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No. XXIV.
" And I, brethren, tchcn I came to yozo, came not to'itl! excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l CORINTHIANS ii. 1, 2.

"THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE."
"THE blood-washed multitude of GOD'S redeemed have shouted
their last' Alleluia ' over the judged woman who sat upon the beast,
and 'her smoke rose up for ever and ever' (Rev. xix. 3). The
beast is taken, and with him the false prophet: 'These both were
cast alive into a lake of fire, burning with brimstone' (Rev. xix. 20).
The first and second resurrections are over. Satan loosed from
his chain comes before us the vanquished serpent, crushed in his
last battle, now to receive his long-threatened doom. The third
temptation is past. The First Man, the Second Man, the Perfect
Man, each has met the great foe in turn, and the end of each ordeal
of conllict has proved to the' Prince of Darkness to be disaster,
to Man grace abounding, and to JEHOVAH glory and honour. The
great white throne is set, and GOD'S own Knm is seated ·thereon.
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The earth and the heaven have fled away from before the face
of the enthroned RIGHTEOUS ONE !
" , And the devil that deceived them was east into the lake of fire
and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall
be tormented day and night for ever and ever' (Rev. xx. 10).,
, " This text is the last mention of Satan in the Word of GOD. It
affords a fearfully grand view of the completeness of the EXECUTION
of the Divine sentence passed thousands of years ago.
"Upon the subject of Satan's doom the reader's attention is
again directed to the following Scripture facts :"1. For this final execution of righteous Divine wrath upon
them the fallen angels are said to be reserved. (2 Pet. ii. 4; J ude 6.)
"2. These apostate creatures are fully aware of, and with
shudders expect, their doom. (James ii. 19, with Luke viii. 28.)
"3. This fiery portion is Divinely 'prepared.' (Matt. xxv. 41,
with 2 Thess. i. 7-9; Heb. x. 26, 27.)
"4. It would seem that Satan's execution will follow i=ediately upon his last success amongst men. (Compare Rev. xx. 9, 10.)
"5. His doom will be one of abject hopelessness and everlasting
torment. (Rev. xx. 10, with Matt. viii. 29.)
" An awful and a fitting representation is thus given us of the
C<J1nplete subjugation of SIN in the persons of the trinity of evilthe great Liar, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet-to the GOD
of Truth, the CHRIST OF GOD, and the WITNESSER OF JESUS, the
Divine TRINITY.
" And here, in concluding these remarks on the final doom of
the devil, it should be asserted with all the force that the Word of
GOD has attached to this Divine sentence on the author of human
sin, and in spite of the popular delusion which this fallen spirit
ever seeks to foster, that his torment will be ' for ever and ever,'
.i~ rov~ aiw.a~ rw. aiw."",. The fierceness of the wrath of J EHOVAH
against sin, both angelic and human, being a righteous thing,
it will never cease, to be, for no amount of 'torment' suffered
by a guilty creaturecan ever make atonement for the transgression
of His law Who is infinitely holy. If it be asked how Satan will,
as a spirit, suffer, the ouly answer is, GOD has said he will be
'tormented; but has not revealed to man the modus. Enough
for ns that as redemption and salvation from hell are inseparably
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one in GOD'S plan, so as there is no redemption for evil spirits
(Heb. ii. 16), deliverance from Gchenna is, and must remain, an
eternal impossibility.
" No amnesty is ever so much as hinted at for the inhabitants
of the smoking abyss. No relief in that awful state of despair
is once mentioned from Genesis to Revelation. The rich man
asked but a drop of cold water to cool his parched tongue, being
, in torment: but it could not be, and that even before the great
white throne of final judgment was set. The secrets of the burning
pit are not revealed to us, more than that anguish most bitter,
weeping, wailing, gnashing of teeth, and the blackness of darkness,
are the everlasting portion of the lost, and that GOD, the source
of all goop., will be ABSENT FOR EVER AND EVER !
" Neither, so far as the testimony of Holy Scripture goes, is
there a word to justify the belief that Satan in his final condition
of perdition will have the slightest show of authority over any
fallen creature, angelic or human. Upon the sentence of Paradise
taking effect upon the devil, from that moment, it would appear,
the KING OF KINGS and LORD OF LORDS has death, hell, and sin
eternally beneath His feet; while the complete subjection of the
devil, his angels, and also rebel men, will bear everlasting witness
to the holiness, righteousness, justice, and faithfulness of JEHOVAH
-FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST
.
"In the course of the foregoing observations upon the subject
of Satanism, it is hoped that the reader has noted the following
Bible truths ; "1. That this fallen world of ours is, so far as sin goes, subject
to the potent influence and interference of an apostate spirit, wh<r
has a direct warrant from the Divine GOVERNOR of heaven and
earth to test the work of His hands.
"2. That, in the prosecution of his fell design against man,
this fallen spirit, called the Serpent and Satan, is supported
by untold legions of apostate angels like himself.
.
"3. That the power and lLctivity of these myriads of spiritual
beings, all bent upon the injury of the human race for "time and
eternity, are second only to those of Deity, and that consequently
man in his fallen estate being inferior to them in intelligence and
knowledge is a ready prey te their subtle influences.
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"4. That even our blessed LORD Himself, notwithstanding the
hopelessness of Satan's attacks upon Him, was yet subject to
the defiant, taunting, and malevolent assaults of this foul spirit.
"5. That, his knowledge being progressive and his intelligence
very extraordinary, Satan sees that the end of his opportunity to
distress GOD'S Church is drawing nigh, and therefore, with increasing persistency, is drawing together his forces, human and angelic,
against every true believer, and against the Church as a whole.
"6. That the devil is the active agent of all temptation in man.
" 7. That the New Testament Scriptures abound in references
to the personality, offices, works, energies, intrigues, objects, and
judgment of this Evil Spirit. Oon/. 1 Cor. x. 13; 2 Cor. ii. 11,
. xi. 3, 13-15; Galatians (throughout); Ephesians (srope); Rom.
xvi. 20; Col. ii. 15; 1 Thess. ii. 18; 2 Thess. ii. 9; 1 Tim. iii.
6, 7, iv. 1, v. 15; 2 Tim. ii. 26; Heb. ii. 14; James ii. 19, iv. 7 ;
1 Peter v. 8, 9; 1 John iii. 8, 10; Jude; Rev. xviii. 2 (visible
Church I). xii. 9, 12, xx., and many others.
"From all which considerations, the reader is earnestly asked
to observe that-"(a). It is no light matter to be an enemy of Satan's. And
all who, through grace, have fled the kingdom of darkness, and
have, by SPIRIT- wrought faith, laid hold upon CHRIST JESUS for
salvation, will and must be tried and proved by the devil. The
saints alone are tempted.
"(b). To make sport of Satan's existence, names, and devices,
is alike a grievous sin, and, to the invisible deceiver, a great
triumph.
"(c). Since GOD has provided for His tempted people a special
coat of armour, clad in which they are alone equal to resisting
this terrible foe, He has made plain His own estimate of the awful
power and malignity of our enemy, and has also taught us how we
can overcome.
"(d). It is a question fo(each of us, daily, to see well to it by
prayer and watchfulness that we have our souls clothed in this
holy panoply.
"(e). Though with many a fall the believer wage his warfare
with Satan (within and without), yet· as surely as CHRIST overcame
meritoriously for His own people, once and for all, so shall they
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also experimentally, and finally, get the victory, gIVIng all the
glory to a Covenant GOD-FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST."
Of this we may be very sure that, knowing his time as god of
this world is drawing to a close, Satan" will spare no pains while yet
time lasts to put forth all his craft, power, and malice against the
Church of GOD. As to the world, he knows that that lies in him,
'the Wicked One' (I John v. 19). [The Authorized Version translates the original-n "u"I'0~ OAO~ i" Ti(> r.o"~pi;' ",iTU'-' the whole
world lieth in wickedness,' but Alford and others have more specifically expressed the potential and personal headship of the world
thus-' in the Wicked One.' And here it may be remarked that
there is little room for question as to that petition in the LORD'S
Prayer-p;;tT'" ;'I'-ii~ i,,," TO;; r.o"~po;;-that it implies deliverance
from the Evil One, and not from evil itself only. Amongst the
eminent authorities who have read TO;; "O"'IPO;; in the masculine
rather than in the neuter gender are Chrysostom (A.D. 347-407),
Theophylact (A.D. 1071), Erasmus, Beza, and others (Reformation period).] In the case of the unbelieving and disobedient,
'his goods are in peace.' The Godless are his blinded slaves.
Surely nothing less than Satanic power is implied in that Scripture which says, 'If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are
lost: in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of
CHRIST, Who is the image of GOD, should shine unto them' (2 Cor.
iv. 3, 4). Perhaps no more fearful evidence that the devil is on
earth and enthroned in the heart of man can be given than that
mnltitudes hear the Gospel of GOD'S salvation, not only without
spiritual benefit, but to oppose it, to contemn it, and to trample
it under foot as offensive to natural pride and man's boasted freewill. This present estate of Satan on earth, however, is but for
a time, a time decreed. Fallen from the heavenlies in the pride
of his rebellion, and not yet humbled, he shall shortly be bruised
under the feet of the now persecuted Church of the Firstborn (Rom.
xvi. 20); for that Church, seated beside her glorious LORD
JESUS shall, with Him, judge angels (I Cor. vi. 3) and the world
(I Cor. vi. 2), shall raise the Hallelujah song and shout the
triumphs of that blood of the LAMB by which, with the word of
their testimony, they_shall have overcome 'that old serpent,
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called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world'
(Rey,. xii. 9).
. "May GOD the SPIRIT enable us to be sober and vigilant (1 Pet.
v. 8), because of our adversary, whether he come in the grosser
temptations of the flesh, or else as an apostle of CHRIST, 'an angel
of light ~ (2 Cor. xi. 14)."
Oh, that it might be the good pleasure of our heavenly
FATHER to hasten that longed-for day when" the kingdoms of
this world, are become the kingdoms of our LORD, and of His
CHRIST; and' He' shall reign for ever and ever" (Rev. xi. 15).
Meanwhile, beloved in the LORD, let us seek grace to "take
heed, watch and pray"; for we " know not when the time is"
(Mark xiii. 33).
"Now unto Him That is able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy, to the only wise GOD our SAVIOUR, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen" (Jude 24, 25).
CLIFTON, BRISTOL,
May, 1915.

THE EDITOR.

(To be cOntinued hereafter-.D. V.)

SPIRITUAL WORSHIP.
" IF we really believe tbat where two or three are gathered together in

Christ's Name, He is there in the midst of them, actually, though
invisibly, present, we ought to feel that to us the place where He is now
present in spirit is more holy than the place where He was in Person
many hundred years ago; and thus the upper room, the open field,
or our own private chamber, where God condescends to meet with us,
should be to us ' none other than the house of God and the gate of
heaven.' I firmly believe, that if we seek to affect the mind by the
aiel of architecture, painting, or music, the impression produced by
these adjuncts is just so much subtracted from the worship of the
unseen J ehovah. If the outward eye is taken up with material
splendour, or forms of external beauty, the mind's eye sees but little
of' Him Who is invisible': the ear that is entranced with the melody
of sweet sounds listens not to the' still small voice' by which the Lord
!'lakes His presence'known."-Hmchell (1856).

,
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THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER'S EQUIPMENT.
" Put on the whole armour of God." -Ep<IESIANS vi. 11.

the soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ engages in the great
war against the world, the flesh, and the devil, he needs to be
fully equipped for the conflict. For the terrible war against
Germany, Austria and Turkey we need men, but we also need
equipment. The strike amongst the engineers in Scotland caused
considerable concern, because it interfered with the supply of
equipment for the men at the front, and for the men in training.
The supply of all needful things for our army at this time is on a
vast scale. "In one month there were issued to the troops:
450 miles of telephone wire, 570 telephones, 534,000 sandbags,
. 10,000 lb. of dubbing for boots, 38,000 bars of soap, 150,000 pairs
of socks, and 100,000 pairs of boots. In ten days the number of
fur waistcoats given out amounted to 118,160, while during the
same period 315,075 flannel belts were distributed. The weight
of the average weekly issue of vascline for the feet is five tons."
One of the illustrated papers recently showed that the soldier's
equipment includes his clothing, weapons and ammunition; his
knapsack, containing helmet, towel, soap, socks, mess tins, holdall, etc.; his haversack, worn at the side, containing knife, fork,
spoon, mug, grocery, biscuits, bully beef, and meat lozenges;
his entrenching tools, water bottle and sundry other articles.
These facts and figures show how much importance is attached
to the full equipment of our soldiers. A man can not well endurc
the hardships of a campaign unless he is warmly clad. He can not
fight without arms and ammunition. If he is to be strong and
vigorous he must be well fed, and if he is to be healthy and comfortable he must keep himself clean. Now all these things are needed
by the Christian soldier, and they are provided for him.
1. He is supplied with suitable uniform.
He has reason to say, "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,my
soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with the
garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of
righteousness" (Isa. lxi. 10). The garments of salvation give to
BEFORE
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the Christian soldier the warmth and glow of assurance. He is
assured that God hath saved him and called him with a holy
calling. He has been saved from the hand and power of the
enemy. He is saved in. the Lord with an everlasting salvation.
In facing the foe assurance is half the battle. The believer is
assured on the authority of the word of Him Who can not lie that
his enemies can never gain a complete and final vietory over him.
God hath appointed salvation for walls and bulwarks round about
His people.
" Though many foes beset your road,
And feeble is your arm,
Your life is hid with Christ in God,
Beyond the reach of harm.
" Weak as you are, you shall not faint;
Or fainting shall not die;
J eSHS, the strength of every saint,
Will aid you from on high."
"The robe of righteousness" covers the Christian soldier from
head to foot. This, too, gives him assurance. He knows that
all his righteousnesses are as filthy rags, but the Lord Jesus is
"THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS." Clothed with His righteousness the believer is filled with courage, confidence, and hope.
" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.
" Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay ~
While through Thy blood absolved I am
From sin's tremendous curse and shame."
2. He is equipped with Divine armour.
He is instructed to "put on the whole armour of God" that
he "may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil." This
armour is made up of many pieces.
There is the girdle of truth. "Having your loins girt about
with truth." "Thy Word is truth." The girdle is intended to
draw together the loose flowing robes of the warrior, so that they
w:iII not impede his activities.
The Christian soldier must fully approprillte the whole truth

'

--_~------_~----

The Gospel Magazine

329

of God. The tl1lths of electing love, redeeming grace, sanctifying
power, justifying righteousness, adopting, guiding, preserving and
glorifying mercy must all be appropriated, grasped, and firmly
held. Girded with Divine truth, the Christian soldier is ready to
march unimpeded against the enemy.
" The breastplate of righteousness" is a very important piece of
Divine armour. "Who shall lay any.thing to the charge of God's
elect? " if they are accounted righteous before God on the ground
that the obedience unto death of their great Substitute is imputed
to them. No shells, wherever manufactured, can penetrate this
breastplate.
The shoes of readiness or preparedness. Shod with the readiness
produced by the Gospel of peace, the believer is prepared to walk
worthy of his vocation, to fight the good fight of faith, and to
march as a pilgrim who looks for the" city which hath foundations,
whose Builder and Maker is God."
" The shield of faith." "Above all taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked." The Christian soldier must never for a moment trust
ill himself. If he is to be victorious over the enemy, he must trust
in "the living God, Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy."
" This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith"
(1 John v. 4). Faith was the distinguishing mark of the Old
Testament warriors, "who through faith subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths
of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight,
turned to flight the armies of the aliens." Have faith, then, in
God, ye whose names are enrolled in the Lamb's book of life.
What time you are afraid, let your trust be in Him. Say," Behold,
God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid." Only thus
shall you be "able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked."
We live by faith, we walk by faith, we stand by faith, we fight
by faith. Victory is of the Lord. Therefore in the Lord let us
put our trust. Vain is the help of man. Through Him we will
push down our enemies. Addressing Goliath of Gath, David
said, "Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and
with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts,
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the God of the armies of Israel, Whom thou hast defied. This
day will the Lord deliver thee unto my hand." David's faith
was rewarded. The Lord stood by him and gave him the victory.
" The helmet of salvation" parries the deadly blows which are
aimed at the head of the believer. Saved in the Lord with an
everlasting salvation, he can say, "0 God the Lord, the strength
of my salvation, Thou hast covered my head in the day of battle"
(Psa. cx!' 7).
" The sU'ord of the Spirit." This is the Word of God, a weapon
not only for defensive purposes, but also for offensive. The
Christian soldier is to firmly grasp this great weapon, and use it
to attack the strongholds of Satan, and to defend himself against
the enemy. It was with this weapon that "the Captain of our
salvation" resisted and defeated the great enemy of our souls.
\Vhat need there is for sword practice if we are to be efficient in
the use of this weapon! We can only become" mighty in the
Scriptures" by daily and prayerful and accurate study in dependence on the teaching of Him Who inspired them. The Christian
soldier is to sta·lid. He is never to turn his back upon the enemy.
No armour is provided for the back. There must be no thought
of defeat. The foe is to be faced with courage. He may be
strongly entrenched. His numbers may be great, his artillery
strong and powerful, but victory over him is assured. Stand,
then, girded with truth, having the breastplate of righteousness,
the shoes of preparedness, the shield of fait.h, the sword of the
Spirit, but stand praying, "praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints." The Christian soldier
is always to pray and never to faint. 'While facing the foe he is
cver to be looking up to Him \Vho alone can give victory. He
is to remember in his prayers all the Lord's people who are fighting
the Lord's battles. Supplication for all the warrior saints is to
be made. All at the front are to be remembered in prayer.
" Satan trembles when he sees
The weakest saint upon· his knees.
" While Moses stood with arms spread wide,
Success was found on Israel's side;
But when through weariness they failed,
That moment Amalek prevailed."
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3. He is equipped with food supplies.
The Christian soldier needs to be well fed if he is to fight valiantly against the world, the flesh and the devil. Abundant
spiritual nourishment is provided for him. The Incarnate Word
is his food. Christ says, " I am the Bread of Life; he that cometh
to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall
never thirst." All the longings of the believer's soul are met by
Him. "If any man eat· of this bread, he shall live for ever."
The written Word is his food. The Psalmist fed upon it. He said,
" How sweet are Thy words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than
honey to my mouth!" (Psa. Cldx. 103). Jeremiah fed upon it.
He said, "Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy
Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart" (Jer. AV.
16). The Word of God is suited for Christians of all ages. Newborn babes are to desire ·the sincere milk of the Word that they
may grow thereby. Those who are of full age are ready for the
strong meat of the Word. The wine and mille of the Gospel are
freely given to all thirsty souls "without money and without
price," and God says to them, "Hearken diligently unto Me, and
eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness" (Isa. Iv. 2). If we are to be well nourished we need to
take time for those spiritual feasts which are afforded to those
who prayerfully and regularly read, mark, learn and inwardly
digest the Scriptures.
4. Lastly, the Christian soldier is supplied with the means /01"
daily cleansing.
The Lord says to His people, " If I wash thee not, thou hast no
part with Me." On the other hand He says, "He that is bathed
needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit"
(John xiii. 8, 10). The believer is daily manifesting defilement,
and he is in daily need of washing at the Fountain which has been
opened for sin and uncleanness. "The blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanseth us from all sin." We may therefore" come
boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy." Our
frequent cry will need to be, "Wash me throughly from mine
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin," and our God is "faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." If you, dear reader, are indeed" a good soldier of
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Jesus Christ," seek to appropriate afresh the garments of salvation, put on the whole armour of God, feed daily on the Word,
and wash daily at the Fountain.
" Strong in the Lord of Hosts,
And in His mighty power;
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts
Is more than conqueror.

Bath.

"Stand, then, in His great might,
With all His strength endued;
But take, to arm you for the fight,
The panoply of God."
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
THE CAPTAIN OF OUR SALVATION.
PSALM xxvii. 1.

[IN sending us the following verses" Jabez" writes :-" I felt a
sacred pleasure in hearing this hymn sung, and a few days after, on
reading the article by the Rev. Thomas Houghton, of Bath, in THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for :i\fay, I was constrained to send it on to you."
-En.]
" l\1Y Captain sounds the alarm of war, Awake! The powers of hell are near!
, To arms, To arms,' I hear Him cry,
• 'Tis yours to conquer, not to die! "
" Roused by the animating sound,
I cast my eager eyes around,
Make haste to gird my armour on,
And bid each trembling fear begone.
" Hope is my helmet, Christ my shield,
Thy Word, my God, the sword I wield,
With sacred truth my loins are girt,
And holy zeal inspires my heart.
" Thus armed I venture on the fight,
Resolved to put my foes to flight,
While Jesus kindly deigns to spread
His conquering banner o'er my head.
" In Him I hope, in Him I trust,
His bleeding cross is all my boast,
Through troops of foes He'll lead me on
To vict.ory and a victor's crown."
SAMUEL STENNETT (1727-1795).
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Look upon Zion."-IsAIAH xxxiii. 20.

WE shall refer to the whole of the above verse later, but for occasion's
sake, these three words are chosen out of it. It is as though the Prophet
would say, Consider Zion; keep thine eye upon her; remember how
her God has made her the subject of all His faithful and Covenant
promises in Jesus, and how in her, as the Church of the living God,
is shown forth all " the manifold wisdom of God."
And to-day we would" look upon Zion," keep oUl' eye upon her,
even in this the time of her trouble. She has down all the ages gone
in the appointed pathway-" through much tribulation." The saints,
her heaven-born inhabitants, have been brought" through fire and
water" into" a wealthy place"; neither has the flood drowned nor
the fire consumed her, and Zion lives to-day, and to her it may besaid,
" It shall be well." And why? For," the Lord hath founded Zion, and
the poor of His people shall trust in it." And that is why we can" look
upon Zion " with complacency. It is because she is builded on that
one Foundation, and they who trust in her Lord" shall be as mount
Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever."
The mount Zion of the Holy Land was" beautiful for situation, the
joy of the whole earth." She was surrounded by those hills which
testified that" so the Lord is round about His people from henceforth
even for ever." She was chosen for the Lord's dwelling-place-" God
will establish it for ever." There were the streams which made" glad
the city of God"; within her palaces God was h'llOWn; she was surrounded by " walls and bulwarks," and thither the tribes went up to
worship. The thrice-holy feet trod her slopes and the mnltitudes
gathered to hear the words of blessing from His Divine lips, and in and
out of her temple courts went the Son of man as the one and true Light
of the world. The:re were inqnirers for" the way Zionward "; thither
went the pilgrinlS who, in valley or on hill-top, heard of the" glorious
things" spoken of the city of God. High value did J ehovah set upon
His Zion, and well did He love her gates.
Thus all in type set forth the Zion which is from above, the heaven·
born and celestial citizens, the pilgrims to that Better Country, who
declare plainly that they seek it, hope for it, long after it. And this is
the spiritual Zion of our text.
" Zion is Jehovah's dwelling,
There ' The King of kings' appears;
Hers is glory far excelling
All the worldHng sees or hears.
Zion's walls are everlasting,

Formed through endless years to shine;
Strength and beauty, never wasting,

'Show their origin Divine.
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" Zion claims peculiar honour,

High 'distinction marks her lot;
Light eternal shines upon her;
Hers a sun that faileth not.
Zion's city hath foundations,
God Himself hath raised her walls,
She survives the wreck of nations,
Zion stands, whatever falls.
"' Happy they, who, now discerning

Zion's glory, thither move I
Earth with all its honours spurning,
Zion is the place they love;
There the Lord, His face disclosing,
Fills His people's hearts with joy,
While, from all thei r toils reposing,
Bliss is theirs without alloy.
"Brethren, let the prospect cheer us;
Fair the lot that's cast for us,
When we call, our God will hear us:
Happy who are favoured thus!
Let the timid fear no longer,
What though earth and hell oppose?
He Who pleads our cause is stronger,

Stronger far than all our foes."
Thus sang the beloved Thomas Kelly in 1806, and the saints of God
are singing the same Divinely implanted truths to-day, and expect
" a bright to-morrow" in that City which. eternally founded, will
" survive the wreck of nations" and" stand, whatever falls."
" Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see
Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken
down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed. neither
shall any of the cords thereof be broken. But there the glorious Lord
will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go
no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby. For the
Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King;
He will save us. Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well
strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail: then is the prey
of a great spoil divided; the lame take the prey, And the inhabitant
shall not say, I aID sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven
their iniquity." Yes," look upon Zion" in her calling. Hers is a
calling of heavenly birth. She has been called out; estranged from
and set apart from the evil world, and therefore her desires, her aspirations, her walk and conduct through this world declare plainly that
though in it she is not of it. She is seen coming up out of the wilderness
" leaning upon her Beloved." She follows after holiness, and she
reaches forward unto heavenly attainments. True. she falters and
fails. She nears many a precipice, but is snatched back at the last
moment. She meets with many a snare and pitfall, but is preserved
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and holden up. She is recalled from many a backsliding step, and is
brought back from many a bypath, and she glories in that golden
word kept-" kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation."
Look upon Zion," too, in her conversation. "For our conversat,ion," says the Apostle Paul, " is in heaven." The Church of God is
born from above; estranged from earth, constituted a pilgrim, a
stranger, a sojourner here, she is foreign to the world and its ways.
If she desires to live Godly, she finds all as a waste howling wilderness
around her, and she is set apart, marked off with a people of pure
language, deemed" peculiar," as indeed she is, being" made to differ"
from those around her. Is it any wonder that the world scorns her,
and the professing world takes refuge in the scoff that she is too
peculiar, too strict, too narrow, that there is not enough elasticity,
charity, broadness, or winning power in her? The professor complains that there is no show of works, no great results, no crowded
places of worship; bu t the Zion of God is well described in our text
as " the city of our solemnities," and that does not suit the carnal
heart. Thcre must be " attractive bright services" to win the young
people; the Lord's day must have its" pleasant afternoons"; the
day's worship must hold forth inducements in more music, a trained
choir, even solos and such carnalities! Ah!" The city of our solemnities" has been taught to deal with eternal realities; she has tasted of
the pure milk of the Word; she has eaten the bread that cometh down
from heaven, and the husks of the world will no longer satisfy. She
has heard the unalterable word of J ehovah-Jesus, " God is a Spirit;
and they that worship Him must "-there is no alternative, hence no
offering of carnal for spiritual-" worship Him in spirit and in truth" ;
" The Father seeketh such to worship Him." Solid and substantial
joys are hers, though oft sanctified maybe by the cup of sorrow, and
she takes her way solemnly, conscious of eternal" pleasures" awaiting her after the night of weeping. Her heart is set upon thing" above,
and thus" thine eyes shall see J ernsalem a quiet habitation." How
truly this describes her! How she loves to turn aside and feed beside
the Shepherd's tent; to go apart from the whirl of the world, the
bustle of the busy throng, the noise of the giddy thoughtless multitude,
the frivolity of the lovers of pleasure, into some little humble room
of a saint, whose" quiet habitation" proves to be a Bethel-" none
other but the house of God," the very gate of heaven. A sanctity
pervades it, the atmosphere one breathes is heavenly. The heart
warms; "as in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to
man," and they speak of Him, the King of Zion, Whom they love past
all telling. Thus they drink of the streams of grace flowing from
the fountain-head, which make glad the city of their God.
Again, "look upon Zion" in her consummation. "There the
glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams;
wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass
thereby. For the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, the
Lord is our King; He will save us. Thy tacklings are loosed; tJwy,
U
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could not well strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail:
then is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame take the prey. And
the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: thc people that dwell therein
shall be forgiven their iniquity." 'l'hcy have known but" one hope"
of their" calling," as the Apostle says. There has been but one
gracious theme of conversation, and there can be but one climax to
their pilgrimage, even "Christ in you, the hope of glory." Grace
consummated; grace in fruition; faith swallowed up in sight;
unveiled Presence; full satisfaction!
Here, the path is a path of tribulation, of love in limitation, of many
cares, sorrows, trials, difficulties, afflictions, snares and pitfalls. But
Zion stands surrounded, Zion remains upheld, and is well defended.
Zion is built upon the Rock of ages, and will be brought through all.
" Let thine eye look upon Zion." Through her, you will see Zion's
God, the Author and Finisher of her salvation, her mighty Defender,
her Keeper, her Life, her Hope, her Joy. Let not one inhabitant of
Zion grow weary, sad or disconsolate, nor give way to fear. True, in
our low moments we sometimes get where Elijah did, and are ready to
exclaim, " I only am left." But listen to a gifted writer on this sublime
subject, and may the words bring comfort and cheer.
" We may learn from this declaration of God to Elijah, in reply to
his complaint, never to talee too gloomy at desponding a view 0/ the position and prospects of the Ohurch. However reduced in number and
influence and piety the Church of God may apparently become; however feeble the spark, it can not be quenched, it can not die. The
true Israel often and again have been reduced to the lowest ebb, the
bush burning with fire ready to be consumed: but the living God was
in the bush, and defied the destroying flames. Witness in the days of
Noah when all ' the remnant according to the election of grace' "'as
contained in an ark of gopher wood, eight souls all that linked the antediluvian and patriarchal believers. Yet that ark (true symbol of the
Jiving Church within) rode triumphant through tempest and storm.
Witness the Church in the Apostolic days when a handful of trembling
hearts met for prayer in the upper chamber in Jerusalem, their
influence nothing, their Master gone, the world against them! Yet the
stone' cut from the mountain' gathered strength as it bounded along,
crushing in its course the vcnerated idolatries of centuries and establishing itself into' a kingdom that shall never be destroyed.' Witness
the Church of the Middle Ages, hunted down, persecuted, , destitute,
afflicted, tormented,' driven to one small asylum and munitions of
rocks in an Alpine valley. Or in a later century, when the darkness was more desperate still, and when the brave outspoken man,
previously alluded to· as the Elijah of the times, denounced with
trumpet voice the abolmding' corruptions, and awoke Europe from
the slumber of death into new and glorious life. In those ages, as in
our own, and in every age that is to come, however sad the degeneracy
and apostate faith, there was, and there ever will be, a pious remnant
;" _ that will preserve the mass from corruption and decay. Elijah,
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in his moody moping melancholy, had no memory to recall Obadiah
and the fifties he had been hiding in the caves of Israel, pious lonely
)mmble ones who were weeping in secret over the abominations of the
land. Besides, he had been judging of the power and progress of
true religion by a false standard. He had been taking his estimate
from the jubilee of Carmel, just as many now do from the loud Shibboleths, flaming zeal and display of party. God forms His from the lowly
faith and love of His own hidden ones, those seven thousand whose
hearts are open and known only to Him Who seeth in secret. Let us
not then be among the number of those who, like Elijah, would take
too gloomy a view of the times, who can see nothing but the exterminating sword of Hazael and J ehu, the disastrous demolition of all
Churches and the breaking up of all creeds; who anticipating such
lawless times would leave in despair Churches to decay and perish, just
as they would leave a wrecked vessel to go to pieces on the sands or
rocks where it has drifted, instead of using every effort to get it disentangled, restore its shattered hull, replace its shattered timbers, and
set it once more afloat on the waters. Uproot, destroy, that is too
often man's gloomy destructive policy, man's cure and panacea for
evil; 'fling the reins on the courser's neck,' abandon the steam-engine
to its mad unchecked career to carry terror and destruction in its
course. Na.y, says God, Mine is a nobler conservative philosophy.
He watches over and strengthens the things that remain, that are
ready to die, despite all ominous and threatening signs of the times,
though infidelity with flaunting banners, with brazen brow, and crime
with stained dagger, and Mammon with its hydra-head holding all
classes spell-bound with imperial sway, though all these singly and
combined should bode evil and disaster, threaten to bring our altars
into jeopardy, and cause many, as Eli, to be seated on the wayside
trembling for the ark of God; yet fear not, the ark is in safe custody.
There were ever, and there are now, faithful hands to guard it . . .
the true gold undiscernible in the dross, which will come to light in
the time of refining, true filings of steel which from the bed of dust
will leap to the attracting magnet. Even though witnessing in sack·
cloth God will have His witnesses still. Oh! amid the sickening harrowing tale of the world's corruptions and miseries and the Church's luke·
warmness and apostasy, let us ever think of the loyal seven thousand
who are keeping the fires of judgment in check, arresting the angels in
the outpouring of the prophetic vials. And even should darker days
come, as they will come, when iniquity shall abound and the love of
. many wax cold, there will ever be a breakwater of ' living stones' that
will prevent an utter overflow of the destroying flood and suppression
of the old landmarks. The Church of Christ ransomed with His
blood can not die. ' God is in the midst of her; she shall not be
moved: God shall help her, and that right early.' 'I have left Me,'
says He That is the guarantee of the Church's indestructibility,
and He will not suffer His own work to perish.
" And to individual ministers of Christ there is a comforting and
22
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encouraging lesson too in all this,' in their relation to their individual
flocks as well as to the Church universal; never to despond in their
work. It may be growing when they know it not. They may be
mourning in secret that all they do is vain and ineffectual. They may
go home from their pulpits with aching and saddened hearts, feeling
that their words are powerless, their success marred, their usefulness
impeded, their congregations pulseless-lifeless-dead. Not so. There
may be work unseen and unknown to them going on in many a heart.
Souls arrested, stricken, comforted; humble hidden ones wrestling
for them and their work in secret; characters moulding through their
teaching; noble resolves made and registered in the sanctuary under
the words of eternal life. The sermon they thought least powerful,
perhaps aimless and purposeless, lo! some dying lips whisper with the
latest breath, ' Those words were the first that went like an arrow to
my heart and taught me to think and pray.' They may have no
Carmel heights with their pomps and splendours. It matters not.
Give them rather the lowly seven thousand scattered in the caves of
Israel-holy hearts-simple faith-obedient lives. Who hath despised
the day of small things? "-[From " The Prophet of Fire," by the
Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D.]
. Oh, it is and it will be eternally well with God's Zion. Her God has
His eye upon her and His heart there continually. Jehovah Shammah
is written on her walls. Where she is, there is her God-her glory in
the midst of her, her defence. Like Moses, we may turn aside to see
this great sight-the bush burnt but not consumed.
" Look upon Zion "-the Zion whom the Lord loved. Two armies
may be seen with her, a large company, as she cometh up out of the
wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved. She has a great fight of afflictions to endure. The two armies are antagonistic-nature and grace
will engage in deadly conflict until even " a troop may overcome"
her; but she" shall overcome at the last." Oh! is it not for Zion to
rejoice and be glad? Is not her King coming unto her? Is there
not a Deliverer, an Emancipator, a mighty Breaker, Who is on His
way, Whose chariot-wheels are heard, Whose feet are seen in the
clouds which now envelop Christendom? "Look upon Zion .. in this
time of her straits and sorrows. Onward and homeward travel the
weary footsore pilgrims. Everyone of them in Zion will appear before
God. Everyone reaches the golden gate of the City. The City lieth
foursquare and her gates a·re four. On come her travellers. From
the north of affliction, from the south of the sun, from the east, of its
rising, and from the west, of its setting; but all enter and reach Home
at last, and Zion's King shall reign victorious. Conquered for her is
every foe, all enemies put under His feet, and"When the shore is gained at last,
Who will count the billows past? '
" The inhabitant shall. not say, I am sick: the people that dwell
therein shall be forgiven their iniquity." Just as at the Creation the
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Spirit brooded upon the face of the waters, and at the word of Jehovah
light and life" were" where had been chaos and darkness, so will He
soon revisit the present scene of confusion and upheaval of nations,
and fulfil His word, " Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth" ;
"Behold, I make all things new." Oh, glad day! Oh, longed-for,
much looked-for day! whenli

Zion's King shall reign victorious,

All the earth shall own His sway,
He will make His Kingdom glorious,
He will reign through endless da y
What though none on earth assist Him?
God requires no help from man;

What though all the world resist Him?
God will realize His plan."
Beloved, if God's eye is thus upon His Zion, let thine eye also look
upon her, for it is Zion's God That all will adore. The angelic
throng will accord all honour, praise and glory to Jesus. Every
creature will be bound to declare "Just and true are all Thy ways,"
whilst every redeemed sinner will sing eternal praises to the Lamb
Tbat bought them, sought them, and kept them, by His own most
precious blood. There the Zion of God, the Lamb's wife, will be seen
" having the glory of God," and her light" like unto a stone most
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal." His glory all and
in all, and she lost in Him. Each one then shall look upon Zion's
Christ with undimmed eye, and be ravished, changed, satisfied,
throughout the countless ages of eternity. May it be ours to glorify
Him in some humble hidden measure even now, beloved.

R.

ALL the differepce betwio<:t a good Jew and a good Christian consists
in this: the one waited for the first coming of Christ, in the weakness
of mortal flesh; the other waits for His second coming in the majesty
of immortal glory.
CONSIDER the arguments calculated to remove the fear of death.
It may be necessary to premise that the consolations of religion belong
only to real Christians; for the wicked have just reason to dread the
approach of death. But such as are humbled under a sense of their
own unworthiness, and who have fled to Christ for pardon and salvation, they have no cause to apprehend either the pain or the consequences of death; because first, the sting of death is taken away;
secondly, because death is no longer an enemy but a friend. Instead
of threatening us with misery, it invites us to happiness. Thirdly,
the safety of our state is founded on the oath, the purpose, and the
promises of God. A fourth argument calculated to remove the fear
of death, is the consideration of the benefits resulting from it. The
benefits wbich believers receive from Christ at the resurrection also, is
a fifth argument calculated to remove the fear of death.-J. Grove.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. THOMAS BOSTON, M.A.
(1676-1732.)

OF all the names that adorn the annals of piety in our land, there is
not, perhaps, one more uniformly associated in the minds of many
of our countrymen with the religion of the heart, than that of one
of the most eminent of our Scottish divines, the AUTHOR of the
" FOURFOLD STATE." THOMAS BOSTOX, in his Life written by himself,
tells us that he was born in the town of Duns, on the 17th March,
1676, that he was the youngest of seven children, and having been
horn in his mother's old age, he was frequently spoken of as a " God's·
send." Of his parents little is known, but both of them appear to
have served the Lord. His father, indeed, suffered imprisonment
as a nonconformist, which shows this much at least, that he looked
upon religion as a matter of vital importance. BOSTON wa~ very
early sent to school, and before the age of eight he could read the
Bible and understand the historical parts of it, in which, even at that
period of his life, he found the greatest pleasure. But though, young
as he was, he might have called the Word of God his delight, and though
in his conduct man, who looks only npon the outward appearance,
could not find much to blame in him, it was not till the twelfth year
of his age that by means of the preaching of Henry Erskine, father of
Ralph and Ebenezer, he became savingly alive to his lost state by
nature, and to the glorious provision made for fallen man in the
Gospel. We thns see that while his heart was yet tender he was
brought to the Lord, and as the natural fruit of early piety, he experienced much of the pleasure of religion, while his youthful hreast
glowed with love to God, as his Father and his Friend.
Having attended the school of Duns for some four or five years,
and obtained a good knowledge of Latin and a slight acquaintance
with Greek, it was his desire to enter the University, hut the want of
funds prevented his doing so during two years. 'rhis circumstance
aJmost made him lose heart, and he would have given up his views of
the ministry and chosen a trade, had not his father encouraged him.
" Meanwhile," says he, " the difficulties I had to grapple with in the
way of my purpose, put me to cry to the Lord in prayer on that head,
that He Himself would find means to bring it about. And I well
remember the place where I was wont to address the throne of grace
for it, having several times thereafter had occasion to mind it, in
giving thanks, for that He had heard the prayers there put up for
that effect."

THE

REV.

THOMAS

BOSTON,
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His father being enabled, after two years, to pay the expenses of
his education, he entered the University of Edinburgh in the year
1691. Having completed the curriculum, which extended at that
time only to three preparatory sessions, he entered the Divinity Hall,
under the professorial care of Dr. George Campbell, and devoted
himself to the study of the various branches of theology. Like the
generality of theological students in Scotland at that period, he
supported himself by teaching, and at the close of his first session
undertook the duties of schoolmaster in Glencairn. But not long
after, becoming displeased with the conduct of the minister, he
resigned the charge. The next post he obtained was in the family
of Lieut.-Colonel Bruce of Kennet, as tutor to his step-son, Andrew
Fletcher of Aberlady. His residence in this family he speaks of as
.highly useful to him, especially in wearing off his natural bashfulness,
and in increasing his acquaintance with human nature. And though
that period was not without its troubles, it seems to have been
peculiarly endeared to his recollection by the comforts wherewith
God visited his soul. "There," says he, " I h~.d some Bethels where
I met with God, the remembrance whereof hath many times been
useful and refreshful to me, particularly a place under a tree in Kennet
orchar,~, ~llere, January 21, 1697, I vowed the vow and anointed the
pillar"; and immediately after he adds, "I did there solemnly
covenant with God under a tree, with two great boughs coming from
the root, in the eastern part of the orchard."
Obtaining licence to preach the Gospel, he continued for a time to
reside within the bounds of the Presbytery of Stirling, being domiciled
with Thomas Brown of Barhill; whose sister-in-law, Catherine Brown,
he married at a later period of life. During his temporary sojourn
in that quarter he was diligent in exercising his gifts as a probationer,
by officiating almost every Sabbath in one oBhe neighbouring parishes:
His superior preaching gifts were readily acknowledged and appreciated, especially by his more serious and earnest hearers who had
some experience of the power of Christian Truth in their own hearts.
Being well aware of the deadness of mankind at large to any right
sense of Divine things, he commenced, he tells us, "in a rousing
strain; and would fain have set fire to the devil's nest." But" old
Adam proved too strong for young Melancthon." A kind hint from
a minister of long experience was very helpfnl to young BOSTON·.
" If you were entered," said he, " on preaching Christ, you would find
it very pleasant." "I have often," said BOSTON; "remembered that
word of Mr. Dysart as the first hint given me by the good hand of ,
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my God towards the doctrine of the Gospel." Jesus Christ soon
became his favourite theme.
The principal scene of his ministerial labour was the Merse-his
native district-where he was settled in the parish of Simprin, now
united to that of Swinton, on September 21, 1699. This parish was
one of the smallest in Scotland. Its population, which was contained
in a small village, amounted only to ninety, and though to most men
such a situation would have proved a complete sinecure, the pious
mind of BOSTON, who was intent on his Master's work, regarded
the circumstances as furnishing a peculiarly powerful stimulus to
ministerial activity. He preached twice during the day and in the
evenings gave a catechetical discourse; indeed, so incessant were
his labours with regard to every inhabitant, young and old, of his
parish, that his weak eonstitution must have sunk under his anxieties
and toils had not Providence opportunely opened the way for him
to another sphere of duty.
It was while at Simprin that he married Catherine Brown, a woman
of a kindred spirit ,vith himself, who, to use his own words, " was a
crown to him in his public station and appearances," but whose weak
state of health often pierced his heart, and kept him much on his
knees" before the Disposer of health and sickness." Here, too, he
was introduced to a knowledge of the famous "Marrow of Modern
Divinity," the views of which were condemned by a majority of th~
General Assembly in 1720, on account of its supposed Antinomian
tendency, but which ~lR. BOSTON strongly approved, and he took a
very active part in the controversy caused by that publication.
We now follow him to his new parish of Ettrick, where he was
admitted in June, 1707. In local character, it was the very opposite
to that which he had left. "It was an extremely disunited parish,
and one where there was much profession of religion, and many Bibles,
but very little religious knowledge, and still less of the power of Godliness." There were many things to trouble him here, but the two
principal he states to have been, their great attention to public affairs
compared with their attention to personal religion; and their desertion of his ministry. As example of the former, he says: "The
Sabbath sermons were coldly enough received, but remarkable was
the pricking up of ears when anything relative to the public came on,
which was a wounding observe to me." Besides, there existed much
strife and wickedness, and even profanity, amongst the people. All
these things led him to feel that" he had just come from home, and
was, in a manner, beginning his ministry." But by dealing faithfully
'vith offenders, and insisting in the pulpit on the need men have of
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Christ, these latter transgressions were much restrained, symptoms
of reformation began to appear, his ministry became appreciated,
and his labours blessed to many.
MR. BOSTON was an ardent student, and acquired the character
of an eminent divine, being accomplished in various departments of
theology, and not least in Hebrew. His attainments in Oriental
literature called forth a high eulogium from Michaelis, the most
celebrated scholar of his day, who speaks of "the illustrious and
learned BOSTON, who had discussed the subject of Hebrew punctuation
with so much ingenuity, accuracy, cautious solidity, and attention
to the natural principles of the doctrine, as to leave all others whom
he had read far behind."
His practical works, especially his" FOURFOLD STATE," will never
be forgotten while there are Christians in our country to read them.
Indeed, it is a sure and melancholy evidence of a great religious
decline from the faith of our Scottish forefathers, that the "FOURFOLD STATE" is so little valued in our day by many who profess to
be followers of Christ. Not fewer than eighty editions of the book
have been issued.
MR. BOSTON was in private and domestic life a man of the most
affectionate dispositions and simple habits. His domestic character
is perhaps better depicted in the following hrief quotation than could
be done by volumes. "While I was walking up and down my closet
in heaviness, my little daughter, Jane, whom I had laid in bed,
suddenly raising up herself, said she would tell me a note, and thus
delivered herself: 'Mary Magdalene went to the sepulchre-she went
back again with them to the sepulchre; but they would not believe
that Christ was risen, till Mary Magdalene met Him, and He said to
her, "Tell My brethren." They are My brethren yet.' Thought I,
, And may I think that Christ will own me as one of His brethren
yet?' It was to me as life from the dead."
The most striking feature in his character was piety. Not merely
had he family fasts upon remarkable and sacramental occasions, but
he scarcely ever wrote a letter without first asking the Divine direction and assistance, and not a shower of rain fell, nor a field operation
was finished, nor the most trivial incident allowed to pass, but in
some way he made recognition of God. The end of such a man could
not be but peace. He died on the 20th of May, 1732, in the fiftysixth year of his age, deeply regretted by his people, who had become
devotedly attached to his faithful and zealous ministry. His public
services in the Church of Christ were not much interrupted by his
indisposition. Within the brief period of a fortnight before his death,
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when he was too weak to go out to the church, he preached from a
window in the manse, the auditory standing without. THOMAS
BOSTON died, as has been happily said, "scarcely old in years, but
weary with labour and meet for heaven." There was no lingering
on the brink of the great river. It happened according to his wish
and prayer, that he might end his work and his life together. Sad
must have been the hearts of many in Scotland that day when the
messengers bore the tidings of the death of the saintly THOMAS
BOSTON of Ettrick! "Know ye not that there is a prince and a
great man fallen this day in Israel ~" His name has long been a
household word in many homes in this country, especially in the
West and Highlands and Islands of Scotland, in which parts, indeed
unt-o the present day, together with the names of the great Samuel
Rutherfor.d, Murray M'Cheyne, and others, that of THOMAS BOSTON is
cherished, and his writings much valued. His" FOURFOLD STATE"
alone, from which two extracts are annexed, will serve as a monument
to perpetuate his memory as a faithful and laborious servant of
Christ; yet his record is on high. "He has rested from his labours,
and his works do follow him," and" they that be wise shall shine
as the brightness of the firmament; and they t.hat turn many to
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever."
Haddington.
J. G.
EXTRACTS FROM "HUMAN NATURE IN ITS FOURFOLD STATE."
A View of the Oorruption of Nature.

" THAT you may get a view of the corruption of your nature, I would
recommend to you three things: (1) Study to know the spirituality
and extent of the law of God, for that is the glass wherein you may
see yourselves; (2) Observe your hearts at all times, but especially
under temptation. Temptation is a fire that brings up the scum of
the vile heart: carefully mark the first risings of corruption; (3) Go
to God, through Jesus Christ, for illumination by His Spirit. Lay
out your soul before the Lord, as willing to know the vileness of your
nature: say unto Him, 'That which I know not, teach Thou me.'
And be willing to take light in from the Word. Believe, and you
shall see. It is by the Word that the Spirit teacheth; but without
the Spirit's teaching, all other teaching will be to little purpose.
Though the Gospel were to shine about you like the sun at noon-day,
and this great truth were ever so plainly preached, you would never
see yourselves aright, until the Spirit of the Lord light His candle
within your breast: the fulness and glory of Christ, and the corruption
and vileness of our nature, are never rightly learned, but where the
Spirit of Christ is the teacher.
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" To shut up this weighty point, let the consideration of what has
been said co=end Christ to you all. You that are brought out
of your natural state of corruption, unto Christ, be humble; still
coming to Christ, and improve your union with Him, to the further
weakening of your natural corruption. If you are cured, remember
the cure is not yet perfected, you still go halting. Though it were
better with you than it is, the remembrance of what you were by
nature should keep you low. You that are yet in your natural state,
take this with you: believe the corruption of your nature; and let
Christ and His grace be precious in your eyes. Oh, that you would
at length be serious about the state of your souls! What do you
intend to do 1 You must die; you must appear before the judgmentseat of God. Will you lie down and sleep another night at ease in
this case 1 Do it not: for, before another day, you may be summoned
before God's dreadful tribunal, in the grave-clothes of your corrupt
stat-e; and your vile souls be cast unto the pit of destruction, as a
corrupt lump, to be for ,ever buried out of God's sight. For I testify
unto you all, there is no peace with God, no pardon, no heaven, for
you, in your natural state; you 'are ruined for ever, without remedy.
But Jesus Christ has cleansed souls as vile as yours; and He will yet
cleanse the blood that He has not cleansed (Joel iii. 21)."

The Nature of the Resurrection.

" J OSEPH had a joyful coming out from the prison, Daniel from the
lions' den, and Jonah from the whale's belly: yet these are but faint
representations of the saints coming forth from the grave, at the
resurrection. Then shall they sing the song of Moses and of the Lamb,
in highest strains; death being quite swallowed up in victory. They
had, while in this life, sometimes sung, by faith, the triumphant song
over death and t,he grave, , 0 death, where is thy sting 1 0 grave,
where is thy victory 1 ' (l Cor. xv. 55.) But then they sing the same,
from sight and sense; the black band of doubts and fears, which
frequently disturbed them, and disquieted their minds, is for ever
dispersed and driven away.
" May we not suppose the soul and body of every saint, as in mutual
embrace, to rejoice in each other, and triumph in their happy meeting
again; and the body to address the soul thus 1-' 0 my soul, have
we got together again, after so long a separation 1 Art thou come
back to thine old habitation, never more to remove 1 Oh, joyful
meeting! How unlike is our present state to what our case was,
when a separation was made between us at death! Now is our
mourning turned into joy; the light and gladness sown before, are
now sprung up; and there is a perpetual spring in Immanuel's land.
Blessed be the day in which I was united to thee; whose chief care
was to get Christ in us the hope of glory, and to make me a temple
for His Holy Spirit. 0 blessed soul, which, in the time of our pilgrim-
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age, kept thine eye to the land afar off, but now near at hand! thou
tookest me into secret places, and there madest me to bow these knees
before the Lord, that I might bear a part in our humiliation before
Him: and now is the time that I am lifted up. Thou didst employ
this tongue in confessions, petitions, and thanksgivings, which henceforth shall be employed in praising for evermore. Thou madest these
sometimes weeping eyes, sow that seed of tears, which is now sprung
up in joy that shall never end. I was happily beat down by thee,
and kept in subjection, white others pampered their flesh, and made
their bellies their gods, to their own destruction: but now I gloriously
arise to take my place in the mansions of glory, whilst they are dragged
out of their graves to be cast into fiery flames. Now, my soul, thou
shalt complain no more of a sick and pained body; thou shalt be
no more clogged with weak and weary flesh; I shall now keep pace
with thee in the praises of our God for evermore.' And may not the
soul say, '0 happy day in which I return to dwell in that hlessed
body, which was, and is, and will be for ever, a member of Christ,
a temple of the Holy Spirit! Now I shall be eternally knit to thee:
the silver cord shall never be loosed more: death shall never make
another separation between us. Arise then, my body, and come
away! and let these eyes, which were wont to weep over my sins,
behold with joy the face of our glorious Redeemer; lo! this is our
God, and we have waited for Him. Let these ears, which were wont
to hear the Word of Life in the temple below, come and hear the
Hallelujahs in the temple above. Let these feet, that carried me to
the congregation of saints on earth, take their place among those in
heaven. And let this tongue, which confessed Christ before men,
and used to be still dropping something to His commendation, join
the choir of the upper house, in His praises for evermore. Thou
shalt fast no more, but keep an everlasting feast; thou shalt weep
no more, neither shall thy countenance be overclouded; but thou
shalt shine for ever, as a star in the firmament. We took part
together in the fight, come, let us go together to receive and wear the
crown.'

" But, on the other hand, the wicked shall be raised by the power
of Christ, as a just Judge, Who is to render vengeance to His enemies.
The same Divine power which shut up their souls in hell, and kept
their bodies in the grave, as in a prison, shall bring them forth, that
soul and body together may receive the dreadful sentence of eternal
damnation, and be shut up together in the prison of hell. They shall
come forth from their graves with unspeakable horror and consternation. They shall be dragged forth, as so many malefactors 'out of a
dungeon, to be led to execution; crying to the mountains and to the
rocks to fall on them and hide them from the face of the Lamb. Fearful was the cry in Egypt the night on which the destroying angel
went through, and slew their firstborn. Dreadful were the shouts
at the earth opening her mouth, and swallowing up Dathan and
Abiram, and all that appertained to them. What hideous crying
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then must there be, when, at the sound of the last trumpet; the earth
and sea shall open their mouths, and cast forth all the wicked world,
delivering them up to the dreadful Judge. How will they cry, roar,
and tear themselves! How will the jovial companions weep and
howl, and curse one another! How will the earth be filled with their
doleful shrieks and lamentations, while they are pulled out like sheep
for the slaughter! They who, while they lived in the world, were
profane debauchees, covetous worldlings, or formal hypocrites, shall
then, in anguish lament their case, roaring forth their complaints,
and calling themselves beasts, fools, and madmen, for baving acted
so mad a part in tms life, in not believing what they then heard. They
were driven away in their wickedness, at death: and now all their
sins rise with them; and, like so many serpents, twist themselves
about their wretched souls, and bodies too, which have a frightful
meeting, after a long separation. . . .
"But no complaints will then avail. Oh, that men were wise,
that they understood this, that they would consider their latter end! "

GOD'S WORD EVER IN SEASON.
THE following most interesting letter from an officer at the front
appeared recently in The Yorkshire Post :-" It has been' touch and
go ' with us many a time since the war began, but perhaps we were
never nearer to disaster than last week. A company of the 5th
Yorkshires had been five days without rest, and physical exhaustion
must be added to the terrors of a situation when they found themselves
surrounded by the enemy, and escape seemed impossible. Mind,
these were not case-hardened old soldiers, but young men fresh from
England. Their lieutenant had kept a school, their captain, who was
dead, had managed a brewery, the rank and file consisted of men who
a year ago were postmen, shopmen, plumbers, glaziers, and the like.
Yet they had no thought of surrender, but determined to stick it
out, and in the few moments of breathing-time before the expected
onslaught they read together the 9Ist Psalm. We read the words
and try to imagine the dangers from wmch the Psalmist hoped to be
delivered, but these men had no need to imagine dangers, for they
were there. 'The noisome pestilence' was the foul-smelling gases
generated by the enemy. 'The terror by night' had been the Jack
J ohnsons which even the hours of darkness saw no cessation of, and
when dawn came these g(we place to that which' Hies by day,' the
never-ending hail of bullets. They saw' thousands falling beside
them, and ten thousand at their right hand,' but so far. no harm had
come nigh them. So far, but now the expected assault was coming,
when-what was that 1 It was the British shells over their heads,
and falling on the close formation of the enemy. The little company
was delivered, and not one of them hurt so much as his foot against
a stone."
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NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR,
THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

" When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord: and my
prayer came in unto Thee, into Thine lwly temple."-JoNAH ii. 7.

.

NEVER, I suppose, under similar circumstances has any child of God
besought J ehovah's face for forgiveness and acceptance as did J onah.
J onah was called by the grace of God to be a prophet, and he was sent
on a very difficult errand by his Lord and Master, which displeased
him. It was not according to his expectation. His mission was to
Nineveh, a very ancient city, and a very wioked one. And Jonah
had got knowledge, probably correct knowledge to a very great extent,
that the character of this city was such as to be avoided. It seemed
to him a strange purpose on the part of the Most High God to send one
of His prophets to such a people. There was no sign of repentance on
the part of the Nincvites and no possibility apparently of such a thing.
Jonah was displeased at his mission. I want to say how sad it is that
any true child of God should ever be opposed to the will of God as
revealed to him. How much better it is if any difficult service is
appointed to us, to pause and ask what it all means. God's ways are
always righteous and true and merciful. And as to the extension of
His mercy, what child of God is there who has the liberty to say to Him
Who caller! him out of darkness into light and Who puts him to a mission that he does not like, that he will not accept it 1 That is wrong.
We are safe in asserting that when God sets us a difficult task to perform, He takes the responsibility out of our hands, He takes it. He is
working out His own purposes for His glory. Let Him decide it is for
His glory. It is enough for us to be quiet, to tarry the Lord's leisure
and allow Him to work out His secret designs for His own glory. This
is what Jonah could not accept, but would work out a way for himself.
He would not go to Nineveh. He would seek to avoid that service.
He would go elsewhere, but not to Nineveh. And here it is said he
went to J oppa and found a ship waiting, and engaged a berth in it,
which meant endeavouring to escape the obligation of going to
Nineveh. He found a ship going to Tarshish, far away from Nineveh,
I believe in Spain. He paid the fare, " and went down into it, to go
with them unto Tarshish "-that was the prophet's purpose. Now
we compare the prophet's purpose and the-revealed will of God. The
Lord ignored altogether Tarshish and the plans of J onah, and subjected
his scheme to a very seVere test. The shipmen were heathen, far
removed from the knowledge of God, and they were much perplexed
by the conduct of the prophet. "The Lord sent out [or, cast forth] a
great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so
that the ship was likc to be broken." The Lord knew all about the
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ship, knew the number of her timbers, Itnew where all the nails were,
they were all in their places, but they were in jeopardy-" she was like
to be broken "-the outlook was serious. "Then the mariners were
afraid, and cried every man unto his god "-what could they do else?
Their confidence was in false gods, and in their distress they cried to
these inanimate objects, every man unto his particular god. "And
cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of
them. But J onah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he
lay, and was fast asleep." Fast asleep! How possible it is for men
in those circumstances, or in parallel ones in gravity, to go to sleep in
the hour of danger, in the supreme hour of peril. Fancy, dear hearers,
J onah, a man of God, sound asleep in the sides of the ship! And God
was displeased at his conduct, and even the shipmen appealed to the
sleeper. "So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What
meanest thou, 0 sleeper? Arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God
will think upon us that we perish not "-he was uncertain whether his
God would favour him in the hour of his need. Even the heathen were
confounded and watched to see what line of conduct Jonah would pursue. Now he was asleep, and past making any effort at all, or seeing
the danger they were in. And these men were perplexed, and asked,
" What meanest thou, 0 sleeper?" "And they said everyone to his
fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause
this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah." Who
caused it to fall? to point out, as it did unmistakahly, the culprit, the
guilty man himself? "And the lot fell on Jonah." That was right.
The disposal of the casting was in the Lord's hands, it was not chance,
though man may call it so; the disposal is ever in the Lord's hands.
" Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this
evil is upon us; what is thine occupation? and whence comest thou?
what is thy country? and of what people art thou? And he said
unto them, I am an Hebrew: and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven,
Which hath made the sea and the dry land." He claims universal
knowledge and universal power for the God of the whole earth. "Then
were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou
done this? For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the
Lord, because he had told them." They were afraid before, but when
they heard this explanation of the stranger lately slumbering and
sleeping, they were" afraid with great fear, and said unto him, Why hast
thou done this?" "Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto
thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? For the sea wrought, and
was tempestuous. And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me
forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you; for I know that
for my sake this gI'eat tempest is upon you." "I know you are
imperilled by my conduct. I have offended my God and my Lord
by my inconsistency and unbelief. He bade me go to the heathen and
proclaim His Name among them, and He would do His will. And I
have fled and know not what His purpose concerning me is." Jonah
had told them' a certain amount of truth, but he did not know what
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awaited him in the purpose of God. But God had a large creature, a
fish, at His command. It was obedient, as a creature; helpless, as a
creature. What might not the Lord purpose to do with it! .J onah
said, " Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea: so shall the sea
be calm unto you." I do not know if you have ever wondered at this
observation of Jonah's here. He said, "Take me up, and cast me
forth into the sea "-he did not go beyond that point for himselfbut he said, " so shall the sea be calm unto you." He would have the
mighty God to do as He would with him, His disobedient servant, but
he ventured wisely on the assertion, " so shall the sea be calm unto
you,"'-" whatever it is to me. He will do as He will in His greatness
and glory to me. I leave myself to His mercy, His bare, naked mercy."
" I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you." "Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could
not; for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them." It
was impossible to fight against God, impossible for human devices to
counteract His purposes. This is a grand word spoken to the glory
of God-" they could not." Oh, emphasize that word in your Bibles!
" They could not "-and the reason is given, " for the sea wrought,
and was tempestuous against tb-em." Yes, God's sea, the sea of God's
waves, little gentle waves, became great and fearful. But they did not
neglect prayer, these poor men, though they could not fight against
the enemy God stirred up against His servant. "Wherefore they cried
unto the Lord, and said, We beseech Thee, 0 Lord, we beseech Thee,
lot us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent
blood: for Thou, 0 Lord, hast done as it pleased Thee." How they
honoured Him-these ignorant men; their ignorance, to begin with,
black as death! "Thou, 0 Lord, hast done as it pleased Thee."
They gave God honour and glory in His greatness and matcWess Providence, and they took the step--" So they took up J onah, and cast
him forth into the sea; and the sea ceased from her raging." That
was God's providential answer to what these poor benighted men did
in their darkness. He glorified Himself. But what about Jonah!
"They took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea."
"Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly "-they had feared
Him already, now they exceedingly feared Him-" and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows." They are feeling their way, a
very humble way, a far-off way, but how many sinners who are ultimately and Divinely brought to a knowledge of their salvation are
taught to begin in the day of small things. They feared God, and
feared Him exceedingly, that goes a long way to explain the natlll'e of
their faith, and they followed up their faith by offering sacrifices, and
they" made vows." These are firm and strong and steadfast steps in
a true profession which the Divine light was granted them to make.
"Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah "just for that one thing He made it. He made it "great." He made
it to do a certain work. It was ignorant of His will though it was to
swallow up Jonah. Any beast of the earth is abjectly liable at any
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moment to do the will of God. He commands and receives obedience.
What was the fish that it should refuse to swallow up J onah, the
prophet ~ But God had a purpose, and He did a marvellous t.hing
for this Jonah. He saved and snstained his life for three davs and
three nights; for he was a hidden type of the Lord Jesus, blessed
Jesus. Oh, yes, Jesus in the Gospel, Jesus in the purposes of His grace
was content to take the low place not only of likeness to sinners, but
of taking upon Himself that guilt which His people had contracted-for whom He had substituted His blessed Self.
" And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights,"
and for the whole of that time typified Him Wno became sin-was not
only like unto sinners, but became sin for us. Three days and three
nights J onah was under condemnation; he was cast out and cast off
in everything but fact. .And Jesus suffered, died, and was cursed for
sinners, oh, He was! He became a curse. Hide it not from any.
Preach the Gospel in all its fulness and sweetness. The blessed Jesus
became the Substitute for sinners, guilty, foul, hell-deserving sinners.
"Christ endured the hell of His people," as I once heard the late dear
Bishop Waldegrave say; He endured it for every believer in the Church
to-night.. Oh, hless God for His unspeakable gift! That is the title,
" unspeakable," because it can not be spoken-it is past the utterance
-past the power of all man knows of utterance. This is the will of
God, He gave up His dear Son, His co-equal, and co-eternal Son.
Jonah's experience is told lL~ in " few words to-night. "When my
soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord: and my prayer came
in unto 'fhee, into Thine holy temple." He had his thoughts of
J ehovah, of His heauty and perfection and His absolute holiness. He
thought of all these things and the like when he was in the belly of hell.
While there that thought was given him and kept alive in his heart.
The ways of God are past finding onto His case was so utterly beyond
the hand of help on man's part that it drove him to the Lord. All
depended on the free will of Jehovah. Would He for His greatness
and glory and honour demand satisfact.ion of the disobedient prophet
for his ill-service ~
" When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord." Oh,
how merciful that God should have given to this dear man grace
enough to remember. Oh, it has gone very far with a sinner who by
the grace of God is enabled to remember the God of mercy in his day
of need. "And my prayer "-think of this-the prayer of this prophet
who had spent three days and nights of agony with the God of holiness
and righteousness and truth-" my prayer" "out of the belly of hell."
That was Jonah's experience. Oh, how near, how near, how near to
damnation in fact is this. This man, who for three days and three
nights was cut off as to his part is still the living worshipper who calls
on a remembered God. "And my prayer, my prayer "-oh, what
must have been the self·condemnation of this suppliant~" my prayer
came in unto Thee." Oh, think of this, dear trembling sinner, trembling on the brink, not knowing how it will go with you-this poor man

352

The Gospel Magazine

tells us, " My prayer came in unto Thee, in Thy holy temple." That
is where the prayer was found, Jehovah found it there. It was offered
in the sufficiency of His grace, and He heard it. "I went down to the
bottoms of the mountains: the earth with her bars was about me for
ever: yet hast Thou brought up my life from corruption, 0 Lord my
God." See what God can do, has done, did for His disobedient prophet
Jonah. I was very much struck by a little reflection that between
800 and 900 years afterwards Jesus brought up the case of J onah before
His hearers, and drew a parallel between the days then and J onah's
day. And He spoke of it all as One Who knew. The man Jonah was
remembered over 800 years after he had fallen asleep. He was spoken
of by Jesus Who knew the whole case well.
Turn for a moment to the Gospel by Matthew, the 12th chapter,
verses 39-41. All those hundreds of years after, Jesus speaks of him
as living history. of a man with a personal history. "He answered
and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after
a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the propbet
Jonas: for as Jonas was three days and th.ree nights in the whale's
belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the
heart ·of the earth. The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with
this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the
preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here."
" There shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet
Jonas,"-these are emphatic statements by the Lord Who heard that
prayer of Jonah's-" Behold, a greater than Jonas is here." The
Lord Jesus verifies Jonah's history as past controversy. Jonah well
said, " When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord: and
my prayer came in unto Thee, into Thine holy temple." "But I will
sacrifice unto Thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that
that I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord. And the Lord spake
unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry ground." Alive!
That was a resurrection, for he had been, contrary to nature, living in
that hell for three days and three nights, which typified" So shall the
Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth."
" Salvation is of the Lord "-salvation, this is the mark, the Divine
mark of resurrection, of eternal life. And these are the effect of the
meritorious sufferings of the Lord Jesus. All the glory, would you not
say, dear friends, would you not unite with me in saying, All the glory
to Him to Whom it is due. "Salvation is of the Lord."
" And the Lord-Jehovah-spake unto the fish, and it vomited
out Jonah upon the dry land." Man could have done nothing in the
way of power to deliver Jonah. The fish found it impossible to retain
that which was the redeemed of the Lord's part. "This people have
I formed for Myself, they shall show forth My praise."
Now, " Unto Him That loved us, and washed us from our sins in His
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
FathQr; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
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PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, AUGUST 2ND,
1914, BY THE REV. J. M. SANGAR, B.A., RECTOR OF ELWORTrlY,
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" Then flew one of the serapMrns unto me, kav.nq a "ve noct! m hts hand,
whi<;h he hod taken with the tonqs from ofJ the altar: and he la.id
it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath tOl/ehed thy lips.. and
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purqed."-IsAIAH vi. 6, 7.
THIS short chapter-the 6th of Isaiah-gives a heautiful account of
the ordination of the Prophet Isaiah, his call to the sacred office of the
ministry. He had in fact ministered before, as we gather from the
severa.l previous chapters, but now a special work and line of ministry
lies before him. The Spirit of the Lord had begun to move him, to
set him apart, and here in the chapter before us we learn how necessary
that is, how consistent with God's mind, and how impossible it is to
minister aright in His sight without that sacred call. Oh! what
heaps of false doctrines would be trodden under foot if people would
remember this 6th chapter of Isaiah. It is referred to in the New
Testament; it is quoted from by our Lord J csus Christ Himself. He
takes from it His address to the self-righteous Pharisees--..their
hardened self-righteous state was no more than had been predicted
of them. People tell us these deep doctrines ought not to be touched
upon in general to all people. But our Lord over and over again
used these deep doctrines for a testimon.v against an unbelieviug
world. They can not harden, as they humble. The.' do what must
be done-they let the sinner know that his case is humanly hopeless
and helpless. Ah! and when the Holy Spirit has done all this, when
He has convinced him of sin and brought him to an end of self, then
His strength is made perfect, in weakness, and he learns to his everlasting comfort that the things which arc impossible wit,h men are
possible with God.
Kow in this chapter, which sets apart the Prophet for his sacred
ollice, we read that King Uzziah died. He was a leper, and put from
the posit,ion of ruler in consequence. Some think that that is the
event referred to here-that "he died" as regarded his position
officially, in consequence of his hecoming a leper. Be this as it may,
it was then, in t,hat year, at that time, that the Prophet saw Christ's
glory. We quote from the New Testament: "These things said
Esaias, when he saw His glory and spake of Him" (John xii. 41). No
one has a right to the ministry unless he has seen much of the same
thing. Alas! very little is this considered to-day. Just here and
there is a real ealled one; as for the rest, they are the work of the
bishops alone. We are bound to ·confess it. But men are not really
ordained unless they are ordained by the Holy Ghost. Earthly
churches and earthly bishops can only say such and such are called
to the ministry; and·they often make a terrific mistake. Oh! .there
23
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must be a real call from God the Holy Ghost. The proof of a man's
ministry does not count for anything which comes only of the laying
on of a bishop's hands. St. Paul says, "Make full proof of thy
ministry," and if the I.ord approve' His servant's ministry, then
undoubtedly that one has been called to and set apart for the holy
office.
Now we read, "In the year that King Uzziah died," Isaiah saw
" the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train
filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his
feet, and with twain he did fly." Mark the nature of the real service
here. Some think they must do service by running hither and thither.
But see the seraphim, their proper, normal attitude. They each had
six wings. Four of these were taken up with a service of which the
world knows nothing. "With twain he covered his face "-covering
his eyes with those two wings from the majesty of God. "With twain
he covered his feet. "-unworthy to stand in His holy sight. Only
two are left for service. Oh! we want more of this pattern service.
Incessant waiting, humble waiting, hearing and receiving instruction,
and then going forth from His presence. Then we may reasonably
expect a blessing from Him.
Well, the Prophet saw the glory of heaven upon earth.. Nothing
is said here of heaven being full of His majesty and glory-it is the
whole earth that was filled with it. And do you see why? It was
upon the whole earth that the pre-eminence of that marvellous scheme
of redemption was wrought out, whereby glory was given to God in
the highest and peace upon earth was procured. Earth was the
sphere for that passing great work of redemption. No wonder then
the earth was viewed as full of the glory of God. It was enough to
humble the Prophet to the dust; to see his own vileness, sinfulness,
and undoneness, and to cause him to cry out, " VI' oe is me! for I am
undone." There is conviction. The first work is that in the heart
of the sinner, and it is the Holy Spirit's continual work to keep the
sinner low in his own eyes, and that is the aspect in which alone he can
see anything heavenly in J eSlls-" Woe is me ! "
The first vision is of the infinitely Holy One Who can not tolerate
one spot of sin. Then come three Cs-Conviction, Comfort, Corn·
mission. Yes, deep conviction will not suffer us to think anything
of ourselves. We are unclean-earthen vessels. Everyone of us is
that-ministers and people alike. It is the devil's work-he intro·
duced it-the custom of rising and standing when the clergy appear
in the chancel.
" Then flew one of the seraphim." If time permitted, one would
like to enlarge upon this sweet subject of the seraphim. There is no
detailed explanation of the seraphim and cherubim. But we may
say this much, that the cherubim typified the Church of God. They
are the four living creatures of the Revelation-the translation.
~' beaats" in our Version is a gross misrepresentation, and they are;
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the same as Ezekiel saw. He knew them to be the cherubim, and no
doubt they represent the Church of God celebrating redeeming love,
and so seraphim and cherubim both represent the Church of God, I
believe. Both may represent at times angels. But we must look to
our judgment in reading the various portions of God's Holy Word.
Now it, is to the earth is brought this glorious message-" The whole
earth is full of His glory "-and so seraphim might here represent the
human ministry and commissioning of God's servants.
The text speaks of an altar. It was the altar of burnt offering. It
is the burnt offeriug for atonement here. A coal was to be taken off by
one of the seraphim-a live coal from off the altar he is commanded to
bring to the Prophet, and say, " Lo, this hath touched thy lips." If
you look at the Book of Leviticus for a full description of the altar you
will find this enactment: "The fire shall ever be burning upon the
altar; it shall never go out." The fire in itself was a type of infinite
justice and what infinite justice required. It was kept alive by sacrifice.
The fire was fed by sacrifice, and justly represented that glorious truth,
" Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have
kissed each other." The Prophet bemoans his unclean condition and
utter inability and unworthiness to open his lips, and the seraph lays
the live coal from the altar upon his lips for a twofold purpose. It
tells that sin is atoned for and iniquity is put away. It speaks to
us, that our sins-atoned for, purged, and put. away" in one day"
1900 years ago by one perfected and finished Offering-can never
rise up against us. Then, secondly, it is a call to service. The voice
of the sacred Three in One asks, "Who will go for Us 1" and is
answered, " Here am I; send me." The live coal from off the altar
was the Prophet's alone qualification, and was beautifully typical of
how God's sent and qualified servant was granted the grace of submission to His sovereign will. Ah! and it was submission to a very
painful service. There was the dark side first. When the Prophet
willingly offered himself, "Here am I"; He tells him to go to a
people, and say to them, "Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and
see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat,
and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart,
and convert, and be healed." A terrible sound this-that it was not
God's will to save the great bulk of mankind, nor proclaim the false
language of to-day, " God is longing to save everyone, and He is a
disappointed God if you wont come and be saved." It is a blasphemous lie. Our" God is wit,hout body, parts, or passions." He is
incapable of sorrow or mourning. He is of one mind. It is true that
as Jesus, the sympathizing Man, He could weep, but the holy, blessed
and glorious Three Persons in the Trinity could neither weep nor
mourn. But they do rejoice every day on behalf of everyone of God's
creatures redeemed in His universe and brought Home by redeeming
love. The lips of the God-sent ministers are thUd "touched" for
testimony, and they carry pardon to the sin-convinced seeker. They
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go not about trying to please the multitude and save the world,
but they look unto Him Who has sent them that they may proclaim
salvation by grace only.
Then there is the devout inquiry, "Lord, how long 1" And he
receives an answer to this effect, " Until the cities be wasted without
inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly
desolate." In effect t,he answer is, Until judgment has done its great
work. But judgment must go on until "the Lord have removed
men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land."
"·But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten:
as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in them, when they
cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the substance thereof."
May the Lord apply tllis subject to our hearts and make it a blessing
of assurance of pardoning love to each one. May we each know that
blessed assurance as we now gather arolllld the Table. May each one
know for himself that wondrous mystery of love, that he is a part of
the mystical body, and soon know by experience the f1J!filment of His
promise. " Where I am, there shall also My servant be."
Communicated by R. Coteell.
JEHOVAH'S •. PLEASURE" AS SHO\\"K IX THE
PROPHECY OF ISAIAH.

" Whatsoever the Lord' pleased, that did He."-PsALM cxxxv. G.
THE words in the first Lesson in Church on Good Friday evening,
" It pleased the Lord to bruise Him . . . the pleasure of the Lord
shall prosper in His hand" (Isa.liii.lO), brought Jehovah's " pleasme"
prominently to mind, as set forth through the Prophet Isaiah. And
three other passages immediately took their place by that one. May
t,he Lord by His Spirit use them to comfort His people, and unfold
them to our blessing.
First, let us consider the words in the 53rd chapter: "It pleased
the LOl:d to bruise Him . . . the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in
His hand." With overwhelming wonder the cllild of God clwells on
this mighty and marvellous fact. By the" bruising "-the life and
death of the Son of Man-Justice was satisfied, its claims were fully
met. Before the foundation of the world the substitutionary death
of the Lord Jesus Christ was covenanted for, and in the fulness of timc
the Son came forth. By His cleath on the cross the transfer of the
believer's guilt was "finished"; and the work of redeeming the
Church was" finished." Our hearts look up, lost in adoration, as we
attempt to estimate this priceless gift. Adequate praise is beyond
us. We feel that we can do little more than ask to be enabled to
grasp something of this, the greatest wonder that has ever' been
wrought, the Almighty redemption of sinful man. Yet om love burns
because of His love. May.all who read this know that they l,ave a
personal participation in the Saviom's work of redemption.
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The first of the three passages which the onc in Isaiah liii. recalled
is in the forty-sixth chap eel', verses 10 and 11: "My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all ~1y pleasure . . . I have purposed it, I will
olso do it." Here we have Jehovah's " pleasure" and His" counsel."
" I will do all kly pleasure." Oh! beloved fellow-believer, as walker,
worker, watcher, waiter, is it not au unspeakable help and comfort
to apply this truth to every moment of our lives 1 '.' I have purposed,
I will also do it." See how it takes from off our shonlders and puts
upon His, the responsibilities and the anxieties of life. Not we, poor
weak hnman beings, but He, the Infinite, Almighty God, is planning,
purposing and carrying out, every iota of the way in your life and in
mine. "The government shall be upon His shoulders," not ours.
The "government" of everything; every trial and every trifle,
every success and every failure, every joy and every sorrow, all
is under His Divine supreme control. His" pleasure," not ours, is
being fulfilled in our lives. And we would have it so. The sanctified
child of God desires the Lord's " pleasure," not his own. He longs
for his will to be moulded to His will. He longs to be able to say
feelingly, " None of self and all of Thee." Look back to the beginning
of this 10th verse of chapter xlvi., too: "Declaring the end from the
beginning." He knows " the end from the beginning." What an
unspeakable comfort with regard to our sins. How often our sins
cause surprise to our fellow-men; aye, and how our awful innate
depravity and conseant wTOng-doing surprise even ourselves. How
often we marvel that we fall again and again into some besetting sin.
We sinned yesterday and sincerely repented; we prayed anew for
grace to overcome and resist that special temptation, and yet soon
we gave way to it again.
We may marvel at our weakness and
readiness to sin; not so our Redeemer! He saw" from the beginning" how terribly, how h-equently we should fall, and loved us notwithstanding. The sins of the believer were provided for beforehand.
A Fountain was opened-opened in the councils of eternity, and it
remains open to cleanse us moment by moment. The blood of the
Lamb slain is all sufficient for all the sins of every believer, and His
infinite love is ever ready to forgive. Oh! for grace to live more holy
lives in the strength of that infinite love.
11

Sin hath gone over me ,

Yet is this still my plea,
Jesus hath died."

" I will do all My pleasure." Nothing shall fail of the work of grace.
His "counsel" was to "save His people from their sins." That
"counsel shall stand." . It can not, wi.!l not fail. The Almighty
power that purposed will perform.
And no child of God will ever fall or fail finally. "I have purposed "
the individual salvation of each one of My children, and when the
fu Iness of the time has come, it shall come to pass. Dear teader, 'has
the time vet come when .you have desiJ:ed this salvation-really
desired it with your whole' heart and'soul! If 110, 'you may be very

.
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sure that the gift of eternal life is yours. And if you have not yet
desired it, what will become of your soul when the breath leaves your
body ~ Will you think about this ~
. And J ehovah will do all His" pleasure" among the nations. The
war of the present time is being used to fulfil His" pleasure." Do
we not see this with regard to the Jews and their land ~ 0 h! let us
pray and plead afresh that our God will bless His chosen people in
eonnection with tbis war. Let us ask that the veil of unbelief may
be speedily removed from them, and that light may dawn upon
them. Propheey concerning them and their land seems fast being
fulfilled.
Again, in the 55th chapter and the 11th verse, we read, " :vIy Word
. . . shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." This is
Jehovah's pleasure concerning His Word.. Perhaps never before has
His Word had such "free course" as now.. It is being scattered
broadcast and read willingly, by reason of this war. The faithful
preacher-alas! how few faithful preachers there are now in either
church or chapel-is upholding and teaching that Word with all his
strength, in this time of England's dire calamity. Ami all who speak
and all who preach and teach that changeless infallible Word faithfully,
have J ehovah's grand unfailing promise concerning it, "It shall
not return unto Me void." What is it to "accomplish" ~ Not
necessarily that to which you sent it forth, but assuredly that to
which He " sent" it. A servant of God wrote a letter to a lad in the
trenches, entreating him to read the Word of God and pray. Later
on the writer learnt that he had passed away rejoicing in his
Saviour long· before that letter reached him. But the lad's chum
received the letter and read it, and wrote to the sender that it had
been used to the saving of his soul. That servant of God had quoted
His Word, prayed for His blessing, desired His glory, and the Lord
used and honoured the effort in His own way. "He sent His word
and healed" a lad whom the writer of the letter had never seen. And
the Lord graciously allowed it to be known in this instance to the
instrument whom He used, that His Word had accomplished His pleasure
and prospered in the thing whereto He had sent it. It lighted on
different ground from that for which the sender intended it, but not
different ground from that to which He " sent it." Let us more than
ever strive at the present time to further the spread of God's unfailing
Word, and let us lovingly try to persuade all whom we know to read
it; "results" let us leave with Him.
The last passage under consideration is in the 58th chapter, verses
13 and 14. "If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from
doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the sabbath a delight,
the holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour Him, not doing
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine
own words; then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will
cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee

The· Gospel' Magazine

359

with the heritage of Jacob thy father." Here we see Jehovah's
" pleasure" concerning the Sabbath. God knew that the Sabbath
was needful for man's physical frame, how much more so for his
spiritual 1 But what is our Sunday in England to-day 1 It is
desecrated, defamed, polluted. And England is suffering for it. We
can not tamper with God's laws without involving ourselves in shame
and incurring sorrow and punishment. Whereas" if thou turn away
thy foot from the sabbatb, from doing thy pleasure on My holy day,"
and reverence this gift from God, and" remember" to keep it holythen what 1 Thy soul shall surely prosper. Let us therefore not
only do His pleasure in this matter ourselves, but let us be earnest
in encouraging others to do so, urging on them also the duty and
privilege of attending His house for public worship. As a nation, we
have neglected and misused our spiritual advantages, and as a nation
we are suffering to-day. May our gracious heavenly Father spare us
yet as a people, and bring us back to national Godliness and piety.
Let us individually both pray and work for this.
And now consider for a moment the words of Psalm cxxxv.6:
" Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He in heaven, and in earth,
in the seas, and all deep places." This brings our thoughts back to
the passage already quoted, "My counsel shall stand." Well may wc
praise Him that nothing can undo it! Men and devils may struggle
against His "counsel," but they can not prevent its fulfilment; it
shall "stand" against all opposition. This verse from the Psalms
proves God's complete control and dominion over all nature-in
heaven, in earth, in the seas, in all deep places. "All deep places."
Which of us does not know " deep places" in the spiritual life 1conflicts with Satan, contests with self, confusions and confoundings
from without and from within 1 And which of us does not know
" deep places" in the temporal life 1 Ah! but the power of our God
rules over all.. There are no trials that are not under His control, no
perplexities that are too" deep" for Him to fathom, and no " places"
too far off for Him to reach and help us. His" pleasure" is being
carried out in what seem to us cross purposes, in the difficulties and
sorrowS of our everyday life. He is working out His purpose in spite
of, yea through, man's failures. As an old writer has simply put it,
" Thou hast abundant time, 0 Lord, to carry out Thy plans." Therefore man's mistakes and errors in no way affect the fulfilling of His
designs. The old nature-Jacob-will often say, " All these things are
against me." That was his first thought. But the new natureIsrael-had yet to declare, "It is enough; Joseph my son is yet
alive: I will go and see him before I die." (Compare Gen. xlii. 36
with Gen. xlv. 28.) Here is the constant warfare between nature and
grace. Nature reasons and mis-states; grace believes and surmounts
all obstacles. "Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He." "He
doeth all things well." "We know that a.ll things work together for
good to them that love God."

Claptan, N.E.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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SIX QUESTIONS AND SIX ASSURANCES.
ROMANS viii.
THE subject upon which God has led me to meditate this month,
is very well known to many of us-I think possibly to all of us. Yet
it is good to recall this same sweet old story again and again. It
never wearies, it is always delightful to the child of God. This eighth
chapter of Romans is a wonderful chapter. I heard it described by
one now in glory as " a cluster of gems," and truly it is so. Towards
the close of the chapter six questions are asked-six challenges I may
almost call them-upon subjects which lie very near the heart of the
believer, and six lllOst precious answers, or assurances, are given.

Do let us, deal' reader, just look at them for a few minutes, and may
the Holy Spirit Himself guide us into all truth, that they may indeed
be words in season. The Word of God is always opening out some·
thing fresh, for the living Word is always yielding constant supplies
and ever new delights; and though theTe is nothing new in this little
simple exposition, yet I pray the reminder will be helpful.
The first question is, " What shall we then say to these things? "
(verse 31). "These things "-to what does the Apostle allude?
We see in the preceding verses all things working together for good,
foreknowledge, conformity to the image of His Son, predestinated,
called, justified, glorified. What shall we say, dear reader, to this
galaxy of gracious and glorious privileges and assurances? What
shall we say? Only" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all
His benefits."
11

Transported with the view, I'm lost
In wonder love, and praise."
I

The second question is, " If God be for us, who can be against us ? "
(verse 31). It matters not who or what-even though all the worldarraign us, if He be for us. vVe are in sa fe keepipg, we shall be
acquitted, we shall be "more than conquerors," and it will be
" through Him That loved us." He has predestinated, called, justified,
:1nd will glorify. God for us, the Covenant-keeping, faithful, ever
living, ever loving, omnipotent God. God for us-then let us ever
rejoice even if .hosts are against us, He is everything, and He is
ovor all, controlling all. Oh, what a world of security in Him!
What absolute protection and absolnte victory in Him!
Passing on to the third qnestion, we read, " He That spared not His
own Son, bnt, delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things? " (verse 32). Oh, child of God, pause
over this precious verse. Every word has a volume of sacred meaning
.and comfort in·it. We sec in these terrible times of wal' many giving
up their sons, their only sons-their only children-for the safety of
our 'beloved Country and for the honour of it, How our nearts ache
·for We sacrificers and·thc sa~,['ifices.. ' vVe feel how, much we OWC't0
all this loving devotion, But here the saci,ifice is 'for sinners, deepdye(1 ,~'e~~lli01~S si,nt;le!~l :sip.~el's who have been in every fihe ,oftheir
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natures repugnant, to the holy God. For these'" He spared not"
His oum Son, His only Son, the Son of His delight. He del,:vered Him
up for us all. Delivering up implies mudl more than acquiescingmuch more thau yielding-much more even than 'giving. It is not
a merely passive deed, it is an active deed, Delivering Him up implies
a putting Him forth as a criminal to justice, Yes, He made Him
to be sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteous·
ness of God in Him, Thus the Apostle argues, Having done this,
" how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?" How
I love those t,hree words" with Him also," They convey a double
meaning tn me, They mean He will freely give us all things with
Him also. And" having Him I all possess," Oh, if I bave Him I
have all of heaven and earth, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee?
and there is none upon earth I desire beside Thee," "With Him
also." I see in these \\'ords the joint gift of Father and Son-" How
shall He not witl, Him also "-Christ also joining in the giving,
"With Him also freely give us all things," Oh! there is a wonderful unity and union in the purposes and the works and the gifts of
the Divine Father and Son. "I and My Father are one,"
Then the fourth question, " Who shall lay any thing to the charge
of God's elect?" Who shall? And think of the comprehensiveness
of it-Who shall lay any thing? Satan lays sins to thy charge; the
world lays offenees to thy charge; yes, thy known temptations and
sins rise to tby view. But all in vain, Tbou art God's elect, and it is
God That justiiieth, Do you see it? God will not suffer His child
to be blamed, He gave His own Sou, He delivered Him up, He sees
Him-Him only-and thou art justified in His sight, justified in
Christ, so that if anyone lay aught to thy charge,01

Point to His redeeming blood,

And cry, 'Behold, the Lamb of God.' "
Then the iiftll question is put, " Who is he that condemneth ? "
The Apostle seems to look round and to challenge the enemy on every
side-Who shall condemn? Ah! dear reader, "ever)- tongue that
shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn." For Christ
is thine; thou art beheld by the Judge in Him, He will not suffer
any to condemn thee, and why? "It is Christ That died, yea rathel',
That is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also
maketh intercession for us," ,lust think! Christ-the Christ of
God--died. He died for Out sins, But not only so, St, Paul says,
~' ,Yea rather," for there is much more even tban this to ensllte our
frecclom from condemnation., Christ is risen, thus sealing His Father's
acceptance and approval. He is risen. Christ was delivered for Oll!'
sins and was raised again for our justiiica,tion (Rom, iv, 25), So
"who is he that condemneth ? ':. Christ i~ risen, yes, risen again,
Who is at the right ,.pandof God-the place ·of. :p.ower, the place of
honolll', the place of acceptance.·· And even ,more than this-He
also'IDaketh intercession for us. So we know He is constantly thinking
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of us, constantly watching us, constantly sympathizing' with' us
constantly interceding for us.
.
" Who shall adjudge the saints to hell ?
'Tis Christ That suffered in their stead;
And their salvation to fulfil
Behold Him rising from the dead 1
He lives I He lives 1 And sits above
For ever interceding there."

But now Christ intercedeth, the Holy Spirit intercedeth, who is he
that condemneth? Thy ever-living Advocate is pleading Him<3ell
and His work in thy behalf, and the Father is well pleased in His
beloved Son.
Then the final question, so dear to many of us-" Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ 1" St. Paul mentions several calamities
which the believer might think sinister-" shall trihulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ?" All
these things cause separation in this world. But in the light of God
they are the· ground of closer attachment, for the passage continues,
" as it is written, For Thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are
accounted as sheep for the slaughter." Was it not written of Him,
" He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter"? and as He is, so are
we in this world. The Apostle goes on to say, "Nay, in all these
things we are more than eonquerors through Him That loved us." So
let us remember; dear child of God, when suffering tribulation,
distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, or sword, that in all
these things we are conquering, more than conqueriug, through Him
That loved us. We tread His footsteps, by His side, upward,
Homeward, heavenward.
The triumphant assertion follows-" For I am persuaded." St. Paul
was sure, he was absolutely certain, that "ueither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord." This is sublime! Just thiuk of all these dividing influences-none of them can separate. And lest we think of something
else not mentioned, St. Paul clinches all with the expression, "nor
any other creature." Thus the" No separation" is unassailable; it is
absolute, it is sure. "I am persuaded" nothing and no one " shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord." This is the spring, the well, the key. "In Christ Jesus
our Lord." Our Lord-not the Lord. The heart bounds with joy
to know there is no separation from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
" No separation 1 Precious thought I
Then Christ is with me here,
And Home to heaven I mU8t be brought,
For Jesus Christ is there."
NErJ'lE.
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WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TnIES.
WE are told that a common expression in Germany at the present
time is, "God punish England!" But the question arises, Who is
the God Who is thus invoked 1 It can not be the God of the Scriptures which set forth Christ Jesus, the Son of God, as an example for
His people to follow, " Who, when He was reviled, Teviled not again;
when He suffered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him
That judgeth righteously." Real Christianity would lead a nation
to act in this spirit, and to commit its cause" to Him That judgeth
righteously," and not to caIl upon Him for vengeance. "Dearly
beloved," writes St. Paul, "avenge not yourselves, but rather give
place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is Mine; I wiIl repay,
saith the Lord." lIforeover, we know that" The curse causeless shaIl
not come."
SOME recent remarks of the Dean of Belfast on this subject are
worthy of quotation. He writes: "The Germans believe in God.
Daily we read their appeals to the Almighty, and perhaps doubt the
sincerity of their words. I think we are wrong if we do so. The
explanation may be found, not in conscious insincerity, but in their
having wandered from a true conception of God's character. They
have reverted to the God of Sennacherib; they worship Odin. It is
possible also, I thiulr, to see how they have come to so gravely misconceive of God. It is because they have largely lost a true view of the
Person of Christ. There are, no doubt, many thousand holders of
the true Catholic faith in Germany; but none the less is it true that
by the dominant teaching in Germany, Christ is no longer regarded
as God-incarnate. But our Lord, as very and eternal God, is the
one true compelling revelation of the character of the Deity. AIl that
is seen in Christ, you as a Christian predicate to God. If the Deity
of Christ be denied, then your view of God is perilously likely to lose
all those notes of tenderness, self-sacrifice, sympathy that you have
learned from the character of Christ to be the character of the Almighty.
The truth is: if we misunderstand Christ we misunderstand God, for
Christ is the perfect revelation of God. Misunderstanding Christ, we
are in danger of returning, in spite of all our civilization, to the cmelt,y
and lmrshness of primitive savagery. Germany's cruelty proves
Germany's blindness to the Deity of Christ."
Truly we may say: "Their rock is not as onr Rock, even our
enemies themselves being jndges" (Deut. xxxii. 31).
ENGLAND has indeed been chastened of God, as is evidenced by the
many thousands of her soldiers and sailors who )lave fallen. Nearly
every family is either mourning, or kept in constant anxiety. And
if England's National Church should further depart from Truth, and
simplicity of worship" so hardly won at the Reformation, and permit
as lawful the Mass Vesttrents, and other concomitants of the doctrine

864

The Gospel Magazine

of the Mass, a.nd by such action probably drive out faithful men from
ner pale, then we may well expect that God's hand will be still heavier
upon our C011ntry and our Empire.
THE terrible inhumanity of the Germans in sinking the Dusitania,
involving the loss of over one thousand lives, is one more proof, if onc
were needed, of the total depravity of mankind by nature. Romans iii.
10-18. This doctrine of Holy Scripture has been denied by preachers
and hearers, and now it is manifest to all who bave eyes to see. We
are shown in the first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans that the
casting off of the knowledge of the true God leads to the deepest
degradation of sin and wickedness. The description of the state of
the pagan world in that chapter is remarkably parallel to the Holy
Spirit's description of men" in the last days "-2 Timothy iii.
Germany has become, virtually, an infidel nation, and the practical
result of her apostasy is her infamous conduct of the present war.
And England is verily guilty likewise. Her rulers have pandered
to Popery; and the heads of her Church, for the most part, are doing
what they can in order to legalize the outward expression of those
false uoctrines of Rome, testifying against which a noble army of
martyrs in our land laid down their lives!
With" truce-breakers" and" t,rait.ors" in the professing Chmch,
is it any wonder that truce breaking is a characteristic of the days in
which we live; and with God's Truth at a discount, is it any marvel
that lying is such a flagrD,nt sin!
AFTER the flood, God committed government to mankind-to world
powers-as is implied in Genesis i..'(, 5, 6: "And surely your blood of
your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it,
and at the hanu of man; at the hand of every man's brother will I
require the life of man, Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by lllan shall
his blood be shed: for in the image of God made He man." God's
law regarding murder was to be carried out by human law, and this
has, though imperfectly, been done in the past. This injunction
eeems to be the basis of human law and government. But man has
failed to govern the world in righteousness, and will yet fail completely.
For what has been foretold in God's written Word! The coming
of an apostasy, and the coming of a Lawless One (2 Thess. ii. 3 and 8),
We do not say that the Kaiser is "The Lawless One," for the description of that one is given us in 2 Thess. ii, 9-" Whose coming is after
the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because
they received not the love of the truth, that the)' might be saved," and
dces not, as yet at least, correspond, But what we'do say is that the
German Kaiser, and the German nation, have trodden upon the law
of God, and the laws of mankind, and what they'have done is but the
evolution of " the 'mystery of lawlessness" (2 Thess.' ii. 7) which the
Apostle declared was at work in' his own day.
.I
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Believing what God has said, we believe that this will go on until
mankind has filled up the measure of its iniquity. Then 2 Thess. i.
7-10 will be fulfilled, and 2 Thess. ii. 8-" Whom the Lord sball consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming"; as also our Lord's solemn words (Lnke xx. 17,
J8): "The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the
head of the corner. Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be
broken; but on whmnsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder."

•

IT behoves the Lord's people to hnmble themselves before Him, to
repent of their sins, to mourn over their shortcomings, to seek for
grace to witness more faithfully, and to walk more worthily of " the
vocation wherewith they are called." "Ye are the salt of the earth:
but if the salt have lost his savom, wherewith shall it be salted ~ "
Many times our beloved Country has been saved through the prayers
of God's children. Will it be so once again ~ "Pray without ceasing "!
See J onah iii. 9.
THE writer's youngest son, who joined the Canadian Volunteers (2nd
Contingent) is at the front. The prayers of the Lord's people are
earnestly desired-Matthew xviii. 19; 1 John v. 14.

May 15th, J915.

ROBERT

J.

N"OYES,

B.D.

"THE POOR DEPENDENTS ON THY GRACE."
THE Lord says, Hosea xiii. 9: "0 Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself ;
but in Me is thine help." It is " 0 Israel "-the prince, the prevailer,
who had come off conqueror, the blessing in his hand. It is not
"0 Jacob "-·the deceiver, thc supplanter, the wanderer. That is
what they would have us believe who say, that as the seventh of the
Romans comes before the eighth, so the experience of the former is
left behind with that of the latter, and that wretchedness and warfare
ought not to be theirs who believe in Christ. But the fifth chapter
is before the seventh, and he has already known his justification and
peace with God who mourns his inability to do good and his forwardness to do evil. "An Israelite indeed" said11

Ere He called me, well lIe knew

What a heart like mine would do."
How little there is said in the Word of God of the power of the
creatme, about which we at present hear so much that·" if it were
possible" even the very elect would be deceived into thinking that
the Lord counts upon human help in. the coming of His Kingdom.
How wise were the virgins who knew that they had no oil to spare I
How universal the Egyptian order that the starving multitudes should
"go to Joseph !" "My help," said one who from early days had
prevailed with God and man, " cometh from thc Lord."
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How tenderly the Lord speaks of His poor Jacob, of His dependent
Israel. "Fear not, thou worm J acob"; " 0 Israel, thou shalt not be
forgotten of Me"; "Fear not,'O Jacob, My servant; and thou,
Jesmun, whom I have chosen. For I will pom water upon him that
is thirsty," and then" they shall spring up as among the grass, as
willows by the water courses" to praise Him with their fruitfulness
aud beauty, "and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day." But
again He says, " Thou hast not called upon Me, 0 J acob; thou hast
been weary of Me, 0 Israel," and with the restraining of the rain from
heaven the fruit.ful land is tmned in 0 barrenness.
.. No help in self I find,
And yet have sought it well;
The native treasure of my mind
Is sin, and death, and hell."
We do not all write ourselves down as murderers by sending a
letter, " Set this man in the forefront of the battle . . . that he may
die"; we do not curse and swear at the name of Jesus; but who can
say that the grace which brings repentance to an unread treacherous
heart is less than that which came to David and to Peter? "Peter
went out, and wept bitterly"; and "False to Thee like Peter, I
would fain like Peter weep" they will say into whose hearts comes
the light of the LOl'd, showing in heart departures, sins which need
the same cleansing. But in Him, "mighty to save," is their help,
and unmerited mercy and love send-bring-unsought for Godly
sorrow, the very gift of heaven.
It is truly encouraging to see and know that though in our temporal
affairs we may take a course which promises our own destruction,
God, great and strong and kind, is our help. There was an " unwise
child" who prayed for years for one thing, but now and again in a
revulsion of feeling begged the Lord not to answer any of the prayers.
U

God of eternal love,
How fickle are our ways;

And yet how oft did Israel prove
Thy constancy and grace."

Where would His people be if the Lord dealt with them as they
deserve, or if He left them to mark out and choose their own way?
How kind He is to say, " If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, That giveth' to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it
shall be given him." He comes over, not ouly all visible difficulties,
but over futme and coming ones, making a path by Himself going
before, that they may be able to walk behind. "Lord, help me" is
a cry still heard at the throne of grace by the ears of Divine compassion and unfailing goodness and power. And when the Lord turns
again the captivity of Zion, " .J acob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be
glad. "
FOLLOWER-ON_

•
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JEHOVAH'S GOOD WORDS.
- - " Do not My words do good to him that wallceth uprightly?"
-l\1rCAH ii. 7.

ABRAHAM, being led forth by the sovereign grace and power of J ehovah,
and taught of God to put bis trust in Him, in refusing aught at the
hand of the King of Sodom for the reason given is abundantly repaid
bv the Lord for his disinterested zeal for the honour of his God in
covenant with him; for, by the blessing of the Lord he had much
sustenance. He was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold, and
in considering he must die and leave it all, said, "Lord God, what
wilt Thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house
is this Eliezer of Damascus 1 And Abram said, Behold, to me Thou
bast given no seed: and 10, one born in my house is mine heir." But
now hear the Lord's own good and comfortable words in answer to
Abraham's plaintive note: "And, behold, the word of the Lord came
unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come
forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir" (Gen. xv. 2-4). In
the same day, we are told, the Lord made a covenant with Abraham,
but it was some fiftcen years before the word of promise was confirmed
and made good by the birth of Isaac. But these words of God did
Abraham good, for he walked before God in the light of them, in the
faith of them, and in a hope of their fulfilment that was tried more
and more and day after day, until his faith and hope in them issued
in his realizing in Isaac the substance of the thing believed in and
hoped for. He believed God Who quickeneth the dead, and caUeth
those things which be not as though they were, and against hope,
-that is, any hope founded in sense and reason-believed in ,hopethat is, in a hope founded in the promise of the living God " Who all
from nothing's womb disclosed."
And so to-day" Christ's in the promises, and there

Thy faith and He ma.y meet."
Abraham was fully persuaded that what He had promised He was
able also to perform. God's words of promise susta.ined him in all
his inward conflict with a depraved nature and an unbelieving heart.
And we find the spiritual seed of Abraham to-day all engaged in the
same conflict, tb.e great Apostle of the Gentiles not excepted: "Having
the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me"
(Phi!. i. 30).
The promise of Ohrist--" I have given Him for a witness to the
people"; the promise of the Holy Spirit--" But the Oomforter,
Which is the Holy Ghost, Whom the Father will send in My name,
He shall teach you all things"; the promise of faith-" By grace are
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God"; the promise of perseverance-" The righteous shall hold on
his way"; these are words that do good to everyone who proves for
himself that the way of the Lord is strength to the upright. In times
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of calamity the Lord's words do good to the generation of the upright.
"The Lord knowetb the days of the upright," that is, tbeir days
wberein., Plagues and death around me fly;
Till lie bids I can not die;

Kot a single shaft can hit,
Till the God of love sees fit."
,. And their inheritance shall be for ever. They shall not be
ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be
satisfied. . . . For the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not His
saints; they are preserved for ever... (Psa. xxxvii. throughout.)
And see the words of the Lord giYen hy Himself to Isaiah the Prophet
to spea.k in the ears of His dear child and servant, King Hezekiah
-that good and upright king, so zealous for his country in the
matter of putting down the idolatry which had been rampant" Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David
thy father" (thus identifying him with the man after His O\Y1l hean).
" I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add
unto thy days fifteen years."
Did not the Lord's words do good to His upright servant Daniel
while in the midst of the visions of great judgments to be infl.icted
upon nations of the earth, whereby there remained no strength in him
and his comeliness (or vigour) was turned in him into corruption ~
God's words to him that did him good, were: "0 man greatly
beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong."
When the Lord by the dispensations of His holy providence, as the
Psalmist predicts iu the words, "By terrible things in righteousness
wilt Thou answer us, 0 God of our salvation," brings an awe upon the
spirit and raises in the mind the question of Abraham of old, " Wilt
Thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked ~ . . . Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do right ~ "-then how consoling to have such
a word returned in answer thereto, " To this man will I look, even to
him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word."
There is no legality here, but a reverential awe of Him Who" doeth
according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants
of the earth."
G. A.
Birkenhead.
SUBMISSION

AND

ACQUIESCENCE.

TOWARDS the close of last year (1914) a matter that had caused me
a great deal of exercise and anxiety began to matme and ripen. The
process of ripening, alike in creation, providence, and grace, is
accompanied by pain and test.
In the matter tbat was troubling me, I bad prayed for three years
for submission to my Father's gracious \vill, whatever that will might
ordain .. Some of my readers will know that submission to the will
of God is a very holy thing, a very tender grace of the Spirit. We are
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not able to produee it, or to maintain or mature it when given. There
were times when I enjoyed a measure of it; yet these were often
followed by seasons of distrust and doubt. But there came a moment,
at the end of the year, and only six days before the full maturity of
the exercise, when all that opposed was sweetly melted down-not
merely removed, and I was enabled not only to submit, but to acquiesee.
This latter is of the same nature as the former, and springs from the
same root; but the fruit is more mellow and more sweet.
An incident of my boyhood was brought to my recollection, the
relation of which has been very helpful. to many in ministry; and
in the hope that it will be helpful to others, it seeks the privilege of
a place in the pages of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
When I was at school at Oakham, there was a spelling lesson twice
a week. The boys were arranged in a semicircle, and it was often
the case that those near the top of the class went to the bottom, and
scholars near the bottom moved upwards. One afternoon, the boy
in front of me had the word" familiar," and he spelt it correctly.
Suddenly, I was asked to spell" similar," and at once fell into the
trap, spelling it " s-i-m-i-I-i-a-r," thus losing my place. My shame
and anger were such that I determined to be more careful in future.
At the next class, the first boy had the word "acquiescence." This
was too much for him, and for all the boys after him. But there was
one boy, very near the bottom, waiting with an impatient and beating
heart for his turn at this difficult word. He spelt it correctly, and had
the joy of going up at one step to the top of the class.
Having since those days been taught in another school, and by a
higher Teacher, that boy now wishes to pass on to other scholars the
lesson he has so recently learned. Perhaps some dear reader has
been "familiar" with "similar" failure, and has found "acquiescence " very difficult. We may at times think we submit to the will
of God, feeling we can not do otherwise; but to acquiesee in His holy
will is to love it, to embrace it, to welcome it, and to esteem it our
highest privilege and joy. And then a gracious change takes place :what was difficult and impossible becomes possible and easy. There
is nothing forced in this fruit of grace. We need not to be told that
we "ought to" submit and be resigned. For when we are melted
down into a sweet acquiescence, we can do no other than submit.
Unsubmissiveness is our sin, and is really of the nature of rebellion:
but submissivenes8 has to be created and taught. It is perfectly
free and unrestrained, pure, holy, and tender. And may I not add
that the sweetest lessons learned in the school of grace are learned at
the bottom of the class 1
This tender feeling I was favoured to enjoy last December for three
or four days, and the fragrance of it is not even now entirely lost.
But in the school of grace we are repeatedly learning one essential
lesson-that we are entirely dependent upon the breath of the Holy
Spirit for the blossoming and the fruitage of each sweet· grace.
Oricklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
24
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GAD, ASHER, NAPHTALI.

By THE ,LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, :M.A.
"Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the
last." " Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal
dainties." "Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words."
GENESIS xlix. .19, 20, 21.
WE pl'oceed in our examination of this very remarkable chapter,
which contains the predictions uttered by the Lord's servant J aoob
on his dying bed; and we b'eg to remind you of a remark we made on
a former occasion, that these prophecies contain deeper signification
than their primary reference to the condition of these tribes and their
settlement in the various geogmphical positions assigned to them.
As we examine these several predictions, we compare them with
the record which we have in the 33rd of Deuteronomy, of the blessings
which :Moses, towards the close of his wonderful ministry, pronounced
upon these tribes. We take the one series of prediction to be a key
to the other. In both, the language is highly poetical and figurative,
and rich in meaning.
That which the Holy Ghost spake by His servant Jacob has been
literally fulfilled. The finger of inspiration pointed to the fact, while
the hand of Him Who gave the inspiration did the thing; and it
would be exceedingly interesting to trace the literal accomplishment
of those several predictions. But when I remember that they all have
reference to a peculiar people, whom God had, in His sovereignty,
marked out to he blessed, and provided for, and disciplined, then I
say, there must be a great deal in all the Lord's dealings with that
people which is instructive to the Chmch in every age. If there were
nothing else, do we not see in the various places which the Lord allotted
to those tribes, in their particular circumstances, in their' individual
character, in the different trials to which they were exposed in this
world of difficulty and discipline,-do we not, I say, see in this a lively
type of God's dealings with all His people, whose place, whose character,
whose condition, be it flS various as it may, is all a matter of Covenant
purpose and arrangement 1 I have not, gone as rapidly through these
several predictions as perhaps some of my hearers might have expected.
I have found them to contain a great deal which has been most satisfying to my own soul. I have tried to dig deep where the surface has
seemed hard, and God has made me see that very precious things lie
beneath that surface. I pray that He may make the consideration
of this portion of God's Word very precious and very instructive to
your souls also, for Christ's sake.
We have to consider in the first place, the prophecy concerning Gad,
·the son of one of the hand-maidens, of whom it is said, " A troop shall
overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last." Let me briefly
remind you of the history of this people. The 32nd chapter of the
Book of Numbers informs us that when the children of Israel drew
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near the land which God sai,d He would give them, two tribes and a
half-the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad, and half the tribe of
Manasseh-were desirous that their portion sbould be allotted them
on the side of Jordan on which tbey then were, for they were possessed
of great wealth in herds and cattle, and the land was rich in pasture.
We are often told in Scripture of the fertility of Gilead and Bashan.
This land was the object of their desire, and they asked permission
of Moses to settle there. You recollect the rebuke which was
ministered to them on that occasion. They were told they were
anxious to sit down in rest and quietness themselves, and that they
were unwilling to help their brethren in their warfare. They repudiated
such a suspicion, and declared they were ready to accompany their
brethren, and to assist them in fighting against their enemies; but
that when they had borne their share of difficulty and conflict, they
would wish to come back and settle in that land. This arrangement
met with the approbation of the lawgiver, Moses.
We shall now read wbat is said regarding this tribe in the 33rd of
Deuteronomy-" Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad: he dwelleth as
a lion, and teareth the arm with the crown of the head. And he
provided the first part for himself, because there, in a portion of the
lawgiver "-that is, in a portion allotted to him by the lawgiver-" was
he seated; and he came with the heads of the people, he executed the
justice of the Lord, and His judgments with Israel." The character
of the tribe is hinted at in this prediction-they were a warlike people.
And if you will look over their history, you will find that they had
to engage in battles; they had to go through much warfare and
conflict before they were settled quietly in their own land. This seems
to have been marked by the finger of prophecy, when his father Jacob
said, " A troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the
last."
The part of the history of this tribe to which I shall direct your
attention on the present occasion, is recorded in the 5th chapter of
1 Chronicles. And here we have one of those interesting comments
which we not unfrequently find in the Books of Chronicles. In this
cbapter we are told that these two tribes and a half made war with
the Hagarites, and that they were "helped against them, and the
Hagarites were delivered into tbeir hand." Here comes in one of
those beautiful little comments to which I have alluded: "For they
cried to God in the battle, and He was intreated of them; because
they put their trust in Him." "For there fell down many slain,
because the war was of God. And they dwelt in their steads, nntil
the captivity."
But we must carry you on to the concluding part of the history. In
the 25th verse of the chapter we read that" they," that is, the two
tribes and a half, " transgressed against the God of their fathers, and
went a whoring after the gods of the people of the land, whom God
destroyed before them. And the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of
Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria,
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and he carried them away, even the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and
the half tribe of Manasseh, and brought tbem unto Halah, and Habor,
and Hara, and to the river Gozan, unto tbis day." You may say
tbat fact here seems to contradict prophecy. The aged patriarch
says that they were to overcome at the last, and yet in the 5th chapter
of 1 Chronicles we are told that their enemies carried them away
captive. There is a lesson here, brethren, full of instruction to the
Church of God. When the people of Israel were stron~ in the Lord,
when their shield and their banner were the Lord Himself, when the
sling and stone were more in use than Sau!'s armour and sword and
spear, then it was that they were victorions over their enemies; then
it was that they had the shout of a king among them. When Israel
hecame an idolatrous nation their strengt.h was shorn, and they \yere
made the plaything of their enemies.
Well, one looks at the prophecy. It is true that nation has been
scattered, but yet the prophecy is stereotyped in this 49th of Genesis
and it shall be fulfilled. And oh, what instruction there is here to
you and to me (if we have been given any knowledge of spiritual
things) as to those alternations there are in the conflicting life of the
Christian! I scarcely know what passage of the New Testament
history to bring before you upon this subject, there are so many in
whieh the Lord's servants are spoken of as being tried, buffeted, cast
down, and so on. Oh, what a history the Apostle Paul gives us of
his circumstances in the 1st chapter of 2 Corinthians, where he says" We would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which
came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength,
insomuch that we despaired even of life: but we had the sentence of
death in ourselves, that we should. not trust in ourselves, but in God
Which raiseth the dead: Who delivered us from so !!Teat a death, and
doth deliver: in Whom we trust that He will yet d';-liver us."
This is one little specimen out of many which are in the Word of
God, of the Lord's servants being at times cast down, and even over·
come. I do not mean to speak of the Lord's servants being overcome
of sin-there are fearful instances of this on record in the Book of
God; but I speak of God's people being pressed down by their enemies,
their hearts grieved and tried. "Then one looks at this promise given
to Gad, " A troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the
last," it is a condensation as it were, of that passage in the 8th of
Romans-" Who shall separate us from t.he love of Christ ~ Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword ~ . . . Nay, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him That loved ns. For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." The Lord's people only, know how
the hosts of Satan are sometimes let loose upon them, how the darts of
the enemy sometimes fly thick around them; but they shall overcome
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at the last. The promise overtops the cloud and storm. You
remember the story of the Apostle Paul's shipwreck-" Some on
boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to
pass that they escaped all safe to land."
(To be continued.)
A FEW THOUGHTS UPON THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT.
(Continued from page 300.)
THE SECOND, THIRD, AND FOURTH PLAGUES.-ExODUS

Vlll.

THERE is something in us which makes us naturally shrink from
certain species of the Creation when coming into contact' with them;
possibly before the Fall they had not the same properties of annoyance
to man which they now hold, since it was man's sin that tainted the
universe with its withering blight. From frogs, lice, and flies we turn
away in disgust; the little cold, hopping frog (marsh leaper, Heb.),
although not without a shade of beauty, has nothing of interest~it is
too near akin to the toad, shining and death-like in its touch. Some
flies are beautiful and of great variety, yet are they annoying insects,
buzzing and biting and worrying man and beast; therefore thE
second, third, and fourth plagues of Egypt must have created dismay
and disorder among the Egyptians. In one single day Egypt was
covered with frogs, the miraculous work of an instant,: into the palace
of the king they found their way, even to his bed-chamber and bed,
and, as an old writer quaintly says, "leaping upon Pharaoh and croaking in his ears, disturbing his rest"; polluting the ovens and even
the dongh (for which kneading-troughs might be read), thus rendering
their food disgusting. And in death these reptiles were as dreadful as
in life, piled up in dead heaps and large quantities, since the whole
land had been filled with them, infecting the air with their noisome
odour. Then come the lice, worse than the frogs, pouring freshly
down upon man and beast from the dust of the earth, sprinkled around
in every direction. Naturalists tell us they have six legs and two
simple eyes, while Parkhurst says that" ancient writers have described
these reptiles as winged insects, but so small as to escape any but the
acutest sight, and that when settled on the body they wounded with the
most sharp or painful piercer." Again, another describes" this creature as haying wings and flying in the air, but so subtle and minute
as to escape the eye unless very sharp-sighted; but when it lights upon
a body it st.ings bitterly, so that what a man can not see flying he feels
stinging." A modern writer says it is a kind of tic, plentiful in dust
or land. These insects seem to have had their Hebrew name from
their firm settling or fixing on the bodies of men, and it is believed the
Egyptians worshipped them as their gods. Then comes the fourth
plague-flies. The meaning of the word is mixed, and the ancients
describe these insects as " being no larger than a flea, and marked with
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red and yellow in such a manner that the dark colour prevails." They
are generally supposed to be dog-flies, " which fix their sting so fast
in the flesh of cattle that they sometimes run mad." Beelzebub means
the god of flies, so that this insect was afterwards a symbol of idolatry.
" He sent divers sorts of flies among them which devoured them," and
we learn from this the evils which those reptiles wronght npon the
Egyptians (Psalm lxxviii. 45).
How strikingly, thongh symbolically, is sin displayed both in cause
and effect from these unsightly and obnoxious creatures, causing ruin
and devastation upon whatever they touched! Sin defiles everything
-the very food eaten and the air breathed; the plague of the heart,
and the plague of men; and, as an old divine says, " suckers of their
sap, bibber.. of their blood, pinchers of their hearts, and the stingers
and wringers of their very souls." Such is sin__" its teeth spears and
arrows, and its tongue a sharp sword" (Psa. lvii. 4), biting like a
serpent and stinging like an adder (Prov. xxiii. 32), emitting its filthy
savour aronnd (Eccles. x. 1), while often does it present itself as a
little trifling fly to the eye of sense, and so minute that only can the
eye of grace discern its destructive character, and it may not be seen
flying, but it is felt stinging, and even when the sting is gone its effects
remain, like the heap of dead flies in Egypt. And what a picture of a
Christless soul is Egypt in the midst of plagues, with misery, death,
and destruction all around i-clouds, but no rainbow-the wind and
the earthquake, but no still small voice; so near Goshen, yet so far
from all its blessings-peace, safety, protection, and life! The Angel
of the Covenant was preserving God's chosen ones there; the angel of
death overshadowing the Egyptians-they had made a covenant with
death, and with hell an agreement (Isa. xxviii. 15), for their eyes were
blinded and their hearts hardened. One more quotation from an old
writer (and sometimes we get more from the old than the new)-'" Oh,'
says Pharaoh, 'take away these filthy frogs and this dreadful thunder';
but what says holy David 1 'Lord, take away the iniquity of Thy
servant' ! " The one would be freed from punishment, the other from
sin; and it is most true that a Christian man is more troubled at sin
than at frogs and thunder-he sees more filthiness in sin than in
frogs and toads, and more horror than in thunder and lightning.
Such is the power of sin that it blinds the eyes of them that
believe not; and such is the power of grace that it subdues the soul,
and brings it to the only place of safety-the cross of Christ and the
feet of a dear Redeemer.-The Remembrancer.
No matter how abrupt the prayer be, so it be the representation of
our hearts. Thus did David. Where doth he pray 1 In banishment.
When 1 When his " spirit" is "overwhelmed." How doth he pray 1
He "cried." Thus Hanuah prayed herself into a composed state of
mind. Remember, resignation is the work of the Spirit of God; and
therefore you must plead for it before you have it.-John Singleton.
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-The two following letters of gratitude for parcels have
just reached me.
A Sergeant-major writes from the front: "I am still well and
enjoying the peace that passeth all understanding. For some three
weeks it has been most difficult to arrange any meetings, but last
Sunday we were able to have a nice little time together in the gun-pit
of one of our sub-sections. It was a helpful Bible class, at which
six of us were present. This was while the battery was in action,
though not actually firing at the time. Previous to this I had a walk
round, distributing books and sermons. It being the Lord's day,
I told the men I had brought them something to read. In the evening
I rode over to the other half of my battery, which is about three kilometres in the rear, with the horses and ammunition-wagons, and there
conducted a service. There were not many present at this; it being
such a fine day, football was the counter-attraction. Up to a month
ago I have often met brother - - , but now I have shifted to farther
afield. He had a brother killed in action, and the other morning,
while laying out a telephone cable, I came across his grave, on which
I have planted a rose-bush from the grounds of a chateau. How are
you keeping! I continue to keep in the best of health and spirits,
and am happy. The Lord bless you and yours."
A parcel of Bibles has been sent to this Christian brother, as well
as to the writer of the following letter, who is a bright witness for the
Master on one of the battleships. "Thank you very much for the
welcome gift of Bibles received. They have commenced their career
of usefulness. Also I am very grateful for the books. Your kindness
has been the means of helping forward the work of God on this ship,
and we are all truly grateful to Him for His love in raising you up.
We are receiving help and blessing; a backslider has returned to the
joy of the Lord since I last wrote. Last night's prayer meeting was
truly refreshing, and the spirit of earnestness plainly felt. Times
have been rather strained owing to our continual activity at sea, but
unless something quite unusual happens the meetings go on, even
though a lot may be detained on duty. The meetings are a great
help, and one or two fresh faces have turned up. God abundantly
bless you."
Many other cheering letters have come to hand. The Lord is
blessing the Testaments, the literature, and the testimony of the
Christian soldiers and sailors to the conversion of many.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRlDER.
6, STIRLING ROAD,
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, May, 1915.
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"THEIR WORKS DO FOLLOW THEM."

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
lI1Y DEAR lib. ORMISTON,-It was with great interest and refreshment
that I read lately some of the Lectures of the honoured and faithful
minister of the Lord Jesus Christ-the Rev. W. H. Krause; and I
send you another extract from the book, for THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE:
the blessing pronounced by Jacob on Gad; and I shall send you
again, if you will, the continuation of the lectUTe, the blessing of Asher
and Naphtali, some of which I palticularly liked.
What a dreadful time is the present! We may have more opportunity of realizing it too, unless in great and undeserved mercy, " for
the elect's sake," the enemy is withheld from his purpose, and all the
machinations of foes within OUT own borders are frustrated.
Oh, to live nearer to the Lord, and to have the Spirit poured out
upon us, that we might pray more earnestly for ourselves and others!
Our sure Foundation is " The Rock of Ages," and" the Lord knoweth
them that are His." May He keep us all looking to Him for everything, and trusting in His blood and righteousness alone. I hope you
find Hinl very precious to your soul, a present help in all your trouble
and weakness.
With Christian love and much esteem,
Believe me, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Ever yours sincerely,
E. C. AI.EXANDER.
35, CHESTNUT GROVE,
BIRKENHEAD, May 12th, 1915.

13rote£ltant })eacon.
THE BRITISH ENVOY TO THE VATICAN.
NEARLY ten months have now elapsed since the outbreak of the terrible
war which has devastated Europe and brought sorrow and bereavement into thousands of homes. In reviewing the situation it is impossible not to feel grateful to Almighty God that at the very outset we
were prevented from holding aloof from the conflict. So soon as it
became manifest in what spirit Germany entered upon the war, even
the men who hitherto had been possessed wit,h ultra-charitable feelings towards that country had their eyes opened to see that oUT cause
was a righteous one, and that on the ground of duty there was no
alternative course. The recent publication of the report of Lord
Bryce's Committee must have convinced the last waverer that England
would have been in a humiliating position indeed to-day if it had failed
to stand by Belgium from the first.
Admitting ,to the full that our cause is absolutely righteous, and
that it is our solemn duty as a nation to carry on the war with all our
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might, and that every unit in the nation has a part to play, the Christian with his Bible open before him is bonnd to ask the question whether
in our national attitude any course is being followed which is displeasing to Almighty God.
Most persons who think at all would agree that our national shortcomings are neither few nor trifling, and in Parliament and the Press
some of the outstanding ones have been exposed, while philanthropist-s
are exerting themselves for their removal. Christians have lamented
the widespread disbonour sbown to God's Word and God's Day, and
tbe neglect of public worship is frequently mourned. In this article
we direct attention to another matter which is causing far too little
concern in Christian circles, the appointment of an Envoy to the
Vatican. We quite allow tbat the Protestant Societies have risen to
the occasion and done their best to arouse the nation to the wrong
which has been perpetrated, and at the May :lfeetings have demanded
with no uncertain sound that the Envoy should be at once withdrawn.
But more will have to be done yet before the Government will yield
to this demand. While no doubt the step was taken to please Mr.
Hedmond and those for whom he acts, it must he borne in mind that
the Opposition are accomplices in the deed, and that the man selected
for the post of Envoy comes from the Opposition side, Sir Henry
Howard being a member of the House of Norfolk. There seems no
doubt, too, that the powers of the Censor were invoked at an early
stage to prevent criticism of the appointment being made in the Press.
In the ' Letter of Instruction' sent to Sir Henry Howard on his
appointment as " Special Envoy to his Holiness Pope Benedict XV,"
Sir Edward Grey stated that it was" for the purpose of congratulating
his Holiness on his election to the Papacy." What has the British
nation to do with the Pope of Home that they should congratnlate
him on his appointment 1 Since the Heformation the .N ationl11 Church
of this land has taken up the position thl1t ' the Bishop of Home has
no jurisdiction in this realm of England,' and even with the weakened
Declaration that His Majesty has now to make on his Accession, it
should have been impossible for the Government to advise the dispatch
of an Envoy from this country to the Vatican. It might have been
supposed that after the surrender of the present Government to Mr.
Hedmond and the Papacy in the matter of the King's Declaration
they would have been careful to show that the words 'a faithful
Protestant' were not meaningless. Instead of this, by the dispatch
of the Envoy it has been made plain that the Government themselves
are very much the tools of the Papl1! party. Mr. Michael McCarthy
has said that the dispatch of the Envoy is " part of a great scheme
which it was hoped to press forward to completion under cover of the
distraction caused by the war." This view receives confirmation from
a remark of Lord Fitzmaurice in his " Life of Lord Granville " regarding the Errington Mission in 1883, namely, that" the advisers of the
Holy See acutely thought that here was an opportunity to compel
the British Government to renew if not official at least unofficial
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relations." His Lordship's further observation should be noted, that
" there was a shower of questions in the House of Commons, and the
passions of the days of the Popish plot seemed revived," a reminder
that" a shower of questions" in both Lords and Commons is needed
now with reference to Sir H. Howard's Mission. "What is the
infatuation," asks the Rev. Digby Berry, "which always keeps our
Governments doing homage to the usurper of the authority of Christ 1
Does not the history of the past four hundred years teach us that to
fear God and defy t,he Pope is the way of our national safety 1 "
As regards the action of the Government, they should be required
to state why in face of the Bill of Rights, which forbids the English
Crown to " be reconciled to 01' hold communion with, the See 01' Church
of Rome," this" 1I1inister Plenipotentiary," as he was described in
the' Court Circular,' has been appointed.
Sir Edward Grev's ' Letter of Instruction' further stateu that Sir
Henry Howard had been appointed Envoy for the purpose of laying
before the Pope" the motives which compelled His Majesty's Government, after exhausting every effort in their power to preserve the
peace of Europe, to intervene in the present war; and informing him
of their attitude towards the various questions that arise therefrom."
Again the inquiry must be made-" Why should the British Government wish to justify themselves in the eyes of the Pope 1" Was the
Pope supposed to be such a friend of Englltnd that he was considered
entitled to receive this special honour 1 If the Foreign Secretary had
read" The Papal Conquest," by Dr, Robertson of Venice, he would
have seen the views of Dr, Andrew D. White, late Ambassador at
Berlin of the United States of America, on this subject. Dr, White
wrote: "The Vatican has always been, and is to-day, a storm centre.
The Pope and his advisers have never hesitated to urge on war, no
matter how bloody, when the slightest of their ordinary worldly purposes could be served by it. . . . Their whole policy is based on stirring up hatred and promoting conflicts from which they hope to draw
worldly !tdvantage." The Times has recently told us that the Kaiser
" has personally cultivated the friendship of the Vatican under three
successive pontiffs with the utmost assiduity," In 1902, the Kaiser,
speaking at Aix-la-Chapelle, said: "It was with pride and joy that
he was able to tell them that, the Pope had said to his special Ambassador, who went to Rome on the occasion of the Holy Father's jubilee,
that he (the Pope) had always kept a high opinion of the piety of the
Germans, and especially of the German army; and the Ambassador
was to tell his Sovereign that the country in Europe where control,
order, and discipline still prevailed, with respect for authority, and
regard for the Church, and where the latter could live, was the German
Empire, and for that the Papal See was indebted to the German
Emperor."
This will, perhaps, explain why the Pope has never denounced the
barbarities of the German Army although they were committed upon
hi!! own ehildren in Belgium. With the report of Lord Bryce's Com-
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mittee before them the whole world condemns t4e unspeakable brutalities and outrages of the German soldiery, but the Pope, who calls himself the' Vicar of Christ,' has remained silent. No doubt he considered
it discreet so to act, but that such an opportunist politician should be
honoured by this Protestant nation by the dispatch of "an Envoy·
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary" is the height of folly
on our part, and tends to make our country look ridiculous in the eyes
of thoughtful men.
Worse still, with the Word of God open before us, how are we regarded
by Him Who knows all that is taking place, from Whom no secrets
are hid 1 He is a jealous God Who has declared" My glory will I not
give to another, neither 1\1y praise to graven images:' He punished
His chosen people Israel for going down to Egypt for help instead of
trusting in Him, and this nation is placing itself in great peril by looking
for help to the representative of that system which is " drunken with
the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus."
Will not our Christian leaders, Churchmen and Nonconformists, put
this aspect of the question before the Prime Minister and the Foreign
Secretary, and warn them that we cau !lot expect a full share of the
Divinc blessing 0 long as the Brit.ish nation retains an Envoy to the
Vatican 1 At least let every true Christian join in importunate
prayer that the Envoy may be withdrawn without delay. "The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much."

F. P.
CONVOCATION AND THE REVISION OF THE PRAYER BOOK.
"THE COlmcil of the Church Association enters a solemn protest
against the action of the Joint Committee of the Canterbury Houses
of Convocation in adopting proposals for the legalizing of an alternative Use, which-being of a distinctly Romanizing character-amounts
to a declaration of war against the Protestantism of the Church of
England.
" The Council-while disapproving of many other of the suggested
changes-desires to concentrate public attention upon certain proposals
concerning the Communion Servicc, the effect of which is practically
to legalize the Mass in the Church of England, for it is recommended
to sanction, inter alia :" 1. The use of the Chasuble, familiarly and correctly termed the
'Mass Vestment,' which has been identified for a thousand
years ,vith 'blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits' concerning the Mass (Article XXX!.).
"2. The re-arrangement of the Communion prayers, to facilitate
the inculcation of sacerdotal ideas which are excluded by the
present order of the service, and to provide occasion for adora·
tion of the Sacrament:
., 3. The mutilation of the sentences of administration,:"to foster
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a belief in the so-called ' Real' Presence which is barred out
by the present words.
" 4. The alteration of the rubrics which now forbid a priest to
celebrate \vithout having bona fide communicants.
" 5. The Reservation of the Sacrament, to encourage a dangerous
belief in the quasi-mechanical efficacy of the mere administration of the Sacraments, and to give opportunity for
'idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful Christians' (Note at
end 0/ the Communion Service).
"6. The recital of prayers for the dead which may be linked with
tIle Communion Service, and thus to admit of the celebration
'
of ' Masses for the faithful departed.'
" It must be emphasized that Convocation does not fully or properly
represent the Clergy, and does not at all represent the Laity of the
Church of England, and as these proposals require the ultimate
sanction of Parliament it follows tbat a period of violent agitation is
inaugurated by the Canterbury Convocation at a time when all the
energies of the Nation should be directed to a successful prosecution
of the War.
" But apart from this consideration the Joint Committee's Report
is a declaration of war on the Protestant character of the Church of
England, and Evangelicals will surely not be slow in accepting the
challenge, but rally as one man to the rescue of the Church from the
danger which threatens it.
"The insidious proposal of the Canterbury Houses to leave the
present Book of Common Prayer as it stands, while suggesting a
second volume or Schedule thereto for alternative use, which Schedule
would open the door for the Mass, together with the use of the
Chasuble, Alb, Maniple and Biretta, will have the effect of cutting
the Church permanently in two by the authorization of two rival
Prayer-books which will represent two distinct and antagonistic
religions.
" The proposal violates the principles and ol'der of the Church of
England by abandoning uniformity of service in favour of a
legalized diversity which would introduce dissension and schism into
every parish at the discretion of the Ordinary. For the Joint Committee proposes to leave the question of the alternative Use to the
Ordinary and not to the parishioners themselves.
"The Council protests against the insincere statement that the
proposals in question do not alter the doctrine of the Church of England.
Clearly they are a reversal of the process whereby the errors of Romanism were shut out of our formularies, and it is idle to pretend that
a reversal of reform does not mean the reinstatement of corruption.
" The Council endorses the words of the Dean of Canterbury that
, the Convocations have now taken formal and official steps to destroy
the Evangelical character of the Church of England.'
"The effort to legalize
the Vestments which have been ,declared
.
(\
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to be illegal by the highest Court having jurisdiction in causes ecclesiastical involves a grave insult to judicial authority and must be sternly
opposed; and in the opinion of the Council active preparations for
resistance to this great betrayal must be taken in hand, and appeal
made to the judgment of the public.
"It now becomes the duty of Evangelical clergy and laity to
agitate by all legitimate means for the rejection by Parliameut of
the Oanterbury Convocation proposals. The Church Association will
do its duty, and, pending its appeal to the country which ,vill now be
organized, it calls upon' all sober and peaceable and truly conscientious
sons of the Church of England' to maintain with resolute determination, and without any competitor, the Prayer Book consecrated by the
blood of the Martyrs and endeared to us by the loyal approval and
reverent use of twelve generations of English Churchmen of all schools
of thought."
E. DARBYSHIRE (Chairman),
J. W. D. BARRON (Secretary).
CHURCH ASSOCIATION,
13 and H, BUCKINGHAM ST., STRAND, W.C.
25th March, 1915.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
By the h.-indness of the Vicar, the Rev. W. C. Heaton, M.A., the
beautiful and historic church of St. Bride's, Fleet Street, was placed
at the disposal of the Society for the City Sermon on April 23rd, which
was preached by the Rev. J. M. Sangar, B.A., Rector of Elworthy,
Somerset. In the regretted absence of the Vicar, the prayers were
read by the Rev. C. H. Maxwell, M.A., of the Church Pastoral Aid
Society. It was gratifying to see so large a congregation, which
included the Revs. W. D. Sykes, J. J. Beddow, W. Sinden, and other
ministers, as well as many members of the Committee. Mr. Sangar
took for bis text 2 Cor. v. 13-15. The sermon was profitable and
powerful, and will be published in due course. Copies can be obtained
from tbe Office, at one penny each. A good collection was taken.
The 108th Annual Meeting was held in the Cannon Street Hotel,
on May 7th. Mr. F. A. Bevan presided, and addresses were given
by T. W. H. Inskip, Esq., K.C., the Revs. W. Brooke, of Croydon,
and J. W. Dance, A.K.C., of Leamington, ~ir. A. Hayles, Mr.
Ebenezer Carr, and others. Among those present were Canon Inskip,
the Revs. W. D. Sykes, J. J. Beddow, T. Carr, G. Doudney, and W. J. E.
Chambers. An excellent collection was made. Copies of the Annual
Report submitted will be sent, post free, on application.
Legacies have been affected by the war, hence the urgent need of
fresh contributions to enable the Committee to maintain the work
among the 1411 pensioners and in the seven Homes.
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On Thursday, June 10th, the Anniversary of the Camberwell Home
will (D.V.) be held at the Home. Tbe Rev. J. J. Beddow, A.K.C.,
will preach at 3.30. Tea at 5.0 o'clock; tickets 1/- each. H. T.
McCarthy, Esq., will preside at 6.30 over the Evening Meeting, and
addresses will be given by the Revs. H. Atherton, J. J. Beddow, and
C. Midmer, Mr. A. Vine, and other friends.
Mrs. James Jones, :i\JIrs. McCarthy and the Lady Visitors request
the pleasure of the company of all well.wishers, at the South London
Sale of Work, at 33, De Crespigny Park, Denmark Hill, on Thursday,
June 24th. Miss Biddulph will open the Sale at 3.0 o'clock.
The Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home will be held on Friday,
July 2nd. Sermons at 3.15 and 6.45 o'clock by the Revs. T. Hougbton,
of Bath, and J. H. Snow, of Blackburn. Tea at 5.0 o'clock iu the hall;
tickets, 6d. each. The Ladies will also hold their Sale of Work on
behalf of the Benevolent Fund for sick and infirm inmates.
A letter recently sent by a supporter in Canada has cheered the
Committee. It contains the following message: "I decided that
as times were bad and living dearer I would double my previous
subscription, therefore I have pleasure in enclosing bank draft,
value two gnineas, which I trust will reach you in safety."

A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE KING, as Sovereign of the Order of the Garter, has given directions
that the following names should be forthwith struck off the Roll
of Knights of the Order: The Emperor of Austria; The German
Emperor; The King of Wiirtemberg; The German Crown Prince;
The Grand Duke of Hesse and the Rhine; Prince Henry of Prussia ;
The Duke of Saxe·Coburg and Gotha; The Duke of Cumberland.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, speaking in a recent debate on
the output of munitions, lifted the curtain on some of the secrets of
the war. With the authority of Lord Kitchener he made the following
new statements :-·(1) The Committee of Imperial Defence has always
proceeded upon the assumption that the Expeditionary Force would
be six divisions. After eight months of war there are more than six
times as many men out there fully equipped and supplied with adequate
ammunition, and every man who has fallen has been replaced. (2) In
the fortnight's battle around Neuve Chapelle almost as much ammuni·
tion was spent by our artillery as during the whole of the Boer War.
(3) Orders which have been placed involve the employment of from
2,500 to 3,000 firms in the production of munitions.
The climax of German criminality, so far, was reached when the
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great British liner, the Lusitania, was torpedoed by a German submarine, without warning, off the Irish coast on Friday afternoon,
May 7th. According to the Cunard Company, the total number of
souls on board was 1906, of whom over 1100 perished. Amongst these
there was a large number of American passengers. At the inquest
on five of the victims, held at Kinsale, the verdict of the jury was :" That this appalling crime was contrary to international law and the
conventions of all civilized nations, and we therefore charge the officers
of the said submarine, and the Emperor and Government of Germany,
under whose orders they acted, with the crime of wilful and wholesale
murder before the tribunal of the civilized world."
The destruction of the Lusitania has led to strong anti-German
riots in London and the provinces, as well as in South Africa, with the
result that the Government have determined to resort to more stringent
. measures against enemy aliens. They are now to be put out of reach
of harm by internment or deportation, unless grounds are shown for
exceptional treatment. Naturalized persons of enemy origin will be
left at liberty. An" advisory body of judicial character" is to be
set up to consider claims for exemption from the general rule.
The Trinitarian Bible Society reports that their total circulation of
English and foreign Bibles, Testaments, and Portions during last
year was 344,165.
At the Annual Meeting of the Church Association the following
resolution, moved by Mr. T. W. H. Inskip, K.C., and seconded by
Mr. Albert Mitchell, was carried unanimously:-" (1) That no revision
of the Book of Common Prayer which has not been submitted to and
approved (after full consideration) by the Laity of the Church can
justly be carried out, inasmuch as the Laity have the greatest stake
in the Prayer Book; independently of the fact that any such revision
must be submitted to, and approved by Parliament, seeing that the
Church of England is the National Church of this country. (2) That
the particular proposals now set forth in the Convocation of Canterbury
are highly controversial and largely of a reactionary and anti-Reformation character, including the suggested sanction of the Chasuble,
which is the 'distinctive vestment' of the Mass. (3) That the
present time of national crisis is not opportune for the adequate
discussion of any proposals for revision, least of all for those of such
a nature. (4) That any attempt to press the present Convocation
proposals would he an act of disloyalty both to Church and nation,
and should be strongly resisted."
During the past year the Bible Society has circulated 10,162,413
copies of the Holy Scriptures in whole or in part. This unprecedented
total was largely due to the great demand for the Word of God
amongst the sailors and soldiers of all nations,
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THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN. By PASTOR E. POOLE-CONNOR.
68· pages. Price 6d. post free. (AYLESBURY: HUNT, BARNARD
AND CO., LTD.)
" This little book," the Author says, "is iutended for the use of
beginners in the study of the Scriptures concerniug the Lord's Return."
It consists of niue brief chapters on " The Prophecy of Daniel," "The
Olivet Prophecy," "Paul and the Thessalonians," "The Coming of
the Lord in relation to the Professing Church," " The Comiug of the
Lord iu relation to the Believer's Service," "Watchfulness," "The
Purpose and Methods of Grace," "The Immiuence of the Lord's
Comiug," and "Israel." The Author writes simply, helpfully, and
clearly on each of these topics, and we consider that others besides
beginners would do well to read the book. We warmly commend it.
BIBLES, TESTAMENTS, GOSPELS, AND PSALMS FOR OUR SOLDIERS AXD
SAILORS. To be obtained hom lIb. D. CATT, 74. STRA...'D,
LONDON, W.C.
We rejoice greatly at the excellent work which Mr. D. Catt is doiug
among our brave sailors and soldiers at the hont. Since September
last he has circulated 968,000 Bibles, Testaments, Gospels, and Psalms
amongst them. These are neatly bound in khaki for our soldiers, and
in blue serge for the navy. The Pocket Testaments and Gospels are
well suited for such distribution at this time. In no better way can
we help forward the extension of the Lord's Kingdom than by circulating His own Word amongst the men who are ready to lay down
their Jives for our Country. We strongly recommend our readers to
send postal orders to :tIfr. Catt for parcels of these Pocket Testaments,
for distribution among the soldiers quartered in their neighbourhood,
or for sending out to the men already at the hont. Donations also
for his work will be gladly acknowledged by Mr. Catt.
MERCIES received are in a special manner to be remembered.
Mercies received are encouragements to ask, and strong grounds to
hope for the mercies we want.-Stephen Oharnock.
BEAUTIFUL is that soul that hath put on Christ; beautiful is the
place thou dwellest in, and all the parts thou comest into; beautiful
is the table thou sittest at, and beautiful is the company thou art
among! Oh, beautiful is the soul that wears that long white robe of
the righteousness of Christ! And beautiful is the soul and conscience
that is washed in the blood of the Lamb! So faith can make a man
or woman beautiful before God, beautiful before the sight of both
men and angels.-John Welch.

