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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.
If

Who comforteth us n all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd."-2 COR. i. 4.

OUR FATHER'S PROVIDENCE.
" The Lord will provide" [marginJ.-GENEsIs xxii. 14.
TH!;; marginal translations to be found in the Authorized Version of
the English Bible are often of -great spiritual value. They represent, indeed, the decision of the minority of the translators, in 1611, yet
they sometimes seem to express more faithfully and clearly the sense
of the original than t,he rendering resolved upon by the majority,
and placed in the body of the English text. It is always desirable,
for our edification, to use Bibles containing the marginal translation,
and to prayerfully compare the two versions with the general teaching
of such other portions of the Holy Word as bear on the particular
truth under notice. Devout students of the Scriptures are now-a-days
provided with such exhaustive" helps," in the shape of concordances,
lexicons, dictionaries, guides, harmonies, cyclopffidias, and commentaries
that, :without any knowledge of Hebrew and Greek, they possess
great advantages over their Christian forefathers.- Yet it is to be
feared that the daily, systematic reading of, and meditating in, the
Word of Truth prevails much less commonly in the present generation
than was -the case in the times of our grandparents. The pious
generations who, a hundred years ago, possessed no external "helps"
beyond Cruden's, Conco-rdance in their protracted daily study of the
Scriptures, were nevertheless truly" mighty" in the knowledge and
love of them.
Like the noble Bereans, they "searched" the inspired writings in an exceptional spirit of devotion, with an earnest
and thirsting desire to know more perfectly the truth of the things of
GOD treasured up in the precious Book of books; and many a poor
unlettered peasant in England, Scotland, and Wales was better able
in his day to give an answer to those who asked him for "a reason
of the hope that was in him" than could the highest of our " Higher
Critics ", in this twentieth century! The work of the HOLY SPIRIT
in the hearts of those "wayfaring men, though fools" in the world's
philosophy, was so real, definite, and experimental, that they had no
need any man should teach them, nor had they so much as dreamed
of "the verifying faculty" of our Rationalists and NtJologians.
With the GOD-inspired Psalmist, they could adoringly exclaim,
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"0 how love'i Thy law! it is my meditation all the day. Thou
through Thy commandments hast made me wiser, than mine
ene.JD.ies: for they are ever with me. I have more understanding
than all my teachers: for Thy testimonies are my meditation, I
understand more than the ancients, because I keep Thy precepts"
(Psalm cxix. 97-100).
"JEHOVAH-JIREH" was to them, as He is to all true-hearted
believers to-day, a Person, a reality, and a possession, The religion
of "The LORD will provide" has been the faith of GOD'S elect in
all ages. It was the religion of our father ABRAHAM, and .ery
instructingly does DAVID set it forth in the 65th Psalm, when he
writes, "'l'hou prepm'est them corn, when Thou hast so provided for
it." The providence of our heavenly FATHER is no abstract, or selfconstituted system of beneficence, as the world speaks and thinks of
it. It is that Divine fan-sight (lJ1'o-video) which anticipates the
necessities of J EHOVAH'S dependent creatures, and prepa1'es (prce'lJaro)
supplies to meet them when they arise. In CHRIST are "laid up"
all' the treasures of the FATHER'S providence, and His children are
taught by the HOLY SPIRIT to ask for" daily bread," to be careful
for nothing, but to make known their requests to GOD, whether
concerning things spiritual or temporal. The fore-sight of the
GOD of the promises has been ever guided by His wisdom
and actuated by His love. The providential vigilance and power of'
"our own GOD," dear brethren, are alluded to in Holy Scripture
under a variety of figures, chiefly of a kind familiar to us all. Thus.
we read of His" hand," His" arm," His "eyes," His" heart," and
His "thoughts." Of course, these are spoken of as similitudes only.
For, as the First Article of the Church of England scripturally
teaches, "'l'here is but one living and true GOD, everlasting, without
body, pm'ts, 01' passions j of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the
Maker and Preserver of all things both visible and invisible. And
in unity of this Godhead there be three Persons, of one substance,
power, j3,nd eternity; the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST."
How marvellous, then, is the gracious condescension of the MOST
lIIGH thus-by accommodation of ideas-to speak of Himself. How
truly like a father that pities the slow-heartedness of his children
thus to reveal Himself under the attributes of His creatures! But
there is a very real fitness in the adaptation of these human instruments
to Divine ends, for the "hand" signifies pe1jo'rmance, the "arm"
strength, the " eyes" disceJ'nment, the "heart" a.tlection, and the
" thoughts" minclfulne88. And the GOD of the promises becomes the
GOD of their performance in a way which calls into exercise His
hand, and arm, and eyes, and heart, and thoughts. Let us remember
that JEHOVAH'S providence concerns not merely the temporal lot of His
people. Most true it is that their temporal interests are all conserved
under the shelter of that pregnant word, The saints are the special
care of their heavenly FATHER in regard to the least of their
temporal interests. The Scriptures abound in illustrations of that
tender care.
The minutest things affecting His children lie
near the LORD'S heart.
The hairs of thei.r heads arc all.

\
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numberod by. Him.
He counts thei1' tears, and 'puts them
into the bottle of His loving, pitying remembrance. He hears
attentively their every cry and sigh. _Their steps are watched over
with tenderest consideration. Their way i'l evei- before Him, for He
never suffers them out of His sight for a single moment. Should
Satan or man attempt to hurt the least of them, he must, -sooner or
later, discover that he did it to his own destruction. "Whoso. shall
()ffend one of these little ones which believe in Me; it were better for
him that a millstone were hanged about bis neck, and that he were
drowned in the depth of the sea" (Matt. xviii. 6).
The little things of
the LORD'S little ones are precious in His sight. Bishop HALL has a
trite remark, "There is a great providence in little things," and the
golden-mouthed SIBBES observes,'" GOD often disposeth little occasions
to great purposes, and by those very ways, whereby ,proud men have
gone about to withstand GOD'S counsels, they have fulfilled them.'"
Yes, indeed, and not infrequently the Wisdom 'of our Covenant GOl) has
employed the enemies; of His saints to minister to their needs. It
was in the spirit and enjoyment of this great truth that Jam,
NEWTOK penned his immortal hymn:example declares,
Whatever distress may betide,
The saints may commit all their
cares
To Him who will surely provide:
'When rain long withheld from
the earth
Occasion'd a famine of bread,
The Prophet, secur'd from the
dearth,
By ravens was constantly fed.

'-' Thus worldlings, though ravens
indeed,
Though greedy and selfish their
mind,
If God has a servant to feed,
Against their own wills can he
kind.

",ELIoTAH'S

" More likely to rob than to feed,
Were ravens which live upon
prey;
But when the Lord's people have
need,
His goodness will find out a
way:
This instance to those may be
strange,
Who know not how faith can
prevail ;
But sooner all nature shall
change,
Than one of GOD'S promises
fail.
"Nor is it a siilgular case,
The wonder is often renew'd ;
And many can say to His
praise,
H.e,sends them by ravens their
fuod;
. '

I

"Thus Satan, that raven unclean,
'Nho croaks in the ears of the·,
saints, ,
Compell'd by a Power unseen,
Administers oft to their wants :
God teaches them how to find
food
From all the temptations they
feel;
This raven, who thirsts for my
blood,
Has heJp'd me to many a meal.
"How safe and how happy - are
they
Who on the Good Shepherd
rely!
He gives them out strength for
their day,
Their wants He will surely
supply;
He ravens and lions can tame,
All creatures ohey His command;Then let me rejoice in His name,
And leave all my cares in His
hand."
2 D 2
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Probabls', not a few of our beloved readers can countersign JOHN
NEWTON'S experience of the faithfulness and the resources of Him
whose tender mercies are over all His works.
Such delight totrace His Covenant-devised dealings, and to find their hearts welling
up in grateful praise and holy song. Let us, then, brethren, briefly
note a few Scriptures which refer to the LORD'S active power and
love.
1. His "Hand." This member, as we have already mentioned,
metaphoricallY signifies performance. "The right hand of the LORD
bringeth mighty things to pass." Very beautifully is the lesson of
trusting solely the LORD'S HAND illustrated in the case of EZRA, when
he was occupied in leading back the tribes of Israel to Canaan at
the close of the Babylonian captivity. The host, whom ARTAXERXES
the king had emancipated, journeyed some distance from Babylon
when EZRA felt his need of guidance and counsel in the road to be
taken. He stopped the entire caravan, and ordered a season of
fasting and prayer. "Then," he says, "I proclaimed a fast there, at,
the river Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves before our GOD, to seek
of Him a right way jor us, and for our little ones, and for all our
substance." And then, proceeding, the man of faith gives us an
explanation as to why no guide or convoy from king ARTAXERXEB
had accompanied the host-an explanation full of instruction for us
all. - "For," says he, "I was ashamed to require of the king a
band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy in the
way, because we had spoken unto the king saying, The hand of our
God is upon all them for good that seek Him: but His power and
His wrath is against all them that forsake Him" (Ezra viii. 21, 22).
The tender conscience of that Israelite forbade His professing
trust in the hand of his GOD while in practice he depended
on an arm of flesh. It would :Rave belied his consistency in the
eyes of the heathen sovereign to ask for an escort in addition to
"the hand of our GOD"! Oh, that grace might enable us all to walk
likewise by this safe and righteous rule! '1'be performing providence
of onr heavenly FATHER is a great reality, and it needs no fleshly
help to make it snfficient to deal with our direst straits and
exigencies,
2. His "Arm." Ah, here we discover the secret of JEHOV_~H'S
power. As saith the Psalmist, in a spirit of devout wond-er and holy
fear, "Thou hast a mighty arm"! (Psalm lxxxix. 13). I f " the
weakness of GOD is stronger than men" (1 Cor. i. 25), what must His
strength be 1 Whether in providence or in grace, the arm of the LORD
is omnipotent, and upon that all-sustaining, all-defending, all-saving
arm the poor weak Bride of CHRIST is taught to lean when coming up
out of her present wilderness state and experience. Realizing her
security and prosperity, as thus upheld, well may she "sing in tbe
ways of the LORD that great is the glory of the LORD." The arm
that wrought redemption for the people is the same tbat will put every
one of them in possession of the eternal inheritance.
3. His "Eyes." Ob, well is it that we poor blind ones should
remember that our eyes are in our" HEAD" (Eec!. ii. 14), and that
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Qmniscience in Him is engaged to foresee all evil that can beset our
goings and to provide against it. The blessed truth of all this is
summarised in His title-JEHovAH-JIREH. Nothing-past, present, or to
~ome-is hidden from His knowledge, and it is our covenanted privilege to be assured that "all things work together for good to them that
love GOD, to them that are the called according to His purpose." . All
the powers of evil, within and around the saints, are exposed to His
penetrating eye t() Whom the darkness and the light are both alike.
"Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear Him, upon them
that hope in His mercy j to deliver their soul from death, and to
keep them alive in famine" (Psalm xxxiii. 18, 19). Dark times may
be our experience, yet the loving eyes of our GOD and FATHER are still
re~ting npon us for good, and He will certainly keep us alive at our
worst times.
4. His" Heart." Here is the true mystery of free and sovereign
grace! .The stones of the living temple are all dear to GOD. Even
the material structure at Jerusalem, type of the spiritual House of
GoD, was sacred in His sight, and so regarding it He spake those
wondrous words to SOLOMOK at the dedication of the structure: "I
have heard thy prayer and thy supplication that thou hast made
before Me: I have hallowed this house which thou hast built, to put
My Name there for ever; and Mine eyes and Mine heart shall be there
perpetually" (1 Kings ix. 3). Oh, how infinitely more precious to His
heart must be those "living stones," everyone of which cost the
preciolls blood of His beloved SON! Such, indeed, is the dearness of
the humblest believer in the LORD JESUS who reads these lines:" So dear, so very dear to GOD,
Dearer I cannot be;
For in the Person of GOD'S SON,
I am as dear as He ! "
5. His "Thoughts." Blessed, thrice blessed, is that tried and
affiicted child of GOD who, in the words of the Psalmist, is able to
testify, "I am poor and needy j yet the LORD thinketh upon me"
(Psalm xl. 17), for His thoughts are "very deep," and very
"precious," and withal they are "thoughts of peace, not of evil."
Oh, the inexpressible satisfaction when the soul is enabled by the
indwelling witnessing SPIRIT to realize the fact, "The LORD thinketh
upon me"! What matters it then that man's thoughts of us be
.·contemptuous, or that he think to do us harm 1 What can avail
the malicious thoughts of the devil and his angels 1 'fhey are all
harmless, and fall powerless to the ground. A!ld our own thoughts
.concerning ourselves in no way depreciate us in the thoughts of
GOD, for He views us "accepted in the BELOVED." Our FATHER
in heaven is ever occupied in thinking upon us and our welfare in time
and in eternity. His children are always in His tender, ·wise, and
. far-reaching thoughts.
He" remembers" their needs, and richly
provides ways and means to satisfy them all. Let us,' then, seek
grace to fully trust in His mindfulness and concern for· us.
It
honours Him to thus confide in His revealed character. LORD,
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increase our faith!
Be all in all things unto us, ,ye prar
Thee!
His Covenant providence is our inheritance. Like NAPHTALI, our
'portion in CHRIS'I' JESUS is to be "satisfied with favour, and to be
full with the blessing of the LORD" (Deut. xxxiii. 23). Truly, we
may joyfully sing with' DAvID, "The LORD is my Shepherd: I
'shall not want."
THE EDITOR.
"CONSIDER THE LILIES."
(MATTITE\Y

vi. 28,)

" CONSIDER the lilies"
Of England's fair, leas,
'Which often, beloved,
, Thine' English eye sees.
"Consider the lilies"
While larks sing afar;
Divi,ne object lessons .
.They verily are.

"Consider the lilies,"
They serve in their sphere;
They minister pleasure
To travellers near;
And thou, in the corner
Thy Father assigned,
Shouldst render sweet service,
Shouldst gladden thy kind.

" Consider the lilies,"
They toil not with care,
They' spin not their raiment
Of loveliness l~are.
The God of creation
Ciothesthem, and shall He '
IVho is thine own Father
,Nut" much more," clothe thee?

" Consider the lilies,"
They show forth ~is praise;
They tell of His wisdom
In Spring's changeful days.
And surely "at all times,"
When SOlTOWS oppress,
When joys are apportioned, '
His Name thou shouldstblesB.

" Consider the lilies,"
No stiffness have they;
They hend to the breezes
Which constantly play.
And thou to the ,. rough wind"
Of sorrow and pain "
Shouldst bow' with submission'Twas 'sent for thy gain.

" Consider the lilies"
Thou seest to-day,
Soon some one may pluck them,
, And bear them away;
And thou shalt be "gathered,"
In God's time the best.
'
And "carried by angels'"
To Paradise blest.
ISA.

OH, put the child of God' where you will, his God is with hirif;
; pu t him into a pit where no water is, and his God will sustain hini ;
, put him into the fiery Jurnace,and Jesus will be by him; put him into
a dungeori where he sinks in the mire, and still the arms of almighty
, s~rength are underneath him; p'ut him into a den of lions, and his
, God is there to shut their mouths. Child of God, wherever you are
PU'I.', .the Lord is near you.
We think of 'Him as omnipotent in
majesty, but we should do well to take courage from the 'past,' that
, He is .. omnipresent. in 'TIW1'CY also-ever near, ever, sustaining, ever
delivering' His childr~n ;'fl:om danger. A knowledge of this made
, David,s!Ly, ,"I will J?otfear what man can do unto me."-George
CO'll;ell. ," ,
.;:- Lent lilies. _,

,
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"THE SEA IS HIS."
"And :in the fourth watch of the night Jesus' went unto them)
1vallcing on the sea:"-MA'J'THEw xiv. 25.
"WALKll'iG on the waves of the sea"!
Who but the Lord Jesus ever
performed this wonder-in his own name '~nd sufficiency? Peter,
indeed, but at the command of his Lord, walked several steps on the
face of the deep; which fact further showed that the waves and the
winds were absolutely at the bidding of their Creator. But from
Genesis to Revelation it is not recorded that on any other OCCi1sion
the laws of the physical world were thus arrested in their action.
. Many other wonders, however, were wrought upon and through the
aqueous element from the time when "the Spirit of God moved
upon" its face (Gen. i. 2).
The making of the "sea" is directly
attributed to God (Gen. i. 9, 10), Who has always claimed them for
His own (Psalm xcv. 5). There He has His" way "-as the Psalmist
adoringly confesses, "Thy way is in the sea, and Thy path in the
great waters, and Thy footsteps are not known" (Psalm lxxvii. 19).
The floods may lift up their voice and their waves, yet the Lord that
sitteth on high is "mightier than the noise of many waters, yea,
. than the. mighty waves of the sea" (Psalm xciii. 3, 4). Marvellous
, displays of the Divine Sovereignty have been effected, all along the ages,
through the agency of the great deep and its tributaries. Thus, N0ah
and" few, that is, eight souls," were saved both from the waters and by
the waters. The seething billows which were waters of judgment to the
world were waters of salvation to the believing preacher of righteousness.
" By thus producing contrary effects, through the agency of the same
eleJ;llent, Jehovah enforced the principle of separation and redemption.
He divided between the precious and the vile. He has always put
. a" division" (Exodus viii. 23, see margin) between His beloyed elect
people and the world that lieth in and revels in wickedness. : Moses
turned the waters of· Egypt into blood as a testimony of death
against, Phar(l.9h, who defied the living God by refusing to let~is
Covenant pe9ple,depltrt at His word. On the deeps of the Red Sea
also Jehovah exercisec,l. His ,sovereign power when a way was necessary
for the redeerned' ,tQ pass over, and when the iniquity of their
,persecutors was ripe for judgment and they for d\lstruction.Dryshod, the redeemed hosts of the Lord journeyed all. night between the
restrained masses of water-as between two walls of solid ice-and
came out onth\l :salvation:side of the Red Sea, t~ sing the song; of
triumph and thanksgiving. The Egyptians, upon whom the waters by
Divine command returned, utterly perished, "there replained not so
much as one of them" (Exodus xiv. 28). Again; the "waters saw"
their Maker (Psalm !xxvii. 16), when Israel approached the floods', of
swollen jordan, and God's time for His people to enter Canaan had
fulJycome. . "What ailed thee.. .' . thou J ordaIl, that .thou. wast
:drivv{\n backJ~' (Rsalm cxiv., 5).(, At the siglft of the ark of ,the God
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of all the earth; the flowing forces of the stream of melted snows were
suddenly arrested, and' "the waters that came down from ttbove"
were sovereignly "cut off," and "stood, and rose up in an heap very
far from the city Adam," and' so '''all the people passed clean over
Jordan" (Joshua iii.). The same obedient element owned its Creator's
lmpreme rule when, respectively, Elijah and Elisha had need to pass
over in fulfilment of the revealed will of their God. Nothing in the
whole realm of nature has ever demonstrated more clearly that
inanimate things are Jehovah's servants than the history of the
waters. When it has pleased Him, in the prosecution of His
beneficent purposes, He has made iron to swim on the surface of the
river, and has turned the liquid into wine! And the final display of
. His government of the vasty deep will be manifested when the
. Apocalyptic vision shall be realized-" And there was no more sea!"
Till that blissful hour arrive, the people of God will continue to
do busine~s in great waters, and their God will not fail to show
them His works and wonders in the deep. He illustrated this fact
in the instance of Simon Peter, when he visited the storm-beaten
vessel on the Sea of Galilee in the fourth watch of· the night-" walking
on the sea." That was a very memorable night for Peter and his fellowdisciples. Jesus had bidden them sail without Himself on the previous
evening, and they bowed to His holy will, not, perhaps, without some
fear and apprehension, for when on a previous occasion a terrific storm
threatened the destruction of their frail vessel, Jesus-though sleeping
-was with them, and awoke at their call to still the seething waters,
and hush the hurricane. Now He tarried behind to spend the night
alone in prayer. He willed to teach them the exercise of faith, and to
train them in habits of childlike prayer-not as in His presence only.
He Himself was occupied with His Father through those hours when
His beloved, sorely-tried disciples were on the surging waters, and they
were really as safe as though He had been lying on a pillow in the afterpart of their fishing boat. Yet, knowing the trouble of their poor
hearts, and the frailty of their faith, He would not suffer them to be
tried" above that- they were able," and so He set out to OVertake
them, "walking on the sea." His omniscient eye had never been taken off
them for a moment. The darkness was no darkness to Him. " In all
their affliction He was afflicted," and as the uncreated Angel of
Jehovah's Presence Be would save them. The miles of tempestuous
waters that lay between Him and them presented no difficulty' nor
hindrance in the way of His salvation.
So, beloved friends, the
troublous circumstances which appear to lift themselves up against
the poor weak children of God, and sometimes seem ready to engulph
them, present no impediment to His coming forth to -visit, succour,
But He times those visits as
comfort, and deliver them.
seemeth Him best. It mav oe in the first watch, the second,
the third, or even the fourth=-the last-that He chooses to appear,
but He certainly does appear at the best time and the right
time.
No doubt, the Lord's disciples bad lost all thought
of any direct interposition by Him on their behalf, for when He
drew nigh' to the boat, "walking on-the sea "that threatened them,
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"they cried out for fear"!
And have not we, too, dear fellowbelievers, trembled at the approach of our Great Deliverer when,
eit~er in providence .or in' grace, He has. drawn. near our dis· tressed hearts, and" cried out for fear "~ Because. He did not come in
· our way, but in His way, we concluded that our case was ag~ra'Vated.
,and our condition was made more desperate.
Ah, but He knew!
." Straightway Jesus spoke unto them, saying, Be of good cheer;
· it is I; be not afraid" (iytJ f:/.ll) "I AM"!
He it was, and none
other. " The same" that appeared to Abraham on Mount Moriah
-at the supreme moment of his sore temptation.
That voice
immediately calmed the fears of poor Simon Peter's heart, and turned
his sorrow into' joy.
"Lord, if it be THOU, bid me come unto
THEE on the water." See here the implicit faith of the disciple in
; the power of the '//Iord of his Lord! The Galilean fisherman would
not trust his own powers as an expert swimmer, leap overboard, and
strike out boldly through the billows till he came unto his beloved
Master. No; he would ground his plaint on the all-sufficient consideration-" If it be Thou "-and would leave to the Lord the
responsibility of uttering the command. And Jesus fully met the
request of His trustful servant. Speedily there came forth from the
grey mist of the early morning the solitary word, "Come"! ('EXBi).
It was enough to warrant the confiding disciple's action, and he
thereupon leapt from the boat-to find the waters beneath his feet
. as solid as those of' the Red Sea were when they became "a wall "
unto Israel on their right hand, and on their left.
Peter, for a
Faith ill
while, really" walked. on the water, to go to Jesus."
Jesus was active, and its results were manifest. What are impossibilities when' virtue goes forth from Christ in response' to true,
simple, childlike faith ~ "All things are possible to him that
believeth" (Mark ix. 23). This was one important lesson Jesus
designed to impress on Peter and on all believers. It is a direct
lesson for the writer of these "Notes" and for all God's dear
ones who read them: No sea is too rough and perilous for us to
walk upon when Jesus is our object, and His spoken word is our
warrant and encouragement. And, if after we have set out, in the
face of adverse circumstances, to seek His blessed presence, the enemy
of our souls "rage horribly," oh, let us remember that we are well
within the reach of our adorable, mighty Redeemer's upholding hand.
Peter's heart failed him, his faith ~rew feeble, and .at sight of his
surroundings " he was afraid." Beginning to sink, he fervently
appealed to the Mighty One, saying, "Lord, save me!" That ejaculation of faith in the heart of feari~g Peter was enough. It moved
the hand of Him who is "a very present help in trouble." It
went to the heart of Him who is "touched with the feeling of our
infirmities," and who is the Brother born for our adversity. "And
immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and' caught him."
Yes, beloved in IUm, He has "cau!!ht" with His omnipotent hand
many a sinking saint since He sustained. in the waters His poor
ter'ror-strickenGalilean disciple ages ago. He is "mighty to save."
And t.hen let us note well the gentle rebuke, ." 0 thou of little
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. faith, wherefore didst thou doubt 1 P Doubting was the cause
of Peter's failure to walk. upon the waters. ,Re seems: to have
. trusted fully at first. He" did run:M'JM:" . 'Then only ·do. we
"run well" when we "Jook 'unto_ Jesus." It was. "when Peter
saw the wind boister.oHs" that his faith changed into "fear." , He
lost sight of the Ularmnt and ground -of faith, namely, the Divine
word "Co.1JW~' !. The word of the Lord is faith's only credential.
The word of the Lord-His promise-includes .all exigences. ,that
can arise.
But reason and unbelief -recognise circumstances,
Hence, reason, and
difficulties, contradictions, and contingencies.
unbelief cause our hearts to fail, to become sick, and to doubt
the application and efficacy ·of the promise. Oh for grace, beloved,
to lay to heart the case of Simon Peter, which has been recorded
for our warning, for our encouragement, and for our consolation
also.
Clifton.
J. O.

.

SWEE'f COUNSEL FOR THE TRIED BELIEVER.
EVER plead the all-atoning, precious b~ood,then take thy deep trials to
the Lord whatever they may be. 'l'urn everything into an occasion for
prayer; whether it be a dark providence or a bright one, take it to thy
God and Father in Jesus. If YQu have no trials and wants, others
have. The temptations, th~ falls, the weaknesses of others should stir
you up to be much in prayer for the.In,and those petitions you send up
to the mercy~seat on their ,behalf may return into your own bosom
freighted with rich Covenant blessings. Thus, and thus only, can you
, expect to grow in grace, and grace to grow in you.. Nothing like
prayer.-O. lVinsloUl.
'fHE BEAUTIES ,OF CHRIST.
You'havc hef!:rd of the hard labours of Jacob, yet Rachcl was so
aniiablein his eyes that he thought' her wOl,thy of fourteen years'
service. - If she deserved so much, oh; what doth Jesus Christ deserve,
who is the altogether lonely· One; before whose shining glory-the
beauty of ·thewhole creation is but a dark chaos 1 Therefore; ,be· not
discouraged, 0 my soul, though thine enemies· be fierce; 'thyas~aults
cruel; thou art fighting for.a beautiful Christ, who deserves it .; neither
be disheartened, my- soul 1" Look but upon ·the lovely beauties -of
. thy Christ; think upon' the glorio~s day of thine espousal,. and·these
fourteen years will be nothing to thee.~" Divine B1·eathings."
.
_

,_

<

i

,Ix is now fifty years, within a few months; since I took up ~ decided
profession of l'eligiol1, and I 'have' as much need ,to adopt the publican's
prayer to-day-as I ,had then.
Glory be unto J ehovah, that He is
. just while the justifier of him that· believeth in Jesll,s ;1 a~ld my ,best
hopes are obtained under the droppings of His blood, 'while cleaving to
Hiscross,dsmiting lJ.POJl my. breast, and saying, "God ,be merciful· to
c me. a;isinnetJ "ry.:.,Wft#B. Wilki'f!BO'f!..
•
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"WHERE HAST'rHOU GLEANED
(ESTHER vii. 7.)

TO-DAY~"

(Contimted f1'orn page 299.)

the king arising from the banquet of wine in his wrath went
into the palace garden, and Haman stood up to make request for his
life to Esther the queen; for he saw that there was evil determined
against him by the king." The heat, the fury of the king was aroused
when made acquainted with the diabolical plot of him who had been
,his favourite counsellor, therefore he sought the cool shade of the
palace garden, which afforded opportunity for reflection as to what he
should do with the .offender. 'rhere would probably be a measure of
·self-reproach increasing his anger at having been so easily duped by a
wicked man. "The wrath of a king is as messengers of death; but
a wise man will pacify it" (Prov. xvi. 14). But Haman was not a wise
man, nor did he adopt the only course to pacify him-appeal for
mercy to. the king himself. Instead of this he had recourse to the
.injllred queen, and thus accelerated his doom. It is an object lesson
for all times, the utter uselessness of a human mediator in our approaches
to the ,King Eternal. Alas! how many prayers are offered by Roman
Catholics, and Sacerdotalists in the Church of England, to the Virgin
Mary, who is called by them the Queen of Heaven, as though her
tender mercies were greater and fat· exceeding His, whose infinite, unmeasured love led Him to give Himself a ransom for sinners, and to
shed His life blood in ignominy and cruel suffering, "Yea; even for the
l:ebellious." "'Wonder, 0 heaven; be astonished, 0 earth! "-on the
one hand, at the unparalleled goodness, mercy, and grace; and, on the
otherhan,d, at the dishonour done to our King in preferring any to
the" one Mediator .between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus."
Haman, seeing. evil. determined against him by his royal master, had
no reason to expect to be spared, for, "He shall have judgment withQ~t
mercy that hath showed no mercy," and such have the very terror of
death.
'
,
" Then the king returned out of the palace garden into' the" place
· of the banquet 'of wine; and Haman was fallen upon the hed [couch]
·.whereon Esther was. Then said the king, Will he force the queen
·also before me in the house ~ As the word went out of the king's month,
: they covered Haman's face." , It is ever thus that the adversary seeks
· to coerce the subjects of olir King, even before Him in the 40use set
_apart for His honour; it is encouraging to remember that our King as
,certainly observes His loved' ones sorely ,beset by. the enemy of souls,
.and ." He is able to su'ccqur' them that. are tempted." ~"Where t,he
'. word of a king is there is .power;" and his ",servants are ready' to do
: w.hatsoever my lord the king will appoint," so at a word from the' king
J ·they covered Haman's face, as ; one .condemned to death.' 'There had
: been no. direct command to. ·do this, but they. who watch' the eye .of
their master know. intuitively what he .,,:ouldhave .done, a~ddoubtless,
" A...'\'D
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now Raman Wall no longer the king's favourite, those who had envied
and feared him were prompt in furthering his judgment.
" And Rarbonah, one of the king's chamberlains, said before the king,
Behold .also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which Raman has made for
Mordecai, who had spoken good for the king, standeth in the house
of Raman. Then the king said, Rang him thereon. So they hanged
Raman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai." "Let
destruction come upon him at unawares; and let his net that he hath hid
catch himself: into that very destruction let him fall" (Psalm xxxv. 8).
These "lets" are God's imperative" So shall it be," not a vindictive
prayer of the Psalmist, but prophetic of what should happen. The
typical light on this incident is full of beauty. Our" adversary the
devil" instigated the raising of a tree whereon to hang Jehovah's
Righteous Servant, and upon tha.t very tree he was destroyed, and the
people against whom he had indignation deliver~d. We have Scripture
warrant for this assertion: "Forasmuch as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, Rc also Himself likewise took part of the
same j that through death He might destroy him that had the power of
·death, that- is, the devil,. and deliver them who through fear of death
· were all their lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15). "Having
spoiled principalities and powers, He made a sbow of them openly,
triumphing over them in it" [in His cross] (Col. ii. 15). The analogy
is striking. Haman, of the seed of Amalek, type of the devil, sought
not only to destroy Mordecai, but the whole of his people, and in
· aiming at his life, as did Satan at the Representative Head, he thus
brought about the fulfilment of the prophetic Word, "0 death, I will
be thy destruction j repentance shall be hid from Mine eyes," for the
power of the devil was crushed upon the cross of Christ. It is true
the mischief wrought by Haman was not put away that day, neither
was that of the devil in the day of the cross. We shall see that as
the history develops. " Then was the king's wrath pacified." So will
our. King "see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied" when is
brought to pass the saying, "Death is swallowed up in victory"
(1 Cor. xv. 54).
CHAPTER

VUI.

"On that day dd the king Ahasuerus give the house of Haman
· the Jews' enemy unto Esther the queen. And Mordecai came before
the king j for Esther had told what he was unto her." Deborah sang
· in the day· of her triumph, "The Lord made me have dominion over
the mighty. 0 my soul, thou hast trodden down strength" (Judges
· v. 13, 21). We commend. the example of these two women and the
weapon, "all .prayer and supplication in the Spirit," which they made
· use of, as still being "mighty through God to the pulling down of
strongholds of Satan," even .the subtle power arrayed in the present
,day against our Protestant Constitution, Protestant principles and
liberties, and the pure doctrines of the Word of God, which are our
national heritage in an open. Bible for ourselves, and to give freely to the
nations of the earth who still sit in darkness and the shadow of death
without the true light. When we' are discouraged at the; strength
· of the -foe; Roman Catholic peers so numerous in the House of Lords;
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Cabinet Ministers ever ready to give the sop to Popery to ensure
the Catholic vote; Archbishops and Bishops, Sacerdotalists and the
English Church Union, perjured and lawless; weak-kneed' Evangelicals, as indifferent as many of the masses; let us pile them
together in one scale and put God in .the other, the human side
becomes lighter than vanity. Omnipotence is on our side, and like
a loving Father, He delights to have His little children associated
with Him in the carrying out of His purposes and pla.ns, so He
says, "I will for all these things be inquired of by the house of
Israel to do it for them."
"On that day" is as suggestive as was" On that night." How
can we fail to have thought directed to the memorable day of days
in the world's history, the day of Calvary, when our conquering
Surety vanquished the foe of His people! It was the pledge of
triumph for them. "And Mordecai came before the king; for Esther
had told what he was unto her." She would tell of her orphan state.
and how near of kin Mordecai was to her, and how ready to do the
kinsman's part, to adopt her as his own daughter, to provide her
sustenance, raiment, education and guardian care. There is a
volume of meaning expressed in these few words, "",Vhat he was unto
her," causing a thrill of grateful emotiOll, wonder, love, and praise,
as we try to imitate her example, and detail what "the Man the
King delighteth to honour is to us!
When we have made the
attempt we shall have to use the language of another queenSheba's-" Behold, the half was not told." ",Ve are but little
children beginning to learn numeration, how can we expect to do
the mighty sum 1 Never while on this low form. By-and-by, when
we have had a little more instruction and the Master says, "Come
up higher," we shall be quicker at figures and begin to grasp
infinite sums; till then a little daily practice will increase our
calculating powers, and please our Father. "",Vhat he was unto her! n
"And the king took off his ring, which he had taken from
Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai." "We see Jesus" here, having
the seal of the living God, in the king's signet ring being entrusted
to Mordecai, that he might· affix the royal seal to the decrees
affecting his people and all his dominion. Thus was Mordecai
exalted to carry out the king's purposes, and to overthrow the
power of the enemy. The typical light is strongly marked· out.
"And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman." And so
should we set Him on high in our estimation, and seek to extol
Him to others who hath done such great things for us. 'Whatever
the great King bestows upon us, it is meet and right that we
should lay at His feet, install Him in the house given to us, and
invest Him with all honour, "that in all things He might have
the pre-eminence. For it pleased the :Father that in Him should
all fulness dwell" (Col. i. 16, 17).

,

Leicester. .

MARY.

WHEN a Christian gives way to sinful passion, he makes sport in

hell.-Mason.
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. ".L1,nd when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to another,
It is manna: for they wist not 1vhat it was. And Moses said unto
them, This is the bread which the Lord. hath given you to eat."EXODUS xvi. 15.% .
To . this sweet de\v, which through thc coolness of the night was
formed into the ," small rowlid. white thing, like unto coriander seed,:' the
children of Israel gave a name in .the very question, "It is manna,"
which in the Hebrew signifies, lVhat is it? "for they wist not what
it was."
One cannot but be struck, in reading this portion of Scripture, at
the very explicit and detailed way in which the Holy Spirit has
graciously enlarged npon this blessed subject. And although it is a
subject often dealt with, and an incident connected with the history of
the children of Israel. over which every spiritually intelligent reader.
and writer loves to hover, it came again with a freshness and power
recently that seemed to betoken the Lord had' yet some new
message in, it to send to some one of His hungering, seeking ones, that
I forbear making any further apology, asking Him to bless His own
"Vord, and give seed to the sower, and bread, even the bread of life, to
the eater, that He may again be glorified. How often did the beloved
"G. G''' delight to dwell upon this subject! The writer recalls how
often his face shone as he was teaching, or speaking, and finding out
yet fresh beauties in this descriptive chapter of his altogether lovely
One. For, from first to last, the lesson conveyed herein is how this
manna was a type of Jesus, who said, "I am that true bread which
came down from heaven." And just as the manna came down ·and
upintermittingly formed a supply of food for forty years to some three
or four millions of people in the wilderness, so all His children, from
the least to the greatest, shall be fed and sustained all their li ves, till
the very last is gathered in, when they shall all eat together the old
corn of the land of Canaan. " And they did eat of the old corn of
the land on the morrow after the passover; unleavened cakes, and
" I add a footnote to allow of the fitting in of a circumstance, which went
to encomag'e the writer's heart and strengthen the blessed lessons inwrought
of the Holy Ghost under the teaching of this portion of Scripture. This
article was penned on Lord's Day morning, April 21st, when the writer
enjoyed some measure of sweetness in contemplating God's free, unmerited
love in one so utterly unworthy and feelingly" less than the least of all."
In the eveping of the day, the Rev. J. ORMISTON preached upon the same subject,
taking for his text Numbers xxi. 5, and quoted Psalm b:xviii. 22, showing how
eVl'}n whilst the childreu of Israel wem being fed with "angels' food," the corn
of heaven, the bread of the Mighty Ones=the Trinity, they could rebelliously
,and ungratefully assert. "Our soul loatheth this light bread" ! calliug it vile,
,as the original implies! And their after actions in their succeeding
generation~ all typical of those who said of the Bread of Life, "We know
not the Man; we will not have this Man to reign over us; away with Him ! "
but setting forth, in gracious contrast, .how Ilis blood-bought children ofttimes
crY out of a full heart, We lot'e this Bread. of Heaven-loving Him in His
sweetness, fulness, efficacy, power, and grace.
.
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parched corn ·ofl.' the selfsame day. And the' manna ceased on the
morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of ,the land; neither had.
the children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit
of the land of Canaan that year" (Joshua v. 11, 12).
"
.
Manria-that is to say, What is it? .' The dew lay round about the
host, emblem of grace from. the Holy One who has declared by His,
servant. Hosea, "I will be as the dew' unto Israel;". And as. the'
wise man ha's said on this same .word, "His favour [and what is
favour but free unmerited grace 1] is as dew upon the grass" (Prov.
xix. 12).
"And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, [take special
notice, beloved reader, whenever the Holy Spirit takes pains to draw
attention by this word behold I], upon the face of ,the wilderness,
there .lay a small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the.
ground." "Small," as denoting the poverty of the Man of Sorrows,
despised, rejected of men, of no. honour in His own country.
"When we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire
Him," prophesied Isaiah.
"A small 1'ound thing." Round, .setting forth His perfection in
unbroken .continuity. A perfect ring of eternity's council; that
mercy of the Lord .-which was from everlasting to everlasting, and it
was wkite in. its purity, as it was pleasant to behold and s\veet to the
taste.
"And when the 'children of Israel saw it, they said one to'another,
It is manna; for they wist not what it was." "It is manna," or
rather they asked, What is it.1 Had they forgotten so soon the
Divine promise in this its performance 1 Alas! how like God's
spiritual Israel they were-so slow to learn, so hard to believe, so
soon to forget! It was only forty days that :Moses their leader
was on the mount with God, and what happened 1 .They fell a-lusting;
they forgat his instructions and laws, and thrust him .from them,
and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt, saying unto Aaron,
Make us gods to go before us; for as for this ..Moses, which
brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become
of him." Oh, beloved,' how often do werelJ,d ourselves· in· the
78th Psalm, wherein is depicted Israel's incredulity, unbelief, ingratitude, and forgetfulness. "They forgat His works," "sinned yet
more against Hini," "tempted God in their heart by asking meat
for their lust;" and yet He "commanded the clouds from above,
and opened the doors of heaven, ano. had rained down manna upon
them to eat, and had given them of the corn of heaven; man did
eat angels' food" (see marginal 'reading, everyone did eat thf3 bread
of the 1niy7d?J); "He sent them meat to the full." Oh, favoured
people! "Who is like unto thee, 0 people saved by the; Lord! "
And surely these arc they wllo' prove in blessed experience how
"-there is none like Ut:lt0 the God of Jeshurum, who rideth upon
the heaven in. thy help, and in His excellency on .the sky."
And here again in our text, when they receive the thing promised
them --(beloyed_l'eader, may. you and I be kept in the ;l.ttitude of
watchfulness and expectancy of our God's .sweet performance of all
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His promises, which -in Him already are yea and Amen), these
children of Israel ask, What is it 1 and their leader, Moses, has to
make answer, "This is that bread which the Lord had promised you
from heaven."
"Bread of .heaven," we sing, ,. feed me now and evermore." And
says the Prophet Jeremiah, in musing upon this wondrous theme,
"Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy word was
unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart: for I am called by Thy
name, 0 Lord of hosts."
Oh, beloved, we are treading our high places in pursuing this
glorious theme. What is it but a precious Christ! Do we not herein
" see Jesus made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of
death, crowned with glory and honour, that He, by the grace of
God, should taste death for every man" 1 Did He not come down tothis fallen earth of ours, needing,-as dear Mr. ORMIS'l'ON so wonderfully set forth some time since, to the melting of my heart,-needing
sins like mine, over which to display His wonderful love and grace and
the manifold wisdom of God. "Manifold," here implying variegated,
many-hued! Oh, wondrous love,to bleed and die! marvellous love, to
choose such wondrous scheme and plan, to stoop so low, in order to
display the riches of His grace, mercy, and lo,e!
Oh! may ourhearts ponder more frequently this wonderful theme, and find them
more often melted to wonder, love and praise!
"Love," wrote the heavenly-minded Saphir,'" "makes obedience
sweet." The presence of Jesus, onr Divine Lord, will make our lives
not only solemn, but also strong and vigorous. It will quicken and
sustain every energy. He is with us who loves us with more than
a father's affection, more than a mother's tenderness, more than a
brother's -sympathy, more than a friend's faithfulness, more than a
bridegroom's delight. The thought will animate us.
We never need
be lonely nor faint. In all the meditations of our hearts, in our intercourse with man, in our silent and secret sorrows and struggles, in
. our public words and actions, we are with Jesus, His presence i&
our rest and strength. In this communion with Jesus we are conformed to His image. We learn to possess the mind which was in
Him. " 0 Jesus," exclaimed an aged servant of the Lord, "let Thy
whole walk on earth stand before mine eye, that I may be continually
renewed thereby, and that I may be a savour of life, filled with the
fruits of righteousness, to them with whom I live, and for them for
whom I pray." "Thy walk on earth!" It is summed up in one
word-Love! It is symbolized by one symbol-Lamb!
And what a blessed union of Christ and His bride are here dis-played.
What is it? ask the children of Israel of this typical
Christ. Who is this? asks the Prophet of the picture of Christ's bride
coming up out of the wilderness, and seen leaning on her Beloved.
He descended into this wilderness from the Father's glory that SHE
might ascend with Him and share the fulness of the Father's house
on high. He came down upon the desert that she might come up
* The Hidden Life.
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from the wilderness sorrows to the heavenly glories. He was made
in the likeness of man, that His children should be presented to the
Father, as the Apocalypse represents the city of the redeemed, as
having the likeness of God! Adam's likeness effaced, and replaced
"like unto His glorious image!" Oh, beloved, well may we, like the
<:hildren of Israel in their surprise, ask of the gift of Heaven which
supplied their daily food, What is it? As also well may we exclaim
with the Apostle Paul of that heavenly Manna which is the Bread of
Life unto everyone of His spiritual seed, "Thanks be unto God for
His unspeakable gift." What is it, this heavenly Manna, this Corn
of heaven, this Bread of the Mighty Ones, this unspeakable, unpronou!lceable, indescribable gift ?-even Jesus, the Bread of Life! Well
may the poet say"Living lips are dumb at best,
We mUt:lt die to speak of Christ."
Oh, may we seek meanwhile to speak well of His Name, to exalt a
pl:'ecious Christ in our hearts and to testify to the glories of His
grace, which has "fed me all my life long unto this day-the
Angel which redeemeth me from all evil," and we shall daily and
hourly more and more realize the wonders of His love, and expect
with anticipating hearts to praise Him throughout the ages of eternity
for His Bread of Heaven, His unspeakable gift, God's Manna, even
the Bread of Life!
R.
- - - - ------------

THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:IN 'l'HE RAINBOW.

"He is altogethej' lovely."-SOLmWN's SONG v. 16.
"The token of the Covenant."-GENEsIs ix. 12.
SOME precious beamings forth of the loveliness of the Lord Jesus
Christ shine in the glowing rays of the Covenant bow which J ehovah
has set in the clouds as a conspicuous and interesting type of His
dear Sou. Reading Genesis ix. 1-17, wc must, as a preliminary consideration, note1. THE NATURE of the Rainbow. Its glorious hues may have existed
before the occurrences we have just read, but it was then by God's
Word constituted the seal and ratification of the Covenant the Lord
entered into with Noah-that He would not again destroy the earth
by water. Thus the beautiful "witness in hea\,en" is a sign and
seal of mercy-mercy which is to be prolonged until the final consummation of all things (2 Peter iii. 1-14). The rainbow is produced
by the bright shining of the sun upon a receding rain-cloud. It is
usually seen after the storm has spent itself! This is a most beautiful
figure of the dark cloud of judgment illumined with the mercy of
Jesus. The wrath of God in the Jays of Noah had spent itself in
righteous judgment upon the inhabitants of the antediluvian world.
The rainbow declared that never again would God visit man with
the same destruction. Even so, those ·preserved in the ark, Christ
2 E
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Jesus, from the devastating billows of the wrath of God, shall never
be visited with the Lord's penal anger against sin; it was all poured·
out upon Christ, and the proof, evidence, and sign of their security
is the bright shining of the mercy of Jesus upon the dark thundercloud of conviction of sin.
There must be some experience of our
danger, or there can be no experience of our salvation in Christ.
There may be deep and gloomy apprehensions of the misery of sin,
and of the righteous indignation of God against sin; but grace is
imprinted in shining rays upon this dark experience, and hope Divine
enlivens terrors with cheering beams of heavenly light. .
Now, the bow in the cloud does not declare that God will prevent
rain and flood, but that He will prevent the destruction of the earth
thereby. Indeed, the cloud is needed to produce the bow. It is the
effect of shower and sunshine. Christ's mercy most visibly appears in
a glorious combination of severity and love. 'Witness Gethsemane and
Calvary, where Mercy's bright hues glitter aud sparkle on the awful
clouds of sorrow which overwhelmed the dear Redeemer.
2. The Rainbow is a striking symbol of the PRESESCE of tbe Lord
Jesus. No bow can appear in the sun's absence, so there is no mercy
or joy visible anywhere apart from the Lord Jesus (Mal. iy. 2). Only
in His light can we see the bright light that is in the clouds
(Job xxxvii. 21). The ancient Father JUSTIK MARTYR observes, that
whentbe Roman legions went to war they carried their battle-bows
strung, and with arrows placed ready for the fray, but wben peace ,,-as
proclaimed, tbe string was undone, the arro\,"s remo,ed, and tbey
returned holding their bows with tbe borns downwards. Uod has.
set in the clouds His bow bent downwards.
Its ,ery form is a
token of reconciliation and peace. The warfare is accomplished, the
victory gained,
Moreover, the presence of our Covenant God and
Saviour is very often most clearly seen in thc darkest sorrows. The
heavier the cloud, the more brilliant the bow.
The greater its
darkness, the brighter the mercy which afterward appears in it.
Thus it is with the Christian's trials. J ehovah-Jesus is present in
them in the everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things and sure.
He has set His seal in the clouds. .No human hand can make it
or mar it.
3. The Rainbow is an emblem of the GRACE of our dcar Lord
J <lSus. As the bow of God shines from the very midst of the blackness of the thunder-cloud, so in the midst of wrath the Lord
remembers mercy (Hab. iii. 2). 'l'his point is remarkably illustrated
by the uplifting of the brazen serpent just when the destroying
messengers were reducing the poor sinful children of Israel to
hopelessness and helplessness (Num. xxi.). Christ appears in the
very midst of distress and destruction.
There are innumerable
illustrations of this truth in the Word, and in the history of eyery
child of God.
4. The Rainbow is an ASSURANCE of three things, all of which
point to J eSllS The bow is, first, an assurance that the Lord is a
Covenant-keeping God (Gen. ix. 15; Lev. xxvi. 42). Secondly, it is
an assurance of safety from destruction (2 Tim. ii. 19; John x. 28)
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Thirdly, it is an 3,ssurance that He is ever mindful of His own
Covenant engagements (Psalm xi. 5). God sent His Son as the
assurance to poor needy sinners of these same glorious verities;
and as the blessed Spirit reveals Jesus Christ lto them, they enter
into the sweet enjoyment of their personal interest in Him. Here
we see J ehovah-Jesus in His. Covenant relationships with His people
displaying the ratification aud seal of the Covenant of grace. Standing in view of the Rainbow-encircled Throne (Ezek. i. 28; Rev. iv.3),
Faith lifts up her voice in the sweet song of praise by some
unknown writer, which appeared in the GOSPEL :MAGAZINE, 1778;"The Covenant of free grace,
As made with Christ our Head,
Is stored with precious promises,
By which our souls are fed.
" The solemn oath of God
Confirms each promise true;
And Jesus with His precious blood
Has sealed the Covenant too.
" Hence all our comforts flow,
And balm for every fear;
May we by sweet experience know
How choice, how rich they are! ! "

E. C.

Bath.

"SIX WATERPOTS OF STONK"
(JOHN ii. 1-1l.)

By MR. JAMES W'RIGHT, OF BRISTOL"
'THERE were set there six waterpots of stone." "Vho set them
there 1 The servants, you say. But who was behind the servants 1
God! This is just an illustration of the great principle we see in
the Gospels, how that all the surroundings of the Elect Servant of
J ehovah were arranged and prepared by the Father to facilitate the
great work He was dGing. These waterpots were set there apparently
carelessly, but they were just what Jesus required.
"Set there." At a corner where two ways met was a colt tied.
Why 1 The owner tied it up there.
But who was behind the
owner 1 God! And the Lord Jesus Christ, in fellowship with the
Father, said to His disciples, "Go and fetch it."
"Set there." In the mansion of a famous general of an Eastern
monarch, was "a little maid." How did she get there 1 Oh, in
one of his raids he took her captive, and, liking the look of her,
brought her to his house as a maid for his wife. Who set her
there 1 Naaman. But God was behind Naaman. What was she
set there for 1 For God's purpose! Don't you see how God's
hand was in all the surroundings of His Perfect Servant 1 He
al ways found them exactly fitted for His needs. When by the lake
the people made an ugly rush, and, humanly speaking, He might
have been pushed into the water, Peter's boat was" set there," by
the edge!
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There is another thing; in proportion as we, weak, humble
followers of the Lord Jesus walk in fellowship with Him, we shall
find it so in our measure, we shall find, to our astonishment (though
it ought not to be to our astonishment, but to our delight), day by
day, how one thing and another in our surroundings discover the
hand of God, and are ordered and a,rranged; and, withont any
special effort or nndue exertion, we can just take up these things
ready to our hand. We did not arrange them to suit our need,
but the obedient servant will find God at his back. Now, Jesus
found it perfectly, as His path was perfect, and just in proportion as
our path resembles His, 1ce find it. We shall find it sometimes even if
we blunder, as those loving women did. They went out early to anoint
Him with spices; that was a blunder, for He was not there, but the
great stone which they dreaded was rolled away! Now, hundreds
of times that is repeated in our path. Needs are anticipated by God's
provision. We have said, "How can these things be moved ~" and
when we have come to the place of the obstacles they are all gone
(Isaiah xlv. 1-12). We come up to a river which has to be crossed,
and find a bridge across it. We did not place the bridge-Gael
did it. For whom 1 For His poor obedient child.
"There were set there six waterpots of stone." It is doubtful
The Lord Jesus
for what purpose. But this is a beautiful point.
uses any circumstance; His touch perfects, dignifies, ennobles every cir.cumstance, even down to the domestic arrangements of the house.
'These great empty stone pitchers are the vessels for Christ to use.
He seeks e'mpty vessels. And the fact that they were stone vessels made
no difference to Him. Hearts may be very stony and empty, but He
can use them. :And see how He does it. He makeE them to be
,full of water, and then turns the water into wine-the emblem of joy,
-the very thing they were lacking!
Doesn't that show how we should link Jesus in with all the scenes
-and circumstances of our life, and how we should expect Him to take
them ail up1 We should stand before Him and say, "Now, Lord, if
there be anything contrary to Thy will in my life, let it be altered."
He does not expect ]Jm1ection, but He does expect us to be honest.
And then He will take up this and the other particular in our
domestic life and use it. In the case of Moses it was the stick in
his hand. " What is that in thine hand 1" And that thing was made
to be the executor of God's purposes.
And so, if we can only more and more look upon every factor in
our history, and every arrangement in our domestic and social life,
as something God has" set" to be "there," in order that He may use
it to bring us on in obedience to Him, and something He has put
there for His glory, how it will transform our lives!
FAITH, let us remember, is the root, and assurance is the flower.
Doubtless you can never have the flower without the root; but it
is no less certain you may have the root and not the flower.-Bisho]J

Ryle.

The Gospel Magazine.

381

PASTORAL NOTES.
AT HO~fE WITH JESUS.
" Whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:
.. we are willing mther to be absent from the body, and to be at
home (R.V.) with the L01'd."-2 CORINTHIAl\'S v. 6, 8.
"THERE'S my home! oh, there's my home." exclaimed, in an excited
manner, a young sailor-lad, as he started up from his seat in a railway
carriage in which we were entering the eastern side of London, and
pointed down to one of the streets in a densely-populated part. He
had apparently just returned from a voyage, and seemed in an
ecstacy of delight at again seeing his home. I thought, "Well, J
am glad that my home is not situated there, in the midst of all
those smoking chimneys, and those poor·looking, crowded streets j
but after all, it is not the place which makes the home, but the
dear ones, and the sweet associations, and the love which may be
there."
The very word" Home" is full of significance, and it is one of
the sweetest words in our language. 'What tender memories does it
sometimes conjure up! and how often may it fill the mind with
grateful reminiscences or with joyful anticipations! How delightful it
is to rest in the home after the fatigues of a weary day! and how
pleasant is its she.lter from storm, or annoyance, or danger! Other
places may have, or seem to have, greater advantages, they may be
more beautiful and convenient, more grand and luxurious, but after
all" Be it ever so humble,
There is no place like home."
A mIssIOnary who recently returned from the Southern Seas,
mentioned, as an illustration of the difficulty of translating our
language into a foreign tongue, that he could not discovllr a word
used by the natives there which was in any respect an equivalent
to our word "home." They apparently had no word of the kind in
their language j having never probably experienced, in their heathen
state, anything like the sweetness of a true home.
What a happy thing it is when the members of a family delight
in their home, and really appreciate it, and when each one
endeavours to contribute to its happiness j when love and unselfishness abound in it j and above all, when the peace of God is enjoyed
there, and when the Lord Jesus is regarded there as a welcome
Guest.
There is a striking epitaph in a churchyard, inscribed by a
husband on the tomb of his wife, after a wedded life of sixty years,
"She always made home happy."
It is interesting to hear that our colonists, who have settled in many
far-distant lands. are commonly in the habit of speaking of Old England
as their" home." And it is stated of the Swiss, that so passionately
strong is their love of their country, and their regard for it as their
home, that when, in their absence from it, their remembrance o'f it has
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been suddenly aroused by the singing or playing of one of their
national airs, particularly one, which is called the" Ranz des Vaches,"
they have been so o,ercome with their feelings that they have not only
burst into tears, but, moved by an apparently irresistible impulse,
they have even given up their positions and abandoned their occupations, and started off on their way homewards; whilst in some cases,
where they found that this step was impossible, they have fallen into
a profound melancholy which has ended in disease and death.
How striking are lthe words before us from this point of view:
"Whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord,"
but when we are" absent from the body," we shall be "at home" [this
is the rendering of the Revised Version, and it is quite correct, for the
Greek word used is the same in both sentences, and it ought in both
.to be similarly translated],-" At home with the Lord."
"At home with the Lord." How sweet the idea! Heaven is the
believer's home, and he will find it, indeed, to be such to him. It
will probably at first seem to be strange to him, with all its
novelties, its beauty, its vastness, its grandeur, and its sights and
sounds so different to those of earth; but nevertheless it will be a home
to him, and we believe that he will fully realize it to be such when
he beholds his EWER BROTHER there, the Beloved of his soul, whom
he has so greatly longed to see; and all around a mighty FA1IILY
GATHERING of all the dear one:> who have gone before, meeting to part
no more, amidst inexpressibly delightful surroundings, and with raptures of ecstatic joy, in the "many mansions" which their own dear
Master has Himself prepared for them. That will be a "home·.coming," indeed, and it will gladden their hearts for ever.
A little boy in W estininster, eight years of age, was bitten by a
,mad dog, and died of hydrophobia. Fatherless, ragged, and poor,
.yet he loved the Saviour, and was happy. At the foot of the bed
where he lay stood the doctor, who, in a whisper, said to the
can..'i:ious mother, "I fear your son cannot live much longer." Faintly
as the words were uttered, the poor child heard them, and instantly
f'aid, "I am glad to hear it, r<ir." "Why, my little man 1" inquired
the doctor. W'ith a -beautiful smile, the poor boy answered. " Because,
sir, I am going home." For some time he conversed with his teacher
about the beautiful mansions which the Lord Jesus had gone to
prepare for those who love Him, and having affectionately bade his
friends good-by, he sweetly fell asleep in Jesus-he '/cent ham-e.
Oh that we could raise our thoughts, our aspirations, and our expectations daily higher, and, instead of concentrating our attention, and
directing our gaze, as we are apt so much to do, upon earth and earthly
things, look upwards, heavenwards, and, from time to time, exclaim,
with intensity of feeling, with longing desire, and with full assurance
of faith, "There's my home! oh, there's my home!"
"You have been," says a modern writer (Dr. J. HAlIULTON), "you
have been in a ship, perhaps, when it entered the harbour, and you
have noticed the different looks of the passengel'S as they turned their
eyes ashore. There was OlJe who, that he might not lose a moment's
time, had got everything ready for landing long ago; and now he
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smiles and beckons to yon party on the pIer, who, in their turn, are
so eager to meet him, that they almost press over the margin of the
quay; and no sooner is the gangway thrown across, than he has
hold of the ann of one, and another is triumphant on his shoulder,
and all the rest are leaping before and after him on their homeward
way. But there was another who showed 110 such alacrity. He gazed
with pensive eye on the nearer coast, and seemed to grudge that the
voyage was over. He was a stranger, going amongst strangers; and
<tlthough sometimes during the voyage he had a silent hope that
something unexpected might occur, and that some friendly face might
recognize him in regions where he was going an alien and an adventurer j no such welcoming face is there, and with reluctant steps he
'quits the vessel, and commits himself to the unknown country. And
now that everyone else has disembarked, who is this unhappy man
whom they have brought on deck, and groaning in his heavy chains,
whom they are conducting to the dreaded shore? Alas! he is to felon
and a runaway, whom they are bringing
back to take his trial there;
v
and no wonder he is loath to land. Now, dear brethren, our ship is
.13ailing fast. We shall soon hear the rasping on the shallowR, and
the commotion overhead, which bespfJak the port in view. When it
,comes to that, how shall yOll feel? Are you a stranger or a convict,
·01' are you going home?
Can you say, 'I know in whom I have
believed' ? Have you a Friend within the veil? And however much
you may like your fellow-passengers, does your heart sometimes leap
up at the prospect of seeing Jesus as He is, and so being 'ever with
the Lord'?"
:May we not believingly say. and sing"What though the tempest rage?
Heaven is my home.
Short is my pilgrimage;
Heaven is my home.
And Time's wild wintry blast
Soon will be overpast;
I shall reach home at last,
Heaven is my home.
" There at my Saviour's side,
Heaven ·is my home.
1 shall be glorified,
Heaven is my home.
There are the good and blest,
Those ·1 love most aud best,
And there 1 too shall rest;
Heaven is my home"?
HatjoJ'll Recto!'y, Fa1'ingclon.

D.

A.

DOUDNE¥.

JEHOVAH, thy Covenant God, is worthy of thy faith and love,
and reverence and worship; a glorious and reverential Name to all
the true Israel; but a Name of dread, and a consuming fire to
all the ungodly, who have not this JEHOVAH for their God.Berridge.
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StrmO'ns anh ;!,to'tes 0'£ 'sermO'ns,
THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST:

A

SERMON flY THE LATE REV.

J. W.

GOWRING,

RA.

"This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and tlie
Church."-EpHESIANS v. 32.
(Concluded from page 322.)

Now, in order to explain this mystery of the union between
Christ and the Church, we must first establish, from Holy Scripture, what is meant by the Church, that thus it may clearly be
understood of whom we speak, and whereof we affirm. This ,ye
can clearly do by referring to that last prayer of our Saviour,
where, as we have shown, He Himself so plainly declares this union
between Himself and His people; and who are they that He d:eclares
to be one with Himself but "those whom Thou [the Father] hast
given Me" 1 The Church, then, consists of those people givBn
unto Christ by the Father, of whom He so frequently speaks, and
whom He distinguishes from the rest of mankind; for that He doe;;
not include all men among the number given Him, is evident, since
in the same prayer He says, "I pray for them: I pray not f01'
the world, but for them whieh Thou hast given ~fe." The Church,
then, for which Christ gave Himself, are some out of the world:
and therefore we find the Church as singing this song: " Thou
wast slain, and' hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood, out of
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation." But when
were this people given unto Christ 1 In the same prayer we are
told that the Father loved those whom He gave unto the Son,
with the same love that he loved the Son, and that He loved the
Son before the foundation of the world (John xvii. 23, 24); therefore we conclude, that since they were loved before the foundation
of the world, they were given to Christ before the foundation of
the world.
And this is confirmed by words in the first chapter of this Epistle,
where they are said to be "chosen in Christ before the foundation of
the world," and" predestinated unto the adoption of children." But
further, in Heb. xii. 23, we have the Holy Ghost's definition of the
Church: "The general assembly and Church of the first-born" (that is,
the chief-born), "which are wlitten in heaven." So that the Church
al'e those whose names are written in heaven; and by referring
to the Book of the Revelation, we find they are so written, namely,
"in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world" (Rev. xiii. 8). Now, remember it is prophesied, that
"whosoever is not found written in the book of life, shall be cast
into the lake of fire. And also those who will have entrance into
the h'eavenly Jerusalem are those "that are written in the
Lamb's book of life" (Rev. xx. 15, and xxi. 27). So that it seems
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here clearly declared; that the remnant according to' the election
of grace will obtain life, but none others. Is it not clear that the
Church consists of a certain portion of mankind, who," according to
the good pleasure of God's will, which He hath pnrposed in Himself"
(Eph. i. 5, 9), have been appointed from the foundation of the world
unto everlasting life, having been loved with an everlasting love ~
This separation of a people from the rest of mankind was revealed
at the very first time that it pleased God to give any glimpse of the
mystery of salvation, when He said," I will put enmity between
thy seed [the serpent's], and her seed [the woman's], it shall
bruise thy head, and thou ,halt bruise His heel" (Gen. iii. 15): that is,
the enmity is between Christ (and His Church, who are one with
Him) and the devil's children-the rest, in whom the devil works,
and whom he leads captive. This truth we find continually
referred to in the after revelatiol1'3 that it pleased God to make
from time to time; for instance, in Jacob and Esau, as it is
written, "Jacob haye I loved, but Esall have I hated." (Mal. i. with
Rom. ix.).
The meaning of the word church, in the original Greek language
in which the New Testament was written, is called out: and from
this also we shall gather the same truth, namely, that the Church
consists of some only of mankind, and these some a few, who
without respect to anything that they had done or should do, were
predestinated unto this calling out. 'We find our Saviour saying to
His disciples, "Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you"
(John H. 16); and so also the Apostle, "We love Him because He
first loyed us" (1 John iii. 23). This calling out is the work of
the Holy Spirit, for it is written, "Because ye are sons, God hath
sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, teaching you
to cry, Abba, Father" (Gal. iv. 6) ; that is, being predestinated unto the
adoption of children, therefore God, to accomplish this good pleasure
of His will, sends forth the Spirit at the time appointed in that
".Covenant which is ordered in all things and sure," that so those,
"chosen from the be~inning unto salvation," may be brought,
"through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth,"
unto the acknowledgment of the truth, that God is t.heir Father,
because He is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christand this is indeed a great mystery. This is evidently the doctrine 01
our Established Church in her Seventeenth Article; not that there
is any more importance due to the doctrine because held by our
Church, for we hold as a fundamental Article (the Sixth), that
Holy Scripture alone is the fountain and authority for doctrine.
We therefore appeal to the Art.icles of our Church, not to confirm the
doctrine, but merely to show what are her views on this subject,
and what therefore every consistent Churchman ought to hold in
the plain, literal, and grammatical seme. Hear what our Article says,
"Wherefore they which be endued with so excellent a benefit of
God be called:" but what is this benefit but His having "before
the foundations of the world were laid, constantly decreed by His
counsel, secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those
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whom He hath chosen in Christ. out of mankind, and to bring them
-by Christ to everlasting s3.lvation, as vessels made to honour.
"Wherefore they which be endued with so excellent a benefit of
God be cl:Llled ;ccording to God's purpose, by His Spirit working
in due season; they, through grace, obey the calling; they be
justified freely; they be made sons of God by adoption; they be
made like the image of His only begotten Son Jesus Christ; they
walk religiously in good works: and at length, by God's mercy, they
attain to everlasting felicity." This doctrine, as set forth by our
Church, is in complete agreement with Holy Scripture, in that
all is traced up to, and made to flow from, one sovereign source,
namely, God's electing love to some out of mankind in Christ Jesus.
Those men who are called out, or made manifest as the Church,
are so becanse they are of the number of the" general assembly
and Church of the first-born, which are written in heaven," even
in "the book of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world."
}i[oreover, as we observed, the Apostle, writing to "the Church of
the Thessalonians," gives thanks to God, because "God hath from
the beginning chosen them to salvation through sanctification of
the Spirit and belief of the truth:" so that it seems the Church
are to be brought here through sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth, unto that "kingdom prepared for them from the
beginning of the world." And how is this brought about? ChriRtthe Head of His Church, "who walketh in the midst of the Churches,
and holdeth her ministers in His right hand" (Rev. i. 13-20), and who
knoweth the bounds of the habitations of all the Church-sends
the stewards of His mysteries to that portion of His Church whom
He hath appointed to call out at that very time, in order that they
may be the instruments in His hands, H to open thei.. eyes, and to
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified, by faith that is in Me" [Christ].
{Acts xxvi. 18). There are a few of Christ's ministers so sent, ,in
what is called the Church of England, and a few among the
Dissenters; but in either case they receive not their call from man.
God has indeed, at divers times, had a few faithful ministers in
our Church Establishment; although He has not confined them to
Qne sect in particular.
Bnt the preaching of these ministers so
sent availeth not to salvation by itself, for "the letter killeth,
but the Spirit giveth life;" and although "Paul may plant, and
Apollos water, yet without God's blessing there can be no increase"
(2 Cor. iii. 6, and 1 Cor. iii. 5-7). However, according to the
Covenant promise, that "all thy children shall be taught of the
Lord," the Spirit blesses the preached vVord, and so sanctifies, or
sets. apart, the individual to whom the Word thus comes with power;
and he therefore receives faith and is called out.
And so "the
Lord adds daily to the Church, the saved ones," since "as many
as were ordained to eternal life believed" (Acts ii. 47, and xiii. 48);
and such continue to believe under the preachi,ng of the same
Gospel, and through the effectual working of the same Eternal
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Spirit. The preached Word is thus unto some (the Church) "a
savour of life unto life," but unto others it is a savour of
death unto death," although in both cases, "a sweet smelling
savour unto God" (2 Cor. ii. 16, 17). The natural man, who
"obeys not the Gospel" even because he cannot receive it, becomes
«without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots" (Jude, 12).
Having now clearly set forth what the Church is, we will proceed
to ..tate some of the consequences of this mysterious union of Christ
and the Church.
What is the natural state of this Church, "but dead in trespasses
and sins, and by nature the children of wrath," conceived in sin and
born in iniquity, and deserving God's wrath and damnation as transgressors of the law, having everyone earned their wages, for" the
wages of sin is death "-of the same lump with the vessels of wrath,
although they are vessels of mercy--without God and without hope
in the world-alienated from the life of God through the ignorance
which is in them-and as incapable of delivering themselves from
this state and habit of Ein, as the Ethiopian is to change his skin or
r.he leopard his spots; for "they go astray as soon as they are born,
speaking lies." They must therefore say, "Enter not into judgment
with Thy servant, 0 Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living be
justified." ~Who can deliver himself from the weight of this mountain of sin, which must crush him to everlasting perdition? All
attempts to deliver himself are vain and futile, since God will enter
into no composition-He will not accept of any sincere obedience, as
it is called-He is just and cannot lie-" the law cannot save him,
for it is weak through the flesh "-it is indeed holy, just, and good,
but it is weak through the flesh, for "the carnal mind is enmity
against the law of God; it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can it be." "Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added
because of transgressions," and so was our" schoolmaster until Christ"
(Gal. iii. 19, 24); therefore," what the law could not do, God sending
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned
sin in the flesh" (Rom. viii. 3). Here then is the first fruit we shall
notice of the union of Christ and the Church. By virtue of this
union He undertakes for the Church and stands in her stead, and is
therefore judged and condemned as a sinner for her; as it is written,
{Psalm xxxviii. 4). "Mine iniquities have gone over Mine head; as an
heavy burden they are too heavy for Me;" and it was this that caused
His "soul to be exceeding sorrowful even unto death." He was to
-come to "make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity" (Dan. ix. 24): what sins? He Himself was without sin, but
.' the LOl;d hath laid on Him the iniquities of us all "-the seed whom
He saw when His soul was made an offering for sin (Isaiah liii. 6, 10) ;
" the people for whose transgressions He was stricken" (verse 8). And
these sins of His people He "put away by the sacrifice of Himself"
(Heb. ix. 26), and "thereby abolished death:" so that now "God
sees no perverseness in Israel, neither hath He beheld iniquity in
Jacob" (Num. xxiii. 21). But how c8uld He have accomplished this,
except that other mystery of "God manifested in the flesh" be true?
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Perfect Man that He might be able to' suffer, and by His suffering
learn obedience to the curse of the law, and so being made the perfect
Surety and Mediator of His Church, might perfect His people, and obtain for them a full discharge as debtors to the law (Heb. ii. 10, and
v. 8, 9): and perfect God that His sacrifice might have that infinite
value to atone for His people's sins, and fully satisfy the demands of
the broken law, and so become to them "the Author of eternal salvation." A mediator short of ihis, either as to his Manhood or Godhead, could never have brought salvation: He must suffer, but His
own arm must uphold Him and bring salvation (Isaiah lxiii. 5). This
is indeed a mystery into which the angels desire to look, and into
which the Church, the called out ones, will continually pry, that they
may know more and more of the" height, depth, breadth, and length
of that love which passeth knowledge" (Eph. iii. 18, 19). As the
Husband of His spouse, the Church, He was answerable for her debts,
and He hath paid all that was demanded when He received the wages
due to her sins: so that, considered in Christ, the Church hath died
unto sin, as described by Paul in the 6th chapter of Romans, " Knowing that Christ, being raised from the dead, dieth no more; death hath
no more dominion over Him." It only had dominion over Him in that
He suffered for His people; but having dune this once, He hath done
it for ever-" He hath obtained eternal redemption for them" (Heb.
ix. 12), even the forgiveness of sins-He hath perfected for ever the
sanctified ones, that is, those given by theFather who are one with Him
(Heb. x. 13, with iii. 11, 13), the Church; "for in that He died, He
dip-d unto sin once; but in that He li veth, he liveth unto God"
(Romans vi. 10.)
We therefore find thp- Church, the spouse of Christ, describing
herself thus in the Canticles of Solomon: "I am black but comely; "
black indeed by herself, and she is brought to "abhor hersel£-·as
vile" (Job xl. 4); but washed in the blood of her Husband and
cleansed by Him, she is as comely as if she had never been fil thy
and polluted; yea, stands out as more comely than she ever could
By virtue of her oneness with
have been had she not sinned.
Christ, she is not only delivered from her pollutions, but is also
clothed in clean garments white and pure; and thus decked with His
righteousness, she stands as a queen in glorious apparel (Psalm xlv. 9),
reflecting the virtues of Him who hath called her out of darkness
into the marvellous light of the Gospel (1 Peter ii. 9). Although
black therefore by nature, and all her own righteousness as filthy
rags; yet in Christ she is comely, yea, holy, even as He is. "He
hath been made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made
the righteousness of God in Him" (:l Cor. v. 21). And this leads
us to ,the second fruit of our union with Christ, namely, that we are
not only one with him in His death, but also one with him in His
resurrection.
By our oneness with Him we have not only passed
through the death unto sin (of which baptism is typical), but have
also obtained the new birth unto righteousness.
Christ hath not
merely restored His people to the state they would have been in had
Adam never sinned, and they in him; but He has done far more. He
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bas indeed fread them from all condemnation, for "he that died* is
freed (or justified) from all sin;" that is, he that, being one with
Christ, died with Him as his Head, died unto sin once in and by
Christ, and he is therefore justified from all sin. But Christ has also
given unto His Church eternal life: as it is written, "The wages of
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Chris,"
our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23). Having given this gift, He declares that
"they shall never perish" (John x. 28).
This promise was never
given to Adam; but it is sure to all the seed whom Christ saw when
enduring that grievous travail of His soul and was satisfied
(Isaiah liii. 10, 11); for "no one is able to pluck them out of
His hand," nor out of the Father's, who gave them to Christ, but
who still has an equal interest in them, as appears by our Saviour's
words: when addressing the Father He says, "All Mine are Thine,
and Thine are Mine; and I am glorified in them" (John xvii. 10).
That the Church, as one with Christ, are partakers of His resurrection
is clear, from the words of the Holy Ghost in this Epistle (Eph. ii. 4-6),
"But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved us [those dead in trespasses and sins, and by nature children
of wrath, and therefore of the same lump with the rest who are left],
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ, and hath raised us up together." So also our Saviour said,
"Because I live, ye shall live also." And also Peter in his first
Epistle says, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth n?t away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation" (chap. i. 3-5). Christ
then, who is their life, is in them, is one with them; what then
have they to fear ~ "Who is he that condemneth them 1" (God's
elect-the predestinated ones); since "it is Christ that died, yea
rather, that is risen again.
Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ ~" (Rom. viii. 29, 34, 35.) When He rose again, He was
accepted by the Father, as the Mediator and Head of His Church;
a,s having fully satisfied all that was required, and therefore they
were accepted with Him and in Him. Death hath no more dominion
·over Him, for sin hath had its reign unto death; and therefore the
Church, being one with Christ, are also free from the dominion of
death and reign of sin. By His resurrection, He hath triumphed over
death for them: "He hath abolished death, and hath brought life
and immortality to light" (2 Tim. i. 10). The victory is gained;
the sting is removed; and though the sins of His people be looked
:lior they shall not be found (Jer. i. 20). We may well then say,
'With the Prophet, "Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth
iiniquity, and passeth by the transgrrssion of the remnant of His
heritage ~ He retaineth not His anger for ever, because He delighteth
• Here, as in other places, our translators should have put died and not is dead
or were dead, &c.
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in mercy. He will turn again, He will have compassion upon us;
He will subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into
the depths of the sea" (Micah vii. 18, 19).
Further, by virtue of the union between Christ and the Church,
the Church lives here. Christ, who is their life (Col. iii. 4), lives in
them, and they in Him; from Him they derive their strength. He
sees for them, thinks for them, providGs for them, and is their All and
in all. He is "made unto them wisdom, righteousness, sanctification,
and redemption" (1 Cor. i. 30). They are complete in Him, and" out
of His fulness they receive grace," and therefore ever say, "By the
grace of God I am what I am." "His grace is sufficient for them," and
therefore deriving their support from Him, they" come with boldness
unto the throne of grace, that they may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in every time of need" (Hebrews iv. 16). "·Without Christ we
can do nothing" (John xv. 5); "but through Christ strengthening
us, we can do all things." His strength is made perfect in our weakness; so that when we are weak, and feel our utter inability to think
even a good thought as of ourselves, we find that we are strong, and
that our sufficiency is of God. And all this flows from our oneness
with Christ ; as the Apostle says in Galatians ii. 20 : "I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." The life, then,
that a Christian, a called-out one, lives here, is by the faith of the Son
of God, that is, by that faith which Christ gives unto His people, and of
which He is "the author and finisher" (Heb. xii. 2); whereby they
are enabled to walk, and to have their conversation in this world
by faith, and not by sight. Without Christ they can indeed do
nothing; for the branch separated from the vine, is deprived of its
life; but this cannot happen unto the Church-those given by the
Father-the predestinr,ted ones, for it is written, that "Neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, rior any other'
creature shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which
'is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. viii. 38, 39).
When tempted to doubt of the good hope that he has through
grace, by reason of his many sins and backslidings, he is led by
the Spirit of Christ to consider that "Christ in him is the hope of
glory," and that this hope does not alter with his frames and
feelings, but is as "an anchor to his soul, both sure and stedfast."
As one with Christ, he "has peace with God, and has access by
faith into that grace wherein he stands, and rejoices in hope of
the glory of God, and glories also in tribulations."
The Christian, like David, saith: "This is all my salvation and
all my desire." "Not I, but Ohrist in me," is his answer to the many
temptations of the devil; well knowing that by himself he is nothing
and can do nothing; but being one with Christ, he is not alone,
and proceeds not on his own strength, but "against hope believes. in
hope;" and hence .Paul gives that advice to his son 'J'imothy: "My
son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. ii. 1).
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We might pursue the subject much further, but time will not
allow us; however, there is one subject connected with this, that the
circumstances of the day lead us slightly to touch upon (the Lord's
Supper). Our Saviour, when on earth, instituted a standing ordinance
for his Church, that they should assemble together in the breaking
of bread and drinking of wine, in order thus to show forth the
Lord's death, until His coming again. But who are they who are
invited to partake of this feast? His disciples-the Chuch-that is, those
who have received this truth, in the love of it, and who have faith
to live on it and by it. Not all who say that they have faith, for some
have faith in a lie, since "God sends them strong delusions that
they should believe a lie." As we cannot tell, then, who of the
Lord's children may be present, we invite all, whether professed
Churchmen or Dissenters, to partake of this ordinance, who have
heen brought to love and receive these truths we have been enabled
to set forth. Others we dare not invite, as they have neither part
nor lot in the matter; "Cast not that which is holy unto the dogs,
neither cast your pearls before swine." Amen.

"THIS IS MY FRIEND."
is "a Friend that sticketh closer than a brother." Hc is "a
Friend who loveth at all times."" He was a Friend to His dear
ones when they were enemics to Him, and continues to be a
Friend in all the trials and adversities of life. He is a faithfu]
Friend; we may safely tell Him all the secrets of our hearts, He
will never betray us. He is a rich Friend, always able and willing
to help, and possessed of "unsearchable riches," and these He
distributes among His friends. He is an everlasting Friend; alser
an unchangeable Friend, "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."
Oftentimes little things separate chief friends, but nothing can ever
separate Christ and believers. His mind never changes, His affections never end, nor are the communications of His dear friendship
ever cut off; His ears are not c>pen to every idle story, nor is He
tempted to break off friendship with His people by their unkindness and ingratitude to Him.-C-iill's .: Song of Solomon."

JESUS

WE have three unchangeables to oppose all mutabilities :-1. An
unchangeable Covenant; 2. An unchangeable God; 3. An unchangeable Heaven.-Philip Henry.
.

I DO not shrink from saying, that by grace a man may have sufficient
faith to flee to Christ-really to lay hold on Him, really to trust in
Him, really to be a child of God, really to be saved; and yet to his.
last day be never free from much anxiety, doubt, and fear. "A letter,"
says an old writer, "may be written which is not sealed; so grace
may."be wJ;itten in the heart, yet the Spirit may not set the seal of
assurance to" it."-Bishop Ryle.

:.: .'
.
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THE STORY OF "THE ROCK OF AGES."

THE Oity Press recently contained the following notice of an address
-one of a series-given at Bishopsgate Chapel, on "Our Favourite
Hymns," by. the Rev. THOMAS GREAR;" A brief account of the life of TOPLADY, including the story of his
conversion during a service in a barn in Ireland, formed the first part
of the address. Then came the history of the immortal hymn. It
was called, 'A living and dying prayer for the holiest believer in the
world.' It first appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, in March, 1776,
TOPLADY being then the editor. The title given to the hymn, the
preacher said, was inadequate, for it was not only a prayer which the
holiest believer in the world, living or dying, might use, but just as
suitable a prayer for the greatest sinner in the world. It was surely
one of the grandest testimonies to its truth to human nature that,
while the holiest saints had found in it the fittest expression of their
faith and hope, the worst and the vilest had breathed out their penitence, and confessed their helplessness in its words of matchless se1£depreciation. As to the structure of the hymn, ana its allusions to
Scripture, the idea, the preacher said, was that of a rock, not to build
upon, but to hide in; such a rock as Moses found a cleft to hide in
when God would show him His surpassing glory. And the teaching
of the hymn was that Christ was the soul's hiding-place-its sure
dwelling-place from all its foes. The whole point of the hymn "as
missed unless we saw the ator.ement in it. Christ was able to shelter
and to save us because He died for us. He was a place of hiding
for us, because He was 'cleft' for us-wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities. Thus the first verse exalted
Christ as the only Saviour, the Rock of Age:;, and the only Saviour
because", There was no other good enough
To pay the price of sin;
He only could unlock the gates
Of heav;en and let us in!'
The second verse, anticipating the plea of human merit and virtue,
referred to the "labours of our hands," only to dismiss them as
wholly inadequate;'" All for sin could not atone,
Thou must save, and Thou alone! '
The third verse showed the sinner disclaiming all personal merit,
and assuming the position of one who was morally and spiritually
bankrupt. It was profoundly humbling, but what a tribute to its
truth to the deepest experiences of the soul was found in the fact
that men like the late "ALBERT the GOOD," Mr. GLADSTONE, and
a host of others-great statesmen, scholars, and saints-no less than
multitudes of the worst and vilest of sinners, had found in those
fle1£-apasing words their final confessioll of faith. The last verse
was referred to as showing that Christ was the soul's resource and
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resort in life and in death, on earth and in heaven, ill time and in
eternity."
The following announcement has appeared in the Press, but we
are unable to say how far any plan to commemorate the memory
of dear TOPLADY at Farnham is really in course of being carried_
into effect. If the promoters of the Farnham Memorial will communicate with us, we shall be happy to consider the practicability of
our co-operating in a suitable scheme. The announcement to which
we refer is as follows:" The town of Farnham is about to put up a memorial to AUGus'l'uS
TOPLADY, the author of 'Rock of Ages,' who was born there in
1740. It so happened that when TOPIJADY'S parents arrived at
Farnham just before his birth, there was no room in any of the
inns, and they were obliged to content themselves with a lodging
in a very humble house on the south side of West Street, and
there the famous hymn-writer was born. 'rhe cottage was destroyed
nearly ten years ago to make way for a very uninteresting building
of red brick. It is proposed to place something ill the nature of
a plinth on the present house, or else an inscription on the pavement
TOPLADY was only thirty-eight when he died, after
opposite.
being Vicar of Blagdon, Somerset, and Broad Hembury, Devon,
as well as minister at W'hitefield's Tabernacle in Tottenham Court
Road."
THE LOVE OF JESUS IN TIME OF BEREAVEMENT.
"The love of Jesus, what it is,
None but His loved ones know."
o HAPPY family of Bethany! Happy Martha! Happy Lazarus! Loved
by Jesus, what more do you require to make you happy 1 To you,
what are these trials, this sickness, this death, this sorrow to which you
are going to be exposed 1 You are loved by Jesus. To be loved by
Jesus! All that the world calls happiness fades before such a thought.
Bereaved ones! If you possess the love of Jesus, all is well, eternally well, even though you should be overwhelmed with all the
miseries of this mortal life; but if you are without that love, all is
eternally ill, even though you should be laden with all that men
have the folly to call happiness. - Selected.

WHEN a Christian looks in himself for somewhat whereon to
ground his hope of eternal life, he pleaseth the father of lies-he gives
the lie to the God of truth-he dishonours the work of Christhe does despite to the Spirit of grace.-Mason.
THE elect of Christ are His natural subjects (though not naturally
so): they are His by another title, and to another end; and so intimate is the relation between Him and them, that they are said to be
of " His flesh, and of His bones." They both have one soul and spirit;
He and they make one perfect man.-Elisha Colts.
2 F
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OUll NATIONAL PROTESTANTISM.
following leading article, under the head-line" Patriotism versus
Vaticanism," lately appeared in the columns of our weekly contemporary the English Churchman. The writer accurately states our own
convictions on the subject of Protestantism and Popery. His remarks
are indeed" words in season," and we invite for them a thoughtful
perusal. The leading events of the present year, in so far as they
affect the Faith of England, nationally, are of the most momentous
kind, and it is to be feared that the public, for the most part, fail to
realize that unless the political intrigues of the Papists in Church and
State be resisted 7cithout compromise, m' apology, the Protestantism of
the Constitution will receive fatal injury. Our contemporary says : The history of England is to a great extent the story of a conflict
between several powers striving for the mastery. From very early
times a struggle has been going on, more or less manifestly, with
varying success, between the CROWN and the Clergy-the CROWN and
the N obles-sometimes the CROWN and the Clergy against the peoplesometims the CROWN and the people against the Clergy. The Reformation put an end to the spiritual supremacy of the POPF., and to the
conflict between Church and State, by the submission of the Clergy to
the restoration of the ancient jurisdiction, authority, and privileges,
claimed to belong, of right, to the imperial Crown of the realm;
whilst the Revolution was the termination of a contest between this
Protestant country and the Vatican-between the KING and the Parliament-by the triumph of the principles of .civil and religious
freedom, again~t the tyranny of the CROWN, and the attempt at civil
domination by th.e POPE.
The Revolution,. which placed WILLIAM and MARY on the throne of
this kingdom, established the Protestant succession through QUEEK
ANNE, and GEORGE 1., the direct ancestor of the present reigning
family. It was an assertion of the supremacy of law; a vindication
of the national Protestantism, which had shown itself unmistakably
in earlier times, and of the control of Parliament, as the
ultimate authority in political affairs. "By the "Revolution" says
HALLAM, "and by the Act of Settlement, the rights of the actual
monarch, of the reigning family, were made to emanate from the
parliament and the people." The Convention, which met on January
22nd, 1689, resolved, "That it hath been found by experience
inconsistent with the safety and welfare of this Protestant Kingdom
to be governed by a Popish prince": and, "in order that the
questions whicl,t had been in dispute between the STUARTS and the
nation might never again be stirred," Parliament determined to
assert the ancient rights and liberties of England in such language
as· should terminate all controversy, and prevent their violation in
time to come; so that no misunderstandin.g ..should be possible,. and
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the constitutional freedom of the country should be assured.
Accordingly, the foundations of our present civil and reli~iolls
freedom were laid in the Bill of Rights and the Act of Settlement,
the important provision being made, that any person who shall
hold communion with the Church of Home, or shall marry a Papist,
'Shall be excluded, and for ever be incapable to possess, inherit, or
enjoy, the Crown and Government of this realm; and that, in all
such eases, the people of these realms shall be absolved from their
allegiance," and the Crown shall descend to tbe next heir. It was
also enacted that the Kings and Queens of England shall be
required, on accession to the throne, to make the Declaration which
HIS MA.JESTY KING EDWARD' the SEVENTH made, and signed, on
February 14th, against Transubstantiation, the Invocation of Saints,
and the Sacrifice of the Mass, and at their coronation to swear to
maintain, to the utmost of their power, the laws of GOD, the true
profession of the Gospel, and the Protestant Reformed R.eligioll
.established by law.
It 'will be apparent to all cur readers that the object of this is
to ensure the nndollbted Protestantism of the reigning Monarch,
",nd we trust they will recognize the importance of the public.;
declaration of his personal opinion by the KING, not as a King but
as a man. The object in question has been successfully attained
for upwards of two hundred years; and the recent action of the
Homan Catholics shows that it is an effective bar to the designs
<:If the Vatican.
'l'hey complain that the language of the Declaration
gives them. pain.
'Wc are sorry to give pain to anyone;
but we are persuaded that their object is to abolish the
Declaration altogether, so as to open the way for a Roman
Catholic prince on the throne; and that the controversy is too seri01ls
to admit of mere complimentary concessions
The Protestant
liberties of Britain are the true causes of their dissatisfaction; and
the only concession that would satisfy the Romanists is absolute
supremacy, and power to trample under foot everything and everybody hostile to the autocratic anthority of the Vatican.
Some
Protestants seem unable to realizc this. They also contend that the
terms of the Declarl),tion ought to be modifiel But why 7 Does any
sane man think that tha differences between 11S and Rome are pure
matters of opinion 7 They are matters of life and death to political
liberty, and commercial activity, as well as to religious freedom.
People too readily ignore the fact that the POPE claims authority in
political affairs as well 3,S in matters of faith, and reqnires those who
.admit his supremacy to do his bidding alike in secular and spiritual
concerns. The designs of the Vatican are j list the same as they were
two hundred years ago. This is proved beyond all question by the
words of the late Dr. MANNING-memorable words, frequently quoted,
bnt too often forgotten. " It is good ior us to be here in England.
It is yours, Right Reverend Fathers! to su1dugate and subdue, to bend
and to break the will of an imperial race. Surely a soldier's eye and
a soldier's heart would choose, by intuition, this field of England
for the warfare of the faith.
It is the l:t~ad of ',Prote~~~~t~
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ism, the centre of its movement, and stronghold of its powers;
weakened in England, it is paralysed everywhere; conquered in
England, it is conquered throughout the world.
Once overthrown
here, all is but a war of detail.
. It is the key of the wholeposition of modern error. England once restored to the faith become;,.
the Evangelist of the ,,·orld." These words have doubtless been
regarded by many as mere bombast; but, whatever may be thought of
them, after such language, from such a quarter, there is no room
for doubt as to the aims and intentions of the Vatican.
Moreover, we submit that the language to which the Roman
Catholics take exception, though strong, is as true now as when the
Declaration was originally framed. It is to be feared that thoseEnglishmen who think the terms too strong are somewhat indifferent
as to their truth. If there be a doubt as to the superstition and
idolatry of the Sacrifice of the Mass and of the Invocation of the
Virgin Mary, or of any other saint, we can understand why the
assertion should be modified. But if, with the Holy Scriptures in our'
hands, we are satisfied as to the mind of God in reference thereto,.
why should we, as Protestants, hesitate to declare our own protest
and profession, and to require the same from the KEG before we
promise allegiance to him1 The safety of the kingdom is at stake.
Plain and forcible language is eminently necessary to avoid any risk
of misunderstanding. The experience of our fathers was dearly
bought, and we cannot afford to let Romanizers nndo the Reformation,
or to let Romanists get behind the Revolution. Other countries have
envied us the peace and prosperity secured by those memorable events,
and they are even no\r casting off the trammels of the Papacy. ShaH
we tamely submit to have these fetters reimposed 1
With much regret we note the attitude of Dr. JOSEPH PARKER
towards this question. He would improve the Declaration off the face
of the earth! Apparently, he does not value the personal statement
of the Kum as to his Protestant opinions.
He may possibly be
indifferent as to the retention of monarchy; and, may be, he would
prefer a republic. But would he be contented to see a man elected
to the presidency of a republic without any guarantee as to his
personal Protestantism 1-without any inquiry whether he were a
Jesuit, an Agnostic, or a blaspheming Infidel1 We submit that thecharacter of the ruler is a matter of supreme interest to the nation,
and that the exclusion of a Roman Catholic from the Throne is
essential to the preservation of those civil and religious liberties which
have rendered our happy fatherland the envy of the world, and which"
with God's help, shall not be sacrificed to please the Vatican.
ASSURANCE will support a child of God under the heaviest bereavements, and assist him to 'feel "it is well." An assured soul will say,
" Though' beloved ones are taken from me, yet Jesus is the same, and:
is alive for evermore." Though my house be not as flesh and bloo:1
could wish, yet I have" an everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things
and· Bure." - Bishop' Ryle.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
'THE Protestant Reformation Society, which, with great SllCcess, held
its 74th anniversary at Exeter Hall last month, occupies the unique
position of being the oldest Church of England Society for the defence
{)f the Scriptural doctrines recovered to our beloved country by the
Protestant Reformation. It also is the sole Church Mission to Homan
Catholics in England. During its long and honourable career, the
Society has published various works of great service to the cause of
Reformation truth-some of them of permanent value-while in the
pulpit and on the platform it has secured some of the most eloquent
and learned advocates of Protestant principles, whose powerful
testimony has largely served to keep alive among us the spirit of the
Reformers and Martyrs. The present Secretary. Mr. WAL1'ER A.
LmBRICK, is indefatigable in his direction of the Society's vast work,
.and in the Hev. Dr. C. H. H. VVRIGHT the organization possess one of
the most erudite and eminent controversialists to be found among
the Protestant leaders of modern times.
The official organ of the
.F.R.S.-The Protestant Churchman-an ably edited publication, contai~ing original articles as well as records of the Society's operations, is
issued quarterly, price one penny, and well deserves the widest
.circulation. The current number of the pamplet is embellished with
.an in memoriam portrait of our late beloved Christian Sovereign, QUEEN
VICTORIA, and an excellent likeness of the BISHOP of SODOR and MAN
{Dr. STRATON), who is one of the vice-presidents of the Society. A
special service was held in St. Michael's, Cornhill, on Thursday, May
9th, in connection with thc Society. The preacher, Prebendary WACE,
said that the recrudescence of Roman error was probably due in the main
to loss of faith in God's Word. Human nature must have some supernatural authority, and if the true authority were obscured people were too
ready to grasp any false assurances held out to them with sufficient
boldness. The supremacy of the POPE was but the starting point
of the struggle, which really involved two irreconcilable views of
the relations between God and the world. The Reformers claimed
for man the right of direct access to and constant communion
with God; the opposite system, though including men who lived in
.direct personal communion with God, imposed an authority.--which
in practice worked out as the authority of priests-between God
.and the soul. In the Reformed and primitive faith men were
,emancipated from all fear but the fear of God. One characteristic
note of the Protestant nations, therefore, was an open-hearted
,courage, which had made them the pioneers in such matters as
liberty and science. Trust in a human and fallible authority, too,
hindered a real probing of the conscience; while the sense of direct
.communion with God and trust in Him alone for forgiveness
.caused men to live in an atmosphere of truth.
The difference
between the two systems affected both family and political life. A
Protestant country could not have a Roman Catholic king, and
vice versa. There was no Church on earth that had not fallen
into error. The Church. of England by her formularies offered a

398

The Gospel Magazil1e.

guidance not dissimilar to that of the early Church, but it was
difficult to say as much of her spokesmen.
The time ,vas fast
approaching when the people of England wO'..lld be calle:.l on to
make a definite choice between the two systems.
It was to be
hoped 'that they would choose, as their ancestors did three hundred
years ago, the blessings of a free mercy-seat, an open Bible, and.
sacraments of which the priests were the ministers and not the
masters.--'fhe Court Circular, on May 3rd, contained the following
laconic report of the Papal Deputation which waited on the KIKG
at St. James's Palace on the previous day :-" Hepresentatives of
the Roman Catholic Body in England, introduced by the DUKE of
NORFOLK.
His Eminence CARDINAL VAUGIIAX (proposer) and the
Right Rev. DOCTOR BAGSHAWE (seconder) had the honour of being
presented to HIS NIAJESTY." It is noteworthy that the deputation
is described as representing the Roman Catholic "Body," not
"Church," while the Court Circular, referring in a succeeding
paragraph to a Presbyterian Depntation which was presented to
the SOVEREIGN, describes it as from the Synod of the Presbyterian
" Church." In the Address of the Papal Deputation the phrase
appeared :-" The Roman Catholic Church in England."
Not a
word on the political question of altering the Royal Declaration against Popery was allowed a place in the Address.
The KING'S reply was studiously worded, and was as follows:"1 receive with hearty appreciation the dutiful Address which you
have presented to me to-day. It affords me deep satisfaction to
know that my" Eoman Catholic subjects sympathize with me and my
family in the heavy affiiction which has recently befallen us, that they
tender me the encouragement of their loyal good wishes in the prosecution of the great task which lies before me as SOVEREIGN of this.
Empire, and that they continually offer up devout aspirations for my
prosperity and for that of QUEEN ALEXANDRA and of the members of
my house. It will be my endeavour to promote, to the best of m)'
ability, the enjoyment of the blessings of liberty, tolerance, peace, and
good will among all classes of my people." 'rhe TaUlet remarks:" Nothing said in the [Papa]"1 Address is incompatible with a most
energetic resolve to gct the necessary changes made" [in the statutory
Declaration] and adds :-" '1'0 avoid all possible misunderstanding,
however, the CARDINAL ARCHBISHOP has sent a letter to the Home
Office which makes the Catholic position absolutely cleal'. Meanwhile
we should be glad to know the names of the Peers selected by the
Government to serve on the Committee which is to inquire how the
necessary modifications may be made. The time seems to have come
when a question in the House of Lords might be asked with advantage." -Colonel EICHAHDS ADAMs, writing to a Protestant newspaper,
points out with much force and truth that Romanism has never been
effectually. resisted by Arminianism. All the Eeformers, the writer
remarks, we.re "Calvinists to a man," and then he quotes the apposite
words of TOPLADY :-" In vain do we lament the progress of Popery,
while our presses teem and our pulpits ring with the Eomish "doctrine
of merit and free will, doctrines whose nature and inevitable tendency
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is to smooth the passage for our fuller coalition with antichrist."
-An Irish correspondent writes :-" 'When Mr. BALFouR was lately
interrogated as to why an Ambassador had not been sent to the POPE
to announce the Accession of KING EmvARD to the throne, and said that
there was no diplomatic representation betwecn Britain and the
Vatican, but that the POPE had sent an expression of kindly sympathy
on the death of the QUEEN and the KING'S Accession, Mr. P. O'BRIEN
rose, and asked if, before the Pm'E sent this message, he had received
a copy of the Oath taken by the KING 1 The question was taken no
notice of, except by his comrades of the Papal brigade, who cheered
ironically. Mr. O'BRIEN might have known that the POPE was only
too well acquainted with that noble Declaration, and that neither
himself nor the whole College of Cardinals could disprove one iota of
the charges of superstition and idolatry which the highest person in
the British Empire has, with the solemnity of an Oath, brought
against the Papal system. The rabid journals in Ireland may call
this, as they have done, 'the KING'S blasphemy'; but the only
blasphemy at all discernible is that of the priestly pretenders whO'
allege their power to transform a piece of corruptible bread into the
Manhood and Divinity of the Son of God. Priests in Ireland have
boasted ere now that they carried their Godin their pocket! "-A Curate
of the extreme Ritualist Church of St. Matthew, Sheffield, has just gone
over to the Roman Church, and has since spoken with extraordinary
freedom of the services at St. Matthew's. The only difference between
his teaching now as a Romanist and that of the advanced younger
clergy at St. Matthew's, Mr. BRATT says, is that they do not teach
Papal Infallibility. Instead, they teach the infallibility of the Church;
and, besides, transubstantiation, the invocation of .saints, the sinlessness
of the Blessed Virgin :'IIary, Purgatory, Confession for everyone, the
Seven Sacraments, &c., are taught. At St. Matthew's they have Masses.
of the Pre-sanctified and other rites, taken direct from the Roman MissaL
The Rosary-consisting chiefly of many repetitions of the Ave Ma1'iais a very common devotiou at this church. Mr. BRATI' found that he was··
bound by the logical issue of his views to join the Church of Rome, and
he considers the Ritualist party to be quite illogical, since they are·'
practically Romanists, though they remain in the Church of England.-Protestants in the Manchester Diocese, \lot approving of the·
BISHOP'S line of action, are not disposed to support his Million Shillings.
Fund for diocesan purposes. A vigorons reproof of their attitude in a
recent speech of the BISHOP'S has drawn a letter in reply from Mr.
ROBERT PHILLIP8, president of the Manchester Central Lodge of the
National Protestant League. The BISHOP'S claim to be a defender of
Protestant principles, says Mr. PHILLIPS, is not borne out by his acts.
Invari}Lbly he has refused to hear the repeated complaints of the
Protestant laity against lawlessness in the ch\\rches, and has seemed to
support the Romanizing clergy. The larger livings in his patronage
he has steadily given to strangers rather than to the hard-working
clergy of the diocese. The laity would readily subscribe the million
shillings, or three or four tilllesas much, if they had confidence in the
BISHOP'S bestowal of patronage, or his administration of Diocesan flinds.

4PO

The Gospel Magazine.

If only the Protestant laity would positively refuse to assist mixed
Diocesan work with their money, an unprincipled Episcopate would soon
be brought to realize that the Laity, rather than the Hierarchy, are
essential to "the Church."-A contemporary prints ·the following:" A Hindoo priest was sent over to Europe a short while ago in order
to study the religions and the religious customs of the 'Vest. The
first time that he visited a Christian Church he was vastly impressed
with the beauty of the music, his senses were awed by the solemnity
of all he saw, and the young clergyman in the pulpit pleased him with
the eloquent words of piety which streamed from his lips. After the
service had concluded, the Hindoo took the first opportunity of
approaching the young clergyman.
'Your words,' he said, 'have
deeply impressed me. You are surely one of the first servants of the
Church 7' 10h, no,' replied the clergyman, with humble mien, I the
Vicar is over me.' 'And over the Vicar 7' 'The canons.' 'And over the
canons 7' 'The bishop 7' 'And over the bishop 7' I The archbishop.'
, And over the archbishop1' 'The cardinals l' 'And over the cardinals l'
( The HOLY FATHER.' The Hindoo priest shook his head and ceased his
questions, saying, I What a long, long ladder you want to mount up to
God.' "--The Earthen Vessel and Gospel Hendd recently alluded to the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE in the following approving tenns :-" The doyen
of spiritual magazines, though running on into its second century,
shows no signs of senility, but is still full of succulent spiritual
matter for ·the household of faith."-The LORD CHANCELLOR has
appointed another member of the rebel English Church Union to a
living in his gift, in the person of the Rev. Vol. C. LEEPER, whom
his Lordship has presented to the Rectory of Mellis, Suffolk. Mr.
BALFOUR has also committed a similar offence by nominating the Rev.
E. B. TOASE (KC.U.) to the Crown living of GomersaJ. It is to be
hoped that as many Protestant :Members of Parliament as possible
will call the attention of both the LORD CHANCELLOR and Mr.
BALFOUR to their unfortunate conduct in thus promoting members
of such a law-breaking organisation as the English Church "["nion.
Membership of that Union ought to be considered by the Government
as a bar to all preferment in the Church of England.-The Rev.
J. K. QUARTER)IAN, of Plumstead, in the course of a letter on the
Papal agitation for the abolition of the KING'S Declaration against
Popery, well remarks :_" Our wise forefathers of 1688, only lately
delivered from the dangers of Popery, knew well what they were
about in drawing up the Act of Settlement, wherein it is declared'Henceforth none but a Protestant shall occupy the Throne of
England.' From the time of JAMES II.'s abdication and WILLIAM
IlL's accession, our nation has enjoyed an era of unexampled
prosperity, while Roman Catholic states, once in the forefront (like
Amalek, first of the nations) are now sunk ingloriously into thirdrate Powers.
Our split with Rome has been to us an enormous
advantage., Britain has w:ned into Great Britain, and Great
Britain into Greater Britain, and KING EDWARD VII. now reigns
over an Empire our ance~tors never dreamt of. Nevertheless, this
world-wide obedience to the throne of England is not owing to
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armies and fleets, but because of
at the back of our Constitution,
institutions-above all, because of
the blood of our martyrs, slain
testimony of Jesus Christ."
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the moral force of Protestantism
because of just laws and free
an 'open Bible,' won for us by
for the Word of God and the

THE SOVEREIGN'S DECLARATION AGAINST POPERY.
deem it well to put on record in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE the
Declaration against Transubstantiation, the Mass, and Mariolatry
required by Statute to be made by all English Sovereigns on acceding
to the Throne. The Declaration, made and signed by His present
Majesty, KING ·EDWARD the SEVENTH, before the assembled Houses of
Lords and Commons at ",Vestminster, on February 14th, 1901, was as
follows : "I, EDWARD, do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of GOD,
profess, testify, and declare that 1 do believe that in the Sacrament of
the Lord's Supper there is not any Transubstantiation of the Elements of Bread and Wine into the Body and Blood of Christ, at or
after the consecration thereof by any person whatsoever; and that
the Invocation or Adoration of the Virgin Mary or any other Saint,
and the Sacrifice of the Mass, as they are now used in the Church of
Rome, are superstitious and idolatrous. And I do solemnly, in the
presence of God, profess, testify, and declare, that I do make this
declaration and every plrt thereof in the plain and ordinary sense of
the words read unto me, as they are commonly understood by
English P1'otestants, without any Evasion, Equivocation, or m~ntal
Reservation whatsoever, and without any dispensation already
granted me for this purpose by the Pope, or any other authority or
person whatsoever, or without any hope of any such dispensation from
any person or authority \Yhatsoever, or without thinking that I am
or can be acquitted before God or man, or absolved of this declaration
or any part thereof, although the Pope or any other person or persons
or power whatsoever should dispense with or annul the same or
declare that it was null and void from the beginning." (Act of Settlement, 12 & 13, Will. 3. c. 2.)
To this Constitutional declaration of his personal allegiance to the
Protestant Faith, made by the KING, the Papal authorities have, as
our readers are aware, raised violent and persistent opposition. They
demand that the solemn formula shall be so modified so as to meet
their religious views! which, of course, means that the Mass imposture
shall no longer be statutably denounced as supm'stitious and
idolatrous.
An admirable reply to this preposterous demand appears in the
current issue of the Protestant Churchman, the official organ of the
Protestant Reformation Society (62, Berners Street, Oxford Street,
London), from the pen of "A Dignitary of the Church of England,"
which we here append:"Who can deny the superstition and blasphemy of the two ,devotions abjured by the KING 1
~WE
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"What is superstition? It is (1) offering worship to that which
is not God; (2) offering improper worship to God.
" (1) Who can deny that· St. Mary is not God, and that, nevertheless, the Church of Rome worships her 1 There is no necessity to
transcribe the prayers to St. Mary sanctioned by the Church of
Rome, any number may be found by whoever wishes in St. ALPoNso
DE LIGUORI's 'Glories of Mary,'.and no word of that Saint, appointed
'Teacher of the Church' by PlUS IX., may be cavilled at by a
Roman Catholic. But we need not go so far back as even St.
ALFoNso. The existing POPE has, in thirteen years, issued· sixteen
Encyclical Letters, urging the worship of St. Mary, from one of
which the following is an extract :-' When we betake ourselves in
prayer to Mary, we betake ourselves to the Mother of Mercy. Let
us piously invoke her ready help. Then we may rest securely and
with joy under the protection of the best Mother. Our hope in
Mary, our mighty and kind Mother, grows wider day by day, and
ever beams on us more brightly.' Is not that superstition in its
first form 1
"(2) Who can deny that the Mass is a snperstitious manner of
worshipping God 1 What does it imply 1 That the second Person
of the Godhead, on some words being uttered by a priest, comes
down from heaven, and in His divinity and humanity, spirit, soul,
body and all things appertaining to the human body, enters into a
wafer, a little cake made 'of bread, and into a cup of wine mixed
with water, and there 'ltays for the worship of the priest and the
congregation, until the priest eats Him in the little wheaten mike
and drinkS' Him in the cup, thereby destroying His sacramental
life.; which life, however, though extinguished in the cup, still
continues in a number of other little wheaten cakes until they
;),re eaten and digested by men, good or bad, to whom the priest
gives them, either at the time of the celebration of the Mass, or
after being reserved for worship on the altar.
"Is not this superstition in its second form? And are not both
of these practices blasphemous as well as snperstitions'l What is
blasphemy 1 It is assigning to another person or thing the attributes
which belong to God alone.
But omniscience and superhuman
powers are attributed to St. Mary by prayers being addressed _t(}
her.
And to teach that a little wheaten cake has the godlike
quality, of being an object of worship and of· giving Benedic~ion
to its ,vorshippers, is to attribute to it the honour of God. '."
"The KING'S Declaration, then, states no more thail 'facts, -and' the
history of the ,reign of JA~fES n. has for e-ver proved to us that for
the good of England her Sovereign must have a full conviction of
those facts.: Thank God for the Bill of Rights!"

"lFwe'say we have no sin, we deceive ourselvcs." If we attempt
to hide our sins from God, we aim to deceive God. If we confess
our sins, and :flee to the blood .of Jesus, we deceive' the devil.Mason.
.
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THE LEWES MARTYRS' MKYIORIAL.
" .MAN proposes but God disposes," and His disposal is always for
the best. So it proved in connection with the Memorial to the
seventeen noble men, 'women, and children who; suffered martyrdom at
Lewes during the reign of QUEEN MARY.
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LEWES MARTYRS' MEMORIAL.

In 1895 a request was presented to the Town Council, Lewes,
that a memorial tablet in honour of these martyrs might be placed on.
the Town Hall, to commemorate their martyrdom,' which had taken
place just outside the building. The request was not granted, but to
the delight of Protestant sympathizers, Mr. ISAAC VINALL;: Soli6itor,
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came forward in a most generous manner and offered a site on the
Cliffe Hill. This is a most prominent position, visible, not merely in
,a direct line from where the Martyrs were burnt at the stake, but
from many other points, extending several miles. Mr. A. MORRIS
was the leadillg spirit in the movement, and he gathered around him a
band of sturdy Protestants, as a committee. Money flowed in from
various parts of the world, so plentifully that the original idea of an
obelisk in Portland stone was abandoned for the present more handsome structure in granite, rising some thirty-five feet high, an illustration of which we have had specially drawn for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. The subscribers included the DUCHESS of GRAFTON, the
EARL of CHICHESTER, the COUNTESS of RODEN, the LORD BISHOP of
LIVERPOOL, LORD KINKAIRD, Mr. G. J. GOSCHEN, M.P., and many
others.
The unveiling day was Wednesday, May 8th, and the COUNTESS of
PORTSMOUTH honoured the occasion by performing the ceremony.
Long before 3 pm. the time fixed, the quaint old streets of Lewes,
leading in the direction of Cliffe Hill, presented an animated appearance.
Conveyances from different parts of the country were continually arriving; the special train, arranged by the Protestant
Alliance for London Protestants, emptied its occupants j and as the
hour approached a steady line of visitors could be seen mounting up
the slope of the hill, at the top of which stood out prominently the
granite obelisk to the memory of the Lewes Martyrs. It was
estimated that by the time the unveiling took place nearly 6,000
persons stood on the green sward at the foot of the monument. The
visitors having passed through :Mr. VIKALL'S beautiful grounds, soon
<lame to the foot of the obelisk, around the plinth of which a crimsoncovered dais had been erected.
THE MAYOR of LF.wES (Councillor Holman, J.P.), presided over this
gathering, and was supported on his right by the Countess of Portsmouth, and on his left the Earl of Portsmouth, and the following:Rev. F. J. Hamilton, D.D., the Rev. H. Lindsay Young, Rev. ,Y. T.
Turpin, the Rev. H. S. Anson, Captain the Hon. Richard Bingham,
R.N. (Hove), Mr. J. Bartlett (Hove), the Rev. D. Lee Elliott
<Rector of Southover, the Rev. G. Hewitt (Prestonville), Mr.
D. S. Hyslop (of the Protestant Alliance, London), Mr. W. S.
King (Hove), Councillor E. H.
Leeney (Hove),
Councillor
Gerard Lloyd (Lewes), Mr. Limbrick (Secretary of the Protestant
Reformation .Society), Mr. A. Morris (Lewes), Mr. J. P. Morris
<Lewes), Mr. H. Miller (Church Association), the Misses Pope (Hove),
the Rev. J. Rutherfurd (Lewes), Mr. A. E. Rugg (Lewes), the Rev.
E. D. Stead (Rector of Falmer), tIle Rev. Charles Stirling, Rev. Dr.
Campbell Strickland, the Rev. B. Wilkinson (Lewes), Mr. James Vinall
<Lewes), Colonel Whale (Weston-super-Mare), Mr. Patrick White
(Church Association), Mr. E. H. Ward (Manchester), Mr. A. Addison,
Mr. P. Luck, Mrs. Were, &c.
The rain 'fell very heavily when the time arrived for the ceremony of
unv~iling, but the vast throng with _open umbrellas sang the opening
hymn with great fervour, and seemed to enter heartily into the
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sentiment of the earnest prayer offered up by the Rev. B. W1LKINiiOK,
joining finally with whole-solll reverence in the words of the Lord's
Prayer. Indeed, the serious and reverent tone of that vast assembly
of Protestants was a most impressive spectacle, and one never to be
forgotten.
Mr. ARTHUR MORRIS, the Hon. Treasurer, and a highly-esteemed
and venerable Protestant worker, made a financial statement, and
gave a brief history of the movement. Some £90, it appeared, was
still needed to meet the expenses, and he concluded by describing
the monument as a sermon in stone, which would speak to all generations, preaching the Gospel of Christ, telling of the cruelties and
superstitions of Popery, and reminding them that if the Church of
l'tome changed its tactics it did not change its principles..
The MAYOR of LEWES said he thought no apology was needed fOlhis presence on such an occasion, and congratulated the audience on
having a memorial worthy of those noble Martyrs through whose'
instrumentality their successors enjoyed religious freedom. On the
invitation of the Mayor,
The COUNTESS of PORTSMOUTH came forward and gracefnlly unveiled
the memorial. As the temporary covering was removed, amid great
applause, the following inscription was opened up to the view of thespectators : In loving memory of the undernamed seventeen Protestant Martyrs,
who for their faithful testimony to God's truth were. during the reign
of Queen Mary, burned to death in front of the Star Inn-'1.ow the Town..
Hall-Lewes.
THIS OBELISK,
Provided by public subscriptions,
'Vas erected A.D. 1901.
D.\tes of Martyrdom,

DERICK CARVER, of Brighton
July 22nd, 1555.
THOS. HARLAl\D and JORS OS\VALD, both of Wood-'
mancote
~ June 6th, 1556.
THOMAS AVI:ol~;ON a~d TH~~AS R~~D, b~t:h of X;'dingi J
THOMAS WOOD (a Mini6~er of the Go;;pel, of Lewes)
}
About
THOMAS MYLES, of Hellingly
...
...
...
June 20th, 1556.
RICHARD W OODMAS and GEORGE STEVEYS, both of
Warbleton ...
ALEXANDER HOSMAN, WM. MAISARD, and THOMASINA
WOOD, all of Mayfield
MARGERY MORRIS and JAMES MORRIS (her Son), both
June 22nd, 1557..
of Heathfield
..
DENIS BURGES, of Buxted ...
ANN .8..EHDoN, of Rotherfield
MUtY GROVES, of Lewes
"And they overcame, because of the blood of the Lamb, and because'
of the word of their testimony; and they loved not their life even untn'
death."-Rev. xii. 2 (R.V.)

y

LADY PORTSMOUTH, addressing the assembly in a clear voice and
expressive tone, said she had to wish that that splendid memoria!
might fulfil its purpose of keeping fresh in the minds of the Lc\ves
people the glorious memory of the Lewes martyrs, and that there might
never be one Englishman or Englishwoman who, if need were, wonld
not seal with their life-blood their faith in the Christianity revealed
to them in the New Testament.

The Gospel Magazt"ne.
Stirring Protestant speeches were then delivered by the appointed
speakers.
Mr. BENJAMIN NICHOLSON said that although it was some time
since the events they were now considering took place, there never
was a better time for the unveiling of the monument. They were
<.pt to forget what their martyrs suffered because they were now
living in better times. That was a great mistake. He was bound to
say that the blessings they were now enjoying and their civil and
religious liberty had been vouchsafed by God through the heroism of
their Reformers and the blood of the martyrs. Not only had the
Church of Rome done these evil deeds, but a large proportion of the
present clergy of the Church of England seemed to have more
sympathy with the doctines of the persecutors than the doctrines of
the martyrs (upon which remark there were loud cries of "Shame"
and "Traitors "). IVhy did the martyrs suffer 1 It was because God
had planted His grace and truth in their hearts, and they refused
to be idolaters or to be partakers of idolatry. They felt they would
rather lay down their lives than do dishonour to the Lord Jesus
Christ who had redeemed them. The persecuting spirit of Rome was
to-day the same.
The Rev. SEYMER TERRY said the Lewes Martyrs had died, not
with the roar of battle in their ears, or in the midst of terTific excitement, but singly and alone. That Memorial \\'ould be a
solemn warning to the children of the present generation to maintain their religious liberty, and not only to them, but to their opponents,
who were trying to destroy the work of the Reformation.
The Rev. J. RUTHERFURD spoke as representing the Free Church
Council of Lewes and district, and proposed a hearty vote of thanks
to LADY PORTSJ\fQUTH, to whom he presented a copy of the Memorial
volume, Turn 01' BU1'n.
The Rev. .A. ~ H. .ANSON seconded, and the proposition was carried
with cheers.
The EARL of PonfsMouTH, in responding on behalf of the COT;KTESS,
-,;aid that the men and women in whose honour they were gathered
there that afternoon had been men and women in humble ranks of
life; and the strength of all great causes lay in the support of the
people themselves. He knew that the strength of the Protestant
cause lay in the support of the working and industrial classes. It
was the knowledge that they were Protestant which prevented LOOD
SALISBURY openly supporting the Ritualists.
If they wanted the
Protestant faith to be maintained they must impress upon the Government that on that matter they would stand no deception, and that
they would agree to. no compromise. In proportion as they showed
themselves in earnest so would they obtain the respect of those in
authority,
.A vote of thanks was then accorded to the MAYOR of LEwEs, on the
proposition of Councillor LWYD, seconded by Mr. .A. E. RUGG, and a
~emorial volume was presented to the :MAYORESS.
The MAYOR having replied, the proceedings closed with the National
A.nthem and the Benediction.
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The vast crowd then' descended the hill, and many found their
way to the Corn exchange, where a great tea meeting, at which
some 900 persons were present, took place. After tea short addresses
were delivered.
Mr. PATRICK WHITE emphasized the importance of subscribing the
Protestant Electoral Roll, to which he there and then obtained a large
number of signatures.
THE Rev. Dr, HAMILTON, Mr. HYSLOP, and Mr. 'i'VALTER LIMERICK
also addressed the meeting.

,"

EVENIKG MEETING.
A PUBLIC meeting was held later in the Town Hall, which was
filled to overflowing, many being unable to obtain admission. The
chair was taken by the Right Hon. the EARL of PORTSMOUTH, who was
supported by the leading Protestants who had been present during the
afternoon ceremony. The meeting opened with the hymn, "0 God,
our help in ages past," sung by the whole assembly, after which the
Rev. LEE ELLTOTT offered prayer.
The noble CHAIR)[AN, who was accorded a hearty reception,
said when he looked round that magnificent gathering and
saw their worthy MAYOR and leading representatives of Lewes
and district, he confessed surprise and could not help remarking, "Where is the LORD BISHOP of the Diocese?" and he could
not help thinking that his reason for not coming to such. a
great gathering, collected together in the interests of religion, was
that he would say that he could not attend any "party" gathering
within the Church, but he (LORD PORTS~WUTH) asked, were the great
men in whose honour they were collected, the martyrs of the Reformation, men who only held party views? Because that was the
only answer, the only excuse, which could be given for the absence
of the BISHOP and certain other gentlemen that night. But that was
not a party gathering. It was a great assembly of English men and
English women, gathered to do honour and to commemorate the noble
body of men who :;;acrificed all that this life gave them for what they
belioved to be the truth. But even if Bishops were time-serving, the
martyrs were not time-serving, and the principles ~lpon which the
Reformation was built, and the movement upon which the Church of
England existed and was created, were those principles for which
those martyrs sacrificed their lives. They were there that night to
support the principles of the Reformation, and if those who maintained
those views were to be looked upon as a party within the Church of
England, then all he could say was that the only certain consequence
would be that the people of England who are .Protestants would
determine that either the Church of England shall be made
or. remain Protestant or that it should be disestablished. There
was absolutely no alternative. They
had now this serious
position-the laity were Protestant, b'lt most of the clergy were
Sacerdotal, and unless they gave the laity a ruling voice in the
government of the Church he could not see how they could maintain
the.,Eatablishment, and they must give the laity the power. ,Con-

408

The Gospel Magazine.

tinuing, he said the martyrs did not only die for freedom of judgment,
hut because they hated -what those all present hated -the interference of the priest in the family. He had no doubt the men and
women they were honouring were· of little account in life, but that
had been the peculiarity and also the strength of all great causes in
this country. The martyrs came from the class who are not the
great or the rich in the land. They came from and belonged to the
people, and all the questions of the day were proportionally great or
proportionately trifling as they touched and affected the life and the
feelings of the people. 'rhe Protestant cause and the Protestant faith
might not be dear to the Bishops; they might not be dear to many
lords; but they were very dear to the middle and industrial classes,
He intimated that if illegal services continued in the churches of
England, then he, and those acting ·.. . ith him, would have to take legal
steps. In conclusion, he said it was the duty of loyal Churchmen and
loyal Englishmen to join in putting down illegal practices in the
churches, and to make it clear that the English people would not·
tolerate Sacerdotal principles, and that .if it was to remain the Church
of England it must remain in truth and reality the Church of the
Protestant creed of a progressive people.
The EARL and COUNTESS having to leave were escorted to the
station by the Mayor and Mayoress, the chair being taken by Mr.
B. N ICHOLSON.
Mr. A. MORRIS gave a brief history of the Memorial. The matter
was taken up, he said, not by the elite of the town, but by a few
"plain, blunt men," who cherished the conviction that the memory
of these worthies must not be forgotten in un thankfulness. The
obelisk on the Downs, so happily consummated that day, represented
the contributions of some 850 friends resident in England and all
parts of the world.
The Right Hon. J. W. MELLOR, K.C., M.P.} then delivered a
spirited address, making reference at the outset of his remark'· to
the object of that gathering, which he said was to celebrate a great
victory and triumph for the Gospel. They had that (la:' done something more than honour to the martyrs; they had made a great
declaration that they supported the martyrs and their principles,
and were steadfast and firm in the Protestant faith. They were the
successors of the martyrs, and for aught he knew SOllle of them
might be their descendants, and it was to all of them that the
glorious heritage of the martyrs had been handed down. It was
their duty to sustain and preserve it. The Protestant religion was
in danger, and it was useless and idle for people to tell them that
these were small, insignificant matters, or that there was very little·
danger with regard to Ritualism in the Church of England.
The Rev. A. J. B.UTER (Eastbourne) then addressed the gathering.
The Memorial, he said, had been erected at the most opportune
period in English history since the days of the Reformation, and br
this reason: because there was a great movement prevalent throughout the country to remove the last vestige of the Protestant Constitution, and in fact to perjure the KIl\G himself. As they thought 05
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those seventeen men and women who laid down their lives, as
they compared them with the present apathy of the people in
general, as they considered their decision for God's truth, how nobly
their names stood out. What a glorious sight they presented. Let
them remember that they died for God's truth, they died that we
might have our Protestant privileges maintained.
'fhe Hon. and Rev. W. E. BOWEN next gave a short address. He
"proceeded to describe ten counts in an indictment against Ritualism,
and said although not all of them were practised everywhere, they
. could be proved by the Ritualistic manuals. In conclusion, he
remarked that they as Protestants wanted to make the people
understand clearly the evils of Ritualism, and then they would soon
see on which side the victory would be.
The Rev. H. LINDSAY YOUNG said that they were thankful for
the Protestant enthusiasm evoked in connection with the ceremony
{)f that day. There had been a resurrection of Protestant feeling
throughout the country in commemorating the Lewes martyrs.
Rome would like them to forget the martyrs, but they would never
be forgotten. It was no insult to Rome to unveil that monument,
as she gloried in having burnt the martyrs at the stake, and he
(the speaker) coqld not imagine "Cardinal" VAUGHAN sending a
telegram to say that Rome had repcnted, as she was semper eadem
and infallible in her own eyes, and therefore right before God in
persecuting Protestants! Mr. YOU!w concluded with an earnest
appeal to his audience to possess the blessings of the Gospel
individually and then to protest against Rome's false Gospel.
The Rev. Dr. GUArTAN GUINNESS having spoken,
Mr. J. P. MORRIS proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman and
'speakers, and said he was glad to move hand in hand with those
members of the Church of England who were contending for the
faith once delivered to the saints.
The Rev. F. vr. MOON seconded, and the motion was carried by
acclamation, the Hon. J. W. MELLOR, K.C, M.P., briefly replying.
The meeting closed with the Doxology, and cheers for Mr. A.
MORRIS.
THE CHURCHES AXD THE :YIARTYRS.
Special sermons in connection with the memorial were preached
at the local places of worship on the previous Lord's Day, as follows : St. John the Baptist (Southover), morning, Rev. F. J. HAMILTON, D.D.,
incumbent Ram's Episcopal Chapel, Homerton ; evening, Rev. ALBER'l'
ISAAcs, M.A., formerly Incumbent of St. Augustine's, Bath. South
Malling, morning, Rev. ALBERT ISAAcs; evening, Rev.
J. HAMILTON.
'Tabernacle, morning, Professor HACKNEY, of the Pastors' College;
evening, Rev. R WILKINSON, Rev. F. W. MOON; evening, Rev. J.
THOBURN, McGAw, General Secretary of the Presbyterian Church of
England; evening, Rev. J. RU'l'HERFURD, RD. Wesleyan, morning,
Rev. F. Yi. MOON; evening, Rev. J. THOBURN McGAw, Jireh,
morning and evening, Rev. M. WEI,LAND. Eastgate Baptist, morning, Mr. J. P. MORRIS; evening, Professor HACKNEY.
Hymns
appropriate to the occasion were sung.
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The meetings in connection with the unveiling were continued on
Thursday, May 9th, when eight hundred children filled the spacious.
Town Hall, and listened with marked attention to a lecture by
Mr. W. STANLEY MARTIN (Editor of Uncle Ben's Budget), on the
subject of " The Lewes Martyrs, and Why thE'y Suffered." The lecture
was illustrated with fifty specially prepared lime-light pictures, very
skilfully thrown on the screen by Mr. D. CAT'!.'. At the conclusion
of the lecture three hearty cheers were given for Mr. ARTHUR
MORRIS and Mr. MAI{'l'IN. Upon leaving the Hall, through the
lIberality of various friends, each child received a copy of the
attractive memorial volume, entitled, TU1'n 1)1' Burn.
This was a most fitting and in every way successful conclusion to
the proceedings, and can but result in much permanent good. Vve
understand that the Calvinistic Protestant Union is organizing
similar gatherings throughout Sussex, and we bespeak for this
enterprising Society our readers' hearty support in this most useful
effort to reach the children.
The arrangements for the unveiling ceremony and subsequent
gatberings were admirable in every respect, and Mr. A. MORRIS, of
North Street, Lewes, who has acted as Hon. Secretary and
Treasurer of the Memorial Fund, and the Committee, on whom the
onerous task of arranging the programme of the day's proceedings
fell, must be heartily congratulated on the splendid measure of
success which attended their efforts.

BIBLE CIRCULATION IN ITALY

IN 1900.

WE must humbly be th:mkful for the blessings of the Lord on
our work during the last year of the past century. Although the
totals of our issues have fallen short of that of 1899 by more than
2,000 copies, we may say that our work has remarkably increased.
The falling off in the total issues is more than explained by the
fact that in 1899, at the Como Exhibition, everyone who passed
our kiosk was free to take a Gospel from the tray, if he ,,-ished for
one. In this way several thousand copies went off. This year nothing
of the kind occurred; we have given away Scriptures only to some
Missions, Schools, Hospitals, &c., and especially to the poor convicts
in the islands of the Mediterranean, where some of our colporteurs
visited them regularly. The sales proper sho\\" a great progress
over 1899.
The most remarkable feature of our work in Italy last year is a
considerable increase in the sales of colporteurs alone. The following
table shows it at a glance:Increase.
1899.
1900.
3,269
4,273
1,004
Bibles
7,964
855
Testaments
8,819
43,070
6,129
Portions
49,199

---

Total

54,303

62,291

7,988
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I have been asking myself what could be the causes of that very
remarkable increase in the sales of our colporteurs. It cannot be
attributed to any slackening of the opposition of the Roman Catholic
clergy to our work, for that opposition continues unabated and
relentless; neither can it be ascribed to improved conditions of the
rural population, amongst which our colportage work is mostly
carried on, for, alas! poverty in many regions of Italy has increased
rather than diminished. The only explanation therefore is, that the
colporteurs have in general displayed more energy and more perseverance than ever in the discharge of their arduous duties. No
doubt this is due, to a certain extent, to the three important COIlferences which we held in common with Dr. GRAY and the colporteurs of the Scottish National Bible Society in Milan, Florence,
and Naples, during the month of October, 1899; but the obligation
that was laid upon each of our men to send every week to
the agent an especially prepared post-card, giving a list of the
places visited, of the sales made in each and of the expenses
incurred, stirred up some to more regular and assiduous activity.
The institution of a small colport0urs' quarterly (Bolletti1w del
Colpo1·taggio) granted by the Committee, may also have helped to
raise the sales, by bringing to each man at regular intervals advice,
encouragement, and direction. The fact is that most of the men
have last year obtained much more considerable sales. Now it
must be remembered that the sales of colporteurs, nine times out
of ten, are made in the country, away from large centres and sometimes in remote districts, in regions that have never yet been
visited by any preacher of the Gospel, indeed, in places that seem
inaccessible.
In looking over the reports of the colporteurs for last year it
is deeply interesting to see the great variety of persons they
approach in their tours. Here, two colporteurs meet on board a
coasting steamer two convicts who are being taken by the
police to their place of punishment;
they obtain leave to
speak to the poor fellows and persuade them to buy a Bible,
which will be their companion, and, let us hope, their guide
to salvation, during their long confinement.
There, it is the
Rector lvIagnifi,c1ls of Parma University, who buys from old
CALLEGARI a copy of our large 4to edition of the Scriptures, praising
the book and the way it is got up. Or, it is a priest to whom a
colporteur politely offers a Bible; the priest takes up the book, reads
a few passages, observes the name of the translator, and, contrary to
the colporteur's expectation and experience in such cases, pttys his
francs, takes off his hat politely, and walks off with the book. Good
colporteur DEODATO will tell us of the eagerness with which he was
received by many poor convicts in the islands of Lipari, Ustica, and
Favignana; he will tell us that in the island of Favignana he saw
two Franciscan monks trying to sell bulls of indulgence, as was done
in Germany before the Reformation; they would ring a bell in the
public square, and the convicts, who have nothing to do all day,
would soon crowd round them. And then the two monks would
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proclaim III a loud voice the great benefits of· their bulls, which
But the convicts have only fivepence a day
cost only fourpence.
to live upon, and besides they are far too intelligent to be taken in
in that way. The monks did not drive· a very brisk trade, and had
to retire amidst the hisses of the people. DEODATO, on the contrary,
sold several copies of the Word of God, besides distributing
more than three hundred Gospels to the poor convicts, who
promised to read them carefully. His friend LICATA would take us
to the bottom of the great sulphur mines, where the work is so hard
and the pay so small, and show us there a man reading the New
Testament to his fellow-workmen during their short time of rest. Or
colporteur DA1\H could be our guide.in the Nun'a (North Sardinia), the
land of brigandage, and would introduce us to the aged schoolmaster
of the celebrated brigand GIOVANNI 'l'OLU. This man would tell us
that, after having been for many years the terror of the country-side,
GIOVANNI TOLu became the protector of the poor and of the oppressed,
the redresser of wrongs, and at last surrendered himself and had to
be proclaimed innocent, because no witness would appear against him.
This great change was most probably due to a Dio:lati Bible which
had come into the brigand's hands nobody knew how, but which he had
read to his last day. Colporteur Zrro could be seen approaching the
country pilgrims who flocked to Rome during the holy year, and
succeeding more than once in giving them a record from Rome they
had never expected to take back with them. And during the cold
winter of Lombardy colporteur MARIANI) of Novara might take us to
visit some ofthe immense stables where the poor folks of the neighbourhood congregate for the sake of warmth, the women spinning or knitting,
the men making baskets or mending their implements.
These
stables arc like the Arab's tent in this, that any stray wanderer
can come in and sit down for a time. Our colporteurs avail themselves of this custom to go there and read to these people some
chosen parts of the Gospel. They may not effect very large sales,
for these people are very poor, and many cannot read, but the
good they do is not to be measured by the amount of their sales,
rather by the testimony they have given of Christ to perishing
souls.
These few items of our colporteurs' work prove its great extension, its character, and also its success. Colportage is indeed the
farthest reaching of all Evangelical :\1issions, not only because it
may be said to cover the whole of the land, but because it penetl-ates into every village and hamlet, into every isolated farmhouse
or cottage, into every family, carrying everywhere the pure and
simple Gospel of Christ, without any admixture of human thought
or of humn.n passion. Such a work cannot fail to produce in the
long-run fruits of conversion and spiritual life. Therefore we must
continue in it with prayer and earnest perseverance, so that the
time may soon come when, according to the wish of a pious Roman
Catholic Neapolitan priest, "there will be no home in Italy where
the Gospel of Christ is not to be found."-A. MEILLE, in "A Voice
from Italy."
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By THE LATE MRS. HOBLYN, OF BATH.
A COLLECTOR for the Trinitarian Bible Society called at a house
occupied by several lodgers, in a poor district, and made inquiry
whether any of the inmates wished to possess a Bible by small payments of a penny a week. A large boisterous-looking woman came
to the door with the evident design of answering for the household.
" No, 'tis no use to come here; none of us wants Bibles." After a"
week or two the collector made another attempt to gain admittance_
The same woman looked out from an upper window and said, "I
told you we didn't want your Bibles; you need not come here."
"N.o, that we wouldn't; we" Perhaps you would like a tract?"
want nothing of the sort." A woman on the ground floor came out
of her room, and civilly said, "I should like a tract." It was left
and called for the following week, when the woman said, "Mrs. GLASS
is indoors, but she does not wish to see you, and has locked herself
in; she is a rough stick, and neither fears God or man."
A few weeks after this, some of the people in the house began
to pay a penny weekly for Bibles, but Mrs. G. resolutely locked
herself in whenever the collector called. Months rolled on, and Mrs.
G. was never seen. She was good-natured among her neighbours,
but remarkable for a violent temper, bad language, and not of sober
habits. One day she turned into her neighbour's room on the ground
floor, and seeing a tract on the table, took it up and read the title~.
"The Great Concern" "'What's all that about?" she asked. " 'Tis
about our souls, and how we are to be saved."
"Oh, is that all 7.
That's the Bible lady's tract, I suppose, and I don't care about,
tracts, not I." So Mrs. G. left her neighbour's room.
Some time after a serious accident happened to Mrs. G.'s husband_
Cutting up some sticks a piece of the wood struck him in the eye,_
brought -on inflammation in the head that threatened his life, and
from which he never recovered. This calamity reduced them both
to great straits, and God began to deal with Mrs. G.'s soul. The
Great Concern was brought before her, and in the words of
Scripture, "She began to be in want." She felt she was a sinner;
she felt she needed a Saviour,. and this feeling outweighed all her
other troubles. At this time she had a singular dream. A person
appeared to her of lovely form, who said, "Go down Stanhope
Street, and you will S;le a star." Densely ignorant, and too proud
to make others acquainted with her state, she kept her misery to
herself, but night after night walked up and down Stanhope Street
in hope of seeing this wonderful star.
Her neighbour on the ground floor observed there was something
on her mind she was sure, and asked her what it was abcut.
:'lrs. G. then hinted it was not so much about her circumstances
as about her soul, and repeatedly said she knew nobody could
.. Published in booklet form by Mr. J. C. PEMBREY, 164, Walton Street, Oxford.
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understand her. ""V ell," said her neighbour, "I never felt as you
do for certain, but if I ever did get into a low way like you, I
would go and see a good man and a preacher, who lives in the
last house in Stanhope Street, and I am sure he could explain an
that is on your mind."
Mrs. G. the following morning started off for the minister's house."·'
It was Saturday, and he always declined to ,receive callers on the
morning of that day; but Mrs. G. was vehement, would not take
any refusal, and finally she was let in. She began in an incoherent
way to tell her dream; then her husband's affiiction; lastly, her
own wretchedness, but about what the minister could not tell. He
told her she had better call again, and gave her a ticket for bread;
when she got into the street she began to cry. "Oh what cruelty! "
;she exclaimed, "to give me a loaf of bread, insten,d of telling me
how I can be saved from hell." In repeating to a friend these
'early dealings with her soul, she said, "The poor man was not to
blame; he told me afterwards he thought I was crazed, and so I
was for sure."
Through the word preached by this minister, the Lord was pleased to
bring her under Gospel power, and she became a wonder unto many.
Amongst those who took a kindly interest in her was Mr. COLYERt:
the marks of Divine teaching were so clear and manifest, that he
often used to say, " I am going to get a lesson now from Mrs. GLASS."
Her health began to be much injured by her constant attendance upon
her husband, who was reduced to imbecility. She was strongly advised
,to send him to the Union, but her answer for a long time was, "No,
not till God tells me-then I will." At last she became quite unable
to help him. She saw this was God's message, and she submitted
to the parting. He never showed any sort of feeling about his soul,
.and this greatly' distressed her mind; but the words were often given
her; "Although my house be not so with God, yet hath He made
with me an everlasting Covenant, ordered in all things, and sure."
"She often said, "Christ will have all His sheep-that is a great
·comfort to me. He found roe out., and went after me-a poor vile
·sinner as ever lived- and bnmght me to see my need of His salvation.
Now, who could do this but God 1 I'm sure if it was left to me, I
should never have found my way to Christ."
Every converted sinner is a living testimony to this Bible truth:
"By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast."
Not only in the first start in grace, when God says to the sinner,
" Live," is it true, "I am found Of them that sought me not;" but
through the whole course of a believer's life, grace and nothing else is
the pathway to heaven. The old nature inherited from Adam is restrained, but never expelled from a believer till death ends the strife.
'l'his was plainly seen in Mrs. G.'s case during her last painfL1I illness.
" The la.te Rev. J. A. W ALLINGER.
t The author of a sermon entitled" Good News of Christ," published
and L. Collingridge.
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Upon one occasion a friend called to see 'her, who remarked, "Well,
Mrs. GLASS, who would have thought it-why, you really seem better !"
«No, that I ain't; I was very bad all yesterday; I was so flustrated
:in my mind, that little wretch as waits on me called me a liarillOW what do you think of that 1 I seed her take the things out of my
cupboard; I told her mother, and then she said I was a liar, and the
mother believed she, and that did so provoke me; but I just pitched
iinto her with a bit of my mind: it did terrible upset me through all
day. Poor old people as lives beyond their relations are greatly to be
!pitied." "Well, that is true, but you are very kindly cared for by the
friends God has raised up to you." "Ay, so He have; and I'll tell you
what my Father in heaven says to you all, 'When I come again I "'ill
repay you.' He'll owe nobody nothing. He'll pay you. You have all been
very kind to me, but it is all God's doing. He chose me; He called me.
I was a very wicked, swearing, drinking woman; I feared neither God
nor the devil ; now what did I do in the shape of good works, I should
like to know, to deserve my crown, which I am certain I shall have:
r did enough to deserve the pit over and over again, but when I was
in the full swing of sin, God stopped me, made me see what I was, and
then things did turn round. My Saviour was revealed to my heart,
and He was most precious to me. It took a deal of blows to strike me
down; ay, and I want them still to keep me down; I can see why I
was picked up, just because God loved me, and He'd show His grace in
me, so I was picked IIp in my filth and wickedness, and brclIlght as a
poor naked sinner to Jesus. I haven't one rag of righteousness now,
any more than when He called me. All my trust is in the bl03d of
Christ. You see I'm of a very self-willed turn, and I ean't bear to be
put out of the way; and I feel so cross at times, ay, as wicked as
ever; my righteousness is all in Christ Jesus, I have none of my own.
Oh, how often I be driven to say, 'Lord, help me! a poor old crazy
thing, weak)n body and mind. Lord, pity me! Don't leave me to my
wicked self. Pardon my waywardness, and don't let the ungodly puff
at my religion and say, 'Why, she aint a bit better than we, after all
her talk.' "
"Here's a pretty how do you do! Never had a whk of sleep all night
with the pain of my foot, and this morning found a great swelling on my
heel as big as an egg, just ready to break. 0 dear, dear!" said the
poor old woman, passionately, "'tis very queer; 'tis hard at times to
believe the Almighty loves me, and cares for me, because He do try
me so bitterly. "ris only pain and weariness-no stomach for food
-no sleep at nigoht-no rest by day; and He could alter it by a word, .
but He won't. Now aint that queer 1 If you only looked at my sufferments with your eyes, could you ever believe God lovpd me-g::tye
His Son to die for me-has saved me-and says, 'I will come again and
l'eceive you to Myself?' I can't believe it upon times, I be so persecuted by Satan to doubt."
A friend, who often visited Mrs. GLASS, remarked, "In the world
ye shall have tribulatioll," Christ said to His followers; and, 'as many
as I love I rebuke and chasten.'''
"NoW, shall I tell you why that is?" said the old woman; "becanse

416

Tile Gospel Magazine.

we ha,e got so much proud flesh about us;. I find my will is tOlY
strong for me, it do fly out against God's will.
We have all bad
hearts alike;. but I do think some people's wills· is prouder and
stronger than other people's, so God must break them down like
-they must get more shakes to humble them-not to save them,
but to teach them. I find what a proud will I have, for it do·
take a pretty many strokes of the rod to teach me my lesson;.
but now and then just, God do make me willing in the day of His
power! "
A friend inquiring how the poor sufferer was, she said, "When I
be out of pain I be very comfortable, and I have communion with
my God;. but when I be in pain I do youl a good un." Speaking
of her early days of conversion she said, "I was all for works;.
getting and scraping together a religion of the flesh-run to prayermeetings and preachings, anywhere for a-doing;. but after a while
God brought it all to me without any doing at all. Then I loved
to be quiet to ponder over my Bible and pray to my God. Once
my poor old man, when he was very ill, said to me, 'Missus,
whatever do'ee make such a long prayer for 7 you do stay so close
to it." So I said to him, 'Because I be always a hearing this
word whispered into my ear, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness." I used to run about to catch hold of a
religion that would satisfy me, and now I have got what I want,
so I don't want a parcel of street religion;. I've a found summat
quite different, so I stays at home to enjoy God.' 'Well,' said he,.
'I likes that: I call that a very pretty religion as keeps a woman.
at home at her duty.
I'd like to have a try at it myself.'
Ah! but poor dear man, I can say nothing about him for
certain."
Getting increasingly diseased, her naturally fierce temper often
broke out, and once she exclaimed with vehemence, "I wish the
Almighty would take me-I can't make out, for the life of me,
why I be left here, a burden to everyone, and a punishment.
to myself." It was suggested by one present, that God had His.
own wise designs in all He did. She was left for His glory-to
witness for Him, it might be. This touched a chord that vibrated.
"'Tis little that I can say for Him now-I wish I could," she.
replied. "His salvation is very precious to me at times, and glad
would I be to talk to everyone about it.
But people do s(}
oppose me, when I speak of the way God has led me;. they like
to be told about their works, and doings, and tryings;. but they
won't listen to you when you talk to them of God's doings, saved
by grace alone. They do want to add summat. A minister was
sent to see me yesterday, and he said he did not think he could
give me any relief, because I was not one of his parish. I said,
'Sir, I never asked you for any relief, I've a left that off
these some years;. I ask God for what I want, and I
get it.' I saw he was young, though he was tall growed,
so I said to him, 'Sir, when you come to my spot, you'll want God
for yourself. You won't trouble then about churches or chapels.
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You'll wfl,nt to be saved; and you can't get hold of Christ· unless.
you're born ag::tin. All the people chosen of God shall be born
again; it aint left to them neither, for it is God's .work.
I hold
to God's election, sir; but very few do who comes to see me-I
fe.el that they do oppose it. But, you see, I be bound to speak up for
it; for only for election I could not be saved at all.
Everybody
here knows what a vile woman I was-did but everything-now
how could 1 be saved if I was to be saved by my works? You see,
I've a got none, only bad uns-plenty of them-so I can only look
to God's choice. He loved me, and would have me; and now I be
nothing to brag of, for this old nature do confound me pretty many
times a da,y. I be saved by grace; and nothing else!' 'Well,' said.
the gentleman, 'you've preached me a fine long sermon, at any rate.'
He did not like what I said; my sight about religion don't please
people, and sometimes I hold my tongue because I know they will
oppose it.
Then again, I be bound to speak and tell what God
have done for me. I do deserve all I suffer-it aint out of the way
-but Chri8t will fetch me home, and I shall praise Him evermore,
by-and-by."
Some years after Mrs. GLASS was brought to the knowledge of Christ,
the well-known and greatly esteemed Captain KKOCKER, of Doyer,
being on a visit with some friends in the town where Mrs. G.
lived, he wished to take a look at the poor of the Lord's people; and
amongst others, he and his companion called to see Mrs. GLAss. She
was sitting up in bed, after a severe attack of jaundice, that her
friends considered would carry her to the grave. Captain K., in his
kind way, made inquiries about her sickness. She replied, "Sir, I
be very well, quite well, and able to get up, but I have nothing to
put on. I thought I was a-dying, and I gave all my clothes to my
niece; she have just been here, and I told her I must have them back.
She says she has cut them up and made them for herself: she's a
little slim woman, and I be big, and she can make two out of
my one; but I don't believe she has made them, she hadn't the
time, sir, for she was attending to me all the while, and that
was the reason I gave them to her, but I'm sure she have told
a lie." Captain KNOCKER wisely waited till she had given vent to
her troubles: he saw the character of the woman; there was no
deception at any rate: she had no sham religion, put on to attract and
please a visitor. He quietly said, "Where is your faith, my friend?"
"'Vby, 'tis gone for the present, so you see me in this fluster, but the.
Lord will bring it back, and I shall get over this trial, for the Lord
liveth, and blessed be my Rock."
Then followed "streams from
Lebanon" in prayer and praise and conversation that refreshed the
heart of the poor old woman, and the man of God said, as he left the
house, he did not know' when he enjoyed a visit so much that began
so dark and ended so brightly.
Some time after this interview, a friend called to see her, to whom
she said, "The parish doctor looked in upon me yestl1rday, as he is
attending a lodger who broke her leg, and he said to me, "Well, Mrs.
GLASS, how be you? I don't think you do get any worse.' 'Why, si~.'

--.
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said I, "tis true I beant any yallower, but my disease is no better, I
:shall die of this here jaunders.' 'Now, Mrs. GLASS,' said he, 'be you
afraid to die l' 'Oh sir,' said I, "tis true what I say to you, I beant
afraid of nothing, for I have three people always with me by night and
by day.' 'Why, how's that l' he said, 'I can't make that out nohow.
I thought you were one by yourself, and lived alone.' 'Oh dear no,
sir,' said L 'By night and by day I always have God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Ghost with me, and those Three are more
than a match for myself, the whole world, and the devil.' 'Then you
aint really afraid to die l' he said. ' No, sir,' said I, 'that I'm not; all
my kind friends have absconded to different plaCES at the seaside; they
all are away now but one, who comes to see me when she can. You
can see how ill I am, and how 'maciated is my flesh; and I used to be
such a strong, stout woman, and now I totter and stagger when I crose:
the floor; for all that I aint afraid of nothing; and as to death and
dying, I long to see Jesus, and I don't give the step of death a thought.'
The doctor only said, 'Well, it is all very wonderful.' ,
On another occasion she said, "I was meditating to-day upon thisBelieving in Jesus. 'Tis a very deep thought. I don't se em to get to
the bottom of it. You know this is not the faith of some that lies in
the top of their head and the tip of their tongue. I was looking over
myself very sharp, and I felt sure my faith lay in my heart, and that
it brought Christ and I together. Oh, 'tis a mighty thing to believe in
.Jesus; but this is the work of God; and this is what makes me happy
when I am alone, this keeps away the fear of death, this makes me trust
God for the wants of my body, and this makes me long to get above
and be with Jesus. I used to fidget and worrit terribly about the
rent; and every quarter I paid, I used to think, "Vhatever shall I
do for the next l' but I don't seem to mind about it now:
it don't trouble me.
Believing in Jesus is such a wonderful
cure for all sorts of trouble: a real belief I mean. But sometimes I
be very much tossicated in my mind about trumpery things; my
stomach has got so delicate; I can't eat the rough things I once did.
I think of one thing, then of 'tother, till I am all in a stud, and I feel
hungry, and I can't eat; and I do get so cross. Then I find the want
of believing in Jesus. So I get my hymn-book and rep.d a verse, or
a 'scrap of Scripture comes to mind. Perhaps it is sweet, and perhaps
it isn't; but the goodness of it all is when I can believe in Jesus;
and when I feel that, it doesn't signify one bit about this carcase, nor
my disease, nor nothing."
,
A year or two before her death she was obliged to leave her
lodging. A very comfortable and suitable room was recommended to
her, but she refused to go there. When asked the reason she said,
""ris a very nice room, and I like it, but the people are very
ungodly, and I might get my name blackened amon~st the lot, so I
shan't have anything to do with them."
In her last days she suffered from dropsy, but bore it with wonderful patience. Her Bible and Dr. HAWKER'S Portion were her constant
companions. She had few visitors ; her clear views of truth and
simple, outspoken testimony deprived her of many friends. The only
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remark she evei' made was:'" They don't approve of my sort of
religion; they say I am one by myself."
She was affectionately cared for to the last by a few steady friends,
who could bear ample testimony to her godly walk, her straightforward
trJk, and hor deep gratitude for the smallest kindness.
The last week she lay unconscious, except on one occasion, when she
recognized a Christian friend.
Grasping her hand, she kissed it
tenderly, and said, "These dear hands have ministered to my necessities; may the blessing of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost rest upon
you." She never spoke again.
Believer, you owe all your mercies to electing love and sovereign
grace, which planned and effected a full, free, and unconditional salvation for you, which opened your blind eyes to show you the state
you were in, and gave you a new nature, whereby you were made to
feel after God and find Him. You too can testify, more or less, to the
blessedness of "believing in Jesus," as the great remedy for sin and
sorrow; and may we "who believe through grace" be led by the
Spirit to walk in such paths as shall adorn the doctrines we profess,
while we extol free grace, and admire electing love.

THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. EDMUND DAVYS, M.A.
A J,ARGE circle of relatives and friends are now mourning over the
removal of one whom they had, during a lengthened period, learnt
to honour and to love. The Rev. En:ilfuND DAV'S entered into the
heavenly rest on the 9th day of last March. On the Sunday evening
before, he had preached with his wonted earnestness at the little
church at Lee-on-the-Solent. A chill that evening brought on an
.attack of pneumonia, through which he passed away in a few days
He had been engaged to the last in the loved service of his Divine
Master, and the desire of his heart had been fulfilled, that he should
not be spared for years of inactivity.
EmlUND DAVYS was born on April 25th, 1822, and was the eldest
-son of the BISHOP of PETERBOROUGH, the former tutor of QUEEN
VICTORIA. The chief incidents of that event were narrated to me
by the Bishop-but it is unnecessary that they should be given
here. In due time he became an undergraduate of St. John's
'College, Cambridge, and took the degree of eleventh Wrangler. He
was ordained to the Curacy of Uppingbam, and afterwards undertook the sole charge of St. Michael's, Stamford.
In 1850 he was
promoted to the Vicarage of Peterborough, the income of which
was small, but the duties of the position were onerous and
important. '1'he offer of more lucrative positions had no attractions
for him. The Bishop more than once said to me, "as for EmwND,
he would like more work, and less pay."
.As the first Secretary' of "The Cambridge Prayer Union," I
occasionally corresponded with Mr. DAVYS. On his appointment to
Peterborough, he wrote to me, as one who was in a position to
assist him in the selection of two Curates. As a consequence of
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this correspondence, I became hi~' first' Curate, and no one could'
have entered on the ministry of the Word under more interesting'
and stimulating circumstances. The large parish, with its hamlets,
had been managed in a stiff and formal manner. But now all the
appliances of recent Evangelical methods were applied, and all
seemed to be kindled into life and activity.
It would be far beyond the limits of a Biographical sketch to
enter into particulars of the organization of the parish. A large
force ,of voluntary labourers was enlisted.
The poor were visited
and cared for, under the conduct of a devoted band of district visitors.
A dwindling congregation became onc of great magnitude and
earnestness. Schools-and eventually additional churches-were built.
Home Missions were supplemented by great efforts on behalf of
Foreign Missions, and some of the circumstances connected with this
produced far-reaching and important results.
In the year 1865, Mr. DAVYS made an exchange with Canon HILL,
of Leicester, and became the Vicar of Trinity Church in that town. My
own' appointment to the Vicarage of Christ Church in the same
town, in 1866, brought us again together in brotherly friendship
and ministerial co-operation. But during the intervening years our
intercourse, although less frequcnt, had never been suspended. We
imported into Leicester some of the plans with which we had been
familiar at Peterborough, such as had been found to be both useful
and, encouraging.
The heart and sympathies of this servant of GOD had always'
tended towards foreign missionary work. China in particular had
attracted his thoughts and sympathies from his earlier years. His
health at Leicester became uncertain, and he was frequently confined
to the house. He regarded this as a call to the mission field, and
accordingly started for Hong Kong, accompanied by his two little
boys. He could not fail to be useful and honoured in this as in every
other sphere of labour. He resigned his post at Leicester, to the great
sorrow of many, and, it may be added, to none so much as to myself. But
after a few years, he found that he had made but little progress in the
acquisition of the Chinese langnage, and he determined to return to
England.
He had himself, by his resignation, closed the door at Leicester, and
on reaching England he found that no other appointment presented
itself for his acceptance. It is among the many evidences of the
defective and unsatisfactory manner in which Trusts and other forms of
Church patronage are exercised. But all that a man of Mr. DAVYS'
origin, parts, and' piety could obtain was a Curacy under the Rev.
H. SHARPE, of Hampstead-his former Curate, and one who was.
indebted to him for his training for the ministry. He commenced
his ministry in a little school·church, which formed the centre of a.
new parish, and of which Mr. DAVYS became the first Incumbent.
After the patient labour of many years, Mr. DAVYS felt that the
time had arrived for the relinquishment of this parish. The immense
growth of the population required the erection of a new and commodious church, and this he was not prepared to undertake. He
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therefore determined to retire to a quiet and healthy spot, and Leeon-the-Solent became the scene and sphere of his declining years.
One great inducement for taking up his residence in this place was
that it presented the opportunity for SOffie continued and congenial
work. The Parish Church being somewhat remote, a school·church
had been built at Lee, the services of which were carried on by an
Evangelical and earnest layman. The assistance of lVIr. DAVYS was
most welcome. The demand on his time and energies was regulated
. by the state of his health. This was faithfully continued, and, as
we have already seen, maintained until the last Sunday, when he had
for the last time preached in simplicity and sincerity the Gospel of the
grace of GOD.
During my own long and widespread intercourse with clergy and
ministers of every denomination, I may with confidence affirm that I
have never known one who was such a pattern of simple and absolute
devotedness to the great work to which he had been called. The
Bishop had often said to me that he never had a taste for society.
This natural indifference to the claims of social life did not arise from
a morbidity of character, for he was a most genial companion, whose
conversation had in it the element of "salt" as well as that of
"grace." It was that of a consecrated life-a life which only sought
to finish his course with joy, and the ministry which he had received
of the LORD JESUS, to testify the Gospel of the grace of GOD
(Acts xx. 24). Every thought and desire appeared to be concentrated
on this object, and nothing seemed to occupy his attention in which
the ministry of the Word did not take a prominent place.
When Mr. DAVYS was appointed to the Vicarage of Peterborough, he
determined to cultivate t'xtempore preaching. His written sermons,
and, indeed, every written address, whatever may have been the theme,
were most attractive and instructive. The little book which he has
left as a legacy ~o his friends and the Christian Church, called
Papers jor the Parsonage, will serve to enforce this opinion. It
was no light ordeal through which he passed in his personal training for extempore preaching. There were occasions when both in
manner and in matter he attained considerable eminence. Bnt at all
times he was uncertain, and I always felt that we lost more than we
gained by his unwillingness to keep by the written discourse. His
clear and silvery voice, and pleasant enunciation, fitted him for this
form of preaching.
Of his liberality one cannot speak too highly. Most of his substance
was spent on others, and on works of general utility, such as the
l'econstruction of Trinity Church, Leicester.
His life was one of
happy simplicity. He walked in the fear of the LORD and in the comfort of the HOLY GHOST. As the LORD removes from their sphere of
usefulness those who are ripe for heaven and for glory, we may with
hnging desire be~eech Him to "accomplish the number of His elect,
and to hasten His kingdom," in happy anticipation of that time when
the kingdoms of this world shall become "the kingdoms of our LORD,
-and of His CHRIST."
ALBERl' A. ISAAcs,. M.A.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel ll£agazine.
DEAR Sm,-In this day of danger and peril earnest prayer is needed
to God that He may be pleased to overturn the designs of wicked
men, and that our liberties, won for us by our martyred forefathers,
may still be preserved to us. There is great need, too, for doing all
in our power to resist the attack upon our Protestant liberties. We are
circulating copies of Mr. WALSH'S A Defence of the King's Protestant
Declaration, his Secret History of the O:tjord l11ouement, The Black
Pope (a History of the Jesuits, by the late Miss CUSACK), with other
suitable and timely literature. This is in addition to our 11sual
circulation of magazines, &c. of truth. Last month we were privileged
to send forth to various places in England and abroad seventy-nine
parcels, weighing upwards of seven hundredweight. This large amount
of literature has been highly valued by many workers amongst our
soldiers and sailors, as the follmving letter will show : FROM ,GOSPORT.
Please accept my very warm thanks for parcel of books for use among
our sailors. We are needing very many now, and are daily expecting
the fishing fleet in. Your books will be a great help to us.
In the words of the Psalmist, we humbly pray, "God be merciful
unto us, and bless us." " Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered"
(Psalms lxvii., lxviii.)
"Thee, with humble adoration,
Lord, we praise for mercies past;
Strength of this most favoured nation,
May those mercies ever last."
Yours sincerely,
Campbell Road, Salisbu1'y, May, 1901.
R. E. BRIDER.
CRUMBS OF COMFORT FOR DEAR TK\fPTED ONES.
" I am the Lord that healeth thee."
'WHAT is thy distress? Is it past sin that rises up before thee as a
great mountain? Listen! " I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy
transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins."
Is it falling back into sin that thou dreadest ? Here is a word for
thee: "He [will keep the feet of His sain~s." Is it some secret
heart-break which none but thy God may know? "As one whom.
his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you, and you shall be
comforted." Is it great bodily suffering which racks thy frame l'
Behold! "There is a city whobe builder and maker is God, where the
inhabitants shall not say, I am sick." Truly these are leaves from the
"tree of life," which shall be for "the healing of the people."Selected.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE opening of the Federal Parliament of United Australia by the
DUKE of CORNWALL and YORK m~rks one of the most striking epochs
in the history of the British Empire. A great nation has arisen in 'L
vast continent on the other side of the world, and, instead of asserting
its own independence, it has formally acknowledgel itself to be an
appendage to the old Motherland, and it has expressed its wish to be
united to the latttr by the closest bonds which can amalgamate a
people. This is a circumstance which may well attract the attention
and excite the wonder of the world. The Federal Parliament was
opened at Melbourne, ann. the occasion was marked by great impressiveness and splendour. Enormous crowds gathered together from different
parts of the country, and the large Exhibition buildings, which were
used for the purpose, were thronged with a vast audience. 'l'he DUKE
of CORNWALL and YORK made an appropriate speech, in which he
gave a message to the people of Australia, just received by telegraph
from the KING, his father, saying: "My thoughts are with you on this.
auspicious occasion. I wish the Commonwealth of Australia every
happiness and prosperity;" and he declared the Parliament opened.
The" Hundredth Psalm" and the" Hallelujll,h Chorus" were sung;
and then a striking incident occurred. An electric button had been
fixed upon a table on the dais in front of the HEIR ApPARENT, and
upon his pressing this button, the intelligence was conveyed to all the
cities, to\nlS, villages, and hamlets which aro connected by telegraph
in the vast continent, and to the shores of Tas:nania; and immediately
in every place where the intelligence came, a Union Jack was hoisted
-the flag of England and of the Empire, and of the Federal Commollwealth, of whose liberty, and power, and honour it is the united symbol.
A daily paper remarked :-" From the cool shores of Tasmania and
the shipping of Melbourne to where the northernmost apex of Queensland juts out into a tropic sea-from the noble haven of Sydney, and
the pastoral plains of New South "Vales, across three thousand miles,
of British ground, to the goldfields of the west-there was not one of
the myriad points that raised the flag, \\'here those who hailed it,
sons of the race, would not defend it at need to the last drop of blood.
More than ever they saw in it the double significance which forms the
very bond of Empire.
Throughout Australia it was the universal
expression of internal union ,and external safety. Happy is the
Empire in the stern guarantee which it finds in the recognition that
the maintenance of its integrity is a matter not merely of sentiment,
but of absolute necessity to all its parts."

THE May Meetings of this year have been marked with enthusiasm
and success. The Church Missionary Society's income for the past
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year amounted to £3:30,492; and during the year its missionaries
largely increased in number, and they baptized no less than 8,000
adults and 10,000 children.
THE Church Pastoral Aid Society announced that its income for
the past year is the largest that it has ever received, namely,
£70,453; and this has enabled it very nearly to meet all the applications which have been made to it for help.
THE Religious Tract Society introduced a novelty into its meeting,
in that the substance of its report was given viva voce, by one of
its secretaries, in an extremely bright and interesting manner, instead
.of the report being read, as i8 usually the case. The secretary
,said that the Society'R receipts were £13,752 19s. 3d., of which
£2,278 12s. 4d. had to be put to the legacy account.
It had
spent on grants in money, paper, electrotypes of engravings, and
publications, £25,353 10s. Id. Those figures meant that they had
been compelled to realize reserves, and every business man present
knew that they could not continue to do that. If they were to
meet the demands for help coming to them from all parts of the
world, they must have an increase in their income of £10,000 a-year.
756,300 books were issued, and mainly sold, during the year. Many
of these were bound volumes of their magazines. The total weight
of these publications was 150 tons. If the books were piled up
.against St. Paul's they would have made thirty piles, each reaching
as hIgh as the cross. 682 new publications had been issued, of
which 268 were tracts.
They had already published, or helped
others to publish, in 250 languages, dialects, and characters. They
had helped to print BUNYAN'S Pilgrim's Progress in 95 languages,
and were now having it printed in Eskimo. The compositors at
the Oxford University Press had, however, found the Eskimo
language such a riddle, that they demanded extra pay.
The
Eskimo language delights in k, and many of the words consist of
thirty letters. 'rhe total circulation of books, tracts, and periodicals,
counted in numbers, issued from the home depot of the Society
has reached 31,646,560. The issues from the foreign depots were
20,000,000, making a total circulation of 51,646,560, and of
.3,438,565,420 since the foundation of the Society.
THE British and Foreign Bible Society announced a considerable
increase in its income, but, as happened last year, it had a considerable deficit, its expenditure largely exceeding its income. It withdraws the amount of this deficit from its reserve fund, but earnestly
calls upon its friends and supporters to endeavour to increase its
income by £15,000 a-year, so that its world-wide work may not be
curtailed. Its issues of Bibles, New Testaments, and portions of the
Holy Scriptures amounted last year to 4,914,359; and its total
issues to 169,971,544.

,
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THE report of the Protestant Reformation Society stated that the
Society had during the past year taken no inconsiderable part in the
education of public opinion, in seeking to win for the truth those who
were led astray by error and superstition, and in proclaiming far and
wide the religious principles and history of the Reformation. The
Committee were deeply thankful to be able to report that owing to a
generous benefaction of £2,000, the income of the Society had been
larger than iI'. any previous year of its existence, having amounted to
more than £5,000. The total of receipts from all sources was
.£5,011 7s. 9d., as against £3,226 5s. 8d. last year. It would be
remembered that last year fears were expressed that the generous gift of
.£250 per annum towards the stipend of the Rev. Dr. WRIGHT, promised
for two years by an unknown friend through Canon CHRISTOPHER,
might not be continued. The fears had not, the Committee thankfully reported, been realized. The £250 had again been given by
the same kind donor, and other large contributions towards the
same object had been sent to the Society. But there was still a
strong necessity for this fund to be placed on a more permanent
basis, and an earnest appeal was made to all who feel the importance of
showing that ripe scholarship and erudition were as much to be cited
on the side of the Protestant position to-day as in former times.
During the past year evangelistic and educational work had been
carried on with vigour.

.
,

THE Irish Church Missions reported an increase of £2,864 on its
year's income, and the Oommittee mentioned that valuable visiting
work had been done in all large cities by agents of the Society. In
Dublin alone some 3,500 visits a month had been paid, and readers
trained for similar work had carried it on in Belfast, Cork, Limerick,
Galway, Waterford, Dundalk, and Drogheda. The Scripture readers
thus engaged, with those in the Connemara Mission districts and other
rural stations, now numbered 89, and in addition to those, 16 Biblewomen
were employed to visit in the towns. The Society's total staff now
numbered 243, including 26 ordained missionaries, 105 Scripture
readers and Biblewomen, 27 schoolmasters, 49 schoolmistresses, and
36 Irish teachers. The chief work of the itinerants had been tha.t
of holding magic-lantern missions in the South and West of Ireland.
During the six winter months a noteworthy work had been accomplished by this agency. Working in seven counties, the lantern
itinerants have visited 92 places, in which 273 meetings had been
held. Those had been attended by a carefully estimated total of 9,575
Roman Catholics and 13,423 Protestants. The itinerating in the
fairs and markets had not been so extensive as in some previous
years; but in 43 fairs, and in some special colportenring work, the
itinerants sold no fewer than 5,903 books, a large proportion being
copies or portions of God's Word. The bookshops had sold a total
of 20,329 publications during the year.
The colporteurs of the
affiliated Irish Church Colportage Society had sold 5,644 books. In
addition to these the Society had printed no fewer than 300,000 mission
leaflets and tracts, which had been freely and widely distributed.
2 H
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THE Census returns have been published for England and Wales,
and they show that the population now numbers 32,525,716, or an
increase of 3,523,191, notwithstanding the large number of men who
have been sent to South Africa, and the constant emigration which
takes place from our shores to other lands, and especially to our
extensive colonies. This is a larger increase than was generally expected, and it considerably exceeds the increase for the preceding
ten years. 'Vhat a difference there is between ns and our French
neighbours in this respect!
the recent census
taken In
France showing, instead of an increase in its population, a
decrease of 13,000 during the past five years.
This is a very
serious thing for the French nation, and it is thought to be largely
owing to the fearful spread of alcoholism, the debilitation of town and
city life, and immorality.
If a radical change does not take place
in this respect, the French nation will gradually die out.

'1

SAD news comes from New Guinea of the murder of an eminent
missionary by the savage natives there, the Rev. Dr. CHALMERS.
Dr. CHAL~fERS appears to have been a very able man, and to have had
a very great influence over the savages of New Guinea, often interposing in their tribal contests, and inducing them to substitute peace
for warfare. But he and his party were last seen to be surrounded
by a fleet of canoes, with armed natives, and there is little doubt that
they were murdered and eaten.
In this case, however, as in so
many others, it will probably be proved that" the blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the Church."

A wonderful anti-Romanist movement seems to be proceeding on the
Continent in several places. In Austria and Bohemia Protestant
churches are rapidly rising, and mission-stations are being established.
Many Roman Catholic priests have left their old faith, and joined
in the movement. Since the beginning of this year no less than one
hundred persons in Schonberg have left the Church of Rome and
attached themselves to the Old Catholic community, At Piacenza, in
Italy, a Sicilian priest appears to be carryiug on a very remarkable
work. He went there in May, 1896, to preach some mission sermons,
and he preached with such force and acceptance that crowds came to
hear him; but he was pronounced by his fellow priests to be a heretic,
and at the end of a month every church waS closed against him by
the bishop's orders. Then he preached from the church steps, in the
squares, and in private houses, until, through a friend's kindness,
rooms were given him in an old palace, and its interior walls being
thrown down, a church was thus formed which holds 1,000
persons. It is crowded, and on high festivals many listen without,
unable to get in. The congregation-men and women-bring with
them copies of the Protestant Bible (DIODATI'S version)-a strange
sight in a Roman Catholic church! In the morning the Mass proceeds as in other churches, the priest using the Latin Missale .of
GREGORY THE GREAT, in common with other priests. But at the

t
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point in the service where he has read the Gospel appointed for the
day, he turns from the altar to the people, and bidding them
follow in their Bibles, he reads to them the same words in
Italian which he has just read in an unknown tongue, and then
he expounds the Word of God with evangelical simplicity. Again, in
the evening, at greater length, he preaches the Gospel from the pulpit.
Hearing of the extraordinary success of his preaching, the
evangelical pastors of Milan asked him, MIRAGLIA, to meet them in
conference. He explained to them that, in order to overcome the
prejudices of the people, he adhered strictly to the Roman ritnal,
whilst combating her corrupt teaching; and that he showed from
her own books, such as the Roman Missale-which is almost entirely
the words of Holy Scripture-how pure were the doctrines of the
primitive Church.
The thirteen Protestant ministers of Milan
acknowledged that the result had proved that his method of proceeding
was wise. When some of h;s congregation were asked what they
would do if their pastor MIRAGLIA died, their reply was, "We would
We would never go ba,ck to Rome." The
become Protestants.
congregation so far is almost altogether drawn from amongst the
poorer classes, but up to the present time they have borne all the
expenses of their Church and their pastor.
JOHN BUNYAN would probably have been immensely astonished if he
could have foreseen that a day would come when no less a sum than
£ 1,475 would be given for one copy of his immortal work, the
Pilgrim's Prog1·ess. This Bum was recently given at a sale at Messrs.
SOTHEBY'S for a copy of the first edition of that work, the original
selling price of which was probably only about one or two shillings.
LORD MACAULAY wrote in 1854 :-" The Pilgrim's Prog1'ess stole
silently into the world. Not a single copy of the first edition is known
to be in existence. The year of publication has not ·been ascertained."
There is little doubt but that the distinguished essayist's words have
since produced the five known copies, including that now sold, which
bears the date of 1678, and was printed" for Nath. Ponder, at the
Peacock in the Poultry, near Cornhill."
D. A. D.

"SHAPEN in iniquity," the common lot of all men. Hence it was
not any loveliness in persons elected which moved God to love them
at first. He chose them for that blessed image He would afterwards
imprint upon them, and He still prosecutes His work, notwithstanding
their backslidings, which were all foreknown, and may eclipse His love
but not remove it.-Be:rridge.
THE Lord Jesus is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. He does not,
regard the quantity of faith, but the quality. He does not measure
its' degree, but its truth. He will not break any bruised reed, nor
q.uench any smoking flax. He will never let it be said that any
perished at t,he foot of the cross. He says, "Him that cometh unto·
Me I will in no wise cast out."-Bishop Ryle.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.)
As the large company streamed out of the brilliant Egyptian
Hall last month, through the gorgeous saloon of the Mansion
House, walking slowly meanwhile to obtain a glimpse of the chairs of
State, of the beautiful tapestries, and other splendid adornments
of the Chamber; to take, also, a lingering glance at the bust of the
QUEEN, draped with crape, and to notice the busts of LORD SALISBURY
and other great leaders in the State, the prevailing topic of
conversation was naturally the annual meeting of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society, just then closed, and the unanimous opinion voiced on
every hand was that the meeting had been one of the best o! recent
years. And, having been myself an attendant at the anniversary for
several years past, I fully endorse the view that was generally taken.
The company was as large as ever, quite filling the large Egyptian Hall,
which, having been reeently renovated, looked magnificent. The
President, the Right Hon. Sir GAINSFORD BRUCE, one of HIS MAJESTY'S.
Judges, was a distinguished successor to a long line of distinguished
men who have occupied the chair; and the speakers, who included
the DEAN of NORWICH, the Rev. A. J. BAXTER, the Rev. M. J. TRYON,.
Lieut-General Sir WILLIAM STIRLING, K.C.B., Mr. F. A. BEVAN, and
Mr. W. J. PARKS, made a representative platform such as is rarely
excelled. Other supporters of the Society present were the Rev. A.
G. WILCOX, of St. GeOl'ge's, Battersea; the Rev. O. DOLBEY, the Rev.
E. ASHDOWN, the Rev. J. BUSH, and Messrs. E. RAWLINGS, E. DENSHAM,
J.P., J. TOWNSEND, J.P., M. H. HODDER, VV'. H. COLLINGRIDGE, S. SHARP,
G. DOUDNEY, T. GREEN, A. BOULDEN, A. HAYLES, and J. E. HAZELTON
(Secretary).
The proceedings opened with the hymn, "Blest be the tie
that binds."
Mr. J. E. HAZELT·ON then presented an abstract of the annual report,
which opened with a note of thanksgiving to God for all the blessings
experienced in the past history of the Society, which had been wellnigh coincident with the century which has now passed. In that time
it has granted life pensions to over 7,100 aged Pilgrims, and the total
sum expended has been £306,700. The past year, filled as it had been
with such numerous and urgent demands upon the public purse, has
not been marked by any diminution in the Society's receipts; on the
contrary, the balance-sheet showed a gnitifying increase. Annual
subscriptions exhibited an increase of £157, the total amount being~4,517. Donations were £1,654, being £946 in excess of last year.
The twenty-two auxiliaries have collected the sum of £1,465. Legacies
also exceeded the average. The total number of pensioners is now
1,535, involving an annual expenditure of £11,300, showing an increase
of 42 pensioners and £329 in pensions, and, as compared with ten
years since, an increase of 397 and £3,608 in pensions.
Of the
pensioners, 208 are on the 10 guinea pension, 1,178 on the 7 guinea
pension, and 149 on the 5 guineas. Twenty-two of the pensioners are
over 90 years of age, 299 between 80 and 90, 839 between 70 and
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80, and 375 between 60 and 70.
The committee was enabled to
raise 373 of the 5 guinea pensioners to the 7 guinea pension during
the year, the additional amount thus given representing, as Mr.
HAZELTON remarked, a considerable increase of comfort to the
recipients. The High Court of Justice having approved a scheme
for the administration of the late Mr. MORTON'S bequest, the committee
made a distribution to each qualified pensioner of £3 5s, making a
total disbursed of £4,902 5s. In the four pleasant retreats belonging
to the ~Society at Hornsey, Camberwell, Stamford Hill, and Brighton
there are now 176 pensioners.
Mr. Justice BRUCE, in his introductory address, said they were met
in support of a Society which had special claims on their sympathy.
It was no new Society. It had stood the test of time for ninety-four
years, arid had done blessed work in soothing cares and sorrows and
brightening many homes. Theirs was a work which, though specially
necessary and urgent, was apt to be overlooked and forgotten;
because the aged and infirm had slender means of calling attention
to their wants. Childhood called out their sympathy, but when the
strength had gone and the facnlties had failed, and poverty and
destitution had set in, there was no romance about such a condition.
The duty, however, of attending to the wants of such was most
urgent, and he held it not merely a duty, but a joy and privilege,
to minister to God's poor. There was a charm about old people, who
had lived their life and were waiting calmly and serenely for a better
life hereafter. There was a dignity and beauty about the close of'
life, which then seemed to exhibit itself in its highest and noblest
forms. Detailing the ages of the pensioners, and their number,
Mr. Justice BRUCE summed it up as a noble work, deserving of the
greatest sympathy and help.
The first resolution, moving that-CC The ninety-fourth annual report
of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, containing such an encouraging
record of the goodness of the Lord our God to the Institution, be'
adopted, printed, and circulated, and also the election of the
committee," was submitted by the DEAN of NORWICH. He reminded
his hearers that it was not the first time that he had stood on the
platform of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Soeiety, and the dominating
idea of the previous occasion, he well remembered, was the same as'
at this meeting-" Gratitude to God for His goodness." It was
indeed meet that they should sound ,L note of praise, because of the
fact that in everyone of their sources of income there had been a
decided increase.
This was especially thankworthy when they
considered the peculiar character of the year just passed. Many
appeals had been made, especially from the Mansion House, in which
they were assembled, which had become the charity house of the
needy in all lands. Amid these urgent appeals, it would not have
been wonderful if the coffers of the religious organizations had been
depleted, but it was remarkable that in the cases of the C.M.S.
and the C.P.A.S. the incomes had been the largest in the history
of the Societies. This Aged Pilgrims' Society had, therefore, shared
with others a year of blessing.
The class in whom they were
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interested had not the fancy glamour nor the beauty of youth, but.
it .had a beauty all its own, and the considerations which constrained
them to increase the number of the Society's friends were that the
aged poor were no longer able to endure the strain to which they
were subjected; the aged poor had lost most of their old friends
who might have been willing to help them, and, moreover, these'
men and women, poor and humble though they might be, exercised
an influence for God and Christ absolutely immeasurable.
The resolution was seconded by the Rev. A. J. BAXTER, of Eastbourne, who gave a humorous turn to his speech by remarking that
the original committee of the Society consisted of thirteen members,.
which fact, according to prevalent' superstition, must surely have
resulted in its early failure, buL this notwithstanding, the Society
had survived and flourished. Mr. BAXTER recalled his long connection ,vith the Society, reminding the meeting that he preached for
it more than forty years ago, and it still lay very near and dear
to his heart.
Mr. M. H. HODDER, in supporting the resolution, characterized him.
self as an "old Pilgrim," and remarked that it was now over thirty
years ago since he was introduced to the Society at Camberwell, where
he was brought into contact with some of its best friends. He
adverted to the keynote of praise in the resolution, and believed that,.
though God had done great things for them in the past, He was
going to do greater things still in the future. There was no class.
more deserving their attention than God's aged poor. The little
helD rendered to them saved them from the workhouse.
The resolution was then put to the meeting, and carried unanimously.
The second resolution ran as follows:"That the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, having now 1,535 life
pensioners and four Homes, in which 176 recipients dwell, is "orthy
of increased support by all who desire the permanent welfare of
God's aged poor, its Scriptural basis and undenominational principles
giving it an especial claim upon Christian sympathy."
This was moved by the Rev. M. J. TRYON, of Stamford, who gave
various and cogent reasons why the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society
was worthy of support.
Lieut.-General Sir WILLIAM STIRLING, in seconding, conceived it a
great honour to speak in connection with this work. He rejoiced in
the prosperity of the Society, and believed it worthy of the support
of all those who valued the things of Jesus. He prayed that it
might be more generally known throughout the kingdom.
Mr. F. A. BEVAN and Mr. W. J. PARKS, the Treasurers of the Society,
respectively moved and seconded a vote of thanks to Sir GAINSFORD
BRUCE for presiding, and to the LORD. MAYOR for the use of the
Mansion House, after which the meeting concluded.
"THE law is not of faith; I ' it makes no mention of a Redeemer,
nor .of a believing in Him.-BerTidge.
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China from IVithin' or The Story of the Chinese Crisis. By
STANIJEY P. S~nTH, B.A. 'London: Marshall Brothers. Price 3s. 6d.
MR. STANLEY S~nTH was one of a noble band of distinguished
young Cambridge University graduates who, a few years ago,
Qffered themselves as workers in the missionary fields, giving up
for this purpose many bright home prospects, but exciting new
interest, especially amongst the younger generations, in missionary
work. Their offer was gladly accepted, and they have since given
In
good proof of the sincerity and of the value of their offer.
this volume Mr. STAKLEY S}[ITH gives a clear and connected account
of the causes which led to the deplorable outbreak of savage
ferocity in China, costing so many valuable lives, and so extensively
checking-although, it may be hoped, only temporarily-missionary
work there. Nil'. S~n'l'H enumerates nine causes which have been
mentioned as accounting for the outbreak, namely:-The seizure of
Chinese territory (by Germany principally); the work of the
missionaries; commercial competition; jealousy of the foreign press
and schools; the influence of Chinese anti-foreign blue-books; dread
of celestial wrath because of departure from the customs of
Confucius; the railways and mines; the assumption of the Roman
missionaries of political status; and the anger of the masses at the
introduction of looms and labour-saving machinery generally. But
Mr. S~nTH does not believe that any of these causes really accounted
for the outbreak, but rather the pride, superstition, and ignorance of
the wicked Empress-Dowager and her bad advisers. He gives a most
graphic account of the siege of the Legations at Pekin, and also
a heartrending-although much curtailed-account of the Shensi
massacres. He seems very hopeful of future missionary work in
China.
The Witness of Great Englishmen Against the Papacy. By J. MAGAuIJAY, M.A., M.D. London: The Religious Tract Society.
A BOOK which all Protestants may wisely keep by them, ready' for
reference when needed; and also place in the way of those who are
in danger of being beguiled. by Popish pretensions. Amongst the
testimonies are the following :-(1) By Dean AIJFORD of Canterbury:"Rome is essentially a Pagan city. Her churches, numerous as the
days of the year, rise everywhere around you. Bells are continually
going: the commemoration of sttints and martyrs is endless. Yet,
with very rare exceptions indeed, the tool'ship of the people in those
churches has nothing in common with Ch.ristianity. It is not even the
one God of Jews and Christians who, as matter of fact, is adored in
them; it is not He whom Christians believe to be God blessed for ever,
incarnate in the flesh of man. God has passed out from the practical
worship of this people; the Son of God has, as matter of fact, ceased
to be an object of their adoration.
I know I am making
strong assertions, but "the facts themselves are stronger.
In ,the
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system of the modern Church of Rome, not only are hypocrisy and
lying tolerated and encouraged, but- idolatry, gross as that of Nineveh
or Greece, and grosser than that of Imperial Rome, has entered in and
repossessed her people."-Letten from 4 broad. (2) CHARLES DICKENS,
in a letter to his friend and biographer, Mr. FORSTER, said :-" In the
valley of the Simplon, hard by here, where (at the bridge of St.
Maurice over the Rhone) the Protestant Canton ends, and a Catholic
Canton begins, you might separate two perfectly distinct and different
conditions of humanity, by drawing a line with your stick in the dust
on the ground. On the Protestant side, neatness; cheerfulness;
industry; education; continued aspiration, at least, after better things.
On the Catholic side, dirt; disease; ignorance; squalor and misery. I
have so constantly observed the like of this, since I first came
abroad, that I have a sad misgiving that the religion of Ireland
lies at the root of all its sorrows."
And in another letter
from Geneva, describing the opposing parties there, he said :-" If
I were a Swiss, with a hundred thousand pounds, I would be as steady
against the Catholic Cantons and the propagation of J esuitism as any
Radical among them; believing the dissemination of Catholicity to be
the most horrible means of political and social degradation left in the
world." -The compiler of this book adds:-" If such things ,,,ere said by
a speaker at Exeter Hall, it might be set down to prejudice and bigotry.
But it is the conclusion to which a man of independent mind, and
so 'liberal' in his religious views as CHARLES DICKE~S, was led by
personal observation of the results of the system."

"Tunz 01' B~tTn." The Lewes Pmtestant _ll1aJ'tyTs' lJ1Iemm'ial Volume,
By the Rev. F. J. HAMILTON, D.D., and W. STANLEY "MARTIN.
London: Morgan and Scott. Price 2s.
A very attractive-looking and well-printed volume, illustrated with
striking photographs and engravings.
It gives the story of the
martyrs who were burnt at Lewes, in Sussex, in Queen ~1ary's
reign, for the witness which they bore to the truth as it is in Jesus;
and it furnishes many interesting particulars of the locality in which
they suffered, and of the times in which they lived. It deserves to be
widely-circulated; and if its publication prove to be a success,
it will be followed by similar volumes giving particulars of the
martyrs of other localities.
The Book Fund and its Work, 1900. London: Passmore and Alabaster.
THE beloved Mrs. C. H. SPURGEON has been laid aside for some time by
serious illness, and she has been unable to continue to carry on personally the excellent work which she originated, n9.mely, helping poor
pastors in a very practical way, by supplying them with books likely to
aid them in their ministry, and sometimes, in exceptionally needy
cases, adding gifts of other kinds; but the work has gone on, nevertheless, and this is a Report for the past year, compiled by a helper
who is intimately acquainted with it. The gratitude expressed by
the recipients of the benefits of this Fund is sometimes extremely
touching.

