THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
•• OO~RT YE, OOMJ"ORT YE liT PBOPLB, SAlTII TOUR OOD."
.. KNDBAVOUJU,NO TO I01EP THE tn-'1:TY 01' THE SPIRIT D1' TJm BOND OP PBj.CK. Of
"JESUS CBIUST, THE SIJallt TPmERDAY, .urn TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER."

No. 558,

}

,JUNE, 1912.

NKW SERJR8.

~i)£

( No. 1,758,
'lOLD SRRIBB

.1Fantlly UOttlOn;

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTWN, OOUNSEL, AND OOMPORT.

•• Who comfortctob us in all our tribulation, tHat we may be able t.() comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselvf!I ue comforted of 000."-2 OaR.. l 4..

WITH ME!
" Where I am, there shall also My servant be."-JoHN xii. 26.

THIS is one of CHRIST'S precious promises to His poor and needy
followers, and it is indeed rich in gracious meaning. An old divine
asks tke reader of his work, " The Nonsuch Professor in His Meridian
Splendour," would he know more than others? and replies that if
so, then he must have God reveal Himself moTe to his soul than He
does to others, and adds :-" Man does not first come to GOD that
he may be taught; but is first taught, that he may come to GOD.
'Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the Kingdom.'
GOD gives, and then we know. When He opens our eyes, then we
can see ;-when He loosens our tongues, we can speak ;-when
He says, Come forth, we live ;-and when He commands us to be
of good comfort, we can rej Dice. GOD is first in all the works of
creation and providence. He is all in nature, all in grace, and all
in glory. 'Without Me, ye can do nothing.' Thus, if you would
deny yourselves, pray, resolve, love, believe, or know more than
others-it can only be by the gracious revelation of GOD to your
mental powers. All the difIerence that exists between man and
man, is only from the LORD of HOSTS, Who is wonderful in counsel.
You may cast the net on any side of the ship of eminence of religious
excellence, but He only can enclose it with blessing. Thus you
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may be taught to acknowledge Who He is, rest on what He does,
and finally be with Him where He is; and though your journey be
attended with bitterness, yet He shall soon crown you with eternal
blessedness." These words are as true as they are sweet to the
spirit of GOD'S weary children, and they are calculated to yield
them unspeakable comfort and strength for their heavenward
pilgrimage. And looking forward to the spiritual needs of the
remaining journey, they will certainly require them and their
like.
There is a peculiar suitability in our blessed REDEEMER'S promise
here to His wayfaring disciples, which makes it blessedly acceptable
to His saints in all after ages. And it grows increasingly, in
proportion as His second Coming rapidly approaches. The
prospect held out to the faith of His gracious followers-" Where
I am, there shall My servant be "-is indeed a royal" feast of fat
things "-a continual banquet of which He lovingly bids them,
"Eat, 0 friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved." By
the grace of the HOLY SPIRIT acting freely upon the hearts of
believers, they hunger and thirst after nearer fellowship with their
risen, their returning LORD. And He Himself-'the KING in His
beauty-knows this, and finds unspeakable joy and satisfaction
in His blood-ransomed ·Bride, the people of His heart-as one of
them has said in her holy song ;OH, fair is the beauty of summer's first rose,
When in dews of the dawning its red leaves unclose ;
But faintly its sweetness tells, breathing abroad,
Of that PLANT of RENOWN in the garden of GOD.
And fair is the glory of moro's early star,
As it shakes its pure sheen in the azure afar;
But its rays cannot image, though softly they pour,
The sun that is shining where night is no more.
Oh, earth has no blossoming, heaven no beam,
That can aid us aright of its glories to deem;
And fancy's ideal, how feebly it paints
The KING in His beauty, adored by His saints !
The KING in His beauty! oh, heart hath not dreamed,
Not e'en on our holiest musings hath streamed
The radiant light of that glorified FaceIts. human perfection-its heavenly grace.
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The seers that once soared in the visions of GOD,
On desolate mountains, in deserts untrod,
By Chebar, by Vlai, in Patmos' drear isleThey saw Him and lived, but they trembled the while.
Ah, who, then, may look on that glorious ONE,
Or lift a calm gaze to the light of His throne 1
These eyes that are earthy and world-worn and dim,
Shall they ever be strengthened to rest upon Him 1
Oh, calm thee, poor heart! yea, be fearless and calm,
For the light thou shalt see is the light of the LAMB, .
IA1A1ANUEL'S Jlfajesty, tender and mild;
A Sun winged with healing-the TRUTH reconciled.
Amidst that Apocalypse, awful and bright,
The trace of His woes will be dear to our sight,
When the CRUCIFIED shows us His hands and His side,
We shall own the sure marks of the BROTHER that died.
Oh, earth has no blossoming, heaven no beam,
That can aid us aright of His glories to deem;
And fancy's ideal, how feebly it paints
The KING in His beauty, adored by His saints !
The KING in His beauty! oh, heart hath not dreamed,
Not e'en on our holiest musings hath streamed
The radiant light of that glorified FaceIts human perfection-its heavenly grace!

The atoning blood of the LAMB has "brought nigh" those who
aforetime were far off from our GOD, and they now dwell in blessed
nearness-the nearness of Divine one-ness, for ever and ever!
The glorified PEACEMAKER is on His throne at the right hand of
the MAJESTY on high, and in His perfect patience is putting all
things under His feet. In the certain language of inspired Scripture,
" For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet"
(1 Cor. xv. 25). This He is doing constantly---every momentand the pleasure of JEHOVAH'S purpose is uniformly prospered
in His royal hand. Around His high-uplifted throne He is gathering an ever increasing multitude of His redeemed people-in
accordance with His last intercessory prayer to the FATHER" FATHER, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be
with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou
hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the
world" (John xvii. 24). There is a majestic positiveness about
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this" I will" in our blessed REDEEMER'S request, upon which all
believers may feast with unspeakable delight. It is a spiritual
foretaste of which they may even now gratefully and praisefully
. participate. As BISHOP MOULE has devoutly said, "Let us
remember this great prototype in our thinking, praying, speaking,
about heaven. Often let us 'in heart and mind thither ascend,'
rising in the power of Scriptural revelation, used by faith, to the
unspeakable bliss and glory which indeed await the people of GOD.
Let the eternal light shine down, full and beautiful, brighter and
brighter, even 'to the perfect day,' upon the path before us.
But, if it is the true light indeed, it will not shine the path
away into an unreality. It will light up its roughest and steepest
places into what is at once a serious reality and an opportunity
full of hope. It will make our LORD'S glory, and our LORD'S
service, and 'the world' as our field of life and duty, more luminously important to us than ever. We shall remember how JESUS
in His intercession consecrated all the long track of the pilgrimage
for His people, before, and on purpose before, He opened wide,
in this closing and wonderful last word on their behalf, 'the
beautiful gate of the City.''' The perfect rest which remaineth
is an ever-present reality to the faith of the truly vigilant children
of GOD, who delight to enter more fully into an apprehension of
the things that are" laid up " by their bountiful heavenly FATHER.
" Thou art coming "Thou art coming, 0 my SAVIOUR,
Thou art coming, 0 my KING,
In Thy beauty all resplendent,
In Thy glory all-transcendent;
Well may we rej oice and sing !
Coming! In the opening east,
Herald brightness slowly swells;
Coming! 0 my glorious PRIEST,
Hear we not Thy golden bells 1
Thou art coming! Rays of glory
Through the veil Thy death has rent,
Touch the mountain and the river,
With a golden glowing quiver;
Thrill of light and music blent.
Earth is brightened when this gleam
Falls on flower and rock and stream;
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Life is brightened when this ray
Falls upon its darkest day.
Thou art coming! We are waiting
With a hope that cannot fail;
Asking not the day or hour,
Resting on Thy Word of power
Anchored safe within the veil.
Time appointed may be long,
But the vision must be sure;
Certainty shall make us strong,
Joyful patience can endure.
"Where I am, there shall also My servant be." Low, at His
dear feet, shall the blood-purchased believer bow, in profound
adoration and worship, when the LORD JESUS comes to make up
His jewels-to be glorified in His beloved saints. We are waiting,
and CHRIST Himself is waiting-patiently waiting-for that fixed
and certain Day, as the inspired ApOSTLE wrote to the Thessalonian
Church, " And the LORD direct your hearts into the love of GOD,
and into the patient waiting for CHRIST" [or, as rendered in the
margin of the text-patience of Christ). The patience of GOD'S
dear SON in waiting that appointed day and hour is, assuredly,
a perfect patience; whereas, ours is conditioned in various aspects
and particulars. " Yet we patiently wait, nor shall we be ashamed
of our hoping waitfuInesa and expectation. For ye have need of
patience, that, after ye have done the will of GOD, ye might receive
the promise. For yet a little while, and He that shall come will
come, and will not tarry" (Heb. x. 36, 37). Faith and love,
enabled by the HOLY SPIRIT, have for long ages waited their blessed
REDEEMER'S pledged advent, and myriads of saints have been
gathered into the glory on high; but the remnant that are still by
faith relying on the sure truth of the Divine Promise-" Behold,
I come quickly "-shall shortly realize the full truth of His blessed
Word, and exultantly acclaim His triumphant appearing in the
inspired words of the prophet, "Lo this is our GOD; we have
waited for Him, and He will save us: this is JEHOVAH: we have
waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation" (Isa.
xxv. 9). And then, dear fellow-believers in the LORD, we shall be
" satisfied "-perfectly and for ever satisfied in and with Him
upon Whose ~ure promise we meanwhile continue to hope.
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The Church has waited long
Her absent Lord to see;
And still in loneliness she waits,
A friendless stranger she.
Age after age has gone,
Sun after sun haa set,
And still, in weeds of widowhood,
She weeps, a mourner yet.
Come, then, Lord Jesus, come!

'.

,

Saint after saint on earth
Has lived, and loved, and died;
And as they left us one by one,
We laid them side by side.
We laid them down to sleep,
But not in hope forlornWe laid them but to ripen there
Till the last glorious morn.
Come, then, Lord J esns, come.
The serpent's brood increase,
The powers of hell grow bold,
The conflict thickens, faith is low,
And love is waxing cold.
How long, 0 Lord our God,
Holy, and true, and good,
Wilt Thou not judge Thy suffering Church,
Her sighs, and tears, and blood!
Come, then, Lord Jesus, come!
We long to hear Thy voice,
To see Thee face to face,
To share Thy crown and glory then
As now we shue Thy grace.
Should not the loving bride
The absent Bridegroom mourn?
Should she not wear the weeds of grief
Until her Lord return?
Come, then, Lord Jesus, come!

Clitton, Bristol.

THE EDITOR.

" HAVE you, for certain, a Risen Saviour-not only an immortal
&aviour, but a Risen One? Then your own prospect, as you are His
members, is not only immortality, it is resurrection. Mysteries unfathomable may surround the fact, but they leave the fact untouched
in the midst. Not in figure, not in parable, but in deed, the believer's
body aa well as spirit shall inherit the bliss of heaven. 'Wherefore
comfort one another with these words.' "-Bislwp M Du/e.
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POWER FROM ON HIGH.
"And, beholii, I send the promise of My Father upon you: but
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with po'WfJr
from on high."-LUJrE xxiv. 49.

POWER! This is what the Lord's people need, and the powerstation is on high. The source of all power is God Himself. " He
giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no might He
increaseth strength." To Him then we must look if we would be
clothed with power. "We have no might against this great.
company," said Jehoshaphat, "but our eyes are upon Thee."
" In Thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able
to withstand Thee ~" The power which the Lord bestows upon
His people is the power of the Holy Ghost. They are" strengthened
with might [power] by His Spirit in the inner man." It is of this
power that our risen Lord speaks when He bids His disciples to
tarry in the city of Jerusalem until they be' endued with power
from on high. He knew their weakness, timidity, and fear. He
knew the forces of evil which they would be called upon to confront,
and before sending them forth on their great mission He promised
to equip them with power.
Observe that the power which He promised was the POU;eT with
which He Himself had been endued. He could say, "The Spirit of
the Lord God is upon Me." "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with power," the result being that He
" went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the
devil." The earthly ministry of our Lord was carried on in the
power of the Holy Ghost. At His baptism the Holy Ghost
descended upon Him, and "being full of the Holy Ghost," He
" returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness." Subsequently He "returned in the power of the Spirit
into Galilee . . . and He taught in their synagogues, being glorified
of all." He was anointed with the Holy Ghost" to preach good
tidings unto the meek ... to bind up the broken-hearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to
them that are bound." "By the Spirit of God" He cast out
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devils, and "through the eternal Spirit" He" offered Himself
without spot to God." Thus His prophetic and His priestly work
were done in the power of the Spirit, and it is this power which He
promised to His people when He was about to ascend to His Father.
If He, as Man, was endued with" power from on high," how much
more is such power needed by His people. Blessed be God, the
members of His mystical body partake of the unction of Him Who
is " the Head of the body, the Church." They have" an unction'
from the Holy One," and "the anointing" which they have
"received of Him" abideth in them. He received the promised
gift from the Father, and poured it forth on His people (Acts ii. 33).
Thus " the precious ointment" flows down from the Head to the
members.
Notice next that the power promised was power tor testimony.
" Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be My witnesses, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judrea,
and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts i.
8, R.v.). The Apostles and others were promised power, and then
being endued with the power of the Holy Ghost, they were to be
Christ's witnesses, bearing testimony to the precious truths of the
Gospel. They were not to begin their testimony until they received
power. Their Lord, Who knew their weakness, expressly commanded
them to "tarry" in the city of Jerusalem until they were endued
with power from on high. They had the treasure of the Gospel in
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power might be of God
and not of them. They had need to say, as they thought of the
great work to which they were called, "Who is sufficient for these
things? " but the promised gift of the Holy Ghost would enable
them to answer, "Our sufficiency is of God." What need there is
to-day for all the Lord's witnesses to pause before engaging in any
work for the Lord, in order that they may seek for a fresh enduement
of the Spirit's power. In these days of hurry and bustle there is
great danger that we may neglect to " wait for the promise of the
Father." Waiting upon God for power is essential if our testimony,
whether written or spoken, is to be efficient. The Apostles recognized this, and hence they said, "We will give ourselves continually
to prayer, and to the ministry of the Word" (Acts vi. 4). Prayer
first, then testimony. No wonder that we read, "With great power
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gave the- apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus"
(Acts iv. 33). The Apostle Paul felt his need of this power when he
wrote, " Whereunto I also labour, striving according to His working,
which worketh in me mightily" (Col. i. 29). Hence his preaching
" was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and of power." Whether our opportunities for testimony be great or small, let us first look up for power before we make
use of them.
The power promised may further be described as regenerating,
quickening, and saving power.
The power from on high is not only needed to equip the messenger,
but also to accompany the message. The word spoken needs to
be brought home to the heart and conscience of the hearer. His
heart needs to be opened that he may attend unto the things that
are spoken. "The natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned." Spiritual
eyesight is needed to see spiritual things. The sinner must be
convicted of sin and awakened by the mighty power of the Holy
Ghost ere he will welcome the saving truths of the Gospel. When
Peter preached on the day of Pentecost, he preached in the power
of the Holy Ghost, and that same power accompanied his message,
so that his hearers" were pricked in their heart, and said . . . Men
and brethren, what shall we do ~" The result was that" they that
gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand souls." How was it
that blessing attended the ministry of the Apostle Paul at Thessalonica ~ He himself gives the answer when he says, "Our Gospel
came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance" (1 Thess. i. 5). So, in describing
a lengthened period of his ministry, he tells the people of God in
Rome that Christ had made the Gentiles obedient, "through
mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God"
(Rom. xv. 18, 19). How needful then that the Lord's witnesses
should pray for the power of the Spirit to accompany the word
preached! Saving faith is the gift of God the Holy Ghost. Men
will only" believe to the saving of the soul" as the result of " the
working of His mighty power" in their hearts (Ephes. i. 19). "This
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is the word of the Lord ... Not by might, nor by power, but by
My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts."
This power is also a sanctifying power.
By the power of the Holy Ghost the believer is sanctified and set
apart from the world, and enabled to walk in newness of life.
" And every virtue we possess,
And every victory won,
And every thought of holiness,
Are His alone! "
It is through the Spirit that believers are enabled to "mortify
the deeds of the body." All spiritual fruit is through His indwelling
power (Gal. v. 22, 23). All conquest of evil is through His strength.
"Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh"
(Gal. v. 16). If we are to " stand against the wiles of the devil,"
we must "be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might."
We are" kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation,
ready to be revealed in the last time."
That power is the indwelling and keeping power of God the Holy
Ghost. To Him we may well pray ;\
" Conduct us safe, conduct us far
From every sin and hurtful snare;
Lead us to Christ the living Way,
Nor let us from His pastures stray.
" Lead us to holiness, the road
That we must take to dwell with God ;
Lead us to God, our final rest,
To be with Him for ever blessed! "
Finally; the power from on high is a sustaim:ng mid comforting
power. Trials many a.re the lot of God's redeemed people, and they
need comfort and support. Their God is "the Father of mercies
and the God of all comfort." Their Saviour is " the Consolation"
of Israel, literal and spiritual, and the Holy Ghost is " Another
Comforter" Who abides with them for ever. Let us often tarry,
dear fellow-believers, at the throne of grace, that we may obtain
fresh experiences of the enabling, reviving, sanctifying, and support·
ing power of God the Holy Ghost.
" Eternal Spirit, by Whose power
Are burst the bands of death,
On our cold hearts Thy blessings shower,
And stir them with Thy breath.
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" 'Tis Thine to point the heavenly way,
Each rising fear control,
.And with a warm, enlivening ray
To melt the icy sonl.
" 'Tis Thine to cheer us when distressed,
To raise us when we fall,
·To calm the doubting, troubled breast,
And aid when sinners call.
" 'Tis Thine to bring God's sacred Word,
And write it on our heart ;
There its reviving truths record,
And there its peace impart.
" Almighty Spirit, visit thus
Our hearts, and guide our ways;
Pour down Thy quickening grace on us,
And tune our lips to praise."-(Bathurst.)

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

TRUTH is lasting, and ever full of blessing; for the Jews observe
that those letters which signify truth, are both in the figure and the
number quadrate, firm, and cubical; these signify a foundation and
an abode for ever. Whereas, on the other side, the word which in
Hebrew signifies" a lie," is made of letters whose numbers are imperfect,
and their figure pointed and voluble; to signify that a lie hath no
foundation.-Bishop Taylor.
THE Church is the safest society in the world. A kingdom, it is, a
city, a family,. a house, which the power of hell and the world can
never prevail against. Nor are these boasting words, in whatever
distressed condition it may be in this world, but the faithful sayings of
God. Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of this society, when He was
entering into His sufferings, to manifest that He did it by His own
will and choice, and was not necessitated to it by the power of men,
affirms that, on one request, His Father wonld send" more than twelve
legions of angels" (Matt. xxvi. 53): more angels than there were
soldiers in the whole Roman Empire, whereof everyone could destroy
an armv in an hour, as one did that of Sennacherib; and when all
these belong to the communion of the Church, if the least evil be
attempted against it, beyond or besides the will of God, they are all
in readiness to prevent it, and revenge it. They continually watch
against Satan and the world, to keep all the concerns of the Church
within the bounds and limits of the Divine will and pleasure. They
'have a charge over all their fellow-servants in the blessed family, to
take care of them in all their ways. Let us not fear the ruin of the
Church, whilst there is an innumerable company of angels belonging
to it.-Dr. Owen.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" .There was a man sent fl'om God, whose name was John. The same
came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through
Him might believe."-JoHN i. 6. 7,
JOHN the Baptist was given to the aged priest Zacharias and his
wife Elisabeth by a miracle, and when the promise of a son in their
old age was made to them, it was accompanied by the declaration:
" And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at
his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall
drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the
Holy Ghost, even from bis mother's womb. And many of the children
of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before
Him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to
make ready a people prepared for the Lord." The angel told Zacharias
that this child was to be called John; and we read that when Elisabeth's
neighbours and cousins would have called his name" Zacharias, after
the name of his father," "his mother answered and said, Not so;
but he shall be called John." They again argued that none of his
kinsmen were so called, and the matter was referred to Zacharias,
who, according to the angel's word, had been" dumb, and not able to
speak, until thc day that these things shall be performed, because
thou belie vest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season."
Readily did the aged parent by signs intimate his wish" for a writing
table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And tjley marvelled
all." This is all delightful reading, full of interest and fulfilment of
prophecy.
How contrary was John's after career to what man would have
mapped out! John came not as a star of the first magnitude, but
rather as a comet whose appearance and disappearance were almost
simultaneous. How different are God's ways from man's. This dear
servant of the Coming One, this herald of the glad tidings, was banished
to the wilderness! "And John was clothed with camel's hair, and
with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild
honey." According to the prophecy of Isaiah, he was" the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, and make
His paths straight." To him the people of the land of Judooa " went
out and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing
their sins."
And this was the appointed career of the Lord's dear messenger,
who was sent before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways. No
noise, no excitement, no revival such as man would devise, but just
one humble-hearted lonely stranger, content to be banished, content
to be " the voice" only, telling forth the glorious Gospel of the Redeemer's coming Kingdom-a Kingdom truly" not of this world,"
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the King of which was meek and lowly, "born King," and yet a
homeless Stranger, "despised and rejected of men."
John also was as a pilgrim-stranger in the desert-world, and was not
what the people expected. "What went ye out into the wilderness
to see 1 " asked our Lord, " A reed shaken with the wind 1 But what
went ye out for to see 1 A man clothed in soft raiment 1 Behold,
they that wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. But what went ye
ont for to see 1 A prophet 1 Yea, I say unto you, and more than a
prophet. For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send My
messenger before Thy face, which shall prepare Thy way before Thee."
John was all that his Lord intended he should be. Man looks upon
the outward appearance; the Lord looketh upon the heart. And His
dear sent servant was fully equipped and qualified for his Divinely
appointed mission. John was " filled with the Spirit," and had very
exalted views of his blessed Lord and Master. He was the" altogether
lovely" One in the Baptist's adoring eyes. Hence his ready exclamation: "Behold the Lamb of God," uttered on the first of the three
occasions when he saw Jesus; and one inclines to believe that he saw
what was veiled from the other ilisciples. What a glad all-compensating
sight for this dear messenger, after his lonely life in the desert. "Behold!" he cries out of a full heart, and points to Him, God's Lamb,
slain in purpose from the foundation of the world and now "in the
fulness of time" come to be " the Lamb of God that taketh away the
sin of the world." "This is He of Whom I said, After me cometh
a Man Which is preferred before me: for He was before me. . . . And
I saw and bare record that this is the Son of God."
"The next day" John was favoured with another view of Jesus,
and his heart was still full of the same blessed truth. "And looking
upon Jesus as He walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb 0/ God." There
was an eternity in that short sentence. It spoke all God's salvation.
It pointed to the one Saviour, the Holy One, the spotless sinless Victim.
"The great First, Last, Beginning, End,
No stretcb of thought can comprebendIn wonder lost, let us adore
That Name whicb angels can't explore."
There was yet reserved for this dear servant a third visit from his
Lord. He had been declaring the need of repentance, and the sure
coming of Him "Whose fan is. in His hand, and He will throughly
purge His floor, and will gather the wheat into His garner; but the
chaff He will burn with fire unquenchable." John showed his hearers
how he indeed "baptized with water unto repentance: but He that
cometh after me is mightier than I, Whose shoes I am not worthy to
bear: He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire."
" Then" (there is a note of time, and all Jesus' visits are timed) " then
cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of
him. But John forbad Him, saying, I have need to be baptized of
Thee, and comest Thou to me 1" We know how Jesus answered
His humble servant, and" fulfilled all righteousness" in the work of
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the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: "Thus it becometh us." "And
Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the water:
and 10, the heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him: - and 10, a voice
from- heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well
pleased." Thus John saw Jesus for the third time and was favoured
to hear the heavenly voice of Divine approval: "This is My beloved
Son." No wonder John was content to "decrease" if so be that
" He must increase." It was all in the working out of that gracious
and grace-bringing scheme of redemption.
" And I knew Him not," said the banished forerunner! Even
this utterance was in all humility and unmurmuring submission to
the Divine will. He preached Jesus; testified of His coming; and
insisted upon the doctrine of repentance. "And I knew Him not"
- so far as the earthly vision was concerned; yet was Jesus specially
manifested to him sh9rtly after this. This was a rich compensation;
otherwise what a Divine mystery is it that he, who seven hundred
years before was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah as " the voice of him
that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God," who was named of God
before his birth, who was" filled with the Holy Ghost even from his
mother's womb," should pass his days in the desert and preach Jesus
to the few who. came out to him there. And all the time John
was preaching of Christ, he saw Him not! Oh, the supreme --and
sovereign will of God! How unsearchable are His ways! How past
finding out! How profoundly deep His counsels! How like "a
great deep" His thoughts, which, however, He knows towards His
children, and when unfolded are" thoughts of peace and not of evil,
to give them an expected end -" !
Jesus had a set time for appearing unto His servant John, when He
would set His stamp of approval on that witness's testimony of Him.
" And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levite~
from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou 1 And he confessed, and
denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. And they asked
him, What then 1 Art thou Elias 1 And he saith, I am not. Art
thou that prophet 1 And he answered, No. Then said they unto
him, Who art thou 1 that we may give an answer to them that sent us_
What sayest thou of thyself 1 He said, I am the voice of one crying
in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the
prophet Esaias."
It was after this declaration and testimony as to who he was and
Whom he preached that Jesus set His Divine approval on him. "The
next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him"! How like Jesus to grant
His faithful sorely-tried servant a view of Himself in His Person.
'" Behold," exclaims John with a heart full of joy, love and adoration.
He must declare Him. He could but cry, " Behold the Lamb of God! "
This is He! This is the Man of Whom I have declared;" Whose
shoe's latehet I am not wOl:thy to unloose." ".He it is, Who coming
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after me is preferred before me, for He was before me." I have been
only" the voice "-and now let even that be hidden, lost, absorbed in
the beauteous Person before us. Only the voice! Brethren, there is
marked teaching for you and me in that reply of John's, showing us as
it does not only his hnmility, bnt the fact that he recognized that he
was wholly of the Spirit. It was his Spirit-filled life that declared he
was but the voice, and that the voice of the Spirit declaring the Coming
One. It was a Divine message flowing through a cleansed earthen
vessel. The Spirit's work is sovereign. He will work and none shall
let Him. He chooses His own methods and will accomplish His own
-ends, and fail not-" The wind bloweth where it listeth."
Then, again, there is the fact that this beloved forerunner of our·
Lord was permitted to do no great work. "John did no miracle."
But this also was of the Holy Spirit. He was held back, restrained.
He was to be only " the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the Lord," with no other demonstration of Divine power.
Such was the will of God, and John knew thereby that he "must
decrease" and his Lord" increase." "It pleased the Father that in
Him should all fulness dwell." Our Lord chose to work miracles.
He would still have been Divine without them; but it pleased Him to
show forth His power as the Divine Healer going" about doing good."
Miracles were, so to speak, a Divinely added glory to the Son of Man.
And thus the Father attested and approved the work of His Son and
set Him forth to be heir of all things. "He must increase." And
what a blessed testimony it was that the disciples of John uttered:
" John did no miracle, but all things that John spake concerning this
Man were true "-" He must increase." John's message was stamped
with heaven's royal seal and approval. Jesus was" believed on in
the world." All that the forerunner had declared of Him was true
indeed!
And now he who said he must decrease, is to disappear. The star
has shoue iu the dark night. It has guided the traveller on his way.
It has accomplished the Divine end, and now its little light must fade
away. John's ministry must cease when Jesus is manifested. The
Sun of Righteousness has arisen and dispelled the darkness of night.
In all things it behoved Him to have the pre-eminence (Col. i. 18).
John is content that it should be so. Jesus must increase. For the
simple matter of declaring against an ugly sin-that of Herod's taking
to himself his brother Philip's wife-John is cast into prison. No
chance had brought this ill to God's beloved servant, although His
methods of dealing are ofttimes very mysterious. It was the time
ordained for John's work to cease and for Jesus to begin His ministry.
John's imprisonment is among the things" too hard" for us. Yet
faith rests satisfied that" God is faithful, just and kind," and hereafter
will explain these present mysteries. Sure we are His unerring wisdom
permitted it. The set time had come; and whatever the means used
to bring it ahout, John must decrease. The" voice" had proclaimed
its message, it had been heard " crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye
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the way of the Lord," and now the time has come for none to be seen
save" Jesus only." The enemy's prison hides the prophet, of whom
his Lord had approvingly declared, " There hath not risen a greater
than John the Baptist."
Did John know his Lord said this of him 1 It might have been
gladly conveyed to him in prison by some of his friends. But be that
as it may, John was content to suffer for Jesus' sake. One likes to
think that John had seen much of that Divine Man, in the essence of
His moral glory, which was veiled at that time from the other disciples.
It was true that when they heard John's exclamation they left John
and followed Jesus. They fOlmd that" good thing" out of Nazareth!
There was an all-attracting power in that solitary Stranger; but John
drank more deeply into the glorious grace of His Person at that time.
Perhaps the reason for this is not far to seek. His dear servant's
career was nearly ended, and ere he was cast into prison he was allowed
such a view of the spotless Lamb of God as would last bis soul and
lonely heart through the following dark and suffering days. And for
another rel\son which has often been perplexing and caused thoughts
to arise in our hearts. Our beloved Pastor once remarked, he could
not understand Jesus not visiting His dear servant in prison, but where
Scripture was silent, he was dumb. From prison two of John's
disciples were sent to Jesus with the question, " Art Thou He tbat
should come or look we for al).other 1" They had gone to the prison
and told John of a wonderful Man Who was ma1.-ing a great stir by
healing the sick and working miracles amongst the people. They ha<1not seen the glory John had been favoured with. Perhaps they were
amongst those expectant ones who looked for an earthly King, a ruling
Messiah, and were disappointed in this despised Nazarene. " Whence
hath this man learning 1 " asked some. "Is not this the carpenter's
son 1 " asked others. "He humbled Himself" and so had no place
in their understanding. The Lord did not rebuke. He turned and
worked more miracles; demonstrated His Divine power; declared
thus His Godhead, and then said, " Go your way, and tell John what
things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor
the Gospel is preached. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be
offended in Me." Was not this spoken rather for those around Him
than as a message for John 1 The Lord knew His dear imprisoned
servant's heart. He was not" offended in" Jesus. It was for those
standing by who daily witnessed His powers of healing and cleansing
and who" reasoned in their hearts, Whence hath this man wisdom 1 "
If this were the Christ, He would declare Himself plainly and we should
see His glory! Such is carnal reasoning. "Blessed is he that shall
not be offended in Me "-the, despised Jesus, the Man of Sorrows, the
solitary One without a home, Who had" no where to lay His head,"
and Who sought some desert place or mountain slope for His night's
vigil with His heavenly Father. He included His beloved servant and
forerunner among the" blessed" ones who were not offended in Him.
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And Jesus SOl'rpwed for His dear friend who yielded up his life in a
heathen monarch's prison. When John was beheaded we read how
.. The disciples . . . took up the body, buried it, and went and told
Jesus." And immediately following the sorrowful news we read,
.. And Jesus said, Come' ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and
rest awhile." So the Master entered into the weariness and Sorrow of
His disciples' hearts and joined company with them as the sympathizing
Saviour.
John's work was finished. .. Man is immortal till his work is done."
He had heralded the glad tidings of the coming of Him Whose Kingdom
was to be .. an everlasting Kingdom." He had borne witness to the
Light, had believed in that Light, had seen the light of God beaming
in the face of that· .. well-beloved Son," .. the Holy One of IsraeL"
And now he sees Him in the light of Immanuel's Land, of which" the
Lamb is all the glory." He is for ever gazing. at Him. He has been
beholding Him these well-l!igh two thousand years. He is yet feasting
hi.s eyes upon the spotless .. Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin
of the world," in that land where tlie inhabitantsH See His face,
.
And never, never sin,

And from the river of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in. 11

John understands all mysteries now! He has had unfolded to.him
the .. hereafter" of his Lord's doings on earth which he understood
not at the time. He who laid do\vn his life in the cause of his dear Lord
has long since realized the sweet promises, .. Because 1 live, ye shall
live also"; .. He that believeth in Me shall never die'."
The words of Tersteegen might well be the language of John the
Baptist :-'
.. I had passed from midnight of· my prison
Forth into the day;
Lo 1 again His mighty hand hath touched me,
Touched the eyes so dim;
Radiant in the noontide of His heaven,
Look they now on Him.
Where He is, I see Him and I know Him:
Where He is, I am;

In the Light that is the Love eternal
Light that is the Lamb."

R.

HE ·to whom God.is all, has possession enough, though he possesses
not a foot breadth. Faith hath its inheritance in the invisible world,
and possesses the future already in the present.-Gerok.
THE Hebrews have a saying that God is more delighted in adverbs
than in nouns: it is not so much the matter that is done, but the manner
how it is done, that God minds. Not how much, but how well! It
is the well-doing that meets with a well-done. Let us therefore serve
God, not nominally or verbally, but adverbially.-Venning.
22
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. D. A. D9UDNEY, M.A.

,

THE Home-call of the late Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, M.A., Rector of
Hatford, Berks, will naturally recall the honoured name of his beloved
father, who,.·for upwards of fifty years, edited Toplady's GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, in the pages of which the late Mr. DOUDNEY himself used
to contribute articles-often of a descriptive character-regularly and
interestingly. His closing illness was, as we observed last month, of
only twelve days' continuance; and to his sOITowing widow and family
we tender our sincere Christian condolences. During Mr. DOUDNEY'S
well-known ministerial work in Cumberland where, at Carlisle, he
laboured for-we believe- seventeen years, the sainted Dr. Waldegrave
appointed him one of his Chaplains, and he used frequently to travel
in the Diocese in the various parishes which the beloved Bishop
officially visited. Well do we recall his attending, with the dear
. Diocesan, the" consecration" of the little church at Wythop, near
Keswick, which we were instrumental in building in 1865, during our
charge of that Parish.. After the lamented death of Bishop Waldegrave,
Mr. DOUDNEY'S labours lay for some years at Ore, near Hastings,
when the Simeon Trustees presented him to the Rectory of Hatford,
near Faringdon, which he held to the close of his life. Here he worked
indefatigably, and his Gospel ministry was owned to precious souls.
The following touching tributes to hiS memory, one of which is penned
in affectionate memory by his dear sister, Mrs. Adams, and the second
by dear Miss Pool, better known to our readers as " Nettie "-will be
perused with sincere appreciation by very many. Mrs. Adams
writes:DEAR MR. ORMISTONIT is with real though melancholy pleasure I sit down to accede to
your request to give you a little sketch of my dear brother David's
early days.
His son, the Rev. Charles Doudney of Bath, has promised to write
an account of him for the July number of our GOSPEL MAGAZINE. He
will be able to tell you more of the last days of his beautiful life and
the closing scenes, for I was not able to be ·with him then.
But oh! as memory goes back over nearly seventy years of blessed
friendship and love for him, one is surprised at the flight of time!
Never during all those years can I remember one shadow in our love
for each other, not even one hasty word ever passed between us. His
was one of the most beautiful Christlike lives I have ever known.
In a letter from my youngest son in Canada, speaking of his uncle
he said-" Do you remember when he preached grandfather's funeral
sermon, you said-' ·Every word uncle said might have been about
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himself'?" He was so like his father, the same gentle peace-loving
nature-his one thought how to glorify his Master and to live for
others. I was the next to him in age, the eldest, of the second family,
and I looked up to, and revered him from chil<':lcIood-his word was
law to us children. We never dreamt of disputing anything he said
and this has continued; his influence and advice have been the
greatest possible help to me through life. His wise kind letters, how
one misses them already!
We went over to Ireland to join our father in 1849. He was then
in Templemore, Tipperary, working hard amongst the poor faminestricken people. The scenes he went through turned his hair white.
You know he had such a tender loving heart, but what he did for the
poor people was wonderful. He collected £5()() for their relief from
friends in England.
From Tcmplemore, after his ordination, father was sent to a small
curacy at Annestown, a pretty little village on the sea coast, and from
there we went to Bonmahon; Co. Waterford, where a part of dear
father's great life work was done. He had edited the GOSPEL
MAGAZINI! for some years previously; but it was here Old J onathan
first saw the light and it grew rapidly into favour; it had not many
competitors; only the British Workman and the Band 0/ Hope and some
of the Religious Tract Society periodicals were in existence then.
Father waB so distressed at the poverty and destitution of the people
around him that he longed to do something for them. He started
printing schools for men and boys, whilst my mother began embroidery
schools for girls, and they soon with their quick Irish cleverness earned
their own livelihoods at home instead of being hard at work in the
fields all day.
In this and every other good work my brother David helped, particularly when Dr. Gill's' COInmentary was reprinted. The labour and
time involved in reproducing that great work was iInmense. English
workmen were brought over to teach the poor Irish lads printing.
When one looks at those six great volume's one understands a little
the labour that was involved. Our dear brother had a great deal of
influence amongst the men. Several owed their after success in life
to him. He was meanwhile carrying on his own studies under the
village schoolmaster who happened to be a very clever man. His
health was too delicate for him to be sent away to school. How
marvellously he must have worked and with what good abilities, for he
went direct from his home and entered as a student at Triuity College,
Dublin, where he afterwards graduated in honours in mathematics.
But the great change in his life took place when he was about 16
or 17. He was invited over to England on a visit to our uncle. Mr.
Densham of Plymouth. He was looking forward to this with much
pleasure but no sooner had he arrived than by some accident he
sprained his ankle badly and was confined to his couch. His visit
was spoiled and all' his hopes were dashed to the ground, but this
affiiction was made by God's Holy Spirit the means of his conversion;
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for the disappointment and frustration of his earthly hopes showed
him clearly the vanity of all things here, and from that time a work
of grace began in his soul.
I was speaking of this incident lately to my cousin, Mr. Edward
Densham; he said he "remembered it perfectly." He was so shocked
to hear of my brother's death, but only a few weeks have passed, and
he too has been called away, so suddenly and unexpectedly do earth's
changes come.
In 1859 we left Ireland. My father had endured a series of perseeutions from the Romanists, incited thereto by their priests. One of
the National schoolmasters had become entirely changed through our
father's preaching, and this excited their rage. The schoolmaster had
to fly from the country, and from that time our father's life was
threatened. Some letters were sent telling him his coffin was made
and his grave dug. I could not describe our terror as children for
fear someone should shoot at him.
For months he bore it bravely but at last our parents felt they could
not go on, so we came over to England, other reasons having helped
them to decide to leave Ireland. In God's wondrous leading, father
was offered the living of St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol, and there
we all settled in a 'house close to the church, which was soon to ·be
built, and a wonderful work began which as you know went on for
many years.
My brother at this time spent only his College vacations in Bristol.
In 1863 he was ordained to the curacy of Stanwix, Carlisle, and there
I spent some happy time with him. Stanwix was a lovely suburb of
Carlisle, just across the river Eden; it is always associated in my memory
with the very interesting people who lived there, the Wordsworths
(a son of the poet), and Mr. and Mrs. Head, of Bickerby, whose cousin
my brother afterwards married.
Bishop Waldegrave had been recently appointed to the See of Carlisle
and he quickly gathered round him a number of godly men. My
brother was made one of his chaplains and accom'panied him on his
tours through his diocese. How well I remember him and his sweet
wife at Rose Castle; two children had lately been born to them and
she told me they came as "lights· to their dwelling." A contrast to
Archbishop Tait who lost foUl' children from scarlet fever when he was
Dean of Carlisle. He and Mrs. Tait and their son Crawford paid a visit
to their graves in Stanwix Churchyard when I was there and he
preached in the Cathedral from the words" Jesus wept"; it showed to
Whom their thoughts were turning in their sore bereavement.
.My brother was a beautiful preacher, clear, lucid and to the point;
one could not easily forget his sermons, his voice was clear and his
delivery good. He was very musical and often helped in the training
of his choir. He taught them the Tonic Sol-fa system and I remember
when on an excursion to the Lakes their singing was beautiful. He
was most regular and systematic in his visiting, and it was wonderful
how God blessed him in his arguments with atheists and others. I
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paid· him a second visit in 1869 after his marriage to Miss Fry. By
this time he had been the means of building St. J ames', Carlisle, a
beautifnl church, and close by was the vicarage where he lived with
his dear wife an active busy life, with young children growing up
around. But I must leave his son to finish the story. My letter has
I am afraid extended beyond its limits.· But it has been such a joy to
me -to write this tribute to my brother's beloved memory.
Believe me,
She/don, Leamington,
Yours very sincerely,
May 8th, 1912.
EMILY AnAMS.
A

LOVING

MEMORIAL.

DEAR MR. ORMISTON,

I should like to send a few words in loving appreciation of the late
Rev. D. A. Doudney. Although I saw little of him personally, yet
the few privileged short interviews and occasional correspondence
inspired so much real and deep esteem, that I would fain pay a brief
but heartfnl tribute to his memory.
My first sight of him was when I was a child at school near Bristol,
when he came to preach for his beloved father at St. Luke's, Bedminster.
I remember his slender, youthfnl figUI'e and face, and how instructive
his sermon was. He was always an interesting personality to the
hearers of Dr. Doudney, from the fact of his dear father so often relating
the circumstances of the death of his first wife and all his children, with
the one exception, and how he clung to his father at the funeral of the
last, looking up in his face saying, "Not going to bmy me too, father 1 "
That was the father's tie to life and desire to be spared for the tiny
son's sake. So he grew up; loved by his brothers and sisters, and the
joy of his father. I recall how very earnestly and thoughtfully one
of his sisters spoke who had resided with him, saying that the impression
of his most consistent godly family life would never fade from her
memory, and that to live in his household was to see a perfect Christian
character. He was so firm, yet so gentle.
My next reminiscence is of a very kind letter written after the
publication of the memoir of his dear father, in which he wrote so
warmly of him, and was so gratefnl for any appreciations of him. As
if I ever could have written half enough about" the dear old doctor,"
as we always affectionately called him. Since that time, brief interviews when he came very, very occasionally to Bristol, to preach at
St. Luke's, Bedminster, and once to the Clifton Conference, have been
my only opportunities of speaking to him. And the few exceedingly
kind friendly letters and Christian greetings have sustained the reverential friendship I always felt. He had a very winning personality that
endeared him to all, and made one feel at once that one knew him
quite well..
I was privileged. to hear his last sermon in St. Luke's, Bedminster,
on the occasion of the jubilee last year.on March 15th, when he. preached
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from Hebrews i. 10, 11, 12, dwelling for a brief time upon the earthly
changes contrasted with the unchangeableness of J ehovah. He then
reverted to the opening of the church, wmch he recollected, and about
wmch he had so many interesting reminiscences. I tmnk he felt the
solemnity and pathos of it all deeply-the then and the now; so few
there who met on the first occasion, so many gathered to the Happy
Land. But he was very bright and cheerful afterwards when he came
from the vestry, and had a little talk. In a letter wmch I saw afterwards, he mentioned that a lady was present at the service who probably
heard his first sermon at St. Luke's, and now she had heard his last
sermon there. Evidently from tms he had some premonitions of ms
approaching Home-call. His fruitful ministry and influence were
evidenced in the beautiful, simple pastoral notes he gave us at one
time in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, wmch so many readers appreciated.
" The Lord's Name be praised for ms testimony," wrote ms beloved
father on hearing ms son's first sermon in St. Luke's Church on Sunday
evening, June 15th, 1862 (see Retureings and Renewings, p. 210).
And it was a very, very sweet close to his earthly pilgrimage that the
last words from ms dying lips, just before he passed away, were, "Thank
God." God was in all ms thoughts to the very end. Painful though
the last days must have been from the severe operation, yet the gentle
life was still mindful of the Lord's innumerable benefits, and the
parting words of the sufferer were praise and gratitude, " Thank God."
Now he has joined the bright host above, and with ms sainted father,
and so many we hold dear, is understanding more and more how
sublime, how blessed, how joyful it is to be in Christ for life, for death,
and for glory. We too would endorse ms last words, and say, " Thank
God." Thank God for such a sweet, consistent, faithful, lovable,
fruitful life. Yes, and thank God, too, for taking mm to Himself,
sparing mm further pain of body and inevitable anxiety in these last
days of terrible unrest and concern all over the world. He was
" counted worthy to escape the things wmch are coming on tms earth."
Thank God for mm. He gave lllm, He took mm, and He will restore
mm on the bright Resurrection morning, when we shall all rejoice
together in " the life of the world to come." May God comfort ms dear
, widow and sons and daughters, with all who loved mm, by tms sweet
; contemplation of eternal re-union in glory.
Warmest Christian regards, dear Mr. Ormiston, from
Yours very sincerely,
13, CHESTERFIELD ROAD,
ANNIE POOL.
May 13th, 1912.
WHEN we trust in frames and feelings, as soon as they are gone
the soul is discouraged and dejected; but when we trust in God's
promises, which are always the same, then it is we are right; and a
sense of God's unchanging love toward us, proceeding from such trust,
fires our souls with a continual love toward Him.-Romaine.
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StrnuJns aub jl.otes of ,SttmOus.
LOSS OF THE "TITANIC."
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
RECTOR OF ST. MARY-I,E-PORT, BRISTOL. ON THURSDAY,
APRIL 18TH, 1912.
" He casteth forth Hu ice like morsels: who can stand before Hu cold?
He sendeth out Hu Word, and melteth them: He causeth Hu wind
to blow, and the waters flOW."-PSALM cxlvii. 17, 18.
DEAR FRIENDS, "They that go down to the sea in ships, that do
business in great waters; these see the works of the Lord, and His
wonders in the deep," speaks the Word of God, and we wish so far as
we realize the mystery to put our hand and seal to the truth of the
declaration. Our Psalm celebrates the works of God in creation, and
His methods in Providence.
Some years ago we considered the two words we have in verses 12
and 20, the repetition of the Divine Name, J ehovah, "Praise the
Lord" -in the original, " J ehovah," - and between these two records
of the Name of J ehovah we considered ten definite reasons assigned,
within the compass of these verses, for offering to Jehovah the praise
of His people, like ten strings of a mysterious harp elaborating the
theme. We on!y had time to enumerate a few, and this evening we
turn to these two verses, expecting to have the continuation of God's
favour as we contemplat~ His works. "I will sing a new song unto
Thee, 0 God: upon a psaltery and instrument of ten strings will I
sing praises unto Thee" (Ps. cxliv. 9).
We have this evening, in returning to this portion of God's Word,
to remark on the solemn occasion which invites us to a contemplation
of it. We have been subjected to an awfnl visitation at God's hands.
AIl you all know, the largest ship afloat left our shores on her first
voyage less than ten days ago in the proud belief that she was unsinkable; but swiftly, with only a few hours warning, the end cameand the mind shrinks from dwelling on the appalling magnitude of the
disaster. The number of sonls on board was between two and three
thousand, in charge, as far as human methods were concerned, of the
Captain. But" God reigneth," and He Himself was on high watching
every motion of that vessel day and night. The call into eternity
came suddenly to over sixteen hundred of our fellow-creatures! God
knew every son! on board and He knew the spiritual condition of
each one. We dare not specn!ate on that great issue, we leave that
for the great day of all to declare. We know this that the Lord's
judgment will be righteous and strictly in accordance with truth.
I would call your attention to four points in our text-1st His
ice-2nd His cold-3rd His Word-and 4th His wind. All the words
of the Holy Ghost are chosen, and recorded and preserved by
Him, therefore note well the word His. God claims in this His
Holy Word that these agencies are at His command, as He u the
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Sovereign Possessor of them all, oh that we might by grace appreciate
this Divine Proprietorship. He is responsible for what man would
call the natural results of the agencies of these creatures. His iceWhat is ice but a congeries of drops of water congealed and crystallized
according to their Maker's design-all the details of it according to
His most sovereign will. "He casteth forth His ice like morsels."
He may, as in this most awful recent event, heap up the treasures
of ice till the spring comes round, and He unbinds these masses and
lets them free to float on the ocean, subject to His governing hand.
God takes all responsibility in the sending forth of His icebergs, they
go on the errands of their Master. These had travelled in the sea a
considerable distance, and were no longer in size what they had
been when they started on their eventful journey, but the danger of
them was not reduced in consequence. The waters too; were what
God made them, and their temperature what God willed it to be, and
these huge icebergs floated on in their majesty, though less formidable perhaps to look upon than they might have been, than many
had been, but again precisely according to God's will. They are His
servants to do His sovereign will, as it pleaseth Him-His will is that
man should come down from his lofty position and own God to be
the Ruler of all. The Lord Himself casteth forth His ice. I gather
that the Hebrew means He flingeth it forth. A small matter to Him
-the Omnipotent One-all these huge, towering masses of ice. He
flings them forth as it were with His fingers, to do their Maker's will.
The Lord .takes all the management of His inanimate creatures. This
ought to humble us if we have proud self-sufficient hearts-as we
have. We all come short of the glory of God in owning His sovereignty
and supreme pleasure. God has His eye on each particle of each great
mountain of ice as it ariseth in its strength, towering aloft, or beneath
the waters, and He sees each motion. Well were it if we learnt the
weighty lessons this conveys.
"Who can stand before His cold ~" Whether it be on temporal things or on spiritual meanings we are engaged this holds
equally true in the sight of God. What He is pleased to reserve to
Himself in His inscrutable methods it becomes the people of God to
be silent upon before Him-to wait on in silence. Have we so far
learned in the school of Divine grace the Divine art of being silent
before Him ~ He is so great, so Almighty, so wise it becomes us to
be silent. He is a great God and wills to be worshipped as such. His
people who worship Him may be a poor helpless people, but He seeketh
such to worship Him. The Lord has been moving amongst us, noting
the interests of the little ones and attending to them. He is so tender
in dealing with His lambs whom the world thinks nothing of, but of
whom the Lord entertains lofty thoughts. "The meek will He guide
in judgment, and the meek will He teach His way." Who can stand
when He withholds the gentle, warm touch of His· hand, when the
saint of· the Lord is in question ~ You have· great things promised
and He will keep His word truly. Do not be afraid therefore, though
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it may be a very cold 'season with you experimentally. The Lord
is above and He will see to the welfare of His endangered ones, seem"
ingly so, for it is not so really. There is not a child of Godwho is not
great in one sense, though small in another. Great are' the promises
God has addressed to them for Christ's sake. God's people have
nothing to fear from His cold, although at times it is exceeding .sharp
and bitter and biting. The people of God alone are privy to these
things. The Lord is pleased to put honour on His dealings and further
"He sendeth out His Word and melteth them "-that Word is the
instrument of melting their hearts. Severely tried are the hearts of
God's people., He gives them that for which they have . long been
asking and hoping, for He will appear to His needy ones however
needy they may feel themselves to be. God brings His people into
bitter extremes, but" He sendeth out His Word" and many of you
know the experience of being melted by the tenderness and gentleness
of the Master. What an example is He of loving gentleness !His
" gentleness hath made me great." You are at your greatest advantage
and blessing when God makes you great under such circumstances,
and you are not far from Him, 'from His dear feet. "Blessed are they
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be
filled." He is a bountiful Lord and precious Saviour.
"He causeth His wind to blow and the waters ·flow." This is
the operation of the Holy Spirit. There is a thaw then of all that
coldness. The winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the' flowers
appear on the earth; the time of the ·singing of birds is come."Oh;
may we look for that springtime in all our cases of distress and need
-and do let us remember the poor affiicted ones, those rescued from
the Titanic and the sorrowing kindred of that vast number who have
not escaped the deep, and may the' Lord sanctify to them, and to us
this heavy visitation of His solemn Providence.
AARON'S
By THE REv'.

J.

ROD

THAT

BUDDED.

SAUNDERS, RECTOR OF ST. ANN'S, BLACKFRIARS,
PREACHED OCTOBER 7TH, 1827.
.
.

" And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the tabernacle
ot witness,. and, behold, the rod ot Aaron tor the house _of _Levi
was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and
yielded almonds."-NuMBERS xvii. 8.

THE foregoing chapter reveals the account of the rebellion of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram, and others, against those ofthe tribe of Levi whom
God had especially chosen for the priesthood; and because God of His own
will had nominated Aaron and his sons to this peculiar office, they were
accused of haughtiness and presumption. - " Ye have taken too much
upon you," said their accusers ;. in·which act of rebellion we trace-the
natural opposition there is in the human mind to the exercise of God'ssovereignty, and the strong disposition to dispute the propriety of His
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commands. The chapter then goes on to show how the offended
Majesty of heaven avenged His own cause by visiting the conspirators
with His heavy judgments. .. The ground," it is said, .. clave asunder
that was under them, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed
them up, and their houses, and all the men that appertained to Korah,
.and all their goods. They and all that appertained unto them went
down alive into the pit, and the earth closed her mouth upon them,
and they perished from among the congregation."
Again it is said, .. There came out fire from the Lord, and consumed
the two hundred and fifty men that offered incense." And again, .. All
the children of Israel murmured against Moses, and against Aaron,
saying, ye have killed the people of the Lord," for which we find in the
49th verse that 14,700 fell before the ravages of that dreadful disorder,
the plague, and were thus awfully summonsed into the presence of God
to render an account of their transgressions against Him. Here, as I
before observed, we see their true opposition to God's sovereignty in
their stubborn disobedience to His will, and the whole may serve as a
just and awful portrait of what we all are by nature.
We may further ,notice, that this Aaron, who had been rejected
and scornfully treated, was the man appointed to stand in the gap
between them and an offended God. .. Aaron ran into the midst of the
congregation," when the plague had begun, .. and he put on incense,
and made an atonement for the people." And herein we see something
of the character of our Lord Jesus Christ, as the Friend of sinners, and
the Prince of His people. The conduct of Aaron, at the command of
Moses, taking a censer, putting incense thereon, and running between
the dead and the living; or standing between them, and presenting his
IDcense unto God, whereby the plague was stayed, O! how does it
point out to us what his great Antitype is, and what He has done to
arrest the plague of sin.
The following chapter opens this fully: .. And the Lord spake unto
Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of everyone
of them a rod, according to the house of their fathers, of all their
princes, according to the house of their fathers, twelve rods; write thou
every man's name upon his rod. And thou shalt write Aaron's name
upon the rod of Levi, for one rod shall be for the head of the house of
their fathers. And thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of the congregation before the testimony, where I will meet with you. And it shall
come to pass that the man's rod whom I shall choose shall blossom; and
I ,viiI make to cease from Me the murmurings of the children of Israel,
whereby they murmur against you. And Moses spake unto the children
of Israel, and every one of their princes gave him a rod apiece, for each
prince one, according to their fathers' houses, even twelve rods; and
the rod of Aaron was among their rods. And Moses laid up the rods
before the Lord in the tabernacle of witness. And it came to pass
that on the morrow Moses went into the tabernacle of witness; and,
behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought
forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds. And Moses
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brought out all the rods from before the Lord unto all the children of
Israel, arid they looked, and took every man his rod. And the Lord
said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the testimony, to be
kept for a token against the rebels, and thou shalt quite take away their
murmurings from Me, that they die not" (chap. xvii. 1-10).
The budding of the rod of Aaron is the subject of my discourse this
day, and oh! may the God of Aaron, the God of Moses, and the God of
the whole house of Israel, be with us to bless us, so that while we speak
of these great things to the outward ear, He may speak to the soul, fill
us with good things, and send us not empty away.
We may learn some important instmction then from the words of my
text this morning, if we take them in connection with the whole
context.
In the first place we would consider the test which God gives of the
man whom He bad appointed to be priest over His people. We read
that the name of each tribe was writteu upon the rod belonging to the
head of the respective tribes of Israel, and that these rods were to be
laid up in the tabernacle, and said the Lord" It shall come to pass that
the man's rod whom I shall choose shall blossom," and so we find that
in the morning Aaron's rod was the only one that budded and blossomed,
and that all the other rods of all the tribes of Israel remained as they
were, that is they were altogether unfruitfnl.
In the next place we learn an important lesson from the fmitfulness of
Aaron's rod in regard to the mysteries of the Gospel.
And then thirdly we learn a further lesson from the use that was made
of this rod after it had budded and blossomed. It was to be laid up in
the ark of the testimony as a standing proof that Aaron was the man
whom God had chosen to be the priest of His people, and thus to prevent
their murmuring on a future occasion.
In the first place then we are to speak of the unfl1litfulness of the rods
of all the other tribes of Israel. It is of very little moment for US to
enquire what the nature of those rods was, or whether they were all
taken from the almond tree, or not; it is sufficient to know that they
were dead. They had been cut down from the tree on which they grew,
and consequently they could not bud, blossom, and yield almonds as the
rod of Aaron did without a special miracle being performed. Now do
we not see in these dead rods a true picture of the spiritual state of all
the tribes of Israel, and of what we all are by nature universally in the
sight of God ~-dead in trespasses and sin.
Every man by nature fancies that he has a claim to the Divine favour,
or that he can come to God in his own name, which is a fatal error, and
whosoever does not overcome it, will find it a stumbling-block over
which he will fall, and sink into everlasting perdition. Such persons do
not know Christ, and that Christ is the only way to God; hence they
look to their own dead rod, and their own broken staff, their own dead
soul that, has been cut off by reason of sin from Christ, the living vine;
not knowing that having lost all right and title to Divine favour, and
consequently all power by which they could draw nigh unto God, they
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stand in need of some other qnalifications, some other way, some other
name, through which they may approach the Majesty of heaven.
Depend upon it, whatever be the pride of our hearts, he that in this
manner exalteth human nature, which is dead in trespasses and sin,
shall be brought low; and living and dying in this spiritually dead and
dying state, he must bid farewell to all hope of fruitfuhless to' all
eternity. Christ says, "No man can come unto the Father but by Me."
You must approach God therefore through Him Who is "the way, the
truth, and the life."
As these rods were dead, so observe they were destitute of all fruit·
fulness till the rod of Aaron budded, and bloomed, and bore ahnonds.
Now Moses in this had imposed no cheat upon the senses of the people
of Israel, either by going into the garden and gathering a branch of the
almond. tree on which the ahnonds were growing, or by any other means,
but it was altogether a miracle.
There is no meetness in tbe natural man for communion with God ;
he can have no fellowship with his Maker; he is without reconciliation,
and consequently in this dead state he is without fruitfulness. "How
can two walk together," says the prophet, " except they be agreed 1 "
Man has by nature none of those excellencies of character which assimilate him to God. In the 24th Psahn it is said, "Who shall ascend into
the hill of the Lord 1 or who shall stand in His holy place 1 He that
hath clean hands and a pure heart, who hath not lifted up his soul unto
vanity, nor sworn deceitfully." Now no man by nature hath a pure
heart or clean hands, and therefore has no meetness whereby he can
draw nigh nnto God. He may say" I am rich, and increased in goods,
and have need of nothing;" bnt he knows not that he is poor and
wretched, and blind, and miserable, and naked. My dear friends, you
and I can never approach the footstool of God, and enjoy the smiles of
Him that sitteth upon the throne of His glory, nnless we bear fruit unto
God, unless we have a righteousness put on by the Spirit of God; for
as the Scriptures say, "We are all as an uncleau thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags, and we all do fade as a leaf, and our
iniquities like the wind have taken us away" (Isaiah lxiv. 6). We
are all by nature as truly dead as the rods of the eleven trihes, nor
can we ever bud, and blossom, and bear fruit but by the. power of
God.
Who can conceive the intense interest felt by the princes of the
respective tribes, whilst they watched through the long and anxious
night, when their rods were laid up in the tabernacle, waiting for God's
decision as to whom He shall choose to silence the murmuring of the
children of Israel.
They might not indeed fully have understood the nature and design
of the circumstance, and therefore even the tribe of Levi, the family of
Aaron, were troder the same anxiety; they might have imagined that
God \vas about to· make some· other arrangement, or give the glory of
the priesthood to some other of the tribes of Israel, and consequently
waited with the rest in anxious suspense for the approach of the morning,
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when God should make known His will. And moreover, when the
princes of the eleven tribes saw all the rods barren except Aaron's,
when they perceived that his rod alone budded, and blossomed, and
bore almonds, they might have apprehended that they were not only
reje·cted from the priesthood, but also from the favour of God altogether.
What horror then must have thrilled through tbeir souls, and well might
they be led to exclaim, " Behold we die! we perish! we all perish!
Whosoever cometh anything near unto the tabernacle of the Lord shall
die; shall we be consumed with dying?" or, we shall be consumed with
dying! They did not understand that though they were rejected
from the priesthood, God had nevertheless chosen one from amongst
them to be a priest unto Himself, and that through tbat one they were
all to be' accepted, . In this we learn that grand truth, that we can
never be accepted by God on the ground of our own righteousness, but
from the righteousness of Christ alone,
Here are pointed out to us some of the mysteries of the Gospel, which
are now secondly our object to consider, and oh! that we may behold
these to our soul's comfort and lasting benefit! My text says,·" Behold
the rod of Aaron, for the house of Levi had budded, and brought forth
buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded ahnonds," Aaron's rod, we
perceive, did not remain dead like those belonging to the eleven tribes;
God bad imparted to it a principle of life, which caused it .to bud, and
blossom, and bear fruit. Now this rod was to represent Aaron himself,
whose name was written upon it. Aaron was the .representative of
Levi, and Levi was the representative of all the tribes of Israel; this rod
therefore was not only to represent Aaron, but through him all the
children of Israel. The meaning of the name of Levi is, the joined ones,
according to Genesis xxix. 34. The office of the priest was to stand
between God and man, and join the two together. Thus the Israelites
brought their offerings to the priest, and the priest was to present them,
by which means God and man did meet together in the priest, who by
this act prefigured and represented our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
So we find, in the 11th chapter of Isaiah, He is spoken. of under this very
figure: "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of J esse,. and
a Branch shall grow out of his roots, and the Spirit of the Lord shall
rest upon Him, tbe Spirit of wisdom and understanding, .the Spirit of
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord,
and shall make Hinlof quick understanding in the fear of the Lord, And
He shall not judge after the sight of His eyes, neither reprove after the
hearing of His ears. But with righteousness shall He judge the poor,
and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth, and He shall smite
the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips shall
He slay tbe wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of His loins,
and faithfulness the girdle of His reins." And then in the sixth verse
we find the effects of His work, or of His ministry: "The wolf also shall
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and
the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together, and a little child
shall lead them,."
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The rod of which my text speaks, represented Aaron, as before
observed, whom the Lord had chosen to be the priest of His. people, but
it was designed to point out a greater and far more glorious person than
Aaron, namely, the Branch that was to grow out of the stem of Jesse,
which in the sight of the world was without form, or comeliness, or
beauty, but which in reality was the fruitful tree of life, bearing the
richest fruits; excellent and comely in the eyes of a lost and ruined
sinner. Oh! how ought this to influence our minds to turn away from
the rotten and dead rods of human nature, and turn our eyes to our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Who Himself says, " As the Father hath
life in Himself, so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself," that
He might give eternal life to as many as God has given Him (John v.
26, xvii. 2). Aaron after the long rnght, during which he had participated in the anxiety that had torn the minds of the heads of the tribes
of Israel, looked forwards in the morning no doubt to Him Whom his
fruitful rod did represent, and so should we turn away from the view of
our own dead rods, our own poor ruined nature, and seeing that we
cannot make this otherwise than it is by our own power, we must leave
it in despair. But though we can claim nothing on· the ground of our
own merit, we can find pardon, and we can stand accepted in our Lord
J esns Christ, and to Him we can look as budding, blossoming, and
bearing fruit. He is the green fir tree from Whom our fruit is found,
and being accepted in Him, and He being the fountain of life eternal, in
the exercise of faith, we should be continually receiving all from Him.
If we wish to bud, and blossom, and bring forth fruit, we must be
willing to be stripped of every thing, to renounce all our righteousness,
as well as our sin, and to be saved wholly by God's free grace, through
faith, and this not of ourselves, for it is the gift of God.
The rod of Aaron not only budded, it had not only leaves and
blossoms, but it produced fruit. The almond tree is a very lively and
beautiful emblem of the character of Christ in His priestly office. It is
said to be the first that buds and blossoms in the spring, and retains its
verdure to the latest part of autumn; the Lord Jesus Christ ever lives to
make intercession for them, He bears His blossom and His fruitfulness
with eternal vigour. He blossomed in the earliest spring of the world,
when it was said to our. desponding first parents, "The seed of the
woman shall bruise the serpent's head." Tidings were brought from
heaven from time to time that He wonld appear in the flesh, and the Old
Testament saints looked and waited for the event, crying out in holy
ejaculations, " Why is His chaTiot so long in coming 1 ", and in;the fulness of time, when He entered upon His Covenant-work, He budded and
blossomed as it were afresh. The buds, blossoms, and the fruit appeared
to us with renewed beauty, so that to the eye of faith He is no longer
beheld as a root out of a dry ground, for we have seen with our eyes,
and we have looked upon, and our hands have handled the Word of life.
He was recognized by Simeon, as the blooming almond tree, almost as
soon as He came into the world. "Lord, now lettest Tbou Thy servant
depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
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His whole life was an exercise of undeviating perfect obedience to all
the will and commands of God, and in this was the literal budding and
blossoming of the true almond tree. He even withheld not His life for
the sake of His people, but when His blood was required He gave it for
them freely, that by it He might blot out the handwriting that was
against them. And truly "Such an high priest became us, Who is
holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners" (Heb. vii. 26).
It is verv blessed to see how in all the circumstances of His life our Lord
Jesus Christ budded, and blossomed, and yielded fruit unto God. And
more especially did He blossom in His death, and being risen, and
ascended up into heaven, the whole earth is filled as it were with the
tidings of His glorious accomplishment of the great work assigned Him ;
so that from the rising of the sun to the going down thereof, the fruits
of this almond tree appear in the sight of a ruined, rebellious, and
benighted world.
Moreover this rod of the almond tree was commanded to be laid up.
in the ark of the testimony, and so we find Paul when enumerating the
things that were preserved in the ark included it amongst them.
That ark was the sacred depository of the two tables of the law, " the
golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded" (Heb. ix. 4).
That ark I need scarcely remind you was a type of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, the golden pot with manna also prefigured Him as the
bread of eternal life, and the rod of Aaron might represent Him as ever
fruitful and eternally flourishing.
In Revelation xi. 19, it is said, " And the temple of God was opened
in heaven, and there was seen in His temple the ark of His testament," which assures our minds that our Lord and Saviour is still the
high priest Whom God appointed: that through Him sinners might draw
nigh unto God with acceptance; for Christ ever liveth as our Covenanthead, budding, blossoming, and bearing the fruit of life, being Himself
the sum and substance of the everlasting Covenant; watching over all
the interests of His Church, making continual intercession for His people,
engaged to bring them safely through all the storms and vicissitudes of
life, and to raise them up to be with Him at the last day. The fruits
of this almond tree therefore are enough to satisfy the desires of all His
people; they are full of instruction, encouragement, and consolation,
and every poor sinner whose heart the Lord has opened to enquire the
way of salvation, we must direct to Christ as the only way, the truth,
and the life.
In the last place we perceive the reason why this rod was laid up in
the ark of the testimony; it was to be a token that Aaron was the man
whom God had chosen to be the priest of His people. It was to be kept
as a perpetual memorial of this, like the bow in the clouds, in the days
of rain, which should always remind us that the world will never again
be destroyed by a deluge of waters, and from this the Christian raises
his view from the literal to the spiritual Covenant. "For as I have
sworn, saith the Lord, that the waters of Noah shall no more go over
the earth, so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee nor
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rebuke thee" (Isa. \iv. 9). The use therefore that is to be made of this
rod of Aaron is, to teach us this most important truth, that our Lord
Jesus Christ is ever living, budding, and blossoming in the kingdom of
heaven. He is there as the ark of the testimony, and as a token before
God -to remind Him as it were of His own engagements; thus
His work and undertaking are continually blooming afresh, by which
means God is, if I may so speak, held to His promises, and the poor
sinner who approaches Him with brokenness and contrition of heart
cannot be sent. away empty.
. The rod of the almond tree was also laid up in the ark as a testimony
against the rebels, in order that no one should ever after venture to set
np his own pretensions, in opposition to the ordinance of God; and so
let no one presume to set up his own barrenness in opposition to Christ's
fruitfulness. nor seek to be accepted of God in his own name or for his
own worth, in opposition to the righteousness and worthiness of the
Lord Jesus Christ. If therefore a rebel should be here who resists the
doctrine of the Gospel, .1 beseech him to remember that .the rod of the
almond tree is a standing witness against him.
This rod moreover was placed in the ark to take away all murmuring
from the people, and oh! that the consideration may ~ke away all
murmuring from the people of God of the present day against His
Gospel and the dispensations of His grace and providence. Nothing,
my dear friends, can effect this but the view of Christ as the blooming
almond tree. David felt this when he was envious at the prosperity of
the wicked, but after he went into the sanctuary of God, .. Then understood I," said he, "their latter end." When he went where the ark
was, and saw the rod of Aaron, then all the mystery was unravelled.
Let us then by faith look into the ark, and all our doubts, fears, and
murmurings will be dissipated.
Thanks be to God this rod of the almond tree is ever fruitful, and ever
satisfying. Not so are the things 0'£ time; if you seek happiness in them
you will be disappointed,-riches make to themselves wings, and fly
away; aud indeed the whole earth is to be consumed, and utterly
destrQyed; but remember this fruit-bearing rod, the Lord Jesus Christ,
_is beyond the reach of all this. If you sustain losses, you will find Christ
to be your greatest gain, you will be thankful even in adversity under
His afflicting hand if you live upon the fruits of this rod, and you will
not be much elevated if surrounded with earthly prosperity. You will
ratber indeed be as a man having his feet upon the earth while his
head is in heaven.
Jesus Christ is the tree of life, which bears twelve manner of fruits,
which yieldeth its fruit every month, and the leaves of the tree are for
the healing of nations (Rev. xxii. 2).
Come then, take of these fruits, which are as medicine to your souls,
and they will heal all your spiritual diseases. Come eat of this goodly
almond tree, and you shall flourish in your life and conversation, and
have a sure .presage of everlasting fruitfulness in an eternal spring
The Rod of Aaron still flourishes!
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THE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
SERMON BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.-PREACHED 1851.
" For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews
. or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free,- and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit."-1 CORINTHIANS xii. 13.
WE this day commemorate a great event in the history of the Church
of Christ-the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost
at Jerusalem, upon the band of believing men who were there
assembled.
Our meeting together to commemorate this event, according to the
appointment of our Church, is not merely in order to impress that
fact upon our minds, as if there were danger of it being forgotten
amongst us; but the object of the Church of England, in statedly
bringing before her members these 'great facts in Christian history is
to impress upon their minds the doctrines which are interwoven with
the facts; and it must appear to every intelligent reader of the
Scriptures, that God, in the miraculous gift of the Holy Ghost, and in
the miraculous accompaniments of that gift, would impress upon His
Church that great and standing truth-the need of the actual agency
of the Holy Ghost in all that concerns the being and the well-being of
the Church of Christ.
This one point, brethren, is to be our subject this day. For I need
not tell you, that it has been the object of the enemy to keep men
away from this truth, and to substitute the" form of godlineBi!" for
" the power of godliness.'"
You know as well as I do the Romanizing tendency, if I may so say,
of the present day-the tendency to almost idolize external rituals and
forms, to the exclusion or to the disregard, almost contempt, of that
spiritual power which can alone give any ordinance efficacy in the
Church of Christ.' And, therefore, because we believe there is not
only insult offered to the majesty of the Holy Ghost, but because we
believe there is dainage done, as far as man can do it, to the visible
Church of Christ by such doctrines as these; therefore we hold· it to
be incumbent upon those who, in the providence of God, have been
placed as watchmen upon the citadel of God's truth, to stand forth and
denounce the error, and at the same time maintain the truth.
You will observe, that in the chapter from which our text is taken,
there is one of the most touching delineations of the Church of God
that we have in any part of the Word of God. It is not, you will
observe, a description of an ecclesiastical system, it is not a description
of the order of the visible Church, it is not a detail of ordinances, but
it is a presentment of a spiritual body, composed of spiritual members;
these members all united to their living Head-the Lord Jesus Christ;
all this effected by the sovereign power and grace of the Holy Ghost,
and all producing harmony, unity, fellowship, and sympathy between
the members of that spiritual body, so that, "if one member suffer,
all the members suffer with it." One spirit animates the whole body;
23
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therefore, what is the interest of the body collectively, is the interest
of each member individually, and vice versa.
I have, brethren, selected a text from this chapter which brings
under our consideration, in the first place, the mighty agency by which
this spiritual formation is effected. "By one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body."
And, in the second place, the effect of the agency of this Almighty
Spirit-the unity of the people of God-we have been "all made to
drink into one Spirit."
It is exceedingly interesting to the Christian mind, when it has been
made intelligent in the things of God, to review the history of the
Church of Christ, and to mark the various ways in which the enemy
has endeavoured to undermine the very foundation of the city of God.
And it is interesting not merely to look at bygone days, but intelligently
·to observe the movements of the enemy in the present times. Some
of ns are old enough to remember that the Church of England, some
years back, seemed .unfaithful as a guardian of the truth of God. At
that time all was peace; Christ was forgotten; Christ was not honoured;
therefore, there was peace. Whereas it stands on record as the truth
of God's own· Word, that He "came not to send peace upon earth,"
but that He came to send "a sword;" that He came to make
" divisions;" that He came to set· the men of truth against the men
of error; that He came to raise up those who in the upholding of
His truth should perhaps suffer hard treatment at the hand of the
world.
Well, it pleased God to put a spirit of life into our Church; it pleased
God to raise up faithful men who proclaimed the truth of God. From
that moment the Church of England became the object of misrepresentation, of calumny, of slander, and, as far as it WlIB practicable, of
persecution.
The teaching of the Church of which I am honoured to be a minister,
and you to be members, the teaching of that Church, as I have said,
improved. Faithful ministers proclaimed, and intelligent people
heard, that he is not a Christian who is one outwardly; neither is that
baptism which is outward in the flesh, any more than" he is a Jew
which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision which is outward
in the flesh." These first principles of truth began to be taught, and
began to be understood; the enemy saw this, and from the day that
boldness and energy began to be exhibited in the defence of truth,
from that day to this the subject of baptism has been the battle·field
of truth and error. It is upon this point that the controversy rages
in the present day. Fragments are broken off from our services, and
from our declarations of truth, which fragments are hurled against the
men of truth, doing that most unholy service of setting the Church at
variance with itself, and what is worse, setting the Church at variance
with the truth of God. But so long as the Church of England keeps,
lIB her main doctrine, her Sixth Article, I am not afraid for her" Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation; so that
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whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to
be required of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the
faith, or bc thought requisite or ne.cessary to salvation."
This is the 6th Article of the Church of England, mark you. The
five preceding articles had reference to the being of " the one living
and true God;" and then, as if this were the main point to be enforced
on the minds of her members, that there is a God, and that this God
is the God of the Bible, then does the Church of England put forth, in
her 6th Article, this great truth, that" Holy Scripture containeth all
things necessary to salvation."
Again, in her 20th Article, where the. Church's authority is laid
down, it is said, " The Church hath power to decree rites or ceremouies,
and authority in controversies of faith." Now, mark the limits of the
Church's power-" Yet it is not lawful for the Church to Ordain any
thing that is contrary to God's Word written." Some of our idolaters
of ecclesiastical forms must be marvellously angry with such a word
as this, which dares to pronounce that anything which the Church
might do could be .unlawful; for she seems to have unbounded
authority in their eyes. Nay, brethren, we speak it with reverence,
it seems as if these men would put the Church of God on the throne of
God; and it is not for us ·to do that. There is another system which
I!locks· God, by setting a priest and a king upon His throne. We do
not do that.
But let us read the concluding part of that 20th Article-" Neither
may it so expound one place of Scripture that it be repugnant to
another. Wherefore, although the Church be a witness and keeper of
Holy Wl~t, yet, as it ought not to decree anything against the same,
80 besides the same, ought it not to enforce anything to be believed
for neceBBity of salvation."
Now I say, so long as the Church of England stands by such doctrines
3S these, I am not afraid for her; so long as the Church of England
stands by Buch doctrines as these, Bhe haB the bleBBing of God uPon
her. May Bhe prove faithful to her own declarations.
And now, brethren, to proceed with this point. The subject of
baptism has been, .aB I have already said, the great battle·field of our
day. And here we have a question to ask those who are so marvellously
disposed to maintain the authority of the Church in all these matters,
as if the Church, we speak it with reverence, were the Holy Ghost; we
have to ask them, IB there any meaning in Buch expressions as these,
" Born of·the Holy Ghost," " Born of God," " If any man be in ChriBt
he is a new creature"? And if there be meaning in these expressions,
then we say, the. object of the men to whom we allude seemB to be,
completely to destroy their meaning in the minds of the people, and
to teach them that what is meant by " the baptism of the Holy Ghost,"
or the being" born of God," 01' the being" a new creature," is nothing
more, in short, than being a Churchman.
Oh, brethren, it iB incumbent upon us to speak of these thingB. We
are not fond of controversy, and we are leBB fond of strife; but when
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the truth of God is assailed, it becomes us to stand forth, and to warn
men. of the subtle and dangerous manner in which error approaches,
that our people may be safe.
And we do not hesitate to denounce all the systems which put the
Church's authority, in place of the Divine agency, as, doctrinally,
essential Rinnanism, and. practically, essential Antinomianism. It is
essential Romanism, because it puts around the Church a garb of such
authority that everything must succumb to it; and it is essential
Antinomianism, for it tells man universally-You are born of the
Spirit, although all the while you are living to the flesh; you are
partakers of God's blessed Spirit, animated by a Divine life, though
withal you are living in direct opposition to the Spirit and truth of God.
It seems to me as if this were to bring about an unholy alliance between
the Lord's servants and the world's servants; it seems to me as if it
were to break down the distinctions which the Word of God nas
made; it seems to me to say to men, You can serve God and serve
mammon at the same time. What I want to impress upon you,
brethren, is this, that there is a baptism of the Holy Ghost, without
which no man can say that Jesus is the Lord; and that this baptism
of the Spirit is the universal privilege of the whole Church and family
of God's believing people, and that where there is merely the form
without the power-where there is the name without the th.ing-there
is no salvation.
Now, mark, the agency that is here spoken. of is none other than the
Holy Ghost; and although I do not desire at this time to enter into
any lengthened proof of a doctrine which, I trust, is received by all
whom I address-the Deity of the Holy Ghost-yet I do feel that on
a day like this, upon which we commemorate the outpouring of the
Holy Ghost, we should not pass the doctrine over altogether, because
I believe that some of us are not in the habit of looking closely into
this doctrine. I do believe that if the question were pointedly put to
some of us, Is the Holy Ghost God 1-is He equal with the Father and
the Son 1-is He Almighty 1-is He In1inite 1-1 do believe that some
of us would be at first a little staggered; some of us would perhaps
hesitate as to giving an answer to the question-Is the Holy Ghost
God 1
This truth, brethren, is clearly set forth in the Athanasian Creed.
It has been thought by some to be very wrong in our Church to use
such a detailed declaration of Christian doctrine as this Creed contains..
I can only say that I bless God for it, and most heartily do I subscribe
to it. But it appears to me that there is no more of mystery in the
truth, that the Holy Ghost is God, than in any of the facts that we see
around us. If men say that it is a great mystery that there should be
a.Trinity in Unity and a Unity in Trinity, I answer, It is a great mystery
that there is a God; it is a great mystery that we have a soul and body,
one man; but if they mean that it is a mystery in this sense, that it is
hard to discover whether it is in .the Book of God or not, here we are
at issue with them. It is plainly declared in the Book of God, and
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we believe it, because God has said it. The Holy Ghost is shown to
be God by the very fact which is declared in the words of our text,
" By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body."
Oh, brethren, the Church is begotten of God; Divine life is communicated to each member of it; we are made " partakers of the Divin.e
nature; " and if this be not the work of Deity, I know not what it
can be. When I find in the Scriptures that every attribute of Deity is
given to the Holy Ghost---Qmnipresence, omnipotence, omniscience,
sovereignty-then I say, He must be God. And when I remember
that we are baptized into the name of the Holy Ghost, as well as into
that of the Father and of the Son-nay more, that the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost are but one" name," into which we are baptizedthen I say He is equal with the Father and with the Son. Brethren,
we do not dwell upon these things; they are, I trust, familiar to you
all.
. We proceed to speak of this baptism of the Holy Ghost. We want
to show you what it is which constitutes this real spiritual baptism,
which is the privilege of all the Church of God. We shall tell you what
are some of the marks and characteristics of it.
In the first place, it is altogether a Divine agency. We are expressly
told that the Lord's children are " born not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God "-born of the Holy Ghost.
Therefore the Holy Ghost is God. You observe it is not human agency
that does it; it is not ecclesiastical communication that effects it;
but it is the mighty agency of the Holy Ghost that brings the man
" from death unto life," and into fellowship with God.
Again, this is a sovereign act. He qnickeneth whom He will. We
believe, brethren, that that man knows little of the Scriptures of God,
who would arrogate to himself the work of new creating his soul, by
saying that he as a dead man raised himself; ~hat he, as a man alienated
from God, brought himself into fellowship with God.
It is, as I said, a Divine work, and the manner in which it is wrought
in the soul is by the Spirit bringing the testimony of Christ home to
the heart. It is for this reason that we lay such·stress upon the preaching of the Gospel, because we believe it to be the instrumentality which
the Holy Ghost uses for bringing men to a saving knowledge of the
Lord. "Of His own will," says the Apostle J ames, "begat He us
with the Word of truth."
Again, this implanting of a new life in the soul is the evidence to a
man of his union to the Lord Jesus Christ. I do not say that it is the
cause of his union, for I believe that the Church of God has been from
everlasting in mystical union with the Lord Jesus Christ. He Himself
speaks of this in the 15th of John. The Apostle Paul· speaks of it in
the 1st of Ephesians and 1st of Colossians; and we have it set before
us in many places in the New Testament.
. . It is also the adoption of the man into the family of God. And one
word more with· respect to it, it is an imperishable work. I cannot
believe, dear brethren, that such a mighty agency as this, which brings
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the sinner" from darkne88 to light," will aftelwarilll leave such a one
to perish. No; "He Who has begun a good work" in the soul will
" perform it."
.
I am afraid, brethren, to enter npon that which is the larger part of
our subject-the unity of this Body; what there is attaching to the
Church of God as to its present privileges and its future hopes. But,
we think in that which we have already presented to you, we have
given you some matter for close self-examination, and for solemn
consideration, when you go to your respective homes. We warn you,
brethren, against believing that the outward privileges of a visible
Church are necessarily connected' with the salvation of your souls. We
warn you against that which we have pronounced to be, practical
Antinomianism, that a man may profess to have the name of the thing,
and yet live contrary to that profession. The baptism of the Holy
Ghost is a spiritual work upon the heart and conscience of the man;
it brings him to believe the testimony which God has given of His Son;
it brings him into peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. It
is the testimony of the Spirit to the soul, that we have" redemption
through the blood of Christ, even the forgiveness of sins."
And then, remember that, as the 8th of Romans tells us, it is the
office of the Spirit to "bear witness with our spirit that we are the
children of God." It is the office of the Spirit to " take of the things
of Christ," and to reveal them to the souls of God's people. And it is
the office of the Spirit to "help our infirmities," to draw out the heart
in prayer to God. We ask, brethren, whether this has been experienced
by you? It is the office of the Spirit to take those unholy vessels that
we are by nature, and to consecrate them to the Lord. Is this understood practically by you?
And oh, brethren, it is a sweet and precious thought to a minister
as he sets these truths before those whom he addresses, that it is the
power of the Holy Ghost alone which can bring them home to the
heart and conscience-He and He alone can bring the soul under the
precious drops of the blood of sprinkling-He can teach the man, who
is now living at enmity against God, to know where there is forgiveness, and to seal to the soul that forgiveness, in a manner in which
the minister could never do it.
ELIJAH.
LET us consider a few of the lessons to be learnt from the eighteenth
and nineteenth chapters of the First Book of the Kings. In the first
place we notice how rarely the Lord condemns, CO'l'rects, or contradwts His
servants in the presence of the ungodly. Compare ch. xviii. 11. 22 with
chapter xix. v. 14. When Elijah makes his mis-statement it would be
detrimental to God's glory to contradict it in the presence of the wicked
multitude. So God's servant goes uncorrected and uncondemned for
the time being. But when later the Lord and His servant are" alone,"
his mistake is immediately pointed out to him and he is shown that
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From this we gather that if our light
is really and definitely shining for God's glory, He will not reveal a
passing flicker of that light to the unregenerate, who would take an
evil pleasure in our slip; or to those of His own people whom it might
hinder. He is vastly more jealous for His glory than to do so.
In the second place: the Lord will 'lWt suffer HiB witnesses to dw nut,
nor leaoo His Se1'oonts to struggle on long without human companionslWp.
Compare chapter xviii. tJ. 19 with chapter xix. tJ. 18. The" eight
hundred and fifty false prophets" are as nothing in comparison with
the .. seven thousand" whom He has .. left" for Himself. And
Elijah was no longer alone. From that time Elisha was sent to
.. minister unto him" (xix. 21). The second verse of the second
chapter of the Second Book of the Kings presupposes, and we have no
reason to doubt it, that Elisha remained with Elijah during four of
the last five years of his life. This is very comforting and encouraging
to the lonely weary discouraged pilgrim in these present anxious days.
Again, we see that the zeal and energy of the prophet under pressure
and necessity gioo out when the need is over. Compare chapter xviii.
with chapter xix. .m>. 1-4. While God's honour and glory were at
stake, Elijah's strength and fearlessness knew no hounds, and his
faith was equally great. But faith was immediately followed by
fear, service by despair, energy by lassitude, and hope by doubt.
The same man who stood firm and" alone" before a sinning multitude,
now flees "for his life" in sudden alarm. The saint shows himself
to be also a man, capable of fear as well as of zeal. Grace, which was
parlimount, has succumbed to nature, which hecomes for the time being
predominant. A woman" sent a messenger" to say that she would
slay him. "And he requested for himself that he might die" instead.!
The Divine strength of the spirit is succeeded by the human wealrness
of the flesh. But Divine mercy and not Divine condemnation meets
him even there. Again no word of rebuke is uttere6 and again the
servant goes both uncorrected and uncondemned. Neither did Jezebel
terminate his life. Oh! how precious all this is to us now. If we
fail, so did Elijah. If we fail as Elijah did, the Lord will forgive us
even as He forgave him. Instead of receiving correction, he was
specially strengthened .. because the journey (was) too great for
(him)" (xix. i-S). Instead of with remonstrance, the Lord met His
overtried and overtired servant with sympathy, food, rest and encouragement, and then sent him on -fresh service (tJtJ. 15-17). Further,
a companion to solace and to " minister unto him " (tJ. 21) was immediately provided. Seeing that we still have the same compassionate
Father, the same forgiving Saviour, the same guiding Spirit and the
same loving Master to deal with and. to serve, as Elijah had, let UB
profit by his experience.
"Ahab told Jezebel" (1 Kings xix. 1). Companions in crime!
Never tell the enemies of the Lord all that the Lord is doing; they
toill not belwoo. Never tell them all that the righteous are doing;
they will rniBinterpret. Never tell them the ains, faults and mistakes

his impression is a false one.
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of the saints; they will glory over them. Never tell them the weak
spots in the Christian's armour; they will take advantage of them.
" Ahab told Jezebel"! What a warning these three words are to
the true servant of Jehovah. May the Spirit of God keep us from
repeating what may make mischief in either the Church or the world,
or may do harm to the Lord's cause. Let us not by any means give
" occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme" (I Sam. xx. 14).
Was it not natural that, after hearing of Jezebel's intention, Elijah
should think that his work was done and that his life had reached its
last stage ~ Was his "request" a wrong one ~ Surely not! For
the longing to forsake the fettering flesh, though sometimes prompted
by nature's rebellion. and by nature's failure, is more often prompted
by nature's weakness and weariness. It. is equally prompted by
grace, for the unregenerate soul, uneasy as to where it will spend
eternity, rarely " requests" this release. But the true child of God
has no fear in " requesting for himself that he (may) die." To him
departing means to be" with Christ." How many of the Old Testament
saints prayed that prayer! Certainly Elijah. Moses, Job, and Jonah
did 80. Not one was directly rebuked, albeit not one was immediately
answered. Paul, too, seemingly had the same experience. declaring
that" to depart and to be with Christ" was" far better" than earthly
life.· So do not think hard things against yourself because when
well-nigh worn out with present pressure you perchance pleaded
Elijah's petition and prayed. " Lord. call me Home!" Take courage,
dear saint of God. What if the battle grows hotter near the end ~
.-" your redemption draweth nigh." What if your strength seems
giving out ~-" lift up your head" for "the time is short." Your
work must become increasingly difficult as the evils foretold increase
and abound around us. But" the same afflictions are accomplished
in your brethren." And what saith the Scripture ~ "Turn you to
the stronghold. ye prisoners of hope" (Zech. ix. 12). "The Lord will
be the hope of His people. and the strength of the children of Israel"
(Joel iii. 16). "Let him take hold of My strength"; "They shall
come which were ready to perish." Compare these last two passages.
Isa. xxvii. 5, 13, with chapters xl. 28-31 and xli. 1. and see how
beautifully they correspond. "Faint" and having "no might,"
" weary" and about to "utterly fall," in short. "ready to perish."
" They shall come ", " Let them come"; "They that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength'''. "Let the people renew their
strength." This is His own word of loving invitation. Oh!" let (us)
take hold of His strength." For many of us can say witb Paul, of times
when human help has failed us, "notwithstanding the Lord stood
with me and strengthened me."
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
Brixton.
THE trials of the tempted Christian are often sent for the use of others.
and. are made the riches of all around him.-Cecil.
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THE .THOUGHTS OF GOD TOWARD US.
I HAVE been asked to write upon this subject, but find it is so profound
that I can do little more than touch the surface of such a vast sublime
deep. Indeed, who can by searching find out God's thoughts 1 Yet
the Holy Spirit has graciously revealed very much tha,t is· precious
and encouraging to the soul that sits down" under His shadow with
great delight."
First, in looking at this exalted glorious theme we are confronted
with the number of God's thoughts. They are not stray thoughts or
occasional thoughts, but "Many, 0 Lord my God, are . . . Thy
thoughts . . . they cannot be reckoned up in order unto Thee: if I
would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered"
(Ps. xl. 5). The Prayer Book Version gives: "More than I am able
to express." And again, "How great is the sum of them! [Thy
thoughts]. If I should count them, they are more in number than the
sand" (Ps. cxxxix. 17, 18). So we see from· His own Word of unerring
truth how numerous and countless His thoughts are. Do you say,
dear trembling reader, " Ab yes! of course His thoughts are great and
. innumerable. He has so many worlds, so many objects, so many
people; surely He has not time, humanly speaking, to think about
·me." Yes, He has, dear child of God. His numberless thoughts are
about you. I have quoted only part of the above verses, and the very
pith of them lies to a great extent in the words" unto me" and" to
us-ward." Read. them again in full. "Many, 0 Lord my God, are
Thy wonderful works which Thou hast done, and Thy thoughts whwh
are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up," etc. These are His
thoughts toward us. Again: "How precious also are Thy thoughts
unto me [or toward me], 0 God! How great is the sum of them·' "
Yes, the people of His choice have been in His thoughts from all
eternity. Many indeed have been an~ are His thoughts to us. And
what are our thoughts to Him 1 Are they many 1 Are they constant 1
Are they loving 1 Are they full of faith 1 Oh! how ill we requite
His love and care and tenderness. If He in His mercy did not
remember and consider that we are but dust, and how frail we are,
how ruinous would be our condition. But He does consider us in
His tender mercy which endureth for ever, and not only so but He
sees us in the Son of His love, in the Christ Who aways pleases Him,
and therefore He is well pleased for His righteousness' sake.
We read also of the duration of God's thoughts: "The counsel of
the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts of His heart to all generations"
(Ps. xxxiii. 11) or, " from generation to generation" as it is expressed
in the· Prayer Book. To, all generations-for ever! Well may we
Slug : -

"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
. Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word."
Do notice the sweet· words, "The thoughts of His heart;·" not
simply thoughts of the head, of the brain, of the memory, but" thoughts
I
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of His heart "-thoughts of love and tendemeB5 indescribable. "We
will remember Thy love" is the rapturous response of our hearts, but
oh! how quickly, when faith is tried by difficulties and darkneB5, we
forget-forget His love, and that the thoughts of His heart stand to all
generations. "For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word is Settled in heaven," and
for .ever, without any interruption, Thy heart is full of thoughts of
and on behalf of Thy people who are graven on the palms of Thy
hands and who are " not forgotten."
Then again, He reveals to us the character of His thoughts. First,
they" are not your thoughts" (Isa. Iv. 8). What unparalleled mercy
that they are not our thoughts, which are only evil continually,
permeated with sin, running astray into strange and wrong paths,
having to be brought into captivity and cleansed in the all-efficacious
blood of the Sin-Bearer. No, His thoughts are not. our thoughtsfickle, sinful, vacillating, human; but they are Divine, and are " the
thoughts of His heart," steadfast and everlasting.
We read also they are "thoughts of peace and not of evil" (Jer.
xxix. 11). Thoughts of peace. Oh! how sweet peace is after doubt,
after turmoil, after enmity and war, after fears and misgivings.
" Thoughts oIpeace " from an offended God to offending man. Who
can gauge the joy of it all, the restfulness of the knowledge that He
has secured all in the Person of Christ. He is our peace. Observe,
too, how He says, "I krww the thoughts that I think toward you,
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil." "I know the
thoughts that I think." They are not simply emotional thoughts,
spontaneous and fleeting thoughts, but they are well-considered
thoughts. The Lord knows His own heart and His own thoughts.
And mark too: "I know the thoughts that I think toward you.. " Is
it not all personal, satisfying, establishing 1 "Toward you, . . . to
give you an expected end." There is a defiuite purpose in His thoughts.
He has well weighed His thoughts toward you, and He loves, He pardons,
and He gives-" to give you an expected end." What is our expectation! Even Jesus; and He gives us all in Hiru-" All things are
yours, and ye are Christ's."
•
Then again we read, "Thy thoughts are very deep" (Ps. xcii. 5).
So deep that we can never fathom them. We can but see just enough
to love, admire, and adore, and to know that they are far beyond our
power of penetration,-" depths which know no sounding," for they
are boundless in depth as well as in breadth and length and height.
The thoughts of His heart go deep,er than hell from which He rescued
the perishing sinner.
.
I
Then we ·read also: "As the heavens are higher than the earth,
80 are . . . :My thoughts [higher] than your thoughts" (Isa. Iv. 9).
They are very high; yes, for they are in heaven and from heaven.
Their entire purpose and working are high, very high. His people are
not earth·bound, and His thoughts for them and in them and toward
them are not on the earth level; they are higher, even as the heavens
are higher than the earth.
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And lastly:· His thoughts are precious-" How precious also are Thy
thoughts unto me, 0 God." The Psalmist had been considering the
wonderful omniscience of God, His wonderful knowledge in seeing
every minute particle of him. Then he breaks out into the exclamation,
" How precious also are Thy thoughts unto me." The word" precious"
is always associated with something much loved, much treasured,
very costly and valuable. Such is the character of His thoughts
toward us. He lovingly prizes His treasured sons and daughters in
Christ Jesus. What an inexhaustible mine of love we have in Him.
We are precious to Him, and He is precious, exceedingly predous, to
us: "Unto you therefore which believe, He is precious." We know
~, and frail, faithless, and sinful as wp are, yet we cling to Him
saYlDg :U

Other refuge have I none;

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee.
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." He
is bringing them Home to Himself with joy. "The redemption of their
soul is precious "--most precious, for it cost Him His only and well,
beloved Son. " Precious shall their blood be in His sight," for they are
incorporated in the Body of His Son; one with Him and in Him.
That is a sweet passage in Isaiah xliii. 4: "Since thou wast precious in
My sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee." Precious
in His sight because we are in Christ, and He doth not therefore behold
iniquity in us. He sees only His beloved Son, our Substitute. Most
precious beyond all we can express are His thoughts towards His
believing people.
. In conclusion, note: "I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh
upon me" (Ps. xl. 17).. "Thinketh upon me "-implying constant
study, loving remembrance, and careful planning. The thoughts of
His heart-His thoughts of peace-His very deep thoughts-His high
thoughts-His precious thoughts-dwell continually upon His treasure,
His valued possession. All, all is " to us-ward "-" unto me "; and
we;though poor and needy, depending every moment upon His bounty,
yet can say individually, " The Lord thinketh upon me," and :"Though trouble now thy heart appals,
And deep to deep incessant calls,
No storm shall injure thee;'
U

Thy anchor once in Jesus cast,

Shall hold thy soul, till thou at last
Him face to face shalt see."
NETTrE.

CREATURES OF ms SERVICE.
IN the spring of 1909, after an attack of influenza, I went into North
Wales to spend a few days among the sheep walks of the Berwyn
Mountains, to recruit my health and to enjoy the creation works of
Jehovah. The bundred and fourth Psalm has been a favourite with
me for many years, and as I meditated on the law of life from above to
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the wise, the desires of the Psalmist expressed in the opening of the
hundred and sixth Psalm were, I trust, the very breathing of my inmost
heart. I took as a companion in my rambles Dr. Owen on the hundred
and thirtieth Psalm; and as I read on, day after day, through that
excellent treatise, by the ,blessing of the Lord my spirit was much
awed before Him, and at times melted down by the views of Divine
truth therein exhibited, constraining me to pause and magnify the
Lord for His mercy, truth, and great salvation. "Remember me, 0
Lord, with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people: 0 visit me
with Thy salvation; that I may see the good of Thy chosen, that I
may rejoice in the gladness of Thy nation, that I may glory with Thine
inb eritance."
One day, after drinking from a clear streamlet, I met an old
sheep farmer, who told me I could have milk at his farm adjoininga most retired spot. I went along with him, and sat down in his house,
his aged partner bringing me some good milk. "Here," said I, " is the
companion of my walks,-a countryman of yours, who well earned the
title of 'The prince of English divines '-Dr. Owen." While some of
their servants were actively engaged in 'attending to a flock of sheep and
lambs, I entertained the old couple with the substance of the following
homily, to which they listened with the most respectful and rapt
attention.
THE BROOK.

The streamlet among the hills'reminded me of the prophet Elijah,
when at God's direction he hid' himself by the brook Cherith, that was
before Jordan, That brook was God's creature to him, and so long as
it flowed was God's ordinance to him for sustenance. "And it shaU be
that thou shalt drink of tbe brook." Tbis creature of God was an
inanimate one, and among the first of God's works of creation; for
we read tbat on the second day God divided the waters that were under
the firmament from the waters that were above the firmament. That
Elijah must have been refreshed, strengthened, and invigorated by
drinking of the brook from day to day, there cannot be' a doubt, for
the Lord's blessing was added. Yea, He Who afterwards turned the
water into the best wine could make the water of Cherith delicious to
the palate, and satisfying, refreshing, and strengthening to the body.
Now, from this inanimate creature, the brook, God leads His servant
up higher in the scale of creation, namely, to
THE RAVENS.

" And I bave commanded the ravens to feed thee there." , Ravens,
created on the fifth day, reckoned under the legal dispensation unclean
(Deut. xiv. 14), were the messengers of God to Elijah, to bring him
bread and flesh in the morning and bread and, flesh in the evening.
Nor do we find that Elijah quarrelled with God's appointment in this,
nor, unlike Peter in his vision at Joppa, objected to unclean fowls of
the air. No, the solitary prophet doubtless saw, wondered, and
admired the sovereignty of God, and the Covenant goodness in the
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What a fine commentary has John Newton on this:
.. More likely to rob than to feed
Are ravens which live upon prey;

But when the Lord's people have need,
His goodness will find out a way."
And this very thing is a standing miracle and appointment in the
Church of God to this day. God's dominion over His creatures, His
sovereign appointments, His loving-kindness, faithfulness, and truth
are exhibited in His having saints in " Cresar's household," and in His
compelling and directing the enemies of His truth and people, not to
rob but to feed them.
THE WIDOW WOMAN.

In the next progressive dispensation, we have Elijah advanced in
his converse with the creatures. "Get thee to Sarepta, which belongeth
to Zidon, and dwell there; behold I have commanded a widow woman
there to sustain thee." Now he finds one with whom he can commune,
and speak of God's word, the truth of which they were made witnesses
of from day to day. What a text to study' along with Psalm cxlv :
" Every day will I bless Thee, and 1 will praise Thy Name for ever and
ever. The eyes of all wait upon Thee; Thou givest them their meat
in due season." And as they began with these lesser blessings that
sustain life, so they are led on to greater things,-to prove that Jehovah,
upon Whom they waited, can restore life, as well as sustain it.
THE ANGEL.

As Elijah is led forward in a path of obedience to God, and of serving
God, he is found strong in faith, chasing a thousand, and putting ten
thousand to flight. But he proves that his strength is in God.
"Self-drained souls, yet flowing to the brim
Because void in t.hemselves, but full in Him,
When raging furies threa.ten sudden harms,
He then extends His everlasting arms."

(Ab, what a fury was Jezebel 1) So now Elijah, who had hitherto
been ministered to by the Brook, the Ravens, the Widow Woman, has
one of the highest creatures, an angel, sent to minister to his necessity.
" And the angel of the Lord came again the second time, and touched
him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee.
And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that
meat forty days aud forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God:"
How many different creatUl'es of God we see Elijah has comfort in, and
how many has' he to contend against, eve.Jl idolaters, whose way is
perverse before God.
THE CHARIOT OF GOD.

From the angel waiting on him under the juniper tree he is now,as the last of the creatures he is introduced to and conversant with
upon earth-brought to an innumerable company of angels. "And
behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire, and Elijah went up by a

•

366

The Gospel Magazine

whirlwind into heaven." "The chariots of God are twenty thousand,
even thousands of angels." "Who maketh His angels spirits, His
ministers a flaming fire." His Name, Who is called the Word of God,
hath the armies of heaven following Him upon white horses, clothed
in fine linen, white and clean.
HEAVEN.
Surely of all the creatures God hath created an!! made, heaven, e~n
the heaven of heavens, is the most excellent.
.
"Heaven is that holy, happy place,
Where sin no more defiles;
Where God unveils His blissful face
And looks and loves and smiles."
And in all is Elijah a type of Christ, Who first descended into the lower
parts of the earth, but is now ascended far above all things, Bngels and
principalities and powers being made subject unto Him.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
A CALL TO REPENTANCE.
" There were present at that season some that told Him 0/ the Galileans,
whose blood Pi1.ate had mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus
amwering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galileans were
sinners abave all the Galileans, because they suffered such things? I
td/, you, Nay: .but except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or
those eighteen, upon whom the tower· in Siloam fell, and slew them,
think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?
I tell you, Nay: but except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish."LUKE xiii. 1-5.
V ERY probably this Scripture has been in the minds of many, in connection with the recent terrible catastrophe on the Atlantic-the 1088
of the huge liner, the Titanw, with the majority of its passengers
and crew, a catastrophe which has shocked the civilized world, and
especially the English-speaking portion of it. _
But is not the point of our Lord's words often missed ~ True, He
corrects the idea that those who had met with sudden death in the
ways .named, were greater sinners than others, but He solemnly adds
words which seem to be sometimes forgotten, or passed over in silence :
" EXCEPT YE REPENT, YE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH! "
The principle which the Lord lays down seems to be one of general
applicability to so-called accidents, and those disasters which are so
common in these days when human life is often risked for such
objects as money, or notoriety. So, also, when life is lost through
human carelessness, or human infirmity, or causes beyond man's
foresight or control.
.
On the other hand, we know that God has, in the past, visited the
world, nations, and individuals with signal judgments, as, for example,
the deluge in the days of Noah; the destruction of the Canaanites;
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the destruction of Jerusalem, and the dispersion of the Jews; the
judgment upon Ananias and Sapphira, etc. And in modern and quite
recent times, we can well believe that His hand of judgment has
fallen upon peoples and cities, on account of their flagrant wickedness
in morals and religion, as witness St. Pierre, Martinique, in 1902;
San Francisco in 1906; and Messina and Reggio in 1908,~ities,
according to reliable testimony, unspeakably wicked!
Other Divine judgments of recent date might be noted, but they
will doubtless be recalled by God's children.
_
But further, in the light of Holy Scripture we must believe that such
solemn judgments, as well as such terrible calamities as the loss of the
Titanic, are permitted of God, in mercy as well as in judgment,
in the way of warning to a guilty and lost world, and as a call to
repentance.
We live in a dying world. Souls are continually passing from time
to eternity. But when a vast number are called away, in a short
space of time, by some great disaster, wide human sympathy and
horror are evoked, and the intended admonition on God's part, doubtless, whether heeded or not, is: "Flee from the wrath to come."
Would it not seem as if God is overruling these awfnl disasters in
these last daya,--disasters more and more likely to occur through the
restlessness of the age, the love of money, the mad pursuit of pleasure
and excitement, and the craving for great speed in travel, whether by
land, or sea, or in the air-in mercy and grace, and as a call to
repentance ere the" Day of the Lord," sets in.
I was much impressed by a remark of our beloved EDITOR in a recently
printed sermon of his: "The world is getting tired of God's warnings."
It would indeed seem so, and they are, also, very soon forgotten!
Think of it! Privileged England, a land in which, beyond all others;
with the exception of the Holy Land, the true light has shined; whose
people have had the Word of God, in their own mother tongue, more
widely distributed than in any other; which possesses a National
Church whose Articles are based upon Holy Scripture, and which
makes Holy Scripture its ultimate appeal; fostering the Romish.
apostasy on the one hand, and lapsing into utter indifference, ungodliness, and pleasure-seeking on the other! Moreover, we see the height
of luxury and self·gratification side by side with the direst poverty,
and widespread distress! Surely the loss of the Tiwnic is a call
to England and the English-speaking world, to repentance. Though
it may not be .heeded, the call is distinct and loud, in the mercy and
righteousness of God.
We know that:"Law and terrors do but harden,
All the while they work alone:
'Tis a sense of blood-bought pardou,
That dissolves a heart of stone."
And we know that this sense of blood-bought pardon is the effect
of the gracious operation of the Holy Ghost in the hearts of God's
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children. Although God is, in this dispensation, dealing with mankind
in grace, yet fallen man despises the message of grace, and it is only
by sovereign in-wrought grace that His chosen ones are brought to
repentance-to " godly sorrow" for sin, to the forsaking of sin, and
turning from sinful self to God in Christ, believing His truth, and
relying upon the Saviour's finished work, all which seems to be
included in repentance-without which, sinners" perish"; "Except ye
repent," said Christ, "ye shall all in like manner perish." These
words may be primarily interpreted of the Jews, and the destruction
of Jerusalem, but are surely applicable to sinners ever since, and until
now, and particularly to such as shall be living at the-end of the age.
But even as it was when John the Baptist came preaching" Repent
ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand," and the Lord Himself
likewise commenced His ministry with "Repent: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand," when the message was unheeded by the nation as
a whole, and the King was rejected, and put to death; 80, God's
revealed Word makes known to us that the Gospel of grace will be
rejected by the mass of mankind in this dispensation, and the truth
despised and turned away from (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4), except by" the remnant
according to the election of grace," and that in " the Day of the Lord"
when His judgments are in the earth; as they were in the land of Egypt
in the days of Pharaoh, men will not repent, to give God the glory.
The Writer once heard the late Mr. Spurgeon preach from the text
just alluded to (Rev. xvi. 9); and a solemn sermon it was! We have
similar statements in proof of what I have said, in Revelation ix. 20,21.
In the meantime, God's call to repentance is real, and man, as a
free agent, is responsible. And," Now is the accepted time, now is
the day of salvation"; and the glad tidings of grace still hold good:
" God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life" (John iii. 16).
Fartown (Sask.), Canada,
ROBERT J. NOYES.
April 25th, 1912.
"YOU WATCH, AND I WILL WORK."
A READER of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, whom we have never seen, lately
wrote to us lending for perusal an original letter written to her by the
late revered Dr. Doudney, dated in April, 1881. The occasion was one
that found the recipient in deep distress and suffering. The. faith of
dear Dr. Doudney was characteristic of him, as many of our older
readers will readily recognize, and his Christian cheerfulness is traceable throughout his letter to much-tried Mrs. Warr. Though Dr.
Doudney's faith boldly forecasted that the Lord would appear providentially for the necessitous widow, he did not live to see the fulfilment. But although many years of extreme privation and sore sickness were known to God's dear servant, the faithful Jehovah did
appear for His trusting child and her fatherless offspring in a truly
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marvellous manner, and the narrative of His surprising Providence
reads much more like a fancy than a fact, Mrs, Warr is, we ,rejoice
to record, engaged in penning a relation of the wonderful manner in
which our Covenant God honoured the gracious trust of His affiicted
child, and turned her poverty into" sanctified plenty."
COpy OF LE'ITER TO MRS. WARR FROM THE LATE DR. DOUDNEY.
ST. LUKE'S VICARAGE,
BEDMINSTERi BRISTOL,
April 14th, 1881.
.. Wonders of grace to God belong,
Repeat His mercies in your wng."
DEAR SISTER IN THE LORD,-I wept over your letter, and 1 could
but admire and adore our ever·blessed and long-suffering Lord, in His
tenderness and love. Ah! no, nothing is beneath His notice, of Whom
it is recorded, .. Even the very hairs of your head are all numbered,"
and " Not a sparrow falleth to the ground without His knowledge."
Oh, how wonderful have been His dealings with you; yea, and yet
shall be so even to the end, when you will have to admire Him and
adore Him for every step of the journey.
Ah! dear troubled one, just think, within a few hours of reading
your letter and contemplating tbat marvellous answer to prayer about
the shoes, 1 was informed of a poor woman near here (worn out by
fatigue, sleeplessness, and watching) actually taking the life of the
little infant she loved so welL Poor thing, the mind had evidently
given way, Oh! how 1 feel for her and the poor husband, a clerk in a
carrier's office,
A.1, dear sister, who are we, that we should be so mercifully dealt
with! Sure 1 am that the more closely we are enabled to watch His
hand, the more shall we see an indication of what we shall have abundant
reason to praise and admire and adore, The Lord virtually says,
" You watch, and 1 will work."
But mark you, although you may not at present see and feel it in its
fulness, all, all is used by Jesus. Yes, He is yours and you are His,
although He does not answer you in the particular way you may wish
or expect Him to do, His answers, however, are not the less real,
and most signiftcantly of Himself !
You must not be anxious about the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Someone
(I forget who) sent a year's subscription, two or three months ago, for
you to have the work.
The Lord was pleased to send me a gift this morning, and, in my
blessed Lord and Master's name, 1 send herewith a part of the same to
you. May He cheer and comfort you thereby, and give you the sweet
and blessed assurance that you shall never,-no, never be forgotten of
Him-!
Pray for yours affectionately in Him,
D. A. DOUDNEY,
24

370

The Gospel Magazine

ANEW NAME.
THAT was a sorrowful man in Israel who, when he set eyes on his little
son, "called his name Beriah, because it went evil with his house."
His elder sons were dead, slain by the men of Gath (1 Chron. vii. 21),
and though" his brethren came to comfort him," he seems, like J acob,
to have" refused to be comforted." But he lived to have other sons,
and to replenish his house, and his dalH:ihter "built Beth-horon the
nether, and the upper, and Uzzen-Sherah."
" Because I bare him with sorrow" was the reason given by the
mother of J abez for choosing his name. Yet it is a name for which
the children of God thank Him, and the short sweet history of J abez
encourages them to pour out their wants to Him Who indites and
answers prayer. .
" He will not alway be chiding," as Hannah knew when she fed and
clothed her Samuel; as Naomi learned when she found that her neighbours did not adopt her self-imposed title of Marah (Ruth i. 20; iv.
17); and it may be that though Ichabod never could forget one glory
which departed, he had a share in a glory that excelleth. For" the
seas of sovereign grace arise, the seas of sovereign grace expand."
David called Bathsheba's son, Solomon, and God Who had not taken
away His Holy Spirit from him, added J edidiah-for " the Lord loved
" "
hlm.
There are three instances in which, by God's own appointment,
names were waiting for the children of His servants. "Thou shalt
call his name Ishmael," said the Lord to the weeping Egyptian who
" looked after Him" Who saw her and" heard her affliction." "~Thou
shalt call his name Isaac"; and Abraham, "ninety years old and
nine," staggered not at the promise. For he saw the day of Christ
afar off; and when, nineteen hundred years after, that day was about
to break; when the last preparation was to be made, the angel, speaking to Zacharias of. an unthought-of son, said, "Thou shalt call his
name John."
But there was yet Another, Whose name was" named of the angel"
long before He found a cradle in Bethlehem's manger. His Name is
above every name, and taught by the blessed Holy Spirit, Who loves
to reveal the power of that Name, the quickened soul, convinced, in
greater or less degree, battling, conflicting, weary, and all wrong, will
realize that He saves His people from the dominion, the guilt, and the
punishment of their sins.
" Thou art the Christ," said Peter, "the Son of the Living God."
It is a lovely Name. He is the Father's Anointed, set up from everlasting to bring again the chosen seed who were sometime alienated..
He is the Christ, "anointed to preach good tidings unto the meek" ;
He is the Sent One, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives. It was the Father's good pleasure that the Spirit
should be poured out without measure on Him, and His Name is
Emmanuel. The Lord interpret that precious Name to His listening
children, that they may know that Christ J esllS is " God with us" ;
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the Everlasting Father, loving His responsibility and able to fulfil it ;
the Wonderful; the Oounsellor; the Mighty God, reigning, ruling,
subduing; the Prince of Peace. Oh! well may they hope in Him,
though eyes fail and hearts grow faint.
He has made them some unbreakable .promises about their nallies.
"Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken-; neither shall thy land
any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzi-bah,
and thy land Beulah: for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land
shall be married." How tender His compassion, how comfortably
and healingly He speaks. Even" in the wilderness" "she shall
sing," calling Him no more" Baali " but" Ishi." She will know he.r
Husband, and bear His Name, the Name that was new to Him when
" He wrought out and brought in an everlasting righteousness." For
" this is His Name whereby He shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness," and" this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The Lord
our righteousness." "No man knoweth (it) saving he that receiveth
it," and even they in" the city of our God" will live but .to learn more
of its depths.
,
With such anticipations, His children will not find it difficult to
.acknowledge with St. Paul: "I count not myself to have apprehended,"
but with" lisping, stammering tongue," they like to join in the hymn
that begins, "How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds."
FOLLOWER-ON.

'l'.tIE FIRST REOORDED SAORIFICE.
GENESIS iv. 3--5.
(From "The Protoplast.")
COEV AL with the fall of man, was the institution of Sacrifice. Immediately upon Adam's sin, the earth was turned unto corruption. The
Lord could no longer look upon it in its beauty, and pronounce it
"very good." On the contrary, it was so changed, that very soon
He spake concerning it and its fallen inhabitants, saying, "I will
destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both
man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for
it repenteth Me that I have made them." Why, then, was not the
world utterly swept away, and blotted out from the map of creation,
in the outpouring of Divine wrath 1 Because of the covenanting
promise of the Eternal Son, that He would make His soul an offering for sin,-that He would give HiJI18elf as a propitiatory Sacrifice,
for a chosen number of the fallen sons of men; that He would fuIfi I
all the will of God, on their behalf; and pour out His precious blood
upon the earth, as an atonement for their iniquities. In consideration
of that promise, and in the security of its fulfilment, God waited;
He suspended the sentence of destruction. There was an arrest of
judgment. The earth remained,-aeed-time and harvest, cold and
heat, summer and winter, day and night, ceased not. The framework
.(If the world was preserved to be the scene of that strange act-the
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accomplishment of redemption. It was necessary that God should
explain to man the nature of His long-suffering, and proclaim His
acceptance of the promise of Christ, on behalf of His Church. This
was done by the early establishment of the law of Sacrifice. We are
not to suppose that the typical offering of the animal to God was
appointed without instruction being given to man concerning the
mystery which it signified. In the slaughtered firstling of the flock,
the Spirit pointed to the Lamb of God, slain in Divine purpose from
the foundation of the world ; and in the outpoured blood of the victim,
He spake to the conscience of a better and more prevailing fountain,
which should flow for sin and for uncleanness; proclaiming the Father's
willingness to save those whose faith should centre in Christ the true
propitiation.
" Abel brought of the firatlings of his flock, and of the fat thereof."
I have placed the above words at the head of this Paper, not because
Abel's offering was the first presented unto God, but because it is
the first of which distinct and particular mention is made in Scripture.
As I said in a previous Paper, we have reason to believe the First
Garments were composed of the skins of beasts slain in sacrifice.
Cain and Abel had, doubtless, as children, witnessed their father's
manner of worship; and it was on arriving at years of discretion that
they brought their individual offerings to God. In the instructive
narrative from which I have quoted, the Spirit brings the brothers
before us in their typical character: the one representing the carnal
worshipper, or child of nature, presenting unto the Lord an offering
according to his own fancy,--and going away rejected; aud the other,
the spiritual worshipper, or child of God, bringing unto Him a Divinely
appointed sacrifice, in faith,-and meeting with acceptance and approval.
It might, at a first glance, seem a strange thing, that God should
make so marked a distinction between Cain and Abel, with respect
to their offerings. Both came, one might say, with the same desire
to acknowledge and glorify God, presenting gifts according to their
circumstances in life: the tiller of the ground brought its fruits;
the herdsman brought the lamb from his flocks. When, however,
we look more closely into this matter, we see that Cain's offering was
made totally irrespective of the expressed will of God; Abel's was
presented in exact conformity to Divine direction The Lord had
decreed that no propitiatory sacrifice should be offered without blood.
Adam had been instructed in the great principle, to which the Old
and New Testament Church alike bear witness,-" Without shedding
of blood is no remission." Cain, therefore, must have learned the
determination of God to accept· alone the outpoured life-blood of
the animal as a typical sin-offering; and yet he preferred to judge
for himself what gift he should present to God, and chose the frnit
of the ground, as that which appeared to his mind most appropriate
and suitable. This was his fatal mistake; unwilling to submit to
God's revealed will, he erred in the very commencement of what he
intended as an act of worship. There was nothing wrong in his bring-
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ing the firat fruits .of the earth's produce as a gift to God: if we anticipate a little, and refer to the Mosaic law, we shall find that this very
thing was commanded; but it was not to be substituted for the
propitiatory blood-sacrifice; nor waa it to be burnt on the altar for
a aweet savour (Leviticua ii. 12). Cain brought the fruit of the
ground, to offer upon the altar, instead of the appointed lamb. Abel,
on the other hand, offered his aacrifice, according to the instructions
he had received; this is peculiarly made mauifest by the expression,
-" And the fat thereof." It would never have entered into the un·
taught mind that there was any particular virtue in the fat of beasts;
the same God Who in after-days gave in the Levitical Law auch an
eapecial revelation as to the sacred aymbolic character of both the
fat and the blood, muat have made known to Abel in what manner he
should offer his gift.
Thus we see the contraat between these two profeaaed worshippers;
the one guided by his carnal reaaon, the other by the teaching of the
Spirit. But, moreover, there is another difference: Cain presented
his gift in unbelief: as he came to God without blood, he felt no need
of that cleansing fountain of which it was the appointed sign; he had
no regard to the true ain-offering, which God had promised to accept
on behalf of fallen man. Abel offered his lamb in faith; from the
slain victim before him, he looked on through the long vista of coming
years, and saw Christ as God's chosen propitiation, bearing his sin,
and making atonement for his soul with blood. "By faith," says
St. Paul, " Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying
of his gifts." No doubt, therefore, can linger on our minds, as to the
reasons· why God had respect unto Abel and his offering, while unto
Cain and his offering He had not respect. The gift of the latter was
not accepted as a sacrifice. How beautifully God pleads with the
displeased Cain-" Why art thou wroth 1 and why is thy countenance
fallen 1 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted 1 and if thou
doest not well, sin Iieth at the door." Out of his own mouth, God
judged this wicked servant, and laid his rejection to his own charge.
At the same time He acknowledges his privilege of the birthright, as
the elder brother. "And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou
shalt rule over him." It is as much as if God said, " Although I have
approved and honoured Abel above thee, he will still treat thee with
the deference and submission of a younger brother, and it is My pleasure
that he should do so." We will not, at preaent, trace the instructive
narrative further; in the next Paper we shall follow it out to ita close.
The years of the cursed world rolled on. From time to time, as
the faithful followers of the martyred Abel offered their bleeding
sacrifices in faith to God, He "smelled a aweet aavour" (a savour of
rest, a.a it is in the marginal text). Even after the wickedness of
man had provoked the destructive flood of waters, we read that the
Lord was thus entreated with burnt-offerings for the earth; and as
He had not made a full end in the outpouring of His righteous
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indignation, so with favour He accepted the propitiatory oblations of
Noah, and established His covenant with him. At the same time
God warned men to respect the sacred sign of blood,-" Flesh with
the life thereof, which is the bwod thereof, shall ye not eat."
Let us now carry our thoughts onward to a period which may be
pre-eminently· called a dispensation of sacrifice, and consider the
offerings commanded by the M osaw Law, with their spiritual signification,
so far as God may be pleased to give us light.
We find the sacrifices of the Hebrew Church called by different
names, accordingly as they represented Christ, the one true propitiation, under various aspects. Thus we read of the Sin-Offeringthe Burnt-Offering-the Peace-Ofiering-the Meat-Offering.
Once in a year only, in the transactions of the gI'eat Day of Atonement, Israel saw the pattern of the great sacrifice as ofiered on Calval-Y,
by Christ Himself, the true High-priest of God.
Daily, in the Memorial· Ofierings of the congregation, Israel saw
the type of the child of God, in all ages using the sacrifice of Christ,
and presenting it by faith to his Father for acceptance.
The more attentively we study the typical observances of the Old
Testament· Church, the deeper will be our conviction of that which
St. Paul speaks of, as " the weakness and unprofitableness thereof; "
or their inadequacy to convey to the mind the fulness of glory contained in spiritual truths.
The Ceremonial Law gives back no unbroken inlage of heavenly
things.. It presents to us in a series of faint though precious emblems
the glorious realities which pertain to Him Who is the true Lamb of
God; and at the same time the Melchisedec Priest of our profession.
Thus we shall find that as the symbol continually fails to set forth
the heavenly substance, there is a doubling of type to communicate
a deeper and richer instruction.
Let us begin our study of the shadow of good things to come, by
turning to Leviticus xvi., and looking at the directions given to Aaron,
concerning his typical actions on the great Day of Atonement. On
that occasion only he was permitted to pass within the veil, and enter
. the Holiest of all. He was to do so as the actor in a two·fold type;
first, as the representative of the high-priest of the Gospel dispensation,
offering the atonement first for his own sins, as for those of the people,
entering with the blood thereof within the veil, to plead it in the presence
of God; secondly, as the representative of the sinless Melchisedec,
or High-priest of God, Christ Jesus, entering into the true Holy of
holies, or heaven itself, with the blood of His own ofiering, to sprinkle
it before the mercy-seat.
(To b<l conti"'Uld.)

MEEKNESS not only gives great peace of mind,blit often adds a
lustre to the countenance. We read of only three in Scripture whose
faces shone remarkably; namely, Christ, Moses, and Stephen, and they
were eminent for meekness.-M. Henry.
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1Jututant Jaeacon.
THE ALTAR.
By THE VERY REVEREND DEAN LAW, M.A.
To Imow the sanctifying power of grace, we must trace its actings in
holy men. A machine of many wheels is a complex puzzle, until
each part is seen in motion and in work. Thus it is by close study of
godly models, that we learn what spiritual temples can arise from
vile materials of earth; and how poor sinners, weak as we are, can
quit themselves like heroes in the field of trial.
The scene may vary with the sun and with the cloud. But still
some prominent marks can never. be obscured. The child of God will
always exhibit ready obedience to a heavenly Father's will-undoubting
trust in His Word-ealm submission to His guidance-constant
approach to Him ·through reconciling blood,-and hallowed joy in
prayer and praise. It is no tree of faith, if it be not laden with these
fruits. It is no purified metal, if it be not stamped with this image.
It is no heaven-born soul unless it prove its descent by these features.
It is no heavenward walk, except along .this consecrated road.
The truth of this is written, as with a sunbeam, in the annals of
Noah. God said, "Make thee an ark." The work, though strange,
is instantly begun. The Lord calls, .. Come thou and all tby house
into the ark." If there be perils without, there are also countless
pcrils within. But in calm confidence he enters ;-and in following the
Lord fully, he has all safety and all peace. Again the same voice
speaks, " Go forth of the ark." He leaves his refuge to stand on the
grave of a buried world. He had Imown the earth as the riot-house
of evil; but now it is a noiseless solitude. He reads in one vast ruin
the epitaph of sin.
It is rightly concluded, that worship was his first employ. .. Noah
builded an altar unto the I.ord." The peculiar moment gives 'peculiar
complexion to this act. Matters upon matters were crowding for
attention. He was houseless.-There was no fold for the herds.He had all to do; and all demanded thought, and plan, and arrangement, and effort, and toil. If ever man might plead, that distracting
necessities excluded God, Noah was that man. If ever there was a
time too full for thoughts of heaven, this was the time. But no.
All shall yield to Him, Who is above all. He, Who is First, shall have
the' first. He, Who is Best, shall have the best. The earth's first
building is an Altar to its Maker. The patriarch's first care is to bless
the care, which has so cared for him. His first posture is the bended
Imee and the uplifted hand.
Reader, if I seem to linger on the outskirts of my subject, it is to
press this point: Satan often holds back the arm upraised to knock
at mercy's gate by the check, Not now,-not yet. Earthly duties
must have their dues. This hour is claimed by the family-the trade
-or rest.. Listen not. No time is lost by giving it to God. No
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work is good, except begun, continued, and ended in Him. Devote
to Him your earliest-your last. He will not be your debtor. He,
Who never can be paid, will more than overpay you.
The Altar was raised, that offerings might bleed thereon. You
doubt not, that the dying victim and the flowing blood pictured the
dying of the Lamb of God. This is the first letter of the Gospel-primer.
It is, however, equally true, though not so obvious, that the Altar
preaches Him, Who is the sum and substance of redemption's wonders.
Jesus is every part of sin's atonement. As He is the true Priest, and
the true slain One, so, too, He is the true Altar. He presents Himself
to die upon Himself.
Believer, thus your sacrifice is perfect, because it is entirely Divine.
You have a Priest,-and only one; and He is passed into the heavens,
and sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high. You have a Lamband only one. No more is needed. And He died but once; for once
was absolutely sufficient to satisfy and save. So, too, you have an
Altar, and only one. It ever stands before the throne of God. Jesus
is this Altar.
.
This is no dream of fancy. It is the faithful saying of our God.
The Spirit Himself leads to the Altar, and bids us read in it this Gospellesson. He guided the Apostle's lips to utter, " We have an Altar"
(Heb. xiii. 10). Therefore an Altar is counted among our treasures.
But where is it? It must be where the Priest is, and where the blood
is. They are not here. They are within the veil of heaven. There,
too, is our Altar; and, being in heaven, it can only be the Lord Jesus.
This is the well of truth, which the Spirit opens. With joy let us
draw water from it.
The Altar has many uses; but this is the main ;-it is the victim's
dying bed. Hence Jesus, when He comes to die, must have such a
bed. Now, let faith go back to Calvary,-the cradle of its hopes.
There, in the Eulness of time, our great High Priest is seen, leading a
willing Lamb. The Lamb is Himself. It bears no common burden,
" for the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." The weight
of one sin would thrust a soul for ever and ever, downward and downward, deeper and deeper into the bottomless pit of woe. But who
can count the sins, under which Jesus groans? The number is infinite,
and each a mass, which knows no measure.
On what altar, then, can this heavy-laden Sufferer lie? Let all
angels spread beneath Him their combined strength,-it is but a broken
reed. Shall worlds be piled upon worlds ?-They would crumble into
dust. Heaven can give no aid. It is all dark above, when Jesus
cries, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" Earth has
fled. He looked, but there was no man.
But all that He needed He has in Himself. His Deity is the Altar
of His expiring humanity. He is His own succour. Supported by
Himself, He fails not under the whole flood of J ehovah's outpoured
wrath. Upheld by Himself, He drinks the last dreg of the cup of
fury. Firm on this rock He pays, until justice cries, Enough. Strong
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in His own might, He satisfies, until satisfaction overflows. Immovably based on His own Godhead, He blots out iniquity, until
iniquity no more is found.
Reader, I thus earnestly exalt Jesus, as the one Altar of expiation,
that you may learn more clearly, that He is All in buying the soul
from death. Believe me, it is not easy, it is not common, to see this
truth in its unclouded glory. Satan and all hell strain every nerve
at every moment to darken it with mists. Poor nature is prone to
drink the potion, that some help from Christ makes all things safe.
Self, bewitched with self and self-performances, fondles the conceit,
that man's meritoriousness, decked with Christ's merits, is the key of
heaven. What is this, but to build an altar of human rubbish, with
human tools, and then add Christ thereto? •
This is the delusion, which, with Christ on its front, stalks through
the earth, and murders thousands. This is the poison tree, beneath
the shade of which many lie down and dream that they make Christ
their only hope, while the main weigbt of trust is hung on self. This
is the fiend, which mocks the lost, by showing them too late that
Christ extolled in name, is not Christ reigning in the heart. This is
the foe, which often makes the faithful ministry a fruitless field. Men
fancy that to hear of Christ, and to commend the sound, amounts to
saving grace.-Self, in some form, is earth's loved altar.
Here is the deep mischief of the Church of Rome. Here is the net
so speciously wrought--so craftily spread-by that power of darkness.
That heresy admits enough of Christ to calm the conscience, but it
retains enough of self to slay the soul. It denies not, that Jesus lived
and died to save; but it denies that Jesus alone can suffice. It therefore erects altars very many-and very high-and very captivating
to sense and fancy. It makes these the real groundwork of the sinner's
hope. It then surmounts the whole with Christ, and, like a Babelbuilder, thinks, that the su=it will extend to heaven. There is a
semblance of uplifting Christ. But it is Christ added to angels-Christ
added to saints-Christ added to a train of mediators and intercessors
-Christ added to the church-Christ added to penance-Christ added
to purgatory-Christ, as the pinnacle of a pyramid of man's deserts.
This is the papal gospel. But the feet of the image are of clay.
It cannot stand ;-and its downfall will crush, like Dagon's temple.
Others sport with this idol, who are papists in heart, though not in
name. They find an altar in forms, and services, and self-denials,
and superstitiorrs. They build on a foundation of their own, and then
call Christ to decorate their structure. They grant, that the scale is
light without Him; so at last they cast in the plea of His merits to
supply defects. This creed may seem to lead to life, but it goes
down to hell. The word is sure, " Christ is become of no effect unto
you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from
grace" (Gal. v. 4).
But there are other uses of the Altar. It received the gifts and first
fruits of the worshipper. From it supplies of food were taken. To it
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the guilty fled. Its ground was a sanctuary. Its horns a refuge.
Jesus is all this.
Reader, your calling is to dedicate yourself-your soul-your bodyall that you are--all that you have--all that you can d~a sacrifice
to God. Yon may not keep anything from Him, Who has given more
than all heaven for your ransom. Settle this truth, then, steadily
in your mind; that there is no acceptance for person, or services,
except in the Beloved. Words and works are worse than worthless,
except when offered in the faith, and througb the merits, and for the
sake of Jesus. That fruit is only rottenness, which is not sanctified
by His blood, and consecrated to His glory. Cement yonrself,-your
every intent,-your every doing to Him. Nothing but the rich incense,
which curls from this Altar, can render you, and your life, a sweet
savour unto God.
Reader, be much in prayer. This is the breath of a living soul.
Each moment is a need, each moment should be a heaven-ascending
cry. But it is only at one Altar, that petitions gain power to prevail.
Supplicants, with Christ in their arms, take heaven by storm. But
prayer unmixed with Christ, is a smoke vanishing into air. It is
scattered, as the chaff of the summer threshing-floors.
Abound, too, in thanksgiving. The command is, .. In everything
gi ve thanks." The tide of mercies 'ever flows. Shall the stream of
grateful love ever ebb 1 But it is no welcome praise, unless it be
fragrant from this Altar. Adoration must here plume its wings, or
it can never fly above the skies.
The soul needs hourly food. And it is here, that it must seek refreshment. Rich indeed is the repast to which the Gospel calls! The
Word-the promises-the ordinances-the sacraments-are spread
as an abundant feast. But it is Christ, Who constitutes the essence
of the nourishment. Apart from Him means of grace are but a choking
husk.
The Altar, too, had horns. The offender clinging to them was safe.
No avenging hand could touch him. Thus all, who flee to Christ,
may smile at every foe. No threat of the law, no sword of justice,
no pursuer's rage can harm_
Happy the believer, who has made this Altar the home of his safe
delights! Beneath its shelter he will often resolve, Here I have laid
down the burden of my every sin; here will I add, by the Spirit's
power, the whole of a devoted and adoring life. He, Who is the Altar
on which I die to sin, shall be the Altar, on which I live to God. For
pardon and for godliness, Christ shall be my All.
(FROK .. CHRIST IS ALL.")

THOUGH God deliver not out of trouble, yet He delivers from the
ill in trouble, from despair in trouble, by snpporting the spirit; nay,
He delivers. by tronble, for He sanctifies the trouble to cure the sou],
and by less troubles He delivers from greater.-Dr. StObes.
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND- NAVY.
To THE EDITOR OF THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
DEAR Sm,-The two following letters received recently from soldiers
are very encouraging, as showing how much the books sent out are
appreciated and valued. This is a matter that calls for much rejoicing
and thankfulness, for it is a glorious privilege to be permitted to
scatter truth in these truth-despising days, remembering the great
promise, "For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven,
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it
bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to
the eater: so shall My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it
shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that "Which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it" (lea. Iv.
10, ll). From a Lancer: "Thanks very much for the books. The
Lord Jesus came and touched me some ten years ago, and has been
and is very precious to me since. Satan sometimes tries me very
hard, but none shall pluck you from my Father's hand. I love the
Word of God. The promises of God are in Christ yea and am,m to
those who believe. Your books will be appreciated, be assured, whenever
you send them, and may God richly reward and bless you for your
love and labour to the saints." From Royal Field Artillery: "Thank
you so much for not only sending the books but also thinking of my
comrades. I occasionally give them away besides taking them to the
hospitals and I believe God uses them to bring sinners to Himself.
, 0 that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and His wonderful works to the children of men.' There is power in prayer and I
would value your prayers on behalf of the men of this camp, that we
who are His ambassadors may be faithful and that the Holy Spirit
will convict of sin, convince of the need of a Saviour and convert
sinners to Himself."
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, May, 1912.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE 105th Annual Meeting of this God-honoured institution was
celebrated on Friday evening, May 3rd, by a public meeting in the
Pillar Hall of the Cannon Street Hotel. The attendance was large,
and was essentially characteristic, for every person present seemed to
be at a huge family party, so beautiful was the spirit of Christian
brotherliness which marked the gathering-a striking feature of the
whole work which evidently specially appealed to the Chairman and
-the leading speakers, and was referred to in their addresses. The
basis of this element of personal service is eloquently set forth in the
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Report just issued, whIch can be obtained from Mr. Hazelton, at 19,
Ludgate Hill. It says: "The command and example of our Divine
Redeemer; the injunctions of the Apostles; the practice of the Early
Church, and the love of God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy
Ghost Who is given unto us," constitute a clear Scriptural call to the
Lord's people to this service.
Sir Alfred Pearce Gould, K.C.V.O., F.R.C.S., made a most sympathetic Chairman, and supporting him were the Dean of Canterbury, the Revs. F. C. Lovely, W. Sinden, W. Brooke, T. L. Sapey,
W. S. J. Brown, and Messrs. F. A. Bevan and Alfred Hayles (Treasurers),
G. E. Morgan, A. Boulden, H. S. Nunn, D. Catt, T. Carr, W. Bumstead,
T. Green, G. Doudney, and a number of members of the Board of
!danagement. After a hymn, the Rev. T. L. Sapey led the meeting
III prayer.
.
Mr. J. E. Hazelton then presented an abstract of the 105th Annual
Report, and said that the claim of age was the claim weakness laid
on strength; the claim of wisdom on inexperience and the claim of
the venerable past on the present. Godly old age added a stronger,
higher, nobler title still to the consideration and help of all who had a
fellow-feeling with the poor of " the household of faith," and the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society was constituted 105 years ago to provide a
means of ministration to their" kindred in Christ" sorely in need of the
tender compassion and outstretched hand of " strangers and pilgrims."
The truth declared in the Divinely-inspired Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments, summarised in their trust deed, and prefixed to the
published Annual Reports, constituted the basis of the Society, and in
faithful adherence to which all its work was carried on. This declaration
contained nothing of a denominational character, but was in substantial
agreement with Luther, Calvin, and the English Reformers and
Puritans, and with Bunyan, Whitefield, Huntington, Hawker, Bishop
Waldegrave, and" so great a cloud of wItnesses." The founders of
the institution were one in "the faith once for all delivered to the
saints," and it was not less dear to their successors. No authority
could be added to a " Thus saith the Lord," and in the strength of this
sure Word the Committee had been kept" in the old paths, where is the
good way." Safety, simplicity, sympathy, and Scripturalness might
be held to characterize the methods of the institution. The money
subscribed was not wasted on needless expenses, economy consistent
with efficiency being exercised by the Board, who reviewed at frequent
interVals the cost of working, keeping all expenses well within 10 per
cent. The work of the Society was twofold-the granting of life
pensions of five, seven, and ten guineas per annum, and the maintenance
of seven homes where many of the pensioners had comfortable dwellings
in 'life's eventide. The greater number of the pensioners of 70 years
of age and upwards were recipients of the old-age pension, but this
did not debar them from' the help .of the Society, for in most cases
there was no other' reliable income. At present there were 1,1119
pensioners in all parts of the United Kingdom. Upwards of £11,900
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had been dist,ributed among them, and to meet the entire expenditure
on the pensions and the homes upwards of £43 daily was needed. The
average duration of the pensions was twelve years, but many of the
beneficiaries had been on the list upwards of twenty, and three more
than thirty years. In addition to the pensions, the Committee had
been enabled to' distrib,ute nearly £1,500 during the year from the
special benefaction of the late Mr. J. T. Morton. The seven homes
contained 200 of the Society's pensioners, and the wants of those who
inhabited them were tenderly ministered to by the lady visitors, whose
kindly services the Committee desired emphatically to recognize.
The Chairman said that the fact that the Society was celebrating its
l05th anniversary was sufficient testimony to the value of its work in
the community, and the fact that the Society still carried on its beneficent
work amongst them with its old-time vigour was the best evidence
that it met a real want amongst God's aged poor ;md comme'nded itself
to the consciences of the more happily placed of God's people. Everyone in that room was aware of the benefits conferred by this Society,
and he knew personally aged friends of his who had very narrow
resources in the closing yeat·s of thdir life, and to them' great light, joy,
and help had been given in their darkest days. Much was done to
lighten burdens which would otherwise have to be painfully endured.
There were many points about the Society concerning which he would
like to speak. The fact that it helped people toward the end of their
lives appealed to all. There were many. whose lot was so unhappy
that, labour as they would, economise as they might, there was never
any hope of saving enough to provide for their later years. It was
for these, and especially for the consistent Christian portion, that the
Society provided. One particular point in the work of the Society
which he commended was the place it gave to personal service on
behalf of these aged pilgrims. The Committee did not merely send
out its money, but it sent out loving bearers of these good things with
loving hearts and helpful words. These, much more than money,
lightened the burden of old age. In his estimation this element of
personal service on the part of Christians towards Christians should
be even more developed, more stress laid upon it and emphasized. It
was the one thing lacking that they needed to introduce into their
social organization. He was sure they would all recognize that within
the last few years there had come over the' community at large, and
particularly over the Christian Church, the importance of this side of
Christian life. They were no longer content to pay subscriptions,
give doles, and distribute tracts without a word. The great need they
all felt was the contact of heart with heart. They needed to follow
more and more in the footsteps of Him Who was with them as " One
that serveth." This Society offered to those associated with it the
opportunity of personal service to the poorer and older Christian
members of the community, and' for that reason it deserved their
heartiest support.
The Dean of Canterbury then moved the following resolution:
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" That this meeting accepts the One Hundred and Fifth Annual Report
with renewed thankfulness to Almighty God for the blessing which
has rested upon the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society during the past
year, recognizing in ita ministration a fresh call to perseverance and
prayer, and it is ordered that the R3port be printed and circulated,
the following being the Committee for the current year [names were
read], with power to add to their number."
The Dean pointed out that it was a remarkable thing that the Society
100 years ago should practically have anticipated the great necessity
which had been recognized by the State within the last few years by
providing old-age pensions. If they wanted to make aged people
happy, however, it could not be done alone by giving them the pensions,
but by making them feel that they were surrounded by the friendship
and love of those who were younger than themselves. The more what
he called the automatic system of assistance was developed the more
societies like theirs should be extended and cultivated. The money
was distributed to the pensioners in a spirit of Christian charity and
sympathy. Dean Alford's tomb in St. Martin's, Canterbury, bore the
inscription, " The lodging of a traveller who is on his way to Jerusalem."
The same might be said of those of Christ's poor people whom the
Society aided. It was carrying on not merely a most necessary but a
most, beneficial work, and he was glad to be able to say a few words in
its support.
Mr. F. A. Bevan seconded the resolution, and said that he had so
often spoken for the Society that he felt it quite impossible to say
anything new in advocating its cause. It was, however, always the
greatest possible pleasure to him to come to the Annual Meeting and
to be connected with the Society. As a man of business, he found
that no organization was more admirably and soundly conducted, for
its Secretary was one of the most valued agents for good it was his
privilege to know. He trusted that Mr. Hazelton might long be spared
to give his life to the Society. The older he grew the more he valued
the Society and the more he was in sympathy with its objects and
met~ods. He wished all the pensioners could have the ten-guinea
penSIOn.
Mr. W. H. Seagram said he liked the Society because it was
undenominational, because it believed ill the Divine inspiration of
the Scriptures, and because it cared for poor saints. He did not think
'that, generally speaking, they cared sufficiently for the saints of God.
If any of those present were rich he appealed to them not to forget to
mention the Society in their wills. The resolution was adopted
unanimously
The second resolution was as follows: "That the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society, by its Protestant and Scriptural basis, its undenominational work, and its widely extended operations by its Life Pensions
and Homes, is worthy of increased support; and this meeting
emphasizes the need for new annual subscriptions, especially of 7s.•
lOa., and l4s."
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Mr. George E. Morgan, in moving this resolution, said that possibly
to some who heard the title of the Society for the fi rst time it might
sound rather old-fashioned, and they might be inclined to laugh. But
he asked such to think of what the title stood for; of the pathos of its
long years of service. Their resolution spoke of the Protestant and
Scriptural basis of the work. There were some who might even think
those principles out of date. Who, they might ask, now thinks anything about Protestantism 1 This Society, however, stood for the
foundation principle of Protestantism, " No barrier between a seeking
soul and a seeking Saviour." This Society exalted the living Word,
and the living Word was never out of date. There were two quite
modern things about the Society. Its needs were as great as at any
time in the 105 years of the Society's history, and its appeal was never
out of date.
.
The resolution was seconded by the Rev. W. Brooke, of Croydon,
-.yho declared that' it was to him a great personal pleasure to· be
associated with that God-honoured and useful Society. Old age was
wonderful to him, and appealed most forcefully. He dwelt on three
things of value in aged Christian life: the value of its experience, .the
judgment and prudence manifested, and the deep spiritual perception
as showing the way of endless life.
The Rev. W. Sinden, in supporting the resolution, said that in these
days of declension the Society had never wavered. How many societies
in their knowledge had so faithfully maintained their basis 1 The
executive were determined that God should be honoured in the work
of the Society. The resolution was carried unanimously.
On the motion of Mr. W. S. J. Brown, seconded by Mr. T. Green, a
vote of thanks was accorded to Sir Alfred Pearce Gould for presiding
over the first part of the meeting, and to Mr. A. Hayles (one of the
Treasurers), who took his place towards the close of the proceedings.
The Rev. W. Brooke pronounced the Benediction, and the meeting
concluded.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE past month has been as usual remarkable for the May Meetings.
The various Protestant and Evangelical Societies have gathered their
supporters together to report progress and to stimulate each other to
go forward in the work of the Lord in which they are engaged. The
need for Protestant testimony by such societies as the Church Association, the Protestant Reformation Society, the Calvinistic Protestant
Union, and the Kensit Crusade is as great as ever, and the duty of
preaching the Gospel of the grace of God, both at home and abroad, is
still the order of the great Head of the Church. Our prayer is that our
Evangelical Societies, whose object is to make known the Gospel and
to circulate the Word of God, may be increasingly loyal to those great
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Evangelical principles which marked the testimony of those who
founded them.
An important debate on the use of Vestments took place at the
meetings of the Upper House of the Convocation of York, on May 8th
and 9th. The Bisbop of Chester moved a resolution recommending
the permissive use of a distinctive "vestment" by ministers at the
Lord's Supper-that is to say, "a white chasuble and a white alb
plain." This resolution, we regret to say, was seconded by the Bishop
of Durham. The Bishop of Manchester, in an able and vigorous speech,
strongly opposed the motion, and was supported in his action by the
Bishop of Newcastle. In the end the following amendment was
moved .by the Bishop of Liverpool: "That whereas the permissive
use of the alb plain and the white chasuble is undesirable, as tending
to accentuate strife in reference to the administration of Holy Communion, and as wounding the consciences of a large body of loyal
Churchmen and Churchwomen who cannot dissociate the reintroduction
of such vestments disused in the Church of England since the Reformation from the avowed desire of many Churchmen to revive pre-Reformation doctrines and practices in the Church of England; that this House
do humbly recommend to His Majesty to give no consent to anyalteration of the Ornaments Rubric or any canon which would permit the use
in parish churches of such ornaments by the minister as ceased to be
used after the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign." The question
was then put to the vote, with the following result: For the Amendment-the Bishops of Liverpool, Manchester, Carlisle, Newcastle, and
Sodor and Man. Against-The Archbishop, the Bishops of Durham,
Chester, Wakefield, and Ripon. The house was thus equally divided,
and the Archbishop did not exercise his casting vote, inasmuch as this
was not the final stage in the proceedings on this question.

At the sixty-fifth annual meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, held
at the Holborn Restaurant on May 7th, the following resolution of
sympathy with Protestants in Ireland was passed: "That this meeting
desires, through its chairman, Lord Langford, to express to the members
and friends of the Irish branch of the Evangelical Alliance, and to all
Protestants in Ireland, its deep feeling of sympathy with them at the
present juncture, and further expresses the hope that God will graciously overrule the course of events so that nothing may endanger the
cause of true religion in the sister isle or lead to internecine strife."
We deeply regret to record the death of Mr. Edward Newman
Knocker, of The Yews, Reigate. Mr. Knocker's home-call took place
on May 2nd, within three days of his 82nd birthday. He was the
second son of the late Capt. J. B. Knocker, R.N., of Dover. The
distinctive truths for which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE stands were precious
to his heart, and he loved the men who stood in the old paths.

