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CIRCUMSTANTIAL RELIGION.
" Then the Spirit said unto PMlip, Go near, and foin thyself to
this chariot."-ACTS viii. 29.
BELOVED, do we sufficiently watch the details of every-day lifeah! and the little, the very little details, too-so that we
trace in them God's hand of providence and grace working all
wisely and well for our gain and His glory? Let me illustrate
what we mean, by a very trifling circumstance that is at this
moment occurring in one's experience. In my last manuscript
there was one page which did not seem to fit well into the tracing
of our subject. Its position, however, was retained for some time,
but we remained uneasy about it, till at last, reading it as a
whole, we said, "No; that page must come out," and out it
came. And then there opened out such precious leadings upon
the subject that I said, "Now I can understand it. The Lord
means me to make that theme one for further use, probably to
bring increased glory to His dear name, and profit to immortal
souls." The temporarily discarded page bore upon it our present
subject of "Circumstantial Religion," and we hope now to prove
the apparently little incident was of the Lord; at least, we will,
looking up to Him, leave Him to prove it Himself.
Depend upon it, dear reader, God's workings are distinct and
of a totally different character to the world's doings. "Not as
the world giveth give I unto you," said our dear Redeemer. No
indeed. His gifts are special, His grace personal, and His leadings marvellous, and our lives are made up of coincidences that
prove the truth of His words: "Ye are not of the world, as I
am not of the world." Well, while thinking of these things, the
passage to the point that heads our paper has broken in upon 11S
with a sweetness and power that we love to feel. "Then the
Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this
y
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chariot." Here wa.s circumstantial religion, an incident which
brought about saving results to one who needed salvation.
Ponder with us the divine leading to this gracious unfolding.
After the day of Pentecost, when there was such a rich
out-pouring of the Holy Ghost, the fruits and effects followed,
and by the hands of the Apostle, strengthened, and led by the
divine Spirit, many signs and wonders were wrought, and
believers were added to the Lord. The disciples, "When they
had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to
Jerusalem, and preached the Gospel in many of the villages of
the Samaritans. And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip,
saying, Arise, and go towards the south unto the way that
goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert." Here
was a specific command to Philip to go down a certain way, and
that for a certain purpose which was in the mind of God. Oh,
how wonderfully He makes matters to dovetail when He means
to bring about the salvation 'Of a poor sinner. You and I,
beloved, can trace this in our own experience.
The Apostle Philip was a native of Bethsaida, the city of
Andrew and Peter. He had the honour of being first called to
be a disciple of our blessed Lord Himself; for although Andrew
and Peter were the first who came and conversed with the
Saviour, they immediately returned to their occupations, and
were not called for a whole year after. Philip was a man
excellently skilled in the law and the prophets. He had also
attentively considered the prophecies relating to the coming of
the Messiah. We mention these things to show how the Lord
raised up and qualified His servants to do the work He required
of them for His glory; as in the case before us, to deal with one
who was in perfect ignorance of Esaias the Prophet, although he
was reading from his prophecies. Well, obedient to the
Divine command, Philip "arose and went: and, behold, a man of
Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of
the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasure, and had come to
Jerusalem for to worship." The Countess of Huntingdon blessed
God for the letter "M," for it does not Bay, not any mighty,
not any noble are called, but not many, and as she was one, so
here was another. It was common for Eastern princes and
queens to select men of noble birth to the important positions in
connection with their court, and here was the Queen's treasurer,
in a very high office and an educated man, but devoid of the
knowledge of' divine things. He was, too, a religious man, for he
had gone down to Jerusalem " for to worship," and was
returning therefrom when Philip, by the Holy Spirit's direction,
met him. As a worshipper, he was just like thousands in the
present day-as then, they worship they know not what. But
God had a purpose of grace and mercy for that great man, and
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so it was that, returning from Jerusalem and sitting in his
chariot, reading Esaias the Prophet, "The Spirit said unto
Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot." And Philip,
obedient to the command, and full of love to his Master, did
not stroll leisurely to the side of the chariot, but "ran thither."
The great man in the chariot had his Bible on his knees, but
not in his heart, and Philip hearing him read the Prophet Esaias,
llaid, "Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said,
How can I, except some man should guide me? And he
desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him." The
chapter the eunuch was reading was a very evangelical, personal,
and precious one, it was full of special prophecies concerning the
Messiah, and yet he read on, not knowing to whom it referred.
No, we never shall know anything savingly of Jesus, until we
receive the Holy Ghost. His power makes the scales drop from
our eyes. His power melts the hard heart. His power
reveals a precious Christ unto our souls. And so it was with
this Queen's treasurer. "The place of the Soripture whioh he
read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and
like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened He not His
mouth. In His humiliation His judgment was taken away: and
who shall declare His generation? for His life is taken from the
{larth." Here was the very centre truth of Christianity, J esu's
obedience unto death, and that the death of the cross; and yet,
with all the human knowledge that may be possessed, it is not
reoognized savingly till the Spirit works in the soul. Hence
inquires the great man of Philip, "I pray thee, of whom
speaketh the Prophet thus, of himself or some other man? Then
Philip," with holy boldness and Spirit-taught clearness, " opened his
mouth, and began at the same Scripture, and preached unto
him Jesus." It was a blessed text for him, and evidently he
preached a blessed sermon, for the result was the conversion of
the eunuch, and his desire to give an outward sign to the
inward graoe he had reoeived. "And as they went on their way,
they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said" (mark, it
was "not Philip's proposition, but the eunuoh himself), "See, here
is water; what cloth hinder me t"o be baptized? And Philip"
(intimating that if he did not believe, he had no right to any
outward ordinance; a lesson here for those, and they are many,
whose religion only consists in the outward profession and not the
inward possession)-" And Philip said, If thou believest with all
thine heart, thou mayest." But believest what? The eunuch
had got the right hold, saving grace was given. "And he
answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God." "Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona," said our blessed
Lord Himself, at the same acknowledgment of Him, "for flesh
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father
y
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which is in heaven." "And when they were come up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip:'
Yes, the messenger had done the appointed work; the man
had fulfilled his mission, and "the Spirit caught Philip away.
that the eunuch saw him no more." But the eunuch had got
enough; he was a changed man, and he went on his way rejoicing. A memorable day for him, when old things had passed
away, and all things had become new. Note, then, the blessed
results of the Lord's" Go." "Go, join thyself to this chariot." The
Lord's " Go" is sure to bring the Lord glory.
And now we should like to give our readers some personal
instances in our experience of this circumstantial religion we are
referring to, where the Lord-in spirit, if not in the exact wordshas said to us, "Go, Join thyself to tlzi.~ chariot"; for we may
depend upon it, when the Lord says, " Go," He means to bring
glory to His name. And the first instance we would mention and
which comes up in memory, has to do with the very position we
occupy in connection with this Magazine. It was about the year
1843 I was wending my way to the north of London, when,
having been struck and melted in reading some of the late dear
Editor's writings, a voice seemed to say, " Go, Join thyself to this
chariot," or, in other words, Go and see t!lis dear man of God for
yourself. . The impulse seemed irresistible, although I well remember how the devil told me what a fool I was for my presumption.
However, in a little office in the old City Press we met. In less
than half-an-hour, in pouring out each other's heart feelings and
desires, we became brothers; and that linking, fifty-one years ago,
was retained in love, without one jarring note, till the dear Doctor
was taken home; and we became one of his chief supporters in
his labours for the Lord, leading me up to my present position
as his successor in the Editorship of this Magazine. And the work
so dear to the dear Doctor's heart, is equally so to mine. Does
not this simple sequel tell out the Lord's will, "My people shall
be fed, and this is the way that I have ordained they shall
find pasture"? And while referring to our late dear friend and
brother, another circumstance to our point comes up in remembrance.
The dear Doctor had engaged to give an address upon one occasion
at some I:5chool-rooms at Wolverhampton. Again the spirit of the
Lord's command came, "Go, join thyself to this chariot," and I
did so. We journeyed together, leaving him afterwards to be the
guest of the Incumbent, while I returned to Birmingham. After
the meeting at the Wolverhampton Station, I got into a thirdclass carriage-not always a usual thing with me-and after settling
down I found my travelling companions to consist of an aged
man with snowy locks, and three younger men of different ages.
Judge how I became startled by their talk together when I heard
them mention the name of Dr. DOUDNEY. Well, I found, like
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myself, they had been to the Meeting, and as they were commenting upon what they had heard, I could not do otherwise than
join in their converse, when suddenly the aged man said, "Are
you the 'Wayside Notes' writer? " Upon my answering in the
affirmative, he grasped my hand, tears ran down his cheeks, and
we had to tell together the tale of redeeming grace and blood.
Intimating that they were going to get out at the next stationwhich was Oldbury-I asked the good man his name and address.
He responded, "Anyone, sir, will tell you where J AMES PEARSON
the collier lives," and, as they were stepping out of the carriage,
I said, "I shall hope to come and see you, J AMES, one day."
"Do, do, sir, you will have a right welcome," and we parted.
The first opportunity, I found out old JAMES PEARSON, and in his
humble cottage drew out from him the interesting details of his
remarkable and chequered life, which being published at the time,
had an extensive circulation, and was accompanied by the Divine
blessing to many. But here is our point. Was it mere chance
that I went to that particular third-class carriage? The world
would say so, but we know different. The Lord said, if not in
so many words, yet in spirit, "Go, join thyself to that chariot."
And thereby He brought refreshing of soul to a little group
of His followers, and the spread of His own name and
fame.
Another reminiscence to our point we will mention. Many
years ago I had occasion to go to a certain village in W orcestershire. Arriving at the station, and it all being strange ground
to me, I did not know whether to turn to the right hand or to
the left; but seeing among the little group who were leaving the
station a respectably-dressed person, with long coat, and having
the appearance of a clergyman, I inquired of him which was the
way to the village. He responded, •• It is some distance j but I
am going there myself. If you would walk with me, I will
show you the way." I did so, and had not been in his company
but a few minutes when I found we were of oue mind-indeed,
brothers in the Lord; and our converse soon ran upon the preciousness of the One we mutually loved. Nearing the village,
our friend said, "I am the Vicar of the parish j if you do not
mind waiting a minute or so, I want just to speak to one of my
parishioners by the wayside"; adding, "Perhaps you would like
to come in with mR." Without hesitation I did so, finding myself
in the village smithy, the scene reminding one of LoNG FELLOW'S
words" Under a spreading chestnut tree
The village smithy stands;
The smith a mighty man is he,
With large and sinewy hands j
And the muscles of his brawny arms
Are strong as iron bands."
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But mighty man as our friend appeared III point of bodily
strengtb, we found him to be one soon moved to tears at the
name of Jesus, and simple as a child, Well, the wortby Vicar
proposed a few words in prayer, and I shall never forg-et, as longas memory lasts, the scene of the sturdy blacksmith droppin/!; his
hammer, myself, I fear, forgetting my business, and the good Vicar
offering up a simple prayer to God. Leaving the smithy, and
asking me where I wanted to go, upon receiving my reply, the
Vicar said, "Ob, then you pass the vicarage; I should like to introducfl you to my wife." Drawn within the precincts of his home,
all seemed so happy and congenial that an hour passed away
quickly in recounting the goodness of the Lord together, and the
blessing'S of the way. From that time till the day when the
good Vicar was called to his eternal home, we were friends, and
often would I seek opportunities of wending my way to that
village again for the enjoyment of his companionship in the best
things. But here is our point: Why did I not address some
other person at that villag-e station to direct me the way? No,
it was that one. The Lord-in spirit again, if not in words-said, '
"Go, join thyself to this chariot," and the results were blessed
and beneficial.
How often, too, is the Word applied significantly and blessedly.
For instance, in a very severe illness I had some years ago, the
celebrated fever doctor, Dr. MURCHISON, was sent for, who, after
the necessary examination, said to my dear and now glorified
wife, "Well, I give you just a ray of hope." I wa.s too unconscious to know anything that was going on, and seemed, they
tell me, to be lost to everything around; but when returning
memory was granted, one of the earliest portions of God's Word
that came to me was this: "I shall not die, but live, and declare
the works of the Lord" (Psalm cxviii. 17). Was not that of the
Lord? I am sure it was, and He has vindicated His assurance
by keeping me to the present hour testifying of Him by lip and
pen. He had something more for His unworthy worm to do for
His glory, and this is why we remained.
Well, beloved, we could multiply cases in our experience where
the Lord's bidding has brought to the Lord's blessinq, where He has
drawn with a secret aud sovereign impulse, and spoken with a
divine command: Go, join thyself there, or do this, or do the
other, all to bring about gain to His people and His own glory.
And that we are founding such experience upon the Scriptures of
truth is evident from the case of Philip and the eunuch; but we
might substantiate our position from other Bible facts. For instance,
in connection with the remarkable conversion of Saul of Tarsus,
when the Lord desired to carry out further His will concerning
him. "There was a certain disciple at Damascus. and to him
said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am
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here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into
the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of
Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth."
Here the Lord specified the very street and the very house His
elected vessel of mercy was to be found. This is what we call
circumstantial religion, and we know the result in this case.
Ananias carried out the Lord's direction, and here is his own
testimony as to results: "Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus,
that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me,
that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy
Ghost."
So, again, in the case of Cornelius. The Lord's bidding was
fraught with blessing. " Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine
alms had in remembrance in the sight of God. Send therefore
to J oppa, and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter, he is
lodged in the house of one Simon, a tanner, by the sea-side, who
when he cometh shall speak unto thee." It would really seem,
on the face of it, too mean a thing for the Lord of glory to tell
of a lodger in a tanner's house, but no, :;.11 these divine fittings
were as links in the chain of His providences, and He works, I
believe, in the same way now. And if, beloved, you and I watch
His blessed and divine movements, we can come to no other
conclusion than that our lives are made up of incidents to bring
about the purposes of His love and favour to His redeemed people.
In conclusion we would say, beloved in the Lord, let us observe
the spring and wheel!!, great and small, of God's providences. They
are all fitted by Omnipotent plan and purpose to work His
sovereign designs. Trust His promises, and He will make good
the performance.
"All that my life has seen,
All that my lot has been,
Darkness or light;
Seasons of deep distress,
Days of pure happiness,
All have been right."
THE EDITOR.

THE SOUL'S DEDICATION.
I CANNOT think of higher bliss,
Nor ask a greater joy than thisThat God may make me ALL His own,
And make my heart His constant
throne:
That each affection and desire
May unto Him in love aspire;
That I, through Christ's redeeming
grace,
May with God's children have my
place,
< Clifton.

And find in every passing day
He sets my work, and proves my
stay;
Gives full supply for all my need,
N or lets me from His will recede;
Expels each passion from my soul,
Which does not own His full con·
trol;
And bids me bask in sunshine
bright
Of His own sovereign love's delight.

E .. L. T.
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THE MAN WITH DYED GARME"NTS.
"Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed gw'ments from Bozmh?
this that is glorious in His appanl, tmvelling in the gnatness of His
strength? I that speak in Tighternbsness, mighty to save."-ISAIAH lxiii. 1.
THE prophecies of Isaiah will always be a favourite part of the Scriptures of truth to the Lord's living people; and why 1 Because they
are full of Christ;· and that is just what they desire to be, full of
(JhTist.
" Dea.r Name! the Rock on which I build,
My Shield and Hiding-place;
My never failing treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace!"
And we do love to lay hold of a portion that is full of Christ. I am
sure, dear reader, if we meditate together, we shall find we have the
object of onr love here in great fulness. May the Lord the Spirit
lead us into such things concerning Jesus, that shall comfort and
profit our souls,
To our subject, then; and we would remark at the onset, that
the prophet Isaiah was the son of Amos (who, as some think, was
brother to Uzziah king of Judah), and prophesied under the reign of
four kings, beginning about seven hundred and sixty years before
Christ, and continued for upwards of sixty years. He was a great
and learned man, very eloquent, polished, and even poetical; for
what more splendid language can be found in the whole range of
poetry than that of the fortieth chapter of his prophecies, "Comfort
ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God" 1 But what makes his
writings so specially precious to the children of God, is that they are
by far the most evangelical prophecies recorded, giving us the clearest
promises of the Messiah, as the all-sufficient remedy for sin and
misery; describing most beautifully the Person, sufferings, and glory
of Immanuel, and foretelling all the great things that He was to do
for His Church, in redemption and grace-that He would pour down
His Spirit to enrich her with all blessings, and finally bring her to
everlasting glory. No evangelist ever spoke more glorious things,
or treated in plainer language of Christ's character and kingdom,
than Isaiah.
And one thing is particularly noticeable in his
prophecies, namely, that he drops llll allegory; and having such
bright views of the great Gospel day, he loses sight of shadows
and speaks plainly of our precious Redeemer and His kingdom.
Take, as an instance, chapter ix. 6, "For unto us a Child is b01'n, unto
us a Son is given." Here he states the fact as a fact, and as if
accomplished, for it was so in the purpose of J ehovah. So clear is
the revelation of God to him. The Child Jesus-the Son of God
and God the Son-as if on the spot, so to speak; nor is he less clear
as to His character, Person and work: "And the government shall
be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful,
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Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace." But it may be said, "But is not the portion you have
taken for meditation an allegory ~ Is not this a figurative represen.
tation of Christ-a Man coming up to view with dyed garments,
travelling in greatness, mighty to save" ~ We say, No, it is far
beyond an allegory; it is a fact, upon which hangs our eternal
destiny. It is a view 'of Jesus far beyond anything that can be called
a mere representation before the prophet's mind.
Let us now, then, to be clear, pick our portion to pieces. We use
this expression,. as we think that every portion of God's Word is like
a beautiful flower, and we just pick off the petals of that flower, to
mark its intrinsic perfection and beauty. See, then, we have here
such blessed themes as t;hese:The spirit1Lal inquiry-Cl Who is this ~ "
Where does He come from? -" From Edom."
What is He clothed in ?-" Dyed garments from Bozrah, and glorious
apparel."
How is He travelling ?-"In the greatness of His strength."
Where is He going to ?-" To Calvary."
What is His own testimony concemin,q His character 7-" I that speak in
righteousness. "
What is the purpose and effect of His mission 7-" Mighty to save."
Yes, beloved, we hope to show you, before we lay down the pen,
that it is all for you and for me, poor unworthy sinners, helpless,
and unable to save ourselves; but the Man in dyed garments has done
it all for us, obtained salvat,ion for us, and left us to glorify His name.
r. The spi1'itual inquiry, i, Who is this 7" What a wonderful thing
that the Lord J ehovah should cause to come up before his favoured
servant a figure-no mean one, for the description is too grand and
august to refer to a mere man-no, but One clothed in dyed garments
and glorious apparel; and that, too, hundreds of years before He came
up in reality, the God-man Christ Jesus, the true Messiah. Why, if
we had no other evidence of the inspiration of the Bible, this fact
alone would stand out as substantiating the will and revelation of God
by and in His Word. "Who is this ~" It is no dubious inquiry,
no doubtful insight. It is the grasp of Him who was indeed the
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace. Isaiah in revelation saw Him, and was able, under
divine inspiration, to fathom His character and work, and tell in unmistakable language of His greatness and power.
n. Where does He come from 7 "From Edam." This is remarkable,
and needs contemplation; for Micah speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ
as "the little one among the thousands of J udah, coming forth from
Bethlehem Ephratah "-the House of Bread; and truly was He the
Bread of Life, the Source and Sum and Substance of salvation, and the
Support of His saved ones to the end. And, again, when Herod the
king heard that Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judrea, "he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him," and "he demanded of them
where Christ should be born.
And they said unto him, In
Bethlehem of Judrea: for thus it is written by the Prophet, And
thou Bethlehem, in the hind of J uda, art not the least among the
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princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall
rule My people Israel." How is it then that the Prophet Isaiah
says, "Who is this that cometh from Edom ~ " Now it is worthy of
note that the word Edom means "red, bloody, earthy, or red earth."
And we remember that when the daughters of Jerusalem charged
the daughters in Zion, "What is thy Beloved more than another
beloved, 0 thou fairest among women ~ What is thy Beloved more
than another beloved, that thou dost so charge us ~" The very
first utterance of the living Church in her description of her Beloved
is, "My Beloved is white and ruddy." Here was the recognition of
the Incarnate God: white, the emblem of the purity of the Godhead;
ruddy (or nd earth), the emblem of His Manhood. "Who is this
that cometh from Edam?" It is the God-man: and however He shall
come in humility, meek and lowly in spirit, despised by the world,
and aspiring to no grandeur in it; yet He was the Incarnate God,
who came as the Mighty Conquerer over sin and Satan, the world,
the flesh, and the devil. And this is brought out further by the
expression, " Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed
garments?" In the Psalms we read, "Moab is my washpot, and over
Edom will I cast out my shoe"; implying that as Moab was a place
of the very lowest description, the Lord of Glory would stoop to save
the lowest and most degraded among men, and that He would bring
even the Edomites-rebels against, and implacable enemies to His
people-He would yet bring them down, and subdue them by
sovereign grace and mercy; and those thus subdued and brought to
His feet should recognise Him as "the Mighty Conqueror." Now we
know full well that many take this subduing and triumph to be
future-that it shall be a victory over Antichrist, when the cry shall
go forth, "BabyIon is fallen, is fallen, that great city!" "If any
man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of
His indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in
the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb."
All this is true, and must be fulfilled; but when we read our inquiry,
" Who £s this that cometh out of Edam, with dyed garments? ,. we can but
think it refers to His previous conquests over the powers of darkness,
in bringing out His redeemed from amidst ungodly Edomites and
filthy Moabites, to the gloriom; liberty of the children of God.
Dear reader, has He not blessedly wrought out such a deliverance
for us 1 Has He not, by the constraining power of His grace and
love, brought us to His feet as poor penitent and contrite sinners ~
His work has not been, with us, furious in vengeance, but tende1' in love.
Oh, so tender that it broke our hearts! "The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit: a broken and contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not
despise." A filthy Moabite. an ungodly Edomite, are not too much
for the Man with dyed garments to subdue. He came not to save
the righteous, but sinners.
But we must notice that, not merely did the Prophet see the Incarnate God with "dyed garments," but the belo'led John beheld Him in
similar appearance in the heavenly vision, where the Lord of glory is
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said to be "clothed in a vesture dipped in blood, and His name is
called, the Word of God"; and both realized Him in " glorious apparel" ;
for though it was stained and covered with the blood of His enemies,
yet it was glorious, as it covered Him who had triumphed victoriously
and brought in an everlasting salvation for His people.. So that on
name was written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORD8"
His thigh
(Rev. xix. 16). Here was Majesty at the head of His victorious troops,
so that when He cried on the cross, "It is finished!" all was finished
to secure them happiness and heaven; and they, His followers, are
clothed, too, in glorious apparel, which He has given them, even the robe
of His imputed righteousness.

:a

"A sinner clothed in this rich vest,
And garments washed in blood,
Is rendered fit with Christ to feast,
And be the guest of God."
And now, Where was the lncamate God going to? He was going to
Calvary. He had come forth from Edom, He was travelling to the
cross. And do mark, that He was travelling there in "the greatness
of His st1"ength "; because, to my mind, this is a death-blow to those
writers who are always setting forth the humanity of Christ, and their
cry is, "Behold the Man." It is, indeed, blessed to behold Him in His
example, character, and works, but we must never lose sight of the
fact in all its fulness, that He was the God-man; travelling in weakness
as a man, and fa.lling under the cross, but travelling in greatness as
the God, the mighty God, having all power in heaven and in earth.
And with this power He wrought all His miracles, turning the water
into wine at the marriage supper in Cana of Galilee. His earthly
mother, grasping at the fact of His greatness and power, said to the
servants, "Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it." With the self-same
greatness and power He healed the sick, cleaneed the lepers, cast out
devils, restored sight to the blind, cured the deaf and the dumb, made
a pathway for Himself in the sea, rebuking winds and waves; and,
summing up all the power exercised by Him in many other ways, in
that climax of strength, bringing the dead to life again, and in a
voice of Omnipotent power bidding Lazarus come forth, so that" he
that was dead came forth bound hand and foot with graveclothes:
and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them,
Loose him and let him go." Say then, beloved, did not the Incarnate
God travel to Calvary in " the greatness of His st1'ength"? Oh, it wounds
one to hear Him spoken of derogatorily, and to read anything that
detracts from His glory and greatness. This majesty and greatness we
shall trace further if we think of the last expression of our portion,
"Mighty to save."
But note with us, that while the Prophet saw the Incarnate God
travelling in "the gnatness of His strength," we can but remember how
He travelled, too, in His weakness. Strength as regards the God, but
often weak as regards the Man. From the first He was "as a tender
plant, and as a root out of a dry ground"; or, as it may be
rendered, a little sucker, springing out of the earth without notice.
"He was despised and rejected of men"; and, in His whole career on
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earth, "a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." And His own,
even, looking for the Messiah, as Peter said, as "the one we thought
who would redeem Israel." When they saw and watched this little
sucker, they despised Him, and esteemed Him not; and throughout,
what a journey it was of humiliation, suffering, and servitude! His
life was one course of continued sorrow and suffering. What a combination of crosses and contradictions met Him at evp.ry step of the
way! In His infancy obliged to flee as an exile into Egypt with His
earthly parents, because of the wrath of Herod; He ate His bread in
sorrow, and, as He grew to manhood, worked by the sweat of His
Then onwards how He suffered
brow for the bread that perisheth.
from the temptations of Satan, the unbelief of men's hearts, the contradiction of sinners against Himself, and even from the frowardness of
His own disciples. But the grief that surpassed all was when He
bore on the cross the hidings of His Father's countenance, as He became
His people's Sin-bearer and Surety, "Smitten of God and afHicted."
Oh, beloved, what was all this course of anguish for 1 Here you have
it-full of love and mercy for His own, "He was wounded for our
transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of
our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed." And
how patiently He bore all! Harmless and innocent, "He was brought
as a Iamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so opened He not His mouth."
" All glory to His precious name,
Who bore his people's guilt and shame;
Who for them lived, and for t1:lem died,
The name of Jesus cruc;:!ied."
And then, in His divine response, He said, "I that speak in right.
eousness. Here he seems Himself to respond to the Prophet's inquiry,
"Who is this?" "I-the great I-who speaketh and acteth in
righteousness." All His works were done in righteousness. The
laying and planning of the covenant of grace, every chuse of the
Deerl., is in righteousness; and when He came to do the will of His
Father. He fulfilled the law for righteousness' sake, and carried out and
accomplished the work of salvation in faithfulness and righteousness.
So with regard to all His promises to His redeemed, not one will
tail, all will be faithfully performed. Oh, to trust Him more, and to
hang upon the fact that His righteousness justifies, saves, and
succours us !
And now let us think of what was the purpose and effect of His
mission 1 It lies here-He was "mighty to save." Oh, if I, a poor
.'linful worm, had my part to do in the work of salvation, it would
be flaw and failure indeed, and Christ would not be "mighty to save " ;
but because I am helpless, undone, unrighteous, and sinful, His act
of sovereign grace and mercy in saving such suits my need, suits my condition, and stamps the Lord of Glory as "mighty to save." I will never
treat Him as an impotent Saviour. It is to insult Him to do 1l0.
That He cannot save me unless I will let Him, is the devil's lie.
What said the Angel of the Covenant-the Lord Jesus Christ-to
Joshua 1 "Take away his -filthy garments.
I have clothed him;
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yes, in My righteousness." Such was the word of command, and of
mercy and grace, on the part of Him who was "mighty to save."
" Oh, but," some say, "there is man's 1"esponsibility." Well, in the matter
of salvation, man's responsibility was shattered to pieces in the garden
of Eden. "And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." And verily that
day was not long to wait for. God had put man on his own mettle,
on his own responsibility. How did he stand ~ Mark the words of
the Lord Jehovah, as His all-searching eye laid bare the hidden
and fallen one: "Who told thee that thou wast naked ~ Hast thou
eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not
eat ~" Now comes the subterfuge of man's responsibility, throwing
the guilt and evil upon his wife, "The woman whom Thou gavest me,
she gave me of the tree and I did eat." And the woman throws
the guilt upon the serpent, " The serpent beguiled me and I did
eat." Ah! the serpent, the devil was there, and woe be to man's
responsibility where the devil is!
" If we think of reconciling

Black and white,
Dark with light,
'Tis but self.beguiling."

So, then, the covenant of works made between God and man, did set
man on his responsibility, in which he utterly failed, ali God knew he
would from the beginning, and the record of its defeat is handed
down to us and to the end of time. Now, then, for responsibility, for
we glory in a salvation of responsibility, but under the covenant of
gmce, made, not between God and man, but with the Eternal Three.
The responsibility is laid upon the God-man, as declared, "I have
laid help upon One that is mighty; I have exalted One chosen out of
the people." Oh, what a mercy, beloved, that the salvation of your
soul and mine does not rest with us-that the Lord J ehovah has put
the responsibility of our salvation upon the shoulders' of the Strong OnE',
and not upon the shoulders of the weak and weary one-that He has
not required such a treacherous partnership as Omnipotency bound in
the matter to creature impotency, but that He has done all to secure
His Ohurch's everiasting glory with Himself. Such a religion brings
me peace and satisfaction, whereas such an alliance as that referred
to would keep me in unrest and dread. The Lord Jesus Ohrist has
proved Himself "mighty to save," because He has finished the work,
and we are recipients of that work in all its blessedness and
blessing, to the joy of our souls. He craves all the glory and
He shall have it, which He never could do if it were part
with Himself and part with man. Those who talk of their part
in this momentous work have not yet learnt the treachery and
deceit of their own evil hearts. We have known such cases as a man
having made his vows, and afterwards played his vices. So do we
desire to extol our precious Redeemer, who is "mighty to sa'1}e" j and
never will we be found guilty of casting dishonour upon His Person
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and dethroning His Majesty. Alas, alas! free-will teaching does
this, and makes Him out as an impotent God, dependent upon the
will and the work of the creature. A free-will book of a popular
character has just been placed in my hands, and I have shuddered
at its teaching. Here is a specimen of such teaching; we quote it
word for word. The author says:In the divine order, God's working depends upon our co-operation. Of
our Lord it was declared that, at a certain place He could do there no
mighty work because of their unbelief. It was not that He would not,
but He could not. I believe we often think of God that He will not,
when the real truth is that He cannot. Just as the potter, however
skilful, cannot make a beautiful vessel out of a lump of clay that is
never put into his hands, so neither can God make out of me a vessel
unto His honour unless I put myself into His hands. My part is the
essential correlation of God's part in the matter of my salvation, and as
God is sure to do His part all right, the vital thing for me is to find out
what my part is, and then do it.
Oh, beloved, is not this dreadful teaching 1 It makes my blood run
cold to read it. How men, with their Bibles in their hands, can dare
to make such erroneous assertions, in the face of the declaration, "By grace
are ye saved . . . . and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God; not of
works, lest any man should boast"; and yet this writer says, in fiat
declaration of God's truth, "It is of yourselves, and it is of works, and
God can do nothing unless you let Him." Well, we repeat, such teachers
know nothing of their own hearts; they ignore the fact of the fall of
man, and what is involved in it.
I always like to bring my religion to the test of the dying pillow.
When we are about to quit the present scene of things, where then
can there be any boast of creature doings 1 Yea, rather, ha-ve we not to
say with one of old, "Few and evil have been my days" 1 Depend
upon it, free-willel'S will then find out the fact that, "He that trusteth
to his own heart is a fooL" No, no; it will not do in the face of death,
in the face of eternity. Then our consolation will be that Christ has
done all for us; and, in our prostration and weakness, it is the secret
happiness of the dying Christian, to hang upon God's mercy and love,
and banish the very thought of anything we have done. It is God alone,
the God of peace, to whom Almighty power belongeth, who can then
be the stay of the sinking one.
In the light of our subject, in the light of the Prophet's inquiry
and its response, "Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed
garments from Bozrah 1 this that is glorious in His apparel, travelling
in the greatness of His strength 1 . • . . mighty to save," think of
poor puny man putting himself as a barrier in the way of the
Mighty One, and saying, "No, He cannot do anything unless I let
Him." Methinks that the Lord of glory would "laugh when his
calamity comes"; for come it will, when, on his death-bed, he is
brought to perfect helplessness, and to find his "many wonderful
works" met with His, "Depart from Me, I never knew you." But,
beloved, we ha~e not so learned Christ. We know enough of our
own unworthiness and sinfulness to glorify the God of our salvation,
who has done all for us; and on the ground of that work ~e shall
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get to heaven, and not for anything that we have done, which will
not bear the sunlight of God's holiness.
And, dear friends, let me ask, do not such vi~ws of our precious
Redeemer, as we have by the Spirit's leading traced out in
connection with our portion, put the crown upon the right Head? Do they
not bring out the truth of the doctrines we hold dear ~ and do
not such views of our Beloved endear Him to us more and more 1 I am
sure they do, and it is ours to sing"God ruleth on high. Almighty to save,
And still He is nigh, His presence we have;
The great congregation His triumph shall sing,
Ascribing salvation to Jesus their King.
"Then let us adore Him, and give Him His right;
All glory and power, all wisdom and might;
All honour and blessings, with angels above,
And thanks never ceasing for infinite love."

But now we must draw together the thrtlads of our meditation upon
this very precious passage of God's Word. We have met the inquiry,
who was the august Person that the Prophet saw coming from
Edom with dyed garments 1 and have had no hesitation in declaring
Him the Incarnate God; we have explained what we believe is the
reason He is sa.id to come from Edom, and that throughout He was
the Mighty Conqueror over sin in its worst form and most degrading
aspect, for He came not to save the righteous but sinners. Carrying
out the thought of His conquests, we have beheld Him "Glorious in
His apparel, travelling in the greatness of His strength"; but in His
journey to Calvary we have seen how He travelled in strength with
regard to His Godhead, but in weakness and humiliation as regards
His Manhood. Then we have noted His own response to the inquiry
who He was, "I-the great I-that speak in righteousness." And,
lastly, we have dwelt upon the purpose of coming and conqueror, as
"mighty to save"; having done all the work necessary for His
people's salvation, they cannot put finger to it, and they are all in
the wrong if they attempt it. He, upon the cross, " spoiled principalities,
making a show of them openly, and triumphing over them." He
crushed the power of sin, Satan, hell, and death, securing for us
peace and everlasting bliss; so shall He have all the glory and all
the prais3.
Beloved, I think this is a religion that will suit you as it does the
unworthy writer, whose rejoicing is Christ, "all and in all."
A closing thought. The Prophet Isaiah saw the Incarnate God
coming out of Edom with dyed garments, "mighty to save"; soon
will He be seen coming from heaven, in the glorified greatness of His
strength. "For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God:
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and
remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words." Yes, it is an unspeakable
comfort to be assured that He will either come to us, or we shall go
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to Him. Shall we not watch 1 If it is announced that Queen Victoria
will pass a certain way, how eager are the multitude to catch sight of
her, and with what anxious waiting they peer with outstretched necks,
as her coming is announced by the passing of the outriders. The
King of kings has sent out His trumpeters, who with no uncertain
sound are announcing His near approach, while His chariot wheels
are already heard in the distapce. Oh, may we, the few remaining
days or years that we are still on earth, be on our watch tower,
waiting, with oil-supplied and well-trimmed lamps, for His return;
only desiring as long as spared to testify of Him and to glorify
His name. May" the grace of God which bringeth salvation" keep
us "looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
Great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave Himself for us.
that He might redeem us from all iniquity," and receive us unto
Himself. "To Him be glory, both now and for ever. Amen."

G. C.

Burtorv-on-Trent.

THE SURPASSING EXCELLENCY OF ZION'S BELOVED.
(SOLOMON'S SONG V.

9, 10; 1-3;

PSALM

xlv. 2.)

My Beloved is divine,
He all others doth outshine,
He's the High and Holy One,
God's belov'd and only Son.

Who like He can shelter me?
Who so full of sympathy P
None but He can give me rest;
He's my Head, in Him I'm blest.

" Heaven no superior has to Him;
Earth His equal ne'er hath seen";
When He's present, all is day,
Who can then Ris love portray?

None like Jesus, fair and bright,
Shining in Ris glorious light;
None exalted high as He,
Having gifts so rich a.nd free.

Who with Jesus can compare P
He's the fairest of the fair;
White and ruddy in Himself,
Full of blessings, full of wealth!

None like my beloved Lord,
God the Father's living Word;
He who intercedes above
For the people of His love.

None like Jesus to my mindLoving, faithful, gentle, kind;
He is full of truth and grace;
In Him shines the Father's face.

He is all I can desire,
He my heart with love doth fire;
'Twill be endless, pure delight,
When on Him I feast my sight.

My Beloved's fair indeed,
Full of all that I can need;
He for me hung on the tree,
Lov'd me from eternity.

0 Thou fairest of the fair!
Let me feel Thy presence near;
Ever lean upon Thine arm,
Cling to Thee in every storm.

N one but my Beloved's blood
Could make peace with me and
God j
None else Justice satisfy;
None but this could bring me nigh.

And when life on earth shall cease.
Let me, Lord, depart in peaceRealize Thy power to save,
Feel Thy hand 'neath Jordan's
wave.

Then shall I for ever rest
'Mid the blood-redeem'd and blest;
See my fair Beloved's face,
Sing the wonders of His grace.

J. B.
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SEAT.

xxv. 10-22.)

V ERSE ] 0: "A nark oj shittim wood . . . . overlaid within and without
with pure gold."-Did not the ark of shittim wood symbolise the pure
human nature with which the Eternal Word robed Himself when
coming into this sin-stricken world to work out salvation for sinners 7
"A body hast Thou prepared me." "He took on Him the seed of
Abraham;" "Made like unto His brethren" (Heb. ii. 16, 17). "Yet
without sin."
Verse 11 : The" overlaying gold."-" Who being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God" (Phi!. ii. 6): "The
brightness of His [Father's] glory; the express image of His Person"
(Heb. i. 3). "The Word was God " (John i. 1). The" overlaying
gold," in and outside of the mercy seat, tells of the intimate union
of the Godhead with the Manhood of Christ.
Verse 17: "And tlwu shalt make a mercy seat of pun gold."- " That
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need"
{Heb. iv. 16). Christ is the" mercy promised" (Luke i. 72).
. , Verse 18: "And tlwu shalt make two cherubims of gold in the two ends
of the mercy seat."-The very same costly material which overlays the
ark in and outside (Margin, "of the matter of the mercy seat ").
Verses 19, 20: " Of the mej'cy seat shall ye make the cherubims on the
two ends the1"eof . . . . Their faces shall loole one toward another; toward 1..'0
the mej'cy seat shall the faces of the cherubim be."
J"
Can we not discover here in symbol the Trinity 7-As the ark
symbolises Christ, is it far-fetched to suppose that the Father and the
Lord the Spirit are thus represented 7 "The counsel of peace shall
be between them both" (Zech. vi. 13). "The Lord God and His
Spirit hath sent Me" (Isa. xlviii. 16). The "face" in Scripture frequently
denotes the whole person: "The face of the Lord is against them
that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth"
(Psalm xxxiv. 16). "Seek ye My face . . . . Thy face, Lord, will I seek"
(Psalm xxvii. 8). Hence the "faces" (verse 20) of the cherubim looking
"one to another," and both inclined "toward the mercy seat," may
denote the unity in design, will, and work of the Sacred Trinity in
Unity concurring in salvation. Their" faces . . . look one toward
another, toward the mercy-seat."
Verse 21: "And tlwu shalt put the mercy seat above upon the m-le."- " God
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself" (2 Cor. v. 19).
"Mercy rejoiceth over judgment" (James ii. 13).
Verse 22: "I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from
above the mercy seat f1'om between the cherubim."-" For through Him we
. . . have access by one Spirit unto the Father" (Eph. ii. 18). "JeSllS
saith . . . No man cometh unto the Father but by Me" (John xiv. 6).
Thus the mercy seat was completed.
Verse 17: "Thou shalt put in the ark the testimony that I shall give thee."

z
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_cc Thy law is within my heart" (Psalm xl. 8).
"The golden pot tkat
hail manna" (Heb. ix. 4).
This was stored up in the ark. Forty years was I8rael sustained
in the wilderness with manna.
"Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life"
(John vi. 54). "Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and
are dead. This is the bread which comet.h down from heaven, that a,
man may eat thereof, and not die (verses 49, 50).
Venes 12-15: "And thou shalt cast four ?'ings of gold, and put tkem
in the f01bT COTnm's thereof [of the ark]. . . . And thou shalt make stave!>

of shittim u;ood, and overlay them with gold, that the ark may be borne with
them. The stcbves shall be in the rings u'ith the a?'k: they shall not beaken from it."
Through all the wilderness journey the ark was to be carried from
place to place by the sons of Kohath, under the direction of the high
priest.
Just so are Christ's sent servants to proclaim His Gospel
through this wilderness world. "Go ye into all the world, and preach
the Gospel to every creature," commanded the great High Priest.
Verse 13: And staves of shittim wood, overlaid with gold."- May notthese typify the four Evangelists 7*' "Shittim wood," the material of which
the ark itself was composed.
"He is not ashamed to call them
brethren." "Overlaid with gold." A new nature; the life of Christ
imparted to men. "If any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new
creature" (2 Cor. v. 17). "Overlaid with gold."-" Christ Jesus, who-'
of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption" (1 Cor. i. 30). "That which is born of the Spirit
is spirit" (John iii. 6).
Verse 12: The staves were attached to the ark by "Tings of gold."
The everlasting love of the Trinity in Unity encircles the behever,
keeping him attached to Christ the Ark.
Verse 15: They [the staves] were to be in the rings of the ark;
they wertl "?wt to be taken from it."
"Abide in Me," says Christ . . . "As the brar:ch cannot bear fruit
of itself except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
abide in Me" (John xv. 4). "Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ 7 Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword 7 . . . Nay, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him that loved us " (Rom. viii. 35-37).
1 Kings viii. 8: "And they drew out the staves, that the ends of
the staves were seen out in the holy place . . . and they were not seen
withont": that is, apparently, the ends of the staves were not seen
out in front of the mercy seat and the ark, but were drawn out even
to the ark in front, protruding into the most holy place at the back
of the ark and the mercy seat.
Beautiful symbol this of the four Evangelists, to whom was com·
mitted, so to speak, the bearing of the ark to mankind. Their
personality is obscured. They never draw attention to themselves,
but are content to be in the. background as they testify of Christ.
• I think the writer can scarcely carry out his type here of the Evangelists, as
there were but two staves wherewith the ark was carried.-ED.
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They carry the ark, as it were, being themselves attached to it by
the encircling love of the covenanting Trinity. Subordinately this is
true of every herald sent forth to carry the Gospel to perishing
sinners. "We preach not ourselves," says Paul, "but Christ Jesus
the Lord" (2 Cor. iv. 5).
Verse 11: "A crown of gold."-Telling of the majesty, the
sovereignty of Jehovah-Jesus, who, as God's Servant, was once
crowned King of Suffering, but evermore is crowned King of kings
and King of glory.
"Let us therefore come boldly unto a throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."
H. A. NGEL THATCHER.
WELL-SPRINGS.
" A nd, behold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine eyes, so
let my life be much set by in the eyes of the Lord, and let Him deliver
rne out of all tribulation. Then Saul said to David, Blessed be thmt, my
son Daviil: thou shalt both do great things, and also shalt still prevail.
So David went on his way, and Sa1tl retllfmed to his place."-l SAJ\iUEL
xxvi. 24, 25.
THERE is sweet rest for the believer to lie down upon the sovereignty
of his God, to feel that, Here I am, in my rightly-appointed place;
that my lot is chosen for me, my circumstances decreed, and all that
shall befall, but a working out of the counsel of His own will and
purpose; and because He has so fixed me, nothing can by any means
harm me, and that all shall work together for my good and His
glory; and then when He hath tried me, refined me as gold, and done
His work in and for meH

When the time He bids shall come,
Nought shall keep me from my home."

In their rightly-appointed time, way, and place, all the trials and all
the blessings, all the mercies, as well as all the miseries, all the
sorrows and all the joys, as the same poet says"must come, and last, and end,
As shall please mv heavenly Friend."
In the consideration of this comforting subject my text has a
precious bearing: "Let my life be much set by in the eyes of the Lord."
David had experienced marked deliverances. His life had been many
times in danger, and as many a deliverance had been effected for him,
and now with the: firm, unshaken confidence in the Strength of Israel,
he says to Saul, "As thy life was much set by this day in mine eyes,
so let my life be much set by in the eyes of the Lord, and let Him
deliver me out of all tribulation."
" Let my life be much set" I There is a strength of will and divinity
of purpose here. God's setting means Omnipotence; no uncertainty,
no shadow of change, but working all things after the counsel of His
immutable will, "as ages roll along."
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"Our lives through various scenes are drawn,
And vexed with trifling cares;
While Thy eternal thought moves on,
Thy undisturbed affairs."

,Vhat but an eternal purpose of Love could have induced Him to set
His bow in the cloud, in token of a promise that He would no more
drown the world, for His people's sake 1 What a divine token of
mercy also was that which, whilst Lot lingered yet in Sodom, caused
the Lord to send forth two angels, who "brought him forth, and set
him without the city." No longer to remain in guilty, doomed Sodom,
Lot's future bounds are fixed by God's appointed setting "without the
city." There is also a setting apart for sanctification, separating for a
divine purpose and holy calling. "But know that the Lord hath set
apart him that is godly for Himself." God's people must be a separate
people, a people called out from an ungodly world, that they shall not
mingle with the idolatrous nation nor learn their ways.
Then who of all His children that has not had an anxious fear lest
they should be in their rightly appointed lot, or has not been greatly
exercised as to what future step to take, lest the Lord has not gone
before them to search them out a dwelling-place, and there be in their
midst a blessing and a sanctuary ~ Did He not speak thus to Israel,
"I will set thy bounds from the Red Sea, even unto the sea of the
Philistines, and from the desert unto the river" ~ There we see dearth
and fruitfulness, desert and river, but above it all, "I thy J ehovah
will set thy bounds, and therefore thou must be blessed and a blessing."
In this sweet spirit wrote the imprisoned Madame GUYON"While place we seek and place we shun,
The soul finds happiness in none;
But with a God to guide our way,
'Tis happiness to go or stay."
Yes, so it is, beloved; because "the Lord thy God shall choose to set

His name there."
Then we have our days and phases-and they are innumerable-of
fickleness and change. Our love is cold and inconstant. We look
within and find all dissatisfaction, but we look above to find the
unchangeable love of J ehovah. "The Lord did not set His love upon
you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people;
for ye were the fewest of all people: but because the Lord loved you."
His was a love set upon us from all eternity, and can know no shadow
of change, however much our hearts may wander and grow cold to
Him. And there are many jewels here amongst the rubbish of this
world, many poor, despised, cast.-down ones, not too poor for the Lord's
notice, for such He has promised to set among princes. Thy poverty
here, dear hidden one, will soon be exchanged for Heaven's fairest
portion, even" An inheritance incorruptible,: undefiled , and that fadeth
119t away." Then with joy shalt thou lift up thy head, for thy Lord has
lifted thee up from the degradation and poverty of earth, and set thee
among the princes of His people in glory. In such holy contemplation
Job breaks out in wonderment, and says, "What is man that Thou
shouldest magnify him ~ and that Thou shouldest set Thine heart upon
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him ~ " God in Christ so loving man as to set His MaTt upon him!
to bind Himself by oath, promise, and blood to deliver him for His very
heart's sake. Oh, these are precious truths, wonderful in their love as
divine in their purpose.
Then in this waste howling wilderness, this intricate, thorny
pathway, His child has often a fear of falling, tripping, or being
seized by some lurking enemy. Hig God has foreseen it all, and
arranged for his safety and deliverance. "For the oppression of the
poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the Lord;
1 will set him in safety from him that would ensnare him." That is the
very meaning of salvation-and WOl know its blessed results in our everyday IIfe-a plucking from extreme danger, not to be left there,
but to be placed in a position of extreme safety. It would be of little
use if the drowning man were plucked out t)f the foaming waters to
be placed on a rock, from whence the next wave would dash him. No,
he must be delivered altogether; so his Ged says, "1 will set him in
safety, high above the highest water-mark, yea, above every possibility
of drowning, firmly planted on the Rock of Ages." From thence His
child can sing, "He brought me up also out of an horrible pit,
out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my
goings. And He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our
God." Of such a God the Psalmist. may well delight to boast and proclaim His honour, "For thou hast set Him to be blessings for ever II
(margin, Psalm xxi. 6). Just the same when after another time of
deliverance, when the restored exiles, coming up out of their captivity
unto the building of the temple of Jerusalem, and, realizing the joy
of their deliverance, sang praises unto their God, who had "set them
in a large place." At large is suggestive of liberty, unentrammelled,
after being under the yoke of bondage. All pointing to Him who
came to bring "deliverance to the captives, and to set at liberty them
that are bound."
Again, how blessedly in our experience is our spiritual life dovetailed, fi~ted in, as a building is fitly framed together. Therein
we trace all to the hand of the Divine Master Builder. Have we
joy 1 Then the counterbalance is sorrow, lest we s40uld be exalted
above measure. Have we to sow in tears ~ Then we look forward to
the reaping in joy. Have we prosperity 1 Then we may expect
adversity, for our all-wise God has "set the one over against the
other." Moreover, Jehovah has promised, "I will set My glory among
the heathen "; " And I will set My sanctuary in the midst of the children
of Israel for evermore." To the glory of His name and the beauty of
His holiness, we see this promise fulfilled in and for His people's sake.
And is it not all traceable to the words of our text, because "My life
is much set by in the eyes of the Lord, and let Him deliver me out
of all tribulation" 1 Is it not for His Israel 1 is it not for the life.of
every child of God, dear to Him as the apple of His eye, whom His
honour has engaged to preserve, His word covenanted to bring, and
for whom His life was laid down to save, that the Lord has set His
glory among the heathen, and His sanctuary, even Himself, in the
presence of His holiness among His little flock 1 Fear not, then, little
Thy life is much set by in the eyes of thy
feeble lamb of the fold.
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Lord. The wolves may raven, the enemy do his best to tear and
wound thee, but the Great Shepherd never slumbers nor sleeps. He
has engaged to deliver thee out of all tribulation, and not one word of
His promise can fail nor be forfeited. Thy life is precious in His
sight, and He will rest not until He has brought thee home to shar~
His. glory. Hope on then, beloved. Thine is a joyous prospect, a
glorious hope, of which thou shalt never be ashamed: for has He not
promised, and shall He not do it 1
"My glorious Forerunner!
What must Thy heaven be,
lf it is so entrancing,
The very thought of Thee!
For. Lord of Glory,
Thou art mine;
And not ashamed,
To call me Thine."

R.

WHICH WAY1
IF it is God's will you are to learn it, He will make it plain
enough, so that you shall have no doubts on the subject. While you
doubt, I should say, from what I have seen by watching His
providence, you are not to depart; for He says, "Get ye up, ye have
d welt long enough on this mount," or similiar passages, as plainly by
circumstances as when He ·spoke to the children of old by voice. It
is true the en~my may endeavour to instil doubts into the mind even
then, but there is this difference, we are only a little perplexed by
them, it may be for a few moments, but they pass like shadows
flitting across green fields; we are not allowed to let them influence
our actions. When the children set forth to go to Canaan, to Canaan
they came: and just so it is now, we must go where the Lord calls
us; and when He calls us, no wish of the creature, either on our
part, or our friends, can stop the way of the Creator, and I have
found we are )lot driven like bullocks, with stick in hand, but led
like sheep to hear the Shepherd's voice (" My sheep hear My voice "),
and made willing to go or to stay, or to do whatever He bids us.
If there has been unwillingness in the mind, it is removed. Peter
was very unwilling to go to Cornelius, but made willing to depart;
yet not till he had had his say with the Lord, and, apparently, with
a voice that seemed quite to dictate to the Lord; "Not so, Lord," he
said. Then followed doubts after the Lord's rebuke. He wanted to
know the mind of the Lord about it; and though he was three times
addressed in this wonderful manner, yet the doubts were not removed
until God made his .way plain by outward and visible circumstances.
Some then came after him. Now, it appea:rs to me this is just how
it often falls out with ourselves. We have intimations, such, perhaps,
as illness, or various unpleasantnesses around us; or, in fact, anything
that is to stir us up and send us off. But, like Peter, we do not
know what all this means; we cannot see our way, though it is
acting all the while as the Lord intends, namely, to set us inquiring
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(If Him (" For all these things will I be inquired of, saiLh the Lord "),
the want to know the mind of the Lord; and though there be a
suspicion of unpleasantness (Peter's vision must have been unpleasant
enough to him-et All manner of beasts, even to wild beasts and creeping
things "), yet the way is not plain; and we forget that, before the Lord
<>pens another door, He generally shuts the old one, or hedges up the old
path, ere He leads into a new one, and this gradually. He takes time
()ver it, that we may learn our lessons. You see, Peter did not stir
while he doubted and wondered what it all meant. This was the
needful exercise to prepare him for his mission; but, when that had
had its proper working, the way was made so plain that a wayfaring
man, though a fool, could understand it, and he could no longer
doubt; and so it will be with ourselves. How kind the Lord is to
us in this way, as well as in all things; if you notice, He often
exercises by faith and answers by sight. He knows what a trial it
must be for us to wish to go the way He would have us, and yet
not to be able to see we are doing so; therefore, after we have
learnt our lesson, He indulges us with a sensible view of things.
Circumstances so occur that we see when to go, where to go, or to
do whatever He bids us; but seldom much before we are to act
upon it.
Peter left the morning after the message came, and he was
praying when the vision came; and while he was thinking about it,
the Spirit told him that the men had come from the Lord. So when
the Lord sends visible signs to us, He tells us He has done so, thus
wetting the fleece twice.
M. L. M.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED: TO-DAY ~"
"G-'rieve not the Holy Spirit of God."-EpHESIANS iv. 30.
WHAT is the sin by which ye who are" sealed to the day of redemption" grieve especially the indwelling Spirit. whereby this gracious act
is accomplished ~ Manifestly, it is un belief, as we learn from Psalm xcv.
And surely there is a peculiar fitness in the choice of this Psalm for
public worship, to keep alive in our remembrance the sad result of this
.. sin which doth so easily beset us" in our wilderness journey, as it
did Israel, whose whole life is briefly characterized "the provocation."
The Apostle Paul tells us, Hebrews iv" it is the Holy Ghost saith,
" To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts. . . . . I was
grieved with that generation, and sware in My wrath they should not
enter into My rest."
We cannot suppose that none of all the men who were redeemed
from Egypt, save Caleb and Joshua, entered into the heavenly rest, but
we learn from it that none of them enjoyed the earthly (Canaan) rest.
So we, too, may be "sealed to the day of redemption," our souls safe
for eternity, yet never enjoy the rest of faith while journeying to the
bnd of which the Lord said, "I will give it you." "They could not
enter in because of unbelief. Let us therefore fear" in like manner
to grieve the Holy Spirit of God. Let us not "ha.rden our heart,"
when we might "hear His voice," if we were not determined to have
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some sign that it is meant for us, instead of asking for the opened ear'
to hearken, and then listening as a little child expects to be told, for.'
., Everyone shall receive of Thy words who thus sit down at His feet"
(Deut. xxxiii. 3), and thus, "We which have believed do enter into
rest."
Alas! with such exceeding great and precious promises, our souls'
are often filled with anxious care, if we cannot see the provision for the
way beyond a day at a time. "They tempted Me, proved Me, and saw
My works forty years." "Are we better than they ~ No, in no wise."
Our eyes are off Omnipotence, and we indulge the Spirit-grieving
unbelief. "Can God prepare a table in the wilderness ~ He smote
the hard rock, can He give bread also 1 Will He provide flesh for His
people ~" The ungracious question of His willingness more grieving to
tender love than the depreciation of His power-can He ~ It is enough
for some difficulty to arise, and we are all despondence, as if
"He that hath made my heaven secure,
Will here all good provide,"
were not a truth attested by a great cloud of witnesses; and when some'
sweet word is whispered within to check our fears, instead of resting
upon the word of our King, and hearkening to His voice, which. dispels
all fear, we grieve the Holy Spirit by a virtual denial of His comforting
influence.
The Lord Jesus has said, "All things whatsoever ye shall ask in
prayer, believing, ye shall receive, and your heavenly Father will give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him"; so we ask for a spirit of grace.
and supplications, and for our infirmities in prayer to be helped, and
then we speak of our prayers as "poor petitions." What dishonour
to the Eternal Spirit! The vessel in which "the excellency of the
power "is put is poor indeed, but not the petition, that is Spiritbreathed, and therefore divine, or it is no prayer at all! It is true
even our prayers need the sweet incense of the interceding High Priest
to mingle with them, and we, as we pray, need the sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ before the very mercy seat; but let us take heed
that we grieve not the indwelling Intercessor, or characterize His
power working in us as less than divine, pure, and efficacious. The
unbelief of our hearts in this matter of prayer alone is enough to
humble us in the dust j and we may well have a' holy awe of the
solemn truth that this grieving of the Spirit-whose temple we are, if
born of God-hars our present entrance into rest, the rest of faith,
accepting the assurance, "He shall abide with you," j "He maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God"; and, "He that
searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit." So that
Spirit-breathed and indited, perfumed, and presented by the High
Priest of our profession, prayer is mighty through God to prevail with
God, and to transform the feeble, halting Jacob into a prince of God,
a prince with God.
Lord, pardon the iniquity of our holy things! Divine Spirit, so often
grieved by the ungracious negative put on Thy sweet work, suffer us
to grieve Thee so no more, and rob our own souls of rest!
~

Leicester.

MARY.

'
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PASTORAL NOTES.
OTHER HELPERS.
AMONG my kind and most valued helpers I must not omit to mention
my churchwardens; both pastor and people may well feel themselve&
greatly indebted to them. During the whole time that I was Incumbent
of St. James's Parish, Carlisle, a period of seventeen years, I had the
same churchwardens, who took the deepest interest in everything connected with the church and congregation, and never grudged labour ortrouble on their behalf. What a large amount of purely voluntary labour
is performed in our country by those who occupy honorary public
positions! labour which is sometimes little known, and therefore little
appreciated. All honour to those who undertake and perform it so
zealously and so efficiently as numbers do. When such labour is undertaken and performed in a right spirit for the Church and House of
God, may not such kind workers take up the words of Nehemiah, and
say, "Remember me, 0 my God, concerning this, and wipe not out my
good deeds that I have done for the house of my God, and for the
offices thereof. . .. Remember me, 0 my God, for good" ~ A singular
circumstance occurred in reference to one of those churchwardens. Some
years after I had left that parish, I awoke one night with the impression
that someone was speaking to me. It seemed to me that I heard a
voice distinctly speaking, and saying, "Your friend, JOSEPH DALTON,
is dead." I lay awake for some time thinking over the words. Mr.
DALTON was one of those kind churchwardens, and I regarded him, indeed,
as a personal friend; but I was not aware that he was unwell, or that·
anything particular had happened to him. The recollection, however,
of the voice which I had apparently heard made such an impression
upon me, that I could not help thinking that something had really
happened to him; and when, two or three mornings afterwards, I came
downstairs, and saw a ,black-edged letter awaiting me, the thought instantly
occurred that it was to tell me that my dear friend was dead. And
so it was. It mentioned that he had been taken very ill, and that he
had speedily passed away; and so far as I could ascertain afterwards,
he passed away on the very night, and at about the very time, that I
had apparently heard that voice. His brother also told me that a similar
circumstance connected with his death occurred in a similar way to
another of his intimate friends. It is very foolish to be superstitious,
and there is not the slightest reason to suppose that unseen beings
are allowed to have communication with us, or to manifest their presence
to m, except it be the "ministering angels," and that ouly by Divine
direction and for some special purpose. No such special purpose for
such communications apparently existed in this case; but certainly
the coincidences seemed singular. I had not been thinking previously
of my friend, so far as I can remember, but as he frequently communicated with me in some way or other, it was not surprising that
I should dream about him. Dear, kind, faithful friend! how can I
ever forget him ~ the first to welcome me when I re-visited my dear
old parish, and to have his conveyance ready for my use; and one of
the last to say good-bye. May I meet him again in the Better Land!
A pastor sometimes, perhaps, finds helpers in members of other
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denominations beside his own, and very pleasant it is to find them,
showing that there is not so much real severance between us as there
appears outwardly to be, and that the bonds of Ohristian fellowship can
overstep the narrow trammels of sectarianism. A noble-minded man, who
distinctly avowed himself to be a Nonconformist, "on principle," as he
saiJ, called upon me one day, and remarked, "You have a very large
parish, do you not want some help 7 Supposing a Scripture-reader
<could be found for you, would you not be glad at his services 7" I
told him that I undoubtedly should be very glad. "Well," he said,
"I have been thinking over the matter, and mentioning it to Sir J. O.
[a most generous, kind-hearted Ohristian man], and he and I are
willing to pay the stipend of a Scripture-reader, if you can recommend
a suitable man. He would be under your superintendence, and we
should wish him to report himself and bis work to you periodically,
say, once a week, or once a fortnight, but we will pay him." What
a generous, noble-minded offer! Of course, I gratefully accepted it.
A Scripture-reader accordingly was soon found and appointed; and
that was the beginning of a work for God which has been greatly
blessed, a work which has been the means, apparently, of the conversion
of many souls, and which has been continued up to the present time.
That good, kind helper has gone to hi8 heavenly rest, but the
remembrance of this kindly deed, as well as of other similar deeds
which he performed in the same generous way, will not soon be
forgotten. His works still "follow" him.
. District visitors are an immense help to a pastor, especially where
the population is large, or the parish extensive. It is very pleasing
sometimes to see ladies of high position and culture taking charge of
districts in some of the poorest localities, and regularly visiting house
after house, and showing the kindliest interest in the welfare of the
inhabitants. It seems in some measure to bridge over the gap which
exists between the rich :i.nd the poor. I have repeatedly been struck
with even the first visible effects of it. Having secured the promised
services of some visitor, before conducting her round her district, I
have called at the different houses and told the inmates of the fact,
intimating that they might expect to see their visitor in two or three
days, perhaps; and then, as I conducted her round, I have apologized
to her for the state of some of the cottages which we were about to
enter, thinking that my kind helper would be utterly disgusted with
the untidiness and the dirt which had previously been visible in them;
untidiness and dirt which had made one cease t.o wonder that the
husbands and fathers living there were more commonly to be found
of an evening at the neighbouring public-bouses than in their own
homes. But as we entered the cottages one after the other, we found
them so tidy and clean, that they scarcely looked like the same
places; a surprising transformation had been effected, which showed
what could be done in that way. No doubt district visitors are often
imposed upon. In a row of houses in my parish, from which the
approach of a visitor could be easily seen at a distance, one of the
women used to be on the look-out, and when she saw the district visitor
approaching, she used to rush into her neighbours' houses, exclaiming,
"Ra,ke out your fire, and t,ake off the kettle, so that the district lady
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may think that you have no fire, and give you an order for coals!"
But notwithstanding this, the work is a very useful one, and where it is
carried on with discretion and Christian love, the results are admirable.
Amongst a pastor's helpers; also, a very prominent place is generally occupied by Sunday School teachers. What noble bands of these
most valuable helpers exist throughput our country! As a rule, they
do not get hal£ the credit that they deserve. Many of them are
closely employed all through the week, and they must be thoroughly
tired-out on the Saturday night, and yet they rise early on the
Sabbath morning and prepare their lessons, and devote some of the
best hours of their well-earned day of rest to the self-denying work
of teaching-that teaching, too, being often of a very difficult kindof troublesome children in crowded schoolrooms. This noble work
they carry on in the most devoted manner year after year, perhaps,
for many years, without the slightest remuneration, and with very
little encouragement or outward signs of success. All honour be to
them! The world does not recognise their work, or appreciate it,
except that parents are very glad to get rid of their children during
the time that the Sunday Schools are held, and on this account a
tremendous outcry would arise if Sunday Schools were closed. Few
persons, except those who are in some way connected with the
schools, as a rule, seem" to take any notice of them; but when the
work is carried on in a right spirit, it certainly is not in vain, and
the dear Master who said, "Feed my lambs," will undoubtedly
recognise it and abundantly reward it.
Of course there is a great diversity amongst these kind helpers, and
sometimes they exhibit serious faults. Some of. them have very
imperfect ideas of teaching, and really need to be taught how to
teach. It would be amusing, if it were not disappointing, to overhear involuntarily sometimes the way in which they attempt to teach,
using grand and high-soundin~ words, which the children cannot
possibly understand, or speaking of abstruse subjects which are
probably quite beyond the children's comprehension; or reciting a
lesson which they have learnt off by heart, oblivious to the fact that
the little ones whom they are endeavouring to teach are not paying
the slightest attention to it. Some teachers are ignorant, and
clever children quickly discern their ignorance. Some are very
defective in patience-a most essential qualification for a successful
teacher-and some even occasionally lose their temper. Others also
are very deficient in punctuality, and arrive at school after the
children of their classes perhaps have had to be scattered amongst
other classes, already too full, or to find them very fidgety, in
consequence of their long time of waiting, and in an unfavourable
state to attend to their teaching; and some teachers are extremely
irregular in their attendance, allowing the merest trifles to interfere
with it. These are serious faults; they are faults which would not be
tolerated in the case of day-schools, why then should they be tolerated
in the case of the Sunday Schools ~ But where the children are
numerous, and many teachers have to be supplied, and those who
offer themselves as such are extremely touchy, and cannot bear to
have their faults pointed out, what is a superintendent, or what are
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the managers of a Sunday School to do 1 Not that these faults are
common faults; by no means; but they are certainly to be found
sometimes, and they are very much to be regretted. It is true that·
the work of Sunday School teaching is entirely voluntary, and therefore perhaps the teachers think that they may do it as they please;
but surely the very remembrance that it ·is thus voluntary might well
stir them up to do it to the very utmost of their ability, just as if
they were highly paid for it, for they certainly must know that if
it be worth doing at all, it is worth doing with their might..
Then, again, how many Sunday School teachers, even when they
seem to be thoroughly suited for the work, soon get tired of it, or
allow some impediment to be an excuse for giving it up. One of the·
best teachers that I ever had, whose class was a very import.ant one,
and whose teaching was evidently very successful, suddenly told me
that he must immediately discontinue it. When I asked him what
was the reason, he said that it was because of the faults of our congregation j he said that he had partaken of the Lord's Supper with
persons in our congregation whom he knew were unconverted, and that
he could not allow himself to be thus associated with them. I pointed
out to him that he was not their judge, and that this had nothing to
do with his work in the Sunday School. But ho had evidently made
up his mind, and no attempted persuasion would influence him. He
was a nice young fellow, and an earnest-minded Christian. I was
very sorry indeed to lose him; but he had got under the influence
of some persons who held extreme views upon the subject of perfection, and he was lwidently bent upon following their advice. He appeared
to think that all the chief branches of the outward and visible Church
of Ohrist being defective in some way or other, it was his duty to
separate himself from them; overlooking the fact that perfection is
to be found only in Christ, and in the heavenly kingdom j and that
the very defects of the Church on earth, even all her weaknesses
and shortcomings, can be overruled by-and-by, in the infinite wisdom
of her covenant Head, for the promotion of His glory, and for her eternal
happiness. I reminded him of the great importance of his Sunday
School work, and of the success with which, with God's blessing, it
had evidently been attended j I told him that it was a most undesirable thing to give it up so suddenly, because there was no one in
view to take his place, and that consequently, if he gave it thus up,
his important class would be for a time, in all probability, teacherless.
He replied that that was no concern of his; and so he left. I had
considerable difficulty in getting his place supplied, and found that
his loss was a really serious one.
But in spite of such faults and such cases, the work which,
under God, is carried on in many of our Sunday Schools is a very important work, and it is becoming of increasing import.ance in the present
day, in consequence of the practical oust.ing of the Word of God
:from so many of our Day Schools.
If more interest were generally taken in it, if it were made the
subject of more earnest prayer, and if the teachers were more taught
of God, the work and the results might be still more valuable.
Ore, Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
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LETTERS BY THE LATE REV. A. TRIGGS.
[The following letters, by the Rev. A. TRIGGs, have been forwarded
to us by his daughter, Mrs. J ONES. They are doubly interesting as one
is addressed to the late Dr. DOUDNEY, who, in his earlier years, gained
so much blessing from the ministry of this God-sent servant, and these
letters contain much of the precious truth he delighted to proclaim to
God's elect.-ED.J
To THE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY.
My VERY KIND FRIEND AND BROTHER,-" Sanctified by God the
Father, preserved in Christ Jesus, and called," not, only to believe in
His name, but to suffer for His sake. And what a great mercy and
blessing it is that we are not of the world, even as our most glorious
Christ is not of the world; and as the Lord hath separated us from ourself, sin, death, world, and its vain things, so also He hath separated
us unto and for Himself, to live in, by, and with Himself; and thus saith
the Lord, "This people have I formed for Myself; they shall show
forth My praise." And in this truth it is declared that the personal
love-act of our God in forming us is not a dormant act, that is with<lut its effect, but to and in whom it is developed and manifested in
the hidden part, where the Lord makes us to know wisdom; then and
therefrom praise will resound; and we shall utter the memory of His
great goodness, sing of His righteousness, speak of the glory of His
kingdom, and talk of His power, and so we praise Him with joyful
lips, and sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, if I may so speak.
The Psalms stand pre-eminent, being named first, and they being made
<lr given by the chief singer of Israel, they are the heart expressions
and mind declarations of our most glorious Christ; whether in sorrow
<lr joy, darkness or light, in the depth and height. He saith, "I will
sing of the mercies of Jehovah for ever; with my mouth will I make
known Thy faithfulness to all generations." And when He goeth before
us with His harp, and sings His love songs, our hearts vibrate with the
joyful sound, we "Go forth in the dances of them that make merry, the
high praises of God are in our mouth," and we increase our joy in the
Lord. "The joy of the Lord is ou::: strength," "Who for the joy that was
.set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down
.at the right hand of the throne of God." The Psalms begin with
" blessed," or "happy," and close with "Hallelujah," " Praise the Lord."
And the desires of my heart increase with holy longings after an
increasing knowledge of Him who is the Alpha and Omega, yea, the
fulness and blessedness of the book of Psalms. I have said that I believe
God the Father is the speaker of the 45th Psalm, and the dedication
of it by the Holy Ghost is concerning Christ and the Church; to the
triumphant Conqueror over the lilies-a song of loves. Perhaps learned
·commentators do not read it so, but I venture to read it as I have
from the Hebrew text that lies open before me; and also the Father,
speaking of Jesus the Son, saith, "My heart is meditating, or boileth,
or bubbleth up with good matter, the good word: I will speak of what,
or that, I have done, or will do, for the King." I can only hint at those
precious truths, and observe what a clear development of the truth of
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the doctrine of the Holy Ones, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
in the dedication and first verse of this song of loves; God rejoicing
in and over His spouse, and she rejoicing in her God, her Husband, and
Salvation. The divine hymns might begin, "When the morning stars
sang together, and the sons of God shouted for joy"; this I leave for
the learned to determine; but certain it is that Jacob, in his solo, when
dying, gives us the purport of the hymn sung by Moses, Miriam, and
the children of Israel-Hannah, Deborah, Isaiah, and others mentioned
in the sacred record: ana the spiritual songs began by the heavenly
host is, "Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good-will toward
men " ; good.will towards men is peace OD earth, and peace on earth is
glory to God in the highest. The song of Mary is a spiritual one,
"My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God
my Saviour." She doth not sing this as the supposed mother of God,
but as a believer with all believers in God, her and their Saviour. The
full import of the song, both of the heavenly host and of Mary, is
expressed by Simeon, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation"; and so we believers
sing with them, making melody in our heart to the Lord, and so "sing
with the spirit and with the understanding also," The spiritual songs
with the preceding, recorded Revelation i. 4, 5, and 9, also in the unity
of the Spirit shout unto God with the voice of triumph, "Hallelujah,
for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. Amen, and Amen."
When I began my epistle of love I had not a thought of writing the
truths I have; but so it is, and I bless the Lord that it is out of the
heart the mouth speaketh. I began writing this at half-past four this
morning; if you ask the reason of being thus early, it is because the
bones are exercised with strong pain that I cannot lie in bed, but arise
to sit before the Lord, to think of His love, goodness, and mercy, and
look at His holy testimonies. My morning lesson before I began t()
talk to you was Solom9n's Song iv. and v" and precious songs they are,
concerning our ever-living and loving Solomon, the King Eternal, King
of Righteousness and Peace, yea, King of Glory; anJ we will say t()
each other, "0 come, let us sing unto the Lord a new song; for He
hath done marvellous things: His own right hand, and holy arm, hath
gotten Him the victory."
And He hath obtained eternal redemption
for us, and justified us from all things, and reconciled us unto God by
His death; and we shout and sing, "Thanks be unto God, who giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ";, and again they said,
" Hallelujah! "
I find it very blessed to live for Jesus only, having passed through
"the ministration of death written and engraven in stones, into the
ministration of the Spirit, which is more glorious"; and, "As with the
heart I believe unto righteousness, so also I through the law am dead
to the law, that I might live unto God." And it is in this way of life
we also are" dead to the law by the body of Christ," and dead to sin,
though once dead in sin, but now being raised up together with Christ,
cannot die any more, for we are the children of God, being the
children of the resurrection. Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life,
saitb, "Because I live, you shall live also," and we and all His members
live in, with, by, and for Him, "The end of the law for righteousness
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to everyone that believeth." "The law was made for the lawless and
disobedient."
I trust your mind is stayed upon the Lord, whilst the movables
move on without your aid, or your having any power to control them;
or any man able to settle them, or fix them, as you have desired, or
may desire. As I hear nothing of any anxiety as heretofore, it may
be you are brought to a standstill to see the salvation of the Lord
with you; by the truth of the sweet words you write unto me, "Your
Father knowetb," &c.; and we may rest satisfied and readily believe
that it will be to and for us, as it is written, "My God shall supply
all your need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus"; and
a very sweet and pleasant employ it is to "Consider the ravens, they
have neither storehouse nor barn; also the lilies, how they grow, they
toil not, nor spin," &c.
What plain and easy lessons of words and meanings our Father sets
before us; but I am yet so foolish that I seldom read them the right
way, and I still remain slow of heart to believe; yet that don't alter
my life and blessedness in Christ, though I often mourn; grieve, sigh,
groan, &c.
Tbe Lord bless you, my brother, and make you as bold as a lion.
Peace be with you and yours. Amen.
Yours in our precious Lord Jesus,
18, Ampthill Square, J1we 8th, 1854.
A. TRIGGS.
To R. HEATH.
London, September 24th, 1853.
My OWN SON IN THE FAITH, GREETING :-Peace be unto you, and
love with faith from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus, the Son of
the Father, in truth and love. Beloved, the contents of your last epistle
gladdened my heart, as they testified of Jesus, and clearly developed
that we have one heart and mind concerning Him; and having learned
of Him, we live daily to prove the truth and blessedness of His own
words, "Because I live, ye sball live also"; and, "Without Me ye can
do nothing." The whole work and ministry of the Eternal Spirit in
us and for us is because we belong to Christ; and the effect of His
power and love, together with His teaching, is to bring us into a
knowledge of Jesus the 80n of God, our Brother born for adversity;
yea., that we may know Him and the Father, "whom to know is life
eternaL" There are two things inseparable-they never can be dividedthat is, oneness of life and nature with our most glorious Christ, we
being new creatures in Christ, and partakers of the divine nature; and,
blessed be the Lord our God, nothing and no one can touch our life,
for it is hid with Christ in God, and Christ Himself is our life; and
all short of Him, and what Himself is not, is dying and death. And
so, as a creature dying, I die daily; but being in Christ, and partakers
of the first resurrection, we cannot die any more.. And we are the
children of God, being the children of the resurrection; and Jesus, the
"Resurrection and the Life," saith, "Because I live, you shall live also;
and I give unto them eternal life; they shall never perish." And by
reason of these truths, and they being demonstrated in our hearts by
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the Spirit, we are taught the blessedness aud reality of living out of
ourselves, and not for ourselves; and high above and far above all
death and dying circumstances, out of the reach of sin and Satan: as
the Lord saith, "He shall dwell on high; his place of defence shall be
the munitions of rocks," &c. Thus we "dwell in the secret place of the
Most High, and shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty"; and
.as' the inhabitants of the rock, we sing, "Lord, Thou hast been our
-dwelling-place from all generations." And as we by. faith apprehend
these truths, and live and walk in the Spirit, so we know and believe
the love God hath to us. "God is love, and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him." "0 the depth of the riches," &c.
And thus we are in the Spirit, in God the Father, and in the Lord
Jesus Christ; and in and by the fellowship of the Spirit, we whose
bodies are His temple say, in all freedom and liberty, "Truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." And
,it is herein and hereby that I live happy at all times, and passing
through all things, however dark, crooked, and perplexing things are
to the flesh; for we know that "All things work together for good
to them who love God, and are the called according to His purpose."
And as we thus live and walk by faith, believing the Scriptures,
:and in Jesus Christ our Lord, we are witnesses for Him that nothing
hath failed of all the Lord our God hath promised; it is all come to
pass, even to this day. Then let us thank God and take courage.
A.nd thus the word and promise stands: "Fear thou not, I am with
thee. Be not dismayed, for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee;
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of
My righteousness." And because of the truth and fulness of these
unchanging words of the Lord, I not only live happy in the Lord, but
am kept from murmuring and complaining, and cannot ask the Lord
to alter one thing, as I believe He worketh all things after the counsel
of His own will. My times are in His hand, and His word is truth,
«I am with thee in all places whithersoever thou goest; and I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee"; and, "If the enemy come in like
.a flood," which is no new thing to me or with me, neyertheless it
.always hath been, and will be, "the Lord will lift up a standard against
him"; yea, chase him away. And I will bless the Lord that it is
unchanging in this lower house, the flesh against the spirit, and the
spirit against the flesh; "and these two are contrary the one to the
other," &c. Yet in and through all our chequered scenes we are" more
than conquerors though Him that loved us." Hallelujah.
" 0 come, let us sing unto the Lord a new song, for He hath done
marvellous things: His own right hand and holy arm hath gotten Him
the victory." This is our daily mercy and unchangeable blessedness,
and nothing can hinder us from saying, "Thanks be unto God, who
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." And as nothing
{:an touch our life, so also nothing can defile that nature we are the
partakers of; and we, in and through all things, remain as J eens saith,
"My love, my dove, my undefiled, thou art all fair; there is no spot
in thee." And we being reconciled to God by the death of His Son,
.and "He was made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him." And so we live in peace with
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God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received
the a onement. I can only stand at the threshold of these precious
truths, and say with you and others that have one hear~ and mind,
and are joined to the Lord and one Spirit, "That I may know Him,
and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being made conformable unto His death"; and so "Press toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus"; and so
live and walk on in the strength of t,he Lord, knowing and believing
that" Nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
There is another truth that is most blessed to be a witness of, and
it is a sweeter to my heart and like marrow to my bones as the
Lord saith, "This people have I formed for Myself" This is more
than heaven, happiness, ease, rest, and comfort, for it is greater tb.an
all these things; nor is there any heaven, &c., but as the Lord hath
chosen, redeemed and formed for Himself, to be one with Himself,
who is to and for us J ehovah, our everlasting light, our God and
our glory; and as we are instructed in these truths, and believe with
the heart unto righteousnes3, so we the Lord's willing people shall
freely "show forth the praises of Him who hath called us out of darkness into His marvellous li~ht."
And so we see light in His light, "walk in the light as He is in the
light, and have fellowship one with another" ; and in this life and light
blessedness, John saw the Church, "a woman clothed with -sun"; and of
Jesus the Eternal Spirit saith to us, "For the L'lrd God is a Sun
and Shield: He will give grace and glory: no good thing will He
withhold from them that walk uprightly"; and only the upright love
the Lord Jesus j and " We lovtl Him because He first loved us"; "Love
is of God." I add, that being formed for Him~elf, there never can, or will
be any deformity; perfect in Christ Jesus, cannot be altered. "Perfect
through 'My comeliness which I had put upon thee," saith the Lord,
that we should be "To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein
He hath made us accepted in the Beloved." Knowing and believing
these holy truths, I envy no one; I covet nothing but the best
gifts, and by and with them to "grow in grace, and in the knowlerlge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus CIl'ist." I expect that the few truths
I have written to you in love, and because you belong to Christ, are
most blessed, Cb.rist endearing, heart warming, soul refreshing,
and mind animating. And as we have one heart and one way, so we,
in the unity of the Spirit, say the truth from the heart, "Yea doubtless, I count all things loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ J egus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,
and do count tllem dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in Him,"
&c. It is said the multitude that believed were of one heart, but it
is now as if something or the times were altered, for I find out few
that have one heart, one mind, and O!le way; and those that did once
seem to run well are turned away to worship the work of men's h;lnds, to
embrace the bosom of a stranger, an,l having begun in the Spirit, are
now seeking to be made perfect in the flesh: but the Lord Lhe King
Eternal rei..;neth; and He saith, "Look uuto Me, and be ye saved, all
ye ends of the ear~h; for I am God, and beilide Me there is no Saviour."
2 A
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Were I left to judge after the flesh, and the thingo that are seen, I
should be ready to say, " Of all men I am the most miserable"; but
such language I cannot use, for the Lord is my portion saith my soul,
therefore, will I hope in Him; and tha Lord our God saith, I am
their inheritance, I am their possession; then let us always sing, "For
this God is our God for ever and ever; and He will be our Guide unt(}
death."
I am now daily on the look-out for the fulfilment of His word, "I
will come again, and receive you unto Myself, that where I am there
ye shall be also." Amen. I have to bless the Lord on your behalf,
that Jesus is precious unto you, so that with one heart we rejoice,
saying, "The Lord liveth, and blessed be my Rock; and let the God of
my salvation be exalted."
My love to you, your spouse, and the few sheep, and thus it will
be unto us for ever beyond time, as it is now in time, and Christ.
is All and in all.
Yours in our precious Lord Jesus,

A.

TRIGGS.

EVANGELICAL DRIFTING
A CORRESPONDENT of the English Churchman writes most ably and
truthfully upon this painful drifting we see so much of. He says:The ease and complacency with which some Evangelicals are drifting in
the direction of Ritualism or Sacerdotalism are very alarming to watchful
Protestants. It is nothing to the purpose that this tendency is denied.
Herein is a secret source of danger. With sincerity, a teacher resents a
warning word. Unconscious of his own movement, attracted by the appearance of a present advantage, persuaded that little things are unimportant,
forgetting the SOUl'ce of recent changes iu the Church of England, and
failing to consider the end of them, such a teacher induces the coming
generation to ridicule the resistance of Protestants as the remaining sign
of a dying bigotry, if not the fruit of an uncharitable mind, or an unspiritual life. Denials prove nothing. Lot pitched his tent towards Sodom.
He would have scorned the idea of dwelling within its boundary and
associating with its people. Peter repudiated the statement that he would
deny his Lord, and met it by a counter declaration of sel'vice and devotion even unto prison and death! So deceitful is the heart of men. Are
there not I'ecords of many Evangelicals who have drifted without admitting it, and without being conscious of it? Are there not such amongst
us at the pl'esent time? Sincerity, that is godly sincerity, is a good
thinll', but blindness is a disqualification for a guide, The teacher after
God's heart is to be a seer, a man understanding the times, a watchman,
a messenger, an ambassador, a steward, a soldier, a shepherd, or pastor,
but never a "blind guide" or a "dumb dog." In this service a want of
perception avails nothing. We have to consider not the individual teacher,
but his disciples chiefly. I repeat that the satisfied manner in which some
are drifting is, in itself, an alarming symptom of the times. The cause
-for anxiety is intensified when the drifting teachers are accepted, welcomed
and honoUl'ed by those who. for themselves, profess to stand in the old
way.
The accusation is a serious one; but is it well founded? Let us look
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around our churches. On every hand we find traces of a High Church
tendency. The simple character of the East end has been altered in,
perhaps, hundreds of Evangelical churches. In place of the Command·
ments we see a decorated reredos, lending encouragement to the false
notion that there is a special holiness in the place where the Lord's
Supper is celebrated, or, at least, that for some reason, special honom' is
due to this particular part of the building. Worse than this, in many
cases, there are figures or images directly opposed to the teaching of the
Established Church concerning peril of idolatry. Then, too, we see that
care is taken to make the Holy Table look as unlike a table as ma.y be
practicable. .Perchance, a large cross is standing upon it, while the
covering comprises an elaborate frontal with symbolic devices, which is
carefully left in view when the Table is supposed to be "covered" with
a fair white linen cloth. It is covered after the fashion of a sideboard,
and not of a table. The white strip is scarcely visible, and the general
character of the scene is changed. An object lesson is before the people.
And in proportion as the East end is magnified the importance of other
things is dwarfed. The pulpit has been set aside and lowered, literally
as well as figuratively. For a time the lectern (an unnecessary article
where the reading-desk faces the people) stood in the centre, but now this.
too, is relegated to a corner, or to an oblique position. It is possible that
a reader may say that all these things are unimportant. Are they so P
Surely not. They are all in the direction of Rome. And let me ask.
with real earnestness, whether we ought, in any manner, to imitate Rome P
If there is justification for our separation from her, it must require us
to avoid her peculiar marks and symbols. This is the clear teaching of
the Bible, but in these days we hear much of holiness made up of good
tempers and easy frames, without taking account of the insults offered
to God throughout the Christian dispensation by the" mystery of iniquity,"
which, thank God, is yet to be destroyed. Will a congregation believe
me if I say that the Romish system and the Ritualistic counterfeit are
evil things, and yet proceed to copy their devices P Can I willingly give
acceptance to any of the things by associating them with a measure of
Evangelical teaching P Let conscience, enlightened by the Word of God,
supply an answer.
Then we turn from fabric to minister, and again we find changes.
In many cases the open countenance of the Evangelical pastor h&s
given place to a more ecclesiastical visage.
In attire, too, many
modern Evangelicals have imitated Romanism and Ritualism. Details
need not be mentioned. But it is hard to understand how a faithful
teacher can wish to be in any degree like a Ritualistic Priest. We
follow our model into Church, and there we find the same process at
work. The surplice, once covering all, is now shortened; it may reach
to the knees or midway between them and the feet, but care is taken
. to display a long cassock clinging around the legs, a garment unmentioned
in the Rubrics; but described by a Ritualistic authority as "the garment
worn by ecclesiastics under their official vestments." When once a
shortened surplice is used, each renewal generally takes off a further
portion of the length. And here again we discern a gradual assimilation to
Rome. There is no valid reason for the change. There is no adequate
excuse for it. We await the service to be conducted by this modern
teacber. His natural tones are laid aside. He intones, or monotones, or
drawls, or recites the service in an undevotional but ecclesiastical manner.
The idea of simplicity and spiritual worship is gone. There is a noise
between clergy ani choir, and again we say that instead of avoiding
Rome and turning from it ·as a thing to be rejected, this teacher
makes the difference between Romanism and Protestantism less and less
distinct, and effaces the remembrance of by-gone struggles, and
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God.given deliverances. To say that the gown has been discarded is
scarcely needful. This has been the beginning of a downward course in
hundreds of parishes. And little as he may appreciate the fact, a
thoroughly Evangelical teacher even to-day does not appear natural or
consistent when preaching in a surplice. I do not wish to be too strong
upon this point., but it is an undoubted fact that Ritualism has never
entered a church in which the gown has been retained. At least, I have
never known such a case, and if one could be found, it would be as an
exception "proving the rule." If this be so, why should faithful teachers,
who talk of holiness and devotion, take the steps which have always been
taken by Sacerdotalists P In bodily matters, if they knew that a certain
observance had been found a prophylactic against a deadly epidemic, they
would cling to it, with conTempt for critics and cavillers. But, alas! it
is not so in spiritual things. There, we find an indifference to these
considerations of prudence.
Some rell.ders may meet me with the thought, if not the words, that
the preaching is good, and that other things are indifferent. This is a
grievous mistake. Have such people studied their Bible P Have they
considered the Homily on Peril of Idolatry P If not they are uninstmcted
upon the point in question. Moreover, when criticising Protestants, the
neo-Evangelical always protests that the life and actions are more
important than words'. But when the same teacber excuses himself, he
claims that his actions in the church are of little importance, and that
his words are to be accepted. Well, what are his words P Let any of
my elder readers recall the sermons of departed worthies. What a
change for the worse has taken place! We have hst the old denunciation of
sin, and, despite all talk of holiness, we have largely lost the old teaching
of practical holiness, consisting in the daily and conscientious struggle
with self, sin, and Satn.n. We get little exposition of Scripture. The
Old Testament is not applied to present life. The Epistles, as addressed
to Christian people, are comparatively neglected. And, as might be
expected. the religious meeting has given place to "an entertainment."
We find the clergyman presiding over an assembly for hearing comic
songs and witnessing semi-dramatic performances.
A Bible class holds
an annual meeting, but must have amusement instead of Scripture, and
" Christian" young people sing not only frivolous, but even idolatrous
songs. Take, for instance, "Ora pro Nobis" and others of a kindred
character. Can we imagine faithful Israelites singing songs of Baal P
No; they sang the Lord's song. This reminds me of the sickly, ~enti
mental hymns sung in many of our Evangelical churches. Th.e hymns
in praise of God's redeeming love, or expressing spiritual experience, are
largely set aside, and in place of them 'we are invited to sing the sonnets
of men who have been enemies of the Gospel, and rhymes devoid of
Scriptural truth. Meanwhile some of our friends boast of Church work
and Church progress. At the present time, when Ritualism as a
religious power is largely exhausted, we have much to fear from the
action of Evangelicals. Thank God, some faithful witnesses remain, but
ihey are not usually account'-ld "men of mark." Would to God that we
could see signs of heart-seal'ching and anxious inquiry! Will any of the
speakers at the approaching May meetings dare to lift up their voice
and utter a note of warnin~ P It may be that the people are ready to
be called, but "if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who sball
pr, pare himself for the battle P"
ALTHOUGH we shall bless and praise
ac~nowledge the debt we

only thereby

it.-Romaine.

God through eternity, we shall
owe, but not pay an atom of
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THE LUKEWARMNESS OF THE LAITY.
" OH! I don't like to."
A few mornings ago, a friend of ours, a
country gentleman, met a well.to-do tradesman at a railway station.
Our friend, knowing the tradesman was a prominent worker in church
matters, observed, "I hear that there are strange goings on at your
church, and all manner of Ritualistic practices are being adopted."
"Yes," said the tradesman, "it is so, and I greatly deplore it."
" Well," said our friend, "why do you not protest against such
doings ~ " And the response was, "Oh, I don't like to, our clergyman
is such a kind man, and so good to the poor." There it is! the laity,
are too lukewarm to make any move in opposition, and so these
Ritualistic, Priestly Pardons get it all their own way. But it seems our
Lancashire men ara made of different stuff, for we read in the
Manchester Courier of April 6th, that at a meeting held at the Marketplace, to protest against the action of the Very Rev. the Dean of
Manchester at the recent Cathedral vestry meeting:"The Chairman, Mr. J. H. BATES, said: It was with a feeling of
deep regret that that meeting had been called. Most of those present
knew why it had been called. It was because of the treatment Protestants received at the annual vestry meeting in the Cathedral a little
time ago. They, Protestants, valuing the principles of the Reformation,
strongly objected to any of the doctrines of the Church of Rome being
introduced into the Established Church, though he regretted to say
Romish practices had been introduced in many quarters. They, as
Protestants, felt it their bounden duty to condemn those practices
which were rejected by the early Reformers. They also wished
to mai tain their Reformed Church and its worship free from
the superstitions and idolatry of the Church of Rome. They
had called that meeting for the reasons stated above. Canon
KNOX-LITTLE had approved of auricular confession, which had been
declared a sink of iniquity. They believed that the principles of the
Church of Rome, if introduced into the Church of Englan<l, would
result in the increase of immorality among the people of this country.
Many people imagined that, those few Protestants who went to the
Cathedral on Easter Tuesday and opposed Roman Catholic doctrines,
were haiting the clergy and making trivial objections, but it was not
so. They protested against the same things as the early Reformers
protested against when they threw off the yoke of Rome. The
Chairman referred his hearers to Roman Catholic countrias, and
asked whether there was anything which they could copy with advantage
to our morals or religion 1 Dr. NEWMAN had declared that the work
of the Church Union, which was composed largely of English clergymen,
was to permeate Protestant bodies in this country with a leaven of
Romanism, in order to prepare ,them for ultimate absorption into the
Roman Catholic Church."
Other addresses followed of a most outspoken character. We trust
more of our Protestant laity may be stirred up to do likewise. It does
not do to let the Ritualists have it all their own way. We know of
two churches where the clergymen have tried it on, but influential
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men have risen up and protested firmly against it, and have carried their
point, much to the comfort and satisfaction of the people. May
our laity be stirred up in this matter, nothing is more obnoxious than
"lukewarmness," especially in religion. "Because," said the Angel to
the Church of the Laodiceans, "thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot; I will spew thee (that is, eject thee with abhorrence) out of
My mouth."
One thing we can affirm as a fact, the Ritualistic innovations and
mummeries practised in our churches are driving our best county-men
out of the Church in disgust, resulting in either indifferentism or
infidelity.
THE EDITOR.
IT IS HIGH TIME FOR ENGLAND TO AWAKE OUT OF
HER SLEEP.
ARCHBISHOP VAUGHAN (so-called), writing on the sacerdotal development in the Protestant Church of England, makes the following
remarkable, but, alas! we fear, too truthful indictment. He says;Not only is the attitude of the population changed, but the very
Esta blishment which was set up in rivalry to the Church, with a Royal
Supremacy triumphantly pitted against the Papal Supremacy-this very
Establishment has changed its temper and attitude. Its bishops, ministers,
and people are busily engaged in ignoring or denouncing those very
Artides which were drawn up to be their eternal protest against the old
religion. The sacramental power of orders, the need of jurisdiction, the
real presence, the daily sacrifice, auricular confession, prayers and offices
for the dead, belief in purgatory, the invocation of the Blessed Virgin and
the saint8, religious vows, and the institution of monks and nuns -the
very doctrines stamped by the Thirty.nine Articles as fond fables and
blasphemous deceits-all these are now openly taught from a thousand
pulpits within the Establishment, and as heartily embraced by as many
crowded congregations. The image of the Blessed Virgin has been put
up with honour over the principal side entrance to Westminster Abbey;
and the Queen of Heaven has been recently enthroned under the great
dome of St. Paul's . . . . In a word, Catholic doctrines and practices are
being reinstated all over the land, and the old heresies C'l.st out. The
arch has been tUl'npd, the keystone alone is wanting. . . . . If the progression of change be at the same ratio during the next sixty years as
during the past, before the end of another century England may be
practically Catholic again.
Oh, I would that the Church of England would mark these ominous
words and take warning ere it is too late. Some of our Evangelicals
are believing that the Roman Catholic archbishop's indictment is exaggerated, and they express no fear.
For my part, observing with pain
the rapid progress of Ritualism, I do not think the picture is in the
least overdrawn.
Oh, that the Lord of greatness and power would raise up in our
midst some LUTHER, or WHITEFIELD, or JOHN KNOX, who would procl'l.im the warning voice, and arouse the Church of England out of
her fatal sleep.
The Romish practices and sacerdotal teaching, if
persisted in, will most certainly ruin her. Of this we have not the
shadow of a doubt, and that upon her ruin England will become
'c practically Catholic again."
THE EDITOR.
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SUNDAY OPENING OF ART GALLERIES.
To "The Evening News and Post."
SIR,-All honour to Mr. Alderman TRELOAR and the eighty-seven
eensible men who have succeeded in throwing open the Guildhall Art
Exhibition on Sundays! Theirs is the triumph of reason, refinement,
.and benevolence over the narrow ChadbaXldism, which as HOOD wittily
says"Looks on erring souls as straying pigs,
That must be lashed by law whenever found,
And driven to church as to the parish pound."

Om old friend the City Press, in a paragraph over the appropriate
'Signature of "Dogben-y," foresees only evil results from this most timely
and wise concession. It trots out once more the "Continental Sunday,"
that effete old battle-horse which bigots and fanatics have pretty well
ridden to death. I do think, Sir, that a person who at this time of day
can seriously hint that facilities for the Sabbath contemplation of noble
works like POYNTER'S "Israel in Egypt," or LANDSEER'S " Monarch of
the Glen" may eventuate in such enormities as the Moulin Rouge or the
Elysee Montmartre, is not an unfit subject for a Commission de Lunatico.
With the many thousands for whom church and chapel have no attractions,
and whose tastes do not gravitate towards the Black Bull or the Turk's
Head, what atmosphere can be more purifying, more elevating than that
()f a well-ordered art gallery?-I am, &c.,
15, Salisbury Road, N.E.
HENRY J. FURLEY.
The above letter needs more space to deal with than allotted to us
here, and perhaps that excellent paper quoted (The City Pu,ss) may
have replied to Mr. FURLEY. But for the present moment I take up
the current number of The News and read the following indisputable
statements with a spirit of thankfulness, if a degree of failure be a
marked feature of this departure from the fourth commandment.
Thankfulness, I say, in believing that whilst the enemy is frustrated,
we are reminded how our God has yet His reserved seven thousand,
who, in this Christian land of liberty and Gospel privileges, have not
bowed the knee to serve Baal.
" Ye cannot wor3hip God and
mammon." And of the day which He instituted for Himself we read,
,. God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it"; therefore our care
should be against profaning it:SUNDAY OPENING OF MUSEUMS.
THE Rev. Dr. PEAKE, Secretary of the Lord's Day Observance Society,
gives some important statistics which conclusively show that the Sunday
opening of museums has by no means met with popular support.
There are now twenty-four towns throughout the country of a population exceeding 100,000. Of these, twelve have adopted some degree of
Sunday opening, while twelve have refused. There are tbirty-four towns
of a population between 50,000 and 100,000. Of these only eleven have
sanctioned Sunday opening, while twenty-three have not, or have tried it
and renounced it. Of sma.ller towns having museums, libraries, and the
like, Darlington, Heywood, Leamington, Sale, and Stockton are in favour
of Sunday opening, and about one hundred are opposed to it,. Nine
places, having tried the experiment of Sunday opening, have renounced it,
namely, Birkenhead, Chester, Coventry, Maidstone, Northampton (as regards
the museum), Oxford, Stoke-on-Trent, Worcester, and W orkington. In-
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ereased attendance ia reported at only seven institutions, stationary
attendance is admitted at six, while decreased attendance is recorded at
nineteen institutions, among these being (libraries) at Birmingham (42 per
cent. in ten years), Heywood (empty), Ipswich (nearly deserted), Newcastle,
Oldham, and St. Helens (slight); art galleries and museums at Birmingham
(39. per cent. in five years), Bradford, Halifax (50 per cent. in three years),
LeIcester (42 per cent. in two years), Liverpool (great decrease, artificially
disguised), Manchester (71 per cent. in three years), and Middlesbrough
(dropped from 1882 to 113).
Some very significant examples are given of the character of the
attendance at institutions opened on Sunday. "At Manchester," we read,
"a very large proportion of the visitors are 'boys'; it may safely be said
that they would be better Christians and better citizens if gathered into
Sunday Schools and Bible Classes. At Battersea, 'a number of young
girls' frequent the library on Sundays. At Kensington the attendance,
small as it is, is 'almost entirely young boys and girls.' At Heywood,
"children fl'equented the library between Sunday School and tea-time,'
not to read, but to hold a sort of conversazione. At Liverpool Art Gallery,
the number of boys frequenting it has been publicly commented on. The
Vicar of Kensington reports that the Albert Hall concerts have 'proved
a great attraction to the elder scholars of his Sunday School.' The
Maidstone Museum was closed because it had become a mere playground
for .noisy boys and girls. The Stoke-on-Trent Library was closed for
similar reasons. The Birkenhead Library, now closed, showed an inordinate
demand for merely juvenile literature on the Sunday. Chelsea Library is.
chiefly used by 'boys,' while Ipswich Library reports that the majority
of those attending are children."
It thus appears that the Sunday opening of museums, libraries and art
galleries has failed to arouse interest in at least five-sixths of the places
possessing such institutions. It has failed absolutely to maintain its
gI'ound in a fourth of the few places where it has been tried. And it has
excited the distrust of the more thoughtful of the working classes, who
can see on the Continent, and even nearer home, the close connection
between Sunday amusements and compulsory Sunday work.

THE

MORNING

(REVELATION

STAR.

xxii. lB.)

BLISSFUL source of light and love!
Morning Star! arise and shine;
Come with blessings from above,
Cheer this drooping heart of mine:
Chase the clouds of night away;
Haste the dawn of endless day.

Food and raiment still provide,
While I tread the thorny road:
Give me strength, whate'er betide,
Still to bear life's weary load;
Casting every care on Thee,
'Till mine eyes Thy glory see.

Here I linger far from home,
Far from those I love the best:
Through the desert sands I roam,
, Finding here no place of rest:
Saviour, guide my wandering feet,
'Till before Thy throne we meet.
Scarborough.

Then, with all the ransomed throng,
Glorious will our praises be;
While angelic hosts prolong
Heaven's immortal harmony.
Jesus, let Thy kingdom come;
Take Thy waiting pilgrims home.
W. S. ROBINSON.

IT is a terrible stroke to nature to think of. being stripped of all,
and not to have a rag of duty or self-righteousness left to look at.Wilcox.
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KEPT FOR THE KINGDOM.
BEING A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE LAST DAYS OF THE LATE MR. GKORGE.
LUCK, OF WADHURST, SUSSEX.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Sm,-I am requested to give you some account of the departure
of one of your readers. I feel my unfitness for the task, and could
wish it had fallen into more able hands. It is a case which many
will fail to understand, and that is difficult to write; yet, if I can
describe the case as it was, there may be some who will, perhaps,
reap encouragement and consolation. You know some of the LOI d's
people
"more smoothly go,
Secure from hurts and harms."
Others pass, as Erskine has it, "through little wells." They drink
deeply of the "cup of trembling," wearisome nights are appointed
them, and Satan sets upon them with fierce temptations. Well I know
the path, and deeply I can sympathize with those who are in it. I
passed through it some years ago, and for nine awful months had to
know the power of "Giant Despair" j more recently I had again to
go into the same furnace for ten months, till frequently I felt as if
my reason would be gone in five minutes; so that I could and did
sympathize with my poor friend, and, as it were, felt his every pain
and pang. You see how the Word is fulfilled, "That we may be able
to comfort them that are in any trouble with the same comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God" (2 Cor. i. 4); and, like
Elihu's messenger and interpreter, said to be ., one among a thousand ".
(Job. xxxiii. 19-23).
"Oh, how rare and scarce those interprllters are," my friend used
to say. " Ah, no one but Mr. W-- understands me!" True, to meet
these cases, one must be a "messenger in the Lord's message," and
an interpreter, to be able to explain the Lord's dealings with His
bitterly-tried and tempest-tossed children. It was so strange that I
had only just emerged from my awful ten months' tempest, with the
sweetest testimonies of His love and grace-yes, with many a lovekiss from His lips-with the sweetest assurances that I shall one day
be with Him, and see, "The highest King in highest place." Thus
I was fitted to "comfort him with the same comfort" that I was then
realizing.
Well, my friend's very painful case might be told in a few lines,
though it spread over months and months, for each succeeding day
was but, so to speak, a repetition of the day before. "Its very
monotony increases its weight." I one day said to him, "How often
have I awoke in the morning, and asked, 'Oh! how shall I get
through this day ~ shall I be overcome ~ will my reason hold way ~
will He appear for me ~ " " Ah !" he said, as if it interpreted his case
a .little, "that is just it; but then you are a child of God. He loves
you, and there lies the vital difference."
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But perhaps I ought to say my friend had been a hearer of the
truth for a long while; he was one of my first hearers when I came
here, thirty-three years ago. Like hundreds beside, he was to a certain
extent, satisfied with hearing what is called-though often miscalledexperimental preaching. He had been very successful in business, was
truly kind and liberal to those he believed to be the Lord's children
or servants, and oftp,n has he lent the writer a helping hand in times
of need; and if money was needed for repairs, &c., his hand was
always first, with valuable help. He retired from trade two or three
years ago, and was blessed with every comfort-dutiful children, a
most wise and devoted wife, and everything else, combining, one would
have thought, to give him peace and rest for a long period. But the
Lord had purposed to bring him under the rod into the bond of the
~ovenant, and to show him, and us too, the deeper things that are
couched beneath, and that"True religion's more than notion,
Something that is known and felt."
His mind was assailed with the most horrible temptations, and his
physical strength was made weak under the mental pressure he was
called upon to bear.
Temptation to take his life formed the heaviest part of his burden.
-Oh, how he groaned beneath it! and often has he called upon me,
and asked me to pray with him and for him; and I always felt much
helped in begging for his deliverance, and felt certain he would come
through the storm safely. His reason seemed as if it must give way:
two of the doctors and some others advised that nothing of a religious
kind should be laid before him, and that it was religion that had
done all the mischief! Oh, the depths of Satan r But, dear man, he
felt his only help was in the Lord. But, in justice to one of the
medical men, I ought to say that he (Dr. - - ) said to me one day,
" We can do nothing in this case; medical science is helpless here;
you are the best doctor." And well I knew it, and often did I try
to impress upon those looking on, the impossibility of any creature
existing in such a fire, only as upheld by Omnipotent love and power.
.. See a stone that hangs in air;
See a spark in ocean live."
Each would be a wonder; for the stone" to hang in air," the laws
of nature must be suspended; and for a spark to live in thp, ocean,
and the surging billows not quench it, would be such a miracle as
men have never seen. "I will turn aside, and see this great sight,
why the bush is not consumed." But the suspension of the stone, and
the existence of the spark in thfl boiling ocean, would be a less
miracle than for a soul to stand in such a storm. There were three
things that assured me he would conquer-the first, the spirit of prayer
I had for him; next, the fervent, agonizing prayers I heard from his
own lips. It mattered not who was present, with clasped hands and
tearful eyes, he would fervently cry, "Oh, Lord, save my poor soul!"
"Save me, or I perish!" "Oh, for J esu's sake, deliver my soul!"
.H Oh, come
and help me!" and scores of such-like petitions. And
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next, and chiefly, I am certain of his safety, from the Word of God,
"It shall come to pass that whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be delivered." And God's Word shall never fail! How
often, in my own case, has that text been my sheet anchor. So it
was his. Oh, the deep mercy to have a God in such a trial! Mrs.
LUCK used to read to him the account of the late Rev. W. SAUNDERS,
which was a little help to him-not to deliver, but it led him to see
that others had been in the same state, and been brought through.
Yet he would say, "Ah! but he was a child of God"; then, again, he
would wring his hands, and plead for help; and who can tell how many
of the Lord's dear ones are at this moment enduring the same ~ "The
Lord trieth the righteous," but the tried one cannot think he is "the
righteous" till God shines upon His own work. It used to cut him
cruelly when false comforters used to say, "Shake yourself out of it,"
&c. It was the "key of promise," that Bunyan saicl would" unlock
any door in Doubting Castle," that he needed; and he wanted the
faith to turn its massive wards. From my own experience, and from
God's Word, I was helped to cheer him often with the sweet assurance
that the time of help would arrive. I hoped that his valuable life
would have been spared, and that those who looked on might see the
mighty work of God. So they did, but not in my way; for on the
Saturday evening before his end he was taken very ill, and it was
felt to be best to take him to bed. Before going up·stairs (for he felt
the end was near) he cried, "0 Lord, be with me and bless me, for
Thy name and mercy's sake." Indeed, he seemed only to breathe
prayer. To repeat those cries and supplications would but needlessly
occupy your space. He passed a peaceful night, and, strange to say,
in the morning his mind seemed perfectly restored. His mind was
evidently fixed on the realities of covenant love, and he lisped the
words, "The robe of righteousness."
On my way to preach from home on tne 'Wednesday, I called to
know how he was; and, hearing I was down-stairs, he said, ~'Tell
Mr. WINSLOW, all is welL" Repeatedly after that he exclaImed,
"All is right!" I called on my return the next day, and stayed till
the (to him) happy end came, for about twelve o'clock he looked
around, and, with the sweetest of sweet smiles, he breathed his last.
"Creatures were mute,
But not the angelic throng."
W. WINSLOW.
Wadhurst.

JESUS.
How soothing to the troubled spirit is His name! It comes with
balmy sweetness to the burdened heart, and softens, soothes, and
comforts greatly him whose mind was agitated with varied ill. III ~
No; how can that be ill which calls for J esu 's aid ~ It is good. It
is blessing in disguise. It is a special favour from the Lord of
Hosts in envelope.-Musings, by D. A. D.
POVERTY of spirit is the bag into which Christ puts the riches of
His grace.-R. Hill.
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,Sermons ltub !totes ofSrrmons.
NOTES OF A SERMON,
PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. DR. DOUDNEY, AT ST. l.UKE'S CHURCH,.
BEDMINSTER, BRISTOL, ON SUNDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 13TH, 1885.

.0

"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, Wt shall be like Him;
for we shall Sl'e Him as He is."-l JOHN iiL 2.
" Now are we the sons of God." If we are among God's adopted
children, we shall never be more so than now. God will never be
more interested in us than now. There may not be a single token, or
sign, or evidence to us of this during times of darkness, but God
sees it. God is our Father, and the relationship can never be stronger
than it is now. Oh, blessed bond I-the inseparable union between
Christ and His members. How beautifully this is brought out in
John xviL-Christ the Head, His people the body; Christ the Vine,
they the branches. Oh, the oneness of this union!
I consider the words, "I will see you again, and your heart shall
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you" (John xvi. 22), to refer
primarily to Christ appearing to His disciples after His resurrection. YoU!
know they did see Him, and rejoiced, but the visit was only transcient.
They were, however, introduced to a new state of things. Christ ascended
to heaven in their sight, but by the influence of faith, and after the
gift of the Holy Spirit, they were_taughfsomething quite fresh. Before His
death, He was always with them personally, they could see Him and
hear His voice; but now they were to "Walk by faith, not by sight."
I believe., when Peter said, "I go a fishing," he was left to himself
for a time. Oh, let us beware of saying, "I should never do this or
that"; beware, for if you indulge in this self-sufficiency, God will let
you see what you are capable of saying and doing. Under the influence
of faith, we find Peter saying, "Whom having not seen, ye love; in
whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Pater i. 8). Now I am sure the
sight mentioned in our text, "We shall see Him as He is," is not
transcient. Let us notice three leading thoughts connected with our
text: I. Relation. n. Resemblance. IlL Rejoicing.
Well may the Apostle say, "Behold what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God,"
"What manner of love!" As if he were at a loss to find a word
to express it. Well indeed may we be lost in wonder, love, and
admiration. Who were the " us" 1 where did God find them't
Were they angels 1 No, no. They were the vilest among men, with
not a vestige of worthiness in or of themselves. Oh, well may the
Apostle be lost in wonder when contemplating this wonderful love.
Paul speaks of this love in Romans viii. 15, 16, "For ye have not
received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God."·
Again in Gal. iv. 6, "And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth
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the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, :Father." Also
Jeremiah, in Jer. xxxi. 20, says, "Is Ephraim My dear son 1 is he a
pleasant child 1 for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remember
him still: therefore My bowels are troubled for him; I will surely
have mercy upon him, saith the Lord." Oh, how condescending of
God to use similies which we can so readily understand! To think
that God should stoop so low as to let us call Him" Father." I believe
from my heart it is music to the ear of God, when a poor sinner
tremblingly says, "Father." There, then, is the relationship, and it
must stand good. I often tell you that during the night season I am
-often like a tempest-tossed mariner, unable to ascertain where he is,
dreading rock and danger. Oh! how blessed then to look back and
say, "Lord, Thou didst once and again call me son. I dared not
have called Thee Father hadst Thou not drawn me, and wilt Thou not
be true to Thy word 1 Can anything break the tie, or dissolve the
relationship 1 " In a less sense, God says to His people, as to their
Elder Brother, "Thou art My son." Oh, beloved, may it be yours
and mine more and more to contemplate this wonderful relationship,
the covenant "will" and "shall" of a covenam God; I will be their
God, and they shall be My people." Can He break His word 1
Did He not know what they would be 1 Did He not say, "I
knew that thon wouldest deal very treacherously 1" Yes, He knew all,
and yet loved them.
But to pass on. Never more a son than now; never nearer to God
than now j never dearer than now j but the position shall be changed.
No longer down here in a position to say, "We that are in this
iabernacle do groan being burdened." No; we shall have done with
groaning, and shall have undergone the change of which Paul says,
«Our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the
working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself"
(Phi!. iii. 20, 21).
Malachi says, "He shall sit as a Refiner
and Purifier of silver." The refiner when refining gold increases the
fuel, never withdrawing the heat until- his own face is reflected in
ihe metal. So, beloved, in a far higher sense, we are put in the furnace; the Refin!'r sits by watching the progress, and His end is not
answered until His own image is reflected in us: as our text .says,
" We shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." I know, in
our puny imagination, we may say, "How is this to be 1" Remember
what God has left on record respecting Moses, when he came down
from the mount. Well now, in a higher sense, do we not see how as
a natural consequence this will come about 1 "We are changed into
the same image from glory to glory." How the sight of Him will
eause His glory to be reflected on us, is it not verified in experience 1
If we are permitted by love and power and grace divine to have
intercourse with Christ, and behold "Him whom our soul loveth,"
when we come from His presence, how we scorn the world with its
so-called pleasures and attainments. I say that all the attainments in
this world, when contrasted with the joys of fellowship with Christ,
are as nothing.
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Oh, nothing can be compared with the joy of knowing we are one
with Christ, joint-heirs with Him, and destined to enter that glory of
which He spoke when He said, "Father, I will that they also whom
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am." Will not there be
rE'joicing then, beloved, when "We shall see Him as He is" ~ not as
He was, a "Man of sorrows," but as He is. You know what Peter
and John said at the Transfiguration, "Let us make three tabernacles,
one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias." But what comparison does that bear to this, "They shall see Him as He is"?
But another thought. If it gives the redeemed such unspeakable
pleasure when, delivered from the flesh, they see Him, think you Christ
will not share in the joy ~ Nay, nay. I believe His delight and
rapture will be full, when He says, "Here am I, and the children
whom Thou hast given Me." Why, beloved, if the redeemed are
anxious to be with Jesus, their anxiety bears no proportion to His.
Such is His love, that He says, "Whoso toucheth you, toucheth the
apple of His eye." Were it not necessary, He would never lay a
feather's weight of trouble on one of His people ; but He wants them
to do here what they will not have an opportunity of doing in heaven,
to "glorify Him in the fires." Oh, beloved, if He watches and cares
for us now, what-what will be His unspeakable joy when all His
redeemed ones are with Him, spotless and holy! Not another sigh or
groan; sin never to re-appear. Oh, what will His joy be when He
sees HiR purchased possession with Him, and He is satisfied!
A SPURIOUS RELIGION.
A FEW plain words on the fashionable, carnal, God-dishonouring
religion of the present day.
When I compare it with the religion of our Protestant forefathers,
the Reformers, and the noble army of martyrs, I think I may venture
to say, "Reprobate silver shall men call thee, because the Lord hath
rejected thee" (Jer. vi. 30).
When I compare it with the teaching and the labours of such men
as WHITEFIELD, TOPLADY, GADSBY, WARBURTON, KERSHAW, and a
few faithful men of our own times; I say, when I turn my eyes from
these true-hearted men, of whom the world was not worthy, and glance
at the professing Church of Christ, whether in the Establishment or
Dissent, I see "Ichabod" written by the finger of God upon its walls"The glory is departed from us!"
And what will be the end of it all ~ Judging from the rapid,
downward course of events, the professing world will soon become too
corrupt and loathsome to be endured any longer; and the Lord will
come again to execute judgment upon His enemies, and take to Himself
His waiting Bride-the countless millions of the Church triumphant, to
share in His glory for ever.
Scm·bO'N.rugh.
W. S. ROBINSON.
WE are for bringing to Christ, and that must not be. Not a penny
of nature's highest improvements will pass to heaven.-Wilcox.
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A FEW THOUGHTS UPON PSALM XXXIII. 18.
"Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fea?' Him, upan them that
hope in His mercy."
SUCH are the words which, I trust, God has given me to write upon,
for the encouragement of His "little ones"; and, in attempting to
write, may the Holy Ghost shine upon His Word, that we may get at
"the deep which coucheth beneath" (Deut. xxxiii. 13). One of the
evidences which God has given us in His Word of a living Christian,
is the fear of God in the heart. But some may be ready to say,
"Do not all men fear God 1" Oh, yes; but the wicked have a legal
fear on account of their sin, and with a conviction in their minds that
God is holy. The fear which they have is a horror occasioned by the
mere expectation of punishment, without any mixture of love to the
Punisher. But, little one, we have not, I trust, this kind of fear. The
fear which God's children have is a fear which worketh by love. The
fear of the Lord mentioned in our text is a grace which does not
grow in the barren soil of the human heart; for in Proverbs viii. 13,
we read that, "The fear of the Lord is to hate evil," and man, in his
fallen condition, will never hate sin until the Holy Spirit begins His
work in the soul. Come, trembling one, do you not hate evil 1 I do,
and the very workings of it in my heart. If we hate evil, and pray
that we may be delivered from the dominion of sin, it proves, I
think, that we have the fear of God in our hearts. Oh, for grace to
hate sin more and more, and live to the glory of Christ.
We also read in Psalm cxi. 10, 'I The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom"; and this verse, to my mind, means that when
God has implanted His fear in the heart, the soul begins to know and
feel what we read in Jeremiah xvii. 9, "The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it 1" I have
found it out, and I am continually doing so, for I feel myself getting
worse and worse, continually saying, "When I would do good, evil is
present with me."
Dear little one, is not this your experience 1
And with a heart so full of iniquity, so prone to wander from the
Lord, do you go unto the throne of grace, and in the name of Jesus
ask "for grace" to mortify the deeds of the body, and crucify the
flesh, with its affections and lusts 1 Something within my heart tells
me that you do; and let me ask, who has done this 1 Has Satan 1
No! Would the enemy of our souls have Elnlightened our minds and
made us feel, in some measure, that we are sinners in God's sight 1
I think not. And could we have thought or fancied it 1 If we had,
it would have melted away like ice in the sun; but, my dear friends,
it still remains, and this hatred of sin and self gets more powerful
day by day; so, then, I think we may come to this point, that "God
has implanted His fear in our hearts."
It is the new birth, that divine principle within, which is bringing
the old Adam in subjection unto Jesus Christ. We also read in
Malachi iii. 16, 17, "They that feared the Lord spake often one to'
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another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord, and
that thought upon His name." Oh, how blessed is this "spake often
one to another" ; and what else would God-fearing souls talk about but
the name of Jesus. How sweet it is, what a privilege, especially when
"Jesus Himself draws near," as He did of old. Beloved, is it your
privilege ~ Try and bless God for it. I often find the truth of God's
word verified, Proverbs xxvii. 19, " As in water face answereth to face, so .
the heart of man to man." What heart burnings! then is Jesus our
theme, our joy, yea, our All in all, and, blessed be God, He says of all
such, "They shall be Mine in that day when I make up My
jewels." May we, dear little one, have faith given us to believe this
blessed truth, "That He who hath begun a good work in. you will
perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ" (Phi!. i. 6). NEWTON once
wrote"If I must perish, would the Lord
Have taught my heart to love His Word?
Would He have given me eyes to see,
My danger and my remedy?
Revealed His name and bid me pray,
Had He resolved to say me nay?"
May God grant unto us, faith and grace to believe, "Him that
cometh I will in no wise cast out.
But our text mentions those who "hope in His mercy."
In
the midst of all my doubts and fears about the reality of the
work of God in my soul, I am forced to say that I hope in
His mercy. When I feel full of sin, as weak and helpless as
a worm, and the enemy of our souls lIuggesting all manner of wicked
things in my heart, what else can a poor sinner do but hope that God
will have mercy upon him 1 If we are to be saved, God alone must be
our Saviour. Jesus knows what kind of creatures we would be, were
it possible, but my daily experience is-getting worse and worse. But
is not growing in grace a growing out of self ~ I think so. I often
wonder why all these things should be revealed to me, but yet there is
a "something secret" which whispers, "You are God's child." May
this be an encouragement, in the Holy Spirit's haad, to the weak in
faith, and Christ shall have all the praise.
Birmingham.
"ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES."
(Only 18 years of age.-EDIToR.)
So, then, when enemIeS come to us, say we, as the three children
did to the king of Babylon, "We are not careful to answer thee
in this matter" (Dan. iii. 16), for, says the soul, "I cannot
answer any enemies; if they demand anything, go to my heavenly
Husband; He pays all for me. He paid law and justice, too, for
me; and, as all fulness dwells in Him, there is enough to pay all
demands;" and, if you have peace with God through Christ, then let
faith produce his receipt to any enemy who asks after it, which is this,
"He that believes is justified freely from all things." That is your
receipt-mark it. When ye thus live, then ye live indeed.-Huntington.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIR,-It is my pleasure to again send you a few letters for
insertion in your valuable Magazine. Our motto is, "Trust in the
Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou
,ghalt be fed" (Psalm xxxvii. 3).
FROM A LIGHTHOUSE.
Many thanks for the valuable books you have sent me from time to
time. They have been very comforting and profitable to me and my
dear partner, especially the" Wayside Notes."
FROM A LADY WORKER A~IONGST SOLDIERS.
I mmt write a line to thank you for your very valuable parcel of
books and papers just to hand. You never fail. I do not know what
I should do without your aid, as I require such a plentiful supply for
hospital and visiting the barrack rooms. Old Jonathan is always received
as a friend, even by the Roman Catholics.
FROM A MISSIONARY TO SOLDIERS.
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of books, &c., which you so kindly
sent us. Accept our heartfelt thanks for same. They admirably suit om
purpose, and were eagerly sought for by the soldiers when we took them
up. We shall be very pleased if you can again send us a few more.
FROM AN Ex.NoN.COMilIISSIONED OFFICER.
Many thanks for the continued supply of sound Gospel literature. The
monthly parcels are always welcomed by me, and their contents are
eagerly read by many. Old Jonathan still retains the vitality and fresh.
ness of its younger days. Mr. HARPER'S rich volume is especially valuable,
and for it I am deeply grateful.
FROM A MISSIONARY TO SAILORS.
Accept my thanks for the two boxes of books you so kindly sent me,
also the monthly parcels. Your kindness has enabled me to put a large
,flupply of good books on board the ships.
FROM WEST INDIES.
As I have been removed by our last Conference to - - . I shall be much
-obliged can you still continue to supply me with the monthly parcel of
tracts, &c.
FROM A SOLDIERS' HOME.
Thanks very much for most useful parcel received, very much valued as
given about and looked for.
FROM ONE WHO WORKS AMONGST SAILORS.
I beg to thank you very much for your kind present of a box of books,
which reached us on Saturday. I am SID'e they will be of value in the work
we have in hand.
With renewed thanks and kind regards,
Believe me; dear Sir, your faithful servant in Him,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.

1, Wilton Place, Salisbury, May 8th, 1894.
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PERSONAL AND PASSING NOTES.
THE "FISHER:r.fAN."
IT will be remembered by our readers that we published in our
last issue an interesting letter from a correspondent who signed himself
"A Fisherman," and in our comments we ventured to ask him if he
really did belong to that craft. The following is his reply ;DEAR SIR,--Peace be with you, and may grace be given you for
warfare and comfort. You ask me if I am a fisherman 7 I followed
that as my lawful calling for about twenty years. I have been called
to the work of the ministry about thirty years. I have been over a
few people here about eighteen years, and I have preached in most
parts of England and Wales, and the Ohannel Islands; and I have
been in three quarters of the globe; and the first place that I was
called to open my mouth in the name of the Lord was in the county
of Durham, in West Hartlepool, where that dear man of God was
born, W. ROMAINE. I was mate of a ship at that time, and my
appeamnce was not much like a parson, for I had knee boots and a
blue shirt, a red comforter, and a leather belt round my waist; and
I did not know that I could speak five words; but as soon as Ji
opened my mouth, I do believe that this portion of the Word wasfulfilled in me to some extent, "He that believeth in Me, out of his
'.901l11y shall flow rivers of living waters," for I spoke more than an
hour, and I was surprised at myself. I may say that from that time
my troubles began, and increased till I was brought down to such a,
2tate of affiiction and poverty that when one meal was gone we,
did not know where the next was to come from. On one occasion
we were brought into such destitute circumstances that I did not
know what to do, and something in me said, "Is there not a God in
• ~eaven that heareth prayer 7" I said, "There is, and I will try my
mterest there." As soon as I fell on my knees, these words dropped
into my soul, "Ask what thou wilt." Then I said, "Give me two
sovereigns this day," and before I could rise from my knees there
was a knock at the door, and there stood a gentleman; and, after
the general salutations, he asked me how I was off for cash. I said,
"My wife is just gone to market with the last trifle we have in
the world." He said, "Oan you walk with me to the bank 7" I
said I believed I could, for I had been very poorly for some time;
and when we arrived at the bank, he said, "You stay here"; and
I said, "Oh, dear Lord, I have no effects in this bank on earth,
but I do believe I have in heaven, and my precious Lord Jesus if;
the Banker, and He will cash my little note." And so He did, for
when this said gentleman came out, he said, "Here are two pounds,
and when you need more come to me, for I feel constrained to de)
you good."
I have here given you an outline of the way He hath led me,
and I also enclose you a sermon as a specimen of my Gospel net that
I am enabled to cast, I hope, on the right side of the ship.
Yours in love of the truth,
J. LEWIS.
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COM11ENTS.
As I read our brother's letter, the thought came, how specially our
dear Lord on earth took notice of and favoured fishermen; and that
passage dropped into my mind, "And Jesus, walking by the sea of
Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And He
saith unto them, Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men. And
they straightway left their nets, and followed Him" (Matt. iv. 18, 19).
Peter did follow Him, but we know with what weakness and wavering,
what falls and failures; and yet he was dear to our Lord, and our
Lord was dear to Him. "Lord, Thou knowest all things: Thou
knowest that I love Thee." And it always appears to us, in revi'3w
of his earthly career, that these are soul-melting words, at the .. ~om
mencement of his Epistles, "Peter, an Apostle of Jesus Christ""- No
longer now distrustful and disobedient, but, with the brethren he
addresses, "Obedient through the sanctification of the Spirit, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." The SpirWs work makes all the
difference in the elect of God. Well, we love fishermen, and, when
privileged to speak to them, we always noticed that where grace had
laid hold of their hearts, they were most true and outspoken. May
the Lord enrich the soul of our dear brother the" Fisherman," and
accompany his testimony for Christ with abundant blessing.-EDITOR.
J. MAYNARD, OF NORTHCOT, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA, WRITES:DEAR SIR,-Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied to you. Though so
far separated, yet how near in that bond which binds all heaven in
one. Reading your savoury pieces, it was indeed, "As face answereth'
to face in water, so the heart of man to man." The dear Lord has
been pleased to show Himself through the lattice. How sweet to
break forth in language of the poet"Afresb, my ransomed soul,
Love tunes thy heart to sing
The glories of the name
Of heaven's Eternal King."
How great is His goodness! What is more delightful to the Lord's
people than to speak of what we have tasted, handled, and felt of the
good word of life 1 But we find as we travel on, it is not always.
" My mountain stands strong; I shall never be moved." Ours is a Song
of Degrees, not a1ways in the same key. How true it is"My soul through many changes goes,
His love no variation knows."
But how sweet amidst all these changes to realize at times that resting
on our dear Lord, "casting all your care upon Him." Ah! what a
relief when He is pleased to reveal Himself. ,e The things of time, how
little they appear." How gently does the dear Lord wean us from all
things here below, and bring us to that delightful spot to say, "Now,
Lord, what wait I fod my hope is in Thee." Nothing to lean upon but
2 B2
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Himself. Oh, to be enabled day by day to live as if each day was
our last. Ready to depart, and be with Christ. Oh, to speak of His
worth! "What line can sound the mighty deep of God's unchanging
love ~" Should you at any time think me worthy of a few lines from
you, I should think it a great favour; and, though so far distant, can
join in mutual love in Him who is a Sanctuary to His people, however distant. "I will commune with you from above the mercy seat."
What a resort for us! "They sat down at Thy feet; everyone shall
receive of Thy words." Blessed position! here we prove, "He that
waiteth on Ihis Master shall be honoured." May it be yours to live
near His heart, and lean upon His bosom, for, blessed be His name, I
can witness, there is no place like it. Ah! what a pillow to rest the
weary head on! "Thou art my hiding place; Thou shalt preserve me
from (in) trouble." If not brought into that trouble, we should know
what the delivering Hand is. No; never a loved one He takes, but
He is sure to manifest Himself more fully. Then how sweet to resign
all into His hand, and say, "Of Thine own give we unto Thee." "Thou
shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance." "He healeth the
broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds." What a cluster of
precious- promises to the child of God: What a refuge have we
who know His name. May He favour you to enjoy that peace,
"Himself." Ob, the blissful portion of the Lord's people, "I in them,
and Thou in Me, that they may be one in Us." Pilgrims and strangers
we are, often wishing, like the traveller, for a nearer way home, weary
with the journey. But still He does sometimes raise us on some
elevation of Zion, where we can see our home. We sometimes find
it hard to wait the fulfilment of His promises, but His love is the
same. Has it not been" our song in the house of our pilgrimage" ~ I
know it has. Well, my dear brother, thus we travel on, sometimes
on the mount, and then down into the valley. But how blessed
(through all His dispensations) to say, "He has done all things well."
"As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round
about His people." What a protection! encircled by Omnipotence!
Ah! if we could always live in the sweet enjoyment of the knowledge
of it, where would be our fears ~
Now, my brother, I have run on-shall I say at random 1-no, I
do not think I must say that, for when the dear Lord is pleased to
make the "tongue as the pen of a ready writer," it is no random
work. Oh, the sweets of a flowing stream from the Source of our
salvation, to trace it far back, springing from the heart of Christ.
"Go, trace salvation to its source;
From God it flows, mark well its course;
The whole His love scts forth."
Thus to banquet with the King of heaven, what a rich repast! Will
the glorious theme ever be exhausted 1 Time, what a narrow limit!
Eternity-boundless!
Wishing you every blessing from the great storehouse of all our
supplies, the fulness of Christ. Oh, lofty theme! What mind can
sound the mighty deep ~ What a solace to the downcast soul, "Let
not your heart be troubled." "Why art thou cast down, 0 my
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soul ~" "Is there no king in thee ~ is thy councillor perished 1"~Do
we not often act as if such was the case ~ But" His compassions
fail not," "He remembereth we are dust." Who can trace the dateless
thoughts of God's love to His people 1 Behold," I have loved thee
with an everlasting love." What an anchor to the soul! "Underneath are the everlasting arms," to carry us safe home.
COMMENTS.

I always love, if I can, in closing a letter from a child of God, to
get at the sealing of the Spirit, in the shape of a given portion; and
in closing yours, dear friend, these words came with point and power,
"A feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full
of marrow, of wines on the less well refined." And so I felt it.
Oh, it is precious, when the ministration of the Word, as well as
the ordinances of God's house, become a feast unto the soul! And
such, dear friend, have your words become; and I rejoice to hear that
my feeble testimony has also become the same to you, cheering you
in the oft weary way to the home of peace above. And it can be
no feast to ns unless the Lord Himself sits at the head of the table,
welcomes His guests, and becomes the Sum and Substance. Oh, how
good is such a feast to the spiritual taste! and how one loathes all
earthly things, when the appetite is keen for Christ! I have been
thinking, too, that although some sixteen thousand miles separate us,
with a big ocean between, how near to each other we seem, and how
near to Christ. What a blessed oneness, based on His love, the
drawings of which are so precious!
"Hail, sacred union, firm and sh'ong!
How great the grace, how sweet the song,
That worms of earth should ever be
One with incarnate Deity."
May the dear Lord abundantly bless you, enrich yonr soul with
His own dainties, till you finally reach the triumph of grace, eternal
glory!-EDITOR.
THE

PROPOSED

DISESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND.
WHATEVER certain exalted authorities and rulers in the Establishment
may Sc1y to the contrary, .e judgment has begun at the House of God"
-visible. It is in vain that the apologists for Romish developments
(euphoniously termed "Church life") set down the solemn fact to
mere political causes. An offended God has entered into reckoning
with a backsliding Church and Nation. The persistent attitude of
the Pan-Anglican Bishops towards that Protestant and Evangelical
Truth for the teaching of which the Church of England possesses its
sole title to exist has brought about the fell crisis.
The Divine
verities which the noble Reformers and Martyrs of the sixteenth
century incorporated in the standards and formularies of England's
Protestant Church are now disdained by the majority of those
Bishops and Clergy who hold their beneficial offices in virtue
of the declaration they have publicly made that they ex anirrw
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assent to those verities. The Thirty-nine Articles are formally
subscribed and then openly set at nougbt by thousands of
The" Sacrifices of Masses" are formally
Anglican "priests."
denounced as "blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits," and forthwith Masses-" high," "low," "Cantata," "Sicca," "Requiem," and
Masses ad nauseam-are defiantly celebrated, with all the idolatrous accessories of Rome's pagan ritual! Honest minds fail to see in this ecclesiastical huckstering anytbing short of that sin of "truce-breaking" which
the inspired Apostle Paul predicted in connection with "traitors," as It
characteristic mark of "the last days" and of the" perilous times."
Ritualism is an elaborate "form of godliness" which denies absolutely
"the power of God," except as that power is supposititiously vested in
an "Apostolical Succession" and a Sacerdotal caste. The toleration of
this antichristian Ritualism by both Church and State - nor its
toleration alone, but its promotion by a thousand methods-has practically converted the Church of our Reformation forefathers into a
potent ally of the Pope's, and a deadly foe of the Faith of the Gospel
of the grace of God. "Practically," we say intentionally, for the
organic and essential character of our Reformed Church remains intact,
as the Thirty-nine Articles, the Homilies, and the authorized manual of
public worship bear documentary witness. This distinction is of the
first importance, inasmuch as the faithful few who preach, teach, and
practise in accordance with the legal written standards of the "Protestant Reformed Religion, established by Law," are justified in maintaining
their position in the Establishment and remaining the accredited defenders
of the Scriptural Faith which the Reformers of the sixteenth century
sought to perpetuate in the National Church.
The painful anomaly, however, cannot be overlooked that those who
are conscientiously attached to the Protestant Establishment, because it
is Protestant, are placed in a position of neutrality so far as fighting
for the maintenance of a practically Romanised institution is concerned.
We believe it can be shown that an influential body of Evangelical
Churchmen in the country at the present time have fuUy determined
not to take any part-for they cannot in conscience do so-in resisting
disestablishment. Thus, the High Church party, in both Church and
State., by forcing on their Popish doctrines and practices, notwithstanding any zeal they may evince for the retention of the Establishment.,
are responsible for the crisis through which the Church is passing.
Yet, alas! our rulers utterly fail to realize this remarkable anomaly.
They appear to be given up to a strong delusion. What will they do
JAMES ORlIUSTON.
in the end thereof1
BY the word grace we are to understand God's free, sovereign
good pleasure, whereby He acteth in Christ towards His people.
Grace and mercy therefore are terms that have their distinct significations. Mercy signifies pitifulness, or a running over of infinite
bowels to objects in a miserable and helpless condition. But grace
signifies that God still acts in this as a free agent, not being wrought
upon by the misery of the creature, as a procuring cause, but of His
own princely mind.-B1bnyan.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
chief feature of the past month has been the May anniversary
meetings. They seem to have been marked by more than ordinary
,enthusiasm and success. There were two splendid meetings in connexion
with the British and Foreign Bible Society, when a most satisfactory
,account was given of the Society's work, and an exceedingly hearty
welcome afforded to the venerable missionary, Dr. JOHN P ATON.
The Society closes its ninetieth year, with the Bible translated, more or less
entirely, into nearly 320 languages. Almost four millions of copies were
circulated by the Society's agents, or supplied to the Churches and
Missionary Societies during that year j and more than one thousand
~olporteurs and Bible-women were employed by it in almost all the
countries of the Old World, and many of the New, and amongst the
Zenanas of India and the East. During the eighteen centuries which
preceded the formation of this society, the Church of God at large only
succeeded in translating the Scriptures into thirty languages. How great
the progress made since !
THE

The Religious Tract Society held its ninety-fifth annual meeting, anc
had no lack of supporters. The testimony given as to the importance ot
its work was very striking, showing that, under Divine influence, it is a
most potent factor in the evangelization of all classes, races, and creeds.
Many of the societies have felt the pressure of the times, and several
show a serious deficit in their income j four missionary societies, namely, the
London Missionary Society, the Baptist, the Wesleyan, and the Methodist
Free Church, having a united deficit of nearly £54,000 j the Church
Missionary Society also had a deficit of £12,610 j but by the generosity of
its supporters, not only was that large deficit cleared off before the close of
its anniversary meetings, but even a supplementary sum of £4,000 or
£5,000 presented to it wherewith to commence its regular financial year.
The enthusiasm displayed at that society's meetings was very remarkable.
The attendance was so large that some time before the hour of commencing its first meeting in Exeter Hall, not only was the building filled
to its utmost capacity, but quite as many persons were waiting outside
for admission j and that notwithstanding that another immense meeting
was held on the society's behalf in St. J ames's Hall at the same time. It
is evident that missionary zeal ;and interest in the Lord'S work both at
home and abroad happily show no sign of flagging.
A rumour has risen that there is a considerable amount of disaffection
amongst our native troops in India, and that secret signs are now being
widely circulated, akin to those which were circulated in a most
mysterious manner previous to the terrible Mutiny. But it is to
be hoped that the rumour is incorrect. No doubt, amongst so
vast a population, embracing such a variety of races and creeds,
there will always be a number of disaffected individuals, individuals who

376

The Gospel Magazz·ne.

will always dislike our rule, be it ever so wise and just, and who ar~
ready to rise in rebellion against us at any moment if they see an
apparently suitable opportunity; but so long as they are in a minority,.
this is not of much consequence. It would, however, be well if we, as
a nation, could keep more prominently before us the immense
responsibility which rests upon us in ruling that vast population, and if
we took a deeper interest in them. Commenting upon the late census of
India, a newspaper says :There are chapters of breathless interest relating to the races and the
distribution of languages and religions-the 207,000,000 Hindus and the
57,000,000 Moslems-in this wonderful true story. But the most wonderful:
thing of all is that so few people in England know or care anything
about this. India exists for the "services." They have an interest in
it.. But outside? Yet it is a tremendous national charge, and a fact in
human history that, whether it be for a long or short time destined toendure, is very marvellous.
Modern weapons of war, deadly as they are, do not seem as yet to
have reached their climax. Experiments which have been recently
made in Germany with some new rifles, have demonstrated in a very
conclusive manner that a war in which they were used woulrl practically
be ODe of annihilation. A well-known French writer, in an article
which he devotes to the subject, says that the battlefield would at the
termination of an engagement be covered with perhaps hundreds of
thousands of corpses all crushed and broken, and that it would be·
nothing but a vast charnel house. No one would be left to bury the
dead, and pestilence would in its turn sweep away the country people.
Pointing the moral, he adds, that the man-Emperor, King, or President of a Republic-who, under these conditions, would expose the
human race to such a fate, would be "the greatest criminal that the
world had ever seen." Why, then, do not the great nations of Europe.
consent to a g'.lneral disarmament? One good effect resulting from
the knowledge of the deadly effect of modern weapons is, that the
horrors and wholesale slaughter which a war would now entail" seem
to be more and more recognized in high quarters j and persons who
formerly were in the habit of discussing the eventualities of war in a
careless and light-hearted manner, do so no longer. Yet it is too
much to hope that this will put a stop to all warfare j only the advent
of the Prince of Peace will do that.
A very remarkable article has appeared in a Jewish paper, the

Jewish Quarterly Review, written by the editor, Mr. CLAUDE G. MONTEFIORE, upon the Epistles of the Apostle Paul. Mr. MONTEFIORE is a
remarkable man; he is a prominent member of the Jewish persuasion,
and he is a profound scholar. He has publicly expressed his belief
that the Judaism of the future will have to be built up on the
teachings of Jesus contained in the Gospels j and he anticipates "a
prophetic Judaism which shall be as spiritual as the religion of
Jesus, and even more universal than the religion of Paul." He·
asks, "May a purified Christianity and a purified Judaism, each in.
friendly rivalry, lay claim to Jesus and His religion?" These are
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remarkable words for a Jew; do they indicate a coming change in the
Jewish mind 1 He criticises the Epistles of the Apostle, and, on the
whole, speaks very highly of them. Respecting the doctrine of
justification by faith, as taught in the Epistle to the Romans, he
says :So far as I can understand, the true element of moral worth in
Paul's objection to a "justification by works" is that it may cause
self-righteousness and self-delusion; it may produce that ludicrous condition of mind which demands recognition from God as a debt, and
not as grace, which claims salvation as the reward of merit, and does
not seek for it as the gift of love. Reward, desert, me,rit, boasting,
glorification, pride-these are the ideas against which Paul rightly
protests in the relation of the individual man with his God. By the
" bondage" of the law, Paul means two tbings-(l) the bondage of its
ceremonial entanglement, and (2) that the law merely orders from
without, and possesses no internal power of helping forward its own
fulfilment. "You can have Christ or the Spirit within you; you cannot
have the law within you."
Mr. MO~TEFIORE quotes in conclusion approvingly the words of a Jew,
a Spanish physician, who used to say with great earnestness, "Paul
of Tarsus was one of the finest writers I have ever read. I wish
that the thirteenth chapter of his first letter to the Corinthians were
wrote in letters of gold; and I wish every Jew were to carry it with
him wherever he went. This single chapter contains the whole of
true religion."

..

A determined attack has been made upon the Established Church
in the bringing forward by the Government of a Bill for the disestablishment and the disendowment of the Church in Wales. It is
much to be regretted that a matter of this kind should be regarded
so extensively as it is from a purely political point of view. If it
were a question of establishment at the beginning, if there were no
Established Church in the country, and it was a question of establishing anyone denomination, we should be strongly opposed to it;
but when the Established Church exists, and has existed for ages, and
when another hostile church-the Church of Rome-is only waiting
for an opportunity to slip into her place (if she can), the question is
a very different one. And supposing that the Church be disestablished,
is it right to take from her the whole-or nearly the whole-of the
endowments which have been bestowed upon her during the course of
many centuries, and to devote those endowments to such purposes as
the Government proposes to devote them, namely, to the erection and
maintenance of parish halls, museums, dispensaries and convalescent
homes, the training of nurses, and the provision of labourers' dwellings
and allotments, leaving the Church utterly destitute 1 It is said that
the chief reason for this Bill is that the Church is only the Church
of a minority; but if it be a minority, it must be a very large
minority, as evidenced by the election returns, and by the determined
opposition which has repeatedly been made by the supporters of this
movement to the adoption of a religious census for Wales. There is
little doubt that this movement originated with the tithe payers, who,
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ignoring the fact that they inherited their property with the condition
of paying tithe, or that they purchased it at a proportionately less
price because of tithe being chargeabb upon it, imagined that if they
could get the Ohurch disenclowed they would have no more tithe to
pay, and consequently that they would be able to put the amount into
their own pockets. This Bill has probably somewhat dispelled their
illusion; but an agitation of this ldnd once got up is not easily checked.
The Ohurch in Wales has doubtless much reason also to blame itself for
this movement; she has not done her duty in the past as she ought
to have done, she has been careless and worldly, It is said that a great
change has taken place in her of late years, and that there have been
great improvements. If this be so, why cut her up root and branch while
a change for the better is going on 7 The Bill has passed the second
reading in the House of Oommons; but it can hardly become law
during this Session. If, however, it be set aside for a while, it will,
in all probability, be soon brought forward again; and there is every
reason to believe that it is intended as a flank movement against the
whole Established Ohurch in England as well as in Wales.

LOOKING FOR OHRIST'S SEOOND APPEARANOE.
COME again, dear Lord, in glory,
Millions then will rise to triumph
Come and set Thy ransomed free,
In their dear Redeemer's name;
Dust from dust to raise pure, holy, Jew.and Gentile, Sl1illt and seraph,
Evermore to be with Thee;
Will aloud His lo,e proclaim;
Union then, of soul and body,
Endle,s ages,
Glorified mortality.
Join to sing His matchless fame.
Let this hope that I among them
May unite in blessed song,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Saved me by their power alone'
Hallelujah!
Glory to the Great Thl·ee-One.
L. E. LADls.*
Hastings.
THERE is more pleasure in suffering than sinning; for a saint of God
may suffer and not sin, but he cannot sin and not suffer.-Venning.
* Dear one in the flesh and in the Spirit, if I mistake not you are approaching
your eighty·seventh milestone on the road of ilie. Your were alwa.ys a singing one,
iu the highest sense, in the strains of glory to the Eterna.l Three. I only wish that
those who think religion is a dull and melancholy thing knew you, for they would
witness in your life the embodiment of these familiar lines"'!'is religion that can give
SWtetest pleasures while we live;
'Tis religion can supply
Lasting pleasures when we die."
Well do I remember, when you were in deep distress and trouble, your g ,ing to
the piano and, with tears streaming down your face. bursting out in song and praise,
"Rock of Ages, cleft for me," &c.; and time still finds you singing, singing joy
notes, which re·echo the songs of the redeemed above. Methinks they breath a
precious nearness to the pearly gates.-EDITOR.
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Anm.al Report of the Aged Pilg1'ims' Friend Society.
WE have received the annexed Report of the above Society's work for
the past year. To any visiting amongst its pensioners the work is
seen in its reality, adaptation, and value, and the expressions of gratitude from its recipients is very cheering and encouraging. In the
words of the ReportA life of threescore years or more bears manifold inscriptions of the
grace of God, and on it the promise glows in letters of heavenly light,
"Even to your old age I am He; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you;
]; have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you."
As health declines and energy abates and faculties, one by one, become
impaired. the gracious covenant-keeping God of His people does not
leave them to bear up as best they can under the burden which old age
brings with it, but upholds them with His everlasting arms, and for
eighty-seven years He has been pleased to use the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society as an instrument to this end.
The promise also describes those who are "aged pilgrims," "made" so
by Him whose" workmanship" they are elsewhere declared to be; not
carrying their religion as a dead-weight but possessing a religion which
carries them, and resting on their lifting and carryin~ God, whose bearing
of His people has been likened to a fatber carrying his child, to an eagle
taking her young upon her wings, to the shepherd with the lamb in his
bosom. But no shepherd, nor mother-bird, nor human father, ever bore
as the Lord bears, for He bears from within as the soul lifts and bears
the body.
Is not the mute appeal of the aged Christian poor strong and pathetic
to all who are partakers of the same spiritual life, and who, through this
Society, may minister to their needs? Relations and friends pass away;
a sense of intense solitude in the world of living men steals upon the
heart, and a longer life only makes its possessor a greater stranger upon
the earth. Eli's eyes become dim, Barzillai can hear no more the voice
of singing men and singing women. From such points of view, dreary and
monotonous are the lives of the aged, but these feed upon "the .hidden
manna," and find the precints of the tomb to be the portals of heaven,
and into their hands who need it most God puts the special staff of
promise.
The principles upon which the founders of the Society commenced its
work have been conserved with fidelity, and their strength and stability
have been demonstrated by the age and growth of the institution.
The Committee, in order to prevent misconception as to the character
and aims of the Society, would point out that its benefits are for" the
household of faith "-that is, for those only who have been led as sinners
to trust in the Lord Jesus for salvation, and who have experienced the
Holy Spirit's sanctifying work in their hearts.
The Scriptural basis of the Society is "a declaration of those things
which are most surely believed among us," and, within the boundaries
indicated, the work is thoroughly undenominational, because poverty and
old age and the love of Christ are undenominational. Members of almost
every section of the Christian Church are upon the pension lists, and
the Committee rejoice to have the sympathy and support of all who,
though divided upon minor matters, can heartily unite in helping the
Lord's aged poor for the Lord's sake.
The mode of obtaining the pensions is very simple: there are no votes
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to be wearily sought for, or elaborate forms to be filled up. Subscribers
of two years' standing, qualified under the rules, are entitled to recommend a candidate. A nomination paper is signed, and the nominee, if
Jiving in London or Brighton, is visited by two memberfl of the com·
mittee; if dwelling in the country, certified statements have to be transmitted, and, if deemed necessary, personal visitation takes place. The
Five Guinea Pension is received in due course, and the Seven Guinea
Pension is bestowed, as often as the funds permit, upon pensioners on
the lower list, all being dealt with strictly in rotation. Ten of the pensioners, in the order in which they stand in tbe society's case book, and
who have attained the age of eighty.five, are advanced to the Ten Guinea
Pension yearly.
Votes are only needed by other of the recipients who wish to obtain
the Ten Guinea Pension, or who desire to be admitted as inmates of the
Homes. Tbe Oommittee believe that tbis modified form of the voting
system is of real benefit to the Society, and against which no objection
can be fairly taken.
Any Ohristian of the age of sixty and upwards, and not possessing an
income of more than seven sbillings weekly, or ten shillings if married,
is eligible for the pension. Oare is taken that no persons are placed
upon the books whose relations are in a position to support them. The
recipients, wbo are of both sexes, dwell in all parts of the United Kingdom. In tbe four Homes 180 of the pensioners have peaceful dwellings
in life's eventide, where they tranquilly wait their Lord's time.
Personal visitation is a marked feature of the work, the pensioners in
t he metropolitan and several other districts being paid monthly by the
Oommittee, lady visitors, and otber friends; to those in other places
quarterly remittances are made. Thus the pensions come from the warm
baud of Ohristian love, and pleasant intercourse is promoted. Tbe aged
ones are not regarded as "c~ses," but as brethren and sisters redeemed
with the precious blood of Ohrist. This plan keeps the Society to the
individual personal treatment of need.
By means of the pensions, hundreds of the Lord's aged poor are
enabled to pass their closing years free from the pressing weight of
pecuniary care, and from the fear of having to entoCr the workhouse.
Honest, hard-workin~ children can still have their parents in their midst,
and the gracious influence which so often emanates from the occupant
of "the old arm·chair " continues to be felt in families and neighbourhoods where it is sorely needed. May it not therefore be affirmed that
the Institution benefits not only individuals and Ohristian Ohurches, but
the nation also? for God's children are "the salt of the earth," and
these precious grains, whose silent, penetrative influence preserves
society from decay, should be maintained over as wide a surface as possible.
A summary of the Society's guiding principles may be thus expressed:
A scriptural and undenominational basis-discrimination in the reception of candidates-and a simple, safe, and direct mode of providing
permanent help for the aged Ohristian poor, and on the lines indicated,
the problem of "old age pensions," occupying so much public attention,
is being solved.
A comparison of the past with the present will show how wonderful
has been the growth of the institution, every decade witnessing an
expansion of its operations. Three pensioners, receiving a t.otal of £15
158. were on the books in 1807; in tne Society's jubilee year there were
432, with an expenditure of £2,029, and to-day there are 1,272, with a
pension list of £8,196 per annum.
Since its foundation no less than 5,897 aged pilgrims have, as life
pensioners, received a total sum of upwards of £238,000.
The pensions and the Homes together need an annual income of
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upwards of £10,000, but, much to the anxiety of the Committee, the
re~ular contributions fall far short of this sum.
The sum total of annual subscriptions for the year is £3,523, being an
increase of £101 on the previous twelve months, and the largest yet
reported. New annual contributions of 7s., 10s., and 14s. are urgently
needed in order to increase the free income of the Society and thus
strengthen its financial basis. Many young friends have been enrolled
as contributors of these sums, and if every subscriber would kindly
obtain one such new supporter during the year, the end in view would
be attained.
1,272 pensioners are now upon the books. The annual pension expenditure is £8,100, tbe largest outlay yet reported.
The recipients are as follows :-162 on tbe Ten Guinea Pension, 331 on
the Seven Guinea, afJd 779 on the Five Guine],.
All approved candidates are now placed at once on the Five Guinea
Pension, that clause in the rule granting them a preliminary allowance
of 5s. monthly, baving been suspended through the kind help of
J. T. MORToN, Esq., and the Committee hope ultimately to propose its
deletion.
652 pensionera dwell in the metropolis, and 620 in other parts of tha
United Kingdom. 917 are over 70 years of age, and of this number 239
are upwards of 80, and 16 more than 90. 151 are men, being 13 per
cent. of the entire number. 140 have been nominated during the year,
but 6 having been found ineligible, the total number received was 134.
Their average age was 67.
123 have entered into their eternal rest; and 5 have withdrawn, through
improvement in circumstances; 3 were inmates of the Camberwell Asylum,
11 of the Hornsey Rise Asylum, and one of the Brighton Home.
The
general mortality has been somewhat higher thau last year. The average
age of the deceased was 77.
The average duration of a pension is 10 years, and the total cost to
the Society not less than £60. Several recipients have been on the books
over twenty years; the three oldest having respectively received £213,
£207, and £195.
26 pensioners were elected to the Ten Guinea Pension in June, and 2
raised witbout election. Having in view that 10 will now be raised i>:<
rotation, the Committee propose to elect 20 in June next.
39 of the Five Guinea pensioners have been placed on the Seven Guinea
list, and it is proposed to raise 34 more in July. This pension is a
welcome boon to those who have no early prospect of receiving Ten Guineas
per annum.
The Lord of pilgrims took a crown of thorns before HfJ put on a diadem
of glory, and will have His servants honour Him in like order; but every
day plucks a thorn from trial, and brings His travellers nearer their
desired haven. As they journey, may many more aged pilgrims have their
closing years made bright and peaceful through this Society.
The ranks of the Committee and Lady Visitors have remained unbroken
by death during the year, but two of the Society's oldest friends have
been called home.
On April 21st, at the age of eighty-two, the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, for
fifty-three years editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZJNE, and for many years
vicar of St. Luke's Church, Bedminster, Bristol, peacefully entered into
the joy of his Lord. He was always ready, from pulpit and in the press,
to plead with persuasive and loving earnestness the claims of the Society.
His personal interest in the welfare of the pensioners, shown in many
ways, continued unabated to the end. The Committee feel that the
Instit,ution has lost a true friend, and they pray that the Lord may
graciously raise up others to be equally useful.
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Mr. JOHN GADSBY, of Brighton, departed this life on October 12th,
aged eighty-four years. He took a deep interest in the Society, and in
former years, by his interesting and instructive lectures on Oriental
life, derived from personal visits to the East, added considerable sums
to the funds.
The institution owes much, under the Divine blessing, to the loving
ministration of Christian women. In God's Word the standard of godliness for such is not that of a religious recluse, shut up from active
obligations under the pretence of greater sanctity and consecration to
God; but, "She stretcheth out her hand to the poor: yea, she reacheth
forth her hands to the needy"; and to the lady visitors, for their invaluable
services at the Homes and amongst the out-pensioners, the Commiitee
present their cordial acknowledgments.
Grateful mention should also be made of the Lady Collectors and Officers
of the Auxiliaries, including all friends who have so willingly assisted in
the Society's work, and to those ministers of the Gospel who, from pulpit
and platform, have pleaded for the institution, and who have preached
in the Asylums' Chapels, the obligations of the committee are wl1,rmly
expressed.
May the God of all grace enable each one to remember that"All that thou hast and art
Are but the Lord's, by purchase and by
Bring a whole offering, worthless though
The love which took thy cross, and bore
Paid the full price, 0 ransomed one, for

right.
it be;
its smart,
thee."

Sermons by the late Joseph Irons.

By post, H-d. each, four (post free)
for 4d., from David Fisk, 6, Brighton Place, Brighton.

WE have long rejoiced in Mr. FISK'S work in republishing these
sermons, and take this opportunity of expressing our appreciation of
his services, and hope that lovers of the truth will support and encourage him. Of course I feel personally the more strongly, for dear
J OSEPH IRONS was my revered pastor, and, nnder God, the inst.rument
of bringing me to the knowledge of divine things, and his sermons (of
which I have six volumes) are as the finest wheat to my soul. The
one, "Zion Under a Cloud," I well remember hearing from his own
lips, and, although it is well-nigh forty-four years ago, the savour
It was a memorable evening;
rests upon my spirit to this day.
Grove Chapel was packed, and we had to borrow forms and chairs
I have seen in that hallowed
from a neighbouring Institute.
sanctuary, the late Lord RODEN, Lord BROUGHAM (called HARRY
BROUGHAM), Lady LUCY SMITH, and others of the noble of
the land; and the late Rev. J. GOWRING, the blind clergyman,
was a constant worshipper.
Those were golden days with Grove
Chapel and "G. C." It is singular that as I opened this packet of
choice corn ::>f the Gospel, kindly sent by Mr. FISK, tha following
passage dropped into my mind: "And the famine was sore in the
land" (Gen. xliii. 1). I am sure it is so spiritually now, and the
cloud over Zion has become deeply intensified. So very little pure grain
of the Gospel is now to be had, that we are much indebted to Mr. FISK
for opening thus a store in the shape of these precious Sermons for
the Lord's hungry ones. From the bottom of my heart I wish him
God speed. .
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Egyptian Hall of the Mansion House-the scene of so many
notable gatherings in the cause of religion and philanthropy-was on
Monday, May 21st, placed by the LORD MAYOR at the disposal of
this excellent Society for the purpose of the annual meeting. The
LORD MAYOR presided, and amongst those supporting his Lordship on
the platform were Sir H. W. PEEK, Bart., the DEAN OF NORWICH,
the Rev. W. R. MOWLL, the Rev. R. B. RANSFORD, the Rev. C.
HEJ\UNGTON, the Rev. G. PLAFORD, Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE, Mr.
GEOItGE DOUDNEY, Mr. J. PARKS and Mr. F. A. BEVAN (treasurers),
Mr. E. RAWLINGS, Mr. E. TANNER, Mr. S. SQUIRE, Mr. W. ABBoTT,
Mr. J. HODGES, Mr. W. J. MARTIN, Mr. T. GREEN, Mr. C. BILLETT,
Mr. J. BUSH, Mr. G. CREASEY, Mr. T. CARR, Mr. J. W. HOSE,
Mr. E. LAWRANCE, and Mr. J. E. HAZELTON (secretary). That
the privilege was appreciated was evidenced unmistakably by the large
muster there "as on the occasion of those who, in the words of the
DEAN OF NORWICH, "care for the aged, and especially the scriptural
aged." Enthusiasm always characterizes the anniversary celebrations
of the Aged Pilgrims; but on Monday, possibly because of the historic
hall in which the members were meeting, there seemed to be an even
greater measure than usual of the rejoicing the continued prosperity of
the charity calls forth. Very appropriately the proceedings were prefaced
by the singing of TOPLADY'S grand hymn, the" Rock of Ages." Prayer by
the Rev. R. B. RANSFORD, the Lord Mayor's chaplain, followed, and then
the Secretary read an abstract of the report, from which it appeared
that the income of the Society had a tendency upwards, this being
especially marked in the most important branch of the receipts,
namely, the annual subscriptions, which last year amounted to £3,523.
The total income for the year, including £2,615 in legacies, £1,428
contributed by the auxiliaries, and the balance brought forward from
the last audit, was £10,307. The amount distributed in pensions was
£8,196, and £2,000 had been spent in maintaining the four homes of
the society. No less than £1,272 pensioners were now upon the
books, and of this number 162 received ten guineas, 351 seven guineas,
and 779 five guineas per annum. The committee acknowledged with
gratitude the receipt of generous and useful presents for the pensioners
from Mr. J. T. MORTON. The work of the homes had been well
maintained, the number of inmates at the present time being at
Camberwell, 42; at Bomsey Rise, 120; at Brighton, 7; and at
Stamford Hill, 11.
The reading of the report concluded, the LORD MAYOR, who presided, in a few hearty words welcomed all present, assuring them that
it gave him great pleasure to grant the use of the hall for the meeting.
The DEAN OF NORWICH, in an eloquent speech, next proposed the
adoption of the report and the election of the committee for the ensuing
year, the resolution also ascribing praise to God for His blessing upon
the work of the Society. The Dean, at the outset of his remarks,
expressed thankfulness to God that it was still the custom in England
to offer praise to God at meetings such as theirs. They thanked God
that the liberty was still theirs, and rejoiced in the fact that in this
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classic hall, in the great centre of the world's charity, they could meet
under the dignified auspices of the LORD MAYOR and publicly praise
the Lord God of Israel. They had very good reason for their thanksgiving! firstly, because of the Society's munificent and glorious work,
and secondly, for the way in which that work was done. The Society
had for its object the care of the scriptural aged; those who loved the
Master; those who studied the Word which was the sheet anchor of
their liberties and of their life; those who rejoiced "with joy
unspeakable and full of glory" in the blessed prospect that Jesus Christ,
by His finished work and His glorious and all-sufficient atonement, had
opened out for every child of Adam, rkh and poor, bond and free,
illiterate and learned. To the aged Christian poor the Society gave its
aid by providing for them in one of its homes or by means of pensions.
When he considered its small beginnings, and the fact that at the
present moment 1,300 persons were receiving the munificence of the
Society, he felt extremely thankful. Might that number be increased,
might they have larger donations, and might they have more friends;
for they might depend upon it there would be greater need for the
operations of the Society in the futute than there had ever been in the past.
Sir HENRY PEEK bore earnest testimony to the value of the ·work.
Mr. F. A. BEVAN, in supporting the resolution, mentioned that that
was the first occasion in the history of the institution that it had
held its annual meeting in the Egyptian Hall of the Mansion House,
and said he felt that the result of the meeting would be to stir up a
greater interest in the work than had ever been known before. In
fact, the droppings of the shower had already begun, for as he entered
the room Sir HENRY PEEK gave him a bank note for ten pounds, and
the secretary had received another bank note (anonymously given) for
one hundred pounds. He added that most of the SociHty's beneficiar'ies
were women, only thirteen per cent. of the whole being of the sterner sex.
The Rev. G. HAZLERIGG said the basis of the Society was Scriptural
and undenominational, and he was glad to know that the benejiciaires
were not treated as paupers, but as brethren and sisters in the Lord
Jesus Christ.. He suggested that the Society should try to increase its
income by obtaining a larger number of small subscriptions. The resolution was carried. The Rev. W. R. MowLL moved a resolution commending the Society to the sympathy and support of all the Christian
public, and in a forcible and practical speech he alluded to the
difficulty which persons advanced in years experienced in obtaining
employment, and recommended, like the last speaker, the multiplication
of small subscriptions. Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE, in seconding the
resolution, said that he had known something of the work of the
Society for half a century, and he knew of no organization doing
a greater amount of good in a more unobtrusive way than this institution, which was economically as well as excellently managed. The
resolution was supported by the Rev. W. SINDE~, and unanimously
agreed to.
A vote of thanks was passed to the LORD MAYOR, and the great
gathering then terminated with a collection-during the taking of which
the well-known hymn by ADDISON, "When all Thy mercies," was sung
-and the Benediction, pronounced by the Rev. G. PLAFORD.
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