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No. XII.
" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l CORINTHIANS ii. 1, 2.

THE DISTRICT PARISH OF HOLY TRINITY, OLD HILL,
STAFFORDSillRE.
WHY should not the new parish of OLD HILL have a voice for
itself in the Press ~-thought the Pastor. So also said many of
the Parishioners. Well; and it speedily came to pass, and the
little Book, of which 3,000 were at first printed, containing the
VICAR'S New Year's Address, turned out to be the medium for the
narration of the following true incident, simple and unsensational.
The usual weekly vestry meeting for prayer was held on Tuesday,
March 13th (1877). " The blessing of GOD the SPIRIT was desired
on behalf of the forthcoming Sabbath meetings. The custom of
the VICAR and a number of bis praying people thus to wait upon
the promise-keeping JEHOVAH in prospect of the LORD'S day was,
on that occasion, made to bear evident fruit. It is not always the
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case that believing prayer is answered at once and openly. The
LORD is a Sovereign. He acts at His Own pleasure as to the time
when, and the way how, His people's humble petitions shall be
granted. Yet it is certain that not one breath of believing prayer
was ever lost. The HOLY GHOST is the sole AUTHOR of true prayer,
and 'He maketh intercession for the saints'- He puts into the
heart right desires ' according to the will of GOD'-and GOD ' can
not deny Himself.' It is true that the Divine purposes are not
ordered by our prayers. But it is also true that the LORD puts
into His people's minds desires after those very things which He
secretly intends to bring to pass. In proof of this let the reader
carefully consider the following story-every incident of which
may be relied upon.
" While the above prayer meeting was being held at OLD HILL,
and GOD'S dear people were engaged in pleading for a blessing on
their Pastor and his ministry, the wonder-working JEHOVAH was
dealing mysteriously with a young man many miles away, whose
feet He had ordered should on the following Sabbath tread the
courts of OLD HILL Church, and whose conscience should then
quail under the sound of the preached Word. At the very moment
when the Divine mercy-seat was surrounded by the LORD'S remembrancers imploring that the scattered sheep of CHRIST'S flock
might be gathered into the fold of salvation, the hand of the)1:osT
HIGH was guiding an erring soul along the perilous path into
which, as a backslider from the narrow way of obedience, he had
strayed.
" An extensive robbery had been committed at Birmingham in
the establishment of a well-known watch-maker and jeweller.
Amongst the staff employed on the premises was a young man.
He had worked there for three years past and had always borne a
.good character. Indeed, he was a professing Christian, a communicant, a Sabbath School teacher, and a member of the Young Men's
Christian Association.
•, For some time property was missed by the manager of the
firm, but suspicion did not fall on this youth. However, on Monday
morning, the 12th of last March, he suddenly disappeared. A
sovereign which had been placed in a box in the workroom was
taken, and other property also. The police were communicated
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with, and steps were promptly taken to prevent escape from the
.country. No doubt seemed to exist now that the youth in question
had been robbing his masters, and diligent examination of the
stock,in-trade was made in order to discover the amount of loss,
and with a view to tracing the articles stolen.
" The following Sunday (March 18th) found the erring youth at
OLD HILL. Having suddenly left Birmingham, taking with him
a watch and the sovereign before alluded to, he set off by rail into
Gloucestershire where a relation lived whom he much revered. To
this aged Ohristian person he confided the fact of his guilt. This
done he started off to a place in Shropshire, hoping to elude the
police authorities, who, he guessed, would soon be on his track. It
should be mentioned that in order to raise money for his flight he
disposed of the watch which he had stolen. Thus two or three
days passed, and he was still successful in his efforts to defeat the
ends of justice. As the close of the week approached it was laid
on his mind with much force to write to a young person in Birmingham to whom he was deeply attached, and who, he feared, would
be heartbroken on hearing of his crime. He dreaded, however,
that his hiding-place might be discovered if a letter were traced.
The post mark might afford the police a clue. What, then, mus·~
he do 1 He would disguise himself and walk into Birmingham,
steal an interview, and creep out again! It was a desperate
venture. He therefore shaved himself closely and set out on his
perilous walk of twenty-four miles. Strange to say, he passed
through the streets of Birmingham in open day, obtained the
desired meeting, and left the town entirely unnoticed. Thus
brought back, by a forcible impulse, upon the scene of his guilt, it
became a question of the first moment what step must be taken
next. Whither should he now proceed 1 Where could he hide
himself? It was Saturday afternoon. He thought carefully and
anxiously for a while, when it was powerfully laid upon his mind
that he should go to OLD HILL. He parted with his friend without
disclosing his movements. On the evening of that day (March
17th) the unhappy fugitive reached OLD HILL, and sought a bed
in Bank Street. ~
"Sunday morning came with its hallowed associations. The
summons to attend the worship of the MOST HIGH sounded forth
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from the tower of our parish Church. As usual, hundreds of
Sabbath scholars, attended by their kind teachers, wended their
way through the village and took their places With the assembled
congregation. In the midst of that congregation was a young man
~a stranger. But in so large a gathering as every Sabbath attends
on the ministry of GOD'S Holy Word at OLD HILL Church the
stranger was not observed. Some mighty operation of the Divine
purpose had led that youth to come into our midst. Ah! had not
prayer been believingly put up at our meeting on the previous
Tuesday ~ Who can tell how many of our humble petitions,
offered in simple dependence on GOD'S ability to fulfil them, are
abundantly answered, although we never know it? Certain it is
that when prayer was made by the Church for the release of the
Apostle Peter~' prayer without ceasing '~and the LORD heard
and wonderfully answered it by sending an angel to open the
prison doors and to bring out GOD'S servant, those praying Christians did not believe that their intercession had prevailed. When
Rhoda, the damsel, told them that Peter stood at the gate, they
charged her with being mad, and ascribed the knocking at the gate
to an angel! Well, so it was that prayer was heard. Thus, too,
the petitions put up at OLD HILL weekly prayer meeting
were heard, for the steps of the Birmingham thief had been
providentially led into our Church on that LORD'S day morning~
though we knew it not.
"Now, let the reader note well how the heart-searching GOD
dealt with that young man's soul on that Sabbath day.
" Those only who are called to preach the Gospel of the grace of
GOD to large, hungering, thirsting, congregations, know what
searchings of heart the minister often has to experience in selecting
subjects and passages of Holy Scripture on which to spook to his
flock. Often the LORD, the CHIEF SHEPHERD, holds back the portion He intends to give till His under-shepherds are painfully
straitened, emptied, and laid low in spirit, so that they groan before
Him for a token of His will concerning them and the Word He
would have to be spoken. Thus it was in prospect of that very
Sunday's services when the erring young man was led by the
• mighty hand of GOD to hear the Gospel at OLD HILL Church.
The text given out by the Vicar was .one he had got after much
!j;
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waiting upon his Divine MASTER. It was taken from the first
lesson for the morning's service-Exodus iii. 2-' And the angel
of the LORD appeared unto hiin [i.e., Moses] in a flame of fire, out
of the midst of a bush, and he looked, and behold the bush burned
with fire, and the bush was not consumed.' The preacher proceeded to open out the comforting teaching of this wonderful
passage. He remarked how JEHOVAH had foretold Abraham
that his posterity should be ll,fllicted-' Know of a surety that thy
seed shall be a stranger ina land that is not their's, and shall serve
them, and they shall afllict them four hundred years; and
also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge; and afterward they shall come out with great substance.' The set time to
deliver Israel drew nigh. The cries and groans of the affiicted
nation had gone up, and the GOD of Israel had come down to
inquire providentially into the tribulation of His people. He
would give them a great salvation. But that salvation should
be wrought out by Himself. It should not be by any arm of
flesh. No earthly sword should be drawn, nor should armies of
human strength be needed. JEHOVAH would work by chosen
weakness, so that the glory should be all His own. See, then.
An outcast child had been adopted by Pharaoh's daughter. She
called his name Moses (which means drawn out) because he was
drawn out of the water in a little ark of bulrushes, his mother
having hidden the infant from fear of the murderous purpose of
Pharaoh. This child had grown up in the palace, and was now a
learned man of about forty years of age. He was, moreover, a
pious man. And the hardships of his brethren, the Jews, moved
him to seek their deliverance. He went out, therefore, from the
king's palace, and, by faith, preferred to share the troubles of his
own people rather than enjoy the sinful luxuries of the Court, even
with a prospect of one day sitting upon the throne of Egypt. But,
like all GOD'S people, Moses was frail, and liable to err. When,
therefore, he one day found an Egyptian striking one of his Jewish
brethren, the sinful blood of his fallen nature was roused, and the
fearful thought was by Satan put into the mind of GOD'S servant
that he would murder that Egyptian man. 'And he looked this
way and that way '-ah! guilty consci;nce !-' and, when he saw
that there was no man '-he forgot the all-seeing eye of GOD ! -
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, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in' the sand' (verse 12). Then,
what followed? Could GOD use such an instrument for the holy
work of delivering His enslaved people? Would He, could He,
justify this fearful act of blood? Was that backsliding servant of
the LORD in a right frame to enter upon the Divine service, at that
time? But did the LORD cast off that unworthy follower of His?
, The answer to these important questions was to be found in the
dealings of the LORD with Moses during the next 40 years.
Pharaoh heard of the murder. Moses fled. But the GOD of
mercy and f()rgiveness led him. Yes. Moses was led by the
LORD into the desert. Then for 40 years the man of learning and
wisdom, he who had lived a life of luxury in kings' houses, had
day by day to fulfil the duties of a shepherd, far from the society
of man, and with the guilt of murder on his conscience! Yet,
that GOD Who 'giveth no account of His matters' was working
out His own all-wise purposes. He was humbling and preparing
His chosen servant for the great work of leading Israel as a flock
and feeding the Covenant people like a shepherd. No, GOD never
did yet cast off anyone of His people whom He foreknew in love
in CHRIST. Thus it was that at the end of 40 years' hard discipline-for while GOD surely forgives the guilt of His penitent
people's sin for CHRIST'S sake, yet He often severely chastises His
pardoned ones in this life-a marvellous token of the unchanged
grace and purpose of the LORD was granted to the backsliding
Moses. Then was fulfilled that blessed word-' I will heal their
backsliding, I will love them freely: for Mine anger is turned
away from Him' (Hosea xiv. 4). When, at the end of his long
solitary term of chastisement, he had reached the ' back side of the
desert,' the Covenant GOD of Israel appeared unto him in the
fullest exhibition of love and faithfulness! FATHER, SON, and
HOLY GHosT-the tri-une JEHovAH-spake out of a burning bush,
words, saying, 'I will send thee to Pharaoh, that thou mayest
bring forth My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.' Moses
had now learned the painful lesson of his own unworthiness and
weakness for so great and holy a work. Aforetime, he had been
ready to shed blood for his brethren. Now, he shrinks from the
sacred mission! Moses·said, 'Who am I?' But J EHOVAH
would use him, and so He gave him a sufficient promise-' I AM hath
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sent thee!' Thus, then, let the poor backsliding ones present at
Church that day be comforted and encouraged. Let such see how
the LORD deals with them. He did not cut off. He pardoned the
guilt, but He chastised after, nevertheless. And it was while the
pardoned sinner was under such painful discipline that he learne.d
his most lasting lessons.
"In brief, then, the above was the line the preacher took on
that eventful morning. There was one, unknown to him, to whom
the words were personal" pointed, and. piercing. The HOLY GHOST
was making the KING'S arrows sharp in the poor sinner's heart.
"The congregation on the evening of that Sunday was very
large, and power attended the preached Word. The keynote was
sounded when the Vicar gave out the familiar hymnmoves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.
, Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill,
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will.
, Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.'

, GOD
1'

"Only those who have attended the services at OLD HILL Church
know the overwhelming effect of the simple, grand, old-fashioned
melodies, sung there by upwards of a thousand voices, to the
sound and spiritual compositions of Toplady, Cowper, Newton,
Irons, and other such worthies. So impressive does the strain of
sacred music sometimes prove that strangers are constrained to
tears, and strong men are bowed down.
" Amongst the assembled crowd on that Sabbath evening again
appeared the youth of whom I have spoken. The above hymn,
as we shall presently see, made a deep impression on his mind.
But the mysterious dealings of the LORD became still more wonderful to him, when the preacher resumed his subject-the history of
Moses-taking his text from Exodus v. 22, 23, vi. 1-' And Moses
returned unto the LORD, and said, LORD, wherefore hast Thou so
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evil entreated this people ~ Why is it that Thou hast sent me 1
For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Thy Name, he hath done
evil to this people; neither hast Thou delivered Thy people at all.
Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see wha,t I will
do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand shall he let them go,
and with a strong hand shall he drive them out of his
land.' The aim of the discourse was to show how, as Moses
pleaded for Israel to be delivered out of the hand of the king of
Egypt, so CHRIST prevailingly intercedes for His people-how the
LORD faithfully appears for His tried ones when they are' at their
wit's end '-and how it is His concern to put down all the enemies,
troubles, and difficulties of His exercised Israel. Earnestly did
the preacher dwell upon the sweet and blessed portion of such as
have CHRIST for their soul's necessities, notwithstanding all the
outward trials which may be their lot. As the LORD surely
stretched forth His strong hand to bring down the proud power of
Pharaoh, so He would certainly overthrow all the sins, and tne
spiritual and other foes of His now distressed believing children.
"After the sermon a goodly number of humble-hearted ones
drew near to the table of their MASTER to hold in grateful remembrance 'His death and passion,' and to receive His 'creatures
of bread and wine' according to His loving appointment. The
entire service over, the VICAR retired to the vestry.. Mr. Samuel
Mason then informed me that a young man-a stranger-wished
to have an interview. There then entered the vestry a respectably
dressed youth-probably about twenty years of age-who, in a
soft, low voice, said: 'You have spoken much to-day, Sir, about
backsliding. I am a backslider. .What you have said has made
a deep impression on me, and I should like to tell you my trouble.
It is a long story, but perhaps you will allow me to state it all.'
"I remarked that I felt very thankful to my heavenly MASTER
that He had been pleased to speak any word by me to the conscience
of the stranger, and proceeded to dwell briefly on the precious
encouragements held out to the repentant backslider, by the GOD
and FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. It would give me great
pleasure, I added, to hear all his narrative of the way by which
GOD had led him hitherto, and if I could be of use to him under the
Divine blessing, I should indeed rejoice. By an arrangement
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mutually satisfactory it was finally determined that on the morrow
morning my young friend should have an opportunity of stating
his experience.
"We met. I found in a short time that he had been fairly
educated. His story was as follows.
" He had been brought up, not by his parents (his father died
early), but by a Godly grandmother. The prayerful teaching of
this aged person appears to have made some impression upon him.
He spoke in the most affectionate terms of her. But the hour at
length came when he had to go out into the world to earn his bread.
His taste led him tb adopt the trade of a watch-maker. Leaving
his grandmother when he had reached his sixteenth year, he bade
farewell to T-, in Gloucestershire, and sought work in the busy
and populous town of Birmingham. Employment having been
found in the firm of an extensive watch- and 'clock-maker, he
entered upon his duties as a steady, well-conducted, and promising
young workman. Some uncertainty seems to have existed in his
mind as to what place of worship to attend. Led, as alas! too
many of the rising generation are in these sensuous days, by the
outward show of Ritualism, he cast in his lot at one of the unsatisfactory churches of the town, and found himself presently exposed
to the false, sacramental teaching of the place. A curate connected
with the church in question having on one occasion boldly stated
the way of salvation to be -sacramental, his mind, as grounded in
the simple Bible truths which he had received from his Godly
gr~ndmother, revolted, and he left that church.
He then was
providentially brought into contact with the ministry of an Evangelical clergyman of Birmingham, and was led, as he stated, through
deep heart-need to seek and to find the LORD JESUS.
" The subject of our narrative then stated to me that under the
Gospel teaching of his new minister he was led to become a teacher
in the Sunday School connected with the church. He also joined
the Young Men's Christian Association, and took part in various
public efforts made in the name of CHRIST, in Birmingham. A
communicant, and a worker in the vineyard of the LORD JESUS,
he was fully recognized by those who knew him as a true disciple
of CHRIST. But Satan had already desired to have this youth,
and to sift him as wheat. Did ever the work of GOD'S grace in
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the heart of a poor sinner escape the fierce temptations of the
devil 1 Alas! the quiver of the great enemy of soUls is still well
filled with poisoned arrows, and fiery darts. He knows, too,
where the weak joints are to be found in the armour of CHRIST'S
followers.
" The young man had become a total abstainer. He had faithfUlly kept his pledge thus far. His abstemious habits, too, had
led him away from the company of the giddy and the worldly.
So that he knew little of the exciting temptation of the gamblingtable, and the terrible evils to which it rarely fails to lead its
unhappy votaries. Upon this untried spot, then, Satan fixed his
malignant eye. He would aim at the overthrow of this unsuspecting soul by means of an only too generally successfUl temptation.
"It seems that circumstances arose which shifted the lodgings
of my strange acquaintance, and he found himself under another
roof. His new landlord was a man of the world, and one fond of
its follies. On a certain evening, not long after my informant
had taken up his abode in his new quarters, he returned home
and found that his landlord had gathered together a number of
worldly friends to celebrate his birthday. The company was
engaged in playing cards. They invited the youth to join them.
He at first firmly refused, and revolted at the thought. Continued
attempts to get him to alter his mind, followed by jeers and taunts,
at last led him to waver. He then consented to play-one game.
He played, and-won. The devil's plot had succeeded. Success
spurred on the poor erring one and he played again. The excitement was novel, and he threw himself into the temptation. The
first Wrong step taken, the habit of playing cards soon grew upon
him, and a love for the stimUlant of drink trod closely on the heels
of this new excitemen.t. But drink had to be paid for, and frequent
losses at the gambling-table made heavy charges on his slender
wages. The brain was fired, and more fuel had to be found somewhere, either honestly or-otherwise. Honest means soon failed.
Money had to be forthcoming. Whence could it be found 1 How
could it be raised 1
"Meanwhile the Sunday School, and the means of grace on the
LORD'S day, were less and less enjoyed. The backslider was not
so frequently seen in his place at church and amongst the children
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of his Sabbath class. Those who had walked with him as a humble
follower of JESUS missed his company. The clouds of darkness
thickened around his soul. The first wrong steps had been taken,
sin had been trifled with, and now there was pleasure found in
the pursuit of it. He must therefore learn in bitterness of soul
to know that' the way of transgressors is hard.'
"The young man then continued his sad narrative by telling
me that his heavy losses led him to think of raising money by
dishonest means, and that he first began the career of a thief by
taking watches which were privately placed in his hands for repair.
These watches he pawned, fully intending at the time that he
detained them to redeem and return them to their lawful owners.
" Having once strayed from the narrow path, he' found it easy
to go on in the broad way of evil-doing. For several months he
pursued his perilous courses of theft, gaming, and kindred siri.
The conscience seems to have become seared. Like David the
king of Israel who, when he fell, continued upwards of nine months
without conviction, so the unhappy youth was led captive by
the devil until at last, in the merciful providence of GOD, the
headlong race was suddenly stopped. It seems that, as has before
been mentioned, the manager of the firm had missed several
articles. The guilty one felt he must therefore flee the plfl,ce,
although no one suspected him to be capable of the crime of theft.
"My now soul-troubled informant proceeded in his narrative
to tell me that he had, from time to time, abstracted probably
twenty watches, together with money and other valuables. And
what would I, as a minister of the Gospel, in whom he had entire
confidence, advise him to do ~ He earnestly assured me that he
would much rather go to prison and have CHRIST with him in
the deeps, than be at large and as he then was and continue in
the mental misery which, since he had heard the Word, he had
experienced. I asked him to kneel down with me at the footstool
of GOD'S mercy. We knelt together and pleaded that the LORD
would decide for us. I could but entreat for wisdom on my own
behalf, and for grace on his, that we might do that which was right
in GOD'S sight. We rose from our knees. He said he was quite
ready to abide by any consequences, in case the law of the land
took its course. He deserved, he said, all that GOD might be
I
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pleased to visit upon him. He had already cast himself upon the
tender mercies of CHRIST for the pardon of his sin, he was desirous
of meeting those whom he had wronged, to assist in the recovery
of the stolen p:J:operty, and to bear any punishment that might be
inflicted upon him. I pointed out again how Moses, after he had
slain the Egyptian, was sent into the wilderness for forty years,
and yet that the LORD did not cast him off, but at the end of the
time appeared to him in the richest grace in the burning bush.
Discipline might be hard, but it was wise, and right, and profitable.
In all this the poor troubled one· entirely acquiesced. I then
suggested that I should go to Birmingham by the next train, see
his employers, state fully the circumstances, and inform them that
he .was ready to surrender himself into their hands. We then
prayerfully separated, having arranged that he should be at the
Vicarage at eight o'clock the same evening without fail to hear
the result of my interview.
" On reaching Birmingham I soon found that his story was in
every detail strictly truthful. A systematic robbery had been
carried on at the address he gave, and the matter was in the hands
of the police. The manager of the firm (which employed a large
number of hands) spoke of the youth in terms most kind and
sympathizing, and remarked that he had, from his knowledge of
him, expressed his belief -that he would return and confess his
guilt. A consultation was then held by the heads of the establishment, and finally it was decided that the manager should go out to
OLD HILL in the evening and meet the penitent youth at the
Vicarage. Shortly after the appointed hour the VICAR'S study
found the thief and his late employer face to face. The greatest
kindness was shown by the latter both in tone and manner, and
the utmost openness and apparently sincere readiness to account
for all the lost property, were forthcoming from the former. He
was plainly told, however, that he must be lodged in Moor Street
cells for several days whilst the fullest inquiries were being made,
and that the future action of the firm would depend upon the
completeness of his information. To all this he humbly and
promptly bowed. A few parting words were then' spoken to him
by me, and, as a further test of his genuine penitence, he was asked
if he had any objection to my making public use of all he had told
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me, as a warning to others to beware of the beginnings of backsliding. He replied that he was glad that I should use the facts,
in any way, for good. His employer and he then drove off for
Birmingham, and for several months I saw his face no more.
"The newspapers, however, reported that legal proceedings
were taken &gainst him. I waited from time to time on his employers and used my influence in his behalf. The greatest leniency
was shown by the firm in the matter of the prosecution. It was
felt that with so many workmen on the premises, it would be
misunderstood if the crime were passed over without any punishment; the charge, however, was reduced to that of stealing one
watch instead of twenty-two, which in fact he had stolen.. A
summary convi{ltion, too, was obtained, and instead of his being
sent for trial and being doomed to years of penal servitude, the
sentence was one of six months' imprisonment. Thus' goodness
and mercy' followed the unhappy young man, and he was led
away to the borough gaol to eat the fruit of his ways, bitter indeed,
yet less bitter than might easily have been the case had not GOD
overruled ali his erring steps.
" As the period of his six months' imprisonment drew near its
"expiration it was laid much upon my heart to visit the subject of
our memoir. I had been the less disposed to can earlier upon him
in order that I might test with greater satisfaction the effect of
the severe discipline which GOD had· seen well to impose on the
erring youth. Accordingly, on Saturday, t;b.e 25th of August last,
I set out for the Birmingham Borough Gaol. I had previously
called at the detective department in Moor Street to make inquiries
as to my being admitted to see the prisoner at a time other than
that allowed by the rules. Having applied at the outer gatesthose massive, repulsive gates in the walls of the huge buildingI was admitted by the police porter upon producing my card and
giving particulars of my visit. Led across the courtyard, the
ponderous gate behind me being first securely closed, I was ushered
into the main corridor of the prison through another iron door ,
which the turnkey unlocked. In a few minutes I was in the
presence of the Governor in his neatly furnished official room in
the centre of the building. This gentleman received me most
courteously, and showed a sincere interest in the narrative of the
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career of the inmate of the gaol whom I hoped to see. In the
course of our conversation I particularly asked if the conduct of
the young man had been good since his imprisonment. ' Excellent,'
was the prompt reply. 'By which I understand, Sir, that he has
conducted himself to your entire satisfaction ? ' I added. ' Yes,
certainly,' replied the Governor. After our further conversing
upon the past, present, and future of the young man, a bell was
rung, and a turnkey speedily appeared, to receive orders to bring
in the subject of my visit. Great indeed was his astonishment
when upon entering the Governor's room he found me the:re.
Although he looked pale. and more delicate than when we parted
at. the Vicarage gate nearly six months previously, there was a
'calm, peaceful look resting upon his features, which at once struck
me. The prison dress-a grey cloth suit-perhaps added to the
interest of the first glance I got of him, but his replies to my
questions affected me most. He proceeded to say that he had
every reason to thank GOD that he had ever been brought into
that place! He had, he said, fully proved the truth of what he
had observed to me at OLD HILL, namely, that he 'would rather
be in prison and have CHRIST' with him than be at large with the
fearful pressure upon his Inind of the wrong he had done. He,
moreover, remarked upon the subject: 'You will remember,
Sir, what I said to you?' To which I replied, 'Well, I am not
sure' (although I thought I knew to what he referred), when he
quoted his own words given above, and then observed, 'These
last six months have been the happiest in my life!' 'Indeed,'
said I, 'how so ?' 'Because,' he thoughtfully answered, 'I have
had more real communion here with CHRIST than I ever had.'
1 then reminded him of the sermons he heard at OLD HILL Church,
and of how the LORD never casts off His own people, but deals
with them in loving, severe chastisement for their profit, huIniliation,
and edification. The kind Governor listened to the entire conversation, which lasted for ten Ininutes or a quarter of an hour, and from
time to time joined in with weighty and sympathizingrema:rks.
In the course of the interview the young man observed that he
had for some time past resolved to spend his first Sabbath at
OLD HILL after being set free. He was much gratified on hearing
that his case had called forth constant prayer amongst several in

.
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our parish, and especially that two or three little children had
daily pleaded with JESUS for him. In taking my farewell of the
poor prisoner I blessed GOD for so graciously dealing with the so.ul of
one whom Satan had beset with such terrible success. It seemed
like another proof that dust is, and must be, the serpent's meat,
and that CHRIST in all things is able to wrest the victory for
Himself.
" A short time after the expiration of his six months' imprisonment, the young man came over from Birmingham to the Vicarage
at OLD HILL, to have an interview with me. He was looking
rather unwell, but his spirit was bright, and bis heart full of humble
hope for the future. It was a joyous, yet solemn, moment when
the now liberated one knelt down with his friend and the little
children who had daily pleaded for him with the LORD, and returned
thanks for the many and special mercies granted to him in the
prislm. Earnestly too it was asked that a life of usefulness might
now begin, that the painful lessons which the past had taught
might never be forgotten, and that Divine grace might be given
to enable him to walk watchfully and consistently all his days.
In the course of the interview he remarked: 'I have learnt one
lesson since I went to prison, the want of which I now see to have
been the cause of my fall. I have learnt that there is no good
whatever in me, and that I dare not therefore depend on any strength
or resolution of my own.' This observation led to a very interesting
and practical conversation as to his experience while undergoing
the sentence. He laid great stress on the goodness of GOD in
bringing him into contact frequently with a warder who was a
true Christian and with whom he had refreshing communion from
time to time. As, however, my readers may look in these pages
soon to find a narrative of the LORD'S dealings with this young
man while in prison, and otherwise, written by himself, it is not
necessary now to detail these interesting particulars. He was
pleased to know that I had fulfilled my promise to use his sad
history in our little Parish Magazine as a warning to other young
people to beware of trifling with sin, and he gratefully accepted a
copy of each month's number containing 'The Story of the
Birmingham Thief at OLD HILL Church.' The Governor of the
gaol, it appears, acted very kindly on his discharge by assisting
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him_ with a small sum of money. The gracious LORD also opened
up a way whereby he could earn an honourable livelihood immediately upon his obtaining his liberty; and within the past few
days, at another interview, he assur~d me that he was being
prospered in his labours. He continues to show a humble and
chastened disposition, and evinces real gratitude for the Christian
interest which has in this place been shown in his sad case. Let
all who know the value of prayer still remember at the throne of
grace this poor tempted one. Let us all alike walk with a soft
step day by da,y, for is it not written: 'Let him that thinketh
he standeth take heed, lest he fall' 1 Is it not also written: 'If
a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore such
an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou
also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil
the law of Christ'1
"May all who read the story then, of how, step by step!, this
youth was led by Satan from the 'narrow way' into the paths
of sin and of misery, tremble to touch that which GOD has lovingly
forbidden, and flee the very appearance of evil. Then good will
have been brought out of this evil, and the wrath of the great
enemy of souls will be made to praise the GOD of wisdom and power
-for, my readers, the LORD JESUS CHltlST 'is able even to subdue
all things unto Himself.' "
CLIFTON, BRISTOL.
May 15th, 1914.

THE EDITOR.

(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)

, THE'wicked are said to shoot their arrows in secret at the perfect; and
then they say, Who shall see them ~ (Psa.lxiv. 5.) Thus Satan lets fly a
temptation so secretly, that he is hardly suspected in the thing. Sometimes he useth a wife's tongu,e tp do his errand; another while he gets
behind the back of a husband, friend, servant, etc., and is not seen all
the while he is doing his work. Who would have thought to have
found a devil in Peter, tempting his Master, or suspected that Abraham
should be his instrument to betray his beloved wife into the hands of a
sin ~ Yet it was so. Nay, sometimes he is so secret that he borrows
God's bow to shoot his arrows from, and the poor Christian is abused,
thinking it is God chides and is angry, when it is the devil tempt3 him
to.think so, and only counterfeits God's voice.-William Gurnall.
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THE LOVE OF THE FATHER, OF THE SON, AND OF
THE HOLY GHOST.
" The love of God."-RoM. v. 5. "TheloveofChrist."-RoM. viii. 35.
" The love of the Spirit."-RoM. xv. 30.
WE have here a group of passages which speak of the love 'of God
the Father, the love of God the Son, and the love of God the Holy
Ghost. The theme of which they treat is inexhaustible. Its
length can not be measured, its height can not be scaled, its depth
can not be fathomed.
" Who can e'er fathom God's rich love ~
Not all the heavenly hosts above;
The brightest angel ne'er can trace
The end of great Jehovah's grace.
" None can e'er know its vast extent,-;-No, not the most exalted saint:
Its length, its breadth, its depth, its height,
Is far beyond a creature's sight."
Yet God, by His Spirit, gives to His people a measurable sense
of the love of the triune J ehovah, and how precious it is to their
hearts to realize that they are the objects of His love! To know
that He loves us and that He delights in us is a sweet assurance
indeed. We can wellaftord to be rejected by the world, if we have
His smile and :approval. In such circumstances we can esteem
"the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in
Egypt."
Let us now. think first of the love of God the Father. Without any
attempt to exhaust the subject, what may we gather from the
Scriptures on the subject of the Father's love for His people ~
First, it is eternal love. The people of God were "chosen in
Ohristbefore the foundation of the world." The Father thus set
His love upon them before He called. the world into being. Or
ever the foundations of the world were laid, and before the stars
began to shine, the Father loved the people of His choice. Accordingly, the blood by which they were to be redeemed is called "The
blood of the everlasting Covenant"; the life they were to enjoy
22

! '

338

The Gospel Magazine

is called " eternal life, which God; That cannot lie, promised before
the world began"; and the purpose and grace which lay behind
these blessings. were "given us .in Christ Jesus befor-e the world
began" (Heb. xiii. 20; Titus i. 2; 2 Tim. i. 9). Hence, God says
to His people, "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with lovil?-gkindness have I drawn thee." This thought
of God's eternal love for His people does not appear in the popular
theology of the day. But why should God's people be deprived of
the comfort of a truth which is plainly revealed in the inspired
Word l Let those who are God's children and who read these
pages delight in this truth. Let them rejoice in the blessed
assurance that God has had them in His mind from eternal times, and
that the blessings they are enjoying now, and shall enjoy during
the ages of eternity, are the outcome of His eternal love.
" On such love, my soul, still ponder,
Love so great, so rich, so free;
Say, while lost in holy wonder,
Why, 0 Lord, such love to me ~.
HalleluJah!
Grace shall reign eternally! "
Secondly, it is boundless love. Having set His love upon His
people in eternity He proceeded to reveal through the prophetic
Scriptures the purposes of His love, and, at length, in the fulness
of time, He displayed His immeasurable love in the gift of His
well-beloved Son. "God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life." How much is wrapped up in
that little word" so "! Who can measure the extent of that love
which led the Father to give His only begotten Son 1 That Son is
the Well-beloved of the Father. The Father loved Him before the
foundation of the world.. In Him He delighted. He was near to
the Father, and precious to Him. He was" in the bosom of 'the
Father," and yet, His love for His people was so great, so rich, so
immense, so boundless, that "He spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all." That love extends to the whole of
the "great multitude which no man could number." It has
insoribed all their names in the Lamb's book of life; it has laid
all their iniquity on their Divine Surety, and it is being displayed
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in the effectual call, the eterna.l justification, the gracious adoption, .
and the final glorification of all the elect people of God. Well
might the Apostle say, " Behold, what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of' God."
Thirdly, it is undeserved love. He loves the unlovely. He loves
the unworthy. He loves the ungodly. "God commendeth His
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us" (Rom. v. 8). We were born in sin, shapen in iniquity, dead
in trespasses, "fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind:"
We were "by nature the children of wrath." Yet," God
Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved
us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus." Dear readers! Have you experienced this love'~ . Has a
sense of this love been shed abroad in your hearts by the Holy
Ghost ~ .Can you say, "We have known and believed the love
that God hath to us "~ " Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for
our sins" (1 John iv. 10).
Fourthly, it is abiding love. The Father's love to His people is
unchangeable, unalterable, fixed, and abiding. The love of earthly
friends is often fickle and changeful. It is here to-day, and gone
to-morrow. A true friend loveth at all times, but how rare are
real friends! Nothing can quench the Father's love for His
children. "I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord" (Rom. viii. 38, 39).
Let us now think of the love of God the Son.
Here again we can only briefly touch this great subject. How
shall we describe it ?
First, it is self-sacrificing love. "Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." This is what
Jesus did. He gave up His life so as to secure the salvation of
those whom He graciously called His friends. " Ye are My friends,
.
if ye do whatsoever I command you."
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" Which of all our friends, to save us,
Could or would have shed his blood ~
But our Jesus died'to have us
Reconciled in Him to God:
This was boundless love indeed !
Jesus is a Friend in need."
Secondly, it is special lov~.
"Christ loved the Ohurch, and gave Himself for it; that He
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the·
Word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish" (Eph. v. 25-27). Thus the Lord's love
was special and particular. He loved the Church, and to secure her
eternal glorification He gave Himself a sacrifice for her sins. This
special, definite, al)d peculiar love for His Church is set forth as the
pattern of the love which husbands are to manifest towards their
wives. "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved
the Church." We thus see that the whole Church of the living
God, that Church" which He hath purchased with His own blood,"
composed of all believers in all ages and in all countries, was the
object, and is the object, of Christ's special and peculiar love. He
put away her sins by the sacrifice of Himself. He ever lives to
make intercession for her, and lIe will come again to receive her unto
Himself, that where He is, there she may be also. But further,
each member of the Church of God can say, He "loved me and gave
Himself for me." How blessed it is for each child of God to realize
that he is the object of Christ's special love. And" who shall
separate us from the love of Chrjst ~ Shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword 1 . . .
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
That loved us." His love for His people is perpetual. We might
write also of the surpassing character of His love and of its constraining influence. In proportion as a sense of His great love is
felt in our hearts we are constrained. to give ourselves up to His
service, and to live not unto ourselves, but unto Him Who died for
us and rose again. Moreover, all who have felt and experienced
His mighty love are impelled to say, "Unto Him That loved us,
and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us
kings and priests unto God and His Father: to Him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
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Finally, let us briefly think of the love of God the Holy Ghost. He
is at one with the Father in the great scheme of salvation, but His
love is displayed in a way peculiar unto Himself as the great Divine
Agent in applying the benefits of redemption to God's people.
His love may be described as sovereign, regenerating and quickening love.
The Church of England Catechism Scripturally speaks of Him as
" God the Holy Ghost, Who sanctifieth me and all the elect people
of God." He is the Divine Author of the new birth. As" the
Spirit of life" He quickens the dead in sin, so that they are " born
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God." The electing love of God is carried into effect through
the sanctifying operations of the Spirit which issue in "obedience
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." Thus God hath from
the beginning chosen His people unto salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: whereunto He calls them
by the Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Further, the love of the Spirit may be described as comforting,
instructing, strengthening, and fructifying love. He is "another
Comforter" Who abides for ever in the hearts of His people. He
guides them into all truth. He glorifies Christ. He testifies of
Christ. He receives the things of Christ and shows them unto
His people. Thus we are instructed in heavenly things. Our
eyes are opened, and we behold wondrous things in the inspired
Word. By His indwelling power we are strengthened with might,
and are fortified against the world, the flesh, and the devil. By His
gracious fructifying influence the graces of the Spirit are manifested
in the walk and conversation of the saints. Be it ours, then, to
give immortal praise to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost
for the rich, free, eternal, redeeming, and saving love of the triune
Jehovah.
" How truly glorious is the love
Of all the glorious Three,Eternal, boundless, sovereign, pure,
Unchangeable, and free!
" The Father's love sent Jesus down
From His own bright abode;
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The Saviour, in His wondrous love,
His life for ours bestowed.
"Drawn by the Spirit's love, we rise,
And breathe for things above,
More swift than eagles' rapid flight,
To see eternal love.
" We pray, repent, believe, obey,
And joy with those above;
Admire, adore, and shout, and sing
Of everlasting love.
It

j'

J
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Soon may we soar to worlds of lightOn hills of glory shine;
And sing of pure eternal love,
In raptures all Divine! "
THOMAS HOUGHTON.

=======

To trust in God is to cast our burden oJ). the Lord, when it is too
heavy for our own shoulder (Psa. Iv. 22); to dwell It in the secret
place of the Most High," when we know not where to lay our heads
on earth (Psa. xci. 1); to It look to our Maker," and to" have respect
to the Holy One of Israel" (Isa. xvii. 7); to lean on our Beloved
(Song of Solomon viii. 5; Isa. xxxvi. 6); to stay ourselves, when
sinking, on the Lord our God (Isa. xxvi. 3). In a word, trust in God
is that high art or exercise of faith whereby the soul, looking upon
God and casting itself on His goodness, power, promises, faithfulness,
and providence, is lifted up above carnal fears and discouragements ;
abpve perplexing doubts and disquietments; either for the obtaining
and continuance of that which is good, or for the preventing and
removing of that which is evil.-Thomas Lye.
THE natural mind is ever prone to reason, when we ought to believe;
to be at work, when we ought to be quiet; to go our own way, when
we ought steadily to walk on in God's ways, however trying to nature.
And how does it work, when we thus anticipate God by going our own
way ~ We bring, in many instances, guilt on our conscience; but if
not, we certainly weaken faith instead of increasing it; and each
time we work thus a deliverance of our own, we find it more and more
difficult to trust in God, till at last we give way entirely to our natural
fallen reason, and unbelief prevailS. How different if one is enabled
to wait God's own time, and to look alone to Him for help and
deliverance! When at last help comes, after many seasons of prayer
it may be, and after much exercise of faith and patience it may be,
how sweet it is, and what a present recompense does the soul at once
receive for trusting in God, and waiting patiently for His deliverance!
Dear Christian reader, if you have never walked in this path of obedience
before, do so now, and you will then know experimentally the sweet·
ness of the joy which results from it.-The late George Muller.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And having an High Priest over the house of God; let us draw near with
a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.
Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering, (for He
is faithful That promised;) and let us consider one another to
provoke unto love and to good works: not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching."HEBREWS x. 21-25..
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WHAT a beautiful exhortation this, addressed to Hebrew Christians,
yea, to all the elect family of God, who in their living Head are one" Where there is neither Greek .nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all."
" A new and living way" has been consecrated for us " through the
veil, that is to say, His flesh," and Jesus is our" High Priest over the
house of God." It is "this Man" Who" was counted worthy of
more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house
hath more honour than the house." It is " Christ as a Son over His
own house; Whose house are we, if we hold fast the cQnfidence and
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end," Who is seen in the midst
of His Church singing praises, over which Church the :Father rejoices
as He says, "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the
head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that. went
down to the skirts of his garments; as the dew of Hermon, and as. the
dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord
commanded the blessing, even life for evermore." How often, yea,
as often as .one has been privileged to attend a Clifton Conference,
has one heard this precious little Psalm read by the beloved Convenor
at the opening meeting, a suitable reminder in<leed of the Lord's will
concerning His people"-:'that they" dwell together in unity."
And nQw let us by the Holy Spirit's enabling take home the message
of our text to our own hearts, and exhort ourselves and one another
" as we have received Christ Jesus the Lord," to walk worthy, of Him
and in Him.
" Let us," says the Apostle. "Let us draw near." "Let us hold
fast." "Let us consider one another." A lovely scene, where all the
members are as one and in accord! .But alas! how seldom is it
realized. A tiny string unstrung will cause discord instead of harmony.
A tiny seedwill sow strife, one unwary word may" eat as a.canker."
The tongue!
Alas, "how great a matter" it may kindle.
How it behoves us to watch and guard well the door of our mouth,
and ask for grace to preserve our lips from speaking guile, and that we
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may be kept from seeking honour from man, or exalting ourselves at
the expense of others; but that we may walk humbly, do justly, love
mercy, and in honour prefer one another, thus walking" worthy of the
Lord unto all pleasing."
.Think of how, even whilst the Master was with them, the disciples
fell back and began disputing as to who among them should be greatest.
Their patient Teacher, the Holy One of God, had again to teach them
that if they would enter the kingdom of God it must be " as a little
child." And in the early Church, how soon came unholy divisions
How quickly error crept in, and the Apostle had to mourn that some
who" did run well" had been" bewitched." Others had" gone out
from us," in others love had waxed cold; party strife had torn asunder
the bonds of love. Peter had to be withstood to the face by Paulin a
matter of ritual, whilst the beloved" Barnabas was carried away with
their dissimulation." There was so" sharp" a contention between Paul
and Barnabas that "they departed asunder one from the other,"
because neither would yield to the other's judgment.
Oh!- if we could keep low enough, and at Jesus' feet; humble
enough; little in our own eyes, exalted only in Jesus; overlooking
minor differences, and loving the Christ in one another, how happily
we should move, how" great" then "the joy when Christianll meet,
and their fellowship how sweet"; all envy, hatred and malice put
aside; pride and discontent-those enemies to the love both of God
and man-broken up. Our God is the God of all grace; He delighteth
in giving, arid He giveth " more grace."
It is when we think we are humble that we are least humble. We
do not know ourselves, and we are not the best judges. Only One
knows what is in man, and to Him alone must His children look. A
beloved servant of God, a preacher of the everlasting Gospel, remarked
to the writer recently: "I have long since ceased asking the Lord to
keep me humble; I now ask Him to make me humble." "When thou
wast little in thine own sight," the prophet Samuel reminded Saul,
"wast thou not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the Lord
anointed thee king over Israel? "
We would seek to walk in love, in humility, in holy agreement, and
that in all -things Christ may "have the preeminence." " Can
two -walk together, except they be agreed?" asks the prophet Amos,
and when holy agreement is granted God's dear children it is surely
theirs to walk humbly, prayerfully, watchfully, and praisefully, giving
heed to the Divine injunction, "Be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: not
rendering evil for evil."
Thus in walking, even when in fellowship one with another, they
will be very conscious of the need of the cleansing, all-covering blood.
They draw near to the mercy-seat; they feel the privilege of the saints
to " pray one for another"; and the consciousness of indwelling sin
and of the preciousness of the all-oleansing blood of Jesus, will make
them very tender with others of "like passions" with themselves.
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Deliverances from sin and snares, rescues from pitfalls and backsliding
will not puff us up. Grace in lively exercise makes us thankful but
watchful; recovering mercy will preserve us from criticizing or judging
another.
"May the grace Thou hast imparted
In relieving our complaints
Make us kind and tenderhearted
To the feeblest of Thy saints."
Looking within, recognizing our own follies, shortcomings, and
failures will bring forth the question, " Who am I that I should judge
my Master's servant? To his Master he standeth or falleth." And
" this mind" which the Apostle Paul exhorted his Philippian brethren
to have, "which was also in Christ Jesus," was a mind seeking all
humility and a decrease of self, that Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God,
might increase. Growth out of self tends heavenward, upward, into
Christ. Oh! for sweet harmony now, beloved, that in all things God
may be glorified.
What a precious hymn is that we sometimes sing, which
contains the words, " Every knee to Jesus bending, all the mind in
heaven is one." Would we not now, even in this time state; seek to
cultivate that oneness of heart and mind which is so pleasing to Jesus;
that oneness of spirit, that union of love, that walking together in the
very bond of peace, so that Christ may see in us the fruit of true holiness
and be satisfied with the work of His own hands.
"Lamb of God, Thy power make known,
Sweetly draw, and we will run;
Make our love to' Thee and Thine
Like the sun at noonday shine."
I
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The Holy Spirit enforces this "brotherly love" and urges its
continuance in the saints, by example and precept.
" See that ye fall not out by the way," Joseph urged his brethren
as he sent them back laden to their aged father Jacob. And what a
lovely picture of unity we have in the case of Jonathan and David.
" The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan
loved him as his own soul." Again, see the reply of Elisha to the
prophet Elijah " when the Lord would take up Elijah into heaven by
a whirlwind." As the two journeyed together, Elijah urged Elisha
to leave him, but the reply rang out: "As the Lord liveth, and as thy
soul liveth, I will not leave thee." Then look at the aged Paul's
love for his son Timothy, and think of the Apostle John's repeated
exhortations to love: "And this commandment have we from Him,
That he who loveth God love his brother also."
The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews gives us, by the Holy
Spirit's teaching, the reason for the exhortation of our text, namely,
" And so much the more, as ye see the day approaching." The daythe day of days-a glorious sunrise, a morning without clouds, is.to
come. The expectant heirs of this bright, blessed, and glorious hope
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are called" Children of the day," " Children of light," "Children of
the resurrection," and they feelingly acknowledge how much nearer
that day is than when they" first believed." And since it is so, their
hearts consider" what manner of persons" they ought to be " in all
holy conversation and godliness." They desire to " run with patience
the race that is set before" them, looking off all else" unto Jesus."
They long for more Christ-likeness, more heavenly-mindedness, more
dwelling in the secret place of the Most High, more sinking of party
strifes, and to know and love only the Christ in one another. Thus in
love and gentleness and meekness they would " consider one another
to provoke unto love and to good works: not forsaking the assembling"
of themselves" together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as" they" see the day approaching."
Thus they would testify to the blessed hope, and urge one another on
the pilgrim way, telling of the bliss awaiting, of the sure and certain
joy and gladness when time shall be no longer, " teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs"! Oh, beloved,
to begin the Family scene now. "One Family we dwell in Him,"
as we are seen by Jesus now, " complete in Him." There is a beautiful
picture drawn for us by the Apostle Paul under the Holy Spirit's
inditing, in his Epistle to the Ephesians. Addressing Jew and Gentile
alike he says, " Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners,
but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and
are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief corner stone; in Whom all the building
£itly framed together groweth unto _an holy temple in the Lord: in
Whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through
the Spirit."
.
The Household of God. A Family scene! A sweet and sacred union
rich with promises from the faithful Promiser and Performer.
Father: "I ... will be a Father unto you." Mother:" As one whom
his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you." Sons and daughters:
"Ye shall be- My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."
Brother, Sister: "All ye are brethren"; !' Whosoever shall do the
will of God, the same is My brother, and My sister." Babes in grace,
all have their place in the tender Cherishing of the-elders. The Family
Tie: "Heirs together of the grace of life," and bound together" in the
bundle of life with the Lord" their God. There is the Family Altar, the
mercy-seat where the saints' privilege is to " pray one for another."
And all this Household is said to be" fitly framed together," compacted,
joined, sealed. Upon the walls of this Divinely planned and built
house is many a precept. Beloved reader, since we have spiritually
enlightened eyes to read them, may we have hearts to obey and grace
to carry them out in our'daily walk and practice, and thus shall we be
found seeking to " walk worthy of the vocation" wherewith we are
called. "With all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering,
forbearing one another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace," and" looking for that blessed hope, and
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the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ."
The beloved Swain entered much into the holy fellowship of the
saints of God. He it was who wrote : "How sweet, how heavenly is the sight,
When those that love the Lord,
In one another's peace delight,
And so fulfil His word I
"When each can feel his brother's sigh,
And with him bear a part;
When sorrow flows from eye to eye,
And joy from heart to heart.
" When free from envy, scorn, and pride,
Our wishes all above,
Ea.ch can his brother's failings' hide,
And show a brother's love.
"When love in one delightful stream
Through every bosom flows;
When union sweet, and dear esteem,
In every action glows.
"Love is the golden chain which binds
The happy soul above j
And he's an heir of bliss that finds
His bosom glow with love."

R.

>\\

FAITH hath ground of triumph· in the certain efficacy of the blood
of Christ for the expiation of sin: "how much more." The Holy
Ghost here and elsewhere teacheth faith to argue itself into a full assur·
ance. The reasonings which He proposeth and insisteth to this end
are adInirable (Romans viii. 31-39). Many objections will arise
against believers, many difficulties do lie in its way. By them are the
generality of believers left under doubts, fears, and temptations all
their days. One great relief provided in this case is a direction to
argue a minore ad majus. "If the blood of bulls and goats did so
purify the unclean, how much more will the blood of Christ purge our
consciences?" How heavenly, how Divine is that way of arguing to
this end which our blessed Saviour proposeth to us in the parable of the
unjust judge and the widow (Luke xviii. 1-3); and in that other of
the man and his friend that came to seek bread by night (Luke xi. 5-7).
Who can read them, but his soul is surprised into some kind of con·
fidence of being heard in his supplication, if in any measure compliant
with the rule prescribed? And the arguments here managed by the
Apostle leave no room for doubt or objection. Would we be more
diligent in the same way of the exercise of faith, by arguings and
expostulations on Scripture principles, we should be more firm in our
assent to the conclusions which arise from them, and be enabled more
to triumph against the assault of unbelief.-The Ref). Dr. Owen.
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FRONTISPIECE.
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, OLD HILL, DUDLEY
(INTERIOR) .

WE have much pleasure in giving our readers an illustration
,of the INTERIOR of the east end of HOLY TRINITY CHURCH,
OLD HILL .

.$ermonf' anb jl,otef' of ,Sermonf'.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT,
BRISTOL, BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR,
ON LORD'S-DAY EVENING, APRIL 26TH, 1914.

" The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace tor gold: but the Lord
trieth the hearts."-PRov. xvii. 3.
THIS is work which God does not delegate to any other. It is His
own. He only can change the heart and make it right, and upright,
and fruitful in all its actions. The Lord doeth these things. "The
Lord trieth the hearts." He giveth no account of His matters. The
Lord-He alone can give the new heart, and the contrite spirit. The
Lord can make righteousness perfect, and acceptable in His sight.
We none of us can create a new heart. We must let that alone
for ever. The Lord gives the righteous heart and makes plain the
way of those that confe.ss His Name. "The fining pot is for' silver"
-for the making of silver-" and the furnace for gold." It is the
Lord Jehovah Who" trieth the heart." I ask you to turn with me
to certain Scriptures, one in Jeremiah xv. 16: "Thy words were
found, and I did eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy and
rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by Thy Name, 0 Lord God
of hosts." This is a remarkable Scripture. It is the wisdom of the
wise man, which is the gift of God. He confesses he has found God's
words. He has sought for them and he rejoiced in finding them. He
did " eat" them-spiritually. Oh, what a favoured man was this!
" Thy words wer.e found "-they need be sought for, they need be
asked for. The Lord gives the searching heart and He rewards it.
He opens the door of mercy on its behalf. He gives the diligent
.fruit in searching. "Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing
of mine heart." The Lord gives us grace to search, and wait, and
ask, and hope for Him, and when He rewards these and gives the
blessings, how joyful it is, how glad the heart is! The Lord Jesus
gently leads those who cast themselves into His hands.
Will you turn to another Scripture in Isaiah xlviii. 10 ~ "Behold,
I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the
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furnace of affiiction." That is where God finds His people, where
He deals with them in grace, where each in particular learns the
secret of His ways. "I have refined thee, but not for silver"as it is in the margin. It can not be purchased with money. This
discovery of the Lord lleeds grace, and can not be purchased by the
creature. The Lord never, never yet put any of His people on finding
.Him by purchase. One pUrchase has been rendered. They have
been ransomed by Jesus, and it is thus, and only thus, that He shows
us His ways. "I have chosen thee in the furnace of affiiction "that is not the place where self-satisfied sinners are to be found; they
are not to be found in the furnace of affiiction. But the Lord's people
are often in 'extremes, and it is when they are at the end of a matter
that they are sought out, and found, and brought in. Oh, it is so
blessed-this seeking and finding on the Lord's part. "I am found
of them that sought Me not." And the Lord is always found of them
who seek Him diligently, who seek Him graciously, and believingly.
Have you, dear friends, sought Him ~ In your necessities ha.ve you
sought Him and found Him ~ Has He been a Saviour to you and
found you effectually ~ Have you sought Him long ~ Some of us
have been a long time seeking Him. I have been many years seeking
the Lord, and the Lord has been seeking me, shutting me up to Himself.
There is no escaping Him. Oh, happy are the people who are shut
to the Lord, shut up to Jesus, the precious Jesus.
Men may talk about the fining pots, and say good things about
them. Man has his fining-his refining-pots, God has His, and His
relining pot is an effectual vessel. He revealsthe secret of His Covenant
to His people. He shuts them up to the finding of Himself, these
are the people to whom God, Who is the Lord of heaven and earth,
is effectual in revealing Himself. What a blessed thing is this seeking
and finding! Who leadeth, Who teacheth like He does ~ Blessed
are the people who know His loving voice calling upon them to Come
and have, to Seek and find, and to whom He wills to reveal Himself
effectually. Is there a despondent heart here, a heavy-hearted one
who has been long seeking the way ~ He will be found, he is sought
for in the Lord's way. Seek on, wait on, hope on. The Lord is the
God of the seeking, and the finding, and the hoping.
" The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the
Lord-Jehovah-trieth the hearts." He reserves that to Himself·
He puts down one and setteth up another. The Lord trieth the
hearts by keeping them long waiting, and then He discovers Himself
in the end. He never puts away. He never meets with no response,
thebroken-hearted one. He delights to be found by His dear saints.
Hope on, ask on, plead on still. "He hateth putting away." He
stands by the expectation of the righteous, by the hopes of the poor
righteous. He gives wisdom according to His Word.
There is another place I will ask you to turn to, in Zech. xiii. 9 :
" And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them
as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call
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on My Name, and I will hear them; I will say, It is My people; and
they shall say, The Lord is my God." "The third part"~these are
His own people, these are the hidden ones He is purposing to bring
to the light" through the fb;e." Oh, the joy of Jehovah's heart when
He makes that revelation. "I will say, It is My people; and they
shall say, The Lord is my God." This is the beautiful, mutual recognition of the Saviour and the saint. "They shall call on My Name,
and I will hear them." Oh, how encouraged they are to seek! Seek,
and ye' shall find. Ask, and ye shall have. Knock, and it shall be
opened unto you. God says so. God governs that door of entrance
into the kingdom. "I will say, It is My people" who are knocking
at My gates, " and they shall say, The Lord is my God." Oh, they
shall know Him in that day. He is coming, I often tell you. He is
very near, the Lord is at hand. He is hastening the day in His time.
Behold, all things are ready-He says so, and we most humbly believe
it. He shuts us up to this hope, and secures us in this blessed way,
still hoping on, still hoping on. These are amongst the secret things
of the righteous God. These things He has purposed for Himself,
and He is waiting. I can not say much more, dear friends, but I
would say this-Trust in Him, hope in Him, He is gracious-altogether
gracious!
A COMMUNION SERMON BY SAMUEL RUTHERFORD.
PREACHED AT ANWOTH, 1630.

" Awake, 0 sword, against My Shepherd."-ZECH. xiii. 7-9.
As the eunuch, when reading Isa. liii., asked the question, " Of whom
speaketh the prophet this ~ of himself, or of some other man ~ " so
may we of the sufferings of Christ. Ohrist's sufferings were so
admirable that they made Him a world's wonder! As if a man would
say, What a Sight do I see ~ The like whereof I never saw! I see
the Son of GQd, the Lord of Life, all mangled in His hands and feet.
There are three grounds of wonder in our Lord's sufferings. 1.' Look
at His Person. H. Compare Him with others. IH. Look at the rare
way of clearing mercy and justice.
.
1. Look on His Person, and wonder that the Way should be weary;
Strength, faint; Life, die; Bread, hungry; and Water, thirsty. Is
not this a rare matter? A wonder! that the Godhead should be
knit in a personal union with the Man of Sorrows! For God with
His Spirit to bear up a man under sorrow is nothing, compared with
giving His personal subsistence to stand connected with wounds, blood,
curse, and shame! For the Godhead to breathe, live in, and dwell as
one with the person shamed, is truly wonderful! Here God is made a
shame; and the personality of the Godhead still abiding with the
shame and the curse, howbeit neither cursed nor shamed.
, H. Compare Him with others. It was nothing to see Moses subjected to scorning; Zechariah slain, between the porch and the altar;
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and many of the ancient fathers rent in pieces: but for Christ to be
so handled is strange! No wonder though all the world wonder and
cry, 0 G9d, what wonders do we see! The hand that spanned the
heavens, pierced with nails! The feet of Him That treadeth on the
stars, nailed to a tree!
Ill. What man or angel could have dreamed of this rare work, and
strange way to heaven, that justice would have God-Man to suffer?
This was a voluntary work, for God to come down and save men; which
He needed not to do by any necessity of nature. God's own free will
was above, .beyond, and before this set and decreed law of justice.
Out of His free good will, He breathes out goodness, love, mercy, and
tender compassion. What a mystery! The infinite God to suffer
for miserable men!
Then he that counteth little of sin, counteth little of God. The
wilful sinner, who takes sin into his bosom, is cruel to his Maker. If
Christ be your Husband, and you His wife; then sin slew your Husband.
Will the wife love the knife that cut her husband's throat? Ye will
say, The wife loveth not the husband, if she take the man into her
bosom who pursued her husband to the death, and helped to execute
him on the gallows. Should the redeemed of the Lord then love their
lusts, that pursued Christ to the death, and nailed Him to the cross?
Then beware, by going on in sin, of saying Amen to the shedding of
Christ's blood.
Love, and learn to look at, Christ in His suffering for His people.,
Oh, the love of God, it passeth all knowledge! "For if, when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be sa.ved by His life" (Romans v.TO).
Christ laid the ground-stone, and foundation of His love very deep;
even down upon the earth, the grave, shame, the curse, hell, and the
wrath of God. Yea, in His love, He maketh all His elect children
kings and princes to God, and they shall reign with Him forever and
ever.
Look to Christ's office, as dying Christ. Our Lord would never say
Amen to our forwardness, nor run away and leave us, nor yet would
He say Amen to the curse of the law. The law cried, Death upon all
sinners; Christ, as Mediator (to speak so) said, God forbid, My Father!
I would rather give My heart's blood ere it were so. How went the
matter then? Thus; aye the unkinder the world was to Christ, He
was aye the kinder to it; they abused Him, He kissed and embraced
them in His arms. Christ, as Mediator, came and bowed down to go
into the house of clay that He had borrowed from the Jews (to speak
so), but they met Him in the door, fell upon Him and abused Him, and
bruised both His hands and His feet.
"He came unto His own, and His own received Him not" (John
i. 11). The house of Israel crucified Him; the daughters of Jerusalem
stirred Him up before He pleased. The rulers and teachers of,the
kirk, and professors, are the traitors who sell Christ, even the men
who pretend friendship with Him. It, is a shame to beguile and be
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false to any friend, far less should we be false to Christ. Art thou a
professor and in the kirk ~ Be true to Christ and stand to His cause.
" Awake, 0 sword, against My Shepherd." -As if the sword had ears,
and were asleep, the Lord speaks to it. "If I bring a sword upon that
land, and say, Sword, go through the land; so that I cut off man and
beast from it" (Ezek. xiv. 17). He is speaking to the sword as if it
were a messenger who had ears, whom He sends on an errand. We
should be afraid to anger the Lord Who hath so many on His side.
Providence and justice have many friends, and mercy has many
servants. If God say, Sword, go to Germany, go through Scotland,
it dare not sit His call [fail to do His bidding]": God's providence
has a secret impulse upon all the creatures. If God say, Arise, pestilence, and set on them; Awake, devils; Come hither, graven images,
and set on Scotland; Come hither, whore of Rome, smite Scotland
and make it a den of dragons, they must obey. He bids the sword
awake against His Son, and Shepherd, Christ, because, by the
determinate counsel of God, He was to be slain.
And there be two sweet reasons why He awaketh the sword against
'Christ. 1. Because the sword behoved to sleep a while, till Christ's
twelve hours of the day Was over. Says He, Luke xiii. 32: "I do
cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected."
So long as Christ hath the world to teach with the Gospel, and any
seed to sow, any soul to convert, as long the sword slept; for His
Father gave Him 11 time to suit [woo] His wife, and oh, but our Lord
bestirred Histinie, and hastened before the sword awaked against Him.
2. The sword behoved to sleep till the term-day came; and then the
sword awaked, for God would not want payment an hour beyond the
.time, and that was a black and dreary hour to Christ. He got not two
summons, with oontinuation of days, but He behoved to keep the first
,day, and answer the first summons. Therefore, when He was to
answer peremptorily to the justiceof God, and (as it were) an hour of
awakening to the sword (for God would not let the dict pass the day,
not renew Christ's bond), He said," Now is My soul troubled; and
what shall I say ~ Father, save Me from this hour" (John xii. 27).
So Christ desired it not; but for the love He had to us He was glad
of the day, and willing to pay the debt, and had the sum ready; "For
their sakes I sanctify Myself " (John xvii. 19). He made His soul and
body for the fire, to be burnt as a sacrifice for man upon the altar of
the oross.
Hence, we are taught to use our time well, our twelve hours of time
here, as Christ did. At the hour of death, at the hour of call, He had
nothing to do; so let us be ready against our hour, that so death and
judgment awake us not. It is an unmeet time to sleep then, while the
Judge is before the door; and when we hear the voice of the Lord's
feet coming in wrath against the land, it is not time for us to lay down
·our head, and say, " Soul, take thine ease." And yet it is often seen,
when God is crying to the sword to awake against a land, it is midnight
with men therein; then they are sleeping; and it is the fearfulest
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death of all to die in a sleep, and unprepared; to be slain in that state
and leap into eternity in a night dream, when" we know not where
we are going.
"
"
" Awake . .. sword . .. smite."-Spare that Man by no means;
Justice, spare Him not; Curse of the law, spare Him not; Men and
devils, take your will of Him. To hear God say this of Christ was a
world's wonder! 0 sun, hide thyself, hide thy face! 0 heavens, put
on a mask of darkness! 0 angels, go down and dry the sweat off
Him! 0 earth, tremble! 0 graves, open! 0 rocks, rend! Fools
mock and laugh at sin, but Christ wept when He satisfied for it.
" Awake . .. against My fellow."-Christ Who is equal with the
Father, " the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature"
(Col. i. 15), the" express image" of His Person; is the Man Who stands
with God ever ready to do His work, and to run for us where ever the
IJord bids Him. H"ence learn, that Christ in nature is even the brightness of God's glory, " the express image of His Person" (Heb. i. 3).
We see the printing-iron leaves behind it every way, the print of itself ;
so the Lord from eternity brought forth another like Himself, the
Second Person of the Trinity, stamped with that same glorious Godhead,
with all the essential properties that are in the Father. As the Father
has life, so the Son has life in Himself. As all men honour the Father,
so should they honour the Son. The brightness of God's glory is a
great word, a rare and great mystery. The glancing brightness [bright
shining] coming from the sun, is not another sun; nor is the glancing
brightness of a precious stone, another stone. And so 'it is here with
Him. Because, all that is in God is God, and there is nothing in Him
but what is in His nature; therefore the riches and beams of infinite
glory, and that substantial glancing glory, and beauty in God, is God, .
and the very nature of God, and the same God with the Father. Only
this. substantial glancing of God's glory, has subsistence in itself, to
make it a Person distinct from the Father; and, therefore, Christ is
God, and co-equal with God in all things, carrying the substantial
stamp and character of the Godhead. Now, this glorious image, being
the Lord's delight from all eternity, He would not enjoy His alone
[Himself solitary], but put a copy of the Godhead, as it were in print,
on the flesh and blood of man, when the Word was made flesh, that
we might take this Fellow and Companion of God, to be our Fellow and
Companion. See, then, the dignity of the elect in Christ, that God
and they are made one! are made one in such a manner that He has
(so to speak) parted His own Son betwixt Himself and them. Take
Him, take Him then, with God's blessing. God gave you Him with
good will, take ye Him with heart and good will then.
"Smite the Shepherd:" -Smite Christ, and the Apostles shall be
offended, run away and leave Him. Here is a command to the sword
to set on Christ, God's Fellow and the Chief Shepherd. Even Christ
is arraigned before the Judge, for the sins of men. Wherefore should
this have been ~ We would have been stricken and condemned for
ever, had not the Lord stricken and condemned His own Son. Here
23
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we have God taking the sacrifice of His own Son, and letting us go.
Re knew that His Son would bear the strokes best. What reason had
Christ to be stricken ~ He came but under the debt; might He not
have gone free ~ No, no, as He came under the debt, He behoved
to pay. Justice would not let Him away; but smote Him so, that
indeed it struck the Lord's soul from His body. You that live in sin, .
are ye not afraid when the God of glory got such a stroke ~ We make
but sport of it, but God's sword goes through flesh and bones, soul and
body. Beware of a stroke of it out of Justice's hand; for if ye get it
ye will never do well again: ye will be like Moab, a broken and earthen
vessel, and shall curse the day wherein ·ye were born (Jer. xx. 15).
" He hath hedged me about, that I cannot get out: He hath made
my chain heavy" (Lam. iii. 7).
" And the sheep shall be scattered."-That is, The disciples shall flee
away for fear, and shall start and fall at Christ's sufferings; because
they were thinking He should be an earthly king, and make them great
men in the world. But they were all mistaken: for He came to get
strokes, and not an earthly kingdom.
True faith is an herb that grows best in winter weather. When the
disciples in the ill day forsake Christ, ye need not marvel to see many
blown .away with temptations. So long as Christ has fair weather,
and feeds the multitudes with loaves, they seek him and would make
Him their king (John 'Vi. 15). But when the court changes, and it
grows black in the west, and there comes winter weather; oh! then,
what do they ~ They all turn back and flee. Aye,. Christ in a day
of trial is like (if we may use the comparison) an old waste dove-house;
the doves flee away, and there is nothing there but old nests. It is
just so when Christ has aught to do; many of His friends prove weak,
and get a backset; and many fall and deny Him. "Will ye also go
away ~ " said He to the Twelve. Many many Christ, as some men do
rich women, who marry their riches but not themselves; and when
they have gotten their riches, their affections are elsewhere, and the
women are lightly esteemed. So has it often been. When Christ's
cause came in question, the rulers of this land suffered Christ and His
cause to be wronged, and many of them took a back-side : but He
has been a moth in many of their purses, and they are worm-eaten. for
it. When our Lord's temple was measured, they suffered lowns and
knaves to take acres of His land from Him, and so Christ got not all
His bounds: and they see but little who see not, that for this, or since
that time, God has taken broad lands from them, and even now is doing
it: for they had put lordships in their purses.
" And I will turn Mine hand upon the little ones."-Christ kept the
faith of the little ones, when they were in Satan's sieve, and prayed to
the Father that their faith should not fail. The turnillg of Christ's
hand upon them, was much as " though He had given them a backstroke, yet He would lend them a lift for it again." He had scattered,
but He would gather them again, forsake them, but He would return
to them again. I think I recollect a story of one who had gone to see

~,

r'"

I.

~;;",':'

. .",,,

t....

'",

I •. 5,

I.,"

,"',

.~\

The Gospel Magazine

!
I:
,\

I;

III

,

~I

,.··~":ij'C-

'\~ ¥'~,._'~

., ..""

355

a dear friend, whom he found fighting with an enemy, andJike tOi!be
overcome: upon which he fell to and helped him,. and took the enemy
off his hand. Christ saw the disciples like to be overcome and masteted
with the temptation. He saw that if He helped not, they would:be
shot through; therefore He came in as a third man and helped them.
Whence ye may see the privilege of the children of God, under a trouble
or heavy sin; God helps them; so they fight not alone. If ye be God's,
in all your fights Christ is a third man with you.
God gives to His scattered little ones a sanctified nature. In opposi-.
tion to sin, the renewed part cries aye out as a friend to Christ, " I
vote not for that, that's against Christ, that's against me; I will never
say Amen to that. I take instruments in God's name; I hate that,
.and all other sins." Christ has an advocate in ·thy soul to plead for
Him.
There is this in God',s children, after they seem to have taken their
leave of Christ, they look eagerly after Him. And it is a look over
their shoulders, with a " Woe's me! Oh, to be back at Him again! "
So the disciples, after they had fled, came the third day to the grave
to seek their Lord again. Then learn, under temptations, to keep Christ
on your side, and not to take on the work without help, lest when you
are wrestling against temptations, ye be left to play the coward.
" Two parts shall be cut 00 and die,. but the third part shall be left
therein."-For the slaying of Christ, and the contempt of the Gospel, the
land shall be divided. Learn, Scotland (for I may not stay to amplify
the doctrine), learn to make much use of Christ. Are ye not more
obliged to. God than His beloved people the Jews were, the Lord's
first bride, the wife of His youth ~ The sorest stroke that ever a
land gets, is a stroke for rejecting Christ and the Gospel. The third
part shall be left therein. Two parts are cut off. Take them out of
My sight. J er. xv. 2: "Such as are for death, to death; and such as
are for the sword, to the sword; and such as are for the famine, to the
famine; and such as are for the captivity, to the captivity." Jer.
ix. 13-15: "Because they have forsaken My law . . . and have walked
after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim . . . Behold,
I will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them
water of gall to drink." For oppression, see Amos viii. 7. And for
vanity, see Isa. iii. When the workers of iniquity are taken out of this
life, it is said to be a cutting off; but it is not said so of the Godly.
Isa. lvii. 1: "Merciful men are taken away." God taketh away
merciful men in His arms as children; but He cuts the wicked off
like the trees of the field, and pulls them up by the roots. "They shall
drive out Ashdod at the noon day," as so many cattle out of the corn,
" and Ekron shall be rooted up " (Zeph. ii. 4).
But how gets Christ His" third part "~ He must fight for them;
and kindle a fire, and cast them into it, before He get them. , He draws
the sword, kindles a fire, and casts them into the furnace, and courts
His wife there. Now Christ is like no other captain: many captains
get towns without stroke of sword, which surrender willingly to them;
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but Ohrist never took in a town, nor got a people, but by a strong hand.
He is like a captain who gets his living by his sword. The rod; the sword,
the fire, and pulling, drawing, and storming the conscience, are used, and
yet they stand out (see Hosea vi. 4-7). God has a Ohurch here, but
He can not get His third part separated from the rest, but by stroke
of sword. And ere our Lord get His third part in this land, to be as
He would have them, it will cost Him to plead the quarrel of the
Oovenant with fire and sword. I have chosen thee in the fire, I have
set My love upon thee; and ere I could have thee, thou wast cast
into the furnace. He will refine thee as silver. Though the house
should be burnt, God will have a care of the silver and the jewels, the
Godly, whom He gathers into His treasury.
He casts away the dross, the tin, and the brass, and will put none of
it in His treasury. Whether it be gilded or washen brass, and put in
a bag beside gold, God will see what is but copper. Gold is gold now.
Go therefore, each man, and see what metal ye are of, for God is
kindling a fire in this land to try us; and when God's trial is come, we
will see who burneth, and who glanceth [shines bright] in the fire
(Ezek. xxii. 18). Many will appear like gold, and yet in reality are
but watered copper: they look like gold, they glitter and are yellow
coloured, but when they are cast into the fire, the watering will go 6ff,
and there comes out nothing but dross. Ye make a wide profession,
yet act not like J oseph, who said, "How then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God 1" Fill up your chair, and fill up
your coat; fill it up; the trial is near! God has taken up His balance
to weigh you. Look what you want, and run to Ohrist's golden mine
and get it. See that ye be in Ohrist, and when Ohrist and you are put
in the balance together, you and He will be good weight. His righteousness will be weighed with you, and it is no clipped metal.
" They shall call on My name, and I will hear them."-See then,
that this is the way to get relief from troubles and temptations, when
ye are trysted with them. Oall on God by prayer, and ye shall obtain
mercy. Thus the fire at last brings out mercy: and prayer in the fire
is one of those sweet smells that God's spices cast forth. In the fire,
the smoke of prayer, sighing and groaning that comes forth, goes up
to heaven. See then what comes of trouble. It looks not unlike that,
Rom. v. 3-5: "Knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and
patience, experience; and experience, hope; and hope maketh not
ashamed." We would not have so many errands to the Lord, if we
wanted trouble. An afflicted Ohurch is a praying Ohurch, and we
need not be afraid of a praying Ohurch, if we could attain to this.
H ye ask, why the Lord tries His children so hard 1 Answer. Because
they are slack in prayer. God gets not that worship of prayer that is
due to Him by fair means: He useth law against us, and what mercy
they shall have, says He, they shall have the sense of My favour.
" I will say, It is My people .. and they shall say, The Lord is my God."There is (if we may so speak) a shaking of hands on both sides. There
God claims kindness to His people, and they claim kindness to Him;
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He loveth them, and they love Him. Kindness between God and
His people stands never on one side, it is on both sides. However,
God must begin. Love is not an herb that grows with the root uppermost, and the top down: it grows not up, but comes down from God,
and the beams of it spring up to Him again. See this meeting, Song
of Solomon i. 4. The Church says, Draw me. She speaks to Christ
to draw her; then says Christ, chapter ii. 10: "Rise up, My love,
My fair one, and come away." He seeks her, and she seeks Him.
She says, "Tell me, 0 Thou Whom my soul loveth, where Thou
feedest" (chapter i. 7). I will be where Thou dwellest, I will be where
Thou art. Christ seeks you in the sacrament, seek ye Him again, and
though the devil should say the contrary, there shall be a meeting. She
says, chapter iii. 3: "Saw ye Him Whom my soul loveth ~" He
says, chapter iv. 8: "Come with Me from Lebanon." He calls her.
She says, chapter i. 4: "We will remember Thy love more than wine."
He says, chapter iv. 10: "How much better is thy love than wine."
He calls her, " His love and fair one" (chapter ii. 10). She calls Him,
chapter v. 10: "White and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand."
Let His love get a meeting; He fought through death and hell to find
you; seek ye Him through all troubles. He bought you dear; say
ye, Oh, that I could buy Him, and give all that I have or could do for
Him. There is not any blessed marriage otherwise. Love ye not
Christ dearly ~ Would ye not suffer and die for Him, as He suffered
and died for you ~ It is not marriage-love if it is not so; it is but
feigned love. May the Lord J ehovah persuade you to flee into lovely
Christ Jesus, the glorious Prince of renown, and to Him be praise for
ever and ever. Amen.
WHAT MANNER OF LOVE.
BEHOI.,D, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God," wrote St. John in one of
his Epistles-those sweet mellow Epistles which breathe the gentle
faithful spirit of the aged beloved Apostle who on the' threshold of
Home-ripe and rich experience behind him, the light of glory dawning
before him--could write of heavenly things with. clearer vision.
" Behold "-see-" what manner of love," what kind of love, what
degree of love, what display of love, what depth of love, what intimacy
of love, " the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God." I think " the disciple whom Jesus loved" had
become so much accustomed to his dear Master's voice and expressions
when on earth that in drinking of this same spirit he habitually spoke
of " the Father." How full the conversation of Jesus was of ",the·
Father" and "My Father." His whole soul was absorbed in His
Father's will and pleasure and purpose. Thus the disciple who
leaned on His bosom was specially possessed with the knowledge
and love of the Father. And what manner of love indeed it was,
that we should be called the sons of God. His beloved Son in Whom
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He was always well pleased purchased this privilege. So dearly He
loved the tre~sures He bought with His own blood that nothing short
of calling them brothers-brothers and sisters-would satisfy. He
was " the First-born among many brethren." And the Father, ever
of one mind with His eternal Divine well-beloved Son, associated
Himself with Him in also declaring them sons of God. " Sons of God"
is a very exalted title. "Ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith
the Lord Almighty," says another Scripture. My Christian reader,
well might earth and heaven sing in wonder, love, and praise when
this glorious title was conferred upon blood-bought believers, ransomed
sinners, redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, Who thereby is
" bringing many sons unto glory."
There is another thought that has impressed me concerning His
manner of love, and that is His eternal purpose. It is not an impulse,
an idea suddenly conceived and passing as quickly as it came. No,
it was an eternal purpose, purposed before the world began. It was
an eternal purpose" which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord."
Ah! dear reader, Himself again. All of salvation begins, centres,
and ends in Christ Jesus. The Father loved Him, and the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit have ever co-operated and planned in unison
the perfect redemption of the believer. In another passage, Eph. i.
9, 10, we read of "His good pleasure which He hath purposed in
Himself: that in the dispensation of the fulness of times He might
gather together in one all things in Christ." All in Him, this glorious
"Brother born for adversity," Who saw us in our low estate, and
seeing, pitied and loved and saved. We find in the next verse, verse 11,
that we were" predestinated according to the purpose of Him Who
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will: that we should
be to the praise of His glory, Who first trusted in Christ." ,In Ohrist.
Notice, dear reader, again, the sweet personal note. Predestinatedchosen beforehand-planned for ever, ere time began. What a
glorious thought! What a stay to the heart of the believer, "hid
with Christ in God." The eternal purpose of God ever linked with
His dear Son. Remember that always. Not for our sakes only did
He this, but for His sake He did it, for us who are in Him. He knows
us in Him only. He views us in Him altogether. He knows us not
apart from Him.
My Christian reader, what manner of love is this-so precious to
the Father as identified in and with His Son. Thus salvation is as
secure as the everlasting life of the Sinbearer, the Substitute, the
Redeemer-Kinsman Himself. For if we live in H4m, it is life eternal.
See thy firm standing, thine unassailable position, placed in Him.
" Behold, what manner of love" is this!
The venerable Apostle continued his most remarkably encouraging
declaration by emphasizing it still further. "Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be." We are
already, by virtue of the Son of God, " sons of God." St. John had
preceded this remark with, "Therefore," that is, because, for this
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reason. "Therefore"-because we are called the sons of God-" the
world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not." Is it not sweet
to be thus joined with Him? Not known because He was not known!
We do not appear like the sons of God now, but the devil knows that
we are, and plays upon it. The prince of this world will not recognize
us any more than he recognized the Master, except to tempt Him and
to incite all manner of shame and contempt for Him. So the unsuspecting world led by him knows us not, understands us not,
sympathizes not with us, sees not with us, loves not with us, hates
not with us, suffers not with us, rejoices not with us. "The world
knoweth us not, because it knew Him not." Blessed to be thus so
linked with Him! We do not desire to be known and caressed by
the prince of this world, the enemy of our souls and the enemy of
Christ. Our satisfaction is that we are separated from him, separated
unto God. Blessed to be unrecognized here, but a son up thereclosest relationship with the Father. Do not be discouraged, dear
child of God, because thou walkest alone. One walketh with thee
always---,the Son of God, thy Brother, Who loved thee from time
immemorial and will love thee to the end. Thou art a son or daughter
even now-here-and ere long will be manifested. ., It doth not yet
appear what we shall be, but "-oh! what blessings follow the c. buts"
of the Bible-" but we know" -not merely hope or anticipate; we
know, we are fully assured, " that when He shall appear"-and that
appearing is very near now-" we shall be like Him "-110 being like
Him we shall be accepted and acceptable; "for we shall see Him as
He is." Now we are like infants, so to speak, unable to see clearly
or walk steadily or talk distinctly. He is, moreover, veiled to us,
but when we see Him as He is, we shall be like Him, and shall be
manifested to all as sons of God. Then He shall"To wondering worlds display
That He and we are one,"
Shall we not, whilst in the world but not of it, look above all the flimsy
things and poor fleeting pleasures of a passing world, heeding not
its smiles or its frowns, look up in the power of the Holy Spirit to
Him Who h,ath bestowed such manner of love upon' us, and look
forward to the rapidly approaching day when He shall appear. May
we be enabled-for we can not do it of ourselves-to glorify God
in our lives now, for we are the sons of God and would fain proclaim
His goodness to all around and in distant lands. And then at His
glorious appearing we shall be caught up to Him and be ever with Him
in the land of undying unchanging love where we shall-

" never, never srn,
.
But from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
" Sons of God" ! " What manner of iove "! What weight of glory!
. NETTlE.
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PRECIOUS REDEMPTION.
" The precious things of heaven."-DEuT. xxxiii. 13.

How many wonderful thoughts does the word "precious" suggest.
What He has done for us-redeemed us with His precious ,blood
(1 Peter i. 19). What He is to us-precious, if we believe. What we
are to Him-" precious in His sight." What we are redeemed from" the curse of the law" (Gal. iii. 13). What we are redeemed forpossession; Isa .. xliii. 1 : " I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by
thy name; thou art Mine." He knows His pwn redeemed ones,
individually and by name, and He says about each One, " Thou art
Mine." Redemption implies possession. What we redeem, we claim;
it belongs to us by right of purchase. Therefore we belong to the Lord;
we are not our own, we are bought with a price, the " price" of a
Saviour's" precious blood." We belong to Him body, soul, and spirit;
and as His own possession, He values us-" Thou art Mine." And
the believer responds in full assurance of faith, " My Beloved is mine
andI am His." His Spirit causes us to realize His possession of us as
a precious, blessed fact. And we were precious to Him before time.
" Since thou wast precious in My sight . . . I have loved thee" (Isa.
xliii. 4). Long before we knew anything about it, long before we were
born, even before the foundation of the world, we were precious to Him.
Then, too, the trial of our faith is precious (1 Pet. i. 7). Our progress
is precious in His sight. How watchfully, carefully, and lovingly the
earthly parent trains, chastens, tries his beloved son or daughter.
How much more so our God. Nothing happens haphazard or
accidentally in the" trial" of our faith, however fiery the trial may be.
" Thou hast considered my trouble "-looked at it beforehand from
every point of view, and meted it out in infinite wisdom with infinite
compassion and carefulness. What a stay for our faith in the midst
of the fiery trial. Our God is with us all the time, watching us, and the
fire, and the result; never permitting the heat to become too intense,
and never permitting the gold to remain in the fire one moment longer
than is necessary. He knows our need of trial, and therefore sends it.
But He knows our human weakness and shrinking, and therefore
modifies it. "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common, or moderate, to man" (1 Cor. x. 13, margin). The Lord is
far too faithful to forsake the work of His own hands, or to allow us
"tobe tempted above measure." He" knoweth how to deliver the
godly out of temptation," and He will assuredly do it.
Again: " Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints"
(Psa. cxvi. 15). Even as He watches the work of the fire on us, so He
is equally near to us at the last trial, when death is waiting for us. He
will not fail us then. The precious love that redeemed us will still
keep us and will carry us as safely through the waters of death as
through the trial of faith. Aye! truly His own are very precious to
Him, befor.e time and to all eternity.
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Another truth gives unspeakable comfort to the Christian parent
and the Christian worker. "The redemption of their soul is precious"
(Psa. xlix. 8). Ah! dear fellow-Christian, that child for whom you
are praying, the relative, the friend, the dear one; Christian minister,
your congregation; Christian missionary, the heathen among whom
you work, the redemption of each soul for whom Christ died is
" precious," so " precious" that it can not be lost. Oh no! He said,
" It is finished." Think you after that cry and all that lay behind it,
it were possible for even one elect soul to fail to be brought in 1 Then
too, with regard to the" dead in trespasses and sins" for whom we are
praying and wrestling, and with whom we are pleading, it helps us
greatly to remember that their new birth does not depend upon their
faith.
Faith is the outllome of life, it does not produce it. But the life
implanted produces faith. A dead soul can not exercise faith any
more than a dead body can walk. Both acts are impossible. In the
Gospels we have the record of three occasions when the Lord Jesus
Christ called the physically dead back to life. In the case of the child,
He touched her (Luke viii. 54). In the case of the young man, He
touched the bier (Luke vii. 14). And in the case of Lazarus, He
touched nothing-He commanded others to do all that was necessary.
Butin each case, whether He touched the body, the bier, or nothing, the
life came from Him, not from the faith of the dead one. Just so with
the spiritually dead. The working must be from without-the Spirit's
touch bestowing life. It can not be from within-human nature can
never move first to receive it. So be not discouraged. When He sees
fit the Holy Spirit will quicken the dead heart, and" My people shall
be willing in the day of My power."
Look once more how the word" precious" is applied to Christ in
1 Peter ii. 4-6. He is " chosen of God, and precious," " a chief corner
stone, elect, precious." And in verse 7, "Unto y~lU therefore. which
believe, He is precious." Very, very" precious" to the Father is His
Son, and very " precious" is He to His people, how precious none of
us will ever be able to express this side the grave. Precious, unspeakably precious is His love to us, precious His help, precious His strength,
precious Hi!;! comfort, precious His felt presence, and precious the hope
of His coming again. And above all, wonderfully precious is His
everlasting redemption. All connected with Him is precious to His
loved ones. And Himself, with all His preciousness, is with us in life,
will be with us in death if we pass through it, and will continue with
us through all eternity. May the Holy Spirit make Him increasingly
precious to us as we press on from this life to the next. And maywe
each in our measure, as the Lord gives us opportunity, tell others of
His preciousness; till all His redeemed are one great complete family
above, realizing as never before, "Unto you therefore which believe,
He is precious."
Brixton.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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THE PREACHED WORD.

WHAT an inestimable 'privilege it is to hear the Word preached
according to the oracles of God; So the writer found it on the evening
of May 7th, at the Tabernacle, Hastings, under the ministerial testimony
of Mr. Tobitt, the Pastor. The preacher was helped to keep very
close to his text, the last clause of Isaiah li. 6, and" opened and
alleged" therefrom the Word of the truth of the everlasting Gospel
in an edifying way. It was -indeed a choice sermon, and the whole
service a time of true worship. The incident led to some thoughts
on what the great Apostle of the Gentiles wrote to the Church of God
in Rome,' whom he acknowledged as the beloved of God, their place
and state fixed and secure in " the election of grace," " called to be
saints," to a time experience of the sovereign mercy of Jehovah which
is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him-as different
a Church of Rome then from what goes by that name to-day, as truth
is froin error, as light is from darkness, and as a Spirit-given order
in the true worship of the living God is from Satanic confusion in a
systematic rebellion against the light. God is not the author of
confusion, but a God of order and of peace in the assemblies of the
saints.
"I am sure," said Paul, "that, when I come unto you, I shall
come in the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ" (Rom. xv.
29). What a sweet and Spirit-given persuasion to a minister of the
everlasting Gospel to be put in possession of. And yet it is consistent
with other views and feelings, as when he said, " And I was with you
in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling" (1 Cor. ii. 3). And
so we find ministers of God at one time feeling, as ,did Elihu, " I am
full of matter, the Spirit within me constraineth me.. Behold, my
belly is as wine which hath no vent; it is ready to burst like new
bottles" (Job xxxii. 18, 19), and at another time, with death working
in them and life working powerfully and blessedly in the spiritual
understanding and affection of the dear hearers. "And who is sufficient for these things 1" but the man who proves his sufficiency
to be of God. And it has been often found that when the sent servant
of the Lord has been most troubled, apparently shut up and greatly
humbled, the preached Word has run very swiftly and with life, light,
and power in the heart of a hearer or in the hearts of hearers. We
have had many instances of this. Can we for one moment doubt
that such a man and minister as Paul, the writer of many Divinely
inspired Epistles, would from time to time proclaim the same truths
by mouth as he did by pen ~ Could he be " long preaching," as on
one occasion at Troas, without making mention of Christ's righteousness as the alone ground of acceptance before God 1 Or would he
fail to mention, and so hide from the saints of God, their perfect redemption by the blood of Christ, their completeness in Him, and perseverance
in and through Him ~ Would he, as many do this day notwithstanding
their having subscribed to the seventeenth Article, shun to declare the
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truth of God's predestination and election, through the fear of man
which bringeth a snare 1 Never, never. For why 1 Because he
saw therein such a fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ.
Would he be less bold than Isaiah, who he affirms was" very bold"
in saying, "I was found of them that sought Me not; I was made
manifest unto them that asked not after Me." Yea, was he not
himself a marvellous instance thereof, and how but by electing grace 1
Was not his determination to know nothing among men but Jesus
Christ and Him crucified, because he saw in the vision of the faith of
God's elect that He is the great All in all in salvation, and the Alpha
and Omega thereof, that His hands were sufficient for Him in all
His mediatorial office, laying down His life for the sheep, gathering
them out of the lands, feeding them with milk and strong meat,
giving them pastors after His own heart in fat pastures and on the
high mountains of Israel, folding them meanwhile on earth and by
and by in heaven 1 What a glory of God in this salvation he saw
and had ever before him. And feeling the ground so firm under
his feet (Rom. x. 15) he was ever longing to impart unto the saints
some spiritual gift, to the end they might be established in the
Truth.
Nothing could come wrong to him in these labours. Heaven above,
earth and hell, were all made subservient to him in them, both as it
respected himself personally and as made profitable to the saints.
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Elijah, and Paul were all men of
faith showing forth the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ
as exemplified in all Jehovah's dealings with them and blessing upon
them. So Paul in his preaching and in his writing has much of Gospel
fulness to exhibit when he falls back upon them. Oh, it is inexhaustible!
He calls it " the unsearchable riches of Christ," with a depth of the
sovereignty, wisdom, love, power, mercy, grace, and faithfulness
of a triune God that shall never be sounded by elect angels' or by
elect men to all eternity.
Birlcenhead.
0-. A.
CHRIST BEFORE PILATE.
(By BISHOP HALL.)
"OH, malice beyond all example shameless and bloody! Who can
but blush to think that a heathen should see Jews so impetuously
unjust, so savagely cruel 1 He knew there was no fault to be found in
Jesus; he knew there was no crime that was not to be found in
Barabbas; yet he hears, and blushes to hear them say, Not Him, but
Barabbas!
" Was not this, think we, out of similitude of condition 1 Everything affects the like to itself, everything affects the preservation of
that it liketh. What wonder is it, then, if ye Jews, who profess the
murderers of that Just One, favour a Barabbas 1
" 0 Saviour, what a killing indignity was this, for Thee to hear from
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Thine own nation! Hast Thou refused all glory, to put on shame and
misery for their sakes ~ Hast Thou disregarded Thy blessed Self to
save them ~ And do they refuse Thee for Barabbas ~ Hast Thou
said, 'Not heaven but earth, not sovereignty but service, not the
Gentile but the Jew'; and do. they say, 'Not Him, but Barabbas' ?
Do ye thus requite the-Lord, 0 ye foolish people and unjust ~ Thus
were Thine ears and Thine eyes first crucified, and through them was
Thy soul wounded even to death, before Thy death; while Thou sawest
their rage, and heardest their noise of Crucify, Crucify!
" Pilate would have chastised Thee. Even that had been a cruel
mercy from him: "for what evil hadst Thou done? But that cruelty
had been true mercy to this of the Jews, whom no blood would satisfy,
but that of Thy heart. He calls for Thy fault; "they call for Thy
punishment: as proclaiming Thy crucifixion is not intended to satisfy
justice but malice. 'They cried the more, Crucify Him, Crucify
' I'
H lm.
" As their clamour grew, so the President's justice declined. Those
graces that lie loose and ungrounded, are easily washed away with the
first tide of popularity. Thrice had that man proclaimed the innocence
of Him Whom he now inclines to condemn, 'willing to content the
people.' Oh, the foolish aims of ambition! Not God, not his
conscience came into any regard, but the people.
"'He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with
His stripes we are healed.' 0 blessed Jesus, why should I think strange
" to be scourged with tongue or hand when I see Thee bleeding! What
lashes can I fear either from heaven or earth, since Thy scourges have
been borne for me, and have sanctified them to me !
" In the meantime, whither, oh, whither dost Thou stoop, 0 Thou
co-eternal Son of Thy eternal Father! Whither dost Thou abase
Thyself for me! I have sinned, and Thou art punished: I have
exalted myself, and Thou art dejected: I have made myself naked,
and Thou art clothed with robes of dishonour; my head hath devised
evil, and Thine is pierced with thorns: I have smitten Thee, and Thou
art smitten for me: I have dishonoured Thee, and Thou for my sake
art scorned: Thou art made the sport of men for me, that have deserved
to be insulted by the devils.
" 'Behold the Man'! Yea, and behold Him well, 0 thou proud
Pilate, 0 ye cruel soldiers, 0 ye insatiable Jews! Ye see Him base,
Whom ye shall see glorious. The time shall surely come, wherein ye
shall see Him in another dress. He shall shine Whom you now see to
bleed. His crown can not be so ignominious and painful as it shall be
then majestical and precious. Ye who now bend your knees to Him
in scorn, shall see all knees, in heaven and in earth, and under the
earth, to bow before Him in an awful adoration, Ye that now see Him
with contempt, shall behold Him with horror."

(Extracted.)
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"THE BOTTLES OF HEAVEN."
" THE promise" is of grace and not of works, that it" might be sure to
all the seed," small and great. The foundation is sure, immovable as
Christ Himself, Who is the sure Foundation and precious Corner Stone.
In Him the children of the Covenant are given~to fix their hope, and it
also is sure. They are taught out of a sure word of prophecy-its
commandments and its testimonies are sure.
"How sure His great salvation shines,
How full the vast reward,
How firm the promise e'er remains,
How faithful is the Lord."
" Waters shall be sure." The waters of trial, never yet impassable
though reaching to the knees and loins. The waters of mercy and
grace in Christ Jesus, which are a river that can not be passed over.
But the people are thirsty and weary in the wilderness; the rain from
heaven is restrained; the plants, though of God's own right hand
planting, each one growing up for His glory, droop before Him. Then
the Lord comes into His garden, remembers His own word spoken to
His servant Job, and repents Him concerning His possessions, when
He sees the dust becoming hardened and the clods cleaving together.
" Who then," He Himself asks, ",can stay the bottles of heaven" when
the time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord comes ~ The
rain has a father, the Father of mercies. He pours water and floods
upon the dry ground, and there is hope of the tree that has been cut
down-the tender branch does not cease, but" through the scent of
water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant."
" Leaves may languish, fruit decrease,
But more shall grow again."
" The bottles of heaven." He opens one and pours His Spirit upon
Christ's seed and His blessing upon Christ's offspring. He pours out
such a blessing that there is not room to receive it, and so the countenance shines, and lips praise Him,
But again they are minished and brought low, to thirst and pant
for a draught of love. They feel like Hagar's bottle-the water in it
was spent. They need Him to open their eyes and to show them the
wells of salvation. They want a spirit of grace and suppJication to be
poured upon them from on high. They want Him to say, "Drink
abundantly, 0 beloved." They want to be led by the still waters of
deep sufficiency in Christ, to grow beside the river of everlasting love.
" Empty vessels not a few." As in the days of Elisha, the oil of grace
and of joy will still and again be poured out, till there is not a vessel
more. "Empty water pots," they shall be filled to the br~m with the
wine of everlasting consolations; they shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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TOUR IN THE HOLY

By THE LATE REV. CHARLES

LAND.

B.

SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARB,
BIRMINGHAM.

(Continued from page 311.)
I WILL now proceed to give you a brief sketch of the different opinions
held by ancient and modern writers on the pyramids.
The first visitor to Egypt who left any record of his travels was
Herodotus, the celebrated Greek historian, surnamed " The father of
history," who travelled in Greece, Africa, Asia, and Europe, gathering
materials for his great history. He lived about the time of Ezra and
Nehemiah, i.e., 2300 years ago, and is considered the most reliable of
all ancient heathen historians. Herodotus thus relates the history of
the building of this pyramid.
" During the reign of Cheops thousands were employed in the quarries,
of the Arabian hills, to cut stones, drag them to the river, and place
them in boats; others were stationed on the opposite shore to receive
them and drag them to the Libyan hills, and the hundred thousand
men thus employed were relieved by an equal number every three
months.
" Ten 'years were spent in the construction of the causeway for the
transport of the stones (a work of great magnitude).
"These ten years were occupied exclusively in the causeway,
independently of the time spent in levelling the hill on which the
pyramid stands, and in making the subterranean chamber intended
for his tomb. The buil~ng of the pyramid itself occupied twenty
years. The greater part is of polished stones, most carefully put
together, some of them over 20 feet long. This pyramid was built in
steps, and as the work proceeded the stones were raised from the
ground by means of machines made of short pieces of wood. When
a block had been brought to the first tier it was placed in a machine
there; and 'so on, from tier to tier, by a succession of similar machines,
there being as many machines as tiers of stone. When the last tier or
step was completed, they proceeded to make out the form or shape of
the pyramid, beginning from the top, and thence downwards to the
lowest tier. On the exterior was engraved in Egyptian characters the
sum expended in supplying the workmen with raphanus, onions, and
garlic; and he who interpreted the inscriptions told me, as I well
remember, that it amounted to 1600 talents (£200,000 sterling). If
that be true, how much must have been spent on the iron tools, the
food, and clothing of the workmen, employed all the time mentioned,
without counting that occupied in cutting and transporting the stones,
and making the subterraneous chambers."
Diodorus SicuIus, who wrote forty volumes on Universal History
and lived about 40 H.C., is the next authority in point of time; he says
that" Chembis, a Memphite, who reigned fifty years, built the largest
of the pyramids, which is reckoned among the seven wonders of the
world! They strike every beholder with wonder, both from their size
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and skill of workmanship. The Whole is of solid stone, made with
prodigious labour, some 3400 years. ago; the stones stilI preserving
their original position,.and the whole structure being uninjured. Some
say the building was erected by means of mounds (inclined planes),
machines not having yet, been invented; and that these mounds were
made of salt and nitre, which by directingthe water of the river upon
them were afterwards dissolved without human aid, when the work
was completed. This can scarcely be true; but the same number of
hands that raised the mounds removed the whole to the original place,
and it is said 360,000 men were employed, for about twenty years."
Pliny, who wrote a celebrated work on natural history, and lived
in the first Christian century, says: "The largest pyramid is built of
stones from the Arabian quarries; there were 366,000 men employed
for twenty years. Many have written about them, but no one can
show satisfactorily by whom they were built: a proper reward to the
authors of such vanity that their names should be buried in oblivion.
No vestiges of houses remain near them, but merely pure sand on every
side, with something like lentils, common in the greater part of Africa.
The ,principal question is, how the blocks were carried up to such a
height. For some suppose that mounds composed of nitre and salt
were gradually formed as the work advanced, and were afterwards
dissolved by water from the river as soon as it was finished; others
say bridges were made of mud bricks, which when the work was
completed were used to build private houses."
Modern research seems to lead to the opinion that the Cheops of
Herodotus is identical with the Suphis of Manetho and the Shoofoo
of the tablets of Abydos and Sakkiuah, the third king of the fourth
dynasty, reigning at Memphis between 3000 and 4000 B.a.
It is very interesting to trace, through Herodotus, the name of the
great architect, "Philitis." He was "Hyksos," or shepherd king,
sojourning in Egypt in the reign of King Cheops, of the fourth dynasty.
Manetho translates the term" Hyksos " as meaning" hyk," a king,
" s~s," a shepfierd; and goes on to describe those shepherd kings as
invaders who subdued the Egyptians without a battle, by some
mysterious power which they possessed; and" eventually they quitted
Egypt, with all their families and. effects, and proceeded to J udooa,
numbering 240,000 souls, where they built a city sufficient to contain
this multitude, and called it Jerusalem."
This is a most remarkable quotation from a heathen. writer, and it
strikingly illustrates Scripture history.
Abd-el-Lateef speaks of the wonderful nicety and exactness with
which the outer casing stones were all fitted together; that not the
smallest thing could be squeezed between them; and that the exterior
was all beautifully polished and covered with inscriptions so numerous
that they would fill ten thousand pages.
In A.D. 884 Abou Masher-Balker tells us of a remarkable inscription
said to exist upon the pyramid:
" I have built, and whoever considers himself powerful may try to
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destroy; but let him, however,. reflect that to destroy is easier than to
build."
.
In A.D. 967 Masoudi speaks of one of the kings of Egypt building
two great pyramids, and that on the greatest were Inscribed the heavenly
spheres, and figures, representing the stars and planets; likewise the
positions of the stars, and their circles; together with the history and
chronicles of times past, and of. future events to take place. This
clearly shows (even in that distant age) that they held the idea that the
Great Pyramid was something more than a great tomb, and that it was
even then considered to teach astronomical and prophetic truth.
Eastern writers assert the sacred and scientific character of the pyramid,
and this appears much superior to the Western theory of a mere tomb,
But to me it seems barely possible to combine them both, and that
it is rather discordant to believe in the sacred and scientific character
of the Great Pyramid, while we admit the possibility of the supposed
tombic theorv.
The real difficulty, and only important question, is, Does the Great
Pyramid contain the metric features claimed for it by the Professor
Royal of Scotland, and by many others? or does it not? If it does,
then there remains no doubt that the architect who embodied the great
truths symbolized there must have been superhumanly inspired, as in
the age in which he lived no such knowledge existed among men.
If it does not contain those metric features, the refutation is within
reach of line and rule, and the pyramid stands to be questioned of any,
and to reply for itself to all gainsayers. If any reply, We admit the
measures, but we deny the conclusions drawn from them, the answer is,
That if the measures (as in the instance of the base side length giving
the length of the solar tropical year) exhibited but one instance of
preconceived design it might be said such coincidence was accidental;
but when numerous proofs of design are seen, designs of the highest
order of scientific knowledge, the lienial of such design existing in the
mind of the architect is of that class which refutes itself.
The late Mr. John Taylor, of Gower Street, London, lA.vas led, some
seventeen years ago, by a study of the Great Pyramid, to conclude that
it was not merely a king's tomb, but a scientific and prophetic structure.
He published a work upon it, " Why was it built and who built it ? "
This was followed by another pamphlet, which so impressed the
Astronomer Royal of Scotland, Professor Piazzi Smyth, that he resolved
to test this theory by actual and scientific measurements. Accordingly,
having provided himself with the best instruments that the most
advanced skill could produce, he undertook, at his own cost, a thorough
and laborious investigation and measurement of this great pyramid.
Accompanied by his heroic wife, he spent four months at the pyramid
itself; living there, and working assiduously, sometimes by night as
well as by day, until he had completed the most minute and laborious
measurements and observations that have ever been bestowed upon
any building in the world. The difficulty of that labour can scarcely
be understood by those who have never seen that huge structure (rising
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up in 201 courses of cyclopean masonry), nor toiled up to its dizzy apex,
nor penetrated through its suffocating passages. The results of this
expedition were given. to the world on his return in 1867,. in " Life an,d
Work at the Great Pyramid, showing it was not of ordinary Egyptian
character, hut rather Hebraic, Biblical, sacred, and of highly scientific
structure. This has been followed up since by still further developments of this subject in his recent work, a second edition of his first ~ork
before going to Egypt, viz., " Our Inheritance. in the Great Pyramid '~ ;
and at this very time he is publishing a third edition of the same book,
wherein the Biblically· sacred and prophetic character of the monument,
for these and the coming times, has been remarkably strengthened by
many discoveries made in America and other countries.
(To be continued.)
U

ON ABRAHAM~S FAITH.
(From" Seco;nd Causes," by CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH.)
FANCY has a great deal to do with. unsettling our faith. T-he
mischievous practice of mixing pictorial representations, with God's
simple Word has helped on theaffiiction. We know that the saints of
old were men of like passions with ourselves, and in the interest exc.~ted
by their history it is probable we should find little time or inclination
for sketching out their bodily appearance. With very few exceptions
it is wholly passed over in the Bible, which being written for all ages
and all nations is Divinely so arranged as to bring before us what is
common to all. Popery, however, always .opposed to spirituality,
prevailed to establish a fashion that we can not now get rid of. Images,
whether sculptured or engraven, maintain their credit though. they
have lost their worship a,mong us; and we can hardly :meet with the
name of an Apostle or Patriarch without picturing to ourselves the
outward man according to the notion given us by these artists.; and
however accurate it maybe, it still keeps alive a feeling of dissimilarity,
perhaps undetected by.ourselyes;so that Abraham's faith seems. a thing
:as little suited to us as hi,s costume. We identify him, probably, less
as the sinful idolatrous human being chosen by sovereign grace, called
by sovereign power, upheld by sovereign love, and gifted out of the
abundance that is in Christ,Jesus, Whose day he by faith saw, and was
glad-less as having a body just like our own, composed of bone and
flesh and muscle, born and growing, dying and turning to dust even as
we-than as a mysterious-looking apparitio~, with long beard and
flowing robes, dwelling in a tent, reclining under a palm-tree, and in
every such particular unlike ourselves. We are willing, yea most
fervently desirous, to be blessed with faithful Abraham; but his very
faith seems a thing as alien to our habits of feeling as are his garIJlen~s
anq habitation from those belonging to ourselves. This is one oithe
obstacles which, though not universally, are very extensiYely·found
to exist, when once the mind is fairly bent to analyse its most familiar
24
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impressions. Imagine Abraham living in the same street with. 'us,
habited like our neighbours, and pursuing such avocations as are
customary among us, and we shall find how much of his personal
appearance, how little of his inward life, has taken hold of our imagillliticins. This applies to all, or nearly all, whose acceptable works, the
,fruit of faith, are related in Scripture. We would gladly reject whatever God has not told us, and fix our attention on what He has spoken
concerning those whose footsteps we are enjoined to follow.
The Lord spake to Abraham from heaven: He speaks to us by His
Word lying before us, by His Spirit moving within us, by His provi.dences unfolding around us. If He has called us from an ungodly
world, and in principle and practice separated us from even such cif our
own kindred as still in works deny Him, can we not confidently appropriate the sequel ~ Surely to us is the word sent--" Fear not; I am
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward,'! Yet how few aspire to the
standard of Abraham's faith; and while pausing contentedly perhaps
very far short of it, do we not practically attest that we regard his
attainment as somewhat inherent in, and peculiar to the individual,
rather. than as t4e gift of God, Who is able to bestow on us an equal
portion of the same grace ~ Does not the doctrine of second cauSes
here creep in, and mar the beauty of what we are called on to survey
.as a glorious instance of God's work in the soul of man ~ Certainly the
total disregard of second causes,and a full, unwavering, unflinching
dependence on the plain Word of the Lord, literally understood, and
without a reference to any of the laws, as they are called, of nature,
which He Who made them can at will suspend-forms the feature in
Abraham'scharacter which constitutes him the father of all that
believe; and since in following the example of his faith consists our
title to be numbered with his spiritual offspring, and also our wellgrounded assurance that amid all the changes of this mortal life we
should be protected, sustained and guided even as Abraham was, the
more closely we examine the texture of his faith the .betterable shall
We be to detect the imperfections of our own.. In quality the gift is
uniform: we can not be justified, neither can we do acceptable works,
by means of a faith differing in any wise from that of Abraham and the
other saints; but though God gives liberally to all whQ ask, many
receive not because they',ask not, the abundance that they might
obtain; and to which of us is not the Lord's reproof applicable,' "If
ye had faith butas a grain of mustard-seed " ~
.
Yet we must make an exception when commending the patriarch
Abraham.He had received the promise that not Eliezer of Damascus,
but a son born to himself, should be his heir, and that his progeny
should equal the stars of heaven for multitude. He believed this, and
'his implicit faith was counted to him· for righteousness. But instead
of waiting to see whether the promise would not be fulfilled as it ultimately was, without any infringement of the primeval law, which gave
to man a single helpmate only, he betook himself to the crooked path
of calculating how far second causes were likely to operate in bringing
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about the promised blessing; and finding the result unfavourable,
he fell in with Sarah's unhallowed expedient, and not only brought
much domestic misery into his household, but gave occasion for sin
.to his. wife, to her handmaiden, and to the child whose irregular birth
:was a reproach to his mistrust of God's faithfulness. It must have
sorely pained Abraham, seeing how needlessly he had embittered the
poor handmaiden's life by an unseemly exaltation, to receive the
command-" Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of
thebondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the {reewoman."
Sarah's natural evil was wrought into cruel oppression, Hagar's into
disobedience and scorn of her mistress, Ishmael's into insolent mockery
of the promised· seed, and scandal given before a numerous household,
all.through the failure of good Abraham's faith, in having recourse to
second causes.
. Nor was this the only instance. Before the Lord had fully
revealed His gracious purpose, and J;eceived Abraham into covenant,
the pilgrim had relied on his own worldly wisdom to avert any
evil consequences to himself from the attractiveness of his spouse.
This is not much to be wondered at; but he gave a lamentable proof
of the infirmity that cleaves to man, when, after the promise had
actually been given that Sarah should bear the promised inheriter,
and he surely therefore might have entrusted her ta the Lord's keeping
without any more scheming expedients for her security and his own,
he practised again the same deception in the territories of Abimelech.
It would seem, indeed, from his explanation to the king, that it was
only the continued observance of a wrong compact into which they
had entered on first setting forth; but such inconsi&tencies ought to
stimulate us to a more vigorous pressing forward to the prize of our
high calling, seeing what stumbling-blocks were laid, and how emba,rrassing they proved in the path even of faithful Abraham, when once
his eye was allured to look towards second causes.
After this, the patriarch wavered not-his path shone, as the path
of the just always will, more and more unto the perfect day. -A test
was prepared, a furnace heated for the trial of his faith that nothing
but the purest gold could have come forth from. It is so lovely to trace
the quiet fixedness on God of this holy man's mind; his child-like
obedience, noiseless, unhesitating, unquestioning. No second cause
came between the eye of his faith and its almighty Author. He acts
as though the universe contained none but the Most High, himself, and
the object of his awful mission. The servants might have interposed
to stay the hand that he was willing to raise, but oh! according to the
yearnings of the heart, how much more willing to have arrested! He
will not incur the hazard of such interposition, and, without exciting
any anxiety in their minds, he bids them remain while he and the lad
go to worship; adding that they would come again to them. The
Apostle tells us that Abraham went forth to slay his son, "knowing
that God was able to raise him up again from the dead"; and since
the promise had been distinctly given that in Isaac should his seed be
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called, he certainly felt that the Lord was pledged to do so. It was an
unreserved casting of himself on the immutability of God's declarations.
He did not argue, " Because the Lord has positively decreed that Isaac
should live and become a mighty nation, therefore He can not really
intend me to'slay him." No: he meddled not with the Divine decrees
when his present work was with the Divine commands. He 'lifted the
knife with full purpose of heart" to slay his son." He was prepared
to see him a bleeding corpse, and consumed moreover to ashes, preparatory to receiving him again from the dead. Who can question the
clearness with which the Church of old apprehended the great mystery
of the resurrection of the body, when they view Abraham about to
consume the flesh and bones of his child, knowing that God was able
to bring him back, in the same body, after it should have been dispersed
in smoke and cinders? Truly it was a glorious spectacle then displayed
on Mount Moriah! We know not that any save Isaac were made
acquainted with it until Moses by Divine inspiration recorded it for
universal profit; but how many chariots and horses of fire were there
in that mountain-how many angelic friends, rejoicing over their
fellow-servant-how many awestruck foes, forcibly withheld from
whispering rebellion in his ear, and condemned to look upon a type,
the substance of which achieved every believer's ransom from the pit
prepared for the devil and his angels.
GROWTH IN GRACE.
[A LETTER BY THE REV. W. ROMAINE.]
I RECEIVED my dear friend's letter, and think she overlooks our ever
adorable Jesus, in setting any value upon a poor worm. If His grace
raise it from a dunghill, and set it upon a throne with His princes, who
shall have the glory, the worm, or Jesus 1 Shall any of His due praise
be given to it 1 God forbid! There ought to be a holy jealousy in
you and me, that we rob not our God of His glory. If we do rob Him
of ever so little, He will wither all our comforts and graces; but if we
give Him all the glory, which we cannot do unless He be all and we be
nothing, then everything will go well with us. We get exalted as we
are humbled. The lowest is the highest; which makes me fear to look
at any good in myself, unless the kind hand which gave it me be seen
at the same time; and afraid to hear of any good thing in myself,
unless I am sure my Master has all the praise. The plan upon which
I act herein is this :-long experience and many humblings ha:ve
brought me to it. I have grieved to see how much of my time ran to
waste, partly for want of knowing what to do, and partly through
perplexity about what was done, lest it was not done aright; and
therefore I was led to endeavour to bring the business of every day
into a little compass, that at one view I might satisfy myself whether
I had answered the end of living another day.
There is no doubt left about my belonging to Christ, so that this
matter is not to be brought into court again. It has been tried and
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determined, and is. now a settled point. What have I then to do ~
What is the work of every day ~ Why, it is to be living still in a
constant dependence upon the Lord Christ, and to be growing every
day in the knowledge and experience of that dependence. The
dependence is thus expressed: "The just shall live by his faith";
being justified or made just, he shall not live by any works, by any
stock of grace, by being faithful to any talents received; but he shall
live upon the Lord Jesus Christ by faith, receiving from Him continually
grace for grace.
The believer's growth in this his dependence is thus spoken of:
" Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour JesuS
Christ." Grace is the free love of God to poor sinners in the whole
plan of salvation ;-from first to last all is of grace; and in the knowledge and experience of this there is a growth. The believer learns
more clearly that all is of grace, and that he has no hand in saving
himself, but an empty receiving hand. Grace comes to pull him down,
and to set Christ up.
When the heart is established with grace, the creature is stripped
quite bare, without a rag to put on, or money to buy any, or wisdom
to know where to get it. Grace pulls down alI high things, levels all
distinctions, and leaves the poor oreature nothing at all to trust in or
to boast of, but to live upon Ohrist's alms. So that the sense of our
lost, guilty, helpless state is the only thing which can make us willing
to receive a whole Christ; and the abiding sense of this will keep us
willing to live upon a whole Christ. And while a believer lives thus
how can he grow in grace if he be not discovering every day more of
the depth of iniquity which is in him ~ Grace can not be magnified
unless nature be humbled. . Jesus Christ can not become more precious
unless self become more vile. As the believer sinks in his own eyes,
Christ rises in his esteem. And this, in my opinion, is growing in grace.
Growing in the sense of our weakness magnifies Christ's strength-our
sinfulness, His righteousness-our folly, His wisdom-our misery, His
happiness-our outward sorrowful state, His inward peace and joy.
Thus the growth in the knowledge of Christ is closely connected with
the knowledge of self. And that makes me afraid of anything which
tends to weaken this view of things, because it would weaken my
dependence on Christ. I should not see nor feel my want of Him so
much, which would stop the working of faith, and thereby eclipse the
glory of Jesus. You see my jealousy. And .indeed I have great
reason for it. After all my experience which you have read in the
" Life of Faith," I have a revolting heart.
'
Still I would turn from and live without Christ if I could. Pride
puts me upon it. Oh, it is the very devil, that pride; it attacks not the
heel, but the heart of Christ, and wants to rob Him of His crown. And
I have so smarted for it that the most distant approach is terrible to
me. Think what you will of me, but never mention me without
mentioning the grace of my dearest Lord, Who has made me all that
I ever shall be but sin and misery.
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THE LAW OF SIN AND THE REIGN OF GRACE.

"I KNOW that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing."
How do we know this.1 In the same.way as the Apostle knew it" For to will is present with me; but how to perform that .which is
good I find not." It is a solemn truth that all men by nature are" in
the flesh," and in that state" cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 8). But
although this deplorable condition is universal, yet while in it none
knows it or believes it.
And it is not until God gives us a " will " to do good that we experimentally learn the truth-that we have no power of ourselves to do
that good for which we now have the will; "How to perform that
which is good I find not." Yet to be enabled before God to say" To
will is present with me," is that which distinguishes for ever a believer
from an unbeliever, a child of God from a child of the devil, a possessor
of grace from an empty professor.
This abiding" will" to do good is sure evidence that we have the
new nature, that we are no longer" in the flesh," that we have eternal
life, that Christ dwelleth in us, that God has worked in us " to will
.. ~ of His good pleasure," that He has made us willing in the day of
His power.
.
Nothing is more distressing to a child of God than continually
finding that the good he would, he does not; but the evil which he
would not, that he does. How often when we would be, engaged in holy
things-prayer, meditation, praise, delighting in the Lord, feeding
upon the Word of God-we find we have no power; but those things
which we would not, which we hate and abhor, those very things we do.
Shall we find these things laid to our charge 1 No, blessed be God!
" If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is
good. Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in
me." And it is in the assurance that none of this evil shall be laid
to his charge-since when Christ was crucified as the substitute of each
elect one, the" old. man "ineach died (see Rom. vi. 1-11, Gal. ii. 20)that the child of God cries out, " 0 wretched man that I am ! who
shall deliver me from the body of this death 1" Why" wretched "1
Not through fear of punishment, for. he knows he is 'delivered from
" the wra,th to come." "Wretched"--not because the guilt of sin is
upon his conscience, for being once purged he has no more conscience
of sins (see Heb. x. 2) and his heart is "sprinkled from an evil
conscience" (Heb. x. 22). "Wretched "-not because he has any fear
of falling short of heaven and glory at last, for by grace he knows that
" He Which hath begun a good work" in him" will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ," and he likewise knows that there is " an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven" for him, who will be " kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the las.t time."
He is " wretched" because of the sin which he abhors, the constant
opposition within him to all that is good, the " old man" which is
corrupt and a dreadful clog to the" new man." Who shall deliver him
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from it ~ Ah, blessed be God! there is deliverance from it. Our Lord
shall deliver, us. Is He not in every respect the Deliverer of His
people ~ He That has delivered us from the curse of the law; from this
present evil' world, from the wrath to come,' will deliver us from the
body of this death. Yes, He will change our vile bodies, and fashion
them like unto His own glorious body. Till then, while here, we can
sum matters up in no other way than did the inspired Apostle-" So'
then with the mind I Ulyself serve the law of God; but with the flesh
the law of sin."
S.

€onefSponbrnre.
MR. W. W. WINTER.
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I have once more to ask your kind consideration
on behalf of our mutual friend, Mr. W. W. Winter, whose letters have
from time to time appeared in the MAGAZINE. Our readers will
remember his being sent into a far country, and there, in British
Columbia, being stirred up by the Holy Spirit to further the Kingdom
of Christ by preaching in his valley the Gospel in all its simplicity and
yet fulness. The little Mission Church he has been enabled to build"
was to "have been opened at Easter, but a heavy fall of snow and other
drawbacks retarded the work. The twenty-eighth of May has now
been fixed for its dedication to the glory of God, and a truly glad and
praiseful time will that be to our friend, who out of the abundance of
his heart must surely exclaim, "What hath God wrought!" I am
sure Mr. Winter would be most grateful to you if you could allow space
for an extract from one of his most recent letters. With it he sent
printed list of the sub~cribers to the Trinity Mission Hall, Happy
Valley, B.C., both in England and abroad. Their contributions'
" amounted to the generous sum of $851.20," the balance sheet' states.
Believe me to be, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours ever affectionately in Christ,
RUTH COWELL.
[EXTRACT.]
" My dear Miss Cowell,-It gives me pleasure to send you one of the
first copies of Report to date, as to the Lord's work out here. 1 cannot
help'thinking of how your dear father would have rejoiced over it, in
finding one of his old pupils so honoured; at times I am amazed at it
myself, but with God all things are possible! I would see my heavenly
Father's hand in it all, and what an enjoyable experience it is to watch
for His hand, though at times rather trying to our impatient old nature.
"You will note, we are getting on well with the building, as also with
the contribution list, and God is evidently owning and blessing the
work, not only in sending the silver and gold, but also in sending a.
skilled workman into the valley, to whom we are enabled to entrust
the making of the pew benches, pulpit, and other details that an

a

,.
I\.

•,
~

I

;~

876

The Gospel Magazine

ordinary workman could not master. And God is greatly encouraging
us in the work of ' sowing the seed.' We had twenty-one children, in
the Sunday School last Sunday, and in the evening the little Mission
Room was overcrowded, with thirty-five present-all pointing to the
real need of the new and larger Hall. God willing, the dedication of
the Hall (or Church, as many prefer to call it) will take place on
Thursday afternoon, May 28th, at 3 p.m., and the first of the Sabbath
services will be held onthe following Smiday evening-Whit Sunday,
when we hope we may all experience a real Pentecostal blessing. Will
you kindly beseech for us, that this may be vouchsafed us,'in unison
with any of your prayer.loving friends. . . .
" Yours in the faith,
"W. W. WINTER.
"BRlDGEFIELD, HAPPY VALLEY, B.C.
"April 2nd, 1914."
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor ot the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-The summer season which is rapidly approaching affords
many opportunities for scattering Gospel books and small publications
amongst our soldiers, and we are eager to supply our distributors with
as much as they can use. For this purpose we shall gladly welcome
the help and generous co-operation of friends who have the true welfare
of our soldiers at heart. The need. is great, and we want to remember
the words of our Master, '~Occupy till I come"-let us be busy in His
work. "Blessed is that servant whom his Lord, when He 'cometh,
shaUfind so doing." The tollowing letter serves to show the great
need. "Dear Mr. Brider, I was pleased to see of your interest and
work and love for the souls of our soldiers and sailors, and should like
to let you know that I with another brother visit the barracks. . We
are dependent on the Lord for books, and are looking to Him for a
supply. In the years that are past He has pro,,"ided for our need, and
we have not wanted for material in His service. The Lord does give
us open doors. Should you desire to have fellowship with us in this,
I should be pleased with a supply. Pray that our labours may be for
the honour and glory of God and the salvation of precious souls. The
need is great among these dear men," .A good Bupply has been sent
to this worker. The following is from a Chaplain in response to three
parcels of .magazines. "Thank you for the parcels so kindly sent.
They are now in course of circulation. We are having much encouragement in the work. Never was there a time of greater need for
declaring the Truth and making plain the old paths. No new theology
for us! The Gospel is being proved the power of God to salvation to
th08e who believe."
.
,
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD, BATH ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BRISTOL, May, 1914.
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THE CHURCH ON THE TIBER.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
(Ooncluded from page 315.)
Now we can not understand Christianity in that form-we can not
be Christians because all this satis,fies our natural tastes. They are
not Christians at all who will not have Christ unless draped, painted,
and carved; and it is not Christianity that influences them.. It
is not what the eye sees,or the ear hears, or what the natural senses
are gratified by, that forms the. religion of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Nothing of the kind. Thereligion of the Lord Jesus Christ is in this
Book, and only here. The religion of Jesus is in the Word. You.
do not see the religion of Jesus in these lights, pillars, pews, or anything
you see here. These things are here only because it is convenient
they should be here for the use of those who assemble; but the religion
of Christ is in the Bible, nowhere else. My commission, as His minister,
is to go and proclaim Him from the Bible, to do nothing else-and
I can do nothing else. I can not present the Lord Jesus to you except
in His Word. I have no other way of doing it; and if I attempted
to do it in any other way I should be practising an imposture on you.
I might tell you that a bit of bread was Jesus, that a few drops of
wine was Jesus, that a painting was Jesus, that. some sculptured
device was Jesus, that a monogram was Jesus; but you know I
should be telling you a lie. That is what Romanism does, and what
Ritualism does. The whole scheme is a lie; and you do not
wonder at my being decidedly hostile to both of these schemes, and
at my entering so keenly into the matter. I see an attempt to
insult God in this matter, to deprive Jesus of that which belongs
to Him, and to impose upon the credulity of mankind by substituting for the worship of a holy, living, and loving God, the worship
of a wretched counterfeit that brings dishonour and discredit upon
God. He does not want such a thing. A teligi<1n of priestcraft
and' pretence does not come from God. No vestments come fro~
God. No candlelights come from God. No trickery of that sort
comes from God. All these postures and all these impostures do not
come from God. They come from man taught by the evil spirit;
and the object of them is to impose upon man, to gratify a corrupt
taste, and to intensify hostility to God, to render man more hardened
and more opposed to Christianity than ever he was before. That is
what we have here.
Again, this woman, decked in all these things, is represented as
having a golden cup in her hand, "full of abominations and filth of
her fornication" (v. 4). There is a medal that waS struck in the
popedom of Gregory XII. on which there is a female figure, symbolic
of Rome, holding out in her hand a cup, as though she were asking
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the nations of the earth to drink of her abominations. "And upon
her forehead was written Mystery." We are told in history that the
pope actually had, in former times, the word "Mystery" engraven
on his mitre. The Apostle Paul says, as I have already observed,
" The mystery of iniquity doth already work." If you look at the
third chapter of the First Epistle. to Timothy, you will see in contrast
to this what the religion of the Lord Jesus is. You have the description
of genuine Christianity. Observe the beauty of the passage, " Without
controversy great is the mystery of Godliness"-the mystery of Godliness, not the mystery ()f un-Godliness. "God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in't4e Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received up into glory." There is Christianity.
Christ came and did something definite for His people-His fleshafter which He was preached, and He has been received up into glory.
again. What is man to do ~ Preach Him and nothing else. Preach
the Gospel, the mystery of Godliness. What, on the other hand, is
the mystery of iniquity ~ The whole system, scheme, and device,
that Satan has invented as a counterfeit of the Gospel, to impose upon
the carnal and corrupt taste and imagination of mankind. That is
the mystery of iniquity. The purpose of it is to lead men away from
God, away from the beautiful and blessed provision He has made to
meet the case of poor, fallen, depraved man, to bring him back again
to purity and to peace by the sacrifice of His Son, and by the conformity
of those who believe in Him to His life and walk, that they may realize
their union with Him, and live to the glory of His Name and to the
edification and encouragement of their fellow-believers-looking for
admission, at His coming, into that heaven into which nothing that
is impure or unholy shall ever enter.
.
" And upon her forehead was a name written, Mystery, Babylon
the Great, the Mother of Harlots." It is worthy of solemn consideration that the Church of Rome calls herself" The Mother and Mistress
of all Churches." The Word of God calls her the mother of harlots,
a corrupt Church, the abomination of the earth, and everything that
is impure, unholy, and vile. Look at the various countries where
Rome rules, and compare them with Protestant ones. Compare
England with Spain, France, Ireland, Austria, South America, and
all the countries over which popery exercises supreme dominion;
observe their superstition, their degradation, their slavery, their
ignorance, their profligacy. We are bad enough in England, but oh,
the vileness of those places! The abominations of all sorts that we
in England preach and labour against, in other countries are encouraged
by the very religion that is professed. Look at the vileness of the
Confessional, suggesting wickedness and abominations of every sort.
Oh, I could tell you such things of the abominations of the system.
Far more did that vileness appear before the Reformation. Then the
light of God's Truth shone in upon the wickedness of the papal system,
and now it is kept a little more under control, even in popish countries.
Still, the villainies are numerous, and the wickedness of the system is
great.
.
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" I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with
the blood. of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered
with great admiration." The persecuting character of Romanism is"
something that has harrowed up the feelings of mankind. It is
supposed that from first to last the Romish system in its p~rsecutions
and attempts to compel the. human mind to submit to its intellectual
slavery and degradation, has occasioned the death of millions of
people, by the most terrible suffering. You have heard of the Inquisition, of that awful tribunal established by one of the popes, to put
down every attempt to inquire into the Truth. It is estimated that
the number of persons that perished in the flames of the Inquisition
was 31,912, condemned to death because they dared to exercise thought.
Besides these there were condemned to suffer tortures of various sorts
in this hellish institution, 291,450. But these form a small part of
Rome's inflictions for the crime of seeking after the Truth; for if
we may believe the historians, Pope Julius in seven years occasioned
the slaughter of 200,000 Christians; in the persecutions of the
Albigenses and Waldenses 1,000,000 lost their lives; the Duke of
Alva put 36,000 to death in an attempt to force Roman Catholicism
on believers in Christ. Vergerius estimates that the Inquisition in
thirty years destroyed 150,000 people; and in the Irish rebellion
300,000 were massacred. The total number of Romish butcheries
has been reckoned at 2,680,000; that is of persons put to death simply
because they dared to exercise free thought upon the subject of all
others most vital to them, and because there were found people who
dared to think that the Romish system did not lead them nearer
to God, and did not satisfy God's demands, that it did not provide
for their souls' eternal welfare, because they looked for something
better than that which Romanism provided. Those persons were
visited with every sort of punishment; they were tortured by every
infernal agency that the genius of men could invent, and they forfeited
their lives to the number of two or three millions, because they would
not believe man's lie, instead of God's Truth.
I have just given you a sketch of the system, from God's own Word,
of. the Church on the Tiber. We have to. thank God the pope has
not the power now that he had in past times. The religion is the
same, exactly the same-not a single canon law has ever been repealed,
not a single persecuting decretal has ever been withdrawn, and what
is still. more worthy of serious reflection, not a single expression of
sorrow or regret has ever proceeded from the pope, or any authority
of the Roman Church, in reference to these horrible persecutions of
which she has been guilty against those who would not receive her
creed. She has never uttered a single word of contrition or remorse
on the subject; on the contrary, from all her writings, and whenever
she has spoken of late years, we must draw the conclusion that, if
she had the power to-morrow, she would pursue the same sanguinary
course to compel men to submit to her system. Should we not be
afraid of it in this country? Should we not be afraid of everything
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like it? Should we not detest it? Observe, I do not say detest its
professors. We should love and pity them; but popery itself, and
everything like popery; should be the object of our abhorrence. If
we are true to our religion, our country, and our God, we should
determinately resist this deadly foe, and everything that apes and
counterfeits· it. We should employ every power that God has given
us to stamp out this moral plague and pestilence that we know to be
so deadly, and the designs of which we have reason to dread.
May God. give us grace to lay this to heart-that salvation is by
Jesus, th,at )Jlvation is for all who believe in Him, that it requires
no man's power, no man's influence, to make it available to us; that
God has given no power to man to interfere with the salvatio·n of his
fellow-man; that it is simply by a Spirit-taught belief in the Lord
Jesus Christ that man is saved; that the Holy Spirit bears testimony
with our spirits that we are the children of God (Rom. viii. 16), and
that· then we are urged through the mighty power of love and gratitude
infused into our souls to cry, " Lord, what wilt Thou have me do ? "
(Acts ix. 6.) Thus the will is brought into subjection to the power of
Divine love, and consecrated and devoted to the service of that Being
Who loved His people, and gave Himself for them. May God enable
us to receive and hold fast this blessed truth, and to believe in no
man that professes to come between the souls of his fellow-men and
that God Who is ready to receive all that come to Him through Jesus
Christ. The way is open. There are no hindrances, no discouragements,
no difficulties, no door to. be opened, no lock to be removed. We can
all come with boldness to the throne of grace, and obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need (Heb. iv. 16).
I have detained you longer than I intended, but a subject like this
can not be treated as briefly as a more ordinary one. I hope I have
given you an idea this evening of the true character of the system
that prevails on thEl Tiber, and that you will be induced to read more
on the subject, and to make yourselves up in it. The time has come
when you must do it, when you must be better acquainted with this
evil that has come to our own doors. We must not treat it any longer
with contempt or neglect. We may be satisfied of it that our great
danger is ignorance, and indifference arising from ignorance. It is
the consciousnes.s of the character of the mischief, and of the danger
. that we are exposed to from it, that will render uil watchful and prayerful,
and that will make us thankful and grateful to God for the Truth
which we enjoy, careful of the spiritual interests that God has committed to our charge, anxious to guard those interests for ever from
the intrusion of man or Satan, to guard them for God and the honour
of His Name, that we may render them back to Him in the great
day that is coming as a solemn trust committed to us which we have
not neglected, but which we have tried to use to His glory, our own
profit, arid the advantage of our fellow-men. May God's blessed
Word speak to us with power, and may He have all the glory of the
results,· for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY"S SECRETARY.
THE Annual City Sermon was preached on April 24th, at St: Bride's
Church, Fleet Street, by the kindness of the Vicar, the Rev. W. C.
Heaton, M.A., who has for the last four years extended this much
appreciated hospitality to the Society. There was a very large
congregation, and the service was inspiring in its heartiness. The
Vicar conducted it, and the preacher was the Rev. J. M. Sangar, RA.,
Rector of Elworthy, Somerset. The discourse, which was greatly
enjoyed, was from Isaiah xlv. 25:. Copies can be obtained, at the
Society's Office, at one penny each. A liberal collection was given.
On the following Friday, the I07th Annual Meeting was held in the
Pillar Hall of the Cannon Street Hotel. The spacious apartment was
filled, many friends from the country being present. Among those
upon the platform were Messrs. A. Hayles, E. Carr, T. Carr, G. Doudney,
and S. Combridge. The Right Hon. Lord Blythswood presided, and
in the course of his address said that he had been connected with the
Society for more than forty-two years. With regard to the remarkable
and interesting work being carried on by it, he felt that they were
dealing with a class for which there was no proper provision apart
from that organization. They wanted to rejoice the old age of those
in whose interests they had met. Many of the old people were bearing
very heavy burdens; they were accepted by the Society as amoJ:!.g those
whom God from all eternity gave to His Son, who were received by
the Lord Jesus Christ from His Father's hands to be cleansed by His
blood, clothed with His righteousness, and regenerated and sanctified
by the Holy Ghost.
Mr. F. A. Bevan, in moving the adoption of the Report, asked the
subscribers to realize with what eagerness the recipients w(}re looking
out every month for those who brought them their pensions. What
a terrible thing it would be if· they were disappointed owing to the
inadequacy of the funds. In these days it was becoming increasingly
difficult to collect money for charitable purposes. He recommended
all interested in the welfare of the Lord's aged poor to give the Report
a careful reading. Copies can be obtained at th9 pffice.
.
The Rev. Thomas Houghton, of Bath, seconded the resolution, and
said the Report fully indicated that the work is carried on to-day in accordance with the great principles upon which the Society was founded.
The Society held fast to the great truths of the Gospel, to the inspiration
of Scripture, the verbally inspired Word. Many in these days objected
to the doctrine of the verbal inspiration of Scripture, and maligned
those who believed it as holding a mechanical view. Happily, many
still held firmly to the infallibility of Scripture from Genesis to
Revelation. We lived in days when persons in high places in the
professing Church were urging that the historical incidents recorded
in the Old Testament could not be relied upon. The Society held to
Reformation and Bible Truth, and the Report recalled the names of
such men as the seventh Earl of Shaftesbury and Dr. Doudney.
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The Rev. W. Sinden moved that the Scripturally distinctive and
undenominational basis of the Society and its service for God's aged
poor throughout the land and in its Homes, give it a powerful claim
upon all who love the truths upon which it is founded. Mr. Sinden
emphasized the need of adding to the annual subscription list, and
spoke from his. personal knowledge of the Institution for upwards of
forty years. .
All the addresses delivered will be published from time to time in
the "Quarterly Record." .
The seventy-ninth Anniversary of the Camberwell Home will
(D. V.) be held at the Home on Thursday, June 11th. The Rev.W.
Sinden will p;re!\ch in the Chapel at 3.30. Tea at 5 o'clock, and a
Public ¥eeting at 6.30. Friends are heartily invited.

18 afJ~tng iShentfi.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve the appointment of
His Serene Highness Prince Alexander Augustus Frederick William
Alfred George of Teck, G.C.B., G.C.V.O., D.S.O., to be GovernorGeneral and Commander-in-Chief of the Dominion of Canada, in SUCe
cession to Field-Marshal His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught
and of Strathearn, KG., KT., KP., P.C., G.C.B., G.C.S.I., G.C.M.G.,
G.C.I.E., G.C.V.O., whose term of office will expire in October.
At the recent London Diocesan Conference Sir Edward Clarke's
resolutiOJi, expressing the opinion that the published proposals of the
Houses of Convoc\l-tion for the revision of the Prayer Book were not
'calculated to promote the unity of the Church, was, after much discussion, carried by 151 votes to 149. This is a clear victory for the Evangelicals.
The Prime Minister has announced that it is the intention of the
Government to pass the Home Rule Bill in its present form, and to
introduce an amending measure which would come into force concurrently with the Bill. The peril of civil war can not be said to be yet
over.
The present financial position of the Church Missionary Society is
briefly summarized in the following extract: "A year ago the Committee
had to announce that a sum of only £347,000 was available to meet an
expenditure of £375,000, thus rendering it necessary to withdraw a
further £28,000 from the working capital, which had already been
depleted ~o the extent of £46,000. It was clear that unless God in His
goodness should be pleased to provide means in some quite unforeseen
way, further severe retrenchment would be immediately necessary.
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But, as is now well known, He did inspire His people to provide for His
work, and to-day the Committee can announce with heartfelt thanks
and praise that the £74,421 which had been withdrawn from the
capital fund has been restored, that the whole of the expenditure of the
year, £372,676, has been met, that a sum of £2,071 is held in reserve
towards meeting the extra grants sanctioned by the General Committee
of July last, and that £26,771, the balance of the £100,000 Fund, has
been placed to the credit of a permanent Mission Building Loan Fund,
which has been founded in order to enable the Society to meet some of
the urgent demands for new buildings in different parts of the Mission
field. The total contributions from the Associations amounted to no
less than £322,36i (of which £69,788 was given to the Swanwick funds),
as compared with £226,655 last year; a total of £114,885 was contributed to the Swanwick funds, of which £101,200 was for the £100,000
Fund; legacies are £2,000 lower than last year, and the total funds
entrusted to· the Society during the year amounted altogether to
£508,215. The Society has been placed in a sound financial position,
and for the first· time since 1905-6 has been able to meet all its obligations for the year out of the year's income."
We cull the following from the speech of Mr. E. Darbyshire at the
Annual Meeting of the Church Association: "The ecclesiastical posi.
tion is a very serious one. Are we to quietly submit to the errors of
Rome by the connivance of the Bishops allowed to be practised with
impunity by the Ritualistic clergy? Our forefathers gained us relief
from that tyranny at the cost of their lives. Are we to allow the
rationalistic teaching of the Broad Church clergy that portions of our
Bible are not inspired, and that the Deluge and the passage of the Red
Sea are not historical, but myths? Must we believe, and I approach
this question with deep reverence, that our Blessed Lord, when He
said, ' As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have eternal life,' based His argument on a myth? No,
we can not believe it. We know from His own mouth, ' 1£ th'i}\ hear
not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, thougb. one
rose from the dead.' But it is pitiable that ministers can be found
who are undermining the basis of our religion and our hope of eternal
life. Thank God, they cannot rob us of our faith, but such teaching
will do infinite harm to our beloved Church and unsettle the faith of
many who are not so well founded in the Truth as we are. It behoves
us to be strong and sound in the faith."
The Annual Meeting of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society was held
in the Cannon Street Hotel, London, on May 1st, under the presidency
of the Right Hon. and Rev. Lord Blythswood. The meeting was a great
success. It was most cheering to see so large a gathering in support
of a Society which is based on those great doctrines of grace which are
the distinguishing feature of this MAGAZINE.
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According to the English Churchman the new Bishop of Bristol, Dr.
NickBon, is a distinguished graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, and
Cambridge University. "In views he may be described as Evangelical
with some Broad Church leanings." He is about 50 years of age.

ltebiewf-; nnb j},otiUf-;Of )SoOkf-;,
"MANY INFALLIBLE PROOFS:" By the REV. A. T. PIERSON, D.D.
Is. (LONDON: MORGAN & SCOTT, LTD., 12, Paternoster Buildings.)
. The publishers describe this as a "special cheap edition for wide
circulation and free distribution," and we hope this object will be
gained. This is the kind of work greatly needed to-day. It will be
a help to many who are perplexed. No better book on Christian
evidences could be desired than this striking production of Dr. Pierson's.
THE WONDER OF THE BOOK. By the Rev. DYSON HAGUE, M.A.
4s. per 100. (-LONDON: RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY, 65, St.
Paul's Churchyard.)
This beautiful and helpful tract forms one of the R. T. S. "Questions
of the People." Replete with facts, it is very suitable for giving to
Sunday School scholars and young Christians, enabling them to realize
what an exceptional book the Bible is. The closing words of the tract
are well worth quoting :-" Never compare this Book with other
books. Comparison is dangerous. They are of earth. This is from
heaven. Do not think and do not say that this Book only contains
the words of God! It is the Word of God. Think not of it as a good
book, or even as a better book, but lift it in heart and mind and faith
and love far, far above all, and. ever regard it, not as the word of man,
but as it is in truth, the Word of God; nay more, as. the living
Word ot.:the Living God: supernatural in origin; eternal in duration;
inexpressible in value; infinite in scope; Divine in authorship; human
in penmanship; regenerative in power; infallible in authority;
universal in interest; personal in application; inspired in totality."
HER9ES OF THE FAITH IN MODERN ITALY. By. the Rev. J. S.
ANDERSON. 2s. 6d. net. (LONDON: ALFRED HOLNESS, 14,
Paternoster Row. GLASGOW: PWKERING & INGLISS.)
The Rev. J. S. Anderson, who has laboured in Italy for many years,
here gives us some stories of the conversion of Roman Catholics to the
Truth in Christ Jesus, and deeply interesting and instructive they
are. No child of God can read this book without being cheered
by the manifest power of the Gospel to meet the needs of those who
are bound in the toils and superstitions of Rome. It is full of profit
to those who are labouring in the Lord's vineyard. We rejoice in such
a work, with its sixteen beautiful photographs, and believe it to be
calculated to do much good.
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