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@1Titntial j)lnte.
TO THE READERS OF THE "GOSPEL MAGA.ZINE."
My MOST DEAR READERS,
One month more of God's afflictive dispensation has
gone by for me.
In some particulars my

case shows improvement,

and I am now about to return to Glilion, to praj'erfully wait
the further unfolding of our HEAVENLY FATHER'S will. Your
fervent united prayers for me have indeed been heard on high;
but it becomes us to rejoice with much trembling, and to
believingly await events.
The loving identification of yourselves with my affliction
a sweet tribute of Christian sympathy, for which I tender
you my heart's gratitude.

IS

My warm thanks, too, go forth to Mr. HOUGHTON for
his invaluable services in connection with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

May the blessings of the HOLY SPIRIT rest upon them!
With much love in CHRIST JESUS,
I am, yours ever faithfully,
JAMES ORMISTON.

7,

COURTENAY PLACE, TElGNMOUTH.

May 18th, 1910.
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WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTIO!'\', COUNSEL,

AND COHFOR'l.

"Who comforteth UB in all our tribul'ation, that we may be able to comfort them which are ill any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves a.re comforted of Ged. "-2 OOL i. 4..

CHRIST

OUR INTERCESSOR.

" Who also maketh intercession for us."-RoM. viii. 34.

THE verse which contains these words begins with the question,
" Who is he that condemneth ~ " and four reasons are given why
the LORD'S people cannot be condemned. First, they cannot be
condemned because CHRIST died for them. "Who is he that condemneth? It is CHRIST that died." CHRIST when He died, died in
the room and in the stead of His people. He" suffered for sins
the Just for the unjust." As the Surety of the new Covenant, He
bore the penalty of sin in the place of His people. It follows then,
dear children of GOD, that you cannot be condemned. You can
say with Toplady :"From whence this fear and unbelief?
Hath not the FATHER put to grief
His spotless SON for me ?
And will the righteous Judge of men
Condemn me for that debt of sin
Which, LORD, was charged on Thee 1
Complete atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid
Whate'er Thy people owed;
Nor can His wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness
And sprinkled with Thy blood."
Secondly, they cannot be condemned because CHRIST rose again
from the dead.
His resurrection proved that He was the SON of GOD, and therefore
that He was the divinely-sent Surety of His people. It also proved
that His sacrifice was accepted, and that He had exhausted the
penalty of sin in His people's place. "There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in CHRIST JESUS." What a blessed
assurance this is to the children of GOD! He" was raised again
for [on account of] our justification." He was raised because our
justification had been secured by His atoning death.
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Thirdly, they cannot be condemned because CHRIST is "at ~he
right hand of God." This points to His power and to His universal
sovereignty. He" is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand
of GOD; angels and authorities and powers being made subject
unto Him" (1 Peter iii. 22). All authority, then, is given unto
Him in heaven and in earth. He is therefore able to secure from
condemnation all His believing people. They are safe, for He
who reigns has all things under His control.
Fourthly, they cannot be condemned, for He also maketh intercession tor them.
" Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great High Priest
Have bought thy liberty:
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from GOD,
Since JESUS died for thee! "
Let us, dear fellow-believers, consider CHRIST as our Intercessor.
First, notice that He is our Priestly Intercessor.
Under the old dispensation, the High Priest having slain the goat
for a sin-offering, entered the holy of holies and sprinkled the blood
upon the merC?y-seat. He thus appeared before GOD 'as the
representative of GOD'S people. "But CHRIST being come an high
priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;
neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood
He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us." But note that" CHRIST is not entered into the
holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true;
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of GOD tor us"
(Heb. ix. 11, 12, 24).
Thus He intercedes as our High 'Priest Who has made atonement for our sins. The ground of His intercession is His atoning
sacrifice; and inasmuch as He did indeed "put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself," He can effectually intercede on behalf of His
people and secure for them all the blessings of redemption.
"He has made thy cause His own;
He is Priest upon His throne:
Thou shalt gain eternal bliss;
JESUS intercedes for this."
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Secondly, notice that He is our righteous Intercessor.
"If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, JESUS
CHRIST the righteous." He Who advocates our cause is the righteous
One.. His intercession on our behalf is therefore in harmony with
His righteous character. He does not excuse our sinfulness, nor
plead extenuating circumstances. He acknowledges to the full
our unrighteousness. He has not a good word to say for our·
character. " We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isaiah lxiv. 6). Yet He can righteously
claim our exemption from sin's penalty; He can righteously claim
our full forgiveness and our complete acceptance, for GOD "hath
made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of GOD in Him." He is "The LORD our
righteousness," and through His obedience unto death GOD can
at once" be just and the Justifier of him which believeth in JESUS."
Guilty and unworthy though we are, our righteous Advocate pleads
our cause, and secures for us all the blessings of redemption.
" JESUS, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."
Thirdly, He is our abiding Intercessor.
" He ever lives to make intercession" for His people (Heb. vii. 25).
The Aaronic priest could ouly represent GOD'S people during his
lifetime. Our High Priest" abideth a priest continually." For
this reason" He is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto GOD by Him." He is able to save them completely, to
supply to them all needful blessings until at last He welcomes
them into His everlasting kingdom. Rejoice, 0 ye children of
GOD, that your glorified Redeemer ever lives to intercede for
you. He is always interested in your case; you can say ;" He
He
He
He
He
He
He
He

lives-to bless me with His love,
lives-to plead for me above,
lives-my hungry soul to feed,
lives-to help in time of need. '
lives-my kind, my faithful Friend,
lives-and loves me to the end,
lives-and while He lives, I'll sing,
lives-my' Prophet, Priest, and King."
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Fourthly, He is our sympathetic Intercessor.
He is of the same nature as His people. "As the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part
of ·the same." "Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be
made like unto His brethren, that He might be a mercifulr-a
merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to GOD."
"We have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infumities; but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin" (Heb. ii. 14, 17; iv. 15).
Oh, how precious is this truth! Our great Intercessor can fully
sympathize with us in all our trials, temptations, and sorrows, and
"In that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to
succour them that are tempted."
" Though now ascended up on high,
He be"nds on earth a Brother's eye;
Partaker of the human name,
He knows the frailty of our frame.
Our Fellow-Sufferer yet retains
A fellow-feeling for our pains;
And still remembers, in the skies,
His tears, His agonies, and cries.
In every pang that rends the heart,
The Man of Sorrows hath a part :
He sympathizes with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."
Finally, He is our only Intercessor. There is no warrant in
Scripture for the view that departed saints intercede on behalf of
GOD'S people. "There is one GOD, and One Mediator between GOD
and men, the Man CHRIST JESUS" (1 Tim. ii. 5). CHRIST alone is our
Intercessor. He alone appears in the presence of GOD for us, and
He alone can intercede prevailingly on the ground of His allsufficient merits. The late Dr. Charles Hodge, of Princeton,
well says: "As intercession is a priestly function, it follows that
CHRIST is our only intercessor. But as there is a sense in which all
believers are kings and priests unto GOD, which is consistent with
CHRIST being our only King and Priest; so there is a sense in which
one believer may intercede for another, which is not inconsistent
with CHRIST'S being our only Intercessor. By intercession in the
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case of believers is only meant that one child of GOD may pray for
another or for all men. To intercede is in this sense merely to pray
for. But in the case of CHRIST, it expresses an official act, which
none who does not fill His office can perform. As under the old
economy, one Israelite could pray for his brethren, but only the
high priest could enter within the veil and officially interpose in
behalf of the people; so now, although we may pray, one for
another, CHRIST only can appear as a priest before GOD in our behalf
and plead His merits as the ground on which His prayers for His
people should be answered." (Systematic Theology, vol. ii.
pp. 594, 5.)
CHRIST alone, then, is our Intercessor. The offering of our
persons, our prayers and our praises are only acceptable to GOD
through Him (see Heb. xiii. 5; 1 Peter ii. 5).
Let us then take comfort from the assurance that He "also
maketh intercession for us.'"
"The atoning work is done;
The Victim's blood is shed;
And JESUS now is gone
His people's cause to plead:
He stands in heaven their great High Priest,
And bears their names upon His breast.

Bath.

And though awhile He be
Hid from the eyes of men,
His people look to see
Their great High Priest again:
In brightest glory He will come
And take His waiting people home."
THOMAS HOUGHTON.

IF you would keep your mind fixed in prayer, keep your eye fixed.
Much 'vanity comes in at the eye. ''Vhen the eyes wander in prayer,
the heart wanders. To think to keep the heart fixed in prayer, and
yet let the eyes gaze abroad, is as if one should think to keep his house
safe, yet let the windows be open.-Thomas Watson.
How great the mercy that our unmindfulness changes not the Lord's
gracious remembrance towards us. Our security enrolled in the
covenant settlements of our Triune Jehovah may well encourage us
to proceed onward through the diversified paths allotted us. May our
heavenly Father but shine upon us with the light of His countenance,
and we shall patiently endure.-The late Rev. W. Nunn.
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A GLORIOUS DISCOVERY.

" We have found Him."-JoHN i. 45.
WHAT a discovery to have found Him !. The~words were spoken
by Philip to Nathanael. They describe not only his own experience,
but that of John, Peter and Andrew. They all had" found Him,
of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of
Nazareth, the Son of J oseph." The record of their discovery of
Him is deeply interesting. Our Lord was in the neighbourhood
where John was baptizing. He had been baptized, and had also
passed through His great temptation in the wilderness. John
the Baptist had seen "the Spirit descending, and remairiing on
Him." He had heard the voice which said, " This is My beloved
Son in Whom I am well pleased," and he "saw, and bare record
that this is the Son of God." AccOl;dingly, when John subsequently
saw Jesus" as He walked," he had no hesitation in saying, in the
hearing of the two disciples who were with him, " Behold the Lamb
of God!" He believed Him to be the divinely-provided Lamb
Who would be "led to the slaughter" and be "stricken" "for
the transgression" of God's people-" A Lamb without blemish
and without spot." .
The two disciples, who heard John speak, followed Jesus. "Then
Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What
seek ye ~" What encouragement this would be to these seeking
souls! "They said unto Him, Rabbi (which is to say, being
interpreted, Master) where dwellest Thou ~" They sought an
interview with Him. "He saith unto them, Come and see. They
came and saw where He dwelt, and abode with Him that day,"
J
probably for about two hours, "for it was about the tenth hour
[4 o'clock] of the day."
What passed in that private interview with the Lord Jesus Christ
we know not, but the result is seen in the following verses. "One
of the two which heard John speak, and followed Him, was Aridrew,
Simon Peter's brother." And what did he do after this interview ~
"He first (indeih his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We
have found the Messias." "And he brought him to Jesus." He
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could not keep his discovery to himself. His heart was overflowing with joy, and he sought for his own brother, and said to
him, "We have jound the Messias." "And he brought him to
Jesus" that he might see Him with his own eyes. "The day
following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and
saith unto him, Follow Me." Philip no doubt obeyed the divine
call, and then we read that" Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto
him, We have jound Him, of whom Moses in the law, and the
prophets, did write."
Let me first oj all ask you, beloved readers, to think oj the Person
Whom Philip found.
He found Him oj Whom Moses wrote.
Philip was acquainted with the inspired writings of the Old
Testament. He had pondered the predictions of a coming
Redeemer recorded in the earlier bo;>ks of the Bible. He knew
that Moses had written of the seed of the woman who should bruise
the head of the serpent. He knew that the same Moses wrote of
Christ as the seed of Abraham, through Whom all the families of
the earth would be blessed, and also as the Prophet Whom the
Lord would raise up, and when at last he beheld the long-promised
Messiah, his joyful exclamation was," We have found Him." But
Philip also found Him oj Whom the prophets did write.
He found Him Whom David foretold as " A prie3t for ever after
the order of Melchizedek "; Whom Solomon had foretold as " the
chiefest among ten thousand"; Whom Isaiah foretold as " Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince
of Peace"; 'Whom Jeremiah foretold a-s "The LORD our
Righteousness"; Whom Zechariah foretold as King; and Whom
Malachi foretold as " The Messenger of the Covenant." In a word,
he had found Him to Whose" sufferings " and to Whose" glories"
all the prophets had borne witness.
Again, he had found Him Who was now incarnate, "Jesns of
Nazareth, the Son of Joseph." He had found Him Who, though
He was "the mighty God," had become flesh, Whose birth was
announced to the shepherds, and Whose star was seen in the
heavens. He had found Him Who was called by the precious
name of " Jesus" because it was the divine purpose that He should
"save His people from their sins."

The Gospel Magazine

329'

Beloved friends, the Person Whom Philip found is the Alpha
and Omega of Scripture.
"To Him give all the prophets,
witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall
receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43). Blessed indeed are they
who can say by divine grace, "We have found Him."
Let us now consider what is implied in finding Him.
In the first place, it may be noticed that finding Christ implies
a previous seeking for Him. Many godly Israelites were waiting
for the coming of Christ at the time of His birth. Simeon is
described as" just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel";
and we read that Anna " spake of HiJ;Il to all them that looked for
redemption in Jerusalem" (Luke ii. 25, 38). ' Philip was probably
one, of these. He knew Christ was coming, and he was looking
for and waiting for His advent, and now his expectations were
realized, and he said, "We have found Him." There is a time in
the history of an awakened sinner when it pleases God" to reveal
His Son" in him (Gal. i. 15, 16). That time may be preceded by
a long period of seeking the Lord, but when the happy moment
arrives, the believer can say, "I have found Him"; and what a
blessed discovery that is to the seeking soul.
Note further, that finding Christ implies that Christ has first found
us. How came Philip to seek the Lord? Was is not because
the Lord had first sought him? Philip was one of the Lord's
beloved and chosen people. Of him it was written, " I have loved
thee with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness have
I drawn thee." Philip had been chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world (Eph. i. 4). No wonder then that he
sought the Lord. "If you are seeking the Lord, it's a sure sign
that the Lord is seeking you," said a godly old Scotchwoman.
And she added, "Where there are two seeking, there's sure to be
finding." Philip found the Lord, because the Lord had first found
him, and had by His Spirit awakened in his heart the desire to
behold the long-promised Redeemer. And now in a very literal
sense we read, "Jesus . . . findeth Philip, and saith unto him,
Follow Me." Subsequently Philip said to Nathanael, "We have
found Him."
Thus, dear friends, the good Shepherd goeth "after that which
is lost until He find it." Then He says, "Rejoice with Me; for I
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have found My sheep which was lost." And when the Shepherd
has found the sheep, the sheep is able to look up into His face
and say;" Too found the Pearl of greatest price,
My heart doth sing for joy;
And sing I must, a Christ I haveOh what a Christ have I ! "
Again, finding Christ implies a discovery of what Christ is to the
soul.
Why should Philip be so delighted that he had found Christ?
Was it not that he realized that Christ was all his salvation and all
his desire? We can imagine him saying, "I have found Him
Who is my Prophet to teach me, my Priest Who is about to make
His soul an offering for my sin, and Who will lift up His hands to
bless me; and my King Who will rule in my heart, keep me by
His power, and conduct me to His heavenly kingdom. I have
found Him Who has come to be wounded for my transgressions,
and to heal me by His stripes. I have found Him Who will come
again and' Swallow up death in victory,' and 'wipe away tears
from off all faces' (Isaiah xxv. 8)."
So to.day, the believer to whom Christ has been revealed can
say," Christ is a Prophet, Priest and King ;
A prophet full of light,
A Priest that stands 'twixt God and man,
A King that rules with might.
My Christ He is the Lord of lords,
He is the King of kings;
He is the Sun of righteousness,
With healing in His wings.
My Christ, He is the Tree of Life,
Who in God's garden grows,
Whose fruit does feed, Whose leaves do heal;
My Christ is Sharon's Rose.
Christ is my meat, Christ is my drink,
My medicine, and my health,
My peace, my strength, my joy, my crown,
My glory, and my wealth.
Christ is my father, and my friend,
My brother and my love,
My head, my hope, my counsellor,
My advocate above.
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My Christ, He is the heaven of heavens,
My Christ what shall I call 1
My Christ is first, my Christ is last,
My Christ is All in all!

Oh, dear friends, have you through divine and sovereign grace
found Him 1 If so, will not your testimony to others be that of
Philip to Nathanael-" We have found Him, of Whom Moses in the
law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of
Joseph."
" Now will I tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour I have found;
I'll point to Thy redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the way to God! ' "
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
Bath.
WATCH AND PRAY.
WHEN among the crystal dewdrops
Morning sunbeams play;
When the birds sing morning carolsWATCH and PRAY.
When the light of noon illumines
Fields and streamlets gayWhen the bees hum 'mid the blossomsWATCH and PRAY.
When the stars of evening glisten
O'er earth's shadows greyWhen sweet babes serenely slumberWATCH and PRAY.
When beside thy bed at midnight
Holy angels stay;
Then, if sleep forsake thine eyelids,WATCH and PRAY.
Satan's hosts are round thee everSin is near thee aye,
Sin is in thee, therefore, pilgrimWATCH and PRAY.
Till thy feet are at the ending
Of thine earthly wayTill thou art at Heaven's bright portalsWATCH and PRAY.

ISA.
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1jJUgtlm 1jJapers.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Be kindly affectwned one to another with brotherly love.. in honour
preferring one another."-RoM. xii. 10.

Tms is the language of the Apostle, who, in his unregenerate days, had
thought to do God service by persecuting His Church. He, who had
been forgiven much, now loved much. Probably the Apostle never
lost sight of this. It was a forgiven and forgotten sin to Him Who,
because of Jesus' precious blood, declares He "will remember their
iniquity no more": but to the Apostle it was a scar, a tender spot in
his conscience, a means of humbling and a· fruitful source of ever
seeking to stimulate and emulate that love to the brethren which in his
earlier days had been lacking in himself. "Let love be without dissimulation," i.e., hypocrisy, he writes; and, "Let brotherly love
continue." Forgiven sinners find in their hearts much love towards
other forgiven sinners.
I have been thinking of some of the many instances in the Holy
Scriptures to which we might refer for our profit, and notably those
which occur in connection with the life and goings of him from whose
epistle we are quoting. May the Holy Spirit take of the things of
Christ and make our meditation both profitable and frnitful. Let us
for a moment turn to that lovely chapter, the ninth of the Acts, which
narrates the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. We read of him there:
"Yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples
of the Lord." "Yet!" Not content with the martyrdom ofthe beloved
Stephen, to whose death he "was consenting" :-" the witnesses laid
down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul "this young, false zealot "made havoc of the Church, entering into every
house, and haling men and women, committed them to prison." And
as upon the persecution the saints were scattered, so did Saul follow
to search out any; "that if he found any of this way" (i.e., the way
of Jesus, Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life), "whether they were
men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem." Such
zeal! From Damascus to J erusalem-a distance of 160 miles,
which meant in those days a long journey-he spared himself nothing
so long as he could persecute the disciples of the despised Nazarene.
Ah! Saul, you may go out of the way, as far as a sheep can run; but
the merciful arm of the great Shepherd of His sheep outreaches you!
As one of our hymn-writers so blessedly puts it :" Against the God Who rules the sky
I fought with hand uplifted high;
Despised His rich, abounding grace;
Secure without a hiding-place.
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" But thus the eternal counsel ran, Almighty grace, Arrest that man.'
I felt the terrors of distress,
And found I had no hiding-place.
" Ere long a gracious voice I heard,
And Mercy's heavenly form appeared;
She led me ou, with smiling face,
To Jesus, as my Hiding-place."
A voice from heaven arrests! "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
Me ~" It is enough. "Where the voice of a King is, there is power."
Saul is stayed in his mad career. Dazzled by the light from heaven, he
falls to the earth, and can only cry in response, " Who art Thou, Lord ~ "
Oh, what tenderness there is in the reply he gets! What Divine yearnings in that heart of love! What pity, what forbearance, what longings
to reveal Himself as the mighty Deliverer and Rescuer and Restorer!
" I am Jesus, Whom thou persecutest; it is hard for thee to kick against
the pricks." Ah ! Jesus knew what forgiving love would do for His
poor, wayward, sinning sheep. He knew how Divine love wonld melt
him down and ever after make him "go softly," as he would sorrowfully remind himself, "But I was consenting unto his death";
" But I obtained mercy"; "Such were some of you."
Immediately comes the cry, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do ~" God has no still-born children in His family! There is always
life and crying in them. See how Sovereign mercy melts and brings
down and humbles! How it casts down him whom God will presently
exalt! Saul, the zealot, the mighty agent iu the hands of Satan,
the devotee of the synagogues, the persecuting ringleader, is now" led
by the hand," blind and helpless and fasting,-for "he was three
days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink "-and he is thus
brought into the very city of Damascus which he had thought to enter
in search of many of the scattered disciples of Jesus. Now the Lord
has put forth His hand. He is working. How lovely to trace the
dovetailing of all the little circumstances! Omnipotence has His
servants everywhere. All hearts obey His sovereign command. He
speaks, and lo! it comes to pass. A new-born child is to be found on
his knees, and in the Divine mind it is a lovely sight, for He declares
it. "Behold he prayeth." A servant is ready at His Divine Master's
bidding-and if Ananias at first hesitates, it is that the workings of
Divine grace within his heart may be more beautifully evidenced.
" Lord," he says, " I have heard by many of this man, how much evil
he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: and here he hath authority
from the chief priests to bind all that call On Thy name. But the Lord
said unto him, Go thy way; for he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear
My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel;
for I will show him how great things he must suffer for l:Ily name's sake."
We may not pause to enlarge here upon that comprehensive verse of
what the Apostle's calling to the ministry and enduring hardship in
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the same would mean. We pass on to notice the ready compliance of
the Lord's dear, qualified messenger. "And Ananias went his way,
and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him, said,
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the
way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight
and be filled with the Holy Ghost." Can one read that lovely Scripture
unmoved 1 Can you, dear fellow-reader, restrain your tears as you
hear the tender tones of one member of the living family to another
and contemplate the ready compliance of Ananias 1 The willingness
to " receive such an one," and to love him for Jesus' sake 1 Brother
Saul! The writer must confess that those words are never read
without tears. They must have been lovely in the ears of Jesus. No
coldness, no distance, no cautious waiting for awhile to see how this
new convert would be a little time hence, no harboured suspicions,
no reminder of what his career had been; no harsh allusion to the
sinful pilgrimage so suddeuly interrupted by Divine grace and mercy.
"Brother Saul! The Lord, even Jesus ... hath sent me." Ah!
it is well said by some one that when the Lord chooses a servant for
His service He qualifies him for that service. Ananias went forth well
qualified to do his Master's bidding. He received Saul in the Lord,
in Whom he himself had" obtained mercy." May the lesson speak
to our hearts, fellow-believers, and stimulate us to be very tender with
others, very gentle, very meek, as we remember we too have had
"much forgiven" us. And if we continue to follow Saul's career
through this chapter, we shall see yet another instance of brotherly
love shining out at a time of trial which followed speedily upon the
Apostle's call by grace. His life is now in danger, aud the Jews take
"counsel to kill him. But their laying await was known of Saul.
And they watched the gates day and night to kill him. Then the
disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall, in a basket."
And thus Saul escapes the vigilance of the enemy and comes to Jeru·
salem. He would naturally make his way there, supposing that there
he would find those who now were to be his friends in his new life.
Yes, he finds "the disciples," and he "assayed to join himself to
them; but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a
disciple." Cold caution, again, you see, beloved reader, will often
repel a young convert, nip the young bud of grace, and bring us also a
lost opportunity for washing one of the disciples' feet and entertaining
angels unawares. How carefully Jesus, when upon earth, taught His
disciples to guard against this! John came and told Him that
he and his fellow-disciples saw one" casting out devils in Thy Name,
and he followeth not us ; and we forbad him, because he followeth not
us. But Jesus said, Forbid him not; for thereisno man which shall do
a miracle in My name that can lightly speak evil of Me. For he that is
not against us is on our part." But whilst the disciples at Jerusalem
stand aloof from the escaped Saul, one man is bold enough and loving
enough to declare him his friend, his brother-" But Barnabas took
him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had
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seen the Lord in the way, and that He had spoken to him, and how he
had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus." We have
this apostle's name and its significant meaning given us in chap. iv. 36.
" But J oses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas (which is,
being interpreted, the son of consolation), a Levite, and of the country
of Cyprus, having land, sold it, and brought- the money, and laid it
at the apostles' feet." How well his name fitted him! The son of
consolation!' How consistent the marks of his apostleship ! He was
one beld in high repute and of some standing, but that was all " dross"
in his eyes when he had by faith seen the" durable riches and righteousness" of Jesus, his Lord and Saviour. All of this world's substance
was willingly yielded up to the support and spread of the Gospel. His
after life with the Apostle Paul was distinguished as a preacher and loved
companion, he largely shared with him the joys and sorrows which
attended the ministry of the great Apostle of the Gentiles. He was
eminently endowed for the work, as we find by the emphatic declaration
of the Holy Ghost, Who said, "Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for
the work whereunto I have called them" (Acts xiii. 2). In the same
chapter we read (verse 46), "Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold"
as they declared the word of God unto the Jews who were in the mixed
company "contradicting and blaspheming"; with the result that
" when the Gentiles heard this" (because of the Jews' unbelief, " we
turn to the Gentiles "), "they were glad, and glorified the word of the
Lord, and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed."
Still with" brotherly love" the two apostles pursue their preaching
itinerary, "speaking boldly in the Name of the Lord" (chap. xv. 3),
" Which gave testimony unto the word of His grace, and granted signs
and wonders to be done by their hand," amid great opposition and
enmity and sufferings of reproach for the name of Christ. They are
presently reputed gods, Barnabas being called Jupiter, and Paul
Mercurius. But grace makes them the more bold to deny the false
worship and preach unto the people that they "should turn from
these vanities unto the living God." The wrath of man is unabating,
and Paul is now" stoned and drawn out of the city, supposing he had
been dead." But" brotherly love" still waits upon him. "Man is
immortal till his work is done," and as the disciples stood " round
about him, he rose up and came into the city; and the next day he
departed ,vith Barnabas to Lystra." It is true that shortly after this
we find these two dear brethren somewhat at variance. There was
some headiness, some unyielding of spirit, some lack of meekness, and
of " in honour preferring one another," for we read when they had
elected to return to " every city where we have preached the word of
the Lord, and see how they do," " Barnabas was determined to take
with him John, whose surname was Mark. But Paul thought not
good to take him with them . . . and the contention was so sharp
between them, that they departed asunder one from the other. And
so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; and Paul chose Silas,
and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of
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·God." That this little falling out by the way was over-ruled and
corrected and confessed and forgiven we doubt not, and we read with
a note of thanksgiving the subsequent mention of Barnabas in the
Apostle's Epistles, showing that they were of one mind again, and
.again walking together in brotherly love as Christ would have them do.
Paul refers to him in his Epistle to the Corinthians as working
·together (1 Cor. ix. 6), also in Gal. ii. 1,9; whilst the very remark in the
13th verse of this chapter proves the brotherly esteem and regard the
Apostle had for Barnabas in that he writes as with grief, " And the
other Jews dissembled likewise with him (Peter), in so much that
Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation." Among
the loved" fellow-workers unto the kingdom of God" whom he commends to the Colossians is" Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas, touching
whom ye received commandments; if he come unto you, receive him."
'Thus he lovingly cherished a young man,the nephew of his early friend
and fellow-worker, and recommended hun to the saints at Colosse.
So far we have sought to set forth the prayer of the inspired Apostle,
" Let brotherly love continue." It is a good, a holy, a gladsome sight.
May He Who is Love constrain us thus to walk and act and reflect Ris
.unage.
With the beloved Kelly we join in singing,
" Brethren, let us walk together
In the bonds of love and peace;
Can it be a question whether
Brethren should from conflict cease 1
'Tis in union
Hope and joy and love increase.
" 'Vhile we journey homeward, let us
Help each other on the road;
Foes on every side beset us ;
Snares through all the way are strew'd;
It behoves us
Each to bear a brother's load.
" And let each esteem his brother
Better than himself to be ;
And let each prefer another;
Full of love, from envy free;
Happy are we,
When in this we all agree."
[The Lord enabling, we will continue the subject next month.]

R.
WE love to carry a heaven to heaven with us; and would have two
'summers in one year, and no less than two heavens; but this will not
-do for us; one (and such an one !) may suffice us well enough: the
Man, Christ, got but one only, and shall we have two 1-8. Rutherford.
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THE KING'S DEATH.
WITH deep and intense sorrow we record the death of Our Most
Gracious Sovereign King Edward the Seventh. The solemn and
unexpected event took place at Buckingham Palace, on Friday night,
the 6th of May, 1910, at a quarter to twelve o'clock. On the previous
day (Thursday) his Majesty had received in audience, at the Palace,
Lord Islington, on his appointment as Governor of New Zealand.
The first suspicion that his Majesty's health was not all that could be
desired arose from the fact that the King was unable to be present
at Victoria station, at five o'clock on Thursday night, to meet her
Majesty the Queen, on her return from a cruise in the Mediterranean.
At 7.30, however, that evening the King's physicians issued the
following bulletin :" The King is suffering from an attack of bronchitis, and has been
confined to his room for two days. His Majesty's condition causes
some anxiety.))
At 10.30 on Friday moming five physicians signed the following
bulletin :"The King has passed a comparatively quiet night, but the symptoms have not improved, and his Majesty's condition gives rise to
grave anxiety."
Another bulletin was issued at 6.15 p.m. which stated that" his
Majesty's condition is now critical," and then, as already stated,
the King passed away at 11.45 p.m. The news of the King's death
came upon the nation with startling suddenness, and has been received
with profoundest sorrow. The nation, the Empire, and the whole
civilized world are stunned by this sudden and unexpected blow.
It recalls the solemn event of the year 1902. In that year in the month
of June, the preparations for the Coronation had reached completion,
and visitors from all parts of the globe had arrived in London to take
part in that historic function, when suddenly, without a moment's
warning, the announcement was made that instead of the King being
crowned in Westminster Abbey, he had to undergo a serious operation
in Buckingham Palace. Surely God is speaking to the nation, and
to' the world at large, by this solemn and startling event. Is He not
saying, "Be still and know that I am God" 1 As a nation we are
forgetting Him, and are living in ntter disregard of His Sovereignty.
We fail to glorify the God in Whose hand our breath is and Whose are
all our ways. Irreverence for God, irreverence for His Word, and
irreverence for His day are marked characteristics of the times. His
supreme authority is largely disowned, and of large numbers it may
be said; "There is no fear of God before their eyes." Well will it
be for us if as a nat.ion we humhie ourselves under the mighty hand of
God. There is need for national humiliation and national repentance.
22
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There is the need of walking humbly and softly before God. May He
Himself make use of this solemn event as a means of spiritual blessing
to the nation at large.
Our hearts are indeed intensely saddened by the removal of our
King. We have reason to thank God for the tact and wisdom which
he has displayed in the high and responsible position to which he was
called. For the widowed Queen Alexandra and for all the members
of the Royal Family we have feelings of tenderest sympathy, and our
prayer is that" the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort" may
support them and comfort them in this hour of keen trial.
Naturally, there is a measure of anxiety as to the new reign. In
reference to all events, however, the Lord's people "know that all
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose." "God is our Refuge and
Strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear,
though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried
into the midst of the sea." Vole know that under all circumstances
God is in the midst of His people, and so we can say, "The Lord of
hosts is with us; the God of J acob is our Refuge."
The new King, George the Fifth, has begun his reign well, by a
beautiful acknowledgment of his need of the" strength and guidance"
of the King of kings, in the discharge of the heavy duties which have
now fallen upon him. His first speech to his Council on the day
following King Edward's lamented death has touched all hearts. We
append the speech in full.
" At the Court at Saint James's, the 7th day of May, 1910.
" PRESENT.

" The KING'S Most Excellent Majesty in Council.
" His Majesty being this day present in Council was pleased to make
the following Declaration:" My Lords and Gentlemen"My heart is too full for Me to address you to-day in mOle than
a few words. It is My sorrowful duty to announce to you the death
of My dearly loved Father the King. In this irreparable loss which
has so suddenly fallen upon Me and upon the whole Empire I am
comforted by the feeling that I have the sympathy of My future
subjects, who will mourn with Me for their beloved Sovereign,
whose own happiness was found in sharing and promoting theirs.
I have lost not orily a Father's love, but the affectionate and intimate
relations of a dear friend and adviser. No less confident am I in
the universal loving sympathy which is assured to My dearest
Mother in her overwhehning grief.
"Standing here a little more than nine years ago Our beloved
King declared that as long as there was breath in his body He would
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work for the good and amelioration of His People. I am sure that
the opinion of the whole Nation will be that this declaration has been
fully carried out.
- "To endeavour to follow in His footsteps, and at the same time
to uphold the constitutional government of these Realms, will be
the earnest object of My life. I am deeply sensible of the very
heavy responsibilities which have fallen upon Me. I know that I
can rely upon Parliament and upon the People of these Islands
and of My Dominions beyond the Seas for their help in the discharge
of these arduous duties, and for their prayers that God will grant
Me strength and guidance. I am encouraged by the knowledge
that I have in lily dear wife one who will be a constant helpmate
in every endeavour for our people's good.
" Whereupon the Lords of the Council made it their humble request
to His Majesty that His Majesty's Most Gracious Declaration to Their
Lordships might be made public, which His Majesty was pleased to
Order accordingly.
ALlIERIC FITzRoy."
We also append a copy of the Proclamation in which the" Lords
Spiritual and Temporal of this Realm, being here assisted with those
of His late Majesty's Privy Council, with numbers of other Principal
Gentlemen of Quality, with the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens
of London" beseech" God, by whom Kings and Queens do reign, to
bless the Royal Prince George with long and happy years to reign
over Us." In that prayer all the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
will devoutly and earnestly join. The Proclamation is as follows :"Whereas it has pleased Almighty God to call to His mercy our
late Sovereign Lord, King Edward the Seventh, of Blessed and
Glorious Memory, by whose Decease the Imperial Crown of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland is solely and rightfully come
to the High and Mighty Prince George: We, therefore, Lords Spiritual
and Temporal of this Realm, being here assisted with those of his
late Majesty's Privy Council, with numbers of other Principal Gentlemen
of Quality, with the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of London,
do now hereby with one Voice and Consent of Tongue and Heart
publish and proclaim, That the High and Mighty Prince George is
now, by the Death of our late Sovereign of Happy Memory, become
our only lawful and rightful Liege Lord, George the Fifth, by the
Grace of God, King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland and its Dominions beyond the Sea, Defender of the Faith,
Emperor of India: To whom we do acknowledge all Faith and Constant
Obedience, with all hearty and humble Affection, beseeching God, by
Whom Kings and Queens do reign, to bless the Royal Prince George
with long and happy years to reign over Us.
"God Save the King."

•
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A most touching letter to the nation appears in the mornmg
papers from Queen Alexandra which we here transcribe.
" BUCKINGHAM PALACE,

"Tuesday, May 10th.
"From the depth of my poor broken heart I wish to express to
the whole Nation and our kind people we love so well my deep-felt
thanks for all their touching sympathy in my overwhelming sorrow
and unspeakable anguish_
"Not alone have I lost everything in Him, my beloved Husband,
but the Nation too has suffered an irreparable loss by their best friend,
Father and Sovereign, thus suddenly called away.
"May God give us all His divine help to bear tIlls heaviest of
crosses which He has seen fit to lay upon us-' His Will be done.'
Give me a thought in your prayers which will comfort and sustain
me in all I still have to go through.
" Let me take this opportunity of expressing my heartfelt thanks
for all the touching letters and tokens of sympathy I have received
from all classes, high and low, rich and poor, which are so numerous
that I fear it will be impossible for me ever to thank everybody
individually_
"I confide my dear Son into your care, who I know will follow
in his dear Father's footsteps, begging you to show him the same
loyalty and devotion you showed his dear Father.
" I know that both my dear Son and Daughter-in-law will do their
utmost to merit and keep it.
" ALEXA....~DRA."

The Queen Mother's touching request-" Give me a thought in
your prayers which will comfort and sustain me in all I still have to
go through "-will doubtless be fervently responded to by the Lord's
people throughout the British Empire_
As we go to press our grief is greatly intensified by the announcement
that" It is the intention of the Government to secure at the first possible
opportunity a modification of the Declaration which is made by
a new Monarch at the opening of the first Session of Parliament after
his accession to the Throne_" It is a great pity that the loyal,
Protestant subjects of our new King should be obliged at this solemn
time to defend the Constitution and to oppose the proposal thus to
modify it. In this, as in every other trial, however, "God is our
Refuge and Strength." Let us cry continuously unto Him that He
will save us from this fresh peril. It cannot be doubted that God is
chastening us as a nation. Sacerdotalism, Rationalism, and extreme
Socialistic doctrines are becoming increasingly prevalent, andj,we
therefore need to humble ourselves before God. Let us then be much
in prayer. Let us pray for the nation and for the people of God, and
let us pray fervently for our new King that he may have a wise and
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understanding heart, and that he may rule this great nation in the
fear of God.
"God Save our gracious King,
Long live our noble King,
God Save the King.
Send him victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the King."
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

A PRACTICAL THEOLOGIAN.
AT a meeting of ministers, assembled for the discussion of difficult
questions, it was asked, how the command, "Pray without ceasing,"
should be fulfilled 1 Various suppositions were started, and at length
one of the persons present was appointed to write an essay upon it,
to be read at the next montWy meeting; which, being overheard by
a female servant, she exclaimed, "What! a whole month wanting to
tell the meaning of that text 1 It is one of the easiest and best texts
in the Bible." "Well, well," said an old minister, "what, Mary, can
you say about it? Let us know how you understand it: can you
pray all the time 1" "Oh yes, Sir." "What! when you have so
many things to do 1" "Why, Sir, the more I have to do, the more I
can pray." "Indeed! Well, Mary, do let me know how it is; for
most people think otherwise." "Well, Sir," said the girl, "when I
first open my eyes in the morning, I pray, "Lord, open the eyes of my
understanding": and while I am dressing, I pray that I may be clothed
with the robe of righteousness: and when I have washed me, I ask
for the washing of regeneration: and as I begin to work, I pray that
I may have strength equal to my day: when I begin to kindle up the
fire, I pray that God's work may revive in my soul: and as I sweep out
the house, I pray that my heart may be cleansed from all its impurities:
and while partaking of breakfast, I desire to be fed with the hidden
manna, and the sincere milk of the word: and as I am busy with the
little children, I look up to God as my Father, and pray for the Spirit
of adoption, that I may be His child. And so on, all the day: every
thing I do furnishes me with a thought for prayer." " Enough,
enough," cried the old divine, "these things are revealed to babes,
and often hid from the wise and prudent. Go on, Mary," said he,
" , pray without ceasing;' and as for us, my brethren, let us bless
the Lord for this exposition, and remember that He has said, ' The
weak will He guide in judgment.''' The essay, as may be supposed,
was deemed unnecessary.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. FRANCIS POCOCK, OF BATH.
IT is with much pleasure that we insert the portrait of our esteemed
friend, the Rev. FRANCIS POCOCK, in this month's copy of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. We have known him for more than eleven years, and
have always felt it a privilege to hold Christian fellowship and communion with him. He is one of the old Evangelicals. He loves the
distinctive truths of the Gospel, and when he was able to engage in
active work, he loved to magnify Christ in his preaching. He has had
an eventful life, and hundreds of boys who have been educated in
the well-known Monkton Combe School have reason to thank God
for raising up our dear friend to be its founder. Mr. PoCOCK has for
some time resided in the neighbourhood of Kensington Episcopal
Chapel, Bath, and he regularly attends the services which are held
there. Though not able to engage in active work, he finds pleasure in
ministering to many of God's people in Bath. Many of the Lord's
aged saints are thus comforted and cheered from time to time. We
have much pleasure in appending our dear friend's own most interesting
account of himself. Many more incidents of an interesting character
could have been given, but our friend is naturally reluctant to write
about himself.
I have been asked to give a short sketch of my life and some incidents
in my ministry. My first impressions of Divine truth I owe to a
godly schoolmaster who lost a dear child very suddenly. I remember
his taking me to see the corpse, and speaking faithfully to me about
death and the only way of obtaining salvation through the blood and
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Years passed by after this,
which were spent in forgetfulness of God. At the age of seventeen I
became acquainted with two devoted men of God-the Rev. James
Hearn, the Rector of Hatford, in Berkshire, and the Rev. Henry
Barne, the Vicar of Faringdon. Both proved great blessings to me
in leading me to discover the value of prayer and the privilege of
dedicating myself to God and to His service. Shortly after this I had
a deep desire to enter the ministry, and to go out as a missionary.
I entered as a student at St. Aidan's College, Birkenhead. The Rev.
Joseph Baylee, D.D., was the Principal, and the Rev. Henry Linton
one of the tutors. From the latter I learned to love the distinctive
doctrines of grace. Having finished my College course I was invited
to accept the Colonial chaplaincy of Sierra Leone. Great difficulties
were overcome, and I was ordained Deacon by the late Archbishop
Sumner, at Christ Church, Croydon, on the 21st of September, 1855,
and sailed in October for Sierra Leone with the Right Rev. John Wills
Weeks and the Rev. Hamble James Leacock. A few months after
our arrival at Freetown I was ordained Priest in the Mission Church
at Regents Town. After this I acted as Chaplain to the Bishop.
The work among the Europeans and natives was most interesting and
inspiring. God's blessing rested on His own Word, and souls were
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converted. We had large congregations in the Cathedral, and a great
number of children in our day and Sunday schools. The Bishop went
out first as a Catechist, then as Deacon and Priest, and 'afterwards as
Bishop, He and Mrs. Weeks were greatly loved by the native Christians. The wcrk soon proved too much for him. Fever upon fever
coming on a feeble and overworked frame, the dear Bishop was suddenly
called to his everlasting rest in Marcb, 1857. I was then left as a
young man, with a very heavy charge upon me, until the Right Rev.
John Bowen was appointed to the Bishopric. I was able to stay some
months with him, but my wife and myself were laid very low by many
attacks of fever, which compelled us to leave for England in April,
1858. On our way home we encountered a fearful shipwreck. The
Royal Mail Steamship "Candace" came in collision with the Dutch
barque" Ida Elizabeth," on the night of the 4th of May.
The
" Caudace " sank in a very short time-seven perished in the wreck.
Those who were saved were picked up in little boats by the Captain of
the Dutch barque, and brought in that damaged vessel, and landed at
Cadiz, in Spain, after some days of danger and privation. We were
sent home to England in one of the P. and O. vessels, and landed at'
Southampton on the 24th of May. It was many months before I
could take any duty, The Curacy of Little Faringdon was offered to
me by the Rev. F. G. Lemaun, which I accepted, and I stayed there
about a year, when both myself and my wife became very ill, and we
were obliged to be removed to Bath to take the waters, in the hope
that with God's blessing we might be restored to health. During
my visit to Bath I attended the services at the Abbey under the
ministry of the late Rev. Charles Kemble. When I had recovered a
little strength he most kindly wished me to take the T,hursday evening
service at St. James's. At his wish I was licensed to that curacy.
When the Abbey was divided from St. James's, the Rev. H. T. Cavell
was appointed the first Vicar. I felt it right to resign the curacy, as
a tronger man was wanted for the charge. The Rev. C. 1. Goodhart
wa staying in Bath at that time, and invited me to go out to Jerusalem
as locum tenens to the Bishop. This position I was not permitted to
undertake. In the providence of God I was led to take the Curacy of
St. Matthew's, Widcombe. While there I lost my dear sister. The
Vicar (the late Preb. G. E. Tate) called to ask me to go with him for a
walk to outh Stoke to take me away for a few hours from a scene of
sorrow and danger. We called at the Vicarage on the Rev. Henry
Calverley, and no sooner had we seated ourselves in his study, than
he said to Mr. Tate, " I hope you have brought me a Vicar for Monkton
Comhe." It was quite impossible for me to think then under such
trying circumstances of tmdertaking such a charge. In a few weeks
after this, General Tate came to stay at Widcombe, and called to ask
me to take a walk with him to Monl..-wn Combe. When we arrived
near the village, Mr. Calverley came riding on his horse and passed us
near where the Vicarage now stands. He said, " I see you have come
to look at this place." He then made me an offer of the living, stating
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what he was willing to do if I would become the Vicar. After much
prayer and consultation with Christian friends I was led to undertake
the charge. I lived in a cottage in the village until a suitable house
could be obtained. Very soon the site for the Vicarage was given,
and a considerable sum towards the building by the kind patron.
The next difficulty was the Church, which was small and most inconvenient. At first it was considered that it might be enlarged, but this
was found to be impossible. Consequently it must be a new Church.
About this time I had a visit from Miss Charlesworth (the authoress
of MinistcrirIfJ Children), who helped me much in sympathy and prayer.
The new Church was built and paid for, and when the Bishop came to
consecrate it the only sum that was wanted was about £9 for expenses.
I was permitted to minister in the parish for thirteen years. During
that time I was pressed very much by Christian friends to consider
what could be done to help decidedly Christian young men in
their preliminary education to fit them for the mission field. With
great reluctance I entered upon this work. A lad was brought to
my notice by a lady who was deeply interested in his education,
and he became my first pupil. Other pupils were received, so that
I was compelled to purchase property in the village and enlarge
my house_
My own health began to fail, and my wife became a confirmed invalid,
and it was evident that the School must be given up unless someone
could be found to carry it on. The name of the Rev. R. G. Bryan
was given me as one who was wishing to increase the number of his
pupils_ I was led to correspond with him, and he was induced to
leave his living at FosbUl"Y and take up the work at Mon1:ton Combe.
Since then the school has increased in numbers and influence, and a
fine and handsome Jnvenile School has been opened at Combe Down*
From 1875 to 1881 I was Vicar of St. Paul's, Poole, Dorsetshire. In
June, 1881, I received an invitation from the late Rev. Leonard Hill,
lItA., the minister of Portland Episcopal Chapel, Bath, to succeed
him, and I held that charge for eleven years. For more than ten years
I have held a license from the Bishop of Bath and Wclls to take occasional duty in his diocese. I am now in my eighty-second year, and
able to take a domestic service at the Home for Crippled lads in
Camden Road, Bath. It is fifty-two years to-day since I was shipwrecked, about 500 miles from Cadiz, in Spain. I have cause to say
with the Psalmist, " Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness and for His wonderful works to the children of men" (Ps. cvii.
23-33). The Holy Spirit in this Psalm has drawn a true picture of
all men by nature. In the WILDERNESS. In the PRISON HOUSE OF
SIN. In AFFLICTION and DISTRESS. In PERILS IN GREAT WATERS.
The foUl" drawings in a few words are perfect, complete, expressive,
and sublime. The redemption is perfect. The deliverance from the
prison house is complete, for thus saith the Lord God, "I have given
'" These two schools are well known as
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Thee for a light to the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, to bring out
the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the
prison house." Jesus Christ is the great and only Physician of the
sick and dying, and He says, " Behold, I will bring it health and cure,
and I will cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of
peace 'and truth" (Jer. xxxiii. 6).
All men before they are redeemed are like a ship in a stormy sea,
tossed up and down with cares and blown about with various temptations until Jesus Himself draws near and speaks peace to the tempesttossed soul. He alone can bring His people through the stormy deep,
and will at last "present them faultless before the presence of His
glory with exceeding joy" (Jude 24).
" Whoso is wise will observe these things, even they shall understand
the loving-kindness of the Lord."
13, Lambridge Place, Bath.
May 4th, 1910.

FRANCIS POCOCK.

A MEDITATION.
" What I/},ill ye see in the Shularnite?
. "S
arrnws.
- aL. VI.. 13 .

As it 'oere the company

0/ two

WHAT will the Bride " see " in herself 1
What will thou see, 0 Shulamite, in thyself, thou Bride of Christ,
thou Church of God, "what will ye see 1" "As it were the company of
two armies." Yes, ye shall assuredly" see" conflict. For verily as
soon as Jesus is revealed to the heart by saving faith, the second
" army" enters in. One was already there. The flesh had had
nnlimited sway and uninterrupted possession. But now the" company " of the second" army," even" the Spirit against the flesh," takes
active and hostile part. And it is " terrible as an army with banners."
Not merely the" army" standing ready to be called up to battle,
with flag furled and waiting for a summons. No! it is " two armies,"
"with banners" unfurled, declaring open warfare, decided contest,
hand to hand struggling and open opposition. This shalt thou certainly
"see," 0 Shulamite, in thyself, for the first entry of grace involves
eonflict and introduces warfare.
What will the world " see" in the Bride 1
.
What wilt thou see in the Shulamite, 0 evil world in which she
dwells 1 Thou wilt most often "see" failure! For this thou wilt
look, and this thou shalt find. Why 1 Because thy glance can" see"
only one" army," the other is hid from thine eyes. Thou wilt" see"
her when she slips, thou wilt not" see" the unseen arm supporting
her. Thou wilt" see" her when she falls, thou wilt not" see" her
Saviour raising her up again. Thou wilt" see" her when she fails,
thou wilt not "see" her heart-sick sorrow, her agony of repentance
in the secret presence of her Father. Thou wilt" see" her alone,
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not knowing that she is never alone. This shalt thou "see in the
Shulamite," 0 Godless world, until thou" see " for thyself the Great
White Throne of thy judgment; but thou shalt not" see" her there.
"Dead" souls only are gathered around it (Rev. xx. 11.15), and now
thou shalt "see" that her name is written in the Lamb's Book of
Life, where thine is not recorded (Rev. xxi. 27). And then thou shalt
" see" her no more. She will be in heaven, and thou shalt be in hell,
where thou shalt "see" thy master, Satan; while shc shall "see"
her Master, Jesus. This truly shall the unregenerate finally" see."
Ought we not to warn them 1
What will the Ohurch " see" in the Bride 1
" What will ye see in the Shulamite," 0 fellow-Christians, ye who
understand her conflict 1 Ye will " see" sorrow for sin, evil grieved
over, nature being kept in check and grace reigning. Ye will " see"
in her falls and failures and shortcomings a mirror of yourselves.
Has she slipped 1 The same temptation may beset you to-morrow.
Has she slighted or denied her Master 1 You may do so to·night.
Has she sinned grievously 1 So did you yesterday. Ah! "what will
ye see 1" Ye will "see" in her that "He fasmoneth their hearts
alike." Ye are as evil by nature as she. "What will ye see 1 " Ye
will" see" that" as in water face answereth to face, so the heart of
man to man "-she has the same longings after holiness that ye have.
Ye will "see" that you and she are" subject to like passions." Has
she weaknesses 1 So have you! Has she righteousness 1 So have
you!' This shall ye " see" in the Shulamite, 0 fellow-Shulamites,
and may it make you very merciful in your judgment, very gentle in
your censure, and very careful in your condemnation.
What will the Br·idegroom " see" in the Bride 1
What wilt Thou see in the Shulamite, 0 beloved Bridegroom! that
attracts Thee to Thy Bride 1 Thou canst " see " the progress and the
result of Thy work. Thou can,st see the progress-the fulfilment of
Thine own assurance to her that warfare shall be her portion. Thy
first promise to her is a promise of conflict, " I will put enmity between."
Hence the "two armies," "two" opposing forces, "two" wrestling
for victory. Thou hast introduced the Spirit to "war against the
flesh, and these are contrary the one to the other." Thou canst also
" see" the rcsuU of Thy work. "I will put My Spirit within." The
one" army" alone could win no victory, could overcome no foe, for
there was no "army" against her. Now the second" army," the
" new Spirit," has commenced His work, has unfurled His " banner,"
and is fighting" against the flesh," wmch He shall subdue and finally
conquer. Thus shalt Thou see in the Shulamite, 0 Thou Saviour of
the Shulamite, the effectual working of that Holy Spirit Whom Thou
hast implanted there. And after the battle, Thou shalt bring her
safely and victoriously into Thy banqueting-house, to live and abide
with Thee for ever, and she" shall go no more out."
Brixton.
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"IT IS THE LORD."
THE sad event of the passing of our beloved King, which has plunged
not only ourselves, but ahnost the whole world into mourning, calls
the believer more especially to much reflection. Uncertainty, death
is written on all things here below. "It is the Lord" was the message
from the dear Ed.itor to Ills congregation at St. lIiary-le-port on the
occasion of this sorrowful event. These words silence every doubt
and explain all mystery, calm all fears which naturally arise when
a great leader, on whose judgment, skill, and influence nations have
leaned for guidance and prosperity, is taken. But all dark forebodings
are hushed and changed into sweet, restful confidence as we realize
it is the Lord's doing. Though many are saying around us, " The
King could not have died at a worse time for the country," yet the
child of God, knowing" it is the Lord," has the sweet consciousness
that He has ordered it just at the best time, the fittest time, for the
fulfihnent of His own wise, loving, and sovereign purposes. We cannot
see or understand now, but" there are infinite plies in His love that
the saints will never wish to unfold." The unravellings are intricate,
but they are all of His own fair design.
The suddenness of the occurrence, and the thereby transitory insecurity of " things which are seen," has been forcibly impressed upon
us, and in consequence the believer turns to the glad assurances of
the everlasting, unchanging attributes, actions, and purposes of the
King of kings. knowing that" neither need we fear crosses or sigh, or
be sad for anything that is on tIllS side of heaven, if we have Christ" ;
for" He continueth ever." "Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and
cver." He is unchanging in Himself; " Jesus Christ, the same yesterday and to-day and for ever." "TIlls same Jesus" is the joyous
keynote of the resurrection and ascension, and we rejoice with joy
unspeakable that this same Jesus will welcome us to changeless joy
and everlasting glory and will Himself abide with us there. Methinks
as earth shall recede, yea, even before that, His form will advance,
His smile will greet us, the tender clasp of His hand and the warm
shelter of the everlasting arms will supremely gladden as we exclaim,
" It is the Lord." My Lord, no stranger, but the well·],:nown Beloved
of our hearts.
His graciousness to us is everlasting in all its phases. Thus He
" offered one sacrifice for sins for ever," and" by one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified." Let us rejoice in the
everlasting provision made for us, knowing it is not interrupted by
any change in Him or in us. It does not fluctuate, or ebb and flow,
" Your Rock does not ebb and flow, but your sea." "Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness" (Ps. cxix. 142). What should we
do if our righteousness were any other or in any other but Himself 1
Again, we may say of this, "It is the Lord"; not only His provision,
but Himself; for" the Lord is our righteousness "-Jehovah Tsidkenu
-therefore continuity and power are assured. "The Lord our
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righteousness." Just pause a few moments, dear reader, and drink
in some of the fulness of this sublime expression. We shall never see
it in all its fulness until" the light of morning breaks on the golden
shore." "The Lord "-name of power, majesty and sovereignty.
" The Lord." This name will silence all fears and drive back all foes,
since none can withstand or oppose Him. Does Satan harass thy soul,
saying, " Where is thy fitness 1" Say," It is the Lord, Who provideth
me with all." "But thy sins-as a black cloud-thou canst not,
dare not approach." Say, "The Lord our righteousness," and he
dare not challenge thy poor soul again. Nay, thy rich soul loaded
with His righteousness, His love, and Himself in all His sweet everlasting power. "Jehovah Tsidkenu is all things to me." The LordCreator of all things, King of heaven and earth, the Lord Himself is
our righteousness. Our-tender, appropriating term-not simply t.he
righteousness but our righteousness. This righteousness is marvellous,
for He imputes His righteousness to us. Verily; dear reader, this is far
beyond human reasoning and imagination. Again we exclaim, " It
is the Lord." "Their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord," so it
cannot be in any way imperfect; it cannot fail, and it is all-availing.
"Jesus, Thy Blood and 'righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed
With joy shall I lift up my head."
" In the Lord have I righteousness" (Isa. xlv. 24). And in that to
me ever increasingly wonderful passage, we are" made the righteousness
of God in Him," by living faith; that is, when we know" it is the
Lord" who gave it, we can say, "the Lord our righteousness," and
that we are" the righteousness of God."
Then again, "In the Lord J ehovah is eyerlasting strength" (Isa.
xxvi. 4). "He fainteth not, neither is weary." "He that keepeth
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep." His abiding strength He
exercises and imparts to the believer. He gives strength for the little
trials which seem often to involve far more need of patience and power
than the heavy burdens of life. Perhaps it is that we know then it
is impossible to contend with and bear them ourselves; but He bids
us cast all our care upon Him-all. So if we think the little things
are so small that we can take them ourselves, we shall soou find they
are" too heavy" when carried alone, and must needs take all to Him.
So joined is He to His people, that everything affecting them affects
Him; and so great is His love, that" His is the care" in things small
as well as things great. What a privilege it is to know we may and
must take all to Him. In human cases we feel we can only plead a
matter of importance. How often we read in the papers of magistrates
dismissing a case because it was so trivial that it ought never to have
been brought. But in matters divine, all things, however small,
are of importance to Him; concerning His dearly loved and dearly
purchased people nothing is trivial. -,-Their least injury" touches the
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apple of His eye." "There is no sweeter fellowship with Christ than
to bring our wounds and our sores to Him." In all daily, yea, hourly,
deliverances we can joyfully say, "It is the Lord."
Again, we are saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.
"Salvation is of the Lord," therefore it is abiding because He is
abiding. "He became the author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey Him." Many are the everlasting Covenant blessings in an
everlasting covenant God. He is "the everlasting Father." Oh!
what inexpressible joy is this to the bereaved orphan, "the everlasting
Father." He has loved us and given us everlasting consolation. He
has" loved thee with an everlasting love." "With everlasting kind·
ness will I have mercy on thee," He declares, and in time of thy dark·
ness " the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light." Thou shalt
not be forgotten, dear child of God. "The righteous shall be in
everlasting remembrance." He bears thee on the palms of His
hands. Thy walls-thy walls salvation-are continually before Him.
Do not say He will shorten thy days. Whatever thy allotted span on
earth, He will give thee "length of days for ever and ever" in His
presence, where there is fulness of joy, and at His right hand where
there are pleasures for evermore. Into that presence, amidst those
everlasting pleasures, "they shall come with songs and everlasting
joy."
I am aware that these are all extensively known and much loved
passages of Scripture to the believer, but I venture in this time of awe·
struck sorrow and sudden change in an earthly kingdom-when
" passing away" is deeply engraved on all around,-to draw thonght
and certain hope upward to the abiding and imperishable, the things
which are not seen just now, excepting by the eye of faith, the "far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory" which awaits us when we
shall "ever be with the Lord;" a glory which is even now shedding
its radiance on our pathway, and with its golden gleams gilding our
wilderness way. It is budding here and will be the first-blown flower
above. Life everlasting is heaven here below-we feast on Him here,
rejoicing and loving-though we see Him dimly as through a glass
darkly. We feel our corruptions and mourn our sinfulness. We must
have conflicts and wars here. "In the world ye shall have tribulation," said the Master. We follow His footsteps of snffering and
temptation, and as the dear saint of God, Samuel Rutherford, wrote,
"Ye will not get leave to steal quietly to heaven in Christ's company,
without a conflict and a cross." We know all our weakness and
unworthiness, bnt we are not left alone to buffet ,vith the" waves of
this troublesome world." We are bidden to rejoice in " the Lord our
righteousness." "The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the
righteous runneth into it and is sa/e." All our losses and crosses do
but ," drive us to His breast." Recently a lady said to me when
speaking of bereavement, " Do you not find there is a closer clinging
to Himself, a detaching from all of this world in bereavement ~ "
Yes, it is so-He detaches and attaches the believer. To make His
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people satisfied with Him, and in Him only. is His object, for" this
people have I formed 101' Mysell, that they may show forth My
. "
praise.
The sum of all rejoicing will be when" Christ shall reign for ever
and ever." Couple with this the loving passage, "They shall reign
for ever and ever." They with Christ and Christ with them. Truly
He feasts us here below, giving us bread from heaven, even Himself,
the Bread of life-eternal life. "]If y Father giveth you the true
Bread from heaven; for the bread of God is He which cometh down
from heaven and giveth life unto the world. I am the Bread of Life."
Again "it is the Lord." Our constant prayer shonld be, "Lord,
evermore give us this Bread." "Behold, I am alive for evermore,"
He declared with His loving" Fear not," and He Himself declared to
His disciples, "Because I live, ye shall live also."
Pondering over all this, we instinctively say by the power and
enlightenment of the Holy Ghost This is not of man or in man-" it
is the Lord." It is the Lord who maketh wonders in heaven and on
earth. It is the Lord Who quickeneth and imparteth everlasting
salvation and joy and life. It is the Lord Who is our righteousness..
It is the Lord Who girdeth us with strength. It is the Lord Who
taketh all the burdens great and small. It is the Lord Who ceaselessly
watches, guards and preserves to His heavenly kingdom; and up there
in the radiance of everlasting glory, it is the Lord Who is the glory.
I find there are two occasions on which the words " It is the Lord"
were used. One of sorrow and submission, when the aged Eli heard
the evil tidings of impending ruin to his sons (1 Sam. iii. 18); and the
other occasion one of joyful surprise, after the resurrection, as Peter
recoguized his risen Lord and Master, "when the moruing was come
and Jesus stood on the shore."
May we not gather from these two incidents a beautiful lesson?
" It is the Lord" in sorrow-sorrow such as has now befallen us as a
nation,-and sorrow of all kinds. "Thy will be done:" "it is the Lord."
He has sent this pain, this disappointment, this care, this bereavement,
this trial. It is the Lord's doing. And then, after the night of struggle,
conflict, darkness, and death, the morning will come, and with it Jesus.
Jesus will stand on the shore, in all His endearing charms. He will
talk with us, and " we shall see Him, we shall know Him." We sha.ll
exclaim in transports of delight everlasting, " It is-it IS the Lord! "
NETTlE.

\

"PUT a low price upon the world's chy, but a high price upon
Christ. Temptations will come, but if they be not made welcome by
you, you have the best of it. Be jealous over yourself and your own
heart, and keep touches with God. Let Him not have a faint and
feeble soldier in you. Fear not. He will conquer and overcome.
Let no man scaur at Christ, for I have no quarrels at His cross;
He and His cross are two good guests, and worth the lodging."S. Rutherford.
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A FEW NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED ON WHITSUNDAY MORNING, MAY 15TH, 1910, AT ST.
MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE REV. 1. HAWKER.

" If ye love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pmy the Father,
and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with
you for ever,. Even the Spirit of t,-uth,. Whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye
know Him,. for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you."JOHN xiv. 15, 16, 17.
How wonderfully the Holy Spirit is spoken of in the Word of God!
What numerous titles are His! We read of Him as the Comforter,
the Dove, the Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghost, the Sanctifier. Very
various these, and all important to set forth His offices; but there is
one which seems a very precious one to our hearts, and that is the
Comforter. Why is He thus called 1 Why did our Lord promise to
send such an One to His disciples 1 Because all the comfort that
they then knew was wrapped up, so to speak, in the Body and Person
of Jesus Who was with them, but Who was going away from them.
So He said, "I will send you another Comforter." This shows
unmistakably to unprejudiced minds that the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost are one. Different offices they occupy, it is true, and yet
they are one, and they have one object and one end. Now the promise
to the disciples was in the power of the coming Spirit; "If ye shall
ask anything in My name, I will do it." Look at that word ask. It
is a very important one. It is equivalent to "pray." Our Lord said,
" And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter."
So asking is praying; not a mere casual request; praying implies
something more than that: it is an earnest and urgent desire, and
in this case it is also a claim. Look at our Lord's prayer in John
xvii. "Father, I will." I claim it as My wish, My right, and I
know Thou wilt do it. I know Thou wilt give it Me. Now hear,
" And I will pray the Father." He Himself comes into the very
immediate presence of the Father, and therefore our cause, our
case, our request cannot fail. "If ye ask anything in My name, I
will do it."
We pass on to the next verse: "If ye love Me, keep My commandments.'~ The commandments here spoken of are not those that were
given from Sinai, but the commandments He gave to His disciples,
His children, His redeemed. In other words, they were promises
from a loving heart to His loved children. He gave them nothing
that would prove too great to be attempted; nothing too inconvenient
to be done. "If ye love Me, keep !VIy commandments." I give you
Myself; show that you love Me by keeping My commandments.
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There is love to God supremely, and love to one another relatively.
That binds brethren! We cannot obey all the commands, but if we
love Him, let us seek to keep His commandments. Keep them, watch
them, guard over them. This is honouring the work of the Holy
Spirit. It is He Who will bring to remembrance what Jesus has
spoken. It is He Who will testify of Jesus. "My co=andments."
Mark and be very careful over every word of Scripture! He had a
reason for saying "My commandments." Treasure them up. See
to it that you have received them from Him, that you believe them,
keep them and hold them fast. You know when the disciples heard
of the resurrection of Jesus from others, they received the news as
"idle tales," but they believed and remembered His words! Keep
My c01nm.andments, if ye love Me. It is expressive of power, tone,
and appeal to the heart. It was said of John, "that disciple whom
Jesus loved," and though our Lord had no favourites in one sense, and
loved not one more than another, yet John kept very close to his Lord,
his love was very real, very practical, and he attended to His words,
and that is what brings us into loving touch and practice with Him.
He exhorts His disciples first to faith, and faith will seek to please
Him. Faith is the mainspring of life, and obedience follows. "If
ye love Me, keep My commandments." Faith finds her object of
love, and love obeys. This He puts as a fact before His disciples. He
prays the Father to send them another Comforter, even the Spirit of
Truth, and that He would" abide with them for ever." The Holy
Spirit was to come, and to come for ever. Not merely for a day's
visit, but to live in the hearts of the dear disciples so long as the
disciples were in this wilderness condition. For ever! The disciples
were to be no longer comfortless-without a Father-they should have
One Who would never leave them. Oh! there is safety as well as
comfort here! What wondrous love! How since the fall has God
dealt with His children in pity! Yes, always in love. A godly king
said this: "Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of
destruction" (Isa. xxxviii. 17).
God so loved in redemption that He gave His only·begotten Son
to redeem our lives. What then is the mainspring of our love to Him 1
Is it fear 1 No. Righteousness 1 No. It is love. He counts it
in us as a kind of fulfilling of the law. If we love Him, we should keep
His co=andments is the argument. Paul the Apostle writes of
gifts, and there may be gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities
of tongues, but if love, or as it is sometimes rendered charity, is not
there, it is nothing. Love must be the spring, and love is the fulfilling
of the law. "Ye, brethren, have not received the Spirit of bondage
again to fear, but ye have received the Spirit of adoption whereby ye
cry, Abba, Father." There is love! Can you keep His co=andments
without love 1 No. They who attempt to do so only love themselves.
Some think they can love without keeping His co=andments. But
I tell you, love and the keeping of His co=andments are inseparably
united. There are the fruits of the Spirit set forth by the same Apostle
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we have before quoted (Gal. v. 22), and love is-at the head of them.
" But the fruit of the Spirit is love." The greatest of all gifts is
Christ to the sinner! How wonderful it is, brethren!' And not only
does He manifest Himself in His first coming, in His work on earth,
in His risen nature, and then in the air as the ascended Saviour, but
He further testifies to their and our hearts by sending the Comforter
down. He fiuished the work His Father gave Him to do, and,He
returned to His Father; and His return there is shown by His sending
the Holy Spirit down that He may carry on the work, sanctify, lead,
teach, and guide into all truth. But our text tells us, "the world
cannot receive" Him. Why 1 "Because it seeth Him uot, neither
knoweth Him." The world saw no beauty in Christ, and it would
likewise see nothing in Him Whom Jesus promised to send. The world
and the professing world want Him not. There is a great distinction
between the believer and the professing world. Oh, what a debtor
each one who experiences His work is to the Holy Spirit! Do you
know Him 1 There is an old sayiI)g, and very true it is, that you must
live with a person to know him. This is what we prove in the Person
and work of the Holy Spirit. He dwells in us, lives in us, and shall
be in us. If He left you or me for a moment, brethren, we 'should be
dead! Separated from Him Who is our life, we must and should die.
There is no life in the Christian apart from Christ. So David prayed,
" Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me." Take not Thyself away! Having received the blessing
he cries, Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation. Let me not lose
sigbt of Thee. Leave me not in felt enjoyment.
Now our Lord says not a word but that which is intended to comfort
and console the hearts of His disciples. There is not a word about
I am going away and will come and fetch you by and by, but just this:
I am going away from you, and will come again to receive you unto
Myself; but meanwhile I will send the Holy Spirit down into your
hearts to teach you, live in you, walk in you. Thus you see, brethren,
any work that is worked in your hearts acceptably to God is the work
of the Holy Spirit. If you approach Jesus and tell Him that you
love Him, it must be of the Holy Spirit's teaching and guiding. It is
not of yourself. "He will teach you all things." So we know Him,
and when we get dull, we turn like David and say, "Take not Thy
Holy Spirit from me." When He comes, it is to comfort. He comes
to revive, restore, and quicken. His coming is not like an opiate, to
lull to sleep and let us sink into guilty unconcern that nothing is wrong
with us. No, the cry of the quickened child of God is, "Leave me not
alone; leave me not to myself." Oh! what a solemn word is that
" Let him alone." Brethren, I know His word. He comes to combat
the enemy with us, and having overcome the strong man armed,
He takes possession, and says, That is Mine. Here I will dwell. And
He does dwell there and reign there completely. Oh! our indebtedness
to the Holy Spirit! This is His dispensation. How does He work 1
" He shall glorify Me, for He shall take of the things that are Mine
23
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and shall show them unto you," said our Lord. And then He does
work to lead us to Jesus acceptably. He teaches us, humbles us,
comforts and guides us. He refreshes our memories, He tells us of
Jesus-what He said, what He did, what He has done and is doing
and will yet do-He brings to remembrance, according to His promise,
"whatsoever I have said unto you."
God help us to depend upon Him and look to Him for fulness
of salvation!
COMMUNICATED BY "R."
A PRINCE AND A SAVIOUR.
A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. CLEMENT'S CHURCH, HIGHER OPENSHAW,
JUNE 22ND, 1902, BY THOMAS DICKINSON, M.A., RECTOR.
" Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a SatFiour,
for to gitFe repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins."-AcTS v. 31.
THE great event of the coming week is no doubt in all our minds. It
will be sixty-four years on Saturday since our late beloved Queen was
crowned, and therefore the extreme rarity of such a ceremony invests
the crowning of King Edward the Seventh on Thursday next with
special interest and importance. We are all looking forward with glad
anticipation. As loyal subjects we are ready to hail the day on which
our King will be invested with all the insignia of royalty and will take
his seat on the throne of his ancestors. Bnt I wish our attention this
morning to be directed to another King, infinitely snperior to the
monarch who rules over these realms, and our thonghts to turn to
another enthronement of much greater moment to you and to me than
that of any earthly potentate, as we have it described by the Apostle
Peter in the text.
Let us consider, first, the exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ. Secondly,
the titles He bears in His exalted sta~ Prince and a Samour; and,
thirdly, the rich blessings which, as a Prince and a Saviour, He bestows
upon His people-for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.
I. Our first point is-the exaltation of Christ. In the preceding
verse the awful guilt of His crucifixion is laid to the charge of these
Jewish rulers-" Whom ye slew and hanged on a tree." Then He
descended to the' lowest depths-" He humbled Himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" (Phi!. ii. 8). But" the God of our fathers raised up Jesus."
"Vain the stone, the watch, the seal;
Christ hath burst the gates of hell."
His atonement was perfect, His sacrifice complete, and so " death had
no more dominion over Him." He rose triumphant from the grave,
and His resurrection was hut the prelude to His exaltation, His coronation, His enthronement.
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" Him hath God exalted" is the apostolic testimony, and it is the
testimony of eye·witnesses. The word here rendered "exalted" is
twice used in St. John's Gospel (iii. 14; xii. 32) with reference to His
crucifixion, His being" lifted up " upon the tree. But in this place and
in Phi\. ii. 9 it is applied in contrast to a very different" lifting up,"
even to His ascension into heaven as "The King of Glory." True, His
disciples only saw a small portion of His ascension, and the great glory
into which He passed was hidden from them-" a cloud received Him
out of their sight" (Acts i. 9). But if their eyes could not follow Him,
they could still see Him by faith. Had not He said-" I ascend to My
Father and to your Father, to My God and to your God" 1 They
knew the Scriptures, and the Psalmist's address must have been familiar
to them-" Thou hast ascended on high. Thou hast led captivity
captive: Thou hast received gifts for men" (Ps. Ixviii. 18); while
their Lord had assured 'them "that all things must be fulfilled, which
were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms
concerning Him" (St. Luke xxiv. 44).
" Him hath God exalted with His right hand." The resurrection and
glorification of Christ were accomplished by a marvellous display of
Divine power. To the "right hand" of the Lord the Scriptures
ascribe all the effects of His omnipotence. "He hath done marvellous
things: His right hand, and His holy arm, hath gotten Him the
victory" (Ps. xcviii. 1). St. Paul prayed for the converts at Ephesus,
that they might know " ,~hat is the exceeding greatness of His power
to us-ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power,
which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and
set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name
that is named, not ouly in this world, but also in that which is to come"
(Eph. i. 19-21). The same almighty power which exalted Him is put
forth in the case of every individual believer, so that we, my hearers, so
many of us as are Christians indeed, are the subjects of it. May we
" know" it more fully by a rich experience of its manifestation in our
hearts day by day.
Instead of the words" with His right hand," we may read" at His
right hand." The Father's right hand exalted His beloved Son to His
right hand-to the highest position of dignity, authority, and glory.
Then the utterance of David " in Spirit "-speaking.as " moved by the
Holy Ghost "-was fulfilled-" The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou
at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool" (Ps. ex.
1; see also Matt. xxii. 44). The favoured three of His disciples who
were with Him on the Mount of Transfiguration saw such an anticipation of His ascension glory that the Apostle Peter could write-" We
were eye-witnesses of His majesty, for He received from God the Father
honour and glory, when there came such a voice from the excellent
glory-This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased" (2 Pet.
i. 16-18). Let us rejoice, brethren, with the little company of
His followers, "who returned to Jerusalem with great joy." The
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exaltation of Christ is the earnest and pledge of our own. It is His will
that they whom the Father has given Him be with Him where He is.
Thither He must bring all the members of that flock" which He hath
purchased with His own blood." Here we know" the fellowship of His
sufferings," that in His own good time "we may be also glorified
together" (Rom. viii. 17).
H. The titles given to our exalted Lord, " a Prince and a Saviour,"
are intended to impress upon our minds not only the greatness, dignity,
authority, conferred upon Him as our Mediator, but also the gracious
work He carries on in order to secure the full, final, everlasting salvation
of His people. He is exalted to be a Prince. In Rev. i. 5, He is called
"the Prince of the kings of the earth," but in the original a different
word is employed here. It is also applied to Him in Acts iii. 15, " and
killed the Prince of life." In Heb. ii. 10, we find it again in " the Captain
of our salvation," and in Heb. xii. 2, in " the Author and Finisher of our
faith." Like prince (princeps) it means one who takes the lead. The
" Prince of life," is the Source and Support of life, the" Captain of our
salvation," like His personal name, " Jesus," assures us that" He shall
save His people from their sins" (Matt. i. 21). There is therefore a
close connection between the two titles, and an obvious fitness in the
order in which they stand. He is a Prince that He may also be a
Saviour.
None of the names and titles of Christ is more precious or more
expressive than this. It was to be a Saviour that He entered into
covenant with the Father and the Holy Spirit on our behalf, " an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure" (1 Sam. =iii. 5). It
was for this He left His radiant throne, and "made Himself of no
reputation." His own declaration was, "The Son of man is come to
seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke xix. 10). It is still" a
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners." By His " agony and bloody sweat, by
His cross and passion, by His precious death and burial," "He
became the Author of everlasting salvation," and "by His glorious
resurrection and ascension" He secures the continued success, the
effectual application of the atonement He made upon the cross. With·
out that atonement our case would be sad indeed, but" He became
sin for us," "He hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God." "God commendeth His love toward
us, in that, while we yet were sinners, Christ died for us. Much more
then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through Him." To that gracious end His life is just as necessary as
His death, and therefore" God exalted Him with His right hand to be
a Saviour." It is still His work and His delight to save. "He is able
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He
ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25). The reproach
which His enemies cast at Him-" Thjs man receiveth sinners"-is
blessedly true. Have we realized it as such in the experience of our
own hearta 1 Have we cried, as Hezekiah did-" Lord, undertake for
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me"? Or, with His disciples-" Lord, save us, we perish"? He is
a Saviour indeed! " Mighty to save! ,,*
No poor sinner ever applied to Him in vain. Give Him, my soul, thy
cause to plead; commit thy all to Him. May we, brethren, have a
like confidence with St. Paul, and so be able to say with him-" I know
Whom I have believed, and am persuaded He is able to keep that which
I have committed unto Him against that day."
God exalted Him to be a Prince and a Saviour, "to give." Exalted
to give. St. Paul exhorted the Elders of the Ephesian Church to
"remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, It is more
blessed to give than to receive" (Acts xx. 35). It is no wonder therefore that He is exalted "to give." When He ascended on high He
" received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God
might dwell among them," and those gifts He is now continually dispensing to the needy. " Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights," but they all come
through the pierced hands of our exalted Lord, Whose very name of
Saviour is an invitation to us to come to Him, "without money," as
poor, bankrupt sinners, for every mercy, every blessing that we need.
Ill. This brings me to my third head, the gifts which, as a Prince and
a Saviour, Christ is exalted to bestow, "to give repentance to Israel,
and forgiveness of sins." In Him, " all spiritual blessings" (Eph. i. 3)
are provided for and secured to His people, and the two named here
must be regarded as earnests or pledges of all the rest. "Repentance
and forgiveness of sins" are twin graces which not only mark the earlier
stages of the Christian life, but which also continue with us all our
journey through. We all acknowledge that it is the prerogative of God
to forgive sins, but to some of us it is not equally clear that He and He
only can give repentance. Repentance is an act of sinful man. I
suppose most of us know that the word means" a change of mind." A
change of mind, particularly with respect to God, and Christ, and self,
• \Vhat a. poor weakling is the Saviour it is the fashion now to proclaim. One
of the leaders of religious thought, whose learning and ability no one will deny.
thus descrihes Him in a volume entitled, "Triumphant Certainties" (p. 137).
" Jesus was under no illusions as to the issue of His work. Purpose is one thing;
result is altogether another. The mission had but one intention, but it has a
two·fold consequence; because man's freewill comes in, and even infinite Love
could not ensure that all men should accept the ransom from captivity, or all
should be enkindled by the leaping fire of the Divine Spirit. 'How often would I
have gathered Thy children together as a hen gat.hereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not!' That is the wail of thwarted Omnipotence; the tears
of blood dropped by wounded, infinite Love." What a confounding of the Divine
and the human we have here! Surely with Him U 'Who worketh all things after
the counsel of His O'wn will" (Eph. i. 11) purpose and lesult must correspond.
This cannot be the Jesus of Whom we read :_H In that same hour He rejoiced in
the Holy Spirit, and said, I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
Thou hast hid these things from the wise and understanding, and didst reveal t~em
unto babes: yea, Father; for so it was well-pleasing in Thy sight. All thmgs
have been delivered unto Me of My Father; and no one knoweth Who the Son is,
save the Father; and Who the Father is, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the
Son willeth to reveal Him .. (St. Luke x. 21, 22 R.v.).
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and sin, and our condition by nature is such that we cannot possibly
produce such a change of mind in and of ourselves as is characteristic
of "godly sorrow" for sin, of "repentance to salvation not to be
repented of " (2 Cor. vii. 10).
The impotence of fallen man is plainly set before us in the Scriptures.
Not only is he unable to atone in the smallest degree for his transgressions, but it is equally out of his power to produce those dispositions of
mind and heart which are indispensably necessary to his salvation.
God must change him if he is to be changed.* The Holy Spirit must
" convince him of sin," if he is to be convinced. Christ" came not to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." The nature of that
repentance, and the way in which lost, helpless, guilty sinners are
brought to experience and to exercise it are beautifully illustrated in
the three parables of St. Luke xv. The SOil of Man came" to seek
and to save that which was lost." The lost sheep, the lost piece of
money, and the lost son were all intended to describe our Lord as
engaged in His great work of seeking and saving the lost. The last
equally with the first, "for," said the father, "this thy brother was
dead, and is alive again; and was lost and is /aund." But we are told
in the application of the first and second of these parables that the lost
and recovered sheep, the piece of money sought and found, both
represent" one sinner that repenteth," over whom" there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God." The Father rejoices, the Son rejoices,
the Spirit rejoices, and the angels rejoice. Surely also, " the spirits of
just men made perfect" share in the good news, and in the joy that it
imparts. But whatever be their experience, we know that the Church
on earth participates in the Saviour's gladness. We rejoice when we
see some manifestation of the Holy Spirit's power-some evidence
that He " hath begun a good work" (Phil. i. 6) in any soul-some token
that the "Good Shepherd" has found and brought back another
wanderer.
Well might the Apostle Peter have these two gifts, repentance and
forgiveness, specially in his thoughts. When he had strayed so far
from the right path in the high priest's palace as to deny that he knew
Jesus, what was it that found and brought him back 1 "The Lord
turned and looked upon Peter." \Vhat power to awaken Peter's
memory, to move and influence his heart, was concentrated into that
look! What reproach! Yet what compassion and what love! "Peter
remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said unto him, Before
the cock crow, thou shalt deny Me thrice." And Peter" went out and
wept bitterly." The suffering Saviour had given him repentance, the
" good Shepherd" had sought and found His wandering sheep. How
stands the matter with us, dear friends 1 Christ is exalted to give
repentance. Have we received the precious gift 1 Do we know what
• Compare the petitions in onr Liturgy, U Wherefore let us beseech Him to grant
us true repentance, and His Holy Spirit," " That it may please Thee to give us trufl
repentance."
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it is to come to God with broken, contrite hearts 1 Have we ever, like
the publican, realized that our sins were a grievous burden, too heavy
for us to bear, and cried out in our anguish, " God be merciful to me a
sinner ~ "

Perhaps I am speaking to some wbo are mourning over the hardness
of their hearts. They know that they are" lost, far gone astray," but
the conviction does not move and influence them as they feel it ought
to do. What shall they do with those cold, lifeless hearts 1 God has
anti'cipated and provided for cases such as theirs. We have the
Covenant promise-" A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit
will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh" (Ezek. xxxvi. 26), Take
that cold, hard, unfeeling heart to Him Who is exalted to give repent"nce. He wounds and He heals; He breaks, and He binds up the
broken-hearted. He can cause the tears of true contrition-of" godly
sorrow "-to flow, and He can and does also sweetly whisper to the
soul-" Go in peace, thy sins be forgiven thee." In the days of His
humiliation the Son of Man had "power on earth to forgive sins,"
much more now that He sits atGod's right hand for that very purpose.*
If therefore we long for pardon, if we wish to confess our sins, let us not
go to some fellow-sinner in the vain hope that he can forgive us. Let us
rather go to this" merciful and faithful High Priest," to Whom the way
of access is always open, Who loves to "speak comfortably" to
burdened, contrit~ hearts, and to assure them of His free and full
forgiveness.
"But," it may be said, "these blessings were intended for Israel."
It is true that the Jews were the first to hear and to receive the glad
tidings. "Jerusalem sinners" were first called and saved, and so the
liches of God's grace and mercy were magnified, yet" repentance and
remission of sins" were to be " preached among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem," "for there is no difference between the Jew and the
Greek; for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him"
(Rom. x. 12). When Peter told the story of his visit to Cornelius to
" them that were of the circumcision" at Jerusalem, " they held their
• Someone may a.sk :-" How does the risen Saviour exercise His power over
our hearts?" I answer. "By His'Vard and His Spirit." "By His Word as the
instrument." Hence the great importance of a prayerfnl study of the Scriptures.
and of a diligent attendance at some place of worship where they are faithfully
preached, and hence also the duty incumbent upon an professed ministers of
Christ to implicitly obey tbe Apostle's injunction. and to be ever mindful of tbe
prophetic warning which enforces it. U Preach the Word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with alllong.sufJering and teaching. For
the time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having
itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn
away their ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables" (2 Tim. iv. 2-4 R.V.).
" By His Spirit as tbe Agent." for tbe Word is " tbe sword of the Spirit" (Epb.
vi. 17); without Him, powerless; but applied by Him, U sharper than any two·
edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and
marrow, and quick to discern the tboughts and intents of the beart" (Heb. iv. 12
R.V.).
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peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles
granted repentance unto life" (Acts xi. 18).
Christ has a Gentile as well as a Jewish flock (St. John x. 16), every
member of which" shall hear His voice," and so, my dear friends,
" through this Man is preached unto us the forgiveness of sins"; to us
has come the message of divine compassion, "Let the wicked forsake
his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for
He will abundantly pardon." May the Spirit of truth testify of Jesus,
and make His Word effectual to our salvation, for Christ's sake. Amen.
SICK' CHAMBERS.*
By THE LATE MRS. HOBLYN, OF BATH.

How often we hear unregenerate people lament over those who are
called suddenly away without time for repentance! But God's people
well know that time will effect no change, unless divine and sovereign
grace be put forth. This they know from experience, both before
they were called to the knowledge of the Lord and after. What lost
opportunities the most can look back upon! How closed the ear!
How barred the heart! What enmity to God-His ways, His Word,
His day, His people-before He put forth His saving power and said,
"Let there be light, and there was light!" But, after this act of
grace, how often the children of God are made feelingly to find out
that there is no spiritual benefit to the soul in any period of time,
however long, unless the Lord is pleased to command a blessing!
We may take the case of sickness, where. of all opportunities, leisure
seems foremost. Solitary hours by night, and long tedious hours by
day,-time to look back over the past-time to look seriously withintime for meditation and prayer-time to trace ont the Lord's dealings
with the soul in various way-marks. But what of it all ~ Let the
wise and truthful speak, and what will they not in honesty reveal of
sick-bed experience ~ The body, with its many claims, occupying
much time and mOle thought-pain-remedies-or languor, absorbing
the moments and hours, till time slips unperceived away, and leaves
no trace behind beyond a dull remembrance of a brief or a long period
of pain and weariness, without bright shinings, sweet promises, happy
hours, clear evidences--<lnly a hazy, languid state of soul, interrupted
now and then by fitful gleams of light, breathings of desire, and heart- .
longings after
"Some sweet promise from the Word
That may peace and joy afford."
But, sometimes, matters are worse than this, if the whole truth must
be told. How often the spare time sickness gives makes room for
.. To be had in booklet form, price one·ho.lfpenny I of J. C. Pembrey.
164, Walton Street, Oxford.
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worldly anxieties, tormenting fears, perplexing cares, rebellious
thoughts, and peevish repinings! And then Satan, with all his a£tillery,
comes, fights with faith, hope, and love, stirs up questionings as to
past experiences of the Lord's mercies, till the poor soul is ready to be
crushed before the moth, and sink in despondency.
We have read glowing accounts of the blessedness and brightness of
sick chambers, and we believe they are true. But there are gloomy
sick-beds also, where the faith and patience of saints are tried in the
furnace of affliction, both temporal and spiritual. Job knew something of an absent God when he said, "Wherefore hidest Thou Thy
face, and holdest me for Thine enemy? Wilt Thou pursue the dry
stubble? For Thou writest bitter things against me!" Job knew
also something of the present power of Satan, when he declared,
" Terrors are turned upon me; they pursue my soul as the wind, and
my welfare passeth away _s a cloud. He hath cast me into the mire,
and I am become like dust and ashes." Ab, poor Job, thou hast had
many companions since the day that these words were uttered, and
there are now lonely chambers where the same murmurs are echoed.
" I am made to possess months of vanity, and wearisome nights are
appointed me. When I lie down I say, When shall I arise, and the
night be gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning
of the day." The Holy Ghost by Paul declares, "Where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty," and by it the saints come to learn
" the exceeding greatness of His power to usward, who believe according
to the working 0/ His mighty power," but \vithout that, dark, cold,
worldly, peevish, murmuring hours too often intrude upon the sick
child of God. What humbling lessons they teach! They tell of
ingratitude to a gracious Father, Who has loved them from all eternity;
they tell of the existence of a subtle foe that would wrench them, if it
were possible, from God; but, saved eternally before all worlds,
neither man nor devil can pluck them out of the Father's hand.
Sickness is often made a great blessing to the children of God. it
calls out sympathy in the saints, and prayer on behalf of the affiicted
one, whereby God is pleased to vouchsafe support, without, it may be,
distinct enjoyment, and the fierce attacks of Satan are restrained,
that would lay the soul desolate. Thus," He stayeth His rough wind
in the day of the east wind." Sickness puts a shade upon the world,
and draws a veil over enjoyments and employments that in health
occupy the mind. There is a barrier now between the outside world
and the sick chamber, and the child of God is ready to say of things
that gratified and satisfied when in health-" Miserable comforters
are ye all." Under felt depression at the absence of spiritual enjoyments, the soul is driven to prayer-short, but urgent; wordless, but
earnest; feeling, tender· sighs, cries, breathings, groans, that God
understands. Like the little child when the light is put out· and the
mother gone, the piteous cry is heard, and the tears of the little one
are only to be dried by the hand and whisper of the mother at the
cradle side. But at such gloomy seasons there is unity with similar
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experiences scattered up and down in the Book of God. David,
J onah, Hezekiah tell out the secrets of the heart, that lie too deep to
be related, and Paul sums up his fears for his sick friend in these words,
" Sorrow upon sorrow." At such times how suited the cry, "Make
haste, 0 God, to help me "; "Make no long tarrying"; "0 that I
knew where I might find Him!" "Remove Thy stroke away from
me"; "0 visit me with Thy salvation!" Short, but blessed prayers
that gush from an exercised heart, and call down answers of peace in
God's time.
But, if there are gloomy days in the sick chamber, are there no
sunny days 1 Blessed be God, there are well-remembered Ebenezers,
when the promise was spoken home to the heart, when precious blood
was felt in the conscience, when past love-tokens were renewed, and
God's comforts refreshed the soul, when, in happy Gospel liberty, sins
and sorrows, doubts, cares, fears were all thrust into the bleeding side
of a dear Redeemer, and, under the gracious anointing of the Spirit,
the heart was lifted above the dying things of time, and a sweet glimpse
within the veil made the soul cry outr"Let me be with Thee where Thou art,
My Saviour, my eternal Friend."
But, however it may fare in the feelings of God's saints, their mercy
is that "the Lord knoweth them that are His," and that, whatever
be their condition, "He changeth not "-the same yesterday in unregeneracy, to-day in grace, and for ever in glory.
But a sick and solitary chamber, under divine teaching, is profitable
to a child of God, to bring the past to remembrance,-wasted time in
health and ease, indifference to the cause of God and truth, heedless
walking before the world, want of sympathy with the suffering members
of Christ's body,-all this, and much more, God makes known in the
secret chambers of the heart. When" the Lord searches Jerusalem
with candles," and the spirit is bowed before Him, then the hour of
humiliation is come, and the past is brought to light in the conscience.
" This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her heart,
I am, and there is none beside me: how is she become a desolation, a
place for beasts to lie down in! " (Zeph. ii. 15.) The children of God
are no strangers to such an experience, that extinguishes the false
light of a fleshly religion, and makes the soul from dire necessity fall,
with its burden of guilt, at the feet of a dear Redeemer. These are
grave, but useful seasons; and the child so dealt with, knows the
value and truth of the words,
"None but Jesus,
Can do helpless sinners good! "
Repentance and gratitude mingle together as with cautious and
solemn steps; the chamber for the" first time is exchanged for the little
world below stairs, and with wondering heart the exclamation comes
from the lips, " I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved."
But under all this secret humiliation there is the teaching of the Spirit
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of God; there is grace, mercy and peace laid np in store by the Father
of mercies to meet the trials and exercises of renewed health; and
the remembrance of snch dealings in a sick chamber may be summed
up in the experience of the Patriarch: "And He blessed him there."
When languor and disease invade
This trembling house of clay,
'Tis sweet to look beyond our cage,
And long to flyaway.
Sweet to look inward, and attend
The whispers of His love;
Sweet to look upward to the place
Where Jesus pleads above.
Sweet in His righteousness to stand,
Which saves from second death;
, Sweet to experience, day by day,
His Spirit's quickening breath.
Sweet in His faithfulness to rest
'Whose love can never end;
Sweet on His Covenant of grace
For all things to depend.
Sweet in the confidence of faith
To trust His firm decrees;
Sweet to lie passive in His hands
And know no will but His.
ECHOES FROM PELDON.
(COMMUNICATED BY A HEABER).

ROM. viii. 24, 25.-AU have not this hope. There are only two classes:
Those with "110 hope," and those who through grace possess " a good
hope." To the one it is that flimsy, changing, uncertain thing which
must depart, perish, and prove false in the end, for" the hypocrite's
hope shall perish." But to the other, it is "a good hope," since
anchored upon a precious Christ, and which can never fail since it is
within the veil.
In hope is the original. "Saved in hope;" not a meritorious hope,
but the fruit of the Spirit and the companion of faith, and cannot be
separated from faith, for hope is the fruit of faith. In our text it is
a salvation yet to be revealed that is pointed at. It is the consummation-putting the crown upon jt-" receiving the end of your faith,
etc." No uncertainty, no contingency, no disappointing designs of
J ehovah, but the fulness of salvation that remains to be manifested
when we appear with Christ in glory (Heb. ix. last verse). It is the
possession of the fulness of it which shall crown His work in glory.
Hope! that is the e",'pectation of the future becoming present. Hope
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ends when sight begins. When sight is absent, hope is present; hence
it is a grace in the believer. There will be no need of it there, for
hope and faith will have finished their work, and there will be frnition
-a swallowing up of faith and hope in the presence of Christ; and
this will make up the holiness of heaven. Patient waiting is the fitting
attitude of the believer now.
Hope is the effect of justification; peace is the first-fruit. Access
follows, and hope and faith keep the eye resting upon Him. The
Scriptures are the instrument through which we receive this hope.
God is the Author, the Channel of Communication, and the God of
it, and Jesus is that Hope. Christ is the Sum, Substance, and Centrethe All, and in All. Thus our text shows a beautiful lustre: not only
the grace of hope, but Jesus the embodiment of Heaven treasured up
in Him. All without Christ are without hope. Is Christ my Portion?
Have I life in the Son of God? Have I hope in Him? Take away
life, and there would be no hope. Take away Christ, and we are undone
for ever!
There is a distribution of this hope among all believers, and yet
each believer has the whole of it. It is all Christ, a whole Christ for
every believer. . . . Heaven is all Christ. If Christ were not the
Giver of Glory, and all-sufficient, where would the believer be? But
now a Risen Christ is the hope and a glorified Christ makes the believer
of all men most happy. The hope laid up makes all so sure and so
certain.-The Rev. D. L. Johnson.
Deut. xii. 9.-0ur text says, "For ye are not yet come to the rest
and to the inheritance," etc. But some of us are not yet started! We
must know now what true rest in our souls means, in order to look for
the eternal rest that remaineth for the people of God. 'le see here a
(1) Pilgrimage and a (2) Prospect. A journey and a rest. The word
in 1 Chronicles xxix. 15 tells us God's children "are strangers and
sojourners before Thee, as were all our fathers." This is not our rest.
Here we are but pilgrims, journeying. . . . . Christ's coming put all
unrest straight, and hence we look to a risen Christ, an ascended
Christ, for our rest. There is no expectation below for us, dear children
of God. Our hearts are above, and we seek to be much there and not
to be entangled with earthly things. We are taking our journey as
" strangers and pilgrims," and we have a city, eternal in the heavens,
in view. Meanwhile our journey thither is more or less a warfare,
and oh! the marvel of restraining grace! Daily we prove how difficult
is this wilderness journey. It is dark and dreary. Our hearts oft
fail and get discouraged, but it is because He hath said, "I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee," that each pilgrim Zionward gets at last
to this rest. It may be rough and dangerous, but it is a right way,
and the Captain dispels all fear with His Presence, and dreariness is
exchanged for cheer. We are led and kept all the way, till faith is
swallowed up in sight, and we are come to the rest and the inheritance
of which the Lord hath said, "I will give it you."-The Rev. D. L.
Johnson.
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NO WEAPON TO PROSPER AGAINST ZION.

" For tM Lord had appointed to deleat the good coumel 01 AhithopMI,
to tM intent that tM Lord might bring evil upon Absalom."-2 SAM.
xvii. 14.
IN the matter of Absalom's conspiracy against David, as recounted by
the pen of Divine inspiration, we find that, although by it He was
pleased to sorely chasten His servant David, the Lord did not deliver
him over unto death.
David's sins were aggravated to a degree as they were set in order
before him by Nathan the prophet. As seen in the glass of Nathan's
parable, they so stirred David's indignation against the man that
committed them, that he hastened to pronounce sentence of death
upon him. But oh! the astonishing sovereign mercy and grace reigning
through the precious Blood of' Christ! His own just verdict is
reversed, and a sentence of acquittal is declared in these words: "The
Lord also hath put away thy sin, thou shalt not die."
This word of Jehovah's pardoning mercy and forgiveness was,
however. to David a word that had to be tried in a furnace of earth
seven times; in his subsequent experience.
I. David, in his deep trouble, affiiction and distress of heart, flees
for his very life from Jerusalem.
2. He is told Ahithophel is gone over to .them that seek his life.
3. Shimei openly and publicly curses David as one about to be
overtaken by an ignominous death.
4. Ahithophel asks of Absalom 12,000 men, to go at once and pnt
David to death.
5. David is all the while in great uncertainty as to the outcome of
the conspiracy.
6. He is urged to flee over Jordan to save his life.
7. He does so, by the Lord's help, yet fearing, faint and weary.
But now the dark cloud on his horizon begins to break, and the
hope, the expectation, and the feeling, if not the actual tidings, that the
Lord has made use of his friend Hushai to answer his prayer and
overthrow the counsel of Ahithophel, begins to hearten him up.
" My soul .hall make her boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear
thereof, and be glad." "Can it be ?" said David. "Is the Lord,
against Whom I have so sinned, to turn unto me and to be merciful
unto me? If so, can there be any uncertainty in the issue?"
Well might he say, "Deal gently, for my sake, with the young man,
even with Absalom." What kindness is yet in his heart towards his
wilful, misguided, rebel son. How different his language towards him
from that of the arch·traitor Ahithophel: "The man whom thou
seekest."
Who cannot. in this story of David's chastisement, see the Lord as
"wonderful in counsel and excellent in working"? First, in giving
Hushai favour with Absalom and an opportunity to back up, as
Absalom probably thought he would, the already given" good counsel."
•

•
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Secondly, in gIVIng such prompt skill and ability to Hushai to set
before them a counsel so plausible and yet so opposite to the one they
at first regarded as an oracle. Thirdly, by so interposing as to blind
Absalom and his counsellors to the excellence of a wise, deep, politic,
and practical measure, so that they set it aside at once for one most
unlikely to be successfnl.
David's sin is never to be considered apart from his repentance as
set forth in the 51st Psalm, nor from the rod of his Covenant God in
His chastening him. "I said, I will confess my transgressions unto
the Lord, and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin." "Unto the
Lord "-not into the ear of man. The Scriptures encourage poor,
gnilty sinners to go to God by Jesus, the only Mediator, assuring them
that jf they so do, they shall be heard and be freely and fully·forgiven.
A caution and a warning through all time is David, the man of God,
as also" a prop against all despair." Satan seeks, through the lust of
the eye and the Inst of the flesh, to entangle and destroy and devour
David, and anon Absalom rises up against him. But God has mercy
on him, so that when he is brought low for his iniqnity He helps,
delivers and raises him up again.
We see what strength there is in sin; in indwelling sin even in a
believer. When the Lord withdraws His restraining hand, it rises up
and, gathering strength, rushes like a mighty torrent carrying all
before it.
Oh! what kindness then in the Lord's prayer given by Him to His
own children: pray ye, "Lead us not into temptation: deliver us
from evil "-a prayer for every day and for every hour of the day.
Had David remembered Job's" covenant with his eyes," he might
have escaped this sin and smart. Yet his personal salvation lay far
above and beyond all that was in and of himself, either by nature or
by grace given him in the days that had pa.ssed. He had an interest
in the everlasting Covenant which God made with him in Christ before
time, to be accomplished, ratified and made good to him in time, and
when he would be done with time and time things. .. Nevertheless, '
He regarded their aflliction, when He heard their cry; and He remem·
bered for them His Covenant, and repented according to the multitude
of His mercies" (Ps. cvi. 44, 45).
.. But if He thus say, I have no delight in thee," then is David in the
depths, feeling he must now cast himself .. upon a base that nothing
can remove." Nor did he so cast himself in vain, for His delights were
with the sons of men, and so .. He delivered him because He delighted
in him."
.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
OUR Lord maketh delicates and dainties of His sweet presence and
love visits to His own; but Christ's love under a veil is love. If ye
get Christ, howbeit not the sweet and pleasant way ye would have
Him, it is enough; for the Well·Beloved cometh not our way; He
must walk His own gait Himself.-S. Rutherford.
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THE EVANGELICAL BODY IN THE PRES,ENT DAY
COMPARED WITH THE PAST .~.
•
- ~A PAPER READ BEFORE THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE EVANGELICAL
•
PROTESTANT UNION, HEI,D IN MANCHESTER, OCTOBER 16TH, 1884,
- BY THE REV. G. T. Fox, M.A., OF DURHAM.
THE times we are liying in are very peculiar, and I might,adn very
gloomy, were it not that, like all other times, they are in Jehovah's
own hands, who knows the end from the beginning, and will order all
things for the good of His elect people, and the glory of His own great
Name.
From the Restoration, when that depraved monarch, Charles n.,
flooded our land with vice and immorality, all through the reigns of
Queen *nne and the two first Georges, true religion, vital godliness,
evangelioal principles, were sunk to the lowest depths, and in place of
the olear ring of Gospel truth which sounded forth from the Puritan
pulpit of a previous age, Laud having done his best to corrupt the
doctrine of the Church and to sow the seeds of Popery in our land, the
Evangelical standard was sadly lowered. But during the corrupt
period which followed, hom the Restoration to the reign of George Ill.,
the work of Satan was chiefly accomplished by irreligion and ungodliness. Omitting the reign of William HI., of honoured memory, when
Protestantism was certainly vigorous enough, though it was rather
political than spiritual, true religion decayed more and more, till it
had well nigh died out in the land.
Those peculiar doctrines of Scripture which are popularly known as
Calvinism-the very name of which in the ears of a High Churchman
is like flaunting a red rag before the bull's face-were unquestionably
the doctrines universally held and taught by our Reformers, as is clear
enough to any candid mind on reading our Articles and Homilies; but
if this suffice not, let him try his hand at refuting the learned Toplady's
able work, entitled " Historic Proof of the Doctrinal Calvinism of the
Church of England," and he will probably find that facts are stubborn
things-much too stubborn for any amount of sophistry to overthrow.
Now the floodmg of our Church with a low Arminianism was one of
the means by which the enemy of souls accomplished his end of lowering
the platform of the dogmatic theology of the clergy of our Church two
centuries ago. A brief extract from an address of Toplady, who
flourished above one hundred years ago, to the Bishops of the Church
of England, will give an insight to the decay of religion which had taken
place in the land :" Your Lordships observe with pain the glaring and almost universal
decay of moral virtue. This has been a growing calamity ever since
the restoration of the Stuart line in the person of Charles Il. With
that prince, Arminianism returned as a flood; and licentiousness of
manners was co-extensive with it. We have had since that period
more than one hundred years' experience of the unsanctified effects
which naturally result horn the ideal system of free-will and universal
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redemption. What has that system done for us? It has unbraced
every nerve of virtue and relaxed every vein of religious and social
duty. Look round the land, and your Lordships cannot fail of per<eeiving that our fiercest free-willers are for the most part the freest
livers; and that the practical belief of universal grace is in too many
instances the turnpike-road to universal sin."
Such was the state of things when George Ill. ascended the throne
in the year 1760.
~ It would be no exaggeration of the truth to say that at that period
the great majority of the clergy were a very ignorant, irreligious,
ungodly race; their parishes were neglected, card-playing, theatres,
horse races, toadying the squire and joining in his vices, were their
co=on characteristics.
Doctrinally, very few of them believed in the reality or influence of
the Holy Spirit; to speak of being taught or guided by the Holy Ghost
was scouted and ridiculed. Many were ignorant as heathens of the
. doctrine of justification by faith, for the peculiar doctrines of the
Gospel never occupied their tjIoughts; whilst others, in their ignorance,
violently repudiated it as subversive of all morality, and taught that
people were to be saved by the merit of their own works_ They were
great advocates of free will; the idea of regeneration never entered
their brains, or it was supposed to be merely a synonym for baptismoriginal sin they ignored.
There were some, no doubt, of a better sort, more intelligent, more
thoughtful, more conscientious and truly pious, but sadly defective in
doctrine, who for the most part held the saving merit of good works,
and taught the people to do the best they could, and that Christ would
make up the balance of their short-cornings.
The theology of that dark day may be learnt by reading the wellknown book entitled, "The Whole Duty of Man," but you may judge
of its doctrinal tone from the fact that a later work was produced,
called the" New Whole Duty of Man," which aimed even in that dark
day to correct, or rather supply, the glaring doctrinal omissions of the
former, and that in this reformed work the cardinal doctrine of justifica·
tion by faith was conspicuous by its absence! Hence it was that
Henry Venn, at a future day, produced an Evangelical substitute,
entitled" The Complete Duty of Man," in which I need not tell you
the Gospel scheme was introduced by his masterly hand in all its
fulness and freeness.
-.It has been said" Man's extremity is God's opportunity," and truly,
if there ever was a day which might be called man's extremity, it was
the early part of last century.
True it is we were a Protestant nation, and had a wholesome hatred
of Popery. We had an open Bible and freedom to read it, and yet
the saving doctrines of grace were so completely ignored that we had
well nigh got down to the low level of natural religion. The freedom
of man's will had been vigorously upheld and taught by Arminians,
and the result was a free rejection of God, and of the doctrine of grace.
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Do we ask how it was that an open Bible produced no better results ~
I answer: The Bible, it is true, was open, but it wasn't read; or,
being read, it was through the spectacles of unbelief or prejudice.
Men didn't approach it under conviction of sin to search for saving
truth, and hence they never found it. Unconscious of the depravity of
their own hearts, and the necessity of the teaching of the Holy Ghost,
being ignorant of the veil that was on their hearts, they couldn't strive
to get it removed; ignorant that they were natural men, and the natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, they remained such.
Ignorant of their blindness, how could they anoint their eyes with eye·
salve that they might see?
It was when things were in this state of dark gloom that God was
pleased in His infinite mercy to commence a revival of true religion
and vital godliness in our Church. This was distinguished by three
marked features.
First, it was accompanied by the gracious influences of the Holy
Ghost, awakening the conscience and converting the heart, resulting
in the regeneration and quickening of those whom it reached. Men
were convinced of sin, and could not rest till they had found Christ
and obtained peace through the blood of the Cross.
Secondly, it was essentially dogmatic. It was through the revelation
to their souls by the agency of the Spirit and the Word, of the great
saving truths of the Gospel of the grace of God, that their eyes were
opened, their understandings spiritually enlightened, and the marvellous
transformation of character which they experienced was accomplished.
Thirdly, it pleased God at the commencement to carry on and
accomplish this great change without human agency, by an indivi<j.ual
and separate operation of the Holy Spirit apart from man's teaching.*
Out of the dark creed of that day, and the strong prejudices by which
their minds were held, they were brought, simply by the influence of
the Holy Ghost on their hearts, and the applicatIOn of the written word
by His teaching.

'=-

.. Thus·the R.ev. John Venn testifies of his fa.ther: H It is observable tha.t
this cha.nge of his sentiments was not to be. ascribed to intercourse with others;
it wa.s the steady progress of his mind, in consequence of a. faithful and diligent
application to the Holy Scriptures, unbiassed by a.ttachment to huma.n
systems. It was not till some years a.fterwa.rds that he became acquainted
with any of those preachers usua.lly known by the na.me of Evangelical, though
his own views now agreed with theirs."
_
'
Mr. Simeon ha.s~left it on record that shortly before his ordination, having
been under deep collviction of sin, and having got some insigbt to the plan of
salvation, whilst he had never known a single person who had the same views
and feelings with himself, he had serious thoughts of putting into the papers as
soon as he should be ordained an advertisement to the following effect : "Thata
young clergyman who felt himself an undone sinner, and looked to the Lord
Jesus Christ alone for salvation, and desired to live only to make that Saviour
known to others, was persuaded that there must be some persons in the world
whose views and feelings on this subject accorded with his own, though he had
now lived three years without finding so much as one; and that if there were
any minister of tha.t description, he would gladly become his cura.te and serve
him gratis. ,.

"
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To this were our Venns, Romaines, Berridges, Simeons, and other
revivalists of that day, indebted for their knowledge and gracious
reception of divine truth. It was not that Venn taught Romaine, or
Romaine taught Berridge, but that the Holy Ghost taught each one
separately the same precious truths, and it is refreshing to look back
and observe what uniformity of creed this divine teaching produced.
When these men, thus enlightened, became Evangelists and preached
the Gospel in its simplicity and native power in their pUlpits, then,
indeed, God honoured and employed them as agents for teaching others,
and, the Holy Ghost accompanying the word spoken, multitudes were
converted to a saving reception of the truth.
The result of that blessed work I need not dwell on; to it we were
indebted for the purifying and evangelizing of the Church of England
during the remainder of last century and the first thirty-five years of
the present. What countless souls now in heaven have reason to bless
God for that precious season of revival in our Church! To it we are
mdebted for the great extension of Evangelical principles, which are
now openly recognised, even by those who repudiate or hate them, as
fonning one "school of thought" in our midst--to use a popular
modern phrase, for which we are indebted to Broad Church indifference
to dogma-so that though the offence of the Cross has not ceased,
nor ever will, yet Evangelical religion has obtained a status and
a hold on the community which is a great contrast to the supreme
contempt and open persecution with which it was treated sixty years
ago.
I now proceed to discuss the question to which the previous remarks
have led up, whether any change has taken place in the Evangelical
men of the present age as compared with their predecessors. From
the year 1754, when Henry Venn's eyes were opened to the principles
of Evangelical truth, to the .present decade, which has witnessed the
decease of Hugh McNeile, we may trace a succession of three or more
generations of Evangelical leaders, during all which time the same
principles have been maintained, the same doctrines have been preached,
and the same distinctive thoroughness been manifested.
I can certify from personal experience and l."llowledge that the men
who represented the Evangelical school of the generation which has
just passed away never drifted from their original moorings.
No divergence could be detected in the doctrinal teaching of Haldane
Stewart, Hugh Stowell, Edward Bickersteth, Henry Venn, of the
Church Missionary Society, Alexander Haldane, for many years the
mouthpiece of the Record newspaper, and Hugh McNeile, as compared
'Yi.th our Romaines, Topladys, Grimshaws, Herveys, Scotts, and
.Newtons of last century.
I would now propound the important question: Are the men of the
present day, who profess to be Evangelical, faithful to the trust transmitted to them by their fathers 1 Are they as clear in their views, as
distinctive in their principles, as thorough in their dogmatic teaching
as of old 1
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I am sorry to be compelled confidently to reply, of only too many,
No!
It would have been a strange thing indeed, if, when the great
revival of last century took place, the enemy of all righteousness could
have looked on with indifference and made no resistance.
So long as the clergy were in life and doctrine what I have described,
he could desire nothing better than to hold his own; but when a
stronger than he came upon him, what else than resistance could be
expected!
Thus, no sooner were justification by faith and salvation by grace
once more preached in our pulpits, than a loud outcry was heard that
these men were sapping the foundations of morality by preaching faith
without works; a fierce opposition sprang up-Bishops' charges misrepresented and condemned them, the ungodly clergy persecuted and
abused them, but all in vain; for it soon appeared that the old highand-dry party were no match for the earnest devotedness and selfdenying zeal of the new Evangelists, any more than unprotected stone
walls could resist the battering ram's persistent onslaught.
Some other more effectual defence, then, must be sought for, nor had
the enemy of souls far to look; what could be more congenial to corrupt
human nature, the same in every age, than to furbish up the old
armour, which has justly been termed" the masterpiece of Satan,"
and thus under a new form to bring back the corruptions of Popery !
Hence the introduction into Oxford, about the year 1835, of the
"Tracts for the Times," and the origin of that heresy which, as it
progressed, received three successive names, marking its growth and
intensity, viz., Puseyism, Tractarianism, and Ritualism. When
Satan wants agents to float a new heresy, or to revive an old one, he
always selects those best snited for his purpose, and nowhere could he
have found two men better adapted than Pusey and Newman, widely
as they differed in character and endowments.
But it is foreign to my purpose to prosecute this subject further.
The human mind in every age has been distingnished by a marked
division into two great opposite families. These, in our Lord's day,
were known as Pharisees and Sadducees; in other words, the representatives of superstition and unbelief.
It was not to be supposed, therefore, that the whole of the educated
mind of England in the nineteenth century would succumb to the
influences of Popery under the teaching of its revived representative,
Ritualism; there must be another heresy provided for men, whose
minds, being of a more manly and vigorous cast, revolted from the'
effeminate superstitions of Popery, and this was provided for them
nuder two different forms, though branches of the same family, first,
Colensoism, and the following of Dean Stanley, who aimed to lower
the standard of revealed truth to the dead level of natural religion;
and secondly, those who, like Maurice and Kingsley, didn't go quite
so far, and founded the somewhat indefinite school to which Conybeare
thirty-five years ago gave the name of Broad Church.
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The leading feature of these men was indifference and dislike to
distinctive dogma, illustrating thereby in their teaching the fact to
which Paul bears witness, that " the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God," so that, to a considerable extent, though
with various degrees of divergency, their teaching resembled" the play
of Hamlet, with the part of Hamlet left out." To what an extent these
two great heresies have divided the Church of England to its infinite
injury during the last forty years I need not inform you.
But there still remained the Evangelical section of the Church of
England. Were they to be let alone and allowed to pursue their way
undisturbed by the enemy! This, indeed, was not likely; though
with them a more cautious and delicate system of tactics must be
pursued. It is no longer open and public warfare by which they must
be assailed; a more subtle process of underground sapping and mining
mnst be adopted.
This sapping and mining process has unhappily been going on to a
serious extent in our Universities, amongst those young men who, by
inheritance and early education, or by their own choice, call themselves
Evangelical.
Their religious experience, compared with that of the grand founders
of the Evangelical school of last century, has been very shallow;
hence they don't understand, and have not spiritually apprehended,
nor drunk in, those deep precious truths which were the joy of our
forefathers and the source of their enlightenment.
This process had been gradually going on for some time, without its
being perceived; for in counection therewith there was much zeal and
activity, much that was good and excellent; but the great want was
that of divine teaching, and a gracious reception into their hearts of
distinctive dogmatic truth. The old standard was lowered, the pure
Inilk was mixed with water, if not ,vith something more deleterious.
But now things have advanced so far, that they are conscious of it
themselves; alas! not ,vith sorrow or humiliation, but boast of it, as
if they had got beyond their teachers, and had reached a higher platform of intellectual development.
Nay, they have invented a new name for themselves, "NeoEvangelicals," a title I should be willing to accept, would they consent
to omit the first vowel. There is much that is good and pleasing in the
young men of this school, but they are sadly deficient.in the simplicity,
thoroughness, and depth of their views of Gospel truth. Had I access
to their ear, I would sound in it, with earnest affection, the warning voice
of the Apostle: "Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ." If they would betake themselves to the
process pursued by Henry Venn, when, ignorant of Gospel truth,
though in earnest about his soul, he went aside into the retirement of
his closet, and turning his back on the teaching of men, studied the
Word of God assiduously, with a heart open to and thirsting for divine
instruction-not to form systems, not for intellectual purposes, but in
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reference to the enlightening and quickening of his own soul, mlxmg
the word with faith and accompanying it with earnest prayer for the
teaching of the Holy Ghost-would they, I say, pursue this process
earnestly, they would drink far deeper of the fountain of life, the pure
doctrine of Scripture, and with much greater refreshment of spirit.
And when they went into the pulpit, oh! what a contrast would their
earnest exhibitions of the great fundamental truths of the Gospel,
flowing forth out of their own rich experience, prove to be, compared
with their present slipshod mingle-mangle!
One great drawback of the present day is, that so much of its
religious literature is either shallow and defective, or unsound and
objectionable, which accounts for much of the injury done to young
minds, whilst books far deeper, more edifying and instructive, such as
Romaine's "Life, Walk and Triumph of Faith," and other writings of
our Reformers, Puritan divines, and last century's Evangelists, are
left on the shelves unread.
But the chief defect after all is the neglect of searching the Scriptures
experimentally, spiritually, dogmatically, for the soul's own good and
as a matter of personal religion, with much retirement and prayer.
Although we have still amongst us many faithful men who cling with
tenacity to the old truths, and are well qualified to defend the walls ot
our Zion, assailed as they are from every quarter, yet it cannot be
denied that a very serious decay has taken place during the last few
years in the thoroughness and decision, both of doctrine and action,
amongst those who claim to be Evangelical. The Evangelical body
used to have an organ which represented the convictions and principles
of the Old School, as it may be termed, and which filled towards the
Church the important and useful office of watchmen on the walls of
Zion, to sound the trumpet of alarm against every open enemy and
secret foe.
I ask, have we so any longer 1
Is not the effort now rather" to make things pleasant 1" Now, to
make things pleasant is a very agreeable and becoming quality, highly
commendable in some of the relations of life, as when a lady is entertaining a company of friends in her drawing-room; but it is not quite
the quality we should approve of in the soldier during the heat of
battle. The house-dog which should lick the burglar's hand at midnight, instead of sounding an alarm to the household, would not fulfil
the office to which it was appointed. This last is a strong figure, and
only intended to be suggestive of the tendency of things as they seem
to be progressing. I might enlarge further, and give other illustrations,
did time permit; but being persuaded that those I am addressing are
alive to the fact that the religion of the Evangelical body of the present
day, especially amongst its younger members, seriously differs from
that of their fathers, and is of a much lower order, especially in reference
to that most important element, clear, distinctive, experimental,
dogmatic truth-I shall therefore refrain, and conclude with a few
remarks on the true remedy.
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, What, then, is the true remedy for this growing evil 1
" Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights;" and this is especially the case in
reference to our present need. It is the outpouring of the Holy Ghost
into the heart which is wanted, especially for the enlightening of the
understanding, so as to enable the soul "breaking," as David says,
" for the longing it has for God's judgments, to see wondrous things
out of His law."
It is the accomplishing of that same process, which our Lord performed towards the Apostles before His ascension, when He opened
their understanding that they might understand the Scriptures which,
without this process, remain a sealed book. Then is the joyful
recipient of the Holy Ghost enabled to testify, "God Who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ."
Now this is a process which can only be accomplished by the Holy
Ghost. We must remember that grace is not hereditary, and that
each individual soul must be lighted up with wisdom from on high,
until which gracious process has taken place, it is in vain to expect to
gather grapes from Nature's thorns. We have seen how, last century,
God took this work into His own hands, and without any human
agency regenerated and taught the fathers of the Evangelical School;
from this source came those eminent men with their clear and distinct
views of divine truth. The same mighty outpouring of the Holy
Ghost must be repeated if we a·re to see a revival of the great work
which took place in our Church last century, which was at the same
time qniet, deep, and fnll of spiritual life, resulting in such experimental
views of clear dogmatic truth as have never been excelled in the
Church of Christ.
Now, I cannot refrain from expressing my own conviction that there
is not the same measure of gracious outpouring of the Spirit, especially
in the department of divine teaching and enlightenment, in the present
day, that there was during the latter half of last century and the
beginning of the present. There are times of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord, and there are times when the Lord's mercies
seem to be restrained.
This is a mysterious subject on which I cannot enter, but it is a fact
that from the day of Pentecost there has never been a season of revival
v.:hich has lasted in its freshness and vigour for a century.
Doubtless there is a blessing on obedience to the precept, "Train up
a child in the way he should go," and we look back with satisfaction,
as a fulfilment of that gracious promise, upon the names of Venn,
Scott, Elliott, and other devoted servants of God, whose offspring for
three or four generations have walked in the steps of their fathers,
cleaving with tenacity to their principles; but if I mistake not, the
departure from this rule is far more common than it was. One thing,
however, is certain, that God is still a prayer·hearing and a prayer•
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answering God, and I would therefore appeal to you, who know and
love the truth, to besiege the Throne of Grace with assiduous and
unceasing prayer, that our gracious God would send down the Holy
Ghost in greater measure, and revive His own work in our midst.
Peculiarly suited to our times is the Psalmist's prayer: "Wilt Thou
not revive us again, that Thy people may rejoice in Thee 1 Show us
Thy mercy, 0 Lord, and grant us Thy salvation."
In the next place I would ask, is there not a serious decay of distinctive teaching in the Evangelical pulpit 1 Do our congregations
hear such sermons as were preached a century ago by Henry Venn,
Romaine, Toplady, and others 1 I am convinced that with certain
exceptions they do not.
The result is that they don't get thoroughly grounded in the great
fundamental truths on which the plan of salvation is based.
The two great topics which should occupy the most prominent place
in preaching, are, first, doctrinal; secondly, experimental; and I very
much question whether, from the great majority of pUlpits professing
to be Evangelical, there sounds forth nowadays the same clear ring of
Gospel truth, calculated to convert sinners and edify saints, which used
to be heard in days gone by, when we had men like Haldane Stewart,
Hugh Stowell, Edward Bickersteth, and others, at whose feet the most
experienced believer might have rejoiced to sit. I quite agree with
our honoured friend, Bishop Ryle, when he said, " If you want to do
good in these times, you must t,hrow aside indecision and take up a
distinct sharply-cut doctrinal religion;" only I would add, no one
can do so except so far as he be taught and led by the Holy Ghost.
In this busy day, I fear that too many even of those who have the
truth in them, are so absorbed by congresses, conventions, committees,
and the endless parochial machinery now in vogue, as to be unable to
do justice to the pUlpit by careful preparation, whilst those of whom I
have been speaking, who call themselves Evangelical, but have been
so imperfectly evangelized as to disqualify them for preaching a full
Gospel, are prevented from making spiritual progress, growing in grace,
and getting clearer views, owing to the same cause, viz., want of time
for retirement and study of the word with fervent prayer.
I venture to throw out this hint to both the parties to whom I have
referred.
We cannot too highly estimate the value of the Christian pulpit;
from the days of the Apostles downwards, preaching the Gospel has
been the leading agency for evangelizing the world, and wherever
there has been a revival of religion in the Church, it has been accompanied with the clear ring of Gospel truth sounded forth from our
pulpits.
I must now break off abruptly, not that my subject is exhausted,
but my time is. I deeply regret my inability to be present in your
midst, to take part in the Conference of our society, which I consider
to be the most distinctive representation of the old Evangelical body,
so dear to my own heart, because of the purity of its teaching and

376

The Gospel Magazine

the great service it has rendered to our Church and to the world.
What an impetus it imparted to religion in our land, how it all but
laid the foundation of Protestant missions to the heathen in our
Church, I need not tell you.
Had it done nothing more than give us the Church Missionary
Society, we, her children, might well arise up and call her blessed;
much more then should we rally around and defend her in this the day
of her calamity and conflict.
Since the above was reported in the newspapers, I find that I am
charged by some with having given a very gloomy, one-sided view of
the subject, and that I have wholly ignored the many cheering features
of the Evangelical religion of the present day, as witnessed to by the
activity and energy of its members, and its great increase in numbers.
Such persons overlook the fact that from the nature of the case I was
"cabined, cribbed, confined, bound in " to some twenty minutes or
half-hour, and that within so narrow a space it was impossible to do
justice to the whole of so wide a subject. I preferred therefore confining myself to one branch of it, and considered it more to edification
to sound a note of warning in reference to a serious danger threatening
and invading the Evangelical body.
In that department of progress, which may be termed" machinery,"
the present age has made an unprecedented advance, as witnessed to by
the increase· of curates, the introduction of Scripture readers, Bible
w\,men, lay agency, cottage lectures, mothers' meetings, street preaching, services in theatres, parochial missions, closer dealing with individnal souls, most of which agencies were introduced by the Evangelical
body, and were for some time condemned and solemnly protested
against by other sections of our Church.
During last century, whatever earnestness, activity, or zeal existed
in our Church, was confined to the Evangelical body, but this has now
ceased to be so. We are living in an age remarkable for its energy,
activity, and zeal, which is not confined t.o anyone body of religionists,
but is an attribute of the age, and which is in singular contrast to the
sl\lggishness of the past. These·valuable qualities are manifested by
Churchmen and Dissenters alike-are not confined to the advocates of
truth, but are equally displayed by Papists, Ritualists, and others,
in their endeavours to circulate error.
How important is it then, in this view of the case, and· in times like
the present, to keep the channels of truth pure and undefiled ! If the
fonndations be destroyed, what can the righteous do? And if that
process of sapping and mining be going on at our universities and in
the mind and heart of our younger clergy of which I have spoken, how
serious must the consequences be to the interests of Evangelical religion
at a future day, when these young men have become leaders in our
Church! Will activity, energy, and zeal supply the place or make up
for the lack of that clear ring of Gospel truth which was sounded out
so loudly by the Fathers of the Evangelical body in times past, and by
which their great work was so eminently distinguished?
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MEDITATION ON THE FIN1SHED WORK OF REDEMPTION.

OH, my soul, stand still and pause: behold the wonders of redeeming
love; that love that first took its origin in the eternal mind of J ehovah
in the council chamber of eternity, in giving His Son as a ransom for
His people. He veiled Himself in human flesh to raise His chosen
bride from the ruin of the fall-He, Who was the only begotten of the
Father,' the express image of His person, the God-man Mediator, the
Lord of life and glory. Oh, what marks of condescension did the Majesty
of heaven display in descending into this our lower world to open a
new and living way by which poor, wretched, hell-deserving sinners
might have free access unto the Father. Angels stand astonished,
whilst man, the object of His love, is lost in wonder and surprise,
when led by precious faith to view the great transaction and the
mighty work of the Redeemer; which work was to accomplish .the
great design which was counselled in eternity in covenant by the
Eternal Three from before the foundation of the world, that the second
Person in the glorious Trinity should pay the ransom price: and it was
He and He alone that could make reconciliation between God and man.
Behold, my soul, His willingness to save, when He exclaimed, "Father,
here am I, send j)Ie." He came and paid the mighty debt which would
have sunk the sinner into the lowest hell and hurled him from the
presence of God for ever, but my precious Christ was set up by eternal
appointment to be the glorious redemption of His Church and people.
Behold Him as the Babe of Bethlehem, view Him in the garden, hear
Him exclaim, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death."
See Him, my soul, arraigned at Pilate's bar, and then follow Him to
the cross, and behold a Man stricken and smitten for the iniquity of
His people. He bore the reproach of men, He was bruised for our
transgressions, and by His stripes we were healed. Oh, what love and
mercy centred in the everlasting mind of Deity when He beheld man
in his fallen state (through the fall of Adam), for by one man sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; but by the second Man, the Lord of
life and glory, it was cast into oblivion, aye, into the very depths, never
more to be found. How great and mysterious is the Lord in all His
work in becoming the Saviour of His beloved people and delivering
them from the power of their adversary the devil and the gulf of
endless misery and perdition, and causing them to inherit everlasting
felicity in Himself in glory. For" whom He did foreknow, He did
predestinate, and snatched them as brands from eternal burnings, and
made them heirs of the promise, adopted them into His family from
all eternity, through the finished work of redemption by Jesus Christ
our Lord, Wno shed His blood for His chosen, His family, that they
should be eternally justified. Oh, the electing love of God, in choosing
Himself a people out of every tribe, kindred, and tongue to be heirs
of an inheritance in glory; and He has promised to be their God, to
lead them, as He did the Israelites of old, and bring His own election

378

The Gospel Magazine

of grace through this wilderness of time and land them on the eternal
shores of blessedness and glory. It was He who finished all the types
and shadows of the ceremonial law, and became the living sacrifice
for the sins of His chosen family, and nailed them to His cross and sealed
their pardon with His blood, and then exclaimed, "It is finished! "
and gave up the ghost. Then was captivity led captive, and the powers
of darkness laid low. He burst the barrier of the grave, and bore away
the sting of death. May we not exclaim, in the language of the apostle,
"0 death, where is thy sting 1 0 grave, where is thy victory 1
Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory througb our Lord Jesus
Christ," Who bas brought in an everlasting salvation for His Churchpeople by tbe work of His own hand. Thus He finisbed tbe work tbe
Father gave Him to do. 0 my soul, wbat was man that the Lord,
Who created the beavens and tbe earth, should deign to save him from
his lost and ruined condition, and make him an beir of God and jointheir witb Jesus Cbrist 1 Tbere was nothing in man to recommend him
to J ebovah's notice, for from the feet to tbe head he is corrupted and
there is no soundness in him. But, oh, amazing love! Of His own will
hegat Hc us by tbe word of His power. Oh for grace to rest on tbe
finished work of a precious Christ tbe'Redeemer, and may the Holy
Spirit work in us to will and to do according to His own good
plcas'-\re.
Oly, may we fall into notbing, and exalt Cbrist ~n tbepole of the everlastmg Gospel- of peace; for our Jesus IS our bright and mornmg star
yea, He is all in all to the believer, for He bas wrought out for him an
everlasting bope of righteousness that will never wear out. 0 h, my
soul, may tbe Lord in His infinite mercy enable tbee to bebold Him
as tbe only true and living way, by which thou canst be justified when
thou shalt appear before tbe sacred tribunal of the living God; and
may He wbo died on Calvary's Cross present tbee spotless before His
beavenly Fatber in tbe day when He shall call tbe nations to His bar.
But, oh my soul, may it be thy lot to be washed in the fountain of tbe
Redeemer's blood, that blood which alone has power to cleanse the
foulest stains; though they be as scarlet, they will become white as
snow, and though crimson, they shall be as wool through the blood of
the Lamb.
Yes, my soul, this vile body shall be made like unto His glorious
body, and shall dwell in the New Jerusalem with the King in Zion
tbrough tbe countless ages of eternity. Yes, blessed be His dear
name, He wbo bas begun tbe work in thee will carry it on for thine
eternal salvation and His own glory, wbere the weary shall for ever
be at rest, wbere sorrow and sighing shall for ever flee away; and when
thou shalt reach tbe portals of glory, tbou shalt bask in the sunshine
of His love and bebold Him face to face and dwell witb Him for ever.
Till tben may we rest on His finished work, when it sball please
Him to call His family bome to sing His higb praise above on Canaan's
bappy sbore, ascribing all praise and power to the glorious Three in
One, for ever and ever. Amen.-Zi'}n's Tr'umpet, 1838.
,
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PERFECTED.

" By <me ofJeriWJ He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."HEBREWS x. 14.
Oh, precious, precious words of truth!
Stupendous work of grace!
Made "perfect" in the sight of God!
And in His heart a place.
Made "perfect" in the sight of Him
Before Whom angels how;
" Perfect" in His unveiled light,
Made "perfect" in Him now.
Made "perfect" by the mighty God,
Who in our nature died;
Who shall the sinner now condemn
That doth in Him confide 1
" Perfect" for ever; nought can mar
Its beauty in His sight;
It is the righteousness of Christ,
The Father's great delight.
What motive e'er can be so strong
As this to serve my Lord 1
It lifts my heart from grief and pain;
This precious, precious word.
Though fellow-Christians may condemn
And wound my spirit sore:
How sweet it is to have His smile
Both now and evermore.
And so the work of grace goes on
While we in Him abide;
Proving to those around that we
Are truly sanctified.
May we, Thy people, realize
This truth from hour to hour;
And manifest by grace divine
Its sweet, constraining power.
March 29th, 1910.

E. B.

IT is a good sign when God chides us: His round reprehensions are
ever forerunners of mercy; whereas His silent connivance at the
wicked argues deep and secret displeasure. Reproof makes way for
deliverance, humiliation for comfort.-Bishop Hall.
•
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<!!ottefJpon1Jrnce.
ENCOURAGING TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
REV. SIR,.-Your connection with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of late
is my apology for writing you. It is a periodical that I have taken
for a good many years, and much appreciate the matter contained
in it from month to month. I am very pleased indeed with the way
you write, and I presume conduct it, in the absence of its Editor, the
Rev. J. Orrrilston, a gentleman whom I have known and revered for
a long time. I much hope and trust that it may be the will of the
Lord to restore him again ere long, for indeed men of his ability and
love of the truth within the walls of the English Church are few and
far between. May you be enabled to continue in the good work of
the Magazine, whilst our friend is laid aside. Your letter in the May
number, as copied from the Record, referring to Toplady, is very
interesting. My connection with the memorial erected in Broadhembury Church, some eleven years ago, brought me a good deal in
contact with ~fr. Ormiston, who you may remember, conducted the
unveiling services and preached the sermon. Only this morning I
received a letter from the vicar there in reply to mine, saying that the
tablet is still much admired, and wears well.
Believe me to be
" Coniston"
,
Yours faithfully,
39, Ritherdon Road,
W. PREBBLE.
Upper Tooting, S. W.
April 27th, 1910.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE 103rd Annual Meeting was held in the Great Hall of the Cannon
Street Hotel, on Friday, ~fay 6th, Mr. W. H. Seagram in the
chair. There was an unusually large assembly, and the collection
showed a marked increase. Excellent addresses were given bY' Mr.
F. A. Bevan, Mr. T. W. H. Inskip, the Rev. D. Lindsay Johnson, M.A.,
Lt.-Colonel Alves, R.E., the Revs. J. W. Tobitt, W. S. J. Brown,
A. Hayles, and W. Sinden. Among others who were present
were the Revs. T. L. Sapey, O. S. Dolbey, W. Nugent, and F. C.
Lovely, Messrs. E. Carr, T. Carr, A. Boulden and T. Green. Affectionate reference was made to the beloved Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.
The 75th Anniversary of the Camberwell Home will be held on
Thursday, Jlme 2nd. A sermon will be preached in the Chapel at
3.30, by the Rev. J. Booth, of Bradford. Tea at 5.0 o'clock. A
public meeting will be held at 6.30, presided over by Mr. Jasper Keeble .
•
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The 39th Annual Meeting of the Hornsey Rise Home. will be held
on Friday, July 1st. Sale of Work from 2.0 o'clock. Sermon at 3.15
by the Rev. J. W. Dance, of Leamington, and at 6.45 by the Rev.
J. K. Popham, of Brighton. Tickets for tea, 6d. each. The attendance
of -all friends of the Lord's a~ed poor will be welcomed at both our
Homes.
Mrs. Vieat, of Sydenham Rise, has very kindly presented £2 4s. 5d.
to the Society, being a collection after a Bible Reading at her residence.
The Secretary has visited Bexley, Reading, Hastings, and Peckham,
in the interests of the Institution, and it is hoped that the list of
collections and meetings will be considerably increased during the
current year.
The elections of £10 10s. pensioners and inmates of the Homes will
take place at the Cannon Street Hotel, at 2.0 o'clock on Tuesday,
June 7th.
For 103 years the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society has been enabled
to minister to thousands of the poor and aged of God's family. Upwards of £412,000 have been expended in pensions. The Committee
to-day praise their Covenant God for His guiding hand and sustaining
grace and urge upon all who desire to support the Society in these
" last days," so clouded and begloomed, but near to the coming of
the Lord, in the witness it has unvaryingly borne, to join them in
this work for the" household of faith," so that the present year of
service may be brightened with the fellowship of an increasing number
of those whose hearts God hath touched and who, constrained by the
love of Christ, help not in word only, but in deed, their spiritual kith
and kin, aged, broken and weary in life's pathway.
A SINNER'S SONG.
A BROKEN-HEARTED sinner, what is he 1
Why, one that knows and feels that he must be
Saved only by the Great Eternal Three.
Triune J ehovah, give me this blest token,
And let my adamantine heart be broken.
A sinner saved! oh blessed, joyful thought!
By Jesus through this world of sorrow brought,
And by the Holy Spirit wisdom taught.
I am a sinner. Lord, then let me see
My interest in the Great Eternal Three.
What! does the God Who reigns and dwells on high
Hear the unworthy sinner's feeble cry,
And listen to his humble, heartfelt sigh 1
What condescension! Let me ever raise
My voice to sing of my Redeemer's praise.
(Written by the late Mr. George Cowell at the age of 21.)
•
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"al3l3tng 18bmts.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE great event of the month of May was the sudden and unexpected
death of our Most Gracious Sovereign, King Edward the Seventh.
As we have dealt with this solemn event in another column, we need
do no more than urge our readers to pray much that God may overrule
this great sorrow to the spiritual gocd of our country.
THE KING'S PROTESTANT DEOLARATION.-Our late King died on
Friday night, May 6th, at 11.45. On the following Monday there
appeared in the newspapers a letter from Mr. Redmond, \If-P., to the
Prime Minister, urging him to take" such steps as may be necessary to
relieve the new King from the obligation, if such really exists, of using
the language (of the Declaration) at the commencement of his reign
which mnst deeply wound the feelings and ontrage the faith of so
many people everywhere." What the outcome of this effort of the
Romanists may be God only knows, but it surely behoves all our readers
to be much in prayer that God may defeat this fresh effort to tamper
with the King's Protestant Declaration. We would also urge all our
readers to at once write brief letters of protest to the Prime Minister (Mr
Asqnith) and to Mr. A. J. Balfour, and also to their representatives
in Parliament. Our readers in the Colonies would do well to write to
Mr. Asquith and Mr. Balfour, addressing their letters to the House of
Commons, Westminster. Thousands of letters should be sent, and
much prayer offered, if this evil proposal is to be defeated. Let each
reader withont fail do his or her duty in this matter.
PROTESTANT MEMORIAL TO THE PREMIER.-A numerously attended
meeting convened by the London Council of United Protestant
Societies was held at the National Club, Whitehall Gardens, yesterday
(Friday, May 13th), to protest against any alteration in the form of
the Sovereign's Protestant Declaration. Lord Kinnaird presided, and
there were Protestants present from all parts of the conntry. The
proceedings were private, but afterwards a communication was made
to the Press, in which it was stated that it had been decided to
submit the following memorial to the Prime Minister :"The London Council of United Protestant Societies deeply regrets
that it should be compelled, in the interest of the Protestant people of
this country, to deal with a controversial subject at a time when, in
common with the whole Empire, they lament the death of their late
beloved Sovereign King Edward VII. As, however, it has been stated
in the Press that his Majesty's Government intend to introduce a Bill
into Parliament seriously to alter and modify the Declaration to be
made by the Sovereign at his accession, the council feel it their duty
to inform his Majesty's Government that the most strenuous opposition
will be offered to any such proposal."
•
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REASONS FOR PROTEsT.-Among the reasons given in the memorial
for this opposition are the following :1. That so recently as last year, when the Roman Catholic Disabilities
(Removal) Bill was debated in the House of Commons, fewer than
sixty members, representing English, Scotch, and Welsh constituencies,
voted for the second reading-the greater portion of the 138 members
voting in its favour being Irish Roman Catholics.
2. The example of those European nations which have had the
longest experience of the political and religious claims and methods
of the Roman Catholic Church clearly shows that it would be neither
safe nor wise for this country to weaken or modify in any way the
existing safeguards of our Protestantism.
3. The practice of the Roman Catholic Church of anathematising
all who differ from her distinctive tenets invalidates the claim of
Roman Catholics to have the language of the Declaration, which
contains no anathemas and inflicts no penaltie., altered or modified.
4. The Declaration in its present form became law because it has
been found by experience that it is inconsistent with the safety and
welfare of this Protestant kingdom to be governed by a Popish Prince
or by a King or Queen marrying a Papist.
The meeting was adjourned until after the funeral of his late Majesty
and pending the receipt of an answer from Mr. Asquith, when the
question of public demonstrations, public petitions, and a memorial
to the King will be considered.
The following letter has been sent by the Church Association to
the 360 principal newspapers in the United Kingdom :THE KING'S PROTESTANT DECLARATION.
CHURCH ASSOCIATION,
13 and 14, BUCKINGHAM ST., STRAND, W.C.
LOlllDON, 11th May, 1910.
SIR,-Mr. Redmond carries his Dictatorship beyond the bounds of
decency. Before the remains of our late beloved King could be laid
in their coffin he has the audacity to write to the newspapers to announce
that his claim upon Mr. Asquith is nothing less than that the .Bill of
Rights and the Act of Settlement, the twin foundations of the British
Throne, shall be treated as so much waste paper and be deliberately
disobeyed on the advice of the Prime Minister of England. This is
but a sample of the contempt for the Constitution and hatred of the
free institutions of this country which is manifested by the paid agents
of the priest-party, whose war-chest is replenished by Irish-American
sympathizers as described by Mr. Lilly in the Nineteenth Century for
the present month. It must be unnecessary to point out that a lawyer
of Mr. Asquith's eminence, however much he might wish a change to
be made in the law, would necessarily recoil at the suggestion of such a
flagrant act of treacherous disloyalty as Mr. Redmond dares to suggest.
Lord Braye has candidly told us that it is not so mnch the form of
the Declaration which is objectionable, but the fact of a Declaration
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being made at all, to which his co-religionists take exception. Be
that as it may, it is surely in the worst possible taste to demand from
Mr. Asquith the degrading sacrifice of honour and duty as the price
of the continued support of the Irish vote.
Your obedient Servant,
ALEx. W. COBHAM, Chairman.
One of the great national sins of the day is the increasing disregard
for the sanctity of the Lord's-day. No really successful effort to
lessen tins evil can, however, be expected from such compromising
alliances as that wInch appears in the following announcemeut from
Plymouth: "On the initiative of Prebendary Burroughs the question
of the Imperial Sunday Alliance is being taken up, and a strong Committee, composed of Churchmen, representatives of the Free Church
Council, the Roman Catholic Church, the Mercantile Association, and
the Trades Unions, has been formed. It is proposed that on a Sunday
to be fixed the subject should be dealt with in all the churches and
chapels of the Three Towns, to be followed by a great public Meeting,
presided over by the Mayor of Plymouth, in the Guildhall." "Representatives of the Roman Catholic Church" can hardly be expected
to hold the same views on the sanctity of the Lord's-day as the members
of Protestant Churches, that is, if such members are true to Evangelical
and Protestant principles.
Sir Robert Anderson, in his speech as Chairman at the Annual
Meeting of the Trinitarian Bible Society, " referred to a recent incident
which had saddened and depressed him beyond words, connected with
the death of ' Mark Twain' (Mr. Samuel L. Clemens), who, in his last
moments, when the power of speech had departed, wrote a request
for his favourite book to be brought him. Almost immediately it
dropped from his hand, and he lay back on his pillow and died. The
book to which he turned in the last solemn moments of his life on
earth was Carlyle's French Rel-YJlution! "
We regret to record the death of the Rev. Charles Henry Wailer,
D.D., formerly for many years Principal of St. John's Hall, Highbury,
which took place on Monday, May 9th, at Little Coxwell, Faringdon,
Berks, where he had been living since his retirement. Dr. Wailer,
who was in his seventieth year, was the eldest son of the Rev. Stephen
R. Wailer, sometime Rector of St. Cuthbert, Bedford. He won a
scholarship at University College, Oxford, graduating in 1863. He
was ordained Deacou in 1864 and Presbyter in 1865 by Dr. Tait,
Bishop of London, and became Curate for a short time of St. J ude's,
Islington. In 1865 he became tutor at the London College of Divinity
(St. John's Hall, Highbury). In 1882 he was appointed McNeile
Biblical Professor. He was nlinister of St. John's, Hampstead, 1870-4.
l\1r. Wailer succeeded Dr. Boultbee as Principal in 1882, and proceeded
to his D.D. degree at Oxford in 1891. He retired in 1898.
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