THE

LATE

REV.

ROBERT

MURRAY

McCHEYNE

(U/ Dnndee; Author of ,; When this passiug 'Wodd
(md othel' 11111lt'u.v.)

{IJ

dOl/c,"

THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
.. COlfJl'ORT YE, COMFORT YE HY PEOPLE, S.UTH YOUR GOD,"
.. ENDRA.VOURlliG TO KEEP THE UNlTY Oi' THE SPIRIT IN TaR DOND Oil' PEACH."
.. JESUS C9RIS'I', TlIE SAME YESTERDAY, A...1iD TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER."

No. 570,
NKW SKRI&S.

l

J

No. 1.770.
{ OLD SKRlE8

JUNE, 1913.

~1)£ .1famil~ ~Ottion;
OR,

WORDS OF' SPIRITUAl. CAD'rIOK. COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

Who oomforteth us in all our tribula.tion, t.hat we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 000."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE LORD KNOWETH!
" The Lord kIWWeth them that are His."-2

TIMOTHY

ii. 19.

THE knowledge of our GOD is perfect; it embraces the minutest
particulars of His redeemed people's interests, not only in time, but
throughout the infinite cycles of a blessed eternity! He knows
the end from the beginning! All His thoughts and purposes
emanate from the infinite depths of His heart. And we adoringly
trace the wonders of His designs and the perfections of His skill
till we willingly are lost in the heights and depths of the eternal
realities-and reflect that these are but" parts of His ways," and
that" the thunder of His power" passes all possibility of description!
Well may the Patriarch JOB adoringly exclaim, "GOD thundereth
marvellously with His voice; great things doeth He, which we
cannot comprehend" (JOB xxxvii. 5). And if the providential
marvels of His dealings are the wonder of His people-as men;
what must be their admiration and adoration as new men, by
glace ~ What can the new creature say, who is made only a little
lower than angels; aye, more than that, who is made in the likeness
of GOD Himself as His holy Word has itself witnessed and is
destined to stand eternally before the throne on which shall sit the
SON OF GOD Himself for ever and ever!
Yea, " GOD only knows "21
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1. The love which He bears His people. That dateless love He
ouly can estimate; that love He has estimated, has exquisitely
poised its preciousness, its absolute freeness, and the illimitable
duration of its future blessedness! Each Person in the ever
Blessed" and Eternal TRINITY perfectly, and always-gauges the
vastness and sovereignty of that holy affection, and finds His
delight and satisfaction in its ceaseless outflow and overflowing
fullness! The ascended, coming, and adorable LAMB is "the
glory" of the Paradise of GOD, for which the blood-washed multitude are now expectantly awaiting. Every moment realized by
the saints within the pearly gates above is but the beginning of their
heaven of heavens! All the exquisite beauties of that prepared
resting-place .of the family of GOD are in store for His elect,
ransomed, Church-and in the twinkling of an eye the fullness of
all that the faithful GOD has promised may be possessed! The
beautiful Bride of the LAMB is just hotying-unto the end! The Seer
JOHN heard the Angelic words-" He saith unto me, Seal not the
sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time ;s at hand"
(Rev. xxii. 10). Beloved Brother, let us wait-and let us also
adoringly sing" Let me be with THEE where THOU art,
My SAVIOUR, my Eternal REST;
Then only will this longing heart
Be fully and for ever blest.
" Let me be with THEE where THOU art,
Thine unveiled glory to behold;
Then only will this wandering heart
Cease to be treacherous, faithless, cold.
" Let me be with THEE where THOU art,
Where spotless saints THY name adore;
Then only will this sinful heart
Be evil and defiled no more.
" Let me be with THEE where THOU art,
Where none can die, whence none remove;
There neither death.nor life will part
Me from Thy presence "and Thy love."

-C. Elliou.
Clad m the spotless white vestments of the redeemed, the
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ransomed throng of the saved are ready in a moment to be called
up higher to swell the songs of the redeemed, and to give all the
praises of their salvation to JEHOvAH-the FATHER, the SON, and
the ETERNAL SPIRIT!
2. Those HOLY THREE alone know the height and depth of the
stupendousness of the SALVATION which was gratuitously bestowed
by Them on hell-deserving sinners! But JEHOVAH does perfectly
know! He knows the full extent of the purchase, and He knows
the costliness of the precious blood that was exacted and paid. in
justice for the great Salvation! The LORD JESUS declared to His
people, in the days of His flesh, " All things are delivered unto Me
of My FATHER; and no man knoweth the SON, but the FATHER;
neither knoweth any man the FATHBR, save the SON, and he to
whomsoever the SON will reveal Him " (Matt. xi. 27). His special
redemption, which pertains to His people, the Church, His Elect,
is thus spoken of by that faithful pastor of CHRIST, SAMUEL
RUTHERFORD, in his "Ohrist Dying and Drawing SinneJfs to Himself" :-" All that CHRIST dyed for, are justified and reconciled by
His death, and shall much more be 'saved by His life' (Rom. v. 10;
John i. 7). And GOD requireth not one debt twice; if CHRIST
sustained the persons of all the elected, as He died for His friends
(John xv. 13); for His sheep (Jno. x. 11); for His Church (Ephes.
v. 25); for many (Matt. xx. 28); for His enemies (Rom. v. 10);
for the ungodly, and unjust (1 Pet. ill. 18); for His brethren (Heb.
ii. 1; 1 Jno. ill. 16); and not for their good only, so as they might
all and everyone have perished eternally, that CHRIST died for;
then cannot they die eternally, for then CHRIST should first have
paid their debt, and they must pay for that debt over again,
eternally in hell; then might CHRIST be a REDEEMER, a PRIEST,
a HUSBAND, a SAVIOUR, and HEAD, and have no ransomed ones,
no subjects, no Israel He intercedes for, and offers His soul, no
spouse, no saved people, no members, no Church." Brethren
beloved, the pure and heaven-certified Gospel of CHRIST has once
for ever settled of His flock, "I go to prepare a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive
you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And
whither I go ye know, and the way ye know" (Jno. xiv. 2-4). This
word is explicit, definite, and final.

324

The Gospel Magazine
" Soon where earthly beauty blinds not,
No excess of beauty palls,
Salem, city of the holy,
We shall be within thy walls!
There beside yon crystal river,
There beneath life's wondrous tree,
There with nought to cloud or sever,
Ever with the LAMB to be,
Heir of glory,
That shall be for thee and me ! "

-Bonar.

The hour of our last conflict with sin draws nigh! Oh, blessed
deliverance! Mter warfare, rest is indeed blessed and grateful !
3. What an exchange the waiting saints will suddenly realize,
when the LORD'S long-pledged promise to His waiting saints on earth
has its blessed fulfilment! "Then shall the righteous shine forth
as the sun in the kingdom of their FATHER" (Matt. ix. 43). Two
thousand years ago-almost-His blessed lips, His absolutely
faultless lips, uttered the promise of His SECOND COMING-" But
unto you that fear My Name shall the SUN of RIGHTEOUSNESS
arise with healing [Heb. health] in His wings; and ye shall go forth,
and grow up as calves of the stall" (Mal. iv. 2). Then" The glory
shall be revealed" (1 Pet. v. 1). That sure pledge still awaits its
faithful accomplishment. It cannot miscarry-" That great City,
the HOLY JERUSALEM . . . having the glory of GOD . . . and her
light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone.
clear as crystal. For there shall be no night there" (Rev. xxi.
10, 11, 14). And it is Divinely prornised-" They shall see His
face; thine eyes shall see the KING in His beauty; we shall see
Him as He is" (Rev. xxii. 4, 5). Oh, what a hope has the poorest
heir of glory in the sworn pledge of the GOD and FATHER of the
LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who to-day sits enthroned at His right hand!
the hope that, childlike, rests in His Gospel promise which shall be
faithfully kept when the Resurrection morn dawns upon His
waiting saints. An old and peculiarly gracious and gifted Divine
writes, "These (the elect) whom the LORD hath chosen to life are
given of the FATHER to CHRIST, and all such are raised up at the
last day and saved (John vi. 37, 39), and CHRIST cannot lose one
of them (John xvii. 9), yea, He can lose nothing of them, neither
soul nor body, neither' a leg, nor a piece of an ear of His sheep,'
as He speaks, so CHRIST speaketh (John vi. 39), yea, (1 Cor. xv. 23)
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, Every man shall be raised in his own order.' ' Then cometh the
end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to GOD even the
FATHER'; He presents His conquessed ones, not one lad, or tbe
most despised girl, fall by, or are miscounted in the telling. We
have often groundless jealousies touching CHRIST, '0 He hatb
forgotten -me'; but that is to say, CHRIST is not faithful in His
charge, and the FATHER gave so many thousands to His keeping;
but He loosed the largest half of them, now to be given of the
FATHER to CHRIST, must note CHRIST'S accepting of the receipt of
them, by dying for those so given of the FATHER to Him, for another
way of giving, but either in election from eternity, or of fitting
them in time for actual believing, no man knows; but either way,
'all given, are raised up at the last day' (John vi. 39), and so all
redeemed must either be chosen from eternity, or then in time
believe, and so believe, and so be raised at the last Day; then
there can be none redeemed but such as are chosen and saved."
But the Word definitely and decidedly records, that, in the resurrection every man shall be raised up "in his own order; CHRIST
the firstfruits; afterward they that are CHRIST'S, at His coming."
Blessed be GOD, there will be no mistakes made-in the smallestwhen the KING'S" jewels" are reckoned up by the WONDERFUL
NUMBERER! Not a sheep, or even the feeblest lamb, will be oveIlooked in the throng of the blessed ones of GOD, "in that Day" !
The word of pledge has already passed the lips of Him Who loved
and died for the whole Flock, and has once for ever solemnly
declared, "They shall never perish, neither shall anyone pluck
them out of My hand" !
" For yet a little while, and He that shall come, will come, and
will not tarry" (Heb. x. 37).
" For Thy free electing favour,
Thee, 0 FATHER, we adore;
JESUS, our redeeming SAVIOUR,
Thee we worship evermore:
HOLY GHOST, from both proceeding,
Let Thy praise the church employ,
Earnest of our future heaven,
Source of holiness and joy."
-Augustus M. Toplady, 1776.
Clifton,
THE EDITOR.
May 21st, 1913.
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THE PRESERVATION OF THE FAITHFUL.
" The Lord preserveth the faithful."-PsALM xxxi. 23.

THE preservation of God's people is a truth full of unspeakable
comfort to the children of God. There are some who tell us that
a man may be saved to-day and lost to-morrow. We believe,
however, in the final preservation of all the elect people of
God. We believe that they are "saved in the Lord with an
everlasting salvation," and that" neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord." We appropriate to our soul's comfort the precious
assurance of our adorable and glorified Saviour when He said concerning His sheep, "They shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of My hand." Thus, though the Lord's redeemed
people are absolutely helpless in themselves, and would certainly
perish if the Lord were to abandon them, we know that" the
Lord will not cast off His people, neither will He forsake His
inheritance." With John Kent we ask :" What from Christ my soul shall sever,
Bound by everlasting bands 1
Once in Him, in Him for ever:
. Thus the eternal Covenant stands;
None shall pluck me
From the Strength of Israel's hands."
Now it is of this precious truth-the preservation of the Lord's
people-that the Psalmist speaks when he says, "The Lord
preserveth the faithful." Let us fix our attention first on the
word "faithful" and then on the assurance of their preservation.
First, it may be pointed out, that the faithful are those who have
faith in God and faith in Christ as their atoning Saviour.
The Epistle to the Ephesians is addressed to " the faithful in Christ
Jesus," and that to the Colossians is addressed to "the faithfttl

brethren in Christ." Here the word means those who have faith
in Christ, those who are believers in Him. Our Lord said to
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Thomas, "Be not faithless, but faithful" (Greek 7r1<7T6~). That is,
be a believer in Me as the risen One. Have we faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ? Have we renounced all faith in our own righteousneS$, and are we trusting only in the blood and righteousness of
Him Who is "the Lord our Righteousness"? We can not be
said to be among the company of the faithful unless we have been
saved by grace, through a faith which is not of ourselves, but which
is the gift of God.
Secondly, the fmihful are those who serve God faithfully.
They are loyal to Him Who hath saved them and called them
by His .grace. Faithfulness was one of the great characteristics
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He was " a merciful and faithful High
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the
sins of the people." He" was faithful to Him that appointed Him "
(Heb. ii. 17; iii. 2). As our great High Priest He was faithful in
the discharge of His priestly functions. He said, " The Lord God
hath opened Mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned
away back. I gave My back to the smiters, and My cheeks to
them that plucked off the hair: I hid not My face from shame
and spitting" (Isa. 1. 5, 6). "Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God."
That was His supreme aim, and He rested not until He had" offered
Himself without spot to God," that so He might" put away sin by
the sacrifice of Himself." He is also described as "the faithful
witness" (Rev. i. 5). He bOJ:e faithful testimony. He faithfully
delivered His Father's message, " He Whom God hath sent speaketh
the words of God." Whether men received or rejected His testimony, He continued to make known His Father's word. He is
thus the pre-eminent example to His people in the matter of faithfulness to God. His meat was to do the will of Him That sent Him.
The Apostle Paul described himself and Apollos as "ministers of
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God," and he added, "It
is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful." Faithful
ministers of the Gospel are one of the great needs of the time. We
need men who will be loyal to God,. and loyal to His truth, and who
will faithfully proclaim the Gospel of the grace of God, whether
men will hear or whether they will forbear. They should be able .
to say through Divine grace, "I have not shunned to declare unto
you all the counsel of God." How beautiful is the testimony of Paul
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concerning one of God's ministers, as given in his Epistle to the
Ephesians. He says: "Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful
minister in the Lord, shall make known unto you all things." In
like manner it is required in all God's people that they should be
faithful in serving God. Their risen and glorified Lord says to
them, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of
life." At all costs let us seek to be faithful. And how bleSsed will
it be when the same voice which thus speaks from heaven shall say
to His faithful ones when He comes again, "Well done, good and
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord." To hear these words of commendation will make up for all
the trials which faithfulness brings to the loyal servants of God.
Thirdly, it may be noticed, that the faithful are those who serve
men faithfully.
The prophet Daniel was a conspicuous example of faithfulness to
those who are placed over us in the providence of God. When
Darius the Median took the Babylonian kingdom, he set up over
it a hundred and twenty princes, and over these three presidents,
of whom Daniel was first. Daniel was thus placed in a position of
great authority and responsibility in the service of an earthly king.
The other presidents and the princes were jealous of his power, and
" sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom;
but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was
faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him." Daniel
was faithful to God, and therefore he was faithful in the discharge
of those duties which had been entrusted to him by his earthly
sovereign. He served the king "not with eyeservice as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God" (Col. iii. 22).
Such faithfulness should characterize all God's children. They
should do their duty" in that state of life in which it shall please
God to call them." Faithfulness to God is manifested by our
faithfulness in the discharge of our earthly duties. It ought never
to be possible for a servant of God to be described as untrustworthy.
Many years ago we were much struck when our attention was drawn
to the Bible of a Christian maidservant who is now in glory. It
was noticed that she had underlined those passages in the Epistles
which speak of the duties of servants to their masters. This is
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practical Christianity, and our Lord and Master says, "He that is
faithful in that which is least, is faithfCl also in much."
Let us now consider the preeious promise made concerning the
faithful. "The Lord preserveth the faithful." They are His
chosen people. They trust in Him; they serve Him, and He
preserveth them. They can not preserve or keep themselves, but
He is their Preserver and Keeper.
First, He preserves them though they are few in number.
The truly faithful are in the minority. Few there be that enter
the strait gate and walk in the narrow way. The fewness of God's
people is felt more painfully in some neighbourhoods than in
others. While we write these lines a lady has been telling us how
few are the people with whom she can have Christian fellowship.
The Psalmist felt this when he cried, " Help, Lord; for the godly
man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the children of men"
(Ps. xii. 1). Solomon must have felt this when he said, " A faithful
man, who can find ~" Elijah felt it when he said, "I, even I only,
am left: and they seek my life to take it away." But though the
faithful are comparatively few, they are none the less precious to
the Lord. Where two or three of the faithful are gathered together
in His name, there He also is in the midst of them. Let the lonely
ones in families, in places of business, in villages, and in remote
districts remember that "The Lord preserveth the faithful"
though they be isolated and though they be few in number. The
individual believer may say, " I am poor and needy; yet the Lord
thinketh upon me."
Further, the Lord preserveth the faithful in all temporal dangers
and needs.
He preserved Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego when they were
cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Upon their bodies
"the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed,
neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed
on them." God delivered His faithful servants that trusted in
Him: He preserved Daniel when he was cast into the den of
lions, so that "no manner of hurt was found upon him, because
he believed in his God." He preserved Elijah during the great
famine. He said to him, "I have commanded "-note these words
-" I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there." And when
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the brook dried up, He preserved him at Zarephath. "Arise, get
thee to Zarephath, which ~elongeth to Zidon, and dwell there:
behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee."
The widow woman had but" an handful of meal in a barrel, and a
little oil in a cruse," but for a prolonged period she was made the
instrument of preserving Elijah. Let those who are" Jjch in faith"
though numbered amongst" the poor of this world" take comfort
from this. "Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear
Him, upon them that hope in His mercy; to deliver their soul
from death, and to keep them alive in famine" (Ps. xxxiii. 18,19).
Again, the Lord preserves the faithful in all spiritual dangers.
They are daily exposed to spiritual dangers. The devil as a roaring
lion seeks to devour them, but He preserves them. He preserved
J oseph from falling into gross sin. He preserved Peter, so that
his faith failed not utterly, and He is still able to keep His people
from falling, and to present them faultless before the presence of
His glory with exceeding joy. "He preserveth the souls of His
saints; He delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked" (Ps.
xcvii. 10).
Finally, be it noted, that the Lord preserveth the faithful tor ever.
His preserving goodness extends to the whole length of their
earthly pilgrimage. "The Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh
not His saints; they are preserved tor ever " (Ps. xxxvii. 28). What
comfort this assurance gives! With such a promise as this there
is no room for anxiety about the future. With Frances Havergal
we can say:" He loveth always, faileth never;
So rest on Him, to-day, for ever."
With the great Apostle to the Gentiles we can say: "The Lord
shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto
His heavenly kingdom: to Whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen" (2 Tim. iv. 18). He preserveth the faithful, for He Himself
is faithful. "God is faithful." He is "the faithful God, Which
keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love Him." Be of
good cheer" then, all ye who are numbered amongst the faithful, and
grasp afresh to your soul's comfort the precious assurance that
" The Lord preserveth the faithful."
Bath.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,
saith the Lord."-IsAIAH Iv. 8.
WHAT a statement of eternal mercy lies in the words before us. Man
has his "thoughts," and they "are like himself---sinful, perishing,
unrighteous, crooked, perverse, evil. They tend downward, and are
earth-born and earth-bound, as they proceed from the unregenerate
heart, and can never rise to heaven. But God's thoughts are higher
than the very heavens. They are from everlasting, and they remain
Divinely unchangeable as their Author; never to be forfeited, never to
fail. Hence is our mercy, if the Lord in His gracious compassion has
said to your and my heart, beloved reader, "My thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways."
All the thoughts in the Divine mind are covered in mercy and grace
for His people. Therefore He says, " Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the
Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will
abundantly pardon." God has no pleasure \n the death of the wicked.
He has thoughts of love and forgiveness toward His returning people,
and will "abundantly pardon," multiply to pardon as the margin
renders it. And so He changes the sinner's mind; prevents him in
his headlong course of sin to hell; gives hinI to see his lost and undone
condition; puts a cry for mercy in his heart, and says, "Let the
wicked forsake his way." Let the unrighteous man forsake his
unrighteous thoughts, and let him forsake his prodigal career and
return unto the Lord, Who" will in no wise cast out," and find grace
and mercy to pardon and cleanse and receive. Oh! these are God's
thoughts. They are Covenant thoughts, and that ensures them to His
children. and David may say. "Although my house be not so with
God; yet hath He made with me an everlasting Covenant, ordered in
all things, and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire,
although He make it not to grow." This gives all the comfort and
all the stability to them. Man's thoughts have a beginning; the
Lord's thoughts know no beginning and no end. Man's thoughts are
linIited, and influenced by his fallen. suffering, tempted nature; but
the Lord's thoughts are without count and unchangeably faithful and
true and free. God is not in all man's thoughts, but redeemed man
is in all God's thoughts. "He will ever be mindful of His Covena.nt,"
and of the subjects of that Covenant care. All that shall befall them;
all the minutest circumstsnces of their lives; all their goings; all
their sorrows, crosses, afflictions, and joys; all are in His thoughts.
And the purpose of His Divine mind is to do them good. "He hateth
putting away.))
And all this is for Jesus' sake. The thoughts of God to usward
are and must of necessity be thoughts of infinite love and tender mercy,
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as He looks upon His people in Jesus. He can not deny Him. He
can not look upon His Church but in the Son of His love, and for
His dear sake receive them graciously. God's thoughts are ancient
thoughts. They spring from the councils of eternity. They were
covenanted for by Him Who " was set up from everlasting," and Who
came in the fullness of time to fulfil His Word.
" Ere Thine own hand had made
The sun that rules by day,
Or earth's foundations laid,

Or fashion'd Adam's clay,
What thoughts of love and mercy roll'd
O'er Thy dear bosom, oh, my God I "
May graciously exercised and sustained hearts, moved by the matchless, free, unmerited favour of their God, exclaim with David, "We
have thought of Thy lovingkindness, 0 God, in the midst of Thy temple."
Let not our praises die, nor our graces wither. Blessed be His Name,
if our desire has been toward Him, and our eyes have been directed up,
aud our thoughts have reached His holy temple. The Inspirer of
every acceptable thought takes all this into account. He remembers
His servants. He knows their "Iow estate." He has always dealt
weU with them. He is still of one mind, and that to bless. So, if any
soul is in "the depths," in the miry clay, and in the horrible pit of
darkness, He is yet cherishing His own work in that soul and thinking
on unchangeable thoughts of love and deliverance, however bitter
the thoughts that soul may be writing against itself. He knows the
thoughts that He is thinking toward that much-exercised one, and He
also knows that all those thoughts are" thoughts of peace, and not of
evil," to give them "an expected end." That is our mercy, dear
child of God. For you or I may be in a very low place just now. We
may cry out in the bitterness of grief, "I am cut off " like David, or
" cast out of Thy sight" like J onah. What rash and foolish things
do some of us speak in our "haste." Beloved, unless we can speak
well, it were better to be silent and fall into the hands of God, Whose
mercies are" very great;" to be " still" and know that He is God;
to cast ourselves upon those mercies which never miscarry and are
greater than our greatest "strait," greater than our sins, althongh
they rise as a great mountain, greater than our fears, greater than our
many" lively and strong" enemies. His desire is toward us, and it
will outrun our last expiring hope and draw our souls to His throne,
even if it be " with groanings which can not be uttered." The groans
of His saints are acceptable groans. The office of Jesus is that of the
blessed Mediator and Intercessor. He is the great High Priest That
hath " compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the
way." As sang the heavenly-minded Swain ;" Our grea.t High Priest, before the throne

Presents the merits of His blood, .
For our a.cceptance pleads His own,

And proves our cause completely good.

r
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" When prayer or praise attempts to rise,

And fain would reach Jehovah's ear,
His all-prevailing sacrifice
Perfumes, and makes it welcome there."

And thus He shows how His thoughts are not as man's thoughts, nor
man's ways as ilis ways. Waywardness, rebellion, forgetfulness,
peevishness, sinfulness, arc all outrun and covered by "the thoughts
of His heart unto all generations." "ilis mercy endureth for ever,"
"no change Jehovah knows," is the stable comfort of the saints. "He
loved me at first, He loves me at last, He loves me a thousand times
o'er," is our song of adoring gratitude as we review our chequered
history, our utter unworthiness, aud-parallel with it-His unchangeable love.
During a recent season of illness and utter prostration, this precious
theme of God's unchangeable thoughts of love has been greatly blessed
to the writer's heart. "Too weak even to think, are you not? " was
remarked one day. And the heart was sustained most graciously
by the Lord, Who showed llimself " 107 me, that the enemy doth
not triumph over me." Oh! how Satan would have delighted in
that. How vigilantly he watches for our weak plaoos, and would with
his awful malice ent-cr by the gap in the wall. But what Bunyan saw
of the man behind the wall pouring oil upon the smouldering embers
is true of God's tried saints to·day. God keeps alive His own work
in the soul, and He keeps His children in times of extremity, in their
" poor and needy condition," resting upon the knowledge "yet the
Lord thinketh upon me," and all His thoughts are peace and love for
Jesus' sake. Then when the cloud lifts, the heart which has been
sorely exercised is confronted with such an establishing truth as,
"Many, 0 Lord my God, are Thy wonderful works which Thou hast
done, and Thy thoughts which are to us-)vard; they can not be reckoned
up in order unto Thee; if I would declare and speak of them, they are
more than can be numbered" (Ps. xl. 5). And again the word is
confirmed. A roll from the precious "Promise Basket" gives, " Are
not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and onc of them shall not fall
on the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head
are all numbered." Not a sparrow forgotten! Not a hair unnumbered! Child of God, can your God forget you? " Fear ye not,
therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows" (Matt. x. 29-31) ;
and the soul, revived and cheered and blessed, sees how He has been
tenderly thinking of His child all the time when he could not think for
himself.
Yet His children must be honest with themselves. They know
that if they had any thoughts at all, it was a desire toward Him and
to the remembrance of Him, and that was the work of Him Who only
can keep alive the work in the soul. There is a blessing promised to
such. "Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another:
and the Lord hearkened and heard." Yes, Lord, it is a sweet privilege
and a much coveted joy, when Thy saints meet often and speak together
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of Thee. We know how to such Jesus Himself draws near, and goes
with them. But what about the hidden ones, the solitary sparrows,
the suffering saints in their lonely chambers 1 Look, beloved, at the
Lord's conclusion of this lovely passage, how He records: "And a
book of remembrance was written before iIim for them that feared
the Lord, and that thought upon His name." Can you come in here,
dear "little faith" 1 Can you put in your plea, poor lonely one 1
Say, have you not thought upon His Name 1 Ah! 'these thoughts and
desires and wishes, however weak they be, are Divinely inspired, and
therefore they return fu heaven, whence they came, and must prevail.
They are all recorded on high. They are inscribed against the name in
the Lamb's Flock-Book in letters of blood.
It is our mercy that God's thoughts ride on unmoved, unhindered,
unchangeable. They are hidden within the heart of His unhurried
Majesty. Nothing can chauge His purpose nor alter His Divine
mind. Death, hell, Satan, and all his devices in our evil hearts of
unbelief, can have no power to frustrate His love and purpose concerning
the feeblest saint. "Once" God hath sworn by His holiness that
He "will not lie unto David." As one of old has written; "If the
world say, I will ensnare thee; if the devil say, I will destroy thee;
if the flesh say, I will betray thee; yet thou art secure and safe, as long
as God has said, 'I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.''' Does
not that make all sweetly secure, child of God 1 Shaken to its very
foundations may be this earth of ours, and our little frail bark tossed
by the almost overwhelming tempest; but what matter so that His
Word abides, "Nevertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure,
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His" 1 And the
thoughts of His heart are only and altogether love to His choseu.
What a proof of this the children of Israel had at Marah. They had
gone three days' march without water, and when they came to Marab,
where was plenty, "they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for
they were bitter." Moses cried unto the Lord at the murmuring of
the people, and look at the sublimely simple statement of Exod. xv. 25 :
" And the Lord showed him a tree, which when he had cast into the
waters, the waters were made sweet." As though it were the most
natural thing, the Lord directs His servant's eye to that tree-a particular tree. His thoughts were upon the deliverance of His people
by the Tree of Life. At once the waters were sweetened by the casting
in of that tree. Here is a blessed lesson for us. God's thoughts have
ever been upon the Tree of Life in the midst of His garden. That Tree
was set for the healing of the nations. That Tree sweetened the bitter
waters of sin and hell and death, and that Tree sweetens now earth's
bitterest cup of sorrow, affiiction, temptation, and trial. So that Tree
is in our bitter waters of affiiction. In all our sorrows that Tree
brings its precious healing virtue and its sweet balsam cure.
Thus we fall back upon our precious text, and hear the words of
grace and tender mercy: "For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord." Blessedly true!
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Graciously uttered, and as faithfully fulfilled at the lips of Him Who
can not lie. Well may we increasingly desire to have our every thought
brought into captivity to Jesus Christ. Thus shall we be led on to
admire and adore all the ways of the" King of saints" as " just and
right." We shall cultivate the holy art of watchfulness; trace the
grace that ofttimes in providence has crossed our fair design and in
mercy prevented us in the day of His perfect wisdom and foreknowledge.
Oh! children of God, we do not know a thousandth part of our
marvellous escapes and deliverances. We thought to take this step,
to go that journey, to sail by such a vessel, and we were fretful at our
plans being frustrated. It may be that our gracious God has let us
see once and again the mercy of His thus thwarting us, and the
miraculous escape we had from accident or disaster. But not always.
His children must walk by faith and not by sight. They must seek
corresponding grace for humbling seasons, to obey implicitly, in a
childlike, humble, simple spirit, to be " still and know that I am God"
Who also says, "What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt
know hereafter." Thus in "merciful kindness," which is "great"
toward His Israel, He works out His own thoughts, which are higher
than the heavens, and shows how He loves them too well to let them
have their own way; that their thoughts are not His thoughts forthem,
and. that He is reserving for them" some better thing," and will not
turn away His heart of love to them, nor His purpose to do them good.
It is well when His saints can be still and passively rest in the hand
which has promised to hold them fast (Ps. lxxxix. 22 P.B.V.). That
hand is the performing hand of their God, and how well they prove
that whilst thus held and unable to move, they have but to look on
and see how the right hand of their God hath the pre-eminence, and
" performeth all things for them." May we "leave to His sovereign
sway to choose or to command," and wait to see in the end..:...ood's
end-how wise and strong was His hand and how well was all His
dealing for His exercised children. Faith can afford to wait, to walk
on in the dark, and to lay all issues upon Him Who has undertaken
to bear everyone of His sons and daughters, and all that concerns
them, all the way Home.
Just as this article was completed, some sweet lines, written by
"Follower·on," came to the writer's hand, and as they bear largely
upon our subject, we append them, knowing that they will touch the
heart of many a reader who with us travels the well-worn pathway to
the kingdom.
And why should Abraham wait so long
Ere Isaac led the promised song?
Do we ask why? The Scripture saith
'Twas for the trial of his faith.
Why should the strange command be made,
And hope upon the altar laid?
The Lord the reason does not hide,
The patriarch's faith must still be tried.
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Why should the upright-hearted Job
Be clothed for years in sorrow's robe?

Still look for light and find it dark?
Patience must have her perfect work.
Why should the youth of favourite name
Be chased o'er mountain, river, plain?

The graces which the Spirit wrought
Through fire and water must be brought.
Why should the Gentile suppliant
Be thwarted in her sad complaint?
Jesus Himself the cause unveils,
'Tis not at once that faith prtJ1Jails.
The saints of God lin every age
Are led with those of sacred page,
And still the reason is from heaven;
To prove the faith which He has given.

R.
THE HARVEST.
THE righteous man's harvest is secret and hidden. It lieth, like the
corn covered in the ground; "their life is hid"; and" it is not mani·
fest what they shall be"; "no eye hath seen, or ear heard, neither
have entered the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for
them that love Him" (Col. iii. 3; 1 John iii. 2; 1 Cor. ii 9). Name
what you can, and it will be a mystery, a secret thing, that belongs to
the upright in heart. First, is not the decree of God a hidden thing 1
a depth unsearchable 1 and able to make a man astonied 1 Did not
Paul cry out, "0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and His
ways past finding out!" (Rom. xi. 33) 1 And is not the incarnation
of Christ a secret too 1 What more to be admired [wondered at] than
that God should become man, and be manifested in the flesh 1 The
very angels desired to peep into this mystery (1 Tim. iii. 16; 1 Pet.
i. 12; Isa. vii. 14). Again, the conversion and regeneration of a sinner
is admirable [wonderful]; it is a noble work, yet a secret work:
Nicodemus, a great doctor, could not see it. Moreover, peace of
conscience and joy in the Holy Ghost is no open matter; none knoweth
it but he that hath it. So is the earnest of the Spirit, and true seal of
salvation; the power, life, and sweetness of the Word; the remission
and pardon of sin, with certainty of salvation. And in the fifth place,
the harvest is secret, if we consider where it is growing. One close is :
the secret purpose of God; and who can understand it 1 A second is,
His Word; and how hardly is that to be searched into 1 A third is, a
man's own heart; and is not that both secret and deceitful 1 And
last of all, the very principal part of the harvest is hid with Christ in
heaven; and when He appears it will appear what it shall be.Thomas Cka/mers (1780-1847).
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McCHEYNE.

" Many shall rejoice at his birth,. for he shall be great in tlLe sight of the
Lord."-LuKE i. 14.

THE present year is said to be a year of centenaries. While the birth
of David Livingstone, missionary and explorer, was universally
ohserved throughout the country only a few weeks ago, that of the
Rev. Robert Mnrray McCheyne is also worthy of notice. Robert
Murray McCheyne was born in Edinburgh on the 21st lI'[ay, 1813, thus
the present month marks the centenary of his birth. From his infancy
his sweet and affectionate temper was observed "by all who knew
him; it was not, however, until his seventeenth year, while mourning the loss of his brother David, who died in 1830, that the
first dawn of the eternal day broke upon his soul. The death of this
brother was used by the Holy Spirit to produce a deep impression on
young Robert's soul, and hastened his flight to the City of Refuge. He
wrote at t.6is time, a'Perhaps myoId sins are too fearful and myunbelief
too glaring 1 Nay, I come to Christ, not although I am a sinner, bnt
because I am a sinner, even the chief." And now life wore another
aspect, for the light of God and of eternity rested upon it. He writes:
"Awfully important question, Am I redeeming the time 1" And
again: "Oh, that heart and understanding may grow together, like
brother and sister, leaning on one another." His daily experience now
is thus expressed: "Peaceful because believing" (Isa. xxvi. 3); "I
will learn to glory in disappointments." And thinking on the multitude
of unsaved souls: "Should I give hours and days to the vain world,
when there is a world of misery at my door 1" His rule for morning
exercises indicates the secret of his fresh and full devotion: "Never
see the face of man till yon have seen the face of Him Who is our life."
In his student days he was active in his Master's work, and spent
most of his spare time in visiting the poor and sick in the closes of the
Cannongate, Edinburgh, while a student in the University of that
town, and a student of exceptional abilities. At the age of twenty-two
he had several applications from ministers in the Church, who desired
to secure his services, and became assistant at Larbert and Dunipace,
in Stirlingshire. His sojourn in Stirling, however, was for a short
period; on 24th Nov., 1836, he was ordained to the charge of St. Peter's,
Dundee, where to a large congregation he preached faithfully for
upwards of six years. Readers who have not got in their possession
his "Memoir and Remains," by the late Dr. Andrew A. Bonar,
would add to their library a very valuable book by securing a copy.
His labours in Dundee and throughout the centre of Scotland were
blessed very abundantly. Many souls were awakened, and almost
22
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every Sabbath some arrow seemed to wound to the heart. One came
to tell him that it was the reading of the chapter of Scripture in the
church; auother, that it was an expression used in his prayer; another,
that it was the text, or something said upon it, that was blessed to
awaken. Iv> for himself, he yearned over his people. "How often
have I listened at your windows for the melody of psalms!" reveals
how every symptom of grace was eagerly watched for by their pastor.
" Not slothful in business," he visited his flock, and not least the sick
and dying. He anxionsly condncted Bible-classes during the week,
and most assiduously superintended the Sabbath schools in connection
with his congregation and district.
But the Lord laid the hand of sickness on him-palpitation of the
heart unfitted him for a season for great exertion. At this very time
the same Lord Who laid him aside from his ministry, put it into the
heart of some who were deeply interested in the Jews to send out a
mission of inquiry regarding them to Palestine and other countries.
He was one of four ministers sent out on this errand in 1839. Passing
through France to Malta and Alexandria, he and his companions
journeyed on to Palestine by the Short Desert, entering the Promised
Land by " the way of the Philistines." The Sabbath was never once
used as a day of travel; on the contrary, resting in the tent or under
some palm tree, it was a day of special rest and refreshment, even in
the solitudes of the wilderness. "The desert," says he, "has its
charms. You are there alone with God. No object attracts your
eye; there is only one wide ocean round and round." He wTites
again: "A fOTeign land draws us neareT to God; He is the only One
Whom we know there." His soul fed on the associations called up by
the sight of Gaza, KiTjath-jearim, JeTUsalem, "the city of the great
King." He seemed to see a spread-out page of the Bible at such spots
as Bethlehem, and HebTOn, and Sychar, but especially at the Lake of
Galilee, on the shoTes of which he wrote one of his beautiful "Songs
of Zion," " The Sea of Galilee," and another, " To yonder side," was
begun there. The fulfilments of prophecy at Carmel, Tyre, and
Bethel, as well as at Jerusalem and Samaria and other remarkable
spots of the land, not only interested him, but deepened his faith in
"the tTUe and faithful witness." And how his compassionate soul
longed to bless Israel! In every country, whether Palestine, or
Wallachia, or Austria, he sought, even in broken sentences, to pour
into the ear of those Jews he met some testimony to the salvation
provided for the sinner.
At Smyrna fever laid him low; but he could say of all that time,
" I had no fear to die, for Christ had died." And at that very season,
when he was brought so low, his I1'I:aster was working wouderfully for
his flock in his absence. In Dundee, troder the ministry of the Rev.
Wm. C. Burns (afterwards missionary in China), the congregation of
St. Peter's was visited with a singular outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Multitudes were moved by the simple preaching of the Word, accompanied by abundant prayer.
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Writing of his last day's journey to Jemsalem, he says, "It was
like the finest of our Highland scenes, only the trees and flowers, and
the voice of the turtle, told us that it was Immanuel's land." Writing
from Jerusalem, he says: "During our ten days at Jerusalem, there
were few objects within reach that we did not eagerly seek to visit.
We stood at the turning of the road where Jesus came near and
beheld the city and wept over it. And if we had more of the mind
that was in J eaus, I think we should have wept also." In a letter to
his friend, Mr. Bonar, of Larbert, he made the following remark: "I
remember the day when I saw you last, you said that there were other
discoveries to be made than those in the physical world-that there
were sights to be seen in the spiritual world, and depthS to be penetrated
of far greater importance. I have often thonght of the tmth of your
remark. But if there is a place on earth where physical scenery can
help us to discover Divine things, I think it is Mount Olivet. Gethsemane at your feet leads your soul to meditate on Christ's love
and determination to undergo Divine wrath for us. The cup was set
before Him there, and there He said, 'Shall I not drink it l' The
spot where He wept makes you think of His Divine compassion,
mingling with His human tenderness; His awful justice, that would
not spare the city; His superhuman love, that wept over its coming
misery! Turning the other way, and looking to the south -east, you
see Bethany, reminding you of His love to His own; that His name is
love; that in all our afllictions He is afllicted; that those who are in
their graves shall one day come forth at His command. A little
further down you see the Dead Sea, stretching far among the mountains
its still and sullen waters. This deepens and solemnizes all, and makes
you go away, saying, 'How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation ~ J)
Readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, who are familiar with his" Memoir
and Remains," where an account of his visit to Palestine is given, will
find the very instructive accowlt by the late Rev. Charles B. Snepp,
of Birmingham, at present appearing in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, of his
" Tour in the Holy Land," of special interest, the one report confirming
the other.
Before Mr. McCheyne reached home, the news of the great awakening
previously referred to gladdened him; and, restored to a measure of
health, his heart exulted in again standing among his flock. His first
sermon was blessed to one who had neglected or withstood all previous
opportunities. In one of his note-books there are notices of more than
four hundred who at this time visited him under concern of their souls.
His name became known all over Scotland, and among the Presbyterians of Ireland, whose mission to the Jews originated in a visit which
he made to Ulster in 1841. Many in England also prized his ministry;
and specially was his visit to Newcastle remembered, and that night
when, in the open air and in moonlight, he preached on " The Great
Wbite Throne" to an audience of a thousand souls.
He writes about this time: "As I was walking in the fields, the
J
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thought came over me with almost overwhelmiog power, that every
one of my flock must SOon either be in heaven or in hell. Oh, how
I wished I had a tongue like thunder, that I might make all hear, or
that I had a frame like iron, that I might visit everyone, and say,
Escape lor tlly lile! Ah, sinners, you little know how I fear that
you will lay the blame of your condemnation upon me !" His letters
were memorable, never failing to tell of Christ. "To be awakened,
you need to know your own heart; to be saved, you need to lmow tile
Ilwlt 01 God and 01 Cllrist." In this he much resembled one whose
"Letters" were almost his daily delight-Samuel Rutherford; and, like
Rutherford, his adoriog contemplations naturally gathered round
them the imagery and language of the Song of Solomon. It is recorded
that he preached so often on that beautihd book, that at last he had
scarcely left himself a single text of its" good matter" which had not
been discoursed on already.
No wonder such a man was by some esteemed even too highly, and
that he needed to sound the wamiog, "It is a common error ioto
which people run-they mistake friendship for the mioister for faith
in the Son of God." He said at another time, " i\1ioisters are but the
pole; it is to the Brazen Serpent you are to look." If some of his people
fell into the snare of almost idoliziog their pastor, the snare was soon
broken, for his ministry soon reached its close. Typhns fever was
ragiog io Dundee, and, while visitiog one of his sick, he caught the
iofection. When io the delirium of the fever, what he spoke was
expressive and remarkable: sometimes he seemed prayiog for his
flock, sometimes giviog thanks. He sank under the fever on the
25th March, 1843, being only in his twenty-nioth year when "God
took him." "Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my latter
end be like his," for" Blessed are the dead which die io the Lord from
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow them."
His death took place on Saturday momiog. Dr. Andrew Bonar, in
his" Memoir," writes: "That same afternoon, while preparing for
Sabbath duties, the tidiogs reached me. I hastened down, though
scarce knowiog why I went. His people were that eveniog met together
io the church, and such a scene of sorrow has not often been ,vitnessed
in Scotland. It was like the weeping for King J osiah. Hundreds
were there; the lower part of the church was hdl: and none among
them seemed able to contain their sorrow. Every heart seemed
burstiog with grief, so that the weepiog and the cries could be heard
afar off. The Lord had most severely wounded the people whom He
had before so peculiarly favoured; and now, by this awhl! stroke of
His hand, was fixiog deeper io their souls all that His servant had
spoken io the days of his peculiar ministry.
"On the day of his burial busioess was quite suspended io the parish.
The streets, and every wiodow, from the house to the grave, were
crowded with those who felt that a prince in Israel had fallen; and
many a careless man felt a secret awe creep over his hardened soul as
he cast his eye on the solemn spectacle.
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" His tomb may be seen on the pathway at the north-west corner of
St. Peter's burying-ground. He has gone to the' mountains of myrrh
and the hill of frankincense, till the day break and the shadows flee
away.' His work was finished! His heavenly Father had not
another plant for him to water, nor another vine for him to train; and
the Saviour Who so loved him was waiting to greet him with His own
welcome: 'Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord.' "
Dear reader, such a man as this, "being dead, yet speaketh."
Jesus Christ, out of Whose fullness he drew, is "the same yesterday,
and to-day, and for ever," and as free to you as to him. Consider the
end of his conversation; and whoever you are, remember this man
will be a witness against you if you are found hiding your talent in the
earth, or calling your God an austere master.
Not only did he shine as a preacher, but as a poet his ability was
more than ordinary. His" Songs of 2ion," designed to cheer and guide
pilgrims on their way to the heavenly Jerusalem, are very instructive.
How expressive are his verses written on the shore of the Sea of
Galilee : SEA OF GALILEE.

How pleasant to me thy deep blue wave,
o Sea of Galilee I
For the glorious One Who came to save
Hath often stood by thee.
Fair are the lakes in the land I love,
Where pine and heather grow;
But thou hast loveliness far above
What Nature can bestow.
It is not that the wild gazelle
Comes down to drink thy tide,
But He That was pierced to save from hell
Oft wandered by thy side.
It is not that the fig-tree grows,
And palms, in thy soft air,
But that Sharon's fair and bleeding Rose
Once spread Its fragrance there.
Graceful around thee the mountains meet,
Thou calm, reposing Sea;

But ah I far more, the beautiful feet
Of Jesus walked o'er thee.
These days are pas~Bethsaida, where?
Chorazin, where art thou?
His tent the wild Arab pitches there,
The wild reeds shade thy brow.
Tell me, ye mouldering fragments, tell,
Was the Saviour's city here?
Lifted to heaven, has it sunk to hell,
With none to shed a tear?
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And was it beside this very sea
The new-risen Saviour said,

Three times to Simon, "Lovest thou Me ?
My lambs and sheep then feed"?

o Saviour I gone to God's right hand I

Yet the same Saviour still,
Graved on Thy heart is this lovely strand
And every fragrant hill.

Oh I give me, Lord, by this sacred wave,

Threefold Thy love Divine,
That I may feed, till I find my grave,
Thy flock-both Thine and mine.
In the days of McCheyne, and in more recent years, Scotland was
favoured with many faithful ministers of the Gospel. In many
parishes, both in the north and south, could be found preachers of
righteousness. But, alas! what a sad change do we find in the present
day. Churches and preachers were never so numerous since the glorious
Reformation, yet the blessed Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ was
never more despised, and is only to be found amongst a scattered few,
and mostly of the smaller denominations. A gospel of good works
and social entertainments, pleasing to the carnal mind, is not the
Gospel of our blessed Saviour; not the Gospel preached by McCheyne,
Rutherford, and many others; not the Gospel that placed Great Britain
at the head of all other nations. Have we not many tokens that the
Lord hath a controversy with ns as a people for our abuse of His
precious Gospel 1 Can the reader be unobservant of the industrial
unrest, labour strikes, and lawlessness of both sexes that prevail, and
also of the increasing desecration of the Lord's day throughout the
whole country 1 Would that the Lord did again visit Scotland in
mercy, and raise up a seed to witness for Him, ere He visits us in
judgment; that the sweet voice of the turtle would again be heard
in every town and village, in every strath and glen throughout our
beloved land-" 0 Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; for thou
hast fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn to the
Lord: say unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously:
so will we render the calves of our lips" (Hosea xiv. 1, 2).
Haddington.

J. G.

man's sake God cursed the earth (Gen. viii. 21), but it is for His
Name's sake that He blesseth it. The choicest mercies God's people
have are for His Name's sake: they have pardon of sins for His Name's
sake (Ps. xxv. 11, 1 John ii. 12); purging of sin for His Name's sake
(Ps. lxxix. 9); leading in the paths of righteousness for His Name's
sake (Ps. xxiii. 2); quickening of their dead and dull hearts for His
Name's sake (Ps. cxliii. 11). Though His people offend Him, yet He
forsakes them not, for His great Name's sake.-W. Greenhill.
FOR
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Sttnulltl:> anll jl,nttl:>of Sttmnnl:>.
"GONE INTO HEAVEN."
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, BY
THE RECTOR, THE REV. J. ORMISTON, ON LORD'S DAY EVENING,
MAY 4TH, 1913.
" Who is gone into heaven, and i" on the right hand of God; angels and
authoritt'es and powers be·ing made subied unto Him."-l PETER
iii. 22.
DEAR FRIENDS, as you will see by the connection between the end of
the 21st verse and the verse we have just read, this is spoken of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The words are specific: "The resurrection of Jesus
Christ: Who is gone into heaven." The risen Christ is spoken of here
by inspiration, Jesus Christ Who is no longer on earth but Who is in
heaven. The Holy Ghost is on earth, He is here officially. How
blessed it is to recognize the presence and power of the Holy Ghost.
Power belongeth unto Him. We own this, we confess it freelyalmighty power, spiritual power, belongeth unto the Holy Ghost. He
quickens the dead. There is no sinner' redeemed by the blood of
Jesus but is washed by the Spirit, and finally appears in the fullness of
God's time amongst His perfected ones in the heavenly places. All
is due to the Holy Ghost. The Father chose His Son and sent Him
into the world as the Sacrifice for sins. The Son perfected that Sacrifice and effected the redemption of His people and returned on high
and occupied His holy place. Then the Holy Ghost descended ten
days after Jesus ascended up on high. And I just want to say a few
words with regard to the interregnum which occurred. Jesus gave a
few definite instructions to His disciples-not to all of them, for a
limited number only saw Him after His resurrection from the dead.
But He warned them to tarry at Jerusalem till they were endued with
power from on high; that a few days only after His ascension the
Holy Ghost would come upon His disciples assembled at Jerusalem
and they should receive power. They were to tarry at Jerusalem, the
Holy City. He chose the place definitely, and named it. But, then
the dear disciples, with Peter as their spokesman, did not act, as I
understand the Holy Scripture, precisely according to the directions
of Jesus. If you turn to the 1st chapter of Acts you will find the
inspired record there of what the disciples did and said during those
ten days. Jesus had intimated that they should remain at Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high, that is,
till the day of Pentecost should come; and in the 2nd chapter we find
" And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with
one accord in one place." Jesus had warned His disciples to remain
inactive during their time of waiting-" wait for the promise of the
Father." Now, 1 speak with great reserve, and with a sense of responsibility and liability before God, I merely point out what I read here.
We will read from the 14th verse, and in the 15th you will observe
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these words, " In those days "-those days of their waiting. It was a
time to wait, not to speak; to wait meditatively, to wait silently for an
expression of His will and direction. We read also in the 17th verse
that Peter said, "For he (Judas) was numbered with us, and had
obtained part of this ministry." Had he 1 Was this Judas ever one of
the Apostles in a true sense 1 And Peter. continues, "Wherefore of these
men which have companiedwith us all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John, unto
that same day that He was taken up from us, must one be ordained to
be a witness with us of His resurrection "-must-must? "And they
appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and
Matthias. And they prayed and said, "Thou, Lord, Which knowest
the hearts of all men, shew whether 0/ these two Thou hast chosen, that
he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas
by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. And they
gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was
numbered "-by God 1-it does not say so-" with the eleven
apostles" (verses 21-26). So they made up the twelve, but God had
a man in reserve, His dear servant Paul, and when the time came He
brought him out of his hiding-place. He converted him and made a
new man of him, and He put him among the Apostles, and he was not,
as he himself said, "a whit behind the very chiefest apostles." You
do not read of Matthias again! But I only submit this to my congregation who are for the most part Bible students.
" '¥ho is gone into heaven "-Jesus has gone into heaven. He left
many instructions for the direction of His believing people. We
have referred to one of the difficult places· in Acts i. We are all very
slow learners, at the best, very slow learners. I am a slow learner.
I have had this blessed Bible in my hands in my public ministry for
nearly fifty years. If I am spared till the 31st of May, three more
Lord's-days, I shall have accomplished fifty years of the ministry. I
do not know whether the Lord is going to fulfil the fifty years, or to call
me hence before. I wait, and hail every opportunity God gives me
to speak His Word. Pray for me-pray much for me. My Master·is
gone into heaven-He is taken away from me. In one sense not, for
He is Head of the Church, the Saviour of the body. A thousand
thanks to His dear Name that He is "Head over all things to the
church, which is His body "-that is a plain statement of truth. He
is Head of the Church, Head of every member of it. He is gone into
heaven-" Whom the heaven must receive "-and He has taken a seat
at His Father's right hand, the place of distinction, the place of
authority, Head over all things. We think of Him as being absent
as Son of 1\lan, from the earth. Jesus is in heaven, at the right hand
of the Father. He is doing His Father's pleasure, He is ruling in His
own Name, He is bringing all things to pass according to His will.
Oh, what power belongs to Jesus! What authority belongs to Him !
What greatness, what glory! He is gone, and it is right for us to
think of Him as absent. As God He is everywhere, but as Son of Man
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He is in heaven and sitteth enthroned at the right hand of God. The
highest privilege is ours of worshipping Him, as Head, there. Oh"
what a privilege to have in Jesus, the Son of God, our blessed Redeemer; to have in Him, the Perfect One, our living Intercessor; to
have in Him an absolute Will-all things are His.
You see the distribution of heavenly persons, or bodies, "angels
and authorities and powers being made subject unto Him." All the
stress is on the last word of our text" subject unto Him." Oh, wonder,
wonder for angels to wonder at, and they do. They gaze and wonder,
and still wonder. Oh, the honour and glory they apportion to His
Name, glory be to Him! Do you, dear friends, very feelingly worship
Jesus mentally as your Redeemer, your Guide, your Keeper, and
Leader 1 You cannot honour Him too much. He is high above all
authority. The first place is given to Him at the right hand of God.
The l10th Psalm foretold as much, "The Lord (Jehovah) said unto
my Lord (Adonai), Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine
enemies Thy footstool." That is what the Lord is occupied in doing
just now; making a footstool of His enemies! Oh, what a degradation,
what a coming down, when Satan, hurled from his throne, lies prostrate
in the dust! Then the saints shall unite in singing praises to the
Lamb for His unchangeable love, His unchangeable grace, His unchangeable mercy-His mercy which endureth for ever. Oh, what
mercy is His! Prize His mercy-it is adapted to the needs of chief
sinners. Are you a chief sinner 1 Is there a chief sinner here tonight 1 God knows, God knows. And God loves sinners, oh, how
He loves-loves to the uttermost. Jesus having loved His own which
were in the world, loved them unto the uttermost. This blessed Bible
says He did, and He is not ashamed of us chief sinners, whom He
loved. Oh, come tremblingly to Him, lean trustfully on Him. He
says, " Come unto life, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest." No one else can do it. "I will give you rest.
My Father gave it Me to give to My people." Oh, what a Father He
is, always the same, "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
Oh, lean on Him, trust in Hinl, hope in Him. Be He your all, your
heaven of heavens. It is only a little while and the Lord Jesus Who
bought the Church for Himself will come for her, all the way from
heaven. He is coming for her. And the second time He will come
" without sin." He is not coming as the Sin-bearer; He finished that
great work when He bowed His head on the cursed tree and said,
" It is finished." He is coming the second time" apart from sin" as
the Greek word means, no question of sin. He is coming to gather His
elect people together and bind them up in the bundle with the Lord
their God, so that they can never be separated. Oh yes, salvation is
by grace, fully and only and always by grace, without any addition.
Works have their proper place, but they are not a make-weight, they
do not make up a total with Jesus! Salvation.is" without money and
without price." He saves His people freely. Oh, what a Gospel is
this to preach! I do love to preach the Gospel. It is the delight of
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my heart to preach the Gospel of the grace of God, it is so free,"and so
full, and so final; it lasts for ever. 'l'hose who have it, keep it; they
never part from it. They hold it fast in the strength of a power Divine.
They are happy, and they die happy deaths. Holy, holy, holy, is His
work. Salvation is of the Lord, and from the Lord, and for the Lordit is all His. Oh, my yonng hearers, think of it! Prize it above all
things besides. It is the chief thing out of heaven-His effectual
salvation, His blood-bought salvation that His dear Son accomplished.
All the glory is His, as the Psalmist says, " Not unto us, 0 Lord, not
nnto us, but nnto Thy name give glory," all belongs to Thee. Thou
savest me a poor sinner, a hell-deserving sinner fitted for damnationthat is what I am. Holy, holy is the Lord. He saves because He will
save. He gives you His reason for saving sinners: wholly for His dear
Son's sake He saves them. Oh, value this salvation above your highest
joy. God saves by His Son. Oh, how He loves-how He loves
Jesus I And He saves sinners, chief sinners, by the love He bears to
Him, the uuutterable love He bears to Jesus. That is the estimate
He puts before you for your contemplation. You will see all the
glory belongs to Jesus. The Father ehose you, dear ehildren of God,
for Him. That is election. It is all of grace, not free-will. He chose
you just because He loved you, and because He loves you, He will
always love you for" He hateth putting away." Not unto us, then, be
the honour of this salvation. And when on earth Jesus had finished
His mighty work, He went back to His Father's bosom and entered
heaven for the first time as Son of Man. As Son of Man, as it appears
to me, He never before had humanly trodden the streets of the golden
city. But then for the first time He Who was dead, and is alive again
for evermore, treads the golden streets of the New Jerusalem. How
he loves His people! All their names are in His book, and they will all
be in that city as the resnlt of His purehase. Oh, what a heaven of
heavens will that heaven be when the Lord makes up His jewels! He
is going to do it, possibly before very long. He doeth as He will
among the armies of heaven and among His dear believing people.
His people are all right. They are well" kept," He will keep them in
reserve for Himself. He is well satisfied with them, they are His
people_
I can not affect to determine who are the "angels and authorities
and powers" in our text, God knoweth. God knows every angel in
heaven. He knew his beginning, He made him. God made the
angels. He was before angels were, and He made the lmfallen angels
to be what they are. They are kept from falling by the power of God.
There is but one Devil. You do not find the plural used in Holy Scripture, in the original. Demons, oh yes, many, millions of them-but
only one Devil-o diabolos. He is the prinee of the power of the air, not
one among other princes-but the prince. God has given him that
designation" the," and, the" prince of darkness," and all darkness is
his. The iniquity of this poor groaning earth is all the devil's. And the
nnconverted, illl1ess they be converted shortly, will be reckoned among
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his kingdom of darkness. But blessed be God, there is the kingdom of
light, oh, such light! That light will never go out, it will never grow
dull nor cease, it is eternal. God watches over that perfect light, and
no darkness comes thence. Oh, how we ought to live in the enjoy'
ment of this perfect, pure, Divine light-God's light! It is the light
in which God rejoices, the ligbt in which God's dear people "ill
presently rejoice evermore.
The three departments of powers mentioned here-angels, authorities, and powers-are all subject unto Jesus, the Lord Jesus seated on
His throne, for " He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under
His feet "-that is His footstool. Oh yes, the kingdom of God is
established in righteousness, everlasting righteousness. Dear children
of God, that is the kingdom for which we are waiting, patiently waiting,
with confidence. Hope on, it is a hope that will last, a hope that
maketh lIOt ashamed. No hope which the Holy Ghost works in the
hearts of His people, maketh ashamed. Honour the Holy Ghost.
Ascribe to Him His work in you, which can not be moved. "Where·
fore we receiving a kingdom which can not be moved," that is the way
the Holy Ghost speaks of the kingdom which is His; it can not be
moved, no, not shaken. Heaven shall pass away, earth shall pass
away, but Jesus says" My words shall not pass away." Oh, what
a sure Word we have to rest upon, to build upon, to hope upon. And
when troubles come, your troubles sanctified by the Holy Ghost will be
bearable. The Holy Ghost sanctifies them. Honour and magnify
Him. Jesus, Who is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever,"
bears all the confessed burdens of His dear saints. May He bear
yours. Oh, leave your sins, and your troubles, and your trials, and
your infirmities-leave them all in the hands of Jesus. He will make
the crooked things straight, and the rough places plain. He will do
all things well. Oh, happy righteons! Happy in the Lord with an
everlasting joy, for they shall hear the words, " Enter ye into the joy
of your Lord."
THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A., PREACHED IN
DUBLIN, MAY 19TH, 1851.
" And when He is come, He will reprove the world 0/ sin, and 0/ righteousness, and 0/ iudgment : 0/ sin, because they believe not on Me;
0/ righteousness, because I go to My Father, and ye see Me no 11wre ;
0/ iudgment, because the prince 0/ this world is iudged."-J OHN
xvi. 8-11.
THIS is one of our days of commemoration, brethren. On this day
the services of our Church direct our attention to the great event
which· occurred as at this time-the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on
the day of Pentecost, some ten days after the ascension of the Lord
Jesus Christ. It is not my intention to dwell at any length, at this
time, upon the Divinity, the personality, and the operations of the
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Holy Ghost, as set forth in the Word of God. I have selected a passage
for our consideration which tells us of a remarkable testimony which
was to be borne by the Holy Ghost at His outpouring.
I merely say, by way of preface, that there may be such a thing in
the present day as going to the very edge of blasphemy against the
Holy Ghost. I do not say that the" blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost," which our Lord spoke of when He was upon earth, is, or can
be, committed in our day. I believe that that had reference to the
attributing the works which the Lord J esns performed to Satanic
power. But I do say, there is such ignorance of the Holy Ghostthere is such a depreciating of the person, and the glory, and the
offices of the Holy Ghost-that there may often be snch a thing as
going to the very edge of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost.
I need scarcely remind you of the continnal reference which our
Lord Jesus Christ made, in His conversations with His disciples during
His earthly ministry, to the coming, and the power, and the operations, and the comforts of the Holy Ghost. He seemed to be training
the minds of His disciples, previously to His leaving this world, for
that dispensation under which we now are, which is emphatically
the dispensation of the Spirit. He told them that it was" expedient"
for them that He should go away; He told them that His going
away would be the very cause of the coming of the Holy Ghost; and
He then gave utterance to those remarkable words which I have read,
that when He, the Great Comforter, should come, He should" reprove
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment." Each of
which convictions, or demonstrations, He explains.
Those amongst ns who have been accustomed to inquire into the
meaning of the Scriptures know, as well as I can tell them, that this
passage has given rise to as much lengthened discussion and elaborate
examination as any portion of the Word of God. I have not the
least doubt in my own mind as to its meaning, and I have selected it
for our present consideration, because I believe that very erroneous
views are prevalent respecting it.
It strikes me that this passage can be interpreted only in two ways.
It has been said to mean that in the dispensation of the Spirit in
which we now live, God's elect people should be impressed with such
a sense of their own sinfulness as should lead them to Christ; that
they should have such a conviction of what the righteousness of Christ
really is, that they should be led to look to Him as the Lord their
Righteousness; and that, under a conviction of impending judgment,
they should be led to shelter in Christ.
Any of you who are accustomed to read the theological works of
the present day will at once remember that two volumes have been
lately published upon this subject, written by a man very eminent
in our Church in the sister country. This is the substance of the
view which he takes, and I believ(l it is the ordinary interpretation of
the passage. In theological works, as well as from the pulpit, we
continually hear it quoted in this way. The Holy Ghost is to convince
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of sin, and to lead us to Christ; the Holy Ghost is to convince of
righteousness, and to lead us to Christ; the Holy Ghost is to convince
of judgment, and in the same way lead us to Christ.
I must say that this portion of the Word has given my own mind
a good deal of consideration for many years-I never was satisfied
with this view; and though it is the common interpretation, yet I
have found the advantage of applying, in this instance, a principle
which I would always apply to the study of the Scriptures, and this
is, to take what they contain as literally as possible.
" The world" here appears to me to be the great mass of mankind,
but especially the Jews of our Lord's day, whose characters and principles we shall say some little of before we have done. The" convincing them of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment," I hold to be
bringing such a weight of testimony in reference to the person, and
mission, and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, that, whatever be the
result, it should be an evidence not necessarily unto conversion, but
unto conviction. There was to be such a demonstration and evidence
borne by the Holy Ghost to the Lord Jesus Christ that, let the rebellion
of the world against the Lord of Hosts be what it might, it must be
convicted of sin; there was to be such a demonstration of righteousness and of judgment as should be stereotyped before the eyes of
intelligent men, until the day when the Son of Man shall come without
sin, when this earth shall be burned up, and that kingdom shall be
established "wherein dwelleth righteousness." It does not follow
that because the Holy Ghost was to bear such a testimony, that conversion must be its effect_ This does follow, according to the Lord's
own purpose, when the Lord is pleased to bring this, or any other
testimony from His Word, home to the sinner's heart. It is precisely
in the same way that I take that passage in the 24th of Matthew
where our Lord says, "This Gospel of the kingdom," this is God's
saving power also, mark ye, "this Gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witnMs." And 'w 'IWre.
But it has been said that the marginal reading of the word" reprove"
is "convince," and therefore, that our Lord meant that the Spirit
should so convince men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment, that
He should bring them to the Lord. Now this would be no argument
with me. The translators of our Bible put the one word in the margin,
and the other in the text; it is evident that they saw a difference
between the two words, and it is evident that they meant that the
word in the text should mean more than the word in the margin could
imply.
I shall now give you two or three passages in which this same Greek
word has the same import which I hold it to have in the portion of the
Word which is now under our consideration. For instance, in the
3rd of John we have these words, "Everyone that doeth evil hateth
the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved,"
or brought out, a testimony borne against them; so that there should
be no such thing as palliating or excusing of them.
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In the 8th chapter of St. John's Gospel, in that interesting story of
the woman who was brought before our Lord that He might pass
seutence upon her, you remember the remarkable manner in which He
answered the men who were her accusers-" He that is without sin
among you, let him first cast a stone at her." These men, as the Word
tells us, "being convicted in their own consciences," slunk away one
after another.
In that same chapter our Lord asks the Jews, " Which of you convinceth Me of sin 1" This can not mean that our Lord could have the
conviction of sin forced upon His mind. It means, Which of you can
fasten sin upon Me, and convict Me of it 1 There is another passage
in which the same Greek word is translated evidence. "Faith is the
evidence of things not seen."
We shall now endeavour to look a little into the meaning of our
text. The two leading branches of the subject which is to come under
our consideration at this time, are theseFirst, how it bore upon the men of that day.
And, secondly, how it bears upon the character, and spirit, and
principles of the men of our own day.
In the first place, the Holy Spirit was to " reprove the world of sin,
because they believed not in Jesus." In every page of the New Testament history we read of the rebellious spirit which was manifested
against the Lord, and as we read it we are ready to exclaim, What
an aggravation of sin there was when the Lord Jesus Christ came, and
when such a testimony was borne to the glory of His person! You
remember that men charged Him with being one who had a " devil."
When He preached they said, "Nay, but He deceiveth the people."
A blessed and most comforting word this to many preachers of God's
truth; when they hear it said of them that they are deceiving the
people, that the doctrines which they proclaim are false, it is well for
them to remember that the same was said of their Master when He
was upon earth, so that His servants may well bear what is said concerning them.
Again, when our Lord performed His works, it was said that" He
cast out devils by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils." And at the
last, when our Lord did seal with His blood that testimony which He
had declared for the salvation of silmers, you remember how they
stood scoffing and mocking as He yielded up His spirit.
Well, the day of Pentecost came. The Lord. all through His earthly
ministry, had been telling His disciples that when He was to go away,
they were to enter upon the ministry of the Word. After His death
and resurrection, when He was about to ascend to His Father, He
gives them their commission in this solemn manner, "Go ye into all
the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature." But He tells
them, "Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued with
power from on high:" Thus bearing His testimony to the Holy Ghost,
showing that it was He Who was to make them able ministers of the
New Testament-showing them what that power was, which was to
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accompany their poor word, and to carry it home to the heart-thus
turuing sinners from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God.
Well, He departed; they remain ten days at Jerusalem, waiting for
the promise from on high. The time comes, and you remember the
remarkable manner in which there was a manifest ushering in of the
dispensation of the Holy Ghost. These things were not" done in a
corner." There were men from all parts of the earth in Jerusalem at
that time, and these men were constrained to bear witness to the fact
that they did "hear every man in his own tongue, wherein he was
born, the wonderful works of God."
You remember the effect of all this; it made a stir in the place; it
nerved the arms of the Apostles who bore the sword of the Spirit; they
went forth with authority to grapple with the wickedness, and sin,
and rebellion of the people; they did charge home upon them their
crime in having" killed the Lord of glory." This was the evidence or
demonstration of sin.
Well, again, the Lord Jesus said, that when the Holy Ghost should
come, He should "reprove the world of righteousness," hecause, He
says, "I go to My Father, and ye see Me no more." The simple
meaning of which, as it appears to me, is this, that the Lord Jesus
having been branded by men as an impostor, there was in the fact of
His ascension, and the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, an evidence or
demonstration given to the world, that He, Who, whilst He was upon
earth, was "despised and rejected of men," that He, being by the
right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the
promise of the Spirit, hath, as St. Peter said to the assembled multitude
on the day of Pentecost, " shed forth this which ye now see and hear."
Instantly, mark ye, did the Apostles bring this home to their audience;
they said, This is the evidence that the Jesus Whom we preach is the
righteous One; this is the evidence that His work has been accepted
by the Father, "He hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear."
In short, it was bringing before them such a demonstration of sin
in all its blackness, such an evidence of what righteousness really is,
and such a demonstration of the casting out of the prince of darkness,
as the world had never before had.
Well, there was to be this evidence as to the righteousness of the
Lord Jesus, not only as to His person, as to His character, as to His
being, as St. Peter says, " the Holy One and the just;" but there was
to be this demonstration given, that He, in His incarnation as the
just Man, had so walked in righteousness through this world-had
given such an exhibition of His obedience to the law and will of God
-that whilst the testimony had gone forth, " There is nOlle righteous,
no not one "-that whilst the testimony had gone forth, that wherever
the eye rested upon the moral world, that all was corrupt, yet there
was One Who was" the righteous One "-righteous in God's sightthere was One Who came up to the standard of God's requirements ;
so that not only was He righteous as to His own person, but He did
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fulfil such a righteousness as has afforded a sheltering wing, under
which all His people have nestled from that day to this.
So that those very men whose hearts convict them that jf they had
their deserts they would be sent to the very hell beneath-those very
men who weep and mourn over the stirring corruptions which they
feel in their breasts, those very men can appeal to God and say, that
" what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh,
God, sendiug His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
coudemned sin in the flesh, that the righteousness of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesb, bnt after the Spirit."
Again, the outpouring of the Holy Ghost was to be the evidence of
"judgment, because the prince of this world is judged." You remember that our Lord, in His conversations with His disciples, had
trained them to expect such a demonstration as this; for instance, on
one occasion the people were ascribing the works which He did to the
evil one, and our Lord tells them-" If I cast out devils by the Spirit
0/ God, then the kingdom 0/ God is corne unto you." They could not
understand Him.
Again, in the course of His earthly ministry, He told them, You
have the evidence that these spirits fly at My word, that not only, if
needed, "twelve legions of angels" should come to Me from above,
but you see how these powers of darkness are obliged to quail before
Me; and as they behold Me, even now in the weakness of My humanity,
they are obliged to cry out, in the agony of their expectations, " Art
Thou come hither to torment us before the time! "
You remember, again, when He gave His commission to His servants
to go forth, He told them that they were to have authority over" all
the power of the enemy."
All this was the fulfilment of what is said in Scripture, that " for
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy
the works of the devil." You may remember that when our Lord
spake of this, He said-" Now is the judgment of this world, now
shall the prince of this world be cast out."
You remember, again, how He spake of the prince of darkness
coming, and having" nothing '~ in Him. Here was the casting out of
Satan from his dominion; here was an exhibition that a greater than
he had come, and had bound him, and had " taken from him all his
armour wherein he trusted, and divided the spoil."
It is in reference to this great work that such a remarkable expression
is used as that which we find in the 68th Psalm, quoted by the Apostle
in the 4th of Ephesians-" Thou hast ascended on high; Thou hast
led captivity captive." Again, we are told that, "having spoiled
principalities and powers, He made a show of them openly." So that
the coming of the Holy Ghost was the demonstration of all that the
Lord had declared and manifested with respect to the " prince of this
world" being" cast out;" and the Apostles themselves, who, in the
power of the Holy Ghost, did cast out devils from the bodies of those
possessed by them, did manifest what the dispensation of the Spirit
was.
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Now, brethren, I have endeavoured to set before you what I believe
to be the meaning of this passage. I have endeavoured to give you
what I believe to be its primary application to the characters and
principles of the people of that day; but we can not dismiss the subject
thus. I have said that I believe that such a demonstration and
evidence as this is still affixed upon the world, and I believe that the
demonstration which was given in Pentecostal miracle at that time,
is still kept before the world in the power of the Holy Ghost, through
an instrumentality to which we shall briefly allude. The question for
men to ask in our day is, What concern have we in this demonstration
of the Spirit 1
His testimony against the world was first of "sin, because they
believed not in Christ." Now the men of our day may ask, What have
we to do with this 1-who are the unbelievers uow 1 They seem to
imply that the sin of unbelief has become obsolete; they seem ready
to hurl back upon bygone days the charge, and to say, It belongs to
them; we have nothing to do with it. We want to ascertain, brethren,
what we are to understand by believing in Jesus. Is there such a
thing as men now not believing in Jesus 1 Is there such a thing as
men having sin charged against their persons, if not brought home to
their hearts and consciences, "because they believe not in Jesus" 1
We ask the men who say that it does not belong to our day to disbelieve in Christ, whether they honestly put it forward that the acknowledging of certain creeds, without ever considering the weighty matters
of those creeds, that this is believing in Christ 1 If so, then let all the
men in this kingdom live as they like, they are all saved. This is real
Antinomianism. Brethren, the men who charge the doctrines of
grace as Antinomian, let them consider that the men who say we are
all believers are the true Antinomians. Some would tell us that our
coming together in this church this day is an evidence of our being all
believers. We are not satisfied ,vith men telling us these things. We
can not read the heart, but we can read the conduct; and we say that
men know their own hearts, and we must endeavour to bring this
matter home to them. We ask again, Do you honestly mean to say
that the repeating of a creed, without ever considering the weighty
matter which it contains, is being a believer 1 Do you mean to say
that the mere saying of prayers is praying 1
We are ready to look, perhaps with pity, at the poor Romanist, as
he drops his beads one after another, and as he counts his paternosters
and ave-marias-we are ready perhaps to say, there is something
deplorable in that miserable form of worship; but (oh, let it come home
to you, brethren 1) there is such a thing as counting beads amongst
those who affect to despise the poor subject of Romish ignorance and
delusion.
Is it to be a believer to say prayers, without asking for one spiritual
blessing from God, through Christ Jesus 1 Or again, is it to be a
believer in the Lord Jesus to take His name upon us, and to be as
quick and as seusitive upou the subject of regeneration as possible, to
23
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say, We are all regenerate in our baptism; we are all Christians, and
all the time to be friends and followers of the world-the God-hating
world 1 Is this believing in Christ 1
Now, brethren, the Holy Ghost does not, in the present day, by
miraculous manifestation of Himself with "cloven tongues like as of
fire," come and charge this sin home upon men; but we tell you that
in every declaration of Gospel truth from our pulpits, in every sacramental testimony borne to the efficacy of the blood of Christ, when
the believing children of God come together to eat" that bread" and
to drink" that wine," as the precious memorials of the body and blood
of Christ, in every such declaration and testimony there is a reproving
of the men who disbelieve in Jesus and in the record which God has
given concerning Him. "To Him give all the prophets witness, that
through His name, whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission
of sins." The man believes, when he lays hold upon the testimony
which God has given of His Son, when he shelters himself under that
testimony, and when the healing drops of the blood of Jesus come
home to his heart and conscience.
The Spirit, we are told again, "reproves of righteousness:' and at
this very time too. What is the Gospel 1 The Gospel is not the
obliteration of the demands of God's law.
I would not affront your understandings, brethren, by charging any
of you with holding such a view as we have heard and read, that the
Gospel is a kind of modification of the law of God; that the law was
so exceedingly stringent in its demands, that God came down to meet
the exigencies of man, and that He has legislated accordingly.
I believe that this it is which is at the core of those errors which
have been committed with respect to this nation at this time. Men
have come down to legislate for the infirmities and the wrongnesses of
the nation, instead of legislating so as to correct those infirmities and
wrongnesses. God does not do this; God does not alter one jot or one
tittle of His law.
The Gospel, that precious Word which we are permitted to preach, is
God's revelation of righteousness. "Therein," says the Apostle, in
the 1st of Romans, "Therein is the righteousness of God revealed."
How 1 In the work of Jesus, in the obedience of Jesus, in the death
of Jesus, in the resurrection of Jesus, in the ascension of Jesus, in the
outpouring of the Holy Ghost. "Therein is the righteousness of God
revealed," and moreover therein is the nghteousness of God asserted.
The agonizing of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross, what was it but
the assertion of the truth that God's law must not be broken 1 Guilt
must be charged home, and when God would let His people go free,
a substitute must be provided. So that there is an assertion of the
righteousness of God in the Gospel. But, blessed be God, the Gospel
also tells us of "the gift of righteousness." You must have it; it is
the only righteousness in which a man can stand-" the righteousness
of God." God incarnate is, as you know, set before us in the Scriptures as " the Lord our Righteousness."
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Then, again, the Holy Ghost, when He came, was to "reprove the
world of judgment." Now how can He, in the present day, " reprove
the world of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged" ?
It is one of the most practical subjects, brethren, that ever came before
a congregation. If there be one amongst us who says he is of the
world, you know what that means; if there be one in this congregation
who has the testimony of his own conscience at this time that he is a
man of the world, let him remember that the demonstration of the
Spirit on that Pentecostal day was an evidence that "the prince of
this world is judged." Now, what has this to do with you? God, in
the fact of His Son's life, in the fact of His Son's death, in the fact of
His Son's resurrection and ascension, in the fact of the outpouring of
the Holy Ghost, has given an evidence that the prince of this world is
judged and condemned. You ask, How? He who is emphatically
" the god of this world," he who blinds the eyes of unbelieving men,
he who is " the prince of the power of the air," he is judged.
We understand it to mean that all the things that concern his rule
of darkness are condemned by God. Shall we go further? It means
that the principles of the world of darkness are all condemned of God.
It means that the spirit and temper of the world, of which he is " the
prince," are condemned of God. It means that the subjects of that
world, of which this prince of darkness is the head, are involved in
condemnation. And it means that this world, upon which, as a great
platform, he has exercised his rebellion against heaven, has been so
stained and polluted, and poisoned to the very core, that it must itself
be reduced to ashes; it must go through a baptism of fire before it
shall be fit for the reception of the Lord's servants.
This is a practical subject, brethren. This is what the Apostle John
brings before us, when he says, " Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world; if any man love the world, the love of the Father
is not in him; for all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of
the world." These are the habits of the world, the ways of the world,
the principles of the world. And remember that the people who are
the willing slaves of Satan, the people who are in opposition to the
Lord, they must be involved in the ruin of the world. Oh, it is a fearful
word! Have you ever read it ? "Whosoever will be a friend of the
world, is the enemy of God."
Now, brethren, here is much practical truth brought home to us
by this word, that the Holy Ghost, when He came, was to " reprove
the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment." Now, we know
that God has blessed this conviction to the hearts of men; we know
that He has, as a blessed result of all this, led many to cry out-" Men
and brethren, what shall we do?" If the Spirit have been present
with us this day, if He have brought any word of truth home to your
hearts, if He have led you to see that it is a good thing to be on the
Lord's side, that it is a good thing to be a spiritual man, then what a
blessed day this will be to you-what a keeping there will be of this
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feast of Pentecost! Oh, that we may all receive the testimony concerning Jesus by the teaching of the Spirit of God!
Remember that the foulest sin which ever was affixed on any man
is unbelief. This it is which poisons the spring from whence all those
bitter streams go forth in the life and conduct.
Oh, if the Spirit of God have brought home to your hearts such a view
of the righteousness of Jesus as is manifested in the Gospel, what a
position it will enable you, as a child of God, to stand in, as you see
yourself" complete in Christ." And when the time shall come that
" the elements shall melt with fervent heat," what a position will the
man of God occupy! He will then be found looking for" a kingdom
which cannot be moved," "a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God."
May the Spirit bring home the testimony concerning Jesus to your
hearts, so that you may realize by faith your interest with Christ, and
boldly confess Him before an evil world!
"STILL WITH THEE."

" When I awake, I am still with Thee."-PsALM cxxxix. 18.
" WHILE the Bridegroom tarried," said Jesus in the parable, "they all
slumbered and slept." The Apostle also in his exhortation, " Awake
thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee
light," is not appealing to sinners dead in trespasses and sins, but to
such as had been quickened therefrom by that self-same "power,
which He wrought iu Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and
set Him at His own right hand in the heavenlies," that is, to the
Ephesian saints whom God had " predestinated l111tO the adoption of
children by Jesns Christ to Himself." The Apostle also exhorted
those in Rome that were" beloved of God," and in conseqnence had
been" called to be saints," in these words: "And that, knowing the
time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our
salvation nearer than when we believed." Which words of Christ and
exhortations by His Apostle all go to show that the Church of God,
notwithstanding her greater light and privileges in the Gospel dispensation is, in self, as prone as the Church of the former days to slumber
and sleep. "I sleep, but my heart waketh," saith the spouse in the
Song. The same voice that waked Lazarus out of his sleep of death,
awoke her to a feeling sense of His presence and love. Is not His
word the same to-day to them that are His? "Our friend Lazarus
sleepeth; bnt I go, that I may awake him out of sleep." It is His
voice that effects this; nothing less than it, nothing short of it. And
all His children own it, with her, and respond, "The voice of My
Beloved," the Shepherd's voice, known unto and by all His sheep.
I am reminded that seventeen years ago we were on a visit to the
Highlands of Scotland, and our dear friend, the late Mrs. Morison, of
Teanassie, took us to a special meeting of Free Presbyterians in Ding-
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wall, where we had this grand 139th Psalm, singing a few verses at a
time, from the beginning to the end. And although our brethren in
the Lord sang the Gaelic version, we could keep pace with them in the
English. Nor can we forget the exercise, for by the grace and unction
in singing, we found the transition from the Psalmist to his great antitype, Christ, so deep, so glorious, and so blessed (Rom. xi. 33, 34), that
we could not but testify to a friend then present of the great excellence
of the Psalms of David in singing the praises of Jehovah, while at the
same time we contended (with Toplady) that God had owned and put
the seal of His Spirit to the singing of such sound and Scriptmal hymns
as those of Hart, Keut, and others, both in public worship and in
private.
" V,Then I awake, I am still with Thee," viewed first as the language
of the great Covenant Head, Surety, and Redeemer of the Church,
is a glorious declaration of His oneness with His Father in salvation's
plan, in His will, purpose, and good pleasme. "I am not alone,"
said Jesus in the days of His flesh; "but I and the Father That
sent Me." "He that sent Me is with Me: the Father hath not left
Me alone; for I do always those things that please Him." And what
depth is there in these words: "I speak that which I have seen with
My Father."
" When I awake, I am still with Thee," as to the time when the
objects of, and the necessity for, the exercise of all that mediatorial
power given Me, and resident in Me, to still the storm that threatens
destruction to those with Me in the ship. Therefore did good John
Newton well reckon when he said :11

With Christ in the vessel,

I smile at the storm."
Howbeit, Peter did not smile when he began to sink in consequence of
taking his eyes off Christ and looking on the raging sea. But even
then, when awake to his danger, as he thought and felt, he was still
with his beloved Lord and Master, Whose Covenant promise was
pledged to help, uphold, and deliver (Isa. xliii. 2).
How blessedly Jehovah-Jesus, the Father's Servant in the Covenant
of grace, speaks of His being awake to all that was given Him to do,
and of His Father being with Him in His execution of the great work.
"I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their
covering. The Lord God hath given Me the tongue of the learned,
that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary:
He wakeneth morning by morning, He wakeneth Mine ear to hear as
the learned." And so, after He had fulfilled all that was written
concerning Him, and was risen from the dead and in full view of the
complete and eternal justification of His people, He says, "Upon this
I awaked, and beheld; and My sleep was sweet unto Me" (Jer. xxxi.
26). For why 1 This which I have wrought in God for them will
satisfy the weary soul, and will replenish every sorrowful soul.
In the silent hours of the night, when men for the most part are
asleep, then, " when I awake, I am still with Thee," is many times the
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sweet experience of the dear saints of God and people of the Most High.
For it is when He then grants them a comfortable sense of His presence
and blessing, that He is said to make all their bed in their sickness.
So at midnight, when Paul and Silas were fast bound in the prison at
Philippi, they found themselves awake and with Him, Whose they
were and Whom they served, Who gave them" songs in the night."
" For Thou, within no walls confined,

Inhabitest the humble mind:
Such ever brillg Thee where they come,
And going, t"'ke Thee to their home."-Cowper.
And what a beautiful dovetailing, if we may so speak, is to be
here seen. Elihu tells Job that" He that is perfect in knowledge is
with thee" (Job xxxvi. 4); and when he is made alive to this by the
blessed Spirit's operation, what a precious discovery! Elisha the
prophet was awake to the great truth that "as the mountains are
round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people from
henceforth even for ever." But it needed Divine power to be pnt
forth to make the eyes of his servant aware that it was even so. In
their difficulties, trials, fears, and perplexities, how much and how
frequently do the Lord's own dear people this very day stand in need
of a demonstration of this same truth; when their present path may
be that of David: "0 Lord God of hosts, how loug wilt Thou be angry
against the prayer of Thy people 1 ". or that of another: "When
I cry and shout, He shutteth out my prayer" ; "Lord, why castest
Thou off my soul 1 Why hidest Thou Thy face from me 1" Such
paths are still found to be the footsteps of the flock. But are they
forsaken of God 1 No, they are not forsaken. They are supported
and upheld in them, and these paths are a blessing i.n disguise to them.
They are in deed and in truth blessed to the quickening and spiritual
profit of their souls.
H

Lord, what a riddle is my soul,

Alive when wounded, dead when whole."-Hart.
.. When I awake" to a sense of my disobedience by Adam, "I am still
with Thee" by Whose suretyship obedience all Thy given people are
made righteous.
" '¥hen I awake" to a sense of my many sins and transgressions,
"I am still with Thee" in Whom and by Whose blood Thy people
have the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of Thy grace.
"When I awake" to a sense of my i.gnorance and waywardness,
then" I am still with Thee," as Thou art the interceding High Priest
of all Thy dear people, having entered into heaven with Thine own
blood to plead the merit thereof before God. "When I awake" to a
sense of my frailty, and that death and the grave are at the very doors,
" I am still with Thee" as Thou art He Who givest ns the victory, Who
hast put death and the grave among the treasures of Thy love, as says
dear Mr. Romaine. "When I awake" to a sense that I am still in
the flesh subject to many temptations, and in a wicked world where
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are found both wants and woes, then "I am still with Thee" Who
hast overcome the world and the prince thereof, having and holding
everything therein in subordination to the real good of those that are
Thine. " When I awake" on the Resurrection Jli[orn " I am still with
Thee" Whose glorious body is the pattern of the bodies of all Thy
raised saints.
It is the Holy Spirit's work on the heart and His presence with life,
light, and power in the soul, that give such glimpses, views, and
discoveries of God as enable one to say, "When I awake, I am still
with Thee." There is often such a waking up of the soul to a sweet
sight and sense of the Lord's presence, that blessed, holy, sacred, heartfelt communion is the result. There is a finding of Him Whom her
soul loveth. If the writer is not much deceived, he has found this, in
his journeyings by rail, and not once only, the most substantial of his
"journeying mercies." This communion has for its foundation a
vital union with Christ. The sum of the whole is-a realized sense of
being with Him now in grace as an object of His love in Christ Jesus
and a vessel of His mercy-with Him Who is " all my salvation and all
my desire "-will enable the poor sinner to join with Erskine and say:
" His presence is the heart of heaven."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
THEREFORE.
MANY of us can not fail to be impressed when reading the Word
of God with the word "therefore," connecting in many cases the
succeediug words with the preceding ones, and thus explaining all.
I have thought lately how blessedly sweet many of the" therefores "
are, and felt it might be good for us to look more closely into some
of them, and by the light of the Holy Spirit's teaching discern the
tender personal note throughout.
First let us look at Isaiah xii. 3. It is a very short chapter but a
very full one. We read in verse 2, " Behold, God is my salvation; I
will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord J ehovah is my strength and
my song; He also is become my salvation. Therefore with joy shall
ye draw water out of the wells of salvation." The Lord J ehovah,
the Triune God, my strength, my song, my salvation.. Well indeed
may I trust and not be afraid, for the Stroug Himself is my strength,
the Beloved Himself is my song, yea, also the triple blessing, "He
also is become my salvation." All this indicates that there were
previous danger and weakness from which the Strong, the Lord Himself,
delivered. There were also victory and delight in the Beloved, hence
He became my song. And there was peril of iruminent destruction,
but He Himself became my salvation. What a beautiful" therefore"
to connect these three gracious blessings with the words, "With joy
shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation." The term" wells,"
I believe, refers to the Holy Spirit, and the drawing water evidently
means refreshment; as a thirsty soul havinil once tasted of the living

•

360

The Gospel Magazine

water is ever longing for more, and thus with ioy draws water-drawing
water signifying quantity and plenty, not simply sipping. "Therefore," because the Lord my strength and my song is also become my
salvation, with joy because of Him shall water be drawn from these
refreshing, satisfying, life-giving wells of salvation.
Another sweet" therefore" we find in Isaiah xxx. 18: " And therefore
will the Lord wait, that He may be gracious unto you." This passage
is in connection with the sins of His people, with their woeful forsaking
ot:Him and placing confidence in Egypt. Oh! how patient He is
with His dear people. Therefore will He wait, "that He maybe
gracious unto them." He can not bless them in their wickecilless, but
after showing to them the sin and bringing them to repentance, waiting
so patiently, then He is gracious. This verse closes with a special
blessing to those who wait for Him: "Blessed are all they that wait
for Him." Do not be discoUl'aged, child of God, amidst the transgressions and clouds all around. Do not be dismayed, even by your
own personal trials and failures and difficulties. Wait, wait for Him.
As He instructs in another portion of His blessed Word, "Rest in the
Lord, and wait patiently for Him." The waiting will issue in joy,
and the blessing is sure.
Furthermore, in this same verse we have another "therefore."
" And therefore will He be exalted, that He may have mercy upon
you." His people had been trusting in fraud and perverseness. They
had said to the prophets, "Prophesy not unto us right things, speak
unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits." Is not this very much as
it is in OUI,Own day,-despising truth and listening only to that which
is pleasant? But the people went even further than this. They said,
" Cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us." Judgment
came upon them for this, and when the Lord assured them that in
retUIning and rest they should be saved, in quietness and confidence
should be their strength, the sad sad words came from Him, " And ye
would not. But ye said No, for we will flee upon horses." In another
ScriptUIe we read (Ps. xxxiii. 17): "An horse is a vain thing for
safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength." Oh!
poor foolish Israel, to strive against the Lord J ehovah with horses !
And poor foolish spiritual Israel now, who are seeking safety and
delight in aught else than the Lord Himself. Oh! marvellous graciousness; that He Himself will be exalted. He will display that He alone
is to be exalted, that He alone has all power. Then, seeing their distress
and their retUIn to Him, how quickly His heart bums towards His
people, and sweet is the" therefore" of the exaltation, " that He may
have mercy upon you." The words, "for the Lord is a God of
judgment," that follow, are very encoUIaging, for they intimate that
He will do that which is right for His people. He mourns over their
sin and drives them to the extremity till they see plainly there is no
other refuge. They are close to His heart, and He has mercy upon them.
He "delighteth in mercy." He showers blessings upon His people.
The succeeding verses in this chapter are full of most precious J?fomises.
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We find a very beautiful" therefore" in Psalm xxxvi. 7: "How
excellent [or precious, see margin] Is Thy lovingkindlless, 0 God!
therelore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Thy
wings." Lovingkindness has produced trust. In human relations
we find that constant kindness will be followed by absolute trnst,
more especially, perhaps, in little children, who, knowing nothing of
the gnile and evil motives which are sometinles covered by apparent
kindness, give their £nIl confidence and trust implicitly. Thns His
children trnst, but they know Him to be a God of truth, and all His
dealings to be pure lovingkindness. "How precious, how excellent,
is Thy lavingkindness, 0 God! therefore the children of men put their
trust under the shadow of Thy wings." Nearness to Himself, being
covered by Himself, as in another passage, Psalm b:iii. 7, we read:
" Because Thou hast been my help, the1'elo1'e in the shadow of Thy
wings will I rejoice." There is joy beside Hinl, covered by Him. "In
Thy presence is lulness of joy." There are not only trust and joy,
but great delight also. "I sat down under His shadow with great
delight."
There is a sweet reciprocal "therefore" in Psalm xci. 14: "Because
he hath set his love upon Me, the1'elo1'e will I deliver hinl: I will set
hinl on high, because he hath known My name." And a succession of
blessings follow, "because he hath set his love upon Me "-the love
that was enkindled by Himself because " He first loved us."
Look for a moment at Isaiah lix. 16, it is so touching ill its tenderness and pity: "And He saw that there was no man, and wondered
that there was no intercessor: the1'elo1'e His arm brought salvation unto
Him; and His righteousness, it sustained Him." Because there was
no other way whereby we might be saved, His arm brought salvation.
He would not let His people perish, therefore His ann was stretched
forth, and His righteousness prevailed.
Another encouraging" therefore" is found in Lamentations iii. 24 :
" The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therelore will I hope in Hinl."
Good reason indeed has the soul to hope, with such a portion. For
in the Lord are righteousness, and strength, and salvation, and victory,
and love. What a portion He is! a mine of everlasting, inexhaustible
wealth of every description. Naturally the" therefore" of hope must
follow. He is all-satisfying and never-failing.
We might link with this another" therefore" in MaJachi iii. 6 : " For
I am the Lord, I change not; therelore ye sons of J acob are not consumed." His love is unchanging. "Having loved His own . . . He
loved them unto the end." No circumstance can alter Him or " make
Him His purpose forego." On this blessed fact hangs our security.
We are creatures of change, soon caught by every passing wind; one
day full of faith and trust in Him, the next full of despondency and
questioning. But in Him no change is seen.
11

I change, He changes not;
His love, not mine, the tie."
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Going on to the New Testament, we find in St. John >''V. 19: "If
ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore
the world hateth you." This" therefore" has comforted many dear
people of God amidst persecution, scorn, and contempt. Chosen of
Him and not of the world-blessed position! Painful often here, but
oh! the joyous" afterward" in the eternal weight of glory revealing
the glad reality-the honour of all His saints.
A similar thought is expressed in another passage, 1 John iii. 1:
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth
us not, because it knew Him not." The world never knew or understood or recognized the Son of God; therefore it will never know or
understand or recognize the sous of God. "As He is, so are we in this
world." It is a blessed portiou to be linked with Him. Linked with
Him in sorrow, scorn, suffering now; and linked with Him in glory
hereafter. "It doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see
Him as He is."
Another most precious" therefore" we find in Romans v. 18 : "Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of One the free gift came upon all
men unto justification of life." That is indeed a grand" therefore."
We inherit sin by nature from our first head, Adam, and through his
fall we all fell. See His tender consideration of our nature. As we
fell by one, we rise by One-" By the righteousness of One the free
gift came upou all men unto justification of life" Astounding mercy!
unparalleled love! By one guilty; by One made righteous.
Then let us look at a " therefore" with which we are very familiar.
" There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus." This" therefore" may be traced from chapter vi. 23: "The
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." St. Paul
argnes throughout chapter vii. that though sin is present in the believer,
yet the spiritual part-the new man in Christ Jesus-wars against it.
The two natures are in constant conflict. But the Spirit is life. "And
if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Epirit is
life because of righteousness." St. Paul says he delights in the law of
God after the inward man, and therefore there is now no condemnation
to those which are in Christ Jesus, for the renewed nature walks not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
We have another encouraging" therefore" in Hebrews iv. 15, 16 :
" We have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."
lIe felt, and is therefore touched. He was tempted, and therefore
understands; so that we may venture to appeal to the throne of grace,
and not only venture, but come boldly. We all know from human
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experience how much more confidence we have in applying to anyone
for sympathy and assistance if he has passed through the same trial
or difficulty; we feel he understands so well. Therefore, dear reader,
we may come boldly to the throne of grace.
Let us look very briefly at St. John :>."Vi. 22: "Ye now therefore have
sorrow." Why 1 Because Jesus was leaving His dear disciples. They
would be alone. The sweet fellowship that had been theirs was about
to be visibly sundered. Thus He says, "Ye now therefore have
sorrow." But He graciously and cheeringly adds, "I will see you
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from
you." He found them again after His resurrection, and talked and
walked with them. Then after His ascension, when their turbulent
life on earth was over (for several suffered martyrdom), they went to
Him and saw His face with joy. Their hearts rejoiced, and no man
can ever take their joy from them.
Just one more" therefore" before we close. Ephesians ii.19 : "Now
therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow·citizens
with the saints, and of the household of God." Oh! what a favoured
position. "Of the household of God." Just think of it, dear reader.
Ambition can not soar to loftier heights; heart can not desire more.
" ",,'bat can He more say, than to you He hath said,
You who for salvatiou to Jesus have fled? "

And why 1 How 1 The" therefore" is explained in verse 13: "Now
in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ. For He is our peace, Who hath made both one."
St. Panl goes on to say that He abolished in His flesh the enmity, and'
in His transcendent love " for to make in Ifimself of twain one new
man, so making peace; and that He might reconcile both unto God
in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby." Can we
ever sound the height and depth and breadth and length of Christ's
love and rich provision 1 It passeth knowledge. "Made nigh";
" one new man" in Christ; reconciled in one body, in Himself; no
more strangers, no more foreigners, but one with the Holiest; among
the holy, and one of them; "fellow·citizens with the saints," sharing
the same privileges, speaking the same language. And then, above all
else, " of the household of God." It seems to me the highest is reached
here, the summit is gained, the sweet familiar home life entered, and
nothing-nothing-nothing more to be desired. Nigh to Himself in
the same city, and-strange, wonderful, all·absorbing Divine loveof the same household. Well might St. Paul describe our life in the
world to come as an "eternal weight of glory." Meditate upon this
"therefore," dear reader, and all its glorious issues. Rejoice in it
till faith is lost in sight and glad anticipation in glorious reality.
NETTIE.
REMEMBER that when the waters of affliction are never so high, yet
"the Lord on high is mightier than" they.-A. Wright.
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DOORS OPEN AND SHUT.

" He made a way to His anger . . . but made His own people to go
forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. And
He led them on safely, so that they feared not."-PSALM b:xviii.
50, 52, 53.

" A DOOR was opened in heaven" (Rev. iv. 1). This seems to be a
two-fold door. Christ's work fOl' ns below, and what He has secured
for us above. And side by side as it were with this door, stands another:
" I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it " (Rev.
iii. 8). Last month we touched on Christ's work for us, as embodied
in John x. 9: the door of salvation and regeneration. We saw how
our Lord Jesus Christ opened the door in heaven for His blood-bought
children. "I am the door; by Me if any man enter in, he shall be
saved." Jesus Himself is the way and the only way. He is the door
of salvation. Thus by dying in our stead, "He made a way to His
anger," and" by His stripes we are healed." But it is also the door
of regeneration. Each one must enter in for himself, because it is a
narrow way. We are told by Jesus in another place (Matt. vii. 14,
margin), "How strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it." So strait that no one can
pass in unobserved, too strait for one to enter for another, each one is
seen and counted in separately. So narrow that two can not slip in
together; too narrow for one to give his place to another; each soul
stands on its own ground. It is such a distinct dividing door that
every human being is inside or outside. Beloved reader, are you
within 1 If not, though the door is open now, any moment it may be
shut, and you will be shut out.
Let us turn again to Rev. iii. 8, and look at it now as the door of
appointed and successful work. When the Lord sets any work before
us, and calls and enables us to do that work, no one can shut the door
of our service. Disappointments, discouragements, and difficulties
can not shut it. Neither" ma.n," angels nor devils, friends nor foes,
saints nor sinners, can possibly shut that door, because the almighty
invincible J ehovah has "set" it before us as an "open door," and
will permit no hand but His to shut it. Therefore it must finally be a
successful work, whatever appears aga.inst it at present. May this
thought encourage us in all that we do now, no matter how
strong the opposition that we meet with.
How often here we
see no results of our efforts; but the day is coming when they will
be shown us. Here, too, we are apt to get weary in the warfare.
It seems so long, and such an unequal contest with the powers of dark- .
ness. And many of the workers are being reaped; one after another
is being called away. Very fast our God seems gathering the salt of
the earth to Himself. Very few arise to fill their places. Very faint
are the old standard-bearers becoming; and very feeble are the songs
that the Church tries to raise. Oh! let us not be weary in well-doing.
This is but the night-time-the morning draws on apace; it may
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break to-day! Then all the sorrow and the sinfulness of service will
be over, and we shall live in the light of the Lord for ever.
Shall we glance for a moment at three shut doors. The first is in
connection with Noah in the ark. "And the Lord shut him in " (Gen.
vii. 16). This is the shut door of God's almighty power. Man could
not shut or open that closed door. It suggests the safe door of salvation, which only Jesus can open or shut.
The second concerns the disciples in the upper room, and the Lord
Jesus Christ. "Wben the doors were shut"; "The doors being
shut" (John xx. 19-26). This is the shut door of His personal presence.
"le are always shut in with Him. "Then came Jesus," when
the world was shut out. The Church collectively, and the believer
individually, can not shut out the Lord and Master. He is always
with us in our work and worship, albeit we can not always realize His
presence. He can surmount shut doors of difficulty; He can overcome shut doors of opposition; He can unbar shut doors of care or
conflict; He can reopen shut doors of service. In our loneliest
moments, when the doors of human help and friendship and sympathy
are shut, Jesus Himself draws near and stands in the midst, saying,
" Peace be unto you."
The third shut door is to be found in Matt. xxv. 10, where the.Church
is caught up to meet the Bridegroom, "and the door was shut." This
is the shut door of God's unalterable decision. Man can never open
this closed door. The door of heaven has been opened once for all by
Jesus-it is open now. But a time is coming when it will be eternally
closed. Then it will never be opened again to let out even one who
has been safely shut in there by His love and forgiveness. Not one
inside will ever come out again into the cold and care and conflict of
life. His own will be securely shut in. Nor will it ever be opened again
to let in "any thing that defileth." Neither will it be reopened to let in
those who in this life never sought or desired to enter. This is the solemn
door of shut out as well as the safe door of shut in. Just as there were
those surely shut out of the ark as well as those securely shut in when
the Flood came to destroy, so there will be those shut out as well as
those shut in when Christ comes to call up the Church. Those shut
in will be eternally safe. They will come from all climes and from all
countries. "Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath
redeemed from the hand of the enemy." "Once they were mourning
here below" and" they wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way."
But" He led them forth by the right way," " and gathered them out
of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north, and
from the south" (Ps. cvii. 2-8). And having been gathered, they
shall come, and coming they shall sit down to rest. "They shall
come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and from
the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God" (Lulre xiii. 29).
May every reader be one of those who shall " come."
Thus the redeemed shall be "gathered" from all quarters of the
globe; they shall" come" from every quarter, and they shall" enter"
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from every quarter. For we are told something special about the four
sides of the city in Rev. xxi. 13. Have you ever given thanks that there
are" three gates" on each side of the New Jerusalem 1 Whatever our
path in life may be, from whatever part we arrive, when we come to
our last moment, there will assuredly be a gate straight in front of us.
No last COrner to turn, only the last step to take! Nothing to do but
to lay down the weapons of onr warfare, pnt off the earthly armour,
and quit the field of battle. We shall find our hand grasped in our
Redeemer's hand, and enter in to " go no more out." "On the east
three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and
on the west three gates." The disciplines of life are varions in their
severity. Some will come from the cntting, chilling" north;" some
from the bitter, biting" east;" some by the warmer" west;" and
some by the sunny "south." What matter which 1 We would
not wish to choose. When we are cold and tired, how we appreciate
the short way home. And He Who has" led them forth by the right
way," will bring them in by the nearest" gate," be it "east" or
"west." or" north," or "south."

Brixton.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARR,
BIRMINGHAM.
(Continw:<d from page 302.)

December 6th, 1876.
l\'!Y last account closed with the pleasant evening spent at Bishop
Gobat's on Mount Zion. 1 must not forget to tell you of the gracious,
I had almost said wonderful, answers to prayer, narrated that evening
by the bishop's wife; among them the remarkable cure of her son-inlaw, Mr. Zeller, of a severe malady which for a long period had completely baflled all the medical skill and science brought to bear upon it.
At length, in despair, he determined to go to Zurich, where the
celebrated and godly Dorothea Triidel had been receiving such gracious
and remarkable answers to prayer in curing various diseases, which the
ordinary appliances of medicine, etc., etc., had failed to do.
Mr. Zeller determined to make the experiment, yet not quite in that
spirit of faith and humility which was essential.
For a while he received no benefit, and was thinking of returning
home in despair until, one evening, while the godly Dorothea was
conversing about his soul and the necessity of the new birth, his conscience became deeply impressed; he saw his sin, and guilt, and
danger, as he never saw them before. They knelt together in prayer;
the pride of the heart was subdued under sovereign grace, he yielded
all to Jesus, and now, as a pardoned and humble believer, the whole
aspect was changed: they prayed together in faith for that healing

The Gospel Magazine

367

virtue and power from the Lord which he had no right to claim before,
but which as a pardoned sinner Dorothea Triidel showed him he might
now look for. This in about a month from that time was actually
granted, in answer to the prayer of faith from one pleading as a pardoned and reconciled child of God. In mentioning this great fact I do
not consider it any breach of confidence, feeling sure both the bishop's
wife and her son-in-law must rejoice in this being made known. I
believe I have given it, to the best of my memory, just as it was told
me.
Some few years have rolled away since then, and after a life of holy
faith and fervent prayer and wonderful cures, that saint of God, Dorothea Trtidel, has been called to her heavenly rest, and I am now informed
Mr. Samuel Zeller is at the head of that establishment, carrying on the
same blessed work of curing the sick through the prayers of faith!
(See James v. 14, 15; 2 Kings xx. 5.) In grateful acknowledgment
to Almighty God I feel bound publicly to express my firm belief in this,
since during the twenty-five years of my ministry at Perry Bar I have
been permitted to witness the most gracious answers to prayer, many
of them in connection with severe sickness and remarkable cures, when
earthly hopes had been scattered to the winds and nothing short of a
special and Divine interposition could effect the cure. Some of these
answers were through special requests in church, others through
private supplication; and my own firm conviction is, if true believers
were living as they are privileged to do, a consecrated life, the life of
faith and prayer and holiness, they would receive far more answers to
prayer, and in many cases find either the sick ones cured, or at least a
much larger success attending the use of means.
Jesus Himself presses upon us this. "Men ought always to pray
and not to faint" (Luke xviii. 1 and xi. 8-13; Matt. vii. 7-11); " Ask
and it shall be given you; seek and ye shall find; knock and it shall be
opened unto you." (See also John xv. 7.)
A friend was mentioning J osephus' description of the Temple, and
of the wall, which he says was 120 feet high, and that underground
the stones were as beautifully bevelled as above. Dear Christian
friends, see to it that your inner life, unknown to man but seen by
God, is as carefully wrought and carved by the Spirit of God as you
desire the exterior to be before man! Remember the inner life must
be as exact and circumspect as the outer, as carefully bevelled below
as above.
It was with interest I heard of the Rev. Mr. Frankel, chaplain and
missionary at Jerusalem, holding a short daily morning service in
Hebrew, at 7, and a catechumen class 7.30 to 8.30, and then afterwards
giving two or three hours to receive people and inquirers at the
parsonage.
I also heard of ten young men who had becQme anxious inquirers
about Jesus as the Messiah, and the way of salvation through Him;
while at Tunis, where the missionary had been before, and to which
he was shortly returning, he told me of thirty-two inquiring Jews in
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whom the Spirit of God seemed to be working, besides numbers needing
help.
This morning, 8.45, we took our farewell of Jerusalem, the once holy
and still beloved city of the Lord, every now and then turning round
on our horses to catch another parting view of this remarkable and still
beautifuJ-looking city, and which is one day to become the joy of the
whole earth! See Psalm xlviii. 2, 11-14. A deep feeling of solemnity
crossed my mind as I felt I shall never see thee again until that glorious
Second Advent, when" the Lord my God shall come, and all His saints
with Thee." Until that glorious resurrection morn, wheu "the dead
in Christ shall rise first," farewell, farewell, thou hallowed spot, thou
" city of the Great King." The day is drawing near for thy deliverance
out of the hands of strangers, the alien Mussulman and infidel, who
have conspired together to trample thee under their feet. Because
thou obeyedst not the voice of the Lord, and rejectedst and crucifiedst
thy own Messiah, therefore is thy glory departed for a while, and thine
own awful imprecation verified, " His blood be upon us and upon our
children." But we look for the rapid hastening of that time when
Jerusalem, which has drunk so fully the cnp of trembling, shall, according to the sure word of prophecy, find it taken ont of her hands and
given into the hands of her enemies, and the Divine command shall go
forth, "Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that
her warfare is accomphshed, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she
hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins" (Isa. xl. 2).
Thy city shall be " rebuilt" " in holiness unto the Lord," when" the
Lord of hosts shall reign in monnt Zion and in Jerusalem, and before
His ancients glorionsly" (Isa. xxiv. 23). Ye who are the Lord's
remembrancers, "give Him no rest until He establish, and till He
make Jerusalem a praise in the earth" (Isa. lxii. 6, 7).
Ontside the walls of the city we passed a very neat-looking building,
which proved to be a Protestant Arabic church, and filled us with
delight. Now we ride over a great plain on which once encamped the
Assyrian army of Sennacherib, threatening the destruction of J erusalem; but the good king Hezekiah prayed to the Lord, and" the
angel of the Lord smote in one night, in the camp of the Assyrians, a
hundred and fourscore and five thousand; and when they arose early
in the morning, behold they were all dead corpses." (See Isaiah xxxvii.
35, 36.)
Just as we had started, a Jetter received by our dragoman from his
wife at J affa brought the startling intelligence, they feared a rise and
massacre of all the Christians there, as the new levy of Turkish soldiers
was expected to pass through. Vie were very sorry for our dragoman,
Mr. Rosendale and his wife, etc., etc. So we prayed to the Lord to
protect the Christians at J affa, and to keep down the Turkish excitement; and so it came to pass, the good Lord preserved them from
that dire calamity! "Laus Deo, in J esu Christo ! "
We rode ou to the so-called" tombs of the kings," but thought by
some to be the tomb of Queen Helena, dismounted, and examined them

•

The Gospel Magazine

369

with interest. Here are series of stone chambers and sepulchres cut
out of the deep rock; the entrance ricWy omamented with fine carving,
some Qf which is sadly defaced. There are several stone chambers
hewn out of the rock. We entered cautiously, and with candles; it
was very close and hot, but very curions, with a socket for the great
stone door to be both hidden and also rolled away by the initiated.
We also saw triangular niches for lamps, and behind small chambers;
but no remnants of anything save dnst and particles of bones. Some
have snpposed the marble sarcophagus, richly carved with wreaths and
flowers, was the sarcophagus of king David; but I can scarcely think
so, and now it is in the Louvre at Paris. We pass on to mount the
northern hill of Scopus, which is a kind of projection from Mount
Olivet. Here we took our final view, and it was a grand one, of the
honoured .city of Jerusalem; and as I turned my horse's head round
for the last time to take the final farewell, my heart prayed to be found
" ready" when Jesus comes here again to reign! With feelings
deeply solemnized we passed on, and now to the left we have pointed
ont Mizpeh or " Watchtower," the birthplace, residence, and tomb of
the prophet Samuel, a commanding site, near the northern borders of
the kingdom of Judah.
Gibeah also and Ramah of Benjamin, with their grievous history,
form the north-western group. The mountains of Gilead rise up to
view, and awaken our interest by various historical associations:
Gilead, afterwards named" Penea," or " the land beyond" the Jordan.
Twelve o'clock, noon, we lunched at "Beeroth," one of the four
cities which made a wily league with Joshua to save themselves from
destruction. See Joshua ix. 17. A remarkable country all around,
hill and dale, flint and chalk, with series of limestone hills.
Wednesday the 6th, we reached Bethel, the scene of J acob's prayer
and his vision of the ladder reaching to heaven, with the angels ascending and descending upon it. Though in the month of December, the
burning sun was shining full upon us; the grey rocks all around,
massive and singular, on the top of the mountains, so different to
anything we had yet seen. Before us we see the mountain range of
Gilead, together with the cities of Ophrah and Ai. Then we passed
suddenly into the fig-tree district, covered with large handsome fig
trees. Next, three villages dotted over the hills with their fertile
lands. At length we encamped for the night at "the Robber's
Fountain," between two lofty mountains, very tired and wearied,
after a long day's journey.
(To be conUn.ued.)

GoD Bees that the sorrows of life are very good for us; for, as seeds
that are deepest covered with snow in winter flourish most in spring;
or as the wind by beating down the flame raiseth it higher and hotter;
even so, when the Lord would increase our joy and thankfulness, He
allays it with the tears of affiiction.-H. G. Salter.
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"BEAUTIES OF ERSKlNE."
[RALPH ERSKINE, 1685-1752.]
" Come, see a Man, Which told me all things that ever I did,. is not this the
Christ? "-JOHN iv. 29.
(Concluded from page 311).
o BELIEVER, give evidence that you have met with Christ, by living
to Him as your end, and on Him as your all; He" died that you
should not live to yourself. but to Him"; and now He lives, that
you may live upon Him; "Because I live," says He, "ye shall live
also." 0 sirs, let it be seen that you are three· storey higher. and that
there is a new addition made to your spiritual stature, by the light
of a new discovery of Christ. The light of reason may make people
good moral men; the light of gifts, good scholars; but the light of
grace and experience. good and holy Christians. 0 believer, beware
of such a practice and conversation as will give occasion to the world
to say, Take up· your communicants; they can tipple and drink,
swear and debauch, as well as their neighbours. Oh! will you give
occasion to Christ to say, " He that sat at table with Me, and ate of
My bread, hath lift up his heel against Me. They are the wounds
that I have got in the house of My friends "~ Oh, see that your conversation be a practical saying. "Come, see a Man That hath told me
all things that ever I did; is not this the Christ ~" And let the
leading part of yonr practice lie in this. a going again to Christ, and
attending and depending upon Him, in all the duties of religion, in
order to your getting more and more acquaintance with Him. For
as it is a saving discovery of Christ that works this self-debasing.
Christ-exalting effect; so the more of this you get, it will fit you still
the more for commending of Him humbly and practically.
Let your walk then appear to be a Gospel walk, a walking in Christ,
and a going still again and again to seek Him and see Him, that you
may be the more like unto Him; and that" beholding·as in a glass
His glory," you may be "changed into the same image from glory
to glory." It is but a dunghill on which the sun shines, and yet
reflects no beams; but the snn shining on a ball of silver, or upon a
bright glass, or a still water, it will make another sun by reflecting
the beams of it. Thus the broken beams of the glory of God, shining
on Moses in the mount, made him come down full of glory. And, 0
sirs, the more of the glory of Christ you see, the more of the glory of
God's holiness will appear about you, and the more of heaven; of
which it is said, they shall" be like Him, for they shall see Him as He
is." The more frequently you return to see Christ, the more fit you
will be for resisting the snares and temptations you meet with; for
your heart is a magazine of hell, where corruption lies, like a barrel
of gunpowder, ready to take fire with the least spark of a temptation,
and blow you up in the flames; but the more you come to see and
converse with Christ, the more you will get of the living water, which
Christ gave to this woman; "The Spirit is as a well of water, springing

The Gospel Magazine

371

up to everlasting life," and if you can get that barrel of powder sunk
into the bottom of this well, or the flood of the Spirit to drown and
overflow it, will you not then be more proof against all the sparks of
hell and fiery darts of the devil? 0 believer, is not the Spirit
promised as " floods upon the dry ground," to drench the dry powder?
And does not your profession oblige you to this attendance and dependence upon Christ for more of the Spirit? For what mean you when
you say, "Is not this the Christ?" Do you not mean, Is not this
the Anointed of God; anointed with the Spirit, to give the Spirit?
Therefore, let your constant recourse be to Him on this errand, taking
as many along with yon as you can, by the influence of your advice
and example, saying, " Come, see a Man, Which told me all things that
ever I did; is not this the Christ? "
.I would close with a word to those that are yet strangers to Christ,
that never met with Him, nor got such a discovery of Him as leads
to this self-abasing and Christ-exalting exercise. And may I be
allowed by you, 0 you that are believers in Christ in this house, to
personate you in a few words, and speak to tbese that are strangers
to Christ in your name. 0 Christless sinner, "Come see a Man That
hath told us all things that ever we did; is not this the Christ? "
The hearts of all that are acquainted with Christ, join with me in
saying to you, Come, see Him; come, see Him. "That which we
have heard and seen, declare we unto you, that you may have fellowship with us, in our fellowship with the Father and the Son, by the
Spirit." There are some here that can say, We have heard His voice,
telling us all things that ever we did; and we have seen His glory
as the glory of the" only begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth" ; and, "Is not this the Christ?" Come, see a Man That hath
opened our eyes, and sometimes dispelled all our clouds and darkness;
"Is not this the Christ? " anointed to be a Prophet to teach and
instruct the like of you. Come, see a Man That hath pardoned all
our sius, and washed us in His blood; "Is not this the Christ? "
anointed to be a Pries~ to justify guilty sinners like you. Come, see
a Man ·That hath subdued all our iniquities, and sometimes given a
dash to the power of sin and Satan in us ; " Is not this the Christ? "
anointed to be a King to ransom slaves of the devil like you. Oh, come,
see a Man, of Whom we can sometimes say, He hath healed all our
diseases; "Is not this the Christ? " anointed to be a Physician for
healing such desperate diseases as yours are. Come, see a Man That
hath convinced us of all our sins and vileness of heart and way, and
drawn out our hearts to Him as the God-Man; "Is not this the
Christ? " Immanuel, " God with us." You need not say, Where shall
we see Him? You have neither a journey to go down to hell, nor
up to heaven. "The Word is nigh"; and in the glass of this Word
He is to be seen. All the believers here can say, We never saw Him
anywhere but in this Word ofthe Gospel, and in these public and private
ordinances; and there He lies as open to your view as to ours. The
Word is the immediate object of our faith, wherein we see Him; and
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we hear Him speaking to us in His Word, and hear with spiritual understanding, then we see Him. To hear and know His voice, is all one
with seeing Him; it is in His Word that we hear Him telling how
polluted and filthy we are, and thus all that ever we did; and hear
Him telling how fair and lovely He is, and thus showing us that He is
the Christ; so that we see Him in what He tells us in His Word;
and as we have seen Him there, so you may see Him there; you have
the same glass, the same Bible, the same Word, the same promise,
the same Gospel-mirror to see Him into, that ever any saint on earth
saw Him in, since He ascended to heaven. "The Word is nigh, even
in thy heart, and in thy mouth."
Oh, then, rest not on our report of Him only; for what He hath told
us concerning ourselves, and concerning Himself, will not profit you,
if you do not come and see that our report is true. Come and see
Him yourself, by believing and taking it on His own Word, that He is
the Christ anointed for your behoof.
But what is this I am doing, speaking to you only in the name of
believers 1 Here (however base a worm I am) my office warrants
me to speak to you in a greater name than theirs or ours; yea, in
His name, the latchet of Whose shoes we are not worthy to unloose.
In His name, then, Who is the glorious Jehovah, the God-Man, That
can tell you all things that ever you did, and thereby give you convincing evidence that He is the Christ, I call you to come and see
Him. He can tell you some things about you, 0 sinner, that the
world does not know, and can not tell you. And may I presume in
His name to, tell you something, perhaps yet a secret, which if He
would bless,"you might therein hear Him telling you all things that
ever you did. Let me allude to what passed between Christ and
this woman in the context, upon their first meeting; and, perhaps,
there is more than an allusion in it.
Christ hath been at this occasion, offering you the living water;
and if you be saying with this woman, whether in jest or earnest,
" Sir, give me this water that I tlrirst not"; Christ is in effect saying,
" Go, call your husband and come hither"; bring whatever husband
you are in league with, that so your league and covenant with death,
and your marriage with hell may be disannulled. If you be saying
with this woman, "I have no husband," why, then you may hear
Christ saying, in effect to you, " Thou hast well said, I have no husband";
for as long as you are not married to Christ, you have no head, no
husband, that can do you any service. But," Behold, you have had
five husbands," you have had many husbands, and he to whom you
are now married is not your husband, your true and lawful husband.
o harlot sinner, you have been married unto many a black husband
all your days; you have been married to the law, the first husband;
married to your own righteousness and self-conceit; you have been
married to the world; married to your lusts; yea, and married to
the devil; your heart hath been joined to idols; and now, by this He
is telling you all that ever you did. He is telling you what you have
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been, and what you have done. Have you been a common drunkard, a
common swearer, a common Sabbath-breaker, a neglecter of prayer in
secret, and in your family? Yea, you have been a hypocrite, an atheist,
a blasphemer, a persecutor, a murderer, an injurious person, unjust,
unfaithful to God and man, unmerciful, unbelieving, impenitent. He
is telling you your secret faults, not only what you did in snch a
company, but what it was that you did in such a private place. "When
thou wast under the fig tree I saw thee," says Christ. to Nathanael,
in another case; so says Christ to you, When thou wast under the
dark shade, hiding thyself from the eyes of men, My eye was upon
thee: under the cloud of night I saw thee; and" Can any hide himself
in secret places that I can not see; do not I fill heaven and earth? "
says the Lord. Yea, I saw all that ever you thought, or did, or
designed to do, and I saw into thy heart and wicked nature from whence
thy atheistical practices did spring: And now, if by His Word He
be telling you all things that ever you did, then what do you say to
tllis question: "Is not this the Christ?" Is He at one glance giving
you a view of all your baseness, all your vileness ~ Then do you
perceive that He is a Prophet, when He tells you how many false
husbands you have had ~ Oh!" Is not this the Christ?" Is not this
the only true Husband with Whom your soul should match ~ Is He the
Man That hath told you all things that ever you did ~ Oh, then, " Will
you go with this Man?" and say, " What have I to do any more
with idols ~" Oh! my five husbands have ruined me; my false,
unhappy matches can give me no comfort, either in death or through
eternity, but rather contribute to my eternal condemnation. But
here is a glorious, wonderful match in my offer, " A Man ha~h told
me all things that ever I did; is not this the Christ" That is anointed
to save me from the guilt of all that ever I did, and to save me from
sin and wrath 1 Oh, then, is it a match ~ Why, say you, Who
is He that I may match with Him ~ Where is this Christ ~ Behold,
mari, woman, He is saying to you in this word," I That speak
unto thee am He "; though it be by a poor sinful messenger that
I am speaking to you, says Christ, yet, "I That speak unto you am
He." And now, oh, hath He discovered Himself to you in this word,
and drawn out your heart to the match ~ Then think not strange
that you meet with some interruption in His converse with you;
but go your way and leave your water-pot behind you; and give up
not only with your unlawful husbands, but even with your lawful
works and endeavours in point of trust and confidence; for your own
black righteousness, and doings of yours, will never draw a drop of livi.ng
water to you; but let your heart say, "In the Lord only have I
righteousness and strength; I will go in the strength of the Lord God,
and make mention of Thy righteousness, even of Thine only." Oh,
may it be heard tell of you in the city of Dunfermline, as it was heard
tell of this woman in the city of Samaria, that you have met with
Christ; that by your words and walks henceforth you are determined
to say, "Come, see a Man, Which told me all things that ever I did ;
is not this the Christ 1 "
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THE TIME OF THE EVENING.
" My people that have sought Me" is one of the ways in which the
God of salvation describes the children of His grace; and when He
opens what no man can shut, when the stammering lipe can speak
plainly, they will say in the fullness of Spirit-wrought truth, " The Lord
is my God"; or with the Apostle, "I know Whom I have believed."
" Then shall they know" is an unbreakable Covenant promise of Him
Who works all in His people; while, "Yea, rather, are known of Him,"
stands an eternal security. And so one knows that" in me (that is,
in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing"; another knows that God can
" do everything," and another knows" 0 Lord, that Thy judgments
are right, and that in faithfulness Thou hast afflicted." We are told
in the eigbth chapter of Genesis and the eleventh verse, that one "knew
that the waters were abated from off the eartb." The Lord leads and
allows His people to spil'itualize this fact, and to rejoice with the
pat)'iarch in that which is as the waters of Noah unto him, that as He
has sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth,
so has He sworn that He would not be wroth with them nor rebuke
them.
It was in the evening that Noah received the Jiving token that
judgment was past and peace brought in. And we think of another
evening, when the Lord Jesus gathered Hie dear disciples round
Him, promised them a Comforter Who would abide with them for ever,
and said, " Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: not
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid." Very often it has heen at the end of the day
that He has manifested His Name and His love, and put gladness
into tried, anxious, waiting souls. It was a sad day, that was "far
spent," when the Lord made the two burning hearts to feel, for the
time heing, "all their sorrows left behind, and earth exchanged for
heaven." Then they could not say that they had toiled and taken
nothing, nor that they had laboured in watchings and fastings "for
naught and in vain."
Ii

He tarries oft till men are faint,
And comes at evening late,
He hears and answers our complaint,
'Tis ours to pray and wait."

It is God's own law of order and mercy in the govemment of the
world that man should go " forth to his work and to his labour until
the evening" ; and it is equally His will in the government of His family
that appoints labour of heart and mind to His dear sons and daughters,
either in their strivings with sin and the devil, or their earthborn and
long attempts to find a salvation that is not all of Him. To the former,
sweet is the rest of the labouring one when the Lord commands a
retum " to the Ark." To the latter, too, the evening time shall come;
an evening time of light, when Christ will say, "Come unto Me, all
ye that are weary, and I will refresh you." Then with Rebekah
(Gen. xxiv. 15, 16) they shall go forth, water from salvation's wells
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will spring up, and peace will be unto them. Then to them (as to
that gleaner in the field of Boaz, who with thankful heart, though
bending low, searched for her handfuls of purpose) the time of gathering all up together will certainly come, and after that their "sun
shall go no more down."
FOLLOWER-ON.
JACOB'S WRESTLING WITH THE ANGEL.
By THE LATE REV. BERNARD GILPIN, M.A.
" And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he
had. And J Mob was left a lone,- and there wrestled a man with him
until the breaking 0/ the day." -GENESIS xxxii. 23-32.
To find, by critical learning, a light shed upon the letter of Scripture
is good in its place. But to find a light shed on its directions and
examples, so as to encourage us to follow them, is far better. Such
is the light in which I have seen the circumstances of J acob wrestling
with the angel.
It took place at a moment of great outward danger; and I think,
if we carefully attend to the narrative, we shall see that at first Jacob's
fear and apparent danger must have been greatly aggravated by the
juncture of time in which his unknown opponent came forth and
wrestled with him. He had just sent his goods and cattle, wives and
children, over the ford Jabbok. To transport so large and helpless a
company over the water was probably not without hazard. So
J acob, as father and director of the whole movement, naturally stayed
behind till all had safely passed, and thus as Moses expressly says,
"Jacob was left alone." His purpose, however, must have been to
follow his family instantly, and be ready for what happened next
morning, to pass over before them as his hostile brother advanced.
But this was the juncture ,of time in which (though the night had come
on) " there 'Vl'estled a man with Jacob until the breaking of the day."
We may conceive the energy with which Jacob at first would resist
the efforts of this stranger, and apparent enemy, to keep him from
going over to the succour of his helpless family. But all Jacob's
efforts were in vain, for even when morning dawned, though he does
not appear to have been driven back (for the word wrestling implies
that he stood his ground), yet had he not been able to advance forward.
At last the mighty opposer, with one touch of His hand, dislocated
Jacob's thigh, and so taking away all his power to stand or withstand,
left him no resource except to clasp his opposer in his arms, and refuse
to loose his hold.
It is certain that, as this mysterious conflict proceeded, J acob
became gradually more and more persuaded that both the opposer
and the battle were supernatural. At last, faith and spiritual strength
began to spring up vigorously; so that when, at last, the stranger
said, "Let Me go, for the day breaketh," Jacob replied, "I will not
let Thee go, except Thou bless me"; which answer appears the more
striking when we consider that J acob at that time was disabled from
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wrestling, and had taken to cleaving. The stranger and adversary
then manifested His good pleasure at Jacob's importunity, revealed
Himself as the Lord, doubtless the Saviour in man's form, though not
yet manifested in man's nature; and He blessed Jacob with the name
of Israel, to signify that he had prevailed with God, and should also
prevail with man.
This whole account is doubtless intended, and has donbtless proved,
an instruction and encouragement to all the spiritual seed of Jacob
from that day to this.
Consider then, how it was with Jacob. He had acted prudently
and carefully. It must have appeared very needful both to him and
to his family that he should, without delay, rejoin them; yet this
very needful step it was which the Lord disabled him from taking
throughout the night of his wrestling. J acob thought at first that
an enemy had come forth against him. All his efforts proved vain,
his plans abortive, and at last his strength, either to stand or fight,
was violently taken away. Bnt during this strange fight, a stranger
secret was made known to J acob, namely, that this enemy was no less
than his everlasting Friend. All his vehement haste to join his family
was now subdued, and instead there was nothing left but a steadfast
cry for a blessing from Him Who at first had behaved like an enemy.
Is it not very often thus, more or less, with ourselves, in those
outward trials, and family trials, which the Lord very frequently
ordains we should pass through 1 Have we not often found that the
most needful step for us to take, is the step He will not suffer us to take 1
and as far as this goes, He seems to go out as an adversary against us.
We are anxious to mend the outward trial, but a spiritual humbling
and a spiritual state of mind are needful before our outward deliverance;
and this we are apt to overlook. At last He makes us sensible of
this, but not till He has utterly brought our strength to nothing.
Again, Jacob wrestled till, his hip being disjointed, he could wrestle
no more, but only cleave, and say, "I will not let Thee go." Here we
see Jacob's faith more and more assuming the nature of the true
Christian faith, of which it is said, "To him that worketh not, but
believeth on Him That justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness." J acob in his weakness, but not in his strength, came
off more than conqueror.
So it infallibly is in the Lord's controversy with all the spiritual
seed of Jacob. At first the Lord's dealings often sorely alarm them,
and seem intended to cut off their hopes. Their plans are disconcerted,
their purposes broken. The Lord apparently goes forth against them.
Their strength is turned into perfect weakness; but in all this, faith
and love begin to work, and at last they say, " I will not let Thee go
unless Thou bless me." After all, how easily the Lord ordered all
things for Jacob's good. His disjointed limb was restored, his remain·
ing lameness being only like an honourable scar in battle. The sun
arose. He passed over the water in time to encourage his family;
he went before them to meet Esau, and God turned Esau's heart to
meet him kindly.
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OLD DIVINITY.
" The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath
hope in his death."-PROV. xiv. 32.
" OH, how comfortable in a dying hour to look back upon a well-spent
life," say many. "But it is most comfortable to forget the things
that are behind, to look forward, and 'press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus,''' saith the Christian
(Phi!. iii. 14). What a delightful prospect, in a dying hour, to view
a reconciled God, a glorified Jesus, and a kingdom prepared for us,
from the foundation of the world! But, if we have not experienced
a life of faith in Jesus, a life of self-righteousness will only beget vain
confidence, and delude the soul with false hopes, which will end in awful
disappointment at death.
But who are the wicked 1 Verily, all who reject the faith of the
Son of God, refuse to submit to His righteousness, hope in themselves,
and trust to what they can do to make themselves righteous, and to
make their peace with God. This is the very essence of wickedness.
All such are destitute of righteousness. Their eyes are blinded with
sin, and their hearts hardened against the truth. Living and dying
so, they shall he driven away from the comforts of the righteous in
the awful hour of death. In the tremendous day of judgment they
shall be driven away from the presence of Jesus with, "Go, ye cursed."
Who are the righteous 1 Even all who receive the gift of new Covenant
love, the gift of righteousness, which "cometh upon all the children
of faith by One, Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 17). The righteous man is of
Divine extraction; born again from above: he hath the mind of
Christ, he loveth righteousness and hateth iniquity. The righteous
hath hope in a God of justice, hope in a God of truth, hope in a God
of faithfulness, because his hope standeth in God's own Covenant
grace and love, which make sinners righteous in Christ. This hope
shall never forsake the righteous. It animates him in We to love
and obedience; it comforts him in death against fears of wrath and
terrors of hell; it inspires him with joyful assurance of a crow n of
righteousness in life and immortality, according to the free-grace
precious promises of God, through the righteousness of Jesus.
Well might that eminently faithful minister of Jesus, the late Rev.
Mr. Hervey, so sweetly fall asleep with this hope in his heart, while
his lips were warbling his dying song, "Precious salvation! precious
salvation!" All our hope is in " The grace of OUT Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost."
Lo'rd, save me from my righteousness,
And fix my hope in Thee,
Oh, clothe me with rrhy righteousness,
My soul from sin set free.
In time of life, and hour of death,
When other succours fail,
Oh! may I trust Thy precious truth,
And faith and hope· prevail.

W.

MASON.
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
DEAR SIR,-These are times when all lovers of Truth should do their
utmost to sow the truth of God beside all waters. We are encouraged
to do this by the promise of God, " Blessed are ye that sow beside all
waters," and, "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him." Through the Lord's mercy a very large amount of pure truth
has been scattered amongst sailors and soldiers through the agency of
the Mission. It is encouraging to see how much workers amongst
the men prize the books; opportunities are large, and without the
support of the Mission the supplies of many workers would indeed be
small. So with your kind permission I would once again plead with
kind friends to do all in their power to help us to spread far and wide
the truth which is in Christ Jesus. In many cases the books are passed
ronnd from one to the other, and the Great Day will reveal how much
blessing has resulted from this reading. The following letter has just
reached me. "Many thanks for your letter, which would have been
answered earlier but we were awaiting arrival of the parcel of books which
you had kindly sent. It has been delivered here safely; the books
will be judiciously distributed. The same evening a petty-officer took
a quantity aboard his ship for distribution on Sunday. Again thanking
you for all past kindnesses."
Any further help to maintain this good work amongst our soldiers
and sailors will be most gratefully received,
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, May, 1913.

f1rotHHant 15eacon.
"THE CHURCH-THE CHURCH."
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.

(Continued from page 317.)
UNDER the New Testament dispensation the Church of God comes
out still more clearly, and the mistakes of ignorant men concerning
it are still more loudly rebuked. The following considerations derived
from God's unerring Word, ought to enable us to form a right judgment
on this vital subject:1. The Lord Jesus Christ had a people given to Him by His heavenly
Father before the foundation of the world (John vi. 37; xvii. 2).
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These people He called His sheep (John x. 14); they were to be found
among Gentiles as well as Jews (John x. 16), and they were all to be
united into one body, of which He should be the Head, animating,
directing, exalting, and sustaining them throughout a glorious eternity.
They were to be drawn to Him by the Father (John vi. 44), renewed,
sanctified, enlightened by the Holy Ghost, and ackuowledged in their
collective capacity as His bride, to be identified with Him, and to
share His throne, and all His dignities and glories in His kingdom for
ever.
2. This Church Jesus loved, and" gave Himself for it; that He
might sanctify and cleanse it by the washing of water by the word;
that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy, and
without blemish" (Eph. v. 25-27). From this we can see that the
Church of which Christ is the husband is something very different
from one of the various so-called Christian sects or denominations
composed of all sorts and conditions of men, saints and sinners, wheat
and tares, sheep and goats. His Church must be composed only of
saints, wheat, and sheep. He Who has created them can recreate
or regenerate them, and that He has promised to do.
3. This Church is also the living temple, constructed of living stones,
taken, indeed, from nature's quarry, but quickened, shaped, and
fashioned by the great Master Bnilder, Who seeks such a holy temple
to dwell and be worshipped in for ever. St. Peter speaks of these
living stones and the foundation on which they rest. No man knew
better than he did what Christ's Church was to be, and none of the
Apostles has used language better calculated to repudiate the absurd
and blasphemous theory that God's Church was to be built on a dying
creature like himself, as the Roman Catholics affirm, and he testifies
that Jesus is the true corner stone on which God's Church shall be
built up for ever. His words are, speal.-i.ng to God's elect, regenerated,
and preserved people (1 Peter i. 2-5), "Ye also, as lively (or living)
stones, are built up a spiritual house. . . . Wherefore also it is contained in the Scripture, Behold I lay in Sion a chief corner stone,
elect, precious; and he that believeth on Him shall not be confounded"
(1 Peter ii. 5, 6). Thus the Holy Spirit uses Peter to refute the profane
Romish dogma concerning Peter.
4. And this brings us to our Lord's own announcement concerning
the construction of His Church. It shall, He said, be built on a rock
-yea, a certain rock which He referred to when He told Peter, " On
this rock I will build My Church." The Scriptures, both of the Old
and New Testament, speak metaphorically of a rock, but never of a
created being as deserving that title. It is always ascribed to God,
either the Father or the Son. I have no doubt that when Jesus said
" this rock," He meant Hinlself as the only appointed foundation of
the Church which He was about to construct. St. Paul says, " Other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ"
(1 Cor. iii. 11); and he tells the Ephesian Christians that they are
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"built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief corner stone" (Eph. ii. 20). When Christ
says that the gates of hell shall not prevail against His Church, He
implies that such a state of security arises from the character of the
foundation on which it is built. Now I believe there is no doubt that
by " the gates of hell" the gates of the grave are meant; and who
is He that by His own power has" abolished death and brought life
and immortality to light by the Gospel" (2 Tim. i. 10), but He Who
is called, "the Way, the Truth, and the Life" 1 (John xiv. 6.) Let
us observe that Christ is not only the foundation of His Chmch, but
also the builder of it. All Churches, therefore, constructed by man" by art and man's device "-are excluded from the position of Christ's
Church, of which He alone is the founder. He lays the foundation,
even Himself. He chooses the stones. He prepares them for their
place by His Word and Spirit. He brings them together, stone to
stone. He decides the character, dimensions, and use of the building;
and He sees that nothing out of harmony with Himself is admitted
either into the material or to the privileges of the building.
5. Of this Church it is further said that God has purchased it with
His own blood. Paul on taking leave of the Ephesian presbyters
addressed them thus: "Take. heed unto yourselves, and to all the
flock over which the Holy Ghost has made you overseers, to feed the
Church of God which He hath purchased with His own blood" (Acts
xx. 28). We can not wonder that God attaches great value to His
Church when we consider the price which He has paid for it; for you
know, my friends, that we value an article of any kind just in proportion to what it has cost us, or what we should be obliged to pay in
the purchase of it; so God estimates His Church for which He was
content to pay the blood of His own beloved Son. Every member
of His Church is the subject of that purchase: he or she belongs to
Him as His purchased possession; and He is determined and able
to maintain His right over that which is His by the double claim of
creation and purchase, aud it is not likely that man or devil can take
it out of His hand. You may be sure He did not purchase it at such
a cost without a purpose, and a determination that that purpose
should be fulfilled; therefore there can be no such thing on His part
as leaving to others to decide what shall be done with His costly
possession, or defeat in the object which He has proposed to Himself
concerning it.
(To be cont·inued.)
AFFLICTIONS of themselves, though severe schoolmasters, yet can do
us no good, unless God come by His Spirit and teach our hearts inwardly. Let ns therefore pray, that as in the ministry of God's Word,
so also of His works and jndgments, we may be all taught of God. For
it is His Spirit That quickeneth and animateth the outward means,
which otherwise are a dead letter.-D. Dyke.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By

THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

By the death of ~1r. J oseph Martin, J.P., of Littleport, Cambs., the
Society has lost a staunch and generous friend, who was in complete
sympathy with its basis and operations. As an eminent public man,
he will be sorely missed in the Isle of Ely, and the people of God mourn
the loss of a true and gracious Christian, who during his long and
honourable career secured a Free Grace testimony at Littleport, in
the chapel which originated through the labours of William Huntington.
The 70th Anniversary of the Camberwell Home will (D.V.) be held
at the Home on Thursday, June 5th. The Rev. W. Sykes will preach
at 3.30. Tea will be provided at 5 o'clock, tickets one shilling each.
Mr. J ames B. Collins will preside over the evening meeting, and addresses
will be given by the Revs. H. Atherton, O. S. Dolbey, G. Roberts, and
W. Sykes.
On Thursday, June 12th, Mrs. B. H. Berry, of Croydon, will open
the South London Sale of Work, for the Society, at 33, De Crespigny
Park, Denmark Hill, at 3 0' clock. Mrs. J ames J ones, Mrs. McCarthy,
and the Lady Visitors of the Camberwell Home cordially invite the
.attendance of friends.
The Annual Election of pensioners to the Ten Guinea List will be held
at the Cannon Street Hotel on Tuesday, June 3rd, at 2 o'clock, when
thirty will be appointed to the pension, and ten of the oldest raised
without election.
The 106th Annual Meeting was held on May 2nd in the Pillar Hall
of the Cannon Street Hotel. General Sir Robert Biddulph, G.C.B.,
occupied the Chair, most kindly taking the place of Mr. Justice Lush,
who wrote: "I greatly regret that it has become impossible for me
to preside, as I have suddenly to go to the Leeds Assizes. Your
Society is one for which I have always felt very great regard, and I
know how well its business is administered."
Sir Robert Biddulph said that the Society continued to prosper.
He had referred to the beginnings of the Society in 1807. It was
inaugurated by some dozen young people who had the courage, some
would say the hardihood, to form the Society for the purpose of rendering assistance to the aged Christian poor of this country. The first
year's income was only £5 2s. 9d. That did not seem a very excellent
start, yet the founders continued their good work and revealed abundant
faith; but in four years the income was only £100. Nevertheless the
Society continued to grow, though nearly sixty years elapsed before
it ventured to make a higher pension than £5 5s., and to give pensions
of £7 7s. He found they had 972 receiving £7 7s. pensions, whilst
£10 10s. pensions had been adopted for a certain number, and of these
the total was 265. There were now 377 of those who first received the
£5 5s. pension. The Committee desired to increase the subscriptions
so that an enlarged number of those receiving the £5 5s. pension might
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be added to the £7 7s. list. A £5 5s. pension was only 2s. per week,
yet this small sum was of incalculable benefit to the recipients. The
5s. per week pension given by the State to those over 70, he was glad
to state was no bar to the receipt of the Aged Pilgrims' pension. One
of their pensioners was over lOO-and of course was a female (laughter)
-and they had fifty-four pensioners over 90 years of age. The religious
moral benefit accruing from the sympathetic manner in which the
pensions were given was of inestimable advantage. He did not admire
the system nnder which everything was done for the people by the
State, and he believed such a principle was destructive of that personal
sympathy which should exist between all classes. (Cheers.) He did
not like dead-level official beadledom. Their Society was laid on
proper foundations, and in his view that was the explanation of its
prosperity. It was their determination that the Society should be
controlled on the lines laid down by those who founded it one hnndred
and six years ago.
Mr. F. A. Bevan moved a resolution embodying the adoption of the
Report and the re-election of the committee, the resolution" ascribing
praise to Almighty God for His goodness to the Institution for 106
years, and commends it to the prayers and support of His people."
He said that apart from the gift of the pensions incalculable benefit
in the way of religious and sympathetic help had been afforded to the
aged Christian poor, and the Society could testify to the blessing of
our Triune God resting upon it. The Society was specially attractive
to him because it was ·wisely and economically administered. Much
money given for charitable purposes was absolutely wasted. Within
the last three weeks he had received two letters, most piteous communications, represented as having been written by a widow in the
deepest distress, and another from a yonng woman who represented
that her husband had deserted her. He took the letters to the Charity
Organization Society, and both he fonnd had been written by a girl
only seventeen years of age, the stories being false from beginning to
end.
The Rev. W. T. Turpin seconded the resolution, which was supported
by Nu. T. W. H. Inskip, and carried.
The Rev. J. H. Hallett moved the following resolution: "That the
past history of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, its present work by
its life pensions and homes, its adherence to its Scriptural, distinctive
and Protestant basis, and its nndenominational character, give it a
strong claim upon all who desire the welfare of God's aged poor, and
this meeting urges the importance of increasing the annual subscription
list by contribntions of 7s. and upwards."
The Rev. R. Mutimer seconded the resolution, which was
nnanimously passed.
The Rev. W. Sinden moved, and Mr. W. J. E. Chambers seconded, a
resolution cordially thanking the Chairman for presiding.
We hope to give reports of these excellent addresses in a future
number.
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iEbents.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
of the most remarkable events in the history of the world is the
recent request of the Chinese Government that prayer should be
offered by the Christian Communities in China on behalf of the Chinese
Government and Empire. Sunday, April 27th, was ordered to be
set apart as a day of prayer, when services, attended by representatives
of the authorities, were to be held by the ChriBtian Churches. The
request for prayer was worded as follows: "Prayer is requested for
the National Assembly now in session, for the newly established
Government, for the President yet to be elected, for the Constitution
of the Republic, that the Government may be recognized by the
Powers, that peace may reign within our country, that strong virtuous
men may be elected to office, that the Government may be established
upon a strong foundation." This remarkable request was warmly
responded to in England as well as in China.
ONE

The will of the late Mr. J. Pierpont MOl'gan, the American
millionaire, was specially remarkable for its first clause, which reads:
" I commit my soul into the hands of my Saviour, in full confidence
that, having redeemed it and washed it in His most precions blood,
He will present it faultless before my heavenly Father; and I entreat
my children to maintain and defend at all hazard, and at any cost
of personal sacrifice, the blessed doctrine of Complete Atonement
for sin through the Blood of Jesus Christ once offered, and through
that alone."
The May Meetings are still in process of being held as we go to press.
At the meeting of the Protestant Alliance a resolution was passed
rejoicing that there was a prospect of Mr. Michael McCarthy being provided with a seat in Parliament. The Church Association's Annual
gathering was considered to be " the most successful of recent years."
At this latter gathering the following important resolution in reference
to the new scheme of Church finance was carried: " That the scheme of
Church finance put forward by the Archbishops' Committee is unworthy
of support, as the proposal to levy dues by a central board is opposed
to the Scriptnral principle of free-will offering; that it weakens the
power of the laity, as it would subject the funds subscribed by them
for missionary work, education of candidates for ordination, church
building, etc., to the ultimate control of the Episcopacy, acting through
their diocesan board; and that the sympathy of the majority of the
Episcopal Bench with ritualists renders it ceItain that the subscriptions
of the evangelical laity would be diverted either wholly or in part to
the encouragement of ritnalistic churches and societies which are
working for the destruction of the Protestantism of the Church of
England."
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We deeply regret to record that Captain Cobham, who for upwards
of thirty years was the highly-esteemed Chairman of the Church
Association, passed away at 10 a.m., on May 13th. For twenty-five years,
with one exception, he presided at the Church Association's Annual
Meeting, and it was a real sorrow to all friends of the Association that
his serious illness prevented him from presiding on the last occasion.
At the Annual Meeting of the Trinitarian Bible Society, Sir Robert
Anderson, who presided, said: "For long centuries Satan kept the
Bible from the people. Then came the open door of the printing-press,
and Satan's power was thwarted for centuries. To-day, by means just
as efficacious, and infinitely more subtle, Satan is seeking to filch the
Bible from us. In the past it was the professing Church on earth that
was his agent; in the present----{)h, shame that one has to say it i-it is
the Churches of the Reformation that are robbing us of the Bible_"
The Financial Statement of the Church Missionary Society, which
shows a deficit of £28,000, reads as follows: "The total receipts for
the year were £377,500, as compared with £386,000 the year before, a
decrease of £8,500, but this is more than accounted for by the decrease
in legacies, amounting to £15,000. But the £377,500 of receipts
included £8,500 given to wipe- out the deficiency of 1911-12; £15,000
given for auxiliary expenditure not provided for in the estimates; and
the balances under Appropriated Contributions have been increased
by £7,000-balances which will be available for use in future years.
Hence only £347,000 was available to meet the year's ordinary
expenditure of £375,000, and a deficiency results of £28,000. These
figures emphasize the importance of strengthening the General Fund."
The number of adult baptisms during the year in connection with
the C.M.S. was 14,473. Of these, 6000 were connected with the
Uganda Mission.
The Secretary of the Bible Society reported at its Annual Meeting
the large circulation during the year of 7,899,000 copies of the Scriptures
in whole or in part.
The Rev. F. Peacock, M.A., B.D., who has been Vicar of HeIme,
Huddersfield, since 1906, has accepted the Incumbency of Holy Trinity,
Buxton, shortly to be vacated by the Rev. Conrad S. Green. The
following extract from his letter to his parishioners at Helme will show
his attitude towards surpliced choirs and intoned services: "It has
given me great satisfaction in connection with my appointment to
Buxton to sign within the last few days a legal document to the effect
that I will conduct the services there at all times with simplicity, that I
will not discard the use of the academical gown from the pulpit, and
that I will not directly or indirectly introduce an intoned service or
surpliced choir. I question whether I ever signed a document with
greater readiness or pleasure."

