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'Vbe com(orteth us in all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are cOlnforted of GOd:"-2 COR. i. 4.

"HIS SOVEREIGN WILL."
" Thy 'Way is if/, the sea, and Thy path in the great waters, and Thy
footsteps are not known."-PsALM lxxvii. 19.
ONE of the most interesting incidents connected with the celebration of the memory of the Christian poet, WILLIAM COWPER, at Olney
last month, was the singing of his immortal hymn"God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform "by several hundreds of children, who gathered before the door of
the house, in the Market Place, where, in the times of his attached
friend, the Rev. JOHN NEWTON, he resided.
A sing'uIar and pathetic interest attaches to this hymn, inasmuch
as his biographer, Mr. THOOIAS WRIGHT, tells us in his delightful
book, The Town ~f OOWplYl', it was "the last written by COWPER,
perhaps the finest of all, and is said to have been composed after
the frustration of a plan to destroy himself" when under one of those
dark clouds of mental depression which occasionally settled upon
him. Of course, it is largely a matter of personal opinion as to which
of COWPER'S sacred compositions is the best.
The late EARL of
SELBoRNE~no ordinary authority on questions affecting hymnologyhas recorde.d his opinion in his valuable work-Hymns: Thei1'
History and Development, that probably COWPER'S best contribution t9
the precious Olney collection isH

Hark, my soul, it is the Lord;
'Tis thy Saviour, hear His word;
Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee:
, Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou Me? ' "

The ex-LORD CHANCELLOR of ENGLAND further observes: "COWPER'S
hymns in this book are, almost without exception, worthy of his name.
Among them are 'There is a fountain filled with blood,' 'Far from
the world, 0 Lord, I flee,' 'God moves in a mysterious way,' and
'Sometimes a light surprises.''' As has been already remarked.•
opinions necessarily differ in forming an estimate of the literary and
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spiritual merits of hymns, whoever the author may be.
Individual experience of things Divine, and the providential paths by
which the soul has been particularly led, will always affect the judgment of GOD'S people in deciding on the respective claims of the sweet
songs which gifted men and women have written for Zion's pilgrims
to sing on their way to the celestial city. Speaking, then, for ourselves only, COWPER'S latest sacred composition,
.. God moves in a mysterious way,"
takes, if not the first, at any rate, a decidedl.r high place among his
choice offerings to the Olueycollection. The' late Mr. JOHN GADSBY,
in his Mernoin of the Principal Hymn-W1'iters and Compile'l's of the
xvii., xviii., (md xi,,;. Oenturies, makes the following remarks on this
hymn, and the occasion of its being written. "It is," he says, "perhaps,
one of COWPER'S best.
Some say it was 'Hitten while taking a
solitary walk in a field, feeling depression upon him; and others say it
was written one night when he had ordered a man to drive him to
a certain place that he might drown himself; but as the man could
not find the spot, though he had always been well acquainted
with it, COWPER saw the LORD'S hand in it, and the snare was
broken. I believe the former to be the true version." Whatever,
then, the exact circumstances were under which GOD'S sorely tried
servant penned those priceless stanzas, there seems little doubt that
they were the fruit of the wine·press, "the peaceable fruit of
righteousness" following on a season of grie,ous chastisement
(Hebrews xii. 11). In like manner has the Chnrch of GOD inherited the inestimable legacy of the Psalms of DA. YID. The
deeply experimental compositions of that inspired singer come
to us "out of the depths," while some 'were written at times
when his distress was such that his "soul refused to be COlllforted." How true it is that if the spices are to emit their fragrance
and refresh the spirits of those who are ready to faint, they must be
bruised and ground small in the mortar. Who but a persecuted
teacher, like RICHARD SIBBES, could have penned such a
profoundly experimental piece as The Bruised Reed? It was
necessary, if the Apostle PAUL were to comfort others, that he
himself should personally drink of the cup of affliction, so as to
appreciate the consolations of CHRIST'S Gospel. "Who comforteth
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them
which are in any trouble, by the comfort "Wherewith we ourselves
are comforted of GOD.
For, as the sufferings of CHRIS'!.' abound in
us, so our consolation also aboundeth by CHRIST.
And whether
we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation,
which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings
which we also suffer; or whether we be
comforted,. it
is for your consolation and salvation" (2 Cor. i. 4-7). None
of the inspired writers of the New Testament Epistles deals
more at length and more tenderly with Satan· tempted souls than
Satan-sifted PETER in his two Epistles. "When thou art oonverted"
(that is, recovered by grace from his fall), "strengthen thy brethren,"
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was the LORD'S command to His weak disciple. And certainly PETER
fulfilled that compassionate commission in the singularly encouraging
language of his first and second Letters. Thus still the GREAT HEAD
of the Church trains His chosen instruments for service and testimony.
WILLIA~I COWPER affords us an eminent example of this fact.
The providence was indeed an inscrutable one which appointed
so highly gifted a genius to suffer as he did in the sphere of
mind, in the domain of his greatest usefulness.
Truly, GOD'S
way is "in the sea, and His path in the great waters, and His
footsteps are not known." It was as a skilfully trained student in
this Divine truth that COWPER was qualified to pen the hymn which
has ministered unspeakable consolation to the family of GOD in their
various perplexities, fears, anxieties, sorrows, and conflicts.
"God mOve3 in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform ;
He plants His footsteps in the
sea
And rides upon the storm.
"Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill,
He treasures up His bright
designs,
And works His sovereign will.
"Ye fearful saints, fresh com'age
take,
The cloud';! ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall
break
In blessings on your head.
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"Judge DO~ the Lord by feeble
sense,
But trust Him for
His
grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.
"His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bit.ter
taste,
But sweet
will
be the
flower.
"Blind unbelief is SlU'e to err,
And scan His work in vain:
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

This precious hymn played an important part in one of the most
remarkable incidents "hich ever occurred during the thirty-seven Jears'
ministry of the writer of the present article. Although the narrative
must necessarily occupy considerable space, it may well be recorded
in these pages in connection with an article on the SOVEREIGN
WILL of JEHOVAH.
The particulars were committed to writing at
the time and appeared in the Old Hill Chul'ch Magazine, in
1877, under the title - "The Story of a Birmingham Thief
at Old Hill Church; or, the Power of God's Word Illustrated."
It is reproduced in prayerful hope that it may encourage fellow-labourers in the ministry of the glorious Gospel of
the grace of GOD to be "instant in season and out of season," and
to preach the Word in confidence that the H,)ly Spirit, in His
sovereignty, will "give the increase."
It is hoped the narrative will not weary the reader. The usual
prayer-meeting, in anticipation of the following LORD'S Day had been
held, and the Divine blessing on the Word to be then proclaimed
had been sought. It is not always the case that believing prayer
is answered at once and openly. The Inspirer of all real prayer
is sovereign in His methods and time of answering His people

2 D 2

364

The Gospel Magazine.

who call upon Him'. Yet it is certain that not one breath of
believing prayer was ever lost. It is true that the Divine purposes
are not ordered or altered by our prayers. It is, however, also
true that the LORD puts into His people's' minds desires after those
very things which He secretly intends to bestow. The story of the
Birmingham Thief remarkably illustrates this fact .
. While the prayer-meeting was being held by the Pastor and his
ftOCk,GOD was dealing mysteriously with the heart of a young
man many miles aWay, whose feet He had ordered to tread the
cOurts of Old Hill Church on the following Sabbath, and to whom He
willed to speak thi'ough the preached Word. A backsliding heart
Was to be humbled and restored. An extensive robhery had been
recently committed at Birmingham in the establishment of a wellknown '\"atch-maker alld jeweller. Amongst the staff employed on
the premises was a young man, who had for three years preceding
borne an excellent character. Indeed, he was a professing Christian,
a Communicant, a Sabbath-School teacher, and a Member of the
Young Men's Christian Association. For some time property had
been missed by the manager of the firm, but suspicion had not
fallell on this youth. However, he suddenly dis!lppeared. A sovereign
which had been placed in a box in the work-room was stolen, and
other property also. The police were communicated with, and
steps taken to prevent escape from the country. No doubt seemed
now to exist that the youth in question had been robbing his
employers, and diligent examination of the stock-in-trade was made
in order to discover the amount of the loss, and with a view to
tracing the lost property. The following Lord's Day found the
fugitive young man at Old HilL Having suddenly left Birmingham,
taking with him a watch and the sovereign alluded to, he had set
off by rail into Gloucestershire, where a relative lived whom he
much revered, To this aged Christian person he confided the fact
of his guilt. This done, he started off to a place in Shropshire,
hoping to elude the police authorities who, he believed, would soon
be on his track. For two or three days he was successful in his
plans to defeat the ends of justice. As the close of the week
approached it was laid forcibly on his mind to write to a young
person in Birmingham to whom he was deeply attached, and who, he
feared, would be heart-broken on hearing of his crime. He dreaded,
however, lest his hiding-place should be discovered if a letter were
traced. The post-mark might afford the police a clue. He then
decided to disguise himself, walk in to Birmingham, steal an interview, and creep out again! It was a perilous undertaking.
He
acted upon the impression, and set out on his walk of twenty-four
miles. Strange to say, he passed through the streets of Birmingham
in open day, obtained the desired interview, and left the city
entirely unobserved.
Thus brought back, by an unaccountable
impulse, to the scene of' his guilt, it became a question of the
first moment what step must be taken next. Whither should he
proceed? Where could he hide himself? It was Saturday afternoon.
He thought carefully and anxiously for a while, when it was
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powerfully laid upon his mind that he should go to Old Hill-about
seven miles distant from Birmingham. He parted with his friend
without disclosing his movements. On the evening of that Saturday
the unhappy fugitive from justice reached Old Hill, and sought a
bed in Bank Street.
The Lord's DdY dawned. The summons to attend GOD'S worship
sounded forth from the sweet-tdned bells of the parish church-not
far distant from the young man's hiding-place. As usual, hundreds
of Sabbath scholars, attended by their teachers, wended their way
through the village and took their places with the assembled
congregation. In the midst of that congregation was a young mana stranger. But in the very large assemblage he was not observed.
Some mighty operation of the Divine purpose had led that youth
to come to that place of worship on that particular day, and to
hear the Word of the LORD in the power and demonstration of the
SPIRIT. 'I'he petitions offered up at tho previously-held prayermeeting were to be answered. The preacher, of course, was wholly
ignorant of the presence of the stranger and his flight from justice.
Let the reader note well the remarkable facts. The text announced
by the Vicar from the pulpit was taken from the first Lesson
appointed for the morning's service, "And the angel of the LORD
appeared unto him [Moses] in a flame of fire, out of a bush, and
he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was
not consumed" (Exod. iii. 2). The preacher, having opened out the
lessons of consolation contained in his text, sketched with some
particularity the peculiar circumstances which had led to MOSES'
being found alone in the wilderness. He remarked at length upon
the early history of MOSES, his residence in PHARAOH'S pahwe for
forty year~, and his being moved by the sufferings of his brethren
in Egypt. He sought to right the wrongs which the Jaws were
enduring. "He went out from the king's palace and, by faith,
preferred to share the troubles of his own people rather than enj0Y
the luxuries of the Court, even though he sacrificed the possibility
of one day sitting upon the throne of Egypt. Bnt, like all GOD'S
people, ~OSES was frail, and liable to err. 'When, therefore, he one
day found an Egyptian striking one of his Jewish brethren, the
sinful blood of his fallen nature was roused, and the fearful
thought was by Satan put into the mind of GOD'S servant that he
would murder that Egyptian man. "And he looked this way and
that way"-ah ! guilty conscience !-" and when he saw there was
no man "-he forgot the all-seeing eye of God 1-" he slew the
Egyptian, and hid him in the sand." Then, what followed ~ Could
GOD use such an instrument for the holy work of delivering His
enslaved people~ Would He, could He, justify this fearful act of
blood ~ Was that backsliding servant of the LORD in a right frame
to enter upon the Divine Service, at that time? But, did the
LORD cast off that unworthy follower of His ~ The answer to
these questions is to be found in the dealings of the LORD with
MOSES during the next forty years. Pharaoh heard of the murder.
MOSES fled. But the GOD of mercy and forgiveness led him.
Yes.
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MOSES was led by the LORD into the desert. Then, for forty years
the man of learning and wisdom, he who had lived a life of luxury
in kings' houses, had day by day to fulfil the duties of a
shepherd, far from the society of man, and with the guilt of
mnrder on his conscience! Yet, that GOD who" giveth no account
of His matters," was working out His own all-wise purposes. He
was humbling and preparing His chosen servant for the great work
of leading Israel as a flock and feeding the covenant people like a
shepherd. No; GOD never did yet cast off anyone of His people
whom He foreknew in love in CHRIST. Thus it was that at the end of
forty years' hard discipline-for while GOD surely forgiYes the guilt
of His penitent people's sin for CHRIST'S sake, yet He often severely
chastises His pardoned ones in tMs life-a marvellous token of
the unchanged grace and purpose of the LORD was granted to
the backsliding :MOSES. Then was fulfilled that blessed word-" I
will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, for Mine anger
is turned away from him" (Hosea xiv. 4). When, at the end of
his long term of chastisement, MOSES had reached the "back side of
the desert," the Covenant GOD of Israel appeared unto him, in the
fullest exhibition vf love and faithfulness!
FATHER, SON, and
HOLY GHos'l'-the TRIUNE JEHOvAH-spake out of the burning bush
words, saying, "I will send thee to Pharaoh, that th01t mayest
bring forth My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt."
MOSES had now learned the painful lesson of his own unworthiness
and weakness for so great and holy a ,,·ork. Aforetime he had
been ready to shed blood for his brethren. :Xow he shrinks from
the sacred mission. MOSES said, "Who am I?" But, JEHOVAH
would use him, and so gave him a sufficient promise. "I AM hath
sent thee!" Thus, then, let the poor backsliding ones present at
church that day be comforted and encouraged. Let snch see how
the LORD deals with them. He did not cut off.
He pardoned
the guilt, but He chastised afterwards, nevertheless.
And it is
while the pardoned sinner is under such painful discipline that
he learns his most lasting lessons. Such was the testimony borne
to the grace of GOD at Old Hill church on that eventful morning.
There was one present, unknown to the preacher, to whom the words
were persor~al, pointed, piercing. The HOLY GHOST was making the
KING'S arrows sharp in that poor sinner's heart.
The congregation assembled on the evening of that Lord'R Day
was very numerous, and power attended the preached 'Word of
truth. The keynote of worship was sounded when the Vicar gave
out COWPER'S deeply experimental hymn"God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform ;
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
.And rides upon the storm.
"Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill;
He treasures up His bright designs,
.And works His sovereign will."
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Only those who in 1877 attended the services at Old Hill Church
know the overwhelming effect of the simple, grand, old-fashioned melodies sung "there by upwards of a thousand voicelil to the compositions of
TOPLADY, COWPER, NEWTON, IRONS, and other sound sacred poets.
So impressive did the strain of heavenly song sometimes prove, that
strangers have felt constrained to tears, and strong men have been
bowed down under the influence.
Amongst the assembled crowd on that Sabbath' evening the poor
backslider from Birmingham again attended Divine service. COWPER'S
hymn, I afterwards learned, made a deep impression on his mind,
and he wondered whether his guilt was not known to the Vicar. But
the ways of GOD in "the great waters" became still more wonderful
to him when the preacher resumed the subject of MOSES' history,
taking for his text, "And MOSES returned unto the LORD, and said,
LORD, wherefore hast Thou so evil entreated this people 1 Why is it
that Thou hast sent me 1 For since I came to PHARAOH to speak in
Thy name, he hath done evil to this people; neither hast Thou
delivered the people at all. Then the LORD !'laid to ~10SES, Now
shalt thou see what I will do to PHARAOH; for with a strong hand
shall he drive them out of his land" (Exod. v. 22, 23; vi. 1). The
aim of the discourse was to show how, as MOSES ple<tded for Israel
to be delivered out of the hand of the king of Egypt, so CHRIS'\.'
prevailingly intercedes for His people-how the LORD faithfully appears
for His tried ones when they are" at their wits' end "-and how it is
His concern to put down all the enemies, troubles, and difficulties of
His exercised Israel. Earnestly did the preacher dwell upon the sweet
and blessed portion of such as have CHRIST for their souls' necessities,
notwithstanding all the outward trials which may be their lot. As
the LORD surely stretched forth His strong hand to bring down the
proud power of PHARAOH, so He would certainly overthrow all the
sins and the spiritual and other foes of His distressed, believing
children.
After the sermon, a goodly number of humble-hearted ones drew
near to the table of their adorable REDEEMER and MASTER to hold in
praiseful remembrance "His meritorious cross and passion," and to
receieve with gratitude His "creatures of bread and wine," according
to His loving appointment. The entire service over, the Vicar retired
to the vestry, when he was informed that a young man-a stranger
-wished to have an interview. There then entered the vestry a
respectably dressed man, about twenty years vf age, who, in a soft,
low voice said :-" You have spoken much to-day, sir, about blacksliding. I am a backslide?', What you have said has made a deep
impression on me, and I should like to tell you my trouble. It is a
long story, but, perhaps, you will allow me to state it all." 'fhe Vicar
remarked that he felt very thankful to his heavenly F A'L'HER that He
had been pleased to speak any word through him to the conscience of
a stranger, and proceeded to dwell briefly on the precious encouragements held out to the repentant backslider by the GOD and FATHER of
the LORD JESUS CHRIST. The conversation closed by an engagement
being arranged for the next day. The meeting took place, and it was
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.deeply affecting. The story of the stranger was as follows :-He had
been brought up, not by his parfmts (his father had died early), but
by a godly grandmother. The prayerful teaching of this aged person
appears to have made some impression upon him, and he spoke of her
in terms of tenderness. But the hour at length came when he had to
go out into the world to earn his bread. His taste led him to adopt
the trade of a watchmaker. Leaving his grandmother when he had
reached his sixteenth year, he sought work in Birmingham. Employment having been found under a firm of watch and clock manufacturers, he entered upon his duties as a steady, well-conducted, and
promising young workman. Some uncertainty seems to have existed
in his mind as to what place of worship to attend. Led, as too many
young people are, by the outward show of Ritua1ism, he cast in his lot
at one of the unsatisfactory churches of Birmingham, and found himself presently exposed to the false sacramental teaching of the place.
A Curate connected with the church in question having on one occasion boldly stated the way of salvation to be sacmmental, his mind, as
grounded 011 the simple truths of GOD'S Word, revolted, and he left
that church. He was then providentially brought into contact with
the ministry of all Evangelical clergyman, alld was led, as he stated,
through heart-deep need to seek and filld the LORD JESUS. He became
a teacher in the SUllday school belonging to this church, and also
joined the Y.:M.C.A , taking part in nrious Christian work in Birmingham. A communicant, and an active worker in CHRlSl"S vineyard,
he was generally recognized by those who knew him as a true disciple
of CHRISl'. But Satan had already desired to "have" his soul, and
to "sift" it like wheat. Did ever the work of GOD'S grace in the heart
of a poor sinner escape the fierce temptations of the Devil 1 He knows
ivell the weak joints in the harness of the LORD'S followers! The
young man had become a total abstainer. He had faithfully observed
his pledge thus far. His abstemious habits led him away from giddy
and worldly associates. so that he knew little of the exciting temptation of the gambling table, and the terrible evils to which it rarely
fails to lead its unhappy votaries. Upon this untried spot, then,
Satan fixed his malignant eye. He would uim at the overthrow of
this unsuspecting soul by means of an only too generally successful
temptation. It seems that circumstances arose which necessitated a
a change of lodgings, and the young man found himself under allother
roof: His new landlord was a man of the world, and one fond of its
follies. On a certain evening, not long after he had taken up his
abode in his new quarters, he returned home to find that the landlord
had gathered together a number of worldly friends to celebrate his
birthday. They were engaged in playing cards. They invited the
youth to join them. At first he refused firmly, and revolted at the
thought. Continued appeals prevailed. He yielded. He played, and
-won. The Devil's plot had succeeded. Spurred on by his gains, he
continued. The excitement was novel, and he threw himself into
the temptation. The first wrong step taken, the habit of playing
cards soon grew upon him, and a love for the stimulant of drink trod
closely on the heels of this new pleasure. But, frequent losses at the
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;gambling table made heavy demands on his slender wages. The
brain was fired, and more fuel had to be found somewhere, honestly,
-or otherwise. Honest methods soon failed. Money had to be forthcoming. Whence could it be found 1 Meanwhile, the Sunday school,
.and the means of grace on the LORD'S day, were less and less enjoyed.
The backslider was not so frequently seen in his place at church, or
amongst the children of his class. Those who had walked with him
.as a humble follower of JESUS missed his company. Clouds of dark·
ness thickened round his soul. 'fhe first wrong step had been taken
already, sin had been trifled with, and now there was pleasure found
in the pursuit of it. He must, therefore, learn-in the bitterness of
his soul-that" the way of transgressors is hard." Heavy losses in
,gambling drove him to embark on a career of robbery. He began
..by taking watches which were privately placed in his hands for repair.
These he pawned. intending at first to redeem and return them in
,course of time. Having once embarked on the downward road, he
founa it easy to proceed. For several months he pursued his perilous
course of robbery, gaming, and kindred sin. Like DAvID's conscience,
for 'many months after his sad fall, so that of the young man
.slumbered on, till GOD, in His merciful providence, arrested him.
'When he bad stolen SO:11e twenty-two watches, the manager missed the
property. The guilty one felt, therefore, that he must flee the place,
although!ho one suspected him of the crime.
These facts the poor stricken one communicated in his interview at
,Old Hill Vicarage. He, however, added that he would rather go to
,prison and have CHRIST with him in the deeps than be at large, as he
;then was, and continue in the mental misery which-since he had
;heard GOD'S Word preached-he had experienced. He then knelt down
with the Pastor. An earnest cry went up to the throne of GOD for
guidance. Grace was implored that whatever course might be decided
upon, it should be right in the LORD'S sight.
On rising from his
knees, he calmly said that he was quite ready to abide by any eon:sequences, in case the law of the land took its eourse. He deserved, he
He had
:said, all that GOD might be pleased to visit upon him.
.already cast himself upon the tender mercies of the LORD JESUS for
the forgiveness of his sin, and was desirous of meeting tho~e whom he
had wronged, to assist them in recovering the stolen property, and to
bear any punishment that might be inflieted upon him, It was
.pointed out to him again how MOSES, after he had slain the Egyptian,
was sent into the wilderness for forty years, and yet that the LORD
,did not cast him off, but at the end of the period appeared to him in
,the richest grace, in the burning bush. Discipline might be hard,
but it was wise, right, and profitable. In all this the poor troubled
:soul acquiesced meekly. It was next suggested to him that the Vicar
should go to Birmingham at once, see the employers, state fully the
,circumstances, and inform the firm that their errant, but penitent
.servant was ready to surrender himself into their hands. Then it
'was arranged that he should return to the Vicarage in the evening to
i.hear the }·esult.
The visit to Birmingham resulted in a confirmation of the story
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narrated by this young man, in every particular. A systematic
robbery had been carried on at the address he had given, and the
matter was in the hands of the police. The manager of the establishment spoke of the young man in terms most kind and sympathizing,
remarking that he had, from his personal knowledge of him, already
expn,ssed his belief that he would return and confess his guilt. A
consultation was then held by the heads of the firm, and finally it
was decided that a representative of the establishment should visit
Old Hill in the evening and meet the penitent at the Vicarage. This
took place. Shortly after the appointed hour, the Vicar's study
found the sorrowing transgressor and his late employer face to face.
The greatest kindness was shown by the latter both in tone and
manner, and the utmost openness and sincere readiness to account
for all the lost property were forthcoming from the latter. He was
plainly told, however, that he must be lodged in ::\1001' Street Police
cells for several days whilst the fullest inquiries were being made;
and that the future action of the firm would depend upon the completeness of the information obtained: To all this he humbly and,
promptly bowed. A few parting words were then spoken to him by
the Vicar, and, as a further test of his genuine repentance, he was
asked whether he had any objection to public use being made of all
he had communicated, as a warning to others to beware of the
beginnings of backsliding. He replied that he was glad that the
facts should, in any way, be used for good. His employer and he
then drove off to Birmingham. Legal proceedings were taken. The
greatest leniency was shown by the firm in the details of his
prosecution. It was felt, however, that with so many workmen on
the premises, it would be misunderstood were the crime to be passed
over without any punishment. The charge was reduced to that of his
stealing one watch, instead of twenty-two, and by sUlllmary conviction
he received a sentence of six months' imprisonment, instead of being
sent for trial and being doomed to possibly some years of penal
servitude.
Thus" goodness and mercy" followed the sadly fallen young man,
and he was led away to the Borough Gaol to contemplate the
"mysterious way" in which the FATHER of :J1ERCIES had overruled
his erring footsteps.
As the period of his six months' imprisonment drew near its
expiration, it was laid on the heart of his Old Bill fnend to pay
him a loving visit. It had been thought well to wait awhile, so
as to allow of the effect of the providential discipline being more
definitely ascertainable. Upon applying at the massive, repulsive
outer gates of the huge Borough Gaol, admission was obtained by
the Vicar of Old Hill. The following is the record of the visit as
it appeared in the OlcZ Hill Ghu1'Ch Magazine, November, 1877 :-" I
was admitted by the police porter on producing my card and giving
particulars of my visit. Led across the court-yard, the ponderous
gate behind me having been first securely closed, I was ushered into
the main corridor of the prison, through another ironed door which
a turnkey unlocked. In a few minutes I was in the presence of the
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GOVERKOR of the prison in his neatly-furnished official room, in the
centre of the building. This gentleman received me most courteously,
and showed a sincere interest in the narrative of the career of the
inmate of the gaol whom I hoped to see. In the course of our
conversation I particularly asked whether the conduct of the young
man had been good since his imprisonment. 'Excellent,' was the
prompt reply. 'By which I understand, sir, that he has conducted
himself to your entire satisfaction,' I added.
'Yes, certainly,'
replied the GOVERNOR. After our further conversing on the past
present, and future of the prisoner, a bell was rung, and a turnkey
speedily appeared to receive orders to bring in the subject of my
visit.
Great indeed was his astonishment when, upon entering the
GOVERNOR'S room, he found me there. Although he looked pale, and
more delicate than when we parted at the Vicarage gate nearly six
months previously, there was a calm, peaceful look resting upon his
features, which at once struck me. The prison dress-a grey cloth
suit-perhaps added to the interest of the first glance I got of him,
but his replies to my question" affected me most. He proceeded to
say that he had every reason to thank GOD that he had been
brought into that place! He had, he said, fully proved the truth of
w4at he had observed to me at Old Hill, namely, that he would
'rather go to prison and have CHRIST' with him than be at large
with the fearful pressure upon his mind of the wrong he had done.
He, moreover, remarked upon the subject-' You will remember,
sir, what I said to you?' To which observation I said, 'Well, I
am not quite sure'-although I thought I knew to what he referredwhen he quoted his own words given above, and then observed ; 'These last six months have· been the happiest in my life.'
'Indeed,' said I, 'how so?' , Because,' he thoughtfully answered,
'J have had more real communion here with CHRIST than I eVbr
had! ' I then reminded him of the sermons he heard at Old Hill
church, and of how the LORD never casts uff His own people, but
deals with them in loving, severe chastisement, for their profit,
humiliation, and edification. The kind GOYERXOR listened to the entire
conversation, which lasted for ten minntes or a quarter of an hour,
and from time to time joined in with weighty and sympathizing
remarks. In the course of the interview the young man observed
that he had for some time past resolved to spend his first Sabbath
at Old Hill after being set free. He was much gratified on hearing
that his case had called for constant prayer amongst several in our
parish, and especially that two or three little children had daily
pleaded with JESUS for him. In taking farewell of the poor prisoner,
I blessed GOD for so graciously dealing with the soul of one whom
Sata had beset with such terrible success. It seemed like another
proof that dust is, and must be, the Serpent's meat, and that
CHRIST'in all things is able to wrest the victory for Himself."
Various visits to Old Hill Vicarage were paid by the youth after
his release, who obtained employment as a book canvasser.
A
copy of BUNYAN'S Complete Works was purchased through his
agency. For many years past we have ceased to hear from him,
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out we can leave him in the hands of a Covenant GOD who,
tnlly "Moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform."
Oh, for grace to commit all our goings, burdens, cares, and
conflicts into the bands which do all things well! Blessed indeed
is he whose GOD is the LORD, for "all things" must work together
for the good of snch.
"Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.
.. Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowing providence
He hides a smiling face."
Ob, let us rest in Him, trust in Him, hope
patiently for Him."

111

Him, and "wait
THE

Eorl'oR.

A PRECIOUS PRAYER.
OH for grace to behold Thee, Thon blessed Lamb of God, in Thy
unceasing worthiness before the throne; and never, never to forget
that Thy precious blood speaketh tilOre for Thy purchased ones than
all their sins speak against them. Tholl art still appearing as a
Lamb that hath been slain in the presence of God for Thy people,
and canst, and will save to the uttermost all "ho come to God
by Thee, seeing that 'fhou ever livest to make intercession for

them.-Dr. Hawker.
PRECIOUS BLOOD.
PRECIOUS, preCIOUS, precious Blood!
Our sins are lost,
Our debts are crossed,
And now we view a smiling God;
While cloth'd in Jesus' robes of light,
Our Father views us with delight,
And says we're comely in His sight,
Without a spot, all over white.
So now the precious blood of Christ we sing,
And of the royal garments of our King.

o

":"'Selected.
THE greatest unworthiness is no objection with Christ, to a
most welcolIle reception of those who come unto Him on a conviction of the necessity of an interest in Him. Nothing is required
to a participation of His benefits but a sense of our need of them,
and a will to receive them as He communicates them, namely, freely,
"without money and without price."-Brine. [Selected by A. M.
TOPLADY.]
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OUR HEAVENLY CALLING.
" Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings of
a dove covered with silve'l', and her feathers with yellow gold."PSALM lxviii. 13.'KTHE PSALM whence the above passage is taken celebrates the ascension of our adorable Redeemer, Christ Jesus. It opens with almost
the very words which Moses was inspired to use whenever the Ark
of the Covenant "set forward" to lead the children of Israel on
their wilderness journeys (Numb. x. 35). This interesting fact gives
character to the whole Psalm. It undoubtedly refers to the ascension
of Christ, for verse 18 is quoted by the Apostle Paul in his Epistle
to the Ephesians (iv. 8) as a prophecy fulfilled. The reader will compare the two verses. The Psalm is distinctly Messianic. It; primarily
refers to Jesus, who, in the days of His profound humiliation, dwelt
in a degraded world of sinful men, "among the pots "-the potsherds of the earth. " He was numbered with the transgressors." He
assumed "a body," prepared by His Father, and was "made of a
woman." He truly became "Son of Man." In that true body He
tabernacled among us, and, so long as He sojourned with vile sinful
men, "He endured the contradiction of sinners against Himself."
Thus did He "lie among the pots," and patiently submit to the base
humiliation incident to the lot appointed Him of the Father. He
willed, in the riches of His grace and in the greatness of His 1000e,
to be identified with "the lower parts of the earth," that He might
thereby secure the redemption of His enslaved Church and peJple.
But when He had done and suffered perfectly, His glorious resurrection witnessed the fulfilment of the prophecies, and He returned in
triumph into the bosom of the Father. ': Thou hast ascended on
high." The golden wings of glory became His, and He passed through
the heavens to find His rest at the right hand of the Father. For
ever He left behind Him the black affiictiol1s of earth, its sin, and
its miserv. From that" low estate" He was deliyered when he led
captivity· captive, and exchanged ashes for beauty, and the filthy
garments of imputed sin for the spotless vestures proper to His high
priesthood-as John describes Him in the Apocalyptic vision: " And
I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I
saw seven candlesticks; and in the midst of the seven candlesticks
One like unto the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the
foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle." Yet, in His
glorious exaltation, He remembers the "affiiction and misery, the
wormwood and the gall" of his former humiliation when he lay
"among the pots." It; is this fact which imparts reality to His
sympathy for His brethren who are yet in the world. " And now I
* The familiar imagery employed in the Authorised Version is adopted,
although the Revised Version is also very helpful.
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am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to
Thee. Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those whom Thou
hast given Me, that they may be one as We arc." Such are His
He knows that His beloved Church, His
intercessory utterances.
blood-purchased Church, is yet in a fallen world, and daily exposed to
its defiling evil. " I pray not th"tt Thou shouldest take them out of
the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil." He
"knoweth us to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers
that, by reason of the frailty of our nature, \\e cannot always stand
upright," and therefore extends to us such all-sufficient strength and
protection as to "support us in all dangers, and carry us through all
temptations. "
Israel, of old, lay long "among the pots," labouring in the brickfields of Egypt by day, and probably slepping among the pottery and
sun-dried bricks by night. Reference to this degraded condition of
God's ancient people and their deliverance from it is made by the
Psalmist: "I delivered his shoulder from the burden: his hands
were delivered from the pots" (Psalm !xxxi. 6). It is to be noted
that the Revised Version renders the word "pots" by "basket.";[These were the burden-baskets in which, as slaves, the Israelites carried
clay and other oppressive loads in the discharge of their grievous
service. As we read: "And the Egyptians made the children of
Israel to serve with j'igoul'; and they made their lives bitter with
hard bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service
in the field: all thei1' service, wherein they made them s,;r,e, was
'With 1'ig(}ur" (Exodns i. 13, l±). But the God of .:i.braham, Isaac,
and Jacob "loved the people" (Deut. =xiii. 3), and rememberecl them
in their low estate.
"I am come down," He said to l[oses, "to
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians" (Exodus iii. 8). He
had" heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters" (yerse 7). He
saw their affliction and mourning (symbolized. by blackness, the same
word standing in Hebrew for both mourning and blackness, Mal. iii. 14,
margin); and He remembered for them His Covenant with Abraham.
Their base condition as serfs in Egypt in nowise alienated them
from His presence and pity, but rather called forth His mercy, grace,
and power.
And so, too, it is in the case of His spiritual Israel. See this
great truth set forth in the words of ~ ew Testament Scripture:
"For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for
the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But
God commendeth His love towards us, in that while we were yet
• Mr. SPURGEON, in his Treusury of David, quoting from FYSHE, says,
" ROSSOLINI gives a drawing of these baskets from a picture discovered in a tomb
at Thebes. 'Of the labourers,' says he, ' some are employed in transporting the
clay in vessels, some intermingling it with stra'" ; others are taking the bricks
out of the form, and placing them in rows; still others, with a piece of wood
npo!l their backs, and ropes on each side, carry away the bricks already burned
or dried.''' It may be added that the Septua~int and the Latin versions render
Psalm lxxxi. 6, "And his handll slaved in the llasket."
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Our condition in -the
midst of a fallen world, our blackness of defilement and subjection
to the slavery of sin, and our captivity to the tyranny of the devil,
rendered us utterly helpless. Then it was the "S'l'RONG DELIVERER"
came forth and visited us. " The Son of Man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost" Salvation through the blood of the Paschal
Lamb was wrought out in all its fulness, and to llS has the Word
of that salvation been sent: "And we have known and believed
the love that God hath to us" (1 John iv. 16). The Holy Ghost
quickened us when \!le were dead in sins, and He has planted in our
hearts a hope that maketh not ashamed. Moreover, though the
presence of sin distress and wound our consciences, though Satan
endeavour to drag us down and cast us again among the" pots"the earthly blackness and vileness of sin-we through grace rise on
the pinions of faith and prayer to the mercy-seat, and realize a
fresh deliverance, together with the restored bright shining of the
Sun of Righteousness. "Though ye have lien among the pots, yet
shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers
with yellow gold" Communion with the Father and the Son, within
the veil, answers to this bles~ed promise, "'Ye which have believed,
do enter into rest." The weary dove, in the times of the water
flood, sought and found rest for the sole of her foot on retu:rning to
Noah, whose name signifies ?'est (Psalm cxvi. 7). "Come unto Me,"
says Jesus to His weary dove, the Church, "and I will give you
rest "-rest from the toils of earth, rest from the burden of earth's
cares and conflicts, rest from the vexations and buffetings of the flesh,
rest from the assaults and malicious tauntings of the devil.
It is the remembrance of a former taste of this blessed deliverance
Ghrough faith in the Lord Jesus, and the promises of His lips, that
creates in the souls of God's poor tempest-tossed children the holy cry,
"0 that I had "'ings like a dove! for then would I flyaway and be
at rest" (Psalm Iv. 6). Yes-" azcay," for there is no true rest for
sin-persecuted souls "among the pots" ; it is only to be enjoyed as
the result of faith's flight to the bosom of her "Well.beloved." 0
happy souls, who fly as a cloud, and "as doves to their windows"
(Isaiah lx. 8). H'l,PPY now, and happy for ever those who can graciously
and experimentally avow, "Whom have I in heaven bnt Thee ~ and
there is none upon earth that I desiTe beside Thee" (Psalm lxxiii. 25).
There is deep spiritual meaning in the fact that the Cherubim, which
mystically represented the redeemed Church of God in both the Old
and New Testament dispensations in union with Christ, were winged
creatures! The calling of the people of God is a "heavenly calling"
(Heb. iii. 1). Their citizenship is "in heaven" (Phil. iii. 20). They
are" born from a'lOve" (John iii. 3, 7, margin). Their" affections"
a.re set upon things" above," not on things "on the earth," just in
proportion as by faith they realize themselves to have been "raised
in Christ" (Col. iii. 1), and to be "children of the resurrection."
Let us, then, beloved fellow-believers, "seek" to prove these
precious realities more and more. We are" strangers in the earth."
We seek a heavenly country. Let us humbly rely on God's promised
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grace for ability to "walk" among ., the potsherds of the earth," as'
those who have been separated, and called into fellowship with the
Holy One. May our garments be kept "unspotted from the world,"
and may our spiritual conversation manifest us to be the children of
the Most High, the Bride of the Lamb, and "the light of the
world"-till He come!

J. O.

Clifton.
"ALL THY WORKS PRAISE THEE!"
(PS"'LM cxlv. 10, P.B.V.)

SNOWY lilies, scarlet poppies,
Crimson rOBes sweet,
Purple pansies, yellow kingcups,
Pink-edged daises neat,
Praise the Lord, who formed each
flower
By His secret, Ililent power.

Uoralladybirds bespotted,
Jet and amber bees,
I vory butterflies disporting
In the emerald leas,
Praise the Lord, by whom their
life
Is preserved 'mid dangers rife.

Velvet mosses, feathery grasses
Trembling in the air,
Sturdy thistles violet-coloured,
Tender fern-plants fair,
Praise the Lord, whose heavenly
skill
Brought them up from earth-beds
chill.

Bold brown sparrows, glad grey
thrushes,
Redbreasts blithe of mien,
Tuneful blackcaps, tiny bluecaps,
'Mid the leafage green,
Praise the Lord, who gives them
food
From His boundless store of good.

Golden gorses on the commons,
Glossy rushes slight,
Thorny brambles rich with blossoms
Of unsullied white,
Praise the Lord, who day by day
Tends them all in wondrous way.

Diamond dewdrops, crystal oceans,
Streams with silver sheen,
Rosy cloudlets in the azure,
Golden Iiltars serene,
Praise the Lord, and testify
Of His wisdom pure and high.

Spreading oak trees, stately elm
trees,
Tapering fir trees tall,
Goodly beech trees, graceful birch
trees,
Decked with catkins small, I
Praise the Lord, whose hand divine
Sends them 'timely shower and
shine.

Saints and seraphs in the city
Walled with jasper clear,
Throngs of happy, pardoned
sinners
In this lower sphere,
Praise the Lord, who once did
pray,
Whose they are, whom they
obey.

Lord, who didst create all crea.tures,
Who for some didst bleed,
Thou art worthy, Thou art worthy,
To be praised indeed!
o may I, 'mid earth's sharp strife,
Pra.ise Thee e'er by lip and life!

lu.

I BELIEVE our afllictions are sent to fit us to minister more especially
to others in time of trouble, and to make us long more intensely to
comfort and. help other sufferers.-C. B.
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~n:JlUS.

WELL-SPRINGS.

"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shalt be opened unto you: for everyone that asketh receiveth,. and he
that seeketh findeth,. and unto him that knocketh it Shall be opened."MATTHEW

--

v. 7, 8.

ON no subject, I suppose, in the varied experiences of God's dear
children has there been more testing and trying work; and the longer
we live the more does the truth seem to be enforced upon us, just to
place all our concerns into His omnipotent hand, with the plea,
"Father, I know not how to ask nor what to ask for. I am so ignorant, so foolish, such a simple child, that I leave it all with Thee to
give what Thou deemest right and good; to withhold what in my foolish,
shortsighted asking might prove the very reverse of good for
me." The lesson His children have given them to learn is the difference betweeJ: their peevish, shortsighted, temporal wants, and their souls'
needs, which, as a part of their spiritual life, go to make up the
discipline necessary to mature growth in Divine things. Thus we
may get many a surprise through overlooking this, for often do we
see our requests answered in quite an opposite way to our pleading,
and contrary to our expectations. Yes, even when our prayers seem
to have borne the very evidence, to our finite minds, of being in accordance with His will, and for the furtherance of HiI'; glory, yet-

"Instead of this, He made me feel
The hidden evils of my heart,
And let the angry powers of hell
Assault my soul in every part; "
whilst He"Crossed the fair designs I'd schemed,
Blasted my gourds, and laid me low."
Beware, dear child of God, of thinking to put your hand to stay
the ark of God. Ours is a Sovereign Ruler, and knows the end of
all things from the beginning, bringing into existence all things in
their time that are pre-arranged in the lives of each one of His
children; and not one thing hath failed shall be the ready confession of every redeemed son and daughter in looking back over life's
finished story. He, seeing the end from the beginning, rides on in
unhurried majesty, and clothing Himself with power, comes forth
Toyally in and for His people, and in His own time and way shows
Himself gloriously as His own Interpreter. Beloved, let us seek to
place our concerns in the dear Lord's hands, and leave them to Him
to manage, telling Him our needs, and leaving to His wisdom, love,
and skill to undertake for us. He knows so much better than we do
what is good fo!' us, and oh! how graciously in His infinite wisdom
and foreknowledge does He withhold from us what, had we had our own
impetuous, froward wills granted, would have. only brought us ill and
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not good. There is a wide margin between our earthly wants and
our spiritual desires. Let us take heed, then, how we approach our
Lord in prayer..
A remark from our dear EDITOR, when, at the commencement of
his illness, now some years since, he found his people praying for
his speedy recovery, has often been a word in season to the writer
_ C l Remember,
dear friends; do not dictate to our God; only supplicate for me." The asking .aright is only when our wills are so
merged into the Divine that anI' hearts, even in the moment of
keenest agony, under the most formidable necessity and harassing
circumstances (when all nature would be distressed and disturbed),
are resting quietly on His will in the asking, and upon His bare
omnipotency, pleading His love, and wisdom, and power.
The remark of a preacher recl;lntly struck the writer forcibly: "We
only ask aright when our petition is an altar, and our hearts an
obedient sacrifice laid thereOll." "There is a line of guidance in the
matter of asking, in John's words, 'For if anI' heart condemn us
not, then have we confidence toward God.'''
Thus much, beloved, upon this side of the sujebct; and lest I
be misunderstood, or lead some reader into a desponding tone
of mind, which is far from my desire in writing, let me remind
you that unanswered prayers never belong to God, who delighteth
to bestow liberally, and upbraideth not. An unanswered prayer,
as we understand it, we may be sure had so much of the creature
in it that it was no prayer at all, because if of Him, He could
deny Himself.
Again, let us remember delays with Him are not denials. God neyer
was before His time, nor will He ever be behind. And we must in no
wise be weary or faint because of these (and they are only so in our
sight) seeming contradictions, because He has left us the emphatic
injunction, coupled with the Divine promise, ".i..sk, and ye shall
receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you." And as yet the vision tarries, does it, belo,ed reader ~ To
such I would say, Wait on; thine expectation is no .-ain one; and if
there have been an opening of the prison doo~, and a ~weet liberty
in prayer, it has been of the Lord; and His ,Yard can never return
unto Him void; it shall accomplish that whereunto He has sent it.
Have you a dear one for whom to plead 7 Has not the desire gone
forth to ask upon the prayer of J ehoyah-J esus, that they all may
be one, that this and that stray sheep may be gathered in ~ You may
as yet see not your signs, but may faith ne,er lose sight of the
blessed truth,. that whilst we see nought else, tee see Jesus, who has
all power in heaven and on earth. " Nothing is too hard for the
Lord."
"In the day of thy distress,
May J ehovah hear thee;
In the hour when dangers pres3,
Jacob's God be near thee.
Send thee from the holy place
Timely aid and strengthening grace!
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"May thy prayers and offerings rise,
By thy God recorded·
Thine oblations reach the skies,
Graciously rewarded!
Granted be thy heart's request,
All thy purposes be blest.
" Thy success our hearts shall cheer;
We. with exultation,
In J ehovah's name will rear
Trophies of salvation:
Go. beneath His guardian care,
And the Lord fulfil thy prayer."
Oh, beloved reader, pray on, and faint not, though your heart be
weary. It may be the Lord is nearing and working deliverance
for an hour that you think not. This very article now being
penned is an acknowledgment of His unfailing loving-kindness in
answer to an uplifting of soul, wherewith yet once again to serve
the Lord's hungering and thirsting ones.
As we sang in church, an evening or so ago, my heart pondered
over the words with the swift uplifted cry, "Lord, do not let Thy
child sing these words without a heart-acknowledgment of ~ the
same"'" We bless Thee . . . .
For all Thy goodness hath bestowed,
And all Thy grace denied.'''
Yes, faith can and does surmount as she sings"I thank Thee for the wing of love
Which stirred my worldly nest;
And for the stormy clouds that drove,
The flutterer to Thy breast."

1,.-

So ignorant and foolish are we that we have to ask the Lord to
dictate to us our asking, and to thus prevent us from seeking
what would be hurtful to us, and contrary to His mind and will
to bestow. Oh, for grace to seek the grace of prayer aright! Oh,
for grace to place all our req uests in the Lord's hands, and ask
Him so to beautify and mould them by His own incense that the
plaints now presented to the Father's throne by our adorable
Mediator and Advocate and High Priest are no longer ours, but
His!
But whilst we are speaking of the experimental and circumstantial asking in prayer, as regards providential mercies, we must not
overlook the primary motive of our Lord's injunction, " Ask," " seek,"
and "knock," as regards the matter of salvation, nor His promise
to such, "for never said He unto the seeking house of Jacob, Seek
ye My face in vain;" and assured are we that seeking Him in
this, His promise is verified in all His children's experience, and all
things else shall be added thereunto.
The after-asking of God's children must be as we abide in Him,
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as He said, "If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." Yes, it is His life
actuating, controlling, yea, living within us, as the several verses following those upon whieh we are meditating go to show. It is His
knowledge of what is best for His seeking children, and how He
proves this in the granting of their requests according to His will !
Their asking aright is directed and controlled by the Divine Counsellor,
who is wonderful in wisdom: "What man is there of you, whom if
his son ask bread, will he give him a stone 1 Or if h~ ask a . fish,
will he give him a serpent 1 If ye then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father
which is in heaven give to them that ask Him 1"
Oh, beloved, let us seek more of the spirit and mind of Jesus,
by much more inner sanctuary worship, that we may approach
the throne of grace with holy boldness, with confident expectation, and remind Him of His past favours and loving-kindnesses.
Let us say with ° Solomon, "There hath not failed one word
"Blessed be
of all His good promise which He promised."
the Lord." What an encouragement in asking have we in the
history of that poor outcast in Matthew xv. 28! How brightly
the reward of her God-implanted faith sparkles! "0 woman, great
is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt." A dog no longer,
to gather the chance crumbs that might fall from the master's table,
but a favoured, happy child, partaking of the children's bread provided at the Master's table.
It was this dear woman's linking
of His faith in her, and He the Christ of her faith, or rather,
pleading the Christ of the promises, that brought her the blessing she
sought, for in Him we must have all things and abound. It is not
that He does not already know our needs, for He knows all before
we cry. But He loves to be told them, "to be °inq uired of by the
house of Israel, to do it for them," and He loves to thus bring His
children near unto Himself. All the little anxious cares of life, the
daily worries, the differences in Church and home affairs-let us tell
them all into His ever-patient, ready ear, and fear not that the least
is too insignificant for His all-loving management and control. Faith
is not only strengthened by thus being tested and tried in
the balances of the sanctuary, but God-given faith is rewarded
with victory. All His arguments and repellings (and what a full
measure there was of love in them to bring about lo,ing gracious ends!)
failed to repel this poor woman, because all the while the cords of
love, everlasting and invincible, were drawing her, and in the end
her victory was complete. " Be it even as thou wilt." Thus was the
Victor willingly vanquished! "Let Me go," He may cry to the wrest"
ling Jacob, but His prevailing servant shall reply, "I will not let Thee
go except Thou bless me; " and only in this sense does the God-Man
delight to be overcome by the victorious, God-implanted faith of
His children, that they may testify to His glory. "See wbat God, bath
wrought !"
"Restraining prayer, we cease to fight;
Prayer makes the Christian's armour bright,"
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says the hymn. Let us seek to rely upon Him who hath and doth
deliver, and believe that He will yet work deliverances for His Israel.
Let us habitually begin with praising Him for all He has done in the
past, and assured are we that there will follow this spirit of praisethe spirit of pmyer-being made bold to plead, and in His name and
for His sake we shall be blessed again in the asking, and we shall
again have cause to take up the note of gladness, and say, "The
Lord hath heard my supplication, the Lord will receive my prayer."
" I love the Lord, because He hath heard my voice and my supplications. Because He hath inclined His ear unto me, therefore will I
R.
call upon Him as long as I live."
THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:THE Cll'Y OF REFUGE.

" He is altogether lovely."-SoLmWN's SONG v. 16.
" The city of his refuge."-Nu)IBERs xxxv. 32.
WHEN Israel's wilderness wanderings came to an end, and the promised
land was portioned out to the several tribes, forty-eight cities in
different parts of the country were appointed for the Levites, in fulfilment of Jacob's remarkable dying prophecy I'elating to this tribe: "I
will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel" (Genesis xlix. 7).
Six of these Levitical cities were to be for refuge. We notel.--THE CAUSE
of the appointment of the cities of refuge. It was to afford a merciful
provision from the rigour of a law or custom which prevailed in those
times, called Goelism, compelling the nearest relative to avenge the
death of a person who had been slain (even if it were by misadventure)
on him who had caused the death. This law affords a striking example
of vindictive justice.
The case is clearly described in Numbers
xxxv. 11, 12, where the picture is drawn of a man who slays another
" at unawares," or as it is in the margin, "by error."
As soon as the
deed is committed, he becomes exposed to the vengeance of the
"avenger of blood." Knowing his state and his danger, and knowing
also that a means of escape is provided, he flies thither; not to any
place, but to the place ordained. When once within the walls of the
city, he is secured from the destruction threatened by the wrath of the
avenger. This is a beautiful representation of a poor sinner awakened
to see his dangerous state, feeling th'1t wrath is justly following hard
after him to destroy him, because of his sins-his errors. Exposed to
destruction, a place of refuge is revealed, if only he can reach it.
Faith believes the danger, and faith believes in the only way of escape.
Hope rises in his heart that the refuge may be for him. Who can
tell ~ Thus he runs for life, flying by precious faith unto Jesus for
shelter from wrath, death, and destruction. Such an one is among
those "who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before
them" (Heb. vi. 18), even the hope of salvation in Jesus from the
fury of avenging justice. Consider now-
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2.-THE CITIES

which were the sanctuary of the flying one. We must carefully mark
the fact that only those who needed a hiding-place fled to them. Jesus
is a shelter and sanctuary only to those who need Him, but He is
this to all those. The number of the cities was six-three on each
side of Jordan, easily reached from every part of Canaan. Their names
and situation set forth very beautifully the loveliness of Christ, the
Refuge for sinners.
The name of the most northern, on the west side of Jordan, was
Kedesh (Joshua xx. 7), which signifies" holy," pointing to the holiness
and righteousness of Christ as the shelter provided from sin and its
punishment.
Coming down into the midlands, we next meet with
Shechem, which means" shoulder," and reminds us of Him "'ho is the
true support and refuge of poor, lost, frightened, fleeing sinners, trusting
in Him who is able to save and who bears the government of all upon
His shoulders. More to the south is Hebron, which denotes" fellowship"
or communion. There is safety in Christ, and only in fellowship with
Him (John xvii. 21).
In the south, on the other side of Jordan, is
Bezel', which means a " fortress," or a stronghold j and thus Jesus is a
Refuge, giving safety from all the power of the great enemy, who
perpetually seeks whom he may devour. In Christ their Fortress
saints find safety when ass!tiled by hosts of doubts, and fears, and
sins (Isaiah xxv. 4). Farther north is Ramoth-Gilead, signifying
"exaltation," and pointing to Jesus, who is "exalted a Prince and a
Saviour" (Acts v. 31). Lastly, is Golan, of which the meaning is
J ay. The news of the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ was tidings of
great joy (Luke ii. 10, 11) j and the children of God prove" the joy of
the Lord" to be "their strength." What joy does it give a poor
sinner when he finds safety and peace in Christ! Salvation realized in
the city of refuge gave joy to the fugitive as he reached the haven.
How much greater joy is caused by the sweet experience of our safety
and security in Christ!
3.-THE ROADS.

The roads to these several cities were to be pl'epared, according
to the word of the Lord: "Thou shalt prepare thee a way. . . . .
that every slayer may flee thither" (Deut. xix. 3). So, in a spiritual
sense, the Lord has prepared, in and by His Word, the paths of
prayer, repentance, and desire which lead to Christ.
Lest the fleeing one should mistake the road, at the cross-ways
were posts pointing out the right direction. These would be welcome
guides to the man running for his life, with the avenger of blood
on his track. To others, travelling elsewhere, they would be unnoticed and useless.
Even so the precepts and promises of the
Gospel which point to Jesus and show the right road, are neither
cared for nor regarded by those who have no need of the Refuge to
which they direct (compare Isaiah xxx. 21 with xxxv. 8). The cities of
refuge were4.-EASY OF ACCESS.

They were so situated that there was one within a day's journey
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of all parts. Now, it is thus with the Lord Jesus Christ; He is
ever found to be a Refuge nigh at hand, an accessible hiding-place,
a very present help in trouble. The main thing is to need the
Saviour, and to fly to Him, who is not far from those that diligently
seek Him. But let us next consider5.-THE SECURITY

afforded by these sanctuaries. This security depended upon the
refugee being within. It was not enough even to be at the gate.
He must be on the right aide of the gate, namely, the inside.
Many seem to be "almost" Christians; many go to heaven's gate,
but never get through. Such were the foolish virgins, Ignorance in
the "Pilgrim's Progress," and those mentioned in Matthew vii. 22.
They all· perished. Solemn thought!
Then, it was essential to the preservation of the life of the manslayer that he should abide within the city; for, if the avenger of
blood found him outside its walls or borders, he might kill him
(Numbers XEV. 27).
In the case of those who are finally saved
there is an abiding in Christ by faith (John :xv. 4-7); and this
abiding is secured in the Covenant of Grace.
"Once in Him, in Him for ever;
Thus the eternal Covenant stands."
Again, the refugee was to remain in the protection of his sanctuary
during the whole life of the high priest (Numbers xxxv. 28). Inasmuch as our Great High Priest, Jesus, ever liveth, the security
afforded is everlasting.
Looking at the subject in another aspect, a most precious
truth is presented in connection with the fact that the refugee
remained "in the city of his refuge till the death of the
high priest, but after the death of the high priest, the slayer shall
return unto the land of his possessions" C~· umbel's EXV. 28), that
is to say,· the death of the high priest freed him from all fear of
the consequences of his error. The avenger dared not touch him.
The high priest was dead.
This is a most graphic illustration and
foreshadowing of the Gospel truth, that the death of the Lord Jesus
Justice is
has freed the believing sinner from the fear of wrath.
satisfied with the death of the High Priest. God's Word declares the
sinner free.

Bath.

E. C.

CHRIST IN THE DARK.
WHEN thou goest into the dark cl,amber of the Old Testament, take
Christ with thee in the arms of thy faith, and immediately the shadows
will flee away, and the brightness of day break in upon thy thickest
darkness; for this, child, is the interpretation of all the prophecies
and sayings; the key to all the rites and visions; the unfolding of all
the seals and mysteries, the deciphering of all the figures and types,
the body and substance of all the shadows and symbols.-DI'.

K1··ummacher.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO·DAY?"
(ESTHER

L)

WE approach the consideration of this royal book with mingled feelings of reverence and delight, a taking aside by sudden illness
having proved a season of Divine teaching. The scope of the book,
its typical aspect, and the gracious experimental lessons it conveys
have been so sweet that there is no longer any hesitation to give to
others what has been so freely received, and afford opportunity of
judging how far the unfolding is in harmony with "the mind of
the Spirit" who inspired the penman of this thrilling history.
The Book of Esther presents to us many and varied aspects-like
chameleon hues-according to the light in which it is viewed. It is a
paragraph of ancient history, a detail of facts, with names, locality,
and chronology. There are strong contrasts. A great King of whom
much is said-the "Sovereign Ruler of the skies "-never once
named, but very distinctly recognized, and responding to the appeal
made to Him as Supreme. Chance-"the lot "-Divine providence"the whole disposing thereof"-controlling king, queens, COUl"tiers,
servants, friends and foes, on behalf of His chosen people. There is
manifestly a typical chain threading the narrative, not to be strained
with exactitude, whose other features beam out more conspicuously,
yet beautifully outlined and interwoven. "The deep that coucheth
beneath" is the spiritual instruction, the experimental teaching, law
and grace clearly defined. The moral inculcated, didactic lessons must
not be ove.rlooked; and finally, there is the prophetic yista opening
out gloriously.
Truly it is a garden of delights. "Let My Beloved come into
His garden," and say, "I have gathered My myrrh with My spice:
eat, 0 friends," that we may inhale the aroma of the spice,
reached to us by His own hand (Ruth ii. 14), while it mingles
its savoury qualities with the h~ling bitter as they spring up from
this plot of ground. Here, too, may the folded buds gradually
expand with the light and warmth of the ~un to full flower,
while He discourses with us (wbo teacbeth like Him 1), giving us
instructions on its structure and the beautiful harmony of each component part-the calyx sheathing the undeveloped purpose, the pistil
seed-bearing, and the glowing corolla bursting into maturity, till,
like a child in wonderland, we are filled with marvel and ecstatic
joy.
Who the penman of the Book of Esther was we know not, and as it
is not our design to attempt a commentary, we do not search out the
various opinions of learned writers (knowing but few). Sufficient for
us that there is strong enough evidence of its Divine authorship in
its being found and preserved to the present time in the list of
canonical books of Scripture handed down to lIS by the people of
Israel, "to whom were committed the oracles of God;" and jealous,
careful custodians they were. Further authenticated beyond doubt in
the reeord of experience.
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"A man of subtle reasoning asked
A peasant if he knew
What was the internal evidence
Which proves the Bible true.
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"The terms of disputative art
Had never reached his ear;
He laid his hand upon his heart
And simply answered, , Here,' "

The same evidence is eloquently and intelligently described in " The
Key Found""We cannot doubt when once the ear of listening faith has heard,
With all-responsive thrill of love, the music of His Word,
He gives the witness that excels all argument or sign;
When we have heard it for ourselves, we know it is Divine."
-F. R. H.

In this most incontrovertible way we know the Divine inspiration
of the Book of Esther. Reader, what say you 1
It has often been remarked that the name of God is not to be found
here, but Dr. E. VV. BULLIKGER has shown, in a learned and edifying
pamphlet, that Jehovah does occur in four Hebrew acrostics at
remarkable junctures in the narrative. It can be had of the author,
25, New Oxford Street, W.C., price twopence. Thns we proceed with
our gleanings.
"Now it came to. pass in the days of Ahasuerus (this is Ahasuerus
whieh reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and
seven-and-twenty provinces)." This beginning of the book certifies the
account to be an historical fact, assuring us that it is no myth, story,
or "cunningly-devised fable," but a true record of events which took
place at the accession of this king, whose name signifies prince, head,
or chief. "That in the days when the king Ahasuerus sat on the
throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan the palace, in the third
year of his reign, he made a feast unto all his princes and his servants,
the power of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces
being before him; when he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom
and the honour of his excellent majesty many days, even a.n hundred
and fourscore days."
That he succeeded Darius, the Median, who took the kingdom the
night that Belshazzar, king of Babylon, was slain (Daniel v. 28, 31 j
Daniel vi. 6, 28), and Cyrus, the Persian, who issued the edict for the
return" of the Jews from the seventy years captivity in Babylon"
(Ezra i. 1), we know from Scripture record. As his palace was in
Shushan , where Nehemiah was the king's cupbearer, some have
thought this was the same king, the Revised Version giving his name
in the margin, Xerxes, and he is generally thought to be the Xerxes
who invaded Greece.
vVe pause, first, to inquire,. Is there anything analogous to
this in the kingdom of our God 1 And thought is carried to
the correspondence. of the language of the Psalmist, "All Thy
works praise Thee, 0 Lord j and Thy saints shall bless Thee.
They shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom, and talk of Thy
power [and to do this they must have seen some display of it] j
to make known to the sons of men His mighty acts and the glorious
majesty of His kingdom" (Psalm cxlv. 10-12). Did not our King
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at the beginning of' His kingdom on earth, first show forth the
riches of His grace to His immediate disciples and apostles, the
princes of His people (Luke xxii. 28), like the nobles and rulers
of the provinces? Only John the Baptist was eye-witness of the
glory of the descent of the Holy Ghost, in a bodily shape like a
dove, upon Him. Three chosen highly-favoured apostle~ beheld
His glory on the holy mount, "when there came sucll, };L , voice
to Him from the excellent glory," attesting His excellent majesty!
Not all the people amongst whom He went in and out, but says,
the Apostle John, " We beheld His glory, the glory of the onlybegotten of the Father, full of grace and truth" (John i. 14). "He
manifested forth His glory, and His disciples believed on Him"
(John ii. 11), while scribes and Pharisees rejected, revilp.d and sought
to entrap Him. Judas, not Iscariot, inquired in "Wondering astonishment, "Lord, how is it that 'l'hon wilt manifest Thyself unto us
and not unto the world?" (John xiv. 22) to which no explanation
is given. Our Lord had already told them, "Unto you it is given
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to them that
are without, all these things are done in parables" (Mark iv. 11).
The eastern monarch, in the pride of his greatness, showed "the
riches of hi.'> glorious kingdom," but what was his wealth compared
with "the unsearchable riches of Christ" (Eph. iii. 8), "the exceeding
riches of His grace" (Eph. ii. 7), "the riches of His glory" (Rom.
ix. 23), or what the honour of his excellent majesty to vie with" the
glory that excelleth," the eternal majesty and "the excellencies
(1 Peter ii. 9, R. V.) of HilL" who is the blessed and only Potentate,
King of kings, and Lord of lords, who only hath immortality,
"whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom," unlike the throne of
Medes and Persians, which has been levelled with the dust in ages
past? How can we help getting glimpses of our King, though
faintly shadowed forth in ancient eastern grandeur 1 The analogy is
further traceable as we proceed with the hist-ory, and read, "And
when these days were expired [fulfilled, R.V.], the king made a feast
unto all the people that were present in Shushan the palace, both
to great and small." Did not our King "after the days were
fulfilled" make a feast unto all that were present in Jerusalem at
Pentecost, when it was said, "These men are full of new wine"? To
this feast all people [Lre invited, small and great, bond 01' free.
Ahasuerus held his feast "in the court of the garden of the king's
palace." Is not the Church of Christ our King" a garden enclosed"?
Are not the guests bidden to "enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise"? In order to enter the
garden of the King's palace we must first come into the court for
worship. The inspired penman goes on to describe the royal state
and luxurious furnishing according to eastern fashion and custom,
and we are persuaded that the Spirit of wisdom and revelation would
not have had these details recorded unless He designed to lead the
minds of those whom He guides into all truth to search and wait
for light upon these minute particulars, since "whatsoever things
were written aforetime, were written for our learning." Nothing in
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the Scriptmes is trivial or unimportant, therefore we are warranted
in looking for "the deep that coucheth beneath" where instruction
does not lie on the smface.
"Where were white, green, and blue hangings." The furniture of
even patriarchs' dwelling~ is but " household stuff," so there must be
divine purpose in describing these hangings and their various
colouring. As far as we know, the purposes for which hangings are
used are threefold: to shade the light without obscuring it, as with
white curtains; and by those of heavier texture and hue, to shelter
from the wind, or screen from observation. Behind the white hangings
we may get a glimpse of our King. "Who coverest Thyself with light
as with a garment, who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain"
(Psalm civ. 2), for no mortal man could behold His unveiled glory and
live; so He took the robe of humanity and shaded the efflllgence of
Deity, that we might approach the true Light, and our feeble vision be
able to contemplate His perfection who is "the brightness of the
Father's glory, the express image of His Person," whose righteousness is the only medium though which God can look at us with
favour and delight. This truth was couched under a similar figure
in the white linen curtains of the Tabernacle, which perfectly covered
all the upright boards which rested on the silver sockets (made
(Jut of the atonement money, the ransom price) as a firm foundation.
"He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). 'l'hus
viewed in Him, there is no spot, blemish, or any such thing seen in
us, and through this blessed intervening every guest at the King's
feast can "behold His face in righteousness," and be satisfied with it.
The imagery, in its typical light, would be incomplete without the
white hangings; the marvellous provision for the need of the subjects
of the great King. When He takes the favoured guest aside to commune with Him, the shade thus afforded is perfect without any
(Jbscurity. There is peculiar fitness in the green ones coming next.
It is ever so in our experience; the most glorious revelations of divine
truth are commonly made to us when there is much to remind us of
the transitory, fading, evanescent nature of earth's best and brightest
affording. "Lest we be exalted above measure" in being privileged
with such access to our King, such ind ulgence in His presence and
favour, our eyes must rest upon the withering grass and fading leaf,
toning the brilliance, and in strong contrast setting off that which
is permanent and enduring. There is also the shadow of the cross in
this drapery of green around the great King and His guests in this
garden court. "Where was a garden into the which Jesus entered
and His disciples," as it was read· on Good Friday, flashed the thought
of Gethsemane and its olive green shades, in mournful suggestiveness
of what that gloomy spot cost our King, and how much the fellowship
of His sufferings means to His loving subjects. Thorns, thistles and
bitter herbs are amongst the green things which the earth brings forth
to us since the fall of Adam. They furnished a crown, a scourge,
pricking scorn and piercing, and a bitter cup to the King of sufferers.
Surely the Divine Spirit delights to testify of Him! Blessed be the
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'Peacher who thus leads to the finding of Him behind the green
hangings !.
Adored be our gracious Sovereign, He would not have us dwell
too long upon the mournful hues of earth, but directs us, "Lift up
your eyes to the heavens" (Isaiah li. 6) -look upon the heavenly
blue that surrounds and encloses you! "Set your affections on
things aboye." Do we not find it thus, experimentally, in the court of
the garden of the King's palace here below; the three sets of
hangings, blended with royal design for the display of His glory and
grace, and adaptation to our capacities and need 1 Yonder, too,
amidst light transparent as crystal, and the radiance of heavenly
blue, there will be permanent green: "A rainbow round about
the throne, in sight like unto an emerald." The refraction of the
sun's rays, by the showers that fell upon them, with the dark
background of the cross, forms the rainbow glory of the Mernal
throne, the everlasting token of covenant love, never to be forgotten
by Jehovah or by us. "I will look upon it that I may remember"
(Gen. ix. 16). "Behold, a King shall reign in righteousness, and a
man shall be as an hiding-Flace from the wind, and a covert from
the tempest, as a shadow of a great rock in a weary land" (Isaiah
xxxii. 1, 2). As the guests grew weary of the scorching rays of an
eastern sun, how refreshing and grateful the shade of these
hangings, and how well adapted they were to screen from observation the groups who would retire to " speak often one to
another" of the bounty of their Sovereign, or be indulged with
His gracious Majesty, "to commune as friend with friend." " Oh !
the pure delight of a single hour" spent thus! How much more
a feast of seven days 1 The King has made ample provision for
private audiences (Matt. vi. 6). Don't let us forget to seek the
shade of the han&ings, "fastened with cords of fine linen and
purple to silver rings and pillars of marble." Here we pause again.
How could the Spirit of Truth be concerned to hand down to all
generations details of a mere matter of upholstery in a heathen
monarch's display of his greatness, unless He designed under this
imagery to teach the children of God some deep lessons, and in
their conscious ignorance say, powerfully, "Wisdom is the principal
thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding" 1 (Prov. iv. 7).
"If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and it shall be
given" (James i. 5).
Vain would the hangings be if only suspended on tenter hooks,
when a sudden gale blowing over the garden court might bring them
to the ground in a moment. No such disaster could arise, for they
were fastened. The very word tells of steadfast purpose-fastened with
cords of fine linen and purple.
The security of a cord is due to its
intertwined strength; "a threefold cord is not quickly broken"; fine
linen and purple, righteousness and blood mysteriously woven together
by the work of the Father in the Son (John xiv. 10), the Son in
the Father (verse 11), the Spirit proceeding from the Father, and
given without measure unto the Son (John iii. 34). Eternal purpose,
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redemptive love and grace, and effectual calling; a threefold cord, a
strong cable attached to rings of silver, another glimpse of atonement,
and conveying the idea of unending duration and adaptation to draw
the shade~ shelter, and screen around everyone desirous to be enclosed
thereby. "Fastened to pillars of marble." The strength, the beauty
and enduring character of marble pillars strikingly sets forth the
permanence of the security; cords, rings, pillars, the fastening is
perfect in its details. The great King's stores could supply no stronger
materials; nor is there any imagery that would set forth more
durable characteristics.
"The beds were of gold and silver." These couches, affordiug repose
for the people when they had delightedly roamed amid the beauties of
the palace garden, composed as they were of the most beautiful,
enduring, and costliest materials, cannot but remind us of what rest
for us cost our King. Gold and silver are required to set forth the
exquisitely valuable, delightful, f.nd imperishable rest that remaineth to
the people of God.
Our King purchased for us rest, yea, perfect
repose, the quality of which is purified and refined in the furnace, and
its intrinsic worth will never be any less. "We which have believed do
enter into rest." "The beds were of gold and silver."
" Upon a pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black marble.'"
In order to conduce to perfect rest and ease, the beds were not set
upon gravel walks, nor upon earth or turf that might sink beneath
the weight, as old crazy wood flooring or plaster will do, but upon a
firm pavement of marble, strong, permanent, even-a solid foundation.
Now, we know that "other foundation can no man lay thhn that is
laid, which is Jesus Christ." "Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay
in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone,
a sure foundation" (Isaiah xxviii. 16). As the Apostle Peter explains
this in reference to Him, we can have no hesitation in saying" we see
Jesus" here. Further coincidence is in the fact that our King was
brought "into a place that is called the Pavement, but in the
Hebrew, Gabbatha," the place of judgment, that there He might be a
tried stone; and though Pilate could find no fault in Him, "no, ndr
Yflt Herod," yet was He condemned to death, that there might be
"no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." Thus judged,
condemned, and crucified for us, He could say of the agonies of the
cross, "Neither is -there any rest in my bones because of my sin.
For mine iniquities are gone over my head: as an heavy burden they
are too heavy for me" (Psalm xxxviii. 3, 4), because "the Lord hath
laid on Him the iniquity of us all," that we heavy laden sinners might
obey His gracious call, "Come unto Me, and I will give you rest; and
ye shall find rest unto your sou,ls." Thus the Pavement beneath His
people yields them perfect rest.
Now, notice how the colours of the stones of the pavement in the
King's court take their hues from Him, in harmony with the sweet
promise, "Behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay
thy foundations ,,,ith sapphires" (Isaiah liv. 11).
There is first red-" It is the blood that maketh atonement for the
soul"· (Levit. xvii. 11). There is no foundation for a sinner's hope
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but in the atonement, for "without shedding of blood is no remission" (Heb. ix. 22). In the blood of the Lamb of God is the
solid basis of rest from sin; its guilt, condemnation, and power.
Then there is the blue-the heavenly character of our Saviour's
obedience unto death; His perfect love to God, and delight to do
the will of His Father; His intense love to man, to the souls He
came to redeem. This is "as it were a paved work of a sapphire
stone, and as it were the body of heaven in its clearness," which
Moses saw "under his feet" (Exod. xxiv. 10). What a glorious
view he must have had of our Lord's heavenly walk on earth, and
the transparent perfection of His righteousness as commensUl:ate
with the law he had just received (chap. xx.). When he had that
vision of the God·Man on Mount Sinai and" saw the God of Israel"
(see John i. 18), he was again permitted to converse with Him "of
His decease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem," and to
behold His transfigured glory when those same feet stood upon the
holy mount. How marvellous, how transcendent His goodness to
show us, in the blue marble of the pavement, that He lays it as the
foundation beneath us! "I will lay thy foundations with sapphires."
Next comes the white marble-just what we may look for after the
laying of the other two-the pure white that follows the cleansing
blood and justifying righteousness. The sanctifying work of the
Divine Spirit, applying the precious blood, purifying the heart by
faith; the "washing of water by the Word" continually keeps the
conscience clean, enabling the sinner to "put on Christ" and be
found in His righteousness. The seamless robe, "woven from the top
throughout," is pure and solid ground of peace and repose, for if
anything depended upon ourselves we should be restlessly shaken
by every wind as the trees of the wood! But wherefore the black
marble? It may be that when our eyes rest on the pure ,,,hite of
the pavement beneath us, we may never forget how black and
defiled we were. "I am black but comeh'" should ever be our
langqage.
Further, it is the King's o\\:n design and pattern.
When our God erects a platform whereon to display His majesty
and grace, He forms the dark background: "And the bow shall be
seen in the cloud;" "He layeth the beams of His chamber8 in the
waters" (Psalm civ. 3) of affiiction that \Ye may say, "The King
hath brought me into His chambers" (Sol. Song i. 4).
" He
made darkness His secret place; His pa,ilion round about Him
were dark waters and thick clouds of the sky" (Psalm xviii. 11). In
the chequered circumstances of our daily life, He ordains such
mysteriously black providences to arise as threaten to destroy the
foundation on which our rest is based, but are in reality essential
to the permanence of it. So the dark, gloomy, perplexing dispensa.
tions take from under us all other dependence, that we may fully
realize that "underneath are the everlasting arms!" Assurance
of faith comes in the fiery trial of it; assurance of hope in the
testing time; and the full assurance of understanding in the realization of the mysterious Presence wrestling with us, but putting
strength to prevail in us in the black night of conflict and distress,
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so that henceforth the language of uncertainty concerning the soul's
state before God, I hope, is exchanged for the firm confidence of
established peace. "I know· whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto
Him against that day" (2 Tim. i. 12). We appeal to the experience
of the children of God. Could the black be dispensed with in the
formation of a solid, stable foundation? The black bits in mosaic
enhance the beauty of all the other colours, and compacted together
they blend to produce a perfect design, Was there ever such a
display of the glorious attributes of J ehovah, and pre-eminently His
love, as, when enveloped in the blackness of darkness at noonday, the
Son of God hung suspended on the cross, a spectacle to heaven and
to earth ~ "Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to
enter into His glory ~ " So there is a "need be " for the black
mingling in the pavement beneath us. "If need be" (1 Peter i. 6)"Last eve I prayed, 'Lord, take those clouds awa,y !'
Now I say, 'Lord, if needful, let them stay;'
God watcheth, and will send the sun
When clouds their perfect work have done!"
Let us often visit the Pavement, and ask our heavenly Teacher
to give us fresh lessons there as He sees us able to bear them!

Leicester.

MARY.

(To be contimted.)

'l'HE PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST IN AFFLICTION.
a dear afflicted child of God can say, looking back upon all the
way the Lord has led him, "I can thank Him for the swelling surge,
can bless Him for the wintry blast, can praise Him for the falling blow
that veiled the sky and smote the idol. Chastening seasons are teaching
seasons j suffering times are Christ.endearing times j trying dispensa·
tions are purifying processes in the experience of the godly. Earth
may have lost a tie, but heaven has gained an attraction. The creature
has left a blank, but Christ has come and filled it. Re,erse has made
you poor, but the treasures of Divine love have enriched you. In a
precious Jesus you have more than found what you have lost j and if
in the world you have encountered tribulation, in Him you have found
peace. 0 sweet sorrow! 0 sacred grief! that enthrones and enshrines
my Saviour more pre-eminently and deeply in my soul I-Winslow.

MANY

No marvel if the worldling escapes earthly afflictions. God corrects
him not, because He loves him not. Hc is base-born. God will
not do him the favour to whip him.
'l'he world afflicts him not,
because it loves him j for each one is indulgent to his own. God
uses not the rod where He means to use the sword. 'rhe pillory
or scourge is for those malefactors who shall escape execution.-~p. Hall. [Selected by A. M. TOPLADY.]
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PASTORAL NO'l'ES.
THE UNBELIEFOF THOMAS.
"Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thmt hast seen Me, thou hast
believed,. blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed."JOHN xx. 29.
THOMAS was not present with his fellow-disciples when the Saviour
first appeared to them after His resurrection, and conseqllently, when
his fellow-disciples said to him, "We have seen the Lord," he would
not believe them; and he said, "Except I see in His hands the print of
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into His side, I will not believe." On the following Sabbath Day,
however, when Jesus appeared to them again, Thomas was with them,
and Jesus said to him, "Reach hither thy finger, and behold :JIy
hands, and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into ~Iy side; and be
not faithless, but believing." Thomas answered and said, "My Lord
and my God." Jesus saith unto him, "Thomas, because thou hast
seen Me, thou hast believed; blessed are they that have not seen, and
yet have believed."
We may notice, in reference to this unbelief of Thomas, that it
wasI.-UNREASONABLE. Had not the Saviour distinctly foretold to His
disciples all that had come to pass? Had He not said to them, as
they came up with Him to .Jerusalem, "The Son of Man is about to
be betrayed into the hands of sinners, and they shall kill Him; and
the third day He shall rise again?" Had not Thomas heard Him say,
at the time of the Last Supper, "A little while, and ye shall not see
Me; and again a little while, and ye shall see Me, because I go to the
Father. I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your
joy no man taketh from you"? Had Thomas not seen for himself his
Master perform the most marvellous miracles, in raising the dead, and
casting out devils, in stilling the waves of the sea, and healing all
kinds 9f sickness and disease, so that he ought to ha,e been convinced,
without the shadow of a doubt, that He was not merely l[an, but also
God; and that therefore neither evil men, Satan, death, hell, nor the
grave could have any dominion over Him 1 Had he not heard the
Saviour distinctly speak of Himself as being "the Resurrection and the
Life," and heard Him say that the time I,as coming when" all that
are in the graves shall hear His voice," and shall come forth to
renewed life? Surely his unbelief, then, was absolutely unreasonable,
and his reason ought to have induced him to believe his fellowdisciples' statement rather than to doubt it. Their statement, too,
was not the testimony of strangers, who had not known the Saviour,
but it was the testimony of those who had known Him well, and who,
therefore, could not easily be deceived. We say, then, that his un belief
was unreasonable. So also is unbelief unreasonable in many other
cases. We hear sometimes of " the contest between faith and reason,"
as if the one were antagonistic to the other; whereas there ought to
be, or really is, no such antagonism. Sound faith is founded upon
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reason, and upon the soundest reason. U nbelief is often founded upon
the want of reason, or upon unsound reason.
See the case of the sceptic who professes to disbelieve in the
existence of a Divine and Almighty Creator.
If he looks up to the
heavens and studies them; if he observes the wonderful order and
arrangement of the celestial bodies, their enormous size, their brightness and glory, their extraordinary and absolutely inconceivable
number, and their adaptation for the use of such beings as man;
and if he thinks of the mighty power which must have placed them
in their orbits, and arranged them in thE-ir several positions, his
reason must lead him to conclude that they cannot be the result of
chance work-that they cannot have made themselves, or placed·
themselves in their positions-but that a wondrous Hand has made
and placed them, and that that Hand must be a Divine one. If he
concludes otherwise, he must simply be -as the Bible calls him-a
" fool."
Similarly, if he looks around him and observes the marvellous and
almost innumerable evidences of skill, of forethought, and of intention,
of adaptation to certain purposes, and of wisdom and goodness in the
works of creation in the world around him-nay, if he only studies
his own body, and sees those evidences as they exist in it, his reason
must bring him to the same conclusion, if his reason be sound at
all.
Let him look at a baby's hand. What more wonderful and beautiful
object is there in the world 1 See those tiny fingers, each with their
several joints, with their minutest of veins, and muscles, and bones,
and ligaments, and nails; with their different capacities and ease of
movement; with their tender and beautifully rounded flesh, covered
with soft and delicate skin, and exquisitely sensitive to the slightest
touch; let him consider the whole formation of that tiny hand,
adapted evidently for various uses and purposes, and surely only a
fool could say that that baby's hand could have made itself, or that it
could have been the outcome of fortuitous chances. In such a case
faith in a Divine and Almighty Creator is reasonable, but unbelief is
utterly unreasonable.
And in many other cases also. In the case of the Holy Scriptures:
Is it not reasonable to suppose that as we are intelligent creatures,
formed by a Divine and beneficent Creator, He would be likely to
make known His will to us, and give us directions as to the performance of that will1 and that therefore we might expect that He
would furnish us with some such books as the Holy Scriptures 1
. And then, respecting those Scriptures, have we not millions of living
witnesses-in the people of the Jews-testifying to the absolute
verity of the Old Testament, as well as extenslve collateral evidence
of it furnished from existing ancient monuments 1 and is it not plain
that the New Testament is so intimately connected with the Old that
the one is founded upon the other, and that the two together form one
harmonious whole 1 Have we not the testimony also of millions of
credible witnesses, who have believed in and loved those sacred books,
. who have felt and acknowledged their wonderful power; and who

2

F

394

The Gospel Magazine.

have lived and died in the full belief that they are the very words
of God 1 Surely, faith in this case is reasonable, and unbelief is
.absolutely unreasonable.
But have not we also ourselves sometimes practically shown the
same unreasonableness 1 We have given way to doubts and unbelief,
when those doubts and unbelief have been absolutely unreasonable.
We have doubted our Father's love, when there was no reason
whatever that we should doubt it. Instead of doubting that love,
would it not be far more reasonable to believe that it is, like
Himself, unchanging and unchangeable, and to remember that He
assures us that He " rests" in that love, and that it is " everlasting "1
We have doubted, perhaps, our interest in Christ; but is not
that interest included in a Covenant which is "ordered in all things,
and sure" 1 We have doubted the wisdom or kindness of our
Father's providential dealings with us; but have we 'not had
abundant reason to believe th'l.t He is "too wise to err, and too
good to be unkind" 1 He has delivered us out of many difficulties,
and comforted us in many troubles; but when fresh difficulties have
. arisen, and fresh troubles have come, we have refused to believe
that He was able or willing to deliver us again, or to comfort us
again. Was this reasonable 1 Was it not absolutely unreasonable 1
We have anticipated troubles and feared the future; would it not
have been far more reasonable to have said, "My times are in His
hand; I will leave them "ith Him; and I will trust, and not be
afraid '> 1 ·,;,.,re have perhaps anticipated death with terror, and we
have keenly feared the exigencies of a dying hour; but would it
not be more reasonable to rely upon His promises, and believe that
although He does not give His children grace for a dying hour in
a living hour, He does certainly give it to them in a dying hour
according to all their need 1 Oh, how often have our fears and
unbelief been unjust and unreasonable, whereas simple confidence
and faith would have been clearly just and reasonable!
But observe thatH.-THOMAS WANTED TO BELIEVE. His unbelief was very different
from that of the Scribes and Pharisees. They did not want to
believe. They had had abundant reason to believe in Christ, and
yet they were not willing to do so, because they were not willing
to aubmit to His authority; and therefore, merely as an excuse,
,they asked for further evidence. But Thomas only hesitated to
believe, because he thought that the news was too good to be true.
He wanted to be quite certain that it was true, and then he was
quite willing to believe it. Are there not many persons like him 1
They want to believe. There is nothing that they desire more than
to possess a full and an unwavering faith. They long to know their
interest in Christ, and to depend implicitly from day to day upon
His love, His promises, His words, and His work. They want to
believe, but they cannot. What shall they do? Let them particularly noticeHL-THE WAY IK WHICH THE SAVIOUR TREATED THOUAS. Thomas's
unbelief was unreasonable, but did the Saviour treat him accordingly?
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Did He sterply rebuke him, and say, "Thomas, you have disbeljeved
My words, and acted as if I had been a liar. You have shown that
you cannot trust Me, and therefore you shall no longer be numbered
amongst My disciples" ~ Or did He scornfully take no notice of him,
and thus silently rebuke him ~ No. He would not "break the
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax," but gently and tendf'rly,
by a few wise and appropriate words, He removed all his doubts,
and restored to him instead an assured and an abiding faith. " Reach
hither thy finger," He said, "and behold my hands, and reach hither
thy hand, and thrust it into My side; and be not faithless, but
believing." And Thomas answered, "My Lord and my God." Let
doubting ones who want to believe, but cannot, bring all their
doubts to that same gracious Saviour, and let them tell Him all
about them; let them remember that He has infinite ability to
clear up those doubts, and to remove them; let them regard Him
as being the "Author and Finisher of their faith"; let them be
assured that He is the same gentle, sympathising Master now that
He was when He thus treated Thomas, and they will find that their
doubts will vanish away.
Lastly, observeIV.-TRE SPECIAL BLESSING HERE PRQ}[lSED.-" Blessed are they
that have not seen, and yet have believed." - Is not this promised to
us ~ We have had no opportunity yet of seeing our beloved Master
with our bodily eyes. We believe that we shall so see Him by-andby with these very eyes, but we have not been privileged yet to do
so; the heavens have not yet been opened to us, nor have we been
permitted to behold any of the things which are "unseen and
eternal"; but nevertheless we believe in that beloved Master, and in
those unseen things. If so, we are entitled to a special blessing.
Such faith, although it be weak and imperfect, will be honoured and
rewarded, not according to its merits, but according to 0111' dear
Master's infinite love and goodness. Surely this faith is ours, beloved,
is it not ~ Then the blessing is ours; and we can endorse for ourselves
most heartily the sweet words of J OSEPR J ORl' GURl'EY'S -deeply
expressive hymn"We 'saw Thee not when Thou didst come
To this poor world of sin and death,
Nor e'er beheld Thy cottage home
In that despised Nazareth;
But we believe Thy footsteps trod
Its streets and plains, Thou Son of God.
" And now that Thou dost reign on high,
And thence Thy waiting-people bless,
No ray of glory from the sky
Doth shine upon our wilderness;
But we believe Thy faithful word,
And trust in our redeeming Lord."
It is stated that the celebrated Dr. ARNOLD received his "homecall" very suddenly, and when he received it, he laid down upon a
couch, and clasping his hands together, and' raising his eyes heaven2 F 2
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wards, his lips moved for some time as if in earnest, silent prayer;
and then, ere he departed, he exclaimed aloud, "Blesded are they that
have not seen, and yet have believed." We do not know what
thoughts padsed through that good man's mind at that solemn time;
but it seems probable that they may have been something like these:
~"My call has come; my life is at its close; I am on the point of
entering into the eternal world; and yet I ha'l:e no outward manifestation of it. The heavens are not opened to me, as they were to
Stephen, nor do I yet see Jesus. But I believe in Him as my Master,
my Saviour, and my God, and so, according to His own gracious
assurance, I am blessed, because He said that 'Blessed are they that
have not seen, and yet have believed.''' Sweet assurance! Blessed
hope!
In some cases, on the other hand, there seems to be some outward
manifestation granted, ere the spirit leaves the body; and the eyes
are opened, like as in the case of Elisha's servant, to behold unseen
things. For example, the father of the late CANON HUGH STOWELL,
of Manchester, seems to have had a marvellous view or vision on his
deathbed of heaven and its glory. The physicians who attended him
said that his intellect was perfectly clear, and the manner in which he
described the scenes which he saw confirmed their statement; but his
description was so beautiful, so wonderful, so glorious, that it seemed
to be beyond human understanding.
Similarly, a touching story is related in connection with a dying
soldiei' in the present \\-ar in South Africa. During and after the
battle at Elands-Laagte, two surgeons were bnsily engaged in attending
to the poor wounded soldiers on the field of battle from four o'clock
in the afternoon until about midnight. All the wounded who could
be moved had by the latter time been sent to the ambulance
waggons and tents, and the surgeons were attending to~as they
though~the last case left on the battle-field; when one of them
thought that he heard a cry in the distance, and tracing it, he
found that it came from a poor wounded Highlander, who was lying
behind a boulder near the summit of the hill where the fiercest part
of the battle had raged. The poor fellow was unconsci:ms, although
he uttered a cry every now and then; but as the surgeon examined
his wounds he recovered consciousness, and eagerly asked him who
he was. He told him; and then he asked, "Have you been here
before, sir, to-night 7" " No," the slugeon answered, "not exactly
here, although I have been almost all over the battle-field; but why
do you ask 7" " Because somebody was here before, and he looked so
tenderly at me, and he laid his hand so gently upon my shoulder, and
spoke so kindly." "What did he say 7" the surgeon asked. " He
said, 'Come unto Me, and I will give you rest.' Do you think, sir,
that it was Jesus 7" Again the poor fellow relapsed into unconsciousness, and the surgeon watched him by the light of his lantern, for he
saw that he had not long to live, as he was mortally wounded, and he
felt a special intel'est in him, because he discovered that he was a hero
who had gained the coveted distinction of the Victoria Cross.
Presently the poor soldier's consciousness returned; he opened his eyes,
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and with a delighted expression he exclaimed, "There! there He is
again! He is beckoning to me. I am coming." And as he was
endeavouring to raise himself up, the blood burst forth afresh from
his wounds, and he expired. Whether this was a vision or not we
cannot tell; but is it incredible to imagine that the dear Saviour may
sometimes reveal Himself to some at least of His beloved ones ere'
they pass into the future life 1 Does He not say to them individually,
" I will not, I will not leave thee; I will never, never, never forsake
thee" 1 and must not the Ark of the Covenant, symbolizing the
presence of a Covenant God, stay in the bed of the river Jordan until
all the covenant people have" clean passed over" 1 He must be very
near to them then as they pass through that river, and if they are
permitted thus to see Him and realize His presence, who can say how
much it may encourage, cheer, and comfort them 1
Hatjord Recto'ry, Faringdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 1900.
WE proposed to undertake work in connection with the Paris
Exhibition, says the official organ of the Trinitarian Bible Society,
but only because of its bringing thither people from all parts of the
world, who, without our having to pay carriage, would take the
Scriptures back with them. But the response to our appeal has
been exceedingly small, compared with what has been contributed in
former years for similar undertakings. This may arise from the
present strained relations between the press and the people of the
two countries. The scandalous return that France is making for the
£300,000 subscribed for them by the English nation after their war
with Germany, has alienated all sympathy with them and with their
proposed Exhibition. English people hardly care whether it succeeds
or not. vVe fear this has affected the special contribution to our
proposed fund, for little more than £200 had been given up to
November 30th. Our r~aders will remember that we made no
appeal for any special amount of money or number of books, and
that we proposed to carry out the worK: "as far as the necessary
funds are contributed." These were not sufficient to give the order
we mentioned, so that now we shall have to keep the fund open and
do such work as we may be enabled.

DOUBTING and timid Christians are prone to write bitter things
against themselves, having eyes blinded by tears, like Hagar, from
seeing the fountain of comfort close at hand,-Bowes.
THY love, precious Jesus, "is better than wine," than treasures, than
friends, than riches, than all things.
Thy love is a dateless,
boundless love. A chain it is, without beginning, without end, which in
eternity bound all Thy chosen people to Thyself, in bonds so indissoluble, that to eternity they are safe in Thee.-Gilead.
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LORD ROBERTS.
"1'r is not by any means generally known," says the Echo, "that LORD
ROBER'l'S is in fellowship with the Strict Baptists, and whenever he is
in London may be seen among the worshippers in the little chapel of
the Baptist denomination in Gower Street." "It is a noticeable thing,"
the Echo adds, "that religious men in the Army are very frequently
associated with the most pronounced forms of Evangelical Calvinism."
Miss GER1'RUDE GREY, writing of the Christian COj\DIANDER-IN-CHIEF
in. South Africa, in the April Sunday Magazine, says:" His one aim is to live so as to show forth the religion of his Lord
and Master in his life, in pursuance of the idea which he holds very
firmly, that 'actions speak louder tban words.'
"But it must not be thougbt that LORD ROBERTS is afraid to
declare his convictions when occasion requires. He is ne-er backward
in declaring his profound belief in the Bible, and there is not a shadow
of doubt that the British officers of the present day have a regard ani
respect for sacred things, even when they do not believe in them,
which they certainly would not have had but for the manly faith of
'Bobs.'
" As Commander-in-Chief of the troops in India LORD ROBER1'S held
a position in wbich he could exercise a vast influenee, favourably or
unfavourably, as regards Gospel and temperance work amongst the
men under his control. To bis bonour be it said, that he not only
gave his moral influence to the side of goodness, but ,,-as e,er foremost
in promoting Christian work of all kinds.
" The practical outcome of LORD ROBERTS' Christianity has been
his splendid work for temperance amongst the soldiers. . . . He
heartily and actively supported the Army Teruperance Association,
and it was due to his efforts that the canteens became cofIee-houses as
much as drinking shops. With this great reform a mighty stride
was made in temperance work, and henceforth abstainers became
far more common than they had been.
"It was LORD ROBER'l'S, too, who really brought about the establishment of reading-rooms and the like in barracks and camps for the
private soldiers. Nearly a third of the men of tbe British Arm,f in
India are tcetotalers at the present time, wbereas in former days,
before the reform of the canteens, the establisbment of reading-rooms,
and other healthy institutions, it was the exception to come across a
total abstainer.
"It is interesting to note as an instance of the influence which such
a. man as LORD ROBERTS has on the service, that there are at the
present time nearly twice the number of officers in the British Army
who conduct evangelistic services and preach to their men, and also to
civilians, than there were a quarter of a century ago. But what is still
more marked is tbat no other regiment or branch of the service has
produced, or can show at the present time, so many .active Christian
This is usually attributed in the Amy to
workers as the artillery.
the fact that' Bobs' , influence still works in the branch of the service
with which he was connected."
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SCRIPTURE READERS' SOCIETY FOR IRELAND.
IT is now approaching eighty years since this valuable agency for
the evangelization of the masses of the Irish people was founded,
during which long period its work has been extensively blessed, not
only to Roman Catholics, but also among the widely scattered
Protestant populations in the south and west of the island. Recent
reports of the Society's operations received by us from Dublin are
full of encouragement, and, with cordial desire to make more widely
known in England the important work which is being done, we quote
a few passages from letters which have been placed in our hands.
These letters, written by the Scripture Readers themselves, and
addressed to the Society's 8ecretary (Captain JAMES KEARNEY
WHITE), show the methods adopted to bring the Gospel before the
people.
) One of the agents writes :-" It will interest you to have a few
particulars of the work here. When visiting in the Co. Kilkenny, a
gatekeeper on a railway crossing was much interested in a conversation on Jeremiah xvii. 9, and Matthew xv. 19. Indeed, I could see
that he was more than pleased to converse on these and similar
subjects. A farmer remarked to me that the British were getting
plenty to do in South Africa.
I turned the conversation to
Luke i1. 13, 14, Isaiah ix. 6, and Matthew xxii. 39. A short time ago
two. Roman Catholic boys repeated to me a verse of Scripture
(Hebrews xiii. 8) I had taught them two months before. In conversation with a Roman Catholic man-a stonecutter by trade-on various
portions of the Bible, he said, ' If those who are agitating for a Stateendowed University would endeavour to have the youth of Ireland
instructed in the Bible, of which they know so very little, it would be
far more advantageous for the majority of Irishmen, who are chiefly
composed of farmers A.nd workmen, and for whom another University
would be a useless, expensive, and unnecessary thing.'" Another
Scripture reader, writing from his field of operations, says, "I th,tnk
God His work here goes on steadily. I had occasion to go into D-last week to see a person'who is in danger of joining the Church of
Rome. His wife is a Roman Catholic. I saw them both after six in
the evening, when he came home from his work. I read a portion
of Scripture, pointing out the only one way of access to God, through
Jesus Christ, and the woman listened with marked attention. They
are living in a house with Roman Catholics, and he told me that, if it
was possible for him to get a small house they would be free from
Rome's influence, and his wife would probably leave Rome altogether.
If this could be followed up, God might be pleased to use our dear
old Society in bringing them from darkness to the glorious Gospel of
light and joy."
The cases quoted refer, as it will be seen, to mission work among
individuals-a very important, Christ-like work. But the operations of
the Readers extend to whole masses of the people, as sailors in the ports.
and inmates of the hospitals and workhouses, while meetings are held
of a kind suited to the special needs of each locality. It may be
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supposed that no small tact and self-discipline are requisite in the
Society's agents in their dealings with Roman Catholics, and that
these qualifications are conspicuous in the Readers is proved by the
fact that police protection has never to be sought by them in their
work. Upon this point we refer to the testimony of the Rev. Dr.
SPENCE, of Belfast, who has had special opportunities of observing
the methods of the Readers in his own locality. He has said :-" So
far as I know, there is no door shut in the face of the Scripture
Reader. No matter to what party in the Church the family may
belong, the Reader, coming void of controversy, finds no one who will
not gladly receive ann welcome him. If a man sounds a trumpet
before him, and announces on a large placard that he is going to
preach the Gospel in a Roman Catholic neighbourhood, no doubt he
will be met with opposition fierce and strong. But if he simply goes
with a Bible in his hand, from door to door, and from house to house,
he will get a hearty welcome, and I have never known an instance in
which the door has been shut in his face, or of his having been turned
away without an opportunity of delivering his message. I have known
cases in which the Scripture Reader has been taken by the button
hole, and brought in from the street, and the button-holer has said,
, Now sit down and tell us your good news;' but they do not want the
light of public opinion thrown on them."
It may be added that the Scripture Readers' Society for Ireland is
absolutely a Lay Society, and that there is not a solitary clergyman
deriving a penny of salary from the funds contributed. All the funds
subscribed are devoted to the purpose for which they are intendedthe employment of simple laymen, ,ery much of the class arn.:>ngst
whom they go, but whose hearts are touched with the E,ing power of
the Holy Spirit, who understand the ways of the people, and can in a
language, "understanded. by the people," preach to them the good
news of God's salvation. The Evangelistic efforts the Society carries
on have for very many years been familiar to the writer of these lines,
and he earnestly commends it to the sympathy and support 0f English
Christians.
THE LATE REV. DR. DOUDNEY'S WORKS.
IN order to give those readers of the :JIAGAZIKE who do not possess
copies of the late revered Dr. DOUDXE1'S books an opportunity
to obtain them at a cheap rate, Messrs. IV. H. and L. COLLINGRIDGE
have decided, as from May 1st, to dispose of the few copies they have
on their hands at greatly reduced prices~ All the books formerly sold
at one shilling each will in future be charged at sixpence only, and
the popular booklets can now be had in cheap assorted packets. Our
readers will find a list of these publications in an advertisement on the
wrapper this month, with the reduced prices affixed. We have no
doubt that the liberal offer made by the Publishers will be appreciated
by our friends who know the spiritual value of the late beloved Editor's
writings, and desire to circulate sound Gospel truth among those who
know it not.

The Gospel Magazine.

401

THE COWPER CENTENARY.
THE lOath anniversary of the death of the poet COWPER was celebrated on Wednesday, April 25th, in the quiet little town of Olney,
where he lived more years than in any other place. The celebrations
attracted admirers of the poet from all parts of the country. A scene
of brightness and activity prevailed, the decorated streets being filled
with pilgrims j COWPER'S favourite colours, buff and green, were very
generally worn.
The day's proceedings commenced with a pilgrimage in the morning
to "The Wilderness," at W eston Underwood, now rented by Mr.
W. A. ATTENBOROUGH. 1t is a delightful bit of woodland. The
spot contains several old monuments, moss-covered and ivy-clad, some
of them bearing engraved couplets from COWPER'S pen. The most conspicuous object in "The Wilderness" is the Gothic Temple, now in a
deplorably ruinous state, where COWPER and NEIVTOK often sat together,
and held picnics with the poet's congenial lady cousins. A visit to
COWPER'S summer-house at Olney was the next item in the day's
programme. It is a curiolls little structure at the rear of the poet's
house, and looks as though the poet had only just stepped out of it.
The table in the summer-house is the one that COWPER used, and it
has a barber's block upon it, whereon his wig hung when he was at
work in hot weather. The visitors' book on the table contains many
notable names, from America especially, and the white-plastered walls
are covered with the pencil-scribblings of the thousands who have
come to pay their devotions at this little shrine of the poet. After
this little place had been visited, six hundred children of Olney
Mrs. E. EVANS delivered an
assembled before COWPER'S house.
address on "COWPER and Animals," the children sang' "God moves
in a mysterious way," and were each presented with books on
COWPER and a copy of his poems from the Religious '\.'ract Society
and Ml'. W. T. STEAD. The chief event of the day was that where
Mr. W. H. COLLI~GRIDGE formally presented to the town and nation
the poet's house and an adjoining property, and it was pq,blicly
opened as a COWPER and NEWTON Museum.
In the afternoon meetings were held in the Congregational Chapel
and the Baptist Chapel, where addresses having special reference to the
poet were delivered. Mr. W, W. CARLILE, M.P., presided in the Congregational Chapel, which was crowded. Addresses were given by Mr.
CLEMEN'I.' SHORTER, on "The Sanity of COWPER," and by Mr. T. WRIGHT,
on "Unpublished Material concerning CO,,"PER." Mr. W. RYLAND
ADKINS next gave an address on "COWPER'S Place in Literature,"
which he considered should be in the very forefront of eighteenthcentury writers.
The Rev. J. P. LANGLEY, the Vicar, proposed a vote of thanks to
Mr. COLLINGRIDGE for his very generous gift to the town of COWPER'S
house and all the contents. The Rev. G. F. SAMS, Rector of EmbertJn,
seconded the vote, which was passed with three cheers, and, after
an appropriate acknowledgment by Mr. COLLINGRIDGE, the meeting
terminated.
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In the evening a special service was held in the parish church,
where DEAN F ARRAR preached a special sermon.

The Times, in a leading article on the day of the celebration,
dealing with the COWPER Centenary, referred to JOHN NEWTON as
COWPER'S" evil genius." Professor HANDLEY MOULE promptly entered
a remonstrance against this decidedly unjust statement. He wrote to
the Times as follows :-" Allow a life-long student and lover of COWPER
to thank you for your article of April 25th, with its fine appreciation
of that true poet and true Englishman. Not least am I grateful for
your protest against treating his memory with a mere complacent
and pitying patronage. 'Is not "The Task" a noble poem ~' writes
his contemporary, ROBER'f BURNS. It is, indeed. Has our 18th century
poetry anything stronger or more elevated in thought and manner
than the first few hundred lines of "rhe Time Piece,' or richer in
a large variety of beauty and eloquence than' The Winter Walk at
Noon' ~ To speak of COWPER'S lyrics, are there many finer short
poems of last century (to speak of it only) than 'The Castaway,'
where the darkness of the feeling seems only to energize the force
and distinction of the expression ~
"But allow me, with all respect, to appeal against one passage in
your article, where JOHN NEWTON is called COWPER'S 'evil genius.'
Is this quite just 7 I cannot think that COWPER was the worse for
the friendship of a man (never known by him till long after his
malady had declared itself) to whom, alike in his brighter and in
his troubled days, he turned with strong affection as to the kindliest
as well as most Christian of bosom companions.
They had an
occasional cheery quarrel over the tobacco pipe, which NEWTOX loved
and COWPER hated, but I think over nothing else; certainly not over
literature. NEWTON had strong literary instincts and sympathies,
and rejoiced in COWPER'S fine work. Without NEWTON we should
never probably have had one of COWPER'S hymns. It is easy to label
NEWTON'S theology gloomy; but the theologian was eminently a
sensible and a happy man, while being, in Mr. LEeRY'S words, 'one
of the most devoted and singlehearted of Curistian :JIinisters.'
"I am, sir, your obedient servant,
"Cambridge, April 26th."
"H. C. G. MOULE."

THE COWPER MUSEUM.
It should be added that part of the afternoon proceedings at the
Centenary. Celebration consisted in devoting a portion of COWPER'S
house to the purposes of a " COWPER and NEWTON MUSEUM." A large
collection of interesting relics of the two authors of the "Olney
Hymns" will be placed in these apartments, already numerous
interesting mementos having -been presented. For an enumeration of
these we have not space, but the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZniE
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will, we know, be gratified to peruse the following list of gifts
generously presented by Mr. WILLIAM HILL COLLINGRIDGE : 1. Cowper, Mrs. Unwin and Lady Austen in the Parlour at Olney.
Oil painting.
2. Cowper holding an egg and boiling his watch! Oil painting.
3. Framed views of Cowper's House, Weston, and Yardley Oak.
4. An East view of Yardley Oak. From painting by James Andrews
of Olney, Cowper's" Michael Angelo."
.
5. Copy of a Portrait by Romney in the National Pertrait Gallery,
said to represent Cowper.
6. View in. Olney, Bucks, Sept., 1819. By James Storer.
7. Cowper's House, painted on silk.
8. The original manuscript of Yardley Oak. (A very preCious relic.)
9. The famous Diaryof Samuel Teedon, Schoolmaster of Olney. (MS.)
10. Olney Hymns, 1st. Edition.
11. Memoir of the Early Life of William Cowper. 2nd Edition, 1816.
12. Early Poems of William Cowper. Published at the instance of
J ames Oroft.
13. Oowper's First Y olume of Poems. 1st Edition, 1782.
14. Origmal Letter of Rev. John Newton, 26 July, 1799.
15. Original Letter of Rev. John Newton, 26 May, 1794. TOIRichard
Hansard.
16. Original Lett-er of Rev. John Newton to Rev. Joshua Symonds of
Bedford.
17. Original Letter of Rev. John Newton (28 Nov. 1797). To an old
servant, Mrs. Anne Cavi.
18. Newton's own interleaved copy of his Letters to a Wife. With many
pages of notes in his own handwriting.
19. Private Thoughts by William Beveridge with Newton's Autograph.
20. Letters of John Newton to Rev. W. Barless, London 1819.
21. Hayley's Life of Oowper (Quarto). Inserted in this Volume are:~
(1). Letter to James Storer from Johnny of Norfolk, 19 January,
1822.
(2). Letter to James StoreI' from Johnny of Norfolk, 24 April,
1822.
(3). Autograph of Oowper.
(4). Cowper's Shadow
(5). Letter of W. Wilson, Cowper's Wig-maker.
(6). Sketch of Oowper's Tomb by Mrs. Lathbury.
(7). Engraving of Oowper's Tomb.
22. Materials towards a Life of Oowper. Contains copies of 16 letters
fi'om Oowper to Lady Throgmorton.
23. Letters of Van Lier. 1722. Translated by Oowper.
24. Poems of Madame Guion. Translated by Oowper, 1801.
25. Poems by a Lady (Mrs. Madam, formerly Judith Oowper). Revised
by the Poet Oowper.
26. Newton's Letters to a Wife (with rare portrait of Newton), 1793.
2 Tols.
27. Newton's Messiah 1807. 2 vols.
28. Bible presented to Newton by the Churchwardens of St. Mary
Woolnoth, 1787.
29. Newton's Family Bible. With an account of the Death of his wife
in his own handwriting.
30. Original Letter of Sir George Throckmorton.
31. Rural Walks of Oowper, by James Storer.
32. Hayley's Life of Oowper. 4 vols. 8vo., 1812.

404

The Gospel Magazine.

33. Thomas Taylor's Life of Cowper, 2 vols. London, 1833. Presented
to Mr. Collingridge by Martin Tupper.
34. John J ohnson's Edition of Cowper's Letters. 2 vols. bound in one.
London, 1837.
.
35. The Odyssey Translated by Cowper, Quarto, 1791.
36. Cheever's Lectures on .Cowper, 1856.
37. Volume of Rare Tracts, which belonged to William Cowper, Clerk
of the Parliaments (Uncle of the Poet). With Book-plate.
38. John Gilpin, illustrated by Chas. E. Brock. London, ]898.
39. John Gilpin, with six illustrations by George Cruikshank. London,
1828.
40. Mr. & Mrs. Collingridge's New Year's Greetings. Xmas, ]899.
41. Broad sheet. With Portrait of Cowper and three poems. Pub. by
D. Cox, Southwark.
42. Cowper's House (Water colour).

THE POR'fRAIT.-THE REV. C. H. H. WRIGHT, D.D.
THE latter half of the nineteenth century-now almost exhaustedhas been remarkable for the discoveries which men of acute intellect
have made in the field of science, and for the practical application of
those. discoveries to meet the needs of our race. It is a gratifying fact,
too, that eminent among the leaders of scientific thought have b~en
intellects so sanctified by Divine grace that their supreme object in the
pursuit of knowledge has been to glorify the Creator rather than the
creature. We dare not, however, overlook the other side of this bright
picture. Scepticism, in various phases, has only too influentially tinctured scientific thought and inquiry, with the result that the faith of
many persons has been weakened, if not overthrown. The science
of Biblical Criticism has not escaped the withering blight of this
sceptical tendency. It must be confessed, with sorrow, that the freehandling of the inspired Word of God on the part of rationalising
German critics and their English allies has gone far to place the Bible
in a new, and therefvre not a true, relation to Christendom, and to the
orthodoxy of its beliefs. "The Gospel of Doubt" rather than the
Gospel of Faith has consequently become a prominent characteristic of
the Christian pulpit and press. The devout mind of a man of God
experiences no shrinking from the most searching investigation of the
Holy Scriptures being made by sanctified means. The loyal believer in
that 'Word which has been "settled for ever in heaven" is convinced
that it will triumphantly come ont of the severest test to which it can
reasonably and justly be subjected. He is convinced that the written
records of God's revealed will are as high above human reason iL'l truth
as the heavens are physically higher than the earth. The most powerful
microscope ever invented by the science of man may be brought to bear
on the created works of the almighty power and infinite wisdom of the
Most High, yet the scrutiny serves only to enlarge the limits of human
knowledge and to verify the dictum that "J EHOVAH is a rock, and His'
work is perfect." So, the entire apparatus of modern Bible criticism
may be applied to questions affecting the Canon, the Text, the Authorship, and the Interpretation of the God-breathed Scriptures of the
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Old and New Testaments, yet both their internal and external claims
will become incontrovertibly established. It is only against the
un-scientific methods of the so-called "Higher Criticism" that
objection can be justly urged. One of the most flagrant and also
prevalent offences against the fundamental rules of fair criticism is
the dogmatism which inspires the conclusions arrived at by those who
acclaim themselves the" Higher Critics."
But, thank God, His 'Word is "settled for ever in heaven," and He
a.lso has raised up a band of faithful witnesses for His truth, second
to none in scholarship and piety, whose patient Biblical investigations
constitute a complete answer to the Rationalistic theories of the new
school of German and Anglican critics. Foremost among these faithful
labourers in a department of sacred science which, of late years, has
marvellously grown in influence and importance, stands the Rev. Dr.
CHARLES HENRY HA~nLToN WRIGHT, a brilliant ornament of his
university, a devout Evangelical divine, and a powerful advocate of
the Protestant principles on which is founded the Church whose
minister he is. Dr. WRIGHT was educated at Trinity College, Dublin.
His achievements, from the outset of his career, have been remarkable.
Briefly stated, he carried off the first class prize in Hebrew (1854-55-56),
and in Arabic (1859); he graduated RA. and first class Div. Test.
. (1857); ~I.A. (1859); B.D. (1873); D.D. (1879); both the latter
stipend'iis condonatis,. incorporated :M.A. Exeter College, Oxon. (1862),
and received the Ph.D. degree, Leipzig (1875). He was ordained
Deacon by the Bishop of Ripon (1859), and took full orders in 1860. In
1878 Dr. WRIGHT was chosen Bampton Lecturer, Oxford; and in 1880-1
he was Donnellan Lecturer in the University of Dublin. From 1887-97
he was Examiner in Hebrew and New Testament Greek in' the
University of London; in 1889 and 1894 he held the appointment of
Examiner in the University of Oxford for the Hall-Houghton Prizes,
and for Hebrew Scholarships in 1891 and 1893, while in the two
following years he was Public Examiner in the Honour School of
Semitic Languages.
For two periods he has filled the chair of
Grinfield Lecturer on the Septuagint at Oxford.
In the Victoria
University, Manchester, and in the University of 'Wales he has held
the offices of External Examiner in Hebrew. His clerical appointments include the Curacy of :Middleton-Tyas, Yorks; the British
Chaplaincy, Dresden; the Chaplaincy of Trinity Church, Boulogne;
the Rectory of St. :Mary's, Belfast; the Chaplaincy of Bethesda Church,
Dublin; and the Vicarage of St. John's, Liverpool. '1'he parish church
of St. John's was demolished in 1898 by the municipal authorities of
Liverpool, to make way for city improvements, since which time Dr.
'WRIGHT has served the cause of Protestantism, with conspicuous
success, as Clerical and General Superintendent of the venerable
Protestant Reformation Society.
As an author, Dr. WRIGHT is prolific, and a full list of his published works would occupy more space than can here be spared. It may,
however, be mentioned that among his more important publications
are :-The Book of Genesis in Heb1'ew, with a c1'itically nvised Text,.
the Book of Ruth in Heb1'ew, with a critically revised Text,. Zechm'iah
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and his Prophecies ccmsidered in 1'elation to Modem C1·iticis1n,. The
Book of Koheleth, c01nmcmly called EccZesiastes,. Biblical Essays; An
Introduction to the Old Testament,. The Bible Readerf!.' Manual: or, Aiqs
to Biblical Study,. The Intermediate State, and Prayers for the Dead j
'A (l'ramma1' of the Modern hish Language,. Rornan Catholicism: or,
The Doct1ines of the Chunh of Rome m'iefiy examined in the Light of
Scripture; The Fatherhood of God, and its relation to the Person and
Wm'k of Ch1ist, and the Operations of the Holy Spil'it,. ·and Scriptu1'e
P1'00fs of the Main Doctrines of Christianity, and on the Leading Points
of Ccmtrovel'sy with the Church of Rome. Dr. WRIGHT'S numerous
pamphlets on the Roman Catholic controversy are invaluable, and
should be widely circulated. They are ably written, are eminently
Scriptural in tone and texture, and powerfully convincing of the truth.
Our readers would do well by applying to the Secretary of the
Protestant Reformation Society (Mr. W. A. LUIBRICK, Berners Street,
Oxford Street, London), for a list of Dr. WRIGH'r'S Protestant publications, making a selection from it, and giving them the diligent study
they richly merit.
It will be remembered that at the Clifton Conference held in October
last the learned DOCTOR delivered an address on Scripture Evidences
admirably calculated to confirm the confidence of God's people in the
inspired authority and veracity of the Written Word. It is a sign of
the times, and a grave reflection on the judgment of Her Majesty's
responsible advisers, that so brilliant a scholar and learned a divine has
not long ere now been appointed to one of the highest dignities in the
National Church. Evangelical and Protestant convictions, however,
though associated with the profoundest learning, are accounted a
sufficient disqualification for preferment in the estimation of modern
statesmen and bishops. Nevertheless, such treatment of loyal Churchmen is a scandal which public opinion ought to correct without further
delay.
THE EDI'l'OR.
"THE ROSE OF SHARON."

"I AM the Rose of Sharon, and the Lily of the valleys" (Song ii. 1).
A precious Rose, one which bloomed before the throne of God ere
the foundations of the world were laid, and was the joy and desire
of angels and seraphims; a Rose which deigned to take root in
accursed ground, to blossom among thorns and thistles, and gladden
by its fragrance a sinful world; a Rose which, while yet a bud,
elevated a Simeon with joy to heaven, and bowed the knees of wise
men in the dust; a Rose which at Golgotha was steeped in its own
crimson, and there first opened its calyx to exhale the fulness of its
perfume through the world.-Kmmmachel·.
FEAR not; live on Christ, live to Christ, and all will be well. Sin
and Satan will give us much trouble by the way, but the time is
short; there is a world where." the wicked cease from troublin~,
where the weary are at rest."-Watts Wilkinson.
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THE BIBLE CARRIAGE IN BRITTANY.
Quarterly Record of the Trinitarian Bible Society has the following interesting report of the Bible work being carried on in
Brittany:There is nothing more interesting for those who love the Bible
than to follow the Bible carriage in its journey through the Breton
country.
Our brother Le Quere writes as follows:" My father and I having left our van at P--, we took our book!:!,
and mounted our bicycles, on which we wended our way towards
the sea; there we took a boat in order t.o pay a visit to the island
of V--. Had we taken our carriage, we should have been forced
to hire a large ship specially for this purpose, and this would have
been too expensive. We were in all five passengers. Immediately
on leaving the port, we saw to our left a large round dome, surmounted by a statue of St. Anne, placed there by a pious Catholic;
and not far away was also the chapel of the Trinity, to which place
all fishermen of the island go on a pilgrimage. In front of us were
two or three little islands, which had been abandoned to the rabbits
which there abound.
"The island has about 1,100 inhabitants, and possesses a church
and two little :lhapels, as well as three lighthouses. There are several
pretty villas, five small hotels, and a post office.
"Four years ago the Trinitarian Bible Society sent a colporteur
to the island, who offered the Word of God to the people. We
endeavoured to discover what had become of these books, and
great was our joy to find that several of them had been much
used by repeated reading. Alas! some had been destroyed or
burnt by advice of the clergy. In one houRe we found a man who
had been brought to God only by reading his New Testament. He
was so happy and pleased to see us, that he arranged a meeting for
the evening, at which nearly two hundred people were present. The
next day the news got about that we were in the island and had
brought new books; everyone was anxious t.o offer us hospitality
and to arrange meetings.
"At the other extremity of the island we found another man, who
received us most hospitably, and who said that since he had had
a Bible he had become a changed man, and his great desire was to
entertain at his house anyone who would preach the Gospel every
day in the neighbourhood. When he left the Church of Rome to
follow -the Bible, he had much to suffer; but he declared that he
had always found strength in the Divine Word, and he never goes
anywhere without his New Testament. A priest one day asked him
why he never came to church. 'Because, sir,' said he, 'we are told
to worship God in spirit and in truth, that we may become the temples
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of the Holy Ghost. Formerly I served God merely for the form, as
you do, but now I feel Him in my heart.'
"In another place the people were so glad to see us that they
hardly knew how to manifest their joy.
We also visited many
families who were very poor, and to whom we were happy to offer a
copy of the Word of God gratis. What a contrast between the present time and twenty years ago in this island!
"The first colporteur sent by Monsieur Lecoat in 1880 narrowly
escaped being stoned by the inhabitants, and was not able to procure
any food, even for money. But now the Word of Life has enlightened
these people, and many of them knowing what is done for their
compatriots, both in Jersey and at Havre, by those who believe in
the Gospel, receive Christ with joy, and read His Word, asking for
the Divine blessing upon those who have brought them the Truth.
We left the island asking the blessing of the Lord upon its inhabitants, to fortify them that they may stand firm in the doctrine of
the cross.
"On returning to land I met a man, who said to me, 'You gave me
a short time since one of your good books-a New Testament. Some
days ago we were returning from the Channel Islands; there was 80
little wind that it was impossible for our boat to make any headway, so
a man rose up and said, "Listen to me attentively, all of you," and
during the space of three hours he read to us from his New 'l'esta.6ient,
to the great satisfliction of us all. Oh! how sorry I was that ilc had
not my book with me. Since that day I neyer leave the house wittout
having it in my pocket.'
" As I was speaking from my caniage to the crowd in another place,
and e:xplaining the Gospel to them, many persons said, ' It is a curious
thing that the priests speak against these books and tell us to destroy
them.' But in spite of that, they said one to another, 'We will each
go and buy one.'
"Then a woman came to me and said, 'Judging by what the priests
say of the Protestants, they are people who use bad language, and
whose every second word is an oath, &c., and yet you speak so well.
It is not possible that you are one of them ~ ,
" 'I am, however,' said I; 'but God has told us, "Let your yea be
yea, and your no no," and He has expressly forbidden us to take His
Name in vain.'
" , Very well,' <>aid she, 'if that is the case, sell me one of your books.'
"A short time after, another woman asked me, 'Are you the
Protestant who was in the town a little time ago ~ If so, I should like
to have a book similar to the one that you sold to - - - in that town.'
Then turning to one of the men who stood there she said, 'And you,
too, you should buy one, for you could not make a better purchase.'
"At S---, where many Bibles and New Testaments are to be
found, they are awaiting, with the greatest impatience, our Breton
Almanac. I have just sold 1,054 of these in the space of a fortnight.
They told me in many houses that the priests were furious that the
people bought our books, but as for themselves they found nothing but
good in the books, and were very glad to have them.
'
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" In one house a poor woman came to me and said, 'There has been
a sad change since you were last here. My dear husband is dead, and
I am alone with my little children, so that I am unable to buy any
books this time.' 'Here,' said I, handing her a Bible, 'take this book
and read it, and ask God to enlighten you on your salvation and
on eternal truth.'
"In l\nother village I found a young girl who had bought a New
Testament of me two years before. She had been confined to her bed
for several months. As soon a,s she saw me she said, "What a long
time it is since you were last here.'
" , Do you read your book l' I asked her.
" 'Oh, yes!' said she. 'God has given me the grace to suffer
with patience, until such time as it will please Him either to cure
me or take me to Himself in His heaven.'
" A little further on I met a man who received a Bible three years
ago. He is so pleased to have found this treasure, as he calls it, that
his house is now always op>en to the messengers of God.
"While I was talking to him, another man came to me and said,
, I will buy one of your books, for I know that it is the Book which
contains all the truths of Salvation, and it is a Seminarist who told me
so. He had a similar book with him in the Seminary, which was
givlln to him by Monsieur Lecoat.'
""I'hen I met a horse-dealer from the neighbourhood of Leon, who
askeft me if my books were the same as those which had been given
to the families of the Bretons who had been lost in the Ohan>1el Queen.
, Yes, yes,' said 1. 'Then,' replied he, 'if that be so I will buy one
of you.' A woman seeing that said to him, 'But what will your
family and the priests say l' 'That is none of your business,' said
he, 'I like this book and I shall buy it.'
" I afterwards met a young priest who began to speak to me about
Purgatory and of Confession and the Immaculate Conception, &c.
He also said that all my books were written against the priests. 'No,'
replied I, 'our books protest against the errors of men, the errors of
the Romish Ohurch, &c., but they say nothing against you personally,
except that you are a sinner, just as I am myself, who stand in need of
a Saviour, just as I do.' 'Oh!' said he, 'I cannot answer you about
all that, but M. Lecoat has sent me a ~ew Testament, which I read
very often, as I am very fond of the Breton language used in the Book,
and then,' added he, 'it is the pure Gospel.' '.JIay you then understand it,' said 1.
" G~rE. LE QUERE."
Pasteur Lecoat adds: "In one of the photographs, Le Quere and
his son (the director of the Bible carriage) are just leaving the carriage
to go to the island of Brehat. In the other, which is doubly interesting
for the Quarte1'ly, it is a meeting at the blacksmith's at Plmametthe man who Ihad given threepence to help towards ,publishing
the Great Book in Breton. '£he people on the photograph are
awaiting the arrival of Mr. Somerville, who came to preach the
Gospel there on the third Sunday in September last.
"G. LEcoAT."

2

G

410

The Gospel Magazine.
•, RESERVATION OF THE SACRAMENT."
" OPINIONS" OF THE ARCHBISHOPS.

THERE were abundant signs at Lambeth Palace on Tuesday morning,
May ] st (says the Record), that the question of Reservation excited
far more interest than that of Incense had ever done. In the Guardroom itself the company was larger than had been seen at any hearing or at tl)e delivery of the Incense Opinion. The room was arranged
in the now familiar way. The reserved accommodation was never
quite full, but there were many more occupants of its chairs than on
previous occasions. Amongst early arrivals were the BISHOP of OXFORD
(who moved ahout freely), BISHOP BARRY (who sat behind the chairs
for Counsel), the BISHOP of ROCHESTER (wearing an anxious look,
eloquent as tu the coming decision), and the BISHOP of DOVER. Some of
the Counsel presently arrived, and the general throng near them
included the Revs. Prebendary BLOMFIELD JACKSON, Dr. BELCHER,
A. R. BUCKLAND, R. R. DOLLING, A. H. HOLLAND, E. H. PEARCE, and
J. ANDREWES REEVE. The ladies were, as heretofore, very much in
evidence. The space set apart for the general public was on this occasion
furnished with seats. A large number of clergy, with a sprinkling
of laymen and ladieF, were there gathered.
The Archbishops entered a few minutes after eleven. The company
remained standing in expectation of prayer. The Archbishops hesitated for an embarrassing moment or two, and then his GRACE of
CANTERBURY said, "Be seated." Dr. TEMPLE held in his hand a
printed sheet; Dr. MAcLAGAN had a thick roll of mannscript. Before
the rustle of the audience arranging itself had quite subsided the
Archbishop made the following statement:., On the hearing of this matter the ARCHBISHOP was the principal
ltIld the ARCHBISHOP of YORK the assessor as regards certain cases, and
the ARCHBISHOP of YORK was the principal and the ARCHBISHOP of
CANTERBURY the assessor as regards one of the cases. His GRACJ!,
therefore, will give a judgment of his own upon the case which was
before him as principal; and I will give my opinion in the cases in
which I was principal. I wish that to be clearly understood, so that
you will find that immediately after I have concluded delivering my
Opinion his GRACE will follow me with his Opinion on a similar
case."
This preliminary over, and an attendant having in a casual and
careless way distributed a few copies of the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY'S Opinion, the ARCHBISHOP proceeded.' His Opinion was read in
a clear voice, with natural emphasis, and, save for one slip, without
hesitation. As his GRACE went steadily on, the hearers could not but
feel the impression created around them. A chill had manifestly
fallen on the spirits of the majority present. Here and there a halfwhispered comment could be heard from the back of the room. When
the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY ceased, there was but a momentary
pause. Then the ARCHBISHOP of YORK unrolled his MS., and, bending
over it, read a much longer Opinion, with even greater emphasis Lhan
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his GRACE of CANTERBURY had used. It was all over before noon,
and the crowd streaming out into the sunshine. There was a sobered
ail' on the faces of most of the clergy. And indeed, whatever their
personal views, there was a manifest disposition to recognize the
gravity of the situation created. We had been assisting at a historic
fUllction j one that may mark a turning-point in the course of the
English Church.
Before giving the Opinions in full it may be convenient to recall
the facts as to the Hearing. The clergy whose practice came before
the Archbishops were the Rev. EDGAR LEE. of Christ Church, Doncaster j the Rev. '1'. E. HILL, of Little Canfield, Essex j and the Rev.
A. S. ALTHAM, of All Saints', Wellingborough. The arguments were
heard by the two Archbishops on July 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st, 1899.
The Counsel for Mr. LEE and Mr. ALTHA~I were Mr. E. YV-. HANSELL,
Mr. A. ROMER MACKLIN, and Mr. DIGBY THURNA~f. Mr. HILL was
not represented by Counsel. Mr. DIBDIN, assisted by Mr. J. S.
FRANEY and Mr. C. Y. STURGE, appeared for the ARCHBISHOP of
YORK in Mr. LEE'S case j and Mr. A. B. KEMPE, Mr. DIBDIN, and Mr.
G. J. TALBOT for the BISHOPS of ST. ALBANS and PETERBOROUGH in
the other cases.
THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY'S OPINION.
The ARCHBISIlOP of CANTERBURY read the following Opinion;The question referred to our consideration is whether the clergy of the
Church of England are at liberty to reserve a portion of the bread and wine
that has been consecrated in their churches at the Holy Communion, and
administer it to those who are not present in the church at the time when the
Prayer of Consecration has been said. This practice, which is commonly spoken
of as Reservation, takes
THREE DISTINCT FORMS.
In the first place, it is sometimes the prd,ctice to treat sick persons, who are
not in the church but are living close by, as if they were part of the congregation, and at the time of administration to the communicants generally to take the
elements out of the church to them as well as to those who are actually present.
It is claimed that this is not Reservation at all, inasmuch as the administration
goes on without interruption, and it cannot be said that what is sent in this way
is part of what remains after the service is over. The second form of the
practice is, instead of consuming all that remains of the consecrated elements,
as the Rubric directs, to keep a portion back a.nd to administer this portion to
people known to be sick at some later period of the day. This is acknowledged by all to be Reservation, and the reserved elements are kept in the
church until the time when they are taken to the sick. Thirdly, the elements
after consecration are sometimes reserved, not only to be used for those who are
known to be sick at the time, but to be used for any case of sudden emergency
which may occasion a demand for the Sa;;rament in the course of the week.
Now the Canon requires that every clergyman shall promise that, in the
administration of the Sacraments, he will use the form prescribed in
THE PRAYER-BOOK AND NONE OTHER,
except so far as shall be otherwise ordered by lawful authority. And, on
examining the Prayer-book, we do not find any single mention of, or allusion
to, the practice of Reservation except in the close of Article XXVIII., where
it is said the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not by Christ's ordinance
reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshipped. It will obviously requiI:e
overwhelming evidence to prove that Reservation in any sense whatever IS
2 G 2
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part of the form !presoribed in the Book of Common Frayer.
urged

Against this is

THE PRACTICE OF THE EARLY CHURCH.
As early as the time of JUSTIN MARTYR the first form of Reservation is mentioned as oommon, and this not merely for the sick, but for any who are
.absent though in good health; it was even sent to other churches as a token of
goodwill, though this oustom was afterwards disoontinued. And whether the
practice of reserving in the second or third manner was quite as early or not,
it certainly can be found in not much later times. This shows that such a
practioe was quite consistent with the Christiau faith, and there was nothing
in it that was wrong in itself. In addition to this the Canon of Niorea is quoted,
whioh requires that care should be taken that the dying shall not be deprived of
the Communion before death. And it may justly be said that this puts an
emphasis on the importance of a practice which faoilitates the Communion of the
Sick. But it must be added that Reservation is not ordered by this Canon, and
that there are now, and were then, other modes by which the Canon oould be
observed. Celebration in private houses, suoh as is now ordered by the Church
of England, is as old as the time of the Apostles, and has been in frequent use
when reason for it existed. But if it be said that the Church of England has no
right to give up so ancient and general a practice, the Churoh of England ha,s
replied, in
ARTICLE XXXIV.,
that every particular or national Churoh hath authority to ordain, change, and
abolish oeremonies or rites of the Churoh ordained only by man's authority, so
that all things be done to edifying. In faot, it is impossible to. maintain that a
Church which made suoh great changes as were made at the Reformation could
not ohange the mode of administering the Holy Communion to the siok. The
case of ESCOTT V. MASTIN is quoted as showing that our Courts of Law have
held that an ancient praotice of the Church cannot be discontinued simply by
mention of it being excluded. The question before the Courts in that case was
whether a child that had been baptized by a layman was really baptized at all.
The question was not whether such a baptism was regular or irregular, but
whether it was valid. And though the question of the regularity of the
baptism was frequently introduoed by Counsel, and is mentioned by the Courts,
yet there are no words in the judgment of either Court whioh expressly deal with
this point. On the question of the validity of the baptism the decision is
perfectly clear and full. In the present case no question is raised on the validity
of the Sacrament when administered by means of consecrated elements that have
been reserved. It is not contended' that the oommunicant does not thereby
obtain the great gift which it is the purpose of the Sacrament to give. Nor have
I to deoide that point. The question for me to deoide is whether the priest is or
is not forbidden to administer the Sacrament in that way, and on this point the
case of ESCOTT V. MASTIN decides nothing. The Book of Common Prayer
contains no order and provides no opportunity for the practice of Reservation.
But this is not all. The language of Article XXVIII. cannot be taken otherwise
than as
CONDEMNING THE PRACTICE ALTOGETHER.
To say that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not by Christ's
ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshipped, is to say that
those who do these things use for one purpose what our Lord ordained for
another. It was urged by Counsel on behalf of Reservation that the word
" reserved" in this place must be interpreted by the words which immediately
follow, and that Reservation for purpose of worship must be intended and not
Reservation for the sick. This interpretation is partly sound, but the inference
drawn from it cannot be admitted. All the four prohibitions must be taken
together, and all of them in connection with the doctrine of Transubstantiation
emphatically repudiated just before. By worshipping is meant any external act
of devotion, and this is the chief object of prohibition. The authorities of the
Church knew well that external gestures are
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THE VERY STRONGHOLD OF SUPERSTITIOUS DOCTRINES,
and they forbade on this account all worshipping of-that is, all external acts of
-devotion to-the consecrated elements, because, if retained, they would retain
with themselves the doctrine which it was necessary to root out of people's minds.
And lifting up and carrying about are forbidden as giving opportunities for
worshipping, and for the same reason Reservation was forbidden. And in the
evidence put before us it was admitted that those who practised Reservation used
external acts of devotion also, thus proving that even now, so long after the
doctrine of Transubstantiation has been condemned, the steps which once led to
that doctrine follow at once upon a revival of the opportunities which the Article
prohibits. The reason for the prohibition is clear. These pmctices led to gross
abuse which the Church of England felt bound to stop, and even the achninistration
direct from the Church during the service is shown to come under the same head,
for it gives an opening to the same abuse. To say that the Church of England may
not discontinue an ancient practice which has led to abuse is to say that the
Church must not profit by experience. The Church, led by experience, has made
many changes, and possibly in course of time may have to make more; and the
power to do so cannot be denied to her. Quite a different line of argument has
been used to show that the difficulties of administering the Holy COlllmunion to
the sick in their own houses are such that Reservation is necessary in order to
deal with them. It was urged that the service appointed for the Communion of
the Sick was too long for extreme illness; that the strain on the lnind of the
patient was often too much, and in some cases might even be a peril to life.
Medical men spoke strongly on this point, and though the instances are not
frequent yet they need consideration. The administration of the Holy Com·
munion to those who are too ill to understand fully what they are doing is
certainly not to be desired under any circumstances. The Holy Communion is
not to be treated as if it worked like
A MAGICAL CHARM,
without any co-operation on the pa.rt of the recipieut. The Church long ago
gave up the practice of administering to infants. The Church of England
explicitly teaches that "the means whereby the Body of Christ is received and
eaten in the Supper is faith," and says to every communicant who receives,
" Feed on Him in thy heart by faith with thanksgiving." But there are no doubt
cases in which the sick person is fully conscious, and is able to follow a short
service not exceeding a few minutes and to make an act of faith, and yet is not
really fit for more. In dealing with such cases the minister may plead necessitas
non habit leges; and though he has no right to interpolate into the Prayer-book
what the service negatively, and the Article explicitly, condemns, he may
reasonably act on the lines indicated in the office itself, and
SHORTEN THE SERnCE
to the length which medical direction prescribes, by using what is essential to
having any Comp.mnion at all-that is, the Prayer of Consecration and the words
of administration, and only so much before and so much after as the prescribed
time allows. This would keep the law of the Church, as far as under the
circumstances it could be kept. If even this is not possible, it can hardly be
said that the sick person is capable of receiving. Another quite different
argument is urged by some who hold themselves bound never to receive the Holy
Communion
EXCEPT FASTIKG.
They plead that it is a hardship to be required to consecrate the Sacrament in
private houses, since this cannot always be done in the early part of the day;
and to continue their fast till later is sometimes a serious strain. There can be
little doubt that by the time of St. AUGUSTI~E and St. CHRYSOSTOM the practice of
fasting as a preparation for the Holy Communion had become in a sense universal,
or almost universal. But it had not become a law of the Church. had not been
ordered by any General Council, was not enforced by authority, was very largely
left to individual discretion. IVhat St. CHRYSOSTOM says about it in his sermons
may be taken as fairly representing the general mind of the Chmch in his day.
In speaking not of the fast before the Holy Communion, which had not been
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distinctly commanded, but of the Lenten fast which had been prescribed by
authority, he treats fasting not as having a virtue of' its own, but as a means to
an end-namely, the making of true repentance and amendment of life easier; he
admits bodily weakness as a reasonable plea for omitting to fast. To treat fasting before receiving the Holy Communion as a rigid obligation, which is to
interfere with ministerial duties or with the comfort of the sick, is
QUITE ALIEN
from the spirit of such teaching as this. Without taking a full meal such moderate
partaking of food as will relieve any serious strain would be fully consistent with
any obligation that the early Christians recognised. For to diminish the usual
quantity of food is to fast, even though the diminution does not amount to a
total abstention.
IN CONCLUSION,
after weighing carefully all that has been put before us, I am obliged to decide that
the Church of England does not at present allow Reservation in any form, and that
those who think it ought to be allowed, though perfectly justified in endeavouring
to get the proper authorities to alter the law, are not justified in practising
Reservation until the law has been altered.
THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK'S OPINION.
The ARCHBISHOP of YORK then read the following Opinion, which we quote from
the report in the Times:The question argued before the Archbishops in July last was whether Reservation
of the Sacrament for any purpose is at the present time a practicfl recognised as
lawful in the Church of England. The speeches of Counsel on either side ranged
over larger areas, and dealt with a number of interesting matters connected in
various ways with the point at issue, but not really included in the question
which was before the Archbishops for their definite decision. The case with which
I am speciaIJy concerned is that of one of ,the clergy of my province, being also one
of the incumbents of my diocese, the Rev. EDGAR LEE, Vicar of
CHRIST CHURCH, DONCASTER.
Mr. LEE presented himself for examination, and gave his evidence with great
fulness and clearness. In the course of that evidence he stated that he had
practised the custom of Reservation for about five years past. Mr. LEE was
ullable to state with what frequency these ministrations took place, but he
allowed that they were the only conditions under which the Holy Communion
was ever administered to his sick parishioners. The office provided by the Church
for a clinical celebration was never used at all. Mr. LEE further stated that it
would be a very severe strain upon him to use this service, because of his conscientious objection ever to receive the Holy Communion unless he was technically fasting, and he could not celebrate without receiving. He declined to say
whether he would grant or refuse a clinical celebration if it were asked for by
any of his sick parishioners. Mr. LEE further stated that he had never
found occasion to use the form suggested in the Rubric for spiritual Communion. As regards any further uses of the Reserved Sacrament, 1'11'. LEE
allowed that it was customary to genuflect in passing the tabernacle where
the Holy Sacrament was reserved; that he always did so himself, and that he
was glad to see his parishioners do the same.
THE CONTENTION OF COUNSEL
employed on behalf of Mr. LEE was, first of all, that Reservation, being a
laudable custom of the Catholic Church from the earliest times, could not be
set aside by the action of any single branch of the Church; that such a proceeding
would be ultra vires. and therefore null and void. To this contention the sufficient
answer was given that the Church in Article XXXIV. claims the right as a
national Church "to abolish ceremonies or rites of the Church ordained only by
man's a.uthority," and that every clergyman of the Church of England has given
his assent to this Article. But it was further contended that there was no
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sufficient evidence that such a course had been taken by the Church of England
at the time of the Reformation. It was argued that although the provision for
Reservation contained in the first Prayer-book of Edward VI. had been omitted
from the second Prayer-book, and not restored in any of the later revisions, it
had not been declared unlawful, and was still legal although all mention of it had
disappeared from the BooK of Common Prayer. On the other hand, it was argued
by the Counsel on the opposite side that the published utterances of clergy
and others during the period which followed upon the accession of QUEEN
ELIZABETH showed very clearly that the custom had been suppressed and was
almost entirely abandoned; that the omission from the second book of the provision for Reservation had been generally received as a condemnation of'the practice,
and, further, that the other Rubrics in the latest form of the revised Prayerbook combine to show clearly the intention of the Reformers that this practice
should cease to be legal in the Church of England. The learned Mr. SCUDAMORE.
in his well-known book entitled Notitia E'llchal'istica, allows, without hesitation,
the fact of the suppression of Reservation, expressing at the same time his
opinion that although entirely within the discretion of a national branch of the
Church Catholic, it was rash and inexpedient.
IT WAS FURTHER CONTENDED,
on behalf of Mr. LEE, that Reservation had been practised in the Church of
Christ from very early times. Reference was made to the two brief expressions
in the Apolo,qy of JUSTIN MARTYR, in which, after describing the manner of the
celebration of the Eucharist, he adds that "portions are carried away to those
who are not present." It is very difficult to understand the exact meaning of
this statement. Except from this writer, we know very little of the religious
services of the Church at that early period or of the circumstances attending
the celebration of the Eucharist. There is no mention of the sick, but simply of
the absent, nor is 'there here any suggestion of what is now included under the
idea of Reservation, for the portions were sent away from the Church immediately
after the conclusion of the service, or possibly while the service waa still proceeding. It was, therefore, more an extended ministration of the Sacrament than any
Reservation in the modern sense of the word. There is, therefore, no conclusive
evidence that these distributed portions really constituted part of the consecrated
elements, although it is, of course, possible that this may have been the case.
But, even granting that this is the meaning of the words, it is a very slender and
uncertain basis upon which to build up the contention that this was a Catholic
practice of the Church of Christ. It is further contended that evidence of Reservation is found in the writings of many of the early Fathers, and among others
of TERTULLIAN ; but what were the customs thus nAerred to by this writer? It
appears that in his day it had become a common pra.ctice for the people to carry
away from the service of Holy Communion portions of the consecrated bread
and to keep them in their own homes that they might partake of them at their
pleasure and, as would appear by one of TERTULLIAN'S sayings, before the commencement of their ordinary meals. But this can hardly be regarded as a ministration of the Holy Communion according to the purpose of our Lord or the
teaching of St. Paul. Further, it appears, from other writers whose evidence was
produced or referred to at the time of the inquiry, that at a very early time and
for some centuries after the Apostolic age portions of the consecrated bread were
carried about on the persons of Christians, even persons of high ecclesiastical
rank, as charms against possible dangers and difficulties, and were sent by
Christians one to another as tokens of friendship. It would appeal' that these
were also customs of the Catholic Church; but they had nothing to do with the
ministration of the Holy Sacrament. The truth is that at a very early period
after the Apostolic days there is evidence of
A RAPID INCREASE OF SUPERSTITIONS,
opinions and practices in the ChristIan Church, and especially in connection with
the Holy Eucharist; such a state of things, natural enough at a time of imperfect
education and widespread ignorance, is hardly a matter for surprise, but it certainly tends to diminish to a very important extent the value of any evidence
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afforded by such references as are found in the writings of the early Fathers or
their contemporaries. At a later period, as the belief in Transubstantiation
became more widely accepted, the value attached to the consecrated elements and
to any portion of them, apart from the Eucharistic service, increased more and
more, and the practice of habitual Reservation for the sake of the sick became
firmly established, both in the vVest and in the East. It cannot be doubted that
"the close connection between this particular doctrine and the practice prevalent
at the time of the Reformation had a great influence with the Reformers in
removing the sanction which had been formerly given to the Reservation of the
Sacrament on behalf of the siok. The learned Counsel by whom Mr. LEE was
represented at the inquiry further urged that there was evidence o! the Reservation of the Holy Sacrament at various times from the period of the Reformation
till the present day. But these, even if fully established, were at such very rare
intervals as to
FALL VERY FAR SHORT
of establishing the fact of continuous custom. One such instance was alleged
to have occurred in the time of my predecessor, ARCHBISHOP LO"GLEY. It was
stated that during a visitation of cholera iH Leeds, at the time when he was
BISHOP of RIPON, he gave permission for the Reservation of the consecrated bread
and wine, that the Holy Communion might be administered to the sick in this
form. The facts are not very clearly ascertained as regards the conditions and
limitations under which this permission was given; but he is alleged to have
accompanied the permission with the words necessitas non habet Leges. It is
evident, therefore, that whatever he did in the matter can be no evidence of the
continuance of the custom from earlier times, as his very words implied that the
law was against the permission which he gave, and that he only did so under the
pressure of circumstances which justified the infraction of the law for the time
being. The general result of the evidence produced at the inquiry was unquestionably in the direction of showing that it had been
THE DELIBERATE INTE:\'TION OF THE REFOR)IERS
to prohibit the continuance of Reservation, that Churchmen and the public
generally in the sixteenth century clearly understood this to be the case, and that
practically th3 usage had been given up. Nor is there any evidence that it was
ever resumed except in a few isolated cases, and without any authority from the
Church itself, but simply as the action of individual clergy. The instances of
such revi 'fal of the practice were very few indeed, and some of them capable of
being understood in a different sense. But, even conceding to this kind of
evidence its fullest value, it is manifestly insufficient to justify any adoption of
this practice by individual clergymen at their own will in the present day.
Another argument was not only adduced at the time of the inquiry, but also
supported by
THE EVIDENCE OF SELECTED CLERGY
and corroborated by similar testimony given by a certain number of medical
practitioners. It was to the effect that in many parishes the dwellings of the
poor were unsuitable for the clinical administration of the Holy Communion, and
that the Rubric could not be satisfied as regards the provision" of a convenient
place in the sick man's house." It was even suggested that there would be an
element of irreverence and almost of profanation in celebrating the Holy
Sacrament amidst such surroundings as are sometimes to be met with in the
dwellings of the poorest classes of the community. It was impossible not to see
that this latter argument might also be used as against bringing the Holy
Sacrament itself into contact with such surroundings. No medical or other
evidence in this matter was produced by the Counsel on the other side. But it
is well known, not only to the Archbishops but to the Church at large, that
there have been, and are at this moment, a very large number of the clergy whose
work lies in such parishes as those referred to, and that such difficulties as have
been snggested have
NEVER REALI,Y STOOD IN THE WAY
of the reverent administration of the Holy Communion to persons qualified to
receive it, however humble and disagreeable the surroundings may have been.
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I now turn to the question which was strictly the subject of the inquiry, and to
which alone my decision refers-namely, as to the legality or illegality of the
practice of Reservation of the Holy Sacrament in the Church of England at the
present time. In dealing with this question it is not necessary to refer to any
Acts of Uniformity or decisions of secular Courts. It is enough to examine, as I
find that my most reverend brother has also done,
THE OBLIGATION RESTING UPON EVERY PAROCHIAL INCUMBENT

arising from the declaration made by himself at the time of his admission to his
benefice and to the cure of souls connected therewith. The declaration is as
follows., (I quote only the portion referring to the question before us) :-" In
public prayer and the administration of the Sacraments I will use the form
preseribed in the said book and none other except so far as shall be ordered by
lawful authority." It is evident that this promise covers the whole administrations of the parish priests, even the administration of the Holy Sacraments to
the sick in their own homes; for it was the manifest desire and endeavour of the
Reformers, as evinced by the Rubrie in the Office for the Visitation of the Sick,
that even in this case there should be an element of publicity secured by
prescribing the number of persons who were required to partake along with the
sick person. As arising from this promise the question takes this simple formIs the ministration of the Reserved Saerament, and therefore Reservation itself,
any part of the form prescribed in the said book' It was argued that the Rubric
requiring the reverent consumption of the remainder of the consecrated bread
and wine which had not been required for the Communion did not forbid the
Reservation of a certain quantity set aside for this purpose in the course of the
service, and that this portion was therefore not included in what remained after
the Communion. But it is evident that the whole force of this contention
-disappears unless it can be shown that there was authority or permission for
making such Reservation; and this most important link in the argument is
altogether wanting. But, apart from there being no evidence to this effect, it
would seem reasonable to expect that a point so important should have been
made clear by the simple insertion of the words, "Except such portion as had
been reserved for private administration." There being no hint of such an
exception, the only alternative is to understand
THE RUBRIC IN THE PLAIN MEANING

which appears on the surface-that all that had been consecrated and not then
used should be reverently consumed immediately after the close of the service.
As regards the expression in the Rubric, "no portion should be carried out of
the church," it is quite possible that there may be some reason to believe that
this was partly intended to meet a possible irreverence, of which actual instances
had occurred, by the clergyman taking to his own home for his own use even the
consecrated bread and wine which had not been used in the Communion Service.
The expression, therefore, may not apply directly to the question of Reservation.
In the absence of any provision for Reservation, the phrase must evidently
cover the whole of the remaining consecrated bread and wine. It appears,
therefore, evident that the administration of the Holy Communion by
RESERVATION IS NO PART WHATEVER

of the form contained in the Book of Common Prayer. I have now to consider
the further words of the promise-" Except so far as shall be ordered by lawful
authority." It has been contended that the authority of catholic usage,
however that may be defined, is an authority apart from and in addition to the
rubrical directions of the Book of Common Prayer, and that it has a claim upon
the obedience of the clergy. But this would be a very strained and untenable
application of the terms of the promise. The words are-" As shall be ordered
by lawful authority." Such words bear upon the face of them a referenee to a
future time and not to a far·off past, and, further, to an authority connected with
the Church of England itself, and not derived from either ancient usage
or from the contemporary customs of other branches of the Catholic Church.
To give it such a wide reference as is suggested would be practically to undo a
great part of the work of the Reformation, and to open the door for
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THE REVIVAL OF SOME OF THE WORST OF THE ABUSES

and superstitions which it was the desire of that great religious movement to
sweep away. But no such order or enactment had llver been made by lawful
authority since the date of the latest revision of the Book of Common Prayer.
It is thertlfore no part of the Form in the said book prescribed, nor has it been
ordered by any" lawful authority." But there remains one other important
consideration throwing light on the mind of the Reformed Church as regards the
practice of ReBervation. We find in the Prayer Book a special Rubric relaxing
the Church's requirements as regards the Communion of the Sick in the time of
plague or such other like contagious diseases. Had there been any intention of
continuing the use of Reservation it is impossible to believe that all reference
to it could have been altogether omitted in such a Rubric. It is here that we
should certainly have expected to find it. It would have been the obvious
solution of the difficulty to which the Rubric refers, but it is not to be found.
It is only necessary to consider for a moment the injunction of Article XXVIII.
It is by no means irrelevant to the question at issue, although attempts have
been made so to limit its application as to preclude any such reference. But
there is this to be borne in mind, which the candid e\idence of :vIr. LEE has
brought prominently before us, that wherever such Reservation is practised, as is
now desired, there arises at once the danger, contemplated by the Article, of the
Holy Sacrament being worshipped as well as reserved; and it is a matter of
common notoriety, apart from the admissions of Mr. LEE, that wherever this
Reservation is practised there follows inevitably
ACTS OF ADORATION

offered beyond all doubt to the Holy Sacrament as supposed to embody the
actual presence of Out· Blessed Lord. I have dwelt, it may be at unnecessary
length, on the question now before me for decision, but I ha\'e done so from the
desire to show every consideration for those whom the decision will affect, and to
treat with the utmost care and attention the arguments brought forward in
defence of this practice, although a great part both of the arguments and the
evidence were really irrelevant to the definite question at issue. They would
have been most legitimate and many of them "'eighty had we been arguing the
question as to whether it would be desirable to revive a custom of ReservatlOn
in the Church of England at the present day; and, as I have pointed out on
former occasions, there is nothing to hinder the clergy who feel themselves
aggrieved by these decisions of my most reverend brother and myself from using
every legitimate means of bringing this question before the constituted authorities of the Church, and urging that the necessary changes should be made in
our Rubrics and Articles. But this is not the question now before us, and, after
all that has been urged by the able and learned Counsel and by the witnesses
whom they produced, lean come to no other decision than that the practice of
Reservation has no sanction from the Church of England at the present time,
that it was
DELIBERA'l'ELY ABANDONED AT THE TBIE OF THE REFORMATION,

and that it is not lawful for any individual clergyman to resume such practice
in ministeriug to the souls committed to his charge. Speaking as I do to-day
more in the capacity of a father in God than as an ecclesiastical judge, I should
wish to
ADD A VERY FEW Y\- ORDS.
During the discussion on the subject earnest appeals have been made again and
again to the Archbishops and Bishops not to deprive the sick and dying of the
spiritual sustenance which is provided for them in the Holy Sacrament. It is
strange indeed to suppose that we should be less earnestly desirous than our
clergy to care for the spiritual needs of our sick or dying brethren. But we,
too, are bound to abide by the direction of the 1'rayer-book, and it gives us no
power to sanction the revival of the practice of Reservation, even if we were
willing to do so. But it is well for us to ponder the wise and loving words
of the Church itself in the Rubric prefixed to the Office for the Communion
of the Sick. vVe are there reminded that the truest way to be prepared for
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~he hour of death is to be faithful in the use of our privileges and blessings

the days of our health and strength. We are directed to exhort our people
to the often receiving of the Holy Sacrament that, so doing, they may in case of
sudden visitation have the less cause to be disquieted for lack of the same. We
may well believe that no such faithful communicants will ever suffer loss if in
their last extremity they should be unable to receive their Holy Communion.
But the Church has made special provision for their need by the servic.e for
private celebration and by the direction for spiritual communion. It may still be,
it must be, that from time to time there will be some who pass away without
any of these helps, but we find a word of consolation in the Penitential of
EGBERT, a document which may fitly be quoted in a case connected with the
diocese of York. 'IVe are there reminded that in cases where even a spiritual
communion is impossible, and where the sick man dies without even this form of
spiritual help, we must leave the case to the righteous judgment of God, under
whose providence it came to Ipass that the sick person should have died without
these spiritual helps. With these comfortable words we may in patience
possess our souls.
111

MULTUM IN P ARVO.
THE two Archbishops gave their "Opinion" last month, at Lambeth
Palace, on the already illegal practice pursued by the Ritualists of
" reserving" the "consecrated" elements of bread and wine. The
only conclusion possible to be arrived at was declared by the Primates,
and the Popish innovation was, from the Articles and the Prayer
Book shown to be contrary to law, the law, let it be remembered, as
laid down by the Protestant Reformers. Of eourse, the law-breaking
Sacerdotal clergy, were they honest men, would either discontinue
their practice in this particular, or else relinquish their preferment in
the Established Church. So far, however, we have only heard of one
offending" priest," who has left the Protestant communion for that of
the POPE. There is evidenee, indeed, that a large body of the more
" advanced" Rornanizers will resist the law of the realm, and
contumaciously continue to challenge all authority "spiritual" and
civil. The outlook is decidedly suggestive of ecclesiastical strife, and
it must not be forgotten that the blame of the confliet lies at the
door of the Bishops who have, for the past thirty years, connived at
breaches or the law in their Romanizing clergy; and more than
that, have extended to them their patronage in the shape of the best
benefices, canonries, and other dignities. . LORD HALIFAX and his
followers have openly declared in favour of continuing the practice
of "Reservation," in the face of the "Opinion" pronounced by the
chief rulers of the Church. What will be done in the end hereof 1The PRINCE of WALES has requested that the following letter should
be published, acknowledging the numerous expressions of sympathy
and congratulation which have reached him from all parts of the
globe in connection with his providential escape at Brussels :-" Marlborough House, Pall Mall, SW. I have been deeply touched by the
numerous expressions of sympathy and goodwill addressed to me on
the occasion of the providential escape of the PRINCESS. of WALES and
myself from the danger we have lately passed through. From every
quarter of the globe, from the QUEEN'S subjects throughont the world,
as well as from the representatives and inhabitants of foreign
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countries, have these manifestations of sympathy proceeded, and on
my return to this country I received a welcome so spontaneous and
hearty that I felt I was the recipient of a most gratifying tribute of
genuine good will. Such proofs of kind and generous feeling are
naturally most highly prized by me, and will for ever be cherished in
my memory.-ALBERT EDWARD."-It is evident that there is a very
large proportion of officers in our Army fighting in South Africa
who are Roman Catholics. The Weekly Register publishes a list
of 327 "Catholic Officers and Volunteers" in a recent issue." Vigilant," writing in the English Chunhman,
says: - " I
suppose that Romish controversialists in England would be quite
angry with me were I to charge them with praying to an image.
But, after all, this is what has just been done by a Cardinal at
Rome. The Rome correspondent of the Weekly Register states that
the Roman Catholics of that city were invited to be present, on
April 21 st, at the 'translation of the image of ChriRt,' and 'so to
venerate the wonder-working image of our Divine Saviour.' On
that day the 'translation' took place at the Lateran, when a
Roman Society presented 'a large votive heart' t.o the 'wonderworking' image, or Icon.
The correspondent adds :-' Cardinal
SATOLLI took the heart in his hands, and, kneeling before the image,
presented it at its feet, pronouncing dedicn,tory words to the
following effect :-" With devout aspirations to the most holy Image
of the Saviour, we nrgently beseech it to watch over Rome, whose
citizens, by this offering of a heart, rene\y and confirm their
Catholic faith." To ask an image to 'watch oYer Rome' and to
confirm the citizens in their faith, is the most superstitious act
that it is possible for a human being to perform."-lIildmay
Conference is (D.V.) to be held on the 26th, 27th, and 28th
of the present month, and the subject to be considered will
be "Praise."-Under the headline "Royal Likes and Dislikes" the
Gem has secured some extracts from an album in which the
DUCHESS of FIFE has kept the personal opinions, personal tastes, and
impressions of nearly every member of the English Royal Family.
"Likes and Dislikes" is the title of one section of this album.
And the QUEEN'S entry is this :-" GOD has been so good to me,
and given me so much to make me happy during life, that now,
in myoId age, I will not confess that I have any dislikes." The
PRINCE of VVALES'S likes and dislikes are thus recorded :-" I am
happiest when I have no public engagements to fulfil; when I can
smoke a really good cigar and read (must I confess it 1) a good
novel on the quiet; when I ca-n, like plain Mr. JONES, go to a race
meeting without it being chronicled in the papers next day that
'His ROYAL HIGHNESS the PRINCE of WALES has taken to gambling
very seriously, and yesterday lost more money than ever he can
afford to pay;' when I can shake hands with and talk to SIR
EDWARD CLARKE without it being rumoured that 'The PRINCE of
WALEll is violently opposed to the present. war;' when I can spend
a quiet evening at home with the PRINCESS and my family. I am
unhappiest when I have a raging toothache, and have to attend
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some social function where I must smile as pleasantly as though
I never had a pain in my life."-Anent the Royal visit to the
Sister Isle, Mr. EDWARD HARPER, of 4, Washington Villas, Bangor,
Belfast, whose poetical gifts were admired by the late EARL
BEACONSFIELD, having written a poem comprising twenty-two
stanzas, entitled "Our QUEEN and Her People," a spirited, loyal
effusion, has received the following gracious acknowledgment from
the QUEEN through SIR A. BIGGE :-" The Private Secretary is commanded by the QUEEN to thank Mr. EDwARD HARPER for his letter of the
19th inst., and for the verses' Our QUEEN and Her People,' which
accompanied it. April 21st, 1900." Copies of the poem may be
obtained on application to the author.-We deeply regret to record
the great loss sustained last month by the worthy ARCHDEACON of
LIVERPOOL, DR. TAYLOR, 'in the almost sudden death of his wife.
That the sustaining grace of God may be granted to God's aged
servant in his bereavement we earnestly pray.--vVe are glad to
hear that BISHOP RYLE'S health has slightly improved since he has been
at Lowestoft.-In the -recently held Glasgow School Board election,
Mr. HARRY ALFRED LOKG, the well known Protestant champion, headed
the poll with 63,369, his nearest opponent, a Roman Catholic, being
nearly 20,000 behind. Mr. LONG, though he did not offer himself
for election in 1897, being then on his way to Australia to
conduct a Protestant educational movement on that continent, is, in
educational matters, an old servant of Glasgow. He has on no fewer
than five occasions headed the poll.

~.orrts~.onll.enc.e.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-As this sad war still continues, there is greater need to sow
the pure seed of the Gospel amongst the brave soldiers, many of whom
are suddenly called into eternity. Who can tell what the Lord may
accomplish at this time 1 I am just on the eve of dispatching a further
large consignment of pure truth to South Africa, and desire the prayers
of your readers that the Lord's blessing may be abundantly outpoured
upon it, and He shall have all the glory. Besides the appeals from
Africa for litemture, appeals come from many other quarters, so that
we need a large supply of Gospel truth.
I am requested to aclmowledge a parcel of books from L. O. S.,
which I do with many thanks. I also gratefully thank C. S. (Hastings)
Both parcels were very acceptable.
for her cheering letter and books.
A friend, who has received a number of Memm'ials of a Gracious Life
(presented through the great kindness of Miss COWELL) for distribution,
writes asking for many more copies, saying, "I look upon your book,
Mem01'ials of a Gracimts Life, as a great treasure indeed."
Yours faithfully,
St. Ma1'k's Road, Salisbu1'y, May 4th, 1900.
R. E. BmDER.
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lJassing ®bmts.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE anniversary meetings of our great r~ligious Societies have been
very largely attended this year, and the gloomy anticipations that
their accounts would show a serious falling-off in their income, on
account of the extra calls upon public beneficence made by the War
and the Indian Famine, have been, except in a few cases, happily
falsified.
THE Church Missionary Society announced the receipts of the
largest year's income which it has ever had, namely, £404,906. This
large sum was partly made up by special centenary contributions;
but independently of those contributions the ordinary income of the
Society shows an increase of 25 per cent. in the last five years; a
very satisfactory fact, although the operations of the Society having
been extended during that, period in a considerably greater proportion,
it really needs a still larger increase of its income to keep pace with
those operations. A wisely abbreviated report was read_ at the
meetings, giving a striking and interesting summary of the Society's
work during the past year; and, for the first time in the Society's
history, a native of Africa, BISHOP J OHXSOS, himself an evidence of
the blessing granted to the Society's work, preached the annual
sermon in St. Bride's Church, and a very excellent sermon it was,
earnest, thoughtful, and eloquent.
THE British and Foreign Bible Society had, it reports, a partly
reduced income, namely, £211,468, as against £219,966, whilst its
expenditure has mounted up to £235,210; and the number of its
issues is larger than ever, being no less than 5,047,792 Bibles,
Testaments, and Scripture Portions, an increase of half a million
over the issues of the previous year. No suggestion was made at the
annual meeting for wiping off this deficit in its income, but some
special effort is desirable, for it would be a great pity if the Society's
noble work has to be curtailed, as it was some years ago, on account
of a similar deficit.
THE supporters of the Religious Tract Society had the satisfaction
of hearing from its annual report that the £50,000 which it was hoped
might be raised as a Centenary Fund, had been more than raised, the
amount actually contributed being £51,510 ; and the· help rendered by
this Fund has been of the greatest service in enabling the Society to
extend its foreign missionary work. The total number of publications
sent out from the Society's depot during the past year was 33,764,030.
The number of tracts and handbills pnt into circulation was 15,942,380.
Estimating the issues from foreign depots and societies more or less
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directly connected \vith the Religious Tract Society and aided by its grants
at 20,000,000, the total circulation of the year was 53,764,030, and of
3,386,918,860 since the commencement of the work.
Missionary
Funds had amounted to £16,329 19s. 7d., showing an excess over
those of last vear of £220 15s. 10d. There is an increase under each
head of sUbsc~iptions, donations, and receipts from Associations j and
also in the subscriptions to the Society for the Distribution of Scripture
Truth. Legacies show a decrease of £1,242 2s. 9d. That, in spite
of this falling-off, there should be an increase on the whole, was a
matter for much satisfaction and thankfulness.
THE news respecting the War in South Africa is a cause for great
thankfulness. LORD ROBERTil has made a vigorous march forwards
from Bloemfontein, and driving the Boers pell-mell before him, has
established his head-quarters at Kroonstad, far on the road to Pretoria.
General BULLER has similarly driven the Boers over the Biggarsberg,
The Boer
and is advancing towards the Drackensberg passes.
commandoes in the south-east of the Free State seem to be dissolving
away or fleeing to their homesteads. And the little town or village
of :J1afeking, whose gallant garrison so heroically endured a most
trying siege which lasted for seven months, has providentially been
relieved. Our repeated successes seem to have had such a depressing
effect upon our foes, that there is reason to hope that they will not
continue the struggle much longer.
We earnestly wish that this
hope may be fulfilled, and that peace may soon be re-established
in South Africa, and this dreadful war come to an end. Will not
all the Lord's dear childrlln unite in fervent 'prayer that this may be
the case 1
GREAT events sometimes take place in a very quiet and unostentatious
manner, and one of the greatest events which has ever taken place
in the history of our nation is now occurring in such a manner,
namely, the consolidation of Great Britain and her Colonies into one
vast and homogeneous whole, forming a mighty empire, closely
united together by--it is hoped-indissoluble bonds, and prepared to
further its united interests as the interests of one people, although
speaking many different languages, and inhabiting many different
climes, and to stand shoulder to shoulder in times of adv.ersity
even, if needful, against the whole world. The first step in this
great consolidation is a Commonwealth Bill which has been brought
before the House of Commons in reference to the Colonies of
Australia. This Bill, if it passes int,o law, will officially incorporate
those Colonies into an integral part of the British Empire, with a
population as large as that of the United States of America, when
they were separated from llS, and with a territory as great as that
which that Republic now possesses. This may perhaps in one way
be supposed to be a matter of comparatively little importance,'
because those colonies have been always regarded as being practically
united to us j but they have not been really or legally so united;
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and at any time they might have formed themselves into an independent
nation, and thrown off every form of allegiance to the Mother Country,
together with any responsibility which that allegiance might entail.
Now, however, by their own expressed wish, 'they are about to be
openly and avowedly, legally and practically, united to us in the
closest possible manner, and there is abundant reason to hope that
this union will be productive of the happiest, most extensive. and
abiding results.
ENGINEERS are much excited respecting a novel project in rapid
railway travelling, which is about to be put to a renewed and very
practical test, in a new line between Manchester and Liverpool. It is
expected that this new project will effect a revolution in railway
travelling, and greater changes in travelling than anything since the
invention of the locomotive. The motive po"er will be electricity,
and the speed will be upwards of one hundred miles an hour, with
apparently greater safety than with the present slower rate of
travelling. At this rate, the journey from Manchester to Liverpool
will only take twenty minutes; and if the project be successful, and
the system be extended to other lines, Brighton will similarly be
brought within a twenty minutes' journey from the metropolis, and
the Crystal Palace will be reached in five minutes from Charing
Cross. If this be realized, it seems as if there will be a further
fulfilment of the prophecy, "Many shall run to and fro."
ANOTHER very serious indictment has been brought forward against
the Roman Catholic 8hurch, in two articles recently published in the
Gontempom1'Y Review and in the National Review. It consists of the
most startling revelations of the working of Romanism in France,
showing the practical effects of a combination of a celibate priesthood
and a compulsory confessional; and also the fearful and revolting
cruelties which are practised upon poor helpless orphans in nunneries
which arc supposed to be the abodes of holiness and happiness, and
conducted by women who are imagined to be models of Christian love
and piety. Abundant evidence is' given in proof of the statements
made, partly taken from the results of public investigations published
in the Aurore newspaper, and partly from debates in the French
Chamber; and their correctness is vouched for by the fact that the
Romish Bishop of Nancy, Mgr. TURIKAZ, sent some of the details to
the POPE, and, by some astounding oversight, they were published to
the world in the official Allalecfa. The nunneries in which these cruel
deeds took place are supposed to be under efficient official inspection;
but it seems that the crafty nuns hoodwink the official inspectors.
What may not be going on in nunneries which are wholly free from
official or any other inspection 1
A VERY interesting ceremony took place at Olney, on Wednesday,
April 25th, namely, the celebration of the lOOth anniversary of the
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death' of the poet COWPER, when a large number of those who admire
and value his poems assembled together from all parts of the country.
THIS ceremony has also brought to light a striking fact respecting
the poet's death, which is mentioned by Dr. HANDLEY MouLE. In
the poet's published biography, it is stated that about half-an-hour
after his death a great change took place in his countenance, and that
whereas he died with a very sad expression upon hig countenance-an
expression which was habitual to him in his later years-suddenly that
expression was changed to one of the sweetest peace and happiness.
But Dr..MOULE gives a differE,lnt account. He says that the wellknown and excellent Miss MARSH told him that she heard her father
state, and he said that he received the statement from COWPER'S own
nephew, JOHNSON, who attended him most devotedly in his last illness,
that the change took place half-an-hour befoTe his decease, and not
'half-an-hour afterwards. JOHNSON said that the poet was unable to
speak, and almost tillable to move, but that as he quietly lay upon his
bed, with the customary weary and sad expression upon .his
countenance, suddenly-as if he saw something that cheered and
delighted him, or received some heavenly impression-the weary, sad
expression vanished, and his face was lit up with an expression of
inexpressible brightness and happiness; and that expression continued
untH his spirit passed away.

IN connection with this interesting celebration, we may mention
that a new edition of COWPER'S celebrated poem, "The Task," has just
been published by Mr, CHARLES J. THYNNE, the Evangelical publisher,
of Wycliffe House, 6, Great Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn. It is well
printed, and nicely illustrated with sixty beautiful illustrations by
BIRKET FOSTER. It is published at 3s. 6d.
A. REMARKABI.E arclueological discovery has just been announced by
PROFESSOR BOHRMAl'\N, of the University of Vienna.
The ancient
historian, EUSEBIUS, mentions some letters which passed between
.ABGARUS V. (or XV.) King of Edessa, in Mesopotamia, and our Lord;
but they have hitherto been regarded as apocryphal. They were said
to have been written in Syro-Chaldaic characters, and to have been
originally discovered beneath a stone at a spot about eighty-four miles
from the city of Iconium, in the year A..D. 97.
Now, however, they
have been discovered engraven word for word upon the gateway of an
old palace at Ephesus; and this certainly tends to establish their
authenticity, or their reputed authenticity'; for it can scarcely be supposed that anyone would have taken the trouble, in ancient days, to
engrave deeply in stone so long an inscription, without a firm belief in
its authenticity. The letter from .ABGARUS runs as follows :-" I have
heard of Thee and the cures wrought by Thee without herbs or
medicines; for it is reported that Thou restoreth sight to the blind,
2 H
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and maketh the lame to walk; cleanseth the leper, raiseth the dead,
casteth out devils and unclean spirits, and healeth those that are
tormented of diseases of a long continuance. Hearing all this of Thee,
I was fully persuaded that Thou are the very God come down from
Heaven to do such miracles, or that Thou art the Son of God and
performeth them; wherefore I have sent Thee a few lines entreating
Thee to come hither and cure my dil>eases :-besides hearing that the
Jews murmur aga!nst Thee, and continue to do Thee mischief, I invite
Thee to my city, which is but a little one, but is beautiful and sufficient
to entertain us both." Christ's reply is thus translated: "Blessed art
thou for believing Me whom thou hast not seen; for it is written of
Me that they that have seen Me shall not believe, and they that have
not seen Me shall believe and be saved; but concerning the matter thou
has written about, this is to acquaint you that all things for which I
was sent hither must be fulfilled, and then I shall be taken up and
return to Him that sent Me, but after My ascension I will send one of.
My disciples, that shall cure thee of thy distemper, and give life to all
them that are with thee." Tradition states that the Apostle Philip
was sent by our Lord to ABGARUS for this purpose.
DISTRESSING accounts still reach us respecting the Indian Famine,
and we fear that they will do so for some time to come. A
missionary at Kherwara, via Rohira, Rajputana, where the famine is
raging fearfully, writes to us :-" Please accept my best thanks for
your kind note and the donations to our Famine Fund. Will you
'kindly convey my thanks to the donors? ,Ye are passing through
a frightful time. The famine is. becoming more and more acute.
Large numbers of the poor Bheels are dying all round us. The dead are
left where they breathe their last, whether it be by the wayside, or
in the fields and jungles. Vole have, up to the present, opened
twelve Relief Centres, where we are feeding over 3,000 sufferers.
More than 2,000 of these are children, who, besides being fed, are being
taught some hymns, the Lord's Prayer, and something about our
Heavenly Father and Saviour. 'Ye hope to open two more kitchens
next week. The crying needs of the people are quite beyond our
power to meet them. I've are doing all we can to save as many
lives as possible. One feels so weak and helpless amidst the multitudes of the pleading, crying, starving, dying people. Believe me,
yours sincerely, C. STEWART THOMPSON." If any of our readers see fit
to intrust to us any further donations, we will gladly see that they
are speedily sent to this worthy and hard-working missionary, for his
poor, "pleading, crying, starving, dying people."
D. A. D.

WHAT is there in all this world that can give a soul such joy and
comfort as to find himself by everything set on and furthered in his
way to heaven! And yet this may be discerned by an heedful attendance to the effects and issues of providences.-Flavel.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.-NINETY·THIRD
ANNUAL MEETING.
MUNIFICENT OFFER BY MR. B. DENSHAM.
THE gorgeous surroundings of the Egyptian Hall of the Mansion
House, though identified with many famous episodes in England's
modern history, have circled nothing worthier, nobler, or more
entirely creditable to the Empire's civic centre than the gathering in
connection with the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, now annually
held within the walls of the Mansion House. For ninety-three years
the Society, inaugurated in Whitefield's Tabernacle, Moorfields, has
pursued its kindly mission directed from the City of London, and
extending its benefits throughout the country. Within the limits of
Protestant and Scriptural truth the institution is entirely undenominational. From its foundation principles the Society has never varied j
and while its scope is continually extending, its benefits are exclusively
for the poor and aged of the household of faith. During its existence
6,936 aged pilgrims have received life pensions, and nearly £300,000
has been distributed amongst them.
The ninety-third Annual :JIeeting was again held by the kind
permission of the LORD MAYOR in the :JIansion House, on Monday
afternoon, the Chair being occupied by Lieut-General Sir W. STIRLING,
K.C.B. Among those on the platform were the Rev. Dr. C. H. H.
WRIGHT, the Rev. W. FULLER GOOCH, the Rev. W. SINDEN, the Rev.
O. S. DOLBEY, Messrs. B. DENSHAM, F. A. BEVAN, W. H. COLLINGRIDGE,
E. RAWLINGS, W. J. PARKS, and J. E. HAZELTON (Secretary).
After the devotional exercises the Secretary presented brief abstracts
from the report, which showed that the improvement in the regular
income of the society had been maintained, though the receipts still fell
short of the increasing claims upon the pension list. Annual subscriptions amounted to £4,360, being an increase of £68 upon the previous
twelve mont~s. Donations realized £708, auxiliaries £1,561, and
collections after sermons £599, the lat~er sum representing an
increased number of pulpits from which the claims of the Society are
advocated. No less than 1,493 pensioners li,ing in all parts of the
United Kingdom are now upon the books, and the sum of £10,941
has been distributed amongst them in pensions during the year. As
compared with three years ago, the figures show an increase of 73
pensioners and £481 in pensions. The four homes of the Society
provide comfortable dwellings for 180 pensioners. In the beautiful
buildings at Hornsey Rise there are about 120; the Camberwell
Asylum provides for 40. There is accommodation for nine in the
Stamford Hill Home, and the Brighton Home provides suitable accommodation for the remainder. Each home has its Benevolent Fund, out
of which nurses and medical attention are provided for the bedridden
and the feeble, while the coal funds have been heavily drawn upon
during the late severe winter. In conclusion t\le Committee recorded
their thankfulness to God that the War fund and other calls llpon the
charity of the nation had not impaired the income of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society.
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The CHAIRMAN expressed the opinion that the Homes were admirably
arranged and economically conducted. Out of 1,500 pensioners on
the list, he discovered that one was over one hundred years of age, 18
were over ninety, 294 were over eighty, and 1,071 were over seventy
years of age. Among such a number what experience there must be
of the roughness of the way and of the goodness and mercy of God"!
What witness were these dear ones able to bear to the truth as it is in
Jesus. The Great Shepherd was hedging them about and watching
over them day by day and hour by hour. Nothing could happen to
them till their work was accomplished and the Shepherd should gather
them into His Fold, when they would realize the truth of His gracious
promise, "They shall be Mine on that day when I make up My
jewels." In conclusion SIR Wn,LIAM STIRLING warmly commended
the Society, and asked that prayer should constantly be made at
the Throne of Grace that grace and wisdom might be be given to the
Society to enable it to draw from on high what was needful for the
Aged PilgrimE.
The Rev. Dr. C. H. H. WRIGHT then moved the following resolution:
"That the Divine blessing which has attended the work of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society during the past twelve months calls for devout
thanksgiving to our faithful covenant keeping God, and this meeting
hereby resolves that the ninety-third annual report, containing the
record of so much favour, be adopted, printed, and circulated." Dr.
WRIGHT also moved the election of the committee.
Outlining the
objects of the Society, Dr. WRIGHT dwelt upon its "breadth" in
extending its benefits to all those who loved the Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity. It was at the same time nanowed down to all those who
were of the household of faith.
They felt that members of the
Church of Christ ought to be succoured by Christians. It was a
disgrace to find a Christian in the workhouse. In benefiting aged
pilgrims they received benefits themselves, for blessings always came
back to them in accordance with the benefits they gave to others.
The Rev. W. SINDEN, in seconding the resolution, said he was on a
platform in which he thoroughly believed. They were asked to thank
God for His goodness during the past year; but God had been good to
them from the beginning. It was an old society, but it never seemed
to grow old. It retained its youth because it retained God's blessing.
That blessing was indicated in the faithfulness that had characterized
the Society. They heard of new societies being formed because old
societies had departed from their foundation principles. They had
never heard of a young "Aged Pilgrims' Society" being formed for
that reason. There had always been a faithful adherence to God's
immortal truth. Mr. SINDEN asked for a large increase in guinea
subscribers. In conclusion, he said the Committee carried on their
work without undue anxiety, because they realized that they had behind
them the vast reserve fund of the fulness of Almighty God through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Mr. B. DENSHAM expressed the pleasUl'e he had in supporting the
resolution. In considering a charity he always examined two points,
namely, its object and its management. With regard to the objects of
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the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, he declared there was .no cause so
noble or more worthy of support. The Fifth Commandment was called
the Commandment of Promise, and he believed the assurance there
given was fulfilled to this day. The poor old pilgrims in the care of
the Society were, in a sense, their fathers and mothers/and those who from
a right motive did something to benefit them, would not lack a blessing
in this world. With regard to the management of the Society, as he
had two relatives on the committee, it would perhaps be invidious for
him to praise it.
He was, however, of opinion that the secretary
Was of more importance than the managers, for' while the secretary
might be able to convert a weak board into a strong one, however good
a board a Society might possess it could not turn a weak secretary into
a good one. Mr. HAZELTON was the right man in the right place, and
possessed the three qualifications which he thought necessary for a
secretary-capability, earnestness, and tact. He could testify to the
tactfulness of Mr. HAZEIHON, for the latter had the art of writing
letters that had the effect of making their recipients very pleased with
themselves. Mr. DENSHAM then discussed the practical side of the
Society's affairs, and examined the sources of its revenue, the fields as
he put it, from which they gathered their crops. These were legacies,
donations, new subscribers, and old subscribers. Of the latter there
were 3,000 persons who annually subscribed a guinea.
He (Mr.
DENSHAJlI) was of opinion that half at least of these friends could as
easily write a cheque for two guineas as for one. It was not, he
thought, want of will but want of thought that led them to give the
smaller sum. To stimulate some of these donors to give twp guineas
instead of one he would himself give two guineas for every extra guinea
thus subscribed up to the first five hundred, making his offer one
thousand guineas in all. As soon as Mr. HAZELTON informed him that
the first fifty had responded he would send a cheque for one hundred
guineas, and so on until the limit of a thousand guineas was reached.
It was with the greatest reluctance that he had brought himself forward
in this way, but he felt it was no use preaching unless he himself
practised, and example was always better than precept. His excuse
for thus appearing to obtrude himself was his deep interest in the work
of the Society. (Loud cheers.)
The collection was then made, the Chairman announcing that he
had received a special donation of £10 from Ml'. D. C. PRESTON in
order, as the latter stated in his covering letter, that the Society might
not suffer from diversion of funds on account of the claims of war.
Pastor FULLER GOOCH then moved the following resolution :-" The
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society by' the nature and scope of its
operations, its clear and Scriptural basis and undenominational
principles, is worthy of increased support by all who love the Lord
Jesus Christ, and who desire to carry out His words, 'Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have
done it unto Me.''' He said the crowded audience augured well for
the work, and showed an appreciation of the efforts of the Committee.
He was rejoiced that a Society so unique should command such a large
amount of public support.
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The Rev. O. S. DOLBEY, of the Surrey Tabernacle, seconded the
resolution.
On rising in support of the same, Mr. F.A. BEVAN said that
since he had been at the meeting he had learned that it was a
Mr. DENSHAM'S
somewhat serious thing to support a resolution.
munificence showed him that it might become a very substantial affair.
As one of the treasurers of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, however,
he expressed his gratitude, and he had no doubt that Mr. HAZELTON
would at no very distant date claim the first instalment, and would do
his very best to speedily get the last. Mr. DE"SHA)!'S was one of the
best speeches he had heard delivered either in that or in any other
hall. He earnestly wished that all their pensions could be of the
Talue of ten guineas, and if only they had a few more supporters like
Mr. DENSHAM, they could speedily do it. Mr. BEvAx, in concluding,
paid a tribute to the earnest work of M1'. HAzELTox, to whom in a
large measure the success of the Society was due.
Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE moved a vote of thanks to the Chairman,
and to the LORD MAYOR for the use of the Mansion House, which was
seconded by Mr. W. J. PARKS, and after the singing of the Doxology,
the Benediction was pronounced, and the meeting concluded.

S. A.
" NEVERTHELESS."
(PSALM lxxxix. 33.)
WHAT a blessed" Nevertheless" is here for the dear children! How
sweetly it comes in to give relief to a poor, sin-beaten, tempted and
fallen soul! Though poor and wretched, and wanderers from the Lord,
as the best of Christ's children are in themselves, yet in Jesus they are
still viewed, and in Him, the "Beloved," they are accepted. God
the Father hath always an eye to His covenant engagements, to His
Word, to His oath, to His own free, everlasting lovE', and to the
" Ransom" which He hath received for their redemption from the
hands of their Surety. There.is everlasting efficacy, everlasting worth
and virtue, in the blood of the Lamb, and His precious blood and
righteousness plead more for them than all their infirmities cry against
-them. Oh, precious Jesus! Oh, gracious God and Father in Christ!

-Dr. Hawke1'.
No scholarship is required to take us to heaven.
Jesus Christ
wants broken hearts; true beggars, anxious sinners, are heaven winners.
Eternity will unravel the mysteries of time.-A1wn.
DEAR child of God; you may have wealth, it cannot profit long.
You may have health, decay will cause its flower to fade. You may
have strength, it will soon totter to the grave. You may have honours,
a breath will blast them. You may have flattering friends, they are
only as a summer brook. These boasted joys oft cover now an aching
heart. They never gave a grain of solid peace. They never healed a
conscience wound. They never wore approving looks from heaven.
They never crushed the sting of sin.-Dean Law.
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Lighter Mmnents. From the Note-book of Bishop WALSHAM How.
Edited by FREDERICK DOUGLAS How. London: Isbister and Co.
Price 2s. 6d.
BISHOP WALSHAM How, who was well known as the author of some
sweet and popular hymns, seems to have had a keen sense of humour,
and to have been of a very genial disposition. His son says, "His
simple, joyous life was a song of praise to his Creator, like that of a.
bright spring day. He rejoiced in the Lord always. No one who
knew him could fail to be struck with this all-pervading note in his
character. No matter what the anxiety, no matter what the trouble,
he was always ready to turn his face to the Sun and be gladdened by
the Light. A quality on a slightly lower level, but having its own part
in helping to sustain his sunniness of disposition, was his keen sense
of humour. He never could help seeing the funny iSide of things. A
visit to some dreary and neglected parish in East London would sadden
him, but the ready answer of a street boy, or a good story told him
by a fellow-traveller in train or tram, would not fail to be appreciated, and would give him something cheery to talk about when he got
home." The Bishop was in the habit-like TOPLADy-of jotting down
in a note-book anecdotes and facts which he thought were worth recording, and this small volume is a selection from that note-book. The
contents are chiefly of a humorous kind, but several of them imply or
enforce an important thought or moral. For example, " Mr. B--, of
Stamford, in a teachers' meeting, urged his Sunday school teachers not
to take it for granted that their scholars knew the meaning of words, and
illustrated his caution by the word 'Epiphany,' telling them that
they should always explain that it meant' manifestation.' Shortly
afterwards the diocesan inspector was examining the day school, and
accidentally asked what 'Epiphany' meant. One little girl said, 'A
railway porter, sir.' The inspector asking what made her think that,
she said her teacher had told her it meant the 'man at the station' ! "
" At a charity sermon a certain nobleman was in a seat with a rich man
whom he did not know, but who knew him, the nobleman being furthest
from the door. At the close of the sermon, the nobleman took out a
shilling and placed it on the book-board. The rich pa1'venu was very
indignant, and as a rebuke took out a sovereign and placed it on the
book-board. The nobleman looked for a moment, and then quietly put
down another shilling, the other at once putting down a second
sovereign. And so they went on, until tbe nobleman had five shillings
and the other five pounds before him. When the alms.bag came, the
rich man ostentatiously put the five sovereigns in. The nobleman put
one shilling into the bag, and the other four into his pocket." The following fact shows the risk and folly (irrespective of the dishonesty) of
preaching borrowed sermons :-" A shy, nervous clergyman near Bradford
was about to help a friend by reading the prayers, when a message
came to say that a neighbouring incumbent was taken ill, and wanted
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help., The rector could not go, so the friend had to be sent; but,
having no sermon with him, he borrowed one from the rector, who wrote
a clear, good hand. He selected one well written, of which the subject
was 'the value of time,' and he meant to read it over as he went on
his way, but eventually did not like to do so, as he sat beside a servant
who drove him over. So it happened that he had to read it for the
first time in the pulpit. He got on very well till he came to a sentence saying that, as the parish possessed no church clock, it was his
intention to present one. He was too nervous to omit the sentence,
and (1 was assured at Bradford) did actually present the promised
clock, which cost £70 ! "

Thoughts and Observations, Sacred and Secular. By an Aged Pilgrim.
London: W. B. and L. Collingridge.
SOME striking thoughts and timely observations by one who evidently
is a keen observer of men and things around him, and who also loves
the works of the great Creator and Gospel truth.
We append a
'
specimen : INSTINCT VERSUS ART.
" Mankind may boast of wondrous
"All seed when sown, each flower
arts,
and fruit,
For art is man's alone;
Instinctive laws obey,
But instinct in a worm imparts
Which bafHes reason's keen
A skill to man unknown.
pursuit
To fathom or display.
"The silk which forms the robe of
I
"This marks the great Creator's
state,
The pearl which decks the
power
In whom all wisdom dwells;
crown,
The art of man could not createHis works obey Him ev'ry hour,
Instinct formed them alone.
And naught but man rebels.
" And he at length must willing be (Psalm cx. 3),
Through God's almighty power,
Who maketh both the blind to see
And the rebellious cower."
THE BELOVED.
is the Beloved of Heaven, because of His own essential
holiness and oneness with the Father, and also because He is the
Mediator of the new Covenant, and the Redeemer of the chosen seed.
He is, too, the Beloved of His chosen people. They ,each exclaim, "1
am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine." They add, "Whom not
having seen, we love." They sincerely appeal to Him, "Lord, Thou
knowest all things; Thou knowest that we love Thee." He is worthy
to be entwined with the cords of love round every fibre of the heart.
He is also worthy to occupy its every recess, and to move in its every

JESUS

motioI)..-Dean Law.
SEJ,F-RELJANCE is the very bond of unbelief.
It is essential infidelity,
and one of its most deadly branches.-Tlplady.

