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.. \\-no comrorteth us in all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God!'-z COR. i. 4.

GREAT

~IERCIES.

"But with great mercies will I gather thee."-IsAIAH liv. 7.
THE Lord's scattered family are by the Covenant promise a-ssured of
present and eternal union with Himself, for "unto Him shall the
gathering of the people be." That which sin scattered grace will
yet effectually unite. The GOD of salvation is not a GOD of confusion, but of order. Separation and chaos are conditions in which
the mind of JEHOVAH can find neither complacency nor rest. The
grand purpose and counsel of the ETERNAL TRINITY are to subdue
all things to the law of righteousness and truth. Grace and judgment will triumphantly accomplish this blessed end. The world of
the unbelieving, the Scriptures plainly assert, will compulsorily
confess that JESUS is LORD, in the great day of His wrath. And
the redeemed Church of GOD, in that momentous crisis, will joyfully
acclaim Him LORD of all.
Mercy is the dividing line between the Church and the World.
"I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I will have compa-ssion." So runs the fiat of
sovereign grace. None of us rebel-hearted sinners has any, the
remotest, claim on that mercy and compassion. "It is not of him
that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of GOD that showeth
mercy" (Rom. ix. 15, 16). We forfeited our original standing before
GOD, when, in our first father, we renounced all allegiance to our
CREATOR'S beneficent authority, and wickedly submitted ourselves to
the tyrant rule of Satan, sin, and the flesh. The just expulsion of
ADA...'! from Eden included the entire apostate race.· From that
eventful day to the present hour, the carnal mind of man has continued to be "enmity against GOD" (Rom. viii. 7), and our state
by nature is that of death in sin. With terrible precision, the infallible Word of GOD describes our natural Gentile estate as a being
"without CHRIST, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without
GOD in the world" (Ephes. ii. 12). And this solemnly true description
of us is amplified (verses 2 and 3) by such declarations as, that, by
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nature, our walk is "according to the course of this world, according
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience"; that our conversation is according to the
bent of our mental and fleshly corruptions; and that both by inheritance
and practice we manifest ourselves to be "children of wrath." Yet,
it is at this desperate point of alienation from a holy GOD that His
free and distinguishing grace bursts forth in all fulness of brilliancy
and beauty.
Oh, brethren in CHRIST, let us bow down in lowest
humiliation of spirit and prostration of soul while we hear the mercyexalting announcement: "But GOD, who is 1'ich in mercy" -ah, there
is the secret of our escape from the wrath to come !-" rich in mercy,
for His GREAT LOVE whe1'ewith He loved us "-not when we began to love
Him, but "e\en when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with CHRIST!" This is verily the greatest wonder outside heaven, for,
it involved the personal sacrifice of the FATHER'S co-equal and coeternal SON. "Rich in mercy" indeed is the GOD of our salvation.
All our present and eternal interests hang on that solitary threadmercy! Yet, like as the scarlet cord by which the two Hebrew spies
were let down in safety from the walls of Jericho, and which, bound
in the window of the house of Rahab, proved to be sufficient for the
saving of both her and her household, so the mercy of our GOD, as
set forth in the precious blood of His dear So~, is able to S9-ve unto
the uttermost all such perishing sinDers as are enabled to experimentally
subscribe the Scriptural lines" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of Covenant mercy I sing,
Nor fear with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offering to bring."
-How sweet- are the tones of Divine mercy's voice to the heart that
is melted under a Spirit-wrought sense of guilt, to the heart which
realizes sin to be "exceeding sinful," and in the experience of which
this "body of death" constrains the bitter cry-" 0 wretched man
that I am!" Each of these gracious characters readily adopts the
, Apostle's triumphant, grateful conclusion-it is his yery own-" I
thank GOD, through JESUS CHRIST our LORD."
How steeped in mercy is the entire substance of GOD'S truth!
:Fl'om the mention of the Satan-conquering "Seed of the woman," in
Genesis, to that of the "no more curse" in the last chapter of the
book of Revelation, mercy, matchless, unfathomable, and eternally
enduring, is the burden of JEHOVAH'S message to the sinful, unworthy,
rebel-hearted objects of His everlasting lo\e. We may not- overlook
the fact that the first article of furniture which GOD commanded
Moses to make for the Tabernacle, when He spake to him in the
mount, was the Ark with its Meny-seat (Exod. XH. 10-22). "There
I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the
Mercy-seat" -such was the precious promise of Israel's GOD, and such,
too, is the promise this day. The felt misery of our souls finds a
free and fun response in the provision of the Mercy-seat. On the
great day of atonement-once a-year-the High Priest sprinkled
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twice the golden lid of the Ark, once for his own sins and once for
the sins of the people (Lev. xvi., with Heb. v. 3); and thus all
believers are assured of their safe standing in CHRIST before GOD. For
us, the FORERUNNER, even JESUS, has entered the true Holy of Holies,
and His acceptance there by the FATHER silences all our guilty fears
and unworthy forebodings. "The FATHER of mercies" is the significant
name of our GOD, and we do well to rely implicitly on its reality and
blessedness. Mercy involves an object. Mercy seeks ont a fitting
Qbject on which to expend its beneficence, and finds no rest for the
sole of her foot until she gladdens the miserable by expressions of her
, tenderness and grace. Oh, wondrous truth, that He who is "rich in
mercy" should seek out such worthless objects as "children of wrath"
-deE\erving wrath-as are the children of Adam, while the angels
that kept not their first estate are passed over in silence! Truly,
the loving mercy of the TRIUxE GOD is higher than the heavens and
€ndnring as eternity-" from everlasting to everlasting." Oh, for
grace, brethren, to live on this, the fatness of our Father's house!
'Ve, who by nature and practice, are poor miserable sinners, are
divinely bidden to "be filled" with the rich provisions of our FATHER'i!
board.
. The "banqueting house" (Song ii. 4) is our abiding-place. We
are no passing guests.
We are not mere wayfaring men, and
temporary sojourners in the mercy-palace of the GREAT KING. His
royal word to us is, "Eat, 0 friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly,
o beloved" (Song v. 1). Consider this mercy in some of its endless
aspects. It was tender mercy alone which, for our sakes, sent forth
JESUS from the heavenly glory (Lnke i. 78); it is to Divine mercy
that we owe our regeneration and our cleansing (Titus iii. 5); every
morning of our pilgrim lives we pro,e the renewal of the mercydealings of our GOD (Lam. iii. 23); to His affiicted and tempest-tossed
children He continually manifests His sweet mercy (Isaiah xlix. 13),
and calls upon them to utter His grat€ful praise-" Sing, 0 heavens;
and be joyful 0 earth; and break forth into singing, 0 mountains;
for the LORD hath comforted His people, and will have mercy upon
His afflicted." Alike in providence and grace we trace the exquisitely
k>vely operations of JEHOVAH'S abounding mercy through CHRlS?,
JESUS. "Goodness and mercy" follow hard the footsteps of GOD S
saints, and will, even unto the end of their passage ,through the
present desert. The crowning mercy of all the countless mercies of
the GOD of mercy will be that the "vessels of mercy" shall "abide
in the house of the LORD for ever."
THB EDITOR.
ISAIAH xl. 12, "Weighed the mountains in scales," that its parts
might be evenly poised. Thus He "weigheth the path of the just"
{xxvi. 7), apportions their strength to the day.-Berridge.
FAITH is Saul praying in the house of Judas at, Damascus,
sorrowful, blind, and alone (Acts ix,) Assurance is Paul the aged
prisoner, looking calmly into the grave, and saying, "I know whom
I have believed. There is a crown laid up for me."~Bishop Ryle.
,
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THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK.

"If thou know not, 0 thou fai1'cst among women, go thy way forth
by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the shepherds'
tents."-SONG OF SOLmrox i. 8.
WITH the prophet of old, God's people, whensoever the Spirit of
grace is pleased to operate in their hearts, are joyously ready to
exclaim, "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him
that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth
good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto
Zion, Thy God reigneth!" This fact has been remarkably illustrated
in connection with the circulation of last month's" Toplady" Number
of our venerable MAGAZINE. To trace the hallowed footsteps of the
now-glorified author of the hymn "Rock of Ages," as set forth in.
our pages, has evidently been a delightful occupation in the experience
of God's scattered children, if, indeed, we may judge from the
written and other testimonies with which our readers have; kindly
favoured us. Few means are more helpful and profitable to onr
souls than the study of the goings forth of the Spirit in the lives
and testimony of those of God's servants whom He has made true
and faithful under-shepherds of His flock. "The shepherds' tents"
have always proved attractive feeding-places.
Souls led and fed by
the Spirit of truth can only be satisfied in pure and fresh pastures
of the Word. Just as the shew-bread was divinely ordered to be
renewed Sabbath by Sabbath, so it is the will of the Lord that the
members of His blood-purchased fold should be provided with " g1'een
pastures," and drink freely of the waters of salvation which livingly
bubble up from the well of the Word. Alas, that some persons who
profess to know the Lord should fail to first make sure of a Gospel
ministry when choosing an earthly dwelling-place, and, perhaps,
buying an earthly possession-and later on complain of their
spiritual leanness and poverty! If we are to "grow in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" there must
be diligence in waiting on Him for direction as to where He feeds
His sheep, and causes them to rest. His answer will always be
plain, simple, and decisive-" Go thy way forth by the footsteps of
the flock." True, there are cases, not a few, in these days of spirituar
dearth, in which a public Gospel ministry is providentially unavailable.
Alas, thousands of England's parish churches-where formerly the
pure truth of the Gospel of the grace of God was proclaimed by
faithful· ambassadors of Christ-offer nothing better than Sunday
concerts and carnal entertainments, in which unconverted charactera
can take their fill of delight. For bread, the hungry children of God
al'e offered a st6ne. Such· famine-stricken souls betake themselves
to their chambers, and pour out their complaints tothe~r God and
Father in secret. Nor do they plead in vain for their" daily bread.'~
The Lord J eSUB can shepherd His sheep without employing under-
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shepherds. He can manifest His loving presence to the solitary soul
as well as in the assemblies of the righteous, whensoever the public
privilege is withholden. To such sorely exercised hearts He often
grants peculiar tokens of His loving favour, and of mch it is He
speaks those "comfortable words" recorded in the prophecy of
Jeremiah, "For I have satisfied the weary soul, and I have replenished
every sorrowful soul" (Jer. xxxi. 25).
It has greatly gladdened the writer's heart to hear from some of
the dear scattered saints of God that "the footsteps of the flock,"
traced out last month in connection with the life and labours of beloved
AUGUSTUS TOPLADY, have served to bring edification and comfort to
them. One of these, an honoured brother in Christ, writes :-" Permit
me to thank you for your work and labour of love in the production of the' TOPLADY' Number of the GOSPEL YL>\GAZINE. I am
quite sure that thankfulness to God on your behalf will ascend
from the hearts of many of the Lord's people, and that you will
not be forgotten when they are at Court." _-\.nother brother beloved,
a faithful steward of the mysteries of Christ, writes :-" I always
see your MAGAZINE, and most highly value it. It seems the one
witness for the truth left in the Church of England. . . . . I lo,e
the words of RUTHERFORD to the afflicted child of God: 'If your
soul's health were not so dear to Him, He would not spend so much
physic upon you.' And even those most near in heart and communion to Him need the furnace-that token of His love-'-to refine
the gold. How full of all comfort the chink in the old furnaces of
the goldsmith, through which a cool breath, constantly blowing,
kept the metal liquefying! I also ha,e suffered much, and hope I
ha,e known something of the cool breathings of Divine consolations,
when the heat was too intense to li,e through but for these words
of all grace breathed inwardly by the Holy Ghost. I know these
comforts are yours. :Ylay God bless this ~ umber, which seems so
full of interest and gracious truth. I am sending se,eral copies to
friends and relati'es." The heart's response to fragrant Christian
testimonies like these is-" To the grace of God be all the glory."
And what is it that thus brings into such holy fellowship the
'Scattered flock of slaughter 1 Is it not the spiritual oneness which
exists between them and their common Head and Lord 1 The work
of His grace in the experience of His people sweetly attracts them
to one another. The Christ who is "formed" in one saint draws
'forth the Christ that is traceable in another. "The footsteps" of
the followers of our blessed Redeemer, whether these servants of
-God lived under the Old Testament or the New, whether in ancient
or in modern times, have ever afforded stimulating instruction and
pleasure to all who fain would "stand in the way," and "ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein." The old,
old truths of Jehovah's everlasting love, His electing mercy, His
Iedeeming favour, His regenerating power, His justifying grace, His
sanctifying, guiding, and preserVing faithfulness-all comprehended
under the blood-sealed terms of the eternal Covenant-continue, and
will to the end of time continue, to be "all the salvation and
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all the desire" of hell-deserving sinners, wholly dependent on the
merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. Where these distinctive truths of
the written Word are unmixedly set forth, either in the pulpit or
by the pen, there will certainly be found a holy knitting of hearts
between the taught and the teachers. Thus it is that the pure and
undefiled doctrines of the sovereign grace of the Triune God, contained so eminently in the preserved writings of the revered
TOPLADY, draw us powerfully into a love of his character, and a.
God-glorifying estimate of his abounding, though brief, labours. It
is not the man, it is not flesh and blood, it is not high intellectual
qualities or academical attainments that influentially sway our lofty
esteem and deep affection for dear TOPLADY" but the glories of the
free grace of God, which pre-eminently shone forth in his saintly li~e
and fervent zeal for the pure Faith of the Gospel of his adorable
Master.
Oh, brethren, let us study more habitually and closely the workings
of the Spirit in the lives and examples of those whom the Lord has.
set over us in Himself, and prayerfully seek to follow them in proportion as they" adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things."
In proportion, of course, only, for even Abraham himself, that very
"father of the faithful "-or believing ones-is to be followed precisely so far as his walk represented "the steps of faith"
(Rom. iv. 12). ..is we know, alas, there were occa<;ions when the
pattern patriarch, whose faith on' lIount Moriah stood firm-contrary
to nature-failed in the presence of a temporal famine and through
that fear of man which "bringeth a snare." The importance of
distinguishing between grace itself, and the poor frail casket in which
it is divinely placed must always be kept in view by us when we
are bidden to "go forth by the footsteps of the flock." We follow
in the footsteps of the sheep just as the sheep obediently and consistently follow their Infallible Shepherd. The eleventh chapter of the
Epistle to the Hebrews-which in our English translation ought not
to have been severed from the twelfth-exalts faith in a long list' of
Old Testament saints. But the terminus of the argument, and the
superlative example of faith, after all, is found in JESUS-" Looking
[off-off all the human examples] unto JEsus, the Author and Finisher
of faith" (Heb. xii. 2). The Shepherd, rather than the sheep, is our
perfect Guide. "When He putteth forth His own sheep He goeth
bef01'e them, and the sheep follow Him, for they know His voice"
(John x. 4).
'
Thus, then, while we weigh the records of the inner life of God's
pilgrim servants ,rho have preceded us Zionward, their joys, their
sorrows, their failures, their growth in grace, their temptations and
victories, their fidelity to God's truth, and their zealous opposition
to error, we keep the eye fixedly set on Jesus Himself, and learn
those practical lessons of service and suffering which fit us in our day
and generation to glorify God our Father. "The excellent in the
earth" are indeed lovely, so far as they graciously resemble Christ,
but "that Great Shepherd of the sheep" Himself is the "chiefest
among ten thousand, and altogether lovely." The stars possess a glory
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of their own; to the moon belongs a glory much greater; yet to the
sun pertains the sum of glory, the glory of glories. The New Jerusalem
is of pure gold, its foundations are of costly stones, and its blessed
inhabitants walk, as grace-saved victors, its beauteous streets-but
what if the city of the Great King were unillumined 1 What would
its perfections avai11 So then, "the glory of God did lighten it, and
the LAMB IS THE LIGHT THEREOF"! The crown of crowns belongs
alone to the King of kings-for He is worthy.
Objton.
J. O.
A MEDITATION ON THE TIMES.
" HEAR ye this, 0 priests, and hearken, ye house of Israel, and give ear,
o house of the king; for judgment is toward you, because ye have been
a snare on Mizpah, and a net spread upon Mount Tabor. The revolters
are profound to make slaughter, though I have been a rebuker of them
all.
They will not frame their doings to turn unto the Lord; for
the spirit of whoredoms is among them, and they have not known the
Lord. And the pride of Israel doth testify against them: therefore
shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity; Judah also shall fall
with them: for the Lord hath withdrawn Himself from them. They
have dealt treacherously against the Lord; they have begotten strange
children."
Thus saith Jehovah: "I have nourished and brought up children,
but they have rebelled against Me. The ox knoweth his owner, and
the ass his master's crib; but My people doth not know," nor perceive
that" a deceived heart hath turned them aside," and perceive not that
they hold a lie in their hand.
IVe therefore see from the Old Testament Scriptures that the priests
under the law, men appointed of God, were often blind guides who
knew not the Lord, deceinng and being deceived; what wonder then,
that, under the New Testament dispensation there should be "priests,"
as they love that name, who know not the Lord; who have a form of
godli.nel>l>, ignorant 01 God'l> righte()\.1snel>l>, -ptl)\ld 01 that knowledge
which puffeth up 1 Such men chosen by the Premier, not for their piety,
but from political partisanship, such men are set over God's heritage
as a scourge of small cords. The land mourneth for the wickedness of
those who dwell therein; but be not deceived, God will give His
blessing to His own people, who honour and obey and love His truth, set
up, indeed, in that eternity when the morning stars sang together, and
the Eternal gave the Son, and the Son only, to be the Saviour of all
that believe in Him. " He that hath the Son, hath life; he that hath
not the Son, hath not life, but the wrath of God abideth on him."
" Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable Gift."
V. P. H.
FAITH is Peter's drowning cry, as he began to sink, "Lord, save
me !" Assurance is that same Peter declaring before the council in
after times, "This is the stone which was set at nought by you
builders, which is become the head of the corner."-Bishop Ryle.
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Iilgrim lapers.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
(NEHEMIAHJV.)

(Oontinued from pa!Je 304.)

"AND Judah said, The strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed,
and there is much rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall."
Oh, Judah, where is thy standard, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, which
was wont to lead the hosts of Israel? Surely Judah should be the
last to discourage his brethren, and looking at the besetting obstacles,
dwelling upon the much rubbish to be cll,rried out, having only an eye to
human weakness and infirmity, say, "We are not able to build the wall! "
Alas! when a standard-bearer fainteth! Just so ten of those who
searched the land preferred to bemoan their weakness and incapacity
before the giants, instead of Caleb's noble faith in God, by which, his
single eye being upon the almighty arm of J ehovah, in the truest
humility he said, " We are able. God is with us !" It is still so in
this time of peril in our Church. Those who should be valiant for
the truth, relying upon the God of truth, want backbone, are weakkneed, and ready to hinder and discourage those who would help
forward the work j and yet half the wall was already built, to the
dismay of the enemy.
" And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till we
come in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to
cease." History repeats itself. Surely this is just the tactics of the
day in secret societies, guilds, confraternities, and the introduction of
the thin edge of the wedge, creeping in by little and little innovations.
"And it came to pass that when the Jews which dwelt by them came,
they said unto us ten times, From all places whence ye shall return
tlnto us they will be upon you." How intensely harassing to
Nehemiah was all this! Judah said, our adversaries sai'd, the Jews,
associating with the enemies, said ten times! In such intensely trying
circumstances let us hear what the Holy Ghost saith, .. 'Wait on the
Lord: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart: wait,
I say, on the Lord" (Psalm xxvii. 14). It seems that those Jews who
were not distinctive in their character and friendships, living on
borderland, not separate from the world, were the most discouraging of
all, ten times attempting to weaken the faith and energy of others by
their own evil heart of unbelief.
What a testing of faith in the
'rirshatha and those who laboured with him abundantly and cheerfully!
Precious faith! it was found unto honour, for it stood the fiery trial,
and is here recorded for our learning. Indeed, as we pen this, every
verse seems written to suit the present emergency, and describe the
state of things in our day. "There is much rubbish." How aptly
the words apply to the vestments in which dignitaries of the Church
deck themselves j so childish (1 Cor. xiii. 11) for men of understanding,
so contemptible when placed in contradistinction to the sublime
simplicity of a true minister of Jesus Christ; man-millinery obscuring
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the comely robe of the Redeemer's righteousness; things that are
seen, carnal and temporal, opposed to the unseen, spiritual realities,
and adorning Divine with which the Holy Spirit satisfies the heart and
beautifies the soul of a believer.
Yet we take encouragement to follow Nehemiah's example, and
nevertheless make our prayer to God, by whose powerful interposition
the much rubbish connected with sacerdotalism may yet be cleared
away. Much rubbish, too, in our own hearts, lives, and daily experience
needs to be cast out and carried forth, for no new building
goes on well until the digging out of rubbish leaves clear space for
a firm foundation. So we appeal to the Master-Builder"Dig the foundation deep; leave not a stone
For me to rest on, or to call my own;
Else Thy new building in me cannot be
A temple 'meet' for Thee to dwell in me."
"Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and on the
higher places, I even set the people after their families, with their
swords, their spears, and their bows." Thus are we admonished,
showing the beautiful harmony in the Scriptures, "Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour; whom resist stedfast in the
faith" (1 Peter v. 8). If the enemy is on the alert day and night, let
your watch be a vigil by night, ready circumspection by day. In the
night seasons of your experience, the beasts of the forest creep forth,
therefore watch and pray till "the Sun ariseth [upon your souls] and
they get them away together, and lay them'down in their dens."
"Take the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God," lift the
spear of truth to smite error, and let your bow abide in strength,
and your arms be made strong by strength derived from the mighty
God, that the arrows shot forth by faith may bring the foe to "fall
under" the Captain of salvation (Psalm xlv. 5). Families united
should seek ·to maintain the good fight of faith, as Nehemiah
counselled, "Be not afraid of them; remember the Lord, which is
grea.t and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your
daughters, your wives and your houses." Don't forget, "The Lord of
hosts is with us!" LUTHER's watchword. " And it came to pass when
our enemies heard that it was known unto us, and God had brought
their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every
one unto his work." Better pursue the work assigned us in the
attitude of vigilant prayerfulness, than dwell in terror of what" they
-say" who would frustrate the building.
"And it came to pass from that time forth, that the half of my
servants wrought in the work, and the other half of them held both
the spears, the shields, and the bOWS, and the habergeons; and the
rulers were behind all the house of Judah." "The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down
«)f strong holds;" but specially do we need the. habergeon. the defensive
armour for neck and breast of Covenant union to the Head, and the
breastplate of His righteousness imputed to us. " They which builded
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on the walls and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every
onA with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other
hand held a weapon." Whether building, bearing away rubbish, or
laded with fresh material, varied the work was but the attitude the
same. We must all "contend earnestly for the faith once delivered
to the saints," and the weapon is from our King's armoury, the Scriptures. " For the builders everyone had his sword girded by his side,
and so builded." It is, "My word that goeth forth out of My mouth
shall not retum unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it" (Isaiah
Iv. 11). There is no promise that our words shall aYail, or any
carnal weapon, only the sword of the Spirit.
"And he that sounded the trumpet was by me. And I said unto
the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, The
work is great and large, and we are separated upon the wall, one
far from another. In what place therefore ye hear the sound of the
trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our God shall fight for us."
"Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together as the manner
of some is" (Heb. x. 25). The sounder of the Gospel trumpet may
still rejoice that he is "by Me "-closely near to the Governor, Ruler,
Director of the Work, and Master Builder! and the people, high or
low, rich or poor, are commanded, when they hear the trumpet,
whether it blow an alarm, or a.ssemble for worship, or direct their
journeying, or abiding in the tent, must not neglect its call, but
resort together! Our God sha!l fight for us. In this attitude of
obedient fellowship we may reckon upon Him! "So we laboured
in the work: and half of them held the spears, from the rising of the
moming till the stars appeared." Early rising and late attendance
on the work of God: it includes life-long service. "Likewise at the
same time said I unto the people, Let eyery one with his servant
lodge within Jerusalem, that in the night they may be a guard to
us, and labour on the day." Thus the trne servant of Christ is
never off duty; a citizen of Zion abides there, lodges in the city of
peace, a guard to the feeble in the night season, a labourer in building
till sunset! "0 happy servant he, in such a posture found." Thus
manifestly we are shown that "all things work together for good
to them that love God." The very opposition of the enemy leads
to this holy diligence, vigilance, perseverance; but for it how lazily
the work might have gone on j slackening of hands, and even contention amongst the builders j but in the presence of the common
foe there is unity, zeal, and compact resistance. "So neither I, nor
my brethren, nor my servants, nor the men of the guard which
followed me, none of us put off our clothes, saving that everyone
put them off for washing." In times of peril like this, personal
ease and comfort must be waived for the public weal. Having" put
on the Lord Jesus Christ," we must never put off "the garments
of salvation," nor the "good soldier of Jesus Christ" put off the
armour provided by the Captain till victory crowns the conflict.
"Watch unto prayer "-the constant attitude, so as not to be surprised
by the enemy's attack, night or day-by never neglecting the daily
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habit of coming to the Fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness,
nor "the washing of water by the ""Yord," for thus only can we
"cleanse our way, by taking heed thereto according to Thy Word."
The warfare of life may be pressing, but the enemy will have advantage over us, if he can lead us to omit this washing. Lord, keep
us following hard after Thee and Thy blessed example.
Leicester.
MARl.
(To be continued.)

WELL-SPRINGS.
"l'hese are they which follow the Lam1J whithersoever He goeth."REVELATION xiv. 4.
BLESSED be God for every.promise and performance of His 'Word, for
every jot and tittle of the same. Not the smallest nor apparently
most insignificant word is contingent upon His children's spoken claims
(for they never know what would be good, and would fall far short
of His royal bounty if left to choose for themselves); but He makes
every promise proportionate to their need. He, in Christ, is made
unto them, "wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption,"
and therefore it is His wisdom that guides our erring hearts to seek
not what we want, but what His goodness has chosen for us. He gives
all that is good, and withholds no good thing necessary for our welfare
in this desert journey. And those who are seen in the apocalyptic
vision "following the Lamb whithersoever He goeth," are they who
have proved below the fulfilment of His own word of promise as He
spake to Joshua, "Have not I commanded thee 1 Be strong and of a
good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed; for the Lord
thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest." And to David, "And
I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest." "_-\.nd the Lord preserved
David whithersoever he went."
Oh, beloved, what a precious truth to rest upon in all life's difficulties,
that our Emmanuel is God with us! and soon we shall realize what it
is to be with Him / "And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee
in all places whithersoever thou goest, and will bring thee again into
this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which' I
have spoken to thee of." That was Jehovah's promise to Jacob after
the vision of the ladder, whereby the channel of commumication was
seen between heaven and earth.
And did not the promise hold good to each of the Old and New
Testament saints 1 Whithersoever! :JIust not that word ha,e been
a solace to Moses when compelled to sojourn in the backside of
the desert 1 to Jacob when he served Laban all those years in
Padan-aram 1 to David whilst in the path of duty he tended his
father's sheep 1 Nehemiah, too, proved the sweetness of the promise
when cup.bearer to the king in the time of his people's captivity, as
he declared to the scornful enemies, "The God of heaven, He will
prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build."
.
Daniel's God was with him in the lions' den, preserving him from

380

The Gospel Magazz'ne.

all harm; Philip may be driven to the desert but to prove the
presence and power of his God; Paul may be shipwrecked, imperilled by
land or by sea, in deaths oft, and yet in holy confidence proclaim,
"None of these things move me," because of the presence of his
Sovereign Protector and Friend. Peter may be in prison, and John the
beloved expelled to Patmos, but their God was with all His servants.
Yea, all the saints of "whom the world was not worthy," who" wandered in deserts, caves, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of
of the earth," who" were stoned, sawn asunder, were tempted, were
slain by the sword; they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins,
being destitute, affiicted, tormented." All these would one and all
declare how to each heart was spoken the promise and verified in
their experience, "Behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all
places whithersoever thou goest."
Dear child of God, have you not again and again had this promise,
and more than that, prove your God true to His Word ~ I love
to hear a remark which often falls from our beloved Editor's lips in
the pulpit, "Every promise which passes God's lips keeps Him under
perpetual obligation." And that obligation only ceases as, in His
time, each promise is fulfilled for and in His children. Has not
His felt presence been with you in the fiery furnace, with you when
passing through the deep waters of affiicition, as in the sunshine of
His becalming smile, which spoke home the words with sweet peace
and satisfaction, "I am with thee" ~
Whitlwfsoever / Then there is no cause for fear, because where
He is it must be well. He cannot go-and therefore we cannot be
taken into any sin or danger as we abide in Him, beloved.
Let ns consider for a few moments what it is t<l be followers
of the Lamb, below, whithersoever He goeth. Have we in measure
followed Jesus in the wilderness of temptation 1 have we at all
drunk into the poverty and privation which marked His earthly
careed have we snffered scorn or reproach, trial and persecution 1 are
we ready thus to follow our Lord whithersoever He goeth 1
Have we wearied, as He did, in our journeyings 1 Have we wept
as He did in a family sorrow, and sought t<l bind up the broken heart
of some grief-stricken one ~ Have we heard His word, "Inasmuch as ye
did it unto one of the least of these lry brethren, ye did unto JIe ~ "
Hils He called us thus to walk in His steps, and haye we heard His
words, "Follow thou Me 1" Then thou art assuredly, beloved, amongst
those who hereafter shall follow the Lamb. "These are they'Yhich
were not defiled with women; for they are yirgins. These are they
which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. These were redeemed
from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb."
" Redeemed from among men." "Ye see you calling, brethren." How
anxious was the Apostle to present the people of his ministry as "a
chaste virgin unto Christ," that she should be true representative of
the faithful Church, followers in the regeneration, and that having
10110wed the Lamb through fiery affiictions, much tribulation, many
sorrows, witnessing a faithful testimony-from the stake to the crown,
if needs be; gladly suffering scorn and reproach, following their
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Captain whithersoever He appointed their pathway below; now their
joy and crown of rejoicing, yea, and the highest honour their King
can put upon them is, that in those blissful regions they unremit·
tingly follow the Lamb whithersoever He leadeth. Yes, follow Him,
untrammeled with earth-stained garments, with untiring zeal, and never·
failing strength; with unquestioning sight, after sorely tested faith;
and with unceasing songs of joy they follow Him, to sing, "Worthy
is the Lamb that died." In the language of the immortal TOPLADY'" Worthy Thou of exaltation,'
Lost in sweet surprise, they sing';
Mortals, with like acclamation,
Hail your great redeeming King:
Let your voices
Emulate the angelic choir."
My soul, dost thou pause and ask with holy aspirations and
longings, "",Vhen shall I their chorus join ~" It is but a little season
at most, and then for you the conqueror's song, the joining the
triumphant host of redeemed ones around the throne, and the
never-ending song of victory!
Oh, may the Lord incline the heart with holy longings for a closer
walk below-for more nearness and access-for more heart breathings
and communion, that the Emmaus journey, as it were, may not end with
the vanishing of Jesus out of our sight, but the journey below accomplished, and the walking with Him in white be one continuous wholeunbroken! eternal!
"Now," wrote the immortal BU~YA~, "just as the gates were opened
to let the men in, I looked in after them, and, behold, the city shone
like -the sun; the streets also were pa,ed with gold; and in them
walked many men with crowns on their heads, palms in their hands,
and golden harps in their hands to praise Him withal. There were
also Elf· them that had wings, and they aIlS .,ered one another without
intermission, saying: 'Holy, Holy, Holv is the Lord!' And, after
that, they shut up the gates; which, ~-hen I had seen, I wished
myself among them."
R.

.IT is a true believer's comfort to know that Christ, the Goo.1i
Shepherd, knows all His sheep-their many failings, wanderings, and
wants. He provides ordinances for them, and ministers to dispense
them-leads them according to their strength, and if any be weak.
or weary, He deals gently with them.-C. B.
GOD pardons sin for His own sake, and for Christ's sake. For His
own sake, on account -of His own gracious nature, whereby He is'
ready to forgive; then for Christ's sake, on account of the atonement
He has made' for sin, whereby a clear way is made for pardon,
without any prejudice to His justice or holiness. Thus mercy springs
from the heart pf the Father, and flows through the heart's bloo<1
of . the Son unto the heart of a sinner, the application being made.
by the Holy Ghost.-Berridge.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:HIS LEARNED TONGUE.
"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S So~w v. 16.
"The L01'd God hath given me the tongue ol the leamed."-IsAIAH 1. 4.
THE holy men of old who penned the various books of the Bible
were wonderfully delighted with the loveliness of Christ's Person, and
were led by the Holy Spirit to make frequent and striking allusions
thereto. These references to the Person of Christ are more numerous
than casual and uncareful readers might suppose. For instance, the
precious fiftieth chapter of Isaiah sets forth Christ as God's
Servant-obedient (vel'. 5), persevering (vel'. 6), accepted (vel'. 7), and
suffering (vel'. 8); and describes His ears, His back, cheeks, and jace, as
well as His ton.que in vel'. 4. Vve now desire to direct the reader's
meditations to His learned tongue and its seasonable words, as described
thus: "The Lord God hath given Me the tongue of the learned, that I
should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary.'
The text is the language, prophetical, of the Lord Jesus. How
sweet it is when Jesus condescends to speak of Himself, and to unfold
to us the things concerning Himself, as He did to the disciples journeying to Emmaus! Indeed, He only can teach us. He must reveal
Himself, and make Himself known to us, or we shall ne,er know Him
as He is.
1. The first thing we note is that Christ's learned tongue was the
gift of the Lord God to Him. From the Lord God His Father Jesus
received gifts for men (Psalm lxviii. 18). His sacred humanity was
the gift of His Father-" A body hast Thou prepared Me" (Heb. x. 5),
to which belonged the" learned tongue." The communications between
Father and Son, as revealed by the Spirit in the Word, occupy no
small part in the history of the work of redeeming love. The gifts of
the Father to the Son were all 101' the sake of the Church. His
learned tongue speaks the word in season to His people, and is used
in intercession f01' His people.
2. It is said to be the tongue of the lea7'lzed, which denotes Knowledge and Ability. Jesus knows His people's sins-He bore them in
His own body on the tree; He knows their sorro\rs-He endureth
them !ts the" man of sorrows and acquainted with grief" (Isaiah liii. 3).
He is "able to save even to the uttermost." He can do for us
what we cannot do for ourselves. When through ignorance and
weakness we know not what to pray for, nor yet how to pray as
we ought, He is able to undertake our cause, having full knowledge
of all things concerning us, and He ever li,eth to make intercession
for all who come unto God by Him (Heb. vii. 25). Christ ever sets His
love over against our sin, His knowledge against our ignorance, His
ability against our inability, His sufficiency against our. insufficiency,
and His strength against our weakness. Our absolute need calls forth
the exercise of His grace in every way.
3. His tongue is used in speech. His sheep ~know His voice
(John x. 4). His mouth is most sweet (Song v. 16). How kind are
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the promises He makes, and the precepts He enforces! Most precious
is it to sit in privacy and solitude, and spend our time in reading
and pondering over the Word, when He condescends to speak to us in
the Word. He calls us to His feet, there to learn further of
Himself. His invitations to come to Him are always followed by
instructions. Most graciously He says, "Come unto Me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest; take My yoke
upon you and learn of :Me" (Matt. xi. 28, 29).
4. But we ask, to whom is Christ's tongue so lovely? The text
declares it is to "him that is weary." How very suitable, helpful,
and restful Christ's words are to the weary one! They are a resting
place to the spirit, where the poor struggling soul finds quiet repose.
If He speak peace, none can make trouble. Weary of selj, with its
sorrows and sins; of the conflict, with its bitterness; of the way, so
long, so rough, and so thorny; of the bm'dens, which seem heavier
than we can carry, one seeks in ,ain for rest in anything out of
Christ. There are times "hen one can find no comfort even in the
Lord's service. Ministers know what a weariness it seems at certain
seasons, when all the toil appears futile, the labour seems spent in
The writer has on several
vain, and the strength for nought.
-occasions during the past three years dropped his pen, and decided
to end these tracings of the loveliness of Christ because of their
disheartening imperfections, and his entire failure to deal with so
glorious a subject in any adequate manner.
How remarkable it is that in seasons of dejection and despondency
the Lord always, sooner or later, speaks some word of encouragement
,or, exhortation by which we are enabled, though very faint, still to
pursue! Weary souls find it is not in vain to look unto Him, and to
,come nnto Him. He does in mysterious and unexpected ways
,accomplish the words which once fell from His blessed lips, and have
.afforded health and strength to thousands upon thousands of His
<:hildren in all ages, ever since His tongue first uttered them, namely,
"I will give you rest." He gives them rest by.5. The WO-I'd in season.-The speech of Jesus is clothed with
authority, and has the double sweetness of being the right word
spoken at the right time. This makes it "a word in season." Now,
it is a good test as to whether any promise or directing word comes
from the Lord, if the following questions can be answered in the
affirmative: Is it the right word-the word exactly in season, fitting
the soul's need, adapted to the circumstances, and - suited to one's
inward and outward condition at the time 1 Only Jesus can speak
.a word in season like this. When He does so speak, faith lays
hold of it, and, however much it may be disputed and tried in
various ways, He always makes it good in the end.
Many a "eary soul has found Psalm Iv. 22, to be a word in season,
," Cast thy burden (or gift) upon the Lord, and He shall sustain
thee." The" burden" is God's gift to us; the learned tongue which
'speaks the promise is God's gift to Christ jo-I' us, When Jesus bids,
we can return the burden, which is God's gift, to Him, casting it
'by faith and prayer upon Him.
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There are precepts as well as promises relating to rest-sweet
word to weary souls! Sometimes we are so weary, rest is the only
thing that meets our need or desire. We long for rest. There is.
a rest in trouble, as well as a rest from trouble. The Lord is our
resting place in trouble. "Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for
Him" (Psalm xxxvii). There remaineth also a rest from trouble in
the glory-home where we so often long to be (Heb. iv. 9). The
promise is sure; it is the earnest of the inheritance, and faith
glorifies God by resting upon HIS WORD.
Bath.
E. C.
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH.

"I will declare Thy name unto My lYrethren, in the midst of the
Church will I 8ing praise unto Thee."-HEBREws ii. 12.
" I AND My Father are one." "At that day ye shall know that I am
in My Father, and ye in Me, and I in you" (John xiv. 20). Such
are the gracious words that proceeded from the mouth of Him who
spake as never man spake, that almighty One who is the glorious
head and representative of His body the Church, "the fulness.
of Him that filleth all in all" (Eph. i. 23). Our subject is one
fraught with consolation for the tried and exercised children of
God. It is set forth" in the Scriptures of truth" by various figures
and metaphors, which are more or less suggestive of suffering. " I
will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as
silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call
on My name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is My people: and
they shall say, The Lord is my God" (Zech. xiii. 9). Again," I am
the Vine, ye are the branches." In order to produce fruit, the
branches will need pruning, which process is often very painful.
"Ye are God's husbandry." The fallow ground must be broken up'
and harrowed before the good seed is sown. Again, the Church is
likened to a building, and the members thereof to stones, "builded
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit" (Eph. ii. 22).
Hewn out of the quarry of nature, they are chiselled and squared
and polished, ere they occupy their appointed place in the building.
Here I would observe in passing, the stone thus hewn from the
quarry, after it is chiselled and squared, could Ilot be made to fit in
the place from whence it was taken. So, dear reader, if by the Holy
Spirit we ha.ve been "born again from above," "called out of darkness into His marvellous light," we can find no happiness in the
pleasures of the world, neither can we conform to its maxims. " Be
not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of
ypur mind" (Rom. xii. 2).
Other Scriptures may be quoted to prove that an experimental
knowledge of our union to. Christ is to "have fellowship with Him
in His sufferings, being made conformable unto His dea.th"
(Phi!. iii. 10). The precious portion which stands at the head of
our paper is a quotation by the inspired Apostle from the 22nd
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Psalm, which Psalm is Messianic throughout.
Indeed, the words
-::- with which it opens were the language the dear Saviour uttered when,
in the throes of death, He hung on Calvary's rugged tree, "My
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1" and that which took
place at that tragic scene of suffering love was clearly foretold in
this Psalm, "They part My garments among them, and cast lots
upon My vesture." Bnt in all His agony His whole heart was set
on doing His Father's will by fulfilling all the types and shadows of
the ceremonial law, making an end of sin, and saving His people
in Himself with an everlasting salvation. "Deliver My soul from
the sword, My darling, My only one, from the power of the dog."
His Father having heard and answered Him, He exclaims with holy
triumph, "I will declare Thy name unto ~1y brethren, in the -midst
of the Church "ill I sing praise unto Thee." ,Ye never should have
known anything savingl,) of the Father but by the Son. As it is
written, " No man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth
any man the Father, save the Son, and he to "homsoever the Son
will reveal Him" (Matt. xi. 27). It is at the new birth we manifestly
become the children of God and members of His family. It is then
"the Spirit is sent forth into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father"
(Gal. iv. 6). Is it not sweet, beloved, to live and walk day by day
in the blest assurance that God is our Father, that He careth for
us, and will care for us all through the wilderness journey 1 And
is it not also sweet, when wc approach the throne of grace, to realize
the spirit of adoption 1 What holy freedom and nearness of access
we then experience! As Mr. HERVEY well observes, "Prayer brings
us into the presence-chamber of the King, and the blood of sprinkling
commands for us a gracious audience."
Here we breathe a pure atmosphere. ..:VI is "ell; our trials
become light, and "e feel assured God "'ill lay nothing on us but
what we are able to bear, and "e feel confident that whate,er
emanates from the Divine will must be right, cannot possibly be
wrong.
It is here the spiritual mind becomes enhrged, our
desires after Christ are intensified, and "e drink a little into
that precious truth, "The Lord's portion is His people, J acob is
the lot of His inheritance." And we respond, "The Lord is my
portion, saith my soul, therefore "ill I hope in Him." Happy
soul that can thus reciprocate, hold hallowed converse with the
Father, through the Son, under the graciolls bedewings of the Holy
Dne; having the sweet assurance that we are among those that
were given to Christ by the Father, to be His Bride, to share
His glory,_ to be made like unto Him, and to reign with Him for
ever.
"Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me,
be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory." Yes,
where the Head is, there also must of necessity be the members,
for "what God hath joined together let no man put asunder."
Oh, what love Christ bore to his Bride the Church, when she sold
herself into the hand of the enemy. He came to redeem her, the
'price paid being His own most precious blood. As Dr. HAWKER
sweetly sings, in his Corpus Christi Hymn-

2
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"Yes, Christ loves His Church,
His glory is to bless;
He cannot love her more,
Nor will He love her less;
In His sight fair, cleansed by His Word,
A bride adorned for her Lord."

Lastly. What is it, dear people of God, that makes our gathering
together so sweet-whether it be at the public services of the sanctuary,
or in the more social gathering for prayer and praise-but the presence
of Jesus, singing by His Spirit the praises of Jehovah in our hearts r'
Is it not written, "'fhe Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty;
He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in
His love, He will joy over Thee with singing" ~ (Zeph. iii. 17.) Oh,
if ';his precious truth were realized more by the Lord's people when
they assemble themselves together for worship, how different the
present state of things would be-formality would give place to
spirituality, self and its concomitants would go into the background,
Jesus would be the one object of our souls and the sole desire of
our hearts. We should then sing with the poet"Oh, Christ He is the fountain,
. The deep sweet well of love;
The streams on earth I've tasted,
More deep I'll drink above;

London.
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There to an ocean fulness
His mercy doth expand,
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's land."
H. PARKER.

WORDS OF COUNSEL AND WARNING TO THE DEAR
CHILDREN OF GOD FOR THE PRESENT DAY.
the power of Satan in these last days. He appears now
often as an angel of light, with disguises so specious, that if it were
possible, he would deceive the very elect. He is always endeavouring
to pass off a counterfeit for the real.
For example, he knows the
Church of the living God is true and real, then he rears a false'
church. Christ has a Bride, adorned and beautified for Himself"
then Satan has a painted harlot in the world, who is audaciously
claiming the place of honour.
, If God has a city, the heavenly Jerusalem, Satan is sedulously
building up a Babylon. Oh! beware of her delicacies! If there are
those who have the seal of the living God in their foreheads,' there
are also those who have the mark of the beast.
Pray then for
grace to judge righteous judgment in these momentous matters
to enable you to decide sincerely and heartily for Christ.-Oanon
REMEMBER

Reeve.
FAITH is the penitent thief, crying, "Lord, remember me."
Assurance is Job sitting in the dust, covered with sores, and saying,
"I know that my Redeemer liveth." "'l'hough He slay me, yet will
I trust in Him."-Bishop Ryle.

The Gospel Magazz"ne.

337

PASTORAL NOTES.
REMIKISCENCES OF TRI~Il'Y COLLEGE, DUBLIN.

(Continued from page 258.)

HAVING mentioned a few facts 'l"especting the history of myoid
"Alma :'Iater," Trinity College, Dublin, and its undergraduate course,
I will add a few personal reminiscences.
A single circumstance may sometimes determine a whole course
of life, and in my case an unexpected circumstance determined my
course. NIy revered father, when curate in ilole charge of Bonmahon,
a large village in the county of \Vaterford, established some very
useful and successful Industrial Schools there, for the benefit of his
poor parishioners; and, as soon as I was old enough to do so, I
took part with him in the management of them. But this was not
likely to be a permanent occupation for me, and my father repeatedly
asked me what occupation or profession I would like to choose or
aim at. For a long time I could not make up my mind sufficiently
to give him a definite answer, but one thought was firmly rooted
in my mind, and that was, that I would never choose the ministry.
During a summer, however, my father sent me to pay a visit to
his beloved relatives, Mr. and Mrs. J. B. DENSHAM, at Plymouth,
and whilst there, the Lord called me by His grace under the
ministry of my uncle, the Rev. G. D. DOUD.NBY, Incumbent of
Charles Episcopal Chapel, Plymouth. From thenceforward my feelings
and wishes were completely changed, and instead of shrinking from
thc ministry, I earnestly longed to enter it; I wanted, even in ever
so humble a way, to"Tell to sinners round,
What a dear Saviour I had found;"
and it seemed as if to aim at the ministry, even with all its solemn
responsibilities, was to aim at one of the highest honours which
could be conferred upon any mortal upon earth.
When I returned home, and told my father of this, I could see
that he was extremely pleased, and he was evidently ready to further
my wishes to the very best of his ability j but there were great
difficulties in the way; for if I aimed at a college course, it seemed
utterly unlikely that I should ever be able to go through it, as my
father's means were very limited, and he had a large family to
provide for, and many claims upon him j and moreover, I had not
had previously a college course in view, and consequently my
education had not been directed towards it; and in addition to this,
whilst engaged in managing the Industrial Schools, I had very little
time for preparing for a college course.
I could only make the matter a subject of very earnest and persevering prayer, praying that if it were the Lord's will, He would
open up the way and remove all obstacles j and as it seemed right
to make use of every available means for accomplishing the object
which I had in ,iew, I procured the services of a classical tutor, found
out the subjects prescribed for the entrance examination to the
2 E 2
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University of Dublin, which were numerous, and included a considerable amount of reading, and devoted my spare time to studying
them.
'rhen followed a long period of great difficulty and discouragement.
My tutor was very unsatisfactory; he was the only tutor that I could
get in such an out-of-the-way place as Bonmahon, and so I felt
obliged to retain his services; but he was really of very little use to
me, as he very frequently absented himself at the appointed hours
of his reading with me, and sent me messages stating that he was
" unwell," which really meant that he, pOOl' man, had given way to
his besetting sin of intemperance. I had also so many interruptions,
and there was so little prospect of my having the me:l,ns of entering
and passing through the University, that I was repeatedly on the
point of giving up all hope or thought of it. In all probability I
should actually have given up all thought of it if it had not been
for the advice and kindly encouragement of a highly-esteemed friend
of my father's, the Rev. Dr. MORGAN, the present venerable Dean of
Waterford.
He came and stayed at our house on two or three
occasions, and he stirred me up and encouraged me to work away
with fresh energy. How excellent may be the influence of a kind
and sympathetic friend!
At last another kind friend, the lat~ Rev. THo~s GIMLETTE, of
Waterford, wrote urging me very strongly to go up and try to pass an
entrance examination which was to be held in Trinity College within a
few days of the date of his letter; and although it seemed a rash proceeding, yet as my father was willing, and it seemed to be an opportunity which perhaps might not occur again, I determined to make
the attempt.
Accordingly, a few days afterwards, my father and I went up to
Dublin, he, as usual, taking the deepest interest in the matter; and,
after calling with a letter of introduction upon one of the Junior
Fellows of the University, the Rev. Dr. SALMON, who kindly con·
sented to accept me as one of his college pupils (although he was
afterwards obliged to transfer me to another tutor, because he was
only allowed to take a certain number of pupils), and who is now
the highly-respected and distinguished Provost of the "Cni,ersity, I
went in for the examination, and to my great joy and thankfulness
passed. The Lord was very gracious to me in the matter, and I felt
that I could not sufficiently thank Him. The first examination is
almost always formidable for a beginner, and I "as extremely nervous,
but I had several encouragements. For example, as "e passed through
vVaterford on our way to Dublin, it was suggested that we should
call upon the principal of an educational establishment there, and let
him examine me to see if there was any probability of my passing.
I went to him with fear and trembling, but t9 my joy, the first book
which he handed to me was the Greek Testament, and the passage
which he told me to read and translate was the beginning of the
fourteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John, nan~ely, the
sweet words, "Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe in God,
believe also in Me." How timely was the message! Again, when
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we were in the train, and when we stopped at a small wayside
station, an old friend of my father's came into the compartment in
which we were sitting and travelled with us for some distance, and
seeing me reading a Latin book, he examined me closely in a
portion of it, making some comments upon it, and thereby fixing it
very firmly in my mind; and to my amazement, at the examination
on the following day, the examiner who examined me viva voce in that
book, examined me in the very same portion of it. When also the
examination had commenced, and I felt inclined to be extremely
nervous, the words of the thirty-fifth Psalm came into my mind with
power, "They looked unto Him and were lightened, and their faces
were not ashamed ; this poor man cried, and the Lord heard him,
and saved him out of all his troubles." How cheering and comforting
were those words at such a time! I know that I felt them to be
so indeed to me, and I wondered how many of the young students
around me were feeling their need of help as I was, and looking to
the same gracious Helper 1
The examination occupied the chief part of one day, and when it
,vas over, and I met my father waiting outside the examination hall,
and told him the good news, he was delighted; and, with his
accustomed generosity, when he paid the entrance fees for me, and
purchased my college cap and gown, he said that he had " never paid
money with greater pleasure in his life."
Thus my University course was commenced. All through it I had
reason to be extremely thankful-thankful that my father was able
and willing to pay my college expenses, assisted one year by the
extreme kindness and generosity of a reader of this Magazine;
thankful for health and strength to continue on my course without a
break, for the work at first was yery hard, as I had a good many
arrears, as it were, to make up; and thankful to be enabled not only
to succeed at all the examinations, but e,en to aspire to and to
obtain some honours.
Certainly a University course, if it be used wisely and rightly,
may be of immense advantage in many ways, and the students of
the University of Dublin were in my time highly privileged. We
had excellent lecturers and tutors; they sometimes made us work
very hard, but it was all the better for us. I remember a lecturer
in the Divinity course made me read and search the Bible as I had
never read or searched it before; he used even to insist upon our being·
able to give chapter and verse for the most important texts, and to refer
to them readily; and although at the time I thought that he pressed us
too much upon the point, for we had many other subjects to study,
I felt after I had entered the ministry, so much advantage from it,
and so thankful for what he had done, that I wrote to him heartily
expressing my thankfulness, and I received an extremely kind letter
from him in reply. That lecturer afterwards became a distinguished
Bishop of the Irish Church.
We, had sometimes excellent sermons preached in the College
Chapel by selected preachers, and by some of the more earnestminded and gifted of the College Fellows; although, on the other

390

The Gospel M agaz£ne.

hand, we had also sometimes sermons which were exactly like the
"bones" in Ezekiel's vision, "very dry," or else so tremendously
learned that I much doubt whether more than a very small minority of
the Fellows-not to say any of the students-understood more than
a few words of them. I remember being struck with the discrimination
which the larger number of the students showed with regard to the
sermons; if Dr. SALMON, for example, or some earnest-minded and gifted
man preached, even the most careless amongst them seemed to listen
with the most eager attention, as if they did not wish to lose a single
word; whereas on other occasions they were inattentive and restless.
The College Chapel was a striking scene on Sunday mornings, the.
long lines of white-robed students, with the grave ranks of dignitaries
above them, the thrilling strains of the music and singing, the choir
being the far-famed one of St. Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin, and
comprising some of the most accomplished singers of the day, also
the loud and hearty responses, and sometimes the fervent appeal"
of the preachers, altogether made an impression which one was not
likely to forget. Then in the evening we had the advantage of being
able to attend some of the city churches and chapels, and hearing
some extremely able preachers, including J OH~ GREGG, afterwards
Bishop of Cork, ~1AURICE DoH, the present Bishop of Waterford,
CHARLES FLEURY. and last, but not lea<;t, the eloquent Dr.
U RWICK. I remember hearing the latter preach a most remarkable
sermon at the time of the death of his intimate friend, J OHX A.NGELL
JAMES, and I marvelled that so able a preacher should ha,e so small
~ congregation as he then had. At one time he had a very large
c(;mgregation, but as the citizens of Dublin got into the habit of
migrating to the suburbs, his congregation grew less and less, until,
in his latter days, when I had the privilege of hearing him, it was, as
it were, a mere handful. This must have been a great trial to him,
r..nd no doubt he felt it acutely.
The students also had various opportunities of engaging in
useful parochial work, if they chose to do so,and they were welcomed
as Sunday School Teachers, District Visitors, or helpers in temperance
work in various parts of Dublin. We had, too, a deservedly famed
lIistorical SocietJT, in connection with which the students could
practise debating and public speaking; and a smaller but ,ery useful
Reading and Preaching Society, of which the celebrated JOHX GREGG
was the President in my time, and which gave Di,inity students
excellent opportunities of getting accustomed to reading and preaching in publiG, and also of having any faults which were apparent in
their reading and preaching gently and judiciously pointed out to
them. In addition to this, a kind-hearted physician in large practice
in Dublin, gave a number of free lectures on practical surgery and
medicine to Divinity students, in the hope that they might find
them useful, supposing that they were placed in isolated parishes,
or where medical aid was not easily attainable.
Some pathetic incidents occurred during my undergraduate course
in Dublin; I will mention one or two of them. One was connected
with the case of a special friend of mine. He was a nice young
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fellow, full of life and energy, and the son of a .country clergyman,
who had a very large family. My young friend was his' father's
eldest son, and he was extremely anxious to obtain a University
education; but as his father could not afford to pay the expense of
it, he determined to try and obtain it without being any expense to
him. For this purpose he looked out for, and obtain,ed a clerkship
in Dublin, and he endeavoured to fulfil its duties at the same time
that he pursued his course at the University. He did w~ll for a
time, but it was ti'emendously hard work for him. I used to notice
that whilst I retired to rest at a comparatively early hour, he
did not do so until midnight; and I used to hear him-as his bedroom
w,as above mine- rise again very early in the morning to resume
hIS work, and I knew that he would be fully engaged all day.,
Poor fellow! it was too much for him; he got thin and pale, and
one day he came in looking very ill, and I fOlmd that he had broken a
blood-vessel. I nursed him as well as I could for a few days, and
then went with him to the railway station, and saw him off in a
train towards his home. He never returned to Dublin, and a few
months afterwards a newspaper was sent tQ me recording his death.
He was a brave and noble fellow, and he fell at his post of duty
as really and as nobly as many a famous soldier has done.
Was his young life wasted ~ No; we need not think so. The
discipline which was undergone in it, and the qualities which were
displayed in it, may be developed and bear fruit in the great life
which is to come; and if my young friend really loved and feared
the Lord, which I hope he did, a loving Father will, we know,
overrule all that happened to him for his eternal good.
"No life falls useless, none can tell
How great its power may be."
D. A. DOUDXEY.
Half01'd Recloi'y, Faringd01L.
(To be continued.)

THE TRUE RIOHES.
THOSE who have riches live high; they do not feed and fare as
the poor do. They are more richly clothed and adorned, and delivered
from the care and fears which the poor are perplexed with continually.
So true believers who are enriched with heavenly treasure live
glorious lives.
They dwell high, they eat the hidden manna, are
clothed in gold of Ophir, or in the rich and enduring robe of Ohrist's
righteousness, and have a ring on their hand. Moreover, they can
trust God, and rely upon His promises; because they are rich in
faith, and are delivered from slavish fears which· possess the hearts
of the poor.-Keach.
'
LET me but go on experimentally and sensibly to know Thee; and
then it will be absolutely impossible for me to departfroin the'
precious doctrines of graoe.~Toplady. ,
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"OINTMENT POURED FORTH"-HIS NA.ME.

"BECAUSE of the savour of Thy good ointments, Thy Name is as
ointment poured forth." Jesus is the Lord's Anointed, the Messiah, the
Christ, all whose garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia.
In the course of His ministry, the Bride, while the Bridegroom is
with her, weeping and loving much, because much has been forgiven
her, breaks her "alabaster box," and anoints His feet with precious
ointment. When the Bridegroom is about to be taken away, the
Bride, for the day of His burying, takes "a pound of spikenard very
costly," and anoints both the head and the feet of Jesus, till the house
is filled with the odour of the ointment, while the traitor murmurs
alike at its quantity and its costliness. A.fter His death, the Bride,
bolder than during His life, "brought a mixture of mynh and aloes,
about an hundred pound weight, and took the body of Jesus, and
wound it in linen clothes, with the spices." Enough, say modern
murmurers, to have embalmed many bodies, but not enough, said
the Bride of Jesus, for the one body of Him who is chief among ten
thousand; for she still" prepares spices and ointments," wherewith to
embalm Him afresh after the rest of the Sabbath is o,er. All those
acts were typical, and point to Christ, not as anointed by men, but as
Himself, the box of purest alabaster, full of precious perfume, which,
when broken, fills with its fragrance all the house of God, the meetingplace of the general assembly of the first-born. The" sa,our of the
good ointments" includes both the' anointing Spirit and the atoning
blood of Jesus Christ. The Spirit is "given not by measure" unto
Him, and, full of the Holy Ghost, He preaches, "The Spirit of the Lord
hath anointed Me to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord."
"Therefore do the virgins love Him," chiefly for the attractive
fragrance of the anointing that rests upon Himself; yet also because
the precious ointment on the head of Aaron "goes down to the skirts.
of His garments," and because God hath anointed us in Him, hath
given us "an unction from the Holy One," and called us " Christians"
even as He is "the Christ '(2 Cor. i. 21).
But further, the savour of the ointments is the fragrance of the
sacrifice of Christ. The first mention of fragrance in the Bible is the
"sweet savour" of a bloody sacrifice. Each of the other senses has
had its notice; the voice entering the year, the pleasantness attracting the eye, the goodness for food alluring the taste, and the "touch
it not," have all their record; but there is no mention of fragrance
till Noah has built an altar, and offered burnt offerings, whence
"the Lord .smelled a sweet savour," not indeed from the first of all
sacrifices, but from sacrifice' the first of all savours unto Jehovah.
Throughout the old economy fragrance is to a great extent
appropriated to the same object, as in the holy incense, around which
ran the jealous words that, "whosoever should make like unto that,
to smell thereto, should even be cut off from his people." In like
manner in the new dispensation, Christ hath loved us, and given
Himself for us "an offering and a sacrifice to God, for a sweet
smelling savour." He is indeed the Anointed One apart from His

•

The Gospel M agazz"ne.

393

sacrifice, yet never irrespectively, for He is anointed with the Holy
Ghost" against the day of His burying." But without the sacrifice
His Name had never been" ointment poured forth," for all the
unction would then have been His own, and not ours. But when
He "poured out His soul unto death," the ointment compounded of
every precious ingredient that heaven and earth could supply, of all
that was infinitely fragrant in the unseen God, and exquisitely fragrant
in the work of His hands, is poured out to its last drop till heaven
and earth are filled with the perfume. Ointment poured forth is His
Name j and sinners of whom the Lord says that they have been as
"smoke in His nostrils all the day," need no other name to make
them most sweet and acceptable, even a sweet savour of Christ unto
God. Therefore, the very name of Jesus, of Christ, of Lord, has such
a power over His people, that the mere utterance of it fills them
with joy and peace, scattering abroad the soul-reviving perfume;
much more the full preaching of the everla.sting Gospel, which is the
declaration of His ~ ame.
"I love the name of Jesus,
Immanuel, Christ, the Lord;
Like fragrance on the breezes,
His name abroad is poured."

-Dr. A. Moody Stuart.

=-----

GROWING OLD.
AND what is growing old
'Tis nearing day by day
The Father's house on high;
To sinners born again?Redeemed from second death,
The home that will remain,
By spotless Victim slain.
Where dear ones never die;
Called out from "evil world"
Where hearts that hungered sore
By "glorious voice" divin~;
For earth's affection frail
Despised and oft distressed
Are satisfied with love
By godless men malign.
That will not pa.ss nor pale.
'Tis nearing Eden new,
The beauteous, ga,rden wide,
Where fadeless' blossoms grow,
And living waters glide;
Where servants, once fatigued
By toil and bitter strife,
Repose, in perfect peace,
Beneath the Tree of Life.

'Tis dmwing nigh to Christ,
The Friend for whom we long.
Who hath betrothed our souls
To His-so sweet and strong;
Who will not be "in rest" *
Till we-His blood-bought ownSit down anear His side
Upon His sapphire throne.

'Tis nearing Zion bright,
The city of the King,
Where "many mansions" shine,
And many angels sing;
Where saints that served alone
Beneath thie arch of blue,
Have sacred fellowship
With spirit-kindred true.

Then let us not regret
The rapid flight of time,
'Which robs our cheeks of bloom,
And dusts our heads with rime;
But let us oft rejoice
With quiet joy untold,
Because our robes of clay
Are surely growing old.

April, 1899.

ISA.

• Ruth iii. 18.
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GEORGE WHITEFIELD ON THE POWER OF
CHRIST'S RESURRECTION.
THE Apostle, in the verses preceding Philippians iii. 10, had been cautioning the Philippians to "beware of the concision," Judaising teachers,
who endeavoured to subvert them from the simplici.tyof the Gospel,
by telling them they still ought to be subject to circumcision, and all
the other ordinances of Moses. And that they might not think he
spoke out of prejudice, and conderr..ned their tenets because he himself
was a .stranger to the .Jewish dispensation, he acquaints them, that
if any other man thought he had whereof he might trust in the flesh,
or seek to be justified by the outward privileges of the Jews, he had
more: for he was "circumcised the eighth day; of the stock of Israel
[not a proselyte, but a native Israelite], of the tribe of Benjamin [the
tribe which adhered to Judah when thc others revolted], an Hebrew
of the Hebrews [a Jew both on the father's and the mother's side],
and as touching the law, a Pharisee," the strictest sect amongst all
Israel. To show that he was no Gallio in religion, through his great
though misguided zeal, he had persecuted the Church of Christ; and
"as touching the righteousness of the law [as far as the Pharisees'
exposition of it went], he was blameless," and had kept it from his
you~h. But when it pleased God to reyeal His Son to him, "what
things were gain to me," he says-those priYileges I boasted myself
in, and sought to be justified by_Cl I counted loss for Christ." And
that they might not think he repented that he had done so, he tells
them he was now more confirmed than ever in his judgment. For,
says he, "yea, doubtless [the expression in the original rises with a
holy triumph], and I do count all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." And that they might
not object that he said and did not, he acquaints them he had given
proofs of the sincerity of these professions, because for the sake of them
he had suffered the loss of all his worldly things, and still was willing
to do more; for, "I count them but dung [no more than offals thrown
out to dogs], so that I may win [or have a saving interest in] Christ, and
be found in Him [as the manslayer in the city of refuge], not having
my own righteousness, which is of the law [not depending on having
Abraham for my father, or on any works of righteousness which I
have done, either to atone, or serve as a balance for my eyil deeds1, but
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is
of God by faith," a righteousness of God's appointing, and will be
imputed to me if I believe in Christ, "that I may know Him, and the
power of His resurrection;" that I may have an experimental
knowledge of the efficacy of His resurrection, by feeling the influences of His blessed Spirit on my soul. In which words two things
are impliedFirst. That Jesus Christ did rise from the dead.
Secondly. That it highly concerns us to know the power of His
rising again. Accordingly, I shall endeavour to show.
First. That Christ is risen indeed from the dead; and that It
was necessary for Him so to do; and,
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. Secondly. That it highly concerns us to know and experience the
power of His resurrection.
First, Christ is indeed risen.
That Jesus should rise from the dead was absolutely necessary.
1. On His own account. He had often appealed to this as the last
and most convincing proof He would give them that He was the true
Messiah, "There shall no other sign be given you than the sign of
the Prophet Jonas." And again, "Destroy this temple of My body,
and in three days I will build it up." Which words His enemies
remembered, and urged it as an argument to induce Pilate to grant
them a watch to prevent His being stolen out of the grave. "We
know that that deceiver said whilst He was yet alive, After three
days I will rise again." So that, had He not risen again, they might
have justly said, "·We know that this man was an impostor."
2. It was necessary on our account. "He rose again," says the
Apostle, "for our justification," or that the debt we owed to God for
our sins might be fully satisfied and discharged. It had pleased the
Father (for ever adored be His infinite love and free grace!) to
wound His only Son for our transgressions, and to arrest and confine
Him in the prison of the grave, as our Surety, for the guilt we had
contracted by setting at naught His commandments. Now, had
Christ continued always in the grave, we could have had no more
assurance that our sins were satisfied for, than any common debtor
can have of his creditor's being satisfied whilst his surety is kept
confined. But He being released from the power of death, we are
thereby assured that with His sacrifice God was well pleased, that
our atonement was finished on the cross, and that He hath made "a
full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the
sins of the world.
3. Thirdly. It was nec~ssary that our Lord Jesus should lise
again from the dead, to assure us of the certainty of the resurrection of our own bodies. The doctrine of the resurrection of the
body waS entirely exploded and set at nought among the Gentiles, as
appears from the Athenians mocking at, and calling St. Paul." a
babbler, and a setter forth of strange doctrines," when he preached
to them Jesus and the resurrection. And though it was believed by
most of the Jews, as is evident from many passages of Scriptnre, yet
not by all; the whole sect of the Sadducees denied it. But the
resurrection of Jesus Christ put it out of dispute. For as He acted
as our representative, if He, our Head, be risen, then must we also,
who are His members, rise with Him. And as in the first Adam we
all died, even so in Him, our second Adam, we must all, in this sense,
be made alive.
As it was necessary, on these accounts, that our blessed Lord should
rise from the dead, so it is plain, beyond contradiction,'that He did.
Never was any matter of fact better attested; never were more
precautions made use of to prevent a cheat. He was buried in a
sepulchre hewn out of a rock, so that it could not be said that any
digged under and conveyed Him away. It was a sepulchre also
wherein never man before was laid; so that if anybody did rise
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from thence it must be the body of Jesus of Nazareth. Besides,
the sepulchre was sealed, a great stone rolled over the mouth of it,
and a band of soldiers (consisting not of friends, but of professed
enemies) was set to guard it. And as for His disciples coming by
night and stealing Him away, it was altogether improbable: for it was
not long since. that they had all forsaken Him, and they were the most
backward in believing His resurrection. And supposing it was true
that they came whilst the soldiers slept, yet the soldiers must be
cast into a deep sleep indeed, that the rolling away so great a stone.
did not awake some of them. And our blessed Lord's afterwards
appearing at sundry times, and in divers manners, to His disciplesas when they were assembled together, when they were walking to
Emmaus, when they were fishing; nay, and condescending to show
them His hands and feet, and His appearing to above five hundred
brethren at once-put the truth of His resurrection out of all dispute.
Indeed, there is one objection that may be made against what has
been said-that the books wherein these facts are recorded were
written by His disciples. And who more proper persons than those
who were eye-witnesses of what they related, and ate and drank with
Him after His resurrection 1 "But they were illiterate and ignorant
men." Yet as good witnesses of a plain matter of fact as the most
learned masters in Israel. Kay, this rendered them more proper
witnesses. For, being plain men, they were therefore less to be
suspected of telling or making a lie, particularly since they laid
down their lives for a testimony of the truth of it. We read,
indeed, of Jacob's telling a lie, though he "as a plain man, in
order to get his father's blessing. But it was never heard since the
world began that any man, much less a whole set of men, died
martyrs for the sake of an untruth, when they themselves were to·
reap no advantage from it. No, this single circumstance proves them
to be Israelites indeed, in whom was no guile. And the wonderful
success God gave to their ministry afterwards, when three thousand
were converted by one sermon, and twelve poor fishermen in a very
short time enabled to be more than conquerors over all the opposition men or devils cop.ld make, was as plain demoll8tration that
Christ was risen, according to their Gospel, as that a Divine power, at
the sound of a few rams' horns, caused the walls of Jericho to fall
down.
But what need we any farther witnesses ~ Believe you the resurrection of our blessed Lord 1 I know that you belie,e it. But what
concerns us most to be assured of, and which is theSecond thing I was to speak to, is, whether we ha,e experimentally
known the power of His resurrection; that is, whether or not we'
have received the Holy Ghost, and by His powerful operations in our
hearts have been raised from the death of sin to a life of righteousness.
and true holiness. It was this the great Apostle was chiefly desirous
to know. The resurrection of Christ's body he was satisfied would
avail him nothing, unless he experienced the power of it in raising
his dead soul. For another, and that a chief. end of our blessed
Lord's rising from the dead, was to enter heaven as our representative1
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and to send down the Holy Ghost to apply that redemption He had
finished on the cross to our hearts, by working an entire change in
them. Without this, Christ would have died in vain; for it would
have done us no service to have had His outward righteousness
imputed to us, unless we had an inward inherent righteousness wrought
in us. Because, being altogether conceived and born in sin, and con
sequently unfit to hold communion with an infinitely pure and Holy
God, we cannot possibly be made meet to see or enjoy Him, till a
thorough renovation has passed upon our hear1JB. Without this, we
leave out the Holy Ghost in the great work of redemption. But as
we were made by the joint concurrence and consultation of the blessed
TriIiity, and as we were baptized in their name, so must all of them
concur in our salvation. As the Father made, and the Son redeemed,
so must the Holy Ghost sanctify and seal us, or otherwise we have
believed in vain.
This, then, is what the Apostle means by the" power of Christ's
resurrection," and this is what we are as much concerned experimentally to know, as that He rose at all. ·Without this, though we
may be moralists, though we may be civilized, good-natured people,
yet we are no Christians. For he is not a true Christian who is only
one outwardly; nor have we therefore a right because we daily
profess to believe that Christ rose again the third day from the dead.
But he is a true Christian who is one inwardly j and then only can
we be styled true believers, when we not only profess to believe, but
have felt the power of our blessed Lord's rising from the dead, by
being quickened and raised by His Spirit, when dead in trespasses
<J.nd sins, to a thorough newness both of heart and life. The devils
themselves cannot but believe the doctrine of the resurrection, and
tremble; but yet they continue denls, because the benefits of this
resurrection have not been applied to them; nor ha>e they received a
renovating power from it to change and put off their diabolical nature.
And so, unless we not only profess w know, but also feel that
Christ is risen indeed, by being born again from above, we shall be as
-far from the kingdom of God as they-our faith will be as ineffectual
as the faith of devils.
Nothing has done more harm to the Christian world, nothing has
Tendered the cross of Christ of less effect, than a vain supposition
that religion is something without us. Whereas we should consider
that everything that Christ did outwardly must be done over again
i.n our souls j or otherwise, the believing there was such a Divine
Person once on earth, who triumphed over hell and the grave, will profit
us no more than believing there was once such a person as Alexander,
who conquered the world. As Christ was born of the virgin's womb,
'So must He be spiritually formed in our hearts. As He died for sin,
'So must we die to sin. And as He rose again from the dead, so must
we also rise to a divine life. None but those who have followed Him
in this regeneration, or new birth, shall sit on thrones as approvers
of His sentence when He shall come in terrible majesty to judge the
twelve tribes of Israel.
It is true, as for the outwork of our redemption, it was a transient
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act, and was certainly finished on the cross; but the application of'
that redemption to our hearts is a work that will continue always"
even to the end of the world. So long as there is an elect man
breathing 'on the earth who is naturally engendered of the offspring
of the first Adam, so long must the quickening Spirit, which was,
purchased by the resurrection of the second Adam, that Lord from
heaven, be breathing upon his soul. For though we may exist by
Christ, yet we cannot be said to exist in Him till we are united to·
Him by one Spirit, and enter into a new state of things, as certainly
as He entered into a new state of things after that He rose from the'
dead. We may throng and crowd round about Christ, and call Him
"Lord, Lord," when we come to worship before His footstool; but
we have not effectually touched Him till, by a lively faith in His:
resurrection, we perceive a divine virtue coming out of Him, to renew
and purify our souls.
How greatly, then, do they err who rest in a bare historical
faith of our Saviour's resurrection, and look only for external proofs.
to evidence it! Whereas, were we the most learned disputers of this
world, and could speak of the certainty of this fact with the tongue
of men and angels, yet without this inward testimony of it in our
hearts, though we might convince others, yet we should never be saved
by it ourselves. For we are but dead men, we are like so many
carcases wrapt up· in grave-clothes, till that same Jesus who called
Lazarus from his tomb, and at whose own resun'ection many that
slept arose, doth raise us !\'lso by His quickening Spirit from our natural
death, in which we have so long lain, to a holy and heavenly life.
We might think ourselves happy if we had seen the holy Jesus:
after He was risen from the dead, and our hands had handled that.
Lord of life. But more happy are they who have not seen Him, and
yet, having felt the power of His resurrection, therefore believe in
Him. For many saw our Divine Master who were not saved by Him;.
but whosoever has thus felt the power of His resurrection, has the
earnest of his inheritance in his heart, he has passed from death to
life, and shall never fall into final condemnation. I am very sensible
that this is foolishness to the natural man, as were many such-like
truths to our Lord's own disciples, when only weak in faith, before
He rose again. But when these natural men, like them, have fully
felt the power of His resurrection, they 'will then own that this
doctrine is from God, and say with the Samaritans, "~ow we believe,
not because 'of thy saying," for we oursel,es ha,e experienced it in
our own hearts.
And, oh, that all unbelievers, all letter-learned ma-sters of Israel,
who now look upon the doctrine of the power of Christ's resurrection,
or our new birth, as an idle tale, and condemn the preachers of it as
enthusiasts and madmen, did but thus feel the power of it in their
souls, they would no longer ask how this thing could be, but they
would be convinced of it as much as Thomas was when he saw the
Lord's Christ; and like him, when Jesus bid him reach out his hands
and thrust them into His side, in a holy confusion they would cry out,.
"My Lord and my God ! "
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But how shall an unbeliever, how shall the formal Christian, come
thus to "know Christ, and the power of His resurrection 1" God,
who cannot lie, has told us, "I am the resurrection and the life;
whosoever liveth and believeth in :Me, though he were dead, yet shall
he live." Again, says the Apostle, "By grace we are saved through
faith, and that not of ourselves. It is the gift of God." This, this
is the way, walk in it. Believe, and you shall live in Christ, and
Christ in you; ·you shall be one with Christ, and Christ one with
you. But without this, your outward goodness and professions will
avail you nothing.
But then, by this faith we are not to understand a dead speculative
faith, a faith in the head, but a living principle wrought in the heart
by the powerful operation of the Holy Ghost, a faith that will enable
us to overcome the world, and forsake all in affection for Jesus Christ.
For thus speaks our blessed l[aster, "Unless a man forsake all that
he hath, he cannot be :My disciple." And so the Apostle, in the words
immediately following the text, says, "Being made conformable to His
death:" thereby implying that we cannot know the power of Christ's
resurrection unless we are made comformable to Him in His death.
If "e can reconcile light and darkness, heaven and hell, then we may
hope to know the power of Christ's resurrection without dying to
ourselves and the world. But till we can do this, we might as well
expect that Christ will have concord with Belial. For there is such a.
contrariety between the spirit of this world, and the spirit of Jesus
Christ, that he who will be at friendship with the one must be at
enmitv with the other! "We cannot serye God and mammon." This
may, indeed, seem a hard saying; and many, with the young man in
the Gospel, may be tempted to go away sorrowful. But wherefore
should this offend them 1 For "hat is all hat is in the world, the lust
of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life, but vanity and
vexation of spirit 1
God is love; and therefore could our 0"Wll wills or the world
have made us happy, He never would have sent His own dear Son
Jesus Christ to die and rise again, to deliver us from the power of
them. But because they only torment and cannot satisfy, therefore
God bids us to renounce them. Had anyone persuaded profane
Esau not to lose so glorious a privilege merely for the sake of
gratifying a present corrupt inclination, when he saw him about to
sell his birth-right for a little red pottage, would not one think that
man to have been Esau's friend 1 And just thus stands the case
between God and us. By the death and resulTection of Jesus Christ
we are new-born to an heavenly inheritance amongst all them which
are sanctified; but our own corrupt wills would tempt us to sell
this glorious birth-right for the vanities of the world, which, like
Esau's red pottage, may please us for a while, but will soon be
taken away from us. God knows this, and therefore rather bids us
renounce them for a season, than for the short enjoyment of them
lose the privilege of that glorious birth-right, to which, by knowing
the power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are entitled.
Oh, the depth of the riches and excellency of Christianity! Well
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might the great St. Paul count all things but dung and dross for
the excellency of the knowledge of it. Well [might he desire so
ardently to know Jesus, and the power of His resurrection. For
even on this side eternity it raises us above the world, and makes us
to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Well might that glorious
company of worthies recorded in the holy Scriptures, supported with
a deep sense of their heavenly calling, despise the pleasures and
profits of this life, and wander about in sheep-skins and goat-skins,
in dens and caves of the earth, being destitute, affiicted tormented. And, oh that we were all like-minded! that we felt the
power of Christ's resurrection as they did! How should we then
"count all things as dung and dross for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord!" How should we then
recover our primitive dignity, trample the earth under our feet, and
with our souls be continually gasping after God.
And what hinders but we may be thus minded ~ Is Jesus Christ,
our great High Priest, altered from what He was ~ No," He is the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." And though He be exalted
to the right hand of God, yet He is not ashamed to call us brethren.
The power of His resurrection is as great now as formerly, and the
Holy Spirit, which was assured to us by His resurrection, as ready
and able to quicken us who are dead in trespasses and sins, as any
saint that eyer lived. Let us but er" and that instantly, to Him
that is mighty, and able to a,e; 'let us in sincerity and truth,
without secretly keeping back the least part, renounce oursel,es and
the world; then we shall be Christians indeed. And though the
world may cast us out, and separate from our company, yet Jesus
Christ will walk with and abide with us. And at the general resurrection of the last day, when the voice of the archangel and trump of
God shall bid the sea and the graves to give up their dead, and all
nations shall appear before Him, then will He confess us before His
Father and the holy angels, and· we shall receive that invitation
which He shall then pronounce to all who love and fear Him, "Come,
ye blessed children of My Father,· inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world."

THE LOVE OF THE BRETHREN AS IT SH01:LD BE.
us pray that we may imitate our Lord and \faster more, that
when we see the love of Christ in any, let us love them for His dear
sake. Shall the Church of God be the love of Christ, and shall it be
our hatred ~ Shall a Christian be the object of Christ's love, and
shall he be unkindly treated by me ~ Oh, let us never think our
estate to be good except every child of God be our love, as He is
Christ's love. Can we really love Christ, and cannot we love him
in whom we see the image of Him ~ It is a true sign that we hate
Himself when we hate His image in others. Oh, let the children
of God ever bear this is mind. "This is :My commandment, that
ye love one another, as I have loved you."-Sibbes.
LET
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TOPLADY'S PROTESTANTISM.
UNDER the above headline, attention was last month directed to the
fact that TOPLADY'S Protestantism was systematically founded and
built upon a distinctly doctrinal basis. His attachment to the Reformed
Church of England was the natural result of his deep conviction that
its standards were Scriptural and in accord with the p'rinciples for
which the Christian witnesses contended unto death in the 16th
century. An extract from his Introduction to Historic Proof of the
Doctrinal Calvinism of the Chunk of England may be quoted on this
point. "As the Church is now internally constituted," he says, "her
Calvinism is impregnable; while she lins, this is immortal. The
legislature ha,e it, indeed, in their power (God forbid they should
ever have the inclination !) to melt down her Liturgy, Homilies, and
Articles; and, when her component particles are severed by State
chemistry, to cast her into the Arminian mould; but, lUltil this is
really done, all the artifices of man will never be able to fix the
banner of AR.IINIUS in the citadel, how daringly soever some of his
disciples may display it on the walls. Our pulpits may declare for
free-will; but the desk, our prayers, and the whole of our standard
writings as a Church, breathe only the doctrines of grace." Referring
to earlier days of the Reformation, when persecution was rife, TOPLADY
makes the following judicious observations :-" It appears that in the
reign of KIKG EDwARD, that is, from the very nnt establishment of the
Protestant Church of England, Pelagianism, or holding and maintaining the doctrine of Free-will and its connected principles, was
punished with imprisonment. I acknowledge that such a method of
dealing with the 'Free-will Men' reflects ,ery great dishonour on
the moderation of those times. It demonstrates, however, the high
Calvinism of the Church of England, whose secular and spiritual
governors (among the latter of whom were the principal Reformers
themselves) could proceed, with such extreme rigour, against the
abettors of those very tenets, which some modern Arminians, more
rash than wise, would persuade us, were e,en ab origine, the doctrines
of the Church herself. I must add that the usage of the' Free-will
Men' was very severe, both on the right hand and on the left. In
the Protestant reign of EDWARD VI. they had been imprisoned for
being too Popish, in the Articles of Justification, Election, and Grace ;all three of which they supposed to be conditional and emissable. In
the [Roman] Catholic reign of MARY, they were liable to imprisonment, and some of them actually were imprisoned, for not being Popish.
enough, in the Articles of Image-worship and Transubstantiation.
Their troubles under MARY were no more than might be expected; but
their sufferings under EDWARD and the Reformers were absolutely
unnatural and inexcusable."
We propose to return - to this subject, God willing, in ensuing.numbers.
2 F
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AURICULAR CONFESSION.

ONE of the most powerful agencies employed, alike by Romanists and
Ritualists, to ensnare souls, is the anti-christian institution of the
Confessional. The history of this Christ-dishonouring invention is
replete with moral, spiritual, and social evil. Not one redeeming
point is discoverable in the priestly system of auricular confession.
It is opposed alike to the interests of man and the glory of God.
In this belief, we feel satisfaction in calling attention to a wellwritten treatise on The Fallacy of Sacramental Confession, by the
Rev. CHARLES NEIL, }I.A., and published by Messrs. Simpkin, .Marshall,
and Co. The author is known to be an able and trustworthy authority
on the controversy between the Bible and Popery-Roman and Anglican
-and the compact treatise we have named fully sustains his high
reputation as a faithful Protestant clergyman. We venture to give a
specimen of Mr. NEIL'S work, the following quotation being chapter iii.,
entitled, "The Reason why the System of the Confessional has been so
Long and Widely Adopted." The author says:We live in a practical age, when questions on so many occasions
are settled by a count of heads or show of hands. 'I'o-day, too, a mere
reference to the many being in fa,our of a gi,en course, proves to a
certain class of minds a wonderfully attracti,e and weight~- argument.
If, in addition to o,erwhelming numbers, you can also claim that
ancient custom i' on your side-no mat er be it wrong and indefensible in itself, or hurtful in its effects upon society-still, what
you recommend is likely to find a ready and wide acceptance. Consequently, we are not surprised by the advocates of the confessional
pleading with lofty arrogance, and an air of almost supercilious contempt, that the practice of A.uricular Confession, if no17 known in the
very earliest times, yet has existed in some form or other for fourteen
hundred years, and has been authoritatively and fully adopted in
certain branches of the Churches for six hundred years, and that at
the present two out of every three professing Christians acknO\dedge
its efficacy.
Nor are we silenced, though we are saddened, at the
news that of the third of professing Christians who are usually classed
as Protestants, there are hlmdreds, if not thousands, of the clergy who
are able to persuade members of their congregation to belie,e in the
sacrament of penance. As men, indeed, of intelligence, as well
as lovers of the truth, we refuse altogether to allow the ,oice of
the majority to influence our judgment in questions of right and
wrong, truth and error.
In the case of all appeals to numbers and antiquity being made in
support of received opinions, it is well to remember that in science,
as in· religion, errors of the grossest and most injurious character have,
for long ages and by large sections of society, held undisputed and
unbroken sway over men'lil minds. ViTith what steadfast adherence
a.nd with what superstitious regard were not astronomical fancies held
:respecting the solar system until the day of GALILEO 7 Again, upon
three hundred millions of the human race the curse of the Crescent
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still rests; and more than four hundred millions of the human family,
in almost equal proportions, are the victims of the colossal errors of
Buddhism, Brahminism, and Confucianism. Indeed, considerably more
than half the human race-in fact, a majority of hundreds of millions
of persons, is in heathen or semi-heathen darkness, and only a minority
possesses the light of the glorious Gospel in any sense whatever.
Hence we decline to be guided in the matter of either Christian
doctrine or practice by the major vote of our fellow-creatures.
The appeal in respect of numbers being in favour of the confessional
is indeed singularly unfortunate, as the vast majority of the independent male members of the Roman Catholic Church in most countries,
notably in Spain and. its former colonies and possessions, do not
confess. Moreover, it is to be questioned whether men. ever have
as a body submitted themsel,es willingly to the idea of the confessional; or whether any considerable number of people, when
induced to confess, ha,e told more than they thought it safe or
prudent to re,eal to mortal man. ~e,ertheless, whether or no a
really substantial majority of professing Christians accept the sacrament of penance as an article of their creed, still the fact remains
that from time immemorial vast numbers have been victims of this
pernicious error. Consequently the point necessarily arises: How has
it come about that the system of the confessional has been so long
and widely adopted ~ Seldom, it seems, has this problem been properly studied and thoroughly ventilated, so as to ensure a satisfactory
and complete solution.
Vlithout attempting an exhaustive examination, we now propose
to gi,e in their natural order, what we regarcl to be the main
answers to the question now before us. This mode of handling the
subject cannot fail to open up instructi,e a,enues of thought.
Nevertheless, we may ha,e presented to our notice neither a
creditable page of Church history, nor a flattering picture of poor
fallen man. It will be necessary to start with a. patient and impar. tial consideration as to how, under what circumstances, and by what
method the confessional was introduced. Thus the way will be
.cleared, and we shall in a measure anticipate the direct answer to
the question respecting the spread of this system, as well as weaken
the force of that argument derived from its supposed general and
wide acceptance of which its supporters make so much.
Let us then direct our attention TO THE ORIGIK L"n THE HISTORY OF
THIS PRACTICE.
The confessional, and, in fact, each and every piece
in the Roman Catholic system, ought not to be viewed simply as if
it stood by itself, in connection "ith nothing else. Popery is a
masterpiece of statecraft which, for compactness, has never been
excelled. Each added doctrine and each corrupt practice, though
·weak in itself and more or less easily capable of being oYerthrown,
still has its place in the living organism, and is so inserted that it
gives strength and gains strength from the rest. Thus the confessional,
if it were the only added item, could not possibly long continue its
harmful course. Men with the Bible in their hands, and mindful
of the welfare of themselves, their family and SDciety, would soon
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have consigned it to oblivion. But the confessional was not openly
tl;1.ught until after there had been the conjuring with the words "The
Church," the inculcation of unscriptural prelatical power, and the
undue exaltation, and in some cases the deification, of the priests, and
the assertion of miraculous if not blasphemous claims, such as
those connected with the wafer-God in the }Iass. Once persuade
men to attach superstitious regard to the Church and the sacraments,
or those who serve at her altars, and you cannot consistently or with
good grace refuse to bestow functions of a supernatural character
to your deified priests. Moreoyer, if in the sanctuary there be pomp
and parade, crossings and genuflections; if veneration be given to
so-called altars, images, and holy water; and if the .priests be clothed
in splendid vestments and divine honours, 'how can you refuse to
Whisper your sins into their ears, and wait for the word of absolution,
cheerfully accepting all the enjoined privations and penances 1 Take
one false step in a sacerdotal backward, though wrongly and artfully
called a forward movement, and you find yourself hopelessly entangled
"
in skilfully formed and unbreakable meshes.
Besides, not only is the confessional a part of a complicated and
cleverly connected system, but it took years to establish and secure
its present definite and final form. Its introduction and gradual
adoption occurred in the dark ages, in those periods when there
was a stagnation of thought, little education among the masses,
when men were not in the enjoyment of civil and religioU5-; liberty,
and were so incapable of taking united and effective action. In fact,
this practice was taught and gained ground in an uncritical and
unscientific age, when, on account of sacerdotal tyranny, and unde}'
State patronage, the ordinary layman was practically coerced, when
he could not be cajoled, into at least outward conformity. Yet
despite all the advantages possessed by clerics, and all the disadvantages of the lay position, the introducers of so terrible an
institution as that of the confessional had to move with extreme
caution and tactical adroitness. Men in bygone ages could not, by
some coup el'etat, be made to place themselves under the galling
domination of sacramental confession. They had to be gradually
won over before they accepted this monstrous system, which, if any
other course had been pursued, would have been promptly and
indignantly rejected.
Church historians have clearly traced the
initiatory and successive steps. Public confession was turned into
private confession; private confession then degenerated from a general
acknowledgment of sin into a detailed and minute revelation of one's
whole life. _ It took years before a LIGUORI arose and prepared a text
book for confessors, which rendered them proficient in one of the
most awful arts, since it led to the destruction of personal responsibility
and the ruin of souls. Had the fully-evolved doctrine of the sacrament of penance, as authoritatively laid down at the Council of Trent,
or had auricular confession, in all its loathsome fulness, been sprung
on the world in the early part of the dark ages, Ol~ had ALPHONS0
LIGUORI arisen and produced a scientific treatise for the use of confessors in the fourth century, men's. minds would have revolted
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from the practice of the confessional, and.· its spread would have
been rudely arrested. Errors, ecclesiastical and religious, usually
gain currency by the principle of a slow evolution, and by being
subtly circulated.
Our historical view has been rapid, being intended to serve simply as
an introduction to the direct answers which we shall now furnish to the
question under consideration respecting the wide and continued adoption
of the confessional. Our first reply is, that the confessional is too
powerful an engine in the hands of the priests, for their own aggrandisement, to be allowed to fall into disuse. It is only hnman, though
no doubt reprehensible, for men to cling tenaciously to whatever tends
to the increase of their wealth and influence. ~o one likes to surrender
place and· power, especially when they lead to emoluments. Some
lawyers do not like a Chancery suit to end, and resist reforms which
will reduce their fees, and render them less indispensable. Chartered.
companies in some cases resent t{) the utmost, and are tempted to cause
bloodshed, in order that their ,ested interest way not suffer, and their
monopoly not be destroyed by open competition. In like manner in
the case of Rehoboam, nothing less than a message from God would
have induced him to allow his kingdom to be rent in twain, and the
Ten Tribes to be under a sceptre held by another hand. Again, still
more to the point-what was it which roused to its highest pitch
the malignant enmity of the Pharisees and Chief Priests against the
Lord of Life, if not the direct forebodings that they were about to .
be deprived of their traditional privilege through His rising fame 1
Thus as priests in all ages-notwithstanding how persons may be
foolish enough to regard them-are but mortal men of like passions
and frailties with the rest, it is not unnatural that they do their best
to prevent nine-tenths of their usurped and cOYeted power being
destrm-ed and for e,er remo'ed. Nor do we wonder that other
clergy~en of sacerdotal t.endencies, en,ious of the privileges possessed
by corrupt Churches, and alive to the powers to be secured, are
striving by subtle and persistent endea,Qlu's to establish the Romish
confessional, which, happily for us and unhappily for them, forms no
lawful part of the Church to which they belong.
Amongst the numerous means resort.ed to for perpetuating the
system which ministers to churcWy influence and priestly prestige,
there are three which deserve special notice, as being always in some
form or other used.
First, confessionalists train their children of tender years in the
doctrine of the confessional, and initiate them when early in their
teens, or even before, into the practice, knowing well that our mind"Through life's labyrinth holds fast the clue
That education gives her, false or true."
'fhe zeal which those who hold the sacrament of penance show in
regard to the way in which they strive to get and retain their hold
of children, and to instnlct the young, puts to shame Protestants for
their ·lukewarmness and indefinite teaching. Study the Catechisms
Itnd manuals for children belonging to Romanists and their imitators,
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and you will ob~erve how they din into the ears of babes and
sucklings the duty of confession to the priest, as being of equal
importance with Baptism and the Lord's Supper, and of the need
of the frequent use of the confessional for the forgiveness of sins
committed after Baptism. As it is hard to get rid of the weedroots which have possession of the virgin soil, so it is to give up
errors which were impressed early upon our memories.
It seems
almost sacrilege for a devout mind, unless truly enlightened, to
uproot those articles of belief (though false) which form as it were
part of our very nature, having been acquired before the period of
entire conscious recollection of their reception. The case, too,
presents more difficulties when the child is taught that it is a sin
of a mortal character to question, or doubt, or honestly verify any
of the doctrines of the Church.
Again, sacerdotalists make the confessional part and parcel of
Christianity. If you reject this doctrine, then you are heretic 01"
heathen, beyond the pale of salvation. In pre-reformation times
this weapon in the hands of the priests was extremely formidable,
and highly conducive to their interests. There was only one visible
Church in each place, and there was no other quarter to which to
turn.
To remain an unattached Christian in former times must
have been a most painful, well-nigh impossible position
Such a
one would have been more singularly solitary than the presence of
. one black goat among ten thousand "hite-fleeced sheep. Besides,
few persons are prepared to take so serious a step as that of leaving
the Church of their fathers. Hence, by the compulsory character
of confession, men were led to. acquiesce in it through fear of the
penalty incurred by putting themselves in opposition. Still, though
there has not been open, yet there has ever been secret repugnance
to the practice of the confessional in all Churches where it has been
taught.
The Roman Catholics of Belgium alone form an apparent
exception to this rule.
Once more, Romanizers forbid all intercourse with Protestants in
the matter of controverted points of religion. They blindfold their
dupes, and prohibit their going elsewhere for the removal of their
bandages. There are expurgatorial lists of books; and though Roman
Catholics use various artifices to induce Protestants to attend services
held in their (Roman Catholic) churches, yet they regard it as something more than a venial sin for themselves to enter a Protestant
place of worship during Divine service without ha,ing previously
received a special indulgence to do so. In many guilds, too, formed
in connection with the Church of Englal1f1, and oftentimes offering
secular and temporal advantages, the members have to promise not
to attend a Dissenting place of worship under any pretence, not even
upon a week-day. Besides, a handy directory is most carefully prepared for tourists, so that when away from home, they shall be able to
avoid the danger of attending Evangelical Churches where they might
obtain light. In the confessional, young people, until they have been
so indoctrinated as to be sure of their stability, are forbidden to talk
over or discuss religious subjects with any of their relatives or friends
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who are known to be staunch Protestants. We refcr to these protective measlues, not for the purpose of censuring those who adopt
them, but with a view of showing that the doctrine of sacramental
confession is spread, not so much by the possession, as by the absence
of intelligent conviction-not by letting in, but by shutting out the
light-not by courting, but by dreading inquiry. The conspiracy of
silence is the resort of all those who know that their cause is weak,
and their doctrine or practice not in accordance with the teaching of
Scripture or the dictates of common sense, and who are either too
bigoted or too personally interested to give up their errors.
But notwithstanding the subtle and supreme efforts of the
sacerdotalists, the practice of the confessional "'ould not survive or
succeed IF IT DIO NOT SUIT TIlE IXSTIXCTS OF FALLEN HUMAN NATURE. The
corrupters of primitive truth ha,e been tempted, and have taken care,
to propagate dogmas which in a very special manner were aided by
the known weakness of the major portion of mankind.
In most
cases, too, they have, by the mode of their teaching, further Yitiated,
and perverted, and depraved the tastes of theil" ,ictims. Certain classes
of persons whose consciences are not utterly seared, or their minds
not wholly impervious to truth, present a curious spiritual spectacle.
Such feel uneasy and uncomfortable under the estrangement from God,
which is the inevitable and invariable penalty for transgression of the
Divine law. They seek, however, a kind of absolution which it is
They desire, first of all, to have their sins
impossible to obtain.
forgiven, which, if it be worth anything, must be a spiritual and
secret transaction between the soul and God; and, secondly, to have
at once a certificate from man in some tangible form of the pardon
which God youchsafes to give. These would-be penitents are aiming at
the unattainable; for if the man-gi,en certificate sought could be attained, it would be positi,ely injurious, and opposed to the laws of moral
and spiritual progres~. Their demand is really for an outward and
visible evidence-a man-given assurance-of an inward and spiritual
bestowal of the grace of Divine forgi'eness. The only possible, real,
and valuable assurance of sins forgi,en is found in the sense of Divine
favour, which enables the soul to realize the new spiritual bond of
union between the Heavenly Father and His reconciled child, who
comes henceforth more boldly and independently to the throne of grace,
rejoicing in the truth that the " blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanseth us
from all sin."
The soul of the ill-instructed and morally diseased
craves only to have the old score of sins wiped off, and to have the
assurance that up to date there is no indebtedness. 'rhe class of
penitents we are describin~ is prepared to go on perpetually in a
process of proceedings devoid of reality and rest.
Verily, such a
process being carried out from first to last, by an intervening fellow
mortal, can never impart to the soul a sense of filial relationship,
from which alone arises both spiritual elevation and abiding assurance.
God offers in Cluist a full, free, and complete pardon, akays available,
always accessible, and independent of sacerdotal intervention. Forgiveness sought habitually through priestly absolution, not only
wrongs the Fatherhood of God, but robs the soul of the true enjoyment
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of redemptive privileges.
A man-given pardon may satisfy the
thoughtless and the careless, the ill-informed and the superstitious,
bnt never can and never will comfort the enlightened, the earnest,
the thoughtful believer.
Besides the common craving for infallibility and certainty, there is
the expectation that easier terms can be obtained from fallible man
than from the unerring God, who cannot deceive, as He cannot be
deceived.
No doubt there are some confessors who, according to
their light, would not be tempted from sordid or unworthy motives
to lower or alter the moral standard of duty for those whom they
direct. But there must be out of the vast array of robed priests only
too large a number who, from fear, or to secure favour, or from
indolence, or through considerations respecting the present needs of
the Church, are either criminally lenient or criminally severe. In
any case, mortal man, not unreasonably, hopes in the main to obtain
pardon of sins on terms more suited to his own views from the
confessor whom he selects than from a searching God, whose "ways
are higher than our ways, and whose thoughts than our thoughts."
Nor must it be forgotten that we naturally desire to rid ourselves
of constantly pressing and incon,enient responsibilities.
Persons
of prudence, if not guided by the highest sense of duty, shrink
from accepting responsibilities ",hich last for a lengthened
period, requiring strict watchfulness, and involving serious consequences if mistakes be maue. Or, again, if they find themsel,'es
saddled with gra,e duties and stringent obligations without
a known termination, how they smart under the felt pressure, and
rejoice at any prospect or proposal to shift the burden from off their
own shoulders to those of others who can be induced, or, better still,
volunteer to relieve them, Now what responsibility is more serious
and solemn, more complete and constant, than that connected with
the relation in which we stand to an infinitely holy God with respect
to our conduct~ How numerous and perplexing are the questions of
a real practical nature which daily arise as to the path of duty! How
extremely difficult at times is it to apply the law of God to particular
cases which, oftentimes through our connection with others, have
become intricately complicated! During the strain and stress of life,
when weary, and worn, and worried, what a real struggle it requires
to bring our jaded powers to the settling of nice points of conscience,
especially if that settlement has to take place before God. Again,
owing to the artificial state of social life, how apt we are to
shrink from the study of moral questions, with a view to selfregulation. Besides, what careful and anxious thought must be
exercised in order to know whether we are funy penitent, have a
hearty desire to forsake sin, and overcome temptation, using the
best ways and means of doing so. No one who stops for a moment's
earnest reflection can doubt that the responsibilities connected with
human life always exist in regard to our Master, who is of "purer
eyes than to behold iniquity," and their w-eight is constantly felt
by such as are truly religiously-minded. Yea, who has not at times
sighed ana sought to be free from this sense of personal account-
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ability 1 How temptingly, then, in weak moments, comes the offer
of the confessor, who, in the name and authority of the Church,
blandly offers his services, and promises to lighten, if not altogether to
remove, the oppressing burden! It is so natural to accept the welcome
aid. But if you listen to the syren song you will find that you are
trusting to a broken reed, which will pierce the hands, and even
the heart, of the person who leans upon it.
, The help thus proffered is made all the more alluring, because
sacerdotalists have previously prepared the way by cunningly.devised
services which appeal to men's sensuous aelight in worldly shows:
such, in the case of sensitive women and womanly men, alas! too
often meet with success. Unstable souls are entrapped in the snares
of priestcraft, and led on to the confessional. It cannot be too clearly
understood-and the fact is happily at last being more known-that
the real design too often of ritualistic sel'Yices is to mystify religion,
to extol the power of the priest, and to hinder direct access to God
on the part of the ordinary worshipper; and, as the crowning
point of sacerdotal ambition, to establish the so-called sacrament of
penance, to re-introduce the confessional boxes into our churche3,
and thus effectually to undo the work of the Reformation, and take
us back to the bondage of Rome.
But the recent success of the confessional movement cannot be
satisfactorily explained by reference solely to the interested zeal of
the priests on its behalf, nor yet to the appeals made by them to the
instincts of fallen nature. The progress of sacerdotal claims in this
and other directions could not have been so rapid and alarming if
those holding Reformation principles had not outgrown their
manliness, and allowed their opponents to pursue their own course
very much without let or hindrance. THE F.iILURE TO RIGHTLY EXPOSE
THE FALLACY OF THE SYSTE11 II..iS um VERY MUCH TO ITS ADOPTIOK.
Even when champions have been forthcomIng, they ha,e too often
proved timid, indiscreet, ineffective, and ha,e ceased in their
persistence.
Certain rulers of the Church, and leading members,
too, of .Protestant and Evangelical sentiments, ha,e counselled a policy
of peace. A truce, too, between all contending schools of thought
has been advised, partly on the ground that utherwise the existence
of the Church as an Establishment might be endangered, and partly
because it was feared that the minds of ordinary English laymen,
usually none too much given to religion, might be entirely upset
in the babel of controversy. Whatever may have been the motives,
worthy or unworthy, which have actuated those who might have
spoken out against the mischief, but who have refrained from doing
so, the spread of the confessional threatens to be a source of danger'
both to the National Church, and also to real vital godliness in our
land. The wise as well as the right course is always to uphold the
truth and to resist error, and to leave the issues to Him who alone
holds the reins of the world in His hands.
In the course of our furnishing the answer to the question under
discussion, has not one solemn and practical consideration kept forcing
itself prominently upon our minds 1 Do we not all feel more deeply
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than ever that, in respeJt of the daily need of Divine forgiveness, of
the regulation of our conduct, as well as in the steps which we take
to prevent ourselves or others being entrapped by the confessional,
we dare not shirk our own personal responsibility if we would consult
the honour of God, and the peace and welfare of our own souls as
well as of those of onr fellow-men 1

*

THERE ARE
TAKE:-

*

THREE

*

*

*

PRACTICAL STEPS WHICH WE CAN A:'ID

*

OUGHT TO

First, let us daily acknowledge our sins, and rejoice in knowing
the blessedness of sin forgiven: "For if we confess our sins, He is
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins." Let us, then, come
in the name of our Great High Priest, Jesus Christ, pleading His
infinite merits, using all Scriptural means, public and private, of grace,
and realizing all the privileges which, as true believers, belong to us
as priests and kings unto God.
"Speak, Love Divine, and bid the suppliant live;
Oh, let mine ear but hoor the word 'Forgive!'"

~

Secondly, let us bring, not only the confessional, but all sacerdotal
claims to the test of the Bible, the sole, authoritative, and only possible
standard of doctrine and practice. Let us nail each and every piece
of false coin on the counter of truth, remembering from whom such
is obtained, and that one and all come from the same mint. Be
encouraged in resisting Satan and his emissaries, conscious or
unconscious, knowing if we resolutely do so, that we shall find a
retreating foe, and errors will be banished, and truth will prove
finally triumphant.
"Thus error's monstrous shapes from earth are driven;
They fade, they fly, but truth survives their flight."
Thirdly, beware of Ritualistic eddies. No matter though they be
found within the ministry and saered edifices of the Church of
England, and no matter what loving memories and hallowed associations may cling to them. Why 7 Because those eddies lead to the
death-embracing maelstrom of the Romish confessional-a system in
direct contrast to God's revealed promises. That system supersedes
God's ordained means for the forgiveness of sin, and for the restoration
of the whole nature and constitution of man to a state of grace and
a condition of purity, placing in its stead a human device unknown
to the Apostles and the early Christian Fathers, and designedly
eliminated from the Articles and Formularies of om Church at the
Reformation.
That system is to be abhorred aB the offspring of a
debased religion, and the prolific parent of a religion still more
debased; and it should and must be resolutely and fearlessly exposed
by the nation in the interest of God and of His Christ, of the Church
and State which are dear to us, and of the family circle, the sanctity
of whose domestic life has long been the admiration alike of friend
and foe, and, in a great measure, the secret of our undoubted
stability and foremost position among the nations of the earth.
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PROTESTANT ARROWS.-Y.
THE ONE SACRIFICE.
As pointed out in previous articles, the priest and the altar, in Old
Testament times, were called into requisition by reason of the Divine
institution of animal sacrifice.
They were indispensa:ble for the
worship of J ehovah by means of sacrifices.
Had there been no
appointed sacrifices, there would haw been no altars and no sacrificing
priests. But these were, doubtless, instituted by God soon after the
fall of Adam, as we gather from se,eral statements and allusions in
the book of Genesis; and, under the Levitical law, they were
appointed to be statedly offered, a~cording to precise rules, and
accompanied by elaborate ceremonies. Why 1 vVhy was it necessary
that innocent animals should be slaughtered, in order that guilty
men might be acceptable to God? In the light of the New
Testament we can definitely answer, that it was to reveal allimportant truth regarding the Person and work of the promised
"seed of the woman," the only Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ.
THE PRIEST shadowed forth the truth that the promise would
find its fulfilment in One, who would indeed be "the seed of the
woman," and yet One able to intervene as a Mediator between the
guilty sons of men, and the all-Holy God, and that by means of a

vicarious .oacrifi,ce.
THE ALTAR showed that the promised One would be Holy and
Divine, and the only way to God.
THE S--\cCRIFICE pointed out the guilt and desert of sin, and the
vicarious nature of the death of the great Substitute by which
expiation was made.
Thus, Priest, Altar, and Sacrifice found their antitype in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and. the Christian religion has nothing to do
with Priests, Altars, or Sacrifices, inasmuch as all ha,e found their
fulfilment and end in Christ, the true Priest, and the real Altar,
who offered Himself as the one and only Sacrifice for the sins of
men.
Of the Levitical dispensation, it is written, Hebrews ix. 22:
"Almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without
shedding of blood is no remission."
'Ye gather the reason why
this was the case from Leviticus xvii. 11:
"For the life of the
flesh is in the blood: and I have gi,en it to you upon the altar
to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that
maketh an atonement for the soul." The shedding of the life-blood
of the innocent victim kept the just punishment of sin-namely, death
-continually before the eyes of God's people, while at the same
time it indicated the way in which expiation would be made when
the promised Redeemer should come. For, of course, the expiation
made by those sacrifices was only figurative. Reason teaches, and
Holy Scripture declares that "it is not possible that the blood of
bulls and of goats should take away sins," but the same ·Word
assures us that what the sacrifices of the old Covenant could not
do, Christ did, by the sacrifice of Himself.
"As it is appointed
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unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: so Christ was
once offered to bear the sins of many" (Heb. ix. 27, 28).
The imperfections of the Leyitical sacrifices, and the perfection of
Christ's sacrifice, is most fully reasoned. out in the tenth chapter of
the Epistle to the Hebrews, At the conclusion of his argument the
Apostle says'(verses 11-14), " And every priest [that is, Levitical priest]
standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins: but this man, after He had offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;
from henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His footstool.
For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
Then, in further proof of his point, he brings forward the testimony
of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament Scriptures.(ver. 17), "Their
sins and iniquities will I remember no more;" and then declares,
"Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin,"
Could it be possible to use plainer language, or produce higher
testimony to prove the infinite perfection and the finished character of
the sacrifice of Christ 7 Christ, our Priest, havin~ offered "ONE
sacrifice for sins, sat down for eyer [for so the words may be read]
on the right hand of God." Note the contrasts in the passage quoted
above. (Heb. x. 11, 12), "Eyery Priest "-" This man" ["imJe HE,
i.e., Christ]; "standeth"-"sat down"; "daily ministering, and
offeriLg often times "-" offered one sacrifice for sins, for e,er sat down
on the right hand of God." Is it not plain, therefore, that His 'l'l'ork
is finished, and that, in the clear language of _·\.tticle ~~~I. of the
Church of England, entitled, "Of the one oblation of Christ finished
upon the cross," there is none other satisfaction for sin but the
offering of Christ once made 7 Ho,," false, then, and unscriptural is
the doctrine of Romanists and Ritualists, that "in the Mass there is
offered to God a true, proper, and propitiatory sacrifice for the living
and the dead!" Truly, as the Article declares, it is a "blasphemous
fable," utterly subversive of the Gospel of Christ.
If, as we are told, the sacrifices offered by Aaron and his successors
would have ceased to be offered if they could, by themselves, have
taken away the sins and relieyed the burdened consciences of the
worshippers (see Hebrews x. 1, 2), is it not clear that now Christ
has "appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself,"
no other sacrifice for sin is necessary or possible 1 J..lld if the
saints of God, from Adam to Christ, were pardoned and accepted,
although no actual propitiation for their sins 'Was made until Christ
came and "died unto sin once" (Rom. ,i. 10), is it not plain that
sinners who now go to God through Him, will find full pardon and
acceptance on the ground of the perfection of that " one sacrifice for
sin," and need the merit of no other sacrifice whatever 7 And that
this is the case, the Gospel of Christ makes kno'l'l'n to us, for it proclaims full and free forgiveness, present and eternal salvation, through
Him. Believers have "peace with God through our Lord Jesus
.Christ;" "in whom we have redemption through His blood, the
remission of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Rom. v. 1 ;
Eph. i. 7).
R. J. NoYEs, RD.
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MULTUlI'1 IN PARVO.
'FOR almost an entire week the two Archbishops sat, last month, at
Lambeth Palace, to hear arguments for and against the decisions of
two Bishops, who had forbidden the use of "incense" in churches
during Divine Service. The unreality of the proceedings constitutes
them a puhlic scandal, for the ceremonial use of incense in the
Church of England was long ago declared by the Queen's courts to
be illegal. The plain duty of the two Bishops, therefore, was to
enforce the ascertained law against the priestly offenders. Instead of
this, the ARCHBISHOP of CAl\TERBURY, and the ARCHBISHOP of YORK
(sitting with him as Assessor), ventured to re-open the question,
althongh they had no power whatever to go behind the decisions
of the constitutional courb. Should the incense-bllrning priests
refuse to obey the law, and continue their Popish and heathen
practices, the pseudo-court at Lambeth possesses no ability to enforce
its conclusions by pllnishing the offenders. The real object of
Doctors TE:.lPLE alld ~hCLAGA:-; is to set up an ecclesiastical authority
independent of the Royal Supremacy-a perilous proceeding,
which may eventually produce a crop of serious difficulties for both
Church and State. The object-lesson afforded by the doings of
ARCHBISHOP LAUD, and the history of the notorious Star Chamber,
might well warn the Episcopate of the dangerous rocks which lie
in the course they are now steering. The Church, like the lost
"Stella," is going at full speed in a fog, and the chief officers
appear to be blind to possible consequences. The issues lie, in the
pro,idence of God, in the hands of the Laity, and their opportunity
to counteract the perfidious policy of the Bishops is when they next
record their votes at the ballot·box. ..i Protestant Parliament would
mean a Protestant ,jIinistn', and, were the advisers of the Crown to
carry out a Protestant p~lic.r, traitorous Bishops and Romanizing
clergymen would have to make way for true and faithful rulers
and pastors, and the nation's rightful heritage would thus be restored to
it. At all costs, the Reformation Settlement must be maintained,
and "the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law" be kept
"whole and undefiled." We rejoice in obser,ing that a sentiment of revolt
against the toleration of the foul Confessional in the Church of England
is spreading among all classes of society. The Bishops, who, for the
past thirty years, ha....e been well aware of the prevalence of the
mischief, and who in some instances have personally encouraged it,
are now stating that they are unable to arrest it. To our minds it
is more than time that Bishops should be found who would arrest
it. The Reformers were able and willing to put down the unholy
ordinance, and carefully expunged fro111 the Prayer Book all warrant
for its observance. And we are confident that there are clergymen
in the Church, who, if entrusted with the higher office of the Epis.
copate, would wisely and resolutely "banish and drive away
the Christ.dishonouring and soul-enslaving practice in question."The WestminsteT Gazette, referring to the insincere show of checking:
Ritualism made by, the Archbishops at Lambeth, had an excellent
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leading article last month, in the course of which the following
pl1ssage occurred. The cogency of the observations is apparent,
and we need add no comments. The Gazette says :-" The public
imagines that some great and solemn attempt is being made to
check Ritualistic practices. The truth of the matter, so far as we
can discover it, is simply this, that the Archbishops are sitting to
decide whether it is lawful to swing a censer.
It is apparently
admitted that incense may lawfully be used for the fumigation of a
church. The argument is thoroughly characteristic. Incense is
allowed on a plea of sanitation; the reserved sacrament is asked for
<>n a plea of convenience to the sick and backed by a medical
petition; lighted candles are defended as necessary illuminants of
dark chancels. The pleas are admittedly insincere, for all three
things, though defended on these utilitarian grounds, are really sought
for wholly different purposes. We do not think the Ritualistic Clergy
realize how much the cause of religion is injured, and respect for the
Church undermined, by these trivial, technical, and insincere pleas."The BISHOP of LLANDAFF, speaking at a luncheon in connection with
the opening of a new church in Glamorganshire recently, said he had
attained his seventy-ninth year, and while he had strength would
carry on his duties; only lawlessness on the part of the clergy he
had to govern would make him resign his office prematurely, and he
regretted that on this head he had difficulty in several parts of his
diocese.-On the 10th ult., the day on which the Church Discipline
Bill was debated in the House of Common~, the Standard published
a leading article on the measure, concluding with the following
forcible remarks :-" The one point which we hope to see emerge from
to-day's debate .conspicuously above all others is the positive determination to preserve the temporal supremacy of the Civil Power.
The authority of the Crown in all matters of Church government
and discipline must be strictly asserted. This much being conceded
-and it is no more than the High Church party have always readily
allowed-questions of doctrine might be separated altogether from
tribunals unversed in ecclesiastical law, and sometimes not understanding the meaning of the terms belonging to it.
But we can
tolerate no attempts to throw off, by any indirect or elusive methods,
the full extent of the Royal Supremacy as it has existed for three
hundred years. If any reconcilation of parties in the Church of
England is ever to be successfully attempted, this must be the basis
of it. The country has quite made up its mind on this point, and
we may fairly say, what can seldom be said in regard to similar
controversies, that the last word has virtually been spoken."-In the
written defence of Mr. ·WESTALL, before the .-hchbishops at Lambeth,
that leading representative of the law-breaking Clergy asserts, it is
reported, that "the only authority he can recognise as competent
finally to determine and settle such matters [of Ritual] is the Synod
of the Province." Thus, at the outset of the mock "Court," its
authority is openly disputed by one of the accused pai·ties-a fact
pregnant with significance for the Episcopal bench. The farcical and
discredited character of the Primates' procedure should rendBr its
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continuation impossible.-We are sorry to note that the British and
Foreign Bible Society, and the Religious Tract Society, following the
deplorable precedent set them by the Church Missionary Society, have
held services in the idol temple of St. Paul's. This condonation of the
idolatrous innovations in the Cathedral can but act as a stumbling
block to Christ's little ones, and we make no apology for our protest
against such unjustifiable action on the part of the committees concerned.-A committee of York Convocation has just presented a report
on Fasting Communion, which has been unanimously adopted by the
northern Bishops. The doctrine that Communion after taking food is
a sin is repudiated by the committee as "wholly unwarranted by the
teaching of Holy Scripture, and is, therefore, inconsistent with the
ordination vow."-The BISHOP of VVIXCHESl'ER recently presided over
a large meeting in Portsmouth Town Hall, in connection with the
Church Missionary Society centenary. Before the mceting opened
a deputation of anti-Ritualists waited upon his lordship and handed
to him a protest bearing 500 signatures, all of \Yhich were stated
to be those of members of the Society. The deputation asked that
Dr. D.HIDsoN would not take the chair at the meeting on account of
his being a member of an anti-Evangelical society, and they set forth
that the Church Missionary Society was a thoroughly Evangelical
organization.
His lordship could not, therefore, in their opinion,
consistently preside at any of its gatherings, and they added that if he
did so they would leave the hall. The Bishop, however, whilst
admitting that the protestors were entitled to approach him as they
had done, persisted in taking the chair at the meeting, but no
sooner did his lordship begin to speak than a scene of uproar
ensued, several hundred persons walking out of the building.-The
Roman Mass in the English ChuJ"ch is the title of a volume in
which ;'11'. C. J. TIITXXE republishes with introduction and notes
certain newspaper ace-aunts of the way in which the COillmunion
service is celebrated at some of the extreme churches, mainly in
London. The ace-uracy of these reports has in no case been questioned.
These present a body of evidence for which those who know
extreme Anglican ritual and methods may be quite prepared, but
which may come' as a surprise to many other Churchmen.-It will
be remembered that at the great Protestant demonstration held in
the Albert Hall, London, on the 30th of January last, a telegram
was despatched to the QUEEK by LORD KINNAIRD, in the name of
the 10,000 persons present, asking HER }1AJESl'Y'S acceptance of a
copy of Mr. WALTER WALSH'S book, The Secret History of the Oxford
Movement. The volume was forwarded in due course, and the QUEEN
has acknowledged its receipt.-The following touching incident was
reported in the newspapers coincidently with the publication, last
month, of our "ToPLADY" Number.
The incident illustrates very
remarkably the gracious hold which the immortal lines, "Rock of
Ages, cleft for me," possesses on the minds of the Lord's people
in the hour of their deepest distress :-" SA}IUEL VVEBB was working
at the bottom of a deep well at Brightlingsea yesterday when the
sides collapsed, burying him beI}.eath about five tons of earth. Relief

416

The Gospel Magazine.

operations were promptly commenced by a party of professional well
sinkers who were fortunately on the spot, assistell by willing helpers
belonging to the place. A pit was excavated alongside, and from
this the rescuers cross-cut until they intersected the well. Then they
managed to remove the earth and rubbish, being greatly heartened
by the knowledge that WEBB was not only alive, but apparently not
seriously injured, for he could be distinctly heard singing 'ROCK OF
AGES,' his favourite hymn, and as he caught the sound of the rescue
operations, he called out, 'Tell my wife that I am trusting in
JESUS.' Ultimately the rescuers were able to pass ropes under
WEBB'S arms, and then they dragged him out after he had been
entombed just eight hours. Although the poor fellow was in a state
of collapse, no bones were broken, and there is no reason to doubt
that he will soon recover."
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE POPE.
IT will be remembered that, in July last, the POPE ventured to
address the Scottish nation in the form of an "Apostolic Letter,"
through the Papal hierarchy. The Scottish Churches, wisely declining
to follow the deplorable example set them by the ARCHBISHOPS of
CANTERBURY and YORK under similar circumstances, ha,e ignored
the POPE'S approaches, and left him and his prelates in the north to
repent of the tactical mistake of which they were guilty.
A
timely and witty reply has, however, appeared from the pen of a
Protestant Scot in the columns of The Bulwa7'k-a trusty and tried
Protestant monthly paper, published at Glasgow.
At the risk of
puzzling some of our readers who may not be familiar with the
Scottish vernacular, we reproduce the Open Letter, which contains
much wholesome though caustic criticism of the wily Papal address.
The writer signs himself "JAlIlES 'YILSON," and dat6s from Ayr,
and his letter was published in the March number of The Bulwark.
He writes :-" DEAR AULD DADDIE (0' sic as aucht ye),-1 maun
thank ye for your highness' kind letter, 0' date 25th July last, tae
the people 0' Scotland-bein' mysel' yin 0' them, an' frae that pairt
0' Scotland ca'ed Ayrshire, an'the auld toun o' Ayr-the lan' 0'
Burns, an' near bye whaur are historic remembrances 0' IV ALLACE
an' BRUCE (ye sae kindly name), no' tae speak 0' that eminent
Reformer 0' the Kirk, JOHN KNOX, sae weel kenn'd hereaboot. It's
muckle the pity that your highness shou'd be sae misguided as tae
think the Scotch folk, hailing frae this pairt especially, wou'd
be sae easily ta'en in by ony sic wily chaff.
Ka, na j it winna
dae. 'Ance bit, twice shy,' ye ken, may be. ·We hae a' owre
muckle gumption for sic sophistry an' fiattery the hook is baited
wi' j e'en had it been frae St. Peter himsel', we wou'd just hae
thocht he was wantin' mail' fish wi' monie in their mou's, he hadna
been sent for. It's very true-an' we're very thankfu' for't-the
Scotch folk aye reverenced an' 10'ed their Bible, an' it wou'd be weel
for them noo they had a' read an' made it mail' 'the man 0' their
counsel,'. as in days bygane, an' no' ha'en it aye sae muckleon the
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shelf, an' their spare time ta'en up sae muckle wi' thae trash o'
novels. E'en the ministers' sermons, on the Sabbath days noo, are
no' what they used tae be ava-mere ' philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not
after Christ' (Col. ii. 8) rather, than guid Gospel truth. But what
can yin dae 1 They a' say the age is advancing,-an', na doot, it
has in mony directions, in science' an' civilization, &c. For witness
0' the latter, just see hoo civil we're tae ye noo, compared tae what
we ance were, a generation or twa gane! The're e'en some 0' us
say it's no' richt tae treat ye sae ciYilly in a Protestant kintra as
oars, when ye didna, an' wou'dna, dae the same tae us,-an' only
wantin' the power tae be the same as ye wm:e afore, in the
persecuting days 0' the Inquisition.
My certis, wasna it a bonnie
thing that, for the (sae-ca'ed) chief shepherd 0' the flock 0' Christ
tae be at the heid 0', directing an' controlling! Dae ye ken what
a guid wheen 0' the folk here believe ye are ca'ed in the Bible 1
(2 Thess. ii. 3, 4). (I'll no' come owre the words, in case ye micht
tak' it ill 0' me-an' I wou'dna like tae gie any offence tae ony,
an' especially tae ane in sic exalted station.) It's no' that \\'e're for
thinkin' ye're that yersel'; just 'ex cathedm,' ye ken. Ye get the
name 0' bein' a very fine auld gentleman personally, an' I hae nae
doot 0' it; but it's an awfu' business this ye're mix'd up wi'-thae
Masses for' the deid, an' the sale 0' Indulgences for the leevin'-for
actual transgressions an' iniquity 0' ilka shape, form an' degree! Ye
'filthy lucre'
bin tae hae gotten a big lot 0' (what dae ye ca' it
frae sic sources, frae first tae last, frae thae deluded craters, wha
wou'd belieye onything, in religion an' politics, Pope this or Pope
that 1V0u'd gie them! They just like 'open their mou's an' shut
their e'en an' tak' ...hat they get.' Sae wonner the're blin'! ~Ye
had an' 'auld Parliamentary han',' GLADSTO~E, no' lang gane, a guid
wheen 0' the folk ran after ram-stam, like silly sheep-ne'er lookin'
whaur they're gaun-amaist like tae thae big droyes 0' deiI-driven
swine we read 0' in the New Testament, an' wi' a like destination
tae them as ;veel. We dinna read oucht 0' sic deference tae human
au;thority as that in the Bible; but, nae doot, that may be amang
the things provided for in the living perpetual 'Magisterium' (or
shou'd it no' be 'Ministerium 1'-' Servant 0' Servants,' ye ken), and
• the something more' which was required besides the bestowal of
the sacred Scriptures! It winna dae, my fine auld gentleman. But
I'll tell you what'll 'dae-tae foliow the example 0' the Berean disciples, the Apostle Paul sae highly commends, wha 'searched the
Scriptures daily whether those things wcre so' (Acts xvii. 11). ' All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, aud is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works' (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17). 'If any man will do His will, he shall
know of the doctrine whether it be of God' (John Yii. 17), And
again, 'When the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you
from the Father, e,en the Spirit of truth, which proceedcth from
the Father, He shall testify of :Me; and ;le also shall bear witness,
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because ye have been with Me from the begiiming' (John H. 26, 27);
'And when He is come, He will reproye the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they believe not on
Me; of righteousness, because I go to :YIy Father, and ye see :Me no
more; of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. . . . .
vVhen He, the Spirit of truth, is come, .He will guide you into all
truth: for He. shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall
heal', that shall He speak: and He will show you things to come.
He shall glorify Me: for He shall receiYe of Mine, and shall show
it unto you. All things that the Father hath are Mine: therefore
said I, that He shall take of Mine, and shall show it unto you' (John
xvi. 8-15). Tllis is the glorified rich inheritance of all thc Lord's
chosen and faithful people without restriction or limitation, and
beyond the power of earthly potentate or of synodical decree to
put any embargo on, even as they can neither add to nor diminish.
'Livirig stones built up a spiritual house, an holy, priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. . . . .
A chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people, that ye should show forth the praises of Him who
hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light' (1 Peter
ii. 5, 9). They need no intcnention of prie~t or Pope in the 'YOl'ship
and service they render to the' One God and Father of all,' through
the 'one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus'
(1 Tim. ii. 5).
'The great High Priest, that is pa<ised into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God' ,Heb. iY, 14.) 'Haying therefore,
brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,
by a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us through
the vail, that is to say, His flesh; and having an High
Priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a true
heart, in full assurance of faith, haYing our hearts sprinkled from
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water'
(Heb. x. 19, 22.) Can you, venerable sir, say aught against this to
any thereof, or dare presume to deny to one, the least in the kingdom
of heayell on earth, this blood-covenallted grace and salvatioll of the
Divine Lord and Saviour of men 1 I shou'd, nae doot, thank your
highness for the' Apostolic Blessing' wi' which your letter concludes,
as I dinna doot but what I'm aiblins incbded, were I only sure o't.
for 'ye maun ken the're some folk hav'na ony faith in sic succession, an'
I'm yin 0' them. I've aye believed that the Apostles hae had nae
successors, an' cou'dna hae, withoot they had th'e same credentials o·
their 'having seen the Lord,' an' wi' the power to "ll'ork miracles.
'Vhenever, therefore, ane tells me he's a 'successor 0' the Apostles,' I
just say to him, produce your credentials-an' generally that's an end.
0' it.
We've sic a lot 0' craters 0' ministers, 0' a' denominatiolls amaist
-mony 0' them mere youngsters-wha're for thinking, an' e'en saying,
the same thing 0' themselves tae, an' wou'd like tae dae just like
yoursel', if they could manage it; but sensible folk here only leuch
anent a' sic impostm'e an' presumption, an' 'll no' hae 'to It's sae awfu'
provoking, frae some 0' thae upstarts 0' bits 0' callants. In yoursel',
we a'ken what tae expect, an' it comes nae that ill fme you; but in
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thae newly fledged clerics, sae fu' 0' conceit an' emptiness, displaying
themsels in their robes an' gaudy millinery, as they dae noo, an'
pronouncing' In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost '-oh, it's awfu' profanation! 'Ye micht as weel-an' a
guid sicht better, maybe-hae your ainsel tae oursels yet, an' be decent
wi' it, sin' thae chaps just mak' a fool 0' the hale thing. I wou'd just
add, in conclusion, a word 0' advice tae ye-no' tae tak' it ill, onything
ye may read or hear 0' the sayings an' doings 0' a kin' 0' posses3'd man,
going up an' doon the kintra here, denouncing ye an' a' your works.
I'll no name him, an' for he's no' worth minin'. But the 'Venerable
Brethren,' to whom your highness' letter is, in first instance, addressed,
will, nae doot, hae advised ye accordingly, as bein' wisely 0' the same
min' wi' mysel'. An' noo, I wonner if your highness wou'd tak' a
blessing frae sic the like 0' me, if I were to gie't 1 But in case be
maybe no, I'll no gie't, as I wou'dna like anything guid trampled un'er
feet. Howsoever, let me just say, Blessings attend ye, an' wi' 'Peace
at the.last. Ta, ta.-Your highness' humble servant, JAMES 'YILSON."

RtTUALISM: IN BISHOP CREIGHTON'S DIOCESE.

As an illustration of the absence of firm and faithful rule under the
administration of the present BISHOP of LONDON, we reprint from
the Daily News the following circumstantial description of how the
"Services" are conducted at the extreme Ritual church of St.
Clement, City Road. That newspaper says:Nearly three month" ago we uave in the Daily :Ye/('.~ some particulars
of the service of blessinu the ash~s in this church, and other instances of
very extreme ritual. Th; BISHOP of Lo,,1>o:s- _has taken action, and forbidden
the use of the bla.«sinu of the ashes on ~sh "ednesday and of the ~erVlCe of
the A.sperges before ~he Holy Communion. His lordship also di.rected that
Matins should be said at 11 instead of 8.15, and gave orders a.s to ithe
Communion Office to the \icar, the Re,. JXll£S LO:S-GRIDGE, who last June
assured his lordship of his "dutiful and loyal compliance" with the followin~
directions:
"1. Morning and Evening Prayer should be said, and the Holy Com~
munion be celebrated, on Sundays, at such hours as are most convenient
to the congregation. There should be no appearance of disregard of any
one of the services in favour of another.
"2. The service for Holy Communion should be said as it is appointed
in the :Book of Common Prayer, without additions or omissions. It shoulcli
be said in an audible voice throughout."
It may be interesting to know what, if any, alterations are made in the
services of a chUl'ch as advanced as any in the Metropolis.
The Bishop is
obeyed as to Morning Prayer being said at 11, but there is hardly any congregation-far fewer people than at most daily services in other churchesand the seryice is hurried over in little more than a quarter of an hour, so
.that it is impossible to follow it, the clergy sitting during the Psalms in the
chancel. The Commandments are said in the Communion Office at 8 o'clock,
but so indistinctly and rapidly as to be almost inaudible; and only the first part
of the words directed to be said to the communicants are used. Bells are rung,
prostration of a yery extreme character is practised, the prayer 'of
.' consecration is said inaudibly, and at "High Mass" there are
communicants. On Sunday, at l).35, the Asperges, forbidden by the
2 G 2
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Bishop, was replaced by a processional hymn, with ceremonial use of lights and
incense, another hymn was sung for the Introit, and another took the place of
the Gradual before the Gospel. The hymns, popular and evangelical ones,
were heartily sung by the people, some 160 (a large number being children).
The Doxology in one was omitted, as also the concluding words of the Ascension
Day Collect. The priests, but not the people, except the children, sat during
the greater part of the Nicene Creed, and there was some ceremonial on their
rising after the" Et Incarnatus est." A short and practical sermon on the
Ascension was preached by the Vicar, and he deduced from the words of his
text, " It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father
hath put in His own power," the duty of working in the immediate present,
and not troubling themselves with such questions as, "What sha.ll we do if
the Bishops do so and so? What will happen if the Church is disestablished
and disendowed?"
It is not necessary to follow in detail the minutitl' of the intricate ritual, but
it may be safely affirmed that while the Bishop's directions are obeyed in the
letter, there is no practical change in the nature of the service. Perhaps Mr.
LONGBIDGE is waiting for further godly admonitions from his diocesan after
the LlI.mbeth judgment is given, to which the Bishop alluded at the Diocesan
Conference.

Meanwhile, loyal members of the Church of England find their
respect for Episcopal rule subjected to a strain which is intolerable.
Quousque?

TOPLADY'S LATEST LETTERS.
THE following
selection of letters, penned by TOPIdDY "when
languor and disease" had far sped their fatal course in his fragile
frame, serve to emphasize all that we said last month on the subject
of his gracious acquiescence in the afflictive dealings of his heavenly
Father. They were all written very shortly prior to his triumphant
departure "to be with Christ," and give evidence of his unabated
mental vigour, of his unconquerable devotion to the interests of
the pure truth of God, and of his keen hostility to religious error from
whatever quarter it came. We publish these letters, feeling cpnfident
that such of our readers as have .not already perused them will read
them with appreciative interest.
To

THE REV. DR. PRIESTLEY.

Knightsbridge, January 20th, 1778.
I am much your debtor, sir, for your late polite fa,our from Calne;
but, especially, for the obliging present of your Disquuuions concerning
Matte?' and SpiTit j and of the Appendix, concerning Necessity. I have read
them, with great attention; and, as you condescend to request my
opinion of those ingenious pieces, you shaH ha,e it, with the most
transparent unreserve.
I need not say anything as to the article of Necessity j because you
weH know that I have the honour to coincide, almost entirely, with
your own view of that great subject. Permit me, however, to ask, en
passant, in what part of any printed work of mine, I "seem to think
that the torments of hell will not be eternal 1" You yourself, dear
sir, I doubt not, will, on a calm review, be the first to condemn your
·own temerity, in having publicly advanced a conjecture totally unwar·
.ranted on my part: and I am equally disposed to believe that this will
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be the last liberty of the kind which you'll venture to take either
with me, or with any other man. You must be sensible that not a
word on the nature or the duration of future punishment ever passed
between you and me, either in writing or in perilonal converse. Consequently you must be entirely acquainted with my ideas of that awful
subject; and, as such, was totally unqualified to advance the insinuation, of which I have such just reason to complain.
With regard to your Disquisitions, &c. I would observe1. That I can subscribe to no more than to one moiety of them. I
still consider materialism as equally absurd in itself, and atheistical in
its tendency.
But, 2. The perusal of your book gave me no surpri~e; beca.use I
have for a considerable time past viewed you as a secret Materialist,
whose favourite principle, like the workings of a subterraneous fire,
would, at last, break forth into open birth.
C,"- •.
3. Nor has this p'1blication lessened, in tbe smallest degree, my
respect and esteem for its author. You haye a right to think for yourself, and to publish the result of your thoughts to the world. If my
own brother was of a different judgment as to this point, I should set
him down for an enemy to the indefeasible prerogatives of human
nature.
4. r revere and admire real probity, wherever I see it. Artifice,
duplicity, and disguise I cannot away with. Transparency is, in my
opinion, the first and the must valuable of all social virtues. Let a
man's principles be black as hell, it matters not to me, so he have
but integrity to appear exactly what he is. Give me the person whom
I can hold up, as I can a piece of crystal, and see through him. For
this, among many other excellencies, I regard and admire Dr.
PRIESTLEL
5. I must acknowledge, sir, that in the foregoing part of your
Disqu.isitions you throw no small quantity of light on the nature of
matter at large. \Iy apprehensions concerning yisible substance are,
in several important respects, corrected and improYed by your masterly
observations on that subject. I -wish you had stopped at matter,
which you evidently do understand, and better, perhaps, than any
other philosopher on earth, and not meddled with spirit, whose
acquaintance, 'tis very plain, you ha\e not cultivated with equal
assiduity.
6. Bishop BERKELEY tells me that I am all spirit without a single
particle of matter belonging to me. Dr. PRIESTLEY, on the other head,
contends that I am all bady, untenanted and unanimated by any
immaterial substanGe within. Put these two theories together, and
what will be the product 1 That my sum total, and that of every
other man, amounts to just nothing at all, I have neither body nor
soul. I have no sort of existence whatever. Here it may be alleged,
"That the two systems cannot be thrown together, as being totally
incompatible. I answer: Why may not Bishop BERKELEY'S word go
as far as Dr. PRIESTLEY'S, and the Doctor's as far as the Bishop's 1
Though, when all is done, the best way, in -my opinion, is to cease
from both and to believe neither.
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7. The arguments for absolute and universal materialism, drawn
(or, rather, pretendedly drawn) from rational and philosophic sources,
appear, to me, prodigiously forced, lame, and inconclusive. And, if
we take Scripture into the account, not all the subtilty nor all the
violence of criticism will ever be able to establish your system on
that ground. What wretchetl work do Y0:1 yourself make with those
few texts which you venture te quote and strive to obviate, wherein
plen/l and prima facie man is spoken of, as a being compounded of
matter and spirit!
Can you bear this plain dealing? If you can, gi,e me your hand.
And I most heartily wish that all who differ from you, and especially
that all who may commence your public antagonists, may treat you,
as I ever desire to do, with the respect due to your virtues and your
talents.
How is your health? Beware of too close application, and of too
intense exertions of mind. I, for my own part, can most heartily
sllbscribe to these remarks of the apocryphal writer: "The thoughts
of mortal men are miserable, and our devices are but uncertain.
For the corruptible body presseth down the soul, and the earthy
tabernacle weigheth down the mind that museth on many things.
Hardly do we guess aright at things that are upon earth, and with
labour do we find the things that are before us; but the things
which are in heaven, who hath searched out 1 ..ilid Thy counsel who
hath known, except Thou gi,e wisdom, and send Thy Holy Spirit
from abo,e?" :May that Holy Spirit, shining on His written Word,
and shining into our hearts, be a light to the paths of the muchesteemed friend to whom I am writing, ami to the paths of his
Obliged and most obedient servant,

A. T.
To

MRS.

FLOWER.

Knightsbl'idge, Feb. 20th, 1778.
1LmAM,-Knowing that the officious zeal of many visitants,
however weil-meant, often occasions more trouble than relief, during
the first impressions that result from so trying a dispensation as that
under which God is now exercising you; I, for this reason, waive
presenting you with my personal condolences, and request yourself
and your amiable family to accept my writtel'. respects.
You and yours are deeply on my heart before the mercy seat.
Has the Holy Spirit yet brought _you to that point, "hither faith
invariably tends, and in which it will always ultimately rest? namely,
"It is the Lord. Let Him do as seemeth Him good." That your
husband's God is and will be your God, even to the end, and without
end, I believe with the fullest assurance. YIay He likewise be the
God of all your offspring! It is a great, an unspeakably great thing,
to be born ~gaill. How far that most momentous work has. taken
place on theIr souls, I know not. But may they ever tread III the
religious footsteps of their deservedly honoured father ; and never
forget, that the same blessed and- triumphant consolations, which
DEAR
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enlivened his last hoUl's, will also felicitate their lives, and brighten
their deaths, if effectual grace render them partakers of like precious,'
faith, with him, in the righteousness of our God and Saviour.
The presence of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Remember
that "Your'Maker is your Husband:" an Husband who never dies,
and who changes not.-My kindest and most sympathizing respects
attend the two young ladies, and both the gentlemen. Adieu, untilI have an opportunity of assuring you by word of mouth how'
much I am, &c.
To MR. HT;sSEY.
Broad Hem/JUry, illarch 19th, 1778'.
VERY DEAR Sm,-The hospitable kindness of myoId friend at Salisbury
detained me in that place 'till :'Ionday last; in the afternoon of which
day I set forward for my o'l\n parish, and arrived here on Tuesday.
I cannot boast of any great effects produced by the journey and by
change of air.
If my hoarseness abates, my cough comes on with
redoubled violence; and if my cough grows favourable, the hoarseness
returns. But welcome, ten thousand times welcome, the whole will of
God. I trust His Spirit has begnn to render me passive in His blessed
hand, and to turn me as clay to the seal. I am enabled to be more
than resigned: I am thankful for His every dispensation, knowing them
to be all ordered in faithfulness and love.
I was unable to preach while at Salisbury, and begin to apprehend
that I must not attempt to preach at my own church here next
Sunday. But though such absolute uselessness is the most afflictive
part of my present visitation, yet even this I can leave with God my
Saviour, who is the governing Head of His family, both in heaven and
earth, and orders all things well.
It is still my hope, and my intention, to return to town, in the
course of nest week. I am to have a sale of my furniture in my house
here on Monday and Tuesday nest; and I trust the whole of that
business will be accomplished in those two days, without detaining me
longer. But, if otherwise, may I not venture to defer my return 'till
Monda.y the 30th, or Tuesday the 31st, of this present month? I am.
never fond of worldly business, and am nO\y particularly disqualified for
managing it well; but, when once undeliaken I deem it my duty to
go through with it, in the best manner I am able.
,
Dear Mrs. HUSSEY, yourself, and all the flock of Christ who worship
with us at Orange Street, are much and deeply on my heart. And if
I, a sinful, dying worm, feel such glowing affection for the people of
God, oh, with what intenseness must the Almighty Father love those
-ivhom He ordained to eternal life before all worlds, and whom He gave
to His Son to save, and for whom He gave up the Son Himself to the
death of the cross! How astonishingly, also, must Jesus have loved
His people, when He consented to discharge their two-fold debt of
perfect obedience and of penal suffering! And how are they loved by
the most Holy and Blessed Spirit of Grace, who converts, comforts;
sanctifies, and seals them to the day of redemption !.
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May that three-fold low, tin three-fold cord that can never be
broken, be the present and eternal rejoicing of my much valued Mr.
and Mrs. HUSSEY, and of their
Obliged and affectionate servant,
AUGUSTUS TOPLADY.
P.S.-I hope you had my letter from Sarum, dated the 11th instant.
It would rejoice me to have one from you.

To YIR. HUSSEY.
[1'{O dote.]
EVER DEAR SIR,-God's good providence brought me hither
yesterday, early in the afternoon, quite unfatigued by my journey, and
rejoicing in spirit before Him. It can hardly be expected that so
short a time should have any very salutary effect on complaints so
fixed as mine: my voice, however, has been much better to-day
than for three weeks past.
.
My mind is quite at rest. All my affairs respecting both this
world and a better, are completely settled. :NIy salvation was provided for in the covenant of grace from all eternity, and sealed by
the finished redemption of my adorable Saviour.
:'1y temporal
business is all settled to my satisfaction by the completion of my
last will and testament before I left London. So that I have at
present nothing to do but to sing in the ways of the Lord, that
great are the glory and the goodness of the Lord.
I am uncertain whether I shall see Broad Hembury late in this
week or early in the next. When you favour and oblige me
with a line, be so good as to direct to me simply at Broad
Hembury, Honiton.
As an old friend, whom I have not seen for many years, has j llSt
now called at Dr. BAKER'S in order to see me, I am obliged to be
very concise. I shall depend, if the Lord permit, on hearing from
you when I am in Devonshire. And it gives me great happiness to
be able to inform you that I fully design, with the leave of my
heavenly Father, to be in town again before the last Sunday in this
month. God only can tell how deeply my Christian friends, aud the
dear people at Orange Street in particular, dwell upon my heart.
May they pray for me, as I also for them.
Remember me most
kindly and .respectfully to dear Mrs. HUSSEY, :'Ir. and :Mrs. 'IY.-I.RD,
of Westminster, and all others who condescend to enquire after
the meanest of my Lord's redeemed sinners. I have not room to
mention a quarter of the persons by name whom I love in the Lord;
but all our names are written on His breast. Adieu dear, dear sir.
I am, deeply and ever yours,
A. TOPLADY.

THE Father magnifies the law by levying satisfaction upon Christ,
and is well pleased with the righteousness Christ fulfilled, as thereby
His justice is satisfied, and He can now be just while He justifies
a sinner.-Bel'1'idge.
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AUGUSTUS TOPLADY.
FROM recent investigation it would appear that TOPLADY'S family
sprang from Nottinghamshire.
FRA~CIS TOPLADY was Mayor of
Nottingham in 1653, and again in 1660; WILLIAM in 1682.
COLO~EL (" Hon. Col." on RD. BATE'S slab at Chilham) FRAKCIS
TOPLADY acquired estates at Enniscorthy, co. 'Wexford, contiguous to
the property of. the first Earl of Portsmouth, who ever remained a finn
friend to FRANCIS (second son of Cor,. TOPLADY), "my uncle FRANCIS
'roPL_my," who held the lucrative appointment of Secretary to the
Salt Office, and died at Knightsbridge in 1792.
RICHARD, the third son of COLOKEL TOPLADY, and father to
AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE, married CATHERJ::\E, eldest daughter of Rev.
RICHARD BATE, A.M., Vicar of Chilham and Rector of vYarehorne,
co. Kent, by his wife ELIZABETH, dau. of Rev. MICHAEL STANHOPE,
Rector of Boughton ~Ialherbe, at St. PtlUl, Deptford, December 31st,
1737. The ceremony was performed by her elder brother the Rector,
JA)[ES BATE, A..~L It appears, however, from page 16 of the
preface to his Rationale of 01'igi1wl Sin, that he had a perfect
abhorrence of Hutchinsonianism. JULIUS BATE, A.M., Rector of Sutton
and of Clapham, co. Sussex and Dioc. Chichester, was the intimate
friend and strenuous supporter of Mr. HUTCHINSON'S views.
He,
together with ROllERT S:PEAR)IAK, edited this remarkable man's works
in 1748. The Gentleman's 111agazine records his decease, April 7th,
1771, thus: "The Rev. JGLIUS BATE, at Arundel, well known to
the learned world for his many excellent tracts in explanation of
the Hebrew Scriptures. His Evangelical principles of religion shone
with a steady lustre, not only in his writings but in his life.
Disinterested and disdaining the m2an arts of ambition, his preferment in the Church was always small. ..is a Christian and a friend,
humble and pious, tender, affectionate, and faithful; as a writer,
warm, strenuons and undaunted in asserting the truth. Few hath
he left his equal, none his superior." His Oritica Hebula was a
favourite book with Mr. RQ)L\.IKE, who presented a copy of it to
:YI:rs. VYORDSWQRTH (sister to J OSEPH TOW::\SE::\D, Rector of Pewsey,
Wilts), on her marriage in January, 1771, to Dr. HAWEIS, Rector of
Aldwinckle, All Saints.
CATHERlNE deceased at 'Westminster, 12th ~'fay, and was interred
in her father's grave in the middle aisle of Chilham Church, near
the chancel, 16th May, 1770; her son and his uncle FRANCIS followed
her to the graYe, and shortly afterwards her son administered to
her estate.
RICHARD TOPLADY' was a Lieut. in ~IOl'eton's Marines, and with
his brother-in-law, RICHARD BATE (a Lieut. in Douglas' Marines), died
at Carthagena in 1741.
" Uncle Jack" of the Diary succeeded his father in the Rectory of
'Yarehorne, but he resided in Bloomsbury. "Aunt Betsy" (ELIZABETH
BATE) was second daughter of Rev. RICHARD BATE, of· Chilham.
Both these children appear to have been hardly accountable for
their actions at times. The will of "uncle Jack" is a very curious
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production. "Uncle Charles" was the youngest brothel' in this
numerous family; he was educated at Westminstcr School and Christ
Church, Oxon, and died Vicar of Bridge Sollars, Hereford. The
preacher of the "miserable sermon" at St. Martin's was Dr. ZACHARY
PEARCE, Bishop of Bangor, 1748-1756; in the latter year he was
translated to Rochester, with the deanery of . . V estminster, in commendnm. By a strange irony on Mr. TopLADY'S criticism, this divine,
who was considered one of the first critical scholars of his age"
contributed a paper to the Spectator (No. 633), entitled "A Serious
Dissertation on the Eloquence of the Pulpit."
,
The interesting letter addressed to Mr. LUNELL, a banker of posi·,
tion in Dublin, was written by Mr. TopLADY on his retirement from
Farleigh Hungerford, in 1765. This will be clear from the internal
evidence in the letter, Mrs. TOPLADY'S death taking place in 1770.*'
The situation of Farleigh is most delightful. The remains of the
ancient castle contain a chapel and chaplain's house of great beauty,
and in a good state of preservation. The church lies to the south
of the castle, on gradually rising ground. It consists of a tower of
three stages, nave and chancel of the Decorated period. With the
exception of the oaken ribbed ceilings, a few bench ends and the walls,
nothing remains as in TOPLADY'S time,
Regarding the coat of arms in GOSPEL :JIAGAZIXE, 1777, I fear this
must have been compiled by the family, as no trace of registration
can be discovered. On a letter in the British :J!useum (Add. MSS.
19,683, f. 8±) is a seal-ToPLADY impaling BATE; but here the
crest is a demi-griffin holding a g:auntlet in mouth, whilc the BATE
arms are incorrectly given, the Vicar of Chilham bearing "a fess
{)harged with a mullet between three dexter-hands." This practice of
pri,ately making a coat of arms was often adopted in years gone
by, without an appreciation of the serious: consequences attendant
llpon it.
In the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, 1800, po. 393-397, is the first number
of a Diary of TOPLADY, relating his residence in Dublin, and his
visits to several places and counties in Ireland, particularly to
{)o.'vVexford, where his estate lay. It commences Sunday, July 27th,
1760, and proceeds to recount the incidents of the journey he took
with his mother to London, via Chester, with particulars of ....Yhitefield and other of his friends. Although at the foot it is "tated
" to be continued," I have been unable to trace it. Perhaps someone
may be more fortunate, and if so, will be good enough t() let it be

* We are indebted to Mr. MAITLAND for this information, the source of
which, he states, is the London Magazine for 1770, in which volume appears
an announcement of the death of Mrs. TOPLADY, on ~Iay 12th in that year.
The interment took place at Chilham, the registers of which church our
painstaking correspondent has examined. Mr. M.HTLAKD'S view on the subject of the date of the letter to' Mr. LUNELL, published in our" TOPL.oI.DY "
Number. is, no doubt, quite correct, and we accept it on the internal evidence
to which attention is directed. We may take the opportunity this footnote
affords to ask our readers to correct a misprint which occurred twice ou page
317 in last month's issue. The date of TOPLADY'S going to Broad Hembury
was 1768, not 1778.-EDI::'OR.
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kno\yn. Mr. TOPLADY frequently visited :Mr. ERAs)!Us MIDDLE~ON, at
BIackfriars.
Mrs. MIDDLETON thus writes of him: "Mr. TOPLADY
came to town a few days ago. He is to preach next Sabbath for
Mr. ROYAINE; he is the politest and the most agreeable, affectionate
man I ever saw-I believe, one of the greatest Christians. Mr.
ROMAINE says, 'The gre'1test Christian is he who is the humblest.'"
Towards the last, as he sat at supper, he would ask Mrs. MIDDLEToK
to ·peel sprats for him, as his digestion had become very weak; and,
in assisting others to apple-tart, would excuse taking more than a
fair share of the fruit on this ground. ~Iy great-grandfather
frequently met him there, and enjoyed much of his conversation .from
time to time.
My learned and valued friend, Mr. HEKRY GOUGH, of RedhilI, has,
through much patient research, cast a nluable ray of light on the
meaning of the name. He writes: '" Lade ' is defined as 'a passage
of water,' 'the mouth of a riyer' (Bayley Ellg. Diet., 11th Ed., 1745).
'Top' means 'upper.' Compare Toplis, co. Xottingham, Topcliffe,
co. York, and Topcroft, co. ~orfolk.
The final' y' giYes to the
word the nature of an adjective, compare stony, sandy. The name,
therefore, seems to be a local one, signifying 'of the upper
Lade.' It reminds one of 'the upper springs and the nether
springs' (Josh. xv. 1~; and JUdges i. 15)." In fine, AUGUSTUS
MONTAGUE TOPLADY was born at Farnham, co. SUlTey, November 4th,
and baptized there 29th November, 1740. Educated at Westminster
School: matriculated Trin. CoIL, Dublin, July 11th, 1755: RA.,
spring commencement, 1760: ordained at Wells, by Dr. WILLES, Bishop
of that See, Deacon, June bth. 1762; Priest, June 16th, 1764: licensed
to curacy of BIagdon, Somerset, on nomination of ';V)f. LUPToK, A.M.,
Rector, 7th June, 1762. Curate of Farleigh Hungerford, 17640-5 (one
year): Vicar of Harpford, cum Fen Ottery, Dioc. Emn., 6th :Jlay, 1766:
instituted to Vicarage of Broad Hembury, Deyon, April 6th,
1768. Deceased at Knightsbridge, 11th August, li78, ::et. suo 38.
The tower is all that remains of BIagdon Ohurch as known by
TOPLADY, the other portions of the Church having been rebuilt in
1822.
FHANCIS LucE (with whom Mr. TOPLillY exchanged livings) was son
of THOMAS LucE, of Whitleigh, co. Devon. He matriculated at
Exeter CoIL, Oxon, 2nd May, 17540, aged 17 : RA. 1758, and deceased
in 1810. VV. H. HAMILTON ROGERS, F.S.A., has, in his charming and
delightful book, Memorials of the West, Oxon, 1888, 8vo, given a
most engaging description of TOPL.illY and his location in Devon,
describing the romantic scenery with animation and spirit.
He
remarks, "Amid the galaxy of pOllts that bespangle the theological
firmament, TOPLADY must ever take rank as a star of the very first
magnitude, and in some respects the glitter of his genius is
altogether unapproachable."
J. T.MAITLAND.
I CANNOT myself convince others of sin) but the· Lord who hag
convinced me is able to convince them also.-C. B.
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AN UNPUBLISHED LETTER BY THE REV. GEORGE
WHITEFIELD.
THROUGH the kindness of the friend, residing at Bristol, who last month
enabled us to publish a letter written by TOPLADY, we now place before
our readers a copy of a hitherto unpublished letter from GEORGE
VVHITEFIELD, for whom TOPLADY entertained the warmest regard.
Writing of his faithful brother in Christ, after his decease, in 1770,
TOPLADY says :-" I deem myself happy in having an opportunity of
thus publicly avowing the inexpressible esteem in which I held this
wonderful man; and the affectionate veneration, which I must ever
retain, for the memory of one whose acquaintance and ministry were
attended with the most important spiritual benefit to me, and to
tens of thousands beside. It will not be too much, if I term him
the Apostle of the English Empire; in point of zeal for God, a long
course of indefatigable and incessant labours, unparalleled disinterestedness, and astonishingly extensive usefulness. He was a true and.
faithful son of the Church of England, and invincibly asserted her
doctrines to the last; and that not in a mere doctrinal way (though
he was a most excellent systematic divine), but with an unction of
power from God, unequalled in the present day. England has had
the honour of producing the greatest men in almost every walk of
useful knowledge. At the head of these are (1) ..iRCHBlSHOP BR-UlWARDIN, the prince of divines; (2) MILTO~, the prince of poets;
(3) Sir ISAAc NEWTOX, the prince of philosophers; and (4) WHIlEFIELD, the prince of preachers. BISHOP BE~SOY was the prelate who
had the distinguished honour of ordaining the greatest, the most
eloquent, and the most useful minister that has, perhaps, been
produced since the days of the Apostles. It appears, from a passage
in one of Mr. WHITEFIELD'S own letters, published since his decease,
that he was' the person whom the gracious Spirit and providence of
God raised up and sent forth to begin that great work of spiritual
revival in the Church of England, which has continued ever since,
and still continues, with increasing spread, to replenish and enrich
the Evangelical vineyard by Jaw established." This concise view of
VVHITEFIELD'S character, sketched by so discriminating a pen as that
of AUGUSTUS TOPL-UlY, adds weight, and imparts additional interest
to the following letter, which till now has not seen the light of
publicity. WHITEFIELD writes:"Cork, June 18th, 175l.
"VERY DEAR Sm,-I preached seven times at Limerick-I trust I
can say the Lord was with us of a truth. On Lord's Day many
thousands attended. To-day, about noon, I came here, and have
preached this evening upon Hammond's Marsh with all quietness,
and with much of the presence of our dear Lord. The Mayor and
Sheriff have absolutely forbid mobbing, and threatened BUTLER.
What cannot God do? Praise Him, 0 my soul. I have more good
news from England. I have thought to shorten my Irish circuit,
but fear it will not be practicable. The Lord Jesus direct my going
in His way! I expected a line to day in ans\ver to my Jast to Athlone.

-...

From a Ph,)tograpb by E. D.
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I hope you and Miss are well, and going on fast towards heaven.
Oh that Jesus may quicken my tardy pace. Dear, dear Sir, pray for
me. From the altar of my heart, I would have a continual sacrifice
of praise ascending to God. A line to my wife would be very
acceptable. I wish Mr. JENKINS knew that the Gospel was heard
gladly here; he and his would rejoice. I hope the building goes on
bravely. That the Lord Jesus may strengthen the hands and the
hearts of you and all concerned, is the earnest prayer of, very ciear
Sir,
Yours, &c., G. WHI'l'EFIELD."
At the bottom corner (right hand) a memorandum in another
hand-writing, appears, as follows :-" This letter of the Rev. G.
WHITEFIELD was addressed to my father, 'Y~I. LUNELL, who personally
knew Mr. WHITEFIELD. The 'Miss' mentioned in the second line was
my father's then only child; married A~i"1'HOXY GR~YSON."
THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. WILLIAM WOODWARD.
A FAITHFUL servant of Christ, an uncompromlslllg witness for
the full truth of the Gospel of God's grace, and a Protestant
Evangelical of the Reformation type, the Rev. WILLIAM WOODWARD,
whose ministerial career has been more or less under our sympathizing
observation for nearly thirty-five years, well deserves a place in our
portrait series of Ohristian worthies.
Our acquaintance with the Lord's servant began under the
roof of the saintly BISHOP ,VALDEGRAYE, Rose Oastle, Oarlisle, in
the year 1864, and has continued unbroken ever since, although we
nave met only occasionally. Ordained by the BISHOP of CARLISLE,
Mr. WOODW~RD'S first sphere of labonr was in the parish of Selside,
in the county of Westmoreland. Successi,ely he has held the
1lura.cies of Ola,erley, Salop; Ohrist Church, Stafford; St. Clement
Nechells, Birmingham; Fisherton - .1.nger, Salisbury; Wainfieet,
Lincolnshire; and St.' Stephen's, Tonbridge. In the early part of
1876 the late DUKE of BUCKIKGH~ ~KD C~l'<J)os presented him to
the Vicarage of Wotton Underwood, the parish church being
situated in his Grace's park. This charge he held for some ten years,
when he accepted the Vicara.ge of Dalehead, Clitheroe, Yorks. For
about eleven years he devotedly ministered the 'Word in the 'far
north, when, in 1897, owing to suffering health in his family, he
resigned that charge, and took up his residence at Ilfracombe. It is
now his delight to preach the Gospel of the grace of God wherever
a door of opportunity is providentially opened, and if these lines
should come under the notice of any brother in the ministry who
needs a locum tenens, or occasional help in the pulpit, Mr. 'WOODWARD'S
.able and zealous services may be thoroughly relied upon. His varied
gifts in setting forth the pure truth of God always secure him the
love, esteem, and confidence of the Lord's people. Several hymns
from his pen have met with acceptance, and like" a good soldier of
Jesus Ohrist," he has endured much hardness for the truth's sake.
THE EDITOR.
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~orrtsponb.en.c.e.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE AK\iY AND NAVY.

To the EditOl' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Through your kindness, I desire to record that the good:
hand of God still rests upon us and 'our labour in this corner of Hisvineyard. It is wonderful to notice how He keeps the Mission going,_
in spite of the death of many of our chief supporters, and alsO'
supplies my own daily domestic wants, seeing that I have no means or
any salary, and never take a penny of the Mission funds. Believing
that we cannot circulate too much of the truth of God in these days
of error, I would ask the kind co-operation of all to assist. us. We
are still engaged daily in sending forth large numbers of the GOSPEL
1L-I.GAZIXE and kindred magazines of truth to the Army and Navy, and
we have the assurance that the labour is not in vain in the Lord. We havemany appeals for reading, and the following letters will serve to show
how very acceptable it is to the workers amongst the soldiers and
sailors of our country.
FROl'<I LONDON.
Thank you very much for note of yesterday, and for the capital
parcel of good reading just received. Your supplies are always most
welcome and useful to us.
FROlI A SAILORS' MISSIONARY.
In thanking you for last parcel of books which you kindly sent, I
would ask if you could send another? I have been ~reatly encouraged
in the distribution. I am entirely out now, so that I cannot diatribute·
till the next parcel comea.
Thanking you for so kindly inserting the letters in the GOSPEL.
each month,
Yours sincerely,
St, MW'k's Road, Salisbury, April 3Td, 1899.
R. E. BRIDER,

~IAGAZINE

"DEPTHS OF THE SEA."-A bottomless ocean is a good emblem of
infinite mercy. ,Yhen God pardons, He has no reselTes or limitations,
no haIJ forgiveness, like the sons of men. He does it with His
whole 'heart and soul. He pardons freely, fully, and eternally, and
delighteth in doing it. Thus He discovers both the glory of His
grace and the value of Christ's atonement.-Berridge.
"To bring many sons unto glory" was the end for which the Son
of God took flesh and died. This was no common, no inferior object.
So vast and worthy did Jehovah deem it, that it pleased Him for the
attaining of it to "make the Captain of our salvation perfect through
suffering." It was an object worthy of the God "for whom are all
things, and by whom are all things." It was an object glorious
enough to render it "becoming" in Him to make Jesus pass through
suffering and death, and to justify the Father in not sparing His only
begotten Son.-D)'. H. Bonal'.
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iassing <!fhtnts.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE deposed king of uganda, MWASGA, and a neighbouring king,
R>l.BAREGA, of Unyoro, have been completely defeated by a body of
our troops under the command of· Lieutenant-Colonel EVATT, on the
east bank of the river Nile, and taken prisoners.. This, it is hoped,
will put an end to the mutiny which haE for some time distracted
Uganda, and will ensure the complete pacification of both Uganda
a.nd Unyoro. The railway between Mombaza and Uganda is now
completed for something over half its length, so that ere long an
immense tract of country in Eastern Africa will be marvellously
opened out. to our trade and influence.
PE->l.CE seems to be on the point of being established in the
Philippine Islands, the Filipinos finding that the Americans are very
different to the Spaniards, and that it is hopeless to continue to
contend against them.
There will now be a grand opportunity for
the United States to show the effect of a wise and just rule over the
people of those Islands. Hitherto Romanism, and priestcraft, and
superstition have held dominant sway over them; even the
Inquisition, in a modified form, has been practised amongst them;
and their land has been closed against all true messengers of the
Gospel. A few years ago, the London Missionary Society sent three
missionaries there, but soon after they had landed, and commenced
preaching the Gospel to the nati,es, they were put into prison. They
appealed to the British Consul, and the Consul to the Go,ernrnent
on their behalf; but as the laws of the country would not allow of
any st.range religion being preached within its boundaries, the three
missionaries were obliged to return home.
Now all this state of
things ought to be changed, alld we fervently hope that it will
be so.
BISHOP TUGWELL, of ,Vest Africa, has been threatened with legal
proceedings, and even arrested, at the instigation of the Chamber of
Commerce at Lagos, because he wrote a letter in the Times newspaper
protesting strongly against the· fearful evils wrought· by the drink
traffic on the ,Vest Coast of Africa. He stated that "the African
is not the only victim of this iniquitous system. Of the ·deaths
which occur amongst Europeans on the coast, probably 75 per
cent. are to be attributed to the habits of drinking at all hours of
the day and drunkenness, these habits being directly fostered and
encouraged by the cheap rate at w'hich spirits can be purchased."
The Chamber of Commerce at Lagos affirm that this statement is
slanderous, but it is remarkably confirmed by Dr. HARFORDBATTERSBY, who points out that the African Association ·have inse~ted
a clause in the agreement with the clerks who have gone out .to
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serve them in recent years, stipulating that they shall be total
abstainers. . This is a very significant fact. It will be hard if the
BISHOP has to suffer for his plainness of speech; but perhaps it
may lead to a fuller investigation of the subject, and to a mitigation
or extinction of a great evil. We are glad to notice that Mr.
CHAMBERLAIN, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, holds a very
decided opinion upon the right side of the subject. '~Then a
deputation waited upon him recently to urge that more stringent
enactments might be adopted in reference to it, he said :-" I hold,
as a matter of deep conviction, that the liquor traffic, and above all,
the increase of the liquor traffic in West Africa amongst the native
races, is not only discreditable to the British name, not only
derogatory to that true Imperialism, the sentiment which I desire to
inculcate in all my countrymen, but it is also disastrous to British
trade; and I am determined, according to my means and opportunities, to reduce the evils, the magnitude of which I am fully
sensible of."
l'he chief of the" May Meetings" have been held, and on the whole
they were well attended, and may afford much encouragement to
Christian workers, proving that their work is "not in vain in the
Lord." The British and Foreign Bible Society reported a yery large
increase in its issues. The total announced at last year's anniversary
was the highest ever attained by the Society, but this year has surpassed
it by 92,287 copies; the number of Bibles, Testaments, and Scripture
portions being 4,479,439, against 4,387,152 last year. For. every
two Bibles issued there are sent out three Testaments and six
Scripture portions, chiefly single Gospels or Psalters. Out of the
year's total issues, 1,352,952 copies have been in English and Welsha proportion of over 30 per cent. Of the English Penny Testament,
since its appearance in July, 1884, up to the end of March, 1899,
6,847,920 copies have been issued. The total issues by the Society
for the ninety-five years since its foundation in 1804, amount to
160,009,393 copies. This splendid result represents increased effort
and corresponding expenditure, especially in some of the foreign
fields. The payments for the year have been: For translating, revising,
printing, and binding Scriptures, £105,696 7s. {d.; for grants, home
.and foreign agencies, colportage, depots, and all other charges,
£119,039 17s. Id.; total payments, £224,736 4s. 5d. The receipts
for the year have been: New income, £131,755 4s. 9d.; receipts from
sales, ~88,21l Is. 7d.; total receipts, £219,966 6s. 4d. This shows a
deficiency for the year of £4,769 18s. Id. It is encouraging to report
an increase of £3,579 in the free contributions from auxiliaries at home
and abroad. These have risen some £500 in England, £400 in Wales,
and £2,670 in the Colonies. On account of appropriated special
funds the receipts have been £416 168. 2d., and the payments £538 3s.
THE Church Missionary Society's anni,ersary meetings were .less
numerously attended than usual, but this was to be expected after
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the extraordinary atteneh"mce at its Centenary meetings, computed to
number 1\0 less than 50,000; of this inunense number, 17,000 were
comprised in the two great meetings held at the Albert HalL The
Society announced receipts during the p<Lst financial year of £360,920,
but of this amount, £53,260 consisted of CentenarY contributions.
Its expenditure amounted to £345,236. During the year, the Society
received inquiries and offers with a view to missionary service from
596 persons, and it has had during the whole or part of the year,
173 persons (87 men and 86 women) under training as missiona,ries.
The Bishop of Worcester (Dr. PEROWNE) preached an admirable
sermon at St. Bride's Church on the Society's behalf, and the
numerous facts which were mentioned at the meetings by the various
speakers were very interesting and encouraging.

I

'THE Religious Tract Society held its Hundredth Annual Meeting
in Exeter Hall, under the happiest circumstances. The hall was
packed with an enthusiastic audience long before the proceedings
commenced. The Report contained an interesting comparison between
the work and circumstances of the Society, as recorded at its Jubilee
celebration fifty years ago, and its present work and circumstances.
The same feelings of thankfulness and encouragement were expressed
then, when the Committee of that day considered the progress made
during the first fifty years of the Society's existence. They reported
then that the Society's works had been published in 100 languages;
now the numher has risell to 230.
'fhen, that its annual circulation had riscll to 20,000,000; llOI\" it stands at 59,053,360. The
JuLilee Fund then raised amounted to £8,899 11s.7d.; the Centenary
Fund amounts to £'46,000, and the Committee fully hope that
it will soon be increased to the sum asked for, namely, £50,000.
The :JIissionary Funds, consisting of subscriptions, donations, contributions from auxiliaries, eollectionE, and interest, amounted in the
Jubilee year to £4,939 2s. 8el.; last year to £16,109 3s. 9d. The
grants of money,' paper, and publications in the Jubilee year
amounted to £6,432 Is. 7d.; last year to £27,786 lIs. Id. 'fhe
trade receipts for the Jubilee year amounted to £38,421 14s. lId.;
last year they were £109,141 Is. 2d.
It must be, however, borne
in mind that the whole cost of production and the whole expense
of the work and staff of the Society had to be met out of these
receipts. The Society has issued during the year 701 publications,
of which 328 were tracts. The total number of publications sent
out from the Society'S depot during the past year was 39,053,360.
The number of tracts and handbills put into circulation was
20,029,720. The issues from foreign depots and societies connecten
more or less directly with the Society, and assisted by its grants,
might be safely estimated at 20,000,000, making a total circulation
of 59,053,360 for the year, and of 3,333,154,830 since the
commencement of the work-a truly noble aggregate! The Report
concludes by repeating the words with which the Report of the
Jubilee year concluded fifty years ago: "What the future trials or
2H
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triumphs of the Soeiety may he is nn known to its present supporters,
'Let, 'however, Evangelical truth continne to enrich and adorn the
Society's publications. Let its friends advance in humble dependence
on the Holy Spirit of God,"
Some very strong protests have been made against the issuing, by
two of the leading metropolitan newspapers, of special Sungay
editions, and rightly so, for it is an nnwarrantable infringement upon
the Sabbath Day's rest. ",Ve are surprised to see the nonsense which
has been advanced by the proprietors of those leading newspapers in
excuse for their proceedings, stating that they have been driven to
act as they have done by "the necessities of competition," and that
the issue of the Sunday editions does not impose any more work
upon their employes, or interfere at all with their Sabbath Day's rest.
The newsagents tell a very different story, and they are crying out
loudly against the innovation. They are also signing a petition
asking the proprietors of the offending newspapers, the Daily Telegmph
and the Daily Mail, to reconsider their course, because they consider
that it will eventually involve the whole news trade of the country,
and that it must give much extra labour to many thousands of
persons who are connected with it.
One would haye thought that
the pressing exigencies under which the daily journalism of modern
times is generally conducted, involying a tremendous strain upon the
minds and bodies of those 'I~ho are engaged in it, and often mnch
depressing and weary night-work, would have rendered all those
connected with it only too thankful to hold closely to one day's
complete rest in seven. But there is reason to fear that this movement is a part of the widespread efforts which are now being made
to secularize as far as possible the Lord's Day, combined with an
unreasonable wish of a few already wealthy individuals to ll1crease
their wealth in this way, although they must be aware that, in
attempting thus to gratify that wish, they are inflicting a grievous
wrong upon many hard-working people. The only way to counteract
this undesirable movement is for all persons who value the Sabbath
Day to steadily refuse to take in-and especially to l·~rrain .from
advertising in-any newspaper which offends in this respect. A London
newsagent states that, as the result of such action in his locality, his
orders for the two offending newspapers ha,e been reduced by over
1,800 copies a week. If this plan were uniyersally adopted, the evil
might be speedily checked. [Since' the foregoing was i\Titten, the
Daily Mail and Dail!} Telf.gmph have discontinued their Sunday issues.]

THE ARCHBISHOPS of CAXl'ERBURY and YORK ha\'e openel a new
court at Lambeth to hear cases which may be brought before them
respecting Ritualism. We do not anticipate that any good 'I'ill reslllt
from it. If a number of godly and wise laylnen had power to hold
such a court, and had full authority to deal with the extravagances
of Ritualism and its breaches of the law, perhaps there might be
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some hope of a satisfactory result; but when the Archbishops and
Bishops have shown such strong predilections towards Ritualism
themselves, and have so repeatedly encouraged it by their words and
their actions, there can be little hope that the decisions of their
court will have any satisfactory result, although they must know
that the country is feeling very strongly upon the subject, and that
a resolution has just been passed in the House of Commons, by the
large majority of 154 votes, stating that, "If the efforts now being
made by the Archbishops and Bishops to secure the due obedience'
of the clergy are not speedily effectual, further legislation will be
required to maintain the observance of the existing laws or
Church and realm." This surely ought to be a significant warning
to them.
DR. BARNARDO is in great need of help for the maintenance of
his extensive and noble work. He recently wrote :-" For many weeks
I have been well-nigh penniless, and the receipts of each day have
only in small part supplied the needs of my children! It is a sad
fact, realized perhaps by very few, that often I am reduced to the
utmost straits in order to supply my great family of waifs merely with
food. True, such seasons of a=iety do not utterly· discourage me,
because I have had wonderful experiences during the past thirty-three
:vears of God's goodness in supplying the wants of this work through
His servants, which forbids despair ! Nevertheless, at the moinent
of writing the pressure is so serious, and the burden so heavy, that
I cannot refrain from acqu,tinting my colleagues everywhere with
the present state of affairs. To·day om coffers are absolutely empty,
while the bank account is seriously overdra II"n. Grateful indecd
shall I be to God and to His servants for any help vouchsafed to
mcet the urgent present need of food, and clothing, and education,
and Christian instruction for the great family always under my carc ! "

D. A. D.
VISlrrs TO AND FRmr JESUS.
PRECIOUS Lord Jesus! I am come to Thee in my present visit, as

..::

empty and as poor as ever. "Y[y first act of faith, and my last act of
hope are, and will be to the close of my life, just. the same. Yea,
Lord, 1 am only learning more and more my llothingnells..' Indeed,
indeed, thou dear Lord, I delight so to do; for by it I discover more
and more Thy fulness, suitableness, and all-sufficiency. Truly, Lord,
it is blessed to come to Thee; blessed to visit Thee; blessed to
receive of Thee, and blessed to live upon Thee. And I can. truly say,
that Jesus is the Alpha and Omega of all my thoughts, affections,
and desires.-Hawke1·.
·THE law of t~od is uot to be taken as limited to the ten commandments. The whole 'Word of God hath the nature and force of a
Divine litw.--BuWrl'.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THI<1 ninety-second Annual Meeting of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society was held on Monday, May 1st, at the Mansion House, when
the Egyptian RaIl was filled to its utmost capacity. Mr. Alderman
and Sheriff ALLISTO~ presided, supported by the Right Ron. EVELYN
ASHLEY, Archdeacon MADDEN, the Revs. J. H. RALLETT, J. P. WILES,
J. BUSH, E. ASHDowN, and J. K. POPHAi\r; Messrs. IV. J. PARKS,
G. CREASEY, G. DOUDNEY, A. BouLDEN, J. TowNsEND, J. P. J. MAR'J'IN,
J. P. A. HAYLES, IV. BmrsTEAD, T. W. NUNN, J. RODGES, S. SHARP,
G. F. GRAY, G. SAVAGE, and J. E. RAZEW'ON (Secretary). The Meeting
opened with the reading of Psalm xxiii., by the Rev. J. BUSH, who
afterwards led in prayer.
The Secretary then read a brief abstract of the Annual Heport,
which stated that the sole aim of the Society is the welfare of the
Lord's aged poor by means of life pensions of five, seven, and ten
guirieas per annum, given through the personal visits of Christian
friends; a second branch of the "'ork consists in the maintenance
of four Homes for those of the pensioners to whom such dwellings
are a benefit; and in each sphere of its operations it is desired that
the perfume of the love of Christ may permeate every gift with its
sweet savour. Fifty years ago the Society had but 342 pensioners
and one Rome, the pension expenditure amounting to £1,692;
this year the recipients number 1,524, there are four Homes, and
the annual outlay in pel~sions is upwards of £10,600. Since the
Society was started pensions have been granted to 6,800 aged ones,
and upwards of £285,000 have been distributed amongst them.
The main branch of income is constituted by annual subscriptions,
and those for the year under review exhibit a total of £4,291,
being £181 in excess of the preceding year. The Auxiliaries are
twenty-one in number, and have produced the sum of £1,594.
The number of collections after sermons continues to increase. 'l'hc
total this year is £445, being the largest yet recorded. The maintenance of the RomeR costs about £2,000 per annum, therefore the
total daily expenditure which has to be met is £36.
Mr. Alderman and Sheriff ALLISTON expressed his great regret that
the LORD MAYOR, who was suffering from a slight indisposition, was
unable to be present, but in his Lordship's name he extended a
warm welcome to the friends of the Society, and hoped that the
Meeting would be blessed. The Mansion House was the centre of all
charities, and he did not think that they could find themselves in
a better habitation. His only fear was that the Society might suffer
by the LORD MAYOR'S absence. Still he hoped that by heart, voice,
and purse they would make the Meeting a great success. The
number of their pensioners, 1,524, impressed him-it was a small
army. The operations of the Society were very extended, and it was
right that charity should be far reaching. The pensions which the
Society gave made all the difference between penury and comfort to
hundreds of God's aged people.
He hoped that in years to (:ome,
old-age pcu"ions would be universal aud workhuu"es abolished, but
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these measures would not affect the work of this Institution.. It
might seem that the Society's gifts were small, but by their means
many homes were kept together, and many a little circle permeated
by the fragrance of a Christian life. He hoped that all present
would support the Society, not only by their own means, but by recom·
mending it to others. Charity had but 011e meaning-to help the
helpless-and in the name of the LORD MAYOR and Corporation of
London, he wished the Society succcss.
The. Right Hon. EVELYN ASHLEY was greeted cordially on rising
to move the following Resolution :-" That this Meeting devoutly
thanks the God and Father of all our mercies for His rich blessing
which has rested upon the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society during
the past year; that the ninety-second Annual Report now submitted
be adopted, printed, and circulated; and that the following gentlemen be the Committee for the ensuing year, with power to add to
their number." The names of the Committee were read. Mr.
ASHLEY reminded his hearers that his honoured father-the seventh EARL
of SHAFTESBURY-WaS for a long time intimately connected with the
Society. It was only recently that he himself had become acquainted
with it, but he found it to be one of the most valued societies ill
the Metropolis. A number of good, kind-hearted Christian people
meet together and put their hands in their pockets - and in other
people's too, he was glad to say-to help the aged poor. And there
were Christian sympathy and personal relations brought into play in
administering the money. There was a permanent Committee sitting,
and every case deserved the assistance that it got. They were doing
a great work, and those present could, if they liked, increase the
income of the Society by going to Christian men and saying that
they wanted money, so that they might let many aged disciples die
in the position to which they were born, and in which they lived
for many years. He hoped that the income of £13,000 \I'ould next
year be £26,000. The four Homes of the Society were places of
quiet refuge for battered ships which had been in the storm in the
last part of their voyage. The Society, with great wisdom, adapted
itself to the two phases of work among aged Christians-pensions
to all upon the books, and homes for such pensioners as need them.
The Ven. ARCHDEACON MADDEN, of Liverpool, in seconding the
Resolution, remarked that he was not an aged pilgrim, although he
was a venerable one, and probably the Committee, who knew nothing
of his youth and vigour, expected an aged man to appear. But,
although he was not as aged as he was venerable, he had much
sympathy with the Lord's aged poor, his brethren and sisters in
"the one family." Referring to the Chairman's speech, he said that
if the Curate was so eloquent what must the Vicar be 1 He knew
Lord Mayor8, but he wanted to keep out of the hands of the Sheriffs.
Like the last speaker, he had only recently taken an interest in the
Society.
'Vhen he was invited to speak he wrote to the Secretary
asking him for some literature concerning the Society, and he sent
him piles. He had not had time to read it all, so he brought it to
London. 'l'hen he read it, for London is the loneliest place in the
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world.. In Liverpool everyone knew him, but in London no one did.
He walked all along the Strand and Fleet Street the other day, and
did not meet a soul that he knew. Continuing, the Archdeacon said.
that Societies came and Societies went-novel Societies, noisy Societies
~but the Society that is founded and crowned with prayer will go
on. Let them pray to God, take courage, and praise Him from whom
all blessings flow. The keynote of the resolution was one of thanksgiving: "0 Lord, in Thee have I trusted," and may the Society well
say, "Vve shall never be confounded." The Society was a unique
one among the many Societies in existence. It connected the aged
and the poor with one very significant word, Christian-the aged
Christian poor, and for that he was glad, because whilst God was
the Creator of all men, He stood in a special relationship to "the
household of faith," and as the Father of that family of which the
Lord Jesus is the Head and Representative. He committed the
care of His poor and aged ones to His people who were favoured
with a larger measure of temporal prosperity. The Society brought
to many a darkened home a gleam of light and love, a messenger of
God bidding them take comfort and take heart. At a school he
asked a small boy to repeat the twenty-third Psalm. He commenced,
" The Lord is my Shepherd, I shan't want never no more." He (the
speaker) thought that a beautiful commentary, much better than
some commentaries on the Bible.
In conclusion, the Archdeacon
urged the claims of the Society, declaring that it was pulling up the
blind in many a saddened home and letting in slillshine.
The Rev. J. H. HALLE'I'l', of Brighton, supporting the Resolution,
said that he had known the Institution and spoken on its behalf for
many years. The doctrinal basis of the Society was sound-a great
thing in these days. The Society was not sectarian, but it believed
in going about and doing its work by methods which had the sanction
of Holy Scripture. It sought to divest itself of all red-tapeism and
officialism, and the charity was administered by godly people, who
gave godly consolation and let the recipients know that they too were
Christian pilgrims
The Resolution was put to the Meeting and carried unanimously.
The Rev. J. P. WILES, of Cambridge, then moved the second Resolution, which was as follows :-" That this Meeting would urge the
claims of the Institution upon all who desire the welfare of the Lord's
aged poor, the extent of its work, its Scriptural basis, and undcnominational character constituting powerful pleas for additional support.
Mr. WILES, referring to the Scriptural basis of the Society's work,
remarked that it had been said that all seek their doctrine in the
Book, and that each found the doctrine for which he looked; but
that was not so. Continuing, he said that the Society's work had
been ably and efficiently placed before them.
This was an age
when the words doctrine and dogma had an unpopular ring about
them. vVe wanted definite doctrine and ancient creeds. He considered it ~t great honour to be allowed to bring the Resolution
before the ~leetillg.
.Jlr. W. H. UULLIKGl:UDGE, ill sewillliug the Hesulutioll, said that
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for more than fifty yeurs he had been ncquftinted il,ith the work of
the Society. It was commenced b:y godly men for the benefit of
their brothers and sisters, and for nearly a century there had been
no lack of good men to mrry un the work. They did it in the good
old way, telling the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth. He hoped that the Society was still in the infftncy of its
work.
The Resolution was put to the Meeting and carried unanimously.
Mr. T. ~W. Nmm then proposed, and Mr. J. HODGES seconded, ~a
slight alteration in a financial clause of one of the rules, which was
agreed to withoutcomment.
Mr. W. J. PARKS moved a vote of thanks to the LORD MAYOR for
permitting the Meeting to be held at the Mansion House, and to
Mr. Alderman and Sheriff ALLISTO~ for presiding oyer it. He also
expressed the regret of those present that the LORD 11AYOR was unwell.
The SHERIFF thanked the :JIeeting on behalf of the LORD :MAYOR
for the Yote. He expressed the pleasure that it had given him to
preside over the :JIeeting, and \"ished the Society still greater
success. The Corporation, he declared, was true to-day, as it had
ever been, to the sacred cause of charity, and it would remain true
to it.
The Meeti~g Closed with the Benediction.

~thhtns n:nb
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Under the Seanhlight. By _\G:\ES \YESTOX.
A BEAUTIFULLY-ILUiSTRATED and nicely-got up account of Miss
"VESTOX'S noble work amongst our sailors. In it we are reminded
that" Jack ashore in the ~old days used to be yery different from
Jack ashore in these days; he would eat fiye-pound notes between
his bread-and-butter; he would hire all the cabs in the town, get
upon the top of the leading one, with a few chosen friends, a fiddler,
and a jar of rum, visit all the public-houses, and drink at each,
until at last, when the strange procession came back, the horses
would be the only sober people, and Jack, having tossed away a heap
of gold, was satisfied. At the present day, the scene is changed.
A battle-ship is paid off, and a large sum of money passes into the
men's hands, ~ arrangements are made with wise provision and
foresight, and in a few hours, by the help of the iron horse, these
700 men are scattered all over the conntry, to their various homes."
This happy change is largely owing to Miss WESTON'S admirablymanaged ., Sailors' Rests," where the men find a temporary home,
every convenience and comfort, and ~where they can even purchase
their rail way tickets, ere they separate on their homeward journey.
Miss WESTOK is now celebrating the "Silver \Vedding," or twentyfifth year of her unremitting toil for sailors, and she is very anxious
to mark it by partly rebuilding, and also extending her ., Sailors'
Rest" at Devonport, which greatly needs rebuilding and extending.
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The Secret History of the O.c{ord M01'ement.

By \V AL1'F.TI \Y A T.8I-T.
London: Swan Sonnenschein and Co.

rfHTS remarkable work is j list eutering upon a sixth edition, making the
number of copies issued of it up to forty-two thousand. We hope
that it may be still further circulated, and that fresh editions will be
called for, and we should like to see it published in a very cheap form,
so "that it may be brought within the reach of many more thousands
of readers. It is a most startling expose of the Ritualistic Conspiracy, and it shows by distinct quotations from their own writings,
the extraordinary, mean, underhand, and Jesuitical manner in which
the promoters of this mo,ement have acted from the yery beginning
of it.

Possibilities.

By JAMES G. MCCLURE.

London: Marshall Brothers.

POSSIBILITIES !-How much serious thought the very mention of them
may awaken! The origin of this book is stated to have been this:
A little company of people were talking together on a summer's
evening, when one said, "Oh that we could find our possibilities! "
The words aroused the author, and writing first upon" Finding our
Possibilities," thoughts came crowding into his mind until the ten
chapters which compose this book, and which include the consideration
of "Developing our Possibilities," "Protecting our Possibilities,"
"Redeeming our Time," "Living a New and Blessed Life," &c., were
written.

A Record of God's Skilful Guiding. By E. M. EWING. Price One
Shilling net.
London: Operative Jewish Converts' Institution,
Palestine House, Bodney Road, Hackney Downs, N.E.
THIS is a deeply interesting narratiYe of the "'onderflll way in which
the God of all grace led a soul out of the bondage of modern
J udaism into the glorious liberty of the Gospel of Christ. The story
is well calculated to encourage seeking hearts, while it puts the crown
On the head of Him who alone is worthy.

A Dead l"ran's Diary. By COULSON KERXAHAX, Author of God and
the Ant, g·c. London: Ward, Lock and Co.
AN imaginary ,isit to the unseen world, Hades and Hell. We do
not like such books as this, although there are some striking thoughts
expressed in it. The same remarks may apply to another work which
has been sent to us by the same author, entitled, Gud and the Ant,
a dream of the last Great Day.
Transition, Ministe1'ing Spirits, and Other Poems. By FREDERICK
MARSHALL. London: Simpkin, Marsh11.11, Hamilton, Kent and Co.,
Limited.
WITHOUT endorsing the gifted author's views on some speculative
}Joints, we can say of his volume of verse that it possesses botl, v
literary merit, a high spiritual value, and deserves a favoumble reception
from the Christian public.

