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"Who comIorteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are i'1 an)'
trouble, by the comfort wherewith w'l ourselves are comforted 01 God. "-2 COR. i. 4.

THE WORD OF THEIR GOD-THE DELIGHT OF HIS
PEOPLE.
" Unless Thy law had been my delight, I should have perished in
my affliction."-PSALM cxix. 92.

N:F::XT to their LoRD Himself, His Word is the delight and joy of
His saints. The secret of this is found in the fact that it is His
Word. The promises of His mouth are Divine kisses to the
believer's heart. Thus the Bride in the Canticles bears witness"The Song of Songs, which is SOLOMON'S. Let Him kiss me with
the kisses of His mouth." There is special force in the language
of the Psalmist, for by using the plural number for delight-" Thy
Law ... my delights "-he signifies the greatness of his soul's
pleasure and satisfaction in the Word of his Covenant GOD. An
ancient writer, when dwelling on this truth, exclaims, "Thy holy
Scriptures are my holy delights." And why do grace-saved sinners
take such holy pleasure in the treasures of the infallible Word ?
Because their minds have been illuminated by the quickening,
anointing SPIRIT. Otherwise they no more than others would thirst
for them and find enjoyment in acquaintance with their sanctifying influence and power. Their eyes, however, being spiritually
opened, they behold the glory and beauty of GOD'S tholfghts as
recorded and revealed therein, and increase in adoring admiration of
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the Divine wonders traced by the finger of their heavenly FATHER.
By nature, a veil is upon the hearts of the children of fallen Adam,
and the Scriptures are a sealed book. The god of this world has
blinded the minds of us all, and we walk in ignorance and darkness,
until the AUTHOR of saving truth issue His sovereign fiat-" .Let
there be light." Then the celestial pages of GOD'S holy Book
appear radiant with Gospel truth, and become a very firmament
proclaiming the glory of GOD and showing forth His handiwork
in grace, mercy, and peace. It is one of the most convincing
evidences of regeneration by the SPIRIT, when there is an earnest
desiring after" the sincere milk of the Word." It is impossible
for the natural mind to relish the pure Word of the grace of GOD,
for it is bitter to the fleshly taste, and is nauseating as a thing
intolerable. "Speak to us smooth things" is the cry of the flesh.
But the cry of the" new man" is-" Speak, LORD, true things,
however painful to flesh and blood." The doctrines of the Gospel
are as a two-edged sword. They wound and they heal; they
kill, and they make alive; they condemn, and they acquit; they
make sorrowful, and they minister joy which is unspeakable and
full of glory. The believer in CHRIST has the Word of truth written
on the sensitive table of the renewed heart, so that he loves the
will of his heavenly FATHER, and delights to do it. The same
HOLY SPIRIT Who wrote the Word indwells the children of GOD.
Hence, there is a vital concord between their spiritual natures and
the Holy Oracles-the former stands to the latter as the soil to the
seed. As we know not how the grain of wheat when embosomed
in the earth by the husbandman germinates and reproduces itself
many-fold in the ripened ear, so we know not the mysterious secret
of the transformation which the Word of Divine truth undergoes
in the regenerated people of GOD. What a priceless gift is the
Word of Grace to favoured sinners! An old writer refers thus to
the precious Word:" It transcribes the heart and mind of GOD. A true saint seeth
the Name, authority, power, wisdom, and goodIless of GOD in
every letter of it, and therefore cannot but take pleasure in it. It
is an Epistle sent down to him from the GOD of heaven. It is one
()f the greatest love-tokens that ever GOD gave to His church. There
are two great gifts that GOD hath given to His people-the Word,
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CHRIST, and the Word ot CHRIST. Both are unspeakably great.
But the first will do us no good without the secona.. A true saint
cannot but delight in the Word of GOD, because it is his inheritance.
'Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever, for they
are the rejoicing of my heart.' Therefore were they rejoicing of
his heart, because they were his everlasting inheritance." The
man of GOD finds a peculiar sweetness in the Word of the glorious
Gospel which nothing else can equal. No books, or words of
human lips, can yield one single drop of spiritual sweetness compared with this Divine honeycomb. A crumb of truth taken by
the SPIRIT from the rich storehouse of the Scriptures and dropped
into a htmgering heart is "enough, and to spare." With the
benediction of CHRIST upon them, the few loaves and fishes
yielded up by a nameless boy in the crowd were, of old, abundantly
sufficient to satisfy hungering thousands.
" A little that the righteous hath "-of the Word of grace and
truth-in his heart, "is better than the riches of many wicked"
(Ps. xxxvii. 16). Unlike earthly riches, which perish with the
using, the riches of the righteous increase by being scattered.
"There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth." That is most
true of bearing faithful testimony to the Word which the heart
has learned by the experimental teaching of the HOLY GHOST. If
the Word be truly loved in the heart it will find expression through
the lips. A living saint is one who not only loves the Law of GoD'S
truth, but he loves it exceedingly, as the Psalmist says: "My
soul hath kept Thy testimonies; and I love them exceedingly"
(Ps. cxix. 167). He keeps it in the warmest corner of his heart,
meditates often upon it, and finds in it the joy and rejoicing of his
soul. Yet, alas, how few saints must there be among us in these
days, if holy delight in the Scriptures of eternal truth be made the
test of the heavenly calling! Professors are prolific in all our
churches; but those whose greatest delight is in a knowledge of
the testimonies, statutes, and counsels of the GOD of all grace are
but" a little flock." This select little company-the remnant of
the LORD-may be easily discovered. They hunger after" green
pastures" and thirst for the " still waters" which are to be found
alone in the written and faithfully preached Word. Religious
pride is that which makes the sovereign truth of GOD distasteful
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to the bulk of present-day" Christians." The delusions of free-will
blind their minds to the exquisite beauties of a Divine revelation
the glory of which is that" Salvation is of the LORD." It is not
Until the veil of nature's ignorance is rent in twain, "from the top
to the bottom," that the ineffable light of Covenant truth becomes
to the soul "a pleasant thing." SOLOMON'S inspired saying is
then interpreted-" Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing
it is for the eyes to behold the sun" (Eccles. xi. 7). And this
pleasure in the soul will make itself manifest, for it cannot be hid.
It is as a pleasant, fragrant ointment, whose sweetness" bewrayeth "
itself. When the new wine of the Kingdom gladdens the soul of
the righteous, the lips willingly tell forth the glories of Him Who
is "altogether lovely," and magnify the exceeding riches of His
grace. "And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine for my
Beloved, that goeth down sweetly, causing the lips of those that are
asleep to speak. I am my Beloved's, and His desire is toward
me" (Song vii. 9, 10). Persecution for the Word's sake did not
silence the Apostles PETER and JOHN, of old, for they boldly
replied to the threats of the Jewish Council-to We cannot but
speak the things which we have seen and heard" (Acts iv. 20).
Do not the children of this world talk much of the dying delights
in which their poor hearts find satisfaction? And shall the people
of GOD be silent when their hearts overflow with a sense of the
unsearchable preciousness of IMMANUEL, and the eternal greatness
of His salvation ~ Truly, were they to remain dumb, the very
stones might well proclaim their shame. The prophet JEREMIAH
once attempted to silence his soul in testimony, and the Psalmist
also affected to refrain "from good words," but it was pain and
grief to them both. The fire kindled within, and the lips refused
to be dosed. "Then spake I with my tongue." So have
thousands of grace-called sinners since those days of old found.
the indwelling Word an irrepressible force compelling them to
"speak good of His Name" Who is worthy of all praise, and honour,
and glory for ever and ever. Nothing so excites the believer's
soul to worship and exalt the Name of the LORD JESUS as meditation
upon the Word of truth.
Let, then, beloved brethren, our hearts be thus constantly
occupied that we may the more powerfully be drawn unto Him
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of Whom the Word testifie,s, and Whose Person and Offices are
therein revealed by the HOLY SPIRIT.
" Afresh I praise Thee for Thine ever new
And blessed Word;
Daily it comes to me, fresh as the dewThis blessed Word:
Oh, be it mine, yet more and more, I pray,
To meditate therein both night and day!
" What God hath spoken well demands our timeHis blessed Word!
Let patient, loving toil, search His sublime
And blessed Word!
Only to meditation is it given
To taste the fulness of this Truth from heaven.
" Grains of this gold expand to boundless leaf;
This blessed Word
Gives itself out to search, not survey brief,
o blessed Word!
One page of thee is inexhaustible!
Nought shows Eternity's employ so well.
" Exhaustless is thy new, and new thine old,
Most blessed Word!
Such wealth of folded treasure to unfold,
o blessed Word,
Demands eternity! help me to see
How endless life may endless learning be ! "
THE EDITOR.

My dear Master will make several slow advances, momentary and
transient visits to thee, previous to the day of espousals. He will
appear on the mountains, and many obstacles will lower their towering
heads. Then He will show himself through the lattice, which will
make some slits and crevices through the old veil that is upon thy
heart; but it will not destroy the face of that covering, nor wholly
swallow up death in victory. Then He will stand behind the wall,
and the old strongholds will begin to shake; prejudice, enmity,
hardness, infidelity, and despondency, will scarcely hold together.
But oh! when once He puts his Hand in by the hole, and rends the caul
of thine heart, then unbelief flies back, faith goes in, and love, sorrow,
and evangelical repentance will flow out, for thy bowels will be moved
for Him more than ever Joseph's were over Benjamin, or the real
mother over the son that Solomon ordered to be cut in two.
W. Huntington.
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BEHOLDING THE GLORY.
" Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with
Me where I am,. that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast
given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world."JOHN xvii. 24.

THIS transcendently majestic verse represents the climax of the
Redeemer's High-priestly prayer on the night of His delivering
Himself up a ransom for His beloved elect people. "The other
petitions of His address to the Father had taken the form of 'I
pray,' but this is 'I will.' The expression' I will' is founded on
acknowledged right. And it implies in the Lord Jesus conscious
equality with Him whom He addresses. Christ knew that His will
was the will of the Father." Stier observes: "The Lord, when
He reaches this point, elevates His tone, changes His petition into
an authorized demand, and sets it before the hearers of His prayer
in the form of a strong promise. This' I will ' is no other than a
testamentary word of the Son, Who, in the unity of the Father,
is appointing what He wills." To like effect are some of Hutcheson's
remarks on the Saviour's expression, "I will." He says: "It
imports that He was making His latter will and testament, and
leaving His legacies, which He was sure would be effectual, being
purchased by His all-sufficient merits, and prosecuted by His
intercession. And so it teacheth us, that as all these things sought
in this prayer are believers' duty to study after them, so are they
Christ's legacies, purchased and earnestly prayed for by Him,
which will certainly be forthcoming to them." The language of
His intercession in this verse is that of the King-Priest upon His
throne, the eternal Melchisedek. Hurrion directs attention to the
great difference between the prayer of the Lord Jesus for Himself
and that for His people. "Sometimes," he says," when He prayed
for Himself, it was' Not as I will, but as Thou wilt' ;. but when
He interceded for His people, it was peremptory, and as one that
would take no denial." During the closing days of his illness,
the late beloved General Sir William Stirling dwelt much on these
sweet words, "Be with Me where I am, that they may behold My
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glory." And many a dying saint has felt the bliss of heaven to
have already begun when the preciousness of this all-prevailing
demand of ,God the Son has been applied to the heart by the Holy
Spirit.
"That they may behold My glory"! Where the Lord Jesus is,
glory is. He wills not to inherit glory alone. " With Me where I
am," in the Father's House of many mansions. On earth He is
with them-in His ordinances, in His Word, and at His table; ere
long they shall be with Him, " as His friends, as His spouse, as His
companions in His kingdom." He had set His heart of love upon
having His precious ones with Him for ever. The blood-purchased
Church is His elect dwelling-place. It is of her-His Zion-that
He speaks when He declares, " This is My rest for ever: here will
I dwell; for I have desired it" (Ps. cxxxii. 14). The redeemed
are Jehovah's dwelling-place. "He dwelleth between the
Cherubim" (Ps. lxxx. 1). He deaires-or has set His heart uponit, and none can turn Him from His gracious Covenant purpose.
"0 how amiable are Thy dwellings, Thou Lord of hosts!" (Ps.
lxxxiv. P.V.). These dwellings are not perishable" tabernacles,"
or temporary abodes. 'When the Lord Jesus prayed, "Father,
I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where
I am," He meant eternally with Him. The glorified ones shall not
be mere wayfarers in the New Jerusalem, but citizens of the heavenly
metropolis, abiding as sons "in the house" for ever. To" prepare"
those glorious abodes, the risen Lord Jesus ascended to the bosom
of the Father. That divinely prepared habitation will be one
altogether glorious, altogether worthy of Him Who prepared it,
according to the vastness of His love, the riches of His grace, the
stability of His faithfulness, and the greatness of His power. Sweet
foretaste that which the sacred poet of Olney sings in his precious
lines :" Hear what God the Lord hath spoken:
o My people; faint and few;
Comfortless, afRicted, broken,
Fair abodes I build for you;
" Thorns of heartfelt tribulation
Shall no more perplex your ways;
You shall name your walls Salvation,
And your gates shall all be Praise.
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" Ye, no more your suns descending,
Waning moons no more shall see ;
But, your griefs for ever ending,
Find eternal noon in Me.
" God shall rise, and shining o'er you,
Change to day the gloom of night;
He, the Lord, shall be your glory,
God your everlasting light! "

Yes, verily, "He, the Lord, shall be your glory!" That they may
" beliold My glory," pleaded Jesus on the night of His betrayal in
Gethsemane. This beatific vision is, in the fulness of it, to behold
HIM glorified !
" The Lamb is all the glory
Of Immanuel's land! "
This" beholding" is not only to see, but to partake. The redeemed
of the Lord are not to be passive spectators of their adorable
Redeemer's glory. They are to be sharers in it. Not, indeed, in
His essential glory, but that which He, as the Son of Man, as the
Mediating Man, has received. Hence, He speaks of it as the glory
given to Him. "That they may behold My glory, which Thou hast
given Me." This is a beholding whereLy the beholder becomes one
with the Beheld, whereby the Glory of the Lord passes into him,
as Gerlach has said. "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and
it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He
is" (1 John iii. 2). "As we have borne the image of the earthy,
we shall also bear the image of the Heavenly One" (1 Cor. xv. 49),
"Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is
able even to subdue all things unto HiIllSelf " (PhiI. iii. 21). Moses,
under the Law, and in the flesh, prayed to J ehovah, "I beseech
Thee, show me Thy glory" (Exod. xxxiii. 18). But that can be
beheld under the Gospel only. The righteousness which is of the
Law is not that in which a sinful man can stand before the God
of Glory. " Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ; by Whom also we have acces'l
by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of
the glory of God" (Rom. v. 1, 2). "The chief thing," as one has
said, "in the glory will be the fellowship of love between the Father,
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and the Son, and the Eternal Spirit, and the redeemed. All the
saints will mutually and equally share in the glory of their glorified
Head. There will be no degrees in their interest in the Beloved One,
nor any degrees in His interest in His Body, the Church." "Christ
loved the Church"-the entire Church-and each member of it in
particular, with an impartial, infinite love. When the Lamb's
Wife is represented in the Apocalypse under the figure of a celestial
city, the inspired Seer says, "And he carried me away in the Spirit
to a great and high mountain, and showed me that great city, the
Holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the
glory of God,. and her light was like unto a stone most precious,
even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal" (Rev. xxi. 10, 11). Every
stone in that goodly city was resplendent with the" given" glory
of the Lamb-no one street was more glorious than another. The
Beloved City was altogether glorious with the equally diffused light
of the Lamb. There will be no shadows there! " The Lord shall
be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory" (Isa. Ix.
19). " For I, saith the Lord, will be the glory in the midst of her"
(Zec. ii. 5).
" In the Beloved City
The glory doth abide;
'Tis aye the summer of the year,The height of summer-tide;
It is the long-lost Eden clime,
Whose beauty doth not die;
The palmy prime and flower of time,
Touched with eternity.
Hail to the Holy City!
Seat of celestial calm!
The love-illumined city,The City of the Lamb."
J. O.
Oli/ton.
:My moisture is much exhausted this night; but the dew lies all
night on my branches, the dew that" waits not for man, nor tarries
for the sons of men." Oh, what cannot grace do! How have I formerly
fretted and repined at the hundredth part of the trouble I have on my
body now. Here you see a man dying a monument of the glorious
power of admirable, astonishing grace: and generations to come shall
call me blessed. Follow my advice, study the power of religion-it
is the power of religion, and not a name, that will give the comfort I
fmd.-Halyburton.'
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WELL-SPRINGS.
" For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived
by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, 0 God, beside Thee, what He hath
prepared for him that waiteth for Him."-IsA. lxiv. 4.

HEAVEN is a prepared place for a prepared people. It is inconceivable,
incomprehensible to man; but the wisdom of God is spoken "in a
mystery," as says the apostle Paul when quoting this passage, "even
the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our
glory." "But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit," and
thus madeHis chosen ones the receptive vessels of this heavenly mystery.
The Church, in this chapter of Isaiah's prophecy before us, is praying
for a display of Jehovah's power. " Oh! that Thou wouldest rend
the heavens, and that Thou wouldest come down, that the mountains
might flow down at Thy presence. AB when the melting fire burneth,
the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make Thy name known to Thine
adversaries, that the nations might tremble at Thy presence! When
Thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, Thou camest down,
the mountains flowed down at Thy presence." And every elect vessel
of mercy is an illustration of what the power of God is. "We have this
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of
God and not of us."
" It is not of him that willeth nor of him that runneth," therefore,
" but of God that showeth mercy." So we see that the" for" of our
text connects the thought of God's wondrous power and the erllibition
of it in saving the elect of Adam's rebel race. It is the same voice of
power which called a world into being out of chaotic mass. It is the
same voice that calls a sinner from the spiritual chaotic darkness and
death unto life, and light, and liberty. It is mercy inconceivable,
incomprehensible. "For since the beginning of the world men have
not heard nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, 0 God,
beside Thee, what He hath prepared for him that waiteth for Him."
Men have not perceived by the outward ear, neither hath the eye of
natural vision seen, "What God hath prepared for him that waiteth
for Him."
Two classes here, you see. In the apostle Paul's quotation of the
passage, we find the word love substituted for waiteth. It is one and
the same thing. "Blessed is the man that heareth Me, watching
daily at My gates, waiting at the posts of My doors" (Prov. viii. 34),
and the apostle Paul looked forward with ardent desire and bright
anticipation for that" crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love His appearing." Waiting is an evidence
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of love. Waiting is a heaven-bestowed and begotten grace, and returns
to the bosom of the Father, the Fountain Head whence it flowed.
We wait for those we love as members of the elect family, and we
love those who wait for Him. And for such, "before the sons of
men" (Ps. xxxi. 19). These waiting ones, these loved and loving ones,
have a salvation declared and bestowed in the Sent One of the Father,
Who descended from the heavens to be the accomplisher of their
salvation, and who will come the second time apart from sin unto
salvation. Now, beloved, the Word has some sweet teaching on the
word prepared. May we study it humbly and in a teachable spirit to
our profit and His glory. Let us take a few of the references consecutively, turning first to Gen xli. 32. Joseph is called to interpret
the royal Pharaoh's dream, and this is the wisdom by which he is
Divinely guided to answer the monarch, God doubtless giving His
servant "the mouth of wisdom": "And that for the dream was
doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is established by
God, and God will shortly bring it to pass" (Margin, "It is because
the thing is prepared of God.") Oh! have we not here a precious
double from our God? He prepares that He establishes, and thus
surely all comes to pass! All Jehovah's words do, must, and shall
come to pass. " There failed not aught of any good thing which the
Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass."
And it will always be so. "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
My word shall never pass away." So the thing" prepared" of God,
shall be "established," fulfilled. He gives His own reason for these
things, never failing their accomplishment, " For I am God, not man."
" Thou shalt see whether My word shall come to pass or not."
Let us turn on to Ex. xxiii. 20. All Jehovah's promises of blessing
to His national people, Israel, were fulfilled in His providential and
governmental dealings with them. How much more in grace do not
the spiritual seed of His chosen people see the fulfilment of the promises
of God! "Behold I send an angel before thee, to keep thee in the
way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared." And
the earthly Canaan was but a shadow of that Heavenly, which is
prepared from the foundation of the world for everyone of Zion's
pilgrims thither. We have said these objects of His love are a prepared
people. "God had prepared the people," and so they must have a
prepared heart, enabled to say with the Psalmist, " 0 God, my heart is
fixed-(margin, prepared). 0 God, my heart is fixed (prepared), I will"
give thanks and sing," as none but these prepared hearts can sing and
praise. Their God is on a prepared throne (Ps. ciii. 19), and He rules
in mercy. "In mercy shall the throne be prepared" (Is. xvi. 5).
What an example we have of this merciful ruling and reigning for
His servant J onah. Have you, my younger readers, ever noticed what
the Lord prepared in the life of Hi;; erring servant to bring about
sanctified results in his life? "The Lord had prepared a great fish"
(chap. i. 17); "And the Lord God had prepared a gourd" (iv. 6);
" But God prepared a worm" (7); "God prepared a vehement east
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wind" (8). All these to bring Jonah subsequently to acknowledge
from his heart, "Salvation is of the Lord," and none other.
We pass on to Matt. xx. 33-the place to sit by Him in His Kingdom
prepared of His Father, as Jesus answers the mother of Zebedee's
children. He was speaking as Jehovah's servant, accomplishing the
work given Him to do upon earth. High up yonder in the glory, He
is reigning, Whose right it is upon His throne, and granting to His overcomers "to sit with Him on His throne, even as He also overcame, and
is set down with His Father upon His throne." It is, moreover, a
prepared Kingdom (Matt. xxv. 34). Oh! little flock, what need have
you to fear ~ There is no contingency, no uncertainty, no cause for
alarm. The Kingdom is prepared, and you are being prepared for it.
You are kept for that prepared place by Him Who, on the ground of
the eternal love of Jehovah to His well-beloved Son, demands His
rights. Do you think an eternally prepared people for their eternally
prepared inheritance can fail or fall short of their expectation ~ It is
"laid up," "preserved for you who are kept by the power of God,
through faith unto salvation," and, "as surely as He overcame and
triumphed once for you, so surely you, who love His name, shall triumph
in Him too." A precioufl account is given us in St. Mark's Gospel, xiv.,
of the last supper and how the disciples were sent forward to a certain
city and to follow a man whom they should know by the sign as
" bearing a pitcher of water; follow him." He should bring them
to " a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there make ready
for us."
Oh! how Omniscience shines out here. Obediently t·hose humblehearted disciples went at their Master's command, and found as a
sure consequence it was" as He had said unto them: and they made
ready the passover."
So it is always. He sees and knows all before. All things are in
His hand and under His control, and" wait His nod," as one of our
hymnists says. All are His creatures, and circumstances His servants,
and it shall be as He decrees. So in that prepared room Jesus and His
few representatives must partake together of that last memorial supper
of His dying love until they sup with Him together in that eternally
prepared mansion, whither their Forerunner has for the mentered,
assuredly to bring them thither.
Again, the Word speaks of a prepared salvation. The aged Simeon
utters it. "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in- peace,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared
before the face of all people" (Luke ii. 29-31). Oh! well do we
find our comfort here, poor sin-tossed, tempest-driven child of God.
"No change Jehovah knows." "My salvation shall be for ever."
If it were subject to change or fluctuation, should we not
always be fearing at our many sinful shortcomings, our failures
day by day, our sins of omission and commission, and that ,ve should
fall and fail at last ~ But'it is unchangeable with Him. He knew we
should" deal very treacherously, and be transgressors from the womb,"
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but He loved us in our lost estate, and He loves us notwithstanding
all, and for such redeemed though unworthy worms is His prepared
salvation.
" And that He might make known to them the riches of His glory in
the vessels of mercy, which He hath afore prepared unto glory" (Rom.
ix. 23). And these vessels are "prepared unto every good work"
(2 Tim. ii. 21).
For the accomplishment of this glorious salvation for fallen man a
body was prepared Him-the Christ of God, J ehovah's willing Servant
(Heb. x. 5), and thus was Jesus" made flesh and dwelt among us," and
by His doing and dying has gathered us to His feet, and" is not ashamed
to be called their God, for He hath prepared for them a city" (Heb.
xi. 16). Citizens, indeed, of no mean city! Sons and daughters of
the King of kings and Lord of lords! With such a hope and prospect
we may well earn our grace-wrought title here of "strangers and'
pilgrims on the earth."
Our last word "prepared" is found by turning to Revelation xxi. 2,
"And I, John, saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband."
We are reaching the standpoint of the text now, which heads this
little article. This is a glimpse into the heavenlies, and nature's eye
hath not seen it, neither doth the heart conceive it. To understand
what the state of glory is, we must be emancipated from these bodies
of sin and be glorified. But we are favoured to have it on record, and
with the eye of faith to catch a glimpse now and again within the veil,
and these are favoured moments indeed to our souls. "He that hath
the bride is the bridegroom," and in this apocalyptic vision is presented
to us the Bride of Christ, prepared! adorned! and united !
Prepared from all eternity to be His, the chosen object of His love;
prepared in time, by the performance of that love; and prepared in
the heavenlies to be the wondering object of angels, and" principalities
and powers."
.. In wonder lost, let us adore
That theme which angels can't explore!"

Thus, beloved reader, let us ponder this vast, this Christ-exalting
subject of salvation's mighty achievement. And if by grace we see
how He has prepared a people for Himself and a place for that prepared
people, then we shall follow on to see how He will preserve
and perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ. In Him prepared; in
Him preserved, and in Him the performance of it all. Thus as the
eternal ages roll along shall we sing to the praise and the glory of His
grace, which hath made us accepted in the Beloved, and given us this
wondrous theme of love to tune our songs and animate our faith.
Prepared!. Preserved! Performed!

R.
men are more inclined to quarrel with the fruits of the
Spirit in the elect of God, than with any peculiarities in their creed.

" WORLDLY
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY ~"
JOB

..

xxxviii.

~' WHERE is the way that light dwelleth ~ and as for darkness, where
is the place thereof, that thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof,
and that thou shouldest know the path to the housethereoH" Impossible
it is to mortal man to know the source of material light ; that light is
beyond our finite conception; how much more is spiritual light
incomprehensible ~ We know from revelation that "God is light,
and in Him is no darkness at all." We cannot even conceive how our
faculties will be expanded in eternity to endure that" light which no
man can approach unto" here below, but we know something of the
path, the broad way that leadeth to destruction, and some of us were
in it when light shined around us and within us to lead us out of its
bounds, which is the region of despair. Give us grace, 0 Lord, to shun
the by-paths of it, lest we experimentally know what it is to be bound
there. Create in us a love for the light, that we come daily to the light,
that our deeds may be reproved; that we may love it supremely, and
- not grope in darkness but may have the light of life.
" Knowest thou it, because thou wast born ~ or because the number
of thy days is great ~" The Ancient of Days knows how to humble
the pride"of "man, whose days are as grass." "So teach us to number
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom," and fear to
contend with the eternal God.
" Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow ~ or hast thou
seen the treasures of the hail, which I have reserved against the
time of trouble, against the day of battle and war ~" God keeps
the treasures of snow and hail for the day when they, "fulfilling
His Word," either give warmth to His people, or fight against their
enemies (Exod. ix. 23). Recently in a heavy fall of snow, we were
led to ask the question of two strangers, "What is whiter than
snow ~" receiving the answer from each, they did not know. Our
King Edward does, for he answered his father, the Prince Consort, who
put that question to him when he was Prince of Wales, and twelve
years of age-" A soul washed in the blood of the Lamb is whiter than
snow." "Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow." These treasures
are His! 0 Lord, in the day of trouble about our sins, bring forth
out of Thy treasures that which shall make us more pure than drifted
snow.
"By what way is the light parted, which scattereth the east wind upon
the earth ~" We do not know by what way light is parted, or how it
has effect on the east wind, diffusing it on the earth, but some of us
know how" He stayeth His rough wind in the day of the east wind,"
and also know the power of the Spirit, Whose emblem the wind is, to
search our hearts, stripping bare our souls of all self-confidence, and
bracing up our spirits to encounter our threefold enemies, the world,
the flesh, and the devil. "As thou knowest not what is the way of
the Spirit," so we know not the way in which light is parted or imparted ;
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we can only judge by its effects on our understandings, illuminating
them in the light of God.
" Who hath divided a watercourse for the overflowing of waters, or
a way for the lightning of thunder ~" Jehovah asks these questions
about natural phenomena, impossible for any philosopher to answer
without revelation, and that reply is God. In the beginning God
divided the waters that were above the firmament from the waters
below the firmament, and made a way for the lightning of thunder
that no scientist has since been able to imitate.
" To cause it to rain on the earth, where no man is; on the wilderness, where there is no man; to satisfy the desolate and waste ground,
and to cause the bud of the tender herb to spring forth ~ "
" Full many a gem of purest ray serene,
The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear;
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,
A.nd waste its sweetness on the desert air."

So God's hidden ones are found in unlikely places. God, in nature,
causes it to rain on the earth where no man is; so many a child of God
bewails unfavourable circumstances. It is enough that the Lord
placed him there. What are uncongenial surroundings but His will
concerning us ~ He causes the rain to descend, and causes also the
bud of the tender herb to spring forth. He that is so bountiful in
nature will not suffer" the soul of the righteous to famish" for" the
teacher of righteousness" (Joel ii. 23, margin).
"Hath the rain a father ~ or who hath begotten the drops of
dew? " If nature is incomprehensible, so that we cannot solve or
produce the least rain, or command the drops of dew, how much less
can we manufacture "showers of blessing," or bedew our soul with
the fertilizing influence of the Holy Spirit ~
" Out of whose womb came the ice ~ and the hoary frost of heaven,
who hath gendered it ~ The waters are hid as with a stone, and the
faee of the deep is frozen." We cannot tell how it is that the icy condition of our souls succeeds to sunshine, except it be that sin is the cause
of the Sun of Righteousness hiding His face from us. " He scattereth
the hoar-frost like ashes. He casteth forth His ice like morsels. Who
can stand before His cold ~" Lord, warm our cold hearts with the
fire of Thy love; let us have "a most vehement flame of love" to
Thee, Who so loved us. " He sendeth out His Word and melteth them.
He causeth His wind to blow, and the waters flow" (Ps. cxlvii. 16-18).
" Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the
bands of Orion ~" The seven stars appear in the spring season;
Orion is the constellation of winter. As we are unable to make the
stars shine out of their courses (Judges v. 20), so we are unable to bind
the sweet influences of the sevenfold Spirit, springing up into everlasting
life, or loose the icy bands of winter in the soul. Its stripping time is
good and necessary to the heart as the dreary season in nature; without
it there would be no yielding fruit to God.
"Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? Or canst thou
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guide Arcturus with his sons ~" God alone can bring out the twelve
signs of the Zodiac in their season. He knows the number of the stars,
and calleth them all by their names! He can guide Arcturus and his
sons as well as those whom He gathers together as the stars in His
right hand. He knows best where to place them for His glory, and
where they will shine better than they themselves know.
"Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven ~ Canst thou set the
dominion thereof in the earth ~" We know from Jer. xxxi. 3-5 that
the ordinances of heaven refer to the sun, moon, and stars. Astronomers may trace out their orbits, descant upon their distance from us
and each other, may tell the date of their eclipse and where it may be
seen, but are powerless to set the dominion, or cause the sun or moon
to shine; how much less can puny man attempt to dispute with Him
Who not only makes" the sun to know his proper hour to rise," but
causes the light of spiritual day to arise on the darkness of mental
vision, and makes the moon, the Church of the living God, to shine in
the borrowed light of the Sun of uncreated splendour. "Let your
light so shine."
"Canst thou lift thy voice to the clouds, that abundance of
waters may cover thee ~" If thou canst not lift thy voice and
command the clouds to empty themselves in abundance of waters,
how canst thou do the greater thing in the spiritual world, that thy
soul may drink in the rain of heaven ~ The word "abundance" is derived
from unda (a wave), so that the idea is of wave upon wave, each one
rolling still higher to cover thee; so He sends "a plentiful rain
whereby Thou didst refresh Thine inheritance when it was weary" (Ps.
lxviii. 9). So we have spiritual things to trace out, and warrant to see
the Holy Spirit's gracious, softening influence, under the figure of rain,
which the clouds are commanded by God to pour down on the souls
of His people.
"Canst thou send lightnings, that they may go and say unto thee, Here
we are ~" Man has brought electricity to perfection during the present
epoch in transmitting messages, in wireless telegraphy, and in enabling
people to move about with great rapidity without horses; but no
man ever attempted to control the lightnings and command them.
That is an Almighty power; so is the lightning-flash that illuminates
the dark understanding of a sinner to see himself and his need of a
great Saviour and bring him in humble penitence to His feet, saying,
Here I am, take me and make me whatever Thou wouldst have me to
be; let me be wholly at Thy command!
"Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts ~ or who hath given
understanding to the heart ~ " No philosophy can impart wisdom
to the idiot, the imbecile, or the lunatic, nor can any of us, however
solicitous, bestow" the wisdom that cometh from above," making
them wise unto salvation, upon the inward parts. Only He, Who
requireth truth in the inward parts, can give that priceless blessing
to any of us, and only He can give understanding to the heart that
" is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." Let us lift up
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our hearts to Him alone Who can bestow the heavenly wisdom, and
bless Him Who hath retained our reason, and given us to know Him,
in a measure, Whom to know is eternal life, that we may glory in this
perfection of knowledge.
" Who can number the clouds in wisdom ~ or who can stay the
bottles of heaven ~" He Who counts the cloudy days in perfect
wisdom for His people, and will not let them have one more than is
needful, is the same that numbers the clouds, that pours down rain on
the earth, and Who stays the bottles of heaven, "when My moisture is
turned to the drought of summer." No dew on the soul when He
withholds the softening influence of His Spirit! He may, He must chasten
them for sin, which He suffers them to fall into; yea, more, " Thou
broughtest into the net; Thou laidest afliiction upon our loins. We
went through fire and water," all to humble us, and to prove us, and
show us what was in out hearts, how evil they are; but He still loves
us, though He permits all this to come upon us. "The Lord
delighteth in thee." 'The Lord's delight is in them that fear Him (Ps.
xiv. 7-11), though we cannot realize it to be so under the chastening rod
until the Divine Spirit fits in that needful Word that speaketh unto us
as unto children, "My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord,
neither be weary of His correction; for whom the Lord loveth He
correcteth, even as a father the son in whom he delighteth" (Prov.
iii. 11, 12). Shall we not endure chastening when the end is so blessed
and proves our sonship ~ and leave Him to number the clouds for us
Who delighteth in us ~ We cannot tell why! that we shall wonder in
eternity; the only answer is, "Because it hath pleased the Lord· to
make you His people."
"When the dust groweth into hardness, and the clods cleave fast
together ~" This is a vivid description of drought; but drought of
soul is more terrible! Hardness of heart is much more to be dreaded
than the barren land for lack of moisture, like the path in the desert,
or like the parched places in the wilderness. The clods of earth cleave
fast together; there is no dew on the spirit, no breaking up the fallow
ground, no melting under the Word, or softening of true repentance.
" Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion ~ or fill the appetite of the
young lions when they couch in their dens, and abide in the covert to
lie in wait ~" The old lion, the devil, has permission from God to
take the prey of the wicked into his den to devour; he may not devour
any of the children of God, nor fill his appetite or the young lions with
their flesh. Blessed be God that has not given us over unto the prey
unto their teeth. They lie in wait continually to catch the unwatchful
soul. How much the preserving care of our God is manifest in all
this! humbling on account of our many failures, and granting us His
sustaining grace in the hour of need.
"Who provideth for the raven his food ~ When his young ones
cry unto God, they wander for lack of meat." "He feedeth the young
ravens that cry;" how much more His children that cry to Him for
food to sustain their bodies, or for the heavenlJ manna to nourish their
22
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souls, when He provides for those ravenous birds and their young ones.
" Consider the ravens; for they neither sow nor reap; which neither
have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more
are ye better than the fowls ~ "
" 0 ye of little faith, wherefore do
ye doubt ~" When even their ravenous nature was controlled, and
rendered subservient to God's servant, Elijah, not to eat the flesh and
bread they brought to him regularly, so God can feed His children by
the most unlikely means rather than they should wander for lack of
meat. The hand of Providence is a bountiful hand. " Thou openest
Thine hand and fillest all things living with plenteousness." How
much more is the God of all grace able to abound towards us ~
MARY.

THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:ISHI.

"He is altogether lovely."-SoNG v. 16.
" Thou shalt call Me Ishi."-HosEA ii. 16.
THE ancient Church had sunk into a very low state through departing
from the Living God and following after her lovers. The Lord, however, had hedged her way with thorns, and made a "all that she could
not find her paths" (Hos. ii. 6). He had revealed her iniquity; and,
as is so often the case, made her sin its own punishment (10-13).
When the Lord's solemn corrections had produced the predestined
effect, He then separated her to Himself (14, 15), freely pardoned
her sin, and graciously spoke this sweet promise: "It shall be at that
day, saith the Lord, that thou shalt call Me Ishi" (1 i). The promise
is the unfolding of Covenant purpose. Wheneyer God "peaks, it is
done; and whatever He commands stands fast--" £t shall be." The
promise is also a prophecy of future good; and the time of enlargement
and restoration is appointed-" at that day." The voice of the Lord
is clothed with majesty. In the fulness of time His people make an
open profession of His name; they call Him "IsHI." This new
Covenant name reveals God in Christ; and some precious glimpses of
His loveliness appear in the significations thereof, if the Holy Ghost be
pleased to unfold and apply. The very form of the word-with the
affix i-denotes personal possession. "Ishi" means: My Man, my
Husband, my Redeemer, my Shepherd, my Friend.
1. My

MAN.

The believer can clai'm the Lord Jesus as his Man, because He, " the
Mighty God, became incarnate for him, and for him lived, and died,
and rose again; and now, clothed in our nature, "yon lovely Man"
ever lives before the Throne of glory to intercede for His Church as her
great High Priest. Because our adorable Saviour is very God, and at

The Gospel M agaz1;ne.

339

the same time, " bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh," He is most
suitable as the new and living Way, by which only man can approach
to God. In the constitution of His Person, God meets man, and man
meets God. Forasmuch as He is the God-Man, he is the representative
of God to man, and of man to God. The two natures in the complexity of His Person are the ground of His fitness for the glorious
office of Mediator, which is exercised chiefly in Intercession and
Representation. In Him shine the perfections of manhood in union
with the perfections of God-head. How necessary is this Man!
" Till God in human form I see,
My thoughts no comfort find;
The holy, just, and sacred Three
Are terrors to my mind. "
2. My

HUSBAND.

Here I would pause, and ask the question: Can I claim Him as my
Husband? Has He chosen me, called me, taken me to Himself in
love-union? Has he fixed His love upon me? Does He not supply
all my needs, shield me from all harm, clothe me in His righteousness,
keep me by His power, and sometimes comfort me with His presence
and the whispers of His love? If so, I may look to Him with certainty
of hope, and humbly say to Him, " Ishi," my Husband. The relationship unfolded is most sweet, denoting nearest union, intimate knowledge,
absolute one-ness, closest communion, and fervent, faithful affection.
The Song of Songs is the proclamation of the Name of Jesus as ISHI,
the Husband of the Church.
3. My

REDEEMER.

When Job was in the extremity of trial he was made to know that
his Redeemer lived (xix. 25); which is the usual experience of all
saints. The word Redeemer signifies in the original, Kinsman,
':indicator, and Ransomer. It means: My Kinsman. Ralph Erskil1e
smgs :" Christ is of friends a store
To save from sin and thrall,
Thy Brother much, thy Father more,
Thy Husband most of all."
As Ruth the Moabitess found a kinsman to redeem her from the claim
of the nearer relation, and to take her into union with himself, so the
Church has a Kinsman Who satisfies the claims of the law, redeems her
by the payment of the price, spreads His skirt over her, speaks kindly
to her, and deals most bountifully with her. Jesus is a royal Kinsman
to the poor and needy strangers whom He loves, and woos, and wins.
The Redeemer is also The Vindicator, Who successfully undertakes
the cause committed unto Him; and as the Advocate, the Days-man,
brings forth righteousness as the light, and judgment as the noon-day

340

The Gospel Magazine.

(Ps. xxxvii. 6) in favour of His dear tried children; greatly to their
astonishment, while their enemies are silenced (Isa. liv. 17), the curse
turned into a blessing (Deut. xxiii. 5), and their sin and iniquity for
ever put away (Isa. vi. 7). The Redeemer is The Ransomer, Who by
His own precious blood, shed on Calvary (and applied in the power and
benefits thereof, by the Holy Spirit), not only paid the price for her, but
also delivers His Bride from the wrath of God, the terrors of justice,
and the guilt and dominion of sin. But," Ishi " signifies:
4. My SHEPHERD.
As the Shepherd ot the flock, Jesus goes before His sheep and lambs,
leading them sometimes into the green pastures, sometimes through
the waste howling wilderness, and sometimes by rugged paths over the
bleak mountains; but always by the right way, that they mayatlastcome
to the unity of the Church in that happy place where there is one fold
and one Shepherd (John x. 16), and where the Lamb leadeth the
redeemed beside the fountain of living waters (Rev. vii. 17). Meanwhile, the Shepherd, still mindful of His earthly life, guides them so
that they follow His steps (1 Peter ii. 21) while journeying here below,
and ever feeds them with food convenient for them, both spiritually
and providentially. Sometimes they can feelingly and believingly
exclaim, "The Lord is my Shepherd," and bear witness to every
clause of the Heavenly Pastor's Psalm-the twenty-third.
Finally, "Ishi" means:
5. My FRIEND.
Oh, yes! Jesus is the Friend Who loveth at all times (Prov. xvii. 17),
showing Himself friendly in all dispensations, ordering all things after
the counsel of His own will, for His dear friends' ultimate and real good
(Rom. viii. 28). No evil can happen to the righteous who have
Christ for their Friend. Jehovah-Ishi is worthy of all confidence. He
still fulfils His own promises, and keeps in perfect peace the mind
stayed upon Him (Isa. xxvi. 3), and the heart that trusteth Him. In
His heavenly and divine friendliness the Lord Jesus deals with His
people so that in the fulness of time they shall call Him-Ishi.
Bath.
E. C.
THERE was a council held among the divine persons about the
creation of man. Let Us, says the Father to the Son, make man in
Our image, after Our likeness; and the Holy Ghost was breathed into
him, Who formed his soul and quickened him. So God created man
in His own image, in the image of God created He him. In those words,
" Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness," a plurality of
persons appear; but in the last text, " So God made man in his own
image," the unity of the Divine Essence is preserved; the first account
being in the plural number, and the last in the singular.- W.
Huntington.
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PRAYER.
" Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; tor we know not
what we should pray tor as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession tor us with groanings which cannot be uttered."-RoMANS viii. 26.

PRAYER is the Holy Spirit's mind
Within the soul made known ;
The breathing of a heart resigned
To God's sweet will alone.
Prayer is the counsels of His grace
To human knowledge taught;
The longing of my soul to trace
His deep, unfathomed thought.
Prayer is the Father's tender love
Expressed in filial fear ;
The lifting of my soul above
The thoughts that hold i~ here.
Prayer is the resurrection-power
Of Jesus on His throne :
His wrestling in the midnight hour,
When I was left alone.
Prayer is the gracious Spirit's voice
That sets my spirit free;
His own all-wise and loving choice
Of what is best for me.
Prayer is the prisoner's groaning heard
By heaven's rejoicing throng,
When not the whisper of a word
Escapes my trembling tongue.
Prayer is the thrice-repeated" 0 "
Of sad GethsemaneThe deep, unut.tpred wish to know
That Jesus died for me.
Prayer shall be my divine employ
Throughout the pilgrim way,
Till praise complete my rest and joy
In heaven's eternal day.
December 19th, 1903.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

WHATEVER is of the Spirit in us is d~rived from Christ, and must
return to God with acceptance.-R. C. Chapman.
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THE SUFFICIENCY OF HOLY SCRIPTURE FOR SALVATION.
A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. ANN'S CHURCH, MANCHESTER, OCTOBER
22nd, 1867, BY THE UATE HON. AND RIGHT REV. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D., BISHOP OF CARLISLE.
" And that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Ohrist
Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for repr-oof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works."-2 TIMOTHY iii. 15, 16, 17.

" THE Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus!" A subject of overpowering
magnitude is brought before us, my brethren, in these words-the
sufficiency of the Holy Scripture to salvation. May God the Holy
Ghost pity my need, and may He pity yours. To me may He give
the tongue of the learned, that I may know how to speak a word in
season to him that is weary; to you may He grant that childlike mind
which received with meekness the engrafted message of Jesus.
I would speak to you, in the first place, of " the salvation which is
by faith in Jesus Christ.
In the second place, of the ability of the Holy Scriptures to make
men wise unto that salvation;
And, then, in the third place, I would obviate some popular difficulties, which possibly may be working in the minds of my audience.
I begin by directing your attention to the salvation which is by faith
of Jesus Ohrist. Salvation, my brethren, is a mighty, a glorious word.
It signifies, in the terminology of the Divine Book, the entire undoing,
in the case of each individual who partakes thereof, of all the consequences of the Fall. The Fall brought you and the Fall brought me
into a state of condemnation. Original sin and actual sin, in each
case, has brought us into that condemnation which is described in the
words, " The Scripture has concluded all under sin." And the consequence of this has been that, being" concluded under sin," we are by
nature under the sentence, not merely of temporal, but of eterna
death. "The wages of sin "-the wages which shall as surely be paid
to each ~nsaved soul as to the hireling his due-yea, much more surely,
for the hireling may be defrauded of that which he has earned, but the
unsaved sinner shall never fail of that which he has brought upon himself-" the wages of sin is death." Now, salvation reverses all this.
Salvation obliterates all the guilt, washes it out in such a way that sins
that were as scarlet become white as snow-obliterates it in such sort
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that sins that were recorded in the Book of God's memory are blotted
out, and "shall be remembered no more." Salvation reverses the
whole sentence of condemnation. "There is, therefore" (this is the
account of salvation) "now no condemnation to them that are in
Christ Jesus." But, further, the Fall brought us, it brought you, it
brought me, into a state of spiritual alienation from God. He may
graciously purpose to bestow upon us the pardon of our sins. He may
haye lovingly provided the complete reversal of our punishment. But
the cry of my inmost soul, the cry of your inmost soul, by nature is,
" Depart from us; we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways." "The
carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject to the law of
God, neither indeed can be." My brethren, salvation removes us from
this state, and brings us by sovereign invincible grace into the position
of him who, when he came to himself, said, " I will arise and go to my
father, and will say unto him, Father I have sinned against heaven
and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son." It
was salvation in this its aspect of which we heard in the second lesson
to-night. "You hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and
sins." "God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love, wherewith He
loved us even when we were dead in sin, hath quickened us together
with Christ." But to proceed further. The Fall brought us beneath
the dominion of f;lin, the devil, and nature; and this infection of nature,
indwelling sin, remains even in them who are regenerate, so that the
flesh lusteth against the spirit and the spirit against the flesh; and
these are contrary the one to the other, so that we cannot do the things
we would. If left to ourselves, even after grace has quickened us, we
should surely fall away, surely perish, surely be cast away by our own
act and deed after all; but salvation provides against this also. It
not only delivers from the guilt and the condemnation, from spiritual
death and alienation, but it keeps us increasing in the Holy Spirit more
and more until we come to His everlasting kingdom. But, my
brethren, we are compound beings. The body is the tabernacle in
which the spirit dwells, and that body has been partaker of the Fall.
"Sin entered into the world, and death by sin." But salvation
rev,erses that also. It is only when the dead are raised incorruptible
and when the living are changed that to the full and entire extent
shall be realized the meaning of this great and glorious word, "salvation." 0, my brethren, then throughout the countless ages of eternity
shall be understood how meet the song of the redeemed, "Salvation,
to Him that sitteth upon the Throne and to the Lamb for ever." And
this salvation is entirely brought to pass through the Lord Jesus Christ.
Who is it that takes the guilt? Who is it that suffers the penalty?
Who is it that puts away sin that it may be remembered no more?
It is the Saviour, Christ the Lord, Who gave himself for us that He
might redeem us from our iniquities. It is Jesus, Who delivers us from
the wrath to come. And, again, who is it that conquers the alienation
dwelling in the bosom of His redeemed, and, in the language oLthe
llOth Psalm, "makes His people willing in the day of His power" ?
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Again I say it is the Lord Jesus Christ; "for God hath exalted Him
to be a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance unto Israel and the
forgiveness of sins." And, once more, who is it that protects His
erring, weak, wandering, wayward people ~ Who is it that brings
forth the peaceable fruits of righteousness ~ Who is it that guides us
by His counsel as well as brings us to glory ~ Who is it that is able to
keep His people from falling and present them faultless before the
presence of His glory with exceeding joy ~ Again it is Jesus; for He
is " the only wise God, our Saviour." And, lastly, my brethren, with
regard to this salvation of God, who is it that is the Resurrection and
the Life ~ Who is it that raises this mortal body and fashions it like
unto His glorious body ~ It is our Saviour Jesus Christ, at His glorious
appearing, who has the dew of His youth more than the dew from the
womb of the morning.
But, now, some poor anxious one who may have strayed into this
church to-night may say, "Oh, that such a salvation might be mine!
Oh, that I might be delivered from guilt and condemnation! Oh, that
the new life-giving Spirit might dwell in. my bosom! Oh, that I might
be kept from falling! Oh, that I might be presented faultless before
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy! What shall I do to be
saved ~" My brethren, the answer given to the gaoler at Philippi
eighteen centuries ago is the answer to be given now, " Believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." The answer is, consider
not the depth of thy corruption; consider not the height of thy guilt;
consider not all the aggravations of thy case. If thou forsakest sin;
if thou turnest unto Jesus by faith; thou shalt not perish, but have
everlasting life. Oh, yes; the salvation we ministers of the Word
have to proclaim is salvation by faith, simple, sole faith in Jesus Christ.
Oh, my brother, oh, my sister, men, women, of broken and contrite heart,
that thou mightest be enabled this very night to lay hold upon Him
by faith, and then it shall be well with thee! As is written in the 5th
chapter of St. John, in the 24th verse :-" Verily, verily, I say unto
you, he that heareth My word and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed
from death unto life."
Now, my brethren, do let me ask what is there to be compared to
salvation. You may have youth, you may have health, you may
have wealth, you may have influence, you may have character, you
may have reputation, you may have learning, you may have everything that can adorn this poor, feeble, frail body, and the intellectual
nature also which dwelleth within; but what are you without salvation ~ A poor criminal waiting for the day when the Great Judge of
all shall call you to account for the deeds done in the body and shall
pass the irrevocable sentence, "Depart, ye curse~, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels." But are you poor, are you of
no reputation, are you utterly unknown in the world, are you among
those whose knowledge of literature is of the scantiest possible description, are you one whom everyone passes by-yet, if you believe on the
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Lord Jesus Christ, and are by faith in possession of His salvation,
then you are sons and daughters of a king, waiting -for the day when
He shall come Himself and say, "Come, ye blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."
My brethren, is there anyone here who is moved by these considerations,
and is apt to say, "Oh, that I might be better acquainted with this
subject of salvation "~ I say, look at the little book which lies open
before you. Look at the Scriptures of God. Look at the Holy Scriptures. They are able to make you wise unto salvation. They are
able to do so, in the first place, from their great simplicity. Simplicity
of statement and simplicity of style are essential in books which are
designed to instruct. And, my brethren, is not this a distinguishing
characteristic of the Holy Scriptures ~ It would seem as if the words
spoken to one of the prophets were characteristic of the whole volume:
"Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables that he may run
that readeth it."
"The testimony of the Lord is pure, making wise the simple." Oh,
how plain, oh, how simple is the great doctrine of salvation upon which
we have just been speaking made for you! Take the little word I have
mentioned to you, "Believe." "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved." Surely he was right who wrote in the 10th
of Romans: "The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thy
heart: that is, the word of faith which we preach; that if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."
Oh, that grace may be given to the souls that are here present before
God to submit to the simplicity of His Holy Book; to be willing to
be taught by that sacred volume, line upon line and precept upon
precept, here a little and there a little. You will remember the story
of Naaman, who was told to dip in the waters of Jordan and be clean,
and how he said, " Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus,
better than all the waters of Israel ~ May I not wash in them and be
clean ~" How timely was the remonstrance of the servant, "My
father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou
not have done it ~ How much rather, then, when he saith to thee,
wash and be clean ~" Be content, then, out of the Scriptures to be
taught like little children. "Except a man be converted and become
as a little child he cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven."
But take a second thought. The Scriptures are able to make us
wise unto salvation because of their abundant completeness. To be
equal to its task a book that undertakes to instruct upon any given
subject should exhaust that subject; it should take up the
subject in all its bearings, in all its applications, in all its circumstances, and lay them completely before the peruser. And now, my
brethren, will you tell me what is there in the whole history of a soul
that comes to glory which is not amply treated of in the Holy Scriptures of truth ~ Take the beginning of salvation in the councils of
eternity; take the Fall; take the promise of the Redeemer; take all
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the different illustrations brought out in type and in prophecy, and say,
Is there not a completeness of definite instruction in the volume of the
Old and New Testament? And then take the four Gospels: take the
Epistles: take the chapter read for our second lesson to-night, and
say whether they do not form a honeycomb, every cell of which is a
mine dearer than thousands of silver and gold-a mine full of the
unsearchable riches of Christ. Again, take the different positions in
which the saved soul can be placed. There are the relations of father
and child, husband and wife, minister and people. Take anyone of
these relations, and study the book of God with special reference to
anyone of them, and you will be surprised to discover, if you have
never made the experiment before, how entirely Scripture would seem
to be written for the express purpose of answering any special enquiry
addressed to it. I speak with confidence. There is no position in which
anyone person can possibly be rightly placed as a saved soul; there
is not a single position or relation in which he can stand, in which
Scripture, if applied to for guidance how he shall act in that relation
as one who has been bought with a price, in which Scripture shall not
supply fully all his need. My brethren, that comes out in our very
text: "That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works." Joshua was a comparatively young man when
he was entering upon the task of leading the children of Israel into the
land of promise. He had but a very small portion of the Word of God.
But he had this spoken to him: "This Book of the Law shall not
depart out of thy mouth: but thou shalt meditate therein day and
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous and then thou
shalt have good success." Remember, I entreat you, the word" prosperous." The" prosperous man" is described in the 1st Psalm, as
like a tree planted by the rivers of waters, whose leaf withereth not,
which bears fruit in due season; but there is this characteristic description: "His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law doth
he meditate day and night."
But that the Scriptures are able to make us wise unto salvation is
also proved, in the third place, by their unchanging stability. I
suppose there is no person in this church, who has come to yea~s of
maturity, who does not remember looking at books of instruction
which are now superseded by other and newer works. But I have
before me to-night a book which has from the very moment it was
finished down to the present hour, and which until the earth and the
heavens shall pass away, will always be found to supply the wants of
every case. I ask, Has there ever been a soul who felt its need of
instruction and was willing to go to the Word of God, who ever came
empty away? Scripture seems to have been written expressly for
my case; it anticipates all my wants; it unfolds all hearts; and it
exactly supplies all my need by the revelation of Christ. And so it
shall be again. "Heaven and earth shall pass away," but, says the
Lord Jesus Christ, "My Word shall not pass away." There is a
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remarkable passage in the Book of the Prophet Zechariah (1st chap. 5th
verse), "The fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live
for ever? But My word and My statutes which I commanded My
servants the prophets, did not they take hold of your fathers? And
they returned and said, Like as the Lord of Hosts thought to do unto
us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath He
dealt with us." And do you not remember the beautiful parallelism
drawn out in the 19th Psalm. There you have at the beginning the
wonders of the starry firmament on high, the sun, the moon, the planets,
receiving and exhibiting light from the one great centre. Then you
have in the latter part of the psalm that which is infinitely more wonderful. It is: "The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul:
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple." Just as
the sun has never yet been antiquated, and just as the sun shall never
be antiquated until it passes away with the created universe, so that
Word of God shall never be antiquated till mortality is swallowed up
in life.
But take one more, one fourth thought. Be sure that the Scriptures
are able to make wise unto salvation because of their quickening
power. My brethren, you all remember in the days of your childhood
your books of instruction were marked as "by authority." What
was meant by the statement that that same book was by authority 1
This was meant: That the teacher under whom you were placed had
appointed that book for your instruction, and would help you in its
use. So it is with regard to the Scriptures. All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, from Genesis to Revelation. Every word as it
fell from the pen of the writer is the Word of God. It is given by the
authority of the King. That being the case, what may not be looked
for? We may look for the King's grace and blessing to come and
work wonders for us by His Word. And so it is. That passage which
was read in the first lesson, contains the truth of God upon this point:
" As the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth
not thither, but maketh it bring forth and bud that it may give seed
to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word be which goeth
forth out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it." 0, rest not, beloved brethren, until you can say, by your
own practical and blessed experience, that the Holy Scriptures are
able to make you wise unto salvation; until you can say that the Holy
Ghost,Who wrote them in all their simplicity,Who filled up every detail
with an abundant exuberance of fulness, has come and written His
Word, "not on tables of stone but in fleshy tables of the heart, not with
ink, but with the spirit of the living God."
Such is a very brief outline, in the first place, of the salvation which
is by faith in Christ Jesus; and, in the second place, of the ability of
the Holy Scripture to make wise unto salvation through faith in Jesus
Christ.
.
And now let me conclude by obviating, or rather pointing out how
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can be obviated, certain popular difficulties connected with the whole
subject.
The first I would mention is this. The Apostle is here speaking only
of the Old Testament volume. The Scriptures which he told Timothy
he had" known from a child," were but the books of the Mosaic,
Levitical, and Jewish economy. My brethren, let it be so for a moment.
Then how much more if that volume, incomplete in its teaching,
typical and symbolical in its utterances, was able to " make wise unto
salvation "-how much more shall the Scriptures do now, when day
has dawned and the shadows have fled quite away, and that volume
stands complete in its integrity, which begins with Genesis and ends
with the Revelation of Saint J ohn ~
But is it quite certain that,the Apostle spoke of the Old Testament
only ~ Had not St. Paul an eye to the New Testament when after
saying to Timothy, " and that from a child thou hast known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus," he added, " all Scripture "-the words
spoken by the holy prophets, as well as by the Apostles of our Lord
and Saviour-" all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works ~" For you remember how his brother
Peter speaks of our Apostle's writings as part of the Scripture.
But a second thought and a second difficulty is this. It is one that
is drawn from the quiver of the infidel: "We are not certain that we
have got the Holy Scriptures of which St. Paul wrote, even if he did
mean the whole volume." I answer that we have got them, and that
we must give up the authorship of every other volume in our library,
of any date, if we give up the authenticity of the Scriptures. There is
no volume which has >such a preponderance, such an exuberance of
proof that it is the book it professes to be, that it was written at times,
and in periods, and by the men alleged to have been employed as penmen by the Holy Ghost. With regard to the variations which it is
thought have crept into the text since the early days, I would just
remind you of Bengel, the Dutch commentator's remark on the various
readings of manuscripts. He went into the matter most thoroughly,
and he has left a lasting monument of his industry behind him. He
rose from his study with a heart overflowing with a conviction of the
integrity of the whole volume. It was watched over by the rivalry of
sects: the Jews and the Samaritans before the coming of Christ; by
the Jews and Christians since; and then the orthodox and heretics
had all been watching to guard the integrity of the text, so that
indeed we have substantially every word of God in our hands to this
day.
Perhaps I may, in passing, remove, or atterp.pt to remove, from
some minds another difficulty that has been suggested. In the 7th
chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians the Apostle Paul, as you
will remember, speaks, in the 10th verse, of giving a command-" Yet
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not I, but the Lord." In the 12th verse he says: "But to the rest
speak I, not the Lord." He says also at the end of the chapter, "I
think also that I 'have the Spirit of God." My brethren, when he
speaks of the Lord commanding, not he, he refers to the Old Testament
Scriptures; when he speaks of himself and not the Lord, he takes his
stand as a New Testament writer. And when he says" I think I have
the Spirit of God," that is a statement, according to the Greek idiom,
that he was certain he was speaking by Divine inspiration.
But I come to a fourth and by far too-often repeated an objection,
and that is this: We owe the Scripture to the Church, and, therefore,
the Church must be the Scriptures' interpreter. I ask the question,
l'ecalling to your memory the facts which I have just been quoting,
Do we owe the Scriptures wholly and solely to the Church ~ That is
to say, do we owe them wholly and solely to those who are esteemed
orthodox ~ No. The Scriptures are, of course, handed to us mainly
through the channel of the visible Church; but they are corroborated
and proved to be the Scriptures by an abundance of external testimony
"hich we must not overlook. But, supposing it granted that the
Church, as one of our Articles teaches, is " a witness and a keeper of
Holy Writ," that does not exalt it to a position of co-ordinate, and
much less to one of superior authority. Just take a simple illustration.
A father sends a letter to his child; the child knows the writing, as
that of the parent he loves. He accepts and studies the letter, and
if the messenger attempts to interpose an interpretation contrary to
that of the recipient, he rejects it. And so with regard to the
Scriptures. My brethren, when the Lord Jesus said, "Search the
Scriptures," while He continually appealed to the Scriptures, and
said, "The Scriptures cannot be broken," we must maintain the
supremacy of Scripture even to that body which is designated the
visible Church.
A fifth objection taken to the sufficiency of Holy Scripture is the
alleged disunion of those who profess to refer to Scripture. My time
does not permit me to quote at length Jewel's Apology, but it is well
worthy of reference. The simple argument he brings out is this:
He says that in the earliest days of Christianity doubts and difficulties
existed, and there will always be heresies to the very end of time.
And then he points to the divisions which abound in the very Church
of Rome itself. But while I repeat this from him, I wish to ask you if
these differences arise from loyalty to Scripture ~ No. You will
generally, nay you will always, find that where differences exist there is
in some way or other a partiality in dealing with Scripture and a setting
aside of portions of Scripture. I will take one notable instance. The
Socinian professes to go by Scripture; but his Scripture practically
consists of the four Gospels only, and not even of these in their completeness.
From these differences in the visible Church, I now come to the
invisible Church of the first-born in heaven. Do differences really
exist among true Christians ~ I know there are differences as to
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matters of outward regimen. But Church government under the
Gospel economy is much more expansive than it was under the old
economy. With regard to doctrine, however, put two real Christians
together on their knees, and you will find that whatever theoretical
differences there may be between them, they are really one when they
approach the throne of God. "By grace are ye saved through faith,
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God," is still the cry of
both, each in his own case.
There were other points I should like to have spoken of. I should
like to have referred to the advice given by St. Paul to the Thessalonians, to "hold fast the traditions which ye have been taught,
whether by word or our epistle." Remember that the whole argument
is built upon the meaning of the word "tradition.' The tradition
named here by St. Paul is the teaching communicated directly from
his inspired lips. It was as if he had said to the Church at Thessalonica, "I have written one epistle. Remember what you have
received from me, whether by way of teaching or by the epistle I have
already sent, or by that which I now send." Is not this a totally
different thing from being called upon to receive as co-ordinate with
the Word of God sayings and writings that have come down from
generation to generation from uninspired men, and with respect to
which it is utterly impossible to distinguish between the gold and the
dross? Let me close this part of my subject by reading to you a
passage which may serve you as a motto. In the 22nd chapter of
Proverbs and the 20th and 21st verses it is said: "Have I not written
to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge, that I might make
thee know the certainty of the words of truth, that thou mightest
answer the words of truth to them that send unto thee? "
And, now, one single word more. I have endeavoured to show you
what is the salvation of God. I have endeavoured to show the sufficiency of Scripture to instruct unto salvation. And I have endeavoured
to meet some of the doubts and difficulties which are raised from time
to time in the anxious mind. Now, I take my stand on lower grounds,
but still upon grounds which it is extremely important that, as members
of the Church of England, you should tenaciously hold. I say that in
exalting the supremacy of Holy Scripture above man and minister I
am but setting forth the teaching of the Articles and formularies of the
Church of England. Have you read, as indeed I may boldly say you
ought to read, the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion? Turn fora moment
to the 6th Article: "Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to
salvation; so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved
thereby, is not to be required of any man that it should be believed as
an Article of the faith or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation."
Turn to the 8th Article, on the creeds: "The three creeds, Nicene
Creed, Athanasias's Creed, and that which is commonly called the
Apostles' Creed, ought thoroughly to be received and believed." Why?
Because they have come to us from tradition and never been doubted?
No. "For they may be proved by most certain warrants of Holy
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Scripture." And so, again, take the 20th Article, on the authority of
the Church: "The Church hath power to decree rites or ceremonies
and authority in controversies of faith; and yet it is not lawful for the
Church to ordain anything that is contrary to God's Word written,
neither may it so expound one place of Scripture that it be repugnant
to another. Wherefore, although the Church be a witness and a
keeper "-mark the word a witness, meaning that there are other
means by which the Book may have come to us-" of Holy Writ, yet,
as it ought not to decree anything against the same, so besides the
same ought it not to enforce anything to be believed for necessity of
salvation." And, my brethren, if this be laid down as a general
principle with regard to the teaching to be laid before our flocks, we
ministers are called upon when we are ordained most diligently to
remember this. Just let me read you one or two words out of the
service for the Ordination of Priests. There is in this service a most
beautiful, interesting, and instructive address which the bishop makes
to the presbyters assembled before him. About the middle of the
address he says: "Seeing that you cannot by any other means compass the doing of so weighty a work pertaining to the salvation of
man, but with doctrine and exhortation taken out of the Holy Scriptures, and with a life agreeable to the same; consider how studious ye
ought to be in reading and learning the Scriptures, and in framing the
manners both of yourselves and of them that specially pertain unto
you, according to the rule of the same Scriptures: and for this selfsame cause how ye ought to forsake and set aside (as much as you may)
all worldly cares and studies." Look a little further: "Are you
persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all doctrine
required of necessity for eternal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ 1
And are you determined out of the said Scriptures to instruct the
people committed to your charge, and to teach nothing as required of
necessity to eternal salvation, but that which you shall be persuaded
may be concluded and proved by the Scripture 1" And then, again,
"Will you be ready with all faithful diligence to banish and drive
away all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God's Word 1 "
In the service according to the Church of Rome a paten with a host
upon it is placed in the hands of the priest; a chalice also filled with
wine, and he is instructed to receive power to sacrifice for the living
and for the dead. In the Church of England the same words:
" Receive the Holy Ghost" are used, and then is added: "And be
thou a faithful dispenser of the Word of God and of His Holy Sacraments." Then a Bible is put into the presbyter's hands, and this is
the last co=and he receives: "Take thou authority to preach the
Word of God and to minister the Holy Sacraments to the congregation
where thou shalt be lawfully appointed thereunto." How from the
beginning to the end the supremacy of the Scripture is upheld in our
beloved Church of England! Then, as Churchmen, no less than as
Christians, obey these words of Scripture-let these be your utterances!
The Lord Jesus Christ will count you wise and obedient, and will bless
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you here; you will glorify Him for ever; and you will find out through
the countless ages of eternity how, under the teaching of the Holy
Spirit, the Scriptures which He has graciously caused to be written
" are able to make you wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus."

NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT STRETTON CHURCH ON SUNDAY MORNING, FEB. 12TH,
1905, BY THE REV. WILLIAM LUSH.

" Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well strengthen their mast;
they could not spread the sail; then is the prey 0/ a great spoil divided ;
the lame take the prey."-IsAIAH xxxiii. 23.

THE chapter in which these words occur gives not only a direct allusion
to Sennacherib, but refers especially to the final overthrow of the great
apostasy mentioned in 2 Thess. ii. 3, as taking place at the period just
preceding the second coming of Christ, and called in 2 Tim. iii. 1, " hard
times," and the triumph of the Church of Christ when brought through
that period of open infidelity and defiance of God which shall culminate
in the determined attempt to "break Their bonds asunder and cast
away Their cords from us."
The professing Church of God at this time, "having the form of
godliness, but denying the power thereof," shall be like a dismantled
vessel, sailing on the troubled sea of Jehovah's wrath.
" Thy tacklings are loosed." The large rope, used for strengthening
the mast and other furniture of the ship, is described as " let go." And
so the science of man, the ritual of man, and all the powerful organizations and priestcraft of earth will all have to be parted with as utterly
ineffectual to accomplish what it is in the power of the Spirit of God
alone to bring to pass. Independence of God on the one hand, and
the idolatry of Ritualism on the other, will prove to be utterly inadequate
to regenerate a fallen world, because" N 0 ~trength of nature can suffice
To serve the Lord aright:
For what she has she misapplies
For want of clearer light."

My hearer, if you have been taught your need of a better strength
than the strength which is found in independence of God, or in freewill, or in priestly absolution, or in creature power of any shape or
form, and have ever realized God's strength as made perfect in your
weakness, you have indeed much cause for thankfulness, for then" Weak as you are you shall not faint,
Or, fainting, shall not die;
Jesus, the strength of every saint,
Will aid you from on high"-

with that strength which works in you to will and to do, and causes
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you to stand still and see the salvation of God, with the eternal God as
your refuge, and underneath you the everlasting arms; and when
heart and flesh shall fail He will be the strength of your heart and your
portion for ever, because the strength of Israel will not lie nor repent,
for He is not a man that He should repent. "Look upon Zion, the
city of our solemnities; thine eyes shall see Jerusalem, a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes
thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be
broken."
" The work that His goodness began,
The strength of His arm will complete;
His promise is Yea! and Amen!
And never was forfeited yet."

" Thou hast given me the defence of Thy salvation, Thy right hand
also shall hold me up, and Thy loving correction shall make me great."
" They could not well strengthen their mast "-that great piece of timber
pointing to the skies, used to support the rigging and sails. If the
mast be not held, but falls, the pride of the vessel is gone.
Now observe of what these masts were made. If you turn to the
27th of Ezekiel you will read in the 5th verse, "They have made all
thy ship boards of fir trees of Senir, they have taken cedars from
Lebanon to make masts for thee." Now turn to the 2nd of Isaiah,
and when God would show how He could stain all the pride of man,
what does He say ~ Note the 12th and following verses-" For the
day of the Lord of Hosts shall be upon everyone that is proud and
lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up, and he shall be brought low;
and upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up . . . .
and the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of
men shall be made low, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that
day." My hearer, how soon God can stain the pride of human glory!
He can take a Nebuchadnezzar walking in his palace, and in boastful
language exclaiming, " Is not this great Babylon that I have built by
the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?" and make
that man to eat grass like oxen. He can take a Job in hand, and when
neither Eliphaz the Temanite, nor Bildad the Shuhite, nor Zophar the
Naamathite could bring him down from the height of his excellency,
God can so humble that man with" I will demand of thee, and answer
thou Me," that he is brought to cry out, "Behold, I am vile," "I abhor
myself and repent in dust and ashes." Humbled by His grace, my
hearer, you will cry, "God be merciful to me, a sinner;" whilst those
who are subdued only by His judgments will call on the mountains
and rocks to fall on them and hide them from the face of Him that
sitteth on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb.
"They could not spread the sail." Then their progress was stopped,
their prosperity hindered. Come with me once more to Ezekiel xxvii.,
and read the 7th verse-" Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt
was that which thou spreadest forth to be. thy sail; " it was to this
they looked to catch the auspicious breeze that should help them on
23
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their way. And is it not to the spoils from Egypt to which the professing
Church is looking for help to-day ?-money raised from bazaars, fancy
fairs, and every questionable resource, to support the cause of God.
The Church and the world go hand in hand, forming a confederacy
which must end in the sad experience declared in the Word, "If the
blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch." Must not such
come under the woe uttered by the Prophet, "Woe to them that go
down to Egypt for help"? And again, " Woe to the rebellious children,
saith the Lord, that take counsel, but not of Me; and that cover with
a covering, but not of My spirit, that they may add sin to 'sin; that
walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth, to
strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the
shadow of Egypt! Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your
shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusion."
Oh, in the midst of all this, how salutary the Lord's message, and
how precious His instruction (may we have grace to act upon it), not
to walk in the way of this people. "Say ye not, A confede1'acy, to all
them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy, neither fear ye their
fear nor be afraid. Sanctify the Lord of Hosts Himself, and let Him
be your fear, and let Him be your dread, and He shall be for a
sanctuary."
Come we now to the bright side of our text. We have seen the
wisdom of man end in failure, the vaunted boast of man end in defeat.
Now behold the victory of the great Captain of our Salvation-" then is
the prey of a great spoil divided." I cannot set this out to you in such
telling words as I find in Isaiah liii. 12, Jehovah the Father speaking
of His dear Son. Read that glorious chapter at your leisure-see the
certain effects that follow the Saviour's sufferings; "He shall see of
the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied; by acquaintance with
Himself shall the Righteous One My Servant bring righteousness unto
the many, and He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide
to Him a portion among the many, and mighty ones He shall divide
as spoil." Yes, the 72nd Psalm shall have its accomplishment in
Christ, the true Solomon: "He shall have dominion from sea to sea,
and from the river to the ends of the earth. All kings shall fall down
before Him, all nations shall serve Him. His name shall endure for
ever, and men shall be blessed in Him, all nations shall call Him blessed;
for He shall deliver the needy when he crieth, the poor also, and him
that hath no helper."
" The lame take the prey." One illustration, and I close. Turn to the
32nd of Genesis, and see poor, distressed J acob seeking to get the
blessing in the strength of nature-by wrestling. He had to learn the
lesson that we all have to learn that are taught of God. "He touched
the hollow of his thigh"-the very centre of strength in wrestling.
This dealt the death-blow to Jacob's natural strength. The blessing
can never come as we too Qften desire and expect it to come. It is
out of weakness we are made strong. Hanging on the neck of God's
strength we find Jacob supplicating, and with tears and supplications
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he prevailed in his helplessness. "And He said unto him, What is
thy name ~ And he said, Jacob." And now to pass as a lame, helpless
one from Jacob the supplanter, to Israel the prince with God, is it not
a confirmation of my text-" the lame take the prey" ?
Weak, tired, affiicted one, tossed about with many a conflict, many
a doubt, "Fear not, thou worm Jacob," for when He seeth that thy
power is gone, and there is none shut up or left, He will appear whoile
name is Jehovah-Jireh, and whisper to thy soul, "I will strengthen
thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand
of My righteousness." "Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing
instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains and beat
them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff. Thou shalt fan them,
and the wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter
them: and thou shalt rejoice in the Lord, and shalt glory in the
Holy One of Israel."
HOPE BEYOND THE GRAVE.
(1

PETER

i. 3-5;

JOHN

xiv. 2; 2

COR. V.

1.)

" My soul! this curious house of clay,
Thy present frail abode,
Must quickly fall to worms a prey,
And thou return to God.
" Canst thou, by -faith, survey with joy,
The change before it come,
And say, 'Let Death this house destroy,
I have a heavenly home ' ~
"The Saviour, whom I then shall see
With new admiring eyes,
Already has prepared for me
A mansion in the skies.
" I feel this mud-wall'd cottage shake,
And long to see it fall ;
That I my willing flight may take
To Him who is my all.
"Burden'd and groaning then no more,
My rescued soul shall sing,
As up the shining path I soar,
'Death, thou hast lost thy sting! '
" Dear Saviour, help us now to seek,
And grant Thy Spirit's power,
That we may all this language speak,
Before the dying hour!
REV. JOHN NEWTON.
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THE PORTRAIT.

THE LATE REV. ROBERT WALKER, M.A.
(FELLOW AND TUTOR OF TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, AND VICAR
OF WYMESWOLD, LEICESTERSHIRE).
THE subject of this sketch was born on the 24th April, 1824, at
Guestingthorpe in Essex, of which parish his father was, and forefathers
for many generations had been, the squires. He was educated at
home by his father, and when he went to Cambridge soon distinguished
himself as a mathematician, and became Second Wrangler and Smith's
Prizeman in 1847, and Fellow of his College soon after.
All his relations and friends looked upon him as a very religious,
serious-minded man, and he taught in Jesus Lane Sunday School
while at Cambridge, and took a decided stand on the side of right, but
nevertheless he was going through deep waters and great trouble of
mind on these very matters, as we shall see if we glance for a moment
at what he says of himself at this period. "I had read and studied
deeply in mathematics, had mastered every fresh subject I had entered
upon with ease and delight; had become accustomed (as every exact
mathematician must do) to investigate and discover fundamental
differences between things which seem to the uninitiated one and the
same; had seen my way into physical astronomy and the higher parts
of Newton's immortal 'Principia,' and had been frequently lost in
admiration of his genius till St. Mary's clock warned me that midnight
was past three hours ago. I had, in fact (as we say), made myself
master of dynamics, and become gradually more and more a believer
in the unlimited capabilities of my own mind! This self-conceited
idea was only flattered and fostered by eminent success in the Senate
House, and by subsequently obtaining a Fellowship at Trinity, and
enjoying very considerable popularity as a mathematical lecturer. It
would have spared me many an hour of misery in after days had I
- really felt what I so often said, viz., that the deeper a man went into
science, the humbler he ought to be, and the more cautious in pronouncing an independent opinion on a subject he had not investigated,
or could not thoroughly sift. But, though all this was true, I had yet
to learn that this humility in spiritual things is never found in a natural
man.
"I took orders, and began to preach, and then, like the Bishop
among the Zulus, I found out the grand deficit in my theology. I had
not the Spirit's teaching myself, and how could I without it speak' in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power' ~ In vain did I read
Chalmers, Paley, Butler, Gaussen, etc., and determine that, as I had
mastered all the other subjects I had grappled with, so I would the
Bible, and that I would make myself a believer. I found a poor,
ignorant old woman in my parish more than a match for me in Divine
things. I was distressed to find that she was often happy in the evident
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mercy of the Lord to her, and that she found prayer answered, and all
this was proved sincere by her blameless and harmless walk amongst
her neighbours; whilst I, with all my science and investigation, was
barren, and unprofitable, and miserable-an unbeliever in heart, and
yet not daring to avow it, partly from fear of man, but more from a
certain inward conviction that all my sceptical difficulties would be
crushed and leaped over by the experience of the most illiterate
Christian.
"I was perfectly ashamed to feel in my mind like Voltaire, Volney,
or Tom Paine. I could claim no originality for my views; and I found
they were no comfort, but a constant source of misery to me. May
we not compare this kind of state to that which God speaks of in
Jeremiah xlix: 'Thy terribleness hatn deceived thee, and the pride
of thine heart '~ And observe what follows: 'Hear the counsel of
the Lord . . . . Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out.'
"It may now be asked how I came ever to view Divine truth
differently. I desire to ascribe all the praise to Him to Whom power
belongeth; I desire to put my own mouth in the dust, and be ashamed,
and never open my mouth any more, because of my former unbelief.
I cannot describe all I passed through, but I desire with humility and
gratitude to say, I was made willing in a day of Christ's power. He
sweetly melted down my proud heart with His love; He shut my
mouth for ever from cavilling at any difficulties in the written Word;
and one of the first things in which the great change appeared was,
that whereas before-time preaching had been misery, now it became
my delight to be able to say, without a host of sceptical or infidel doubts
rushing into my mind, 'Thus saith the Lord.' Oh, I am quite certain
no natural man can see the things of God, and I am equally certain
he cannot make himself do so. 'It was the Lord that exalted Moses
and Aaron,' said Samuel; and' By the grace of God I am what I am,'
said St. Paul; and so, in a modified and humble sense, I can truly say.
It used to be a terrible stumbling-block to me to find so many learned
men, so many acute men, so many scientific men, infidels. It is not so
now; I see that God has said, ' Not many wise men after the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble.' I see, as plainly as it is possible for
me to see anything, that no natural man can receive the things of the
Spirit of God. Hence I expect to find men of this stamp of intellect
coming out boldly with their avowals of unbelief in the written Word
of God. The only answer I can give to them is, 'God has in mercy
taught me better'; and never do I sing those beautiful words in the
well-known hymn, but I feel my eyes filling with tears of gratitude to
the God of all compassion :" Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand'ring from the fold of God."

So it was with me; so it must be with anyone of them, if ever they
are to know the truth in its power, or to receive the love of the truth
that they may be saved.
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"I feel very much for the young of this generation, remembering
the conflicts I passed through in consequence of the errors of men of
ability. I hope the Lord will graciously impress on many hearts the
serious truth of the words, 'Not by might, nor by power, but by My
Spirit; , and' The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.' My
own way of explaining it to myself and others, when required to do so,
is by saying, It is not through the medium of a cultivated intellect,
but through new affections, that the soul receives true religion;
, Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.' "
Mr. WALKER held a small College living in Suffolk after he was ordained
presbyter, and then in 1856 was presented to the living of Wymeswold,
near Loughborough, in Leicestershire, a large village with a population
of about 1,400, mostly hand·frame stocking knitters. Here he remained
until his death in 1883, twenty·seven years later, and was much beloved
and made a very great blessing to many. He endured much persecution
and opposition at first, as the Church had been from time to time
rather in the hands of the old-fashioned High Church party (not the
Ritualists of the present day, who are only make-believe Papists), and
the village was full of political dissenters of the independent, blunt
Midland type, which he found very trying after so many years in the
eastern counties, where quite a different genus lives; but he was so
very loving and lovable that he soon overcame their inherent dislike
to the Established Church of England, and he never disputed or
quarrelled on the many points of difference; a favourite precept of
his was, "The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God"
(James i. 20); but, bearing in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, "he
that is not against us is for us" (St. Luke ix. 50), and also lrnowing that
no human institution is perfect, he tried to find all the things on which
he agreed with his parishioners, and discussed those, and left disputation
out of his dealings with them. At his death the whole village mourned,
and there never was seen such a sight as at his funeral; all ages and all
sects were united in grief, and all felt they had lost their best and
kindest friend.
At one time Mr. WALKER had a most interesting correspondence with
Professor Tyndall; it was in October, 1873, after reading a most
interesting scientific book then just published by the great scientist
on "The Forms of Water," etc. Their letters shall be copied, as it is
intensely interesting to see how in everything Mr. WALKER'S whole
heart and mind and soul was intent on glorifying that Saviour to
Whom he owed all. He wrote :"Srn,-I am sure you will allow me, though personally unknown to
you, to express the great delight with which I have just perused your
very charming little work on 'The Forms of Water,' etc. The
delight would have been quite unmixed had it not been for one or two
sentences which, in my judgment, would have been better omitted.
" Before commencing, however, let me do the disagreeable part of
my letter, and that is, to speak of myself. I was a pupil of Hopkins's

.
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at Cambridge at the very time when he was so deeply engaged in the
mechanical problem about the crevasses, to which you refer, p. 107,
and have seen him draw that very figure, and explain the way the
cracks in the ice go nearly .L to the direction in which we should at
first have expected to find them. I also read in 1845 with Thomson
of Pet., now Sir William Thomson; and, to make short work about
myself, was Second Wrangler and Second Smith's Prizeman in 1847,
and subsequently a Fellow, Assistant Tutor, and Lecturer of Trinity
College. Do forgive this; I merely say it to show that I am not a mere
objector to science, or one who never had any enthusiasm in mathematics, and therefore is ready to carp at an unguarded word dropped
by an eminent physiologist like yourself, who does not agree with him.
" Let me say, I regard your book as a thoroughgoing little gem of
popular science, and am very sorry there should be one sentence in it
which I cannot endorse; but knowing the kind manner in which
philosophers allow their works to be scrutinized by smaller men, I will
venture to say there are three passages which have given me pain, and
I must say, very great pain. The least objectionable of these is
paragraph 92. It is to some extent true, but it is very uncalled-for,
and unless you describe rather more definitely what you mean by
, weak and wicked persons,' it seems to me to leave a doubt which is
very painful to a Christian's mind. The next begins on p. 123.
" Allow me to say, I do not think you handle Count Rumford quite
ingenuously. In the first place you throw too much stress on the
exceptional character of the freezing of water. The argument for
design in the increase of volume a little before water reaches the freezing
point does not rest exclusively upon the fact of its being an entirely
unique arrangement. No doubt he thought it was so, but the subsequent
discovery that iron and bismuth follow a similar law does not disprove
his argument for design in that particular instance. No doubt there
are wise reasons for iron and bismuth, and possibly many metals now
unknown, doing the same, only we do not see those reasons. This
proves our ignorance, but by no means shows that God has made even
those substances subject to such a Ia.w for no reason. No doubt
Count Rumford's remarks would have derived great additional weight
from the above property of water, had it been unique, but they do not
lose all their weight (as you seem to imply) because he was mistaken
in that matter. The law of freezing is, as a matter of fact, greatly
conducive to the preservation of aquatic life, and all he really calls
attention to is that it proves the wisdom and goodness of God. And
in this he is right-it does so.
" Suppose I have a child asleep in a bedroom with an open window;
as night grows colder I go into the room and carefully close the window
and draw the blinds, etc. An observer says, , I see his design in this,
it is to protect his child from the night air and the cold.' By-and-bye
he sees me go into two or three other rooms, in which there are no
children to protect, and do the same. Would he be justified in denying
his first inference on this account ~ By no means. I do close the
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first room to protect my child, and I have very good and sufficient
reasons for closing the others, though those reasons are very different
from the first. The fact that I am in profound ignorance why
crystallizing iron follows the law of freezing water, does not invalidate
my conclusion that this law in the case of water proves God to be wise
and good. Besides, even if he had been quite wro'YUj, the modest way
in which he confesses the sense he has of his ignorance of the ultimate
designs of the Creator, makes him deserve more gentle treatment at
your hands.
"There is one other point in this discussion where I think you
mistake religious men altogether; you seem to imply that we hold
that the happiness of a faith is a proof of its truth. This is far from
our view. Every true Christian knows that his deepest anguish and
heaviest fears began when his faith began. Hear the words of a very
celebrated poet describing the beginning of his own experience as a
Christian ;'My former hopes are fled,
My terror now begins.'

It is thus with all true Christian believers more or less; the fact is,
we do not consider the joy and happiness of a faith any proof of its
truth, but of the goodness of God, for faith might have revealed to us a
God of tyranny and malice.
" I admire your book and your style so much, that I deeply regret
those unkind passages. The third passage to which I refer is on pp.
151, 152.
" You speak of the Scriptural account of the creation of man as if
the discoveries of modern science had reduced it to a 'myth' or a
'beautiful story,' implying that good men have been compelled to
renounce their belief in the Bible History in consequence of these
discoveries. Now, to a man who has never heard about this before,
and who only knows what you here tell him, I venture to say this
conveys a very incorrect impression. I do not charge you with any
intention to mislead, but you must allow me to say, I think you should
hardly have said this without asking a few well-educated Christian
men what effect such discoveries have had upon them. What do men
expect to find in the Bible ~ Surely we should see what it promises
before we complain that it tells us too little. Hear, then, what we are
to expect; 'Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my
path.' From this I should conclude that the Bible professes to teach
me how to choose the good and refuse the evil and dangerous as I carefully
plod on my way to a world beyond.
" Suppose you were walking in a dark night upon a glacier, and had
no other light than an ordinary policeman's lantern, what would be your
first care ~ Surely it would be to avoid dangers and to secure a safe
spot to set your foot on next. There might be objects of surpassing
interest above, below, and on all sides, but you would not blame your
lantern for not revealing these to you; you would be very thankful
that it was a lamp unto your feet and a light unto your path. You would
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say, My present care is to get my next step safely, this lantern enables
me to do so, and I am thankful for it; but I must wait till morning to
see the glories and mysteries of this glacier.
" Just so a Christian man regards the Bible; he says, I am surrounded
by dangers and snares; I want to know how to get safely through my
next step; I am going home, and I am afraid of slipping into the jaws
of destruction, and I am very thankful for the Bible, because it is ' a
lamp to my feet and a light to my path.' When' the day dawns and
the shadows flee away,' I shall be able to see all. That is my feeling
on the subject, however.
"Still, your remark has a sort of truth about it, and this renders it
all the more dangerous to men who have not considered this subject
before. It is perfectly true that real substantial discoveries in science
have given good men to see much more in a passage of the Bible than
they did before; as in the case of the first few verses of Genesis and
many other places; but they have not changed our belief that Genesis
gives a true account of the origin of the present cosmos; in fact, they
confirm that belief. The Hebrew words are so admirable and so
exactly correspond with the views science gives us, that we feel the
more confirmed in our delight in that ancient Record, and regard it
with more confidence than ever as the foundation of all true history.
When I try to explain a difficult thing to one of my little children, I
tell him nothing but what is true, and yet only a very small part of
what is true. I should say, perhaps, in speaking of the moon, 'It is
very large, bigger than I am, bigger than this house, and farther off
than the top of the church steeple, or even than Loughborough '-all
this is true, scientifically true, and yet it is a very small part of the truth.
The Bible mentions things in just this way, speaking of ' the everlasting
hills,' 'the strength of the hills,' etc., while to God these things are
declared to be but as ' the small dust of the balance.'
" But I must bother you with no more of my talk. Let me merely
add, I do not gather from your charming little book, that you avow
Atheistic views, but rather that you cannot accept the statements of
the Bible. I am very sorry for you, for I was once just the same. I
thank God it is otherwise with me now. I have not found this faith
(which I know is God's special gift) any hindrance to my delight in
science and discovery; it rather-greatly enhances it, as such discoveries
develop before my mind's eye a small part more of the ways of Him
Who 'is wonderful in counsel and excellent in working.' How heartily
do I wish you too could· bow in the humility of faith before those ancient
records of inspired truth! You would not be one whit the less eminent
as a natural philosopher by becoming a humble Christian believer.
That eminence in science and the humility of faith may go hand in
hand, is proved by the case of Sir Isaac Newton. In fact, you and I
know, and you have beautifully brought out the idea in a philosophical
point of view in paragraph 91, that deep humility is absolutely necessary
to true progress in scientific truth; and carrying this idea a step
higher, we reach the conclusion that St. Paul spoke a weighty truth

362

The Gospel Magazine.

when he said, 'If any man think that he knoweth anything, he
knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.'
" Apologizing for thus trespassing on your time, I remain,
"Your obedient servant,
ROBT. WALKER."
Tyndall's reply:The Royal Institution,
26th October, 1873.
"DEAR SIR,-For the last fortnight I have been working at the
South Foreland trying to determine the best means of providing
warning and guidance for mariners in case of fog, when the strongest
beams from our lighthouses fail to be of use. During this time your
letter has lain at the Athemeum Club, I being unaware of its existence!
" I have read that truly remarkable letter with the greatest interest;
from beginning to end it secured my whole attention. The personal
part of it interested me greatly, though the conspicuous ability of the
letter itself rendered all extrinsic proof of your position as an intellectual
man unnecessary.
" I have refreshed my memory by reading the portions of my little
book to which you take exception. In writing paragraph 92, to which
you first refer me, I had vividly before my mind the spiritualistic
impostures of our day. I had seen specimens of weakness and wickedness,
and considered that I was doing good instead of evil by telling my
readers what I thought of such things. That my words could bear the
interpretation which you seem to attach to them, never occurred to me,
or that they could give pain to any Christian's mind untainted by the
superstition to which I have referred.
"Your next reference is to p. 123, and here I regret to say that I
could not retract or modify, to your satisfaction and my own, the remarks
that I have made upon Count Rumford. My esteem for him as a man
of science is well known, and, on the very page to which you refer, I
describe him as one of the most solid of scientific men. But' modesty'
was hardly the quality which most distinguished him. Modesty is not
so much to be inferred from a man's attitude towards his God, as from
his attitude towards his fellow-men. Here Count Rumford betrays
intolerance rather than modesty, and that upon a subject, his view of
which, while kindling his enthusiasm, was demonstrably wrong. Many
who profess to call themselves Christians show the same spirit with as
little justification; but in their c.ase, as in Rumford's, the intolerance is,
I believe, more the expression of natural character than of theologic
belief. _
" As ,regards the general question, I admit and even admire the
ability with which you have treated it. Your illustrative argument
about closing the windows, would, I .doubt not, influence many minds,
however it may fail to influence mine. The force of such an argument
must greatly depend on the intellectual, and if you will, spiritual
antecedents of him to whom it is addressed.

"
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"With regard to the 'happiness' question, as a matter of fact I
have known it urged over and over again as a reason for espousing
Christianity. Over and over again I have been obliged to say that I
should be ashamed to allow this consideration of happiness to enter as
an element into the decision of the question, that the fear of hell or
the hope of glory can only act as a disturbing influence here. That
to which the intellect leans, and with which it must close at all hazards,
is not happiness but truth.
" Regarding the Scriptural account of the creation, I should probably
differ from you more than regarding any other point. My distinct
conviction is, that it is ' a beautiful story' and nothing more, resting
on no evidence which has any claim to the serious attention of an
earnest and intelligent man. And I have grave doubts of the morality
of trying to maintain the authority of such recitals by seeking interpretations which shall satisfy the demands of modern knowledge, but which
deviate from the honest and obvious signification of the text. It is
not' unkindness' which prompts me to write thus, but a conviction
that this effort to make Scripture accounts square with modern
discoveries is a dangerous tampering with the truth. Individual men
may escape all evil consequences, but should the habit become
systematic, I think the results would be disastrous to society.
" Let me here express the pleasure which your skill in elucidating
the function of the Bible has given me. The illustration of the glacier
is admirable, and the integrity of your figure-' a light unto my feet
and a lamp unto my path '-appearing as it does so frequently, never
permits your meaning to slip from the mind. I have hardly met a
better bit of writing than this; and I could almost envy you that force
of faith which manifestly lies behind your intellectual performance.
'How heartily do I wish you too could bow in the humility of faith
before those ancient records.' Let me tell you an anecdote that I do
not remember having communicated by letter to anyone else. Five
and twenty years ago, or thereabouts, I went to the Polytechnic
Institution in Regent Street; my days were very sunless at the time,
and I went in to fill an idle hour. I saw there a picture of the Holy
Sepulchre at Jerusalem, with a monk prostrate on the pavement at
the entrance. At that time, to fill the vacuity of my heart, I should
almost have accepted the superstition of that grovelling monk, could
I have had his faith along with it. It is not out of perversity of mind
that a man who has gone through experiences of which this is but a
single illustration, expresses his doubts of current theological notions.
It is not through lack of volition on his part that he did not long ago
'bow in the humility of faith before those ancient records,' but simply
that, because seeking for the truth in all honesty of heart, he has found
such records incredible. I have written this letter with other matters
forcing themselves upon my mind, but I could not allow the occasion
to pass without giving you some proof of the esteem created by your
letter, and with which I am,
" Most faithfully yours,
JOHN TYNDALL."

....

364

The Gospel Magazine.

These letters are most interesting and valuable from every point of
view, but specially as showing that Mr. WALKER'S was a master mind,
and therefore his love and devotion to God and the furtherance of His
Kingdom amongst men did not arise from what the world loves to term
" weakness of mind or intellect," but rather was the consecration of
all he was and had to the glory of that Blessed Saviour to Whom he
owed all.
At the beginning of this account reference was made to Mr. WALKER'S
lovable spirit overcoming the deeply-rooted prejudices in the minds
of his Nonconformist parishioners, and here may be copied a small
part of an account of the celebration of the Sunday School Centenary
at Wymeswold, which appeared in a local paper of that date (August,
1880), as an illustration of this very thing ;"I wish to refer to the unanimity of sentiment and feeling which
pervaded the whole committee of management, comprising both
Church and Dissent. As soon as the celebration was suggested by the
Nonconformists, the Church, with the worthy Vicar at the head,
entirely concurred, and the whole combined committee (setting aside
all differences of belief and religious opinion) went to work with a will
which would have done credit to much larger places in the neighbourhood-a will which was not to be daunted almost at the last moment
by one or two individuals who manifested some bigotry as to precedence
in the procession. But, 'Honour to whom honour is due.' The
Vicar (as soon as it was intimated to him), with his usual liberalmindedness, at once stamped it out, which act, if possible, cemented
the committee more firmly together; the result was seen by the
largest gathering and prettiest sight that ever was seen by the oldest
inhabitants; a financial success that was not expected by the most
sanguine; and, I may say with regard to the Vicar, that the gr~at
popularity he has gained in the parish and neighbourhood is owing
chiefly to his liberal mind. If clergymen of other places in the county
showed the same tolerant spirit we should not hear of so many' graveyard scandals' providing so many arguments in favour of disestablishment. We could then do without the Burials Bill altogether, if all
ministers were like-minded, for I hear that the Burial Board of the
place have decided that one chapel shall suffice for all-Church and
Dissent--and the Vicar, while a member of the Board, entirely concurs
with that decision, which has done more to raise him in the estimation
of sensible people than the life-time's preaching of some ministers."
Mr. WALKER'S death was very sudden, as, though he had been ill for
some time, he had been visiting sick people in his parish the very
morning of the day he died. All his six children were away from home
on that day, 11th January, 1883. Only Mrs. WALKER was with him.
At prayers in the evening he read the 11th of St. Matthew, and when
he had finished, he turned to his wife and said, "the 28th verse is
specially suitable for you and me to-night, dear, 'Come unto Me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.''' And
she, fancying he was not well, said, "Yes, every night;" and he
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repeated, "But, specially to-night." When trying to get upstairs to
bed, one leg seemed almost helpless, and with difficulty Mrs. WALKER
helped him get into bed; this was about 10 p.m., and by 2.20 the
next morning all was over, only a little over four hours' actual illness.
He said, when upstairs, "Humble yourselves . . . under the mighty
hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time" (1 St. Peter v. 6).
He had always said that death was so humbling to our natural pride.
He spoke several times most beautifully and comfortingly to his dear
wife, and passed away just as the doctor from the town, five miles off,
drove up to the Vicarage. So his last hours were spent alone with his
devoted wife, and never were two people more perfectly suited to one
another or more united in all things, and the loss of a husband and
father like Mr. WALKER is irreparable; his whole life, walk, and conversation was heavenly, and to be with him, with his brilliant powers
of mind, and wonderfully clear way of expressing his thoughts, was, in
itself, a liberal education. He was happiness and brightness personified,
and so marvellously clever and entertaining as well, and quite the
most generous-minded, open-handed, and even-tempered man it has
ever been the writer's good fortune to know, and with all this such a
humble-minded follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.
On the 17th January, 1883, when he was laid to rest in that little
new cemetery close to the Vicarage, which has been referred to in this
account, the whole neighbourhood as well as the whole parish was
present. An immense crowd of people gathered together to show to him
their last tokens of respect, and to express their genuine sorrow at
the loss of so true a friend and godly a man! He had particularly
stipulated, with his usual dislike of show or ostentation, that his should
be a walking funeral, and so some of his tried friends and parishioners,
who loved and truly mourned him, bore him to his last resting-place
amid signs of universal mourning and regret. He had even chosen
the verses of a hymn he was very fond of to be put on his tombstone,
and when his people insisted on subscribing and raising a handsome
monument to his memory, these words were amongst those inscribed
thereon :.. 0 great Absolver, grant my soul may wear
The lowliest garb of penitence and prayer,
That in the Father's courts my glorious dress
May be the garment of Thy righteousness .
.. Yea, Thou wilt answer for me, righteous Lord:
Thine all the merits, mine the great reward;
Thine the sharp thorns, and mine the golden crown,
Mine the life won, and Thine the life laid down."

This account, which, alas! is quite inadequate to convey any true
impression of Mr. WALKER'S delightful personality, cannot, perhaps,
be closed with any better words than those, which, indeed, contain
the essence of the Gospel and of a true believer's attitude towards
his God and Saviour.

Clifton.

FRANCES M. LAMONT.
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Q!Otte£ll.lOnlJ enre.
HALILU: A DESTINY OF DELIVERANCE.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISToN,-May I venture to bring to the notice of your
readers a most interesting book with the above title, published by
Marshall Brothers (-price 2s. 6d. net), which tells the remarkable story
of a Hausa lad, named HaWu, who came to this country last year in
charge of a giraffe, presented by the King of Gummel to-the Zoological
Gardens in London, and by a providential chain of circumstances was
brought into the light and liberty of the Gospel. In his own land he
had been a seeker after the true God, but he could :find no satisfaction
in Mohammedanism, which is the religion of his country. There was
one Mallam there, however, who had some knowledge of Christ, how
obtained it is not stated; but when Halilu arrived in this country" his
attitude," we are told, "conveyed the impression of a crushed sort of
despair." Mrs. Nott, the writer, says, "his face seemed to me the
saddest I had ever seen. . . . I know now that Halilu's sadness came
from a heart that apprehended its own deep need."
At the time of his arrival the British and Foreign Bible Society was
commencing a revision of the Psalms in the Hausa language, and
Halilu was asked to help in this work. Gradually the light entered
into his soul, and he also became a close student of the Gospels of
St. Mark and St. John, the only portions of Scripture available in his
language; but Mrs. Nott says, "he learned more from them than
many a professing Christian at home does from the whole Bible."
He had the great privilege of being welcomed into a bright Christian
home at Sydenham during his stay, the head of which had been for
some years a missionary in Hausa-Iand, and here he saw the power of
the Gospel in the life. Mrs. Nott says, "Halilu as a Mohammedan
was ,a fatalist. But fatalism now gave way to a childlike trust. In
the infinite march of circumstances he beheld no longer the mere
evidence of an absolute and immutable will, but rather the solicitude
of a long-seeking God. What fore-knowledge, what fore-planning had
been manifested in all that led him to the Christ! Chosen,
predestinated 3.ccording to His will. There was the secret key that
unlocked the mystery of his existence. Three thousand miles of travel,
the making of acquaintance with new peoples and newer modes of
thought, the reading of Words of Divine Inspiration older than his own
Koran-then the Light."
Halilu is now gone back to his own land, and testimony has already
been received that he is seeking to spread the knowledge of the Truth
which he now possesses. He and the Mallam I have mentioned are
among the very few Christians belonging to the great Hausa nation,
and I earnestly invite your readers to remember them in their prayers.
Yours very sincerely,
20, Farnaby Road, Bromley, Kent.
F. PERRDTT.
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RUSSIA.

THEIR HISTORY AND ApPEAL TO BRITISH CHRISTIANS.
CHRISTIANS at home have often heard and read about the difficulties
and sufferings of the Stundists, and other Christians in Russia; few,
however, have a clear understanding of their history, the present
position of religious matters in Russia, and the needs of our Russian
brethren and sisters in Christ. The Stundist movement, which it has
been the privilege of the Evangelical Alliance for many years to assist
by prayer and practical sympathy, had its genesis in the zealous labours
of Mr. Melville, a native of Scotla-nd, and the agent of the British and
Foreign Bible Society. He lived under four emperors in Russia,
Alexander 1., Nicholas 1., Alexander H., and Alexander HL, and for
sixty years worked untiringly in promoting the spiritual welfare of
the Russian people, especially those living in the south. By the
direct leading of God, Mr. Melville became associated with a Nestorian
Christian named Delyakow, whose zeal for the Gospel fitted him as a
pioneer. He was the means of blessing to very many souls. Added
to these two brethren, a third faithful witness for the Truth was raised
up in Russia-the German Evangelical Pastor Bohnekamper, from
the colony of Rohrbach, near Odessa. He promoted meetings for
prayer and for deepening of the spiritual life, which were much frequented by Wurtembergers, who at that time founded a colony near
Odessa. The name for these meetings or gatherings was" Stunden."
By degrees the Russian peasants, especially those known as Little
Russians, found their way into the gatherings (Stunden). Year by
year, at harvest time, thousands of agricultural labourers from the
north of Russia came to the south, and by listening to the Gospel at
the gatherings referred to, carried back with them the pure Word of
God. The persecutions which these simple Christians (Stundists)
have had to suffer at the hands of the Greek Orthodox Church has but
strengthened and deepened their faith, and helped in spreading the
cause of Evangelical truth. Besides the workers referred to, whose
labours have been confined to the south, God has raised up other
witnesses to His Word in the north of Russia, who have been the means
of awakening a large number of people from the slumber of sin and
ignorance of the Gospel. Among such witnesses is Lord Radstock,
whose name is specially dear to- Russian Christians. He visited Russia
in the seventies, coming several times to St. Petersburg, and holding
meetings in the drawing-rooms and palaces of the aristocracy.
Through his testimony many persons of high position were converted,
amongst them the Minister, Count Bobinsky; the Master of Court
Ceremonies, Count Corff; and Colonel Paschkoff, all of whom were
banished from Russia for their religious faith and zeal. When, through
persecution from the Greek Orthodox Church hundreds and thousands
were crowded into the mines at Siberia and the Caucasus, pining away
their lives in despair of relief -or sympathy from fellow-believers, God
sent His servant, Dr. Baedeker, to Russia, wonderfully opening up
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his way, and making use of him for many years in forwarding the work
of evangelization.
BJIt this is not all. God has wrought great things by the Word itself,
which to-day in Russia, by special order of the Emperor, is forwarded
by railway, free of charge, to the utmost limits of the Empire. One
little thought that the fire kindled in 1865 in the province of Odessa,
Kiev, and Ikaterinoslav would be fanned into a flame. Everywhere
the Gospel was heartily welcomed, and as a result the powers of darkness were aroused, and an endeavour was made to stamp out the
glorious work of the Holy Spirit. Anyone attending gatherings for
Bible reading, or preaching of the Gospel, was termed Stundist. The
Greek Orthodox Church suspected all such, looking upon them as
anarchists, only to be visited with fine, persecution, and banishment,
so that their religion might be stamped out. From persecution came
a still stronger love for God and His Word. The movement was
without outward show, for fear of the powers that be; it was, nevertheless, deep and sincere.
In all, the Stundists now number about 600 congregations. They
are law-abiding, simple Christians, followers of God and His Word,
earnest and sincere believers. No idea can be given in writing of the
sufferings and misery which they have had to suffer. They have
taken the spoiling of their goods with joy; have been cast into prison
and sentenced to banishment for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
not counting their lives dear unto them.
From January to August, 1901, alone, 506 persons (men, women,
and children) were condemned, in twenty-eight separate law suits, to
fines amounting to 13,123 roubles, or 9,495 days' imprisonment. But
at last a new era is dawning. Religious liberty is granted, it is believed
for good. Meetings for the worship of God and in His house are no
longer forbidden. The non-established churches are re-opened and
used again for the purposes for which they were built. There has
arisen a great desire for the Word of God, and for Evangelical
teachers to explain its truths.
Already a number of Stundist brethren have left home, wives, children,
and all, to obtain Bible instruction in England or in Germany, that
they may be fitted to return to Russia and proclaim unhindered the
glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ-" on earth peace, good-will towards
men." In the course of his address at the May Conversazione of the
Alliance, Baron Nicolai appealed to British Christians, and to the
Evangelical Alliance in particular, for prayer and practical interest on
behalf of the young Evangelical Church in Russia, which, relieved from
the burden of oppression and persecution, is commencing to manifest
itself over the greater part of the Empire. Baron Nicolai appealed
for British sympathy in helping to provide experienced and Spiritfilled teachers for the many congregations of Christians in Russia,
mostly composed of uneducated people. Special prayer was offered
at the close of the gathering, which has been, and is being, abundantly
answered.

..
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The Holy Spirit, manifesting the need in England, was also at work
in Germany and Russia, laying it on the hearts of several of God's
servants to go forward in faith and commence a Bible school for the
instruction. and training of these Russian brethren, who were already
presenting themselves for the purpose, without purse or scrip; some
of them having sold all their possessions in order to leave Russia and
seek in another country the training they needed.
Three of them visited Herr Karl Mascher in Berlin asking for advice
and help. It was laid on the heart of Herr Mascher to receive them.
Others followed, and a chain of events, too lengthy to mention here,
but undoubtedly the leading of the Holy Spirit, led to the formatioJ,l
in Berlin of an Evangelical Alliance Bible school, which, at the Blankenburg Convention in August last, was formally attached to that Branch
of the Alliance.
The writer was present on the occasion, as also at the opening of the
school in Berlin, which took place on Tuesday, Sept. 5th (strangely
enough, the day peace was signed between Russia and Japan). The
first Principal of the Bible school is Pastor Ki:ihler, associated with
whom is Herr Warns, two sterling men of God eminently fitted for the
responsible post. The rules and regulations of this new Alliance Bible
school are as follows :" Through the providence of God, several Russians have been led to
Steglitz, Berlin, who have expressed their desire to be instructed in the
Holy Scriptures. In order to help them, and in consideration of the
great need for mission workers in Russia, a School of Bible Study has
been opened in Berlin, and will be conducted on the following lines :1. The name shall be " The Alliance Bible School."
2. The Alliance Bible School has for its foundation the Holy Scriptures, which it acknowledges as the only ground of doctrine and conduct. The Divine inspiration, authority, and sufficiency of the Holy
Scriptures shall be held by all who teach or train in the school.
3. Its purpose will be to place before its students the history and
doctrine of the Bible, in accordance with its own teachings. Its aim
is to produce evangelists, who shall carry out the teachings of the
Scriptures in their daily lives, not merely as professors, but such as
love the Lord and hold alone to His infallible Word.
4. Various creeds o~ national distinctions will not be deemed
hindrances to admission. The age of candidates shall not be under
twenty or over thirty-five. The course commences on Sept. 1st and
ends on July 1st.
5, 6, 7, after referring to domestic arrangements, provide for the
maintenance of all students. The expenses for board, instruction, etc.,
will probably amount to £60 (1,200 marks) per annum.
It will be taken for granted that every candidate is :1. A true and thorough believer.
2. That he has given evidence of being such.
3. That he possesses the necessary gifts and talents which are
required in those who seek to preach the Gospel.
24
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4. That he has, previous to admission, been zealous in some way
in the work of the Lord.
With such an opportunity and so Evangelical a basis, can it be doubted
that the Alliance Bible School, especially in its Russian interests, as
in general, appeals to the sympathy and practical help of British
Christians 1 Is it not the Christian duty to enter this open door in
Russia 1 Realizing this, the Council of the Evangelical Alliance
(British Organization) have committed themselves to assist the undertaking and to seek to arouse interest among the Lord's people at home.
From a special fund, and through the generous gifts of various friends,
£250 has so far been sent to Berlin towards the support of Russian
students and Stundists. But much more is needed. The work is
already enlarging. New students are presenting themselves for training, and some of those who have already spent nine months in the
school are about to return to Russia for evangelistic and pastoral
work.
In the meantime the following appeal from Odessa has reached the
Council of the Alliance :" Odessa, March, 1906.
" , And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; there stood a man of
Macedonia and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia and
help us.'
"BELOVED BRETHREN.-We thank God, for you, our brethren in
England, for your love and for zeal in the things of the Kingdom of
God on earth. It seems to us that many of God's undertakings have
been begun in Great Britain. We thank God that our dear brethren
there have not buried their talents, but have put the Lord's gold and
silver to good use. We praise God for the Bible Society, which has
been the means of so much blessing, especially in Russia, where it has
put the Scriptures within easy reach of all. We praise God, too, for
such of His servants as have come to Russia, and who have strengthened
us with their presence and ministry ; as, for instance, Dr. Baedeker,
Mr. Wilkinson, and others. May God give result to their labours
among us! You have heard much of the condition of things in Russia,
of the persecution of the saints, of families brought to ruin. We suffer,
indeed, from other causes beyond those arising from political and
economical conditions. In the south of Russia, and especially in
Odessa, the brethren are very poor. Manual labour is often not to be
had, but there is always much to do for God. A short distance only
from Odessa, our brethren get three pounds of black bread each per
day from the district authorities. We are accustomed to this, and do
not complain, but our want of means prevents our making use of the
freedom which has been recently granted us. The work of God is
extending, but we have not the power to undertake it. We have not
preachers enough to take oversight of the gatherings, for our preachers
themselves have to work for their daily bread in order to minister to
others. We, the Russian Christian communities in Odessa, are not
even able to support our own preachers, and we therefore come to you
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with the earnest entreaty to help us with the support of two men for
active evangelistic and pastoral work amongst our countrymen. Help
us, we beseech you, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
"Signed for the community of Russian Evangelical Christians
(Stundists) in Odessa,
" CH. S. KRAVTSCHENKO.
L. NAZARENKA.
S. NOGI.
A. NIKIFOROV."

In forwarding this appeal, Mr. Samuel Wilkinson, of the Mildmay
Mission to the Jews, recently returned from Odessa, writes :" 10th March, 1906.
" It was my privilege while in Odessa in December, 1905, January
and February, 1906, to witness something of the Stundists' gatherings,
and also to minister to them. There is no question as to the great
opportunities which lie within their grasp. At their Sunday gatherings
over a thousand people assemble to listen to the Word of Life, and the
Word is faithfully preached by simple men.
"Before endorsing the appeal which the community entrusted to
me for transmission to English friends, I wished to be assured that
the Stundist brethren were really unable themselves to provide the
money required for their ministry and the extension of the work. The
assurances I received as to this were satisfactory, and enabled me,
therefore, to endorse their request for assistance in entering the open
door set before them.
"There are many Stundist communities scattered throughout
Russia, that in Odessa, however, has a special importance and influence,
Odessa being a great centre of commerce, industry, and shipping.
"SAMUEL H. WILKINSON."
'IJ

Towards this special appeal from Odessa the Council of the Evangelical Alliance have granted a sum of £20, which, with other sums
received to the date of writing, will be forwarded for the support of
two evangelists.
It is with prayer and faith that they commend the needs of Russia,
the Bible School, and the Stundists to the Lord's people at home.
Hitherto hearts have been opened to distribute to the necessity of
saints; and the present appeal from a community whose spiritual
history is one long tale of suffering and oppression for Christ's sake
will, the Council trust, meet with sympathy from British Christians.
Alliance House,
7, Adam Street,
Strand, London, W.O.

H.

MARTYN GOOCH,

General Secretary,
EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE.

[We prayerfully hope that this touching statement will appeal to
many Christian hearts.-Ed.]
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THE GLORY OF CHRIST.
WHAT beauty and glory shine forth in all these divine realities,
when faith can view them in union with the work and Person of
Emmanuel! A view of His glory and a foretaste of the bliss and
blessedness it communicates has a transforming effect upon the soul.
We are naturally proud, covetous, and worldly, often led aside by
and grievously entangled in various lusts and passions, prone to evil,
averse to good, easily elated by prosperity, soon dejected by adversity,
peevish under trials, rebellious under heavy strokes, unthankful for
daily mercies of food and raiment, and in other ways ever manifesting
our base original. To be brought from under the power· of these
abounding evils, and be made " meet for the inheritance of the saints
in light," we need to be "transformed by the renewing of our mind"
(Rom. xii. 2) and conformed to the image of Christ (Rom. viii. 29).
Now, this can only be by beholding His glory by faith, as the Apostle
speaks. "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord" (2 Cor. iii. 18). It is this believing
view of the glory of Christ which supports under heavy trials, producing
meekness and resignation to the will of God. We are, therefore,
bidden to "consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners
·against Himself, lest we be wearied and faint in our minds"; and to
" run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus"
(Heb. xii. 1-3). Sicknesses, too, sometimes befall us when we need
special support; the sands of our time are fast running out, and there
is no turning the glass; our" days are passing away as the swift ships,
as the eagle hasteth to the prey"; and death and eternity are fast
hastening on. When the body sinks under a load of pain and disease,
and all sources of happiness and enjoyment from health and strength
are cut off; when flesh and heart fail, and the eye-strings are breaking
in death, what can support the soul or bear it safe through Jordan's
swelling flood, but those discoveries of the glory of Christ that shall
make it sick of earth, sin, and. self, and willing to lay the poor body in
the grave, that it may be for ever ravished with the glory and love of
Christ ~ Thus we see how the glory of Christ is not only in heaven
the unspeakable delight of the saints, whose glorified souls and bodies
will then bear" an exceeding and eternal weight of glory"; but here
on earth, in their days. of tribulation and sorrow, this same glory, as
revealed to their hearts, supports and upholds their steps, draws them
out of the world, delivers them from the power of sin, gives them
union and communion with Christ, conforms them to His image,
comforts them in death, and lands them in glory. We thus see Christ,
like the Sun, not only illuminating all heaven with His glory, the
delight of the Father, the joy of the spirits of just men made perfect,
and the adoration of all the angelic host, but irradiating also the path
of the just on earth, casting His blessed beams on all their troubles
and sorrows, and lighting up the way wherein they follow their Lord
from the suffering cross to the triumphant crown.-Dr. John Owen.
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ANOTHER VOICE FROM HEAVEN.
" AND I heard another voice from heaven saying, Come out of her, My
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of
her plagues" (Rev. xviii. 4). This voice from heaven reveals and
declares the mind and will of God concerning His own elect people,
i.e., those of them who have been born and brought up in the corrupt
system of the mystic Babylon, the sworn enemy of the Church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth, and which, known among
men and denominated by men "the Church of Rome," is yet
known to God and denominated by Him "the mystery of iniquity"
(2 Thess. ii. 7).
This voice has all the authority of God-the God of Truth-in it,
so that, when it reaches the heart and conscience of all those to whom
it is addressed, it overthrows, casts down, and prevails against the
usurped authority of Satan, whereby he had hitherto held them fast.
And so it is found to be efficacious; as well as authoritative.
But it is no less a voice of divine compassion to the souls of those
poor sinners to whom it is addressed, and that because nothing is, or
can be, more destructive to the souls of men than the Popish religion;
assaith this Scripture, to live in it is to be a partaker of her sins;
to die in it, to be a receiver of her plagues.
How many hundreds, if not thousands, in England of these characters
here addressed-" My people "-did this voice from heaven;reach at the
time of the great and blessed Reformation! And where were they,
and how employed, when it reached their hearts, their consciences, and
their understandings ~ They were slaves, many of them, blind, devoted
slaves to Rome's deceivings, to her lies, her idolatries, her superstitions,
and to her systematized ungodliness and vain devotion. But oh!
their mercy from the God of heaven; the voice of sovereign grace
reached them. It reached all r,anks and classes, for God is no respecter
of persons, and has His elect, whom here He calls" My people," among
high and low, rich and poor, learned and illiterate. Therefore this
,divine, authoritative, efficacious, and compassionate voice of J ehovah
'reached that dear child of His, Lady Ann Askew, and brought her
from all the abominations of Rome to the knowledge of Christ, as all
and in all, to them: Redeemer, Saviour, and Satisfying Portion in
the bliss of an endless eternity; that voice, "Come out of her, My
people," brought that dear, faithful, constant, and noble English
lady through the most dreadful agonizing bodily torture, inflicted upon
her by Rome, to what ~ To a crown, yea, and to a kingdom.
A victim she, in her day, in this our England, of that hellish rage
whereby Rome, in full power, ever has pursued God's own Spirit-taught,
Spirit-led people, who have, through grl\ce in obedience to that heavenly

"
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voice, done the will of God, and turned their backs upon Rome, and
all its hollow, lying, vain pretensions.
, In obeying this voice from heaven in Tudor Mary's reign, how many
had to suffer in all that was dear to them upon earth: in their tenderest
affections, in their bodily estate, Rome ever following up their obedience
to God with loss of estate, loss of liberty, and loss of life.
That was the same Rome that to-day, by her wiles and blandishments,
succeeds in getting nominal Protestants of local standing to preside
at her bazaars, and flatter them with encomiums of their" good works"
-the same cruel, bloodthirsty Rome that editors of the daily press
to-day vie with one other in puffing up.
Ah! what is it" to receive power as kings one hour" with this Popish
Beast, when that brief space is ended, to that crown of life, and
possession of that kingdom of immortal glory, which Christ hath put
all those into full possession of, who have, through grace, obeyed Him,
and have come out of Rome ~
. Birkenhead.
G. A.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
Prince and Princess of Wales attended a service in Westminster
Abbey on Sunday, May 13th, to return thanks for their safe r~turn
from India. The Prince delivered a very able speech in the Guildhall,
at a luncheon given in his honour by the Lord Mayor and Corporation
of London.--Lady Wimborne has retired from the Presidentship
and Dean Wace from the Chairmanship of the Church of England
League. Steps are in course of being taken to effect the amalgamation
of the League with the National Protestant Church Union. Lady
Wimborne's League has done much valuable work for Protestantism,
and not the least in the promotion of sound, middle-class education.
--We regret to. note the activity of a newly formed body whose
object is to popularize the study of the uninspired Apocrypha.
The Bishops are encouraging the movement, the latest to give
permission for the formation of a diocesan branch of the Society
being the Bishop of Hereford. The Apostle Paul commended Timothy
for his knowledge" from a child "-not of the non-canonical writings
of uninspired men-but of "the Holy Scriptures." And it would be
well for the Church of God were her present-day teachers and pastors
" more accurately" instructed in the Holy Oracles, and less occupied
with the traditions of men.--The much-Iooked.for Report of the
Royal Commission on Church Disorders has not yet been presented.
Meanwhile gross illegalities in the services of the national Church are
tolerated by the Bishops.--Anent these Ritualistic disorders,. Lady
Wimborne in an able speech at the late annual meeting of the Church
of England League, said:-"As Evangelicals, they did not intend to be
driven out of the Church of England; they intended rather that those
who were trying to Romanize the Church and would not obey the law
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must leave it."--" Princess Ena and her Creed" is the title of a
small pamphlet just published by the Rev. R. W. Colquhoun, Incumbent of Park Chapel, Chelsea. It is a timely and able exposure of the
grossly false teaching of the Church of Rome, and ought to be widely
circulated while the public ear is open on the subject. The booklet,
which is got up in excellent taste, is sold by Mr. Thynne, 6, Great Queen
Street, Kingsway, London, W.C., &t one penny per copy.--The Home
Secretary has promised a Royal Commission on Vivisection.--The
ecclesiastical appointments made by the new Lord Chancellor have,
so far, been of a much less Ritualistic character than those of his
predecessor.
"COMPACT TOGETHER."
(Psalm cxxii. 3.)
ON May 14th, 1906, I had sudden intelligence that my grandson,
Ralph Owen Clement, five weeks old, was called into the presence of
the King; as soon as my thoughts were collected, I telegraphed the
consolatory message, "Of' such is the kingdom of heaven." Two
mornings after, the Bible opened at Psalm cxxii, when the third verse
struck me as it never had before, "Jerusalem is builded as a city that
is compact together." That is a type of the Jerusalem above. The
marginal references gave no clue to compact together. I could only recall
one passage where compacted occurs (Eph. iv. 16) "From whom (even
Christ) the whole body fitly framed together, and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying
of itself in love." It has always been a favourite text. Now it was
lighted up in new radiance. "Compact together" and" fitly framed and
compacted" refer both of them to the increase of the body of Christ:
builded together as a city, stone upon stone, no crevice left unfilled,
that is the idea of compact, firm, consolidated, close, dense. It was
shown how these little ones of earth are necessary to the increase of.
the body of Christ, and especially needful to the building up, or edifying
of the body. Should we grudge our dear ones such a glorious condition,
however much we might miss them on earth, if we realized that they
were required for the building of the city, that is compact together?
"Since that time even until now hath it been in building, and yet it is
not finished" (Ezra v. 16). Nor will it be finished "till we all come
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ." So Ralph is fitly framed to fit the niche that none other is
designed for, and with expanded faeulties, for" the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God (for "the child shall die a
hundred years old," Isa. lxv. 20) shall partake of the glory of the
Saviour's prayer, "That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art
in Me and I in Thee; that they also may be one in US." So the holy
city is being built of "living stones," precious stones, costly stones.
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How great the cost none but the greater Solomon can tell! (It cost
Him His precious blood to redeem them, to purchase them.) "In
whom all the building, fitly framed together, groweth unto an
holy temple in the Lord. In whom ye also are builded together
for an habitation of God through the Spirit." The wonders
of the glory of it, that we who are" knit together" here below, are
cemented there as lively stones, are permanently joined together
there! "That in all things He might have the pre-eminence, for it
pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell."
Pre-eminent in numbers, too, over this world's god, Satan; we
believe that infants and young children swell the ranks of Immanuel's
Kingdom.
" Say are they lost or saved?
If death's by sin, they sinned because they're here.
If heaven's by works, in heaven they can't appear.
Reason, Oh, how depraved!
But search the sacred page, the knot's untied;
They died, for .A.dam sinned; they live, for Jesus died!"

So there are two grandsons in heaven! Concerning the other the
Lord spoke powerfully to the mind: "My Beloved is gone down into
His garden to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens and to gather
lilies." When I quoted this to our daughter, coming in from the
garden, while I was watching her infant, she was struck with the
coincidence that they had been together reading" The Gathered Lilies"
in a book of poems by the authoress of "The Watered Lilies "-

" 0 they've reached that happy shore "-before
MARY.
WRESTLING addeth strength to arms and body; praying, and
praying again, strengtheneth faith: customary running lengtheneth
the breath; by much praying faith is well breathed; J acob is stronger
iI}. the morning when he hath prayed a whole night than at bed-time
(Gen. xxxii. 26).-Rutherford.
THERE is a way of revelation which the Scripture and experience
holdeth more or less, and it is a shorter cut. The Holy Ghost cometh
down into a man's heart sometimes in prayer with a beam from heaven;
he sees more at once of God, of the glory of God, astounding thoughts
of God, enlarged apprehensions of God, many beams meeting in one
and falling into the centre of his heart. They used to call these, of old,
comings down of God, whereby He slideth into a man's spirit by beams
of Himself: a man doth not come to have communion with God by
way of many broken thoughts put together, but there is a contraction
of many beams from heaven which is shed into a man's soul, so that
he knoweth more of God .in one quarter of an hour than he knoweth
the other way [the way of wisdom] in a year, and hath more communion
and converse with God.-Dr. Goodwin.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE bright rays of an approaching Centenary illumine the path of the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, and all its engagements now bask in the
cheerful anticipation of an event so gladdening to the hearts of all its
friends. The text of an Annual Sermon preached a few weeks ago by
one of the Society's honoured friends recurs to mind, and seems applicable to the Society as much as to individuals: "Even to your old
age I am His, and even to hoar hairs will I carry you." It is a joyful
fact that the work, commenced 99 years ago by a few young people,
ardent in their desire to help the Lord's aged poor, has never lacked
the blessing of a Covenant God, but, founded on the impregnable Rock
of Holy Scripture, and upon distinctly spiritual and uncompromisingly
Protestant principles, has gone on from strength to strength, till to-day
it supplies in a very material way the daily wants of no fewer than
1,649 "aged pilgrims to the Celestial City." It is not too much to
expect that the last of the hundred years of the Society's existence will
be the best, and this it surely will be if all its devoted supporters catch
the spirit manifested in the 99th annual meeting.
This was held on Monday afternoon, May 7th, as has been usual
during the past few years through the kindness of each succeeding
Lord Mayor, in the beautiful Egyptian Hall of the Mansion House.
The Lord Mayor's official residence, in which one day members of the
Royal Family are entertained, and which on the next hospitably
accommodates those who plead the cause of the poor, is surely never
put to better use than when occupied by such benevolent undertakings
as the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. That the Lord Mayor's kindness
is heartily appreciated is abundantly evidenced by the large company
who gathered. The excellent Secretary, whose really hearty sympathy
with every detail of the work is so greatly appreciated by all the
Society's friends, had suffered many disappointments in arranging the
programme, and one sad loss was greatly felt by all who knew the late
Sir William Stirling's worth, and who had expected him to be a speaker
at this anniversary. Lord Northbrook had been expected to take the
chair, but was at the last unable, and Sir C. R. Lighton, who had
promised to take his place, was unable to attend through illness. Sir
Frederick Lely, K.C.S.!., filled the gap, and the place of Canon
Girdlestone, also absent through illness, was taken by the Rev. F. S.
Webster. The Rev. J. K. Popham and Mr. F. A. Bevan were also
unfortunately unable to be present. Supporting the Chairman were
the Revs. E. White, G. Hewitt, O. S. Dolbey, and W. Sinden, and
Messrs. Jasper Keeble, W. H. Seagram, .A. Hayles (Treasurer), G.
Doudney, W. Bumstead, S. Combridge, A. Sharp, T. Carr, J. Hodges,
E. Carr, and J. M. Rundell.
After the devotional exercises, Mr. Hazelton presented the Report,
which, in view of the approaching Centenary, 'calls for praise to Him
Who had sustained and strengthened the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society
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With the commenc~ment of its hundredth year a-:iMillion Shilling
Centenary Fund has been inaugurated, as a permanent memorial of
the Lord's goodness to the Institution. It is proposed by this means
to make the Homes self-supporting, and thus enable future contributions to be applied to the consolidation and development of the pensions. Upwards of 8,000 aged Christians have been pensioners of the
Society since 1807, and the sum distributed amongst them has exceeded
£365,000. A review of the income of the past year shows no serious
decrease. The annual subscription list shows a total of £4,744, and
the amount of donations during the past twelve months was £1,500.
The auxiliaries had remitted £1,491. Through sermons £296 had been
contributed. The receipts from legacies had improved, but they are,
in their nature, so fluctuating that no definite sum can be relied upon.
They contribute an important part of income, and one which the
Committee would like to use as a reserve fund, but this cannot be
carried out at present. 1,649 pensioners, and an expenditure in
pensions and upon the Homes entailing a daily outlay of £43, present
in a concrete form the heavy responsibilities resting upon the Committee. 1,243 of the pensioners are upwards of 70 years of age, and of
this number 400 are over 80, and 32 upwards of 90. Twenty-five years
ago the total number of pensioners was 982, and the expenditure in
pensions £5,837. The present figures show an increase of 667 recipients,
and £6,049 in pensions. Under the late Mr. J. T. Morton's gift, £3,714
has this year been granted to the pensioners, making a total of £18,000
expended by the Society during the year. Having referred to the
four asylums connected with the Society, Mr. Hazelton said in conclusion that they viewed the past with thankfulness, the present with
confidence, and looked to the future with hope, for "He is faithful
that promised."
Sir Frederick Lely regretted the cause which had prevented the
attendance of Sir Robert Lighton. For the best part of his working
life he had, he said, been in a foreign land, and now that he had come
home he had been anxiouEl to find some form of religious work to which
he could attach himself. The multiplicity of agencies was somewhat
bewildering, but to his mind there was something wonderful in the
evidence of increasing endeavour to benefit the people physically,
intellectually, and spiritually. The number of missions of all sorts
was endless, and for that reason it was somewhat perplexing to make
up his mind which plough to set his hand to. He confessed, however,
that he had been greatly attracted by the objects and methods of the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. To relieve want and distress was to
follow in the footsteps of the Master. This the Society did, he could
see, with judgment and discrimination. Indiscriminate charity was
fraught with mischief. Their Society gave its help first on the basis
of helplessness and old age, and in the second place on proved Christian
character. It was a pathetic sight to see multitudes of the sons of the
soil, workers in factories, and others who build up the national wealth,
come to want in their old age. There WitS something wrong about it,
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The Gospel Magazine.

379

and this fact was recognised by politicians who were constantly thinking out the problem of old age pensions. Many workers were not able
to make provision for their old age, and the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society came in as Christian brethren to support their failing years.
The work of relief, he believed, was best done by private individuals
filled with the love of God. The magic touch of love made all the
difference in the ministration of help; their helpers brought with them
the throb of sympathy, and not merely the cut-and-dried dole of the
relieving officer. They shared with their stricken brethren some of the
surplus gifts that came from God, and they smoothed for them the road
to the river.
The Rev. F. S. Webster, in moving the adoption of the Report,
expressed the pleasure he felt in having the privilege of advocating
the splendid work of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. He thought
it was a shame that industrious, sober people, who, at a great sacrifice,
had kept their homes together, should at last be forced to seek the
shelter of the workhouse. Good as these institutions were, those who
had homes of their own instinctively shrank from them. And especially
he felt that those should be kept from the workhouse who had" passed
from death into life," and were children of God by the regenerating
work of the Holy Spirit. These aged pilgrims had a peculiar claim on
their sympathy and help, because it was certain that their poverty
was not due to profligacy, carelessness, or lack of industry, but from
misfortune rather than fault. Such people were entitled to plead
God's promises, and he held that his hearers, and all interested in the
Society, were the instruments of Providence in the carrying out of
God's promises. It was an unmeasured gain to the Church to preserve
such beautiful lessons. It was a great thing for themselves that they
were not cut off from associating with their brethren and sisters in the
means of grace, and their prayers, their presence, their influence,
their ripe judgment, and the peace of God which hovered round them
brought a blessing and the calm of heaven into the Church and into the
family.
Mr. W. H. Seagram seconded the resolution, and told of some saintly
" aged pilgrims" whom he had met. Their prayers, he believed, were
of untold value. Theirs was a great ministry, and if only from each
of the pensions, 1,650 in all, prayer was daily made to God for England,
he would never be afraid of what might happen to this land.
Mr. Jasper Keeble, a member of the Committee, supported the
resolution. He called attention to the Centenary Fund, and spoke of
the foundation of the Society on the infallible Word of God, and upon
spiritual Protestantism. The resolution was carried unanimously.
The following resolution was then moved by the Rev. J. H. Hallett,
and seconded by the Rev. O. S. Dolbey: "That the dawn of the Centenary calls for devout gratitude to our faithful Covenant-keeping God
for so graciously prospering the Institution for one hundred years,
and this meeting heartily commends to all who love the Lord's aged
poor the Million Shilling Centenary Fund as a suitable memorial of this
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era in the history of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, and an admirable means of strengthening and extending its work." This was
carried unanimously.
A resolution involving a slight alteration in one of the rules was
moved by Mr. A. Hayles, and seconded by Mr. Hodges, and also
carried unanimously.
A vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor for the use of the Mansion
House, and to Sir Frederick Lely for presiding, having been carried,
the meeting closed with the Doxology and the Benediction, pronounced
by the Rev. F. S. Webster.-(From the" English Churchman.")

"TEN RIGHTEOUS."
(GENESIS xviii. 32.)
" TEN righteous in the city, then the city shall be spared;
Ten loved of God and precious, for whom His arm is bared;
Ten righteous in the righteousness of Jesus Christ the Lord,
Whose life is hidden in His Name, the one Eternal Word.
" Ten safe within the Covenant decreed by Deity,
And pardoned for the sake of Him who died on Calvary.
Ten called by God the Holy Ghost, to walk the narrow way,
Rejoicing that the King of kings hath universal sway.
" Ten righteous in the cities, tens scattered o'er the land,
Mark'd with the Royal Seal of Heaven in forehead and in hand.
These are thy strength, 0 England; these thy right noble sons!
If these be many in the land thou'lt need the fewer guns.
" These' mighty men of valour' are a national defence,
More potent than the ships of steel or splendid armaments.
Against these tens the scorners their sharpest shafts have hurled;
Yet these are they that move the arm of Him Who moves the
world."
M. L.S.
THE full assurance of faith means a great deal more than the assurance in each of us that we are children of God. This is not a great
attainment. It is only a stepping-stone to something higher and
deeper, that is, the fulness of the heart's assurance, that as God has
accepted Christ, so He has accepted us in Him.-R. C. Chapman.
ENVY is the hatred of another's felicity: in respect of superiors,
because they are not equal to them; in respect of inferiors, lest he
should be equal to them; in respect of equals, because they are equal
to them. Through envy proceeded the fall of the world, and the
death of Christ.-Quarles.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.

~

THE King, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and other members of
the Royal Family were present at a service in Westminster Abbey on
the morning of Sunday, the 13th ult., when thanks were returned to
God for the safe return of the Prince and Princess of Wales from their
tour in India.
At the eleventh'[ hour, Turkey agreed last month to the British
demands relating to the Egyptian boundary, and withdrew the troops
from Tabah.
As our readers are aware, political questions are not discussed in these
pages, for our mission concerns heavenly realities rather than earthly
vanities and the ambitions and rivalries of a perishing world. Hence,
we abstain from editorially taking either side in the education controversy. Apart altogether from politics, however, we pray God to
stand by His precious Word and to preserve it in the schools of the
nation. England is, constitutionally, a Protestant State, and, the
Bible, the Bible only, is the religion of Protestants.
The Church Missionary Society held its annual meetings on the
1st of May. Sir John Kennaway, Bart., M.P., presided at the morning
meeting in Exeter Hall, which was numerously attended. Deeply
interesting addresses were delivered, and a decidedly hopeful outlook
was taken of operations in the foreign mission field. We regret to add
that a heavy deficit in the funds of the Society still exists.
At the monthly General Committee of the Church Missionary Society
held May 8th, a resolution was passed expressing the earnest hope that
the £50,000 which, a year ago, they had been obliged to withdraw
from the capital fund in order to meet their large overdraft at the bank,
might be speedily renewed. It was mentioned th~t the collections at
all the anniversary meetings were larger than usual. After other
business, the Committee had interviews with Bishop Tucker, who has
just returned from Uganda, and with Colonel Montgomery, a wellknown friend of the Society in the Punjab, who is now going to the
East African Protectorate as Land Commissioner, with headquarters
at Nairobi. Bishop Tucker said that since he addressed the Committee
five years ago 35,000 persons had been baptized in Uganda, about
24,000 of them being adults, who were all taught to read the Word of

382

The Gospel Magazine.

God in their own tongue and were given definite instruction, so that
they, in their own turn, might be able to give an account of the hope
that was in them. The work was largely done by the native evangelists. While some of the 60,000 in the Church had fallen back, yet
there was much evidence that the work was not only growing in extent,
but in depth. Educational work had gone forward by leaps and
bounds. There were 24,000 children under instruction, all taught
reading, writing, and arithmetic. There was a high school for boys at
Mengo, and one for girls at Gayaza; in the former there were 100 boys,
either young chiefs or sons of chiefs. They remained for three years
and then went for three years to the intermediate school at Budo.
The Bishop hoped there would soon be a University in Uganda. The
Government had given 15 scholarships of £10 a year each. He was
at first afraid that the Government might ask for a measure of control,
and was rather shy about accepting the offer, but the Commissioner
said that the only condition would be that the schools should be open
to all. It was, of course, understood that the moment a boy entered
the school he came under Christian teaching. There had been more
baptisms in the last five years than in the whole previous history of
the mission.
At the annual meeting of the Religious Tract Society, held in Exeter
Hall, on May 3rd, a report on the work of the year was read which
stated that 542 new publications, including 98 tracts, had been issued
by the Society, besides many new editions and reprints. The year's
circulation from the home depot had been 26,644,080, of which
10,640,000 were tracts; and the issues from foreign depots were
estimated at 20,000,000, making a total of 3,660,582,410 since the
Society's formation. The missionary income had been £15,734, and
the grants had amounted to £19,970. The Society had now published,
or helped others to publish, Christian literature in 258 languages,
dialects, and characters.
The Archbishop of Canterbury took the chair last month ata conference in support of the national observance of the Lord's-day.
Letters in sympathy with the movement were read from the Prime
Minister, Earl Roberts, Mr. James Bryce, M.P., and the Chief Rabbi.
The speakers included the Bishop of London, the Roman Catholic
Duke of Norfolk, Lord Avebury, and Sir John Kennaway.

Mr. F. H. Buxton presided on May 3rd at the seventy-first
annual meeting of the Church Pastoral Aid Society at Exeter Hall.
The report stated that the total receipts for last year, apart from the
Augmentation Fund, amounted to £67,535, showing an increase of
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£1,046. The grants numbered 993, 150 being to· lay male agents and
114 to female; 67 parishes were waiting. Mr. Buxton, in moving the
adoption of the report and the election of the lay committee, congratulated the friends of the Society on having increased the income
while other Societies showed a falling off. The Rev. J. Howell, of
Derby, seconded the resolution, which was adopted. The Bishop of
Manchester, in moving a resolution pledging the meeting to support
the work of the Society, said he would not be tempted into the discussion
of political or educational questions, but he would say that among the
many disquieting signs of the times was the evident lack of political
statesmanship and leadership to direct the people to higher aims and
better ways. There was much talk about improvement and a better
order of things in housing and social conditions, but the idea that was
prominent among all classes, rich and poor, was apparently a desire
for more pleasure and enjoyment. The Society was doing a good work
in helping to preach the Gospel on the lines ofChurch order. Mr. R. W.
Dibdin seconded the resolution, and it was carried.

Among the annual" May Meetings" was that of the London Missionary
Society, which was held at the City Temple, when Mr. Haworth, M.P.,
who presided, said that for the future the Society intended to produce
a budget statement yearly, so as to keep the expenditure within the
income. The Rev. R. W. Thompson, speaking of the work of the
Society, said that the great feature of the year had been the settlement
of the Arthington trust, under which the Society would receive between
£250,000 and £300,000, to be spent, capital and interest, within 25 years
on new work. It had been decided to appoint 14 additional missionaries in China and India, and the rest of the mission field would be
dealt with in turn.
In opening the annual meeting of the Waldensian Church Missions
in Italy, held in Exeter Hall on May 1st, the Chairman, Mr. J. Keeble,
described the Mission as a truly Protestant organization, carrying the
Gospel of Christ to those of their own nationality who were still under
the thraldom of the Church of Rome, and said the work was worthy of
the support of all who truly valued the Protestant faith. The Rev.
H. F. Gaster and the Rev. Hugh Falconer were the principal speakers;
and the progress of the work was reported as very satisfactory by the
Rev. A. Muston, Genoa, who stated that their evangelists were being
received in villages, and gladly heard by the people, where a few years
ago they had not been able to do anything in the way of spreading
Gospel teaching.
The 49th annual meeting of the Working Men's Lord's-day Rest
Association was held May 10th in the Holborn Restaurant, Sir Mark
'.
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Stewart presiding. The annual report, presented by Mr. Charles Hill,
referred with satisfaction to the strict orders given by the Prince of
Wales for the observance of Sunday during his Indian journey. The
national movement suggested by this Society in 1903 was now spreading
in all directions. The Secretary had that week been called for the
second time to give evidence before the Joint Parliamentary Committee
on this subject, and public opinion in favour of legislation had much
improved. On the motion of Mr. Richard Rigg, seconded by the
Rev. Bickersteth Ottley, a resolution was passed expressing thankfulness for the great awakening of public men and others to the dangers
threatening the Day of Rest. Another resolution expressed the hope
that the efforts being made in Parliament to close public-houses on
Sundays and to liberate shopkeepers from the burden of Sunday labour
might receive the Government's support and be speedily carried to a
successful issue.

REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.
DAY UNTO DAY: BEING DAILY PORTIONS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
UPON THE WORD OF GOD, FOR PRIVATE OR FAMILY READING.
By K LITTLETON, Jun. Pp. 410. Price 3s. 6d. (postage 4d.
extra). London: Farncombe and Son, 30, Imperial Buildings,
Ludgate Circus, KC. May be had also of the Author, Chapel
House, Crowborough, Sussex.
These daily expositions, sound in Evangelical doctrine and deeply
experimental, are well calculated to meet the spiritual needs of
believers who cultivate the helpful habit of beginning each day with a
definite act of closet meditation. The Scripture portions selected are
varied in character, and the comments made upon them are evidently
the expression of a mind richly stored with heavenly treasures. Many
a precious crumb of the bread which perishes not may here be picked
up by the hungry soul, and we cordially recommend Mr. Littleton's
book to the notice of our readers.

THE volumes of sermons, and other treatises, that have been written
to prove the being of a God, have brought many to doubt of such a
being, where no doubt ever rose before about it. And as for proving
the authenticity of Scripture by scholastic reasoning, it is like lighting
a taper to find out the sun when he shines in his meridian. All systems
of error that have ever been published are like Ahab's harness-there
are always joints enough left open for the arrow of vengeance; the
Word of God is sufficient to mar every fIJ,lse system, however compiled,
and that God will let them know when He sweeps away the refuge of
lies.-W. Huntington.
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