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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulatiou, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT.

" The Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God."
EPHESIANS vi. 17.
THE divinely chosen emblem of the Word of GOD-a sword-is
replete with instruction for the hearts and minds of the LORD'S
people. So long as the Church of GOD is militant here on earth, she
will need this sword for defence against Satan, sin, the world, and
the flesh. This weapon forms an essential part of the "whole
armour" with which her faithful HEAD and CAPTAIN has invested
her. If DAVID could, with. truth, say of the literal sword which he
wrested from the vanquished giant of Gath-" There is none like
that" (1 Sam. xxi. 9), much more may the soldier of CHRIST affirm
the super-excellence of his Scriptural sword-the plenarily-inspired
Word of God-" There is none like that."
An American writer makes the following somewhat quaint but true
remarks on the construction of the SPIRIT'S Sword :-" Whom did
GOD choose to make the first part of the Bible ~-Moses. He wrote
the first five books, so I think we may say he made the hanrJle. Then
there were Joshua, and Samuel, and those men who wrote the books
of Chronicles and Kings, and David and Solomon, and the Prophets,
from Isaiah to Malachi. We will say that they made the blade. :But
who made the point, and who made the sharp edge ~ I think we may
say that the Evangelists and Apostles, who wrote the New Testament,
did these last things; for the Old Testament would not be so very
useful to us without the New, even as the handle and blade of the
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sword would not be of so much use to the soldier, if there were not
also the point and the sharp keen edge."
The genesis and evolution of the Holy Scriptures, as the revelation to man of the eternal purposes of the TRIUNE J EHOVAH, must
ever be accounted among the perfections of His" goings forth,"
- for they are the counterpart of Him-the PERSONAL WORD"whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting"
(Micah v. 2). In the Book of Genesis we have the beginnings of
JEHOVAH'S revealed" ways." That earliest of the holy records tells
us, in the Creation, of the ancient unfoldings of the thoughts of GOD'S
heart.
IX Design is an eminent characteristic of the Sacred writings, as it
is of all the works of the all-wise GOD. The Bible, let us ever remember, is the repertory of the united counsels, decrees, and Covenant
plans of the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST. Although the
revelation of the Divine mind as delivered" at sundry times and
in divers manners," yet, in Himself, JEHOVAH had from eternity predestined the dispensation of His dealings with His people, with the
world, and with all created things. It is this fact which stamps the
Bible with absolute certitude, and encourages faith in our hearts
to rest upon its testimony in unquestioning repose. "Thus saith
the LORD" is indelibly sealed on every page of "the volume of the
Book." Hesitancy, irresolution, and dividedness of judgment are
characteristics wholly absent from the inspired written records
GOD has deigned to give us of His purposes and designs. He, truly,
"is in one mind, and who can turn Him ~ " (Job xxiii. 13).
The Bible opens without preface, apology, or explanation. " In
the beginning GOD created the heaven and the earth" (Gen. i. 1).
We a,re forthwith brought face to face with the ETERNAL ONEHis independent being and His independent actings. God at once
asserts Himself, His sovereignty, His power. By the word of His
mouth He proceeds to call the heavens and the earth into existencesimply for His own glory. "The heavens declare the glory of GOD,
and the firmament showeth His handiwork." "The earth is the
LORD'S, and the fulness thereo£." "For Thy pleasure they are, and
were created." "All Thy works praise Thee, 0 LORD;" and so
likewise does His Word. Indeed, His Word is the most distinguished of all His works. "Thou hast magnified Thy Word above
all Thy" Name."ITHis Word is the sole instrument by which He
exercises His universal rule. By it He governs His Church, His
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chosen, redeemed, and called people. Thus He is represented
in the Apocalyptic Vision-" And out of His mouth goeth a sharp
sword, that with it He should smite the nations" (Rev. xx. 15).
This is the peerless sword of which we read in the Epistle to the
Hebrews (iv. 12) :-" For the Word of GOD is quick and powerful,
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."
The work of the Word, in the hands of the SPIRIT who wrote it, is
to beget life in dead sinners, to convict of guilt, and to produce godly
sorrow for sin and unfeigned faith in the LORD JESUS OHRIST. No
heart, dear readers, is too hard for this sword to pierce, nor did the
hardest heart ever yet turn the keen edge, or dull the diamond point
of this spiritual weapon. Multitudes of the proudest and most
rebellious of Adam's apostate race have been laid low at the feet of
JESUS by the sword of the Word. Unlike material swords, it not
only wounds, but heals! The letter of the Word kills, but its
spirit makes whole. That is ever GOD'S order in grace.
.. The LORD first empties whom He fills,
Casts down whom He would raise;
And quickens whom the letter kills,
Exalting thus His praise."

"Faithful are the wounds of a friend," and for every experimental
wound inflicted by the convincing Word on a favoured sinner, there
is graciously appointed a Gospel balm-a precio].ls unguent ministered by the DIVINE OOMFORTER-a word in season to cleanse, to
mollify, and to cure the hurt. The same instrument that condemns
also justifies. A soul taught this secret feelingly pleads, in the
language of dear TOPLADY :" Rend every veil chat shades Thy face,
Put on Thy helmet, LORD;
My sin shall fall, my guilt expire,
Beneath Thy conquering sword."

The sword of the SPIRIT has many uses. It is designed and
adapted, not only for attack, but also for defence. It is the one
weapon which SATAN dreads. With it JESUS defended HiIllSelf for
forty days and nights, when encountered in the wilderness by the
DEVIL. "It is written" was APoLLYON's-the Destroyer's-utter
defeat. And it has rlso been the irresistible weapon, in the hand
of faith, in countless confli~ts between the saints and their deadly
foe-the Serpent-Tempter. It should be remembered that the
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sword, provided for the rank and file of the LORD'S host, is one and
the same as that wherewith the CAPTAIN of salvation Himself conquered.This mostsure fact, then, may well increase the believer's
confidence in the Word of GOD.
Fain would SATAN discredit the spiritual weapon in the esteem of
the combatant followers of CHRIST. It has always been his crafty
policy to shake the faith of the soldiers of CHRIST in the holy Scriptures, and surely, at the present time, the professed faith of many
is being " overthrown," notably by the rationalistic subtleties of a
boasted "Higher Criticism." SPIRIT-taught souls, however, will
continue" preserved in CHRIST JESUS," and will "abide" in the
things which they have learned, and been "assured of." "The
foundation of the LORD standeth sure," His counsel shall prevail,
and His thougH.ts continue unaffected for ever and ever. The Church
of Rome, for instance, may burn millions of copies of the Holy Book,
and persecute those who delight to study its heavenly pages, yet the
Covenant truth it enshrines, and reveals, will remain immutable as
the very GODHEAD of its author! Brethren:" The hope that's built upon that Word
Can ne'er be overthrown."

Scoffers, Papists, and un converted critics may malign the precious
Word of CHRIST; nevertheless, the decree has gone forth, and cannot
be altered. Hearken,O man !-" The Word that I have spoken,
the same shall judge him in the last day."
'!lhePERsONAL WORD has highly exalted the Written Word, and
in the Great Day He will vindicate it before assembled heaven, earth,
and hell. Oh, beloved fellow-believers in CmuST, let us cleave to
the Word of GOD the more faithfully and boldly when others are disdainfully casting it aside like an effete and untrustworthy instrument.
It is our one sufficient spiritual weapon. Never let us dare to meet
the world, the flesh, or the Devil with any other arm of defence. Be
it ours with truth to affirm :-" Thy Word have I hid in my
heart." Whatever else we lose, let us see well to it that our sword is
always with us. The hand of faith need every moment rest on the
hilt of this peerless sword, that we be not taken unawares. It is our
militant vocation to be vigilant, and to be forearmed with the
Covenant promises of the Word. Prayerful study and searching
of the Holy Scriptures is the safest preparedness for the assaults of
all enemies of our souls. The CAPTAIN'S command is :-" Resist
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the Devil,"-but it must be at the point of the SPIRIT'S sword-" and
he will flee from you." "This is the victory that overcometh the
world, even faith," "Walk in the SPIRIT and ye shall not fulfil
the lusts of the flesh." "Nay, in all these things we are more than
conquerors, through Him that loved us. For I am persuaded that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of GOD,
which is in CHRIST JESUS our LORD."
THE EDITOR.
"WASTED GOODS."
(LUKE xvi).
YES truly, I have wagted all
Confided to my care,
And yet I am not quite reduced
To absolute despair;
I see where I have err'd, and will
A better life begin,
Use time and opportunities,
And satisfaction win.

As thus the foe malignantly
The old, old snare reset,
My gracious LORD Himself drew nigh
And rent the fatal net;
He whispered, " Thy good works, My child,
" Are duties at their best,
" Yet, as My grace thy soul enwraps,
" Thou art completely blest."
M. L. SYKES.

\.

GOD is all to thee. If thou be hungry, He is bread; if thirsty, He is
water; if darkness, He is light; if naked, he is a robe of immortality.Francis Quarles.
NOTHING but conflicts can empty us of self, and make us crave, long,
and hunger after Christ, and it is only such whom God fills; and we feel
the <lpring, the fulness, and the overflowings, when the Lord comes, for
He ascended on high that He might fill all things. Conflicts meeken,
soften, humble, and break the spirit, and make the bottle fit for the new
wine. But, if we put new wine into the bottle, into the hard and impenitent heart, it swells and bursts with pride; the joys run out, and all
is over.-W. Huntington, S.S.
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THE BIBLE-WHAT IS IT 1
" The Law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the
Testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple: the Statutes
of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the Oommandment of the
LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes: the Fear of the LORD is clean,
enduring for ever: the Judgments of the LORD are true and righteous
altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine
gold,. sweeter also than honey and the honeycornh."-PSALM xix. 7-10.

"THE BIBLE! "-The Book, among and above all other books.
Why the Book 1 Because it has Jehovah for its author, its subject,
and its end. God Himself is the Alpha and the Omega of all Holy
Writ. The Bible is the unique, authorized, inspired, and infallible
record of the Divine counsels and purposes, affecting heaven and
earth, time and eternity, providence and grace, sin and salvation.
It is the Book of Divine revelation, and upon the facts, doctrines,
and dogmas it records the eternal destiny of all mankind depends.
The Church of God is declared to be " built upon the foundation of
the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief
Cornerstone," but all we know of Jesus, the Apostles, and the
Prophets has been communicated to us by the Spirit of Truth
through the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. It may
here be observed that Satan, countedeiting God's method of
revealing His counsels in writing, has formulated several vast
systems of false religion, basing them on so-called" Holy Books."
Thus the Brahmins have their Vedas, the Moslems the Koran,
the Zoroastrians their Zendavesta, the Buddhists their Tripetaka,
and the Confucians the "Five Kings" and the "Four Shu."
These, and other human writings, propagate Satan's lies in opposition to the truths of God's Word, and promulgate religions
contrasting fundamentally, in their conception, principles, and
fruits, with that sublime, sanctifying, and ennobling religion which
alone is acceptable to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
Very precious in Jehovah's sight are" the lively Oracles." His
eternal Word is ever open before Him. "0 Lord, are not Thine
eyes upon the Truth 1 " (Jer. v. 3). The penlling of this unique
Book occupied some 1500 years, and employed about forty holy
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men-almost all Jews-of various social positions, and independent
of one another, so that no collusion-as the enemies of the truth
have notwithstanding maintained~was possible. The Word of
God is a library in itself, and comprises 66 separate books, written
in Hebrew and Greek. Its testimony, from Genesis to Revelation,
uniformly magnifies the character, attributes, and perfections of
its self-existent, sovereign Author. The oldest of all extant books,
it has been watched over by a jealous providence, from first to last,
for upwards of 3000 years, notwithstanding the ceaseless attacks
of the devil and his agents to destroy its Divine authority, and to
terminate its very existence. As well, however, might any power
in creation attempt to pluck the sun out of the firmament, as to
extinguish the light of the glory of God, manifested in that Word
which is" settled for ever in heaven." The Bible is an unspeakably
greater display of the Divine wisdom and power than the sun, the
moon, and the stars, in all their glory. The latter are but the
workmanship of Jehovah's "fingers" (Ps. viii. 3), whereas of
His Word it is written-" Thou hast magnified Thy Word above
all Thy Name" (Ps. cxxxviii. 2). As Ebenezer Erskine once said,
"God has a greater regard unto the words of His mouth than to
the works of His hand: heaven and earth shall pass away, but one
jot or tittle of what He hath spoken shall never fall to the ground."
Another gracious writer has well observed, "Were our hearts as
they ought to be when we read the Word, we would tremble at
that more than at the manifestation of GOD, since the world began,
in all His works,. and if so be thou dost not see more of the glory
of GOD in His Word than in His works, it is because thou hast little
light in thee."
The Psalm from which an extract is placed at the head of these
"Notes" draws a most instructive contrast between the testimony
of the wondrous firmament and the much more wondrous written
Word. The heavenly bodies indeed preach the glory of God, and
herald His creative handiwork, but the revelation of the Most .
High, given in the Scriptures of Truth, transcends all these in the
proclamation of His greatness, excellency, and grace.
The inspired Psalmist exalts the Word by employing six titles
distinctive of it, by describing six of its characteristics, and by
ascribing to it six spiritual effects. The six titles employed are
(1) " The LAW of the Lord"; (2)" The TESTIMONY of the Lord" ;
(3) "The STATUTES of the Lord"; (4) "The COMMANDMENT of
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the Lord"; (5)" The FEAR of the Lord"; (6) "The JUDGMENTS
of the Lord." The six characteristics describing the Word are
(1) It is perfect .. (2) It is sure .. (3) It is right .. (4) It is pure .. (5) It
is clean.. (6) It is true and righteous altogether. The six effects of
the Word on its gracious subjects are (1) It converts the soul;
(2) It makes wise the simple; (3) It rejoices the heart; (4) It
enlightens the eyes; (5) It endures for- ever; (6) It is more to be
desired than gold, than much fine gold; it is sweeter than honey
and the honeycomb.
Fain would I unfold these precious treasures of Divine truth in
all the riches of their wisdom, grace, and beauty, but no pen can
do that, nor tongue of angel either. It is, however, the privilege
of the humblest subject of the Holy Spirit's teaching to "look
into" these wonders of revelation, and to taste the sweetness of
their saving power. '
It will be noticed that the first title of the Word used by the
Psalmist, "The LAW of the Lord," is, in the margin of the Bible
translated" Doctrine"; so that we unders.tand that not only one
part of the Holy Scriptures (the writings of Moses) is intended,
but the entire body of Jehovah's revealed truth. "The doctrine
of Jehovah" is the doctrine concerning Jehovah. The Bible is
largely occupied in setting forth what God is-the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost. The Bible is the inspired compendium
of all God has to say of Himself, all that can be known of Him on
earth-of His purposes, and salvation. The Doctrine of Jehovah
is the sole depository of all vital knowledge. That cannot· be
true science which contradicts God-Whose knowledge is perfect.
The Bible is essentially a spiritual book, and can only be rightly
understood by a spiritual mind. It is this fact which explains the
presumptuous attempts of the "Higher Oritics" and others to
sit in judgment on the trustworthiness, Divine inspiration, and
historical accuracy of God's written Word. The popular religion
of to-day makes void the absolute authority of the Scriptures in
matters of doctrine and faith, and, it may be added, that only a
living Ohristian can go against the tide of these apostate times.
Many are being carried away by the "cunning craftiness" of
men of "corrupt minds," who" handle the Word of God deceitfully." Nevertheless, the elect of God it is not possible to finally
deceive. The character of the Doctrine of Jehovah is that it is
"Perfect." It fully meets all the conditions and circumstances
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of" the household of faith." Satan and man may conspire against
the foundations on which the hopes of God's saints are built, but
they cannot overthrow them. They are perfect in strength,
perfect according to the perfections of the Triune God. The effect
of the perfect Doctrine of Jehovah on its gracious subjects is that
it "converts" or, as the margin, restores "the soul." In the
hands of the Holy Ghost it effects both. It was by His Word
that God made man at the first. It is by His Word He new-makes
him. " Let Us make man in Out image, after Our likeness." It
took the Holy Three to make fallible man. It takes the Holy
Three to re-make him. He" rer,toreth" by a new creation that
which was forfeited by sin and disobedience, and bestows unspeakably more. Th-e first creation was constituted "subject to
vanity," and failed. The word of grace in the second secures in
Ohrist a Kingdom which cannot be moved-a people formed by
the Lord for Himself to show forth His praise for ever and ever.
It is " by the Word of Truth" that He begets this Oovenant people.
The quickening Spirit never uses doctrinal error in His regenerating
work, but only" the doctrine of Jehovah." That, and only that,
converts and restores the soul.
" The TESTIMONY of the Lord." This title of the Bible represents
Jehovah as His Own Witness. The Word is the very testimony of
Him who cannot lie. Therefore, its character is described as
"true." Hence, "he that believeth not God" treats Him as
" a liar," as one unworthy of credit. It is the fact of the written
Word being the testimony of the unchangeable One that makes
it "sure," or steadfast-more steadfast than the solar and stellar
heavens, for they shall pass away. The testimony of God's
mouth cannot be challenged. His promises abide, and remain in
full force. His counsels shall stand. All who dare to call his
truthfulness into question shall be confounded; and all who trust
His "sure" Word shall be vindicated from the scoffing charge of
weakness and foolishness. The witness which God bears to
Himself as the God of salvation" makes wise the simple." Such
delight in the instruction which imparts the true wisdom, and
they grow in the possession of it. Sincere-hearted believers in
Ohrist-Who is the Wisdom of God-find their highest spiritual
pleasure in hearkening to the words of His lips. " Who teacheth
like Him 1" The inspired writer of Psalm cxix. could say, like
a little child-" I have more understanding than all my teachers:
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for Thy testimonies are my meditation." The v.:ery entrance, or
opening, of God's Word gives light. A single ray of it illuminates
the whole souls of such as are simple and sincere in their desire to be
taught of God. "The meek will He guide in judgment, and the
meek will He teach His way." The deeper mysteries of God's
Word are often revealed to "babes" while they remain hidden
from those who esteem themselves to be " the wise and prudent."
The Divine revelation opens abysses down which reason, science,
and philosophy cannot look. "There is -a path which no fowl
knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not seen; the lion's
whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce lion passed by it." But
the children of God, even the little children-" the redeemedshall walk there." As the prophet writes, "It shall be for those"
(Isa. xxxv. 8). In that" way" it is that the testimony of God's
eternal love and effectual grace is made known to faith, and that
He draws His called ones into ever closer communion with Himself.
"The STATUTES of the Lord." How fully descriptive of the
written Word is this sacred title! For the Bible is the record of the
Will of Jehovah. "It is right." All His appointments, charges,
and precepts are in themselves right, and they effectively make
for righteousness. Accordingly, "they rejoice the heart" of
him who, through grace, is a righteous character. Joy is the fruit
of the Spirit, and the Spirit works by the Word-the Word which
is "right." The Divine design of the Gospel is to make saved
sinners righteously happy. As a godly and quaint author said
nearly 300 years ago-" There are no bells like to those of Aaron's,
no harp like to that of David's, no trumpet like to that of Isaiah's,
no pipes like to those of the Apostles." And as old John Trapp,
in his inimitable style, has said-" Rejoicing the heart is the proper
work of the Gospel; the sweet promises whereof, hid in the heart,
and there mingled with faith, make it to overbound exceedingly
with joy, and to conceive strong consolation; the martyrs in all
ages for instance. The Gospel is a precious Book; every leaf
drops myrrh and mercy." Those souls whose prayerful study of
the doctrines and principles of the Gospel of God's free grace,
through Ohrist, is most habitual and diligent, will drink most
deeply into the cup of spiritual gladness, and prove the joy of
salvation to be "unspeakable, and full of glory." These are the
characters to whom the Prophet refers when he writes-" Therefore
with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation" (Isa.
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xii. 3). Christ Jesus Himself, revealed in the inspired Word-'"the Statutes of Jehovah "-is the royal spring supplying all the
wells of salvation bliss, and to be filled with " the Spirit of Christ"
is to be enriched with all "the fulness of God." The words of
Jesus on the last great day of the Feast of Tabernacles--"If any
man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink "-are this very day
fulfilled in the case of all whom the Spirit causes to desire the
living waters of the Word of salvation. The gladness of sin forgiven,
and of peace with God through the blood of the slain Lamb, comes
of relying on the Word of sovereign grace.
"The COMMANDMENT of the Lord." The Bible is the supreme
directory for the walk and conduct of all such as graciously profess
the Name of Christ. It traces out with infallible exactness the
paths of wisdom and holiness, it supplies motives for an obedient
walk in them, it holds forth exceeding great and precious promises
to such as humbly persevere to the end, and it does all this because
its source and spring are found in the absolute purity of the Divine
mind and will. "The Commandment of the Lord is pure." From
Genesis to Revelation every word of God is holy, and the blessed
effect of each word is that it "enlightens the eyes" of those who
in docility of spirit are the subjects of its sanctifying precepts, and
the willing followers of its holy dictates. The Word of God may
well be comprehensively entitled His "Commandment," for His
sovereignty is patent on every page, and His grace and favour
sparkle in every chapter. The spiritual eyesight of His people
finds in this Divine revelation ever new and delightful subjects of
contemplation, and the soul is constantly revived by its heavenly
communications. It has been pointed out that the Hebrew idiom,
"enlightening the eyes," implies that the Commandment of
Jehovah is to the soul what food is to the worn and fainting body.
"It is what the honey which he found in the wood was to Jonathan,
when he returned wearied and exhausted from the pursuit of his
enemies." Well may the devout soul plead, "Open Thou mine
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law." The
enlightening of the eyes of the understanding (Eph. i. 18) is a work
in which the Holy Spirit takes peculiar pleasure. There is restoring
virtue in the Word for the failing spirits of the weary and burdened
ones. Rich in .encouragement and good cheer for the cast down
and despondent are the gracious provisions of the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and none ever yet drank of those Covenant
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cordials and did not recover strength. "He giveth power to the
faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth strength."
" The FEAR of J ehovah "-the fifth of the inspired titles of the
Written Word-refers rather to its inward working on the heart
than to any of its external aspects. The doctrine of the Holy
Scriptures, when applied by the Spirit, teaches and produces the
sanctifying, filial fear of the Lord. In character it is "clean,"
and its blessed effect is to cleanse, to separate from evil, and to
consecrate to the service of God. And this effect is permanent,
"enduring for ever." By His heaven-settled Word the Lord
fashions His people in His own likeness, and brings their hearts
into intelligent accord with His fatherly mind and will, so that
they delight exceedingly in His counsels concerning all things.
Their minds are kept in peace regarding the future, for the foundation on which their hopes are built abideth for ever. They well
know that what their God has written will never wax old and
vanish away. As an old writer has said, "Should all the powers
on earth make war against the very paper of the Scriptures, they
could not possibly destroy it." Pagans and Papists have in turn
vainly sought to burn up and destroy the holy books, but these,
certainly, were never so marvellously multiplied, so extensively
translated, and so universally circulated as they are to-day.
Moreover, just at a time when unsanctified criticism seeks to rob
the Bible of its credibility, the hand of its Divine Author is
recovering from the sands of the Egyptian desert, and from the
sealed tombs of long bygone ages, such overwhelmingly confirmatory historical evidence of the absolute veracity of the sacred
records as to bring to nought the boasted "new light" of the
twentieth century. It is man, not God, who changes. It is the
eternal thought of Jehovah's heart, not the ephemeral fancy of a
mortal creature, that possesses perpetuity, reality, and vitality.
AslArchbishop Sandys, three hundred years ago, reflectively
wrote: "Man never continueth in one stay. To-day he is on his
princely throne, to-morrow in his dusty grave; to-day placed in
great authority, to-morrow Qast out of countenance; to-day in
high favour, to-J;Ilorrow in high displeasure; now rich, now poor;
now in wealth, now in woe; now sound, now sick; now joyful,
now full of sorrow; to-day a man, to-morrow nothing! Oh!
how short, how changeable, and how miserable is the state of
mortal man!" And, as another godly Archbishop-Leighton-
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has written of the vanity and littleness of human life: '" We spend
our years,' says Moses, 'a!'! a tale,' or, 'as a thought,' so swift and
vanishing is it. Each word helps a tale towards its end; and
while it lasts it is generally vanity, and when it is done, it vanishes
as a sound in the air. What is become of all the pompous solemnities of kings and princes at their births, and marriages, coronations, and triumphs? They are now as a dream; so Luke (Acts
xxv. 23) calls all the pomp of Agrippa, Bernice, and their train
epavraerLa, a mere fancy." Ah, but the people of God trust the
"sure Word" of Him "Who knoweth no variableness, neither
shadow of turning," and, further, they know Whom they have
believed.
"The JUDGMENTS of Jehovah," that is, His governmental
decisions, determinations, and directions, are set forth in His Word
so as to display His "truth," while, in themselves, they are
"righteous altogether." Thus His ordinances are "more to be
desired than gold, yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also than
honey and the honeycomb." The truth of the Gospel cannot be
purchased with money. Truth and righteousness are stamped on
all the decisions, or judgments of J ehovah, in the interests of His
people. Bishop Horne, reflecting on this inspired passage, observes,
" What wonder is it, that this converting, instructing, exhilarating,
enlightening, eternal, true, and righteous Word should be declared
preferable to the riches of Eastern kings, and sweeter to the soul
of the pious believer than the sweetest thing we know of is to the
bodily taste? How ready we are to acknowledge all this! Yet,
the next hour, perhaps, we part with the true riches to obtain the
earthly mammon, and barter away the joys of the spirit for the
gratifications of sense! Lord, give us affections towards Thy
Word in some measure proportioned to its excellence; for we can
never love too much what we can never admire enough."
Thus, the treasury of Jehovah's immutable Word is now, and
for ever will continue t<> be, the wealth of the redeemed and called
Church of God. In this world the Word written is, and in the
World to come the Word Personal and Incarnate will be, the joy
and rejoicing of the hearts of all true believers. Our estimation
of the Word, dear brethren, is the most crucial of all tests of our
spiritual condition. Upon matters of smaller spiritual importance
we may vary in judgment, and differ in experience, but in regard
to our estimation of the incomparable preciousness of the Book

334

The Gospel Magazine.

which bears the six-fold title, there prevails a happy accordance
of judgment and esteem. "As manna had all sorts of sweet tastes
in it," writes John Trapp, "80 hath the Word to those that have
spiritual senses exercised to discern good and evil." David
enjoyed much of this Scripture sweetness, yet he cried often,
" Teach me Thy statutes." Moses had but just come down from
the mount, yet he prayed earnestly to the Lord, "Show me Thy
glory." The angels know not so much of the mystery of the
glories of redeeming grace, but they would fain know more (1 Pet.
i. 12; Ephes. iii. 10). Oh, for grace to revere, to love, to search,
and to hide in our hearts the imperishable verities of the Book of
books! Happy, and only happy, is he who ponders daily its
wonderful records, who, in a childlike spirit, believes its very
utterance concerning God Himself, His counsels, His Covenant,
His promises in Christ, and who seeks of the Holy Spirit ability
to be conformed to its pure precepts, that in all things the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified and the
doctrines of His free and sovereign grace be " adorned."

J. O.

Clilton.

THE outer man must and will decay, but the inner man shall be
renewed day by day. Every glorious glimpse, every ray of light, every
quickening influence, every enlivening frame, every enlargement of
heal't, every flow of gratitude, every act of faith, every abounding of
hope, every longing expectation, every fresh discovery of the beauties
of truth, every promise applied, every fervent sensation, every transporting view of the King in his beauty; together with all the meekness,
contrition, self-abasement, and humility that influence and operate on
the soul, are revivals, and the effects of the promised revivals of the new
man of grace. Nor will God suffer this, his cause, and His work, to fall
to decay. . . . Our affections are His throne, our heart His palace, our
conscience His principality, and ·our mind and memory His court of
records, where He writes His laws, and makes remember what he has
done for us, and the obedience He requires of us. And this is what
God means when He promises to build up His throne to all generations.
Building up His throne is making people willing; setting His King upon
His holy hill of Zion is revealing His dear Son in us by the Holy Spirit of
promise; setting up the kingdom of God is giving us pardon and peace,
righteousness and strength, by faith in Jesus Christ; the power of His
kingdom is destroying the tyranny of Satan, sin, and death, out of our
hearts; and the glory of it is its divine light and heavenly joy.W. Huntington, S.S.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" Lord, it ii good for us to be here." -MATT. xvii. 4.
AND where is that, but where Jesus is ~ And methinks the souls of both
reader and writer re-echo this glad expression of Peter's, as Jesus is
manifested to the heart, and exclaim, "Lord it is good to be here,"
thankful that the word here is made a little heaven to their souls
even though on earth, since Jesus is in their midst and that to bless.
True, these words were spoken on the Mount of Transfiguration, and we
are told that" Peter wist not what he said," for he wanted to abide
there still in unbroken fellowship and communion, which was sweet
to him at that brief season. For the second time the voice from
heaven declared, " This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased."
Had not the disciples realized the presence of their Divine Master, they
would have found the place and scene too awful, too grand, too overpowering. "Can 'any hear the voice of God and live ~" But Jesus, the
Mediator, the Daysman, stood between, and so they were permitted
to enjoy, even for a brief season, and in measured sweetness, that
heavenly time, and find the place of their feet made hallowed ground by
Him who was indeed the Holy One of God. They carried their infirmities
with them thither! "But Peter and they that were with him were
heavy with sleep," Luke tells us in his inspired account. How solemn
that the two seasons when the Scriptures declare the disciples sleeping
were the two most momentous occasions in the life of our Lord! They
slept here as the light of heaven shone upon Him; and they slept in the
garden, as the darkness of Hell fell upon Him as the Sin-bearer (Matt.
xxvi. 40).
" But when they were awake they saw His glory." And then it is
that Peter finds it "good to be here." How often our hearts have
echoed this sentence, when our mount has been even Ior a brief season
" the mount of transfiguration" unto us, and faith has caught a glimpse
" within the veil," and" been with Jesus." We sometimes sing., E'en on earth as through a glass,
Daily let Thy glory pass;
Make forgiveness seem so sweet,
Make Thy Spirit's work so meet,
E'en on earth, Lord, make me know
Something of the love I owe,"

And faith's vision is quickened to catch the glory awaiting us by this
precious foretaste, as we exclaim," Lord, it is good to be here." It is
said of the pilgrim-saints that" they go from strength to strength,"
and as each hill, after weary climb and difficult journey, is surmounted,
and visions of Home seem nearing, and Christ the Ark again rests His
weary travellers, that their hearts exclaim, "Lord, it is good to be here,"
ere they are called again to buckle on their armour, and begin again to
march. Or it may be in the sanctuary, under the divinely appointed
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means and ordinances of prayer, praise, or the ministered Word, and
drawing near together to commemorate the memorials of His dying love.
Jesus is in our midst, dispensing right royal favours to the heart, and we
exclaim with burning love, " Lord, it is good to be here." " My willing
soul would stay in such a frame as this." But alas! how brief the
season, how transient the joy! How momentary seems the heart's
flow of love to Jesus! Yet hidden strength has been imparted, and
weary hearts encouraged and sinking faith strengthened and re-vivified
to press on once' more.
Again, we may be'.J~alled to " come apart and rest awhile." Taken
aside with Jesus! Ahmnd us a desert waste and the people many" many coming and goiRg "-and resources and strength are taxed, and
the heart grows careless in caring for others' vineyards to the neglecting
of our own. Jesus sees and knows it all, and will have His dear child
" come apart and rest" with Him awhile in His favoured Presence, there
to learn of Him, and to renew his strength and draw him from the
snare of " that restless will that hurries to and fro, seeking for some great
work to do, some hidden thing to know." How truly that beloved man
of God, the late Rev. W. H. Krause, wrote:
" We live in a time when there is a great deal of busy working in the
cause of God, when the energies of God's people are greatly taxed, but
we live in a day when there is a danger from that veJ;y activity to which
the people of God are called. Nothing can compensate for the secret
transactions of a man of God with the Lord Himself; and therefore,
we say to the children of God, in the midst of the active duties to which
you are called to engage in the cause of God, remember that your own
vineyard is of the greatest importance; remember that if you would go
to work with the machinery oiled, you must be anointed with fresh oil
in the secret of your own chamber, by the hand of God Himself."
Dear child of God, seek to habituate yourself to a turning aside to be
apart, alone with Jesus. Let there be no hindrance from the quiet
communion of the closet, and coming apart in secret prayer daily for
confessions of sins and failures-seeking afresh the precious blood of
sprinkling-and for renewed strength and grace for the untrodden
future and its needs. Or it may be that a rest is seen to be needful for
us in the sick and silent chamber. That too, under the Divine sanctifying, makes it "good" for the soul "to be here." For mark the
gracious invitatilm, " Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavy
laden, and I will give you rest." Rest from self and sin! Shut in with
His gracious Presence, and garrisoned with His Peace; the weary head
pillowed upon His heart of love, in all its weakness and weariness!
Satan may try his hardest, and is ever watchful for his prey when
physical weakness overtakes a child of God, but Jesus has that weak,
weary, and helpless one in His keeping, and whispers to the becalming of
every fear, " It is I, be not afraid," whilst the soul in feeling, if not in
words, responds :" This is rest. Lord Jesus,
Alone with Thee to be,
The desert were an Eden
With Thy blest oompany."
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And these seasons of tried faith are all leading on to the great end
beyond the oft-feared dark "valley of the shadow of death," where
even then the soul shall find her true Lux in Tenebris, for "Thou art with
me," and" Even there shall Thy hand lead me." Jesus can make all
things, all times, and all circumstances to be good for His children; and
grant unto them thus some sweet foretastes of that perfect rest, that
time of unbroken fellowship and communion, which probably with Peter
in the frailty of our flesh, we think we have already reached and desire
to tabernacle in. For, again and again He sees the need to stir
us up and remind us at such hallowed seasons, " For ye are not as yet
come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the Lord your God giveth
you. But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the land which the
Lord your God giveth you to inherit, and when He giveth you rest from
all your enemies round about, so that ye dwell in safety, etc." (Deut.
xii. 9, 10.) When we can say, "Lord, it is good for us to be here,".
beloved reader, it is already heaven begun in our souls.
Oh, child of God, consider your high calling and its accompanying
privileges! "Christ in you the hope of glory!" Christ in you here
is the beginning of that mystery of Eternity, when, as the City complete,
the Bride perfected, you shall be seen" having the glory of God,"
absorbed in Him, One in His ~lory, changed into the same image, and
like Him, for you" shall see Him as He is !" He looks upon you now
in the character He has purchased for you, the Lord our Righteousness. Jesus can present ;His Bride in nothing short of that, and His
Father can require no higher, nor more holy, presentation.
We have not to wait for heaven to know" in part" what heaven is.
It is where He is! and since He has in His wondrous condescension
stooped to dwell in the lowly and contrite heart, there is heaven begun
in your heart and mine, 0 grJ,ce-saved sinner! Wondrous Love!
Ineffable Peace! Grace past all telling! And yet He was pleased
to reveal this" secret of His Presence" to Mary as she sat at His feet;
to John as he leaned on Jesus' bosom; to Enoch as he walked with God;
and to you and me in however humble a measure! Now let our hearts
question, Is this my posture at this time ~ Are we daily realizing so sweetly
the Presence of Jesus our Covenant-Head within us, for us, over us,
round about us, that we exclaim, "It is good to be here" ~ Yes, whatever
our condition, our circunlstance, our experience, it is good to be here,
since Jesus i with us. Oh! not to be where we cannot invite His
Presence, where we caunot perceive Him! Let this thought be
practical to "and Guide us! Oh! not t<J be where out hearts cannot
axe - ;
i- '0 be
e,' bu to be ever seeking Him,
fin upon
sF . a at His feet, or walking
in hallowed communion, hearing His words; and thus catching the reflex
of His glory we may, with grace-sustained hearts, be constantly affirming, " It is good to be here!" Sure I am, that where there is a little
company (as upon that Mount, made sacred by the presence of Jesus
in their midst), with the heart expectant-awake; the ear quick to
catch His coming footsteps; the eye single to His glory; and the lips
moving to speak well of Him,-Jesus is not far off! yea, it will be
22
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proven, Jesus in the midst, and how good it is! "The Lord hearkened
and heard" is written of His remembrancers, as they spake often one to
another of Him. He is near to catch the feeblest breathing of the
heart, the longing and the sighing after Him, and He comes over all the
mountains of separation, fleet as the roe or young hart, for very gladness,
to make the heart-once sick at hope deferred and absence-now full
of joy with His presence, and to desire never to lose the apprehension of
Him again!
Alas! these wandering, treacherous hearts! In the language of the
poet:" Oh! that I should ever wander
From the sinner's sweete,t theme;
Give me grace, my steps to ponder,
All the way and think of Him.
Earth is old, and age is hoary,
Systems to confusion slide;
God forbid that I should glory,
Save in Jesus crucified."

But wander and falter we do ; not to presume upon grace, but because of
the feebleness and fraility of our fallen, tempted, suffering natures. Yet
it makes forgiveness feel so sweet, as we have before said in the language of
McCheyne. It leaves its sanctifying scar, and it keeps us more humbled
and distrustful of self, and desirous of more and more close and sweet
companionship of Him who is able to keep us from falling.
And thus, as members knit together, we desire His visits to be more
frequent, and less like the wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry
for the night, " who is up and gone ere the morning dawns." We would
stay Hi~ feet and constrain Him to "abide with us." We are but a
little band, and the Lord in His infinite wisdom, by calling many of His
dear saints home, is impoverishing the Church on earth. We are few
and feeble, and a feeling of indescribable loneliness creeps over us, as we
see so rapidly one after another removed and their places un£lled. May
the members of the Mystical Body be banded more than ever closely
together, in bands of love and unity, that, catching the drops of the
precious ointment which falls from the Head of our Anointed Great High
Priest to the very skirts of His garments, the weakest and feeblest,
the lowliest and youngest, may, with the strongest and most valiant,
realize such passing sweetness out of His love visits, that we may each
exclaim, " It is good to be here," in abiding union and love one toward
another. And thus as we move along, coming up out of the wildernl.'ss,
our faith strengthened, hope increased, and anticipation brightened, we
shall get a foretaste of that unbroken rest that remaineth ; that unending
Sabbath. We sometimes
" Sing of the realms of the blest,
That country so bright and so fair,
And oft are its glories confessed,
But what mmt it be to be there ! "

There! what must it be indeed ~ And yet here, even now, we have the
earnest in our hearts, and Heaven is begun, for Christ in you is the Hope
of Glory. There, heaven consummated and the soul for ever feasting,

The Gospel Magazine.

339

Christ with us for ever. Jesus, Lord and Master, give our hearts more
frequently to burn within us as Thou dost walk and talk and commune
with us by the way, and show us, as it is Thy heart's delight to do,
the glories that shall follow, that we may oftener and more clearly
reflect thine image as we exclaim, "Lord, it is good for us too be here."
Thus while Jesus holds communion with us we sing, in the gifted
language of Mra. M. A. Chaplin:.. Drink deeply, 0 Eeloved,
And if Thou lov'st our praise,
Create more oft the sweetness
Of our communing days;
Life has no joy without Thee,
And-mystery Divine! The bliss that thrills our heart-strings,
:Makes melody in Thine."

R.

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
(JOB xxviii.)

.'

" SURELY there is a vein for the silver, and a place for gold where they
fine it. Iron is taken out of the earth, and brass is molten out of the
stone." Job continues his parahle, showing what wealth is hidden in
the earth, wealth of precious and useful metals mingled with the dust
and clay of its crust. Men spend their lives taking the ore and separating it from the dross. Oh that half the eagerness were displayed in
the pursuit of hidden wisdom! As the creative hand of God~hid
these treasures in the bowels of the earth, so also has He His hidden
ones of priceless worth, which His ministers are to seek in this naughty
world, taking the precious from the vile, discriminating between the
salt of the earth and that which corrupts, the pure metal from the
dross. "Surely "-we are by this word directed to look for a deeper
lesson in this parable-" surely there is a vein for the silver." Silver
is associated with atonement; the ransom price for every man's soul,
poor and rich alike, was the half shekel of silver, and we have little
mention of silver earlier, except Abraham's purchase of a grave for
Sarah: the resurrection-hope of the patriarch. Just as silver is found
in veins in the earth, so the blood of atonement is found in Immanuel's
veins, and poured forth from thence to enrich " the ransomed of the
Lord." As men in search of silver follow the vein in the mine, so
digging in the Mine of Truth, the Scriptures, we find this vein running
through from beginning to end. It is witnessed to in Abel's sacrifice,
the lamb slain and its blood poured forth. It became the foundation
of acceptable worship in the silver sockets made from atonement
money. " Forasmuch as we are not redeemed with corruptible things,
as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemi!!h and without spot." Pure and white though silver may
be, the blood that flowed from the Ll10mb of God is far more precious,
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cleansing, and efficacious. Blessed are they who dig in the mine of
inspiration and follow this vein, for they are enriched here and to all
eternity with " durable riches and righteousness"! There is also " a
place for gold where they fine it." The pure gold in the ore state is
mingled with dross. Men must refine it in the furnace, so does God
deal with His "precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold."
" Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial that is to try
you, as though some strange thing happened unto you, but rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory
shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy." Who
would not rather be refined than left in the ore state, valueless; especially as " He shall sit as a Refiner," watching the process of the furnace
lmtil He sees His own image reflected in the precious metal. Then,
He says, it is enough. If" it became Him for whom are all things,
and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, t'O make
the Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings," who was
Himself perfect gold, perfections of gold (2 Chron. iv. 21), how shall not
we expect the fire to refine us who are so much encrusted with earth,
mingled with alloy and rubbish, when He says, "Behold, I have refined
thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction." Yet how often we murmur at the gentle Hand that is stretched
out, determining" to purge away thy dross," thus conforming us to
the image of His SOil. Surely there is a place for gold where they fine
it, and as surely will God refine His people here below. "His fire is in
Zion, His furnace in Jerusalem," before He takes them to construct
the holy city, new Jerusalem, the street of which John saw to be
" pure gold, as it were transparent glass."
Iron and brass are associated in Scripture as inferior to gold and
silver, yet most useful, and employed also in the blUlding of the temple;
" iron in abundance" (1 Chron. xxii. 3), and" brass without weight"
(2 Kings xxv. 16), so that we do well to consider "the deep that coucheth
beneath" this simile; how God takes men for very coldness, hardness,
and unbending insensibility, and fits them for His own purpose; but
here again the furnace is necessary to temper the iron and brass, that
its hardness may be softened, that its unpliable firmness may be
adapted to the Master's use. If Jeremiah is to make" an iron pillar
and a brazen wall," and others like him are to stand strong and unflinching for God and truth, it will be needful that they be cast into
the mould of divine wisdom and stability; both must stand the fire,
which is to fashion them into vessels to honour. "Thy shoes shall be
brass and iron, and as thy days so shall thy strength be." We cannot
think that the Spirit of inspiration concerns Himself to tell where iron
is to be found (man has long ago found that out), but the parable in
Job's words is profounder teaching" revealed to babes," that the heart
of man is hard as iron and as stubborn, when God takes it out of its
earthly surroundings, separates it from dross or like "brass molten
out of the stone," to be fashioned according to His will to "endure
hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ." Brass and steel when
polished are bright, shining (Ezra viii. 27, margin). "Let your light
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shine before men." Such vessels are said to be "precious as gold."
" He setteth an end to darkness and searcheth out all perfection; the
stones of darkness and the shadow of death." This He does, delivering us from the power of darkness and translating us into the kingdom
of His dear Son (Col. i. 13). "Ye were sometimes darkness, but now
are ye light in the Lord." "For God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all" (1 John i. 5). Thus He setteth an end to darkness, viewing
us in Christ, the Light of the world, as light-reflectors and light-bearers.
" God who cemmanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined
in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ." Thus the light dispels darkness, a gradual
progress; shining more and more unto the perfect day. "Ye are all
children of light and of the day: we are not of the night nor of darkness."
Even the dark places of the Word of God are illuminated with divine
light of the Spirit of revelation, so He searches out all perfection; it
is the same word in Hebrews as in Job xi. 7, and is never used of any
of the sons of men, only of the Almighty! For seeing perfection is
not in man, it can only be found in the God-man, the Well Beloved in
whom after strict investigation He declares Himself" well pleased"
at His baptism; and again on the holy mount of transfiguration when
there came such a voice to Him from the excellent glory, " This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am pleased." Oh, wondrous thought! We who
are in Him are" perfectjn Christ Jesus," and when He searches out
all perfection, He can detect no spot or blemish in us as we are" found
in Him." Though we are but as "stones of darkness" in our
original state, He searches out every stone from nature's quarry, and
fashions us into living, "lively stones, built up a spiritual house, that
ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of
darkness (stones of darkness) into His marvellous light" (1 Pet. ii. 5, 9).
Ye who are solicitous about" the stones of darkness," as you see them
still as stones for insensibility to divine things, and still in darkness
because of the blindness of their minds, take courage to remind your
God that He searches out these very inanimate things, commissioning
His servant.s to blow a blast which will effectually detach them from
their surroundings in Nature's quarry, and by the hammer of His
Word, which is quick and powerful, form them to fit the place in His
temple He designs for them. "They shall be as the stones of a crown,"
precious stones to adorn the brow of Immanuel, who for their sakes
was crowned with thorns! How great a transformation! "And the
shadow of death." The sun can only search out and chase away the
shadows; in the full meridian sunshine there is no shadow, and facing
the sun our shadow is behind us. When the Psalmist says, " Though
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,
for Thou art with me," he was assured there would be no darkness
where He was, therefore no fear of the shadow of death. "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, if a man keep my saying he shall never see death."
The bright shining of the Sun of righteousness putteth an end to darkness, and chases away even-the shadow of death! How marvellous a
promise is couched in this parable.
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" The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant, even the watem forgotten of the foot: they are dried up, they are gone away from men."
Perhaps we are tD see a flood of error and false doctrine, in this allegorical language, which the Revised Version seems to make even more
intricate. Naturally the flood breaketh out where we least expect it,
and drieth up as suddenly, and blessed be God His dealings in grace'
are analogous, when the enemy, the old serpent the devil, "cast out
of his mouth water as a flood after the woman (the church of the living
God) that he might cause her to be carried away (Eph. iv. 14) of the
flood. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her
mouth and swallowed up the flood, which the dragon cast out of his
mouth" (Rev. xii. 15, 16). These verses, which occur in our chapter
of daily reading; seem to be a commentary on Job's words. Even the
political disturbances of this earth oftentimes have "helped the
woman."
" As for the earth out of it cometh bread: and under it is turned up
as it were fire." Surely the earth yieldeth us bread, so does the Scriptine furnish with the bread of life; as the land must needs be tilled
(Prov. xii. 11) to supply us with bread, so we must also" labour for
that bread that endureth to everlasting life." Happy shall we be if,
diving into its depths, we find under it as it were fire, to warm our
hearts and kindle coals, to radiate and warm other hearts with
heavenly fire. "The stones of it are the place of sapphires: and it hath
dust of gold." If men must needs search the stones of the earth for
sapphires and take pains and dig for gold dust, how much more eagerly
must we "search the Scriptures" for these heavenly truths, more
precious than the sapphire blue and than most fine gold, and be
enriched to all eternity! "There is a path which no fowl knoweth and
which the vulture's eye hath not seen. The lion's whelps have not
trodden it, nor the fierce lion passed by it." Job is dealing with secret
things, only revealed to babes. The path: "This is the path of life,
the path of the just, the highway of holiness, no fowl of the earth
lmoweth it, the vulture's eye hath not seen it; the unclean birds of
the earth, they who follow after the flesh, know nothing about the
narrow path that leadeth unto life; the fierce lion hath not trodden it ;
but when their natures are changed their hearts are renewed like Saul
of Tarsus, roaring after the prey the lion is changed into a lamb, and is
found in the narrow way that leadeth unto life, the calf and the young
lion and the fatling together."
"He putteth forth His hand upon the rock; He overturneth the
mountains by the roots." Job turns, as his wont, to speak of the
displays of Omnipotence. The smiting of the rock in Horeb was but
a type of that greater work of the Almighty when He put forth the
hand of His justice, taking vengeance for our sins, when He caused the
Rock of Ages to be smitten of God and afflicted, that water and blood
might flow out for the pardon and cleansing of all our transgression.
He overturned the mountains by the roots. "Is there anything too
hard for the Lord ~" We still believe He can and does do this; and .
therefore we continually set our mountains before the Lord, and
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expect them to be overturned by the roots! Increase our faith, Lord,
that we may honour. Thee and glorify Thy Name!
" He cutteth out rivers among the rocks." He giveth " springs in
the desert," and cutteth out rivers ont of such rocks as our stony
hearts, making us 1veep bitterly, as Peter did when the Lord turned and
looked at him-nothing else can dissolve these hardened hearts of ours
into true repentanca. "And His eye seeth every precious thing."
The preciousness of anything is determined by the price which will be
given for it: its worth in the market. The redemption of souls is
precious for the God-man, our Lord J esns Christ, redeemed at the cost
of His own blood. He laid down His life for His people, estimating
them at more than life itself, and having bought at such tremendous
cost He will' lose none of these. "His eyes are as a flame of fire."
" His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed with
milk and fitly set." Love flashes forth from those eyes intent on His
mate, so fitly set on doing her welfare, and determined that all things
work together for her good who cost Him so mnch. "How shall he not
with Him also freely give us all things ~ " seeing the Father withheld not
His only begotten Son, and the Son hid not His face from shame and
spitting, every soul must be to Him most precious. His 3ye seethalways present tense-every precious thing! When you have settled
in your mind how precious you are to Him who redeemed you, ransomed
of the Lord, then consider if He will ever lose sight of you! His eye
will be always fixed upon you. Is there anything in the world that
He esteemed as much as you, gave such a price for ~ Is He precious
to you that believe ~ You may be sure you are a thousandfold more
precious to Him-the price paid, the cost counted! Oh, how we
wound His heart by our unbelief and coldness of our love to Him!
Some occasion may arise when you have lost something valuable to
you, and as He bids you; "casting all your care upon Him, for He
careth for you," you venture to tell Him your disquietude about this
little thing, too insignificant for Him to notice, but for His command!
The result will show to your joy how certain it is that" His eye seeth
every precious thing," and also to realise that the thing that is hid
bringeth He forth to light, as well as that" He bindeth the flood from
overflowing." His restraining grace is equal to His revealing goodness.
" But where shall wisdom be found ~ and where is the place of understanding ~" Nowhere but in Christ, the Wisdom of God! and Mary's
place, sitting at Jesus' feet and hearing His words, is the place of understanding. Blessed be God, that place is accessible to each of us. We
lack wisdom, but may draw out of His fulness, and shall never be denied
or upbraided for our ignorance, yea, the more conscious of it the better,
if we are but humble enough to ask Him to bestow it. Many dark
places of the Scriptures have been revealed to us; there are mysteries
we cannot fathom, depths not yet turned up with plough of diligent
search, and our understanding needs opening to understand the mind of
the Spirit! but He has the key whereby to unlock the hid treasure, and
also oil to unlock our rusty and fast-closed hearts to receive.
" Man klloweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the land
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of the living." The price of wisdom occupies many verses; man
knoweth not how to estimate its value, for put in the scale with the
earth and all things in it wisdom preponderates; neither is it found in
the world, though men be " wiser in their generation than the children
of light." The depth saith, It is not in me; and the sea saith, It is not
with me. The depth in the heart of the believer saith, It is in me ;
naturally it does not reside in me, and however deep and subtle are the
ways of men called wise, " the wisdom of this world is foolishness with
God," and the sea of these earthly tumultuous billows must admit, it is
not with me. "It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be
weighed for the price thereof." Millionaires have showed their folly
and their destitutibn of this precious super-excellent possession, which
cannot be had for any exchange of gold or silver. "It cannot be
valued with the gold of Ophir, neither shall silver be :weighed for the
price thereo£." There is no equal value between wisdom and the
gold of Ophir, nor any scales of equal balance to weigh them; the
man of the world estimates too higWy his shining dust and too lightly
the treasures of wisdom. " It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx,
or the sapphire." Its value exceeds the riches of earth, or the precious
semi-transparent onyx, or the heavenly blue of the sapphire, that
jewel that is taken to represent the paved work under the feet of
Immanuel's throne (Exodus xxiv. 10). "The gold and the crysta
cannot equal it, and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine
gold." Gold and crystal enhance one another, and reiteration is not
redundancy of expression, but emphasizes the impossibility of equalling
wisdom with the most valuable things of earth, and for exchange!
" What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world and lose
his own soul ~ "or "What shall he giVE\ in exchange for his soul ~ " " No
mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls, for the price of wisdom is
above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall
it be valued with pure gold." How rare and costly these jewels are
still, as in Job's day, the press of the present time continually testifies.
What fabulous prices are given for pearls, and yet how Jew estimate
wisdom, and yet" all things thou canst desire are not to be compared
unto her."
" Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding ~ Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close
from the fowls of the air." It is "from abov-e, cometh down from the
Father of light" (James iii. 17). "If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not,
and it shall be given him." Even wisdom to know the Christ of God,
the wisdom of God whence He cometh, the Sent One of the Father,
sent into the, world on His errand of mercy to save His people from
their sins; and to know the place of understanding, the place called
Calvary, where we learn to understand something of the relative
value of an immortal soul, more precious than gold or sapphires or
pearls, by the price laid down there for its redemption. Let us
substitute the Name that is above every name instead of wisdom, so we
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may get a better estimate of His worth, but by no means an approximate value. Only those who know they are purchased by it can enter
at all into the calculation of His preciousness; yea, the heavenly
throng exhaust the epithets in their attempt to t.ell how" Worthy is
the Lamb."
" Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame thereof with
our ears." They cannot say, "We have tasted that the Lord is
Qracious ! "
,. "God understandeth the way thereof, and He knoweth the place
thereof." Exult ye, to whom this mystery has been revealed, in any
measure, so as to create a longing for more unfolding of it. "The
hidden wisd'om which God ordained before the world to our glorybut God hath revealed unto us by His Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth
all things, yea, the deep things of God." Only He who understandeth
and knoweth can instruct our minds and cause us to know the mysteries
of the kingdom of God. How small soever it seems to us, our knowledge may be of Christ, the wisdom of God; let us not minimize it,
but esteem it more precious than fine gold, the onyx, or rubies, for no
equivalent can be found in earth, and the smallest interest in this
wisdom is earnest of greater possession to be bestowed as we find out
our "lack." Nor is there any limit to the granting, for God giveth
liberally and upbraideth not. "Open thy mouth wide and I shall
fill it." Let us take the apostle's prayer: "That the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto us the
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, that the eyes
of our understanding being enlightened, we may know the hope
of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints," contrasted with the cost to Him of our ransom-price!
" For He looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole
heaven. To make the weight for the winds, and He weigheth the
\yaters by measure." How marvellous the insight of Omniscience,
and the extent of His survey; it is only equalled by tender mercy and
all-wise providence. He looketh upon every erring child of His, as
yearningly as He looked upon Peter, and seeth not only every wandering sheep, but everyone in distress, peril, affliction, and temptation,
to make the weight for the winds, sufficient to produce a cry (Ps. Ivii. 19),
but tempered so a-s not to crush, or destroy. Enough weight to make
a burden that must be cast on the Lord, enough to scatter every wind
of false dO'ctrine or evil thing, but not enough to remove the house that
is founded on a R{)ck! He weigheth the waters of tribulation by
measure. "They shall not overflow thee." He is perfect in " weights
and measures." None can reach His calculation! He also" knoweth
our frame"; how much it can bear, and what measure will produce
the best result He designs in meting out. Even thvater of life, the
Holy Spirit, as a sanctifier, enlightener and teache"-" He giveth in
measure" as ye are able to bear it," for we are most of us but" little
children," and need" line upon line, precept upon precept, here a
little and there a little." How tenderly gracious His measure!
"When He made a decree ~or the rain and a way for the lightning
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of the thunder: then did He see it and declare it; He prepared it,
vea, and searched it out." At the creation of the world when He made
decree for the rain to water the earth, which must be after the formation of Adamin the likeness of God, for before that" There went up
a mist from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground," for
the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and " There
was not a man to till the ground," by which we learn that rain
was decreed for man's necessity, physically and spiritually-what
should we do without rain ~ So equally how our souls would
parch, _wither, and die without "showers of blessing" descending
to soften our hearts and prepare for the incoITuptible seed to
take root and bear fruit to life eternal! He made a decree for the
rain and also a way for the lightning of the thunder, as in nature;
these natural forces are under the sole control of Omnipotence, and
clear the atmosphere, striking with alarm; so often these mighty
instruments are used to arrest the careless, arouse the indifferent, and
convict smners with terror, as the jailer at Philippi-then did He see
it-Wisdom, the Christ of God-He beheld Him, "full of grace and
truth," and declared Him as "the Image of the invisible God, the
First-born of every creature." In harmony with this view of Wisdom
is the 8th chapter of Proverbs and 1 Cor. i. 24, 30. He prepared it, yea,
and searched it out. How impossible for us to see, declare, prepare,
and search out such heavenly Wisdom for ourselves, all Christ, who is
made of God unto us Wisdom, Righteousness, Sanctification, and
Redemption!
"And unto man He said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom,
and to depart from evil is understanding." This fear of the Lord is
wisdom communicated from the fountain, and the outcome of this
inward filial fear is a godly life; how highly ought we to estimate even
a small portion of it, since it is a stream from the river of life, with
never-ending results. It is not slavish fear, but child-like, and the
affection of a loving son or daughter towards a loving Father, aiming
to please Him in all things, and fearing above all things to offend Him
by thought, word, or deed! Some of us had a tender father; we never
remember him to have laid his hand upon us to hurt us, so gentle was
his correction when we needed it, that we should be ashamed to think
less graciously of our heavenly Father, or to dread His hand! How
blessed a maxim for children; happiness is bound up in it; it is the
essence of a wise life, and the embryo of life eternal.

a

MARY.

MAN at his first birth" is born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards; "
and bv the second birth" a brother is born for adversitv." "His flesh
upon him " says Job, "shall have pain, and his soul .rithin him shall
mourn." But all our afflictions are light when compared with the
great reward of inheritance, and the doom of millions, who by na.ture are
110 worse than ourselves.-W, Huntington, 8.S.
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THE GLORIOUS SUFFERER.

" Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup
which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it? "-JOHN xviii. 1l.
JESUS, the dear Redeemer of all God's elect people, was a Man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief from His youth up. So the spirit
of prophecy testifies in David and by Isaiah. Many a time was He
afflicted from His youth before the ploughers ploughed upon His·
back and made long their furrows (John xix. 1). But until the time
of the text, when He spake these words, His affiictions and sorrows
had not attained to that height of woe they were now approaching unto.
Peter's drawing his sword to defend his Lord and Master from the
hand of His enemies showed the sincerity of his attachment to Jesus,
and a d~termination to protect Him from their wicked design, but
the Lord, in these words, gently rebukes him, refuses the defence of
carnal weapons, and with a touch of His blessed finger completely
heals the man, His enemy, whose ear Peter cut off.
Another sword had been drawn out of its sheath, not like Peter's,
to defend, but to smite the blessed and holy Jesus; and an exquisitely
quickened sense of the approaching stroke about to be inflicted on
Him made His spotless soul sorrowful, even unto death. That was
the sword of divine vengeance spoken of by Zechariah: "Awake,
o sword, against my shepherd, and against the man, my fellow,
saith the Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd" (Zech. xiii. 7).
In this cup was contained God's ,engeance due to the sins of His
elect: "Thou wast a God that forgavest them, though Thou tookest
vengeance of their inventions." Here, as Mr. Hltrt says,"Vengeance strove,
And gripped and grappled hard with love."

The full penalty and punishment of His dear people's sins and
transgressions was now due-the time was expired, and their glorious
Surety is met with the demand. For a moment the view and dreadful
sight ·seemed to stagger His holy, harmless, human nature. "0, My
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not
as I will, but as Thou wilt; but. 0 Father, if this cup may not pass
away from Me except I drink it, Thy will be done." In these petitions
of the dear Redeemer we have His strong crying and tears; in them
is expressed the will of Christ, as man, holy, harmless, undefiled, and
separate from sinners, that the awful cup, if possible, should pass
from Him. And here also we have expressPd the submissive will of
Christ as the Father's Servant in the everlasting covenant of grace
and redemption. We here behold, as Isaiah saith, J ehovah's Servant
whom He upholds, as the Surety of and as representing His entire mystic
body, His Elect in whom His soul delighted. "Thy will, as a holy,
righteous God and a God of sovereign mercy to these be done."
This sovereign will of God the Father was given forth in the council
of peace that was between them both, and declared as a decree of
God before time, in these words, " The Lord hath laid upon Him. this
g\OTious '2>ufierer, the iniquity or us an." And the Holy Ghost hath
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ratified the great transaction, as a thing done and accomplished, in
these words by Peter, "Who Himself bore our sins in His own body
on the tree"; by Daniel, "He made an end of sin and made reconciliation for iniquity"; and again by Peter, " Christ also hath suffered
for sins, the Just for the unjust, to bring us to God."
All that the elect" owed" to God in a way of obedience to His law,
which is holy, just, and good, Jesus by His spotless obedience in the
days of His flesh paid to the full, and all "the wrong" which the
elect had done to God by their transgressions, iniquities, and sins,
with the guilt attached thereto, Christ had laid to His account in the
cup given Him by His Father, at the sight of which He was shocked;
it was given Him to pay the debt and repair the wrong, and He was
"Shocked a.t the sight, yet prompt to pa.y."-Hart.

Shall I he wanting now that death is coming to Me armed with
every terror 1 Shall I turn aside, refuse the cup, and lose for ever
the joy set before Me in having My Bride Elect with Me in a coming
eternity 1 Shall the Man be alone 1 Is not My love of her strong
as death 1 Can the present waters of affliction quench it, or the
coming floods of wrath drown it 1 Is He, the everlasting Father
of all His given children, Who has loved them with an everlasting
love, and borne them in His affections, and carried them in His
purpose all the days of old, now to quit His hold of them, drop them
from His embrace, and permit them who so truly deserved to drink
it, to do so to their eternal undoing 1 Nay, but He will drink it for
them. As Erskine finely puts it: "At one great draught of love He
drank hell dry," i.e. the hell of His own people. No; He will abide
at His post and not desert her, even though she bring Him to the dust
of death.
" Stronger than death Thy love is known,
Which floods of wrath ean never drown ;
And hell and earth in vain eombine,
To quench a fire so mueh divine."

Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself for it. He became
her Surety to make good all she owed, and so He smarted upon that
account, as saith Solomon, "He that is surety for a stranger shall smart
for it." And with Judah He said, "If I bring them not back from
sin and Satan, death, hell, and the grave, and set them before
Go-d's face and at His right hand, let Me have the blame for ever."
Now, if Judah, Jacob's son, failed not in his undertaking, but in
due time set the son of his sorrow, the son of his right hand, before
his father Jacob, shall Judah's great Antitype not prevail to do the
same thing 1 Shall He not attend all their wanderings, be with them
in Egypt and plead for them 1 Shall He not prevail in His pleading
(Rom. v. 10) and bring him back again to Canaan and to his own
father in the fulness of the blessings of the everlasting gospel, and
present him' faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy1
Birkenhead.
G. A.
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SOME OF THE LAST DAYS OF THE REV. J. N. DAVIDSON,
l\LA.
THE following pages contain an account of the closing days of the abovenamed singularly faithful minister of Christ, and it is hoped that its
perusal will tend to the edification of souls.

" The memory 0/ the just is blessed.-PROv. x. 'I.
ON the 10th of May, 18'71, Mr. and Mrs. Davidson left their home for
Ryde, intending to stay there while their house was being painted and
cleaned; they stopped at Odiham on their way, wishing to take their
friend, Miss H., with them, as she was greatly needing change of air
and rest. They remained in Odiham two nights and days, in order to
visit some of the saints of God in that place; having accomplished
their purpose, they proceeded to Ryde on the 12th. For several months
previous to their leaving London, Mr. Dayidson's strength had been
failing, and he often suffered from great oppression and difficulty in
breathing, but their short stay in the quiet country town of Odiham
revived him, and he seemed to enjoy it much. On their arrival at Ryde,
he was greatly fatigued and exhausted, and from that time never regained any strength, but gradually seemed to fade away, but as the
outward man perished, the inward man was evidently renewed, day by
day. During the first week of their stay in Ryde, he wrote a few of his
instructive and precious letters to his friends and others. Though they
remained there for nearly three weeks, he only went out on two occasions,
once for a short walk, and the other time in a carriage to call on a
Christian lady, who, they found, had unhappily left the island a short
time previously. Throughout these weeks, he suffered very severely
both by day and by night, from great oppression and shortness of breath,
and was seldom able to speak above a whisper; he continued to conduct
the family worship, and manifested a deep interest in the servant girl of
the house, setting before her the true nature of the gospel of the grace
of God. The first two sabbaths they were at Ryde, he was able to spend
some time in the afternoon in reading and conversing on the Scriptures,
with Mrs. D., and Miss H., but the last sabbath he was too weak and
breathless for anything of the kind. The east winds were very prevalent during their sojourn on the island. Mrs. D. therefore clung to the
hope that, when able to return to their house in London, he might (God
permitting) recover his strength in a measure.
On May 31st, they left Ryde, and as it was his particular desire to see
the Lord's people that were at Odiham again, they stayed there for two
nights on their way home, but he evidently became much worse, and had
such severe attacks of asthma both nights that he really thought the
time of his departure had come. It was with great thankfulness that
they reached their home in safety, on the evening of June 2nd. He
wa.lked upstairs with difficulty, and only came down again twice,
namely, on the two following evenings to tea. On the day after they
returned home, Mrs. C. (Mrs. D's sister) came to see him, and after
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sympathizing with him about his weak and suffering state, she said,
"You believe that Jesus will be faithful to the end." His reply was,
" Yes! it would ill become me to doubt." When Mrs. C. took leave of
him that afternoon, his eyes followed her and rested on her, as if he
thought he should never see her again on earth, and this was observed to
be the case when he took leave of each one of those who visited him
during his illness, and he spoke to each of the near approach of his
departure, as if he would say to them, in the words of St. Peter, " Knowingthat shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus
Christ hath shewed me" (2 Pet. i. 14). This was a subject that had been
constantly on his mind for many years, and referred to by him; he
frequently repeated the words in 2 Cor. v. 1, 2, " For we know that if our
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens; for in this
we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is
from heaven;" and he ever lived as testifying the truth of David's
words, " There is but a step between me and death," or rather he would
have said," between me and eternal life."
On the Lord's day afternoon, June 4th, A. B. called to see him; he
manifested his usual unselfish, Christ·like spirit, being more anxious to
hear from her of the welfare of some of the Lord's dear people (as A. S.,
E. L., Miss L., and others), than to speak about himself. After tea he
read aloud the 24th Psalm, with painful difficulty, but with such great
delight, and spoke of the wonderful name given to the Lord Jesus in
v. 6, " Jacob " (margin, !' God of Jacob"), noticing the meaning of the
name Jacob, that is, " deceitful," and therefore that Christ is set forth
in this passage as made sin for his people, the sinless One taking the
place of deceitful, guilty sinners, " that they might be made the righteousness of God in Him." On this occasion he also quoted Phi!. i. 23,
" For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and be with
Christ, which is far better." These last words he said with great emphasis.
·On Tuesday, the 6th of June, he consented, after much entreaty from
those about him, to send for Dr. B., a Christian physician, who, on seeing
him, pronounced him to be suffering from asthma, dropsy, and disease
of the heart of long standing, and told him it was his opinion he could
not survive longer than two or three months. This intelligence he
received with the greatest joy. Dr. B.'s words proved to be true,
for it was only two months afterwards that the spirit was released from
the suffering and weary body. His sufferings during the last three
months of his life on earth were not in the way of pain (through God's
mercy), but from extreme breathlessness, sleeplessness, weariness, and
at times restlessness and great prostration; but not once throughout
the whole time was he heard to utter a murmur or complaint, or even
to wish that his condition were otherwise, but often expressed his cheerful
willingness to suffer the very utmost that the Lord might see fit to lay
upon nim. On tne 'Itn 01 August tne Lord's time came tor 'him to be
delivered from the" earthly tabernacle in which he groaned being burdened." During these three months, when his faith and patience were
florely tried by increasing suffering from want of breath, etc., the name
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oLthe Lord Jesus was abundantly glorified in him and by him. The
Lord strengthened him with all might according to His glorious power,
unto all patience and long-suffering with joyfulness. He was deeply
impressed with the solemnity of the prospect of soon appearing before
his Lord and Master, and, humbled in the dust on account of his own
unworthiness, was yet "stedfast in the faith," resting alone on the
finished work of Jesus, as the only ground of his acceptance before God.
He daily more and more decreased in his own estimation, and often
seemed at a loss for words strong enough to express the utter
abhorrence he had of himself.
.
Many sleepless hours of the nights during the month of June, when
he was unable to rest in bed, he sat in his dressing-room or study, and
spent the time in prayer, especially intercessory prayer, commending a
large number of God's people by name, to His care and keeping, seeking
special mercies for the particular case of each one. This had been his
pra<;tice for many, many years, but as the time drew nearer, when he
knew that he should be taken from them, this faithful under-shepherd
became still more earnest and constant in his supplications to the Great
Shepherd on their behalf. Often, as he lay on his bed, he was heard
praying aloud for" God's poor and needy people," confessing their sins
and his own too before the Lord; bewailing the worldliness and inconsistency of professing Christians; the lukewarmness and slothfulness
of God's ministers; the fearful errors abounding in the present day;
beseeching the Lord with earne t entreaties that He would make His
ministers more faithful, more diligent in reading and searching God's
Word, and in prayer; also that God would have mercy on" His poor
and needy people," and keep them from evil, and teach them" the good
and the right way." Thus was much time spent by him in speaking
(to the Lord) and praying, and confessing his sin, and the sin of God's
people, and presenting his supplications before the Lord his God. He
was able to converse but little, but when he did it was not to speak of
his sufferings, but rather of his" vileness, littleness, and folly" (as he
expressed himself), and to make mention of the abounding grace, lovingkindness, and faithfulness of God toward him, and not to him only, but
(as abundantly set forth in His holy Word) toward all His people. He
was ever ready to speak words of instruction, warning, comfort, and
exhortation to any who came to see him, or to send texts to others who
were unable to enjoy that privilege, proving abundantly that he might
truly have said with St. Peter, "Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in
this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have
these things always in remembrance" (2 Peter i. 13, 15.) He impressed
on all whom he saw, and upon those who ministered to him, this solemn
exhortation, " Win Christ." One night, during an interval of extreme
breathlessness, he said to his servant K, who was watching by him,
" Win Christ, K, win Christ. What am I 108ing now ~ (meaning nothing).
You lose all if you don't win Christ." He repeated the same words on
another occasion, to_Mrs. D.'s father, who came to see him, and said to
him, "It was my intention, if ever the Lord had been pleased to give me
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another opportunity for speaking publicly in His name, to have taken
those two words, 'Win Christ,' for my text. (And since his departure,
notes have been found which had eyidently been prepared for such an
occasion). He to whom those words were addressed was himself
shortly after taken to glory; both therefore of these two dear servants
of Christ have now won Christ.
The following are a few of the texts repeated by him to some, or sent
to others, as parting words of exhortation: "Live unto God"; ". Put
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to
fulfil the lusts thereof"; "Be thou faithful lmto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life"; "The book of the law shall not depart out of thy
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest
observe to do according to all that is written therein, for then thou shalt
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success." Thus
the words were true of him in these hours of weakness, as they had been
all through his life, " Behold thou hast instructed many, and thou hast
strengthened the weak hands; thy words have upholden him that was
falling, and thou hast strengthened the feeble knees"; "The lips of the
righteous feed many"; "The mouth of the righteous man is as a well
of life"; He was" worthy of double honour" for he had laboured in the
word and doctrine, giving himself wholly to reading and exhortation and
meditation. And now, in the hour of trial, his profiting appeared unto
all, and he was still enabled to profit others also. He laboured also
fervently in prayers and supplications" night and day," praying exceedinglyforthe people of God. The Word of God dwelt in him" richly in all
wisdom," it was the joy and rejoicing of his heart; he esteemed it more
than his necessary food; it was the lamp to his feet and the light to his
path; his mind was occupied with it continually, and it was his" study
all the day long." The greater part of his life had been spent in the
diligent study of the Scriptures. It had been his habit, from his youth
and 3,11 through his life, to rise very early in the morning and spend the
first hours of the day in reading God's Word, and in prayer. The
following true remark was made after his decease, " This great city has
lost one of its greatest Bible students." He was able to study the
Sciptures in their origins.l languages, and this made his expositions on
the Word of God so exceedingly valuable and instructive.
For many years he had been accustomed to expound the Scriptures,
one evening of the week, to a little company of God's people who assembled to hear him. For the last two years and a half of his life these
meetings had been given up because of his failing strength and health,
but he still continued up to the month of May previous to his decease
to conduct a little service each Lord's day morning, in the room of a
Christian invalid woman; the subject on the last occasion, May 7th, wa"
1 John ii. 12, 13.
When he became too weak to read that Book which was so dear to him,
he would seldom ask anyone to read it to him, excepting a few verses
occasionally, because his memory was so abundantly stored with the
precious ,Word of God that he did not need to hear it read; but he loved
tome~itate upon it, and once when Mrs. C. proposed to read to him, he
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said, " While you read· on, my thoughts tarry behind on what you have
read." One night he asked for the 25th Psalm to be read to him, and
he made some remarks on the few first verses: on the first verse. " Unto
Thee, 0 Lord, do I lift up my soul," he said, "The soul means the desire
or appetite, and David meant' I long to be one with Thee.' As you see
a large bubble runs into a larger bubble and becomes one with it, so the
soul is drawn to Jesus and made one with Him." Another night,
Rom. iii. 1-12 verses were read to him at his request, and then he also
made a few short remarks on each verse.
During the latter part of his illness, his head was in a very weak state,
owing. to the nature of his disease-dropsy, and at times he was not
conscious where he was, or who were about him, unless addressed by
any of them. Sometimes he would fancy he was going to speak to a
company of people and would say, " When will they be ready ~" "Are
the people assembled ~" " I want to speak to the people, I want to
tell them of the awful consequences of sin, what a fearful thing it is to
go on in the least sin, how important it is that we should never make
light of sin!" Sometimes, after speaking thus for a short time, he
would pray aloud, and end with the Lord's Prayer. Upon one occasion
he called his servants around him, and spoke to them on part of the
fifth chapter of Romans, after telling them each to read a verse in turn,
and he then ended with the Lord's Prayer. This took place only a few
days before the Lord took him to Himself. It had ever been his custom
to make the seasons of family worship occasions for imparting much
instruction on the Word of God to his servants and others; he was a
master who cared for the souls of his servants, and never forgot in dealing with them that he had also a " Master in heaven," and many counted
him a master" worthy of all honour."
,. ~One portion of Scripture which he took great delight in repeating and
dwelling upon was, "Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage ~
He retaineth not His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy.
He will turn again, He will have compassion upon us, He will subdue our
iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.
Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which
Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old."
One night, when his servant E. was watching by him, addressing her
he said, " Once a large number of soldiers were shut up in a very small
place, where the air was so impure thl/-t a vast number of them died; had
it pleased God to bestow upon them the Gospel of His grace, had they
known the pure gospel and trusted in the Lord Jesus for life and salvation,
pardon and peace, they might have lived, and lived for ever; what a
fearful thought, so many cut off in so short a time! Sinners are not
saved because of their faith, or prayers, or repentance, or good name, or
because they pay their debts and do the bflst they can; that never was,
and never will be, God's way of saving sinners. God the Father set up
Christ from everlasting, to be the complete and eternal salvation of all
those whoever should be saved, and there is no other way. But some of
you will say, 'This is making salvation to be altogether of God's
23
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sovereign grace.' Exactly so, only in this way can any be saved, namely
by Christ, whom God the Father hath given to be the salvation of
sinners; then how important it is that sinners should hear and receive
the Gospel of God's grace! Who are they that are most blessed? They
who are daily and continually coming to and trusting in the Lord Jesus
Christ as their salvation, their joy, their portion, and their treasure;
they are those who prove the comfort of God's salvation and of His
Word. It would be very strange if a flower were to say to the:gardener,
, I have had so much rain I don't want any more.' Which flower is
likely to thrive the most, that which gets the least rain, or that which
gets more? Is it because we have received some blessing from heaven
that therefore we should say, ' I will not pray for any more' ? "
The foregoing gives but a very faint idea of the force and energy with
which this servant of Christ magnified his office as a minister of the
gospel, even on his dying bed. This took place at 2 o'clock in the
morning, on July 1st, and it was very evident that he fancied he was
preaching to a large company of people, for he raised himself in the bed,
and spoke more loudly and with more energy than could have been expected, considering his great weakness and shortness of breath; and
it was a great delight to those around him, that his mouth was thus once
more opened to. declare some of those truths (though now spoken in
weakness) which he had so many thousands of times, and with so much
power, proclaimed both in his public ministry and at other seasons. (The
number of sermons the Lord permitted him to preach was 6,468). On
two occasions he asked for the 69th Psalm to be read to him, and made
a few remarks upon some of the verses.
The following texts are some of the many passages of God's Word
repeated by him in the day-time or at night. (Often in the night he
would begin a verse and leave it for his beloved wife to finish it for him,
especially at those times when for two or three hours his breath was
so oppressed that it seemed to him and those around him as if life
were ebbing fast away; he thus evidently manifested a desire
that his last breath should be spent in uttering God's precious Word.
Many were the anxious seasons of watching by his bed before the last
hour came). "I am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth
in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live"; "And this is the
Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me I
should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day"; "He
raiseth up the poor out. of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the
dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne
of glory." On this verse he remarked, " He gives the greatest blessings
to the vilest and basest of sinners." "The sufferings of this present ti~e
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed
in us." "Our light affiiction, which is but for a moment, worketh for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." One day he
repeated, " I will make all my mountains a way; I will bring the blind
by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have
not known; I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things
straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them."
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Then, turning to his beloved wife, he said, " That's a word for you."
At other times: "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men,
be strong"; Cleave unto Him, for He is thy life"; "My flesh is meat
indeed, and My blood is drink indeed"; "Thou hast in love to my soul
delivered it from the pit of corruption, for Thou hast cast all my sins
behind Thy back"; "He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him "; "Who
His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness; by whose stripes ye were
healed"; "All things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas,
or the world, or life or death, or things present, or things to come; all
are yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's"; "He is able to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever
liveth to- make intercession for them"; "Who of God is made unto us
wisdom an!l righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption, that
according as itjs written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord" ;
"Because I live, ye shall live also." Another passage in which he
delighted was Habb. i. 12, and he repeated with great emphasis and
exultation, " Art Thou not from everlasting, 0 Lord my God, mine holy
One ~ we shall not die ! " (In consequence of the everlasting God being
ours from everlasting, we shall not die).
He once said, '~When I thought just now I was departing, these words
came to me, "Come with me from Lebanon, My spouse, with Me from
Lebanon."
More than once he asked for the last three verses of Micah vii. to be
read to him (these have already been quoted). He also requested that
the first and third chapters of 1 Thess., and Rom. xiv., and Ps. xx. should
be read aloud to him. Some other verses which he repeated were, " My
covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of
My lips. Once have I sworn by My holiness that I will not lie unto
David; his seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before
Me. It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful
witness in heaven"; "Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation"; "There the glorious Lord will be unto us a place
of broad rivers and streams, wherein shall go no galleys with oars,
neither shall gallant ships pass thereby. For the Lord is our Judge, the
Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King; He will save us " (many of
these longer passages of Scripture he could only begin, orsaya few words
of them, leaving others to finish them. " The Lord will give strength
unto His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace" ; "All WE:'
like sheE-p have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way,
and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all"; "Bless the
Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name."
The following words also he delighted to repeat and dwell upon, " ThE:'
Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering," remarking that a
poor sinner, as Abel was, is not accepted of the Lord for anything he
can do, but his person is accepted in Christ Jesus first, and then the
Lord proves that He is pleased with his offering. This was the subject
of one of his sermons preached at Houghton in the year 1868 or 1869.
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Some other te 4 ts repeated by him were, " Thou hast not shut me up
into the hand of the enemy; Thou hast set my feet in a large room" ;
" A troop shall overcome him, but he shall overcome at the last" ;
" When we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not
Qe condemned with the world." "What a mercy!" he exclaimed.
" 0 Lord, correct me, but with judgment; not in Thine anger, lest Thou
bring me to nothing"; "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us ! " or " what a love! " he added. "The night is far
spent, the day is at hand." After these words he exclaimed, "Oh
happy! happy!" This text was the subject of the exposition delivered
by him in the room of A. S., on the Lord's day, January 1st, 1871, the
last New Year's day he was to spend on earth. (How remarkably true
these words proved in his case !) "This God is our God for ever and
ever, He will be our guide even unto death"; "Come unto Me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest"; "For it
became Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation
perfect through sufIerings "; "For in that He Himself hath suffered
being tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted";
"Remember Lot's wife"- " she looked back and became a pillar
of salt "; "I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment lest
any hurt it; I will keep it night and day"; "In ·him dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily," and" It pleased the Father that in
Him should all fulness dwell." He added, "What two glorious verses
are those!" "By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that
are sanctified"; "How fair and how pleasant art Thou, 0 Love, for
delights! "; "That must mean Christ," he said. "Are ye able to
drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptized with ~" And He saith unto them, "Ye
shall drink indeed of My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with"; "Should it be according to Thy mind ~ "; "When
He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." Again he said, " I must
not be weary or faint, for it is written, 'My son, despise not thou the
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him' " ;
" Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil; for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort
me"; "Seing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. For consider
Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest
ye be wearied and faint in your minds"; "The Lord is nigh unto them
that are of a broken heart, and ftaveth such as be of a contrite spirit" ;
"How great is His goodness and how great is His beauty;" and, he added,
"How great is His mercy!" "So run, that ye may obtain," he
remarked, " not hope to obtain, but obtain."
One night he tried to repeat the verses in Eph. vi. 13-18: "Take unto
you the whole armour of God" etc. After many attempts (for his head
was so weak), he at last succeeded in repeating them all correctly, and
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would not be satisfied until he had done so by himself, without help.
Thus did he meditate on God's Word day and night, and prove it to be
his comfort and delight in the time of his affiiction.
Several of the Lord's people took pleasure in sending him fruit
and jelly and other things they thought he might like, and he would
pray for such, that the Lord would bestow upon them spiritual blessings
in return for their kindness shown to him. This had always been his
practice whenever he received kindness from anyone, however small it
might be. When these little tokens of love were sent to him, he would
remark, " The Lord giveth me richly all things to enjoy." He would
often send messages to the saints, especially at those times when he
thought he was near the time of his departure, and would say, " My love
to all them that are in Christ Jesus," and once added, "Tell them
to be willing to let go all for Christ, to live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved them and gave Himself for them."
•
Often when he took leave of anyone he would say, "May the Lord
deliver you from all evil and preserve you unto His heavenly kingdom,"
or " May the Lord Jesus compass you about with His favour, and give
you to prove that His consolations are many and great," or " The Lord
help you and bless you; do nothing without Him."
A.t one time, when speaking of his end, he said to his beloved wife,
" The time of my departure seems delayed; when it does come, are you
willing ~" (implying, I am). On another occasion he said. "In the
prospect of the near approach of eternity, what can such a sinner as I
am do but just cling to the truths of the blessed Gospel ~" He often
liked to be left alone, and used to say, "It is quite needful for me to
spend much time in communion with the Lord." Once when Mrs. D.
was intending to stop with him, he sent her away to read the book of
A.mos with two friends in the adjoining room, telling her " she would
thus be much better employed than by remaining with him." When she
returned he remarked how much instruction was to be gained from that
portion of God's Word. That afternoon, being too ill to see A. B., who
had called, he requested Joshua xxiii. 14 should be given her from him:
" Behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth, and ye know in
all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all
the good things which the Lord your God spake concerning you; all
are come to pass unto you, and not ontJ thing hath failed thereof." Soon
afterwards he was heard t<J say, " And now, Lord what wait I for? my
hope is in Thee." But it seemed good to the Lord, to keep His dear
servant waiting still. On another occasion, after his pillows had been
comfortably arranged, he said, " I am now just ready to be rolled into
that place which everlasting love has prepared for me."
One night, when his breathing was very short, and he thought the Lord
was about to take him, he requested that he might be left alone for a
quarter of an hour, and was then overheard saying" Now Lord Jesus,
my spirit is ready"; but again was he disappointed, for the end was
not yet. Indeed, constantly throughout his illness the breathing became
so very oppressed and short, as if the Lord's time had come to release
his spirit, so willing to depart. Frequentlyin the night, during the first
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part of his illness, he 'Was too restless and breathless to keep in bed, and
would sit awhile in his dressing-room, and more than once in the morning
he mentioned that the Lord had brought to his mind the following words
of comfort, " I will come again, and receive you unto Myself," and" He
shall receive me," and added, "The Lord has been saying to me, 'Behold
the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him.' But yet He has
said, ' 1 will receive you unto Myself.' How important to have on
the wedding garment! I must still give diligence to make my calling
and election sure."
(To be contimud.)

CHRIST'S INTEREST IN HIS FLOCK.
By "A. B.," IN THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE," 1838.
!'

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want." -PSALM xxiii. 1.

BELOVED BRETHREN,-We find everything we want in the heart of
our Good Shepherd. His love to us from everlasting is the cause of
our salvation and eternal election: we are His sheep, purchased by
His oWD blood; we know we are His by His Spirit bearing witness
with our spirit. Our gracious Shepherd seeks after His sheep, and
we seek after Him; this is what delighted the heart of the Psalmist,
therefore in the confidence of faith he said, " The Lord is my Shepherd."
Here we rest in His covenant love; in His watchful eye and protecting
care "I shall not want"; no, blessed be His holy Name, He has
wrought out a righteousness to cover us, to atone for sins, to blot
out our transgressions.
He leads us into green pastures; here His sheep feed on His electing
love and atoning blood; He gives the appetite, and spreads the table,
and sets forth the provision of His gospel upon it. Our God takes
particillar pleasure in seeing His children hearty, therefore He says,
"Eat, 0 friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved"; "He
that eateth Me shall live by Me." Christ is both the food and the
feeder; what delight and satisfaction we feel in feeding on the glorious
doctrines of the ever blessed God, viewing Him going forth in His
Trinity of Persons for the salvation of our souls; truly our Shepherd
is a good Shepherd, for He hath purchased us with His oWD blood,
and reveals the same in the hearts of His people. Holy Spirit, reveal
a free-grace salvation in the hearts of all the Lord's flock and faInily,
and bring them into the true grace of God wherein we stand. The
Spirit of God is the great Revealer: He searcheth the deep things of
God, and makes known to us the precious things that are hid in His
Word; He breaks up the fallow ground of the heart, and shows us
what we are by nature, and brings us from our father's house into the
banqueting-house, and there makes known to us Jesus' love, and gives
us an experimental knowledge of the interest He has in us. A smile
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from Jesus brings heaven into our souls, and makes us as the chariots
of Amminadib, singing:" Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven:'

What sacred delight and satisfaction it is to the Lord's redeemed
family to know the Lord Jesus has an interest in them, that His love
is toward them, that He has beautified them with His salvation.
He leads them by His Spirit into the fields of His grace; there, like
Ruth, they gather the honey out of the promises of His Word; being
thus favoured' by the heavenly Boaz, they are brought to His feet
and constrained in love to Him to say, " The Lord is my Shepherd:
I shall. not want."
Jesus takes a pleasure in His flock, therefore He gives them eternal
life, and feeds the life given, and you, my brethren, are witnesses
to this truth, whose hearts the Lord has enlightened; we know the
Lord has an interest in us, because He has called us by His grace;
He draws out the life given in a way of gratitude for the unspeakable
gift of Jesus.
Holy Spirit, I praise Thee for the grace of confidence Thou hast
bestowed upon Thy Zion, while I pray unto Thee that Thou wouldest
increase it yet more abundantly, that Thy Church may arise and shine,
knowing that their light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon them. Oh, ye sent servants of God who labour in word and
doctrine, may you be enabled to sound abroad the glories of a risen
Christ! Lift Him up to the people, let Him be your Alpha and Omega;
no other Christ, but Jesus and Him crucified; and say with a clear
conscience, as an apostle did, "We preach not ourselves, but Christ
Jesus the Lord," testifying to both small and great that His interest
is unceasing; this received into the heart by faith brings peace,
comfort, and sanctification.
Our Good Shepherd manifests His interest in His flock by bringing
them into the highway of holiness, where no ravenous beast shall go,
but the redeemed shall walk there. Through His blood we have
deliverance from sin and Satan; and we sing with the poet :" Acquitted freely by His grace from every legaJ cha.rge,
Our Surety suffering in our place, did all our debts discharge;
He bore our sins, and sets us free, no charge on us can lie,
His blood's an all-sufficient plea, our souls to justify."

Two. several lovers built two several cities; the 'love of God buildeth
a Jerusalem; the love of the world buildeth a Babylon. Let every
one inquire of himself what he loveth, and he shall resolve himself of
whence he is a citizen.-Francis Quarles.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. ARTHUR TRIGGS.
lCONTRIBUTED.]
"BUT God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He hath
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved)," forms a fitting key-note to a short
account of his Lord's dealings with His servant Arthur Triggs, who
was born on April 23rd, 1787, in the village of Kingston, in Devonshire.
His parents were very poor (serge weavers), having nine children,
Artbur being the eighth. His father was what is called a very moral
man, and was clerk at the church. In early days young Arthur thought
himself a very good child, and grew up a zealous advocate of the
church, with the simple impression on his mind that the parson and
clerk would go to heaven, and that if ever he should attain to fill that
office he would go there too.
During early childhood he had many merciful deliverances from
death: at the age of three from scarlet fever, when his life hung in
doubt and the doctor said he would die; again at eight years, going
to look after a crow's nest'in an oak tree, the bough broke, and he was
picked up as dead. Whilst at play, when sixteen years of age, he fell
into a copper of boiling water and was laid up for several weeks after,
at times being in great agony. Speaking of that period he says,
" , Surely goodness and mercy have followed me all the days of my life.'
I even know what it is to be brought naturally through fire and water
and my life to be preserved. These deliverances prove to me the
faithfulness and love of my ever-blessed Lord, Whose eye was over me
for good, and watched over me when I despised Him and was Satan's
willing servant, and had no will or desire to thank Him for such mercies,
because I was dead in sin."
At the age of seventeen a way was opened in providence for him to
learn the business of a mason and slater, and it was during this time
that convictions of conscience would frequently take place, and under
these touches he would read his Bible, sing psalms and hymns, and
repeat the Lord's prayer, but it would soon wear off, and he would
launch out again more deeply than ever in sinning and rebelling against
his much abused Lord. Being fond of music and singing he took te
lead the choir at the church, which exposed him to more snares and
temptat~pns, and in later days he would often think over the goodness
and forbearance of God, in his attempting to take His sacred Name on
his unhallowed tongue, and saying, "Let us sing to the praise and
glory of God," when God was not known, nor His glory thought of.
On Feb. 15th, 1811, he was married to Mary Blackler, who proved
a true help-meet, so that he could attest the truth of Solomon's words:
" A prudent wife is from the Lord." During the next few years he
passed through a terrible law work, which so affected his health that
a pining sickness commenced and his flesh wasted away, and he concluded that death was fast approaching. The Lord at this time was
answering him by " terrible things in righteousness," and bringing him
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to see that nothing short of the atonement, or blood of sprinkling,
can ever give the guilty conscience peace. But he had to learn by
these things how Iowa sinner may sink under a sense of sin, deatp.,
hell, and wrath, and yet the Lord deliver him out of all, and raise "him
to a throne of glory.
Between the hours of 4 and 5 o'clock on the morning of July 15th,
1814, after a night of great anguish of soul, he heard these words with
such power as never to forget them: "All are yours, ye are Christ's,
and Christ is God's." He knew not whence they came, neither did he
recollect ever having seen them in his Bible. Language fails to describe
the great change he then felt. Guilt, misery, fear, dread, bondage,
wrath, and hell fled from him more quickly than the morning dew
before the sun, for all were gone in a moment, whilst light, life, liberty,
joy, and peace sprang up in the soul. In this happy frame he continued
for some time, and he could sing of the mercies of the Lord, Who had
done these great things. With his burden and misery removed he lost
all. pain of body, and he lived as if the Lord and he were constantly
tal'king face to face. All was a delightful calm. His experience was
truly out of darkness into light, out of bondage into liberty, out of self
into Christ, out of hell into heaven. But these manifestations of his
very dear Lord were preparing him for many fresh trials. He was at
that time sorely tried in temporal matters, for during his affliction his
business had gone back, but although in great tribulation the consolations of God were neither few nor small. He had His presence, and
that was all he wanted, and during this time of poverty he had wonderful proofs of the Lord's care as "Jehovah-Jireh," for even persons
who hated the truths of God came in and put a loaf on the table
and walked out again without speaking a word.
About this time he made the acquaintance of a few of the children of
God at Bigbury and Kingmore, who would sometimes meet together
at his brother's house for prayer and reading; and at times a dear
brother in the Lord, William Gay (a blind man) would speak to them,
the Lord often indulging them with His manifest presence. But after
a time he was laid on a bed of affliction for some months. It was
at this time put into the heart of Arthur Triggs that as the Lord had
done so much for him, he would like to tell other poor sinners of His
love, but at the same time had a fear lest it should be presumption.
Coincidently, God put it into the minds of his friends to ask him to
preach, saying they thought he could. At first he declined, but thinking the matter over he was brought to this point: "I certainly can
tell them what God has done for my soul," and felt constrained to do so.
lt was on Lord's-day, Jan. 12th, 1817, after the morning service at
his brother's house, as they were walking together in the garden, he
said to him, "I shall preach this afternoon," at which he was right glad,
but no one else knew of the matter. After commencing the afternoon
service as usual, he arose and gave out the text, "I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ," and as the truths he proclaimed had been sweetly
experienced in his heart he was enabled to speak freely, and the effect
was soon made manifest. Those who had trodden the path clave to him
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for the truth's sake, and he continued to preach thus, every Sunday and
Tuesday evening, until September. It soon got noised about that the
mason had turned preacher, and he was invited to preach in other
villages, feeling the Lord's presence whilst preaching, for He gave him
great flow of matter, so that every obstacle was taken out of the way.
But after the service was over Satan would often shoot his fiery darts
at him, telling him he had been unsent of the Lord. He continued
this preaching at his brother's and in his own house until March 13th,
1823, during which time souls were called out of darkness into God's
marvellous light; amongst them being a little girl named Sarah King,
who died at the age of thirteen years and eight months. The Lord's
dealings with this dear child were very intt>resting, clearly setting
forth the distinguishing grace, discriminating mercy, and sovereign
love of the Lord our God. He had never seen her at his house, but
the Lord quickened her soul there and set her at liberty. Afterwards
she caught cold and a rapid consumption took place. A fortnight
before her death she sent for him, and when he entered the room her
parents and friends were standing round her bed expecting her speedy
departure.. She then asked them all to leave the room, and told them
to shut the door. Being alone, she turned and said, " Help me up and
put the pillows behind me," and on being asked why she had sent for
him, she said, "To tell you what the Lord has done for my soul." To
which he replied, "Well, my dear child, do let me hear how, when,
and where." "You never saw me at your house while you were preaching." He said, "No." "Why," said she, "I used to come down
and get behind the front door, and stand there that no one should see
me, and one night· while you were preaching the Lord brought His
Word with power into my heart, and I felt, as I had never felt before,
that I was a lost sinner! I went on in this state for some time, full of
sorrow and grief on account of my sin, but was always at my post
behind the door whenever you preached, and once when you were
speaking of the preciousness of the Lord Jesus, and what He had done
for poor sinners in redeeming them from all iniquity and saving them
from their sins, I felt the truth thereof with power and blessedness in
my heart, and all my sin and misery were removed, and Jesus was
precious to my soul." She added, "You gave out that dear hymn
after the sermon, ' Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lamb,' and I felt such
love to my precious Christ that I could sing aloud, ' He hath redeemed
me.' " On hearing this tt'stimony they wept together, and rejoiced, and
praised the name of the Lord Who had shown so much mercy. She
then asked him to read to her and engage in prayer, " But don't you ask
the Lord to give me health or keep me here, for He will not answer
you. I shall soon be with Him in glory." He continued to visit her
daily after this, and the last night he was with her, after they had been
talking about their most glorious Christ, she paused for awhile, and
said, "I do not want you to pray for me to-night. I am above all
prayer, it is all praise; I have nothing to ask for, I have all I want."
She appeared to be in raptures of soul, and looking up said, "I see
heaven opened and my precious Jesus standing to receive me," which

The Gospel Magazine.

363

she repeated several times. On leaving he said, " I will come again in
the morning." She replied, "You may come, but I shall never see
you more on earth; before you come I shall be with my precious Jesus."
And so it was, for before the next morning her redeemed soul had
taken its flight to mansions of eternal glory.
After a time it pleased the Lord in His providence to open a door
for him to preach at Plymouth, which he gladly accepted, having for a
long time had a wish to go there so as to hear that blessed man of God,
Dr. Hawker, and the Lord knit their hearts together so that the greatest
familiarity and friendship existed between them, until the Doctor's
death on April 6th, 1827. Such was his esteem for the Doctor's ministry
that he would frequently after the morning service at Rehoboth, leave
with all haste, and press his way up into the gallery of the overcrowded
" Charles" to hear for about ten minutes the conclusion of this venerable old saint's morning sermon. After remaining at Plymouth for
some years, he removed to London, where his ministry was much
enjoyed and great blessing attended it, both at Gower Street Chapel,
and Zion Chapel, Waterloo Road. About this time he directed his
attention to the acquirement of some knowledge of the Hebrew and
Greek languages, so that he was enabled to read and understand
tolerably well God's Word in its original tongues. In preaching, his
delivery was so rapid and his quotation of Scripture so continuous and
extraordinary, that many came to hear him for that simple gratification.
No reporter could take his sermons with any correctness at this time.
He seemed when in the pulpit to be always in the freedom and joy of
the Holy Ghost; and although in experience sorrowful, yet apparently
always rejoicing; empty, yet always full; for passing over his reading
and expounding of the Word, which was critical, instructive, and
comforting, as soon as the vibrations of the song following the
supplicating address were lost he would suddenly rise, and commonly
taking up some favourite lines he had just read, would with a gleaming
joy, and warmth of feeling that is not usual, freely pour forth his
soul ~o the people, in some unpremeditated and appropriate remarks
on the same, that some have said they were more comforted and fed
under at times than thev were from the sermon. Then, without a
pause, and without even 'opening his Bible, he would deliver his text
simply, but with pathos, and not very commonly (more especially at
the last) repeating it, or where it was to be found; so that frequently
when the service was concluded some could scarcely tell where to find
the passage. But the substance had an abiding, and there are those
who will never forget whilst in the body the unction that accompanied
such texts as "Ye shall eat in plenty" (Heb. vii. 24), preached on
March, 1847 (a fast day), " But this Man," and the" Twelve fruits"
(Song vi. 2,3), " My beloved is gone down into His garden," and many
others. He would often as it were soar away as on eagle's wings, out of
himself and all his temptations, and it was with him " Jesus only" ;
but as he was thus enabled not only to take the most daring flights,
to be as it were" face to face," so likewise at times he would sweetly
de~cend into the lowest depths with the affiicted, exercised children,
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sympathizing With them in their pdverty, temptations, grief, and
pains, the which he had himself experienced, so that feelingly he waa
enabled to "speak a word in season" to the Lord's tried, exercised,
and tempted ones. When he began to preach he entered regularly,
and so continued to the last, in one book all the texts which he spoke
from, which number of times amounted to 10,103.
For some years prior to his home call he suffered from a distressin.g
internal disease, and towards the end of his life a wound broke out in
his left foot, the bone being diseased, from which he suffered intense
pain; so that at the last very few friends could be permitted to see
him, and only his affectionate wife and sorrowing children did he wish
to be about him. This had been a cherished desire for years, and
which was fulfilled by all his remaining children being present. Just
before his decease he said, "If any of my friends ask about me, tell
them it is sweet to die in Jesus." Jesus only had been his precious
theme through all his pilgrimage. To another who came to see him
he said, " You have come to see me die in Jesus. I am longing to be
with Him; no fear, no anger, no wrath, it is all love. I am longing to
die. He is my Redeemer."
.
Thus he fell asleep on August 10th, 1859, aged 72 years. His interment took place on the following Monday, August 15th, in Norwood
Cemetery, after being for forty-two years minister of the everlasting
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:
HIS DOCTRINE.

" He is altogether lovely."-SONG v. 16.
" The doctrine of CJ6.ist."-2 JOHN 9.
In the short but beautiful Epistle to the elect Lady, John sets forth the
loveliness of Christ's Doctrine, and speaks repeatedly of the blessedness
of knowing and walking in the truth (1, 3, 4, 6), declaring, " He that
abideth in the Doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son."
Believers are saved from deception (7) ; they look to themselves, do
not lose the things they have gained, and (in the end) receive a full
reward (8).
The word Doctrine signifies Teaching, and it denotes the knowledge
of divine things, communicated by the Lord Jesus Christ through His
Spirit. Some who have ideals of true Doctrine in their heads do not
abide in it, but transgress (9); whereas those who embrace it by
faith in the love of it, walk after His commandments (6), and receive
grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus
Cb.rfst (3). Such are separated in spirit unto Jesus, and therefore should
Illitintain a separate walk (10,11). We may consider the Doctrine of
Christ, 'of which the fruits are so precious, in some of its lovely aspects.
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE COVENANT.

It should not be forgotten that behind the Covenant of Grace" are
the Persons who entered into it, the Holy Father, the Holy Son, and
the Holy Spirit. The Covenant is the fruit of the love of the Holy
Trinity. The Lord Jesus appears in it as the federal Head of the
Church; just as Adam appears in the Covenant of Works as ~he
federal Head of the Human Race, and Abraham, in the Jewish National
Covenant, as the Head of the Jews. The distinction between these
three Covenants is very important. They are often confounded, in
respect both to their precepts and promises. The Covenant of Grace
is unchangeable, because it is made between three unchangell-ble
Persons, is based upon two unchangeable foundations-the oath, and
promise, of our God. It has an unchangeable witness, even the Eternal
Spirit, as well as an unchap.geable Seal, the blood of Jesus Christ.
THE PRINCIPLES OF THE DOCTRINE

of Christ are enumerated in Heb. vi. 1, 2, and are these: Repentance,
Faith, Baptisms, Laying on of Hands, Resurrection of tbe Dead, and
Eternal Judgement.
" Repentance toward God" is a fruit of the Spirit, the gift of Christ,
and consists in a true mourning for sin, hatred of it, and turning from
it to the Redeemer.
The" doctrine of Baptisms" (or Washings,") is set forth typically in
Leviticus, and points to the washing of regeneration, which is accomplished by the baptism of the Spirit. The baptism of Water is the sign
and seal of these things in the present dispensation.
To understand" the laying on of hands," we must also look back to
the fig1¥es of the Ceremonial Law. The hand of priest or sinner laid
upon the Victim denoted-Trust in a Substitute, Transfer of guilt, and
the leaning of the whole weight upon HIM.
The" Resurrection of the dead" is one of the first principles of our
most holy Faith, which is firmly held by all real Christians. It is
plainly asserted in the Scriptures, Christ Himself rose from the dead
as the "first-fruits," the earnest of the ingathering of the whole
harvest (1 Cor. vi. 14, 2 Cor. iv. 16, Heb. ii. 6, Rom. vi. 3-9). The
Resurrection is symbolized in Nature by several striking analogies:
the upspringing of the seed, the budding forth of trees, the metamorphosis of insects, the reviving of life in Spring, which follows Winter's
death, and the morning awaking after the nightly sleep.
The Resurrection is shadowed in the Old Testament, as in the case of
Jonah, and it is clearly taught in various passages: Job xix. 25, 27,
Psalm xlix. 15, Isaiah xxvi. 19, Dan. xii. 2, 3, 13. Moreover, there are
instances recorded in the Scripture of actual resurrection, such as the
dead child by Elisha, Lazarus of Bethany, and some of the saints at the
Resurrection of Jesus, etc.
Lastly, "Eternal Judgement" finishes the list. In that day, the
righteous shall be separated from the wicked, and the former shall be
acquitted, while the latter shall be condemned. The Judge of the
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whole earth will then glorify Himself in His creatures.
transaction leads to a consideration of

This solemn

THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION,

for it is the portion of those on the right hand to be justified freely.
There is an important distinction between forgiveness and justification.
Man may forgive a fellow-mortal his trespass, but man cannot justify
or make the transgressor as though he had never sinned, so clearing
him. God above can do this. The Gospel reveals the Lord's way of
justifying the ungodly. In the gospel we learn that justification has
two parts-first, the putting away of the sinner's sin; second, the
putting on of the Saviour's righteousness. Each is the act of God, and
can only be apprehended by faith.
Most wonderful figures are used to describe the putting away of sin.
It is cast behind God's back, it is covered, it is thrown into the depths
of the sea, and Bunyan's Christian saw his sins buried in the Saviour's
sepulchre.
The Righteousness wrought out and wrought in is the perfect
obedience of the Lord Jesus to the Holy Law, which the God-Man began
to work, just when we began our life of sinning, as an infant of days
on His mother's knee; and which He finished on Calvary 's tree, when
" He died to atone for sins not His own." That dear Saviour is now
at the right hand of the majesty of heaven, and very precious is
THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST'S EXALTATION.

The father hath exalted His dear Son, not only as the proof of the acceptance of Himself as finishing the work given Him to do, but also as
the proof of the acceptance of the Church in Him. It is this persond
interest which makes the doctrines of grace so very glorious and sweet.
After Christ's humiliation He ascended to heaven in our human nature,
and that nature ever lives to make intercession for His people. So
Christ is able to sympathize with them as Man, and able to succour
them as God. Another part of the ascended Saviour's glory is, that
He lives to administer the Kingdom, because all power in heaven and
on earth is committed into His hands. Finally, as the Mediator all
spiritual gifts are bestowed through Him. A spiritual and experimental
acquaintance (however imperfect) with the Doctrine of Christ will lead
the humbled soul to
" CROWN HIM LORD OF ALL."

Bath.

E.C.

GOD is a light that is never darkened; an. unwearied life that cannot
die; a fountain always flowing; a garden of life; a seminary of wisdom;
a radical beginning of all goodness.-FranC!is Quarles.
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MARTIN LUTHER AND JUSTIFICATION BY F k(TH.
By THE LATE DEAN LAW.
" The iust shall live by

fa~:th. " -ROMANS

i. 17.

BLESSED indeed are these inspired words. May they ever be a blessing
to all who hear and read them. Marvellous are the triumphs which
they have effected. May these triumphs continuously swell until the
Church militant shall sheathe the sword! They especially demand
present notice. In this year (1883) we celebrate the 400th anniversary
of LUTHER'S birth. This was the text which, by the Spirit's power,
kindled the full blaze of truth in his mind. It clearly revealed to him
the mode of a sinner's justification before GOD. He saw in it the inheritance, through faith, of life eternal. It was to him the mirror of salvation's blessed. scheme. It shone before him in full lustre as the essence
of revelation. Thus it became the life of his soul. It ruled in his
constant thoughts. It was the vigour and brilliancy of his teaching.
It was the staff of his pilgrim steps, the mainspring of his ceaseless toil,
the warmth of his intrepid zeal. It brought peace to his conscience,
happiness to his heart, energy to his will. It was the weapon which he
heroically wielded. By this the blinded monk became a preacher of
bright truth, and disinterred the Gospel, so long buried in Papal rubbish.
It made him conqueror over every peril and every fear. Thus arrayed
he was bold before the mightiest assemblages. It enabled him to
shiver all the arts and fallacies of Rome, and to wave high that torch
of the Reformation which enlightened a benighted world, and gave
birth to that liberty which has long been our joy, our strength, our pride,
our glory. Surely it becomes us, especially at this season, to ponder
deeply the volumes of truth contained in these words.
Let us then consider the title of believers-they are the just; next,
their blessedness:-they have life; and then the means by which this
life is gained-faith in JESUS CHRIST.
(1). They are "the just." Justification is their heaven-sent
property. They are justified in the sight of GOD from all the guilt and
penalties of sin. They are acquitted at the bar of justice as if they had
never been polluted by sin's hateful touch. Not all the powers· of hell
can work their condemnation. They are pronounced to be innocent,
and blameless of every offence. But how can this wondrous acquittal
become theirs ~ Surely they were conceived and born in sin. Corruption was their cradle. Their inner man was alienation from the
righteous law; their rebellious footsteps trampled on the requirements of GOD. How then can they be justified or fpronounced
righteous ~ The glorious truths of the Gospel here give light. GOD~S
co-eternal and co-equal Son assumes man's nature, and stands theu
substitute-their representative-their proxy. CHRIST, of GOD was
made sin for them, that they might be made the righteousness of GOD
in Him. GOD, in His wondrous grace, wills and decrees and effects the
transfer. "All we like sheep have gone astray. We have turned
everyone to his own way; but the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity
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of us all." Hence their acquittal is complete and final. They appear
before GOD pure and holy, without spot or blemish, even as His own
beloved Son in heaven. So marvellous is the truth, that to gain credit
for it GOD confirms the tidings by expressive images. Give ear to the
oft-recurring assurance. It flows as wave upon wave. "Their sins
and their iniquities will I remember no more." "Though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool." "As far as the east is from the west
(an interminable space) so far hath He removed our transgressions from
us." "He will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea." "In
those days and at that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel
shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and
they shall not be found." "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy
transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins."
Who will not from the inmost heart exclaim, "Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto
whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity." There is no rest for the soul
until such blessedness is a realized portion!
(2). The text leads onward to other heights. It is said: "They shall
live." All that constitutes life shall be their inestimable inheritance.
Truly they were born dead in trespasses and sins. Sin, when it entered,
utterly extinguished every spark of spiritual life. Their doom was to
grope a darksome path through ignorance and error into the region
which is termed" the second death." But now the sentence is reversed.
Life is restored. They live to God, and they shall live for ever. The
HOLY SPIRIT-The LORD and giver of life-by His renovating power
has replaced the lost treasure. CHRIST, who is their life, enters and
reigns within. This life is hid with CHRIST in GOD. Satan cannot touch
it. It is as high above his reach as GOD Himself in the heaven of
heavens. It is spiritual now, leading onward to life in glory. Thus
they have spiritual faculties, spiritual perceptions, spiritual desires.
The knowledge of GOD is restored. Communion with Him rules within.
They know Him now as their Father through adopting grace. They
are enabled to acquaint themselves with all His attributes, to love Him
as His devoted children, to adore Him as the author and giver of every
blessing which they realize, of every hope which shines within them.
But their spiritual life in the fulness of its delights exceeds all thoughts
to conceive-all words to paint. But to what does it lead ~ To the
everlasting life of glory. Through the grave and gate of death, the
spirits of the just pass onward to perfection in the immediate presence
of their beloved LORD. Absent from the body is to be at home with
Him. The prayer is fulfilled, " Father, I will that they also whom Thou
hast given Me be with Me where I am." And yet a little while their
quickened spirits shall re-enter resurrection bodies, in all things made
like unto the glorious body oftheir Lord. Redemption shall be consummated, heaven shall be entered. But what that heaven is, no thought
can tell until that heaven be reached. Who will not from his heart
exclaim: Blessed prospect! glorious hope ~ Who will not count all
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge which the
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Reformation restored? LUTHER was indeed a happy man when his
soul feasted at the banquet of this truth.
(3). The text proceeds to announce the pathway to tIlls unspeakable
blessedness. It tells that justification and life are the fruit of faith" The just shall live by faith." Paul thus amplifies, " Therefore, being
justified by faith, we have peace with GOD through our LORD JESUS
CHRIST, by whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of GOD." We are thus led to gaze
"on this blessed principle. It is a free-grace gift. It is implanted and
awakened in the heart by the power of the HOLY SPIRIr. It is no mere
assent of the understanding to the revealed Word. It is entire submission of the will to the revelation" of the blessed JESUS. It is the full
reception of Him to live and reign in every faculty of mind, and every
pulse of the whole heart. It is the eye which sees Him dying upon the
cross-rising from the dead-ascending into heaven-ever living in
intercession for us-and yet a little while, about to revisit earth. It is
the hand which grasps Him and holds Him fast. It is the foot which
runs towards Him, and never stops until it reaches His wounded side.
It is the appetite which feasts on the rich banquet of His finished work.
It is the ear which listens to His calls and melting invitations. It is the
lip which sounds aloud His praise, and cries unto Him with incessant
cries. It is the whole soul won bv His love-inflamed with adorationdevot-ed to His service. It is the fruitful parent of all holiness. It
overcomes the world. It never leaves us till the gate of heaven is
reached. It there knocks, and gains entrance by the plea, "CHRIST
died." Then its work is over. This is the power by which all the
blessings of salvation are grasped and retained. This shone brightly
before LUTHER. It was the essence of his teaching. The fallacies and
errors of Popery fled before it-the Gospel revived, Reformation was
established.
What shame and misery would it be if this truth should ever be
bedimmed in our beloved land! Rather let all zeal and energy
awaken, and let the saving principle sound aloud from every pulpit, and
be embraced by every heart, and descend from children unto children's
cbildren-" The just shall live by faith."

"THE HALF HAS NOT BEEN TOLD US."

,I·
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THE half has not been told us,
Nor will it ever be,
\Vhile we are here as pilgrims,
Till we His glory see.
The Scriptures well assure us
Of all our Lord hath done;
We read with silent wonder
The triumphs He hath won.
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The half has not been told us ;
Sufficient 'tis to know
Our Lord is King of Glory,
His secrets He will show;
When earthly shadows vanish,
When dawns an endless day,
Then shall we see His glory,
The Life, the Truth, the Way.
The half has not been told us ;
Enfolded in His hand,
We cannot grasp the beauty
Of our Immanuel's Land.
Ten thousand times ten thousand
Unite His praise to sing;
May we, too, join the chorus,
" Worthy the Lamb, our King."
The half has not been told us ;
Prepare us, Lord, we pray,
For all that lies before us ;
May we Thy will obey.
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
The glories kept in store ;
Dear Saviour, now draw near us,
Till safe we reach yon shore.
The half has not been told us ;
Our Saviour we shall see,
The King in all His beauty,
Reigning triumphantly.
There in that Golden City,
Amidst the mansions fair,
Beside the crystal river,
To dwell for ever there.
The half has not been told us ;
Teach us, dear Lord, we pray;
We would as lowly pilgrims
I,earn of Thee day by d'ty. '
One peep within the Glory
Would 'lift our hearts above;
Repeat the old, old story, .
Of Thine unchanging Love.
AUNT Lucy.
(The late Mrs. Stares.)
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THE gOSPEL IN BRITTANY.

~,

BRITTANY has furnished many themes for 'authors and poets, who have
written tales and romances, and have dwelt on the antiquities of the
country and superstitions of its inhabitants. But no subject can
afford such pleasure and satisfaction to the Lord's people as the story
of what God has done by His Word and the preaching of the Gospel in
that country.
As Brittany is our nearest foreign missionary field, so is it one of the
darkest; and yet, at the same time, one that gives the greatest encouragement and promise of blessing.
Some forty years ago there was a little boy whose grandfather had
filled an office in the Financial Department of the Government of
Napoleon I., but losing all his property in the Revolution, the boy's
father was a poor man, and a sabot-maker, living in a little village in
the Cotes-du-Nord.
This boy was being trained for the Romish Priesthood; and was going
to the Cure's house for his Latin lessons.
One day, on his return home, his companions told him there was a
Protestant man inside, and he avoided his cottage till the man had gone
away.
On another occasion, the same thing happened; and this time, the
boy, hearing a voice, listened to wha.t he was reading, and when the man
came out, he asked the name of the book. The man told him it was
the Bible. It was, of course, a French Bible, for at that time, there was
no Bible to be had in the Breton language. The boy asked where he
could get a copy, and the man promised to bring him one.. It was well
that he kept his promisf>, for that Bible led to the conversion, first of his
mother, and afterwards of tlle boy; but not' of the father till some
yea-rs later.
'
The boy at once gave up going to the priest for his lessons, and walked
to an.d from his village many miles to the nearest to,wn every week.
Pasteur William Monod, hearing of the boy's perseverance, arranged
for h~m to go to Paris, and there, in the College of the Reformed
Church, he completed his education, and returned with his literary
and legal degrees, to preach the gospel in his native Village.
This was the beginning of the present work,~ which is called, 1.' The
Breton Evangelical Mission." But though so named, it is not a
" mission" in the proper sense of the word, for no hUinan being ever
planned or organized the work, nor sent out workers to engage in it,
" It is the Lord's doingiand it is· marvellous in our eyes."
The Lord it is who began His work of grace in the heart of that boy
and carried it on till he became, in the person of Pasteur Lecoat, the
Apostle of Brittany.
. '
,It. is tile Lord who qualified His servant to become the translator of
the Bible into the Breton language.
'.
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It is the Lord who has put His seal of blessing on this work, and
opened fresh fields of service. He who provided the message for the
heart, and the heart for the message, also provided the messengers for
both, and used all for the conversion of many souls.
The Gospel is now preached all over the country. In some places,
churches and schools have been built. In others, houses and halls have
been hired.
Bible carriages regularly make a complete tour of the country, the
route being marked by blessed results.
The whole work is unique. It begins where most other missionary
works are tryin~ to end, for it is
A

NATIVE CHURCH.

. From the Pasteur downwards, the evangelists, colporteurs, and
school teachers are all the fruit of the Word, and are all natives of the
country.
It is unique also, in that those who help the work can, within twentyfour hours from London, be in Pasteur Lecoat's house at Tremel, and see
for themselves how their contributions I1re spent.
The Pasteur is pleased to receive his English helpers and friends
during the summer months; and many are glad to avail themselves of
the opportunity of visiting Brittany.
The work of the Breton Evangelical Mission has so developed and
extended, that it now consists of the following six departments :(1) The Spiritual work, which consists of : (a) Preaching the Gospel in 14 different centres in its own or hired
places in Finistere, Cotes-du-Nord, and Morbihan.
.,(If) The Bible Carriages which visit the whole country for the distribution of the Scriptures and Gospel literature. Each carriage is
accompanied by two evangelists, who preach the Gospel in the
towns and villages they visit.
(c) In severa19f the centres there are Sunday schools, Bible classes,
and Prayer meetings in connection with them.
(d) At Tremel (the headquarters of the Mission) there is a day school
for boys alid girls, a night school for adults, and sewing classes for
women.
(2) The Orphanage, in which there are over sixty children, some of
whom are the children of converts in different parts of th\l country who
are able to pay a small sum towards their maintenance and education.
(3) A Hospice for the dying; and a. dispensary for the sick, to which
many come for treatment, and receive spiritual instruction as well.
(4) A Home for Tramps, where they receive free a night's lodging and
food, and attend the early morning service at the chapel before they go
on their way.
.
(5) The Flax Mills, the profits arising from which are devoted to the
various works in connection with the Mission.
(6) In addition to the above works, this native church of Brittany
has itself become a missionary church; for it sends visiting evangelists
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to Bretons residing in Paris and other places out of Brittany. In Havre
and the Channel Islands, this missionary work has led to the settlement
of a resident evangelist.
We conclude this occasional paper with the following letter recently
received from Pasteur Lecoat :My

DEAR DR. BULLINGER,

With regard to our report,-the report of the colportage and of the
" occasional" paper, we are obliged to employ the utmost prudence,
more than has ever been found necessary in the past.
Already, in consequence of our having published a short report of our
flax mill, the Jesuits in the district have leagued themselves against
us, and have rendered much more difficult our buying and selling
operations.
The short conversations which our colporteurs have on the right
hand and on the left, as they call at the houses to offer their books, reported in the Treme1ois, make them appear as spies, so that in many
districts the people now dare not open their hearts to them. The
secret agents of the Jesuits watch and spy on us everywhere in order
to know if we are a society i for, if they were able to prove that such
was the case, all our property would be sold.
The Jesuits even organize, where they can, secret armed bands in all
directions to commence a civil war if it were possible. Extreme
prudence, reserve in accordance with it, and conduct without equivocation, are all necessary.
It is now war to the death between the French Government and
Rome, between civil rights and clericalism. It is the hour when
education will be taken out of the hands of the congregations, or the
Ministry will fall.
We are in God's hands, and do not remain idle.
It will be now nearly fifteen years since, thanks to the Trinitarian
Society, the Bretons have had the Scriptures, and the change that has
passed over the greater part of the country is immense. A large
number of the superstitions have disappeared; the phantoms, sorcerers,
and ghost-s exist no longer, except in the brains of some old folk.
Faith in the sacred plants of the Druids, in miraculous springs, etc.,
one does not now hear spoken of; there still remains the idolatry of
Rome held together more by form than belief.
It is the order of the priests to pray for the dead and to give offetings
to patron saints, but the pilgrimages diminish, and if it were not from
the force of example they would fall to the ground.
Instead of this one now sees :I. In many houses the- Bible has replaced the" Lives of the Saints"
-a tissue of falsehoods which was read and venerated by the Bretons.
11. In many localities centres for meetings have been opened.
Ill. Many sceptics and drunkards have been converted and become
preachers of the Gospel.
IV. Young people who have heard the preaching of the Word have
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carried the Gospel to the Bretons in Canada, Tonquin, Tunisia, the
North of Africa, New Caledonia, etc.
V. Independent stations for the evangelization of the Bretons have
been opened at St. Denis, Paris, Havre, and Jersey.
VI. In consequence of the work done last year amongst the sardine
fishermen, a vast field for evangelization has been opened. The large
free distribution of portions of the Scriptures made among the starving
has produced fruit to the glory of God. Here one finds among them
groups of people who spend their Sundays studying the Bible. There
it is a blind grandfather, who listens while his grandson reads to him of
the love of Christ to sinners.
VII. In different parts of Brittany the traveller can hear the children
minding the cattle, and singing the praises of God.
VIII. Our colporteurs and Bible carriages are greeted with shouts of
joy on their arrival in the squares of the markets and fairs.
One has said that a means of preaching the Gospel to the massesto the busy population who pretend never to have the time to go to the
Roman Catholic chuTch or Protestant chapel-would be to publish III
verse and to sell various portions of the Scriptures. This has been done
this year, and more than 7,000 portions of the Word of God have been
snatched out of the hands of our colporteurs by those people, who would
have been very difficult to reach otherwise.
There is, however, one dark corner of Brittany which we have not
as yet been able to explore-this is where they still believe in sorcerers,
in the supernatural power of the priests, in ghosts and phantoms, and
other things even more strange; this is where they rifle the shipwrecked,
and men, and women, and children are found drunk for several days
in consequence of drinking the wine from a vessel wrecked on their
shore; but where, to counterbalance all this, there is a priest in each
family.
It is here that there is an organized revolt aga.inst the Government,
and where they arm in secret a band t<J start a civil war in Brittany
under the name of the League of Pen Bas.
There has been much done, but there is still much to do, and to-day,
as I write these lines, two of our colporteurs, with one of our Bible
carriages, are undertaking, in the name of the Lord, to visit this part.
That our God all powerful may guide them and open the way is our
earnest prayer.
Yours very affectionately,
G. LEcoAT.

The whole work is under the immediate direction of Pasteur Lecoat.
The property, while complying with all the requirements of French
law, is secured for the permanence of the work.
The London Committee is pledged to no responsibility beyond doing
all in its power to provide the necessary funds. Dr. Bullinger has
from the first acted as the Hon. Secretary.
Pasteur and Madame J;.ecoat are visiting England at the present
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time, and go to the Channel Islands in the Autumn, for the purpose
."
of holding meetings and making friends.
We shall be pleased if any feel led to offer a meeting where information may be given, and interest may be awakened in this work of the
Lord in Brittany.
Contributions may be sent to the Hon. Sec., Dr. Bullinger, at the
London Office of the Mission, 25, New Oxford Street; or to any Member
of the Committee, whose names will be found on the second page.

MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE Emperor of Japan has notified Mr. Griscon, the American Minister
in Tokio, of his intention to give ten thousand yen (£1,000) to the
army branch of the Young Men's Christian Association. On the
out-break of the war the Association opened branches at the principal
bases in Manchuria, followed the armies in the field, and opened"
recreation and reading tents. The movement has been successful,
and the commendation of the Japanese commanders has gained the
Emperor's recognition and assistance.--The Press often chronicles
the reception of " Anglicans" into the Roman Catholic Church, but
the reception of Roman CatholJcs into the English Church is less
frequently notified. Last month at St. J ude's Church, Mildmay Park,
N., the Vicar, the Rev. W. D. Kieth-Steele, held a special service for
such a purpose. The order of service used in the London Diocese·
was followed. Five adult Roman Catholics, representing three
families, having publicly "renounced the errors of their former
conversation," and also publicly "desired to be received into the
Communion of the Church of England," were duly received by the
Vicar, acting under the authority of the Bishop of London. St. Jude's,
Mildmay, is widely known as the scene of the Evangelical ministry
of the late beloved Rev. William Pennefather, the founder of the
1\1ildmay Conference Hall.--The Editor of Watchword and Truth (an
American religious magazine with which we exchange monthly) makes
the following timely reference to the Jesuit Order, now so powerful
in England: "In this easy-going age, when everyone pats every other
one on the back, it has become the habit to speak kindly even of the
Jesuits. It is well that some facts of their history should be known.
In 1773 Pope Clement XIV suppressed this Order, and here is an
extract from his 'Bull ': 'Under the reign of this same Clement XIII the
times became more difficult and tempestuous; compla.ints and quarrels
were multiplied on every side; in some places dangerous seditions
arose, tumults, discords, dissensions, scandals, which weakening or
entirely breaking the bonds of Christian charity, excited the faithful
to a.ll the rage of party, hatreds, and enmities. Desolation and danger
grew to such a height, that the very Sovereigns, whose piety and
liberality towards the Company were so well known as to be looked
upon as hereditary in their families-we mean our dearly-beloved
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sons in Christ, the Kings of France, Spain, Portugal and Sicily-found
themselves reduced to the necessity of expelling and driving from their
States, Kingdoms, and Provinces, these very Compalllonil of Jesus ;
persuaded that there remained no other remedy to so great evils;
and that this step was necessary in order to prevent the Christians
from rising one against another, and from massacring each other in
the very bosom of our common mother, the Holy Church. The said our
dear sons in Jesus Christ having since considered that even this remedy
would not be sufficient toward reconciling the whole Christian world,
unless the said Society was absolutely abolished and suppressed.
. . . After a mature deliberation, we do, out of our certain knowledge,
and the fulness of our Apostolical power, suppress and abolish the
said Company.' Query: If Pope Clement was right in suppressing,
is not the present Pope wrong in tolerating '1 "--From The Newspaper Press Directory for 1905 (Sixtieth Annual Issue) we ascertain
that there are now published in the United Kingdom 2,461 newspapers,
distributed as follows: England, London 436; Provinces 1,445-1,881 ;
Wales Ill; Scotland 261; Ireland 191; Isles 17. Of these there are
184 Daily Papers published in England, 7 in Wales, 18 in Scotland,
18 in Ireland, 4 in British Isles.--We strongly commend to our
readers a small volume by the Rev. C. S. Isaacson, bearing the title
"Our Brief Against Rome," just published by the Religious Tract
Society (4, Bouverie Street, E.C.), price 2s. 6d. It is one of the most
masterly and convincing replies to the false claims of the Papal Church
with which we ever met.

The way of repentance is an up-hill war. So says the Prodigal,
"I will arise." Without getting up nothing can be done as to
repentance. Sin is a sleep. It is a death at the bottom of the hill,
and there is no repentance without an awakening, an arising, a
getting-up to the top of the hill.-Faithful Teate.
THE Hpitit of the world, and the views that the flesh takes, are not
altered. Nature ever remains the same, and can never understand or
love the things of eternity; it can only look to, and can only rest upon,
the poor perishing things of time and sense. By this test, therefore, we
may in a measure try our state. What, for instance, are our daily and
hourly feelings about the things of time and sense, and what about the
things of eternity? Which of the two presses with more power on our
minds, which occupies more of our thoughts, which is laid more warmly
in our affections? And just in proportion as the solemn things of
eternity, or the things of time and sense, occupy our mind; just so much
as 'our hearts are fixed upon heaven or earth; just so much as we are
living to God, or to ourselves, in the same degree are the strength of our
faith and the depth of the work of grace upon our conscience.J. C. Philpot.
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A WORD IN SEASON TO EVERY ONE.
By

THE LATE REV.

W.

PARKS,

RA.,

RECTOR OF OPENSHAW.

I ASK not whether you are a Churchman or a Methodist-a Unitarian
or a Roman Catholic. I do not inquire whether you are inclined
towards Arminianism or Calvinism, Socinianism or Mahometanism;
it matters not one jot, if you are not a Christian! But I ask, Are
you concerned for the salvation of your immortal soul ~ Do you
know that you are, by nature, a hell-deserving sinner; and that it is
of God's mercy alone you are yet alive, and within reach of the Gospel
Bound ~ Do you know that Jehovah, in His Trinity of Persons, has
provided for the eternal safety, happiness, and bliss of His Churcha body composed of human beings out of every clime, and language,
and tongue; and that it is possible you are of that Church ~ Do you
know this 1 Have you ever heard of it ~ I care not whether you are
poor or rich, educated or uneducated, talented or imbecile, an employer
or an employed one, master or servant. I put these solemn questions
to you, and charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ to
answer them in His presence!
Oh! awful thought! Heaven or hell-redemption or damnationeverlasting bliss or everlasting woe! By-and-by it will avail not
that you had led a moral life, or had given your goods to feed the poor,
or had done what is called your duty, or had had a zeal for God, or
had made vows and formed resolutions, aye, and kept them too!
Moral men have gone 'to hell: almsgiving men have been damned!
Many a man has passed the rocks of gross sin, who has suffered
shipwreck on the sands of self-righteousness. A zeal for God by no
means proves one to be a child of God. Some of the Jews of old had
a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. Jehu had a zeal for
the Lord, but not a particle of grace. Paul, before his conversion,
could boast of more good deeds than a score of modern professors put
together; and yet God has written" TEKEL ,,* upon all such characters.
" What!" you will perhaps cry out, "shall lI'1£n who have done their
best be damned?" Aye, indeed, I answer, for bad is the best of a.ll
creature performanee. Man, by nature, can do no good thing-all his
righteousness is as filthy rags in Jehovah's sight; and whether he
has done his best or done nothing, he is in an equally hopeless condition!
" What! " you perhaps again ask, " will you make no difference between
one who is not an extortioner, or unjust, or an adulterer, and him who is
all these?" For a reply to this question I refer you to Luke xviii.
9-14; and let me remind you, that it is possible to be neither a
murderer, nor an adulterer, nor a thief, nor a drunkard, and yet be
an enemy of God! For wherever there are high thoughts exalting
themselves against the sovereignty of Jehovah, there is enmity against
God; and where there is enmity, there can be no reconciliation;
• DaD.

V.

25.
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and where there is no reconciliation, there can be no hope of enjoyment,
even in heaven itself !
But one plain question. WHAT DO YOU DO? i.e. in order to merit
salvation. On merely rational grounds it is not likely that God would
admit you into His gracious presence unless you had done your very,
very best; and that you know would involve constant self-denial,
watchfulness, meekness, exhibitions of love, outpourings of prayer,
renunciation of the world, disinterestedness, a forsaking of all and
following Jesus.* And can you say that your conduct and feeling
will bear this test? Oh, DELUSION! how is it that thou art harboured?
How is it that shrewd, long-headed men of business-beings with
intellect and capacity for most earthly transactions-persons who
under ordinary circumstances can detect deceit, fraud, inconsistencyare led blindfolded by thee in matters of never-dying interest?
Surely, Satan and the deceitfUl heart of man are at the bottom of
all this '; and the avowed infidel is a more respectable character than
the professor who pretends to have power to save himself, and yet
does nothing that even reason can pronounce compatible with the
hope in view! "What am I to do, then?" you exclaim. Alas l
I answer, You can do nothing without, first of all, the Spirit of God
to awaken you; and then the same Spirit, taking of the things of
Christ, and showing them to you, making you believe that His blood
is sufficient to cleanse from all sin, and convincing you that you have
need of such blood. But the Lord condescends to work upon His
people by means: PREAOHING is one of these means.1- You can
employ the means: you can attend a Gospel ministry, and listen to
the arguments and the illustrations of the minister, which from time
to time he employs in elucidation of the glorious Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
In the name of the living God, then, I charge you, whilst it is called
to-day, to lay hold of the opportunity t.hat is laid before you, to
inquire of some well-tried Christian where he attends to worship in
the sanctuary-where the joyfUl sound of the Gospel may be heardwhere proud man is cast down, and the glorious J ehovah exaltedwhere the self-saver is denounced, the only Saviour is held up to
admiration, and the sorrowing sinner consoled and comforted.
I charge you to make these inquiries; and oh, may it please the God
of truth to direct your steps thither, to open the minister's mouth to
make known the mysteries of the Gospel, and your heart to understand
them.
I cannot conclude without warning you against a very widespread
delusion of the present day, namely, the supposition that all religions
are alike in God's sight; or that it does not much matter what religion
a man professes, if he hold it conscientiously. This is an accur~ed
error. Paul has distinctly informed us, that there is but one faIth
(Eph. iv. 5; Gal. i. 8); and has pronounced an anathema upon an
who would dare preach any but the one Gospel. This is a day of
" Luke xviii. 18-25.

t Rom. x. 13-17; 1 Cor. i. 12.
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multitudinous religions. Every man who has a fluent tongue and a
bBzen countenance seems to think he is called to be a preacher;
many, indeed, with only the latter qualification attempt exposition:>
of the Scriptures. But let me tell you, that the sin of the many will
not exculpate you; and that if you have not a saving knowledge of
the Gospel that Paul preached, you must perish everlastingly. The
religion of taste is one thing, the religion of conscience is another:
the religion of the Bible is distinct from either. Dross is often
mistaken for metal; and deadly poison is often administered as manna.
Instead of God's plan of redemption, which is founded in the eternal
covenant, and which can never be frustrated, men now prate about
the possibility oLdisappointing Jehovah, and of the power of fallen
man to lay hold of the treasures laid up for the Church, or to incorporate
himself into that Church. Presumers go about hawking Christ from
house to house, and telling people they have a commission to offer
Him for their acceptance. These are either fools, fanatics, or impostors.
As it has been faithfully said by an old author-No man has a right
to offer Christ to his fellow-man. Christ is the gift of the Father to
as many as the Father hath ordained to eternal life, and none others;
and this Christ is revealed and applied to the heirs of salvation by the
Holy Ghost, when, where, and how He pleases-not when, where, and
how men please. The Holy Spirit does not teach men to offer, but
to preach or expound Christ; and it is wickedness in any man, as a
fallen, finite creature, to attempt to offer Christ-who is infinite in
majesty, glory, holiness-indiscriminately to men who are by nature
rebels in chains of guilt, having no desire towards Him, and seeing no
beauty in Him. Many may preach Christ, i.e. expound the Gospel;
but for man to offer Christ is presumptuous blasphemy. Indeed, of
most preachers of the present day, I might say in the language of one
of our poets (slightly altered) : " Now unbelieving priests chicane the nation,
And teach more pleasant methods of salYation."

But the man who flatters the prejudices, or extenuates the vices of
his auditory, is a traitor to the cause he espouses.
READER! WHO KNOWS BUT YOU ARE ONE FOR WHOM A SEAT IN
HEAVEN IS PREPARED?

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

THE Society's 98th Annual Meeting was held in the Mansion House,
on Wednesday evening, May 10th. The noble Egyptian Hall was
crowded to its utmost capacity, and by the favour of God a most
profitable and interesting evening was ~pent, the lovely spring weather
and the glow of the approaching Centenary filling many hearts with
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joy and gladness. Well-known friends from all parts of the country
were present, and the excellent collection taken testified to the place
occupied by the Society in the sympathies of the Lord's people.
In the unavoidable absence of the Right Hon. Evelyn Ashley, the
chair was occupied by F. A. Bevan, Esq., who in a spiritual and warmhearted address commended the Institution, especially emphasizing
the need of an increased free income, that is, income not charged with
pensioners. Mr. Hazelton, the Secretary, gave a short summary of
the year's work, the Report having been printed and distributed
throughout the Hall. The Ven,· Archdeacon Noyes, RD., Vicar of
St. John's, Harborne, Birmingham, moved the adoption of the Report,
and General Sir William Stirling seconded the resolution. Both of
these admirable speeches will be reproduced in the Society's Quarterly
Record, as also will those subsequently delivered by the Revs. J. Bush
and W. Sinden. Cordial acknowledgments to the Chairman and
Lord Mayor were proposed and seconded by Messrs. J. Keeble and
A. Hayles.
On Thursday, June 8th, the Anniversary of the Camberwell Asylum
will (n.v.) be held in the building. The Rev, O. S. Dolbey will preach
in the afternoon at 3 o'clock; tea at 5 o'clock; and in the evening the
Mayor of Croydon will preside over a public meeting, when addresses
will be given by the Revs. O. S. Dolbey, F. Cecil Lovely, E. White, and
other friends.
The Committee ask for the prayers and interest of all God's people,
in view of the responsibilities that the maintenance of such a Society
entails. They know that it is the Lord's work, and thev believe He
will in the future, as in the past, graciously sustain it, but its growth
has been so rapid, and its expenditure so far exceeds its ordinary
income, that they are constrained to appeal yet more earnestly to
every member of "the household of faith." Copies of the Annual
Report, circulated at the Meeting, will be gladly ent to any friends
who will kindly peruse it and pass it on to others.

THE world has no ideal of riches but such as consist in gold and silver,
in houses, lands, or other tangible property; no thought of honour, but
such as man has to bestow; and no notion of comfort, except in
" fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind." But the soul that
is anointed by an "unction from the Holy One" makes a different
estimate of these matters, and feels that the only true riches are those
of God's grace in the heart, that the only real honour is that which
cometh from God, and that the only solid comfort is that which is imparted by the Holy Ghost to a broken and contrite spirit. Now, just in
proportion as we have the Spirit of God, shall we take faith's estimate
of riches, honour, and comfort; and just so much as we are imbued with
the spirit of the world shall we take the flesh's estimate of these things.
-J. C. Philpot.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE War in the Far East continues, though no event of leading
importance has occurred for some weeks past, either on land or sea.
A naval engagement is expected at the date of our writing this note.
A Parliamentary paper has been issued containing a return of stores
and supplies despatched to South Africa during the period 1899-1901
and destroyed locally. The stores consisted of meat and vegetables,
preserved meat, oats, yeast cakes, etc. The total loss to the public
through the destruction of the stores, as shown by the return, wa&
£284,914.
A meeting of the friends and supporters of Cheshunt College was held
last month in the board room of the London Missionary Society to
receive information as to the scheme presented by the trustees to the
Board of Education. Mr. J AMES BROWN, Chairman of the Trustees,
who presided, said it was proposed to sell the present building and
remove the College as soon as possible to Cambridge. There they
would begin on a modest scale, renting premises to accommodate about
twenty students. The presidency would be left in abeyance, Principal
Whitehouse becoming tutor in his special subjects and Professor E.
W. Johnson being resident tutor or.warden. It was proposed to vest
the government of the College in seven trustees and twenty other
gentlemen, of whom two would be appointed by Cambridge University,
two by the Congregational Union, two by the Countess of Huntingdon's
Connexion (which would also be represented by a trustee), two by the
London "Missionary Society, six by the subscribers, four by the trustees,
and one by the teaching staff, with the president ex officio. A few days
before, the Chairman said, the Board of Education had ordered the
scheme to be drafted for consideration by the various parties interested.
The trustees, as soon as they received the draft scheme, would call a
meeting of the old College Committee to consider it. The Rev. Dr.
Paton, of Nottingham, the Rev. H. Arnold Thomas, of Bristol, the
Rev. J. B. Figgis, of the Countess of Huntingdon's Church, Brighton,
and the Rev. R. Wardlaw Thompson supported the scheme.
The Church Association held its fortieth annual meeting at Exeter
Hall last month. Captain A. W. Cobham presided over a larger
audience than had gathered on any similar occasion in recent years,
and in his opening remarks subjected the Prime Minister and the
Bishops to seasonable and wholesome criticism. The Church ~ was
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suffering, he said, from autocratic control, with the appointment of
Bishops entirely in the Premier's hands. "Mr. Gladstone and Lord
Salisbury had so abused this power that the Evangelical body had
been almost suppressed, and Mr. Balfour was completing the work.
Protestants were in an intolerable position. They were not even
allowed to protest against the Ordination of unfit candidates."
Referring to the Royal Commission on Church Disorders, Captain
Cobham ·said: "If the Commission honestly exposed the magnitude
of the Apostasy, and if adequate legislation followed, the future might
not be without hope; but a considerable proportion of the Commissioners were in sympathy with the priest party." It was deplorable,
he added, that some Evangelicals had listened t<l the Dean of Canterbury
and joined in the appeal to the First Six Centuries. The annual
report of the Association, presented by Mr. HellIY Miller, was replete
with interest, and recorded highly ~ncouraging success in both the
Religious and Parliamentary departments of the Society's work.
Vigorous efforts were now being made to organize the Protestant
vote. The Council reported that the Association's Evangelists had
visited 1,091 villages, given 3,017 addresses, and sold or given 172,688
publications." The Archdeacon of Liverpool, the Rev.W. R. Mowll,
the Rev. J. B. Barraclough, and Mr. Samuel Smith, M.P., delivered
very able and telling speeches, and it is to be hoped that their eloquent
appeals for liberality in support of the great work of the Association
will be promptly responded to.

A meeting of the Advisory Committee of the United Free Church
was held in Edinburgh, last month, to consider a special report
of the Law Committee, proposing a new Constitution for the
Church. It is declared in this document that the Church has "independent and exclusive jurisdiction and power of legislating in
all matters of doctrine, worship, discipline, and government of the
Church, including the right from time to time to alter, change, add to,
or modify, and to determine and declare what are her Constitution
and laws, subordinate standards, and Church formulas." It is further
declared that the Church has the right" to unite with other Christian
Churches, always in conformity with the Word of God, as the supreme
and unchangeable standard, and with safeguards for deliberate action
or legislation in such cases provided by the Church herself, and under
a sense of direct responsibility to the Head of the Church, and of duty
towards all the Church's members." It is also laid down that in all
courts of the Church the decision of the court given, either unanimously
or by a majority of the members present, and voting thereat, is the
decision of the court, and the decision of the General Assembly so
reached is final. The General Assembly is accordingly asked to declare
that the Church holds its funds and property, present and futUre, in
conformity with these principles, while reserving the right to accept
benefactions subject to specific conditions attached by the donor.
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A good deal of discussion has been caused by the sudden promulgation of a resolution of the Board of Trinity College, Dublin, discontinuing
Evening Prayer in the College chapel during Trinity term. As prayers
have been said twice daily since the foundation of the College by Queen
Elizabeth, it was natural that so far-reaching a prohibition should
provoke criticism. It is understood that a protest was immediately
made by the Divinity Professors, who not only questioned the authority
of the Board to issue such an order without the protection of a King's
Letter, but pointed out the serious loss of religious privilege which
would ensue. Happily, the Provost and Senior Fellows have taken
the prudent course of rescinding their resolution, and Evening Prayer
is to be held as heretofore.
Two of the leading Missionary Societies-the Baptist and the
London-will shortly eome into possession of a sum of about half a
million between them. The announcement is not new, but legal
difficulties have delayed the actual receipt of the money. It is some
four years and a half ago that Mr. Robert Arthington, a very eccentric
gentleman, who passed the life of a recluse, and whose personal
expenditure was small, even to niggardliness, left this enormous sum
to the Soeieties named, five-ninths to the B.M.S., and four-ninths to
the L.M.S. The trust-ees have been greatly exercised owing to a slight
ambiguity in the wording of the will, in consequence of which it became
necessary for them to submit a scheme for the distribution of the
property. The Attorney-General has now approved it, and the Court
is being asked to sanction its terms. In accordance with one of Mr.
Arthington's rigid rules, the money, like the large donations he made
to Missions during his life, must be devoted to opening up new fields,
and cannot be employed either to liquidate debts or to ma.intain
existing work. Nor can it be invested, and the interest only put to
immediate use. The capital must be expended, and that within a
given time. These conditions impose serious responsibilities on the
Societies, for they will need very greatly increased incomes to defray
the annual expenditure on the new-opened ground, and as things are,
both of them require some thousands a year more than they have been
receiving to cope wi°th their present undertakings. They will have,
therefore, to appeal to their constituencies to treat this huge gift as an
incentive to vast liberality.
The" May Meetings" were attended by audiences fully equal to
those of past years, and the testimony borne to Evangelical truth and
Reformation principles was, perhaps, somewhat more pronounced.
As to finances, several deficits had to be reported by treasurers of the
Societies, the heaviest of all being that of the C.M.S.-a total of upwardS
of £40,000.
Dr. Barnardo, who had been in ill health for some considerable time,
and had been ordered entire rest, has been abroa.d for a month. We
are glad to say he has returned greatly benefited in health.
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A " List of Religious and Charitable Institutions in which Laundries
are carried on " has been issued by the HOl1le Office as a Parliamentary
White'paper, Only those institutions which take in laundry work
from outside by way of trade or for purposes of gain ar;:e included in
the return. Out of 117 (in Great Britain~ and Ireland) which have
accepted inspection by the Factory Department, fifty-one are Anglican.
fifty-six Roman Catholic, and ten are marked under the general head
of" other." Not more than fifteen (nine Anglican) requested inspection
by a lady inspector. Thirty-one Anglican, thirty-nine Roman Catholic,
and seventeen other institutions, or eighty-seven in all, did not accept
inspection. No such conventual institutions should be allowed any
option as to being inspected.

REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.
THE CASE AGAINST THE PROPOSED ~ ApPEAL TO THE FIRST SIX
CENTURIES. A series of Letters contributed to the Reco'(d and
the English Chttrchman, etc. Pp. 88. Sixpence. (London: C.
J. Thynne, Great Queen Street, Kingsway), 1905.
This well edited and excellently printed pamphlet contains a
collection of very able letters combating the Dean of Canterbury's
dangerous proposal to bring about a modus vivendi between Protestant
Churchmen and the Ritualists by an appeal to the" Catholic" teaching
of the first six centuries of the Christian Era. This appeal-not to
the supreme and sole authority of the Holy Scriptures, but to corrupt
human tradition-has been vigorously resisted, as it deserved to be.
and we cordially hope that the widest circulation will be given to the
powerful exposure of one of the most disastrous of modern attempts
to bridge over the gulf which morally and religiously divides Sacerdotalism from the truth of the Gospel. A very instructive introduction
is prefixed to the contents of the pamphlet, setting forth in a lucid
manner the origin and d-evelopments of Dean Wace's scheme.~
THE YEAR OF OUR LORD. Bv FREDERICK HARPER, M.A., Rector of
Hinton-Waldrist, Faringdon: Pp. 531. 68. net. (London: James
Nisbet & Co.), 1905.
Following the circle of the ecclesiastical year, Mr. Harper, whose
several volumes of published sermons are widely known and appreciated,
has in this book produced a series of sermonettes, or brief medit~tions
on a great variety of Scripture subjects, well .calculated to secure
appreciative consideration among all denominations of Christians.
His sententious style, wealth of illustration, phenomenal acquaintance
with ancient and modern literature, sanctified scholars~ip, and, withal,
sympathetic presentation of Evangelical truth, make this latest
contribution of Mr. Harper's pen a welcome addition to our Bible aids
and devotional resources.

