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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to com'fort them which t\re in any
trouble, by the comfort wherc\\;th we ouraelves are comforted of God. "-2 Con.. i. 4.

THE SBiPATHY OF THE LORD JESUS.
" Touched with the feeliny of our infirmities."-HEB. iv. 15.
THE radical meaning of "sympathy" is fellow.snffering. DEITY
cannot suffer; hence the incarnation. The infinite love of GOD
for His chosen people alone accounts for the wondrons fact that
He took flesh and blood into union with His eternal GODHEAD.
Of JEHOVAH-JESUS it is written: "Wherefore in all things it
behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He might
be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to GOD,
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people: for in that He
Himself halh suffered being tempted, He is able to succour them
that are tempted." Unfallen angels cannot-in the true sense of
the word-sympathise, because they have never suffered. None
but the perfect SON of GOD, because He is also perfect SON of MAN,
can truly exercise sympathy for the suffering sorrowing family
and household of faith. But He can and does enter into all the
afflictions of His needy brethreu, and is " touched with the feeling"
of their varied and manifold "infirmities." No trouble or distress
ever yet befell a believer in the LORD JESUS CHRIST which was not
-actually or relatively-His own lot and experience in the days
of His flesh. He was "in all points" tried or tested " like as we
are, yet without sin." Though His infirmities were all sinless
infirmities, they were most real infirmities. How many were the
ingredients in His bitter cup! "He endured hunger and thirst,
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exhaustion, pain, mental distress, grief, anguish, growing in apparent
intensity till He came to His cross and passion, when He underwent
the bloody sweat and cruel agony, and suffered' unto death.' His
condition was of poverty and lowliness; the SON of GOD condescending to become the SON of MAN, and to be all His life long the
'Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief'; 'of no reputation'; 'a
servant'; yea, 'a worm and no man'; contact with sin in all its
fearful manifestations-in nature, made originally by His own
hand fair, beautiful, and perfect; in the ungodly world, arrayed
in rebellion against His love; in His own people, His own nation,
His own disciples." Consider also "the treatment He received
from friends and foes-being misunderstood, misrepresented,
slandered, despised, insulted, blasphemed, and at last put to death
to please the Jews. Note also the dulness and deadness of His
disciples; their inability to receive His teaching, their constant
quarrels amongst themselves; their inadequate apprehension of
His real character;· their unbelief, hardness of heart, prejudice,
want of sympathy, and final desertion of Him in the hour of greatest
need; the unceasing malignity of Satan, raising the most bitter
persecution against Him from first to last, stirring up envy and cruel
hatred, assailing Him personally; the imputation of sin, the
bearing the curse of a broken law, being counted a sinner, and
drinking the bitter cup of wrath; the beclouding of His FATHER'S
·face, though only for a time, never from His Person, but for a
while from Him as our SUBSTITUTE and REDEEMER."
Thus was the LORD JESUS perfected through suffering, and thus is
He able to enter feelingly into the most bitter afflictions of His
tempted brethren. How unspeakably comforting it, therefore, is to
the believer to " consider Him that endured" such a life-long cross,
and to learn of Him the secret of patient, uncomplaining submission
and filial obedience to the holy will of the FATHER. "The cup
which My FATHER hath given Me, shall I not drink it 1" That
is the spirit which best becomes the children of GoD when their
appointed crosses bow them low and threaten to overmatch their
"little strength." In the hour of their sorest need the Divine
word still holds true: "There hath no temptation taken you but
such as is moderate [margin]: but GOD is faithfnl, Who will not
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
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temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear
it" (1 Cor. x. 13). No .doubt, many bruised and sorrowing children
of GOD, at home and abroad, will peruse these pages and trace in
them more or less of their own souls' experience. May all such
be led by the HOLY SPIRIT-that" other COMFORTER "-to realise
very graciously the reality of the perfect sympathy of their
ascended HIGH PRIEST, Who is daily " touched with the feeling"
of their individual weaknesses, cares, sorrows, and fears. For,
the" fears" of His disciples also command His tender compassion,
as the many "fear nots" of His lips, recorded in the inspired
Scriptures, abundantly prove. Holy fear must not be confounded
with fleshly fear. Holy fear, as someone has remarked, is a grace
which especially maintains the balance of other graces. Hope and
fear are often joined in the Scriptures. "Fear keeps hope from
being too sanguine, or hope keeps fear from fainting. Knowledge
without fear would be presumption; fear without knowledge breeds
superstition. Fear and love work in happy harmony. Fear is
naturally the restraining power; love the constraining. Courage
without fear would often be headstrong and rash. Fear without
courage would be timid and faint-hearted. Fear and assurance
are sweetly coupled. 'I know I shall fall,' says fear, 'unless Thou
hold me up.' ' I know I shall not fall,' is the answer, , for the Lord
has promised to make me stand.''' Our blessed LoRD Himself
was not a stranger to holy fear (Isaiah xi. 3; Heb. v. 7). The man
that" trembles" at His Word is one in whom JEHOVAH takes
special delight. The poor, the needy, the self-conscious, the
humble, are just the spiritual characters whose experiences touch
the REDEEMER'S tender heart, and move His generous compassion.
Many timid-souled seekers after the SAVIOUR'S favour act like that
afflicted woman in the crowd who approached Him from behind,
to touch-.if it might be-but the fringe of His outer garment.
"Virtue went out" of Him towards that trembling hoper in His
mercy_ He was "tom>.hed with the feeling" of her infirmities of
both body and soul, and she was made perfectly whole and went
her way in peace. He never yet cast out one who diligently
sought Him. "His compassions fail not." The very "dust"
of afflicted Zion is precious in His sight, and the tears of His people
are all in His bottle!
THE EDITOR".
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CHRIST GLORIFIED.
"The God of Abraham, and of ]saac, and of Jacob, the God of
fathers, hath glorified His Son Jesus."-AcTs iii. 13.

Ollr

A MINISTER of the Gospel of God's grace when addressing his
congregation recentiy on the words, "Because JesuS was not yet
glorified," and alluding to the context-" for the Holy Ghost was
not yet given," remarked that "all God's works and ways are
ordered, and therefore are orderly-that they are all appointed their
season." Hence, it was divinely arranged that the Dispensation
proper to Christ wa!! to be completed ere the Dispensation proper
to the Holy Spirit should have its beginning. The Dispensation
of the Old Testament, too, had nm its decreed course before the Lord
Jesus came in the flesh to accomplish the days of the Son of Man.
This truth is notably emphasised in that passage in the Epistle to
the Galatians-" But when the fulness of the time was come, God
sent fotth His Son" (Gal. iv. 4). There was a time appointed by
the Father for the forthgoing of the Redeemer, and that season
could not be anticipated. So it was in the case of the advent of
God the Holy Ghost, it was" when the Day of Pentecost was fully
come" (Acts ii. 1) that He entered upon the covenanted work
assigned to His own Dispensation. Until Christ was "glorified,"
His Pentecostal coming was not possible, and the exaltation of
Christ was dependent upon His perfecting the work His Father
had given Him to do on earth.
Redemption from the curse could be by blood only. Atonement
for sin was impossible otherwise than by the sacrifice of sncn a
substitute for the guilty sinner as the inflexible justice of the Most
High could approve. That Substitute was forthcoming in the
spotless Person of the Lamb of God. Jesus, being both God and
Man, could lay His hands on both God and Man. Perfect God and
perfect Man, He met fully in His two natures the righteous claims
of the Law, offered infinite satisfaction for the incalculable guilt
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which was imputed to Him on the tree, and secured for His people
an inheritance of "eternal redemption." By His meritorious
obedieuce under the Law He ransomed "them that were under
the Law, that they might receive the adoption of sons" (Gal. iv. 5).
Each ineffable attribute in the Godhead was glorified by the
Incarnate One when He bowed His holy head on the cross, and
before heaven, earth, and hell, triumphantly declared "It is
finished!" The blood of the cross ratified the Everlasting
Covenant and made sure all its salvation promises. Wherefore,
"the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, hath glorified
His Son JESUS." The King of Glory has passed through the
uplifted gates of the New Jerusalem-the Lord of Glory has taken
His seat on His lofty mediatorial throne at His Father's command,
to exercise" all power" in heaven and earth. He is " above all
things." Angels, principalities, and powers, whether fallen or
unfallen, are the subjects of His sceptre. We see not, indeed,
,
all things put under His feet, yet" He is able even to subdue all
things unto Himself." He is the glorified Head of the Church, He
is also the supreme Ruler of the world. Satan's rule is a rebellious
usurpation, and he himself is a "bruised head." The glorified
Man-" the Second Man "-has victoriously wrested from the
hands of the enemy the dominion which he had wickedly gotten
from Adam, "the First Man," and to-day our faith beholds Jesus,
Who, for a little while, was lower than angels, "crowned with
glory and honour."
We exu,lt in His righteous preferment to the highest place
in the glory-where He sits in Divine majesty to receive as
His due the ceaseless worship of cherubim, seraphim, angels,
and all the company of heaven. "And He shall bear the glory,
and shall sit and rule upon His throne; and He shall be a
Priest upon His throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between
them," namely, the offices of King and Priest. There is a royal
character stamped on all the functions of the ascended High Priest
of the profession of the redeemed. His forgiveness of sins is a
royal forgiveness. It is the King who justifies the penitent sinner
through the sacrifice of the Priest. When Melchisedek bestowed
benediction on Abraham, he granted it in his twofold capacity of
King of Salem and Priest of the Most High God. So is it in the
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Antitype. When the Lord Jesus Christ bestows on the humblest
believer but" a crumb of mercy," it carries with it the favour of the
twofold character of the adorable Mediator as both King and
Priest. Every blessing, whether temporal or spiritual, comes to
the souls of Christ's redeemed ones as from the hands of the King
of kings, and subscribed with His regal title and name. His
infinite love also accompanies the 'bestowments of His gracious
hands. His heart goes forth in its exquisite tenderness and compassion towards the needy objects of His favour when He succours
them in their trials and distresses. He is verily a " merciful" as
well as a " faithful" High Priest; and in Him, their Elder Brother,
the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty possess One whoin a mysterious but most real sense-is afflicted in all their afflictions.
Their" Advocate with the Father," he represents their cause as
His poor errant followers-a people encompassed with manifold
sinful infirmities and subject to the fiery 'assaults of the Wicked
One. "If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous; and He is the propitiation for our sins."
It is His official function to cleanse the goings-the feet-of His
disciples. Once for all, He has purged their persons, fm f'ustification
before God, and consequently there is now no condemnation due
to them, yet they daily need to be experimentally kept undefiled
in their hearts and consciences. "In many things we offend all."
It -was in connection with this subjective cleansing that the saying
of the Lord Jesus to Simon Peter applied when He authoritatively
said-" If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me" (John
xiii. 8). He well knows, beloved fellow believers, how easily His
servants contract inward defilement, even when their feet arc
providentially "kept" by Him from outward defection and
transgression. A fiery dart of Satanic temptation, though repelled
by an instantaneous appeal to the blood of the Lamb, often rankles
in the mind of a frail child of God, and it is not until the Spirit
bears powerful witness within to the truth that the" blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin " that· joy and peace are
fully restored in the soul.
It is one of the special comforts partaken of by God's believing
people that the intercession of Christ for them within the veil is
always in perfect accord with the secret counsels and purposes of
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the Father. His advocacy can never miscarry or fail. It is based
on an absolutely perfect k-nowledge of the Father's decretive will.
So that His intercession for the saints and His mediatorial
maintenance of their interests are inseparably bound up with their
present and eternal well-being and happiness. Well were it for
us could we rely more implicitly on the all-prevalence of our
ascended Lord's representation of our concerns in our heavenly
Father's presence! For our own prayers and appeals at the
Mercy-seat but poorly-at the best---express the vital necessities
of our case, and, did we receive blessing only in proportion to our
petitions, our cup wonld be far from overflowing! Yet it delights
the heart of our glorified Head and Lord to receive and present to
the Father our poor prayers, purged of all their imperfections
and perfumed with the all-prevailing preciousness· of His infinite
merits. Thus, the cries and sighs and groans of the saints on
earth obtain welcome entrance into the ears of J ehovah of
Hosts, and the needy are continually kept in Divine remembrance.
Christ glorified is a living reality to the hearts of believers, and
in His personal glory they foresee their own. "Because I live,
ye shall live also "is the assurance they receive from the lips of
their glorified Redeemer. He is their life, as it is written, "Your
life is hid with Christ in God "; and He Himself, in his comprehensive prayer to the Father, just before He entered on the awfnl
scene of His " agony and bloody sweat" in Gethsemane, solemnly
affirmed-" And the glory which Thou gavest Me, I have given
them,. that they may be one, even as We are one" (John xvii. 22).
" Hark! ten thousand harps and voices
Sound the note of praise above!
Jesus reigns, and heaven rejoices:
Jesus reigns the God of love:
Lo! He sits on yonder throne;
Jesus rules the world alone.
"Well may angels bright and glorious
Sing the praises of the Lamb;
While on earth, He prayed victorious;
Now, He bears a matchless name;
. Well may angels sing of Him,
Heaven supplies no richer theme.
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" Come, ye saints, unite your praises
With .the angels round His throne;
Soon we hope our Lord will raise us
. To the place where He is gone.
Meet it is that we should sing
Glory, glory to our King.
" Sing how Jesus came from heaven,
, How He bore the cross below;
How all power to Him is given;
How He reigns in glory now;
'Tis a great alid endless theme:
o 'tis sweet to sing of Him!
"Jesus hail, Whose glory brightens
All above, and gi.ves it worth;
Lord of life, Thy smile enlightens,
Cheers, and charms Thy saints on earth:
When we think of love like Thine,
Lord, we own it love Divine!
" King of glory, live for ever,
Thine an everlasting crown:
Nothing from Thy love shall sever
Those whom Thou hast made Thine own!
Happy objects of Thy grace,
Destined to behold Thy face.
"Saviour, hasten Thine appearmg!
Bring, oh, bring the glorious day,
When the awful summons hearing,
Heaven and earth shall pass away;
Then, with golden harps, we'll singGlory, glory to our King! "

Cli/ton.

J. O.

As a body without a soul, much wood without fire, or a bullet in a gun
without powder, so are words in prayer without the spirit of prayer.Brooks.
A HORSE belonging to a North American farmer, happening to stray
into the road, a neighbour of his put the animal into the pound.
Meeting the owner soon after, he said, "If I find him in the road I'll
do it again." "Neighbour," replied the other, "Not long since I
looked out of my window in the 'night, and I saw. your cattle in my
meadow, and I drove them out 'and shut them in your yard, and will
do it again." Struck with the reply, the man liberated the horse, and
paid the charges himself, thereby proving that" a soft answer turneth
aWay wrath."
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Blesse,l are they that do His commandments, that they may have right
to the tree of life, and may enter in throWJh the gates into the city."
-REV. xxii. H.
THE Tree of Life! Such is the text for our consideration at this time,
and, as we see, it is found in the last book of the Bible. For our
instruction and by the rule of the first mention, let us turn to the first
book of the Old Testament, where we shall find it spoken of so early
as Genesis ii. 9. "And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow
every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of
life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good
and evil." One tree, and that" the tree of life," was differentiated from
"every tree." This" tre~ of life also' in the midst of the garden"
was that which was adapted to make the life of man before he fell
perpetual. It was an emblem of eternal life. Its position "in the
midst of the garden" set forth its pre-emiucnce and singularity in
differing from cvery other t.ree. Thus early, in the very beginning,
did· Jehovah breat.he forth the expressions of His mind and heart.,
which from all eternity had been set upon Him, His dearly beloved
Son, Who was to be exhibited as the One Power of Attraction, the
One Root of Life, the One Tree of Eternal Healing for the nations,
the One Centre, Source, and Spring of Salvation, and of which every
redeemed son and daughter of Adam's race should presently' sing in
heart if not in verse-" Mv Christ, He is the Tree of Life,
Who in God's garden grows,
Whose fruit does feed, Whose leaves do heal.
My Christ is Sharon's Rose."
There are as many as twenty-seven different trees mentioned in
Scripture, and they are summed .up in 1 Kings iii. 33, where it is said
how King Solomon in all his wisdom and knowledge "spake three
thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five. And he
spake of trees, from the cedar that is in'Lebanon even unto the hyssop that
springeth out of the wall." The cedar tree the most majestic of all ;
the hyssop the meanest in the place of its growth! The fragrant
scent of the cedar, especially when the fire is applied to it, and the
divinely ordained use of the hyssop to apply the blood of sprinkling,
uuitedly set forth the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus, and
suggest in the cedar the majesty and in the hyssop the humility of
Him Who as "the high and lofty One, inhabiting eternity, Whose
name is holy," yet deigns to " dwell with him also that is of a contrite
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the
heart of the contrite ones" (Isa. lvii. 15). Thus, each set forth in
type Christ Jesus in indissoluble union with His Church., and still
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He stands forth from Genesis to Revelation as "the Tree of Life,"
that tree from which all the life and sap, nourishment and growth of
His Church, His members, are derived. Take as instances, dear reader,
the various trees of the Bible, aud may it he made a very profitable
st.udy to vou as the Holy Spirit enlightens and opens up the subject
to your instructed mind. Space here forbids our dealing with them
individually, but think of the almond tree and witness (as in nature
is literally the case before the writer) its lovely blossoms ere its leaves
are seen, and recall how thy Jesus was foretold" as a root ant of dry
ground." Yet seeing His seed and the fruit of His first rising from
the dead, of which this almond tree is a fit emblem.
Then there is " the apple tree among the trees of the wood," and
the Church seeing in it the grateful shade and the sweetness of its fruit
as she "sat down under His shadow with great delight" exclaiming
" So is my Beloved."
.
The bay tree with its evergreen nature, withstanding the cold blasts
of winter arid the heat of summer; the box tree in its lowly growth,
the fir in its beauteous evergreen nature aspiring in its loftiness heavenward and in its dense foliage forming an habitation for the birds of
the forest and a shelter for the weary traveller. Then again, we have
the myrtle, the olive, the palm, pomegranate, the shittah trees and
the vine, and the spiritual eye sees in each and all some lesson of Him,
as for life, sweetness, everlasting verdure, durability and fruit: able
to outride every storm; being everlasting; a shelter from heat; a
growth heavenward; all treasured up in this" tree of life" for time and
for eternity! Each tree had its own particular use and end for which
it was cultivated. So Christ was from all eternity "set up" to be,
and in His varied aspects " to meet" upon Himself all the Ileeds and
necessities of His Church to all ages. He is "the Tree of Life" which
lives on amid all the decaying, dying t,hings of nature. The experiences
of His branches are varied. As dear John Newton sang-" Winter and spring have each their use,
And each in turn His people know;
One kills the weeds their hearts produce,
'rhe other makes their graces grow.
"Though like dead trees awhile they seem,
Yet, having life within their root,
The welcome spring's reviving beam
Draws forth their blossoms, leaves, and fruit."
And again, if wc turn to Exod. xv. 25 we have a lively type of
Jesus. The Israelites arriving in their wilderness march to Marah,
cannot drink of its waters because they are bitter. "And the people
murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink 1 And he cried
unto the Lord; and the Lord showed him a tree which when he had·
cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for
them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them." Is it
not so with God's spiritual Israel 1 How oft the waters we come to
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in our pilgrimage are bitter, and we nlUrniur and rebel! Oh, may
faith keep in sight Him Who drank up that bitter cup to the last drop
for His children, that to them it might be sweet! It is thus by these
bitter waters He would have us learn how sin has" poisoned every
stream, and left a curse behind," and that our only hope of mercy an.d
- sweetness made out of the bitter is in' that tree cast into the waters.
As John Newton sang" But there's a wonder-working wood,
I've heard believers say,
Can make these bitter waters good,
And take the curse away.
The virtues of this healing tree
Are known and prized by few.
Reveal the secret, Lord, to me,
That I may prize it too."
It was at Marah that He proved them. God affiicts His children that
He ;may test and prove them. He tests them that they may find Him
always true, all-sufficient, and able.. When under s.uch-like exercise,
may our hearts cry. unto the Lord, from Whom alone cometh our help,
that He (Who alone can help) may show us the remedy and give us to
prove Marah's waters made sweet by the cross of Jesus, which was
to Him the very gall of bitterness, that it might be the sweetener of
all His people's sorrows and bitterness through sin.
Then we cannot pass on from the books of Moses without referring
to the tree of curse. "And if a man have committed a sin worthy of
death, and he be put to death, and thou hang him O1,.a tree; his
body shall not remain· all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any'
wise bury him on that day (for he that is hanged is accursed of God) ;.
that thy land be not defiled, which the Lord thy God giveth thee for
an inheritance" (Deut. xxi. 22 and 23). "He that is hanged is
accursed of God," or as the margin tells' us in the Hebrew is the curse
of God. What does this set forth but Jesus, Who was made the curse
and sin-bearer for His people 1 The New Testament interprets the
Old, and we read in Gal. iii. 13, " Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed is
everyone that hangeth on a tree." And again in 1 Pet. ii. 24, "Who
His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness, by Whose stripes ye were
healed."
" The cross on which the Saviour died,
And conquered for. His saints,
This is the tree by faith applied,
Which sweetens all complaints.
" When they by faith behold the cr03S,
Though many griefs they meet,
They draw a gain from every loss
And find the bitter' sweet."
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What a marvel of mercy! What a wondrous exchange! He" made
sin for us Who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him !" Beloved reader, let us sit down and ponder more
frequently, in our hearts, in the stillness of our "inner chamber"
worship, the wonders of His love and the mystery of that prevenient
grace, which provided over and against man's dire min, fall, and
necessity that " tree of life" in the midst of the garden, "whose
leaves shonld be for the healing of nations," and in adoring gratitude
may each of us go forth and seek by Divine help to bring forth" much
fruit" unto His eternal praise and glory.
R.

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO·DAY!"
" Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generation from the beginning?
I, the Lord, the /irst, and with the last,. I am lIe."-lsA. xli. 4.
WHO is the speaker here ~ The Lord Jesus Christ claims the supremacy
in Rev. i. 11: "I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last." "Who
is the image of the invisible God, the first· born of every creature. For
byiIim were all things created that are in heaven and that are in earth,
visible and invisible . . . all things were created by Him, and for
Him: And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist."
(Rom. viii. 29). "The firstborn among many brethren" (Col. i.15, 16, 17)
This is the image in which Adam was created, Our image and Our
likeness. Gen. i. 26 : "God said, Let us make man in Our image, after
Our likeness." The Lord Jesus Christ, in the everlasting Covenant,
engaged to take upon Him our nature, in union with the Divine nature,
and in fore-view of the fall of Adam our Covenant Head. He is the
person spoken of in Proverbs viii. 22 and 23. "The Lord possessed
Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old.. I was set up
from everlasting, from the begimling, or ever the earth was." Verse 30:
" I was by Him, as one brought up with Him; and I was daily His
delight, rejoicing always before Him." Verse 31: "Rejoicing in the
habitable part of His earth; and My delights were with the sons of
men."
Oh, wondrous love, that we are brought into the same position with
the Beloved of the Father, "Who delighted to do the will of His Father
in heaven." And His righteousness is pnt upon us, sinners of the
earth as we are. We all want to be. first; there is something in every
one of us that wants to be first, yet, if we are in union with the Lamb
of God, we are first. How startling it must be to a Jew to read the
claim of the Lord Jesus Christ to be " The First and the Last." It is
named three times in Isaiah and twice in Rev. i., "That in all
things He might have the pre-eminence."
.
.
11

Pre-eminence in numbers too,
Or bow should God's own Word be true,
If Satan triumph most?)I

We can trust our God to fulfil His own Covenant with His well-
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ueloved Son in spite of statistics to the contrary, that there wonld be
more saved than lost, the little children swelling the numbers. We
sometimes get a glimpse of the glory that awaits Us, when the saved
throng will mnch exceed the lost (see Rom. v. 14, and Rev. xx. 12 and 13).
He is also the First in that He woos His Bride first. "We love Him
because He first loved us." We thought differently in our youth;
there:is a principle of free-will in every heart of man; we went on a long
time before we were undeceived. There are no free· will verses in the
Bible; every word of God is pure; and portions are largely used
by the Divine Spirit to awaken souls who may not see at first that
every work ~f grace, from first to last, proceeds from the Triune God.
They may not see at first that He is the first and the last, the beginning
and the ending. I recall getting up at 5 a.m. to arm myself with
texts from the Scriptures, to argue with my godly mother the question
of free-will. I was taught by our governess, who was a Christian
indeed, that wc must always ask the aid of the Holy Spirit when
searching the Word of God. The overwhelming weight of the testimony
of the Bible against me led me to ground my arms and fight no more
against the truth that was so clearly revealed in inspiration. The Lord
sent the Rev. Thomas Owen to settle us in the truth of God; and
we have always felt very tender towards those-we believe they are a
countless host-who see not the truth of God, or sec so imperfectly,
that they behold" men as trees walh.ing"; they are more sound in
the heart than in the head.
He is also the Last. Phi!. i. 6: "Being confident of this very thing,
that He which hath begun a good work in yon will perform it nntil the
day of Jesus Christ." He who has begun the work of grace will
complete it in glory. "Who hath wrought and done it, calling the
generations from the beginning ~ I, the Lord. I am the First and the
Last. I am He." Who but God can do this 1 It is a stupendous
work that no mortal man could ever claim, to call into e",istence one
generation, much less the generations from the beginning. He is the
Almighty Creator of the generations that seek thy face, 0 J acob.
It is a greater work to create them anew ill Christ Jesus than to
make them at first rational beings; none but Jehovah conld do both.
and the God Man claims it as His prerogative.
I am HE. Notice that the" He" here is in italics, showing that it is
not in the original Hebrew. It is the incommunicable Name of
J ehovah here laid· claim to by the Lord Jesus Christ, the speaker.
Somebody has said yon can fill in here what attribute of the Deity you
have need of. Do you want wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, or
redemption 1 The Lord Jesus Christ is made of God all this unto you
(1 Cor. i. 30). He is Jehovah-Jireh, not only providing the Lamb of
God to take away the sins of the world, but also all things needful for
Hi clllldren through the wilderness to their Father's home in heaven.
He is Jehovah-Rophi, " The Healer of all thy diseases, as well as the
forgiver of all tlllne iniquity." He is Jehovah-Nissi; the Lord is my
Banner, to fight my battles for me and Il,ake me more than conqueror.
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" His banner over me was love." He is also Jehovah-Shalom, "He is
our Peace who fills our hearts with the peace of God which passeth all
understanding. He is J ehovah·Tsidkenu, as the wife takes her husband's name, that is the name wherewith" she" shall be called. This is
the name wherewith she shall be called, "The Lord our righteousness"
(Jer. xxxiii. 16).
He is also J ehovah-Shammah. The Lord is there, an ever present
help in trouble to the believer in every condition. "Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,lor Thou
art with me, Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me." In the glory
that awaits us He will be the Lamb in the midst of the throne.
MARY.

•

THE BELIEVER'S CRY.
" I 1~ill cry unto God Most High, unto God that per/ormeth aU things
/01' ",e."-Ps. Ivii. 2.
My soul shall ever raise its cry
In trouble and distress
Dnto the throne of God Most High,
Who will my griefs redress.
All He has promised in His Word
He's faithful to perform;
Then to my wise and gracious Lord
I'll fly in every storm.
Nought can I need through all my way,
Though many be my woes,
But God Most High shall be my stay,
He all my troubles knows.
He reigns supreme in heaven and'earth,
His purpose to fulfil ;
His wisdom has ordained my path:
Shall I oppose His will 1
To cross my plans events arise,
And disappointments come,
Yet as my God is ever wise,
I'll say, " Thy will be done."
In Him I would for ever trust
And make His pleasure mine,
Since he is gracious, wise, and just,
Oh, why should I repine 1
My God, to Thee for grace I cry,
My stubborn will subdue,
Do Thou my every need supply,
And bring me safely through.
Saffron Walden. 1800-1850.
JOHN DANES PLAYER.

,
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"A SUCCOURER OF MANY."
THE LATE MRS.

E.

POOL, OF HARBORNE.

on Sunday morning, March 10th, a gentle, loving spirit, redeemed
with His own blood, went home to Jesus-my own dear mother. During
all her pilgrimage on earth this hour had been greatly dreaded by her.
How often have I seen her with tears in her eyes mourning her inability
to feel sure she was a child of God; dreading the time when she should
be ta1.-en away-yet remembering the sweet tokens of His love most
unmistakably vouchsafed time after time to her by Himself-and iu
the midst of all clinging to His assurance. And when He called her
hence, how calmly, how sweetly, how confidently she rested on His
love and proved His faithfulness!
From a child she knew the Scriptures and loved them; they were
her ever dear delight. She could never remember a time when spiritual
things were not her joy, and this was used by the great enemy of souls
to distress her. "Other people can point to a time, a sermon, a verse
of Scripture, that brought them out of darkness into light. I cannot."
Oh ! the soul·conflicts my dear mother has had to endure all her life
long. She was so true, so sensitive, so utterly humble·minded, and her
very gentleness and transparency gave the adversary an advantage.
How timid and- self·effacing she was-yet in her Master's cause how
bold. I often think of her on a railway journey once. Some men were
sneering at Christian believers denying themselves all pleasures, reading
the Bible, going to hear long, dull sermons, etc. At last my dear mothcr
could bear it no longer. She spoke to them, and said, "You little
understand what you are talking about. Christians' lives are lull of
pleasure, but it is a different kind of pleasure to Yom'S. - Your pleasures
would not be any delight to us. Our aims, hopes, and joys are all
completely different." The men were quite surprised. -They looked
at my dear mother very respectfully, and were silent during the
remainder of the journey. It may be that seed was sown that day
which has borne fruit. I am sure the speaking cost her a great effort,
she was naturally most retiring.
She was a most devoted daughter, wife, and mother; only those
who knew her most intimately l.'Jlew the strength and self·sacrifice
and depth of her love. How dearly she -prized Gospel privileges, and
how she clung to the truth. During her youth she was always ready
to go any distance to hear a man of God, and the foundation of much
physical delicacy of later years was doubtless laid in her going in all
weathers from Wilmslow to Manchester on Thursday evenings to the
Religious Institute to hear the Rev. James Battersby and others like·
minded who gave Gospel addresses there. The train times did not fit
in well for the services, and involved waiting at both ends of the journey;
but she was always amply compensated' by the glad tidings, the
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feast of fat things, that she invariably attended the small gathering in
that" little upper room," as she lovingly termed it, where the" little
flock" met together and were fed in rich pasture.
I recall how sweetly and trustfully she Illet the great sorrow of her
life-parting from her dearly loved husband. She felt most t·hanb:ful for
him that his long weariness and pain were over, and as was characteristic of her, her own loss and sorrow were lost sight of in her knowledge
of his great joy. Very cheerfully she took up life's burdens and
anxieties in her widowhood, and absorbed herself in helping and cheering
and sympathizing with the poor, and sick, and sad, whom she Illet
in her journey homewards.
.
In the earlier part of her life, just after leaving a boarding-school, she
was deeply exercised in soul, and one of her governesses, who loved
her dearly spiritually as well as naturally, wrote many letters and sent
books to her, and in every way by prayer and sympathy helped the
young believer thus early beset with strong spiritual warfllre_ These
letters she treasured to the end of her life, and was herself most sympathetic with young, tried Christians. Her own affectionate letters were
usually simple and to the point-she rarely wrote of herself. Of late
years, since I have been to Bristol very frequently, she loved me to send
some short extract from dearMr. Ormiston's sermons. Sheofte'llovingly
acknowledged them, saying what a comfort they were to her. I found
in her writing case many portions of my letters to her, just the pages
containing extracts of sermons; she "'ould never put them away,
because they had helped her so much. Not very long ago she was
telling me of Mr. Ormiston saying, "It requires great grace to stand
still, greater grace to sit still, and greatest grace of all to be still." She
felt the truth of this, longing as she was to be active in the Master's
service. Only about a month before she went Home she looked forward
much to going to a drawing-room meeting to hear Miss Smyly of the
Birds' Nest. She had never seen her, and had been most keenly
interested in the Birds' Nest for many years. But when the day
arrived it was wet-quite impossible for her tQ go out. She yielded to
her disappointment with her usuar cheerfulness and sweet submission,
saying, " I must be still; that is my part to-day."
She was naturally brisk, and industrious always; even with eyesight
almost gone, knitting or working iu some way for the Deep-sea Fishermen, the Birds' Nest, for the late Mrs. Spurgeon's Poor Ministers' Fund,
for St. John's Church, Harborne, or for any friend needing warm socks
or lllufllers. In earlier years, before her marriage, she was an active
Sunday-school teacher and visitor. How it cheered her in after-life
to hear of the fruits of her labours. She was very sweet in her conver"
sation upon the security of the people of God. "Not a hoof left
behind" I have heard her say very often with glowing face and exultant
voice. Her seasons of rejoicing were yery bright, if brief. She often
told me of a season of agony she experienced after her sister's death,
longing to know if she were safe. She told me how Jesus appeared to
her, saying, "Your name is in the Book of Life," this with such

The Gospel Magazine.

337

gentleness, tenderness, and assurance that it remained a joy to her all
her life.
She was a freqnent hearer of the Rev. W. Gadsby, of Manchester,
and had much to tell concerning him; also the Rev. W. Nup.n, of
St. Clement's, Manchester. She was a constant reader of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for more than 'fifty years. Its pages were a continual solace
to her, as they are to many of the Lord's family. Of late years she
saw much of dear Dr. Doudney, late editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
He and my dear mother were similarly constituted spiritually in many
ways, especially in apprehension of the last hour. He endeavoured to
encourage her, and an article he wrote entitled" The Parting and the
Prospect" was after one of his conversations with her on this subject.
He wrote:•
"Parting with some dear friends whom I had arranged to meet
again the next day, I said' Good-bye until the morning!' No sooner
had I uttered the words than the thought presented itself, What a
saying! What a truth does it embrace! What a glory, and how
unspeakable the satisfaction that is involved in it! 'Good-bye until
the morning! '-' that morning without clouds.' . . . Probably the
contemplation of that sacred mom was the more real in consequence
of what had just passed, in regard to one of the dear ones with whom
I was taking leave. The fear of death had been the subject, and she
attributed her fear of the last conflict to the intense sufferings she had
so long witnessed in the case of her departed and now glorified husband.
Personally sympathizing with her repugnance at the thought of the
article of death, I reminded her of the remark of a minister who, in
seeking to combat the feelings of one who suffered in a similar way,
asked why she burdened herself with a boat wherever she went.
Upon asking his meaning, he said, ' She would not require the boat for
crossing the Jordan until she reached the shore. Then and not till
then would she need it, and then she would most assuredly find it.' I
had remarked to my dear friend that we had in thousands of instances
realized the daily strength for daily needs; that however we might
have recoiled from trouble even the day before, when the crisis-the
actual day-had arrived, there was the strength to meet it; and most
certainly we should find it so at the last. Hence I expressed the wish
that we might seek not to encumber ourselves with the boat, in addition
to our other daily burdens, but leave it by the side of the river until we
reached it, and there and then we should unquestionably find it in
waiting! It was immediately after this little talk spontaneously came
the words aforenamed, 'Good·bye until the morning!' The illustration
of the future' good-bye' was the more marked, because I was upon
the point of crossing the sea, and was in the act of passing over the
gangway to take the steamer. Nor did I recoil, as I frequently had
done upon other occasions, and why 1 Because the sea was so smooth,
and the crossing so short. And, reader, is not this a striking reminder
of how the passage of the Jordan will assuredly at last prove 1 Have
not thousands upon thousands of the once fearing and recoiling ones
22
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found it to be, not only short and smooth, but sweet also 1 So blessed
has been the companionship-so privileged tbe society-so soothing
the' fear nots ' and the' I am with thee,' as spoken by the Heavenly
Husband, the tender Father, the' Brother born for adversity,' 'the
Friend that sticketh closer than a brother,' that not only has the mind
been diverted from the otherwise chilly waters, but the season has been
so sacred, and the companionship so supernatural and divine, that the
passage of the Jordan has indeed proved to be short and smooth, sacred
and sweet. And then, moreover, the contemplation! The other side!
The' morning without clouds,' after all the night watches, the turmoil
and the travail of the wilderness!" Now dear Dr. Doudney and my
loved mother have met on " the other side," and they found the passage
short and smooth and sacred and sweet---the one entering glory so
triumphl\olltly and the other so peacefully. They both swell the glad
new song around the Throne, and sing to His faithfulness Who delivered
them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage. The Lord Himself is their everlasting light, and the days of
their mourning are ended. Oh!" what muSt it be to be there 1 "
During an illuess at Torquay a few years ago, a lady who was staying
in the house read the following lines to my dear mother. She never
tired of hearing them read. How she loved that hymn, and I can hear
now the soft, reverent, loving tone of voice in which she herself said,
" Jesus, JeSlls."
" When 1 can scarcely read or pray,

Of

le

U

U

When tronbled thoughts my soul diBmay,
His precious Name I softly say,
Jesus, Jesus.
Oh, swifter than a mother's ea-r
Her infant's feeble cry to hear,
Is HiB to catch the trembling prayer,
Jesus, Jesus.
When sins committ-ed long ago
Cause bitter tears to overflow,
One thought alone can calm our woe,
Jesus, Jesns.

If sorrow like It thunder cloud
In darkest night my soul enshroud,
Out of the depths I cry aloud,
Jesus, Jesns.
If like a flood the foe comes in
With thoughts of unbelief and sin,
His mighty Name the fight ,hall win,
Jesus, Jesus.

"' If worn by long-continued pain
I sigh for rest and sleep in vain,
Weary, I breathe this prayer again,
Jesus, Jesus.

.• Oh! let His precious Name be said
In whispers o'er my dying bed,
So shall my soul be comforted,
Jesus, Jesus.
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.. And when upon the other shore
We sin and sorrow never more,
His praise shall echo o'er and o'er,
Jesus, Jesus. 11

I am sure that precious name was her comfort, and that now she
sees Him with great delight and knows the sweetness of "what it is
to be there," a jewel in His crown of rejoicing.
And now I must write a brief record of her last days on this side of
Jesus. She had failed more perceptibly in her strength ever since she
had influenza in the spring of 1903, which was followed by pneumonia,
but last year she passed a very pleasant autumn at Sion Hill, Clifton,
Bristol, and in Ilfracombe. The society of many dear friends was very
delightful to her, and she often spoke of it afterwards with such pleasure.
St. Mary-le-port Church was the last church in which she partook of
the Lord's Supper, on September 2nd, and the last sermon she heard
was from the Rev. J. Ormiston on Sunday morning, September 30th,
on "He remembereth that we are dust" (Ps. ciii. 14). She attended
the Clifton Conference both mornings and one afternoon. A cold
contracted there prevented her going out the last Sunday of her stay
in Clifton.
Christmas Day was the happiest, she often remarked, that she had
spent for several years. I recall the precions time in the evening in the
drawing-room, when, with her dear old friend who always spent Christmas with us, we sang the dear old hymns and talked of those gone
before and of the Lord of Christmas. In January and February she
was fairly well, and during the last days of February she had some
drives in a closed carriage, which she enjoyed very much, saying" If
I could be out every day I should soon feel well." On March 2nd she
drove out for the last time, going to the railway station to see me leave
for Bristol. She had been looking forward to it all the week, and was so
bright on the way, pointing out places she knew. On Sunday morning,
March 3rd, I had a dear affectionate letter from her, written in her
usual firm handwriting, and in the afternoon came the dreadful
telegram: "Influenza-heart very weak," so I hastened to her
immediately. She had been downstairs in the morning, apparently
in her usual health, but began to be poorly during the forenoon; the
doctor came early in the afternoon and again in the evening. On
Monday evening and all day on Tuesday she was so much better that
we had great hopes of recovery, but on Wednesday and Thursday a
relapse. On Friday morning she was again better, and we were hopeful,
but in the evening the temperature was higher again, and she passed
away just before five on Sunday morning, so calmly, so gently and
peacefully that it was difficult to know exactly when she went-no
difficulty of breathing or distress of any kind; it was just like a dear,
tired, little child nestling to sleep-she looked so comfortable and so
sweet.
I am sure that up to Wednesday she quite hoped to be downstairs
again soon, but that morning she said to me, " Annie, I think I 'shall
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have to leave you this time." She did not, however, mention it again
to me, seeing how it distressed me. I told her of a motto for the year
I had, "Fear not: He will work. Let not your heart be troubled."
She-said it was very beautiful. And the next morning when I was
with her she remarked, "I wish you would not worry yourself about
my illness. Fear not, He will work." So, evidently, it had comforted
her. On the Saturday morning her dear old friend went in to see her,
and she said, "I will never leave thee. I will never forsake thee."
And her friend gave her, "Underneath are the everlasting arms."
Very warmly she assented to verses repeated, but she seemed unable
to talk much. On the Saturday afternoon as I stood by her, she said,
" Annie, Annie, all up there, all up there," pointing upwards. During
the last few hours she was heard to say, " The Lord is my Shepherd."
" I will not fear." "My Saviour, all forgiven, ALL"; and almost at
the last, " Underneath are the everlasting arms." Her last utterance,
" Annie, Annie." Oh! how sweet will be the next greeting, the loving
welcome, the angelic smile, when we meet to part no more. And so
the Saviour met her in those closing hours. His embrace comforted
her. He was better to her than all her fears. He comforted her on
every side.
I do want to testify here to the Lord's kindness to me in my great
sorrow. Just as her precious remains were taken away to be laid by
the side of my dear father in Wilmslow, Cheshire, I looked out between
the drawn blinds to see the last of the funeral, a sudden flash of sunlight
quite enveloped the hearse, and to my eyes it seemed as though she
was carried away literally surrounded and folded in intense brightness.
The natural causes were the sun's powerful reflection on the glass of
the window, but I am sure God sent it just then and just there, a heavensent vision to ease my aching, heavy heart-for it was actually death
hidden in glory-I could not see the coffin or the hearse, only the shining
brightness. This sight will remain with me a message from my Lord
to the end of my life-the sight of death swallowed up in victory and
glory. I was told, too, how the slanting rays of the sun streamed
right down into the open grave at Wilmslow, which to so many seemed
a parable of the brightness she is in-not death, but glorious, everlasting
life.
Many are the testimonies to her influence and loving, consistent, holy,
helpful life. As Archdeacon Noyes said when speaking of her from the
pulpit of St. John's, Harborne, on the Sunday morning after her Home
call, he knew no one to whom the words of the apostle were more
applicable, "She hath been a succourer of many." She was taken
home on the Sabbath day. So many, many Sundays had she been
debarred by illness from the earthly sanctuary that there was a sweet
fittingness in her joining the sanctuary above on His sacred day of rest.
It was the Lord's Day, a Lordly day indeed for her in the sunshine of
the presence of the King,
U

Where glory, glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's land."

I
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It is difficult to write of her from some points of view, for her life was
so self-effacing and so unostentatious. She was indeed
.. Content to fill a little space
So God was glorified."

And other lines in the same hymn very aptly describe her character,
for she had always the
.. Thoughtful love,
Through constant watching, wise

To meet the glad with joyful smiles
And wipe the weeping eyes,
And 8. heart at leisure from itself
To soothe and sympathize."

Timid and loving as a child, generous and intensely sympathetic in
her budding womanhood, faithful and affectionate as a wife, tender
and devoted as a mother, she was also constant and kind as a friend.
As years rolled on she developed increasing humility and increasing
lovableness, permeated throughout by deep spirituality. She was a
prayerful believer, often in co=union with her God, and her prayers
were prevailing prayers. I have often known and felt when passing
through dangers and difficulties that my mother's prayers were
ascending and prevailing. Not till we see in the light of eternity many
hidden things revealed shall many of us know what we owe to her
prayers, which" availed much."
In her spiritual life she was affected with a deep sense of sin, of her
exceeding need. And I know she would bid me say she was a sinner
saved by grace, that she" was vile and full of sin, but He was full of
truth and grace." And so
U

Plenteous grace with Him was found.
Grace to cover all her sin,"

giving her the joy of saying, as she did a very short time before she
passed away, " My Saviour, all forgiven, ALL."
I have dwelt upon the sweetness of her character, and perhaps the
two strongest points were extreme conscientiousness almost allied to
pain, and absolnte truthfulness. I never knew her to deviate in the
very slightest degree in word or deed, or ever to use exaggerated
expressions. She loved simplicity. She was so thoroughly genuine in
every way, and so very kind, always gently doing or planning something
that would be a help to someone. And it was her joy to do it as unto
Him. "The household of faith" were specially sacred to her, and she
denied herself many things that she might have more to give to the
Lord's cause. I have often heard her remark with regard to evidence
of the Spirit's work in her soul, " Well, I can truly say with Mrs. H. C.,
that I have one token, 'We know that we have passed from death unto
life because we love the brethren,' for I do love the Lord's people."
She was a very diligent, thoughtful student of Scripture, and often told
me of fresh light she had upon different passages, comparing one
Scripture with another. It was her supreme pleasure. Now she is
" numbered with the saints in glory everlasting." She sees the King
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in His beauty, and is satisfied, she is sitting down beneath His shadow
with great delight, redeemed with the precious blood of Christ.
Yes, and "the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing
unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall
obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away"
(Is. li. 11).
No more parting-" the meeting lies before us." Her dying words
to me return again and again with renewed sweetness and force; the
loving assurance that we shall be "all up there,. all up there," one
family in heaven and on earth. We shall gather together again within
the pearly gates and be an undivided family for ever. "ALL UP
THERE."

NETTLE.

THE MYSTERY AND }1ARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. X.
By FRANCIS ROBERTs, M.A., 1657 A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Oontvnued from page 277.)
OUR Author now proceeds to show how" the two Covenants of God
established with Noah were a renewed discovery and administration
of the one Eternal Covenant of Grace and Faith in Jesus Christ. These
covenants with Noah, forming the second federal administration of
the Covenant of Grace, had not only an external form, but an internal
_
and spiritual intention.'.'
Our Author rightly finds in the expressive words of Gen. viii. 21" And the Lord said in His heart "-God's determination with Himself,
for that sacrifice, the sweet savour of which God smelled, promising
therefore no more to curse the ground for man's sake, had its typical
virtue from the offering of Jesus Christ, W'ho was" made the curse,"
-that the election of grace "might be made the righteousness of God
in Him," and that one great Sacrifice on Golgotha was itself the fruit
of the eternal thoughts of God-of His" saying in His heart "-from
which thoughts of everlasting love the Word, the Lamb of the Eternal
Love, came forth to die. Thus a special significance, of an infinite
glory and consequence, is given to the temporal promise. May not
the reception of all living creatures-so our Author calls them-" subfederates with man," throw some light on the New Testament words
in Rom. viii. 19-23, and Rev. iv. 6-11. Now, in God's Covenants the
outward administration must always be carefully distinguished from
that inward efficacy, in the benefits of which only the election unto
life are vitally interested, and when our Author speaks of "God's
Covenants," it is always to be remembered that the several administrations of the one Eternal Covenant are meant and intended.
As to this particular Covenant with Noah he asks: "Surely there
were some glimmerings of Christ to be seen in Noah himself-in the
ark, the altar, the sacrifice, and the rainbow 1 "
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In the preparation of the ark there was an obediential faith (Heb.
xi. 7). ThUB Noah became "heir of the righteoUBness of faith by
·"
J esus Chr1St.
" Every knock upon the ark (he adds) given by Noah, the preacher
of righteoUBness, became also for 120 years together as a penitential
sermon to the world of the ungodly. Hence it is evident that Noah,
in all this federal transaction between God and himself, had a special
eye to Christ by faith, and that, beyond the temporal salvation of his
house in the ark, he beheld and apprehended the spiritual and eternal
salvation of Christ's house, the Church,. by Jesus Christ, else how
could this act of his faith have made him heir of that righteousness
of faith 1 None can inherit Christ's righteousness but by the faith of
Christ, crucified and risen again, consequently the Covenant of God
with Noah principally intended the great salvation by Christ, and so
must have been, and was, an administration of the Covenant of Grace
and Faith."
Now, the next words of our Author bring UB to a matter of the last
importance if we are to preserve a clear understanding of the typology
of the Holy Scriptures of the Old Testament. Types labour under a
twofold difficulty of interpretation. They not only have, as creaturely
and temporal, their own necessary imperfectnesses as similitudes of,
the spiritual and eternal, but in their single individuality they have
not seldom a dual value, as signifying not only Christ Personal, but
Christ Mystical; not only the Redeemer, but the redemption and the
redeemed. This is to an illuminated faith a very precious token of
the unity of Christ and the Church: one type, one prophecy, one
psalm, containing both the Shepherd and the flock, the Head and the
members, so that it often needs an acute spiritual intelligence to discern
how the same words belong severally to each. To an unspiritual,
unintelligent mind, by this interwoven texture of the typical parts of
the Old Testament, much confusion and error may be indeed caused.
It is one of the highest evidences of spiritual wisdom to distinguish
between the voices of the Shepherd and the flock in the Messianic
Psalms; to unbind, in interpreting the Divine mysteries, the intimately
united symbols in the types of the Head and the members, of Christ
Personal and Christ Mystical (1 Cor. xii. 12).
It may be the best way to prevent a confusion of thought if we
first follow our Author in finding in Noah the type and emblem of our
Lord: "Noah (he says) was a singular type of Christ, and in the
salvation of his family the salvation by Christ of the elect was signified:
Of Noah it was said that he should" comfort his family concerning
their work and toil and the curse of the ground," and how sweetly
does Christ, made the curse for His people, call distressed souls to
HilllSelf-" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest!" Noah was just, finding grace, or favour, in
the eyes of the Lord, and of Jesus I=anuel it is written that" He
increased in wisdom and stature and in favour with God"; that there
was" no guilt in His mouth"; that He was" holy, harmless, separate
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from sinners." Noah was a prophet, priest, and, virtually,. a king.
As a prophet, he became a preacher of righteousness in an ungodly
world; as a priest, he builded an altar-the first altar in the new worldunto the Lord, and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl,
and offered burnt offerings unto the Lord-the first and earliest
sacrifice of the long sequence of offerings, that should end, to their
absolute and entire removal and taking away for ever, in the one
Sacrifice of the Cross; as a king, he had a world-wide terrestrial
dominion, typical of His sovereignty,· of Whom the royal Psalm-the
72nd-is sung, and to whom the heavenly doxology-Rev. v. 11-14is sung; of Whom also the great voices, that shall accompany the
sounding of the seventh trumpet, are uttered in Rev. xi. 15.
Noah built a material ark for the saving of his natural posterity from
the waters of the deluge; Jesus Christ built a spiritual ark (and we
may add He is Himself the Ark, although, as we shall see, the ark is
also a type of the Church of God (e.g., 1 Tim. iii. 15) for the saving of
His supernatural posterity from the deluge of the Divine wrath.)*
Noah sacrificing unto God, God smelled a sweet savour of rest,
making promise of and establishing His Covenant with Noah, with the
token of that Covenant in the bow: Jesus Christ, by the Eternal Spirit
offering up Himself unto God, and giving Himself for a sweet-smelling
savour, the Lord has established a new and everlasting Covenant, with
its promises, tokens, and seals in the Gospel of grace.
The dreadful judgment of the flood bcing over, Noah sent forth the
dove, which returned with the olive-branch of peace in her mouth,
signifying that the waters were abated. So Jesus, after the terrible
tempest of His Death and Passion, sends forth that Holy Spirit Who,
at His baptism, had appeared in bodily shape as a dove, and Who is the
Divine Author of all joy, peace, and comfort-for He is God the
Comforter-in the hearts of the people of God (Rom. viii. 15-17.)
Finally, Noah was the restorer of the world, ruined by the flood of
waters. So, and much more eminently, Jesus Christ is the predestined
Restorer of the lost and fallen creation, as it is written in Acts iii. 21,
Eph. i. 9, 10, Phil. ii. 6-10, Col. i. 20, 2 Pet. iii. 13 (in which epistle
Noah is named" the preacher of righteousness "-of the righteousness
of faith, Heb. xi. 7), Rev. xxi. 5.
"Therefore," says the Author, "how can we but conclude that
God's dual Covenant with Noah was intended for an administration
of the Covenant of Grace," for the healing and restoring of sinners by
Jesus Christ, " until the times of the restitution of all things" 1 And
now we must remind the reader that the person of Noah also signifies
the soul, quickened into, and believing in Jesus Christ, for of Noah it
is said that" the Lord shut him in," a type surely of the inviolable
security given to all who by grace are in Christ. Nor can we forget
that, like other eminent types of the Sinless One, this holy patriarch
• It ha' been quaintly said that the old world died of
shall die of a fever.

la dropsy; the new
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has recorded against him the grievous sin, which was the unhappy
fruit of his planting a vineyard. Thus the personal types and the
Divine antitype typically related are yet in£nitely distinguished.
The words of Witsius are worthy of continual remembrance: "God
was pleased to give the Church in the memorable persons of the Old
Testament, to whom some remarkable things happened in an extraordinary way, and in the whole, also, of His instituted worship, a
beautiful picture-becoming the accuracy of so great an artist-of
Christ and of His Body mystical. Yet, whenever it is evident that
any person or thing is a type of Christ, we are not to imagine that every
circumstance in that person or thing is typical." The same religious
writer proceeds: "Finally the learned have likewise observed that
a certain variation sometimes takes place with regard to the signification
of the type, insomuch that in some respects the same type may be
applied to Christ, and in others to His Mystical Body."
With this fastened in our recollection we may now proceed to consider
the ark as a type of Christ and of the Church. Now, our Author omits
the former, which Witsius is at pains to prove, and we should lose
much of the beauty of this excellent type did we not here prefer his
guidance into the mysteries of this Covenant with Noah. Four
resemblances (says Witsius) may be found between the ark and the
Person of our Lord. It was built to secure those who entered into it
from the waters of the deluge. So Christ is a sure Refuge to those
who fiy unto Him.* But here, again, the infirmity of the type may
be well observed, for in the ark were not only the unclean of animal
life, but the soul, uncleansed, of Ham.
As the ark, again, appeared an object of high contempt and scorn
to the pride of the ungodly world, who were hardened to their own
destruction, that the seeds of a new universe might be preserved in
the ark, so the glad tidings of the salvation in Christ were a stmnblingblock to the pride of the Jewish economy, which was to pass away, that
the new and better Covenant might be revealed. As the ark had its
proper dimensions, so in like manner there is in Christ a length, breadth,
depth, and height of merit and love, abundantly sufficient for all the
election unto life.
The ark was pitched within and without with pitch, and the very
word signifies in the Hebrew, "Redemption." Thus Christ, as the
Home of the soul in His redeeming love, is sweetly pre-signified. We
may perhaps add that the window-an unusual and significant word
in Gen. vi. 16, translated by Symmachus "a transparency"-may
prefigure Christ as "the light of life," while in the measurements of
the ark, fifty, the numerical signature of redemption (Lev. xxv.) and threR.
the signature of the Triune eternal grace, are found. Nor can a
devout heart fail to unite the door in the side of the ark with St. John
xix. 34.
(To be continued.)

*

On the Covenants, iii. pp. 45-48.
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CHRISTIAN HUSBANDRY.
THE SEASONS.

By
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SERLE;
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REV. \VILLIAM ROMAINE.

GOD hath placed an order or constitution in the universe, which cannot
be broken. Every thing succeeds in its series or course. The whole
progression is invariable. Summer never comes in January, nor thc
frost and darkness of December in June. The earth glides through
its orbit without a moment's variation in time, and, though it pass a
course of many millions of miles, never errs so much as the breadth
of a hair in its place. All things move, but move with certainty. There
is no such thing as chance in the ordinations of God. It is a foolish
word, which sprang from heathen atheists, and is fit only to be used by
them. All the series or successions of what is called Nature proceed
by an invariable law, arising from the invariable mind of God. We
find this longus ordo, this endless arrangement, of things, frequently
owned by the heathen philosophers. They believed that all nature
was under the government of an eternal rule. It is so obvious that
the Epicureans themselves could not altogether miss the view. Without it, even their futile system of atoms could not hang together. It
strikes every man, and it is thought a full answer to enquiries upon any
natural object, when the form or properties of it are said, or shown to
be, natural. Men are satisfied when they perceive that the object is
reduced to an established rule or order; and they make it (as indeed
it is) a great point of learning and lmowledge, to comprehend something
of that order and rule. The wise man hath a striking passage upon
this subject in Eccles. iii. 11, which might perhaps have been justly
translated thus: God hath formed all things beautiful in their time;
He hath also placed a secret in their heart [i.e., a hidden sense or doctrine
in. the very snbstance of all things,] without which [or the knowledge
of which] a man cannot find out the construction which God hath
formed [the object of God's purpose] from the beginning to the end.
" The visible works of the creation," says a learned author, "are the
problem, or enigma, whereby, through the ministry of the senses, the
invisible things of God penetrate or enter into the mind, and so becomc
objects of the understanding." The Word of God also, as well as His
works, is full of similitude, parable, or enigma, to be understood only,
as Christ says, by those to whom it is given. "He ever opened His
mouth in similitudes, and He spake enigmas from the beginning"
(Psahn !xxviii. 2). The Book of Proverbs (or rather similitudes) treats
in this mode of Christ and His graces. And Christ Himself, to the
world at large, "never spake without a parable"; and His sayings, to
this day, are a parable to the world. Jehovah, however, by Whom all
things exist and subsist, in whatever He speaks or acts, carries on the
whole by the plan of His foreknowing and unerring wisdom. He
guides every object, precisely and surely, to that particular end for
which He framed it.
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There is also an order or constitution of grace which, like thatJ.of
nature, can never be broken. The same rule obtains in both, aud
from both, though in different degrees, God effects the same purpose,
which is His Own glory. The birth of Abraham at one particular
period, of David at another, and of Christ Himself at a third, were all
pre-ordained, and could not possibly have occurred at any other period;
because the period of God's appointment was the best, and God can
only do what is best. See Acts xvii. 26. These periods are respectively
called their" fulness of time"; by which term we are to understand a
measure, and a measure of exactness. The coming either before or
after the prescribed period would be a defect or excess in that measure,
and consequently must impeach either the wisdom of God in appointing,
or the power of God in performing. There is an absolute necessity
for this arrangement of the series; because without it all things,
spiritual, natural, and divine, could not but run into confusion. We
know that all wisdom consists in disposition. We see the beauty and
force of order in our own affairs: and shall we presume to think that
the God of all order has no direction in His !
To come nearer to ourselves. The time of every believer's birth is
appointed, his preparations for the reception of divine grace are
ordained, the exact moment of its descent is prescribed, the several
exercises and progressions of it are ordered; in short, he can do nothing,
think nothing, and endure nothing of or for God but what God, in His
constitution of grace, hath thought fit and appointed for him.
What a comfort, what a stay is this, to his soul! From the
immutability of God's counsel he receives this strong consolation, that
he is "appointed not unto wrath, but to obtain salvation through Jesus
Christ"; that this gracious designation can neither be perplexed nor
broken; that the order in nature is not more sure of its course than
the order in grace of its progress in him, for the same omnipotence
carries on both; that the glory of God is concerned in his preservation
from the distractions of sin and evil, in his enjoyment of grace and
godliness, and in his perseverance to life eternal; and that all things,
however intricate (like many operations in nature) to his comprehension, shall work together and terminate in this great point-his
everlasting good. A man who experimentally knows and enjoys this
blessed truth (for the barren speculation of it is not worth a name)
becomes, in some sense, immutable himself; for he embraces the
immutability of God, Who supports both him and all things. He is
not "tossed about with winds of doctrine; but his heart standeth
fast, trusting in the Lord." NOT can he be lazy or inactive in the work
of grace; because, being united to Christ, he is actuated by that Spirit
which is all life, vigour, animation, and efficacy. Nothing under God's
immediate agency is sluggish or slow. What exceeds the velocity of
the heavenly bodies! And yet they appear to be only inert matter
in themselves. Shall a soul, then, which has the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus, and which is framed for the full vision and activity of God,
be less swift in obedience, according to its place in this spiritual
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constitution, than a lump of gross substance in the natural ~ Dothnot the
whole history of the children of God, in all ages, directly prove the
contrary ~ Whatever lives, acts: the divine life therefore is and
must be divinely active and alert. Sin and corruption alone are the
caput -mortuum, the dead refuse, out of which no life can spring, and
which are thrown aside from God's presence, as useless and vile.
WINTER.

I.-This is the most gloomy and .unpleasant season of the year.
Every prospect abroad is uncomfortable, and the earth wears the
face of universal barrenness. The melody of the feathered race is not
heard; but a melancholy silence prevails over lawns and woods and the
once delightful fields, save when it is broken by the plaintive cries of
the herds or the harsh murmurs of the winds. All creation seems
loaded with distress. Storms and torrents threaten vengeance from
the skies; and the distant sun, often obscured or faintly felt, scatters
but seldom an oblique and interrupted ray, rather to discover the
general waste than to enrich (as at other times) the desolated scene.
What a speaking picture is here of the fall of man! How forcibly
described his misery by sin, his unfruitfulness in good works, his distance
from the Sun of Righteousness, and his utter alienation from the life
of God! His heart is cold and barren to the great end of his being,
like the frozen ground; his mind dark and uncomfortable, as the
chilling gloom of winter; without capacity to see God, without ability
to know Him. The successive storms of life vex and agitate his soul;
care and anxiety perplex his wearisome way, and misery and
wretchedness surround him on every side. "Without are fightings;
within fears." The anguish of one human heart afflicts another;
and raging passions in thousands, like angry torrents, collect for the
distress and destruction of other thousands, who oppose them with
passions equally raging and equally excited by hell.
Thus unhappy men indulge the malignant pleasure of spreading
that desolation and sorrow which they feel within, and which, by
extending, they can only heighten, but not remove. The fall of man
brought winter into his soul, and winter into the world. He is now
distant, far distant, from the Sun of Righteousness; without peace
in life, and without hope in death. This is his present position by
nature: and he can no more deliver himself from it than the earth can
subdue its natural frost, or emerge from barrenness and gloom, by any
inherent virtue of its own. The material sun is ordained alone to effect
this blessing in the one case; and the Sun of the spiritual world alone
can quicken and replenish, invigorate and restore, in the other.
H.-We may read another important lesson inscribed upon the face
of winter. The bitterest frosts are of immense service to the ground;
tbey combine, only to sever more minutely, the particles of soil, and
to introduce the supply of sulphur or salts, which are necessary to
fertilize. and repair the exhausted earth.
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C'The frost concocted glebe
Draws in abundant vegetable soul,
And gathers vigour from the co~ing year. "
~

I

So, if man had never fallen, the grace and mercy of God had never
appeared in the illustrious triumphs of redemption; nor the bright
display of His love in recovering sinners to a state of dignity and
excellence far superior to that from which they fell. As sin abounded
to man's ruin, so grace hath much more abounded in his restoration
to life eternal.
God is often pleased, for the wisest ends, to suffer likewise a wintry
state to pass upon the believer's soul. His comforts are nipped by
sorrows, as the productions of the earth by piercing frosts; and the
howling calamities of the world, like violent tempests, are permitted
to break in upon his peace. But they are all necessary, both in kind
and degree. They manure his soul for the fruits of faith, patience, and
righteousness; and make the spring of God's countenance, in the
appointed time, doubly cheerful and reviving. As the winter destroys
many noxious weeds and pernicious insects, so these stormy and (it
may be) pungent trials, check the growth of many a banefullust, curb
the luxuriancy of various inordinate passions, bind the force of sinful
tempests, check the love of present things, and dispose the ground of
the Christian's heart for the freer admission of things spiritual and
eternal.
IlL-In the winter a careful husbandman clears his faxm or his
garden of all improper plants, improves his fences, prunes or lops his
trees, manures the soil, and clears away the rubbish and decays of the
former year.
In like manner, Christ, the spiritual Husbandman, prepares His
people's souls by the winter of adversity, or the withdrawing of His
sensible presence, for future grace and glory. He cuts up the weeds
and thorns of the soul, shows it the lines and boundaries of faith,
strengthens its barrier, which sin had broken down, and through which
the boar of the wood, with the fierceness of rage, had come in to destroy;
lays on a deep manure from His holy Word, and subdues the unprofitable hopes and desires of the flesh, which grew up in the former days of
ignorance and unbelief. All this proves the skill and the love of the
spiritual Husbandman in His favoured garden; for, were He. to omit
these necessary instances of His care, the soil would continue barren
under its own rubbish, or produce nothing but weeds.
IV.-When the winter approaches, all tender plants are removed
from the penetrating chills of the external air into the greenhouse or
stove, where they are nourished and attended with that degree of
warmth which is proper for their preservation and existence.
And how often does the gracious Redeemer preserve the feeble
among His people from the oppressor's hand, and from the severity of
trial! How frequently does He withdraw them from the trying scene,
either by the interposition of His providence or by a removal to His
throne! Others, like hardy evergreens, can dare the sharpest storms,
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and are enabled to pass through the severest tribulations, not only
without loss, but also with the greatest advantage: while these,
through their tenderness, seem to be the more immediate objects of
His care, and consequently receive from Him a more distingnished
attention. Fainting, feeble soul! see here thy picture in nature for
thy comfort in grace. Contemplate the bowels of mercies, which move
towards thee in thy Redeemer; and reproach not His kind concern,
which will not, which cannot leave thee utterly exposed, by any
unresigning murmurs and injurious distrust. As may be most salutary
for thee, He will place thee where the frost shall not pinch, nor the
tempest annoy; or He will give thee strength like an oak, to sustain
and overcome in the end. Cast thy care then upon God; for He hath
set His care upon thee. Pray that His end may be answered by thy
sorrow: and then thy sorrow shall soon have an end.
V.-Trees reduced or pruned in the winter grow more vigorously
in the succeeding year.
The trees also of the Lord's planting, being pruned of their worthless
branches, shoot forth with greater strength, and bear more rich and
abundant fruit for His glory. Adversity braces, and the contraction
of wild desire invigorates the soul. If this pruning were not necessary
work for the believer, the Lord would not perform it. He hath no
delight in affiicting His people; nor does He ever take from them
what can yield a solid good. And if He only remove evil, or the
occasion of evil, what folly and unbelief must it be which urges their
hearts to complain! Let His will be done; and then good will be
done in them, and for them.
VI.-Young trees are planted at this season, either for fruit in the
garden, or for timber in the fields.
In like manner, God usually chooses trying times for planting His
grace and increasing His Church. The dreadful persecutions of former
ages only advanced the number and strengthened the faith of the true
disciples. "The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church," said
Tertullian, who lived when torrents of that blood were daily shed.
The world does more real service than it intends, when the people of
it "persecute for righteousness' sake." They ought to be charitably
considered, for they know not what they despise. That mockery
of wit, which has no foundation in wisdom or truth, retorts upon
itself, as a shot striking against a rock gives an imperceptible
blow, but a dangerous rebolmd. If the world be disposed
to banter, one would not envy the only merriment they are
likely to have on this account; nor would it be right for a Christian to
retort with the great cynic of antiquity, when he was told that the
common people laughed at him; "And perhaps," says he, " at them
the asses laugh too; yet as they care not for the asses, so I care not
for them." If they merit nothing else, their mistake entitles them to
our forgiveness and demands our prayers. And if good be done to a
Christian by their illwill; let him be so grateful as to entreat of God,
that they may share it with Him. Brambles and thistles grow
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spontaneously and without culture, and in the warmth of summer
flourish and abound. And mere professors, like these barren and
worthless shrubs, never spread their showy leaves but in the times of
sunshine or prosperity. When the Lord lets loose His frost for their
trial, down they drop with all their foliage and glory. Their place
may be sought in the Church, but it will nowhere be found.
V1I.-The severest winter destroys not all the weeds. Many of the
perennial kinds, such as nettles, etc., survive the sharpest frosts, and
shoot forth again upon the first return of mild weather: and the seeds
of the annual sorts lie secreted in the mould till the approaching spring,
when they germinate with their wonted vigour, and would soon cover
the surface of the earth, to the destruction of all good plants, if suffered
to remain.
A stri1.-ing representation this of man's inbred corruptions, and of
their radical strength, fertility, and raneour! No trials can perfectly
keep them down, no adversities entirely root them up. Like knotted
grass, every particle is full of an evil life, and will spring and spread
forth in despite of human toil. Often they seem reduced; and the
soul is ready to dream of absolute victory. But let the occasion or
temptation appcar, and the conflict must begin anew. In the most
mortified heart they are only depressed as in a wintry state: the
roots of some are fully alive, and the seeds of others are but hid. If
ease, and prosperity, and quietness, come upon the soul, up shoot
some or other of the pestiferous evils. And these, if let alone, would
soon overgrow and starve the graces and virtues which God hath
planted; wonld quickly reduce the mind to its original turpitude,
and render both it, and all that grows within it, the meeter fuel for
everlasting fire.
VIII.-Frequently in winter great falls of snow cover the ground,
and shield many plants of the field and garden from destroying frosts.
This snow, when melted, penetrates farther into the earth than common
rain, is more impregnated with nitrous particles, and saturates the
soil with an excellent manure.
The Word of God likewise is a sweet defence against all the troubles
and adversities which can befall the Christian's soul. While it covers
his head from danger, it preserves his heart from the cbilling impressions
of sin and sorrow. It graciously refreshes his inner man, supports his
tempted spirit, and prepares him for a more abundant eduction of " the
fruits of righteousness, which are by Christ Jesus." What injury
then can these trying storms effect against his best, his everlasting
interests ~ Rather, what good do they not occasion ~ What
advantages and blessings do they not produce, in quickening and
directing him to eternal salvation! The Word and grace of God, like
the rain and the snow from heaven, do not return unto Him void, but
accomplish His entire pleasure, and every purpose for which He sent
them.
IX.-At this season the gardener digs about his young trees and
shrubs, and dresses or manures the contiguous ground, that they may

352

The Gospel Magazine.

grow with the greater vigour and be disposed to yield their respective
products, either of fruit or flowers, the more abundantly.
So, in the times of affliction or t.rial, the great spiritual Husbandman
meliorates the ground of His people's hearts, and particularly that of
new converts, that they may receive streugth and establishment, and
bring forth fruit to His glory. Thus, according to the apostle,
" Tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, and experience
hope," with all the happy consequences attendant upon it. " Religion,"
said a good man, "must needs be the best thing at all times; for it is
evidently the best in a time of affliction." To which we may add, that
as affliction drives the believing soul to religion, so religion enables it
to rejoice over affliction. He would have been unhappy if he had never
known what it is to be unhappy. Ministers of the Word, in particular,
are usually much exercised in this way, that they may bring forth the
fruits of a sound and strong e"l'erience for the good of the Church.
" Three things," says Luther, "make a divine: meditation, prayer, and
temptation." By meditation he takes root; by prayer he shoots
upward to bear fruit; and by temptation his hurtful or useless
excrescences are cut off, and his soul is established for heaven. For
the multitude of distresses God hath a multitude of mercies, which
will as far outweigh the other as the greatness of the uuiverse does the
dust of the balance. The one likewise is " but for a moment," as well
as light; but the other is for" an exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
X.-The winter compacts the tender fibres of trees which have been
produced in the preceding seasons, hardens the substance of trunks
and boughs, 'and thereby strengthens the whole fabric of plants to
sustain the increase"of fruit, leaves, and shoots, in the succeeding year.
Of the same blessed consequence, in His believing people, are
afflicting visitations from God. If it were all summer with them, if
they had no difficulties to encounter, no sorrows to endure, their hearts
would grow luxuriant and proud, would run (as it were) into mere
leaves and boughs, and by habit would neither be capable of enduring
hardness, nor be strong enough to bear up against the least storm of
visitation which might descend upon them. There is a need be for
every temptation, not only that the" trial of faith might be precious"
in God's sight, but that it might be "made so manifest" in the
believer's, as to appear altogether" wrought in God." Like winter
to the body, it may give pangs for the present; but most assuredly it
will be the necessary means of bringing peace at the last.
XL-Though many trees and plants at this season seem stripped
and dead, and the face of the ground appears sterile and bare, yet we
know that life still remains in the stems and branches, and that the
earth will appear with new strength and beauty at the appointed
season.
God's garden, which is His Church, has frequently suffered the winter
of adversity, and sometimes a very severe one. At such seasons the
faithful seemed to have perished out of the land. What a dreadful
winter occurred in the time of Noah! Only eight plants left alive,
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and not all of these good and valuable. What an awful season passed
upon the cities of the plain! Only three branches saved from the
destruction. In the time of Ahab, what a winter did the Church
of God sustain! That great prophet, Elijah, upon a view of the
desolation, imagined that the whole garden of God was perished, and
that not a single plant remained besides himself. In other periods,
both before and after Christ, how many dreadful storms has God's
plantation endured! In the time of the Maccabees, and under the
Roman emperors of the higher empire, it is impossible to read the
Church's extremities without anguish. And later still, for many
centuries before the Reformation we may ask: Where were the
faithful 1 The Albigenses, Waldenses, Berengarians, Wickliffites,
and some here and there, who lived above the errors of Rome, furnish
a few names or notices of the life of grace then extant upon earth: and
yet, considering the long course of time, but a few. In the climes of
this world, which are not suited to the plants of God (for these are
by no means indigenous, but exotic here) there is but little sunshine,
and much foul weather. One must wonder at their very existence in
a region so intemperate for them, and so exposed to the ravages of
wild beasts and ravening fowls, were it not recollected that they are
kept by the almighty power of God the Preserver. Yet, notwithstanding all these hostile and unfavourable appearances, the garden of God
is safe, flourishes, and lives in the worst of times; and (what should
always be remembered) in those times lives most truly. The prophet
could not see one plant of grace in all Israel besides himself; but God
had numbered seven thousand. David cried out, that" the godly
man ceaseth, " and that" the faithful fail" (Psalm xii. 1). Yet, in a
time of trial he found that" many were with him." (Psalm Iv. 18).
While Isaiah prophesied, mention is made of a " great forsaking in the
midst of the land" [or the Church, which is often called " the land"
emphatically in the Old Testament]; but yet" in it there was to be a
tenth [the Lord's own portion, His remnant," as it is called in Isa. xxii.
and Rom. ix. 27, and xi. 5] "and it was to return and be eaten [it was
to be preserved and accepted] as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose
substance is in them, when they cast their leaves; so the holy seed
should be the substance thereof" (Isa. vi. 13). The true life of Israel
was in Israel, or the Church professing, in the deadest time, and formed
the spiritual substance of it. God never forsook His own people; they
are preserved for ever. They may not be seen, perhaps by the eyes
of men, who, judging according to appearances ouly, often judge most
perversely; but they are ever in God's eye, and are ever regarded too
as " the apple of His eye." They who touch them injuriously sooner
or later touch them to their cost. These" plants of renown" may not
seem to thrive; but they do thrive, and commouly thrive most (like
the palm tree) under the greatest oppression. God's corn may appear
but" a handful upon earth," and to be growing on very unfavourable
spots, "the tops of the mountains"; but its fruit, or increase, " shall
shake like Lebanon" (Psalm !xxii. 16). No blasts can destroy it; no
23
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severity of seasons diminish its life; no enemy eradicate its being.
God hath "made an hedge about it" (as Satan, though a liar, truly said
of Job), "and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."
This should be matter of comfort to truly serious persons at all
times. Let the world\ be in never so many commotions, and let all
hell break loose upon it; the best interests are safe, God's people must
be kept, and His cause shall stand fast; because God cannot lose His
interest in them, nor can their redemption be paid in vain. How many
restless minds would be quieted did such considerations meet with
their due weight! And, after all, what avail the bustle and hurry of
men 1 Doth not God ride in and direct the storm 1 Can the creatures
suspend a drop of rain from falling, or keep back the impetuous winds 1
A Christian's best armour is the armour of God; his sharpest sword is
the Word of God; his most effectual artillery, prayers and tears.
These will avail, and have· availed, when the rage of armies has been
buried in confusion. He would, in the use of his privileges, be soon
led to see, like Elisha's young man, that they are more that be with
him than they that are against him (2 Kings vii. 17). Let the potsherds
of the earth strive, but the servant of the Lord must not strive. Though
the profession of arms be not unlawful, and though it be justifiable for
a nation to rise in its own defence, a Christian should consider these
as nothing without God, and employ far more efficacious means against
the power·of man. In a word, his passions ought not to actuate his
conduct; but faith should direct his eye and guide his hand. And,
for his encouragement, respecting the potency uf faith, let him get
by heart, and into his heart, the whole eleventh chapter of the Epistle
to the Hebrews. When Moses did but lift up his hand to God in faith,
that invincible principle (not the swords or numbers of the Israelites)
" turned to flight the armies of the aliens." It would be safer to meet a
host of enemies than to oppose the faithful prayer of an Elijah, an
Elisha, or a Moses.
XII.-Who could suppose, were not the fact constantly confirmed
by sense and experience, that when the husbandman planted acorns
oaks should spring up from those small substances, and form bodies
of such strength and magnitude 1 The substance of an acorn has not
the least similitude to a tree. Yet nobody hesitates upon this wonderful
accretion: nobody doubts of this inscrutable process. If a person
had never seen or heard of such a revolution, with what astonishment
would he meet the discovery 1 But so it is throughout our whole
material system; ab ovo omnia: all things spring from their respective
eggs, animals as well as plants, and burst into view from their several
enclosures. The eggs of plants, which are their seeds, are constructed
to maintain the germen, or plant in embryo, during its confinement
and till it has sufficiently vegetated in the soil. The far greater part of
the bulk of every seed is appropriated to its nutriment: for the living
principle is exceedingly minute, and, in some of the smaller seeds, not
discernible by the naked eye. There are many kinds of seeds which
are themselves too small to be seen, and their respective germina are
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not even a fiftieth part of those little substances. Yet these burst into
life, by divine appointment, and afford a useful produce for man and
beast.
And are not the seeds (if one may so call them) of the greatest events
as surprisingly minute, and as little analogous to what they produce,
as the germen of an acorn, which is scarce equal to the head of a pin, is
to the form and bulk of a full-grown oak 1 What could be more
apparently inadequate to the design of saving Israel, and half the
Eastern world from famine, than the sale of Joseph for a slave, and his
subsequent imprisonment for above two years in Egypt 1 What
more improbable means, to human view, for his advancement to the
highest dignity next a throne than his long series of depression and
hardship; or the immediate occasion of it, his unfolding the dreams of
two wretches in disgrace like himself 1 Where was the prospect of a
river issuing from a rock only by the stroke of Moses' rod 1 How
improbable was the support of Elijah by hungry, ravenous birds 1 We
might enter upon a long detail from sacred and profane history to
illustrate this remarkable truth, which, if we open our eyes, we may
read also in every tree and plant about us, from the moss upon the
wall to the tallest cedar in Lebanon.
But sublime and important lessons of grace also may be drawn
from these providential objects by the watchful and attentive believer.
He reads all these characters of the divine impression in their sacred
meaning. To him they are "apples of gold set in lattices," network, or
transparent cases of silver. They are bright only as silver to the world,
which views them carelessly and at a distance; but to his prying eye
of faith the interior gold, the rich and spiritual import, appears in its
glorious lustre. He learns from these things that he is to confide in
his Father's love in all circumstances; that he is not to enter upon the
scale of probabilities respecting the accomplishment of God's promises,
but to depend upon Him for the declared event, leaving the means to
His disposal; and that, as the Lord is able of the very" stones to
raise up children unto Abraham," so He can produce the fulfihnent of
His Word by the most contrary causes, and even without any cause
at all. Worldly hearts stagger here, and say; "Oh, then we may sit
with our arms across at this rate, and have only to believe."-Only
to believe! If they knew what this meant they would see that they
might as soon make another world as believe aright of themselves.
What an incomprehensible business was the crucifixion of a poor,
forsaken outcallt, to the ehief priests and seribes among the Jews,
and to such learned men as Porphyry, Celsus, J ulian, etc., among the
Gentiles 1 "He saved others," said they in a taunt," Himself He
cannot save. Let this mighty King of Israel descend now from
the cross, that we may see and believe."-" A crucified God," said
the Gentiles, "what an absurdity! How is He to save us, when
He could not rescue Himself from a set of contemptible Jews 1 "
Human reason eould never have seen of itself, that for this very end
Christ came into the world; that by these very despicable means He was
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to accomplish the highest purpose, which God had designed; and that
by this seemingly opposite circumstance of death He was to introduce,
life into the world, and myriads of souls from the world into life eternal.
To man's unenlightened sense all this must be the most unlikely affair
that ever appeared. Yet this certain fact is confirmed by every sort
of evidence, circumstantial and direct; by the whole series of divine
providences from the beginning of the world; by all the prophecies
in ancient times; by all the ceremonies of the law, which were really
prophecies in types and emblems; by eye·witnesses and ear-witnesses
without number; by indisputable miracles, and other tokens of divine
approbation; and by (what indeed is'a noble evidence to the real
Christian, though to none beside) the operation of God's grace and love
within the soul. Christ Himself describes this astonishing effect of
His redemption by comparing Himself to a corn of wheat, which
obtains its wonderful renovation of life by the death of its outward
substance, and seems to start into being almost from the very loss of
being. "Except a corn of wheat," says He, "fall into the ground, and
die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." From
Him, as the great Seed, the only principle of life, do vegetate spiritually
the living branches, all the true believers in the world. Almost under
this image was He graciously promised to the Church of old. Thus we
may read the 17th verse of the 72nd Psalm: "His name shall exist
for ever; He that will be a Son shall be His name before the face of
the sun (through all nature which the sun enlightens), and all nations
shall be blessed in Him, and shall call Him blessed." It is difficult to
convey the full idea of this assumed name. It is a collective word, or
noun of multitude, including the issue or progeny, as a seed doth the
trunk and branches of a tree. Admirably it expresses the inclusion
of the redeemed in Christ, as their great living Head or Seed, their
derivation from and entire dependence upon Him. 0 what a mauifold
instruction doth all this contain for thy heart, 0 believer, to commit
thy way unto the Lord without reserve, and to trust in Him at all
times! He hath said, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee" ;
but will make all things, probable and improbable, work together for
thy good.
XIII.-The world would be a wilderness, were it not for cultivation,
and produce nothing for the comfort or subsistence of man.
And what is poor man's heart without the culture of the spiritual
husbandman 1 A worse, a more barren and noxious desert than any
he can tread upon with his feet. "The ground was cursed for his
sake," and hath since brought forth thorns and thistles in abundance,
in token of the spiritual evils which his fall hath introduced within.
From that period, his nature, once fertile for God, became a wilderness
and" the habitation of dragons": and it can no more assume a better
form, by its own vigour, than a desert can change its soil, or a waste
afford the prolific vegetation of a field. God hath undertaken this
arduous work in him and for him. H:e W'ho created at first, to this end
creates anew. He alone causes this wilderness of the human heart to
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"rejoice and blossom as the rose." Though it was once dry and
parched ground, the spiritual Husbandman converts it into a pool,
or raises springs of grace to saturate and replenish, to fructify and
delight. This is His promise: "I will plant in the wilderness, the
cedar, the shittah-tree, and the myrtle, and the oil-tree: I will set in
the desert the fir-tree, the pine, and the box-tree together; that they
may see, and know, and consider, that the hand of the Lord hath done
this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it " JIsa. xli. 19, 20). And
again: "Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and instead
of the briar shall come up the myrtle-tree, and it shall be to the Lord
for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off" (Isa. lv. 13).
This is a rich promise of grace under the symbols of nature. If we
were to translate the passage into our mode of speaking, and looking
through the metaphor, it might be by the following paraphrase :-" In
the soul of man, barren of all goodness, happiness, and hope, I will plant
such graces as shall testify My prais,e, be incorruptible in their nature,
fragrant with delight, aud abundant in holiness to my honour: In
his heart, void of all spiritual life, shall arise the excellencies of a
sublime affection, fruitful conversation, and everlasting life. All this
can be done by Me alone; and I will do it for My glory." Again;
" Instead of vile and offensive tempers shall appear an exalted and
edifying renewal of mind; and instead of grovelling and worthless
inclinations shall spring up, in the redeemed soul, all that is beautiful
in holiness, all that is delightful for praise. The Lord hath fixed it
for life everlasting: nor shall this purchased blessing, or any of its
objects, ever fail."-This seems to be tile correlative doctrine of the
trees. To which let it be only added that, as they appear to have been
all evergreens, they further represent, with admirable fitness, those
undecaying gifts, and that holy calling, which are without repentance.

THE UNFAITHFUL STEWARD.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED IN STRETTON CHURCH, BY THE
REV. WILLIAM LUSH, VICAR.

" And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of
unrighteousness,- that, when ye fail, they may receive you into
everlasting habitations."-LuKE xvi. 9.

THE parable of the unfaithful steward is one of those parables of which,
perhaps, it is not so true as of some that the key hangs beside the door.
And yet, doubtless, it is one of those parables that contain special
instruction for the last days. Let us, then, with the true key to the
understanding of it-" Open Thou mine eyes, that I may see wondrous
things out of Thy teaching "-set ourselves to search out something
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of the truth that it was intended to convey from those parts of it
which at first sight may present some difficnlty. Spiritnal truth and
the good of souls lay under all the dear Saviour's discourses, and in
proportion as the Holy Spirit"has discovered to us what we are and
what we need, in that proportion shall we discern the beauty of the
work and words of Him Who spake as never man spake. All I ask of
you, my hearers, is this: that you should bring any remarks I make
on this or any other portion of the Word of God, to the touchstone of
the law and the testimony, and act as did the Bereans, that you may
share in their commendation: "These were more noble than those in
Thessalonica in that they received the Word with all readiness of
mind, and searched the Scriptures daily whether these things were so " ;
for rest assured you will not get much comfort or soul-saving instruction
from, "What saith the Church 1 " but you may expect to draw it out
of "What saith the Scripture 1" And in reading the Scriptures
always endeavour not to bring your preconceived opinions to the Bible,
and try and make the Bible square with them, but in all humility seek
that your preconceived ideas may stand or fall by "What saith the
Word of God 1" for Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to
salvation, so that whatsoever is not found therein, or may be proved
thereby, is not to be required of any man that it should be believed as
an article of the faith, or deemed requisite or necessary to salvation.
So speaks the Church of England in her Confession of Faith; and here
1et me commend to you the study of our thirty-nine Articles, which will
stand the test of the Word of God, and the howledge of which will
help you in a day of controversy, like the present, to understand what
is and what is not the true teaching of our Church in matters of faith
and doctrine. But ever remember, dear friends, what the eyes of our
understanding are by nature, no matter in what age we live or in what
position we are born-" having the understanding darkened "-and
how we need the same Divine power as the discip'les of old did, to open
our understanding that we may understand the 'scriptures. May our
daily desire be, as we open the pages of God's blessed Book, " We
would see Jesus"; and rest assured that if our desire to how the
truth be as real as that of the Ethiopian eunuch, and we go the same
way to work as he did, and with the same spirit of humility as he
possessed: "How can I, except some man should guide me 1" God
is not at a loss fo.r some Philip to preach to us Jesus, and to send us
on our way re]Olcmg.
I believe God Himself to be intended by the "rich man" in this
parable, Who, if we contemplate Him from any point of view, answers
to this description; but there is no standpoint so sweet, to my mind,
from which to take a survey of His riches as this, that He is " rich in
mercy" (Eph. ii. 4). When I think of the riches of that mercy,
bestowed on one so vile and base as I feel myself to be, " transported
with the view, I'm lost in wonder, love, and praise." Now, God has
His "stewards." "Let a man so account of us as of the ministers of
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God," and among them some,
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like Judas, unfaithful stewards, who act dishonourably with the
property committed to them-" the oracles of God." (Rom. iii. 2).
At this time it seems the steward in the parable was at ease, thinking
nothing of the future nor of wasting his master's goods. So long as
he could make a good thing of it he was content. " The ungodly careth
not for God, neither is God in all his thoughts." God's honour and
glory can be little thought of by those who waste" the finest of the
wheat," and adulterate the Word of God. Unlike the prodigal, this
steward wasted not his own but his master's substance; and unlike the
prodigal, when the dismissal came, and he began to be in want, there
was no "I have sinned," "I am unworthy," but, "I cannot dig, to
beg I am ashamed." What a pitiable case! too helpless to dig, too
proud to beg. Unable to work for life, unwilling to beg for mercy, is
the condition of Adam's fallen race. Want led the prodigal to his
father; the fear of want led the unfaithful steward to rob his master.
In the light of snch a resolve, what a key have we to our own hearts,
"deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked"; for, "the
transgression of the wicked saith within my heart that there is no
fear of God before his eyes; for he flattereth himself in his own eyes
until his abominable sin be found out; the words of his mouth are
unrighteous and full of deceit; he deviseth mischief upon his bed, he
setteth himself in a way that is not good, he abhorreth not evil." Now
mark the resolve of worldly wisdom, and the plan that hnman reason
adopts. It is all bound up with the present, all centres on being
"received into their houses."
No thought about "everlasting
habitations." It all hinges on getting into favour with the debtor by
minimising his debts. Oh, what a type of the unfaithful steward, who
robs God by lessening the standard of His holiness, and the require·
ments of His righteous law. The unfaithful steward shrinks from
telling the rich man that in the sight of God he is on an equality with
the poor man, that the man of learning is no more in the sight of God
than the unlettered man, that the man of power is as powerless in
spiritual things as the man of no influence.
Yes, from proclaiming the spirituality of God's law, as extending
to the thoughts and intents of the heart, from proclaiming the curse
under which every man is by nature who continues not in all things
that are written in the book of the law, to do them, from proclaiming
man's death in trespasses and sins, until born from above by means of
the Word of God-the unfaithful steward shrinks, and substituting a
form of godliness for the power, and a name to live whilst in God's
sight dead, and by penances and masses and a fleshly religion which
gratifies the senses, and savours of everything that is of man rather
than of God, such an one robs God of His honour, and so, as a flesh·
pleasing religionist, is welcomed into the houses, and brought under
the patronage of those who share with him in robbing God of His Word,
His day, His salvation, and His glory.
But how could the master of such an unfaithful steward commend
him 1 It was his thoughtfulness for the future that was commended,
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not the manner in which he carried it out. Just in%the same way as
I may commend a man for laying up for a rainy day, but if he robbed
me of the wherewith to do it, I should not commend the manner in
which he carried out his thoughtfulness for the future. And how
humbling that the children of this world should be in their generation
more thoughtful for their worldly interest than the children of light
for the better things; for are not the" everlasting habitations" of far
more moment than the" houses" of this time-state 1
And now for the Saviour's moral drawn from this parable. " I say
unto you "-the disciples, to whom this parable was addressed" make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness." I
believe the correct understanding of these words hinges on the right
translation of the word ..- " of," which I take to mean precisely the
same as it does in John ii. 15, where it is translated" out of," and
signifies, of course, "away from." "He drove them all out of the
temple," that is, away from the temple, which is also the meaning of
the same word in Luke ii. 4, "Out of the city of Nazareth," that is,
away from the city of Nazareth. And so I take it here. Do you, My
disciples, make your friends not in connection with, but away from,
the mammon of unrighteousness, that when ye cease (that is, to live)
they-these true friends-so made, who have gone before, may welcome
you, not into their lwuses for a day, but into the everlasting habitations
of that Father's house in which there are many resting-places.
My hearers, who are your friends 1 Remember that the friendship
of the world is enmity with God, and that whosoever will be a friend
of the world is the enemy of God. But if your friends are the friends
of Jesus, of whom He says, "I have called you friends, for all things
that I have heard of My Father I have made known unto you," then
you have in that friendship an evidence that you will be glad to fall
back upon in many a cloudy and dark day. "We know that we have
passed from death to life, because we love the brethren." Be broad
enough to say, "Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity." Be narrow enough to add, I delight only in the
companionship" of them that fear Thee, and of them that keep Thy
precepts."
VEXATION and anguish accompany riches and honour; the pomp
of the world, and the favour of the people, are but smoke, and a blast
suddenly vanishing; which, if they commonly please, commonly bring
repentance; and for a minute of joy they bring an age of sorrow.Francis Quades.

THOUGH Mary Magdalene was very near to Christ, yet she stands
sighing, mourning, and complaining that they had stolen away the
Lord, because she did not see Him. Christians, though you may be
very near and dear to Christ, yet till you come to see your assurance,
you will spend your days in doubting, mourning, and complaining.Brooks.
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THE LATE REV. ROBERT WAJ,KER, M.A.

IN our last year's June issue a short account was 'given of the late
Rev. Robert Walker, Vicar of Wymeswold, Leicestershire, and a
promise was then made to publish extracts from some writings of his
at a later period. That time has now come, and we have great pleasure
in printing the following from various sources, mainly from some of
Mr. Walker's Annual New Years' Addresses to his people, and they
express, in his own eminently clear way, his views on many important
subjects connected with the spiritual life of God's children.
On Sabbath observance, Mr. Walker writes: I am always afraid of
saying much about this, because the spirit of the Pharisee is so native
to us that we quickly make a righteousness out of every godly duty.
Still, I am persuaded there is a New Testament Sabbath, the Lord's
day, which should be spiritually observed by all Christians. We are
such creatures of habit, and so dependent on regular supplies, both for
soul and body, that if (as some would persuade us) we were to omit
all observance of the Christian Sabbath-under the idea that to a
believer every day is a Sabbath-all enjoyment of vital godliness
would quickly dry up in the Christian, and one of the most salutary
of all known restraints upon the wicked be withdrawn. St. John says,
" I was in the spirit on the Lord's day," and if he, then a poor exile in
Patmos, could find time for special worship on that day, how much
more should we who have so many opportunities 1 And it caunot be
said he needed this means of grace more than we, for he was eminent
for his knowledge of and love to Christ, and had many a time leaned
his head on Christ's bosom at supper, and was eminently" the disciple
whom Jesus loved." It is always a good sign where people will attend
the means on Sunday in spite of every hindrance, and a very bad one
when the most trifling excuses will make them rest satisfied ,vith
coming once a day to church, or even put them off altogether. Let
such people compare their frame of mind with that of David in the
eighty-fourth Psalm. I saw a statement the other day which made
me tremble, it was this-" There are in London alone habitual Sabbathbreakers-that is, persons who never see the inside of any place of
worship-enough to form the united populations of Liverpool, Manchester, York, and Bristol "*-and I may perhaps give you a more
tangible idea of this immense number by telling you that if all these
people were arranged in rows three abreast and the rows put a yard
apart, they would reach all the way from us to London (Loughborough,
our post town, is 115 miles from London) and very nearly all the way
back again! Or, if they walked past our house at the rather rapid
rate of four miles an hour, they would occupy very nearly two entire
days of twenty-four hours each! I have looked at this calculation
and believe it is below the truth rather than above it, and you must
* This was written for New Year's Day: 1867.
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remember this is the number of English heathens (as I may say) in
London alone! Well may we tremble for England with such a sleeping
volcano of ungodliness in its metropolis! But to come homl}--how is
it with us 1 Let each reader's conscience give the reply. Some of
you complain that I do not come to see you. I, on the other hand,
lament that so few of you think it worth while to come and see me
where I am always to be found on the Lord's day. I believe Sabbath
desecration will one day be seen to be a very great sin, whatever men
may say about it now. Be wise in time, and may the Lord grant. you
may not see this truth too late.
Again, speaking to the converted, Mr. Walker says, My dear brethren,
you can never thank God sufficiently for calling you to the knowledge
of Himself and of His dear Son, for " this is life eternal, to know Him
the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom He hath sent" (St. John
xvii. 3). Never, I think, were there times when God's children had
more cause to live a life of praise; for if it was always a strait gate
and narrow way which led to life, and difficult to find, how much more
so (it seems to me) is it now! What an age you and I, my brethren, have
lived to see, an age in which blasphemy stalks abroad unabashed by
any counter-influences which godly men cau bring to bear upon it!
An age in which atheists, infidels, Sabbath-breakers, God-haters, and
every kind of blasphemer are permitted to circulate their poison on
every hand! What is to become of our poor country, I k-nOW not,
but one thing is certain, that I am commanded, as God's minister,
to warn every man of the danger, and to say to the righteous that" it
shall be well with him " (Isa. iii. 10). And the" righteous" are those
who have fled for refuge to lay hold on Christ's righteousness, because
they know that they have none of their own.
Has it not indeed been so with you 1 Must you not still say, " What
have I that I have not received 1" What good desires have you,
what godly experiences of Christ's love, but what you have freely
received as a gift from the Lord 1
Again, how do you find it with your own heart? Does it seem to
improve at all 1 Are you (as some speak) going on in progressive
sanctification 1 Are you more able to control its evil ways and
desperate wickedness than you used to be 1 Do not misunderstand
me here. I do not lllean that you are left to do the outward evil works
of the ungodly. God forbid, no such thing. Saints do not" forsake
their God as the wicked doth "; but I mean, are the inward workings
of the thoughts and pa<isions of YOllr heart any less evil than formerly 1
Alas! woe is me! say many of God's children, my heart seems to get
worse and worse instead of better and better. Dear brother or sister,
your heart is not really worse than it was, for, in truth, it was always
by nature, and is now, desperately wicked; but you know more of
it, and, as St. Paul says, you have your senses exercised to discern
good and evil, as you could not at first, and therefore you now see a
little of what your old Adam nature really is-" deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked "-yet you have this evidence of a
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change from the Law to the Gospel: you hate your sins and loathe
yourself ou account of them. As the poet says :" Then to abstain from outward sin,
Was more than I could do;
Now if I feel its power within,
I feel I hate it too."
The truth is you are learning that the old distinction between saints
and sinners is a mistake. God's manifested children are all saints,
and yet they are all sinners too; ouly this is the difference, they are
converted sinners, sinners who know themselves to be so. They are
not Pharisees who grow in a sense of their own holiness, but sinners
who grow in a sense of God's grace, and in the InlOwledge of our Lord
and Saviour J esllS Christ. How well, though painful, it is thus to
" take root downward," for without it there can be no " bearing fruit
upward." It is to godly persons thus exercised and really growing in
grace that the poet addresses his well·known hymn :" Christ is the Friend of sinners,
Be that forgotten never;
A wounded soul, and not a whole,
Becomes a true believer."
These are the "broken and contrite hearts, which God will not
despise," and it was of such that our blessed Lord first spoke when
He began His sermon on the mount, " Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven." One great criterion of a true
Christian, and one by which we should judge ourselves, is this-Whose
praise do I love best, man's or God's 1 It is said of the Jews, "they
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God" (St. John xii.
43). What a key is this verse to the case of many professors! Yea,
of many a popular minister! How deeply did godly St. Augustine
lament this evil principle, the love of human applause, as he felt it in
his own heart! But I put the question, Whose praise do you most
love, God's or man's 1 If you are a truly God-taught soul you will
not hesitate which to choose; indeed, you would give up all the world,
if necessary, to retain the sense of God's love and favour in Christ.
But, alas! how do our vain hearts lead us away from this divine
principle! How soon are our holiest, happiest moments forgotten,
and the world again set up in our hearts, and Satan managing to spoil
all our increase! And if it be so with the true believer, how is it with
the professOl: 1 I feel assured in my inmost heart that this question
solves the mystery, as it would otherwise seem, why all popular
preachers, without one exception, preach "yea and nay" instead of
" yea and amen." [A footnote is here inserted, As some of my readers
may not know what I mean by " yea and nay," I would endeavour to
explain it thus. When a preacher begins a sermon, Scripturally
showing the ruin and impotence of man and ascribing salvation to the
grace of God alone, and then before he ends tells· them that God is
•
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desirous to save them, hut cannot because they will not allow Him to
do so-or (to put it difl'erently) that" all who suffer Ohr-ist to make
them alive are elect according to the foreknowledge of God "-this I

call" yea-and-nay" preaching. It is the essence of free-will, and I
pronounce it highly unscriptural-see St. John vi. 37, 44 and 65.]
The answer is, because if they preached" yea and amen," their hearers
would dwindle away as Christ's hearers did in the sixth chapter of
St. John. They know this, and as they do not value the testimony
of God to their ministry, and as they dearly love the praise of men,
they keep on with "yea" as long as their hearers will bear it, and
then to keep up a true balance in the world's esteem, they turn to
"nay." How bitter my own disappointment was upon first discovering
this unfaithfulness in men whom I had been accustomed to revere, I
can never express. And why, my dear brethren, do men so much
dislike to hear of God's sovereignty and election, and of redemption,
efl'ectual calling, and final perseverance? You know quite well it is
because this doctrine excludes boasting, and man is a proud being,
and cannot bear to be laid low and to receive all his salvation as a
free gift.
" What makes mistaken men afraid
Of sovereign grace to preach 1
The reason is, if truth be said,
Because they are so rich.
" Why so ofl'ensive in their eyes
Doth God's election seem?
Because they think themselves so wise
That they have chosen Him."
May this, then, be our endeavour, to love the praise of God more
than the praise of men; nothing of poor human applause will give us
the least comfort in a dying hour, but one smile of the Blessed Jesus
" Will make a dying bed
More soft than downy pillows are."
In speaking of the humiliating efl'ect a true sight of our own hearts
has upon us, Mr. Walker says:What depths of undiscovered treachery and deceit! what heaps of
ignorance! what dangerous quicksands of rage and envy! in a w.ord,
what a scene of ungodliness does the Lord open out to all His children
in their own hearts! A most eminent servant of Christ in the 18th
century thus expresses it:" Of all the fearful conceptions that ever I have conceived of death,
the king of terrors, and the worst imagination that ever I imagined
of ghosts, devils, savages, bears, tigers, lions, and wolves-put them
all together and paint them in the most fearful, frightful, or formidable
light, none ever terrified me so much as a real sight and sense of myself
has done, when I have seen myself in God's light."
This witness is true, and it shows us that the Greek' philosopher's
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advice, Know thyself, set us a lesson more short than easy. But God
teaches all His children something of it, though it takes them all their
lives to learn it.
Again he says, It is a great mercy to be taught what to value in
religion. There are so many parts of a religious profession, k-nowledge,
study, worship, conference or communion with the children of God,
our reputation in the Church, etc., that we are at a loss which to value
most; but if I may venture to give advice on so weighty a subject I
would say, value and esteem above all other things in your religion,
anything which evidently comes direct from God and is written in your
heart by experience. Often when we least expect it, the Lord comes
in with some passage of the Word, and applies it by His Spirit to our
own case, and makes a vivid impression on our hearts; or, it may be,
some solemn occurrence among our neighbours humbles us, and show s
us the hand of God powerfully and manifestly, and we feel Him to be
near,. or, which is best of all, we somehow have a clear and realizing
sense of the love, mercy, majesty and divine dignity and compassion
of Jesus our God-man Mediator; we have a sort of living and feeling
appreciation of what He is, and wish we could always think so of Him.
Well, these are to my mind the jewels of a Christian; they evidently
come from above, and they are proofs that we are favoured of God,
and have found grace in His sight. They may be fw, and usually
are so in the experience of most believers, but they are his jewels, and
I cannot but think they are the only things which will remain with
him in the hour of trial and of death.
" Did Jesus once upon me shine 1
Then Jesus is for ever mine."

•

Dear friends, value and prize a feeling religion. It has struck me
more forcibly this year than ever, how important it is that we should
hold fast to whatever truth God has shown us, and not suffer the
slightest deviation from it. The subtle and sly devices of Satan and
of his servants are all directed to this, to make a believer decline from
the old paths. He will pretend to plead the march of intellect, the
progress of the sciences, the great improvements in all human knowledge
and arts, and why not get on a little faster in religion 1 The answer to
all these insinuations and subtle pleadings is very simple, but very
commonly forgotten, viz.: that God's truth does not alter, and His
Word does not alter, and His Son (Whom savingly to know is eternal
life) does not alter, for He is "the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever," and therefore we are not" to be carried about with divers and
strange doctrines." What we really want is not new views and new
doctrines, and a new translation of the Bible, and new modes of
worship; no, indeed! but the dear old truths which Abraham believed
so blessedly on that bright starlight night when his God "brought
him forth abroad," newly and freshly stamped upon a new heart. If
we get this we shall not want to alter this passage and that of the
Bible, or to prove anything new or questionable about heaven or hell,
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or man's lost state, or the value of his merits, or any such stuff; we
shall" see light in God's light" and shall not need that any man teach
us, for" the same anointing will teach us of all things" (1 St. John
ii. 27).
Fo'r my own part I would rather have a revival of one glimpse of
" the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ," " so as I have seen Him
in the sanctuary," than know the exact meaning of every Hebrew
word in the Bible whilst my heart continued cold and dead. Hold
fast as fundamental truths of the Christian religion, God's eternal
forekn<YWledge of His people, His eternal choice of them, not for what
they were, or for what He foresaw they would be, or anything of the
sort (see Deut. vii. 7,8, and again Deut. ix. 5,6), but becau.<e He would
love them. Hold fast also the absolute necessity to true conversion of
a Divine call to the iudividual soul of each child of God. Also the
truth and reality of what is called Christian experience, and the sure
promise of holding on to the end, and abiding faithful to the end.
There is really no class of doctrine against which the enemy keeps up
so constant and diligent a warfare by all and every means, and by
all and every sort of religious professor (except those who have felt
their hallowing power), as against these dear old-fashioned truths
which our martyred forefathers placed as the foundation of all the
gracious superstructure of Christian doctrine and a Christian life.
What wily devices has the enemy now invented to sap these foundations !
We find loud and zealous professors using the blandest and sweetest
sounding words about " their Jesus," as they call Him, and holding
out what they call a free invitation to sinners to "take Jesus now,"
as they express it, when their very object is to run down the only sure
foundation upon which Jesus will ever save any soul, viz.: His
Father's choice of him in Christ before the foundation of the world
(see St. John vi. 37). Do not, my dear friends, be disheartened by
finding bad men holding good d,()C/,rine,. without such Satan's permitted
work in the world could not be done. Besides, St. Peter and St. J ude
both tell us there will be such men; your way to find them out is
to watch them. Something in life or doctrine will soon transpire to
show their rottenness. A dear man of God once said to me, speaking
on this very subject, "I like the doctrines of grace," but where they are
truly held, I am sure to find the "grace of the doctrines." This is a
Scriptural test, for our Lord says, "Beware of false prophets who
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves;
ye shall kn010 them by their fruits" (St. Matt. vii.). Men of this sort
only destroy the souls of evil men, the sheep of Christ they cannot
destroy, for "none is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand"
(St. John x.). They even benefit a true believer, by compelling him
to learn the difficult lesson, " Cease ye from man" (Isaiah ii.). You
will often hear the doctrine of salvation by free and sovereign grace
without our works or our seeking or anything else of our doing, charged
with leading to licentiousness. Men will call it antinomianism, and
other names of this sort. You know it is not so. But if you observe
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free·will professors narrowly, you will find their doctrine actually does
lead to vice and the indulgence of it; I have known a man who boasted
he had been converted at a revival, confess he had fallen into sin again;
but (observe the effect of free· will doctrine) he added" It is no great
matter, for there is to be a revival again next week, and I shall get
my soul c<Ynverted again! " This was, of course, an awful instance of
profaneness, but it springs naturally out of the doctrine of conversion
by man's power. Now, free-grace experience is the very death of antinomianism, a man who has received the gracious love-tokens of a
pardoning, 'redeeming Saviour, and His promise of eternal life, may be
entrapped into sin by the subtilty of the enemy, but he cannot, he
cannot possibly, treat sin or conversion with levity; no! he never can
again regard either one or the other without a sense of holy awe upon
his spirit. Settle it, therefore, in your minds, once for all, that the
true source of all holiness is a full, free, and unmerited salvation.
As I get older my religion seems to me to get smaller and smaller.
I think I understand what old John Newton meant when he heard
some young people talking religion and seeming to know rather too
much: "When I was young," he said, "I thought I knew a great
many things; but now I am old I seem only to know two things,
one is that I am a sinner, and the other is that Jesus Christ is my
Saviour." So it is with us all as we get older in the Christian race,
our religion solidifies (if I may so say) and goes into a smaller compass;
but it retains every really valuable quality it ever had; it becomes
more private and less public; more deep and less wide; more useful
and less noisy; more settled and less easily shaken "by every wind
of doctrine"; and we acquire a habit (if I may so express it) of
expecting less and less from the world, and more and more from our
Saviour and King. Hence disappointments in the world are less
distracting to us, and though our pl~de is as great as ever, it is not
quite so easily wounded as it used to be. Religion condenses down
into " receiving and enjoying," " fighting and conquering."
" Strong in the strength which God supplies,
Through His eternal Son."
The world cannot see these conflicts, but it should see the fruit of them.
Dear brethren: "the time is short," occupy till your Saviour
returns, and gather up your jewels. Esteem private communion
with God above all other things,. pray about everything. Never mind
the distinction between worldly things and spiritual things; everything
which affects our spiritual peace and joy is, in so far, a spiritual thing.
It may be the high price of food, or the illness of a child, or the rudeness
of a neighbour, or the loss of a servant, or the dishonesty of a customer,
or the inconveuient state of your dwelling, or a thousand other small
things of this sort; now, the question is not how small or how large
these things may appear to another person, but how do they affect
your own soul? Everything in your bodily health or in your domestic
relations, or in your temporal circumstances which causes clouds and
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darkness, or sin in your own soul, is a subject suitable for prayer.
We need a Mediator between us and God the Father, but we need no
mediator between us and Jesus. We may take our case with all its
minute circumstances to Him, just as the leper in St. Matt. viii. did.
And' how did He always behave 1 Kindly, tenderly, lovingly, encouragingly, and with almighty power to save. Such He was yesterday,
such He is to-day, and such He will be for ever. And remember,
my dear brethren, your jewels will soon be all you can call your own.
Youth, health, strength, money, lands, houses, wife, children, friends,
will all soon bid you a long farewell; ask yourself what you have
that you can take away with you. Have you not "treasure in the
heavens which faileth not 1" and have you not" provided yourselves
bags which are not old 1" Well, then, keep your eye often upon
these. We complain of a worldly spirit, and 'well we may, but to
view and review our heavenly treasure would be the best antidote to
its indulgence.
ON ANSWERS TO PRAYER.

One thing concerning Christ's divinely gracious character struck
me with great force this year. I was led to see His majesty, and yet
His meekness, His knowledge, and yet His silence. After I had been
led to consider this blessed subject, I found it all comprised in the first
chapter of Acts. There we find the apostles asking their risen Lord
whether He would at that time restore the kingdom to Israel. He
did not say yes or no to the question, but told them it was not tor
them to know it. "He Himself knew what He would do." But
mark what follows in Luke xxiv. He led them out to Bethany, " and
lifted up His hands and blessed. them." How truly Godlike was this!
As much as to say, Though I do not answer all your questions, yet I
bless you. Hence I learn that His silence to many of our prayers is
no hindrance to our receiving eternal blessings from Him. Think
of this when you seem left to go without the guidance you expected,
and remember, though Jesus does not seem to answer you, He can
bless you nevertheless.
Perhaps some will read this who are ministers themselves. If so,
it may encourage them to hear the miuisterial experience of one of
their brethren during so long a period (twenty-seven years) 'as I have
named above; and, dear brethren, forgive me if I seem a little
egotistical, for we can only "speak that we do know, and testify
that which we have ourselves seen."
Well then, for my first remark, I have found my Lord and Master
Jesus Christ the very kindest, most condescending, most forgiving,
most helpful, most patient and most enduring Master. What histories
could I give of His unnumbered mercies to me! What accounts
of His kindness, of His forbearance, when my sins have called for
strokes! Of His gracious assistance in my work when I have been
almost at my wits' end what to do next! Of His tender compassion
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in relieving my bodily suffering someti~es on the Lord's-day! .We
talk of miracles having ceased, but I think my. brethren will be able
to confirm my words when I say I often find Him still working miracles,
"for God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the
earth" (Ps. lxxiv. 12). And as to His enduring us with much longsuffering when we provoke Him by our stupidity and perverseness,
what can we say sufficiently honourable ~ And of His condescending
to give a blessing on our feeble and confused and ignorant preaching,
what shall we say ~ For myself, my experience during all the years
I have preached has been, that those sermons which I have been most
ashamed of have been most useful to others, and that I have been
often reduced to being sensibly to myself " a fool, that I might be
wise" (1 Cor. iii. 18). And how weighty have those words often
been t{). me: "We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us" (2 Cor.
iv. 7). Also I think we may see that our ministry, if spiritual,
is part of that" government" which is "upon Christ's shoulder";
for how often have preachers tried their very best to meet
some believer's case, or to shed light upon some difficulty, or
to brihg home conviction to some heart, and utterly failed; whereas
some day when they are only" drawing the bow at a venture," the
arrow lights with divine power and certainty upon some heart they
little intended. Surely one thing we should learn from these things
is, to love Christ·more and more, and to commit with more confidence,
and leave to Him, the results of our labours. For want of this love
to- Christ, and confidence iu Him, and by reason of a natural affection
(1 do not wish to speak unkindly) working merely by natural motives,
we find endless schemes set on foot by men who seem very little
sensible of their own ignorance, for converting and" saving souls" as
they term it.' God forbid that 1 should say a word harshly or disparagingly of the motives for such efforts; but 1 am deeply persuaded
in my own heart that all efforts which go on the principle that we can
either convert sinners or edily saints by any natural means will prove
disappointing in the end. Humbling as it may appear to our selfesteem, the proper motto for us to carry in our hearts when we are
doing any godly work should be: "Except the Lord build the house,
they labour in vain that build it."
Let no bne suppose I have not exactly the same pang go through
my heart when I see the evil conversation of the wicked, as the most
zealous revivalist or total abstinence lecturer. I am often filled with
real and enduring anguish of mind to see their evil ways, and would
gladly lend a hand t{) anything which would even a little mitigate
their miseries. 1 do not stand aloof from such thinp:s becanse I do not,
as it is termed, " love souls; " 1 hope 1 do as much as anyone, But
we must not look upon human efforts to benefit the souls of sinners,
or to ameliorate their social miseries, as any more than what they are,
and that is, tentative and remedial measures, Of course, 1 am not
now speaking of what is called the doctrine geuerally adopted by
'4
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reviva,lists. If this goes upon free-will principles, then surely God
will not largely honour it. I am speaking of the expectations we may
have from such efforts when they are c.onducted upon right principle'" ;
and even then we may be left'to say, with a far greater man than any
of ourselves, " All the day long I have stretched forth my hands in
vain." But it does not follow that therefore thev are without a
blessing; the seven thousand in Israel who had not -worshipped Baal
were hidden from Elijah till God revealed the fact. And so it is now.
Here one, and there another, "one of a city, and two of a family,"
and many not known to fame, are walking in the narrow way, and will
at last meet" before the throne of God and of the Lamb." Our rule
should be, "Judge nothing before the time, till the Lord come," and
let us never doubt but His Word accomplishes what" He 'pleases,
and prospers in the thing whereto He sends it.". This is my first
remark on the ministry. I must make one more: the holy apostle
St. Paul says, "I have learned in whatsoever state I am therewith
to be content" (Phi!. iv.). Now, I think very few other men learnt
that lesson as he had learnt it; yet some of us have a clearer glimpse
than others of his meaning. For myself, I think I see a little of the
path that led him to it, and I \vill put it thus: .wI>y should we be
afraid to be bruught low? We all dread and avoid it by all means
and every artifice we can devise. But why should we do so 1 We
are not nearly so much afraid of prosperity, which is a far more dangerous
condition. It seems to me that this points to " lurking motive of
self-seeking pride. FN if it was God's honour that we steadily and
honestly sought, why should we not be as well satisfied to be the
instruments of promoting that honour whilst humbled and kept low
ourselves, as when we are personally in a more prosperous and
flourishing condition 1 Have I really learnt a part of this lesson, or
do I only think I have done so, when I say, never be afrai,l to be IJrought
low? My experience has been, "I was brought low and He helped
me," "He giveth grace to the lowly." When God in His providenCfl
calls a minister to perform any work for Him, and at the same time
seems to bring him low, and as we should say, unfit him for that work,
then is the time to look out for His effectual help. "I will help thee "
is then His gracious word to His poor servant. How often have I
found this! Oh, the times I have gone into the pulpit, empty and
stripped of all knowledge, power, understanding, and everything
fitted to encourage my hope of a blessing. How often have I, at
such times, come down covered with confusion and shame, begging
pardon for my stupidity and presumption! But I can scarcely
remember an instance of this but what the Lord has blessed the Word
to some poor soul among my hearers. Now, what lesson should a
minister learn from this 1 Surely, to trust more, and to be less afraid
of being bruught low. I fancy the real fact is, we think if the vessel
is ~lled with our own preparation, our own learning, our own diligence,
our own clear view of the subject, and so on, all must prosper; then
to show us that all this, by itself, will avail nothing, the Lord comes in,

The Gospel Magazine.

371

and puts dishonour upon it all. On the contrary, when we have been
humbled, brought low, and" emptied of self," as it is expressed, the
Lord graciously pours in a little of His divine treasure, and we are
enabled to pour it out for the edification of His people, for His glQry
but not for our own. This thought has sometimes reconciled me to
very humbling dispensations. But let no one suppose I imagine I
have fully learnt even this small part of St. Paul's lesson; still, let
ministers aim to learn it, and they will find the great Teacher very
kind in .helping them. He says, "Learn of Mp, for I am meek and
lowly in heart" (St. Matt. xi).
I hope these remarks will be pardoned, though they seem so
egotistical, and let me observe, they apply quite as much to hearers
as to preachers, if we look at them aright. Every true Christian,
hearer as well as preacher, has to take up the cross and follow Christ.
[Copied from New Year Addresses written by the late Rev. Robed
Walker, M.A., by his daughter, Frances M. Lamont.]
26, Pembroke Road, Clifton.
Bristol, May, 1907.

BOAZ AND RUTH.
ON Naomi's part some things are to be considered as preliminary to
the marriage of Boaz and Ruth. The good woman's heart was set
upon seeking rest; a comfortable and honourable settlement for her
daughter Ruth, who had voluntarily become partaker with her in her
afflictions; that she might have no reason to say that the God of
Israel was to her as a barren wilderness, after she had forsaken her
kindred and native gods for the love she bore to a mother in Israel.
"Shall I not seek rest for thee, my daughter, that it may be well
with thee 1" . . . Jerusalem is always tender towards her daughters,
the spouse is solicitous for the happiness of her companions, and the
Church in this case will use Naomi's words, and say, " Shall I not seek
lest for thee, my daughter, that it may be well with thee 1" Shall I
not bow my knee to the Father of mercies, and make earnest supplication
for thee before our common God, our near Kinsman 1 Shall I not
point out before thee the good footsteps of the ancient flock, that thop.
mayest apprehend the good, old, and perfect way 1 She revealed unto
Ruth the nearness of relation subsisting between herself and Boaz.
Naomi tells her, " The man is near of kin to us"; and no doubt had
instructed her in the Mosaic law, in reference to the obligation upon
the near kinsman . . . prior to her approaching unto Boaz in the
threshing floor. The Gospel Church, in virtue of the ministry of the
Word in her assemblies, reveals to seeking souls, to strangers come to
glean in their Redeemer's field, His affinity by blood to the children
of men, especially those who are divorced from a legal hope . . . the
sinner who is dead to the law, who can no longer hope to live upon
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his own well rloiilg, may assure himself also .that Jesus IS his God,
his Friend and Brother, born on purpose for the adversity of the soul.
Naomi directs her daughter to seek out his retreat, and to come
privately to his feet, make confession of the identity of her person,
prefer her supplication to him, and even put him in mind of his duty
to her as the near kinsman, under whose shadow she was come to trust.
Such instructions are likewise exhibited by the ChUl:ch to her followers
and attached friends as yet unprovided for with comfort in Israel.
Seek Him in private, when no eye but that of Heaven is upon thee;
come secretly to His feet, and lay thy helpless, desolate state open
before before His seat of mercy; freely confess the baseness of thine
original; He will not despise thee on account of the hole of the pit from
whence thou wast digged. . . . Naomi encourages Ruth patiently
to wait the issne of the enterprise, assuring her that it would finally
prove to her advantage (chap. iii. 18). "Sit still, my daughter, until
thou knowest how the matter will fall; for the man will not rest until
he have finished the thing this day." . . . Ruth considered herself
as a poor ignorant Moabitess, unacquainted with the laws of Israel ;
therefore she resolves implicitly to obey her mother in all things.
" All that thou sayest to me I will do." . . . . When Ruth lay at the
feet of Boaz she declared who and what she was, "I am Ruth,
thine handmaid," a woman made drunk with affiiction, desolation, and
sorrow. So freely does the poor sinner make confession at the feet of
the Saviour. I alll Ruth, the poor Moabitish damsel, drawn away
by the good report I have heard of thy land and country: I alll a
guilty descendant of apostate Adam; one who justly merits Thy
wrath and indignation, yet look up to the seat of mercy: one who
may justly be sent down to hell to take up my abode with devils and
damned spirits, but would fain obtain an inheritance with Thy sanctified
ones: one who has destroyed myself by transgression, yet looks up
unto Thee for help and pardon; Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Like Ullto Ruth, you will make supplication to Jesus, whilst you
lie in suspense at His feet, saYing, I pray Thee, spread Thy wing over
thine handmaid, and cast not out a poor helpless sinner, who is come.
to trust in Thy shadow: cover me with the robe of righteousness, and
clothe me with the garments of salvation. As further directed by
Naomi, she pleads his kindred, " Thou art a near kinsman;" and so
may the sinner plead with Jesus, and use his relation as an argument to
win His regard: for Jesus is thy God, thy Kinsman, 0 sensible sinner!
And thon mayest as warrantably aspire to the blessings of His grace.
and complete salvation as she might aspire to this honourable relation.
She had the word to warrant her conduct; thou hast the same. Thy
Jesus will take thy trusting in His salvation as lUuch a kindness as
Boaz took the conduct of Ruth, and He will do all that thou requirest
of"Him. Allow me to say, that in seeking after the blessed Jesus, and
desiring to be fOUlld in Him, thou art aspiring to the greatest honour
God can confer upon a mortal worm; and by so doing thou pleasest
and honourest Him; for He is glorified by giving, rather than by
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receIvmg. Ruth renounced all other society for the sake of Boaz,
even before she knew that he would act the part of a kinsman wwarde
her; and in this she shadows forth the poor, convinced, sensible
sinner.. ',' The things in which he fomIerly delighted are become
his shame and burden; every past pleasure is become the parent of
present pain; the company from whom he could not refrain are
now quite disgusting to him, all of which are to others, if not to himself,
so many convincing evidences that the Spirit of God has begun the
work of sanctification with power in the soul, and are to the Church
a manifest a,~surance of the enlargement of the captive from his prison
and fetters, , .. Blessed are they, and only they, who are not offended
with the person, grace, and righteousness of Jesus. When Christ
comes into the soul, in a convincing and converting way, His business
is to winnow; by the breath of His fan to distmb the chaff, and draw
forth our latent corruptions to view; to put our hope to the trial,
and manifest its foundation to be but sand; to discover the
emptiness and insuffieiency of all creature dependence and delights,
and bring the soul to an entire submission to the righteousness of God.
How stripping this season! when all heart-goodness, integrity of
intention, sincere endeavours to please, strong reeolutions to amend,
and supposed capacity to will and do, flies before the Word, in the
,hand of the Spirit of God, as chaff before the wind of the fan. . . .
I pity those who are strangers to these winnowing influences of the
Gospel, which I consider, upon good ground, as essential to final
salvation. . . . Boaz, it is recorded of him that he took up his lodging
for the night by the heap of corn, which, without any force put upon
this transaction, may lead us naturally enough to contemplate the
presence of Christ with His people. If ever yoiI would see Jesus;
if you would obtain any favour at His merciful hand, you had best
look for Him by the heap of wheat, seek HiuI in, the threshing-floor
amongst the assemblies of His people. His presenee is promised in a
peculiar manner to His assem bled Chureh. "Wherever two or three
are met together in My name, there am I in the midst of them to bless
them," are the words of the true and faithful Witness. Here are no
stipulated conditions; but the promise is absolute, and the grace is
certain. As sure as you meet together in the name of Christ, so sure
is He present ,vith you to bless you, either in one sense or other; only
then examine well into the motives of your meeting, whether you
indeed meet in the name of Christ; if you do, there is no more reason
to doubt His spiritual presence with you than there is to doubt His
corporeal presence being now in heaven. It was with his eye upon
this truth that the apostle thus cautions the believing Hebrews" to
hold fast the profession of their faith without wavering, not forsaking
the assembling of themselves together, as the manner of some was"
(ehap. x. 25). And why this care to keep up a conscientious assembling
of yOllrselves together if there was not some peculiar privilege connected
with it ~ And what privilege can there be abstracted from the
presence of Jesns with His assembled people 1 . . . To meet
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conscientiously, to meet constantly with His assembled Church, in His
appointed way, and where, therefore, ye may warrantably expect His
presence, and hope for the blessings of His redemption. Ruth lay at
the feet of Boaz; she waited till midnight, dark midnight, before he
spoke to her; this is frequently the case with those who seek to Jesus
for life; He puts their faith, hope and patience to the fullest trial
before He is pleased to manifest His loving-kindness. . . . The blackest
cloud was drawn oyer Joseph's fortune just before his advancement
to goyernment. . . . It was at midnight God visited Jacob at Bethel ;
at midnight He condescended to be wrestled with by the same patriarch
at Peniel. In the night of darkness light shines forth; on the monnt
of straits deliyerance is revealed. When brought to his feet, Boaz
makes Ruth explain jlerself. Who art thou? What dost thou want
with me? I am Ruth . . . an helpless Moabitess. What dost thou
want? speak plain, and show me thy request. . . . Spread, I pray
thee, thy skirt over me, for I am come to seek a settlement in the
Lord's inheritance; for the sake of which I haye left my father's,house
and the idols of my native land. Jesus also brings His people to an
explanation of their base original and heart·alienation from God; of
what they deem most valuable for time and eternity; and for what
purpose they enquire of Him ; for He will be enquired of. Although
all blessings are laid up in Him, He will have His blessings sought for
by earnest prayer and supplication. Good reason indeed that we
should lie low at those blessed feet, for they once werc pierced for our
salvation. And 0, sinner! with what freedom mayest thou
open thy case to the Friend and Confidant of perishing sinners; for He
is an Israelite indeed, in Whom there is no guile. . . . Go to Him alone,
as she did, and according to His own direction, so shalt thou prosper
in the suit prefeued. Having brought Ruth to an explanation, Boaz
dealt honourably with her, and spake to her only the words of kindness
and compassion. . . . Boaz gives her encouragement to wait in
expectation of what he would do for her. "And now, my daughter.
fear not: I will do to thee all that thou requirest." This is also an
emblem of the conduct of Jesus towards His people. It is not always,
perhaps yery seldom, that He is pleased to manifest Himself to them
on their first application to Him; but usually gives some staying,
encouraging, supporting word before He makes Himself fully known
to His people as their own Jesus, their all-sufficient Redeemer. There
is a set time to fayour sensibly, and Jesus must do all things decently
and in order; according to the customs of Israel, must regulate the
dispensations of His grace by the purposes of Infinite Wisdom, and
take the Moabites honourably to his bosom. But, 0 seeking soul,
He will go about it, He will not be at rest till He has finished thy deliverance; and in the meanwhile thou shalt live upon His benefits, and
His bounties shall sustain thee.-Extract from the writin1Js of the late
J. MACGOWAN.
THERE is a way to hell from the yery summit of self-righteousness.
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THE EXCELLENCY OF PRAYER.

By THE LATE WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, S.S.
1.
PRIVATE prayer is the Christian's court-visit to his God. The life
and breath of his soul; it is the ascent of the heart to the Almighty,
and.its returns are the descent of Christ to the soul's help. Prayer is
the assuasion of grief, the easement of a burdened heart, and the vent
of a joyful one. It is the rich savour of mystical incense-the overflowing of a living fountain-an all-prevailing sacrifice and the delight
of the Almighty. Moreover, it is the greatest, best, most blessed
and most glorious privilege with which perishing sinners ever were
favoured.

11.
Prayer is a defence against the spirit of this world; a bar to the
inroads of vanity; a maul upon the head of the old man; and a lash
of scorpions for the devil. It is a bridle in the jaws of a persecutora spell to a voracious enemy-a dagger at the heart of a heretic-a
key to parables and dark sayings-and a battering ram on the walls
of salvation; for" the kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence, and
the violent take it by force" (Matt. xi. 12).
III.
Prayer from the lips of a blind beggar compelled the Sun of
Righteousness to stand still, and give light to one who till then had
been-in darkness (Luke xviii. 35--43). It brought the Ancient of Days
to dwell in a bush (Exod. iii. 4), and even a worm by this simple means
has "held the King of kings in the galleries" (Cant. vii. 5); yea,
Omnipotence itself, held by its fervent power, has been constrained
to say, "Let me go, for the day breaketh," but dust and ashes replied,
" I will not let Thee go except Thou bless me "; and God blessed him
there, and allowed that Himself had been conquered, and honoured
His antagonist by styling him " A Prevailer with God" (Gen. xxxii.
24-29. Thus was Judah's Lion overcome, and the lame man gained
the victory.
'

IV.
Prayer uncloses the bountiful hand of God, opens the door of mercy,
retains Christ on the throne of the affections, and covers every rival
and usurper with shame and confusion of face. It is the believer's
Royal Exchange, where he may take his cares, burdens, snares and
troubles, his vexations, temptations, doubts and fears, his misgivings
of heart, sorrows of mind, hardness of heart and ingratitude, together
with his faintness, unbelief, spiritual jealousy and rebellion; also
all his disorders: the leprosy of sin, the evil within, the plague of his
heart, or the plague of his head, with deaf ears, blind eyes, feeble
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knees, languid hands, halting feet, and a stiff neck. He may there
take all his oppositions, persecutions, false charges, slanderous
accusations, vile reproaches, and there get ·rid of and leave them all.
Our Saviour compared His followers to " exchangers" (Matt. xxv. 27) ;
and such they are, for in return for these troubles they receive from
their heavenly Banker numberless deliverances, blessings, and mercies;
many refreshings, renewings, revivals, and restorations, together with
fresh discoveries, love-tokens, wholesome truths, profound mysteries,
glorious glimpses, bright prospects, terrestrial views, undoubted
evidences, infallible proofs, heavenly lessons, confirming visit.~,
conspicuous deliverances, earnests, pledges, and foretastes; reviving
cordials, valuable banknotes in exceeding great and precious promises,
payable this very day and every day throtU]k life, and even to millions
of ages after date, signed, sealed, and delivered by J ehovah Himself,
the" God that cannot lie" (Titus i. 2).

V.
Prayer has often scattered the confederate enemies of the soul,
marred the schemes of opponents (Neh. vi. 14); frustrated the tokens
of liars, and made diviners mad. It counteracts the designs of Satan
and his emissaries; it hath made the minister of truth to be an enemy
to the world, the successfnl rival of impostors in the pulpit, the envy
of hypocrites, an eyesore to the devil, the admiration of perishing
sinners, a spectacle to the world, and a wonder to himself. He prays
to his "Father in secret, and his Father, Who seeth in secret, has
engaged to reward him openly" (Matt. vi. 6). By prayer the poor
come up from the dust, and the beggar from the dunghill, sit among
t)J.e princes of God's people, and inherit the throne of glory. .Prayer
in faith has brought in countless providential mercies, as well as
spiritual blessings; God could have granted them all without aaking,
but has condescended to honour this exercise by saying, "For all
these things I will be enquired of by the house of Israel, that I may
do it for them" (Ezek. xxxvi. 37).

. VI.
Prayer hath brought the souls of some, when departed, back into
their bodies again (1 Kings xvii. 17-24; 2 Kings iv. 32-37). It
engages the Almighty on the side of the suppliant and establishes an
alliance with God. It has stopped the bottles of heaven for three
years years and six months, and opened them again at the expiration
of that term (James v. 17, 18). Yea, it hath brought a miraculous
plenty into the house of a poor widow, while destruction and
famine were reigning all around in universal triumph (1 Kings xvii.
8-16). "All things are possible to him that believeth" (Mark ix.
23). And" all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye
shall receive" (Matt: xxi. 22). Prayer hath brought health to the
sick, hearing to the deaf, speech to the. dumb, eyes to the blind, life
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to the dead, salvation to the lost; and hath driven the devil himself
from the hearts of many, and brought the God of heaven to dwell in
his room.
VII.
Prayer is pouring out the soul unto God, and showing before Him
our tronbles (Psa. cxlii. 2); it is "casting our cares upon Him Who
careth for us" (1 Peter v. 7, and our burdens upon Him in Whom we
say, "We have righteousness and strength." It is opening the heart,
the mind, and the mouth to Him Who hath said, "Call upon Me in
the day of trouble, I will deliver Thee, and thou shalt glorify Me "
(Psa. I. 15). It is opening to Him Who is the well·beloved of His
people, and Who has said, "Let Me hear thy voice, let Me see thy face,
for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely" (Cant. ii. 14').
It is besieging the everlasting hngdom" moving the throne of grace,
and knocking importunately at the door of mercy, encouraged by
the promise, " Knock and it shall be opened unto you" (Matt. vii. 7).

VIII.
In prayer we must take no denial. If we have but a feeling sensc
of our wants, a Scriptural warrant to go upon, or one promise to plead,
we must sue, argue, reason, plead, supplicate, intercede, confess,
acknowledge, thank, bless, praise, adore, repeat, importune, observe, take
hold of, and turn to advantage whatsoever may be of use to the soul.
SiIlllers, sensible of their lost estate by nat~e who feel their need and
poverty, have many invitations, encouragements, precedents, and
promises. They have under the teachings of the Holy Spirit the
Covenant of Jehovah, the oath of God, the merits of Christ, and all
His Covenant engagements, undertakings and performances; the
Covenant character He sustains, His incarnation and near relationship
to them, together with all the glorious train of Divine perfections
found in the proclamation of the Name of God to Moses (Exod. x=iv.
6, 7), to plead and rely upon, for these all sweetly harmonize, 'and
brightly shine in Christ 'crucified, Who has never O1we yet d'isapp6inted
the hope of a penitent sinner, but has graciously said, "Come unto
Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest"
(Matt. xi. 28). His promises, like Himself, are unchangeable, and this
one of them, "Him that cometh unto Me, I will in nowise cast out ..
(John vi. 37).
" The Christian's heart his prayer indites,
He speaks as prompted from within;
The Spirit his petition writes,
And Christ receives and gives it in.
" If pain afflict, or wrongs oppress,
If cares distract, or fears dismay,
If guilt deject, if sin distress,
The remedy's before thee-Pray."
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ALONE, YET NOT ALONE.

SOLITUDE is well adapted for meditation. A quiet hour or two in the
study is often coveted by those whose engagements are almost incessant
and wearying; and yet who can so command his thoughts as to ensure
profitable meditation 1 The mechanical act of prostrating the body
before the Lord, or of causing the eye to fall upon some portion of the
Word, is comparatively easy; but is the soul always prostrate with
the body 1 Does the eye of the understanding always accompany the
bodily eye 1 Alas! no; the reverse is ·too often the case. Often the
groan and the sigh, escaping from the lips, proclaim the fact that the
mind has been wandering; that the believer is fearful of coming under
the condemnation of "This people draweth nigh unto Me with their
lips, but their heart is far from Me." And who can say that when
his door is closed, he will still be ALONE 1 Can he be said to be alone
who hath a troop of evil thoughts, a troop of cold, calculating, sceptical
surmisings; a troop of unbelieving and rebellious cogitations, whose
sole delight seems to be to annoy and disturb his thoughts on better
things, and to keep him from the throne of grace by hindering his
prayers 1 But, blessed be God, we do not desire to be ALONE. When
we commune with our hearts and are still, is it not that we may have
the still, small voice of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, testifying to
our sonship, our inheritance, our 9irthright, our blessing, and our
blessedness? When we close our door upon the world, upon the
stranger that intermeddleth not with our joy-yea, for a season, upon
the dear family of the Most High also, is it not that we may hear the
voice of our dear Elder Brother saying, "Let Me hear thy voice, let
Me see thy countenance; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance
is comely"; and that' we may reply, "Draw me, and we will run
after Thee" 1 Is it not that we may feel emphatically what our Lord
Himself said, "I am not ALONE, but My Father is with Me "? I am
n9t alone. Woe be to .him that is alone when he falleth. It is not
good for man to be alone. The Lord is with His own, whether they
know it or not. He will not leave them alone; they shall be holden
up or raised up; they shall be strengtltened or comforted. He will
speak peace. Desolate soul thou mayest call thyself; but He hath
said they shall not be calleel desolate. None of them that trust in
Him shall be desolate.
If we would know the Lord, I am persuaded we must know ourselves,
know our own helplessness, folly, viciousness, depravity, capability
and readiness for all evil. This will make us value a complete salvation
and a Saviour who AI,ONE bore our transgressions, trod the winepress,
gained the victory, and Who hath said, "I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you." Blessed Jesus, be it unto me according to
Thy Word. When alone may I never be lonely, but rejoice in Thy
presence and Thy love. Even so. Amen.
Astley, April 13th, 1849.

ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
(FROM" THE ENGLISH CHURCHMAN.")

"ONE hunched 'years "-well might the beautifully-penned Report
which Mr. Hazelton, the Society's most sympathetic and capable
Secretary, has again prepared as the record of another and the hundredth
year in the Society's history say, "This means a century of blessing
from Him Who put the thought of founding the institution into the
hearts of the young people, who, on that August evening in 1807,
prayerfully planted the acorn, which has taken such deep root and
grown to such a strong and wide-spreading tree, under which more
than 8,130 aged and weary travellers to the' city which hath foundations' have found shelter and peace as the shadows have lengthened
and the feather-weights of yesterday have become the pressing burdens
of to-day."
At the end of a century, after one hUlidred years which have witnessed
some of the most remarkable changes in the world's history; during
which religion has been affected and men talk of the "changing
sanctions," it is cause for thankfulness that there remain those that
abide faithful, and amongst them is the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
It remains what it was in 1807, a testimony first and foremost to the
distinctive truths of the Gospel. These were indeed "precious" to
the young fonnders, and have been "precious" to the succeeding
generations of the Society's supporters. The present Board deem it
increasingly important to adhere steadfastly to its declaration, and
they believe that the blessing of God and the prosperity which has
attended the Society are the direct results of faithfulness to the truths
of the infallible Word. The centenary of such a God-honoured work
is, of course, an occasion for great thankfulness. We rejoice that it is
being marked by special contributions, and if the million shillings
which some ardent friends of the Institutions suggested are not received,
at least some noble sum is assured, and it is hoped through this memorial
effort that the sustentation of the Hornsey Rise Homes will cease to be
a charge on the income of the Society. The Centenary Memorial Fund
. at the present time has reached nearly £4,000, and it is hoped-a hope
in which we share, and beg our readers to help in assuring-that double
this sum for this special object will be contributed by t'he end of this
year. The Teal and lively interest awakened by this auspicious event
was shown by the large number of the friends and supporters of the
Institution who gathered in the beautiful Egyptian Hall of the Mansion
House on Monday afternoon, May 6th. We have before alluded to
the fa;;r scenes and national celebrations v.-itnessed in this historic
chamber, but it is never more fittingly used than when it becomes the
venue for pleading" for the Lord's aged poor. Lord Kinnaird was a
sympathetic Chairman, and with him on the platform were Canon
Girdlestone, Sir C. R. Lighton,::. Bart., the Rev. Dr. Rumfitt, the Rev.
W. Sinden, the Rev. J. K. Popham, the Treasurers, Mr. F. A. Bevan
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and Mr. A. Hayles, and a number of members of the Board of Management, including Messrs. E. Can, B. Firminger, W. Bumstead, G. Savagc,
A-. Boulden, T. W. Nunn, J. Townsend, G. Doudney, S. Combridge,
G. Francis, J. B. Collins, and W. J. FaI1:ner. After the devotional
exercises, conducted by the Rev. Dr. Rumfitt, Mr. Hazelton presented
some extracts from the Cent<lnary Report, which showed that since
the foundation of the Society upwards of £377,000 had been distributed
in pel~sions. The principles and methods were again pointed out by
Mr. Hazelton. Undenominational, it was still definitcly Scriptural
and Protestant. Its object was to assist the poor and aged of the
"household of faith." Inquiries were often made as to the meaning
of these words, and he referred them to Galatians vi. 10, where they
occur, and which verse differentiates the members of this family from
"alll)1en." The pensioners lived in all parts of the United Kingdom,
and belonged to various Protestant denominations, and but for the
aid given many of them would probably have drifted into the workhouse. The income during the past year had suffered from the deaths
of several large contributors, -but while the vacant places had been
supplied the amounts of the subscriptions had been less. In reviewing
the income, the C{)mmittee felt they could say, "The Lord is able to
give thee much more than this." The number of pensioners was 1,6401,
and during the past year the pensions amounted to £11,305. There
were 208 ten-guinea pensions, 938 on- the seven-guinea list, 268 upon
thefive-gninea, and the remainder are approved candidates who will be
advanced in rotation" to the five-guinea pension as soon as the funds
permit.· During the year the Committee have placed 100 on this
pension, and they propose to elect, in J line next, forty pensioners to the
"teu-guinea pension, in commemoration of the Centenary, in addition
to the ten to be raised, under the Rule, without election. 720 of the
pensioners live in London and 921 in the country. Only 14 per cent
are men. The pensioners again benefited from the late Mr. Morton's
munificent gift to the extent of £3,277 15s. during the year. It is to
be noted that nearly two-thirds of the amount available under the
will have now been paid over, henCe the remittances are being reduced,
and not far hence will cease. The four Homes at Hornsey Rise,
Camberwell, Brighton, and Stamford Hill maintain 180 pensioners, 120
at Hornsey Rise, entailing a sum of £2,000 for the maintenance of the
buildings, 41 at Camberwell, 10 at Stamford Hill, and 7 at Brighton.
Mr. Hazelton paid a well-deserved tribute to the lady visitors who, at
the Homes, and "in the payment of many of the out-pensioners, render
invaluable service to the Institution. Several of the ladies have for
many years thus aided the Society, and their experience is of the
greatest use in the domestic department of the Homes. The late Earl
of Shaftesbury, at one of the meetings of the Society, said: "This is
pre-emlnently- the age of the ministry of women," and without their
aid the Society would be bereft of one of its most valuable features.
Lord Kinnaird, in his remarks from the chair, said the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society, whose centenary they were celebrating that day, was
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an organization which must of necessity appeal to all God's people. He
hoped that it would receive continued and increased support, and
that new friends would take the place of the old supporters who had
been taken to their rest.
Sir C. Robert Lighton, Bart., moved the following resolution:
" That the lOOth Annual Report of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society,
with the Reports of the Homes, be hereby adopted, with heartfelt
gratitude to the God and Father of all our mercies for His goodness to
the Institution for so long a period and for the blessing which has
rested upon it during the past year, and that the Report be circulated
amongst the subscribers, and the Committee be elected for the current
year." Sir Robert said it required no oratorical powers to commend
the resolution to the approbation of his hearers. It appealed in everyway to those who called themselves Christian. He liked the phrase,
"The Household of Faith," and for the reason that they ought to
bear one another's burdens, especially those of the household of faith,
the work of the Society should appeal to them. Another reason was
its adherence to the foundation of God's Holy Word.
The Rev. Canon Girdlestone, in seconding, said that no one could
read the Report without being filled with feelings of the deepest
gratitude, and the desire that the Society's most u~eful work might
be'increased and extended. He thought that the Chancellor of the
Exchequer when he came to deal with the subject of old-age pensions
could not do better than hand over a large sum' of money to that
Society to dispense in pensions. He was sure no organization could
manage the money better or more wisely.
The resolution was supported by Sir William Godsell and Mr. F. A.
Bevan (who took the chair on its being vacated by Lord Kinnaird),
and it was carried unanimously.
The Rev. J. K. Popham moved, and the Rev. W. Sinden seconded,
the following resolution, which was also carried unanimously: "That
the Centenary Memorial Fund for the permanent maintenance of the
Homes is urgently necessary, and this meeting heartily commends ,it
to the sympathy and support of all friends of Aged Pilgrims, as commemorative of the goodness and mercy of the Lord our God to this
Society, during one hundred years, thus setting the seal of His approval
upon the Scriptural and definite foundation upon which its operations
have been conducted and upon which the Committee desire ever 'to
maintain'them."
Mr. A. Hayles moved, and \\ir. Firminger seconded, a vote of thanks
to the Chairman and to the Lord Mayor for granting the use of
the Mansion House, after which the meeting was closed with the
Benedict,ion.
.
.

"

SOCRATES said of his enemies, "They may kill me, but they cannot
hurt me." So afflictions may kill us, but they cannot hurt us; they
may take away my life, but they cannot take away my God, my Christ;
my crown.-Brooks.
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"Jtotestant lSeacon.
MULTUM: IN PARVO.
IT Iias been known for some time past that the Bishop of Exeter had
in contemplation measures with a view to securing obedience to hiB
directions regarding the limit of Ritual in some of the churches of the
diocese. The Bishop has fixed upon the" liturgical use" of incense as a
test of compliance, and has given an intimation that he will no longer
grant licences to assistant clergy where incense is so used. His lordship
has refused to license the Rev. E. C. Barnicoat to All Saints', Plymouth,
unless his wishes in respect of incense are complied with. At St.
James's, Plymouth, similar action has been taken. We nerd scarcely
point out that the burning of incense in the services of the Church of
England, as " the .limit of Ritual," tolerates a mass of Popish idolatry.
--Our readers will be pleased to hear that Mr. J. E. Hazelton, Secretary
of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, has in the press, a work sketching
the Society's history during the 100 years of its beneficent operations.
The title of the book is " Inasmuch," and its price is 2/6 net. Messrs.
Robert Banks & Son, Racquet Court, Fleet Street, E.C., are the
publishers.--The Annual Meeting of the Birmingham Christian
Evidence SocietY took place in April at the Lecture Hall. The chair
was taken by Mr. A. Lockwood. After tea the Report and balancesheet were read by the Secretary, Mr. T. H. Aston. With regret
the meeting learned that there was a deficiency on the year's work of
£33 Is. 3d.; thus making a total amount due to the Secretary of about
£168. In moving the adoption of the Report, Mr. G. Basnett spoke
in warm terms of the long services rendered to the Protestant cause
'by Mr. T. H. Aston, extending over forty-five years, and the courage
he had shown under adverse conditions. Mr. F. Clark proposed a
resolution setting forth that it was an incumbent duty on their
supporters and friends to take immediate steps for the removal of the
burden from the shoulders of their Secretary. The continuance of
the work carried on during the past haU-century or its speedy abeyance
depends very much on the response to this special appeal for generous
contributions. "I have, since 1847, grown up iu the work" (writes
Mr. Aston) "having been an attendant at nearly all the meetings
during that period; and for over a dozen years have done the secretarial
work at a low remuneration. I have now to ask that a special and
immediate response may be made to this really urgent appeal to wipe
out the deficit shown in the balance-sheet, which so seriously cripples
our operations at the present juncture."--The appointment of the
Rev. W. F. Jepson, Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol, to a London
benefice, places the parish of which the beloved Dr. Doudney was the
founder at the disposal of the Trustees. We earnestly hope that a
true and faithful minister of Christ, worthy of the Evangelical traditions
of St. Luke's, will be selected to feed the flock for so many years
accustomed to value the whole counsel of God.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE rejection -by the Irish Nationalists of the quasi Home Rule Bill,
introduced in the House of Commons by the Irish- Secretary, marks a
new departure in the history of Popish agitation and disaffection in
the Sister Isle. For it is beyond dispute that the action of Mr. John
Redmond, the accredited Parliamentary leader of the Nationalist
Party, was dictated by the Papal Bishops and the Priests. The policy
of the Hierarchy is nothing less than "Ireland for the Irish," which
in the mouths of the Vatican authorities means" Ireland for the Pope."
We are prepared to witness renewed rebellion against British supremacy
in priest-led Ireland, and the recrudescence of crime in all parts of the
couotry outside the limits of Protestant Ulster. It is no concern of
01llS to discuss what the British Cabinet will do under the materially
altered circumstances of its relation to the Papacy. It truckled to the
Pope, like many of its predecessors in power, and it has to learn by
bitter experience that priestcraft is more than a match for statecraft.
The spectacle of the Archbishop of Canterbury taking the chair
last month at a public meeting to promote the work of the Anglican
monks of Mirfield, known uoder the blasphemous title of "The
Community of the Resurrection," was indeed a humiliating and
alarming incident, especially at a crisis when the repression of the
Romanizing movement in the Established Church by "stern and
drastic" measures needs-by Dr_ Davidson's own admission-to be
enforced by the Episcopal Bench. It is encouraging, on the other
hand, to note that vigorous protests against the Primate's culpable
action have been addressed to him by the Church Association and the
more Protestant section of the Press. Added to these faithful rebukes,
a demand for explanation of his conduct might well be addressed to
his Grace by a Peer in the House of Lords.
The promoters of the annual Mildmay Conference have issued their
oir~ular annouocing that the Convention for 1907 will (n.v.) be heldin the Conference Hall on June 25-27, and that the subject to be
considered will be, "Christ All, and in All."
The Council of the Evangelical Alliance have decided to issue a
series of tracts in opposition to the deplorable teaching of the so-called
"New Theology." The first number has been issued under the title
of "The New Apostasy," and consists of a criticism of Mr. R. J.
Campbell's volume on "The New Theology." The author of the
tract-Sir Robert Anderson-has placed in the hands of a.ll lovers of
the one Gospel of Salvation a Scriptural, powerful, and schola.rly
exposure of the City Temple recll1LUffe of very old heresies. The
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Council of the Evangelical Alliance offer large: quantities of the tracts
at reduced rates. Application should be made to the General Secretary,
7, Adam Street, Strand, London, W.C.
The Annual Report of the Evangelization Society, just issued, tells
of a remarkable work, and deserves attentive reading. The personal
influence, for the truth's sake, of our faithful friend and brother, Mr.
John Wood, the Society's honorary secretary, is distinctly traceable
in the operations of the mission. We bid the cause God·speed.
The Annual Meeting of the London Association of the Waldensian
Church Mis~ions was held on May3rd in Exeter Hall. . Colonel Alves
presided, ·and·a vote of condolence was passed to the Secretary, Colonel
Frobisher, in his great bereavement through ·the death of his wife.
The Report recorded an increase in the number of Mission centres.
The work generally was .attracting greater attention among the people
of Italy. One great difficulty of evangelization was the illiterate
condition of the masses, fully 50 per cent of the population being unable
to read or write. Throughout Italy priests are leaving by hundreds
the Church of Rome, although the people at present are not speaking
of separation. The Chairman urged the friends of the work not to be
discouraged by apparent lack of interest in the cause, which was not
a popular one. The Rev. S. L. Dixon contended that the Waldensian .
Church was worthy of support because it. was a teaching Church, a
missionary ·Church, ·a colonizing Church, a suffering Church, and a
witnessing Church.. Aft.er a short address by the Rev. C. Anderson.
Scott, the Rev. C. Petrai, a Pastor in the Waldensian Church, gave an
account of the progress of the work, and said that during the last few
days the Mayor of one Province had asked that a Pastor might be
sent to the town, and in another instance the Mayor had allowed
services to be held in the public square, which was really against the
law of the country. Thus there were signs of a better spirit.
The Committee of the Shrewsbury Lodge of the National Protestant
League have passed the following resolution with regard to the recent
meeting in London on behalf of the Mirfield Community of the
Resurrection :-" Resolved that the Committee desire to express their.
gratitude to the Chairman of the Church Association for his timely
action in drawing the attention of the Archbishop of Canterbury to
the published teaching of the Mirfield Community. They deeply
deplore the support given by the Archbishop by presiding at. the
meeting on behalf of the Community recently held at the Church
House, while they are thankful for his Grace's condemnation of some
of the Mirfield Manuals. The Committee feel that nothing can more
surely perpetuate and increase the prescnt disorders· in the Church of
England than the acceptance for Ordination of candidates whose
training is distinctly at variance with the teaching of the Thirty-nine
Articles."

