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"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able 'to comfort them which are in an)'
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves a.re comforted of 000."-2 CoIL i. 4.

JEHOVAH'S LOVE-CHOICE.
" But we are bound to give thank$ alway to God fOt' you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief
of the truth."-2 TUESS. ii 13.

ONE of the greatest wonders revealed in the Scriptures is the free,
unmerited, and irrevocable choice JEHOVAH has made of a multitude
of human sinners to be unto Himself "a peculiar people "-His
very sons and daughters-and that for ever and ever! Were the
fact not recorded in His own handwriting-which all the powers
of hell are unable to obliterate-it would indeed be incredible.
But thus the wondrous act of free and sovereign grace has stood
indelibly inscribed, and there it stands to-day. And the blessed
news of this Divine truth has continued from age to age to be
published throughout our fallen world, to the exceeding joy of
believing sinners, and the glory of the FATHER, the SON, and the
HOLY GHOST.
Yet, of all revealed truths, the good pleasure of the GOD of
salvation in loving and choosing a people for Himself is opposed
by the natural mind, and hated by the natural heart. The reason
of this, no doubt, is SATAN has so blinded the understanding of
ADAM'S apostate children to the heinous nature of sin and to its
21
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just deserts, that they are totally unable to appreciate the fact
that unless GOD choose to save a rebel against His authority
he must justly perish in his sins. No man willingly assents to
the claims, rights, and prerogatives of his MAKER. Everyone
naturally asserts a free-will to choose good for himself, as though
he had never forfeited it in the person of his first father and federal
representative, and stood in the same moral position as that which
AnAM occupied before he disobeyed his CREATOR and was expelled
from his MAKER'S presence. The revealed truth of the absolute
sovereignty of the operations of J EHOVAH'S will can be understood
ouly by sinners whom the HOLY SPIRIT has graciously quickened,
enlightened, convinced of sin, and enabled to believe in the LORD
JESUS CHRIST, on Gospel terms and on Gospel principles. And
whensoever the SPIRIT thus graciously operates in a sinner's heart,
He conducts His favoured subject into an experimental knowledge
and joyful realization that the GOD of salvation acts, from first to
last, "after the counsel of His own will," and, as the inspired
APOSTLE declares, "according as He hath chosen us in CHRIST
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before Him in love" (Eph. i.). Alas, that men
should misunderstand the sweet character of free grace, and think
that GOD ought not to confer mercy on some while He bestows it
not on others. JOHN BERRIDGE long ago spoke according to the
Scriptures when he said, "If you think that GOD is obliged to show
His mercies unto any, or all, then He has no grace to give, but is a
debtor to man, and the Covenant of Grace is an empty name."
The Divine election in Christ of any guilty sinner is a supreme act
of grace. The love of GOD and the grace of GOD are inseparable,
and both are effective. An old divine writes: "Those who have
GoD'S heart are sure of His helping hand. He chooseth His love,
and then loveth His choice. He had precious thoughts of His
people before they had any thoughts of themselves." How touchingly true also are dear AUGUSTUS TOPLADY'S lines on the freeness
and faithfulness of our heavenly Father's electing love :" He loved me not for my desert;
(1 merited His hate;)
Nor shall the love a period know
Which never knew a date.
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" By grace a free partaker made
Of His immortal root,
I know my branch shall never fade,
Nor cease from yielding fruit.
" Glory and grace to them He gives
For whom He gave His Son;
And God must cease from being love
Ere He can hate His own! "
It is recorded that it was a prayer of JOHN WYCLIFFE'S-" LORD,
save me gratis! "-a gracious prayer that! A deep sense of
personal unworthiness must have dictated that petition. When
the heart is divinely affected under a humbling sense of sinfulness,
the sweetest of all sounds is that which is begotten of the words
-" Mercy is free! Grace is free! GOD'S love is free! GOD'S
choice is free! GOD'S salvation is free!"
Grace, in its proper and strict sense, always presupposes
undeservedness in the subjects of it. HERVEY observes of grace" It is not like a fringe of gold bordering the garment; nor like
an embroidery of gold decorating the robe; but like the Mercyseat of the ancient tabernacle, which was gold-pure gold-all gold
throughout." How sweet, how true is this testimony to the
sovereign and sufficient grace of GOD. MASON makes the following
observation: "SAUL was not so free in persecuting CHRIST, as
CHRIST was in pardoning PAUL. The goodness of GOD respects
our emptiness, the grace of GOD our sinfulness, and the mercy
of GOD our unworthiness. There is grace in the desire of grace,
as there is sin in the desire of sin. Grace is an immortal seed,
cast into an immortal soil, that brings forth immortal fruit."
The original spring of election was grace. Hence, the beloved
people of GOD are spoken of in the Scriptures as "the Election
of Grace" (Rom. xi. 5). The foreknowledge of GOD concerning
the persons, character, ruin, and helplessness of His chosen
ones was absolutely perfect before the foundation of the world.
He foresaw no good quality in them-nothing to attract His
favour, but everything calculated to repel it. Notwithstanding,
His counsel determined to make them His own "peculiar
people." His loving choice was entirely free from conditions
in their persons. He loved them simply because He willed to

324

The Gospel Magazine.

love them, and decreed mercy in CHRIST for them according to
an everlasting Covenant. All the ways and means necessary
for their salvation were ordained in that Covenant of grace whose
SURETY is GoD'S co-equal SON (Heb. vii. 22). Link in link, the
perfect chain of this free-grace scheme of salvation is revealed
in those woro.s of the HOLY SPIRIT: "And we know that all
things work together for good to them that love GOD, to them who
are the called according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of
His SON, that He might be the fustborn among many brethren.
Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and
whom He called, them He also justified; and whom He justified,
them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 28-30). That golden chain
can never be broken, or weakened, or strained! Predestination
and glory are eternally inseparable. How worthy of the wisdom
of JEHOVAH-the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY GHOST-is
this assured plan of everlasting salvation! Truly," the foundation
of GOD standeth sure, having this seal, The LoRD knoweth them
that are His " (2 Tim. ii. 19).
It cannot be too clearly recognised that the perfect example of
DIVINE ELECTION is exhibited in the FATHER'S choice of His beloved
SON to be the SAVIOUR and the SALVATION of His elect people.
"Behold My SERVANT Whom I uphold," co=ands the FATHER,
"MINE ELECT, in Whom My soul delighteth; I have put My
SPIRIT upon Him; He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles"
(Isa. xlii. 1). The mystery of the Divine procedure is, of course,
" past finding out," but it seems consistent with revealed truth
that the election of the SON to save His people from their sins
(Matt. i. 21), and the election of that people in HIM were coincident
and connected! The stability of the FATHER'S purpose in choosing
both the SAVIOUR and the people to be saved is one of the most
comforting and assuring of Covenant truths revealed to faith in
the written Word. It is a verity steadfast as the throne of GOD
itself. "This people have I formed for Myself; they shall show
forth My praise" (Isa. xliii. 21) is a decree which, registered on
high, will continue in full force when the physical heavens and
the earth shall be no more. Well, then, might the ApOSTLE "give
thanks to GoD alway" for the Thessalonian believers "because"
\
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He had from the beginning" chosen" them to salvation, together
with the means thereto, even" through sanctification of the SPIRIT
and belief of the truth." And perpetual thanksgiving becomes all
G£ace-chosen, Grace-called, and Grace-kept sinners, who recognise
the fact that in this sovereign way alone could they have been
delivered from" the wrath to come" and be plucked as brands
out of the fire, unquenchable and everlasting. Such favoured
subjects of GOD'S redeeming love and mercy are, doubtless, "Men
wondered at" (Zech. iii. 8) by angelic intelligences, and the
Divine processes of their salvation are among the "things the
angels desire to look into" (1 Pet. i. 12). Oh, infinite love and
boundless mercy which devised and executed this "great salvation"! At what a priceless cost, too, did the GREAT ETERNAL
perfect this transcendent plan! And what tongue can affect
to tell the glories due unto the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY
GHOST, for this ineffable manifestation of His choosing love!
Dear TOPLADY'S inspiring meditation on Revelation vii. 9-17,
here suggests itself to one's wondering soul :I saw, and lo! a countless throng,
The elect of every nation, name, and tongue,
Assembled round the everlasting throne;
With robes of white endued,
(The righteousness of God!)
And each a palm sustained
In his victorious hand;
When thus the bright melodious choir begun:
" Salvation to Thy name,
Eternal God, and co-eternal Lamb!
In power, in glory, and in essence, One!"
So sang the saints! The angelic train
Second the anthem with a loud Amen:
(These in the outer circle stood,
The saints were nearest God;)
And prostrate fall, with glory overpowered,
And hide their faces with their wings,
And thus address the King of kings:
" All hail! by Thy triumphant Church adored!
Blessing and thanks and honour too
Are Thy supreme, Thy everlasting due,
Our Triune Sovereign, our propitious Lord! "
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While I beheld the amazing sight,
A seraph pointed to the saints in white,
And told me who they were, and whence they came:
"These are they whose lot below
Was persecution, pain, and woe;
These are the chosen purchased flock,
Who ne'er their Lord forsook;
Through His imputed merit free from blame;
Redeemed from every sin;
And, as thou seest, whose garments were made clean,
Washed in the blood of yon exalted Lamb.
"Saved by His righteousness aloue,
Spotless they stand before the throne,
And in the ethereal temple chant His praise:
Himself among them deigns to dwell,
And face to face His light reveal:
Hunger and thirst, as heretofore,
And pain and heat, they know no more,
Nor need, as once, the sun's prolific rays:
Emmanuel here His people feeds,
To streams of joy perennial leads,
And wipes, for ever wipes, the tears from every face."
Happy the souls released from fear,
And safely landed there!
Some of the shining number once I knew,
And travelled with them here:
Nay some, my elder brethren now,
Set later out for heaven, my junior saints below:
Long after me, they heard the call of grace
Which waked them into righteousness:
How have they got beyond!
Converted last, yet first with glory crowned!
Little, once, I thought that these
Would first the summit gain,
And leave me far behind, slow journeying through the plain.

•

Loved while on earth! nor less beloved, though gone!
Think not I envy you your crown :
No! if I could, I would not call you down!
Though slower is my pace,
To you I'll follow on,
Leaning on Jesus all the way;
Who, now and then, lets fall a ray
Of comfort from His throne:
The shinings of His grace
Soften my passage through the wilderness;

•
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And vines, nectareous, spring where briers grew:
The sweet unveilings of His face
Make me, at times, near half as blest as you!
Oh, might His beauty feast my ravished eyes,
His gladdening presence ever stay,
And cheer me all my journey through!
But soon the clouds return; my triumph dies;
Damp vapours from the valley rise,
And hide the hill of Zion from my view.
Spirit of Light! thrice Holy Dove!
Brighten my sense of interest in that love
Which knew no birth, and never shall expire!
Electing goodness firm and free,
My whole salvation hangs on thee,
Eldest and fairest daughter of eternity!
Redemption, grace, and glory too,
Our bliss above, and hopes below,
, From her, their parent fountain, flow.
Ab! tell me, Lord, that Thou hast chosen me !
Thou who hast kindled my intense desire,
Fulfil the wish Thy influence did inspire,
And let me my election know!
Then, when Thy su=ons bids me come up higher,
Well-pleased I shall from life retire,
And join the burning hosts, beheld at distance now.
THE EDITOR.
A SENSE of duty alone (in the matter of obedience) will leave us
guilty of many deficiencies in our daily walk Zion-ward. But when
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts, what is our duty will
become our delight. Gospel-obedience will be a light yoke; the
performance of God's commands will then be our meat and drink.J.P.
THE two bighest points of life wherein a Christian is most seen are
patience and mortification.-George Herbert.
IT is in many places a lost labour to seek for Christianity among
Cbristians.-Owen.
A JUSTIFIED sinner is never one whit more righteous in the sight
of God to the day of his death than he was the first moment he
believed on the Son of God.-Mason.
LET me remind you, my hearer, that whatever is new in divinity is
heresy; and that they who teach what the blessed company of the
apostles and martyrs taught not, are not teaching Scripture, but
inventing it.-Rev. Wm. Parks.

•
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UNRULY WILLS.
" Who is lord over us ? "-PSALM xii. 4.
THIS impious question springs from the core of the human will
as inherited by us all from our fallen first father-Adam. To
attain independence of the will of God was the Satanic proposal
submitted in Eden-the temptation to which man fell a guilty
victim. Two supreme wills cannot exist together. Only one
absolute will is morally possible throughout the universe. Said
the Serpent to the woman, "Ye shall not surely die: for God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened;
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil" (Gen. iii. 4, 5).
The presumptuousness of this invasion of the primary prerogative
of Deity constituted the partmt sin of our race. Inspired by the
Devil, who" is a liar, and the father of it" (John viii. 44), man set
up his own perverted will to be independent of his Maker's will.
This has been the proud boast of our apostate race from the day
of the Fall until now. It is a Satanic delusion. "Who is lord over
us?" is the challenge of a world that" lieth in the Wicked One"
-Qf a people whom the Devil has taken captive at his will! The
natural mind is blinded to the truth that when Adam disbelieved
God, and acted in obedience to Satan's lie, he deliberately transferred his allegiance, and became· the bondservant of another
master. " Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves to obey,
his servants [bondservants] ye are to whom ye obey? " (Rom. vi.
16). Thus it is written, "The carnal mind is enmity against God;
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be"
(Rom. viii. 7). The Psalmist tells us that God looked down upon
the natural family of apostate Adam to see if there were any that
had understanding, that did seek after Him, and He found "not
one!" And then man-" the fool" ---£aid in his heart, "There
is no God!" "Who is lord over us?" The restraints of the
revealed will of a holy God are despised and rejected by His
rebellious creatures, whose vaunted free-will dares to go the full
length of a defiance which impiously proclaims itself: "Let us
break Their bands asunder, and cast away Their cords from us ! "
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(Ps. ii. 3). Were it not for the exercise of absolutely free grace
on the part of insulted Deity, the entire apostate race of Adam
must irrevocably remain doomed to everlasting wrath at the hand
of infinite Justice.
No rebel-hearted sinner naturally comes to and believes in the
Lord Jesus Christ. His own judicial dictum is, "Ye will [SiAm,
from (HAw, to will, be willing, volo] not come to Me, that ye might
have life" (John v. 40). The natural will is non-existent as to
desiring any good. The coming of a sinner to Christ is entirely
due to the exercise of the sovereign will of the Father. As the
Lord Jesus has authoritatively declared, "No man can [is able] to
come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him, and
I will raise him up at the last day" (John vi. 44). How truly
Scriptural is the language of the Xth Article of the Church of England,
" Of Free-Will:" "The condition of Man after the Fall of Adam
is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own natural
strength and good works, to faith, and calling upon God. Wherefore we have no power to do good works, pleasant and acceptable
to God, without the grace of God by Christ preventing [=going
before] us that we may have a good will, and working with us,
when we have that good will." And how perfectly consistent
with the doctrinal truth thus set forth is the devotional language
of the Collect, "0 Almighty God, Who alone canst order the
unruly wills and affections of sinful men; grant unto Thy people
that they may love the thing which Thou commandest, and desire
that which Thou dost promise; that so, among the sundry and
manifold changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be
fixed, where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our
Lord." Yes, indeed, only the "almighty God" is able to order
the unr·uly wills of sinful men." But He can, and does. "Thy
people shall be willing in the day of Thy power" (Ps. cx. 3). "Of
His own will begat He us with the Word of Truth" (James i. 18).
It is written of such sinners as by grace became the sons of God,
even those that believed on His name, that they" were born, not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God" (John i. 12, 13). And the inspired Apostle Paul writes to
the Roman Christians, " For He saith to Moses, I will have mercy
on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom
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I will have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor
of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy" (Rom. ix.
15, 16).
It is this precious truth which gives certainty to the faith of
the Spirit-quickened believer in Christ crucified and raised again.
Were'salvation dependent on the natural will of man, he would
wreck it even as Adam did at the first. The absolute will of God
seals the security of the gracious believer's interest in the inheritance
of the saints in light. The new birth, according to the will of God,
is the begetting unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead "to an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for such
as are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation,
ready to be revealed in the last time" (1 Pet. i. 3-5). Oh, for
the Spirit's ever-increasing application to our souls, dear fellowbelievers, of these revealed truths of God's unalterable Word, that
the consolations of the Gospel may abound towards us more and
more, to the glory of the Triune God of our salvation! Also that
He may be continually honoured by the fruit of the Spirit in our
walk, character, testimony, and service! "Not unto us, 0 Lord,
not unto us, but unto Thy Name give glory, for Thy mercy, and
for Thy truth's sake" (Ps. cxv. 1).
God's foundation standeth sure,
We shall to the end endure;
Safely will the Shepherd keep
Those He purchased as His sheep.
Known to Him before the sun
First began his course to run;
Chosen, called from above,
Objects of eternal love.
Put Thy seal upon each heart,
Thy blest image, Lord, impart;
All Thyself in us reveal,We the clay, and Thou the seal.
Every evil, Lord, subdue;
By Thy grace our souls renew;
Then from base affections free,
Dead to sin, we'll live to Thee.
Clifton.

J. O.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" 0 our God, wilt Thou not judge them? for we have no might against
this great company that cometh against us .. neither know we what to
do: but our eyes are upon Thee."-2 CRRON. xx. 12.

IT has pleased the Holy Spirit to give us the privilege of reading the
history of Jehoshaphat, King of Judab. These thiugs are written
for our ensample! May they speak their word of warning and reproof,
and cause us to walk very humbly, very dependently upon our God.
Jehoshaphat's casual policy led, as it will surely do to every entrapped
child of God, to disaster. For worldly and national advantages he
joins affinity with Ahab, who was his godly father's enemy! And
this, mark, after enjoying the smile and blessing of Jehovah! for we
read, " And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the
first ways of his father David, and sought not unto Baalim; but sought
to the Lord God of his father, and walked in His commandments, and
not after the doings of IsraeL" He walked in the first ways of David.
Alas! that God's children should all have their second ways! A
turning aside! A wandering in bypatbs; a mourning after an absent
God, and that the days of their youth were theirs once more to enjoy!
Sin makes weak His people. A careless step, a thoughtless action,
a graceless word ! Oh, what does not follow in the train! A stumblingblock is the child of God to a weak brother or a sister in consequence;
a following "afar off" results; a broken fellowship, and prayer a
burden, joy broken and peace marred; such are the consequences of
not wallring in the first 'ways when every grace was in lively exercise,
and the time was the time of our" first love." Ah! we shall find, so
sure as we falter and" turn aside like a deceitful bow," with Jehoshaphat, what deep lessons of humbling and contrition are to be learned
ere peace be restored, and God's favour and smile once more rest upon
us. We read how in his "first ways" "the Lord established the
kingdom," and righteousness exalted the nation, so that the king
"waxed great exceedingly." Now comes the snare. Oh! how
necessary is the exhortation, "If riches increase, set not thine heart
upon them." "Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance,
and joined affinity with Ahab." Just exactly doing the opposite to
Divine command to be "separate." The same sin of Israel mixing
with Egypt, "learning their ways," and how" the mixed multitude
that was among them fell a lusting," is given for our learning; and
the command to Israel was, "Ye shall make no league ,vith the inhabitants of this land (Egypt)." Yet it was the very thing that in a moment
of pride and self-greatness the King of Judah did! He went to render
help to the godless king Ahab against Ramoth-gilead. A downward
step is never taken_singly. The chosen affinity follows that of giving
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his son in marriage to Ahab's daughter. Then follow further intrigues,
in which the two nations were at one-in commerce and battle, yes, and
disaster; for so surely as a child of God goes forth in the greatness of
his own strength, and seeks help from man which is " vain," so must
he be humbled and proved and brought back" empty."
But I do not propose to enlarge upon the historical facts, which the
reader can trace for himself in the Word. I would turn from the
sadder side to point out wherein the wisdom of the king of J udah lay,
and seek to make it a salutary lesson for ourselves. It was when
Jehoshaphat was brought into such a strait through his sinful errant
conduct, that he did the best thing he could do. "Jehoshaphat cried
out, and the Lord helped him." Then the Lord appeared as his timely
Helper, so that" the king returned to his house in peace in Jerusalem,"
and fear fell upon him, and "he set himself to seek the Lord, and
proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah."
But a war against him is impending, and "the children of Moab,
and Amman, and others, come against him to battle. Now mark the
change, and see, when the Lord takes a child of His in hand for
correction, how perfectly He does it. Jehoshaphat does not turn now to
Ahab for help. But he is humbled and proved, and confessed for
himself and the people, and pleaded the Lord's greatuess, and reminded
Him of His Covenant mercies to Abraham; and in the words of our
text, " 0 our God, wilt Thou not judge them? for we have no might
against this great company that cometh against us; neither know we
what to do: but our eyes are upon Thee."
Have you not been in this position, beloved reader, Manasseh-like
among the thorns, and no way out of them but looking upward?
Hedged in by the enemy, surrounded by difficulties, all our once
boasted wisdom and self-reliance gone, and we know not what to dobut just this one, this best, this remediable thing-" but our eyes are
upon Thee"? Yes; you and I have been there! and could only cry,
" Behold, 0 God our Shield, and look upon the face of Thine anointed."
Not literally, but truly real, ofttimes as a sharp hedge of thorns, have
the difficulties and perplexities shut us in. To go forward was but to
combat with them, to turn to the right or left was to feel the more
of their poisonous pricks. To speak might be betrayed into folly, or
sin, or misunderstanding; no, there was nothing for you but "to
;.tand still and see the salvation of the Lord," as with your eyes upon
Him you waited and watched for His performing hand. You do
then what you could not have done except you had first been " in
the Sanctuary" of His Presence, and like J ehoshaphat made confession
and supplication unto your God. All sin lies as a burden too heavy to
be borne, and the soul is indeed" weary and heavy-laden" with unconfessed sin on the conscience. But" if we confess our sins," we prove
His faithfulness "to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrightcousness."
Oh! beloved reader, make much of that precious cleansing blood!
It is unspeakably precious, and its efficacy untellingly sweet to a
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burdened conscience. Not that His children may sin that grace may
abound! Far from it. But He has in His tender love and pity over
the frailty of our hearts and the failings in our daily walk, made provision in the blood of His anointed Son, and in Him we have" a running
redemption," a daily cleansing, an hourly" forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace."
Flee to the blood, oh burdened heart! Haste thee to the mercyseat, thou exercised soul! In all thy sorrows, in all thy perplexities,
all thy trials, all thy sins confess, and groan, and weep, and wrestle,
and prove how "in all the pangs that rend the heart, the Man of
Sorrows had a part." And you will sooner or later prove His deliverance, His Spirit-breathed Word, "Go in peace, thy sins are forgiven
thee." Each gracious deliverance strengthens against the next difficulty which will assuredly come ere you are many steps farther on
your journey. One has sometimes applied the significance of that
passage to his own soul's practical experience, and felt, that like
the much humbled, and now dependent, willing captive Saul, how
when to be sought for and found" in the street which is called Straight,"
there was but the one thing left for him, and the best thing, too, " Behold
he prayeth." Believing prayer brings Heaven down to our help! We
may be brought into " the place of straits." We may be so fixed and
oornered as to be perfectly helpless in ourselves, but then is the time
for our God to reveal the greatness of His delivering power and remind
us, as He did His servant Jehoshaphat, "the battle is not yours but
God's; . . . ye shall not need to fight in this battle; . . . fear not,
nor be dismayed; . . . for the Lord will be with you." Little wonder
that these eyes of faith are up unto the performing, wonder-working,
all-prevailiog, and strong delivering God of Israel! Oh! how gracious
is He in all His tender mercy and compassion! How meauly we treat
Him. How soon we forget Him in the day of prosperity, and wait
until the day of adversity till we seek His help which is always near!
Yes, we sometimes wait until we are at our "wits' end" ere-like
them of old, we "cry unto the Lord." Do look at the marginal reading
of that verse in Ps. cvii. 28, " When all their wi~dom is swallowed up."
Ah! the sooner we, dear children of God, come to our " wits' end"
the better, if so be that all our boasted wisdom be swallowed up, and we
cry unto the Lord, and look alone to Him in Whom all Help and all
wisdom lies! For He is full of compassion and tender pity, and some
of, yes, many of us, have proved how at the extremity of our " wits'end" we have seen and understood the lovingkindness of the Lord;
and when we have come to an end of all things in and of our own
strength, then. is the time, that, casting ourselves in our utter helplessness upon our God, we prove how true He is to His word of promised
help. A writer (Miss Antoinette Wilson) has very forcibly put into
sweet refrain how "at wits' -end corner, is just where His power is
known; is just where Jesus loves to come; is where the Burden·
bearer stands; and at wits'-end corner is the 'God who is able'
proved."

•
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It may be you are just at this spot, dear reader? A place of only
a groan and sigh-but which do not fail to reach the Divine Ear.
" Ah, Lord God, we know not what to do, but our eyes are upon Thee."
To move to the right or left would point to disaster; to take a forward
step seems presumption and going into danger. You are helpless,
aud the best thing for you is that you acknowledge it to Him-Israel's
Helper and Deliverer. Stand still, look on whilst "the Lord shall
fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace." It is when the storm
rages, and the waves beat high, and our little bark is tossed upon the
crest, that the cry of the disciples of old reaches the Lord of the
winds and waves-" Carest Thou not that we perish? " and we see Him
arise to rebuke the wiud with His wondrous words, "Peace, be still,
and there was a great calm."
Our experience may be well coupled with that of God's Covenant
people of old in Ps. cvii., "They wandered"; were "hungry and
thirsty," and" their soul fainted in them. Then they cried unto the
Lord in their trouble, and He delivered them out of all their distresses."
But ere many steps forward are passed on that" right way" by which
He is leading them, they are" in darkness and in the shadow of death,"
and "bound in affliction and iron," and "then they cried unto the
Lord," and so on. God's ancient people are represented in that Psalm
as pilgrims, needy-ones, "prisoners," nigh-unto-death ones, voyagers,
and husbandmen, and such as can only cry unto the Lord in all
their varied needs and circumstances, and prove His Timely Help.
And such are His redeemed people. "The poor" shall be set on high
from (margin, after) affliction"; and those who are stripped of their
own sufficiency, and brought low enough in themselves to be exalted
in and by Him alone, "even they shall understand the lovingkindness
of the Lord."
Take the words of our text home to your hearts, dear readers, and
may the Holy Spirit apply it with power against the next trial and
inroad of the great enemy, and keep your minds stayeJ-.upon His
wonder-working skill and delivering power. "0 our God, wilt
Thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great
company that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but
our eyes are upon Thee."
Oh! for eyes fixed upon the Delivering One, the Saving One,
the Coming One, "and the glorious appeariug of the great God our
Saviour Jesus Christ" !

R.
IT is not the nature of our sins, nor their number, nor their aggravations, can hinder our pardon and salvation, siuce a sacrifice of immense
value has been offered to God for their atonement. He who is the
"mighty God" is " mighty to save; able to save even to the uttermost;" so that no guilt is so great but the death of the Son of God
is sufficient to atone for it.-Brine.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
(EXODUS xvii. 11, 12.)
" AND it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But
Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under
him, and he sat thereon: and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands,
the one on the one side, and the other on the other side: and his hands
were steady until the going down of the sun." Moses was a type of
the Great Mediator between God and men. This, although Moses
was encompassed with infirmity. "There is one God, and one Mediator
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. ii. 5). "But
now hath He obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also
He is the Mediator of a better Covenant, which was established upon
better promises" (Heb. viii. 6). "And for this cause He is Mediator
of the New Testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of
the transgressions that were under the First Testament, they which
are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance" (Heb.
i..". 15). "But ye are come . . . to Jesus, the Mediator of the New
Covenant" (Heb. xii. 24). The Great Mediator's hands are never
weary. He Himself is never tired of lifting up His hands to the
Father on our behalf. He ever liveth to make intercession for us.
Aaron is the representative of the holy ministry. Hur, of the tribe
of Judah, represents believers who put their cause into His hands.
They on earth; He in heaven-typified by the top of the hill on which
Moses sat-analogous to the fact that our Mediator ascended into
heaven from the top of Mount Olivet, and sat down on the right
hand of the Father. He ever liveth to make intercession for us.
Let us, then, come boldly to the Throne of Grace. Let us, brethren,
continue instant in prayer. It cannot be that the Lord will be
un mindful of the sighing of the poor in these perilous days, when
Reformation principles and Gospel truths are so despised. Let us
pray that the machinations of evil men may not prevail to put out
the candle lighted by the Protestant martyrs. But if it be not the
Lord's will to grant us our request, then we know that our prayer
will return unto our own bosom.
Leicester.
MARY.
"To depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better" (Phi!. i.
23). The soul has its glory changed now, the body its glory changed
hereafter. Death is the body's sleep, but the soul's rising. Travellers
usually awake and take their departure, but here the traveller falls
asleep and departs to his home to be with Jesus. The mortal body is
the soul's fading earthly robe. The grave is the receptacle of the
soul's worn-out garment, " With Christ" is the joyous resting-place.
The risen body is the soul's glorified raiment, all fair and beauteous,
like unto that of the risen Lord Himself. Verily," to depart and be
with Christ is far better."-Anon.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXII.
By FRANCIS ROBERTs, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Continued from page 274.)

OUR Author does not enlarge upon the third of these pre-Sinaitic
Sacraments-the smiting of the rock and flowing forth of the water.
St. Paul has definitely attributed (1 Cor. x. 4) a sacramentally-symbolical
character to this miracle. The words of Augustine are highly significant: "The blood of Christ was so our life, as this Rock was Christ.
Thus the apostle says, 'For they drank of that rock which followed
them, and that rock was Christ.' But it is known (he continues)
that the children of Israel drank water of the smitten rock in the
wilderness, of whom the apostle spake when he said these things. He
did not, however, say the rock signified Christ, but that the rock was
Christ. Which again, that it might not be taken carnally, he calls it
, spiritual,' that is, he teaches that it should be understood spiritually."
And, again, he says, "Nor think, brethren, that the sun ought to be
worshipped because the sun doth sometimes in the Scriptures signify
Christ. For such is the madness of men, as if it were said that a
creature should be worshipped, when it is said, the sun signifies Christ.
Then worship the rock also, for it signifies Christ! ' He was brought
as a lamb to the slaughter'; worship the lamb also, since it signifies
Christ" !
Surely these two quotations, among very many more, are in themselves sufficient to relieve the teaching of the great" doctor of grace"
from any suspicion of consent to the later-later by more than 400
years-Paschasian heresy, in which the sign and the thing signifiQd
are confounded with fatal results. Whatever may have been the
lamentable want of clearness and precision in the Patristic sacramental
phraseology,-however largely and most unhappily the early writers
borrowed the sacrificial terms of the Old Testament, there can be no
question about this, that they give no sort of sanction to the blasphemous dogma of transubstantiation. Now this very miracle of
the smitten rock, when rightly interpreted, is itself sufficient to condemn
that Anti-Christian falsehood, as we shall proceed to show. The
site of Rephidim is doubtful, but it must have been a dry and waterless
region. It would seem to have been the tenth of the" stations" of
the journeying host, and ten is in Holy Scripture often the number of
trial and discipline. Here the people" did chide with Moses because
there was no water to drink." At Marah they had only" murmured,"
but there is always a progress, a descent in sin. The LXX use the
word here which is used by St. Peter in his first Epistle (n. 23) to
describe the reproaches borne and suffered by the Divine Prophet,
like, indeed, unto this Moses, who was himsel£ " the meekest of men"
upon earth (comp. Num. xii, 3 with St. Matt. xi. 28-30), and yet
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infinitely unlike to Moses, being the Eternal Son, Incarnate. What a
glory is given to the true ministry of the Word, continued under the
better Covenant (comp. St. Matt. x. 40-42), by the words of Moses:
" Why chide ye with me 1 Wherefore do ye tempt the Lord 1 " (Exod.
xvii. 2), for the servant, however mean and despised, is identified here
with the High and Divine Lord and Master.
Well has Bishop Hall written: "These sturdy Israelites wilfully
murmur, and will not have their thirst quenched with faith but with
water; 'Give us water.' I looked t~ hear when they would have
entreated Moses to pray for them, but, instead of entreating, they
contend; and, instead of prayers, I find commands; 'Give us water.'
If they had gone to God withont Moses, I should have praised their
faith, bnt now they go to Moses without God, I hate their stubborn
faithlessness. To seek to the seeond means, with neglect of the first,
is the fruit of a false faith. The answer of Moses is like himself, mild
and sweet: 'Why contend ye with me 1 Why tempt ye the Lord 1 '
-in the first expostnlation condemning them of injustice, since not he,
but the Lord hath afflicted them; in the second, of presumptionthat, since it was God that tempted them by want, they should tempt
Him by murmuring. In the one he would have them see their wrong,
in the other their danger. As the act came not from him but from
God, so he puts it off to God from himself. 'Why tempt ye the
Lord l' The opposition, which is made to the instruments of God,
redounds ever to His Person. He holds Himself smitten through
the sides of His ministers. So hath God incorporated these respects,
that our subtilty cannot divide them." And, again, he has truly
said: "God led them on purpose to this dry Rephidim. He could
as well have conducted them to another Elim, to convenient waterings,
or He, that gives the waters in all their channels, conld as well have
derived them' to meet Israel, but God doth purposely carry them to
thirst. It is not for necessity that we fare ill, but out of His ehoice.
It were all one with God to give us health as sickness; abundance as
poverty. The treasury of His riches hath more store than His creatures
can be capable of. We should not complain, if it were not good for us
to want. This should have been a contentment, able to quench any
thirst: 'God hath led us hither.' If l'ioses out of ignorance had
misguided us, or we by chance had fallen upon these dry deserts,
though this were no remedy of our grief, yet it might be some ground
of our complaint. But now that the counsel of so wise and merciful
a God hath drawn into this want, shall not He as easily find the way
out 1" Bnt, alas! the very words of the people prove that their
unbelief was. blind to all God's former mercies. "Wherefore," they
cry, "is this that tholt hast brought us out of Egypt," as though Moses
and not God had been the anthor of that great deliverance. And now,
even as their apostate descendants afterwards (St. John viii. 5, 9,
x. 31) took up stones to stone the meek and holy Redeemer, this very
multitude, fed with the manna from heaven, are almost ready to
stone Moses in their thirst and madness.
22
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It is the sweet way of Moses to cry unto the Lord. His trial was
a more painful one than Hezekiah's, for it is harder to bear the ungrate·
fulness of those to whom the highest service has been done, than the
open hostility of a Rabshakeh, but his manner is like that of the
gracious king of J udah. The command is given: "Go before the
people and take with thee of the elders of Israel, and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thy hand and go " (Exod. xvii. 5).
In this the Lord consults for His servant's honour. There shall be no
opening for any false detractor to say that Moses found an unknown
supply of water, some hidden fountain or well-spring. All shall be
before the sun and before the witnesses of the congregation. And, as
Moses goes before the people, so God goes before Moses. It were,
indeed, vain and useless going without. Perhaps, as Moses w~nt ant
of the camp, the rod, that had wrought such miraculous deliverances,
carried in his hand, may have commanded some reverence. But, no
doubt, fallen nature being what it is, many followed still chiding,
mnrmuring, and misealling the meek and silent servant of God. The
rod, which smote the river of Egypt and turned its waters into blood,
is the instrument by which the rock shall become a fountain of waters
for the thirsting Israelites. Now the rod seems the symbol of the
power of God's judgment, and that judgment is death to Egypt, life to
Israel. Horeb, the scene of the miracle, * would appear to be the name
of the mountain-range, of which Sinai was one solitary and awful peak.
In Horeb the rock is found which has become the blessed symbol to
the end of time of Him, Who is the Rock of Ages, in Whom there is
Eternal Life and Everlasting Strength (Isa. xxvi. 4); Who is Jesus
Immanuel, God with us, the Rock" higher than we are," but once
cleft for our redemption and refuge. Oh, how many precious words
of Holy Scripture circle round and centre in this Name! In Horeb,
the mountainous range where the majesty of truth and righteousness,
of law and judgment was unveiled, this rock is slnitten. In that
glorious Pentecostal Psalm (lxviii. 17) the Hebrew may be rendered:
" Sinai is in the Sanctuary," and then what a mystery of Divine love
and grace is revealed! The death of Jesus, which is the life of sinners;
the wounds of Jesus, which are the healing of sinners; was Jesus
crucified, Who is the Sanetuary of sinners-these are all found at
Horeb, because the Law, not only in its ancient sacrifices, which are
now done away in Christ, the true and only Sacrifice that can take
away sin, but by its very acceptance of the full merit and satisfaction
made in and through that One Sacrifice at Golgotha, to which all its
ritual shadows pointed, has itself become in Him (Rom. iii. 24-26 ;
1 John i. 9) our very hope and sanctuary of mercy. Sinai is, in .Jesus
Christ, "in the Sanctuary," as· the ten fiery. words where encircled
with the golden glory of the Ark of the Covenant (Jesus, the Rock of
Ages) and the blood-sprinkled mercy-seat. The golden cherubim,
made of one piece with that Mercy-seat, seem to represent the Law of
• Cf. Smith, Bible Diet. iii, 1326.
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God, ministered by angels, as more than satisfied (contrast Gen. iii. 24).
Yes, adoringly satisfied that sinful souls should have a redemption
and a Redeemer, a Sanctuary of mercy and an Advocate with God
(1 John i. 9, ii 1, 2). This rock must be smitten. How perfect is the
type when we unite the words of Exodus xvii. 6, with the later history
of Numbers xx. 1-13! Here the rock is smitten, there it must only be
spoken to. Here, smitten, it has abundance of waters to follow the
sacramental people all through their journeyings of forty years;
there, spoken to, probably after a temporary suspension of the benefit
from Rephidim, water issues forth again for the last thirst of the
Israelites. Here, smitten, Moses is justified before the people; there,
unhappily, smitten again in.direct disobedience, Moses and Aaron are
excluded from the Land of Promise. Now in this banishment and
exclusion of the God-appointed heads of the people, each of whomMoses and Aaron-had a high typical character, there must have been
more cause than a mere disobedience or a momentary betrayal into
pride and anger, even though that anger was sufficiently presumptuous: "Must we bring water ~" And where is the sin to be found
that deserved such an exclusion, being indeed so sinful as typically to
signify exclusion from Heaven, the true Land of Promise ~ Must it
not lie far deeper than the outward letter of the inspired story ~ Is
it not in truth the very sin, represented by the Anti-Christian dogma
of the Mass, in which it is taught that the glorious hymn of the Resurrection must be false, although said and sung by the Spirit of truth;
"Christ, being raised from the dead, dieth no more; death hath no
more dominion over Him. For in that He died, He died unto sin
once; but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God "~ Where is our
justification, if Christ is continually slain ~ Is He also continually
rising from the dead 1 How awful a type, then, was in the once smiting
of the rock, for the breaking of which, even in the type, Moses and
Aaron may not enter, after all those weary years, the promised rest!
If injury done to the type merits such typical exclusion, what shall
injury to the antitypical and Divine fulfilment merit as its just recompense 1 So the rock, smitten once, may be only, afterwards, spoken
to. And Jesus Immanuel, once slain, lives to hear the voice of every
soul, which His own grace by the Spirit has quickened into spiritual
thirst. Oh, happy and blessed office, power, and grace of prayer, to
which all, for whom that Eternal Rock was smitten, are by Its living
virtue, quickened in the time of love! We may not consent to the
Rabbinic tradition that the rock of Rephidim actually followed, as
though instinct with life, the travelling host. That its waters flowed
through the sands of the desert, wherever the people went, sufficiently
satisfies the vivid language of St. Paul. But we may emphasize the
beautiful parallelism of our Lord's words in St. John (iv. 10) of " the
living water." There was nothing stagnant in this river that journeyed
with their journeyings. It was as though possessed with inward life.
And is not that Stream, which makes glad the city of God, full of the
living thoughts of the Heart of God, of the ever-living purposes of
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His love in the Covenant of Life! There would seem to be a very
clear and definite distinction in the inspired words of th.e second and
third verses of 1 Cor. x., "Baptized unto Moses in the sea," as the
verb in the Greek is in the aorist, and represents one act, one event,
wliile the other word is in the imperfect tense: "were drinking," as
of a continuously-repeated act. Thus there is represented the onc
act of regenerating gra.ce by the Holy Ghost, the spiritual baptism of
the soul into Christ's death, as distingnished from the continual supply
of refreshment, consolation, and life by the Word and promises of
Jesus Christ, which continue to the redeemed all through their pilgrimage to the heavenly Canaan. It must be confessed that, upon reflection,
there appears sufficient reason to retract any formerly-expressed
dissent from our gracious Puritan Author, and to acknowledge a
sacramental character in the passage through the Red Sea, as a type
of baptism into Christ's death, even though that passing of the people
is called by St. Paul a baptism" unto Moses," and the Rock is named,
by an ~pparent distinction, "Ohrist." It mnst, then, be carefully
remembered that the predestined lawgiver, llioses, is a type of Christ
(Deut. xviii. 18), and, moreover, that he was not during the ministration
of those pre-Sinaitic sacraments invested with the awful glories of his
legal mediation upon Horeb. He was as yet only the Deliverer, and
in this chapter also the Intercessor, * not yet the Mediator of the legal
economy; the type, therefore, of Jesus Immanuel, delivering Hig
people from sin and slavery and condemnation by His precious death
and passion (Isa. Ixiii. 11-14). The change of tenses is, therefore,
highly significant. The people, passing through the Red Sea to
freedom, become typical of the host of the regenerate-though it
remains true that these, as St. Paul's mysterious words in 1 Cor. xv. 29
seem to intend, do not receive the grace of the life-giving Spirit at one
time, but successively; being called and qnickened as and when the
Spirit wills in His own sovereignty of operation (Ps. LxxxviL), and yet
considered in the type as one fellowship of life, the one body of Christ,
according to those words of the same Apostle: "There is one body
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling";
" One Lord, one faith, one baptism"; "One God and Father of all,
Who is above all, through all, and in you all" (Eph. iv. 4-6). In the
following of the water from the rock, the same people represent the
Church refreshed in all her generationst by the sweet waters of spiritual
consolation. With this explanation we need not hesitate any longer

* It is most true that he was the Intercessor also after the Law was ministered
by him in a wonderful mystery (Exod. xxxii. 31, 32, xxxiii.), ete.
t U I wonder to see these Israelites (says Bishop Hall) fed with sacraments:
their bread was sacramental whereof they communicated every day. Lest any
man should complain of frequence, the Israelites received daily, and now their
drink was sacramental, that the ancient Church ml1,y give no warrant of a dry
communion." The good Bishop here condemns the denial by the Roman Church
of the cup to the laity.
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in receiving the passage of Israel through the Red Sea as sacramental,
and the baptism unto Moses may become the type of that spiritual
and inward baptism into Ohrist's death, which is the common privilege
of all the election of grace under every dispensation of the one Covenant
of grace (Heb. xii. 22-24; Rom. iv. 12-18).
It remains only briefly to point out the perfect analogy between
the historical type and the spiritual antitype in the rest of this chapter
(Exod. xvii.). Delivered unto freedom, fed from heaven, armed,
comforted, this sacramental host, typical of the people of God (St.
Matt. i. 21; 1 Pet. ii. 8, 11), are called to fight against Amalek. Yet
they shall have an intercessor, the type-still before the Law-of the
heavenly Intercession of our Lord. Now, four things are very remarkable in this relation. There is here the first mention in Holy Scripture
of the all-holy name, Jesus (or Joshua); of that Name, in which alone
we have entrance through His redemption into the heavenly rest.
" Here, again," says Bishop Hall, " are two shadows of one substance.;
the same Christ in Joshua fights against our spiritual Amalek, and in
Moses spreads out his arms upon the hill; and in both conquers."
Here, also, is the first commandment in Holy Scripture to write; a
command so sweetly united with the fountain and water of life flowing
from the throne of God and the Lamb,* with the end of the wars of
the Lord also and with the ceasing of the curse, with the revelation of
the heavenly city and the beatific Life. Now, it is very probable that
Amalek's coming forth to fight was not only because a rumour had
reached them that the Israelites had come forth with riches; but also
because of their possession of water from the Rock (cf. Gen. xxvi.
14, 21), and the exposition by the late Bishop Wordsworth then becomes
even of greater interest, as we recall the hatred of Rome, the antiChristian t Amalek, against those living fountains of grace which flow
in the written Word for thirsty souls. This is the Bishop's comment:
"For he said, 'Because the Lord hath sworn. Literally, he said,
Because (a) hand (is) on the throne of the Lord, a war of the Lord
against Amalek from generation to generation '-A mysterious and
prophetic speech which has a profound meaning. The conflict with
Amalek is introduced with a special direction from God Himself to
Moses; and it is the first direction of the kind in the Pentateuch; to
write a memorial of it in The Book. Therefore, we may be certain, that
this conflict has a significance extending far beyond the range of a
tribe of Arabia, and of hostilities between Israel and Amalek. It
speaks of the throne of the Lord, and a war of the Lord. It concerns
the enemies of God and His people, who are specially represented by
Amalek, treacherously and cruelly attacking the people of God. Accordingly, the (ancient) Hebrew Rabbis say that these words of Moses
wonld be fulfilled in the days of the Messiah. It might have been
Cf. Exod. xvii. 14, 16; Num. xix. 14-18; Rev. xxi. 5, 6, xxii. 1-7.
t Dr. Gill would render: H A hand of Amalek against the throne of the Lord "
in Exod. xvii 16.
.
>(:
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thought that the hands of Moses were the cause of the victory. But
, Moses was a servant not a son' (Heb. iii. 5), and he would not arrogate
the victory to himself; he would not deprive God of His glory and
praise.. After the victory, therefore, he built an altar, and by its name
he declared that the Lord was the Giver of the victory. This was as
much as to say, 'It was not the-lifting up of my hands, but the lifting
up of the Lord's Name as a Banner, which was the cause of the victory,'
and he explained this further, by adding, as a commentary, ' Because
a hand is on the throne of the Lord,' therefore the battle was gained.
, Not by any inherent virtue in my hand, nor by any essential efficacy
in the rod which was in my hand, but because my hand rested on the
throne of the Lord, and because the rod was" the rod of God," therefore
my prayer prevailed, and so the victory was won.' The lifting up the
hand to the throne has been said by some to imply an oath. So Onkelos
and the Targum of Jerusalem. This may be a part of the sense, but
surely it is not the whole. There is a higher meaning than that. The
expression is 'a hand upon the throne of the Lord.' The hand of
Moses is compared with a hand on the throne of the Lord; the seat of
Moses on the hill is compared with the throne of the Lord in Heaven.
The rod of power in the hand of Moses leads him to think of a heavenly
rod, a divine sceptre. 'A hand on the throne of the Lord' is the hand,
to which Moses looks, and by which he had prevailed, and which will
chastise the enemies of Israel, especially Amalek. That hand has a
rod in it-a rod of power-to lead, to rule, to bruise. What hand is
that 1 Surely, it is the hand of Him, Whose hand is ever lifted up in
heaven in prayer and in power. Surely, it is the hand of Him, Who
is a King and a Priest on the throne of God. Surely, it is the hand of
Him concerning Whom the Psalmist speaks, ' The Lord shall send the
rod of Thy power out of Zion, be Thou Ruler even in the midst among
Thine enemies.' 'The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right
hand until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.' "
" The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever."
" The Lord upon Thy right hand shall wound even kings in the day of
His wrath" (Ps. cx. 1, 5).
" Thy throne, 0 God, endureth for ever; a sceptre of righteousness
is the sceptre of Thy kingdom" (Ps. xlv. 6, 7; Heb. i. 8).
" Thy right hand shall teach Thee terrible things; the people shall
be subdued unto Thee even in the midst among the King's enemies"
(Ps. xlv. 5).
" Thou shalt bruise them with a rod of iron, and break them in pieces
like a potter's vessel" (Ps. ii. 9).
"Therefore, in Moses seated on the mountain with the rod of power
in his hand, uplifted in prayer and vanquishing the enemies of God,
we may see a vision of Christ, seated in glory on the hill of the heavenly
Sion, with the Rod, or Sceptre, of majesty and dominion in His Hand,
which is oh the Throne of Jehovah Himself, at Whose right Hand He
sits, and will continue to sit from generation to generation, even to the
sunset of the world, and until He has subdued all the spiritual
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Amalekites who defy His power, and persecute His people, and until
He has put all His enemies under His feet" (Exod. xvii. 15, 16).* Tills
altar seems'to have been not so much for sacrifice as for memorial,
and Christ Who is Himself our Altar,t as He is our heavenly Priest in
His perpetnal intercession, is also J ehovah-Nissi to everyone of the
Redeemed; "The Lord my banner."t
(To be continued.)
THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. S. F. ALFORD, M.A.
MANY of our readers attend the Clifton Conference year by year.
Those of them who were present last October, when the subject of
" The Believer in Christ" was considered, will remember the address
delivered on the first morning by the Rev. SYDNEY F. ALFORD, Vicar
of St. Andrew-the-Less, Clifton. He dwelt mainly on the conflicts of
faith with the world, the flesh, and the devil, and showed from the
Scriptures where the believer's strength lay and whence ills victories
proceeded, namely, by abiding in Christ by faith. The portrait this
month is, therefore, not that of a stranger, but of one whose voice has
already been welcomed in our immediate circle.
Our friend and brother in the Lord was born at Cookley, near
Kidderminster, in 1864, and was educated at Bristol Grammar School,
and Melcombe Regis School, Weymouth. After receiving the Word
of grace, Mr. ALFORD experienced a desire to enter the ministry, and
passed through St. John's Hall, Highbury, having commenced the
theological course in 1885, and graduating at Durham (University
College) in 1888. He was ordained in the same year by Bishop
Ellicott, his first curacy being that of St. Clement's, Bristol. In 1890
he accepted the curacy of St. Silas in the same city, and remained for
upwards of five years, when he was presented by the Simeon Trustees
to the living of St. Andrew-the-Less, Clifton. Reared under Evangelical auspices, Mr. ALFORD has consistently worked on Evangelical
lines, and borne distinctive testimony to the saving power of the
Gospel of the Grace of God. Like Toplady and the long succession of
faithful ministerial witnesses since the days of the Protestant Reformation, he continues the use of the legal black preaching gown, and
conduots Divine worsillp in his church wholly free from the adventitious
ritual now too common in the Establishment. Writing to us recently,
Mr. ALFORD remarks: "It has been my endeavour to preach, not to
please the people, but for their profit, believing that the preacher of
the Word is simply a messenger, and that the message he delivers is
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Wordsworth on Exod. xvii.

t Heb. xiii. 10. Cf. John Owen. On the Hebrews. iv. 730-734.
t 'rhe Targum of Onkelos sets a singular emphasis on Exod. xvii. 16.

H With
an oath hath this been declared from before the Fearful One. Whose Shekinah is .
llpon His glorious throne, that war shall be wa.ged with the house of Amalek, to
destroy it from the genera.tions of the world." (Comp. Rev. xviii. 21, of Babylon
MY"tical. )
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not his, but the Master's. The truth of God is potent, and God honours
and blesses it. One never knows wheu, where, or how blessing may
come. Sometimes a sermon which creates opposition in one direction
proves to be a blessing in another. The human agent is only a
messenger, and all spiritual blessing can come only from the one
Divine source."
Our esteemed brother is a jealous upholder of the supreme authority
of the inspired Scriptures. His closing words at the last Clifton
Conference bear witness to this. fact: "We are living in perilous
times," he remarked, "and one of the greatest dangers is a tendency
of some forms of criticism to undermine the authority of the Word of
God. Hold fast to God's Word! It is true; it has been the stay
of God's saints all along the centuries. When Dr. Owen, the great
divine, was dying, friends gathered around were trying to comfort him,
and he said, 'Do not speak to me in your own words-it costs me
an effort to think whether I can trust them-speak to me in the words
of Scripture; they are God's words, I can trust them.' We are
through the written Word bronght into oneness with Christ-the living
Word-and through Him we conquer the world, the flesh, and the
devil." Mr. ALFORD is a welcome expositor of the precious Word
whenever he occupies the pulpit at Mary-le-port Church, Bristol, and
we need scarcely ask for him that at all times and in all places the
blessing of the Holy Spirit may rest aboodantly on his ministrations.
THE EDITOR.
(HEBREWS iv. 16; vii. 25; x. I, 22; xi. 6; xii. 18, 22.)
ApPROACH the throne of grace, the Majesty on high;
Obtain Divine help-favoured now because your Priest is nigh.
Approach with confidence. For there alive, enthroned
In place of honour Jesus sits, Whose death for you atoned.
Yes! though the angel host less near that throne adores,
Approach: God's Son took not on Him their nature, but has yours.
Approach and freely ask, seek, knock, in prayer endure,
With full assurance, born of faith, true heart and conscience pure.
The patriarchs approached while truth was dim of old,
Believing God exists and proves Himself reward untold;
And shall not men, to whom disclosed truth has appealed,
Approach to-day and grasp the way of power with God revealed?
In past time Jew approached through mediators frail,
.
His daily sign and yearly pledge of one that should avail.
This real High-priest is ours, kind, sinless, permanent,
For all approaching God through Him to uttermost extent.
Man once approached a mount aflame with God above.
But we approach Thee, God of all, through Christ on throne of love.
For His sake, Who is Lord from heaven, the promised Seed,
Let us Thy welcome succour find in every time of need.
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1l'lrotef.itant 15eacon.
DIVINE REGISTRATION.
THE PLEDGE OF DELIVERANCE IN TIMES OF TROUBLE.
A READER of our MAGAZINE has kindly sent us the following report of
the substance of a pulpit address delivered by the late Rev. Joseph
Irons on the 5th of November, 1837. Our correspondent thinks the
discourse has not appeared in the published volumes of Mr. Irons's
sermons. It is new to ourselves, and We insert it in the "Protestant
Beacon" as containing faithful counsel profitable for the present
"perilous times." No apology is needed for the forcefully direct
terms in which l'vIr. Irons often expresses himself, for he was a man of
deep convictions, his whole soul was stirred when the truth of God was
assailed and endangered, and his antagonism towards Popery and
every other form of Arminian error was uncompromising and courageous,
because Scripturally warranted and Scripturally directed. In a brief
preface to the following discourse, Mr. Irons refers to the (then) recent
passing of the Roman Catholic Emancipation Act-which he designates
the " Popish Ascendancy Bill "-and foresees disastrous consequences
resulting from it to the realm of England. "He feels deeply," he
says, " for the rising generation, and desires to leave a faithful testimony both for the truth of God (which is generally discarded), and
for the Church of God, which seems given over to judicial blindness."
Alas, that so many of the gloomy portents uttered by the Lord's servant
seventy years ago should be literally fulfilled in our own times; that
the outlook to-day should suggest a speedy national return to the rule
of the Papal Antichrist; and that our once liberty-loving and Bibleexalting land should betray willingness to resume the yoke of bondage
and to adopt again the idolatrous superstitions of the" Man of Sin,"
the" Son of Perdition."
Mr. Irons took his text from the prophecy of Daniel: "At that time
thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in
the Book" (Dan. xii. 1).
THE SERMON.
THE whole history of the Church of God bears one unbroken testimony
to the fact, that her distinction from the world is essential to her real
prosperity; and the more tenaciously that distinction has been maintained, the more conspicuous has been her glory, and the more her
experimental joys have abounded; while on the contrary, her amalgamation with the world has invariably been the harbinger of her woes,
the precursor of her fiercest persecutions.
The very beginning of the wickedness, which at length brought the
flood on the old world, lay in this unhallowed amalgamation of those
whom God had separated; "The sons of God took wives of the
daughters of men, and God saw the wickedness to be great" (Gen. vi. 2).
The Church of God, as first organized in Abraham's family, was
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enjoined to preserve their distinction sacred; pursuant to which,
Abraham took an oath of his steward that he should not take a wife
for his son of the daughters of Canaan (Gen. xxiv. 3). Isaac followed
his father's example, and forbad his son Jacob to take a wife of the
daughters of Canaa.n (xxxviii. 1). And when Jacob's posterity
sojourned in the land of Egypt, Goshen was allotted to them by J oseph
to keep them distinct from the Egyptians, and as long as he lived they
were a marked and conspicnous people, an abomination to the Egyptians, and the Egyptians an abomination to them.
But, when J oseph died, their distinction was disregarded, they were
scattered all over Egypt, degraded, oppressed, and persecuted. Follow
them, after their deliverance, through the wilderness, and see how
their distinction is kept up, while passing through the countries of
sworn foes, and forbidden to make any treaty of peace with them;
always fighting-always victorious, for God fought their battlesencircled them with His own perfections as their guard-led them by
a pillar of cloud and of fire as their guide-fed them from heaven with
supernatural food-and granted them exalted privileges, unknown to
all the world beside. Yea, as if to crown and preserve their distinction,
He dwelt among them, and manifested Himself to them. Their distinction was their &trength; but the touch of a Babylonish garment,
and a golden wedge, paralyzed that strength, and suspended their
march towards the promised land.
Joshua, the leader of Israel, was a strict disciplinarian; and it is
said, that "the children of Israel served the Lord all the days of
Joshua:" but no sooner was Joshua dead, than they mixed with the
people whom God had devoted to destruction; and all their after
history proves, that their" mingling with the heathen, and learning
their ways," brought a curse into their blessings, which like a canker ate
out the vitals of their happiness, and produced degradation, captivity,
and death; while dignity, on the contrary, prosperity, and victory,
were always maintained by their abstractedness from the world.
Ezra found the holy seed mingled with the people of the land (Ezra
ix. 2): this cost him deep distress, for he knew there could be no lasting
prosperity while this tremendous evil existed; the command was
imperative, that they should not marry, nor mingle with the nations
of the earth; and whenever that command was violated, the door
was opened for every kind of mischief and misery to come in.
Even so it is now-the Church of God is a peculiar, spiritual, holy
race, distinct from the carnal world; hence all her privileges ought to
be held sacred among spiritual persons; and had this been done,
Popery had never existed. That organized system of idolatry, perfidy,
and murder, would have been unknown in the world, if carnal men had
not been allowed to assume sacred offices: enemies in the camp are
far more to be dreaded than enemies in the field; and one carnal man
in a Christian Church, especially in the ministry, is more to be dreaded
than a thousand infidels around it, because God is insulted thereby,
and consequently His defence is withdrawn.
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This, I apprehend, is the awful crime which is now hastening onthe time of trouble predicted in the connection of my text. - An unholy
alliance is formed between the world and the Church-the peculiarities
of God's people are now rejected as crude and obsolete-the doctrines
of the Gospel are branded as high and dangerous-separation from the
world is stigmatized as schism-and that monstrous heresy, universal
redemption, which emanated from the heart of the Apocalyptic Beast
to deceive the world, and mock the sufferings of Christ, is spreading
like a plague over the long-favoured land of my nativity, preparing
the way for the Abomination of Desolation to be set up.
I should look with horror upon this melancholy picture, did I not
know that" the Lord reigneth ; " and though He has declared that He
" will sift the house of Israel (His Church) among all nations, like as
corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth"
(Amos ix. 9) ; it is therefore matter of certainty, that, however appalling
the coming persecution may be, God's people are safe; for Michael,
the great Priuce, even Jesus, "the Prince of the kings of the earth,"
shall stand up for them; and" at that time," says my text, "thy
people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the
book." No matter how; they shall be delivered: it may be by racks,
or fiery chariots that some of them are conveyed home, but all Dauiel's
kindred shall be delivered.
There are four prominent things in our text, which demand our
attention:
1. A distinguished people.
2. Their register-" they are written in the book."
3. The ordeal through which they pass.
4. The promised deliverance.
Oh, may the Eternal Spirit, the almighty Minister of His Church,
open and apply these things to my heart, and to the hearts of my
hearers, that our judgments may be informed, and our faith strength,
ened to meet the approaching trial; for verily our minds must be
blind indeed to the concurring testimonies of prophecies and passing
events, not to see that the time of trouble for the Church of God is
hastening on. Let one instance in proof suffice for the present; in
the 4th verse of this chapter, it is written, "Many shall run to and
fro, and knowledge shall be increased." This is the prophecy: now
look at the fact in passing events. Was there ever a time, since Daniel
wrote this prediction, in which human knowledge had increased as it is
now increasing 1 Was there ever a time in which so many were running
to and fro to disseminate knowledge 1 And this is declared to be one
of the signs of an approaching time of trouble; such as never was since
there was a nation, at which very time Daniel is assured that all his
people shall be delivered. Does not the inquiry, then, arise in every
thinking mind, that can credit God's word, and discover its accordance
with His providence 1 Have I any interest in the promised deliverance 1
Your claim, my hearers, rests on your relationship-Are you of Daniel's
family 1 Let us examine closely this momentous inquiry under the
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first head of our discourse. Daniel was in a heathen country, yea, in a
heathen court, and surrounded by heathen courtiers, who eyed and
envied his preferment, but this did not make Daniel a heathen!
Daniel was subject to a tyrannical heathen monarch, but that did not
sway his conscience; his distinction was preserved, even in captivity;
and neither cruel conspiracy, nor despotic tyranny, nor a den of lions,
could shake his faith, nor intercept his intercourse with God. Daniel,
and his people are a spiritual, believing race; let us mark their origin
and descent, for it is yet preserved, though all the carnal hosts of
formalists are trying to obliterate it with the soot, and smoke, and
mud of universal redemption.
The bare letter of Scripture would convince any man, if he were not
blinded by the god of this world, that two distinct families are uniformly
set forth in the sacred oracles, from the very opening to the close of the
book of God. The seed of the woman, and the seed of the serpent,
between which God Himself has put enmity (Gen. iii. 15). Cain and
Abel were brothers in nature, yet God had respect to Abel, and then
to his offering, but to Cain and his offering He had not respect, and he
turned out a murderer; and who shall dare to call the Judge of all the
earth to account for this? Nay, rather, who shall not acknowledge
the absolute sovereignty of God therein 1 Noah's three sons escape
the deluge, but those are not all of the Covenant seed that are saved in
the Lord with an everlasting salvation; for Ham is pronounced
accursed by his own father, while Shem and Japheth are blessed; and
their after-history proves that the sentence was of God. Abraham
had two sons, but Ishmael could not be heir with Isaac, for he only
was the child of promise, in whom the Covenant seed was found (Gen.
xxi; 12). This was a subject of mockery to the son of the bondwoman,
as it is to this day (Gen. xxi. 9); but let him mock and rage as he will,
he must be cast out, and even his wife must be taken for him out of
the land of Egypt; so that his posterity, though nnmerons, are all aliens.
Jacob and Esau were twins, yet before they were born, or had done
good or evil, the mind of God concerning them is thus announced,
" I loved J acob and I hated Esau " (l\1alachi i. 2); and the very reason
for this is recorded by the Apostle, "That the purpose of God according
to election might stand" (Rom. ix. 11). In fact, the whole testimony
of Scripture, both in the Old Testament and New, invariably sets forth
the people of God as a distinct peculiar family, separated from all
others, and particularly contrasted with "the people against whom
the Lord hath indignation for ever" (Mal. i. 4). My hearer, quarrel
not with me for the harshness of this language, it is the very language
of Scripture; and to quarrel with it is to quarrel with God.
The language of Him Who" spake as never man spake," is equally
forcible to this point. "My sheep hear My voice; I know them, and
they follow Me; I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of My hand" (John x. 27).
Again, He says, "I pray for them, I pray not for the world" (John
xvii. 9). And in order to make the contrast so clear that nothing but
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wilful rebellion can reject it, He said to the world, "Ye believe not,
because ye are not of My sheep" (John x. 26).
His Sermon on the Mount is decisive to this point, though it is often
referred to, and perverted, as also are the other Scriptures, to support
the anti-Qhristian doctrine of exhortation to the dead, as if our Lord
had delivered this Sermon to the multitudes that followed Him from
GaWee, Decapolis, Jernsalem, Judea, and from beyond Jordan, whereas
it is written," Seeing the multitudes He went up into a mountain, and
when He was set, His disciples came unto Him, and He opened His mouth
and taught them" (Matt. v. 1), apart from the world, because the world
has no interest in the things which are taught of God.
The like testimony is given by all the Apostles in their Epistles,
invariably naming and describing the persons to whom they write, as,
" To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints" (Rom.
i. 7). "The Church of God at Corinth, them that are sanctified in
Christ Jesus, called to be saints" (1 Cor. i. 2). And so all the Epistles
have their proper direction upon them, being intended exclusively for
those whom the direction describes; and it is as wicked to attempt to
generalize them, ,as it would be for the postman to effact the directions
of all the letters committed to his care, then break the seals, and post
them at the corners of the streets. I am bold to aver, without fear of
contradiction, that there is not an indiscriminate invitation to the
enjoyment of spiritual blessings, nor an indiscriminate exhortation to
the performance of spiritual acts, in all the Word of God: they are
everywhere accompanied with explicit descriptions of the persons
invited and exhorted, that the distinction between the Church of God
and the world may be held sacred for ever. Yet, alas! many in the
present day are exerting all their energies to amalgamate the entire
race of Adam, under the delusive and Jesuitical appellation of "the
whole family of man," which is nothing less than open rebellion against
God, and displaying a flag of truce with traitorous Rome.
Still, however, God will preserve His elect distinct from all beside,
by bestowing upon them, and supporting in them, that supernatural
life, which neither Satan, nor his vicegerent the Pope, can either communicate or destroy; for His whole family in heaven and earth,
named after Christ, are graven on His heart, committed to the Mediator's
care, and made the temple for the Holy Ghost to dwell in for ever.
Let us then inquire into the origin and descent of this family of God,
this distinguished people. Their origin is in the eternal counsel,
sovereign choice, and Covenant love of their triune J ehovah; they
were chosen in Christ as their Covenant Head, seen complete in Christ·
before all time-virtually, and indissolubly one with Christ from
everlasting-given to Christ for their security, and accepted in Christ
as the beloved, antecedent to their creation and fall in Adam.
This was strikingly il1ustrated in the history of Abraham, who was
Daniel's ancestor, and the ancestor of all Daniel's people; he was set
up as a Covenant head-the choice of God, and all his people chosen
in him, and this relationship is their glory to this day, "We are
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Abraham's seed," said they to our Lord; and surely true believers
ought to glory in the fact that they are the seed of Christ, when they
can trace their genealogy by spiritual birth up to God as their Father.
Their descent is not like that carnal succession, of which some professof8
vainly boast, and of which we hear so much clamour, both in Rome and
England, a bewitching spell by which Satan's slaves assume the office
of Christ's ambassadors. But the descent of Daniel's people, God's
family, is in a spiritual succession of spiritual births, as it is written,
" Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make
princes in all the earth" (Ps. xlv. 16). And the Apostle Peter calls
them "a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people" (1 Pet. ii. 9). Now, this is a descent worth contending
for, because it preserves that line of distinction, between the Church of
God and the world, which is essential to the consistency of both.
This succession God Himself preserves pure and unbroken, so that He
has never been without a spiritual seed upon earth, though often they
have been, as they are now, almost unseen and unknown, among the
host of pretenders to Christianity, who boast of a carnal succession,
but were never born of God. Oh! it is to be feared that thousands of
such pretenders have gone, and are going down their line of succession
in priestly pomp to the caverns of despair, dragging millions of deluded
devotees in their train. But the God of Daniel takes care of His own
people, and will eventually bring them all home to glory.
Let us now glance at some of the family peculiarities of this distinguished people, especially that royal dignity which characterizes
them all, which we shall do well to examine minutely, that we may be
satisfied that we are numbered with them. True and lasting dignity
is nowhere to be found, since Adam fell, but in the living children of
the living God. They, and they only, are raised up from the degradation which sin has brought on all mankind, aud are manifestly a
superior race of beings. The general notions of dignity place it in
birth, education, wealth, attire, graceful demeanour, magnificent
dwellings, and a retinue of servants; now all these pertsin to Daniel's
family in a super-eminent sense. Their birth is of royal blood, and
they claim affinity with the King of kings-their education is first-rate
and supernatural, for they are taught of God, and consequently
are made wise unto salvation-their wealth consists of riches in glory
by Christ Jesus, which can never be stolen, lost, or squandered,
current in both worlds, and adequate to every want and every desiretheir attire is the righteousness of God put on and worn by faith, as
the court-robes of the royal family-their demeanour is truly graceful
before God and man: if they stand, "they stand fast in the liberty
wherewith Christ has made them free "-if they sit, they" sit together
with Christ in heavenly places "-if they walk, they walk by faith
with God, circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise-if they run, it is
with patience the race set before them, yea, they all so run as to obtainif they speak, they speak as the oracles of God, and their very speech
is "with grace seasoned with salt "-if they sing, it is with grace in
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their hearts making melody unto the Lord; in a word, all their attainments, being supernatural, throw all worldly accomplishments into
the shade, as low and vulgar, or as the Apostle calls them, "beggarly
elements"; so that it may be truly said, in the best sense, that none
conduct themselves gracefully but those who have grace in their
hearts.
Is there dignity in a magnificent dwelling, a stately mansion 1 Then,
the Christian is the most dignified person on earth, for he dwells in
God; as it is written, " He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and
God dwelleth in him" (1 John iv. 16). No other habitation is good
enough for an heir of glory, therefore he prays, " Be Thou my strong
habitation to which I may continually resort" (Ps. \xxi. 3), and,
dwelling in the secret place of the Most High, he cheerfully joins in the
family song, "Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations" (Ps. xc. 1). He envies not the worldling his mansion or his
palace, for all the perfections of Deity surround him, and his eternal
rest is in the bosom of J ehovah.
Is a train of servants reqnisite to keep up dignity 1 In this also
the saints are pre·eminent, for all the angels in heaven are ministering
spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation
(Heb. i. 14). And who can guess the numberless instances in which
those celestial attendants invisibly protect and assist the people of
God on their way home!
We ought not to omit the association of this distinguished people,
as no inconsiderable part of their dignity. Nobility llnd royalty are
the ranks in which they are found, they are all titled courtiers, descendants of the noble Bereans, who searched the Scriptures daily
(Acts xvii. 11); yea, the King Himself brings them into His banquet
house. They walk with God, have fellowship with the Father, and
with His Son, Jesus Christ-they are allowed to open the secrets of
their hearts to the Most High, and His secret is with them, yea, He
shows them His Covenant. Moreover, He has prepared a sumptuous
feast for them, and thus kindly welcomes them to it, " Eat, 0 friends,
drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved." The choicest dainties are
on His table, suited to the refined tastes of heaven-born souls, with old
wine that" cheers the heart of God and man"; yea, wines on the lees
well refined, having been on the lees from eternity (Isa. xxv. 6). Now,
let us contrast the Christian's dignity in these things, with the proud
and vain pretensions of worldlings.
The Christian is born of God, with a nature capable of enjoying God;
the worldling is born of Adam's tainted blood, and only capable of
earthly enjoyments, nay, incapable even of them in the true sense of
enjoyment, for" the curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked"
(Proverbs iii. 33). The Christian has a first-rate education, for to
him" it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God," even
though he may be so illiterate as to be scarcely able to read a chapter
in the Bible; the worldling may be well furnished with classic lore,
and be master of ~very science, yea, he may have studied divinity all
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his life, and yet be ignorant of "the first principles of the oracles of
God" (Heb. v. 12). The Christian possesses durable riches and
righteousness (Prov. viii. 18), yea, treasure laid up in heaven, and can
never be poor; but the worldling possesses only gilded toys, winged
wealth, thick clay. The Christian is clad in royal robes; the woddling
in filthy rags. The Christian dwells in God, and shall dwell in glory;
the woddling lives in sin here, and dying so, will dwell in the dungeon
of despair for ever. The Christian's demeanour is like Daniel's, in
simplicity and godly sincerity, walking in love, uprightness, and
integrity; while the accomplishments of the woddling often consist in
frothy compliments, treacherous adulation, and sickening affectation!
Oh, my soul, avoid the woddling and his flimsy accomplishments, and
claim relationship to Daniel, aspiring to his attainments! Further,
the woddling may pride himself in being admitted to the company of
the great and nohle of the earth, especially if admitted to banquet with
royalty, though, after all, it is but one mortal associated with another,
toarm with worm; and even this, perhaps, in hired ornaments, and
but for an hour. The Christian, however, walks with God on earth;
and is assured by the King of kings, Who has given him a robe of
righteousness, and a garment of salvation, that he shall sit down with
Him on His throne, and as a king and priest reign with Him for ever and
ever! Say then, my hearer, do you belong to Daniel's family 1 Are
you numbered with the people of the Most High God 1
We proceed, in the second place, to notice the Register of Daniel's
family; they are said to be written in the book. Blessed book! If
this precious Bible be the book intended, I love to examine its contents,
to search it for its hidden treasure, to inquire into its secret mysteries,
its deep things which are concealed from the carnal mind, but revealed
to the eye of faith by their Divine Author. But there is another book,
of earlier date, and greater antiqnity than the Bible, in which the
register of God's people is to be found; I mean, the book of Covenant
decrees, entitled" the Lamb's book of life" (Rev. xxi. 27). This is the
volume of the book in which it is written of Jesus, "Lo! I come, I
delight to do Thy will, 0 My God" (Ps. xl. 7). Jesus having read this
book, appeals to it for the register 'of His people, saying to the Father,
" In Thy book all My members were written, which, in continuance
were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them" (Ps. cxxxix. 16) ;
and when He would point His disciples to the highest possible ground
of rejoicing, He says, " Rather rejoice because your names are written
in heaven" (Luke x. 20). And when Paul greeted his fellow-labourers,
the Holy Ghost taught him to say, "Whose names are in the book of
life" (Phil. iv. 3). There stand the names of all the elect people of
God, and therein is written all that concernS them for time and for
eternity. My hearer, do you believe this 1 I have given you" Thus
saith the Lord," for it; and remember, to reject this fundamental
doctrine, is to give God the lie, and reject the testimony of His Word,
which from Genesis to Revelation is replete with this glorious truth.
Unregenerate men may carp and cavil at this statement, endeavouring
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to explain away the explicit meaning of the Word of God; but to be
consistent, they should reject the Bible altogether, for it uniformly
speaks this language; therefore, nothing can be more absurd than to
profess to believe the Bible, and yet to reject the most prominent
doctrine it contains, and set up a system which is at variance with its
whole spirit and tenor, by perverting a few detached texts, which,
when torn from their connection, may seem to support the Arminian
heresy. It is not man's province to judge God's Word, and condemn
it as harsh-this were impious! It must be accepted as a Divine
revelation, leaving its Divine Author to justify Himself.
If vain man, who is "born like a wild ass's colt" (Job xi. 12), will
be so wise in his own eyes as to reject part of God's Word, because it is
irreconcilable with his wild theory, he may as well reject the whole;
for he thereby makes it of no more value than Mahomet's lying Koran,
or Paine's blasphemous reasonings. But whoever is enabled to receive
the oracles of God as the infallible standard of -faith and practice,
must see, if eulightened by the Holy Spirit, that they uniformly refer
to their original, the book of Covenant decrees, which is constantly
under the inspection of J ehovah, and is the rule of His conduct toward
men. According to this, every providence is directed, and the most
minute affairs of the whole family of God are regulated. Think of this,
ye tried believers; all the sorrows, cares, afflictions, and persecutions
through which you are called to pass are recorded in this book of
decrees: and all the supplies of grace, strength, comfort, and joy
which you receive are recorded there also: your interests are blended
with the interests of Christ; your names are registered with His in the
Book of Life; Head and members together: and I scruple not to
affirm that the meanest, weakest saint on earth is as safe as the elder
Brother, the Covenant Head Himself, who has sworn to them all,
" Because I live, ye shall live also."
H

Chained to His throne the volume lies,
With all the fate. of men;
With every angel's form a.nd size,
Dra.wn by the eternal pen.
l)

And every child of God, every heir of glory, is found written in that
book, as an object of everlasting love. But some timid souls may be
ready to exclaim, these statements appear perfectly unanswerable,
and must be very encouraging to those who are interested in them,
but how may I know that my name is there 1 I will endeavour to
satisfy you, my brother, upon this important point, for J ehovah has
condescended to give an open revelation of the book of the Covenant
in the book of inspiration, which is an abstract thereof; and if you can
find your name (your experience) written in the Bible with Daniel's
family, then you may be sure it is in the Book of Life, and can never be
blotted out. The original is safe in the archives of heaven; the copy
is sent down for us to read, in which the people of God are strikingly
;3
portrayed.
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We will confine our attention to Daniel, as it is his people who are
said to be written in the book; and his people are all, more or less, like
himself in four particulars. In the first place, they are written in this
book as the children of a Covenant Head, the true circumcision, of
wh'mr it is thus recorded, "The Lord thy God will circumcise thine
heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live" (Deut. xxx. 6).
In explanation of this the Apostle was directed by the Holy Ghost to
congratulate true believers, saying, "We are the circumcision which
worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh" (Phil. iii. 3); thus are they written in the book.
Now let each of my hearers ask the solemn question, " Does this record
belong to me? Am I thus written in the book of inspiration? Then
I may indulge the cheering hope that my name is found written in the
book of Covenant decrees."
Again, Daniel and his people are written in this book as praying
souls; for in the 6th chapter it is written that Daniel with his window
open toward Jerusalem, looking toward the temple as the type of
Christ, "Kneeled npon his knees three times a day, and prayed" ;
and this he did in the face of the blasphemous decree of a despotic
tyrant forbidding all prayer, but to himself. Neither imperial wrath
nor the den of lions could silence the voice of prayer. Say then, my
hearer, are yon of Daniel's people, who keep up the holy habit of
prayer? Are your eyes directed toward Christ, the temple, in whom
all the fulness of the Godhead dwells? Then in the coming persecution, neither laws, prisons, racks, nor flames shall prevent your
daily intercourSe with God. Thus written in the book of truth, you
may be satisfied that you are registered in the original book of Covenant
decrees on high.
Further, it is written in the book concerning Daniel that his conduct
was so circumspect and exemplary that his most bitter and implacable
enemies could find fault with nothing but his religion; and have left
this memorable testimony on record to his honour, and to their own
shame, "We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except
we find it against him concerning the law of his God" (vi. 5). Oh,
that everyone of my hearers may be enabled so to live, as to extort the
same acknowledgment from modern conspirators who despise the law
of God, hating ,and persecuting the Daniels of the present day!
Brethren, suffer the word of exhortation; "walk circumspectly,"
" having a good conscience; that whereas they speak evil of you, as of
evil doers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ" (1 Pet. iii. 16). You know by painful experience
the bitterness of the religious world against the kindred of Daniel,
whose consciences are not so pliant as to yield to the custom of giving
that honour to man which only belongs to God. You know how they
charge us with holding doctrines which lead to licentiousness. Now,
I call upon you, my brethren, to prove these Babylonians to be false
accusers, by giving them no occasion, except it be concerning the law
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of your God. Then, if they will persist in persecuting us as Antinomians, we may well endure this in the company of such a man as Daniel,
with our names found written with him in the book.
Moreover, it is written of Daniel, that he stood high in Divine favour,
and was personally assured of it by a revelation from God, saying,
" 0 man, greatly beloved, fear not, peace be unto thee" (x. 19). N:ow
who among my hearers is living in the enjoyment of this blessed
assurance? How many of you can respond to Daniel's experience,
as Paul did, saying, " He loved me, and gave Himself for me " (Gal. ii.
20). I do not mean to say that this attainment is essential to prove
your relation; this is not enjoyed by all God's children; they are
all greatly beloved, but they do not all know it. It is very desirable,
but many have not reached it; to such I would say, if the other three
characteristics of Daniel's family be yours, you may with confidence
wait in anticipation of realizing this, and rejoice that you are found
written in the book, as regenerated, praying, circumspect Christians,
and that this register is copied from the book of Covenant decrees.
Nevertheless, I would not have you satisfied without this assurance
also, for indeed it is fraught with comfort and brings much glory to
God.
Listen not to the hue and cry raised against it by the modern
Pharisees, of enthusiasm, presumption, and danger. If it were so,
would God have sent an angel from heaven to communicate it to
Daniel? or would He constant.ly send His Holy Spirit to bear witness
with our spirits that we are the children of God? (Rom. viii. 16),
thereby enabling us to approach Him in the spirit of adoption, crying,
Abba, Father (Rom. viii. 15).
Remember, beloved, if this be dangerous doctrine, God Himself is
the author of the danger, and all those who reject it as dangerous,
affect to be wiser than God, and charge Him foolishly! Oh, the daring
temerity of proud Arminianism! The free·will conspiracy which
reviles the charter of grace, and perverts the oracles of God, would,
if it could, dethrone Christ, and turn His kingdom of Divine sovereignty
into republican anarchy as a stronghold for infidelity.
But let us notice how Daniel attained to this assurance, and by what
process of experience he was led to this high standing; this also is
written in the book. When this Divine manifestation commenced he
was alone, and so powerfully was the hand of God upon him that all
his strength was gone; he fell with his face to the ground, and his
comeliness was turned into corruption (Dan. x. 8). Just so, my
brother, God deals with all whom He intends for the enjoyment of
assurance. The first touch of omnipotent grace paralyzes all creature
strength, and the first view God gives a man of himself turns his supposed comeliness into corruption. The high road to assurance is
through this valley of humiliation. When God gives a man to see and
feel that he is a very mass of corruption, then, and not till then, he may
expect to be favoured with special manifestations of Divine love.
Snppose an elegantly dressed, beautiful lady stood before you in all

356

The Gospel Magazine.

the attractions which human nature ever wore, and by her side lay a
breathless corpse far gone to putrefaction, proud free-will would claim
the former as the facsimile of creature comeliness; but only let the
touch of the Holy Ghost remove the veil of ignorance from your heart,
and show you the corruption which lies hidden there, and you will be
constrained to acknowledge that the loathsome corpse is the most fit
emblem of your corrupt nature which you must carry about with you
as long as you are in the wilderness, though all its comeliness is turned
into corruption. Paul travelled this same road, to attain his assurance,
as we read in his Epistle to the Romans vii. 24, when after complairllng
of the body of death which he carried about with him, he breaks out
in a strain of thanksgiving, which proclaimed the assurance he had
realized, " I thank God, through Jcsus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vii. 25.)
A sense of Divine love in the soul is never enjoyed until the soul is
laid prostrate in the dust of self-abasement, having no strength remaining, and adopting Job's language in a spiritual sense, " I have said to
corruption, Thou art my father; and to the worm, Thou art my mother
and my sister; and where now is my hope! " (Job xvii. 14). Then
the soul is prepared to receive that gracious touch, which set Daniel
upon his knees, and upon the palms of his hands (chap. x. lO). Sacred
posture! blessed touch! which brings the soul into communion with
God. Say, my brother, has all this been done for you! Do your
knees, and the palms of your hands bear witness to the prostration of
all your powers before God! Then cherish the blessed anticipation
that ere long Daniel's assurance will be yours. One touch more of
that Divine hand shall open your mouth and strengthen your faith
(ver. 18), to hear Him say to thee, even to thee, "0 man, greatly
beloved, fear not" (ver. 19).
Thus, my hearer, if you can read in the book of inspiration a correct
description of your own experience, you have proof positive that you
are greatly beloved of the Lord, and that your name is written in the
book of Covenant decrees, as interested in all the blessings wjUch
Covenant love has provided for a Covenant people. But let the
careless, prayerless sinner remember that it is written, "Whosoever
was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of
fire" (Rev. xx. 15).
One thought more upon this head. The people of God are thus made
manifest in both worlds. Like Job they each may exclaim, " Behold,
my witness is in heaven, and my record is on high" (Job xvi. 19);
for there God the Father looks upon the names of His children,
registered before Him as the objects of His love; and as "in
continuance they are fashioned," and brought forth into actual
existence, He fulfils the designs of love and the purposes of mercy in
their experience-God the Son recognises the members of His mystical
body in union with Himself, and interested in all Covenant engagements-God the Spirit bears His witness in heaven to the family
compact, making Himself responsible for their sanctification. They
are also made manifest in this world by being written in the book of
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Scripture, for there is such an exact correspondence between that
which is wrought in the heart by the Holy Ghost, and that which He
has written in His Word, that he who runs may read the agreement;
and if this criterion were constantly brought into use, hypocrites would
be detected-timid believers would be greatly encouraged-and the
distinction of the Church of God from the world would be more
effectually preserved.
By this rule James perceived the grace which was in Paul, and gave
him the right hand of fellowship (Gal. ii. 9). Paul also perceived that
Simon Magus was in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity
(Acts viii. 23). The Shunamite perceived that Elisha was a holy man
of God (2 Kings iv. 9), and even the enemies of God's people in
Nehemiah's day, it is said, perceived that the work was wrought of
God (Neh. vi. 16). Yea, it is promised of those who are found written
in the book, that "Their seed shall be known among the Gentiles,
and their offspring among the people; all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the Lord hath blessed"
(Isa. Ixi. 9). Thrice happy the man who can open the precious book
of God, and read his own genealogy among the regenerated people of
God, and thereby obtain the fullest satisfaction that his register is
safe in the ancient register book of Covenant decrees.
Let us now proceed to notice the ordeals through which this people
have to pass, for verily they are a tried people, and their whole history
is one continued proof of this fact. Their trials may be classed under
two heads-family experience, and outward persecutions. The
experience of a child of God is truly affecting when under the terrors
of a broken law, which is then proved to be a fiery law (Deut. xxxiii. 2),
flaming with curses and condemnation, and consuming with its terrors
every vestige of false hope and pharisaic pride. To have the law of
God placed before our eyes in gold letters, and to hear it read in public
may excite our admiration and invite the response of "Lord, have
mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law"; but it is
quite another thing to have that law expounded by Christ, and applied
to the conscience by the Holy Ghost in all its spirituality and extent.
The former may stifle conscience and foster pride, but the latter brings
the sentence of death into the soul, and reiterates the declaration of
the Holy Ghost by Paul, " By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh
be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin" (Rom.
iii. 20); and when the commandment thus comes with power Divine,
sin revives, and the sinner dies (Rom. vii. 9).
This makes the sinner conscious of his ruin and helplessness, so that
he cries out, "Woe is me, I am undone!" "Pay me that thou
owest" is the requisition of the law, rejecting all compromise. Insolvency and guilt are felt, eternal imprisoument and wrath Divine are
dreaded, and the very sentence of death is felt within. Say now, my
hearer, if you have passed through this experience-is it not a fiery
ordeal? This differs widely from that tame smooth kind of Christianity
which knows nothing of wounding or healing, of killing or making alive.
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A change of opinion, or the adoption of a new creed, with the cleansing
of the outside of the cup and platter are easy things, quite within the
power of man; but a wounded conscience, a broken heart, and a naked
soul before God are affecting demonstrations of all-conquering grace
known-only to the people of God, and will cause them to exclaim with
Solomon, " The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity, but a wounded
spirit who can bear? " (Prov. xviii. 14).
Fear not, tried sonl, if such I am addressing, the Deliverer is at hand,
He well knows all the sharp exercises of His people, and when they are
thoroughly emptied of self, stripped of all creature righteousness and
rejected by Moses, then He reveals Himself as "The end of the law for
righteousness to everyone that believeth." He hath maguified that
holy law whieh you cannot keep, and when He comes He will tell you
that you are not under the law, but under grace, and consequently
that there is now no condemnation to you; nay, even the terrors of it
which you have felt are proofs that its eurse is removed from you;
and now you may delight in it after the inner man, for you do not
require any compromise or abatement, but present in full payment
the perfect, sinless obedience of your Divine Surety, with which J ehovah
has declared Himself well pleased, and by which you are exonerated
for ever from curse and condemnation (Rom. viii. 1).
This ordeal is rendered still more fiery by the assanlts of Satan, and
"We are not ignorant of his devices." The Apostle calls his temptations " fiery darts," and indeed many a Christian has proved them to
be so. It is to be lamented that he has his divines, whose antiscriptural
phraseology furnishes him with materials for his "fiery darts";
some of them talk about" a day of grace." Immediately the tempter
turns preacher, and tells the poor timid sonl that his day of grace is
past, he has sinned it away, and now there is no hope for him. Then
he represents his sins as too great to be forgiven, and thus with fiery
darts would drive the sonl to despair.
The doctrine of election is then represented (by his divines) as something very awful, and to be concealed "like sugar melted in tea " ;
then the archfiend insinuates thus, You see this is a Gospel truth, and
these wise (worldly wise) men conceal it, because you need not concern
yourself about making your calling and election sure; if you are
elected you will be saved. And if he cannot succeed in lulling the soul
to carelessness by these blind guides, then he roundly asserts that the
names of such vile sinners cannot be found written in the book of life.
Oh, who can tell what keen distress such suggestions produce in an
awakened soul! Satan is a wily foe, and knows well how, by turns, to
tempt to presumption and to despair.
Fear not, my brother, if Satan were not desperately afraid of losing
you, nay, if he did not know that Almighty Grace had already rescued
you from his kingdom, he would not take so much pains to harass and
distress you. For when you were led captive by him at his will, and
lived in carnal security, he brought no such suggestions to your mind ;
you lived obedient to his sway, and gave him no trouble, therefore he
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gave you none; but now the very rage he manifests proves that you
have quitted his service. Take encouragement from his" fiery darts "
to believe that you are of Daniel's family, and that your name is found
written in the book.
Whenever the tempter assails, meet him, as our dear Lord did, with
an "It is written." If he insinuates that Christ will not receive a
wretch so vile, your reply is, it is written, "This man receiveth sinners."
If he says, but your sins are too great to be forgiven-answer, it is
written, "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool"
(Isa. i. 18). If he again urges that your sins are of such an aggravated
kind, that your case is hopeless-repel his lies with, it is written," The
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin" (I John i. 7).
Added to all the fiery darts of the wicked one, there are hosts of
inbred corruptions pertaining to the old Adam nature which cost the
child of God much distress. Sin which dwelleth in him is like a stream
that is checked and stopped up; it rises and foams where it cannot
have vent, and this creates trouble and sorrow in the heart; hence the
daily conflict in which the believer is called to crucify base lusts, to
mortify carnal desires, to keep under inbred corruptions, to put off the
old man with his deeds; for verily he finds out what Paul discovered
in his experience, that his poor fleshly fallen nature is a very mass of
corruption, and like him he exclaims, "I know that in me, that is in
my flesh, dwelleth no good thing" (Rom. vii. 18).
Many a fruitless effort is made to improve the old man before the
soul is brought to accept the free grace salvation that is in Christ Jesus
without money and without price, and every such attempt is like
putting another dam across the tide of inbred corruption, which makes
it foam the more, until the poor soul is threatened with inundation,
and cries out with David, "I shall one day perish" (I Sam. =vii. 1).
He finds all his efforts to be only the accumulation of wood, hay, and
stubble-the law sets fire to them-and Satan's temptations fan the
flame, so that this is indeed a fiery ordeal; but there is much mercy in
it, because it proves the work of grace, distinguishes the Israel of God,
and prepares the soul for the enjoyment of Christ and His full salvation.
Let such as are thus exercised, take comfort in the recollection that
in their unregeneracy, when blind and dead, they were strangers to
. these complaints and conflicts; it is the entrance of grace that develops
corruption; and the very discoveries which distress the awakened
soul, are satisfactory evidences of life Divine: and when I hear the
poor broken-hearted sinner complain of himself, as being more like a
child of the devil than like a child of God, I conclude there must be
some life in him, some light and love in him, or he would be a stranger
to these emotions; and I am prepared to say to him, Take courage,
my brother, you are of Daniel's family, the Deliverer is at hand, and
you shall be delivered; for your name is found written in the book.
But, there is another ordeal through which the Church of God has
to pass, and which, I think, the Holy Ghost particularly intended in
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this passage, viz., open persecution. Those who are at all conversant
with Church history, can look back upon scenes of horror the most
appalling, in the sufferings of the people of God from the murderous
hand of the" Man of Sin"; particularly since the days of Constantine,
that hypocritical Emperor-that Emperor of hypocrites-who made
Christianity a fashionable thing, and created a host of carnal Bishops
and Priests, who have always been the bane of society and the curse
of the world. What has been the history of Popery, from that time to
this, but one continued· catalogue of crime; such as oppression,
robbery, intrigue, falsehood, treachery, plunder, torture, murder, and
every description of villainy!
And this infernal monster, Popery, is now rearing his impious head
again in this long-favoured country, and will, I fear, soon repeat his
diabolical cruelties upon the Church of God. Those who are permitted
to tarry long in the wilderness, will then have their religion put to the
test; and that Christianity, which stands ouly in the wisdom of men,
will give way, and not ouly turn to Popery, but will become its most
active agent in betraying the people of God, as Judas betrayed their
Master; for nothing but vital godliness will stand that fiery ordeal,
when penalties, prisons, and death are put in force to make converts
to Antichrist. Many, I know, will be inclined to treat this warning
with contempt, and denounce such an alarm as groundless. This
matters not to me. As a watchman on the walls of Zion, I feel it my
duty to give them warning as I see the sword coming, that their blood
may not be upon my head; and, peradventure, when the Lord hath
said to me, as he did to Daniel, "Go thy way, for thou shalt rest,"
those who now sneer at my forebodings, may be the victims of the
very serpent which they are now warIning in their bosoms; and, too
late, remember my words.
Everything around us portends the coming storm; and look which
way we will, the clouds gather blackness; political changes-the
rapid growth of open Popery-the compromising spirit of nominal
Protestantism-the wide-spreading contagion of Arminianism, and
the apathy of real Christians, all seem to demand the fulfilment of
that solemn declaration, "Lo, I will command, and I- will sift the
house of Israel (the Church) among all nations, like as corn is sifted
in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth" (Amos ix. 9).
I say not these things to excite unnecessary fears, but to send my
hearers to the throne of grace, if peradventure God may avert the
judgment, and save my beloved country.
If we review political changes, have they not, invariably, for many
years past made successive concessions to Popery 1 As I do not like
dwelling upon politics, I shall only mention that one dark deed which
has blackened the page of English history, and sealed the nation's
doom. I mean, the falsely called Emancipation Bill, which was passed
in spite of the voice of the nation against it; there being TWO THOUSAND
NINE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE petitions against it, and most of them
numerously signed, while only two hundred and seventy-four, of (even
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nominal) Protestants were presented for it; and a large majority of

Gospel ministers petitioned against it. Yet it passed into a law; and
neither the voice of the nation nor the oath of the monarch prevented
it. What but Popish influence and blind infatuation could have
produced such an event 1
What has been the result 1 The rapid growth and uncovered
impudence of open Popery; and yet, hundreds of nominal Protestants
still refuse to open their eyes, and are wicked enough to deny the
fact, or foolish enough to imagine that Popery is not that barbarous
momter it once was, though facts of daily occurrence, especially in
Ireland, demonstrate the Romish Beast to be the same diabolical
Beast now as in the days of Queen Mary.
What! Are English Protestants still determined to slumber, as if
all were secure, when Papists are making the landed property of this
Island their own, by immense purchases in every corner thereof 1
Will they still hum the lullaby of an " enlightened age," and" march
of intellect," while Popish chapels, colleges, and nunneries multiply
from fifty to more than five hundred in a few years 1 Will they still
dream of Protestant prosperity amidst a nation almost PEOPLED
already with Popish emigrants and Jesnits, swarming in every circle of
society 1 Is it indeed a proof of the enlightening of society, that they
can tolerate, and gaze with wonder at the profane idolatry of elevating
the" host" in our open streets 1 O! England, O! ye nominal Protestants, "Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the Lord hath
spoken. Give glory to the Lord your God, before He cause darkness,
and before your feet stumble upon the dark mountains; and while ye
look for light, He turn it into the shadow of death, and make it gross
darlmess. But if ye will not hear, my soul shall weep in secret places
for your pride; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears,
because the Lord's flock is carried away captive" (Jer. xiii. 15-17).
Shall Popish influence sway a Protestant senate, and even insinuate
itself into a Protestant cabinet, unsuspected and unopposed 1 And
will professing Protestants yet persist in wearing the mark of the
Beast in their foreheads, until his cloven foot treads down all their
liberties and privileges 1 My God! forbid it, and command Thy
ministers to cry, "Spare Thy people, 0 Lord, and give not Thine
heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule over them. Wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God 1 " (Joel ii.
17).
Popery is not less deceitful than cruel; it is a compound of the
serpent and the tiger; and it is notorious that the most solemn oaths
may be taken and violated by them at their convenience. The whole
priesthood are sworn to extirpate heretics, whenever and wherever it
is practicable; and yet in England, those very priests (while their
power is limited) can address such heretics from pulpit and press, as
"dear brethren," while they thirst for their blood: "Art thou in
health, my brother 1 " is on the tongue, and a dagger concealed under
the garment (2 Sam. xx. 9). What they cannot accomplish by force,
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they will, if possible, effect by fraud; they can menace or fawn, as
best suits their diabolical purpose.
The conduct of Balaam towards Israel seems to be the model by
which their present policy toward Protestants is formed. Balak, 1:i.ng
of Moab, sought to destroy God's Israel, and mustered his forces for
that purpose; he hired Balaam to curse them, being superstitious
enough to suppose that the curse of a soothsayer would make the
whole Church of God an easy prey to his vengeance; but their God
interposed, and neither the curse nor the sword could touch them!
What, then, was the plan which that agent of Satan adopted 1 Intrigue!
He "taught Balak to cast a stumbling-block before the ehildren of
Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit foruication "
(Rev. ii. 14. Read Num. xxv. 1-3).
This has been, and still is, the conduct of Popery in England; and
this day (the 5th of November) reminds us of the plot which was formed
more than two centuries ago, and of the force which was then prepared
to subjugate England to Rome. God frustrated their infernal designs,
and saved His people from their vengeance. And are we to suppose
that Popery has abandoned its purpose 1 Oh! no. It has indeed
changed its mode of warfare, from violence to intrigue; but its designs
are not less cruel and diabolical. Balaam could insinuate that there
was no such great difference as was supposed between Moabites and
Israelites, and they might very well associate on co=on ground,
marry and intermarry, and 80 amalgamate their interests. Thus
Israel was ensnared and subjugated to Moab; and thus the Papists
are now insidiously attempting the ruin of Protestantism in England!
They profess to be liberal, because they know that the popular cry of
the ignorant is for liberalism, whereas they are sworn to be illiberal,
and well know that no principle of liberality can live in the bosom of
Popery. They affect to be harmless, and tell us they are misrepresented
and maligned when their real character and principles are exposed;
whereas they know that the half of their wickedness has never been
told, and that all their bloody laws and edicts are yet in full force,
only waiting for opportunity and power. They can marry with
Protestants, and contract that their children shall be educated, some
for Papists and some for Protestants. O! treacherous beings!
1I10abites indeed! And all this is winked at by their Balaam, the
Roman Pontiff. How was holy Nehemiah grieved at this same conduct
in Israel of old; and in what pathetic words has he left it on record.
"In those days saw I Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, of
Ammon, and of Moab; and their children spake half in the speech of
Ashdod" (Neh. >:ill. 23). This is awfully the case now! The artifice
of Popery, in mingling itself with nominal Protestantism, has so corrupted the pure language of the gospel, that the phraseology of modern
divines is more like the speech of Ashdod than of Ziou, yea, more like
Popery than Protestantism.
The treachery of Popery is without parallel, and its perseverance
therein the most untiring. Nothing will ever satisfy it but the entire
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prostration of the lives, property, and consciences of all mankind to
the despotic sway of the cruel and blasphemous tyranny of Satan's
vicegerent at, Rome. And will British Christians persist in helping
forward such a terrific conspiracy against God and man 1 Will they
allow themselves to be duped with fair pretences and hypocritical lies,
until they are drawn under the paw of the Apocalyptic Beast 1 It was
a saying of one of the old divines, " Popery came in like a lion once, but
its next coming in will be in the character of a lamb." That character
it is now assuming; though, even its own champions declare it to be
unchanged and unchangeable. Let it only reach that ascendancy for
which it is now striving, and this lamb-like appearance will soon be
exchanged for the ferocious barbarity of its former, and Teal character.
I say not these things in bitterness of spirit, but in affectionate
faithfulness, anxious, if possible, to undeceive the deluded multitudes,
who are the dupes of priestcraft; and to warn multitudes more, who
are in danger of being swallowed up in the hungry maw of the
Apocalyptic Beast. There is an essential difference between the ignorant
populace who are enslaved in Popish chains, and the wicked priests
who enslave them; the former are indeed objects of pity, far more
degraded than any negro slaves under the most cruel slave-owners.
Their eyes are blinded, so that they cannot, may not, see but with
their priest's eyes. Their tongues are tied, so that they cannot, may
not, speak but as their priests permit and direct. Yea, their very
thoughts are chained down in their confessional, so that they cannot,
may not, think, speak, or act but as they are ordered by the cruel
tyrants who plunder them for their support. A fly caught in a spider's
web is a fit emblem of a papist peasant; his legs and wings are first
tied, and then his blood is sucked by the venomous creature that
prepared the net for him. But the priests know better; they are
wilful deceivers; for their whole system is so palpably opposed to the
Word of God, and to common sense, that it would require a great
stretch of charity to think there is an honest man among them, from
the pontiff to the mendicant friar; with them the whole system is an
organized scheme of wickedness, the masterpiece of infernal ingenuity,
the concentration of every crime, one remove beyond infidelity.
In fact, Popery is not a religion at all; and it is a sad delusion to
suppose that a mere difference of creed is all that exists between
Protestants and Papists. Popery is a political conspiracy, to subjugate
empires, 1--ingdoms, thrones, and states to one tyrant--" who opposeth
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped;
so that he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that
he is God" (2 Thess. n. 4). To accomplish this political purpose his
agents assume a priestly authority, and arrogate to themselves the
power to save or to damn souls. Thousands of their infatuated vassals
believe this, and consequently dare not refuse to do and say anything
and everything which these vested wretches command. They wear
the name of Christianity, as Satan transforms himself into an angel of
light, to deceive (2 Cor. ii. 14). They are his ministers, and not Christ's;
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and they are going out" to deceive the nations," in order to put all
people, all power, and all property, yea, and every man's conscience
and life, under their despotic sway; and will Englishmen, will Christians, submit to this monster!
But this is not all; what is the present state of Protestantism! O!
I sigh at the very enquiry. If I look at it in the national hierarchy of
England, I see it "a house divided against itself"; three distinct
parties are found within its pale; one party is already become popish,
and openly advocates the old carnal heresy of baptismal regeneration,
and couples it with the blasphemous pretension to priestly absolution.
These have only to acknowledge the authority of the Roman Pontiff to
complete their apostacy! Another party, half evangelical, have set
up the popish idol of free-will, on the dark mountain of universal redemption, in the desert of carnal reason, like Nebuchadnezzar's image in
the plain of Dura, expecting all men to worship it (Dan. iii. 1); and a
third party, a despised few, against whom the door to preferment is
shut, are" valiant for the truth. upon the earth"; and yet, strange to
tell, these children all claim one mother, and each thinks himself most
like his parent! Will not the enemy take advantage of this! Methinks I see him grin with pleasure, in the anticipation of bringing to
desolation the" kingdom which is thus divided against itself" (Matt.
xii. 25).
Universal redemption-baptismal regeneration-apostolic succession
-and priestly absolution, are four main pillars of Popery, and all these
are now publicly advocated under the name of Protestantism. Is it
not then too true, that there is not so much difference between them
as there once was! But let it be remembered, that all the concession
is on the side of nominal Protestants, and that Popery still maintains
its obstinate adherence to all its obnoxious and soul-destroying doctrines; and it is to be feared that the progressive defection of modern
professors will soon glide them down into the lap of the mother of
harlots; or, to change the figure, confederate them with the conspiracy
of Rome, to slay the witnesses of God.
If I turn to the body of Protestant Dissenters, I see no brighter
shades in this gloomy picture, unless the unholy alliance of Arians,
Socinians, Deists, and Evangelicals, can cheer a Christian's mind!
The man who fears God, shrinks back with horror when he sees professing Christians absorbed in political intrigue-associated with Jesuits
and infidels in public clamour, and quitting the sanctity of the Church
of God for the company of profane rivals in worldly ambition. And
what will a true Christian say, if he sees a professor of divinity, wearing
D.D. attached to his name, occupying hustings, with the picture of a
mermaid over his head, advocating the cause of infidelity! Oh, the
dismal catalogue of crime perpetrated under the disguise of Christianity
is appalling to every Christian mind. I sicken as I touch upon these
things, and hasten away from them with disgust.
The widespreading contagion of Arminianism seems to me to be
the prolific cause of almost every abomination; for I do not see men
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of truth, who are taught of God the precious doctrines of sovereign
grace, among the degenerate multitude, the amateurs of worldly
policy. But Arminianism, like its mother at Rome, can yield to anything, can bend to any shape, and yet preserve its elasticity, so as to
return constantly to its stubborn rebellion against the sovereignty of
God. It suits the depravity of fallen man, and fosters the pride of
his heart, by proclaiming the freedom and sovereignty of His will ;
so that it is sure to enlist every unregenerate man under its banner, and
has all the weapons of carnal reason-human tradition-worldly
influence-and Satanic art at its command, in its warfare against the
people of God-against the truth of God-and against the GOD OF
TRUTH!

I am prepared to meet the reproach which these statements will
bring upon me; for such is the temporizing spirit of the times that
one will say, "How uncharitable!" Another will exclaim, "How
censorious!" And a third will sneer and mutter, " He thinks nobody
right but himself: Churchmen wrong! Dissenters wrong! All wrong! "
I reply, all are wrong who are not born again! I do not censure a
churchman because he is a churchman, but because he is carnal! I
have no contention with a dissenter because he is a dissenter, but
because he is carnal! For I conceive the greatest curse upon earth to
be a carnal-minded professor of the religion of Jesus! "To be carnallyminded is death" (Rom. viii. 6). A carnal monarch may create carnal
prelates-earnal prelates may ordain carnal priests-and carnal priests
deceive carnal multitudes to their eternal destruction. Moreover, a
carnal Nonconformist may speculate in religious things, and employ
his capital or his talent in chapel building and in amusing orations,
while the object is carnal, the means carnal, and the end death! But
the true Christian, whether he be an Episcopalian or a Nonconformist,
is a spiritual man! Born of the Spirit-taught of the Spirit-and
living under the anointing of the Spirit, in the enjoyment of " life and
peace." With such I have no contention, but ardently desire to
cultivate every feeling of brotherly kindness; but I cannot cease to
expose and to oppose that carnal systematic mockery of God, which in
every pale of profession employs carnal agents, with carnal means to
deceive souls, by substituting the form of godliness for the power.
And if this faithfulness offends, I glory in being an offender.
Amidst all this, how distressing is the apathy of real Christians!
Why are they not aroused by these signs of the times to unite in daily
fervent prayer for deliverance 1 Why are not prayer-meetings opened
and thronged with suppliants amidst so much peril 1 Must it be said
of the few sheep in the wilderness, "the remnant according to the
election of grace," that God hath given them the spirit of slumber"
(Rom. xi. 8). Is Jesus saying to His disciples now, as He did on
another solemn occasion, "Sleep on now, and take your rest; behold,
the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of
sinners" (Matt. xxvi. 45) 1 Hear ye the Word of the Lord, 0 ye saints
of His! Thus saith the Lord, "Woe to them that are at ease in
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Zion " (Amos vi. 1). "I will search Jerusalem with candles, aud punish
the men that are settled on their lees" (Zeph. i. 12). " Shall they not
rise up suddenly that shall bite thee, and awake that shall vex thee,
and thou shalt be for booties unto them" (Hab. ii. 7). Yes! If Christians are not moved to implore deliverance from on high, and use all
lawful means, I fear they will soon have neither property nor privilege
to call their own.
Let us now speak of the promised deliverance contaiued in our text,
" At that time thy people shall be delivered." It is not promised
that the time of trouble shall be averted, but that Daniel's people,
the true Israel of God, shall be delivered; and this is one of those
promises which are yea and amen in Christ Jesus, and cannot fail of
its accomplishment. They shall be delivered from drinking of the
poisonous cup of error, which is now nearly full of abominations and
filthiness of Popish fornication (Rev. xvii. 4). The prayer of their
divine Intercessor shall be then answered in their experience: "Holy
Father, keep through Thine own Name, those whom Thou hast given
1I1e" (John xvii. 11); they have a mark upon their foreheads (Ezek.
ix. 4), but not the mark of the beast (Rev. xiv. 9). They are in possession of life divine, and have spiritual discernment to distinguish between
the precious and the vile; they are all guided into truth by the Holy
Ghost; and when all the mere letter-learned divines and professors
will have" changed the truth of God into a lie, and be given over to
worship and serve the creature more than the Creator" (Rom. i. 25),
then shall Daniel's family appear in their true character, as "the
righteous nation which keepeth the truth" (Isa. xxvi. 2). The principle
of life divine in their souls is immortal, they are " kept by the power
of God, through faith unto salvation" (1 Pet. i. 5). Their principles
are not subject to human laws, nor to human caprice; but, the truth
as taught by God Himself subjects all the powers of their souls to its
mighty sway, "casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. x. 5). Herein lies
their deliverance from error; their Teacher is infallible, and the proofs
of His teaching are so indubitable that they shall thereby be delivered
from all the "cunningly devised fables" invented by man, and preserved from being" tossed to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive" (Eph. iv. 14).
They shall be delivered from apostacy, when tribulation and persecution ariseth because of the Word, and many shall be offended (Matt.
xiii. 21). Thousands profess to be Protestants, merely because Protestantism is in fashion at court; but only let Popery be the fashion at
court (and who shall say how soon that will be the case?) and the
fashionable religionists will then become Papists; indeed, there is
nothing to prevent it; for, having no vital godliness, they must of
necessity be swayed by the fashion; where grace does not reign,
nature will! And certainly, the fooleries of Popery are more palatable
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to fallen nature than" the wisdom of God in a mystery" (1 Cor. ii. 7).
Hence the Apostle assures us, there must come" a falling away"
(2 Thess. ii. 3); and I apprehend, that when Popery shall have gained
its long-sought ascendancy, the whole host of free-willers will fall
away and join them, for there is so little difference between them, that
the transition will be perfectly easy. But there will then be found
some Daniels, who shall be delivered from the general apostaey, and
preserve their distinction from Babylonians, even when the Babylonians triumph for a season over God's Israel; and for their encouragement, it is written, "Because thou hast kept the word of .My patience,
I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth" (Rev. iii.
10). These, and these only, who, like the Philadelphians, "have kept
Christ's word, and not denied His name," will be " kept by the power
of God" (1 Pet. i. 5)-the Name of the Lord shall be a strong tower to
them, into which they shall run and be safe (Prov. xviii. 10); and
thus they express the confidence of their faith, " In the time of trouble
He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the secret of His tabernacle shall
He hide me, He shall set me upon a rock" (Ps. xxvii. 5).
They shall be delivered also from the multitude of nominal Christians,
whose hearts are not right in the sight of God; and I fear this is a
much larger number than is generally believed. Judging by our
Lord's rule, "Ye shall know them by their fruits" (Matt. vii. 16), we
shall be likely to be considered very uncharitable; for, alas! how few
of those who pass for Christians bring forth the frnits which would
authorize us to conclude that they are trees of righteousness, the
planting of the Lord (Isa. Ixi. 3); and of all others, Jesus has said,
"Every plant which My heavenly Father hath not planted shall be
rooted up" (Matt. xv. 13). There are two large classes of professors
among whom I have never been able to discover any of the fruits of
the Spirit, such as are mentioned in Gal. v. 22. The first class are
Christians (if I may give them that name) by accident, they were born
so and brought up so; and with them, the worst of all crimes is to
change their religion, though they have none to change, nor have ever
e"l'erienced any Divine change in their souls; and if they were asked
to give a reason of the hope that is in them, they would deem the
question impertinent, for they have never examined their creed, nor
themselves, but have taken for granted that they are right, and are
going on smoothly in empty formality, without one spark of vital
godliness. I fear this class is large, both among churchmen and
dissenters, whose chief distinction lies in these two names. These are
not of Daniel's family, nor can it be Scripturally expected that they
will be delivered from the wrath to come. The other class are Christians (counterfeit) by interest, who have some carnal object to obtain,
or some carnal ambition to gratify: these often make great display of
talent, liberality, orthodoxy, and not a little self-conceit; but, if we
bring them to our Lord's touchstone, where are their fruits 1 Are
swindling intrigues-dishonest practices-licentious habits-unclean
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lives-and fleshly indulgences, the fruits of their religion ~ Then
Baal's prophets and Popish priests may claim them as part of their
flocks, but Dauiel's God and Dauiel's people will disown them. "They
say they are Jews (Christians), but are not; but do lie"; "they are
of the synagogue of Satan" (Rev. iii. 9). From all such the true believer
is distinguished now, by the "grace of God that bringeth salvation,
teaching him to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly,
righteously, and godly in this present world" (Titus il. 12), and from all
such he shall be delivered at last.
Moreover, they shall be delivered from condemnation and wrath,
for they are "justified freely by His grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. iii. 24). They have passed from death
unto life, and shall not come into condemnation (John v. 24). "There
is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus"
(Rom. viii. 1). And they are known among men by their walk, "for
they walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit"; their religion is
not of the flesh, neither is it flesh-pleasing, but fLesh-crucifying; and
their walk is a constant exhibition of the power of vital godliness,
producing the fruits of the Spirit; they" live in the Spirit, and walk
in the Spirit," and consequently they cannot" fulfil the lusts of the
flesh" (Gal. v. 16). They are" chastened of the Lord, that they
should not be condemned with the world" (1 Cor. xi. 32). Hence it
appears that the world will be condemned, nay, it is already under the
sentence, as it is written, " He that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son "f
God" (John ili. 18); and all who do not trust excb,lsively in His name,
blood, and righteousness for salvation, are even now under condemnation. But the soul that can simply rely upon the finished work of
Christ, and plead His Name alone for acceptance before God, may sing
with the Apostle, "It is God that justifieth (ArE), who is he that condemneth ~ " (Rom. viii. 34). He has "received the atonement, and
may joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 11). Yea,
he may join in the ancient song of the Church, " God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble, therefore will not we fear,
though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried
into the midst of the sea " (Ps. xlvi. 1, 2).
The certainty of deliverance, to all Dauiel's family, is demonstrated
in the opening of the verse in which our text is written. Their
Redeemer, who is called Michael the great Prince, is said to stand for
them, therefore they cannot be destroyed until He can be vanquished;
and He has already vanquished, yea, "spoiled principalities and
powers" for them. Indeed, all power in heaven and earth is His, and
He may well be styled" THE GREAT PRINCE," for He is "Prince of the
kings of the earth" (Rev. i. 5). "The blessed and only Potentate,
the King of kings, and Lord of lords" (1 Tim. vi. 15). And this great
Prince shall" stand for us," my brethren, who are of Da.uiel's people,
as before described. He stood for us in Covenant responsibility, as
our Covenant Head and Substitute from everlasting, so that "the
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Lord laid upon Him the iniquity of us all." He stood for us when the
holy law of God demanded payment, and became" the end of the law for
righteousness t<J everyone that believeth" (Rom. x. 4). He stood
for us at Pilate's bar to be condemned for us-He stood for us in the
garden of Gethsemane until nature sunk beneath the load of His
people's guilt and His Father's wrath-He stood for us on Calvary
lmtil justice satisfied, Satan vanquished, and redemption-work finished
-and, now He stands for us above, to represent His whole Church in
heaven and earth, ever living to intercede for those who come unto God
by Him (Heb. vii. 25). Fear not, my brother, for it is written of
Daniel's people, to whom we belong, " Their Redeemer is strong, the
Lord of Hosts is His name; He shall thoroughly plead their cause,
that He may give rest to the land, and disquiet the inhabitants of
Babylon" (Jer. J. 34).
Their deliverance shall be triumphant and eternal; it may therefore well be affirmed confidently in the language of our text, they shall
be delive"ed; for neither the fiery law, nor fiery darts, nor fiery conflicts
can hurt the soul for whom Jesus stands up; nay, however fiery the
coming persecution may be, they shall be delivered, for His strength
shall be perfected in their weakness, making them faithful unto death,
and then giving them a crown of life. Protecting laws may be repealed,
and persecuting laws may be enacted; the infernal cruelties of the
Inquisition may be permitted, racks and flames may be chariots to
convey many of the heirs of glory home, but, they shall be delivered,
and safely reach their everlasting rest. Say not, my timid brother,
" I shall give up," "I shall not be able to stand"; your Redeemer
shall stand for you, stand by you, stand with you; for He has said,
and cannot revoke it, " I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee; so
that we may boldly say, the Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what
man shall do unto me" (Heb. xiii. 5, 6). "Fear not, for I have
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name, thou art Mine; when
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest through the
fire thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee;
for I am the Lord thy God" (Isa. xliii. 1, 2).
In conclusion, I would beg my hearers to examine closely the point
of relationship, and the fact of Divine registration. Are you of this
Covenant family which I have been describing 1 Be not deceived in
this matter! Your eternal destiny will be fixed by this rule; for it
is declared, that none shall enter into the heavenly Jerusalem, "but
they which are written in the Lamb's book of life" (Rev. xxi. 27).
Your quarrelling with my statements can do me no harm, but it may
be to the eternal rnin of your soul; and once more I reiterate my
Lord's declaration, " Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John iii. 3).
May the Holy Ghost, the only infallible Minister in His Church, add
His Divine sanction tD the things which I have advanced, that
J EHOVAH, FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT may be glorified!
24
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MULTUM IN - PARVO.
WE regret to record the death of Dr. Barlow, Dean of Peterborough,
wbich took place on Sunday, May 10th (in the 76th year of his age).
The Dean was for many years Vicar of Islington, and during the period
of bis incumbency nsed to preside annually at the Islington Clerical
Conference. As a member of the Church Patronage Society, he
influenced largely the appointment of Evangelical clergymen to vacant
parishes.--The annnal meetings of the Kensit Crusade were held
in London last month. A most encouraging statement of Mr. Kensit's
mission in all·parts of the country was presented to the large audiences.
Never was there greater .need than now for Scriptural protest against
Romish and Ritualistic error.--There are grave reasons to fear that
an attempt will be made by Convocation at no distant date to alter the
rubrics of the Prayer Book in a direction opposed to the Protestant
principles of the blessed Reformation. Until the report of the committee is issued it is, of course, impossible to say what the alterations
will be and what their effect may be upon Evangelical members of the
Established Church, both clerical and lay.--The annual meetings
of the Protestant Reformation Society, the Church Association, and
the Protestant Alliance were held last month, and we are glad to note
that vigorons protesta were delivered against any attempt on the part
of the Bishops, through Convocation, to get the Mass Vestments made
legal in the national church.--Speaking at a recent meeting of the
Lord's Day Observance Society, the Rev. Eardley Wilmot expressed
great anxiety as to the popular ways of spending the sacred day, and
attributed it to three causes-the bicycle, the motor car, and the
" week end."
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By THE LATE BISHOP M'ILVAINE,

SAINTS.
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" Thy brother shall r·ise again. "-JOHN xi.

THIS was the consolation administered by our Lord to the sorrowing
sisters of His friend Lazarus, who was dead, and whose body had been
already three days in the grave.
Martha and lIfary had sent unto Jesus, saying, "Lord, behold he
whom Thou lovest is sick." They had long in vain expected that He
would visit them in their aflliction, and heal their brother. Now that
all was over, and it seemed too late to do any good except to help
them to bear their loss, they heard that Jesus was coming. lIIartha
immediately went to meet Him. "Mary sat still in the honse." Her
sister's first words were: "Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother
had not died; but I know that even now, whatsoever Thou wilt ask
of God, God will give it Thee." She had great faith in the intercession
of Christ. She modestly suggested what her heart wished ·Him to
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intercede for. Mary, when she afterwards met Him, repeated her
sister's lament, "Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not
died." She made no request nor suggested auy. Probably she
thought they had nothing now to do but to drink the cup of
affliction that was given them, and to say in their hearts, "Thy
will be done."
To the half-uttered petition of Martha, Jesus replied; " Thy brother
shall rise again." In the faith of the devout readers of the Old
Testament Scriptures, Martha replied: "I know that he shall rise
again in the resurrection of the last day." The faith of God's people
was strong and distinct, before the brighter revelation of the Gospel,
as to the final and general resurrection of the dead, though Sadducees
denied, and Pharisees corrupted, the doctrine. Martha knew not the
whole meaning of Jesus concerning her brother, until she saw what
her heart was set on, Lazarus coming forth, that day, risen from the
dead.
.
Here we may reasonably ask, Why should those affectionate and
pions sisters have desired that their brother should rise from the dead,
before that last day, when all tribulations will be ended, and they and
he will never be separated again ~ He died in faith; he rested from
his labours; he has no more tears to wipe away, no more conflicts
with sin; his race is ended, his victory gained. Would ye call him
back to snch sorrows as belong to this vale of tears ~ Why say, " Lord,
if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died." Why wish he
had not died; especially why hope he may rise again, before the
resurrection of all the dead ~
But how natural that feeling, and that desire of those afflicted sisters!
And how often, in spirit, do we imitate them! Is it wise? A beloved
one has died. We have laid his precious remains in its narrow home,
" looking for the general resurrection at the last day, and the life of
the world to come, through our Lord Jesus Christ." We feel a happy
confidence that he died in the Lord, and that therefore his soul is with
the Lord; all sin, and pain, and trial, and peril of life eternal, ended,
in the rest which remaineth for the people of God. Could we meet the
Lord at the grave, and He should bid us ask what we would, what
petition would our hearts, torn with bereavement, offer? Would it
be the opening of that grave; the restoration to us of that dear one
-to die again? We cannot say what a poor, bleeding heart would
answer in its weakness. We fear it might say what Martha almost
said, and did desire. But we know what would be the prayer of the
wisest love-infinitely the best for him we love and mourn for: Let
the stone remain at the door of the sepulchre; let the seal continue
unbroken upon the bonds of death: let dust dwell with dust, and
ashes with ashes, till there shall be no more death, nor pain, nor woes,
nor sin; till that day when "corruption shall put on incorruption,
and mortal, immortality," and when" them that sleep in Jesus, will
God bring with Him," and" so they shall ever be with the Lord." Yes,
the blessed consolation with which Jesus meets us at every stage of
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our sorrow, concerning those who sleep in Him, the sweet assurance
which the hand of God's love has written for our faith to read, over
every sepulchre of His people is, Thy brother, thy parem, thy sister, thy
child, shall rise again,. and it is our unspeakable privilege to answer
(and oh, how a bereaved, believing, heart, does love that answer), "I
know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day." It
is enough. We bless Thee, Lord, for that consolation. We ask no
better. We will wait; patiently, thankfully, joyfully, we will wait
that day.
.
Let us, then, seriously consider, the subject of "the resurrection 0/
the body." Conspicuous in the Scriptures, under a variety of declara·
tions, it has been prominent and positive in the creed of the Church of
all ages. Precious to the hearts of those who mourn for the dead, it
vitally concerns the completeness, and therefore the whole reality, of
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. No doctrine of the Scriptures
was more utterly derided and rejected, as impossible, by the heathen
philosophers, whom the Gospel encountered in its first aggressions into
the territory of paganism. No doctrine was more constantly preached,
or more boldly gloried in, by the primitive di'ciples of Christ. Paul
boldly preached before the philosophers of Athens, "Jesus and the
resurrection." The Stoics and the Epicureans, of that classic city,
"mocked," because he did so. The primitive Christians triumphed
in the expectation of a joyful resurrection of the body, thongh fires of
martyrdom consumed it, or wild beasts of the amphitheatre devoured
it; and that article of their faith was at once so notorious and so
derided, that their persecutors burned all that remained of the martyrs,
and then scattered the ashes on the rivers, and to the winds, to be
borne to all lands-a contemptuons expression of how incredible they
thought it that God should raise the dead.
But, let unbelief deride or reject as it may, we know, and we joyfully
hold fast the faith, "that the earth and the sea shall give up their
dead." Our brethren" that sleep in the dust of the earth" "shall
rise again in the resurrection at the last day." But it is important on
a subject so prominent in our creed, so mysterious in its details, so
exclusively dependent upon revelation, on which imagination and
speculation may so easily go astray and be wise above what is written,
exposing themselves, and the subject, to the derision of the infidel,
that we should know distinctly what is known concerning it, and on
what grounds it is known. We take, therefore, this passage, "Thy
brother shall rise again,." and our enquiry will be, What is contained
in that assurance, and what is its evidence?
1. What is contained in that assurance, or what is meant in the
Scriptures by the resurrection of the dead 1
What if we should tell you that it does not mean that the body of
your brother, which you lay in the grave, will ever rise again; that
the only meaning is, that his soul shall, in the last day, be re·invested
with some body to dwell in; not its own body that it before inhabited,
but a body, no matter whence produced 1 Would you not answer-
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Can that be called a resurrection of the dead 1 Does not resurrection,
in the very name, imply the rising up to life of that which did once
live and is now dead 1 Call it a substitution for the dead, and we can
understand it. But to call it a resurrection is a glaring departure
from the propriety of speech. So we say. But yet that is the idea
of the resurrection which we too often find in books, and in the thoughts
of those who imagine they believe in the resurrection of the bodyan idea invented for the purpose of escaping certain difficulties supp.osed
to be otherwise insurmountable; but chargeable, we apprehend,
with the grave objection that it evades the difficulty, not by maintaining
the doctrine of a resurrection, but by changing it for another. Against
all such evasions of the plain letter and testimony of the Scriptures, we
must protest. When Jesus said to Martha, "Thy brother shall rise
again," did He mean that the body of her brother Lazarus, just buried,
should rise; or some other body, no matter what or whence 1 If the
latter, what was the consolation in her bereavement 1 And when she
said, "I Imow that he shall rise in the last day," did she mean only
that some body would be given his disembodied spirit in that day; or
that the very body which she had loved, in which he had been
accustomed to commune with her, which she regarded as an integral
part of himself, and from which she was now separated by the barriers
of the grave, would be 'restored to his spirit: that Lazarus, her brother,
the same soul and the same body essentially, would live again 1 What
speaks our Church on this head 1 We enter the graveyard, reading
for the consolation of the bereaved, and as a solemn declaration of
our faith, those words of holy Job, "I know that my Redeemer liveth,
and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and though
after my skin, worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God."
Job certainly expected to rise from the corruption of the grave in his
own flesh, his own body, that very one which worms would devour,
and not another. And why does our Church require these words of
the Patriarch's faith to be read at the burial of her people 1 and why,
as we lower the dead into the grave, does she make her minister say,
" Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, looking for the general
resurrection in the last day and the life of the world to come, through
our Lord Jesus Christ, at whose second coming the earth and the sea
shall give up their dead, and the corruptible bodies of those that sleep
in Him shall be changed and made like to His own glorious body" 1
It is all for the consolation of surviving Christiau friends, to dry their
tears, and fill their minds with expectation of a glorious victory over
death and the grave, when the Lord of life, by the trump of God, will
preach deliverance to the captives, and the opening of that prisondoor to them that are bound. But where is the consolation, rather,
what mockery to the afllicted it is, if, after all, it is not meant
that your brother, like Job, shall stand up in his own flesh and see
God-that the dust you give to dust-that the corruptible body
of your beloved one, who sleeps in Jesus, shall hear that trump
and live; but only that his immortal spirit, instead of being
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disembodied for ever, shall have a body, some body, gIVen to it
in that day.*
We see, then, that the Scripture doctrine of the resurrection of the
body, that which lights the gloom of the grave, that which Job
professed, that which the martyrs gloried in, and philosophers of the
heathen scoffed at, that which the Christian Church in all ages has
declared, which the afflicted heart so affectionately clings to, which
crowns the redemption that is in Jesus with its last victory, and which
alone is worth contending for, is plainly that, in the resurrection, the
Lord shall give to every man his own body; that the body out of
which his soul departed shall be raised up again, and the same soul that
departed from it shall be restored and united to it again; and so the
same man that died shall live again, "in the same body in which he
died." When we say, the same body in which he died, we do not mean
the same in all qualities and powers, but the same essentially; as the
body from infancy to old age, from wasting sickness to perfect health,
is the same, though there has taken place so great a change of con·
stituent elements, and of condition, and of powers.
One would suppose that the very expression, "resurrection 0/ the
dead," would suffice to settle that point. But what else shall we make
of the words of Job-" though worms destroy this body, yet in lI!y
flesh shall I see God:" or the words of Daniel, "Many that sleep in
the dust of the earth shall awake;" or of Christ, " The hour cometh
when all that are in their graves shall come forth;" or of St. John,
"The sea shall give np the dead which are in it;" or of St. Paul, "It
(the body) is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory." What else can
be the meaning of such phrases as "the redemption 0/ our body," or such.
a promise as that" he that raised up Christ from the dead, shall also
quicken your mortal bodies" 1 What else, when we are exhorted to
" fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell 1" Is it
not meant that the present body, as well as the present soul, may be
destroyed in hell 1 Again," it is better to enter into life halt or
maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into
everlasting liTe." It is the identical body that was maimed in this
world in faithful service to God, that shall enter tbe life of the world
to come; surely not some other body in its stead.
Paul thought he was addressing very comforting words to the

* To make the doctrine of the identity of the resurrection body more explicitly
avowed in their declaration of faith, the Article in the Apostles' Creed, as adopted
in the Greek and Latin Churches, is 'the resurrection of the {le8h." Tills phrase
was anciently used to guard against the idea that any other body than that which
dies shall rise. In the Aquileian Creed, it is still more pointed-huiu,8 carnis-" the
resurrection of tht:s flesh." The Church of England, in her office of baptism, has
retained the article, as in the Latin Church. Where the question in our Prayer
Book is, " D08t thou believe all the articles of the Christian faith as contained,"
etc., the English book puts the whole creed in the form of a question-' Dost
thou believe in God, the Father," etc., and there we have cc the resurrection of
the flesh," instead of" the resurrection of the body." On this subject see PeUTS01l,
on the Creed; .Jaekaon'a Works. vol. ill. j Tillotson'a Sermons. No. 130.
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Thessalonian brethren when he said, "I would not have you to be
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep (your beloved
ones in the grave), that ye sorrow not as others which have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus, will God bring with Him." But what consolation
was it, what mockery of their sorrow was it, if they whom God will
bring with Jesus in that day shall not be those very dead which they
mourned after, but some other bodies' which they never knew,
and that never died 1 Certainly the several instances of resurrection
which have already taken place, and of which we read in the
Scriptures, especially that of our Lord and Saviour, are intended to
teach us by cxample, what the general rising of the dead will be.
But in each case, was it not the identical body buried, which lived

again

~

To show the power of our Lord's resurrection, and how essentially
the resurrection of His people must follow in consequence of His, we
read that" after His resurrection, many bodies of saints which slept,
arose, and came out of the graves, and went into the Holy City, and
appeared unto many." The passage is too plain to be evaded. The
very bodies which had died, came out of their graves aud appeared.
How long they had been in their graves, what changes had taken place,
whether they are fallen to dust or not, we are not told. We are at
liberty to suppose what we please on such points. The evidence is,
that no matter how changed by death, or how changed in being
quickened again, the identical bodies, that died and were buried,
arose. That resurrection was the antepast of that glorious day when
the whole fruit of the resurrection of Christ shall appear; when another
great earthquake shall be felt, and all graves will be opened, and all
the bodies of them that sleep in Jesus, shall arise and go into the Holy
City-New Jerusalem; and shall appear in "the white raiment which
is the righteousness of saints," and" death shall be swallowed up in
victory. "
The second appearing of our Lord will find a part of His Church
alive on the earth-" the quick;" but it will find very far the largest
portion asleep, as to their bodies, in the grave-" the dead." Concerning
these two divisions of the Church, it is written, "the dead in Christ
shall rise first, then they which are alive and relllain, shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to llleet the Lord in the air, and
so shall we ever be with the Lord." Certainly they which are alive
in that day shall be taken to meet, and to be, with the Lord, in the
very bodies in which they were found. They shall be changed indeed,
from corruptible to incorruptible, yea, into the likeness of the glorious
body of Christ; yet remaining essentially the same bodies. But how
are we assured of this, except from language exactly equalled in strength
and plainness in relation to the dead. "The dead shall be raised."
The living shall be changed." Which of these expressio)ls is strongest
in proof of the identity in question 1 Will the very small remnant
of the people of God which shall be alive at the cOlning of Christ, be
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the only portion of His people that will then enjoy a perfect redemption,
a redemption of the whole man-a redemption. of the body from the
curse of sin to newness of life, as well as a redemption of the soul; and
shall all the rest, constituting almost the whole of "the general
assembly and Church of the first-born, whose names are written in
heaven," shall they be redeemed only in part, their bodies left under
the dominion of death; the works of the devil in them not destroyed
by Him who came to destroy them 1 Must they, instead of having
restored to them their own bodies, and being thus blessed, like Enoch
and Elijah and the saints that arose after the crucifixion, and like all
those who, without having died, shall be changed at the voice of the
Archangel; must they alone be consigned to bodies entirely alien
from their own 1 Such was not the expectation of Job: "In my
flesh shall I see God." And if such were the doctrine of resurrection
which Paul preached at Athens, why did the philosophers mock at it 1
Was there any difficulty in their believing that the same God who
made the first body for the soul to inhabit, could as easily make for it
a seCond 1 And where was the meaning of the scattering of the ashes
of the martyrs by their persecutors, to the winds and waters, in
derision of the resurrection 1 Did the heathen suppose that in that
contemptuous act they offered any impediment to the resurrection
which the Christians believed and taught, except as it was a resurrection
of the very body thus dispersed 1 And why, if this be not our just
expectation, is the prayer uttered at every reception of the sacrament
o! the death of Christ: "The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life 1 "
Now, such being evidently the doctrine of Scripture, it may be as
well next to state, what are the objections to it that have caused the
invention of the substitute which I have mentioned; objections on
account of which heathen sages thought it incredible that God should
raise the dead, and many like them, under greater light, have not been
wiser. We know of but two objections that deserve a name. One is
founded simply on the infinite dispersion which the bodies of the dead
undergo. Take, for example, the bodies of Adam, and Noah, and
Abraham. Where are they 1 Resolved into original elements-all
their particles are still in being, but where 1 Let the imagination
follow them through air and earth and sea. The objection is against
the possibility of thence collecting such scattered elements, and composing again the bodies they once belonged to. But it comes only
from those who know not the power of God. He can do all things
which involve not a contradiction. He that made the world out of
nothing, can He not reconstruct the body when its materials are all
in being 1 Every stage and step of the dispersion has been only by
his power and guidance. He made that dissolution-He effected that
minute dispersion-He gave to every particle its direction, whithersoever it went, and assigned its place, wherever, in earth, or air, or
sea, it may be now. Known unto God, is the place and history of
every particle of matter, in all His works, from each grain in the
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structure of all worlds, to every atom in the frame of the animalcule
swimming in the rain-drop. And can He not call back what He has
sent abroad 1 Can He not gather together what He has scattered 1
Is there any skill or power required for this, beyond what we
experience continually in the wonderful power and skill by which our
living bodies are nourished and renewed from day to day; that
mysterious skill which extracts, with such unfailing chemistry, from
the air and water, from vegetable and animal substance, whatever our
bodies need for life, and which so marvellously assorts and combines
them, in weight and measure, and sends to their several places and
offices in our frames, the various aliments, so that every minutest
part of this most complex structure shall daily receive its portion in
due season 1 It was well said by a Jewish Rabbi: "He who made
that which was not, to be, can certainlv make that which once was,
to be again." The only answer needed to the objection stated, is,
" The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth."
But there is an objection of much more apparent force. It is not
based so much on the wide dispersion of the elements of the bodies of
the dead, as upon the innumerable combinations into which they have
entered. It is urged that those elements have been taken into the
structure of vegetables, and that animals have been nourished by
those vegetables-and men have fed on those animals, and thus,
doubtless, in innumerable instances, the particles of one human body
have entered into the composition of another; aud so the difficulty is
presented, How can two bodies, each 0/ which has been constituted in
part by the same particles 0/ matter, be both raised up? This is really
the only plausible objection. Its force is in the contradiction which
it seems to involve. That contradiction depends on the assumption
that, in order to the identity of the body in death and the resurrection,
the same numerical particles must compose it. If there may be essential
identity, without numerical sameness in all the parts, the contradiction
is avoided, and the objection fails. But all nature testifies to that
point. The oak that has stood a huudred years, may not have an
atom of the substance which composed its germ in the acorn, and yet
nobody questions the identity of the body of the tree and the germ.
The human body at sixty years of age has undergone repeatedly,
since its infancy, an entire change of constituent elements, so that it
contains not now a single particle that belonged to it in childhood.
But does anyone question its being essentially the same body 1 It
is therefore a familiar fact, that we may preserve our corporeal identity
without preserving a numerical sameness of parts. Nothing is a man
more sure of, than that the body he has now, is the same he had in
infancy. Nothing, however, does he know more certainly, than that
its constituent atoms have meanwhile been entirely changed. What,
then, if the difference should be as great between the body buried,
and that which shall be raised (though there is no necessity of supposing
it), might they not be as truly the same body as my present tabernacle
is the same that my soul inhabited when I was a child 1 And thus
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have we not all we need for the resurrection of the dead, in the full,
literal sense of the Scriptures ~
St. Paul seems to have had in view precisely this method of answering,
when he supposed some caviller to ask him, "How are the dead raised
up, and with what body do they come?" He answered by referring
to the growth of the wheat-stalk from the seed, as we have answered
by the growth of the oak from the acorn, or the man from the infant.
" That which thou sowest (said he) is not guickened, except it die ;
and that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body which shall
be, but bare grain; it may chance of wheat, or some other grain; but
God giveth it a body as it hath pleased Him, and to every seed his
own body."
The reason is, the wheat in the stalk is essentially the wheat that
was first in the seed. The seed will not spring forth into wheat except
it die. The human body, in order to its resurrection, must go into
the corruption of the grave. And when the seed is grown into the
beaut,y of the ripening plant, how great is the change; where are the
particles it possessed when it lay a mere grain in the ground ~ God,
in thus arraying it, as Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed, giveth
it a body as it pleaseth Him. But, in all that change, from the corrupting grain to the beautiful stalk and blade of the wheat, He so preserves
the corporeal identity, that He gives " to every seed its own body "the wheat and the germ are one-so is the resurrection of the dead.
What is it that is essential to snch identity, we know not. It is enough
here to know that it is not numerical sameness 0/ particles, The rest
we are well satisfied to leave with Him who is " the God of the dead,
as well as the living." *
To the guestion, " how are the dead raised up ~ " we have no further
answer. The matter of fact is plainly revealed. But how He whose
" footsteps are not known" will accomplish such a wondrous work,
thus swallowing up death in such universal and stupendous victory,
" in a minute, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump," his word
speaks not, man knows not. Tell me how He created the world, and
I ,vill tell you how He will raise the dead. Tell me how, by His word,
all things were made, and I will tell how, at His last trump, " the earth
and the sea shall give up their dead." Our confidence is in the promise
and power of God. "I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker
of Heaven and Earth;" and, therefore, becanse that Almighty One
hath decreed it, "I believe in the resurrection of the body,"
(To be continued.)
'" "It is impossible to say (observes an excellent writer), that there remains not,
somewhere, amidst the elements to which it (the body) is reduced, a germ, however
imperceptible, from which the immortal body may yet develop itself in an instant.
Too little is known of that wondrous principle. whatever it be, which remains
through life, and gives to the body the same peculiar, individua.l form, aspect, and
identity, distinguishing it from all others, though every perceptible particle be
repeatedly cha.nged and renewed.u-The Last Enemy, by George Burgess, D.D.,
Bp. of Maine.
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<aottel)ponbenc€.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,The recent terrible naval disasters emphasise the need for truly
Gospel work amongst sailors. It has been our great privilege lately to
scatter a very large quantity of Gospel books and magazines amongst
these men. The following letters, referring mainly to the GoSPEL
MAGAZINE, will be read with interest by our friends.
From Plymonth. "Dear Mr. Brider: I delayed answering your hnd
note a day or two, as this morning we were going to the Sailors' Bethel.
The box of books has come qnite safely, and a beautiful box it is.
Thank you very much for all the books and magazines. They are
what I like; and the marked Testaments are lovely. A dear friend,
who has lately passed to her rest, used to give me some like them. I
have missed them, as I can afford to buy only penny copies. The
books are always accepted with great enthusiasm. It is pre-eminently
a work of casting the bread of life upon the waters. I thank you for
your very great interest in the work; a parcer or box will always be
very acceptable."
From Great Yarmouth. "Dear Sir: The box of books arrived
safely this afternoon. Please accept my grateful thanks for them.
They will be a great help to me in my work amongst the sailors."
From Portsmouth. "Dear Mr. Brider: I thank you very much for
the magazines you sent me; they are very useful to me in my work.
There are a few who love the Truth and will say, 'The books are very
nice,' , They are helpfnl to me,' etc."
From the Irish Guards. "Dear Friend: Kindly accept my heartfelt
thanks for your beautiful letter, also for the books sent. I distributed
some of them to the men in my company, and they seemed to enjoy
reading them very much. I pray that God will bless the reading of
them."
Yours sincerely,
54, SHAKESPEARE AVENUE,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH, May, 1908.

"LITTLE MARJORIE'S MESSAGE."

To the Editor of the GOSPEL l'hGAZINE.
My DEAR SIR,It was Sunday, and on coming home from our village Sunday·school
my heart rather ached with a sense of loneliness, and I felt depressed.
It had always been such a joy to come and tell our beloved mother the
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details of the afternoon; and her interest and sweet words of encouragement were so helpful. She would often say, "Go on sowing the
seed, the Lord will make it grow in His own time and way." Now
she is in the heavenly home, and on that particular Sunday I was
specially missing all my loved ones. Ai; the time drew on for our
little evening service, I tried to brightim up. Wheu my sister came in,
and her dear husband who has spoken nearly every Sunday evening
in our little mission room for more than fifteen years, she slipped a tiny
note into my hand, saying, "Marjorie has been scribbling something
to you." I put the little note into my pocket, not having time then
to read its contents. Not until after the service, when again sitting
quite alone in my room, did I unfold the tiny piece of paper. But
what joy came to my heart as through my tears I read the large
pencilled letters traced by that little hand of only seven years: "My
darling Auntie: Jesus is near you. Love from Marjorie." Surely,
surely the Lord had sent something to cheer and comfort my poor
doubting heart through that darling child. "Jesus is near," that
indeed was precious; but the "you" was so personal, so timely; it
meant very much to me. You in your loneliness, you in your depression,
you in your doubts and fears, you in your want of faith-yes, even in
your unbelief. "Jesus, the tender loving Saviour, is near you." It
melted away the loneliness into the sweet consciousness of the presence
of the Saviour. He was not afar off, but near. I could talk with Him.
Oh, the sweetness and the reassurance! "Thou art near, 0 Lord."
That little note is a very great treasure; it is in my own Bible, and it
speaks to my heart. When I next saw dear little Marjorie and thanked
her, she kissed me and said, " Mother thought you might be lonely, so
I just wrote you that little message." And that little message has
been told to others, and brought such expressions of joy. A dear
aged widow, living quite alone, and not able to leave her cottage for
weeks and weeks together, very often enquires for the little ones. So
the message was given to her, and what a response it brought. "Jesus
near you." "Yes, He is always here," she replied. "Night and day
I talk to Him, and He talks to me. Oh, what should I do without
Him and His own precious Word!" The tiny note was read at the
Mothers' Meeting, and I think some hearts were touched as they
listened to the words, " Jesus is near you." Yes, you, dear busy mother,
in your home with many cares, many worries. He is near to help,
near to sympathize, near to undertake. "He careth for you."
May our tender, compassionate Saviour use this little message to cheer
any lonely one in His family, and enable that one to rejoice and say,
" Thou art near, 0 Lord" (Ps. cxix. 151).
"Jesus, Jesus, let me name Thee
O'er and o'er, Thou wilt not blame me;
'Tis my greatest comfort here,
Just to whisper in Thine €'ar.
( Thou art n!:ar, 0 Lord.' "

L. S.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Centenary year of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society has now
come to a close, and it has proved to be a remarkable year for the
Society in many respects. In one sense it was certain to be so, because
of the abounding joy created in the hearts of the well-wishers of this
noble work for God's aged saints, arising from the fact that the Centenary had been safely reached. Lovers of the Truth, as exemplified
in the foundation principles of the Institution, felt that their Covenant
God had most surely given tokens of His Divine approbation in the
marvellous manner in which the work had extended during tbe century.
While, as the new Annual Report says, "the Society is now' an aged
pilgrim,' it shows no trace of languor or decrepitude, but rather gathers
new strength and energy amid so many things which wax old and are
ready to vanish away." The joy thus felt found a natural outlet in a
Centenary Thanksgiving Meeting, which was held, it will be remembered,
iu the Pillar Hall of Cannon Street Hotel, in October last, General Sir
Robert Biddulph presiding. Praise was the theme of prayer and song,
and a suitable motto might have been, " The Lord hath done great
things for us, whereof we are glad." This migbt most appropriately
be said, too, of the Centenary Thanksgiving Fund. The Special Fund
was started in the autumn of 1905, and has just been closed with a
noble donation of £1,000 from" Last of All," for which the Committee
are deeply grateful. The sum of more than £6,160 has been collected,
and the Committee think tbis satisfactory, having regard to the multituclinous and increasing claims upon their friends, and to the encouraging fact that the general income of the Society has not been unfavourably
affected. This sum has been applied to the support of the Hornsey
Rise Home, which was in great need of help, and to urgent repairs at
the Stamford Hill Home, which is now practically self-supporting.
In June last, " Inasmuch," the history of the Society, written by the
Secretary, and fully illustrated, was published, and the entire edition
of 1500 copies disposed of, and through the generosity of the publishers,
Messrs. R. Banks & Son, the profits have been devoted to the Cen·
tenary Fund, which has benefited to the extent of upwards of £94.
The book has been the means of securing new annual subscribers, and
of quickening interest in the Institution. 'rhe one hundred and first
Annual Meeting was held, as usual, by the kindness of the Lord Mayor,
in the Egyptian Hall of the Mansion House, when Mr. E. Noel, son of
the late Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel, presided, and proved a most
sympathetic chairman. With him on the platform were the Dean of
St. David's, the Revs. W. R. Mowll, J. H. Hallett, J. Bush, O. S. Dolbey,
W. Sinden, Messrs. F. A. Bevan, H. Gruber, W. Sykes, A. Hayles,
S. Combridge, G. Doudney, Sidney Collett, J. E. Hazelton (Sec.), etc.
After the opening exercises, Mr. Hazelton presented an abstract of
the Annual Report, in which he once more insisted on the Scriptural
principles on which the Society is founded. These principles, he said,
are drawn from the unerring Word of God, for the plenary inspiration
of the Holy Scriptures "is absolutely received by us as an integral
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part of the constitution of the Society." Mr. Hazelton referred gratefully to the fact that God had graciously raised up a long succession
of friends and helpers, amongst them not a few whose names have been
household words to all who valued Scriptural, and therefore Protestant,
Trutli. These included such names as William Wilberforce, the third
Earl of Roden, the seventh Earl of Shaftesbury, Deau McNeile, Lady
Lucy Smith, J oseph Irons, J ames Harington Evans, J oseph Charles
Philpot, James Wells, Dr. Doudney, Dr. Hewlett, Benjamiu Wills
Newton, and a host of others, who have entered into their heavenly
rest, and who all strenuously sought the advancement of the Society's
interests, and by voice and pen testified on its behalf. During the past
century, said J\'Ir. Hazelton, £388,000 had been distributed to 8,300 life
pensioners. At present there were 1,642 life pensioners in all parts of
the United Kingdom, and these are in receipt of £1l,800 in pensions.
Four homes, for one hundred and eighty pensioners, have been under
the immediate control of the Committee, and three homes less directly
associated. During the past twelve months fifty have been placed on
the £10 lOs. pension, ninety-nine raised to the £7 7s. pension, and three
hundred and nine approved candidates advanced to the £5 5s. pension.
£2,667 5s. was distributed to the pensioners under the provisions of
the will of the late Mr. J. T. Morton. The capital from which these
latter payments are made is being reduced, and in due course will be
entirely expended. Meanwhile, for the past nine years the comfort
of the Society pensioners has been greatly enhanced by this generous
bequest. Looking onward, Mr. Hazelton said that the Committee
felt that" the Lord is able to give thee much more than this," and
thought that" till He come" the Society might be made increasingly
usefnl in smoothing the pathway of God's aged ones. The burden
of the maintenance of the Homes having been considerably lessened
during tbe past year by the operation of the Centenary Fund, the
Committee's efforts in the future will be directed to the increase of the
pensions, and even if the Governmeut put into operation an Old-Age
Pension Scheme, it is felt that the work of the Society will not be less
valuable for the purpose of meeting the needs of the Lord's aged poor.
Of the pensioners at present on the books, nine hundred and twentyseven live in the country, and seven hundred and fifteen in London;
thirty-eight are over 90, four hundred and twenty-five are upwards of
80, and eight hundred and forty-eight between 70 and 80. In concluding
his report, J\'Ir. Hazelton referred to some of the pensioners, and indicated instances of their gratitude for the help rendered by the Society.
The Chairman referred to the question of State" Old-Age Pensions,"
and pointed ont that whatever might be clone in that direction there
would still be room for the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. The word
" pilgrim" stamped it as Christian. They sought the good of " aged
pilgrims." When the shadows of the eventime of life were falling,
then oftentime came anxiety. But their Heavenly Father knew they
had "need of these things," and the supporters of the Society were
the hands which the Heavenly Father designed to use for the purpose
of dispensing His gifts. "All ye are brethren," He said, and the call
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came to them to help the needy iu their old age. Though the needs
were great, the means were small, but God would supply their needs.
The Dean of St. David's then moved the followiug resolution:" That the One Hundred and First Annual Report of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society, including the Reports of the Homes, be hereby adopted,
with thanksgiving to our gracious Covenant God for His unfailing
goodness to the Institution, and for the tokens of His approbation
which He has vouchsafed throughout the past twelve months." This
was the first time, he said, that he had had an opportunity of publicly
and actively supporting the Society, but he did so now with the
sincerest pleasure. While it was a pleasure, it was also a duty. He
agreed with the principles of the Society, which, as the Report stated,
were drawn from the unerring Word of God. He believed every word
of it from beginning to end. In regard to the work of the Society in
helping the aged, he was reminded of the story of the Patriarch J acob
being introduced to Pharaoh; the latter, he believed, took a delight
in helping the father of his faithfnl servant. Their aid was given to
aged Christians, in doing which they were carrying out the Apostolic
injunction to do good, "especially to those of the household of faith."
The Rev. J. H. Hallett, of Brighton, rejoiced in the knowledge he
had of the Society, and that he had been associated with it. It had
just completed one hnndred years of honourable service, and as they
looked back they could see how honourably and wisely and on what
business-like principles it had been managed. The Society had been
honoured to stand in defence of the Truth, and now, as they were
entering on a new period, he rejoiced that their dependence was upon
the unchanging, inspired, and unchangeable Word of God. Looking
to the future, he had dark forebodings of declension from the Truth.
The Rev. W. R. Mowll supported the resolution, and ranged himself
closely with those who believed in the verbal inspiration of the original
Scriptures and stand by God's Word in every letter. One of the
things that commended themselves to him in connection with the
work of the Society was the manner in which the pensions were distributed. It was not a mechanical operation, nor an official act, but was
performed by kind friends who prayed with the recipients, and apparently went with the prayer, "God help to make this heart happy."
The resolution was carried unanimously.
Mr. Sidney Collett, Mr. F. A. Bevan, and the Rev. W. Brooke, of
Croydon, spoke to the following resolution, which was carried:" That the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, with its century of service
for the Lord's aged poor, and its 'videly-extended and increasing work,
is hereby commended, without denominational distinction, to the
sympathy and support of all who receive the truths which are its
foundation as set forth in the unerring Holy Scriptures, and upon
which it has always been maintained."
A vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor for the use of the Mansion
House, and to the Chairman, was moved and seconded by Mr. A. Hayles
and Mr. Thomas Carr. This was carried, and the proceedings terminated.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
-

THE" May" meetings this year have been very largely attended, and
the tone maintained throughout was of a hopeful character.
~
The Colonial and Continental Church Society announced at its
annual meeting an increased income of £35,741, colonial grants of
£17,451, and a total expenditure of £24,152.
Lord Kinnaird occupied the chair at the 61st annual conversazione
of the Evangelical Alliance held last month. Mr. H. M. Gooch, the
General Secretary, read the report, which mainly dealt with the necessity
for a central meeting place, owing to the demolition of Exeter Hall.
Lord Polwarth had expressed a desire that a forward movement should
mark the diamond jubilee, and this was thought to be one of the best
methods of developing the work, though a fund of £20,000 would be
necessary.
At the Zenana Missionary Society annual meeting a reduced income
of £42,716 was reported, with an expenditure of £43,562, increasing
the deficiency to £3,439.
The fifty-first annual meeting of the Lord's Day Rest Association
was held last month at the Holborn Restaurant. Sir Mark Stewart
occupied the chair, and referred in sympathetic terms to the fifty
years of useful efforts made by the Association. The report dealt
with the Sunday Closing of Public Houses, Sunday Closing of Shops
Bill, Sunday Postal Labour, and to Admiral Lord Beresford's order to
reduce Sunday labour in the Royal Navy; 309,000 publications had
been issued; 700 sermons had been preached; 18,700 letters, etc.,
ha.d been sent from the office. Out of a population of 6,000,000, only
7,405 were found to visit our seven great museums and picture
galleries on Sunday, April 5th. The income of the Association was
£1,090, the expenditure £1,145.
The Second Advent is the subject chosen for consideration at the
Mildmay Conference, to be held on June 23rd, 24th, and 25th, in the
Conference Hall. The letter of invitation reminds us that: '" The
Coming of the Lord' is a great incentive to holiness of heart and life,
to personal witness, and to missionary effort. The special promise,
, I will come again and receive you unto Myself,' should stir our hearts
to welcome His return, to be ready for His coming. It gives joy to
the sad, comfort to the sorrowing, strength to the weary, encouragement and endurance to those in suffering, trial, and difficulties;
courage and hope to all. 'He shall appear to your joy.' "

