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\Vho com(orteth us in all OUf tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God~"-~ COR. i. 4.

WOUNDS AND KISSES.
"Faithful a1'e the wownds of a friend; but the kisses of an e:nemy
are deceitful."-PRovERBs xxvii. 6.
THE Lord Jesus is the, one Friend who has loved from eternity, and
loves-re His own "-even to the end.
"His is love beyond a brother's,
Costly, free, and knows no end."
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Human love is often partial, blind, selfish, passionate, and fitful. it is
frequently the companion of feaJ', so that, when wrong marks the con- '
duct of its object, it shrinks from offering rebuke, and thus condones
evil, where pure and true affection "ould not hesitate-for righteousIn this particular the perfect
ness' sake-to inflict a faithful wound,
love of Christ towards His precious people is very conspicuous.
We
may trace its operations, in this respect, in His dealings with the
£even Churches in Asia.
" As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten"
(Rev. llI. 19).
Let it be noted that it was to the lukewaml Church of the Laodiceans that those faithful words were addressed by Him who divinely go,verns the Churches in the earth. The
glorified One walked among the golden candlesticks in the power of
His resurrection headship, to commend all that was of grace, and to
judge all that was of the flesh.
Sweet indeed were the promises of
His lips to those who remained firm and uncomprOlnising in the midst
·of abounding error and religious apostasy j while stern were His rebukes of such as turned aside from the narrow path of the truth,
whose first love had gmwn cold, and whose remembrance of His
Name 110 longer constrained them to grateful service.
When the
fine gold becomes dim it must be put into the ,fire,
When faith
wanes and grows weak it needs to be "tried "-,, that the trial of
your faitll, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth,
y
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though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." Yet, He who suffers
Satan t.o sift His Simons--when they boast and trust in the flesh and
self-watches over the small deposit of precious f.a,ith that lies at
bottom of the sieve, and sees to it that it does not fall to the ground
and perish.
"But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not"
(Luke xxii. 32). It is the dross that must perish. The false energy
of the flesh is fit fuei for the fire!
Such wounds, administered in
the faithful love of our all-wise Lord and Master, can but be profitable.
For every one of them there is a "needs be."
Oh, for humbling
gra.ce, brethren, that we may indeed " hear the rod." There is danger
lest we forget the exhortation which speaketh unto us as unto "children "-speaketh in tones of tenderestaffection-" My son, despise
110t thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou aTt rebuked
of Him; for whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every
son whom He receiveth," It should be borne in mind, however, that
scourging affliction is not always administered for the correction of
evil.
Sometimes it is appointed as a deterrent from evil-from
evil in ourselves of which we are not conscious, or from evil into
which we should certainly fall did not the rod of discipline" drive"
the temptation out of us beforehand. "Foolishness i!j'bound in the
heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him "
(Prov. xxii. 15). The" thorn in the flesh" appointed to Paul by his
Lord was designed to deter him from pride and to save him from
vain glory.
" And lest I should be "-not because he was-cc exalted
above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was
given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet
me, lest I should be "-not because he was-CC exalted above measure."
Twice over, in this one verse, the Apostle repeats those words~" lest
I should be exalted."
Doubtless, many of the mysterious trials and
'_ sorrows, temptations and crosses of the dear children of God are a,ppointed them for similar Divine reasons.
It is in faithfulness that
Be afflicts us, as the Psalmist in his own case acknowledged-CC I know,
o Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and that Thou in faithfulness
hast afflicted me" (Psalm cxix. 75). True it is that no affliction, or
chastening, is joyous while it lasts, yet "afterwards" it yields the
peacmble fruits of, righteousness to those who have been" exercised"
thereby.
The sons of God learn obedience by the things which they
suffer.
"The rod and reproof give wisdom."
Hezeki.a,h, when under
the chastening hand of his God, learned a blessed lesson, and wa,s
enabled by grace to confess-cc 0 Lord, by these things men live" and
I n all these is the life of my spirit."
And to like effect have the
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much-exercised children of God in all ages borne their testimony.
Faithful and profitable are the spiritual wounds inflicted by the hand
of IJim 'Who ever pitieth-but never spoileth-His sons and daughters.
. Solomon says: " '1.'he blueness of a wound "-the sign of severe correction-" cleanseth away evil."
That is the paternal design in all the
trials, sorrows, afflictions, and distresses of the household of faith, as
sa,ith the prophet Isaiah-" In measure, when it shooteth forth, Thou
wilt debat-e with it j He stayeth His rough wind in the day of the
east wind.
By this, theref(}re, shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged j
and this is aU the fruit to take away his sin."
Only wise love
prompts the severe dealings of our heavenly Father with His dear
ones.
Yea., Father, Son, and Holy Ghost unite in the government (}f
the redeemed, and there is special consolation to be derived fro.m the
fact that the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, has a large share in the
administration of the Church's tribulation.
" See, 0 see ! what love the Father
Hath beatowed upon our race,
How He bends with sweet compassion
Over us His beaming face !
See how He His best and dearest
For the very worst hath given
. His own Son for us poor sinners;
See, 0 see! the love of Heaven!
" See, 0 see! what love the Saviour
Also hath on us bestowed,
How He bled for us and suffered,
How he bare the heavy load!

1

,

On the cross, and in tbe garden,
Oh! how sore was His distress!
Is not this a love that passeth
Aught that tongue can e'erexpress?
" See, 0 see! what 10Te is shown us
Also by the Holy Ghost!
How He strives with us poor sinners,
Even when we sin the most!
Teaching, comforting, correcting,
Where He sees it needful is !
0, what heart would not be thankful
For a three·fold love like this? "

On the other hand, how false and base are the designs of the world
and Satan when they show friendship towards God's people! "The
kisses of an eIlemy are deceitful "-as were those of Judas, the false
Apostle, in the garden of Gethsemane. ·The traitor was the delegate
of both Satan and the world, and while he feigned love to the Holy
One of God, the poison of asps was under his lips. A passage in
Bishop Hall's" Contemplations," referring to this incident, in the good
Prelate's usual quaint style, says: "The bold traitor da.re yet mix
hypocrisy with villany j his very salutations and kisses, murder. 0
Saviour, this is no news to Th.ee j all those who under a show of
godliness practise impiety do still betray Thee thus!" So the
world can put on a pretence of regard for the people of God when
some siniste·r end .is sought, or personal gain is expected.
The kiss
The" thilty
of Juda,s was the result of cold-blooded calculation.
pieces of silver" were probably. in his money-bag when he ga,e the
treacherous" sign" to the enemies of the Lord Jesus.
"The tJ'aitor's
heart remained as cold as his kiss," as one has well said.
Ah," the
y 2
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friendship of the world is enmity with God" (James iv. 4).
The
'world hate's both God and His children, and llO true believer ill the
Lord Jesus chi'ist dare aocept its cOlupliments, caresses, and com111en, dation.
"All that is in tl}-e world" is contrRq to the Father, and
therefore contrary to His dear family.
"If ye were of the world,"
'said Jesus to His disciples, "the world would love his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have choseu you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you" (John xv. 19),
Any conformity to
the world, on the part of such as llame the name of Christ, is always
hailed 'by the ungodly as a concession and tribute to themselves. This
remark applies equally to worldly professors of Clu'ist's cause, and to
the teachers of unsound doctrine.
Oh, how greatly do the apostles
of error rejoice when a true witness for God's pure truth falters in
his testimony, compromises the doctrines of God's grace for the sake
of peace with'men, 01' oOlldones unscriptural practice and corrupted
worship in order to avoid the offence of the cross of the Master!
False brethren know full well how to give a kiss of approval to such
compromisers, and how, with" good words and fair speeches to deceive
the hearts of the simple" (Rom. Hi. 18).
"Woe unto you when all
men speak well of you" is the waming of Christ to His followers. Ah,
brethren, it is precisely at this point that the graces of firmness, dePersecution can be borne with
cision, aJld courage are most needed.
less grace, probably, than the smiles of the world, and of half-healied
Christians.
But the soldier of Christ must ;, strive lawfully."
He must
in all loyalty to Him "Who has chosen him to be a soldier"
sternly refuse the bribes of the enemy.
If CiJrist and His gloq Le
really our portion, then, be it remembered, we l;linnot also ha,e the
favour and approva.l of the world that rejected Him. Our place is
"outside the camp," and our happy lot is to bear" His reproach."
This spirit of discernment is sadly lacking in our day among the
people of God in genera.I.
The line of separation between the nano~v
path of uncompromising fidelity to Christ and tIle broad and popular
Christianity of the twentieth century is becoming barely discernible.
The only hope we have of being kept "unspotted from the world" is
to be found in an increased measure of "unction from'the Holy One,"
for thus we shall form a sOllnd judgment on the things which belong
to the world and on those thil,t a,re " of the Father." Christ formed in
our hearts by the iJJ.dwelling Spirit is the secret of our conversation
being in heaven and oUr walk as becometh the Gospel of Christ. The
honour and gloIJ' of God must be the dominant., all-absorbing sta.ndard
of our conduct as the Lord's witnesses in these dark and evil times.
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Our attitude toward the world must be, "Let the dead bury their
dead," and the, Lord's Word tD us, under. those conditions, will be,
" And come thou, follow Me." It is indeed a time for the people of
God to tremble when the kisses of the world are lavished on the
reputed followers of the Lamb! Oh, for a thousand crosses for Christ's
dear Name's sake, rather than one treacherous kiss from the foul lips
of a siren world!
THE EDITOR.
GROW'l'H

I~

GRACE.

To grow in grace the Bread uf Life we need,
On this alone the soul must hourly feed;
For rich and poor alike doth it suffice,
The heart's submission is its only price.
The Pharisee may scorn the joyful sound,
Ma.y smile contempt, and wrap his cloak around,
From sin's dark stains may think his spirit free,
But not of grace can the recipient be.
The worldling seeks no joys but those of sense,
To him the Christian's faith is all pretence;
Why should he in the Gospel mestlage trust,
Because some sage divine has said he must p ,

In learned lore will some persistent seek
The wisdom once so fatal to the Greek;
Their panacea they expect to find
In one pursuit-the cuhure of the mind.
How vain t:he efforts of the mind of man
The thoughts of God Omnipotent to !lcan!
Of grace divine he stands in daily need,
How fair soe'er his Christ-rejecting creed.
The high archangehl cannot grace impart
One sin to cleanse from man's polluted heart;
'Tis Christ alone this leprosy can cure,
And health impart that shall fur aye endure.

,

Though Moses gave the law on slabs of stone,
Yet grace and truth came through our Lord alone;
From Him we life receive for us who died,
And grow in grace as we in Him abide.
Olevedon.

W.

KITCHING.

GREATNESS puts high thoughts and big' words into a man, whereas
the dejected mind takes carelessly what offers' itself. Every worldling is base minded, and therefore his thoughts creep still low upon
the earth. The Christian both is and knows himself truly great,
and thereupon mindeth and speaketh of spiritual, immortal, glorious,
and heavenly things. So much as the soul stoopeth unto earthly
thoughts, so much it is nnregenerate.-Hall.
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A STORMY CROSSING.
"The sea is His."-PsALH xcv. 5.
wonderful is the Lord in working salvation for His people, whose
hearts His grace enables to trust in His faithful prorriises. Nothiug
is too hard for Him to bring to pass when the cry of distress, uttered
by anyone of His dependent children, reaches His fatherly ear. "The
eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto
their prayers "-unto, or into their prayers (as the Greek), upon
which an old Divme remarks, "That is, though their prayers are S9
faint that they cannot come up to God, God will come down to them.
He can feel breath, when no voice can be heard (Lam. iii. 56)." Only
the lips of sorrowful Hannah moved, but Jeho·vah tenderly hearkened
to the inarticulate desires of her soul.
Nehemia.h not so much as
moved his lips, it would a,ppea.r, but silently appealed to God for
wisdom in reply to King Artaxerxes, and was a,ble forthwith to give, an
answer with prudence and acceptance.
Thus, in their sha,rpest conflicts the people of God a,re granted such a faith in Him that they
oome off more than conquerors.
It is well worth their while to pass
through fire and through water so that they may know by experience
that ., the sea is His," with all its billows, and swellings, and storlllS
and terrible roarings-His, tD obey the sovereignty of His commands
and to fulfil the good pleasure of His will.
The God of our salvation, beloved fellow-believers, sitteth above the water-flood.
"He rebuked the Red Sea, a.nd it was dried up j so He led them through the
depths, as through the wilderness."
Those very waters which, at the
supreme Word of their Maker, provided a highway for redeemed
Israel to pass over, further magnified His Name in the dest.mction of
Pharaoh's pursuing hosts. "'.Phe w'aters covered their enemies j there
was not one of them left"!
In the Holy Scriptures many marvels are recorded concerning the
seas, the rivel~s, the Iiltreams, the brooks, the springs-and even the
rills and the rain-drops. (( They continue this day according to Thine
ordinances j for all are Thy servants." It mus.t be so, for the very
first mention of "the waters" (Gen. i. 2) tells us that the Spirit of
God "moved," or fluttered, "upon the face of the wa,ters." When
nothing besides had motion, Jehova,h (( moved," in the darkness, upon
the surface of the a,byss, or universal (( deep."
From Him the waters
received power to move, a.nd in accordance· with His sovereign mandate
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they were " divided" so that the' dry land appeared, and their bounds
were decreed which they should not at any time transgress.
" He
hath compassed the waters with bounds, until the day and night come
to an end" (Job. xxvi. 10).
King Solomon also refers to the same
striking fact in the physical world, and writes of the primeval occasion, "When the Lord gave to the sea His decree, that the waters
should not pass His commandment" (Prov. viii. 29). From that day
forward the restless ocean, the running streams that feed it, and the
fountains which spring among the hills have continued their motions
and shown forth the praises of their Creator.
" All Thy works praise
Thee, 0 God."
And in the lofty language of the inspired Psalmist,
" Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragonS', and all deeps; fire and
hail; snow and vapours; stormy wind fulfilling His word" (Ps. cxlviii.

7,8).
We have this indisputable fact forcibly illustrated in the case of
the Flood. The obedience of the elements to their Maker's will and
Word was perfect, and we also trace the wisdom and power of theAlmighty One in using the same element for opposite ends, as, for
For, the waters of the Flood, which
instance, mercy a,nd judgment.
served for the destruction of the world, were at the same, time the
instrument of salvation to NOM and his family.
It reminds us of
how, during the passage of the Red Sea, it came to pass that, "The
Angel of God who went before the camp of Israel removed and went
behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face,
and stood behind them: and it came between the camp of the Egyptians
and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but
it gave light by night to these; so that the one came not neal' the
other all the night" (Exod. xiv. 19, 20).
The same instrument a,nswered opposite purposes, according to the Divine counsels.
And
thus it is in the pmvidence and grace of our God even t{)-day. He
makes aJI things-the most adverse--to work together for good to
them tha.t love Him, who am the called according t{) His purpose.
" Great God of wonders, all Thy ways
Are worthy of Thyself-Divine;
But the fair glories of Thy grace
Beyond Thi.t.e other wonders shine ! "

Did Israel, Elijah, -and Elisha pass over the swollen waters of
Jordan without difficulty-as upon dry land 1 So, in all ages, and
under the most distre'ssing exercises of faith, the tried saints of God
have been led by their Covenant Commander through affliction's
depths, and; sooner or later, have been brought out, and brought into
the enjoyment of a great salvation. "Thou broughtest us int{) the
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net; Thou laidst affliction upon our loins.
Thou hast caused men to'
ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; but
Thou broughtest us out into a, wealthy place" (Ps. lxvi. 11, 12).
He
who was able to· make the iron axerhead swim on the surface of
the Jordan can make nature--oontrary to her wont-do His trm,ting saints a friendly service in their afflictions, and conflicts, and
canis. As John Newton long since wrote:
" But sooner all nature shall change
Than one of God's promises fail."

And, in the quaint words of Ralph Venning, when expounding the
exercises of an afflicted child of God-"'As for his wants and troubles,
he is not troubled at them; but bids all welcome with this, 'The will
of the Lord be done.' He hath more comfort in his 'Benonis,'
though they be sons of sorrow, than others have in their 'Benjamins,'
though they be sons of the right hand.
Though it be sometime low
water with him, and his comforts ebb, yet the high springs of his
joy and consolation are not lost, but swallowed up in the ocean of
love, where they are reserved to an appointed time. Though he be
not always the subject of comfort, yet his comfort is always sure in
the object of fa.ith, and it is hid for him even then when it is hid fmm
him.
He knows what gloomy days and dark nights mean as well
as the brightest shinings and the fairest mornings, and is not di&contented thereat.
He would not be delighted in unless God's will.
It is the will of God he looks after, and how it comes he cares not;
whether clothed or naked it is welcome.
To have anything, or nothing; to abound, or to want; to rejoice, or to be sorrowful; to· be
full, or empty; to fast, or to fea.st; to live, or to die; is all one to him
who accounts nothing his joy but this, to be in all things as God
would have him.
He is one who would not be at his own choice,
but quiet himself in God's determination.
If God send him comforts, he accounts not them, but God, his comfort; and if God take
them away, he is not displeased; for he is not comfortless in their
absence.
He knows he is always going to heaven, and whether his
way be Paradise or Wilderness-strewed with roses or beset with
thorns--it is all one to him.
God's will is welcome to him as
drink to a thirsty man, whether it be brought in gold or glass. He
loves nothing for its own sake, but anything as God's allowance. If
God will take him to heaven, he will go; if God will have him stay, he
If God move, he moves; if God stands still, he pitcheth
will stay.
his tent, and stirs not.
He often wants livelihood, yet lives; for
though others may have the things, they want the comfort; and
though he want the' things, yet hath he the comfort.
And therefore
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he can't part with his dearest enj'byments> and trample upon his
choicest comforts, when God calls for them; as being more willing
that God should be glorified in their absence than himself comforted
in their presence.
If his comforts cannot be wrapped in the glory 01
God, he cares not for his comforts.
He would be nothing' but what
God would have him be, and that he would willingly be, though it
were to lie forgotten and forsaken of all his friends and comforts, all
his days.
He accounts it better to be preserved in brine than ta
rot in honey.
He knows that whatever his fare be, Jesus Christ
will be Fellow-Commoner, and he doth not much care if he ha,ve no
other company.
He knows God loves him, and whatever God do
to him, or wherever He send him, He will never hurt him. He seesabundance in wants, he sees enjoyments in dis.appointments; health
in sickness; 'and therefore is not solicitous which be his case; but with
an holy carelessness trusts himself w{t,h God's disposing.
When he isat the highest, God is his triumph; and so God is when he is at the
lowest.
He never is happy but in his God; he never wants happinesswhatever befall him-if he have his God."
Thus the storms and swellings, the deep waters across which the,
Church of God is conducted towards' the haven where she fain would
be, o.1'e triumphed over by a faith which owns a Covenant God for its
author, its maintenance, and its fruition.
"The sea is His, and He
made it."
The affiictions and joys of the redeemed objects of God'seternal love are all of them appointed, and are divinely arranged t,o
occupy their "seasons." Oh, b~ethren in affliction and conflict, let us
indeed stay our hearts upon our wonder-wQrking God and Father, in
the happy assurance that He is conducting us by the right way to the
city of habitation.
Clifton.
J. O.

IN ADAM, IN CHRIST.
IN Adam I'm guilty, lost, ruined, undone,
Jn Christ I'm recovered, united, and one;

In Adam a sinner deserving of hell,
In Christ a sweet savour, most precious to smell.
In Adam a leper, all loathsome and vile,
In Christ I am cleansed and approved with a smile;
In Adam a worm to gross grovelling prone,
In Christ I'm exalted with Him on His throne.
In
In
In
In

Adam I'm vile, filthy rags for my dress,
Christ I'm clothed with God's'own righteousness;
Adam I sin, past all counting each day,
Christ l'm as pure as the sun's brightest ray.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY1"
"Consider the W01'k of God."-EcCLESIASTES vii. 13.,
WHEN we turn our attention to "Consider the work of God" ill
,Providence, it is so intimately interwoven with His work of grace UpOll
. the heart, that the two cannot be Scripturally separated. This intermingling is strikingly and concisely exhibited in Psalm cvii., whe,re
the circumstantial leadings, though opposed to human judgment, are
proyed w be in infinite wisdom adapted to accomplish the gra.cious
deSIgn of Love Divine w bring the children of men "near unto Him,"
filling their hearts with His goodness and their lips with praise!
It opens with a call to praise: "0 give thanks unto the Lord, for
lie is good; for His mercy endureth f(}r ever." Had He not seen all
His creative work, "and, behold, it was very good" 1
For He is
good, and from essential goodness only good can proceed.
Happy
the soul that can appropriatingly say, with the Psalmist, "Blessed be
the Lord-my goodness" (Psalm cxliv. 1, 2). Such an one has proba.bly
arrived at that ha.ppy stage of the pilgrim-life by having passed
through one or even a.ll of the Pihahiroths (a place of straits "'here
there is but one outlet) mentioned in this Psalm. Certainly superficial professors of religion know nothing of such deep exp~riences.
Those who never tasted the bondage and sweet deliverance may repeat
the words, or even sing of redemption, but have no assurance that they
are "the redeemed of the Lord."
"Let the redeemed of the Lord
aay so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy." '\"110
are the redeemed 1 Surely it is a personal matter.
"Is it 11"
Israel knew well, and so did the Egyptia.ns, to their sorrow, on that
night of the institution of the Passo'Ver, all(~ its ordinance vividly portrays the wide extent and the limits of it,
On that night the head
of every household was instructed by God to take an unblemished
la.mb for all within the house, who would partake of it with him.
" And if the household be too little for the la.mb, let him a.nd his
neighbour next unto his house ta.ke it, according to the number of
the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your comlt
fm' the lamb" (Exod. xii. 4).
This" la.w given by Moses" is sweetly
explained by the evangelica.l prophet lsaia.h (ch. xlix. 6): "And He
sa.id, It is a light thing tha.t Thou shouldest be My Servant to raise
up the tribes of Jacob, a.nd to restore the preserved of Israel. I will
a.lso give Thee for a light to the Gentiles, that Thou mayes.t be :My
Salvation unw the end of the earth."
The Jewish household was too
little for the Lamb-his Gentile neighbour is to sha.re with him; and
it is noticeable that when ou,r Lord Jesus answers the question, ",\;Yho
is my neighbour1" He illustrates it by a parable in which the true
neighbour is a Gentile, a Samaritan!
In Gospel language the same
truth is reiterated: "For God so lo,ved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son [the Paschal Lamb], that whosoever believeth in
lIim should not perish, but have eternal life " (John iii. 16). A world-

,
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wide gift!
Then, will all men, be saved 1 Assurediy not! but the
limitation is characteristic, "whosoeve,r believeth."
There is the
Lamb provided for all who will eat thereof!
" According to the
numbe,r of souls, and according to every man's eating, shall make
your count for the Lamb" ! What miscalculation is theirs who partake not, yet expect to be included in the household I
"He that
eateth Me, even he shall live by Me" (John vi. 57).
The Lamb of
God is for" the household of God "-a world-wide redemption; yet
particular redemption, and this one distinctive feature in all the
tedeemed-fa,ith! for it is "the household of faith."
There is no
word about the Lamb being too little for all who desire to partake, only
the Jewish household wlU> too little; for God so loved the world, and
us sinners of the Gentiles, that He provided the Lamb for a burnt
offering, of which there is to be nothing lost, as well as no lack. The
household of faith shall be fully satisfied, as God· Himself is satisfied;
" and that which remaineth ye shall burn with fire."
It goes up in
the flame of the altar, that all the host of heaven may eili,are in the
feast and rejoicing.
The characters are described who may eat the
Paschal L'amb, and thus, we may "examine ourselves," whethe.!" we
be in the household of faith.
" There, shall no stranger eat thereof."
"No uncircumcised person shall eat thereof."
"Wherefore remember that ye being in time past. Gentiles in the flesh who are
called uncircunlCision by that which is called the circumcision in the
flesh made by hands; that at that time ye we,re without Christ, being
alien'l from the commonwealth of Israel, and strange,rs from the
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world.
But now in Christ Jesus ye who some tim~ were afar off are ma.de
nigh by the blood of Christ." "A foreigner and an hired servant
shall not eat thereof "-not one who expects to be paid for his work.
"The wages of sin is death," and all who hope for redemption by
their works shall earn the wages; they are not "redeemed from the
curse of the law," "for by the deeds of the law shall no flesh living be
justified."
Let us mark for our unspeakable comfort how the, Spirit
of inspiration guided the mind and pen of the, Apostle to remove, all
these disabilities from those who "were dead in. trespasses a.nd
sins," but whom God hath quickened and reconciled to God by the
death of His Son. "Now, therefore, ye, are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of
God." Sweetly chimes the Gospel welcome upon the legal prohibition
of Moses; for "we are the circumcision who worship God in the
spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the fle'sh .,
(PhiI. iii. 3).
Are we of this household, sheltered by the sprinkled
blood upon our heart and conscience, which answerEl to the, door of
Israel's house 1 " Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are
the issues of life" (Prov. iv. 23).
" Having our hearts sprinkled from
an evil conscience" (Heb. x. 22). Upper door post and side' posts, that
God, Who "looketh on the heart," may see our confidence is in the
blood of the Lamb-never on the threshold as many do," who have
trodden underfoot the Son of God, and counted the blood of the
covenant wherewith He was sanctified an unholy thin~."
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The household of faith, "whosoever believeth," may take up this
ascription of praise, "Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He
hath -redeemed from the hand of the enemy, and gathered them out of
the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north and from
the south "-world-wide as the four quarlers of the earth.
" For'
God 80 loved the world."
" And He is the propitiation for our sins"
~.nd not fa: ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world" (1 John
11. 2).
We love the universe-extent; we delight in distinctive limitation, for heaven would not be a holy, happy place for the redeemed if
the work of the Spirit on the heart were not an essential qualification,
and instead of being gathered out of the lands every one- still in the
world that lieth in wickedness could be ushered into the kingdom of
God without being made "meet fo,r the inheritance of the saints in
light."
"They wandered in the wilderness, in a solitary way."
Far off,.
like lost sheep, everyone of them wandered, or like the prodigal
from his father's house, loving ca.re, and provision. Ho,," surely this
word "wilderness" bespeaks Divine dea.lings before any esteem this
world to be such!
Ask the men or women of the world, in the swim
of prosperity, the votaries of fashion and of pleasure in its many
forms, what tiley know a.bout " a waste howling wilderness," they will
smile at your question, or sneer at your lugubrious mood; yet many
of them know something of the heart-ache of proving it unsatisfying'.
only to pursue its vanities with more eager zest.
God -alone is the
satisfying Portion, and He must create the wilderness dispensation, to
withdraw His people's affections from being absorbed with trifles of'
earth, to Himself the Fountain of blessedness.
So the blighting sorrow, the terrible disappointment, the sore affliction or bereavement, cast
a life-long gloom, and make the path strewed with roses a solitary
way;. not that the forecast of gloom may abide, but that ultimately
"the dessert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose."
Blessed for ever
be His Name, who transforms this tempting world intD a wilderness,
where there is no water, neither is there any bread, that He may give
tile needy soul bread from heaven to eat and water out of the smitten
Rock, and be Himself the guiding pillar where there is no way cast
up ! That one word wilderness would fill volumes' with grace wrapped
up in providential goodness I
Beloved, shall we not turn over the
pages of personal history (such of us as have heeded the co=and,
Exod. xvii. 14), or ransack memory's shelves, rehearsing God's
dealings with us, whereby from our youth until now He bare us on
eag-Ies' wings and brought us unto Himself; but has never been. a
wilderness unto us, a land of da.rkness, that we should say, "We will
come no more unto Thee" (Jer. ii. 31) 1 Rather do we realize, as
the deep conviction of the heart, that, though the flesh may shrink
from it, we could part with all else, His grace enabling and sustaining,
but. from Thee, Lord, never! 'l'hou art All in alII
This will find an echo in some hearts, for in the wilderness-journey
there will come the testing time to prove it is no vain boast.
We
may often have said, "Lord make us Thine and all dear to ue Thine
also"; till some day when the word of our King comes with startling
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power, as the message of Benhadad of Syria came to King A:lui:b,
"Thy silver and thy gold is Mine, thy wives also and thy children,
even the goodliest are Mine" (1 Kings xx. 3); and there is the prompt
, a.cknowledgment, ' "I am Thine, .md all that I have"; but then follows; "I will send My servants unto thee to-morrow about this
time, and they sharll search thine house; and it shall be that whatsoever
'is pleasant in thine eyes, they shall put it in their hand and take it
'a;wai"
Ahab immediately resists, "This thing I may not do," and
prepares to fight against it; but the soul that is brought into this
wilderness dispensation for testing, resolves with King David, "Let
me fall now into the hands of the Lord, for very great are His mercies," and thus yielding under the chastening rod, the issue is
divinely gracious. Just as the intensity of the heat proves the sterling
quality of the metal subj~cted to it, so the keenness of the trial in
'being called to part with the dearest, one by one, manifests to the
exercised soul the supremacy of the King in its affections, and the
certainty of the work of the Spirit of grace upon the heart-" in a
'solitary way."
Infinite wisdom, mingled with love, ordains this
secluded, lonely path for each stranger and pilgrim to travel along. It
has- a strait gate, it is a narrow way, therefore no room for much
companionship, indeed for any but the invisible Guide who by the very
exclusion of all other society, becomes the one faithful Friend into
whose ear, we may rely upon it, our groanings, cries, and sighs will
assuredly enter, and find the inte-rposing help, mighty deliverance,
soothing words, and tenderly sympathizing breast to pillow the
'aching, weary head upon.
All this can never be fully experienced
except" in a solitary way," therefore Love Divine leads the soul into
it. Alas! how we all kick against the pricks when first tasting the
bitterness of the solitude, and are ready to murmur against the ordination which appoints it, but when the " afterward" yields the peacea.ble fruit of righteousness, we are ashamed at our rebellion against
the king's highway, which "the unclean shall not pass over; the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein." Abraham, alone
in the plains of Mamre, experienced the friendship of God, nor were
His secret purposes hid from him, yet Lot, dwelling in city life and
society in Sodom, loses honour, reputation, goods, and only escapes
with his life.
See Moses alone with God on t.hat terrible Mount
Sinai, when descending from it., the skin of his face shone so with
the reflected glory of communion, that the people could not look upon
it.
Think of Elijah, in a solitary way indeed, sitting under a juniper
tree, bewailing, "I only am left alone."
He requested for himself
that he might die.
Perhaps every child of God, at one time or other,
is brought into circumstances of similar isolation and v€>xation of
spirit, to mlj,ke the- same r,equest, :vhich, as far as we. can find, ,!s
never granted! "God havmg prOVided some better thmg for us ;
and for him was granted the angel's ministration, tender provision
for his bodily wants, and strength divine vouchsafed f?r forty dll:Ys
and nio-hts' communion on the mount of God! A solitary way Illeludes "'the lonely walk in the secluded path, or even amidst the
crowded thoroughfare, by contrast even more isolated, till the inward
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whisper of the Spirit assures of invisible companionship; or
some marvellous preservation from danger reveals the unseen bodyguard; the lone journey in the railway carriage,when sometimes
the compartment is vocal with praise or becomes as it were the gate
of heaven, as the late Cha.rles Brider, of Salisbury, found it when
given the Rev. Charles Fox's H Royal Interviews" to peruse in the
eaTly morning travel, so that he feared to se,t his foot on the St.
Pancras platform, lest he should lose the heavenly visitation; the
10lle chamher, where we go aside to weep or are led apart for suffering
and prostration and deeper teaching; alone in the house; alone with
the beloved dead ;-in all these the exquisite sympathy of the invisible
Presence is never so truly nor half so fully realised elsewhere. H The
Voice of Him that Bpake" c~not be mistaken H in a solitary way" ;
the touch that strengthens is so tenderly thrilling to the lonely heart;
the whispered "It is I" so singularly calming; the home-spoken
Word so peculiarly fitting, so harmonizing with the need of the
moment, that responsive chords vibrate within and the heart makes
melody to the Lord!
" At Bethel or Peniel,
By night or by the well,
To be alone with Jesus,
Its virtues who can tell ?
His priestly eye upon me,
My inmost heart lay~ bare;
The leprosy of nature,
The plague of sin is there.
" To be alone with Jesus,
To see His holy eye
Look down in deep compassion
On one condemned to die.
There is no scorn or anger,
He sees my hopeless case;
And I behold His glory,
And fall before His face!
"To be alone with Jesus,
To hear' without the gate'
His cry of bitter sorrow,
'Forsaken,' desolate;

Leiceste1·.

To see' the fountain opened'
Of sin.atoning blood,
For me, the guilty sinner,
By Him, the Lamb ?f God.
" To be alone with Jesus,
To utter but one plea,
, Lord, if Thou wilt' ;-He answers,
, I will,' and touches me.
o Saviour,. now adoring,
Before Thy pierced feet,
My cleansed lip would utter
The praises that are meet.
" Left in a world of sickness,
Disease and death around,
I live to tell to others
Where healing may be foundTo every poor lost sinner
This is my earnest plea,
'Oh, that thou ,,-ert with Jesus!
He would recoyer thee. ' "
~hRY.

A CUP OF CONSOLATION FOR TRIED SAINTS.
VILE unbelief is always assailing the Lord's tried children \yith
that blustering question, "Who is that God that shall deliver you out
of". this or that trial 7 "Our God whom we serve [Daniel iii. 17] is able
to do it," is the confiding answer of faith; and ten thousands of His deal'
people, tried to the uttermost in mind, body, and estate- tossed with
waves and storms of trouble, and tried by the furnaces 'of fiery
tribnlation-yet all come to this blessed and soul-comforting assurance,
that their gracious .God whom they serve is able to save their :" souls
from death, their eyes from tears, and their feet from falling."Rrv. W. R. Mackenzie.
'
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:CONSIDERED.
"lIe ~8 altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S

SONG

v. 16.

" Consider Him."-HEBREws xii. 3.
'l'HE highest privilege, the sweetest consolation, and the greatest help'
we can receive are to have our minds and hearts directed to the oonsideflition of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Comforter whom the Father'
sends in Christ's name then testifies of Him, calms the troubled spirit
of the saint, and leads his mind peacefully into delightful meditations on the Person and Work of the altogether Lovely One, theChiefest among ten thousand. The precept" Consider Him," not only
bids us but also enables us to do this.
'rHE CONSIDERATION
of Jesus Christ is wrought in the heart of Divine power, and istherefore purely spiritual in its nature.
The dead in trespasses and
sins cannot consider, those who despise Him will not; and many,
through unbelief and living at a distance from Him, do not. When
the Spirit brings the soul near, opens his eyes, directs them to Jesus,.
and pours in His light, the first step in this considering of Him is
taken, which is-Looking unto Jesus (vel'. 2).
To the eyes of the
enlightened understanding (Eph. i. 18), the Lord Jesus is revealed,.
and the true light now shineth, so that some part of His glory is
discerned, which occupies the thoughts and the heart, drawing f()lth
love and desire.
Retrospectively, the saint considers his oneness with Christ before time was, and sees also that he was in Him
on Calvary's tree satisfying Divine Justice, whilst now Jesus is in
g-lory as his Representative, bearing his name upon His heart.
In
Anticipa.t.ion, there is sweet meditation of the rapidly approaching time'
when the ransomed one hopes to see Jesus as He is.
Meanwhile hisgreatest joy is by searching the Scripture, watching the comings and
goings of his Beloved, and observing His wondrous works and ways,.
to learn as much of the Lord Jesus as he can.
The Christian's increasing longing is to know more of the Master, and thus to grow
in gra.ce.
Consideration includes and implies: Medit.ation, Observation, Recollection, and Knowledge.
THE

OBJECT.

of contemplation is the Lord Jesus as the Author and Finisher of
l'.'a.ith (verse 2). Christ being the only Source of living Faith, it looks
on Him, comes t.o Him, waits for Him, leans upon Him, and speaks of
Him.
The Faith which honours Him He will honour, until at length
it is swallowed up in the glorious vision of the Celestial City.
Faith
considers Jesus both in His humiliation and exaltation (ver. 2, 3), the'
one preceding the other.
Gethsemane and Calvary must be enduredThe Crown of thorns precedes the Crown
before Paradise is gained.
of glory.
'Ve do well to seek for grace to follow Him as our Example, in:
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J:espect both to His character and His Work.
Christ's Spirit was
meek and lowly j tender, compassionate, and kind.
His 'Work was
to go about doing good, healing and teaching.
Those who glory in
ignorance, delight in wounding, and who are continually doing aud
.speaking evil, certainly are not followers of Jesus j they have not His
Spirit, and therefore are "none of His" (Rom. viii. 9).
Faith COIlsiders Him in order to follow His steps (1 Pet. ii. 22).
Its rea.lity
js thus proved by its. works (James ii. 22).
To true believers the
Lord Jesus appears a Friend indeed in faithfulness and love.
Very
graciously does He carry out His own rule-" A man that hath friends
must show himself friendly" (Prov. xviii. 24).
It is exceedingly sweet
and profitable to note His "wisdom and prudence" (Eph. i. 8), in
.His kind dealings with His friends" ba.lancing the clouds (Job
xxxvii. 16), and staying His rough wind in the day of
.His east wind (Isaiah xxvii. 8). "Our sorrows in the scale He
weighs, and measures out our pains." But the Lord not ouly
:helps His people in all their troubles, He also sanctifies those
troubles a.nd delivers from them, which lea.ds to a due consideration of Jesus the Saviour.
In many wa.ys He shows HUli5elf
"mighty to save."
From the time when the Lord makes known
.His love in the pardon of sin, the pathway all through the pilgrullage
1s dotted with Ebene'Lers--memorial stones of salvation from overwhelming spiritual sorrows, from painful t~mptations, and (somCr
times) from heavy providential trials.
In these experiences His
Power is considered, together with the wonderful timeliness of its exercise on behalf of His tried ones.
Then, the daily need of fresh
supplies of His grace forces itself upon the considerat·ion of the
dependent saint, and still the supply continues to suffice, fulfilling' the
precious Gospel declaration-" My grace is sufficient for you" (2 Cor.
,'\ii. 9).
THE EFFECTS

of a consideration of the loveliness of the Lord Jesus in all its varied
aspects as presented in the Word and in daily experience are manifold.
In the first place, when the believer's mind and heart are thm engaged, he finds much tD encourage his hope and to increase his love
to the Lord. ""mle he muses, the fire burns (Psalm xxxix. 3), and
the sP3:rk is kindled to a flame.
By considering Jesus, lessons of His
faithfulness and love are learnt which have a wonderfully establishillg
In this way the
tendency, besides greatly endearing the Saviour.
troubled hearts of His disciples are often comforted and His visitations
As His
preserve their distressed spirits, otherwise ready to fail.
Compassion and Long-suffering are considered, humility and repent'111:;e
arise.
While the Word becomes more precious, the ..l1ore the Lord
,Tesus appears as its sacred pages are pondered over.
Bath.
E. C.
NOT all the knowledge which the Christian hath of Christ and
heavenly things is of a spiritual nature. His discernment of the truth
of EvangelicaJ mysteries may Le clear and extensive, and yet his
spiritual acquaintance with them be very smaH.-Brine.
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THE DEPTHS OF SATAN.

By

I
l

I

F. W. KRUi\[1f[ACHER.
( Continued from page 282. )
"Then was Jes~ts led up of the Spirit into the wilderness, to be
tempted of the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty
nights. He was afte?'wanl an hungered. And when the tempter came
to Him, he sxid, If Thou be the Son of God, command that these stones
be made bread. But He answered and said, It is written, Man shall
not live by b?'ead alone, but by eVe?'y word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God. Then the devil taketh Him 1tp into the holy city, and
setteth Him on a pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto Him, If Thou
be the Son of God, cast Thyself down; for it is written, He shall give
His angels charge concerning Thee; and in their hands they shall bear
Thee 1tp, lest at any tivte Thou dash Thy foot against a' stone. Jesus
said unto him, It is written again, Th01t shalt not tempt the Lord
th!! God. Agq,in, the devil taketh Him ~tP into an exceeding high
mountain, and showeth Him all the kingdnms of the ?corld, and the
glo?'y of them " and saith unto Him, All these things will I give Thee,
if Thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him,
Get thee hence, Satan; for it is 1l!?'itten, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and Him only shalt thmt se?"Ve. Then the devil leaveth Him,
and, behold, angels came and ministered ~tnto Him."-MA'l"l'HEW iv. 1-11.
THE LATE DR.

IX.-THE SECOND ASSAULT.
THE foregoing temptation h,ad been frustrated.
Satan was probably
not yet certain that Jesus was the Son of God, neither had he succeeded to divert Him a hair's-breadth out of His mediatorial course.
Therefore a second attack is now resolved on. He" taketh Him up
into the Holy City, and setteth Him on a pinnacle of the temple:"
not in vision, as some have supposed, but corporeally, as the simple
language of the sacred historian plainly intimates. By supernahral
means he oonveyed Him through the air to Jerusalem, and set Him
upon the fiat roof of a lofty wing of the temple.
•Jesus stood upon the wing of the temple, and Satan stood beside
Him. It was a dizzy height. Deep beneath lay the city, and still
deeper in the vale beyond, was the brook Kedron, like a silvery streak,
hardly perceptible. 'fhe adversary continues to wear the appearance
of a cordial friend, professing readiness to make common cause with
Him; and if He were really the Messiab, the Son of God, as then
desiring nothing more earnestly than to see Him expedite His work
of redemption to an issue. Pointing, the,refore, from the fearful
height to the thronged courts of the temple and the crowded city
below, he addresses Him, saying, "If Thou be the Son of God, cast
Thyself down:" as if he had said, "I desire no more than to be
assured that Thou art the promised Messiah, that I may instantly bow
the knee to Thee as one' of Thy ministering angels. I am riot the
only one that eagerly waits for this disclosure of Thy personal dignity:
Thou wilt be King and Ruler over' a great people, as soon as it shall
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please Thee to manifest Thy princely glory. Behold now an opportunity for this. Descend by 'l'hy miraculous power visibly at once
into the midst of the people; 'andlet such a convincing miracle command from them universal submission to Thy majesty and honour.
Then wilt Thou be as .God; and wilt have the requisite assurance
,that Thou art the promised Messiah; and that God hath not forsaken Thee, as He seemed to have done in the wilderness."
Such
.might be the purport of Satan's present a,ddress; and for the better
·securing of his object he .adduces that glorious promise in the 91st
Psalm, which unquestionably refers particularly to Christ: "He shall
.give His angels charge over Thee, aJld in their hands they shall bear
Thee up, lest Thou dash Thy foot against a stone," Deep was the
plot, and the temptation strong; for the deceiver having the appea·rance of a friendly a.ngelic minister, his purpose seemed pious, good,
and suitable. Behold, brethren, your Saviour on the tempting elevation; and Satan inviting Him to move but one step forwards, and He
shall be "the Lord in the air," the angels shall bea,r Him softly down
below, the people shall shout their hosannas, and Christ become the
general object of adoring admiration a·nd attachment. But had such
a proposal been complied with, the work of reconciliation ha.d been
at once and for ever destroyed; for our Surety would thus have turned
aside from the mediatorial way of poverty and emptiness, in opposition
to the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God; and thus the
" Lamb" would not have been" wi hout spot," but "blemished with
the sin of tempting God; and consequently unmeet for a paschal
sacrifice of atonement. How critical then was such a moment of trial!
But, praise ye the Lord I· Jesus could read the· Word of God through
that veil which Satan had hung before Him. He knew that the angels
would bear Him up. Was then the Son of God to depart from those
,ways into others of private choosing, and was He still to look for the
Divine power and faithfulness to defend His human person 1 Far
,from it; this could never be. His holy soul shrank ba.ck with a
shudder at the Satanic proposal. One word of Scripture was intended
by Satan to confound and ensnare Him, but a.nother becomes His
shield and defence. He replies, "Again it is written, Thou shalt not
tempt the Lord thy God: " and once more does the enemy meet with
a signal discomfiture.
X.-SPIRITUAL

HEIGHTS.

In the holy city, in our spiritual Jerusalem, Satan still practises his
most cunning craits and seductive devices; here also he too frequently
gains his most signal triumphs. These, of however short duni,tion,
he is continually endeavouring to renew, and especially in the holy
city. Hence there still abound in it temptations, which resemble
those he devised against our Lord Himself. The deceits of the adversaryare never more active than in all~ring us to spiritual heights,
,,,hich may be compared to the tremendous transportation of Jesus to
the pinnacle of the temple. The best and happiest condition of the
soul on earth is to abide humbly at the feet of Jesus, to be 'poor in
spirit, willing to spend every day with Lazarus at the rich man's gate,
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or, like the woman of Canaa.n, to be thankful for the very crumbs
which fall from the Master's table. Then it is well with us; then 'are
we rich; then are we sa.fe. But the wicked one too well knows that
thia state of mind would defeat his purpose; therefore it is no marvel
that he aims at nothing so diligently as to entice the children of
God out of their spiritual poverty and lowliness. He has a variety
of methods for this purpose: let us here notice some of them.
He comes to you transformed as an angel of light, and takes you up
into the holy city, when, spreading before the eyes of yow' mind the
gifts and graces, rights and privileges, you partake of as joint-heirs
of the kingdom, he brings you easily to imagine yourself more than
ordinarily elevated into communion with God and with His holy
angels. He then selects for your special notice one of such gifts in
particular, and begins to show you what a multitude you possess in
this one: how a single gift of the Spirit sanctifies you, enlightens you,
leads you into all truth, searches the deep things of God, -moves
you, conducts you, speaks in you, testifies in and by you: all of which
may be perfectly true. But he does not stop here; for next he
endeavours to persuade you, that the Spirit must surely be able to
reveal to you something more, which is but partially or not at all disclosed in the Bible. And now, going farther still, he would ha.veyou
to regard your own thoughts a.s suggestions of Divine inspira.tion.
He carries you yet higher, and would persuade you to consider yourself as inspired by God, a.s one who no longer needs the outward light
of the letter, beca.use you possess the inward light of the Spirit. And
then, oh the peril! before you are aware, you may be borne up as by
enchantment to the pinna.de of the temple. You may feel yourself
raised above God's external Word and testimony, above Church
ordinances, a.nd every thing of the kind. You may regard all such
things, nay, the whole Jerusalem itself of other believers, as fat
beneath you; and it is only a. miracle of omnipotent grace, that you
do not t1,lrn giddy on such a towering height, a.nd come to some
feariul end, perhaps to positive madness. Into delusions of this sort
were some of our brethren a.t N - - beguiled riot very long &go.
They have now quite forsaken all externa.l communion with their
brethren; they recognise no Church discipline; neither will they be
directed by the written Word of God, but they a.ppeal to the Spirit
within them a.s testifying other and higher things. There may be
true children of God among them, who, as such, will one day see
their error and be set right again; but the error itself can neve'r be
other than a. most mournful and awful one. God preserve us from an
such seductions of Satan!
Keep a firm hold of the Word, my
brethren. It is written, "If any man preach any other gospel unto
you than that ye have received" (by the holy Scriptures), "let him
be a.ccursed;" and again it is written, "Thy Word is a lamp unto
. my feet." If we stand to what is "written," and testify it in- faith,
this will put the a.dversary to flight.
But if Satan ca.nnot succeed with us in one way, he will attempt
it in another. Christians of every character may be raised by him
to the dizzy pinna.cle of the temple. Innumerable are the methods
7.
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by which they are enchanted up They may be carried thither by
the sweetly soothing notion, that God has revealed to them all
mysteries, that He has enlightened them beyond the common lot of
teachers and instructors j so that they imagine themselves to have
the key of David at command. They may be seduced by their sel£imagined treasure of knowledge, and be taken captive by a diabolical
interpretation of these words, "Ye have an unction from the Holy
One, and ye know all things" (1 John ii. 20). This is no uncommon
way in which Satan interprets Scripture, and applies it j so that a
man may even come to think himself the man who smites the earth
with the sword of his mouth, who rules over minds with the sceptre
of his word, a.nd after whom no one dares to speak. To many a
Christian his teaching and preaching gifts have, through the devil's
craft, become a snare. Others have grown high-minded by the notion
that their state with respect to God was privileged with something
extraordinary, that in the kingdom of Christ they must have been
placed at least a few degrees higher than other poor sinners. Perhaps their experience of remarkable answers to prayer was made use
of by Satan in preparing for them this sweet poison. Others have
settled down in the notion that the Church ca=ot well do without
them. They have "seemed to be pillars" in it, as apostles and
prophets of their day. The blessing with which God has attended
their ministrations in public or private, has been converted by the
devil's art into a snare by which they have been caught. The adversary has deluded others with the imagination that their own dreams
and fancies were Divine visions and disclosures j hence they have
ventured to give utterances of their own as if they were oracles of
God. Before the mind of others the adversary holds up an enchanted
mirror, in which they view themselves as saints encircled with a
glory; or the devil sends to them friends who commend, admire, and
idolize them as eminent for meekness, patience, faith, and love. Thus
they .become gradually deluded into the notion, that surely God must
have ordained them to be held up as patterns of holiness to the
world.
Such are some of the spiritual elevations of which the pinnacle of
the temple may remind us. And though persons thus infatuated may
think tD go no further than to regard themselves as apostles, eminent
Saints, lilld prophets, yet if they once suffer themselves to be set upon
heights of this sort, they are not unfrequently carried higher still.
Neither do all return down again by the regular steps, gently and
without injury; but, alas.! many, after reeling on dizzy heights,
plunge at length into the most pernicious depths of heresy. In every
age there have been such unhappy persons, who in their own notions
have been raised alm.ost to the place of God, So as even to usurp th~
office of Christ and His Holy Spirit; and all this has been peculiarly
experienced in the holy city. Brethren, abide in your Rock, and
there remain humble before God. I would say. ,~his especially to
those who are rich in gifts, or "apt to teach;" who are. had in
r~putation . among the brethren; who take the lead i.n Christian
!!ocieties or communion, or whose light shines with more "than com-
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mon brightness in Zion: for with such persons the dragon easily finds
an ear, whereby to seize and carry them off into the heights. Gird
on you as a breast-plate that word of the Divine oracle, "Blessed are
the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Bear it about
as an helmet or a diadem, that "whosoever receiveth not the kingdom
of God as a little child, he can in no wise enter therein." Hold fast
as a sword in your hand, the word by which you are taught that
"God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble." And
ever remember that the rose of Sharon and the lily of the valleys will
neither bloom nor even live upon heights and eminences, but far
below them. And whenever the devil would urge you to any eiXtravagant or perplexing speculations on mysterious subjects inscrutable
to man, or allure you to vain and unprofitable subtleties.----whether to
comprehend the distinction of the Three Persons in the Godhead, or
to comprehend the nature of eternity, or the twofold nature of Christ
as God and man, before you will heartily believe such things.----or
whether he would allure you to any other lofty heights of divine
mysteries, then recollect yourselves, and meet the adversary with that
scriptural reply, It is written, " Now we know in part, and we prophesy
in part; but when that which is peIfect is come, then that which is in
part shall be done away." Testify to him in the name of Jesus, that
you desire not to know more than is necessary to salvation, and good
for your own spiritual health: thus will you resist the devil, and he
will flee from you.
XI.-" IF THOU BE A CHILD OF GOD, CAST THYSELF DOWN."
That the enemy readily avails himself of our adoption to put us off
our guard against his beguiling us into all kinds of presumptuous and
ungodly living, is well known. For instance, he has discovered that
youretain some besetting sin ~ your members, which you have not
learned to subdue. He therefore draws you into company or circum
stances, whereby no sooner is the lust stirred afresh, than opportunity
is given for its gratification; and thus you are on the brink of a pre.cipice. "Cast thyself down," whispers the devil; but you are disposed to flee from it: "Stay, stay," is the suggestion; "it is so
pleasant in. the vale below." You strive against it. "Cast thyself
down!" is forced upon you louder than before; and though you
tremble at the danger, you have not the self-denial to turn away from
it at once; but you feel as if detained by enchantment. "Cast thyself down!" continues the adversary; "you are a child of God, and
may safely reckon upon pardon and recovery." Such are his suggestions; and if God prevent not, your plunge is certain. Take another
instance: you are naturally irritable, and something of a provoking
kind said or done by those about you, puts your feelings in a tumult.
You are disposed to resent it, but you are in doubt whether you may
venture to do so; and now you are at the precipice. "Cast thyself
down!" cries the devil; "you are God's child, and children of God
are not to compromise with such low and· ca.rnal people; evince like a
man, your zeal for what is right and becoming." Such a thought is
no sooner suggested than you may be instantly urged by violent
displeasure to use harsh and unbecoming language, and add sin to sin.
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As the adversary proposed that the Messiah's Divine, Sonship should
be proved in a way contrary to the Divine will, by an arbitrary
descent. from the pinnacle of the temple, so he often endeavours to
insinu!J,te proposals of a similar kind into the minds of true believers.
Thus. he whispers, "There are certain persons of your Christian
acquaintance who regard you as at best but a babe in Christ;· certainly they account you no experienced Christian, if a Christian at
all. .Give them proof that their suspicions are groundless. Let them
clearly see what you are." Then it is high time to take the sword
of the ,Spirit against the tempter, and to meet him with the word,
" ~he Lord knoweth them that are His;" and here to let the matter
rest: But too often on such occasions precious souls are beguiled into a
wrong track; one uttering shameful untruths, by boasting of spiritual
experiences which have never been his own; another improperly
.assuming an elevated spiritual devotion, to which the Lord alone can
raise the heart; another unwarrantably professing to have an unction
from the Holy One, though it has never been bestowed upon him for
the occasion; another committing fatal excesses, by doing, from his
own sph'it, things which he would have qthers regard as done by
the teaching and direction of the Holy Ghost. What can be greater
abominations in the sight of God than these 7 -And how scornfully
may the adversary triumph, when he has succeeded in precipitating
sincere Christians into such mire and impurity!
"Cast Thyself down," said the devil to our blessed Lord; and perhaps gave as a reason for it, that Christ might thereby speed the
accomplishment of the Divine purposes. Satan's purpose would have
been.answered, could he have excited in the soul of the Lord Jesus, a
momentary feeling of impatience at the slow advancement of His
great work of redemption. And, oh! how sedulous is he to provoke
true believers to such impatience; how eagerly would he stimulate
them to perfect their holiness in a hurry, by exercises of voluntary
humility and will-worship; and to aim, by rapid strides, at high and
eminent degrees of sanctity! How prompt is he in this respect to cry
unto them, " Cast yourselves down, and take the shortest way 1" For
the crafty adversary knows full well, that to advance in such. a way
is only to retrograde, it being a departure from the throne of grace,
and from the blood of the Lamb; and that in any way of our own
choosing, no angels bear us up in their hands: that our feet must
inevitably be dashed against a stone, and that we can settle down in
nothing but falsehood, gloominess, pride, and self-complacency. Are
the persons he would assault, ministers and witnesses of the Truth 7
How vigilant is he to observe, whether they account the time tedious,
till God crowns their labours· with success; and how diligently does
he foment this impatience in their hearts, and cry out unto them,
" Cast thyself down!" What a gratification to him is it when they
follow this advice; as, when with passionate heat and false fire of
their own, they set about forcing the conversion of souls committed
to their charge; when, with mere carnal raving, they would drive
their flocks as by the force of a tempest, into the covert of the kingdom of God, and invent a girdle, an unction, and a rod of God. for

\

Tlte Gospel lVIagazine;

343

themselves, because He has not bestowed such things upon them.
All this is quite a triumph to tIle adversary, for he knows that now.
they ha.ve no chance of success; because the Holy Spirit will not .
acknowledge such blind zeal of our own. Those whom He is pleased
to make use of as His instruments are a.s broken vessels in their own
esteem, and abide patiently in the Lord their God; suffering themselves to be led, incited, carried, managed, a.nd governed, as to Him
shall seem good. These will speed far better. "He that believeth
shall not make haste" (Isaiah xxviii. 16). No violence of man can
be of any service here.
(To be continued.)

PASTORAL NOTES.
FAITHFUL h"l'AI.

" Then said the king to Ittai the Gittite, WheTefm'e goest tlwu also
with 7iS? TetU1'n to thy place and abide with the king; fOT thou art
a stranger, an1. also an exile
Whereas thou camest but yesterday,
sh07dd I this day make thee to come tip and down with 7iS? Seein.'J
I go whither I may, 1'eturn thou, and take back thy b1'ethren; mercy
and truth be with thee. And Ittai answered the· kin,!} and said, As
the Lord liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely in what place .
my lm'd the hng shall De, whether in death or life, even there also
will thy servant be."-2 SAMUEL xv. 21.
WAR is a horrible thing; we can sca.rcely speak too strongly against
it.
It is an awful curse, and it develops some of the most repulsive
features of human nature.
And yet, strange to say, it develops at
the same time some of the noblest features of human nature.
Pa.triotism, loya.lty, cOl1rage, and unselfislmess have been shown in
times of war in a ma.nner in which they could not ha.ve been shown
in times of peace; a.nd :wme of the most remarkable deeds that ha.ve
ever been performed ha.ve nriginated in connection with the exigencies
of waT.
Who does not remember, e.g., Sir Philip Sydney's generous act
when severely wounded on the battlefield of Zutphen, handing a. glass
of water, which he grea.tly needed himself, to a dying soldier who had
looked at it with wistful eyes as he was being carried by, and saying,
" Give it to him, poor fello·w, for he needs it more than I do" 1 Ha.ve
we not read, al&'O, of soldiers interposing themselves between their
officers or comrades and some dca.dly thrusts, or facing almost certa.in
death in the endea.vour to rescue them when wounded 1
SimilaT
An army surcases ha.ve occurred in the war in South Africa..
geon there 'mentions that our poor wounded soldiers not only.
endured their sufferings in a most marvellously heroic, patient, and
uncornpla.ining manner, but tha.t the,y sometimes exhibited the most
remaI1m.ble unselfishness.
Upon one occa.sion he says that he heard
a poor fellow, who was fearfully wounded, and who, as he la.y upon
the ground, was so parched with thirst that he could hardly speak,.:

344

Tlie Gospel J/;] agazine.

say, when an orderly brought him some water, "Take it to my pal
first, poor chap, for he wants it more than I do." What an unselfish
action! A non-commissioned officer of the Coldstreams mentions that
at the awful battle of Magersfontein, when our troops retired from
the battle-field, leaving it covered with the dead and dying, he was
left there helpless, with one of his legs frightfully shattered, for ten
hours, whilst the enemy kept up nearly the whole of that time a continuous fire upon the poor wounded! preventing succour from reach-.
ing them, and filling them with the drea.dful apprehension every
moment that they would be hit again, and that, whilst they were
suffering agonies from their first wounds, they would have to suffer
additional agonies from fresh ones! During that terrible time this
officer no·ticed a brave man belonging to the 12th Lancers, "one of
the bra,vest," he said, "that he ever knew," who was unhurt, so that
he might ea,sily ha,ve escaped from the battlefield, deliberately stay
all through those hours on the field by the side of a comrade who
was morta,lly wo\mded, tending him with the most assiduous care,
whilst bullets were flying around him, a,nd he must have known that
he was running a fearful risk; and he never cea,sed his attention until
towMds the close. of the da,y, he ma,naged with great difficulty, to get
his comrade, and the non-commissioned officer who mentions the circumstance, removed in an anlbulance. A priva,te soldier a,lso states tha,t upon
one occasion, when a sma,ll body of our troops were compelled to retire
from an 01,.ltpost in the face of an overwhelming number of the
enemy, and was subjected to a tremendous fusillade of bullets and
shells, he discovered, to his dismay, that he had lost his horse; and
as he had little or no chance of escaping on foot, he thought that
his last hour had come; but a noble officer, tlle Duke of Hoxburghe,
looking round a,nd seeing his predicament, most gallantly rode had~
to his assistance, and, taking him up behind him on his horse, carried
him out of danger. He owes his life, he says, to that brave deed.
And our King has just signified his intention of conferring the Victoria Cross upon a non-commissioned officer
for a sinlilar actr-or, rather, repeated acts-of courage, in
rescuing his commanding officer and two of his comrades under almost
exactly similar circumstances.
Ma.ny other instances might be
mentioned of this remarkable development of character in connection
with WM.
We a·re reminded of this by the words before us.
They refer to a
noble incident which occurred in the life of King David. Civil WM
had broken out in King David's kingdom.
His perverse son, Absalom, having managed by subtlety and stra.tagem to aliena.te tlle hearts
of a, large number of his people, broke out into open rebellion against
him, and David resolved in consequence to flee from his throne and
capital
That wa,s indeed a, critical time in his history, a, time
which tested to the utmost the friendship and loyalty of his subjects,
and showed what they were really like.
Would they stand the test 1
Would they be loyal a,nd faithful or noU It was all very well to he
loya.l and fa,ithful when their sovereign was securely seated upon Ilis
throne, and when he, was known to be very mighty and rich; but it

f he Gospel M agazzne.

345

was quite a dUferent thing to be so when a powerful enemy had arisen
against him, and when his kingdom and authority were tottering ill
the balance.
A large number of King David's subjects went over at once to the
~nemy; they apparently never hesitated; they cared nothing for their
sovereign's feelings or interests, but only for their own. Others of
them waited to see which way the popular feeling chie,fly tended, unwilling to declare themselve,s on one side or the other until they
,could see which side was likely to be victorious.
But others were
unflinchingly loyal and fait.hful, never wavering, regarding their
.sovereign's cause as being absolutely their own, and determined that
.come what might, they would always be faithful to that cause, and
true to their allegiance.
Amongst the latter was Ittai. Ittai was a stranger, a Philistine, a
native of Gath, the city of the giant whom David slew, and he had
recently united himself to King David's army with a band of 600
men. But when he did this, David was a powerful king, apparently
securely seated upon his throne, and Ittai might naturally expect to
be well rewarded by him for his services. Now, however, the case
'wa3 very dirle·rent. David was practically dethroned, and about to
become an exile and a wanderer, with many chances of war against
him. Could it be expected that he, Htai, would still be loyal and
faithful? What cares the· mercenary, except for his reward or pay 1
If the cause which he espouses succeed, he is glad, and takes to him<lelf some credit for its success; but if it fail, why should he care? he
will simply leave it as soon as he can, a.nd unite himself to another.
But Ittai was no mercenary. 'Whatever motive or motives induced
him to join the ranks of King David's army, it certainly was not mere
remune.ration; and of all the faithful adherents of the fallen monarch,
none were more steadfast in their faithfulness than he.
As the king marshalled his adherents, anxious to see how many
were really left, Ittai and his six hundred men marched past before
him. The king stopped him and said: "Wherefore goest thou with
us? return to thy place, for thou art a st.ranger a.nd also an exile.
Seeing I go whither I may, return thou, and take back thy
brethren; lllercy and truth be with thee."
But Ittai answered the king and said: " As the Lord liveth, and as my
lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king BbaJI be,
whether in death or life, even there also will thy serva.nt be! "
Noble answer! memora.ble reply! remarka.ble fidelity! How pleased
the king must have been with it, and cheered by it! And when
brighter days came, and when he was reinstated on his throne,
can we not imagine how happy he woVld be in recognising and rewarding that fidelity with the highest honours? Even before he was
thus reinstated, we may see evidence of his approval, for when he
numbered and arranged his forces for the final contest with the
forces of Absalom, it is noticeable that he divided them into three
parts, and one of those parts he committed to the supreme command
.of Ittai (2 Sam. xviii. 1, 2).
:Such is an interesting and a remarkable historical fact. But may
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we not. consider it from a spiritual point of view, and regard it as·
conveymg a very important lesson to all believers 1 Believers are'
soldiers of Chl'ist; they are enlisted under the banner of the King of
kings. Are they loyal and faithful as Ittai 1 Can they stand such
tests as he did 1 They are not called upon, at the present day, tostand such tests as the early ChTistians and the martyrs had to do,confiscation of propelty, cruel outward persecution, and loss of liberty
and life; but they are called upon sometimes to stand other tests
which may be in a measure equally searching.
DQ6S it not seem sometimes as if their King, the Lord Jesus, is beingbanished from His kingdom, and as if His cause were failing1 Does·
not iniquity abound, and does not Satan seem to triumph 7 See thespecious forms of error which are spreading abroad and which arl'
evidently deluding the minds of multitudes. See the extraordinary
mixtures of truth and falsehood. See the reiterated and insidious
attacks upon God's Word, which are shaking the foundations of thebelief of many and apparently chilling their love. And, in all probability, as time goes on, this state of things will get worse and worse,and the tests of faith and hope and love will become sha.rper and'
sharper. Prophecy seems distinctly to indicate that such will be'
the case.
But, beloved, how is it with us 1 and how will it be 7 Are we standing, and shall we continue to stand such tests, so far as they are'
brought to bear upon us, even as fa.ithful Ittai did 7 We may be per-·
fectly sure that as it was with Israel's king, so it will be with our
King; in apparently the darkest hour, when His enemies were, assembling and plotting together for His disenthronement, they werereally assembling and plotting together for their own destruction; and
when it seemed as if they were about to have everything their own
way, theIT plans and projects were on the point of being for ever
What an encouragement ought this thought to be to all theupset.
Saviour's faithful adherents!
We do not know what really induced faithful Ittai to join King:
David's army.
It certa.inly, as we have said, could not have been
mere remuneration.
Perhaps it was partly admiration; he heardl
about him by repute, and he may have had opportunities of becoming
personally acquainted with him, and so he admired him as being 8!
really noble, courageous, just, and honourable man.
We remember
that when David sojoumed in the land of the Philistines, Achish,.
the king of Gath, was so pleased with him and attracted towards him
that he said to him, "I know that thou art good in my sight, as an,
angel of God" (1 Sam. xxix. 9).
This pleasing and attractive influence may have had something of the same effect upon Ittai that it
had upon Jonathan, Saul's son, when we are told that" the soul of
Jonathan was knit with the soul of David," and that he "loved hiill'
as his own soul"; and in confirmation of this we find that J osephus,the Jewish historian, speaks of Ittai as being David's "friend and!
companion."
But there was something more implied in the words which Ittai
used; in replying to David he appealed to Jehovah, and he said, "As-
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Jehovah liveth."
He would scarcely have made use of this expression if he had been a heathen man; it seems therefore most probable
that he was a believer in the true God, and that in allying himself to'
David, he had deliberately forsaken his heathenism, his people, and
his native land, and had caused himself to be "a stranger and an
exile," in order that he might be allied to the people of God. He had.
faith in God and faith in His people, and he wished to be personally
associated with Him and with them.
May we not ask-W'hat has caused us to become the Saviom'&
adherents 1
No doubt it has really been Divine grace calling and
constraining us.
But what has been the outwa.rdly constraining
motive 1 Has it been admiration of our King-His Person, and Hig
noble, beautiful, just, and perfect character 1
It may have been
this, but has it not been something more 1 Has it not been fervent
fa.ith in Him and in His cause 1 Has it not been faith in Him as the'
Lord Jehovah, the second Person of the adorable Trinity, and as our'
own personal Saviour, Redeemer, a.nd Friend 1 and also has it not boon
gratitude resulting from that faith, which knits our hearts to Him~
and which calls upon us individually to love Him even as our own
souls 1
Vlhat though His service. calls upon us to become, in some measure,·
like Ittai, "strangers and exiles" 1 Is it not worth the cost 1 and
will not the blessedness of that service, and the great rewards of it~
make abundant amends 1
And if really engaged in that service, may we not feel sure that thespirit which our great Captain wishes to see anililating us and all His
adherents is that of faithful Ittai 1 a spirit of earnest devotion, zeal;
and affection which (by His grace) will stand any tesU A spirit which
animates its possessor to say_CC I care not what others may do, 01"
think, or say, or what the immediate result may be, but I am deter;
mined to be faithful to my Master" 1 A spirit like that .of Joshua
when he said, " As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord" 'I
A spirit like that of the Apo13tle Peter when he said (although he
greatly miscalculated his str"ength and power of endmance), "Lord,
I will go with Thee to prison and to judgment"; and which led him
to reply, when the Saviour had lost some of His followers, and so
touchingly asked the others, "\Vill ye also go away 1"-" Lord, to'
whom can we go 1 Thou hast the words of etemal life" 1 And tha
same spirit which animated Ruth the Moabitess, when she
to
her
mother-in-law
Naomi,
" Entreat
me
not
said
to leave the!), or to return from following after thee; for whither thou
goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people
shall be my people, a.nd thy God my God" 1 This is a spirit which
honours our Master, and which we may be sure is well-pleasing to
Him.
It is a.lso· a contagious spirit, as we may see in the case of Ittai.
He did not enter and continue in David's service alone, he brought
600 men with him, together with their families, for we read of "all
their little ones being with them" (verse 22); and by his influenceand example he caused them all to be faithful to their new allegiance,
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What a pleasure it must have been to him to parade that noble band
-six hundred strong-before the king in his time of emergency, whom
)le loved and revered!
Oh that we may similarly have the great
pleasure and the privilege of being the means of bringing some souls
to the Lord Jesus our King, to rejoice in Him, and to be His faithful
;adherents for ever!
The last words spoken by the revered pastor C. H. Spurgeon at the
,close of his ministry in the metropolis bear upon this subject, and
;are worthy of special notice. They are these: "If you wear the
livery of Christ, you will find that He is the most magnanimous of
.captains. There never was His like among the choicest of princes.
He is always to be found in the thickest part of the battle.
When
the wind blows cold, He always takes the bleak side of the hill. The
heaviest end of the cross ever lies on His shoulders.
If He bids us
,carry a burden, He carries it also. If there is anything that is
.gracious, generous, kind, and tender, yea, lavish and superabundant
in love, you always fiNd it in Him.
His service is life, peace, joy. Oh
that you would enter on it at once! God help you to enlist under
the banner of Jesus Christ! "
Hatford Rectory, Faringdon.
D. A. DOUD::>'EY.

"SHE IS NOT DEAD."
(LUKE viii. 52.)

" SHE is not dead." My gentle, patient Olive
Is not within the quiet churchyard near,
By whose white stones she oft was gently driven,
In long past days of summer sunshine clear.
" She is not dead," but God with sweet compassion
Hath taken off her spirit's pain-worn dress,
As mothers take off children's play-torn garments'Tis that which lies there cold and motionless.
" She is not dead," she lives with many a loved one
In memory's chamber hid from all around;
There oft her form appears with startling clearness,
There oft her tones with strange distinctness sound.
" She is not dead" ; and though betwixt our bodies
A grave-mound stands, our souls are not apart;
They twam are one in One who ever liveth,
Who purchased them with Hia own deathful smart.
" She is not dead," but gone across the river
To yon bright land where death is never seenWhere fair immortals walk in shining raiment,
'Mid fadeless bloom and fadeless leafage green.
" She is not dead, but gone before." I follow.
We soon shall meet within the home above,
Where we shall dwell eternally together,
With Christ th' eternal Bridegroom whom we love.
ISA.
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" Having predestinated us unto the adoption of child1'en by Jesus Christ
to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will."-EpHESIANS i. 5.
(Concluded from page 298.)

LET US now considerIll. The Great First Cause giving rise to the same.
And here we enter upon a subject which is but little understood.The truth contained in it is much opposed by the carnal mind. That
the will of God should, be the only and supreme cause of salvation"
without any conditions to be performed in order to obtain salvation,
is a point to which the pride of man cannot submit. But he who
cannot perceive that all things owe their existence entirely to the win
of God, cannot have understood the meaning of the words, "For of
Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things" (Rom. xi. 36).
For men to irnagine that their own will moves independently of the'
will of the eternal .Jehovab, is contrary to the express testimony of
Scripture, which saith, "If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this,
or that" (James iv. 15). The will of man does not exercise itself
with such inherent self-control as men do vainly conceive. Is it not
evident to every reflecting mind that circumstances perpetually give'
rise to the movements of the will? Why willeth a man to eat, but
because the preceding circumstances of hunger inclineth his will
thereto? Why willeth a man to rest from labour, but because or
tlle preceding circumstance of weariness? Trace these preceding cir"'
cumstances (ad infinitum), and you will find them all originating in
the will of the Eternal Jehovah, by Whom the whole machinery of
the actions of men has been set in motion from the beginning of the'
world.
But, say some; "In thus ascribing all things to the will of God as'
their Gre:tt First Cause, you destroy the free agency of man and virtU"
ally deny his responsibility."
This, however, is a false assertion.
Every man, being unconscious of the decree by which his actions are
ordained to com.e to pass, must act according to the impulse of his'
own will, without any guidance whatever derived from the determinate will of God; and let it be observed, that the will of man toact either this way or that way must frequently depend upon his
judgment as to the expediency of the action; so that the will is sometimes rather sl~ve than a master. His responsibility concerning his
actions is not denied, because we affirm that all his actions are done
agreeabl}; to his own mind or will, even although he might sometimeS"'
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wish to do otherwise: thus a convict walks into prison contrary to
his approbation, but he wills to walk in, through' fear of greater
punishment. In actions which are absolutely sinful, the sinner is
responsible for those actions, because done with his own consent or
free will, although evil of every kind arises primarily from the lack
·of .moral or spiritual restraint, which restraint is not in the power, or
under the control of man: therefore it is that the Eternal J ehovah
thus speaks of Himself, "I form the light, and create darkness; I
make peace, and create evil; I the Lord do all these things" (Isaiah
xlv. 7). If this declaration be denied, how can we understand the
great first circumstance of the existence of angels elect and non-elect 1
of the formation of man, not endued with a will sufficient to ove·rcome the wicked one1 All these matters must be acknowledged to
have arisen from the will of Him of Whom it is said, "Thou hast
.created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and "ere created"
(Rev. iv. 11). In infinite wisdom the Lord has seen fit to leaye men
to themselves: and we know the consequence,-the wandering of the
soul after that which is evil. Hence, how appropriate that prayer of
David, "Incline not my heart to any evil thing" (Psalm cxli. 4).
Having thus shown that man's free will is not that mighty engine
so fondly imagined by some ;--having proved his responsibility, and
glanced at the will of God in the existence of evil, we pass on to trace
His supreme will as the cause of moral and spiritml good.' There
cannot be anything which is lovely and of good report without His
interposition producing the same, therefore it is written, "Now the
God of peace make you perfect in every good work to do His will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight" (Heb. xiii.
20, 21). To His will, therefore, we trace the adoption of which we have
spoken. Every soul among you which hath known the grace of God
must acknowledge this. Men are not born again "of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John i. 13). " Of His own
will begat He us" (James i. 18).
But S0111e say, " God wills the salvation of all mankind, and therefore
offers salvation to every soul upon earth; which salvation, if men will
accept, they may by their own will escape the wrath to come, and
consequently it must, a.fter all, depend upon the will of man whether
be be saved or not." Is it so 1 Let us see how such vain reasoning
will correspond with the satisfaction connected with the will of the
·Triune Jehovah in the salvation of men; for it is written, "He shall
see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied" (Isaiah liii. 55).
But if God's desire is, that all mankind be saved, and He layeth down
certain conditions which, if fulfilled, shall secure salvation; then men
refusing to comply with these conditions, prevent the design of God,
and He is disappointed of His desire. Again, men say, that the Lord
Jesus Christ has designed His blood to be available for all men; and
therefore, longing for their salvation, invites all men in the strength
of their own will to come and cleanse themselves of sin, but men will
not come; and thus, He is disappointed. Further, men say that the
Holy Ghost strives with every man to save him from perdition, but
man resists this striving, and the Holy Ghost cannot save them though
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He wOuld; and thus the Three Persons in the glorious Godhead are
each and all of them disappointed in the great matter of salvation! I
How singular it is, that men do not perceive, that when it is said of
God, "Who will have all men to be saved" (1 Tim. ii. 4), it means
men of all rames and classes in society for whom thanks can be given
unto God (see verse 1); that the propitiation of the Son of God for
the" whole world" (1 John ii. 2) is in reference to the Gentiles as well
as to the Jews ;-and that the resisting of the Holy Spirit consists in
the rejection of the manifestations of the "Eternal Power and' Godhead" (Horn. i. 20), as set forth in the works of creation and providence.
0 'that you may see that the counsel of the Lord shall
stand; that He will do all His pleasure; and that according to His own
will is He pleased to confer the grace of adoption. As that will is
exercised by Him, so are the invitations of the Gospel accompanied
with the influence of the Spirit; therefore says the Church unto her
Lord, "Draw me, we will run after Thee" (Sol. Song i. 4): and the
Father speaking unto the Son, says, "Thy people shall be willing in
the day of Thy power" (Psalm ex. 3).
We come now to consider the predestinating purpose of God in the
gracious act of adoption; and I pray you be· not disposed to reject the
statement now before us. We find in these days of enterprise that in
great undertakings, men are accustomed to plan and determine
previous to commencing their operations, especially when the undertaking concerns the temporal interests of hundreds and thousands.
Shall we commend the wisdom of men in thus arranging, in order to
secure the end designed, and shall we not admire the wonderful
counsel of God, in predetermining the adoption of the remnant according to the election of grace in such a way a.nd manner as to prevent
failure in its ultimate accomplishment 1 The excellency of the Lor<fs
predetermination is specially manifest in this, that Almighty Power
accompanies His infinite wisdom in all His works, and therefore the
chosen of God cannot fail to enjoy the blessings of adoption in this
world, and of glorification hereafter; for the confirmation of which
rea.d Rom. viii. 29,,30.
lt may be asked, of what utility is this setting forth the eternal
decrees of God, and ·their certain accomplishment 1 Those who would
put such a question are not aware, that in asking it, they virtually
make doubtful the necessity of any revelation 'at all.
For if the
utility of any particular doctrine be left to the will or pleasure of men,
what would be the consequence 1 The Papist, Socinian, Sabellian, and
Pelagian might then reject whatever is obnoxious to their peculiar
heresies, and the Word of God be thus reduced to a mere nonentity.
But what saith the Lord by the Apostle 1-" All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
But
correction, for instruction in righteousness" (2 Tim. iii. 16).
especially should the doctrine of God's predestinating purpose, in the
great concerns of eternity, be dwelt upon, in order to confute the presumptuous imagination of man, that upon his own choice, and not
'upon the choice of God, must his salvation depend. "Ye shall be as
goels," said Satan to Eve ;-deceived her by the assertion; andd()wn
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to the present day a similar. deception is carried on; men assuming
to themselves the power which belongs to God alone. It is well, then,
for the faithful to .remember that they are" by sound doctrine both to
exhort and to convince the gainsayers" (Titus i. 9).
But another special reason why the everlasting purposes and
Almighty power of GQd. in the salvation of the elect, should be
brought before our notice is, that such as have received the spirit of
adoption may thereby have their souls stirred up in the exercise of
heavenly affections, and growth in grace, under the clear apprehension
of being made God's workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, and be encouraged to proceed on their hea.venly way unto the
honour and glory of God. Nor is it to be forgotten, that as we would
that the rising generation should be delivered, and kept in future
years from the dangerous deceits of that religion which has the will
uf man for its origin, and the puffings up of the fiesWy mind for its
support; so we shall be anxious to have them well instructed in the
sovereignty of God, as the cause of .all present and eternal happiness.
How can we expect a blessing upon the education of the youth by
whom we are surrounded, but as the 'Yord of God is the standard
book of the instruction imparted to them ~ the whole counsel of God
being brought before them as their age and intellectual capacities
will admit ~ Our endeavour is to prove to them, that all moral actions
approved of God must proceed from a heart renewed by special grace;
and consequently, that upon the will and pleasure of God they must
. depend for a blessing upon the instruction they receive.
In conclusion we assert, that as in the various relationships of
human life, o,ur endeavour to serve those whom we esteem; will be in
proportion to the love we bear towards them; so is it with us who
by adoption are called into the service of God: our spiritual affections
are brought into exercise, under the very consideration that we are
not our own; that we are bought with no less a price than the blood
of God; and therefore our vocation is to glorify Him in body, soul,
and spirit. And, as assimilation tD those whom we love is the consequence of mutual intercourse, so it is with those of us who are
manifestly one with Him, " Of "Yhom the whole family in heaven and
earth is named" (Eph. iii. Hi). In love we serve Him, because of ·the
relation existing between us and Hinl; and as well might we expect a
rose to change its properties into that of a nettle, as to imagine that .
an heir of glory shall not emit the sweet savour of the love of God,
or cease to bud and blossom to the praise and the honour of His
glorious Name.
Now, to H;im Who worketh all things after the
counsel of His own will, be glory for ever. Amen.

BASI~, a primitive Bishop, was said to thunder in his preaching, and
lighten in his conversation.

PRAYER reminds us of our own poverty-keeps up a sense of our
.dependence on God-honours His promises, while it pleads His fulfilment of them.-.M(~~on.
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"Thy W01·d is tl'uth."-JOHN xvii. 17.
VIEWS which are, to say the least, inconsistent with what may be
termed, the historical trustwOIthiness of the Old Testament, are
now advocated and commended to us by earnest Christian writers,
of whom it is impossible to speak otherwise than with respect, and the
attempt to undermine the authority of the Scriptures has created in
sober minds a widespread alarm and disquietude, and certainly not
without reason..
Some years ago, the great attack was made upon the New Testament. The inspiration and trustworthiness of some of its books were
called in question, and the minds of some were disturbed. Of late
years the attack has been transferred, in a great degree, to the O}d
Testament.
On this point the Bishop of Gloucester's remark is good,
when he says:" "These theories, we may remember, had their day,
enjoyed for a time a paJtial popula,rity, and caused in many minds
anxiety and disquietude.
But now where are they1
Cast away long.
since on the waste-heap of baseless speculations, exploded, and forgotten.
And that such will be t.he fate of a large portion of those
that we are now considering, in reference to the Old Testament, is certainly not a very hazardous prophecy."
Vlfe mu t ever remember
that the Old and New Testaments are indissolubly bound together.
One is not complete without the other. The interdependence of one
upon the other is complete.
They come from the same God, they
teach the same truths, they rest on the same foundations.
We may
take our stand on the words of the 7th Article: "The Old Testament
is not contrary to the New; for bo,th in the Old and New Testament
everlasting life is offered to mankind· by Christ, who is the only
Mediator between God and man, being both God and Man. Wherefore they are not to be heard who feign that the old Fathers did look
That great truth which Augustine
only for transitory promises."
proclainled is the underlying basis of the Christian religion, "The New
Testament is presupposed in the Old, the Old Testament shines forth
in the New." And Dr. Sinker'st words are most important: "We
enunciate, then, a truth, as patent as it is weighty, when we say, The
New Testament presupposes the Old; the two Testaments are linked
and clamped together in a thousand ways, so indissolubly blent that
Que cannot be torn from the other without irreparable loss."
And
aO'ain he remarks,t "It is worth noting how absolutely every New
T~stament writer accepts, as the very warp and woof of his teaching,
the truth of the Old Testanlent story, and its essentially Divine
character, and views it as absolutely underlying the message of the
Gospel; so that it is impossible to tear the two apart, if the New
• "Christils Comprobator," p. 18.
t "IJigher Criticism, What is it?" p. 150.
r "Higher Criticism," p. 176.
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Testament is to have any claim on our obedience."
It is, I believe, al~-important to, urge strongly the indissoluble nature of the
two' Testaments, so that we must see in the two one perfect record.
One must also remark, that in tl;J.e teaching of what is called "The
Higher Criticism," all, or nearly all, belief in the supernatural is
eliminated.
God, and His almighty power, are cast, out of the
universe, and all is brought down to the low level of man's reason
and man's thoughts.
Inability to accept the supernatural is the
distinctive featu,re of the system, all its results patently disclose it,
all its investigations consciously or unconsciously presuppose it.
~ut to proceed to consider what we are called upon to believe. The
leaders in 'this so-called Higher Criticism are such German writers as
Wellhausen, Kuenen-and briefly it may be stated, by their teaching"
we are to regard Deuteronomy as a fiction, founded it ma.y be OIl
traditions, and of no earlier date probably than the 18th year of
Jo~iah-tha.t the Tabernacle of WitnesEl and everything connected with
it, had never any existence except in the fabricated history composed
ill the days of the exile-and that far from the Tabernacle being the
prototype of the Temple, it was the Temple that suggested the
delibera.te and elaborate fiction of the Tabernacle; and fUli.her, that
the older books were remodelled according to the Mosaic form, and
that Chronicles, especially, was falsified by Priests and Levites to
sustain the belief that the tribe of Levi had. been set apart from the
days of Moses, and that the Priesthood dated from that time-such
a belief being, it is alleged, utterly inconsistent with the truth.
We are told, for example, that the earlier narrabves before the cal]
of Abraham, are of the nature of myth or legend-" myth being
defined to be the product of mental activity not yet distinguished into·
Walker
history, poetry, and phiLosophy" [" Lux Mundi," p. 357].
define,s legend to. be, "an incredible, unauthentic narrative." Nuttal
gives t.he same explanation, and a myth he explains as " a, fictitious or
fanoiful narrative."
I will not pursue, this part of the subjeot fUliher,.
as I have not time.
But before I speak on the principal subject of
my paper, I should wish to state what I, and those who think with
lne, believe concerning the fragmentary pa.ragraphs of some palis of'
the .Old TeBtament.
Any sane person who reads the Old Testament
cannot but see that a good deal of it is made up of many fragments,
and of various documents.
Many books are referred to which were
not admitted into the Sacred Canon; as the book of the Wars of'
the Lord, (Num. xxi. 14); the book of Jasher (Josh. x. 13; 2 Sam. i. 18);
the .book of the Acts of Solomon (1 Kings xi. 41); the book of the'
KingB of Israel and.rudah (1 Chron. ix. 1); the book of SanlUel the'
Seel1; the book of Nathan the Prophet ; the book of Gad the Seer
(1 Chron. xxix. 29); the book of Shemaiah (2 Chron. xii. 5); the book
of .lehu (2' Chron. xx. 34), e,te., etc.
We have reason for believing'
tkLt' the book of Genesis 'Yas compiled by Moses from various docuSome of these may have been brought by Abi'aham from
ments.
Chaldea. Some were family records of a distinctly contemporaneous
origin, whioh we may reasonably believe to have been preserved in
th~ families of the successive patriarch~ as. thel:\.rchives . of their '.
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nlce.
And that these should have been accessible to the divinely
appointed leader of the race, Moses, himself a man of known learning
and wisdom (Acts vii. 22), and that he should have arI'anged them, and!
illustrated theln by many oontemporaneous notes, is a most reasonable
supposition.
We know that a number of Chaldean and other accounts
of the Creation and the Deluge have been unearthed, but it is most
remarkable that while polytheism runs through them all, the monotheism of the Bible is everywhere maintained in it.
"We hold, and
we have good warrant for holding," says Dr. Sinker,'" "the existence.
of documents, largely contemporaneous, embodying history, not
myth, wherein the work of Moses was to select and blend aright, and
where we may feel assured that guidance was not lacking to him."
But while we believe all this, we believe that God inspired, directed,
guided His serYants, showing them what to incorporate in the Word
of trutlJ, and what to reject from it. As St. Peter says, " Holymel1 of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoflt," so that what
they have handed down to us is truth and is no myth. "Thy
word is truth," the Saviour says in His wonderful prayer, speaking toHis Father.
And the Holy Spirit is "the Spirit of truth," wh()
"guides into all (i.e. ~ving) truth."
And as St. John writes (1 Epis.
ii. 21), "I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth,
but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth."
I now proceed to consider what Christ taught of the Scriptures of
God. And here we must first ask who is this Christ 7 He is a
Di,ine Person in the ever blessed Trinity-dwelling from eternity in
the bosom of the Father-perfect God, very God of very God.
He
is also perfect ~'1anj He is the Word, sent from tJle Father to explain
God to us.
He unites the two natures in one holy Person.
He
partakes of all the attributes, perfections, character of the Father,
as the God of truth (Jer. x. 10), that cannot lie--the God that is full
of love, mercy, grace, justice, holiness. He is also perfect Man. He
has all the sinless infirmities of man.
He sleeps, eats, drinks-is
tired, weary, sheds tears, rejoices, suffers temptations, pain, anguish,
death-but all the time absolutely without sin, guile, deceit, hypocrisy.
It
Such is the God-Man, the one Mediat()r, the Lord Jesus Christ.
is quite true, that the Lord Jesus, in order that He might be the
Mediator. the Servant of God, the Saviour of men, did empty Himself,
did lay aside His glory, His happiness, and a great deal of the exercise
But we nowhere read that He laid. aside His Deity.
of His powel'.
He co,el'ed it over, veiled in a garb of flesh, but ever and anon as
He walked the. streets and fields of this world, the Deity came flashingforth, showinO' that while He was in appearance a poor and sorrowful
man, He was'" also "God over all blessed for ever." So, though we
admit His Kenosis, or emptying of Himself, as far as the Bible admits
it, we deny most strongly that there was a mom~nt, when He ceased
to be God, or laid aside the character and attnbutefl of God.
He
had the most accurate and ,'ionderful knowledge of man, as we read
in ,Tohii. li:24;-25, "But Jesus did not commit Himsi;H I.IIlto them,
'" "Higher Criticism," p. 15.
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because He knew all men, and needed not that any should testify of
man j for He knew what was in man."
. H .,is Hooker, in his "Ec~lesiastical Polity" (v. 54,' b), who
,!sed ,the remarkable simile, " Surely as the sword which is made fiery
doth not only cut by reason of the sharpness which it simply hath, but
also burn by means of that heat which it hath from the fiie, so there
is no doubt but the Deity of Christ hath enabled that nature which it
took of man, to do more than man in this world hath power to comprehend." The Lord Jesus did continually appeal to the Scriptures as the
repository of all truth. He came to set thenl forth and to fulfil them.
He told the freethinkers of His da.y, "You do err, not knowing the
Scriptures, nor the power of God" (Matt. xxii. 29).
That He who was
", the way, the truth, a.nd the life" could have continually taught, in
a,ccommodation to the ignorance a.nd foolishness of men, that
the Scriptures were not t.he infallible Word of God, is utterly inconceivable, and cannot be entertained, by those who have a t-rne and
living faith in Him.
In referring to particula,r passages with which
He deals, the difficulty is to know ,,-hich ones to consider, in order not
to be too lengthy.
It has been computed that He made upwards of
four hundred references to the Old Testament. *
" Follow Him in the
days of His flesh," writes Professor Gaussen. t
"See with what
serious and tender respect He holds the volume of the book to
quote from its every pali, and to show the import of its least details.
Observe how each expression, even a word, a psalm, or a
Ma.rk with what confiding
historical book, has the authority of a law.
submission He receives all the Scriptures.
Do I say that He receives
them 1
From infancy to the tomb, from His resurrection to Hill
disappearance in the clouds, what did He bear about with Him everywhere--in the desert--in the temple--and in the synagogue 1 What
does He quote with resurrection voice, when the heavens already are
about to exclaim, "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates, and the King of
It is
glory shall come in' 1 It is the Bible-evermore the Bible.
Moses, the Psalms, and the Prophets, which He quotes and explains,
and this even verse by verse, and word by ,,"ord."
.lst. Take Matt. v, 17, 18: " Think not that I am come to destroy the
law and the prophet.s j I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For
verily I say unto you" (observe how attention is solemnly called to
what follows), "Till heaven and eUlih pass, one jot or one tittle shall
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled" j or, as R.V., "all
things be acComplished."
Dr. Sinker says, "Words could not be
stronger."
They are spoken at the beginning of His ministry, to His
disciples, and in the hearing of the multitude.
To any reader of the
Bible it need not be said, the word "the law" cannot be restricted to
the Ten Commandments.
It call only mean" the whole Mosaic law,"
the books of the law as every Jew in our Lord's day would have
understand them. Christ came to fulfil it, in word and deed. He
showed its inner and spiritual meaIling. Precepts, enactment,s, cere'" "Christus Comprobator," p. 9l.
t "It is Written," from the French of Professor Gaussen, 46
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monies, types, and symbolical details, all were to have their essentia.l
meaning and purpose brought out by the Great Teacher, a,nd to receive their completion and consummation in Him.
What a revelation !
How suggestive and how full of wonderful teaching, in reference to questions which are now exercising oUl" thoughts.
2. T.ake ?ur Lord's references to the great La,w-giver, Moses. His
name IS saId to occur some eighteen times* in our Lord's discoUl;ses.
Here are a few of them: In John vii. 19 he is spoken of by our Lord as
having given the law, "Did not Moses give you the law 1"
He
speaks of him, in connection with historical events, as the burning
bush: in Luke xx. 3'7, "Now that the dead are raised, even Moses
showed in the place concerning the bush" (RV.); as the brazen
serpent, John iii. 14, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wildeniess"; as the manna, John vi. 32, C'Moses gave you not that
bread frol11 heaven." He spoke of Moses as having written of the
Lord, Jolm v. 46, "If ye believed Moses, ye would believe Me, for he
wrote of Me" j as being one whose writings stood, as far as belief in
them was concerned, on a kind of parity with our Lord's own words,
"But if ye believe not Moses' writings, how shall ye believe My
words 1" To this we may add the fact of OUl" Lord talking with him,
when with Elias he was permitted to appear in glory on the Mount of
Transfiguration, and to speak of the decease which the Lord was to
accomplish at Jerusalem (Luke ix. 30 and 31).
How different is
this Moses from the Moses of the more a.dvanced writers of the
" Higher Criticism"! The imaginary Moses, according to that view, is
the Moses of the exile, Moses of the priestly code; I need not add, the
Moses of this criticism connot be harmonised with the Moses of
Christ.
This is a
3. Next let me refer to the book of Deuteronomy.
subject in which nearly all higher critics are agl'eed, that the book of
Deuteronomy was never written by Moses. Wellhausen tells us that
" in all circles where appreciation of scientific results can be looked for
at all, it is recognised that it was oomposed in the same age, as that in
which it was discovered," viz., in the days of Josiah. Another writer
(in" Lux Mundi") says, "We may suppose Deuteronomy to be a republication of the law in the spirit and power of Moses, put dramatically into his mouth." Another writer (Dr. Driver) is quite willing
to concede that the laws in Deuteronomy are not inventions, but mostly
the reproductions of more ancient enactments; but he, like the rest,
assigns the composition of the book to some unknown writer of the
age of Manasseh or Josiah. On this point all are agreed, that in
Deuteronomy we may have Mosaic traditions, b~t that the actual composer of the book was some pious unkno,wn Jew, who some seven or
eight centuries after the days of Moses put dramatioally into the
mouth of the great legislator this republication of the law.
Now, on
the other side, we may say, that QUI' Lord on three separate occasions·
refers to Deuteronomy.
The first passage is that I before referred to
(John v.), when he said, "Moses wrote of Me."
He most likely re• "Christus Comprobator," p. 137.
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ferred to Deut.. :Wlll. U, ill which Moses is represented as haviug
solemnly declared to all Israel, that the Lord their God would mise up
unto them a Prophet from the midst of them, of their brethreu, like
unto !Um that was speaking to them. But I think the Lord's reference IS not to be confined to this passage; every type and typical ceremony in which the Messiah was prefigured in the Mosaic ritual must
be deemed to be included in Christ's words.
Another passage is one
frqm Deut. vi. 4 and 5.
A lawyer, te~ptinO" the Lord Jesus, asked
Him, "Which is the great cornman.dment in the law 1 "
To this the
Lord replies, "The first of all the commandment.s is this, HeaT, 0
Israel, the Lord our Lord is one Lord; and thou shalt love the Lord t.hy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength."
Is it reasonable to suppose that He
would thus have made an exact citation of these two solemn verses of
Deuteronomy, if the book had been the lat&-formed composition or
fabrication which it is alleged to be1
Still more may we note the
'use of Deuteronomy which our Lord made in His conflict with the
tempter.
We know that three great temptations were directed by
Satan, and we know that each was repelled, simply and conclusi,ely
by a passage from the written ' Word of God.
And when we ask
from what part of the Old Testament were they all taken, we know
well they came each' from the book of Deuteronomy.
Two came
from the 6th chapter and one from the 8th, all three purporting
to form part of the second solemn address given by Moses
to all Israel in t.he land of Moab.
Each is introduced by our Lord
with the solemn words, ''It is written.", Each involves an appeal to
an authority behind the words which Satan himself not only recog, nises, but with which he seeks to enhance one of his own temptations.
Can such passages owe, their origin to the ideas of a writer ill the
days of J osiah 1 Says Dr. Sinker: * " It is to our mind inconceivable that
such appeals should have been made to Ulat book, if the new theory
of it be true.
"Vill the Christian who believes that Christ is the
very Alpha and Omega of the Old Testament, maintain that this book,
,so dignified, was but a fabrication, a dishonest forgery 7,.
4. I refer to our L01'd's allusions twelve or thirteen times to his"
torical events in the Old Testament, beginning with Genesis a.nd ending 2nd Chronicles.
I can only just refer to a few of them. The
death of Abel, the flood, "Remember Lot's wife," the burning bush,
the manna., the brazen serpent, the healing of Naaman, Elijah's being
sent to the widow of Zarephath, the visit of the Queen of She,ba to
Solomon, the murder of Zechariah.
In all these the Lord speaks
most plainly of well-known events and historical personages.
He
uses iliem in the most solemn manner in His doctrinal teaching to the
people, in His answers to His adversaries, in. His refereu?es to His
second glorious coming, and to the destructlOn and pUl1lshment of
the world.
Can we for a moment suppose He was only referring to
mythical personages and events, and using them only as similes or
parables of things which ha.d no real existence?
• "Higher Criticism," p. '174.
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5. Let us take His reference to the Psalms.

In Mark xii. 36, we

Te~d Christ said, " For David himself said by the Holy Ghost, Jehovah
saId ~o My Lord, Sit thou on My right hand, till I make Thine

enemIes Thy footstooL"
Our Lord here distinctly states that this
llOth Psalm is David's, and that it is a Messi·anic prophecy.
To
.say that the Saviour simply accepts the current view as held by the
'Scribes for the mere sake of argument, though He knew the facts
were otherwise, is to play with the clearest words. "There are
simply two alternatives," says Dr. Sinker," "either our Lord, for the
direct purpose of His teaching, uttered this dual truth, which we a.re
absolutely safe in accepting from His lips, or, inasmuch as He knew
not better, He taught and argued on the basis of this His 'imperfect
'knowledge, simply a fallible Rabbi, no freer from errancy than other
Rabbis.
6. Let me refer to a few of His remarks upon Old Testament ProWe find He refers twice to Jonah, twice to Isaiah by name,
rphecy.
twice to words of Hosea, "But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I
will have mercy and not sacrifice." . When He speaks of the Baptist,
He refers to· Mal. iii.
When He. purges the temple, He refers to two
, -of the old Prophets (Isaiah lvi.' 7; Jer. vii. 11).
In His last great
pl'ophecy, He alludes by name to the prophet Daniel, "to whom
modem criticism denies the name of a prophet, and even of a trust'l'l"orthy historian."
And when He stands before the High Priest, He
.adopts words from the same Prophet-" Art thou the Christ, the
.sou of the blessed 7
And Jesus said, I am; and ye shall see the
:Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the
.clouds 6f heaven" (Dan. vii. 13; Mark xiv. 62).
Thus He COlltinually referred to and quoted the Prophets, without the slightest hint
that they were not strictly true.
And when our blessed Lord was
.dying on the Cross He was anxious that the Scriptures might be
fulfilled to the very letter. . He speaks the word, " I thirst" ; and with
the words of the old Psalmist on His lips, "Father, into Thy hands I
.commend my spirit" (Psalm xxxi. 5). He who came to fulfil prophecy,
And when He 'came forth in His
fulfilled it with His dying breath.
resurrection body, and we see Him now the triumphant victor over
·death; as He walks with two disciples toward Emma,us, is there any
change 110W in the previous high tone as to the ancient Scriptures7
Surely 110.
He upbra.ids the two despondent disciples, with their
folly and wlbelief, in not "believing all that the prophets have
spoken" (Luke xxiv.). "And begi1llling at Moses and all the Prophets,
He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
Himself."
And when He is about to ascend into heaven, in His
last address on Olivet, He sets His final seal on Messianic prophecy in
the great authenticating declaration, "that all things must be ful·
filled which were written in the law of Moses and in the Prophets,
and in the Psalms concerning Me." Dr. Sinker'st remarkhere'is well
:worthy of note: "Will it be held that any form of the Kenotic theory
. avails here7
Can it,be that the Christ, who a few short weeks... .)1'
. -------_._----------------------,--t "Higher Criticism," p. 172.
.~" Higher Criticism;" p. 175..
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days afterwards made the. claim, 'All power is given unto Me in
heaven and earth,' was but fallible 'I God be thanked, no."
7. One other passage only will I quote.
It is from John x., when
the Sa,viour was arguing with the Jews.
He had just given utterance to the most solemn truth, "I and My Father are one." The
Jews were amazed at His language, and were proceeding to stone
Him.
To defend the most sublime and mysterious of His doctrines,
He rests upon an expre'ssion in the 82nd Psalm, "Is it not written
in your law, I said ye are gods ~" He then seems to pause, and fixing
His eyes upon the doctors, says, " And the Scripture cannot be broken.'"
Schrevelius translates it, "The Scripture cannot be made of none
effect," and Professor Gaussen renders it, "The Scripture cannot be
destroyed," and adds, " As if Christ had said, 'Beware! There is not
in the sacred books either an expression which can be questioned, or a
word which may be neglected. That which I quote to you from the
82nd Psalm is traced by the hand of Him who made the heavens.'
Is it possible to admit that the Being who made such a
Had He
use of the Scriptures did not believe in their truth ~
imagined that the wo.rds of the Bible were left to the free choice and
pious fantasies of the sacred writers, would He ever have resorted to,
the thought of grounding such arguments on such an expression ~ "
Can
Thus did Christ hold fast to, and believe, the Scriptures.
we for one moment believe that He thus spoke of them, in accommodation to the false notions and opinions current among the J ews ~ Could
He descend to such spurious inventions ~ Yea, we find Him thus reproving the Jews, "Why do ye transgress the commandments of
God by your tradition ~" and, " In vain do they worship Me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of men." In this connection, the
great and learned Dr. Tregelles remarks, in his book on Daniel, "To·
suppose that Christ used words which would sanction an opinion of
theirs that Daniel was a Prophet, unless this were truly the case, and,
unle'ss his book were truly divine Scripture, is to introduce
a thought utterly at variance with the whole character and
course of our Lord's teaching and actions.
How would,
He, have said, 'The Scripture cannot be broken,' if He hadl
not only sanctioned others in their use of a spurious book as being
Holy Scripture, but had also so used it Himself~"*
I could introduce a great many more quotations as showing the use
our blessed Lord made of the Scriptures, but I forbear, and will only
say in conclusion that I am deeply pained that so many excellent men seem to be led away from the truth, and are unsettling the minds and faith of many unstable professors. I believe
that God cannot lie or deceive anyone; as St. Paul to Titus writes,.
" In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before'
the world began;" I believe the Lord Jesus is "the truth," as well
as "the way and the life"; that the Holy Ghost is "the Spirit of
truth," and that He will guide those who earnestly seek Him into all
I believe that" God's Word issaving truth, and will glorify Christ.
" "Remarks on Daniel," by·S. P. Tregelles, LL.D., p. 223.
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tr~th;" and that "His Word is true from the beginning; and every
one of His righteous judgments endureth for ever" (Psalm cxix. 160).
For ma.ny years my only hope and trust have been on the Person,
on the work and word of the Saviour-that He is true, that He.
means what He says, that He will never fail the soul that trusts in
Him; in this faith I hope to live, I hope to die.
It is Cecil who
says; "I ask myself what is my hold and support-what will remain
with me when everything else is washed away 7 To recollect a proNothing will do but the Bible."
mise of the Bible, this is substance!
There is a verse which well expresses my hope : -

" Upon a life I did not live;
Upon a death I did not die;
Another's death, another's life,
On these I stake my soul's eternity."

But, oh! if that Saviour is not trustworthy.
Oh! if He is deceiviflg'
me, and representing to me things as true which are not true,what shall become of me 7 To whom shall I turn 7 in whom can
I pla.ce my trust 7 Shall we not rather say, "Lord, to whom
shall we go 7 Thou hast the words of eternal life." There are plenty
to draw us a.side, and lead us from the truth-plenty to offer us speculations, doubts, and cruel theories. But," Lord, to whom shaH we'
go'I" Thou art faithfulness, and truth, and love. Let us never lle
1l10n"d from trust in Thee. Thou art the Rock of Ages; I will evel~
rest in Thee.
" Thou art the source and centre of all minds,
Their only point of rest, eternal Word!
From Thee departing, they are lost, and rove
At random, without honour, hope, or peace."-" The Task."

PRECIOUS BLOOD.
IN all our approaches to the mercy-seat let us ever be mindful of
the blood of Christ; this clears the way. This is the wonderful key
which opens the palace gates of heaven.
This is only one title of
admission; this secures Oilr welcome. God loves the blood of His dear
Son, and delights to honour it. When He sees it sprinkled over the
person of a sinner, He loves that man, and can withhold nothing
from him. When He sees that blood sprinkled over any of our services,
th::>se services are an odour of a sweet smell-a sacrifice acceptable,.
well pleasing in His sight. This precious blood is ours by the faith
of Jesus. We may take it and use it, and plead it through the'
teaching of the blessed and eternal Spirit.-Dean Law.
THE best ground untilled soonest runs out into rank weeds: such
are God's children, overgrown with security ere they are aware,
unless they be well exercised both with God's plough of affliction, and
their own industry in meditation. A man of knowledge that is'
either negligent or uncorrected cannot but grow wild and godless.Halt.

Tlte Gospel JVfagazitte.
THE POHTHAIT.-THE ·REV. THOMAS JONES, M.A.
I' CHAPLAIN OF ST.'SAVIOUR'S OHURCH, SOUTHWA.RK.
~1T is regrettable that any of the portraits of God's mini;;terial

:aervants appearing in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE during that 'period of
its history which covers the latter part of the eighteenth century-peculiarly identified with the Evangelica,l Revival-should
have been unaccompanied by biographical records of their subjects.
'The engravings themselves, executed specially for this monthly publi,ca,tion, were certainly creditable works of art, and, we may a.dd, it
.has been the aim of Messrs. W. H. and L. Collingridge to repro·duce a selection from them with the help of the most modem an,istic
methods.
We are indebted to the kindness of Mr. J. T. Maitland, of Croydoll, a
warm-hearted supporter of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, for SOllle helpful
notes on the history of the Rev. Thomas Jones, M.A., chaplain of St.
'saviour's, Southwark, whose portrait we reproduce from one that appeared in our pages in 1777. Owing to the difficulty of collecting
;materials for the sketch, we postpone till next month the biography of
-this eminent servant of Christ, for whom s'Uch blessecf men as tlJe Rev.
A. M. Toplady, the Rev. William Bomaine, and the Rev. John NewtOll
.entertained unqualified esteem. Should any or our readers possess information likely to be of use to us in the preparation of Mr. Jones's
life and labours we shall be grateful to receive it-at their ea.rliest
.convenience.
Mr. Maitland has written the appended interesting alticle, as supplementary to our last month's sketch of the Rev. Erasmus Middleton.
ERASMUS MIDDLETON, RD.
(See Portrait in May number.)

MIDDLETON, son of Erasmus and Ann, his wife, was bom ill
the parish of Horncastle, co. Lincoln, and baptised in the Church, May
..30, 1739. His youthful days were not unt.ainted with frailties to which
.fallen nature is prone, and throughout life he expressed his deep
:sorrow that he indulged his sinful inclinations until his 22nd year,
when it pleased the Holy Spirit to awaken him to a knowledge of his
.rondition before God. The law was applied to his conscience severely j
.he stro·ve by fasting, self-denial, prayer, and attendance on Divine
:service to atone for the past, and to make himself acceptable to
..God, but without effect. To habituate his mind to the scene of death
,he slept in a hearse until on awakening one morning he found that
his clothes had adhered to the vehicle (some repairs having taken
place during the previous day), and so terrible was the shock to his
agitated and alarmed mind that he dared not repeat this form of
:mortification. At length delivered from fear, and assured of pardon
through Jesus Christ, his mind, was in a special manner directed
-towards the ministerial office, and under the roof of Joseph Townsend,
Rector of Pewsey, Wilts, he acquired sound classical knowledge, so that
.be matriculated at Oxford (St. Edmund Hall), 4th June, 1767, aged
EItA"MUS

THE LATE REV. THOMAS JONES, A.M.

Reproduced from an Engraving wlzicl, appeared in the
in 1777.
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, ~8 years. The regrettable affair of the expulsion .in March, 1768, for
· alleged "Methodism," created. a public scandal in the county, and at·
-tracfed the beneficent attention of the banker, William Fuller, especially
· :to.the case of Mr. Middleton. This gentleman generously offered sub· :st8.ntial help, and was the means of entering Mr. Middleton's name, on
·the boards of King's College, Cambridge, where, under the well-known
statute of Elizabeth, clergymen could after a period take the degree
,0'£ RD. Ordained deacon in Lisburn Church, by Dr. Traill, Bishop :of
Down and Connor, 7th May, 1769, he bec;;tme. minister of a small
, 'Episcopal congregation at Dalkeith until Wednesday, 13th May, 1772.
His first text was 2 Cor. iv. 5, his last, Acts xx. 17-32. He re-visited
Dalkeith from time to time, administering the Communion J Wle
7th, 1772 j and again about the period of his marriage in 1775 he
·officiated there. He was ordained Presbyter by the same Bishop, April
,Qth, 1772.
, Miss Margaret Grierson attended the chapel with her parents. The
·first time Mr. Middleton saw her enter he felt affection towards her,
· brit he determined, by God's help, not to discover the same either to her
·01' others.
After a few months she became much impressed with the
power of Divine truth j her conviction of sin was deep, and the fear of
-God's wrath drove her almost to despair, but the Lord spoke pa-rdon
And peace to her soul by the powerful application of these words, " God
, 80 loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
'believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life "-a
:passage dear to her heart from that day. The marriage took place at
Dalkeith 10th May, 1775. At first her relations did not approve of the
,step, 'as Mr. Middleton had no preferment j they afterwards acquiesced,
.and her mother (at least) was brought to a knowledge of redemption
through the blood of Jesus, and for some years resided with her
.daughter at Blackfriars, a.nd is mentioned by Mr. Toplady in his
works. It was in accordance with Divine mercy that Mrs. Middleton
·;and some of her relations should be called to love and confess that truth
'which her paternal grandfather (the celebrated "Lagg," the· pe'rse.cutor) and her maternal ancestors had abhorred. WheJ;l. Mr. Middleton came to Dalkeith all was darkness in the congregation j he left
it with many awakened therefrom, and in some neighbouring places
He
"he appears to have had those who welcomed his ministrations.
·came to London from Dalkeith, and became Sunday afternoon Lecturer
,of St. Ethelburga, Bishopsgate Street, preaching his first SeTIIlOn there
June 21st, 1772, from Acts xi. 23, and his last on Sunday, 22nd
.January, 1773, from Isaiah xxx. 7. On the morning and afternoon of
.June 28th he took Mr. Romaine's place at Blackfria-rs, and on the
'followrng Thursday at St. Du stan's. The texts were Psalm lxxxix. 19
',en Sunday, and Romans vi. 14 at St. Dunstan's. He first heard Mr.
Romaine at Blackfrial's on Sunda~T, 12th July. He assisted at Black-friars, and occasionally at various churches in the City and suburbs
-through 1773.
Tuesday Lecturer of St. Helen, Bishopsgate, 12th
()etober, 1773 j text, Haggai ii. 19. .Many interesting eQtries are re.eorded throughout his text book : ,
. . " 1774. Sunday, 23rd January, at Mr. Hick's, Ruslingworth, morn-
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iug, Eph. ii. 8; afternoon, Psalm cvii. 7. Sunday, 20th February, Mr,
Spencer preached at St. Ethelburga.
(Rector of Winkfield, near
Bradford-<Jn-Avon.) Mr. Spencer was a great friend of Mr. Romaine r
who speaks of him as "that good man" (Romaine's Letters, lxxxii.).
Appointed Lecturer of St. Benet's, Gracechurch Street. First Sermon;
there, Sunday, 29th January, 1775, on Genesis i. 26.
" 1775. Sunday, December 3rd, began this day to assist Mr.
Romaine at the Lord's Supper every Sunday. Tuesday, 26th Decem·'
bet·, at St. Helen's, Mr. Toplady preached.
"1776. Tuesday, 2nd .Tanuary, at St. Helen's; Mr. Toplady
preached. Tuesday, 30th January, at St. Helen's; Mr. Rose preached..
(Rector of Beckenham and of Carshalton, a friend of Newton).
During Mr. Toplady's occupancy of Orange Street chapel Mr. Middle-·
ton constantly assisted him whenever possible:
"1779. Sunday, 8th August; morning, lectured at Rockdale (seat
of Grierson family), in the Barn, on first five verses of Psalm cvii., and!
preached on 7th verse j afternoon, on Eph. ii. 7. On Tuesday, 10th
August, at same place, on Deut. v. 28, 29." [Mr. MiddIeton had more
than a hope that Sir Robert had received the truth into his heart.]
"1782. Sunday, 19th May, at Morden, Surrey (for Dr. Piers); mornmg, Matt. xiv. 27 j afternoon, Genesis xxxi. 13. Wednesday, 17th·
July, at Ikleford, Herts (for Dr. Piers), on Acts xi. 23.
"1783. Sunday, 4th May, at Carshalton; morning, Zech. ix. 12 j
afternoon, Luke xii. 35, 3'7 j " [and frequently during this summer heofficiated for William Rose, his friend, the Rector thereof.]
He became curate to Mr. Cadogan at Chelsea, 15th January, 1786,.
and resigned the same 21st August, 1797. He then preached in various·
churches for his friends, including Mr. De Cretlogan, at Godstone, and
assisted Mr. Davies at St. Margaret's Chapel, Westminster, until he'
was appointed by Miss Fuller (daughter of Willia= Fuller, deceased),.
of Ponder's End, Middlesex, Rector of Turvey, Beds, 1st February,.
1804. On Good Frida.y evening he preached in Olney Church for Mr.
Mitchell (curate of Olney, but afterwards of All Saint.;;', Leicester), on
1 Peter ii. 1, and his first sermon at Tmyey was on Easter Day, 1804,.
on Proverbs xxv. 25. His last sermons (as recorded by himself) were"
preached there on the Sunday before Easter, April 7, 1805, from Phil.
.
ii. 5-15, and St. Luke viii. 4-15.
The death of Mrs. MiddIeton, January 3rd, 1802, greatly affected her'
husband's heaJ.th, and from that date he gradually became more infirm.
The intense labour entailed by the compilation of " Biographia Evange-'
lica" aJ.so much affected 4is health, and it was thought that his con·
stitution (never very robust) suffered considerably therefrom.
Mrs.
Middleton was an eminent Chrisban, her loss was widely felt--indeed,.
she was spoken of as" the elect lady," and. was an especial favourite·
of Mr. Romaine, who would call upon her for spirituaJ. conversation, to·
the envy of many who were not so favoured. She was buried in·
Chelsea churchyard, 11th January, 1802, but the stone has perished.
After Mr. Cadogan's decease Mr. Sturges (his successor) was at first
friendly towards Mr. Middleton; afterwards he became unpleasant,.
and as a necessary consequence his curate resigned his charge. The"
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"Bishop of London was so hurt at the treatment Mr. Middleton had
received that he enclosed, a draft for £50, in a letter of fatherly
sympathy, and subsequently sent him £20 for his expenses on a
journey undertaken for his health's sake, a41d £20 more on Mrs.
Middleton's death. He was so beloved at Chelsea, and had by his
prudence alld admirable life so overcome all hostility that the
parishioners besought Lord Cadogan to present him to the Rectory.
His Lordship's hatred to his kinsman's (the Hon. and Rev. W. B.
Cadogan) fearless adherence to the Gospel could not be overcome, and
he declined to grant their petition, alld Mr. Sturges was appointed.
About five weeks anterior to his decease he was stricken by a fit of
apoplexy, but he quickly recovered, and was able to resume his duty.
Towards the end of April he had hoped to have visited his friends in
town, but feeling somewhat indisposed, he was unable, and on the
morning of the 25th, between four and five o'clock, he complained of
a pain between his shoulders, and in less than an hour, reclining his
head upon the pillow, without any visible emotion, feU asleep in Jesus
in the 66th year of his age. Mr. Davies preached his funeral sermon
at- Turvey, on St. Matthew xxv. 21, on Sunday, May -5th, 1805. The
portrait in the "Gospel Magazine" was taken when at Dalkeith, the
later portrait in the "Evangelical Magazine," 1805, from a picture
taken at Chelsea; and the likeness in Turvey vestry .from a medallion
still in possession of his family. These are all very pleasingly executed. The picture frorn which the engraving in the "Evangelical
Magazine," 1805, is drawn, was by Mr. Medley, son of the hymn writer.
Mr. and Mrs. Middleton were intimate friends of A. M. Toplady;
he spent much of his time, when staying in London, with them. The
Rev. Abraham Maddock, curate to J ames Hervey, then of Kettering,
and afterwards of Creaton, was much attached to Mr. Middleton. To
their friendship we owe the sketch of Ma.ddock in " Biographia Evangelica "-80 most interesting account of a most favoured man. Romaine
speaks of him thus in Letter !xxiii;: "One of the most successful
preachers of this day, my intimate for thirty-five ye,ars, curate of
Creaton, Northamptonshire, is just gone to rest."
A strong and rooted objection existed in the minds of the
old· fashioned High Churchmen in favour of using Sternhold
and Hopkins' version of the Psalms only in worship.
Mr.
Middleton desired to introduce a small collection of hymns
which could be sung in that portion of the service where
an - anthem is permitted.
Accordingly, he compiled
from
good Evangelical sources a selection, adapting a hymn to that Psalm
which treated of the same subject, and prefixed to each Romaine'g
headings to his own selections from Sternhold for the use of his own
Church in 1775. Consequently, so far as Mr. Middleton is concerned,
there is nothing original in the 12mo. volume. Romaine's 12mo. in
1775 was bound up with the celebrated essay on Psalmody.
The particulars of the last days of Mr. Middleton's life are as
follows: An intimate friend recorded that the last time they conversed
he dwelt for several hours on the worth of immortal souls, and on his
earnest desire for the salva.tion of hisne,w charge. He expl~ned how
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God had prospered him in this situation-what a wide door of utterance was opened to him; with what pleasure the people received' th~ .
message of the Gaspel; what first-fruits of its effects were visibl&
amongst them; and how he himself rejoiced in the hope of a glorious- .
ha,rvest. " I am just come" (said he) "to spend the last five minutesof my life with them. Had I but a little health I should be the
happiest man alive." At the beginning of his last illness his expressionswere peculiarly affecting. With uplifted hands and tears rolling
down his cheeks, he prayed for the precious souls committed to hischarge, and appealing to God, added-" Thou knowest, 0 my graciousGod, I plead not for my own sake, but for the welfare of these preciousSQuls: If it be Thy wise and Holy will, spare me a little longe! for
their sakes; for myself, I would wish to depart from this frail body,
and to be with Christ, which is faJ' better. Oh, blessed be God' f01"" .
Christ, that unshaken Rock! Here I am secure; here I rest with
entire confidence. I can trust niy all into His hands, for I know
Whom I have believed.
'He hath made with me an everlastingCovenant, ordered in all things and sure, This is all my salvation and.
all my desire.'"
W'hen spoken to relative to the "Bank of Faith," his reply was,
"Yes, I could write one too, so wonderful have. the providential dealings of God been with me." His daughter, Mrs. Hull, of Olney, retained her faculties to the last She lived to the ripe age of 88-a'
wonderful old lady, whose conversation was of the highest interest t<>those who reverenced her dear father and his friends of blessed
J. T. MAITLAND.
memory.
'fHE WISE COUNSELLOR.
we lay the plot of our own affairs and then come to God,
not for counsel, but blessing, self only shall give us counsel how to'
act. Because we believe there is a God who governs the world, we
will desire Him to contribute success.
God is not consulted with
till the counsel of self be fixed, then God must be the executor of
our will; self must be the principal, and God the instrument to,
hatch what we have contrived. It is far worse when we beg of God,·
to favour wme sinful aim, ,The Psalmist says, "If I regard
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." I~liquity r~garded'
as the aim in prayel renders the prayer useless, and the supplIant an
atheist, in daring to debase the Lord to back his lust by the Lord's,
holy providence.-Cha1·nock.

'VHE~

;

PRAY often, for prayer is a shield to' the soul, a sacrifice to God, ~n'd:'
a scourge to Satan.-Bnnyan. .
''',' ,
YOUR bewailed infirmities do 'not break the bond of the everlasting ~
Covenant. The bond of' the' Covenant holds firm, notwithstanding
'your 'defects and weaknesses (J er. xxxii. 4(»). "Iniquities prevail,,'
against me," saith David j yet in the same breath he adds, "As for,
our transgressions, Thou shalt purge them away" (Psalm ,xv. 3). He
is still thy God, thy Father, for all this.-Flavel.

•
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
leading national event of the present month, so far as the eye or '
man can foresee, is the Coronation of King Edward VII., which is fixed
to take place at 'Westminster Abbey on Thursday, the 26th instant.
On that occasion his Majesty, in obedience to the laws which secure
the throne to him and his successors, "being Protestant," will
solemnly swear on the four Holy Gospels, that he will, to the utmost'
of his power, "maintain the laws of God, the true profession of the'
Gospel, and the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law.'"
Subsequently, a copy of the inspired Word of God-though, we regret:
to add, with the uninspired books of the Apocrypha bound up with"
it-will be placed in the hands of the crowned Sovereign, and these"
sentences addressed to his Majesty by the Archbishop of Canterbury
(Dr. Temple),:-" Our gracious King, we present you with this Book"
the most valuable thing that this world affords. Here is Wisdom;
This is the Royal Law; These are the lively Oracles of God." It is,
much to be regretted that the appended sentences, which were used
when the King's godly Mother was crowned 011 June 28, 1838, are to"'
be omitted. They follow immediately on the words above quoted:
"Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this
Book; th8.t keep and do the things in it. For these are the words of'
eternal life, able to make you wise and happy in this world; nay, wise
unto salvation, and so happy for evermore j through faith which is in
Christ Jesus, to vVhom be glory for ever. Amen." Thus was the'
Word of God honoured when our late Christian Queen was crowned,.
and all through her long reign she recognised the supreme authority
of the Divine Book. But times, alas, have changed! And we have today to deplore the humiliating fact that the exhortation formerly addressed to the Sovereign on the occa!lion of the presentation
of the Coronation Bible will be deliberately omitted, while the particular copy of the pure Word of God formally placed in the King'shands will also contain the corrupt traditions of man-among them
legends and lies directly contrary to the inspir.ed Scriptures of truth.
Nor is thi~ the only affront done to the Majesty of the Most High.
For, while at former Coronations God's Ten Commandments were'
officially read in the hearing of our Protestant Sovereigns-that Law
to which earthly kings as well as their subjects are accountable t.o"
their Creator-Edwa.rd VII. will be crowned in accordance with a
ritual from which the legal claims of Him by whom kings reign
will be, of intention, omitted as non-existent! How striking is the'
contrast "between the spirit of this proposed ceremonial and that
which ruled when Edward VI.-the godly boy King-wascrowneq!
Seein!): orilyswords of State carried in the procession, he called attenti;ilto the fad that there ,vas yet one sword lacking, and was not
satisfied untii the Bible, "the sword' of the Spirit," was ca.rried before. '
him. Perhaps there is little reason to wonder why the Scriptural,
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.character of the forthcoming Coronation service has been so grievously
altered, when it is remembered that an Ultramontane Papist is the
State official charged with the ceremonial arrangements of the fllllCtion.-Mr. WaIter Walsh, author of the "Secret History of the
Oxford Movement," has just published, through Mess-rs. Swan, SonnellBchein, and Co. (London), a deeply-interesting and able volume entitled
"The Religious Life and Influence of Queen Victoria." Other pens
may be left to deal with the biography of the affectionately-remembered Sovereign in its relation to politics, the developments of modern
Bcience, and the growth of the British Empire, but Mr. Walsh has
preferred to sketch her prolonged, influential reign from the standpoint of the Bible. The book, which is beautifully got up, introduces the reader to many incidents affecting the Queen's Christiau
character and profession, which will probably strike him as quite new
and pleasingly intere,sting. The author, in the course of his work,
quotes various original documents, bearing on the Protestmltism of
the ThI1One, of permanent value, and especially opportune in view of
the Coronation of good Victoria's son and successor.-Another English
Church clergyman, the Rev. Cyprian Browning, ha.s seceded to the
Church of Rome.-On the other hand, we have reason to believe that
large numbers of Roman Catholic priests in England are becoming
increasingly dissatisfied with their position. The prayers of God's
people for such may well ascend continually. Nothing is too hal'd
for the Lord.-The Bishops, as a body, met at Lambeth Palace last
month for what is euphoniously termed a "Quiet Day," when they
were addressed by their Sacerdotalist brother, Dr. Gore, Bishop of
Worcester. Subsequently, a secret conclave of the Bishops of both
Provinces was held, over which Dr. Temple presided. We, with
others, entertain a strong dislike for these "secret" conventions,
at which all sorts of mischievo'us Episcopal schemes and policiesinimical to Evangelical truth and Protestant principles-are concocted
and agreed upon. Their lordships, however, entertain a wholesome
dread of public criticism, especially from the Protestant Press, which
many of their body take frequent opportunities tD denounce.-The
" Protestant Pioneer" for last month, among other interesting matter,
contained an excellent portrait of Mr. John Othen, jun., solicitor,
whose name frequently appears in the Press as the able legal adviser
of Mr. Kensit and other Protestants in va.rious civil actions entailed
upon them in the maintenance of the Protestant cause.

THE WORD OF GOD.
bear in mind in reading it to be on the look out for Him
who is the one great and glorious Object everywhere presented, and
everywhere spoken of! It is of Jesus the whole treats. To Him the
whole points. In Him all the blessings centre. And from Him all
the streams of life, and light, and happiness, as from the only fountain
of all these and every other mercy, flow, both in relation to the life
that now is, and of that which is to come.--Hawker.
ALWAYS
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ENGLAND'S GUILT, AND E GLAND'S PERIL.

By the will of the Bishops, who, with few exceptions, are Romanizers
and Sceptics, the plague of Ritualism continuee to spread its direful
influence in the Church of England. Appeals from aggrieved Church
people are treated with contempt both by the King's Government
and the authorities ecclesiastical. The strain thus placed on consciences loyal to the principles of the Protestant Reformation is be.coming increasingly serious, and unless speedy redress be granted the
da.y' of the Church of our fatherE! will certainly be numbered. The
GOyel1.lIDent Education Bill, now before the legislature, adds another
element of religious strife, the results of which may prove disastrous
to the Establishment. For to nationally subsidise Roman Catholic
and Ritualistic education must inevitably tend to weaken the nation's
adherence to Protestantism and to rear genemtions of English men
and women whose suffrages will be rendered in the interest of the
Papacy.
Added to this evil portent is the affront done to the Majesty of
Heaven, for, to turn from that righteousness which exalteth a nation,
and to support idolatry and superstition in its stead, is a course of
conduct which a jealous God must needs resent in wrathful displeasure,.
Since the lamented death of the late good Queen the Papal authorities in England have become openly more defiant and aggre:ssive.
Plans long since matured, but held in reserve till an auspicious 0CCa-sion for their assertion might arise, are now powerfully operating in
Church and StatB. The fundamental statut.es which secure for us
our Scriptural faith and civil liberties, are denounced by Dr. Vaughan, t.he Duke of Norfolk, and the Papal Hierarchy as intolerable impositions which must be repealed without delay. All legal impediments, it is required, shall be removed, so that a Papist may once·
again sit on the British throne.
So far as resistance to these a.lTogant demands is concerned, not.hing need be expected from the Sacerdotal party in the Church of
England. On the contrary, the Hitualists hate the Protestant Con:stitution of our country a.s bittedy as do the Papists. The Protesta.nt Reformed Religion, t.o be sworn to by King Edward VII. on
the 26th of the present month, is contemned by the considerable
section of Anglicans led by Lord Halifax in language as envenomed
and truculent as any employed by the Pope and his, avowed followers.
The fact is, England is betrayed into the hands of its enemies by our
rulers in both Church and State, and the masses of the' people--enoO"rossed by interests of mere temporal concern-are ignorant of their
perilous position. Covetousness, pleasure, and self-indulgence dominat.B all classes of society, from the most exalted down to the lowest.
The morals of the nation are becoming corrupt, for the pulpits of
.our churches no' longer enforce those divine truths and precepts which
make for purity, righteousness, and godliness.
The deplorable deca,y of vital religion among us is directly trace.able to widesprean deterioration in the testimony of the nation's
accreditcd teachers. Sound doct.rine----:-doctrine of which the infallible
2 II
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Scriptures are the fount and authority-is very la.rgely silenced in
our churches and chapels. Where to-day a·re the successors of Goodwin, Charnock,Whitefield, Romaine, T(}plady, Berridge, Newton, Scott,.
Venn, Evans, ·Wli.ldegrave, Irons, and other faithful witnesses to the
whole counsel cif God-where1 While we are perfectly confident that
the Lord' knoweth them that are His, and that He has reserved to·
Himself an elect number of prophets sufficient for His Covenant purposes,we 'yet necessarily mourn when we call to mind the glory
of the" former house "-the golden days of EvanO'elical testimony.
How is the fine gold become dim!
'"
The ,only hope we see for our backsliding country is in a spiritua.l
revival in the pulpits of (}ur churches. Prayer, fervent prayer, to·
the Divine Head of the one Church of God, for the raising up of
a band of fearless, Spirit-filled witnesses to proclaim afresh the ma·Ildespised doctrines of the Gospel of God's grace, and to cry aloud
concerning the guilt of our land and its rulers, would appear the
urgent requisite of the hour. Let the Lord's remembrancers plead
with Him in their closets, in their families, and in their public assemblies-and continue instant in prayer-until it please Him to hear,.
to answer, and to help. Thus it may be His pleasure to bring the nati(}ll
to repent frf its multiplied sins, to confess and forsake them, and toreturn to the old paths-righteousness and truth.
Of this we feel confident, namely, that idolatry, raIse doctrine,.
and the despite done to the Word of God by the vaunted Higher
Criticism are certainly provoking the wrath of the Most High. Sore
and terrible judgments are already at work in the earth--desolating
wa,rs, decimating pestilences and famines, earthquakes, and eruptions of volcanic fire and vapour capable of sweeping away tens of
thousands of men in a fraction of an hour-these" terrible things in
righteousness" are taking place before our eyes! Yet, how few aTelaying them to heart, and seeking to learn the solemn lessons they
convey! Impenitent England posses·ses no right or title to escape theDivine displeasure. It is only because the Lord owns a godly remnant
in her, who, as His elect, cry continually unto Him on her behalf,
that she is spared for a season the final outpourings of His indignation. "Lord, when Thy hand is lifted up, they will not see j but they
shall see, and be ashamed for their envy toward Thy people [margin] j
yea, the fire of Thine enemies shall devour them." Let England, then,
adopt, and penitently plead with the God of her libert.y, safety, ana
strellO'th-" Remember not, 0 Lord, our offences, nor the offences of
our f~refathers j neither take Thou vengeance of our sins; spare us,
good Lord, spa.re Thy people, whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy
precious blood, and be not angry with us for ever--Spare us, good
Lord" !
THE EDITOR.
. Is thy body, which was once hale and vigorous, now become a
crazy, sickly, pained body to thee, neither useful to God, nor comf~rt
able to thee 1 a tabernacle to groan and sigh in 1 Gfrd hath ordered
this to make thee willing to be divorced from it. The less desirable
life is, the less formidable death willbe.-Flavel.
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PULPIT ECHOES FROM PELDON.
By THE REV D. L. JOHNSON.*

I.
" EX';EH ye in at,the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth· to destruction, and many there be which go in
thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which
leadeth unto life, and few ther~ be 'that find .it" (Matt. vii. 13, 14).
There are but two gates, a wIde and a straIt. There are but two
ways, a broad and a narrow: there are but two destinies, destruction
and life. Consider the· kind of persons treading the two ways, arid
then the two ways; the characteristics of the one being easily trodden
because of its being a downward course, abundance of company therein;
whilst in the other there are many difficulties, because of its be,ing a
climbing, upward course; and one of comparative solitude. Destruction, not annihilation, overtakes those in the broad way, endless ruin
and hopeless misery; while life, which is complete holiness and happiness in the presence of. God, is the portion of those in the naJ.TOW way.
Christ Himself is the strait gate (door), the Way and the Life. And
to enter by this gate is to believe in and come to Christ. To trea.d the
narrow way, isto follow, live upon and live for Christ. To attain the
life is to live with Christ, which is the consummation of life--" For
w hoso findethMe findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord.
But
he that siImeth against Me, wrongeth his own soul; all they that hate
Me love death."
Il.
" X Oil" as He walked by the sea of Galilee He saw Siffion and
Audrew his brother casting a net into the sea, for they were fishers.
A~ Jesus said unto them, Come ye after Me, and I will make you
fishers of men" (Mark i. 16-20). Here we have the call of Simon and
Andrew, James" and John. Christ's recognition of them, command to
them and design concerning them. Their earthly avocation; full and
complete surrender, and unwavering, unquestioning obedience. Theirs
was a three-fold calling (compare the text with John 1. 35 and 42, and
Luke ,. I-H). They were called (a) to fellowship with Him; (b) to
be followers of Him ; (c) to be witnesses for Him. So His people now:
They were called from a lower to a higher fishing, as David was called
from a lower to a higher feeding (Psalm lxxviii. 70-71). 'l'hey were
called to he "fishers of men," to cast the Gospel net (Matt. xiii. 47,
48). What a privilege and responsibility! Oh, for more faithfulness
and devotion to Him I
Ill.
"And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places
whither thou goest, and will bring thee again unto this land: for I
will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to
thee of" (Genesis xxviii. 15). Here is an encouraging assurance of
God's presence, and a faithful promise of protection, provision and
• Culled from letters, 'and communicated by" R."
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preservation. Both the assurance a.ud the promise were abundalltly
verified in Jacob's experience (Genesis xxxi. 3; xxxv. 6; xlviii. 15 alld
1~). The Lord is ever with His people. Jehovah the Father (Isaiah
xlI. 10), the Son (Matt. xxviii. 20), and the Holy Ghost (John xiv. 16).
Th~ L~rd alw~;ys p/otects: pro.vides for and preserves His people (Psalm
CXXl. 0; cxxxu. lu; 2 TUll. IV. 18).
He IS not only WIth them, but
He will never leave them (Joshua xvi. 5; 1 Chronicles xxviii. 20; Heb.
xiii. 5). " Until" does not imply that the Lord would ultimately
leave Jacob: it is rather an emphatic, reiterated assurance. The Lord
will not leave His people "until" He has safely landed them in
eternal glory, where they shall be for ever with Him (1 Thess. iv. 17).
SUBSTANCE OF AN ADDRESS
By MR. JAMES WRIGHT, OF BRISTOL, ON PSALM

lxii.

IN the compass of the first six verses we have the word "only" repeated five times.
In verses 1 and 2 the Psalmist tells out to God the
condition of his soul through grace, he makes a profession of simple
confidence in the living God, telling Him that it is "only" on Him
his ~oul wa.its, and tha,t He is his " only" Rock and Salvation. The
one, you see, is the ground of the other, because God is his only
Rock, God is his only trust. "Only, my soul, waiteth upon God." "He
only is my RocL"
Then in verse 4 the word is used to express tlle
inveterate, hostility of the enemies of God's people.
"They only
consult. to cast him down from his excellency."
As the, Psalmist has
his trust only in God, so his enemies have only one object, and that is,
to cast him down from the consciouooe,ss of his safety in God. And
then in verses 5 >1nd 6 we have it again repeated twice, showing- his
unvarying confidence of soul, and that there was only one source fronl
which he expected strength and help, and that, because he was a,,-are
of the one settled object of his enemies.
Now, beloved, this Psalm is a Psalm for all times. \'1e, the saints
of God, have a bitter foe, an unrelenting enemy, one "hose object
from day to day, and from hour to hour, is to cast us down from our
excellency.
And what is our "excellency" 1 The rest of fait.h.
"We which have believed do enter into rest."
Hest of cOllscieuce,
through the finished work of Christ, in which the holy Father is
satisfied; perfect rest of conscience, in the consciousnelSs th"t th"
O'uilt of sin is for ever removed from us by the one offering of Christ, and
that there is, "no condemnation to them who are in Christ J esus/'
Rest of mind and heart in the midst, 'it may be., of very tumultuous
circumstances in this life,. Rest of mind, in the knowledge that the
One who atoned for our sins on the Cross, now sits on the tIu'one, and
wields a universal sceptre-that He is our true Joseph, without whotU
no man can move hand or foot, and the moment faith realises ;;hat,
we enter into rest of mind. Rest of conscience is one thing, that depends on simple faith in the finished work of Christ.
Rest of mind,
is rest in 8.nother thing-in the realiza.tion that the everlasting, eteif11a1 Son is in -the place of power. "Head over all things t() the
Church," and to every individual in that Church, so that no ha.rm can
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happen to him, but every_ circumstance is really a servant to him to
bless him. "All things work together for good to them that. love
God," without a single exception. And when we thus enter inr.o the
rest of fiith, that is "our excellency." While the· soul is j;.·l't by
the power of God .through faith in that simple rest upon God,
it is at. peace.
Now it is against the maintenance of that perfect rest in the
conseience and in the mind, that the great eneltJy of our souls is
palticularly despiteful. He" only consults to cast us down from
our excellency"" that is his one aim, which aim he pursues undeviatingly, relentlessly, and if he is defeated and defeated, he returns
again to it. '1.'he one ainl of our spiritual enemies spoken of ill
Ephesians vi. is to cast us down frolli our" excellency," the repose
of faitb, and they pursue that end with all manner of hellish wisdom.
The wisdom of the arch-enemy is the result of six thousand years'
experience' and practice against God and His sainl;s, and he is in
himself a spiritu'll enemy of fa-r greater intellectual power than any
human being. This is the foe we have tD deal with.
Oh, how foolish
to undervalue the greatness of the po,wer of our spiritual adversary!
The apprehension of this will lead us to do just what David did, to
charge his soul not to depart from the living God, but to "hold fast the
, beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end." It is not a ma.tter, :mu see, of human strength; God's strength is "made perfect in
wea.klless," and it is when we are most conscious of our personal inability, and that we have no wisdom and strength to meet and defy
our spiritual enemieS', it is then we are enabled in the simplicity of
faith to lay hold of our strength in God. "I was brought low, and
He helped ma" The low place, deal' friends, is the meeting-place
'I'ith God. Never let us. regret when h" the teaching of Scripture
the Holy Spirit humbles us-never let us regret when the searchlight of God's Word humbles us-·whel11 we are brought into the dust,
and our spirits are broken, humble, and contrite before God.
You
know, and I know, that this is the moment of real victory and power,
when, conscious of utter helplessness, we cas.t ourselves upon our
God, and His strength and power.
"Pour out your heart before Him" (verse 8). Then your heart
must be melted; you can't pour out ice 0·1' stone, but you can pour
out water.
And when your heart is really melted it can be poured
out, but not till then.
Now, what is it melts the heart? Jot affliction
merely, not a senile of sin apart from the apprehension of redemption-" Sense of sin doth only harden."
Yes, while it works alone,
"but a sens" of blood-bought pardon, that dissolves a heart of
stone." Beloyed fellow believers, do you complain now of the hardness
of vour hearts 1 Go to the cross, and you will find that that is the
pla.~e where your heart is melted.
Look at the cross now, and don't
let the tempter say, "You have been there, you ha,ve been saved,
and you need not stay looking at the cross," Ah! but it is there we
leam the heart of God-it is there we learn the infinite love of OUl
. adorable Lord Jesus, and it is there we learn the love of the Holy
Spirit who led Him up to that cross.
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Verses 11 and 12. Oh, h()w blessed that power and mercy belulI;;
to the same Almighty God! It would be an awful thought to realize
that we were absolutely in the handfi; of an Almighty Being, if we did
not know the disposition of His heart.
But we know "the good
pleasure of His will" is to bless poor sinners. 'And He has not only
loved in word, the word of promise and grace, but He ha.s loved in
deed, and given out of His bosom His own Son.
'l'hat is t.he everlasting measuring-rod of God',s love.
Never let us measure God's
love to us byciruulllstances, or fall into the mistake of judging God's
heart toward us by His providential dealings.
Let us leam to use
the cross for the purpose for which God has given that doctrine, as
the measuring-rod of His love, ap.d thel key to unlock all the mysteries
of His providences, and to teach us that whatever th-e outward appearance of circumstances may be, the God behind those circumstances is
the God of unchanging love.
THE HEAVENLY BRIDEGROOM.
THIS Bridegroom counts all efforts light to win the bride's regard.
Can it be that Jesus strives to gain unlovely souls 1 But it is so. He
lives when we love. He scarcely seems to reign, until the heart
present her throne. Hence in the Scripture He sends letter upon
letter, each burning with the pure flame of tenderness. Hence He
follows with the fond call, "Turn ye, turn ye." "Look unto Me."
.. Come unto Me." "Return unto Me." "Follow Me." "Abide in
Me." Hence He sends His faithful ministers-the friends of thc
Bridegroom-to plead His cause, to sue in His behalf, to beseech in
His name, to set forth His matchless charms, to show that His love
is as strong as death, and pure as the light, 'and boundless as etemity.
-Dean LltW.
BE S'l'RONG IN THE LORD.
OUR dear Lord, when bound for heaven and ready to take His leave
of His children, bespeaks the Father's care of them in His absence.
" Father, keep them" (John xvii.). As if He had said, They must not be
left alone; they are poor helpless children that can neither stand nor
go without assistance. They will lose the grace I have given them,
and fall into those temptations I have kept them from. while I was
with them, if they are out of Thine eye or arm but one moment; and
therefore, "Father, keep them."-Gurnall.
YOUR deep troubles for the defectiveness of your obedience doth not
,argue you to be less, but more sanctified than those who make no
such complaints; for this proves you to be better acquainted with
your own hearts than others are, to have a deeper hatred of sin than,
others have. and to love God with a more fervent love than others do.
The most eminent saints have made the bitterest complaints upon this
account (Psalm lxv. 3; Rom. vii. 23, 24).-Flavel.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
of the most terrible catastJ'ophes known in the history of the
world has taken place in the West Indies. A volcano in the Island of
Martinique, belonging to France, and another in the Island of St. Vin.cent, belonging to Great Britain, suddenly burst into violent eruption,
and, belching forth enormous quantities of red-hot cinders and boiling
lava" spread death and destruction all around them. The town of St.
Pierre, in Martinique, is practically annihilated, and something like
30,000 human beings axe beli~ved to have perished there. It is sa.id
that not a building remains standing, only heaps of smoking ruins and
.charred bodies, and that the desolation is appalling, and the. scenes
witnessed aJ'e heartrending. So rapid was the outburst; that out of
eighteen ships which were anchored in the haJ'bour, only one, a
British vessel, which had just arrived, and happened to have her
steam up, escaped, and the clllptain described her escape as being
miraculous; nearly all his crew perished through scorching heat and
fearful burns; the ship was covered with tollS of powdered lava, which
remained hot for hours; everything on deck was constantly igniting,
and there was the greatest difficulty in navigating the ship to the
neighbouring Island of St. Lucia, and keeping the flanle& down. At
St. Vincent, one of the most healthy and beautiful of our West Indian
possessions, with its almost paradise of luxuriant foliage, fertile valleys, and exquisite lakes of lovely aqua-marine colours, the northern
portion of the island seems to have been completely destroyed, and at
least 1,800 persons, it is fea.red, have lost their lives. Relief is being
rapidly sent to the survivors, who are still in great jeopardy and
threatened with starvation; and the American Government, especiaIly
distinguished itself by the prompt and liberal maJIDer in which it forwarded help; but the catastrophe will ever remain as a striking illustration of the insecurity of earthly things. What has man to boast
of, when he is liable at any moment to suffer such an awful visitation as this 1 When we think of the oomparatively' extreme thinness
of the earth's crust, and the eno,rmous mass of molten ma.tter, raging
fires, and tremendous heat which seem to be confined in the eart!'J's
centre, and kept from bursting forth simply by that thin crust, it
appears marvellous that more catastrophes of the kind do not occur.
They ,are only kept back by the command and will, of the great
Creator; and possibly-and, we think, probably-they will occur
more frequently as the .end of time draws nearer, when "the earth
and the works that axe therein, shall be burned up," and "the elements shall melt with fervent heat." Oh, to be found "safe in the
arms of Jesus" on that gre-at and terrible day I
()NE

The anniversary or "May" meetings and sermons in the metropolis
have this year been more numerous than ever--over ,three hundred
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-and, notwithstanding un-springlike weather, they have been very
well attended. The chief Societies repo.rt oontinued and very satisfactory p.l'Ogress, but several of them are hampered by serious deficits.
Could not some of our wealthy Christian men put their hands in their
pockets and wipe off these deficits 1

The British and Foreign Bible Society reports the issue of no less
than 5,047,792 copies of the Scriptures, or portions of them, during
the past year, or 20,000 more than the maximum reported two years
ago, and including 70,000 more copies of the whole Bible than it has
ever issued before in one year. This is the more remarkable iuasmuch
as the outbreak of the war in China has reduced the society's annual
sales in that empire by over 400,000 copies. Its income for the
past year was £211,468, but its expenditure was £240,729, the
largest expenditure in any year of the Society's history. Specia.l funds
somewhat meet this large expenditure, but a deficit remains ou the
year's working of £4,851. Besides its most useful colporteurs' and
Bible-women's work, the society has made a special point of circulating
the Scriptures in South Africa, and the report states :-" During this
third successive year of strife and bloodshed the Society has lost no
opportunity of distributing the Gospel of Peace, alike among the
combatants and those who have suffered through the fighting. Most
appreciative and significant testimonies have reached us from army
chaplains, hospitals, and from transport ships, bearing witness to the
bless~ngs which have accompanied the books given to British soldiers.
In South Africa, Dutch Scriptures have been provided for Boer
women and children in various concentration camps, as well as for
the prisoners of war. Special grants have also been made thI'ough
four Indian Auxiliaries to the Boor prisoners in camps at Trichinopoly,
Bellary, Ahm~agar, Shahja.lllinpur, Amba.la., and Sia.lkot, as "ell as
. through the Colombo Auxiliary to prisoners in Ceylon, a.nd direct
fwm the Bible House to prisoners at St. Helena and Bermuda.. Dr.
H. U. Weitbrecht, who recently distributed 1,000 Dutch Bibles and
Testaments to the prisoners in the Punjab, writes as follows:'"\Vhen the peace comes, for which we all pray, I am sure it will be
fo-und that these gifts of Scriptures which the Bible Society has sent
to Boer prisoners in various parts of the world will have done more
than any other measures to promote kindly fe,elings between the
races at present at s.trife. Meanwhile these books are cheering the
prisoners and captives, for whom we pray in their trouble.' "
The a.ttendance at the meetings of the Church Missionary Society
was so largel that it is computed that fully one thousand persons were
turned away from its chief morning meeting, una.ble to find even
standing room, although a large simultaneous meeting of the Society
"as being held at the same time, and the proceedings were marked
by much interest and enthusia.sm. The income of the Society was
£327,000, exceeding all previous years apart from Centenary funds,
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-but its expenditure exceeded this income by nearly .£25,000, or, including the adverse balance of the previous year, .£27,600. Striking:
-accounts were given of the working of the Society, and a spirit of
humble and hearty thanksgiving and praise for what God has enabled His servants to do amongst the heathen seemed to pervadethe meetings; but mention was made that if the Society is to mainix'lin its operations and take advantage of the doors opened for it,
it will need a considerable increase of income.
The Chw'ch Pastoral Aid Society reported the receipt of .£10,000,
the largest sum ever received by the Society at one time except as a
legacy, but this sum did not add to the Society's income, as it wasgiven for a special purpose, viz., t-o relieve the impoverished state.which is becoming more and more acute--of many clergymen. Thegenerous donor added the following words: "People draw back in
fear, in making their donations to the clergy, that their gifts will gO'
to Ritualists and teachers for Rome. Something must be done to'
alleviate the crying shame; and as this is the year of the Coronation,
I caJlnot do better to commemorate it than by sending the Pastoral
Aid Society .£10,000." The Committee decided, with the donor's'
warm approval, to use the larger part of this sum in augmenting poor
benefices permanently secured in Evangelical patronage, and to use:
the rest in relieving more immediate needs. .Already they had recei,ed from other kind friends .£1,000 for the Augmentation Fund
thus established, and a further sum of .£180 from a London donor
must also be included, By the help of local benefactions and theEcclesiastical Commissioners increased endowment will thus be provided for some twenty or thirty parishes. This branch of work is, or
course, outside the regular routine work of the Society, but nevertheless it bears upon its regular work. In its regular work last year the;
Society made 1,006 grants to, poor and necessitous parishes, amounting'
to .£60,494, but its ordinary income for the year only anlOunted to'
.£53,752, be'ing about .£7,000 less than the average of the past ten
years, so that it also will require a considerable increase to its ill-'
come if its most. useful work is to be maintained.

A remarkable cablegram has been received at the Colonial Office
from the Island of Fiji, so far away as it is in the vast Pacific Ocean.
A submarine cable has just been laid all the way to that island,
and the first message sent by it expressed on behalf of the inhabitants in the warmest terms their loyalty to Great Britain, and also'
their respectful congmtulations to the King on the occasion of sending this first telegraphic message from what they describe as being
"the mo-st remote of his Majesty's dominions beyond the seas," It
is, indeed, a wonderful thing that we should be placed in almost
instaJltaneous oommunication with that distant spot, and to think of
the vast changes which bave taken place in it in recent times. A
. traYeller who lately visited it stated that it seemed to him to be'

:278

. The Cospel.lI1agazz"ne.

really marvellous that he could walk alone in the forests alld woods

t~ere, and amongst the interior villages, without the slightest ocua-

.,i,lOn for fear, and without seeing any sign of the former awfully de,graded condition of the inhabitants, except· some idols. and relics
·which were displayed as curiosities for sale in some shop. windows.
]How can any person doubt the power of the Gospel when they hear of
;the transformation scenes whioh it has instrumentally brought about
in such a dark portion of the world as that islaJld?
In the New Hebrides several similar transformation scenes have
,taken place. E.g., on Tanna, last Christmas"time, so large a gather"
ing took place of na,tive, converts that the church would not hold
,them, and they had to meet under a wide-spreading banyan tree. Mr.
Frank H. L. Paton, a son of the revered Doctor Paton, thus describes
,the occasion :"-" There men of different tribe's and different languages,
many of them enemies only a few years ba.ck, addressed each other
:as brothers in Christ. It only lacked the presence of Mr. vYatt, who
has given so long and heroic a life for Tanna, to make the gathering
..complete. On Christmas morning we had our usual meeting under
the banyan tree, and then the heathen began to gather from all
.directions. First came the women, canying the baskets which were
w bear their share of the feast j and then came their lordly husbands,
too dignified to oan)' anything but their loaded guns. There would
ihave been many more, but the mutual distrust among the heathen
kept ma.nyat home. There was a splendid spirit during the ,,-hole
..day. On the Friday we had special preparatory services. And on
the Saturday we had a very solemn baptiSJllal service, when 16 were
baptised on profession of faith in Christ. The whole gathering cuI"
lllinated in a never-to-be-forgotten Communion Service on the Sunday.
Early in the morning the communicants gathered for prayer on the
verandah, and it touched our hearts to hear these men pray, each in
his own dialect. The very fact of such a gathering made us realise as
never before the marvellous power of the Gospel of Christ. After 10
.or 11 short, earnest prayers, we wended our way down the hill to the
banyan tree, under which the Lord's Ta,ble was spread. About 166
natives sat down with us to prot.ake of the Holy Feast, and a great
,company of people reverently looked on. Never had such a. large
gathering taken place on Tanna. to witness the great act of Christian
worship. Truly, it was a day worth living for."

One of the mISSIOnaries in those islands describes some of the
·scenery as being e,xtremely grand and lovely. He says :-" The
,slopes of the hills were clothed with the luxurious vegetation of the
tropics, in which beauty, grandeur, and wildness were fa,ntastically
blended, while the OCean was seen stretching away in bOlmdless
majesty, until it appeared to embrace the heavens in the distance.
J3ut it was the land of a dark and degraded people, and the home' of
:superstition. All e~se was loveliness. Man alone was vile. It is diffi-
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.cult to liuagine such a lamentable deterioration of our species. Let
,such as philosophise on t.he happiness of savage man visit such
~enes, and hear the innumerable sighs and groans which echo in those
gloomy shades, and shudder at the deeds of darkness and cruelty
that are committed-and then, if they can, tell the world that such
are happy. The·ir total depravity rises before me like a spectre.
Heathenism is inconceivably loathsome, and the more intimately one
becomes acquainted with it, the more loathsome does it become."

Even after the Gospel has been brought to bear upon them, some
·of the old heathenish customs continue, and the missionaries find
,great difficulty in eradicating them j e.g., the bondage of women,
caste, and avenging of blood. From time· immemorial these customs
have prevailed j the women have done all the hard work, and been
treated as beast..'l of burden, whilst the men lounged about and looked
·on, and it is a great change to alter this state of things. The pra-c-tice o,f women kneeling before man is likewise a bad custom. "During
·our first visit to Ambrirn," a missionary says, "we had noticed
several instances of women walking on their knees, but no further
.attention was paid to it. We regarded the habit as due to the inborn
indolence of the native. Recently, however, the practice was brought
'80 vividly before our eyes, that we had no difficulty in identifying it as
.a foul heathen custom. The men had all assembled for morning worBhip, but for some reason or other the women arrived late. They
a.ppeared in a body, and as soon as they approached the men, down
:they all flopped on their knees, and proceeded to crawl to their seats
,in this fashion. On questioning the men about the practice, no information was a.t first obtained. They hung their he·ads in silence and
'in shame. At last one volunteered the information that it was a
-custom which had always prevailed among them." The missionaries
.eventually got them to give up this custom, but only after much
-earnest talk and persuasion.
Some important discoveries have recently been made through the
excavation of a series of mounds on the site of Babylon by a party
·of German explorers, of which an account is given in "Harper's Magazine " j aJld more are expected. The site of Nebuchadnezzar's palace
,has been located-that palace of the "handwriting on the wall" in
which Cyrus lived, and ill which Alexander died. The great temple.
-of Marduk-a-Bel has also been identified, containing limestone blocks
bearing an inscription of the name of Nebuchadnezzar, as well as the
temple of E-sagila., ~'the lofty house," with its eightrstoried tower, the
-traditional Tower of BabeL
The accounts from India respecting the impending famine are very
serious. Repo·rts from Ajmere and Rajputana state that immediate
ihelp is needed" in order to keep at least the thousands of poor Christians from wandering from their homes and utterly perishing. In
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some places no rain has fallen for a year, there IS literally nothing
to eat, and the distress is daily increasing. Many Christian people·are at the point of starvation." A devoted missionary at Ahinednagar
writefl: "Famine is pressing us sore. There are more than 400,OO(}
persons on famine relief, and the number is increasing
steadily: 25,000 persons died last week of plague, which
· is also on the increase. Here at Ahmednagar we have been
spared from another attack of plague, but have been sorely hit by
the famine. The official estimate of the grain crop of this district,.
with its 900,000 people, is but ten per cent. of an ordinary crop. Our
poor ~eople were bankrupt long ago, and have nothing whatever tobuy WIth."
D. A. D.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
WE have had unfeigned pleasure in referring from time to time to·
the truly noble work of this most admirable Society.
It is with
that pleasure increased and intensified that we again notice its
activities, and that we give &pace to a report of the proceedingswhich took place in the beautiful Egyptian Hall of the Mansion House
· on Tuesday afternoon, April 29, in connection with the ninety-fifth
anniversary of this God-honoured institution.
The Divine blessing
which has rested on the labours of the committees during nearly a
century has not been withheld during the past year, which has· surpassed anything yet recorded in the history of the Society, either in
the number of its beneficiaries or the amount of money distributed.
As the beautifully-written anIJual report, now ready, declares, "the'
increased burden of taxation, dcclining trade, and appeals for national
funds have not diminished the income of the Society, "and:
accordingly the Committee desire that the apparatus of means employed in the prosecution of the work may not make them unmindful
of their dependency or ungrateful for God's ceaseless care.
' The'
In a
·Lord hath done great things for us whereof we are glad.'"
pa.ssage of the report which extorted a word of praise from every
speaker at the meeting, the objects of the Society are most feelingly
and eloquently set forth.
It runs as follows :-" The cold blasts of"
· poverty and adversity blow, and to whom can they (the aged) look
for sympathy and aid but to their fellow-believers" to· whom their'
Lord has committed them, and who, if their hearts be right in His·
· sight, feel it a privilege to minister to the poor and the aged of 'the'
· household of faith.'
The help given to the aged pilgrim needs to be
prompt.
It will not be required long, for the sun is fast sinking, the'
chill breeze of evening is blowing, the silver cord is loosing, and the·wheel is nearly worn at the cistern.
The pulsings are feeble and~
the words are indistinctly uttered; the hand is trembling and the step'
is tottering; the melIlOry is failing, and the mind is waning; the'
film is thickening, and dust to dust is hastening, for the close of
life's journey is at hand.
Such are they who are designated aged:
pilgri1TIs--poor and aged believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose
life accords with their profession, and who, by the teaching of the'
Holy Spirit, have been brought as sinners to rest upon the atoning:
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'Work of tJH~ Redeemer for full salvation.
In a word, they are sinners'
~aved by free and sovereign grace.
The Society has thus a definite
.and Scriptural, and therefore Protestant basis; definite practical
methods, aud a definite class of recipients; on these lines it is
thoroughly uudenominational." 'Ve need not labour to prove how
thoroughly a 80ciety with such unmistakable credentials should commend itseH to the readers of "The Gospel Magazine," many of whom
we know are already the. diligent helpers of this noble work, and
:the remainde'r of whom we trust will not be slow to avail themselves
.of the privilege of bringing comfort and cheer to the evening time
of the life· of SOllle of the Lord's aged poor.
'
Sir C. Robert Lighton, Ba.rt., so well known to our readers for his
many services to the Protestant ca,use, proved a most competent and
sympathetic chail'man, a.nd with him on the platform we·re the Rev.
F. S. Webster, Hector of All Souls', Langham Place; the Rev. J. W.
Pratt, Vicar of St. Stephen's, Coleman Street; Lieutenant-General Sir
William Stirling, K.C.B., the Rev. J. H. HaJlett, the Rev. E. White,
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Collingridge, Mr. W. J. Pa.rks, Mr. W. S. Martin,
,Mr. BUlllstead, Mr. H. Hayles, Mr. J. E. Hazelton (Secret.ary), and
others.
.
The Rev. J. W. Pratt having read a portion from the Epistle of
James and offered prayer, Mr. J. E. Hazelton, in place of reading the
report, which, by the way, wa in the hands of the members of the
audience, sketched out in interesting fashion some of its salient featmes.
Commencing ,Yith the intimation that this foundation for aged
Christians was founded in 1807 by a few young Christians, he stated
that the number of pensioners aided since the beginning had been
7,298, and the sums expended in pensions had reached a, total of
£318,500.
The income during the past year had increased in nearly
every department, while judicious economy had been exercised, and
every detail of outlay carefully watched.
A toW of £4,658-£141
more t.han last year-had been received in subscriptions, £1,558 from
auxiliaries and £1,405 from donations, and collections after sermons,
£332.
The munificent offer of Mr. Benjamin Densham two years ago
had borne good fruit, for up to the present six lists of fifty doubled
one-guiuea annual subscriptions had been made up, and the generous
donor had relnitted sums amounting to £630. A seventh list is
nearly complde. The number of pensioners is now 1,579, being
44 1110re than last year, and the largest total ever recorded.
They
have received no less than £11,788; 213 pensioners receive ten guineas
per annum, 1,204 seven guineas, and 162 five guineas.
From Mr.
Morton's bequest every qua,lified pensioner received £3 during the
year, making a t-o·tal of £4,665; 695 of the recipients live in the
'metropolis, and 869 in other parts of the kingdom.
In the Homes
at Hornsey Rise, Stamford Hill, Camberwell, and Brighton, 177 of
the pensioners" dwell in a peaceable habita.tion and in quiet restingplaces."
The maintenance of these Homes absorbs a,bout £2,000
of the Society's annual income.
Mr. Hazelton paid a well-deserved
tribute to the special and valued services of the voluntary helpers
who do so lIIuch to furtber the interests of the Society. Mr. Hazelton
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then commended the' report to his hearers, and hoped that a careful
perusal would stir up increased support for this time-honoured and
Protestant institution.
Sir Robert Lighton's opening remark!> set the keynote for the meeting.
His theme was that it was not so much that they were performing some meritorious act for which they deserved thanks in
forwarding the interests of the Society, but that they were greatly
honoured in being permitted to become the instruments in God's hands
of ministering to the wants of His aged poor.
He could not,he'said,
help encroaching on the task of a later speaker, and here at the
outset of the meeting express their heartfelt thanks to the Lord
Ma.yor for inviting them to that glorious building, though he could
not but think that the claims of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society
were quite equal to those of any put forward in that centre of charity
and hospitality.
He had carefully studied the report, and with reference to the hope fo,r peace there expressed, trusted that it would
soon come, and that the benevolent public would be moved to
greater generosity in consequence of it.
The recipients of the
bounty of the Society were a-ll of them approaching the "border-,
land," and it was their desire to make the last days of such as
happy and bright as possible.
Sir Hobert t.hen called attention to a
special feature of the work, which was that the organisation did not
swallow up the charity.
No Society was more economically managed.
He referred also to the difficulty in the selection of recipients, bilt
pointed out that there was but one test for pensioners, and that was
that they should be simple believers on the Lord Jesus Christ. . The
Society was definitely Scriptural, and therefore definitely Protestant.
General Sir William Stirling then moved the adoption of the report, and expressed the pleasure it gave him to say a few words in
support of so important a Society, though he feIt quite unable to bring
it. to the notice of his hearers in the manner it so eminently deserved.
He had read the report and followed the figures, and felt the Society
was to be congratulated on the success that had ma,rked the past
year. The fad, however, that nearly half of the 1,579 pensioners were
in the metropolis seemed to suggest an enormous field for the Society
in the provinces if only it could obtain increased support.
Of all
charities this, he believed, was one of the most economically worked.
The pensioners, he went on to point out, were all the "Lord's poor."
If the sand
Followe.rs of the Lord were not a-lways so honoured.
and stones of Smithfield, if the walls and dungeons of the Tower
could speak, they would reveal what a mighty change had come over
the scene,
Sir William then pressed on the notice of the friends of
aged pilgrims the desirability of aiding them so that they might be,
kept from the workhouse and its uIlcongenial surroundings, and be
helped to end their days in rest and peace, and amid t.Ileir friends of
" the household of faith."
I
•
The Rev. F. S..Webster, Rector of All Souls', Langham Place,
seconded. the adoption of the report, and said he had read every word
.of it. The community that respected its aged was an enlightened and
~t.able community, and one that would receive the blessing of God.

,.
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The Lord Jesus Christ often kept the best wine to the last for His
children, and it was the privilege of the young, by their love, sympathy, and service to turn the ,water into wine for the Lord's aged
ones.
The bounties of the Society were confined to those of the
household of faith, but ,,,hile thus restricted it was in no sense denomi~.
national, but shared its bounties with those aged pilgrims whose faceswere set Zionwards.
Their work was one which the angels might,
covet, and they could make no' better use of the treasure which the'
Lord had entrusted to them than by helping those aged pilgrims who'
are His.
Mr. W. H. Collingridge, in supporting the resolution, drew UpOlll
his intimate experiences of City charities for the last 50 years, and said
he knew of no Society whose funds-were more economically managed,
nor any Society whose affa.irs were managed by men who more sincerely
desired the welfare of those in whose interest they so sympathetically
laboured.
A second resolution, commending the Scriptural and Protestant
character of the Society, was rl10ved by the Rev. J. H. Hallett and
seconded by the Rev. E. White.
A vote of thanks to the Chairman,
moved in a genial speech by Mr.' W. J. Parks, concluded the pr~
ceedings.

LINKS.
"Follow

tlWlt

'Jfe."

LORD, 'twas Thy voice of love first bade me come,
And find redemption at Thy wondrous cross;
A wea.ry, wandering child, Thou brought'st me home.
Rescued from sin, from sorrow, and from loss.
From earthly scenes and ties, however sweet,
From all that here would backward hold ·my heart,
I would go forth with footsteps firm and fleet,
To be with Thee, dear Lord, where'€r Thou art.
Smooth let the waves of life be, Lord, or rough,
'Vithout Thine arm to lean on I must fall;
But while upheld by Thy sustaining grace,
Calmly I walk, superior to them all.
And as I gaze upon Thee where Thou art,
The vague wild tumult of life's inner sea,
The feverish throbbings of this restless heart,
Are calmed as, risen Lord, I walk with Thee.
The long night watch of life will soon be o'er;
'Tis sweet to ~ass it, blessed Lord, with Thee,
:My hands in Thme, until on yonder shore,
Fair land of peace! I rest eternally.
-Selected.
WHEN you make Christ your one hope, then you
happy.-·Romal;ne.

will

be'
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';!\ebicb.ls anb ~oti!ts of ~ooks.
-" God Save the King." Addresses concerning King Jesus and His Royal
Estate, delivered in the Metropolitan Tabernacle; by THo~rAs
SPURGEON. London: Passmore and Alabaster. Price 2s. 6d.
"VE are grel!-tly pleased with these addresses, and their publication nowis timely in connection with the approaching Coronation of our new
King. As we opened the volume and rcad some of its contents, we at
first thought that we were reading some republished addresses of the
late revered' pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, for they arc
,expressed in the same terse, fervent, and forcible manner, and they have
the ring of the same blessed old Gospel about them which he so much
.delighted to proclaim; but on looking again we saw that they are the
.addresses of his son, upon whom the mantle of his father has evidently
fallen. May his ministry be as extensively blessed! The heading~ of
the chapters describe the contents, namely :-" God Save the Kin,g .. :"Touching the King"; -" The Thorn Crown" ;-" The King's
·Chariot" ;-" The Crown Royal " ;-" The Gospel of the Kingdom" ;"Christ's many Crowns" ;-" The King's 'Word" ;-" The King's Commandment" i-and "The King in His Beauty."
.E'xpos'itory A dd1"eSSeS on SC1"iptu J'al Subjects.
By CECIL Y A'l'ES
Brss, M.D., M.A. London: Hunt, Barnard and Co., 20, Blandford
Street, Baker Street, W.
"l'HE name of the 'author of this truly precious doctrinal ana
.experimental exposition is already known and affectionately revered
by our readers, who have privately assured us of the great value they
;set on his literary contributions to our columns. The volume under
notice comprises twelve Addresses originally delivered on the Lord's
Day, and now published at the request of some of those who heard
them. We commend the wise judgment of those who were privileged
to attend the edifying ministrations of Dr. Biss. The deep spiritual
undertone, the sound doctrinal presentation of Bible truth, and the
scholarly acquaintance with the inspired original langua!!es which
.characterize these unfoldings of the Holy Scriptures, furnish the people
of God in their pilgrimage conflicts and temptations with" words in
season" rarely to be heard in these days of superficial Evangelical
teaching and abounding religious error. We cordially recommend the
volume to all whose souls appreciate the truth of God fresh and pure
from the fountain which has its rise in the Rock of Ages.
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The A B C London and Subtt?'ban Church and Chapel Direct01'Y for
1902. London: Robert Banks <\nd Co. Price 2d.; post free, 3d.
A VERY useful book of reference. It contains a large amount of
information, including names and addresses of all the pastors in
London and its suburbs, and particulars of all the chief religious
,meetiugs.
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