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THE

FULNESS

OF

CHRIST.

" The Church, which is His body, the /ulness 0/ Him Tlwt filleth all
in all."-EpHESIANS i. 22, 23.
THE Church of GOD is composed of poor sinners, called out of their
sinnership to be saints of GOD. How often is the word " saints"
used in ridicule of the LORD'S people, but what matters that?
Whatever they may be called in ridicule, they may be happy that
they are what GOD has made them-His own dear children. To
grow into a saint is an impossibility, but to be born a saint is what
is happening continually. The people of GOD do not become
saints by any attainment of grace, they are born saints. And oh !
dear fellow-believers and fellow-pilgrims, there is a joyful time
coming for the LORD'S saints! Soon they will all be worshipping
up yonder with a spotless worship-there, where there is no pain
nor weepmg.
" There they shall see His face,
And never never sin,
But from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
" The Church, which is His Body "-" the Church of the Firstborn," "the Temple of the LORD." And CHRIST is contemplating
the perfection of this Temple. He will not come till the last of
19
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His children is gathered in. In 1 Kings vii. 51 we read: "So
was ended all the work that king SOLOMON made for the house of
the LORD. And SOLOMON brought in the things which DAVID
his father had dedicated; even the silver, and the gold, and the
vessels, did he put among the treasures of the house of the LORD."
Then, when everything was finished, when the holy house was
perfected, the Ark-the symbol of CHRIST'S coming-was brought
up. "Then SOLOMON assembled the elders of ISRAEL, and all
the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of
ISRAEL, unto king SOLOMON in JERUSALEM, that they might bring
up the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD out of the city of DAVID,
which is ZION. . . . And the priests brought in the Ark of the
Covenant of the LORD unto his place, into the oracle of the house,
to the most holy place, even under the wings of the cherubims.
. . . And they drew out the staves, that the ends of the staves
w'ere seen out in the holy place before the oracle, and they were
not seen without: and there they are unto this day" (1 Kings
viii. 1, 6, 8). In the Tabernacle the staves were never drawn out.
Here is the LORD'S rest, and it symbolizes the Coming of our
adorable REDEEMER to His Finished Temple. Then there will be
no more weary journeyings, no more wanderings, for the staves
are withdrawn and the people of the LORD are found together
with the LORD.
In verses 10 and 11 of this same chapter of the First Book of
the Kings we read: "And it came to pass, when the priests were
come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the
LORD, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of
the cloud: for the glory ,of the LORD had filled the house of the
LORD." The LORD JEHOVAH occupied the whole of that holy
house, from summit to base, the length and th@ breadth of it.
And so when He comes, He will occupy the whole of His Church.
That is why it is called" the fulness of Him That filleth all in all "
-to be unto it its fulness-no lack in that day!-the fulness of
His glory that is to occupy each member of that Body, CHRIST
Himself the Head.
And then, the resurrection of CHRIST'S mystical Body-cause
and effect. Can CHRIST be risen from the dead, and His members
remain behind 1 That were to destroy the figure. One life must
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inhabit the whole-there can not be left in the grave one redeemed
silmer. As surely as CHRIST rose from the dead, so each one of His
sleeping members, when the trumpet shall sound, shall be raised
up. They truly are one now, but that will be the MANIFESTATION
of it" for the simple reason that CHRIST has risen. CHRIST is the
Resurrection of His members, and we can not imagine Him, the
Life, living, and His members dead. The Person of CHRIST and
the Life of CHRIST in a believer can not be separated. Death and
life are opposites-they can never be reconciled. CHRIST is the
Life of the believer-" CHRIST, Who is our Life" (Col. iii. 4)therefore the believer must live also. "Because I live, ye shall
live also "-that makes it certain, leaves no question open, unsatisfied. SATAN would interpose if he could, as he did in the case
of JESUS, that He might not rise. But He did rise, showing how
SATAN was impotent to hinder His resurrection. And equally
is he impotent to hinder the resurrection of believers, though they
may have slumbered for millenniums. None-not SATAN-can
hinder them from rising from the grave and putting on the incorruptible. "This corruptible must "-that is GOD'S word-" put
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality." 0
grave, where is thy victory; 0 death, where is thy sting, in
.
face of these eternal verities ~
CHRIST rose as the firstfmits of them that slept. The Jewish
Law forbade the reaping lill the first sheaf was cut and presented
before GOD. And so the blessed JESUS, in a figure, when He rose
from the dead was the harvest first·fmit sheaf, and ascendedthat was the earnest of His people's gathering in, His people by
choice, by love everlasting, by effectual redemption and equally
effectual regeneration. How delightful to think of a world of
empty graves! All risen! Some" unto the resurrection of life,"
others (awful truth!) "unto the resurrection of damnation"
(John v. 29). What a clearance will there be in that day-the
day of the LORD'S power, when He separates between the evil and
the good. Nothing offensive shall be left-not one offensive
thought, or word spoken. Nothing bu'o " holiness to the LORD"
written on all things, even "upon the bridles [margin] of the
horses "-the little insignificant things will all be stamped with
that Imperial sign, all "To the LORD." "The fulness of Him
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That filleth all in all." All the emptiness ours, the infinite merit
His. "Salvation belongeth unto the LORD"; "Thy blessing is
upon Thy people "-nothing between! Oh! may it be ours to
become increasingly satisfied with Him, with the good measure
which He gives. "Good measure, pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over," such is the measure of GOD'S salvation to all them that believe. Oh! beloved in CHRIST, is not our
adorable REDEEMER indeed" worthy to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing,"
for ever and ever.
" Hark! how the glorious hosts above,
Around the great JEHOVAH'S throne,
Enjoying His eternal love,
The Author of theu' glory own;
Without a jarring note they sing,
, Salvation to our GOD' and KING.
" Brought Home by rich and sovereign grace,
From every nation, tribe, and tongue,
They bow before JEHOVAH'S face,
And join the everlasting song;
Without a sorrow, fear, or doubt,
, Salvation to our GOD,' they shout.
" Arrayed in robes of righteousness,
With glorious crowns and harps of gold,
Among them JESUS dwells to bless;
His matchless glory they behold,
And as they gaze, repeat their songs,
, Salvation to our GOD' belongs.
" Oh, when shall we among them stand,
In JESU'S righteousness complete,
Ohtain our place at His right hand,
And cast our crowns before His feet 1
We'll join the heavenly chorus then,
, Salvation to our GOD!' Amen!"
CLIFTON, BRISTOL.

THE EDITOR.

CHRIST suffers His loving and beloved people to weep; because
there is nothing better in this life, than an heart affiicted for the sake
of Christ: nor does anything prepare us more for the visitations and
graces of our blessed Saviour, than those tears which flow from our
grid at the Heavenly Bridegroom's absence, and from our ardent
desire to possess Him.-Quesnel.
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HOLDING FAST AND HOLDING FORTH.
" Holding fast the faithfttl Word."-TITUS i. 9.
" Holding forth the Word of life."-PHIL. ii. 16.

BOTH these passages speak of the Word of God. In one it is called
"the faithful Word." In the other it is called ".the Word of life."
In the former passage we are taught that one of the qualifications
of a minister of the Gospel is that he holds fast the faithful Word.
In the latter passage we are taught that one of the duties of believers in general is that they should hold forth the Word of life
for the benefit of others. The two texts suggest four points for
consideration.
First, we are taught that the Word of God is a faithful Word.
It is a W6rd which is trustworthy and reliable. We can rest upon
it with confidence.
1. It is faithful or trustwort.hy in regafd· to its doctrines.
We can rely upon its teaching in regard to the doctrine of sin.
It tells how sin was introduced. "By one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned" (Rom. v. 12). It teaches that all men are
sinners by imputation, by nature and by practice. "By one man's
disobedience many were made or constituted sinners." The
result of the Fall is that all Adam's descendants are born in sin.
They are obliged to confess, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity;
and in sin did my mother conceive me" (Psa. li. 5). "The heart
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii.
9). This depravity of nature is universal. "All have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God." "There is none righteous,
no, not one. There is none that understandeth, there is none that
seeketh after God." Every mouth must be stopped and all the
world must be recognized as guilty before God. "Man is very
far gone from original righteousness, and is of his own nature
inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth always contrary to the
spirit" (Article IX.). The practical outcome of this evil nature,
which appertains to all the offspring of Adam, is the long and
black catalogue of sins which the Apostle calls " the lusts of the
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flesh." 'Whether we own it or not, the faithful, trustworthy, and
unerring Word of God depicts our true character, and sets forth
the true doctrine of sin. It is no less faithful in teaching the true
doctrine of penalty. "The wages of sin is death." "The soul
that sinneth, it shall die." "The wicked shall be turned into
hell and all the people that forget God." "Depart from Me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels."
"Everlasting punishment" is stated to be the penalty awaiting
the ungodly, and" life eternal" the blessed portion of the saved.
It will indeed be well for us if we believe the faithful Word as
to our sin and danger, for it is only then that we shall be ready,
through Divine grace, to flee for safety from the wrath to come to
Him Whose blood alone can cleanse from all sin. The faithful
Word is indeed reliable as to the righteous judgments of God
against sin. But it does not stop there. That same Word faithfully reveals God's wondrous scheme of salvation by Divine grace.
It tells of " eternal life, which God, That cannot lie, promised before
the world began" (Tit. i. 2). It tells of Him Who undertook to
procure that life for His people. It records His incarnation, His
atoning and substitutionary death, His triumphant resurrection,
His exaltation to the throne of His Father, His present intercession
on behalf of His people, and His Second Coming to receive them
unto Himself, that where He is, there they may be also. It
announces that "the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord," and it assmes us that God has gi,en Him power
over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as the
Father has given Him (John xvii. 2). As the result of tills Divine
plan and purpose, the Son bore the penalty of their sins upon the
cross, and He gives unto His sheep eternal life, and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of His hand.
In other words, the faithful Word not only teaches the doctrines
of human sin and righteous judgment, but it teaches the doctrine
of salvation through the blood of the Lamb. It says, that" God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." "To Him give all the prophets witness, that through
His Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of
sins." "Come unto Me" (it says to weary sinners) "all ye that

The Gospel Magazine

295

labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." A warm
welcome awaits the penitent and returning sinner. Through
Christ's merits he has access to God, all His sins are blotted out, he
is clothed in the spotless robe of Christ's righteousness, placed in
God's family, indwelt by the Spirit, kept by Divine power, and
finally exalted to heavenly glory. It is a faithful saying, recorded
by the faithful Word, that Christ Jesus, "the faithful Witness,"
and the Surety of His people, came into the world to save sinners,These and other doctrines may indeed be relied upon, for they are
taught by "the faithful Word."
2. It is faithful or trustworthy in regard to its rrrecepts.
Do we want to know how those who are the subjects of Divine
grace, and who have been rescued from the wrath to come, should
order their lives and conversation ~ That Word gives a faithful
and trustworthy answer. It reminds the believer that he has
been delivered from the power of darkness and tmnslated into
the Kingdom of God's dear Son. He is no longer under the
authority of Satan, and no longer in the broad way which leads to
destruction. He has been separated from the world, and brought
into the nanow path. His face is Zionward, and he is to walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith he is called. His chief end in
life now is "to glorify God and to enjoy Him fOT ever." Having
been delivered from the hand of his enemies, he is to seek to serve
God without fear, in holiness and righteousness all the days of his
life. Satan is to be resisted, the flesh subdued, and the world, its
pleasures, its books, its music, its principles and its company
shunned. The faithful Word is "profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works" (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17). Guidance as to all questions which
concern the conduct, the conversation, and the walk of the believer
is furnished by " the faithful Word."
3. It is faithful or trustworthy in l'egard to 1:ts promises.
"The Word of our God shall stand for ever." He Who has
spoken the promises is the faithful God, and" what He has promised
He is able also to perform." The faithful Word is full of " exceeding great and precious promises" scattered all over its precious
pages. We may enter the garden of God's Word and pluck at will
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the flowers of promise that abotmd in every part of it. We may
ravish our hearts with the delight and comfort which these promises
afford. We may rest upon them with confidence, for they are all
tried, proved and trustworthy. These promises cover all our
needs. They tell of present comfort, strength, guidance and
provision, and also of future and eternal blessedness. They are
abiding and inexhaustible. Let us take our fill of them and come
again for more.
Secondly, we are taught that the Word of God is a Word
0/ Li/e.
1. It is this because it tell8 of the source, cause and Give! 0/ Life.
The Jncarnate Word said to the Jews, "Search the Scriptures;
for in them ye think ye have eternal life : and they are they which
testify of Me" (John v. 39). They testify of Him Who is the
Source of life. "In Him was life; and the life was the light of
men." He is the way, the truth, and the life. God hath gi ven
to His people eternal life, and)his life is in His Son. "He that
hath the Son, hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath
not life" (1 John v. 11, 12). There is no life apart from Him. "The
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." He has
purchased life for His people by His death. The curse of death
was their deserved portion, but He redeemed them from the curse
of the law, being made a curse for them (Gal. ill. 13). And having
thus secured life for them, He says, "I gi\"e unto them eternal life,
and they shall never perish" (John x. 2). Those who are the
objects of His infinite grace and mercy say, " Lord, to whom shall
we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe
and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God"
(John vi. 68, 69).
2. The Word is also the Word of life because it is a mean8 0/
bestowing life.
The living people of God are a people who have been "born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Pet. i. 23). God
the Holy Ghost uses the Word of life as a means of regenerating
and quickening and sanctifying all the elect people of God. "Of
His own will begat He us with the Word of truth, that we should
be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures" (Jas. i. 18).
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Thirdly, we are taught that the Word of God is to be held fast.
The kind of men whom Titus was to ordain for the ministry
were men who held fast the faithful Word (Tit. i.9). They were
first to seek prayerfully for a clear and comprehensive grasp of
the great truths of God's Word. Then they were to hold them
fast against all comers. They were never to abandon the fixed,
immutable and eternal truths of God's Word. Such men are
needed to-day, men of fixed principles, men who are not carried
about with every ,\·,.ind of doctrine. Some tell us that the truths
taught in the first century are not suited for the twentieth century.
The faithful Word, however, says, "For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word
is settled in heaven" (Psa. cxix, 89). Under no circumstances
must we add to, diminish from or let go the faithful, abiding, living
and eternal Word. This tenacious grasp of the Word is to be the
characteristic of believers in general. They are to "prove all
things" and" hold fast that which is good." "Watch ye, stand
fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong." We live in times
when men will not endure the sound doctrine of the faithful Word,
but the people of God are to give the more earnest heed to the
things which they have heard out of the Scriptures, lest at any
time they should let them slip (Heb. ii. 1-3).
Lastly, we are taught that the Word of God is to be held forth.
God's people are" in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation"
among whom they are to shine as luminaries in the world, " holding
forth the Word of life" (Phi!. ii. 15, 16). They are not to keep the
precious truths of the Word to themselves, but they are to disseminate the seed of Divine Truth for the benefit of others.
The Word should be held forth prominently, so that others who
are in darkness may see its light. It should be held forth universally, that so God may by means of its precious Gospel teachings
call, quicken, sanctify and save His people who are scattered all
over the world. "Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel
to every creature." The Word of life should be translated, printed
and circulated in all the languages of the earth.
" How precious is the Book Divine,
By inspiration given!
Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine,
To guide our souls to heaven.

•
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"It sweetly cheers our drooping hearts,
In this dark vale of tears;
Life, light, and joy its tl'l1th imparts,
And quells our rising fears.
" This lamp, through all the tedious night
Of life, shall guide our way;
Till we behold the clearer light
Of everlasting day! "-John Fawcett.

Bath.

THOMAS ROUGHTON.

"THE MANIFESTED GLORY OF CHRIST."
CAN there be any satisfaction comparable to this, to behold, by faith,
eternal life descending from heaven to us in Christ's love and grace;
and to find at the same time this same faith encouraged to climb up to
the possession of this life ~ This happiness is great enough to disgrace
and disparage the poor portion of the woddling, that not only perisheth
with the using, but he must perish because he hath no better things,
nor things that accompany salvation. But yet, though the believer,
in and by his fellowship with the Father and the Son, by the Spirit,
hath a joy that the stranger can not intermeddle with, yet his joy
when most full is greatly short of theirs in heaven. Only where perfect
seeing is, perfect likeness is; and where perfect likeness is, there perfect
satisfaction is. This satisfaction and blessedness is expressed by the
enjoyer in love and praise. Groaning under misery is not more natural
to the afflicted than exultation is to the happy. As believers feel
their present or see their future greater happiness, so is their praise
and their love. But how feeble are all their expressions of it! Our
best praises on earth are little hetter than sweet and delightful groan·
ings under the heavy yet dear load of lovingkindness. David, who was
made the best artist at praise of any saint, how doth he praise 1-" Who
am I, and what is my house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto ~ And
is this the manner of man, 0 Lord God ~ And what can David say
more to Thee 1 " (2 Sam. vii. 18, 19.) He asks quest.ions he ean not
answer: he is silent as soon as he begins to praise, and thus he praiseth
rightly. Whoever thinks he hath balances to weigh merey in, never
felt the load of mercy; and that man is farthest from right praising
that thinks he can praise, and is best pleased with his praising. But
perfect praising is reserved for heaven; and none can learn that song
but they that are with the Lamb in that Mount Zion (Rev. xiv. 1-4).
Perfect seeing of Christ's glory, perfect likeness to Him by that sight,
perfect happiness by that likeness, and perfect expression of that
happiness, are all within the veil; and all we have and know on earth
are but faint and dark shadows thereof.-Traill (1685).
\
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WELLSPRINGS.
" The blessing of the Lord, it ma7ceth rich, and He addeth no
with it."-PRovERBs x. 22.

SOttOlt'

would be without that blessing of which the Royal Family of
heaven can boast! "Give me Christ or else I die," cries the living
hungering longing soul, "and having Christ I possess all things." All
things? Yes, all things that pertain to life and Godliness, but not
all things by a long way that the natural heart runs after. We may
look for many things we have not. In mercy they are denied us. We
may ask for many a gift that He sees fit to withhold from us, and which
we shall understand hereafter would have been the worst tbing we
could have desired, and therefore by His wisdom and mercy it was with·
held. He has promised to "withhold" "no good thing," and that
leaves •• margin to search when a gift is recalled or withheld, and we
may rest assured, if such is the experience, He has a purpose of love in
that withholding.
"Good when He gives-supremely good,
WHO

Nor less when He denies,
E'en crosses in His sovereign baud,

Are blessings in disguise."
It is true that "all things work _together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose."
Where the mistake in understanding this is, so many stop short in
quoting the verse, and say, even thoughtlessly, when adverse winds
prove contrary, " All things work together for good"; but the Holy
Spirit declares that these" all things" which do "work together for
good," are made over" to them that love God," and" are the called
according to His purpose." Thus the woddling can not see how" all
things" can possibly work together for good. Unsanctified aftliction
hardens the heart. A carnal reason rebels at afRiction and sorrow. It
works not for good, unless a Divine Alchemist is working with that end
in view. But the child of God under the chastening hand of his
heavenly Father, Who doth not aftlict willingly nor grieve the children
of men, finds that the heart of his Father is very tenderness itself, and
moving to bring about some blessing, though it be thus disguised. And
in the" afterward," " the peaceable fruits of righteousness" are found
to His glory in His exercised child. This is the truth which our text
enforces-" The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and He addeth no
sorrow with it." The blessing of Jehovah, for you see" Lord" is in
capital letters, which implies it. It is the blessing of the Triune God.
"Thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is He [Jehovahl That
giveth thee power to get wealth," declared the commandment of God
through His servant Moses; whilst the prophet Hosea reiterates the
same truth when testifying against the ingratitude and sinful indiffer-
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ence of God's ancient people: "For she did not know that I [Jehovah]
gave her corn, and wine, and oil."
But the Church of Christ, and every individual member of that
Church, is blessed with the blessing of a Triune Jehovah. A Trinity of
Persons is engaged on their behalf, and the blessing of Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit rests upon each in holy concert--all the three Persons
equally willing and able to bless the objects of Their love. It is a commanded blessing. "There the Lord commanded the blessing, even life
for evermore." Oh, how sovereign, free, and independent it is! Because He determined to love and bless, so it is, and the blessing is irrevocable. It is indeed a " fathomless abyss, a hidden mystery." To
the favoured subjects of this blessing there is no sorrow added with it.
This .is a deep truth, for who among God's Family in Zion but has his
many and poignant sorrows 1 Looking back over the steps of life's
pilgrimage, how many are the sorrows they recall. What deep places
of the earth have they been called into. What waves of sorrow have
plunged them into its waters. They have travelled much by night.
They walked more often in the shade than under the sunshine. They
were met at each turn with afiliction, pain, and toil, and ofttimes cried
out with the beloved hymnist Fawcett"Is this, dear Lord, that thorny road
Which leads us to the mount of God?
Are these the toils Thy people know,
While in the wilderness below?
" 'Tis even so, Thy faithful love
Doth thus Thy children's graces prove;
'Tis thus our pride and self must fal!,
That Jesus may be All in all."
Yes, this is the appointed pathway, "through much tribulation" ;
but, dear child of God, remember you are under the covert of blessing
all the time. "He hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it." The blessing is determined, the blessing is free, the blessing is commanded. It
rests upon the persons of the redeemed, because of Jesus. The Father
sees Him, and His Church in Him. Thus the blessing rests upon Theu'
habitation (" Whose bnilding are ye "), and not one sorrow can possibly
be added above and beyond what He has determined shall be in your
cup. Few or many, long or short, bitter or sweet, " your sorrows in
the scale He weighs, and measures out your tears." No," you see t.he
scale balanced and turned in yOUl" favour. Now as you" observe these
things," you begin to " understand" somewhat of " t.he 10ving1.-indness
of the Lord." You find His rich compassions that fail not, His Divine
compensations which run parallel and give you grace to endure to t.he
end, nor cast away your confidence. For most truly God's children do
enjoy Divine compensation, whilst they would utterly repudiate the
thought t.hat they come on the ground of merit or reward. The Lord
gives none account of His matters. He does not see fit ofttimes to
explain His acts to His people; He stills them in the quiet confidence
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of Him Who says, " What I do, thou knowest not now, but thou shalt
know hereafter." And if He takes away, He so makes up for that
of which we are deprived, that the heart, satisfied with His way and
His will, is constrained to own it lacks nothing. " Himself He leaves
us still," and that is the believers' secret of possessing all things. That
is their rich compensation, but not in the way of desert, merit, nor
indebtedness. It is all to cause the child of God to live a life of faith,
and " leave to His sovereign sway to choose and to command" His
gifts, and with as perfect right to withhold or recall 'my.
Do we not trace the truth of this in the history of the saints of old 1
Abraham must have had such a sense of the Divine Presence and
support as enabled him at his God's bidding not only to offer up his
dearly loved son Isaac, but to comply readily, cheerfully, arising and
setting forth on his errand of mysterious import early in the morning
and staying not short of his accomplishing purpose until the knife was
Taised in ·his hand. The faith Divinely inspired worked in lively exercise indeed, as he " accounted that God was able to raise him up, even
from the dead." And was not Jacob richly compensated, even if he
must needs go halting all the rest of his pilgrimage, since he obtained
the blessing he sought and "lTestled for 1 The Lord's dear" meek"
servant Moses too-did he not suffer for the provocations of the children
of Israel until, having acted rashly, disobediently and sinfully, and
having spoken unadvisedly with his lips, he waS not allowed to go over
Jordan into the promised land. But, oh! the tenderness of Moses'
God. Representatively he must die the judicial death for the people,
but the Lord laid His dear servant to sleep. He died on the mouth of
Jehovah, or" Jehovah kissed him to sleep." And He kept the place
of his sepulchre secret unto this day. Centuries later, lIIoses was with
the favoured few on the Mount of Transfiguration, and looked across
the vista of time and place, and was satisfied. Eternity had revealed
to him that all had been blessing at the hand of his God, and that there
had been no sorrow added. In his lifetime, whilst in a heathen
monarch's court, had he not esteemed the reproach for Christ far
greater riches than all the treasures of Egypt, having respect" unto the
recompence of the reward" 1 Did not Ruth the Moabitess find rich
compensation for leaving all and cleaving unto her mother-in-law!
What does Boaz say! "The Lord recompense thy work, and a full
reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under Whose wing thou
art come to trust." The three youths in the fiery furnace, and likewise
Daniel in the lions' den, dear readers, did they not prove some marvellous SUppOlt beyond all human understanding, that gave them to face
the more than wonted heat, that granted an aged man to fear not the
angry ferocious beasts! Oh, our God is a wonder-working God! He
has His Divine compassions, His Divine support, His Divine help so at
hand, that in the lowest place, in the extremes of His people's straits,
He is there, all-sufficient, all-supporting, and all-enabling.
The Apostle Paul had a sweet smprise, a rich compensation, whilst
a prisoner, "an ambassador in bonds," debarred from the work which
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fired his very soul so that on one occasion he exclaimed, "Woe is me if
I preach not the Gospel." But now he is content to be bound with the
hope of Israel's chain, to glory in this as other trials" if so be that the
power of Christ rest upon him." And was there not this lovely sequel
in his being thrown with Onesimus, the ruuaway slave, who was to be,
in the Divine purpose and choice of the God of their salvation, "not
now as a servant, but a brother beloved" 1 Rich compensation!
Joyous fruit of a prisoner's cell! Ah, the beloved Apostle had many a
token of his God's remembering him for good! When alone at the
bar before his earthly monarch, accused and falsely charged, "no
man" standing with him at his first answer, he realized "the Lord
stood with me "-came alongside me, as my beloved friend, the Rev. D.
L. J ohnson, once remarked. Compensation enough, was it not, for
Paul 1 Just as also at the time of some great affliction, a messenger
of Satan sent to buffet him, some terrible blast from the Evil Onc,
some peculiar and poignant temptation, the spoken promise was, not
that the thorn should be removed, but that his God "as to prove to
him how His grace should be sufficient for him. And thus along with
the trial (and that is better than the remoying of it) came the Lord's
compassion, tendel' love, supporting grace, and an unchangeable faithfulness.
A beloved and revered friend was called to experience the greater
part of his ministerial life as bound up with trial and disappointment. The Lord's dear faithful servant, never doubting his call to
the ministry, as also to his sphere of labour-even if it were to be to
deliver his Master's message" to the one the savour of death unto
death; and to the other the savour of life unto life," or " as a testimony against them" that would not" receive" or " hear" the Lord's
messenger--worked on untiringly, giving of his best, his talents, time,
and strength, to meet with little or no encouragement, no apparent
results, no cheer from man or testimony. But he was content. Did
not the power of Christ rest upon him 1 and did he not experience
sweet compensation-great joy, gI'eat inward peace, and the manifestation of the Divine Presence in the pulpit, which enabled him to
continue and even long to be " changed" and caught up into thQ glory
whilst declaring his Redeemer's message 1 Compensation rich and full
indeed! All unseen the Master walked" by His toiling servant's side."
And again, time and space forbid enlarging upon the rich and upholding compensations which carried our dear martyrs through sufferings,
tortures, and fiery death. Was it not so with John Rogers, the first
of that noble band of martyrs to suffer for the Truth in Queen Mary's
reign 1 Praying for his enemies, he walked steadfast to the stake;
nothing, even the sight of his sorrowing wife and ten children, apparently moving him. "The people wonderfully rejoicing at his constancy, with great praises and thanks to God for the same," witnessed
him" constantly and cheerfully take his death, with wonderful patience,
in the defence and quarrel of Christ's Gospel." And who can read unmoved of the end of those two blessed men, martyred together-Ridley,
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snd J.. atimer. We are told how Ridley arrived on the ground first, and
seeing Latimer come, ran to him and kissed him, saying, " Be of good
heart, brother; for God will either assuage the fury of the flames, or
else strengthen us to abide it." And then after praying and talking
together earnestly, Ridley's "last words before the fire was lighted
were these, 'Heavenly Father, I give Thee most hearty thanks that
Thou hast called me to be a professor of Thee, even unto death. I heseech
Thee, Lord God, have mercy on this realm of England, and deliver the
same from all her enemies!'" Latimer's words were like the blast
of a trumpet, which rings even to this day: "Be of good comfort,
Master Ridley, and play the man; we shall this day, by God's grace,
light snch a candle in England as I trnst shall never be put out." And
when the flames began to rise, Ridley cried out with a loud voice in
Latin, " Into Thy hands, 0 Lord, I commend my spirit. Lord, receive
my spirit." And Latimer cried as vehemently on the other side of the
stake, " Father of heaven, receive my soul." And thus these two great
Protestant Bishops, lovely in their lives, undivided by death, passed
through the fires glorifying their God, undoubtedly realizing His
promise, "When thou walkest thl'ough the fire, thou shalt not be
burned," fearing not them that killed the body, but having l'espect unto
their inheritance and their Redeemer. And must not the richest com·
pensation of his Lord's Divine presence and support have been granted
the beloved John Bradford, who spoke to his fellow martyr: "Be of
good comfort, brother; for we shall have a merry supper with the Lord
this night." The words of their Great Fellow-Sufferer would remind
them, " Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall
separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out
your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice ye in that day,
and leap for joy; for, behold, your reward is great in heaven." And
heaven was a!.ready begun in their souls as they yielded up their lins
for His sake and the Gospel's.
And coming to ourselves, although, alas! we fall far, fal' short of
these dear men of whom we bave been thinking. How often has
a cbild of God been called into some sharp and great and bitter trial,
contrary to his prayers, desires, expectations, and, it may be, feelings.
He may have been sent to dwell in the very place he had shunned the
thought of. He may have been called to yield up what he bad
most prized; or found a lonely lot was his appointed pathway, when
earthly companionship would have been sweet and congenial. But
with richest compensations in happy holy fellowsbip with Christ in His
sufferings, the gap of desolation, loneliness, or deprivation has been
filled, and bis Lord and he have gone along together, as man talketh
to his friend, holding tryst. He has been borne along and upheld with
the promised" end of the Lord," " If we suffel' with Him, we shall also
reign with Him." The compensations in grace are glory ill the bud, so
tbat in all our sorrows, afllictions, and tribulations we are enabled to
" joy in God," and look forward to that time when sin and sorrow shall
'be no more felt nor dreaded. "For I reckon," says the Apostle Paul,
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" that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory that shall be revealed in us." And this bright anticipation gives His children's grace to rise over the" heaviness through
manifold temptations," knowing that the trial of their faith, at the great
Refiner's hands, will" be found unto praise and honour and glory at
the appearing of Jesus Christ." The suffering time has a limit. God
has bound and He controls all the severity and duration of our sorrows,
and His purpose is that" after ye have suffered a while," He will
"make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you." It will seem
such" a little while" when all our sufferings are ended. It will then
appear to us, what it is even now in our Father's sight, "our ligM
affliction." We now call it heavy, and we wonder at the grace which
enabled the Apostle, who suffered beyond comparison, to call that long
list he gives of his sufferings, " light affliction." But it is only" tor a
moment," and it "worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal."
Oh! are there not rich compensations for the exercised troubled soul,
whose will rests in God's sweet will; whose trust is stayed upon his
God; who can sing even from his present prison-cell of trial, affliction,
sorrow, that his heavenly Father is " too wise to err, too good to be
unkind." Hear the words of Jesus Himself, "Verily I say unto you,
There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father,
or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for My sake, and the Gospel's,
but he shall receive an hundred-fold now in this time, houses, and
brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life." Thus the tried believer
counts it an honour if the Lord be pleased to use him in the rich condescension of His grace, to use him for suffering or for service, to mould
His clay as He wills, that the vessel may presently be a vessel-unto
praise and glory and honour in the hands of the heavenly Potter.
When the Lord compensates that servant by His smile, it is always
a sweet surprise. His children will always ask, "When, Lord 1 "
" Lord, when saw we Thee an hungred, and fed Thee 1 or thirsty, and
gave Thee drink 1 . . . And the King shall answer and say unto them,
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of th,e
least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me."
Dear children of God, let us seek the grace of humility, and the
grace of contentment. May we be satisfied with our God; satisfied
with His way, His work, and His will in and for us; satisfied to be
hidden behind the Master, like the beloved forerunner of Jesus, content to be a voice only, if so be that the precious Lamb of God be
exalted and followed. Let us be willing, like Philip, to be sent even
"toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem, unto
Gaza, which is desert," if a Divine Providence speak the word, "Go."
And let us remember the Divine eye and heart follow us there. He has
His purpose in sending us, and will fulfil all His counsel in and through
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us. In all these things we shall be taught He must increase and we
must decrease, and the soul that cries out" Only let God be glorified"
is in the place of near deliverance. It is when we are brought to an
end of all creature props and perfection; when in utter abandonment
we cast ourselves at His feet to undertake for us; when we are cast out
like the poor man healed of his blindness, that we shall prove the rich
compensations of the Friend of sinners. " Jesus heard that they had
qast him out; and when He had found him," He conversed with him,
revealed Himself, and blessed him there!
These things, beloved, what shall we say more of them? "If God
be for us, who can be against us ?" Is it not thus we shall prove the
truth of the word that heads this paper, " The blessing of the Lord, it
maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with it." There will be no
added sorrow; no sorrow that was not covenanted for by the Lover of
your soul, and Who draws near infinitely touched with the feelings of
your infirmities, and says, Fear not.
" As gold from the flame He'll bring thee at last,
To praise Him for all through which thou hast passed;
Then love everlasting thy griefs shall repay,
And God from thy eyes wipe all sorrows away."

R.

"TEN RIGHTEOUS."
GENESIS xviii. 32.
[From THE GOSPEL J\!IAGAZINE for June, 1906.]
"TEN righteous in the city, then the city shall be spared;
Ten loved of GOD and precious, for whom His arm is bared;
Ten righteous in the righteousness of JESUS CHRIST the LORD,
Whose life is hidden in His Name, the one ETERNAL WORD.
" Ten safe within the Covenant decreed by Deity,
And pardoned for the sake of Him Who died on Calvary.
Ten called by GOD the HOLY GHOST, to walk the narrow way,
Rejoicing that the KING OF KINGS hath universal sway.
" Ten righteous in the cities, tens scattered o'er the land,
lIfark'd with the Royal Seal of Heaven in forehead and in hand.
These are thy strength, 0 England; these thy right nohle sons!
If these be many in the land thou'lt need the fewer guns.
" These' mighty men of valour' are a national defence,
More potent than the ships of steel or splendid armaments.
Against these tens the scorners their sharpest shafts have hurled;
Yet these are they that move the arm of Him Who moves the
world."

M. L. S.
20'
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$ermonl:l anlJ Notel:l of $erUlOtll:l.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED ON WHIT SUNDAY, 1912, AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH,
BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR, THE REV. J. ORMISTON.
" Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit Which
is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us
of God."-l CORlNTHIANS ii. 12.

THERE has been made a general confession in this place to-day, dear
friends, each for himself. "I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord,
and Giver of Life." God ~imself has heard our confession, has He
recorded it on high? Has He searched these hearts that have made
that confession, and signified His approval of our worship 1 May He
make us sincere and humble before Him. We have lived to see the
return of this notable day-the Lord has made it noteworthy. This
day will make its mark on God's people through the eternal ages.
We are immortal creatures, professedly worshippers of the true, living,
and eternal God. He takes note of each word and expression of our
worship. How we need to humble ourselves in the face of this truth.
How we need cry to Him-Make me a true worshipper, devoid of all
hypocrisy and formality; may my confession be true and loyal by
Thy grace, acceptable in Thy holy sight.
We are moved to consider the Day of Pentecost in its bearing on
God's people. Will you turn with me to Leviticus xxiii., verses 15 and
16, where God speaks to His ancient people and ordains: "And ye
shall count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the
day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven Sabbaths
shall be complete: even unto the morrow after the se,enth Sabbath
shall ye number fifty days." Notice the additional day God mentions
in the 16th verse-" even the morrow." This is a notable day by
reason of the Divine ordinance, and for its spiritual meaning with
reference to the hearts and worship of God's people. You know the
world is divided into two classes or families,-on the one hand, the
people of God only, who are called, or will be, by His special graceand, alas, on the other, a multitude no man can number lying in the
Wicked One, who will come to judgment in the set time. Only two
families! We may come to opposite conclusions, but God is not
mocked. The Holy Word says, "The Lord knoweth them that are
His," and He can not be put off by any explanation that man may
resort to to qualify the truth of His Word.
As we have noticed the appointment of this notable day, we will
turn now to another Scripture in Acts ii., the first verse. "And when
the Day of Pentecost "-the fiftieth day-" was fully come," according to those careful and exact calculations of the holy and sure Word
I have submitted to you, "they were all with one accord in one
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place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven," a sound not
earthly, no one ever heard the like before, "as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them." The Lord, as I quoted just now the Scripture, knows
them that are His, and He made no mistake in setting the sign royal
on the people of His choice, of His love, who had been effectually
redeemed by Jesus Himself. The individual mark was set by God
Himself Who could not be deceived. It was not a mixed assembly.
They were all the choice people of God on whom He set His mark" And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." There was
a distinct miracle wrought in connection with this event. This same
Holy Ghost Who descended from heavenly places and took possession
of His people has remained with His people unto this hour. He has
remained, not visible, in His one Church to this self-same hour. Ages
have come and gone, but the Holy Ghost has continued His work of
grace in the Church of God, and He will continue that work till the
Lord Jesus come on His appointed day-that day for which you and
I are expectantly waiting, at least I hope you are. What a day of
days will that be! when" the Lord Himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord." Oh, what a day, what a certain and glorious day is that to
which to look forward, and it may be any moment! He may cut
the waiting time short. He has promised that the last troublous
days will be shortened. Are we taking that truth into consideration?
He has promised He is coming, and" in the twinkling of an eye" He
may appear. Think much on it. Ask yourself, Is it so, that Thou
art coming to this sin-stained earth in the glory of Thy Person? And
will all nations tremble at Thy approach? In a moment "the
trumpet shall sound," and you will have to hear it, dear friends,
you will all have to hear it. The trumpet shall speak in its
heavenly tone, Come to judgment, and all will have to hear and obey
that call to final judgment. All nations will be called to appear
before God Himself. Righteous art Thou in Thy judgments, 0 Lord
-let that be a continual confession of our hearts.
So it was on tbat typical Day of Pentecost-you notice that word
"s·uddenly there came a sound "-a Voice-" from heaven," there
was no mistaking the Voice or the occasion. The Lord was about
to speak in power as He can and does speak. "They were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance." Not nature's tongues-this event was
superior to nature altogether, nature had no hand in it. And nature
will have no hand in the coming Lord's Day, it will come a~ a thief in
the. night-without warning. God was about to speak, and He
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qualified numbers of His dear people to testify to tbe trutb. Jerusalem
did not know what the noise meant. There was a great running
together in the streets, but what it was they knew not. It was the
Voice of God that shook the foundations of Jerusalem. He was ahout
to accomplish what He had foretold He would bring to pass.
Now, the dear servant of God who wrote the words of our text,
so significantly speaking for himself, was not present on the Day of
Pentecost. Paul was not then an Apostle, though he afterwards
became a distinct herald of God's Truth. The Lord deals with His
people severally according as He has work for them to accomplish.
"Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
Which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given
to us of God." Note how full of significance is the language of our
text introduced by the words" Now we have received "-" not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit Which is of God." In 11 most
emphatic manner Paul repudiates tbat the recipients of the Holy
Ghost were recipients of the spirit of the world. The line of demarcation is drawn distinctly between the two-those who received the
Spirit at the hands of God, and those others who received the spirit
of the world. To which of the two do you belong ~ We ought to
have definite Divine proofs, such as God Himself selects. Have you
the mark of God's family on you ~ Have you passed from death
into life ~ Do you know the throes of the new birth-the passing
from death into eterna.l life ~ See well to it that you are not trusting
a fancy but a reality such as God will approve. "The Lord knoweth
them that are His." There is something definite about the new birth
of every individual believer-there may be a likeness in some respects
between this and that natural birth. Except a man be begotten again
he can not see the Kingdom of God. He will be born if he is begotten.
" Except a man be born again he can not see the Kingdom of God "that is God's truth. Be qnite clear about it. Make no mistake about
it. Have you passed out of death into life, and are you written amongst
the living in Jerusalem on high ~ God can not, will not be deceived
by jot or tittle. He knows absolutely. There is no room for a
mistake. And He it is Who teaches-whether Paul, or some other
believer-to say, "We have received the Spirit Which is of God."
I may say the Greek is emphatic-here it is " out 0/ " God-there is
no doubt about it. I do love these definite statements. The Lord
knows whom He has begotten by His grace and numbered among His
believing people-no matter what the world thinks. How sweet that
word is, "The Lord knoweth them that are His," to whisper to
ourselves when we are in a low place, as we are at times, and we lose
sight of our secret marks, they are no longer visible to us. We hope
they are there, but we can not put our finger on them, then let us
betake ourselves to the Father, Who owns Himself the Father of the
fatherless, Who is the God of our mercy, and take account of His
former mercies. And He will answer, "Thou art Mine by grace.
I called thee by grace, and am keeping thee by grace, and I will never,
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no never, forsake thee." I thank God for those words, those emphatic
words. He says that to a child of His here to-night. He knows
how troubled that child has been, and whispers in his heart, "Say
ye to the righteous "-the poor depressed one-" that it shall be well
with him." The darkness and the light to Him are both alike. The
Lord seeth in the night as well as the day. His ways are all righteous.
He does give account of His matters as His children are able to bear
it. He leads by His grace every step of the way. Be not afraid to
follow Him-the Lord Jesus is so loving and tender. "Follow Me,"
He says. What words can be sweeter than those 1 We find them in
the last chapter of John's Gospel. They were said to Peter by the
Lord Jesus-just those two words, "Follow Me." It is the direction
He has given to His Church and people all through the ages. He
gives sufficient grace for obedience to that call. He gives sufficiency
of grace even in the darkest hour. How blessed it is to believe, if we
may not feel, that He is our Leader and Keeper, and that we walk as
He is pleased to go before us, that He simply says the word" Follow
Me." And we would follow every step of the way. "Kept by the
power of God "-that is the way God leads His people-" through
faith unto salvation." So the believer, receiving not the spirit of the
world, does receive by grace the Spirit of God, and He instructs and
leads him and pleads with him and sanctifies him and conforms him
to His holy will. And that will is summed up in the closing words of
our text: "That we might know the things that are freely given to
us of God." Dwell on that-what God has done for His people in
order that they" might know the things that are freely given" to them
"of God." Was ever anything given like that in the freeness of it,
or in the giving 1 "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love Him." "The things "-oh, what a future! what
an expectation! Blessed are the people who know ever so little of this
knowledge. We may know little beside, but if we know this thing
we know the chief. Part not with it. Suffer it not to he bartered
away by man with his false reasoning and argument. Hold it fast.
God has constructed His Gospel in such a sure way that His
believing people can not be disappointed of these things. The
Holy Ghost came down from heaven that God's people may know
the things that are freely given them of God, to Whom, Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, be all the glory and all the praise now and for ever.
Amen.
I KNOW no swecter way to Heaven, than through Free Grace and
hard trials together. And where Grace is, hard trials are seldom
wanting.-Rutherford.
is no afHiction so small, but we should sink under it, if God
upheld us not; and there is no sin so great, but we should commit it,
if God restrained ns not.-Dyer.
'fHERE
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TO THE READERS OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIENDS,You will remember that in the April issue of our beloved lI'1:AGAZINE
we quite frankly set before you the critical position in which the
MAGAZINE was placed. This arose, as we pointed out, from the shortage
in the supply of paper and the largely increased cost of production.
In the assurance of your strong and deep attachment to this, the oldest
of the religious magazines, as upholding the God-honouring doctrines
of Free and Sovereign Grace, we appealed to you to associate yourselves with us in maintaining the MAGAZINE.
We very gratefully acknowledge the immediate and encouraging
response to our appeal, and express our warmest thanks to the
following friends who have so liberally sent contributions to THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.
£ B. d.

£ B. d.

Miss Porter
H. M. F.
E. E. M. P. (Portsmouth)
" C."
H. & A. Thompson
Mr. J. Newhall
Mr. E. Thompson
Miss H. E. Cowell
Mrs. A. G. A. Bal'l'Y
Mrs. Rnssell
D. S. A.

1 0
1 0
0 5
3 0
0 2
1 0
010
0 7
0 5
0 4
8 0

0
0
0
0
6

0
6
6

0
0
0

Mrs. W. J. lI'1:oynihan
Miss C. Serjeant
Mr. J. E. Winder
Two Lewes Sisters
Anon. ..
Mrs. Baxendall
Mr. R. McNeall
The Misses Blackith
A. D...
Mr. VV. Bennett

0 4 0
5 0 0
2 2 0
3 0 0
5 0 0
0 2 6
1 1 0
1 0 0
1 1 0
1 0 0

Help is still greatly needed, and any contributions for this purpose
will be very gratefully received.
A. GRIMSDALE.
J. E. HAZELTON.
T. HOUGHTON.
J. ORMISTON.
J. WOOD.
;HIS WORK.
"THOU, Lord, hast made me glad throngh Thy work" (Psa. xcii. 4).
And what is His work 1 He worked wonderfully for me when I was
lost, ruined, helpless, sin-bound, in His work of redemption through
His dear Son. He has worked wonderflllly in me by the power of the
Holy Ghost, quickening the dead into life. And He will crown His
work of grace in glory. We read in His own inspired Word, of His
works in creation, and we see all around us His marvellous handiwork,
perfect in every detail. from the tiniest insect to the lofty mountains,
the starry sky, the noonday splendour, the bright little daisy, and
the giant forest tree. We read of His works wrought on behalf of His
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chosen people Israel, and of the wonderful works of Jesus when He
was on earth, amongst the people He was with, and of His faithful
adherence to His Father's will. "I must work the works of Him
That sent Me." He never faltered in the great work which He came
to accomplish, but " for the joy that was set before Him He endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God."
The descriptions of the works of God are many. "Great and
manifold/' "holy," "wonderful,n "honourable," "glorious,"
"marvellous." We read that all His works shall praise Him.
Believer, you and I are His workmanship, and we shall praise Him.
Yes, praise Him, even though He fill our lot here with many sorrows.
He is weaving our earthly life, and we see not yet what shall be, but
when we do see, how we shall praise Him! One who has been " with
Christ, which is far better" for many years now, said just before she
went: "I see it all-all mapped out. So beautiful it is !" She saw,
even before she left this dying world, how all in her life, which had been
an anxious one, how all was good, and" so beautiful." 'Ve see not
until the films of earth are cleared away. Believer, trust Him, trust
Him. He knows thee, He loves thee, He made thee. " Kept by the
power of God" is the brief but infinitely full description of the child
of God. "Clouds and conflicts round us press," and within us too.
Battles are strong and fierce, but we shall overcome by the blood of
the Lamb. The war may not be long.
H

This day the noise of battleThe next, the victor's song."

The strife all over then! The triumph begun-begun to last for ever!
That beautiful praiseful Psalm, the lllth, has several allusions to
the works of the Lord. Thus: "The works of the Lord are great,
sought out of all them that have pleasure therein." Dear reader, let
us seek out His works and watch His dealings. The Psalmis.t says,
after recounting many of the Lord's gracious dealings with His people,
" Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord." And is not this an incentive
to understand His lovingkindness, even in this terrible war 1 While
men of the world ltre saying, "Why 1 " and doubting His love, the
people of God are watching His great works in it, His purposes
gradually unfolding, and they see something and understand something of the lovingkindness of the Lord. They will understand more
by and by.
It is often said: "They who watch the providence of God, never
lack a providence to watch," because His providences are continually
being displayed. And so, if we seek out His works, new beauties
and constant manifestations of His great power will invariably recur.
And even in His works of creation we shall rejoice, and enjoy all
infinitely more, because like Cowper's" Simple Cottager " who" weaves
at her own door," we look round with delight in the happy assurance
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that" my Father made them all."
and all loveliness, are His works.

The trees, and flowers, and skies,

"Heaven above is softer blue,
Earth around is sweeter green,

Something lives in every hue,
Christless eyes have never seen.

Birds with gladder songs o'erflow,
Flowers with deeper beauties shine,
Since I know, as now I know,
I am Christ's, and He is mine."

Yes, Christ's own understand the lovingkindness of the Lord, eyen
in the sight of the eyes as well as in His dealings with the heart.
The Psalm goes on to relate: "His work is honourable and glorious."
Oh, dear Spirit-taught reader, how honourable thou knowest, towards
the sinner, tbe lost, the ruined, the helpless. "1 am weak, but Thou
art mighty." He has magnified the Law and made it honourable.
The dear Son of God paid the penalty of thy sins, and thou art free,
freely justified. Then, His work is glorious, glorious in its place, its
pmport, its development, and its consummation. We see something
of it here with veiled vision, but when changed from glory to glory
we shall see fully and clearly how glorious is His work.
Again. The Psalm proceeds: "He hath made His wonderful
works to be remembered: the Lord is gracious and full of compassion."
We remember His gracious, wonderful, compassionate works for us,
and in sorrowful surroundings, remembering them, we sing :" His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review

Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
We are assured from remembering the past, that the future is no less
full of His goodness.
Further on we read: "He hath shewed His people the power of
His works, that He may give them the heritage of the heathen."
Primarily this may be interpreted to mean Israel, His chosen people,
and the power He exercised bringing them through the Red Sea,
sustaining th.em forty years in the wilderness, subdwng their enemies,
and bringing them into the Promised Land. But it is true of His
spiritual Israel. He has brought them out of the Egypt of sin's
bondage, through the Red Sea of the Redeemer's blood. He has
sustained them all through the wilderness journey, led and fed, borne
with their waywardness and distrust and forgetfulness of His works.
Oh, how patiently He has borne! And He has given them "tbe
heritage of the heathen," or, as I find from commentators this passage might be rendered, "possession." And what possession 1 Jointheirship with Christ!
We read also: "The works of His hands are verity and judgment."
So full of truth are His works, that we may judge our own works
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whether they be true, by His approval Who is Himself tfte Truth.
His works of judgment are now abroad in the world. Oh! that our
Country would recognize this, and hear His call, and see His dealings,
in these terrible national judgments.
There is one passage concerning His works which is very precious.
" His tender mercies are over all His works." The remembrance of
this dissolves many doubts and calms many fears. "His tender
mercies." Just think, dear reader, how sweetly this is expressed.
Not only "mercies," but "tender mercies," How the Lord delights
to multiply and intensify. Just as we say sometimes to a friend, " Give
her my love, my dear dear love," so He qualifies His gifts by extreme
fervency of expression. "His works are perfect." Doth He triumph 1
He triumphs gloriously. Doth He make a Covenant 1 It is ordered
in all things and sure; He is mindful of it. Doth He save 1 It is
an everlasting, complete salvation. Doth He bestow mercies 1 They
are tender mercies. We read of "the multitude of His mercies," and
in the beautiful Isa. liv. 7, "With great mercies will I gather thee."
In Psa. ciii. 4: "Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender
mercies," The many benefits which we are exhorted to " forget not"
-forgiveness of iniquities, healing of disease, life redeemed from
destruction, mouth satisfied with good things-are crowned with
lovingkindness and tender mercies. What a coronation! No earthly
coronation can compare with this.
Well then, dear reader, we read: "The Lord will rejoice in His
works." Yes, He joys in His people. He is glad with them. He
will rejoice, not only with them, but in them. "As the bridegroom
rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee"; "He
will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy
over thee with singing."
We might enlarge very much upon His work-His work within the
soul-work which we can not always comprehend, but which will
shine forth radiantly in His own good time. There are so many
things we want to know here, but which He sees are not good for us
to comprehend. We shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord,
we shall know that Christ is sweet and satisfying, but as to the why
and wherefore and explanation and description of all, He will only
enlighten us in part. Many of our surmises are on matters that He
sees are best veiled from our bodily eyes and understanding. "God
never satisfies mere curiosity. He will tell thee how to come to Heaven;
but what thou wilt find there, that He will not tell thee, save that He
is there, and sin, suffering, and Satan are not there," Dear reader,
He will give thee many delightful surprises there. Wait patiently in
joyous expectation for all He means to give thee. "I go to prepare
a place for you."
"Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through Thy work," Glad here
through His work of creation, of redemption, and the ever-increasing knowledge of Himself. "My heart is glad." "The Lord
hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad," "Thou hast
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girded me with gladness." Truly the Lord's people should" rejoice
and be glad" all their days, as they remember His work. Then,
when days are over and the Father's House is reached, "with
gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought." And the exulting
song will be, "Glad with Thy countenance," the face of the
Beloved. "Thou, Lord "-the Lord Himself, no other. "Hast
made me glad "-the gladness is all of His making. "Made me
glad "-oh! what an unspeakable privilege! me-me. " Glad
through Thy work "-not my work, but His work, His work for me
and in me. Truly, when glory crowns the work of grace my everlasting song shall be, "Made exceeding glad," or as in the margin,
" gladded with joy." "Glad with Thy countenance."
NETTIE.

"TAKE THAT TIDNE IS."
"TAKE that thine is," the lord of the vineyard said-a penny for a long
hot day's work. But the labourers thought that, considering all
things, a penny was not enough, and 'they murmured against the goodman of the house. He, however, did not give them any more for their
murmuring, so they went away, made equal with those who bad not
done half the work. With twopence, they would have been richer in
money, but not in contentment nor gratitude nor in good feeling
towards their fellow-labourers. And at least they had the satisfaction
of knowing that the penny was theirs.
The Apostle, writing to his believing brethren, said, " All things are
your's," whether life or death, things present or things to come. He
did not mean that they might help themselves to each other's property;
that they might die when they chose, or live; that they might be sure
of retaining present possessions, or of securing greater. But he meant
that whatever made up their day or their year, either in material
things or things unseen; whatever they came to and passed through;
whatever they tasted, handled or felt, whether painful or pleasant, was
theirs, that it went with their name before they were born, and that no
one else could encroach upon their possessions. Comforting reality it
is to "the house of Israel" that" in all the varied scenes of life," they
but come into their own inheritance and" possess their possessions"
(Obadiah 17).
For some time Job had seven thousand sheep, then he had the loss
of them all, then he had fourteen thousand. Bezaleel had a wise and
understanding heart in all manner of workmanship: his particular skill
and ability belonged to himself and to no other. Solomon had seven
hundred wives-a sad burden, for they were" strange" women who
turned away his heart from the Lord his God. But they were his, wise
man though he was, that he might know, and that we might know, how
frail we are and that there is none abiding. Lazarus had a body
which the Holy Spirit describes as " full of sores." Lazarus and his
sores were one. His also were the dogs with their soothing office, his
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the crumbs that fell, his the angels that canied to Abraham's bosom,
his that resting-place. Of his joys and reliefs, of his pains and disappointments, of his patience and hope we are not told, but they were his
feelings, even before he entered upon them. David had fears, he had
troubles all his own and peculiar to himself-thousands have had very
similar ones, peculiar to themselves; he had downsittings and uprisings, he had tears of his own, and perplexities, and confusion. And
he spoke too of "my sins," "my iniquities," "my transgressions,"
not to be shared, even by J onathan. And he knew that while all besides would leave him when he went to the grave, his sins would remain
his, to his eternal banishment and torment, unless God removed them
from him, cast them behind His back, forgot them in the atoning blood
of Christ. Blessed David! that while he mourned " Mine iniquities
have gone over my head," he rejoiced in the God of his mercy, and said,
" The Lord is my Light and my Salvation"; "In Him is my trust" ;
" My hope is in Him"; "He only is my Rock and my Salvation" ;
" He is my defence." Blessed Prophet who said, "I will joy in the
God of my salvation"; "The Lord God is my strength." Happy
Jeremiah who knew that the Lord was his righteousness; that as each
day closed, what Christ had done or would have done from morning to
evening was counted to him. Blessed Virgin j)fary who with all her
ponderings, that not even Elizabeth could feel, rejoiced in God her
Saviour. Happy Thomas who said at last, " My Lord, and my God."
Paul asks, " Who shall separate us from the love of Christ 1" Christ
said, "Thou hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me." Happy
creature who can say, "My hope is in God "-the hope that belongs
to a poor, empty, profitless name.
" 'Tis mine, the Covenant of His grace,
And every promise mine,

All flowing from eternal love
And sealed by blood Divine.
" On my unworthy favoured head
Its blessings all unite,
Blessings more numerous than the stars,
More lasting, and more bright."
FOLLOWER-ON.

POSSESSION, PERCEPTION, AND ENJOYMENT.
I T is said of Godly William Gouge, who was for forty-five years
minister of the church of Blackfriars, London, that" when he could
not sleep in the night time, he would in his mind run through distinct
chapters of Scripture in their order as if he had heard them read, so
relieving the tediousness of his waking, and depriving himself also
sometimes of his sleeping hours, though by a better and greater sweetness, for he found the meditation of the Word to be sweeter to him
than sleep."
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Happy man, to be able out of the eater of sleeplessness to extract
such heavenly meat! Even as the Psalmist-at the close of the
l04th Psalm-having pursued a wide circle of Jehovah's creation
and providential goodness, breaks forth: "My meditation of Him
shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord." In another Psalm David
bears a testimony to the precious grace of which he was favoured of
his Covenant God to partake, whereby his dry and thirsty land was
turned to water springs, namely, " My soul shall be satisfied as with
marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise Thee with joyful
lips: when I remember Thee upon my bed, and meditate on Thee
in the night watches" (Psalm lxiii. 5, 6). Again:" Mine eyes prevent
the night watches, that I might meditate in Thy Word" (Psalm
cxix. 148). Moses reduces the life of man upon ealih to a meditation,
in these words: "We spend our years as a tale that is told," or, as a
meditation (margin). In quiet retired moments how rapidly does the
mind recall and marshal in a due order the outstanding events of
mortal man's brief life, his" few days, and full of trouble," his tossings
to and fro until the breaking of the day. Hence ,Ye have different
experiences of dear saints of God, equally loved of God, equally
snbjects of the indwelling Spirit.
'l'hat eminently Godly Calvinist, Dr. Hawker, has it: "Ere long
we hope eternally to dwell with the blessed society of that happy
Country. Sh~rtly we shall see the King in His beauty, face to face,
and know as we are known. And what so sweet as now by anticipation to realize by faith, what then will be manifested in open vision?
. . . And when death comes and takes away every intervening object
to the sight of Jesus, our disembodied spirits will then behold Him,
with Whom by faith we have been daily accustomed to converse, and
a fulness of joy will break in upon the soul."
As I pen these lines of Dr. Hawker's, I think of a dear friend who
used to go a long way some years ago to be present at the Clifton
Conference, in whose choice library of the cream of our English
Calvinistic divines, I have occasionally for the past eighteen years,
through his kindness, spent not a few happy hours of a Lord's Day
afternoon. I refer to Mr. Giles Shaw, of SouthpOli, long a reader of
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, now deceased, whose body is to be laid in
the silent tomb to-morrow by his dear friend Mr. Diekinson, of St.
Clement's, Openshaw. The Lord bless and comfort his dear widow
and family.
Now, as the Lord of glory is no less careful of His saints in their
present militant state, whether filled with tossings, or led out in acceptable meditation on His Person, righteousness and great salvation; so
is His pleasure in them, whether like John they by grace perceive the
love which God hath to them in the incarnation and death of His
dear Son, or whether like Paul they experience the love of God shed
abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto them.
It is blessed to perceive the love God hath manifested to us in the
gift of His own dear Son, as a great and glorious truth and fact. Even
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as we read David perceived that the Lord had established him king
over Israel. It was a truth and a fact. So also was it when he perceived the child was dead. But when the Lord is pleased at any time
to direct the heart of one of His living children into the love of God
and into the patient waiting for Christ, it carries, like a flowing stream,
all before it; the love of God has free course through all the powers
of the soul, and He is glorified.
J ames Bainham, cruelly handled by his enemies and brought to
Newgate to be burnt, was a marvellous instance of the love of Christ
so filling the soul as to enable him to triumph, to rejoice, and thus to
speak, when half consumed in the midst of the flaming fire: "0 ye
Papists, behold! Ye look for miracles, and here now you may see a
miracle; for in this fire I feel no more pain than if I were in a bed of
down; it is to me as a bed of roses."
Abraham on the plains of Mamre perceived somewhat of the latent
majesty of his honourable and glorious Guest, namely, God the Son,
in His renowned visit to him as a wayfaring man turning in with him
for a little space. And as the amazing favour and condescension
deepened upon him, he owned himself but dust and ashes. What
Abraham possessed did he give Him, even to Him That causeth the
grass to grow for the cattle and herb for the service of man. "A calf
tender and good," butter, and milk, and cakes of fine meal did he
set before Him Who is the Giver of all that is good, and was much
honoured in then and there waiting upon his Master, his Maker, and
(in due time) his Redeemer, the great Divine Promiser, able to fulfil
that which He promised, giving Abraham to share in His secrets, and
perceive His equity, acquiescing therein. But it was when Abraham
went to take and disentangle the ram from the thicket in the which
he was caught by the horns (Mal. iii. 4), that his enjoyment of the
love of God was supreme, his heart made glad, and his joy superabounding. He was by grace in possession of the Divine call. He
perceived the love that God had to him, and he triumphed in the
enjoyment of the chief of earth's blessings, that is, the time portion
of God's elect.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
THE children of God need, in these times of anxiety and strain, a
God-given, a Spirit-wrought faith. No creature faith, no mere head
knowledge of the promises of God, can stand the test of such times as
these. We need Divinely imparted and sustained faith, such as that
of Job, who said: "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him."
We need the application of the promises to our hearts by the power
of the Holy Ghost. And oh, how different a thing it is, on the one
hand, to read a promise or to repeat a promise; and on the other,
to have a promise spoken to the heart by the Holy Spirit, enabling
the soul to rest upon the same.
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When a promise is thus impressed upon the heart by Divine grace
and power, it will most assuredly be fulfilled in God's own time and
way. The late Dr. Doudney, who formerly edited THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, used sometimes to quote an old divine as saying to
Christian ministers: "Preach your experience." The same applies
to writing, no douht, as well as to preaching, and the present writer
feels that he must testify, to the honour and glory of God, that more
than one promise impressed upon his heart of late has been graciously
fulfilled. "God is faithful." "If we believe not, yet He abideth
faithful: He cannot deny Himself" (2 Tim. ii. 13). Let us then
say:" Begone, unbelief I my Saviour is near,

And for my relief will .urely appear;
By prayer let me wrestle, and He will perform,
With Christ in the vessel I smile at the storm."
May it not be that in these troublous times the Lord is by His
Providence and Spirit leading His people to see more and more the
'Vanity of all earthly things, the emptiness of all earth's pleasures,
the unsatisfying natme of everything here below, that we may be
more and more satisfied with Him; and that we may be prepared for
that time which is surely hastening on, when He will return, according
to His promise, "I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also."
Beloved maders, how much we have tried, have we not, to find satisfaction in earth's fruit, rather than in the Heavenly Manna, "the
true bread which came down from heaven." Of this bread must we
eat, that we may have eternal life. "He that eateth of this bread
shall live for ever." One sees in the days in which we live, the potsherds striving with the potsherds of the earth, and to what end?
Deceived by mankind's great enemy, the Devil, they are allured by
the kingdoms of this world and the glory of them; by" the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life." But the beloved
Apostle John's exhortation to God's children is: "Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love t,he
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth
for ever" (1 John ii. 15-17). And then he adds: "Little children,
it is the last time "-[literally, "the last hour "]-" and as ye have
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists;
whereby we know that it is the last time [hour]." Many" antichrists"
were then the sign of the last hour, and of the coming of " The Antichrist"; and although there has been a long interval, in order that
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the Church, "chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world,"
might be called and ingathered ; yet now again, within the memory
of living Christians, there have been many antichrists, and many antichristian systems, presaging the arrival of the final Antichrist" whom
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy
with the brightness of His coming" (2 Thess. ii. 8).
Alas, highly privileged, but guilty England, thy troubles have of
late multiplied! Witness the surrender in Mesopotamia, and the
rebellion in Ireland. Oh, repent, and turn to the Lord!
It can not surely be without significance, that just when the Government were about to bring a Bill into Parliament to legalize the position
of Jesuits in this Country, the rebellion in Ireland broke out! "God
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also l'eap "
(Gal. vi. 7). And if England's Rulers persistently truckle to her old
foe, the Papacy, ignoring the light of the Reformation; ignoring the
articles of the National Church; and, above all, ignoring the teachings
of God's Holy Word, how can they expect that God will bless our
arms and give us victory!
When England was definitely Protestant, then she could confidently
say, "The Lord of Hosts is with us." But how few of those in
authority are bold to declare that their trust is in Him. Less so, now,
it would seem, than at the beginning of the war. JlIay the Lord's own
people, by grace, be the more ready to confess: "The God of Jacob
is our Refuge." "We have no might against this great company
that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes
are upon Thee "-" 0 our God, wilt Thou not judge them? " (2 Chron.
xx. 12).
I feel that it is incumbent upon me to tender grateful thanks to
those readers who have remembered my case at the throne of grace.
The Lord has opened for me what I trust, with His blessing, may
prove a happy sphere of work, although, doubtless, not without its
difficulties and trials. I still greatly desire their prayers that God's
rich blessing may rest upon the ministry of His Word in this place;
that souls may be born from above, and that our Lord Jesus Christ
may be exalted.
I also ask their prayers for my son, who, it will be remembered, was
wounded about this time last year, but has been graciously restored
to strength. He has now again been called to service at the front.
Sevington Rectory,
Ashford, Kent.

ROBERT J. NOYEs, B.D.

CHRIST is all-powerful. Many people talk about having strong
corruptions. Why, if I have a strong corruption, I have got a strong
Christ to conquer it, and then it is a weak corruption.-R. Hill.
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A FRAGMENT.

How often we have noticed that the cry" Behold, I am vile," comes
from the lips of the saint who, from the advance of years or of disease,
is nearing the Land of Light and Love. Is not this, as in Nature's
law, the case of the deepest shadows following the highest lights 1
As the past life comes in review there is often agony in the outburst
of ":i\Jly sins, my sins! " An aged minister of the Gospel once said,
when referring to this phase in the experience of so many of God's
children in their latter days, "Don't quench these feelings of regret
and sorrow; they are the reproofs of the Holy Spirit."
When the late Rev. Augustus Hare, who had preached Christ faithfully and sweetly to his parishioners, was stricken down with a mortal
disease, great were his sinkings of heart, and' his sorrowful exclamation
was, "I feel as if the great moral eye of God were fixed upon me."
But, blessed be God for the love that blots out our sins, the light of
the City into which the believer enters when he quits this scene of
conflict is shadowless. Tears there will be wiped away, and there will
be no more sighing.
When Madame Coillard lay dying in Sefula, near the Zambesi, in
that dark AfJ:ica where she had spent the best years of her life, sharing
with her husband the privations and distresses that form the lot of
such devoted missionaries to the heathen, "she had one day of great
anguish. Her whole life passed before her." To our observation
there could have been little in such a life to have caused anguish of
mind on reflection, But when the searchlight of God's Holy Spirit
plays upon and around our works, we pray that the" good" as well as
the" bad" may be "unreckoned," or, better still, "both forgiven by
Thy abounding grace." "I am wretched," she said, "oh, so wretched!
an unprofitable servant; the least, the most unworthy of the Lord's
servants. Oh, for zeal, for zeal!" Then to those about her-" Do
be in earnest, do!" According to our estimate she had been most
earnest in her endeavours to carry the Good News to the poor benighted
heathen, to teach them something of the God of Whom they were
ignorant and Whom she loved and served whole-heartedly.
In Madame Coillard's case the distress did not last long; the dark
clouds were dispersed, and she had peace. She often repeated, " Oh,
He is good; yes, He is good, and His mercy endureth for ever." She
was nearing the threshold of heaven, faith was soon to be exchanged
for sight. Hearing her husband singing, she left her bed and in her
dressing-gown appeared by his side at the harmonium. "Let me
play for you, dear, and let us sing' The Golden Gate.''' It was their
last hymn together-the next, she sang before the throne after having
passed through the golden gate. Her husband wrote: "When the
last notes died away, we could not speak. She quietly left the harmonium and went back to bed, no more to rise."
The physical suffering of death had troubled her in prospect. She
had spoken of it freely to her husband, and often they had prayed
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about it. God heard their prayers, and spared her the dreaded agon)'.
" Dying is not so difficult as we thought and as 1 feared," she said on
the eve of her departure; "it is not painful, and then it is such a
short passage when 'underneath are the everlasting arms.''' These
words-Deut. xxxiii. 27, and also Psa. Ixxiii. 23, 24, had been upholding and refreshing to her in her whole career.
On October 28th, 1891, Madame Coillard closed her eyelids and
sank peacefully to sleep, to awake"In the haven of eternal rest,
With Jesus ever nigh."
Her wanderings in a literal wilderness were over; her longings for a
home-which had for thirty years been given up that she might with
her husband take the knowledge of Christ to the heathen in the dreary
wilds of Africa-were satisfied at last, she was at Home" with Christ;
which is far better."
A space had been cleared around a great forest tree, and a little
path made to it. There she had liked to go sometimes when able, to
sit, and talk with her husband, read, or meditate. One day she said,
"What a delicious spot! How calm! How restful! Let me rest
here when I die, will you not?" And there the mortal part of her
reposes tillOn the Resurrection morning

H

Soul and body reuuited
Thenceforth nothing shall divide,
Waking up in Christ's own likeness
Satisfied."

M. B.
THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX. 18-20.
By

THE REV.

W.

LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD,
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.

(Continued from page 278.)
18. "Uncover my eyes and I will look-Wonders out of Thy
law!" The last clause, says Alexander, is a kind of exclamation after
his eyes have been uncovered. The key to this passage is in Eph. i. 18"the eyes of your heal-t"; that is, observes Newton, your inward.
eyes-the eyes of the inner man-" heart" being frequently used iU'
Scripture to denote that which is inward as contrasted with tltat
which is outward. Whatever the power of our vision, we see little'or
nothing if obscurity or darkness surround us. But when' lightl 'is
poured upon us plentifully, and objects are placed distinetljhlief&te
us, and our eye is strengthened and guided, then truly we1fua,y"lYe'saidl
to see. Accordingly the especial subject of the Apos1iU'sJ'Ptay@Jf<\~1
the Ephesians was that God would give unto th~m tJ;,e SJ:lltib,~jtJtev!l!a~1
r
twn as well as of knowledge, that unseen realities rlllgh£
belpresllnted
VERSE

21
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as in a flood of light, clearly and vividly to the apprehensIon of their
souls. Increase of heavenly light is one of the greatest blessings that
the soul of a believer can seek after. It should be carefully observed
that the blessing here sought for the Ephesians was not the removal
of any film from their inward eye, as if they were in an unhealthful
spiritual condition; but the blessing asked was increase of vivid light
to those who already had ligbt and walked in it.
" Wonders out of Thy law "-brought out to view as if from a place
of concealment. The wonders which the Psalmist beheld were" wonders of grace," the Hebrew word having in it the idea of separation,
and distinguishing, as well as tbat which is difficult, all conveying to
the mind the absolute need of sometbing greater and better than the
light of nature, or the light of reason and intellect, so much boasted
of as the" verifying faculty" of the present day. Ah, reader, if you
have nothing but this light to guide you, pause and consider the solemn
words of the Prophet addressed to you-" Behold, all ye tbat kindle
a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the ligbt
of your fire, and in the sparks that ye bave l..i.ndled. Tbis shall ye
have of Mine hand; ye sballlie down in sorrow." But if, reader, you
have become a fool that you may be wise, and have felt your need of
the" true light," even the wisdom that is hom above; if it be your
precious privilege to say, I was some time darkness, but now am I
light in the Lord; let me remind you for your comfort that the path
of the just is as the shining light, which shineth more and more unto
the perfect day; and though your days of darkness may be many,
yet the promise is yours, "Unto you that fear My Name shall the
Sun of righteousness arise with healing in His wings"; and, as one
saith, if the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of God
be conferred, then the scales fall from the mortal vision, and the cloudy
haze that hovers around it melts away. It is as if a man were takeiJ
during night to a lofty eminence shrouded in vapour and darkness;
but morning breaks, the sun rises, the mist departs, rolls into curling
wreaths and disappears, and the bright landscape unfolds itself.
Compare 1 Cor. ii. 6-16.
Verse 19. "A stranger am I in the earth: hide not from me Thy
cOlnmandments." How frequently the stranger is spoken of in the
Law as an object of compassion. See Deut. x. 19. It is said of tbe
Patriarchs of old-" They confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth." The language of the Prophets was to the same
effect. Compare 1 Chron. xxix. 15. So also of the Apostles. Compare
1 Peter ii. 11. What is contained in this admission, reader 1 They
that say such things declare plainly that they seek a Country. Can
we say that we use this world as if we used it not, not tbinking ourselves at home whilst in it, but having our mind and eye fixed on the
Country which is above-the City that hath foundations, whose
Builder and Maker is God 1 The prayer in the last clause is that
God would not withhold from him the knowledge of His will.
Verse 20. "My soul is I»'ushed for longing for Thy iudgments at all
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times." Ainsworth translates the words, "My soul is broken small
with desire." The phrase, says Gill, is expressive of the greatness,
vehemence, and eagerness of his mind after the thing he desired, which
is declared to be God's judgments, which includes the precepts mentioned in verse 19, His penal inilictions on the wicked mentioned in
verse 21, as well as the everlasting Truth of God, as seen in His purposes, determinations, and decrees, said to be "righteous altogether,"
which are" more to be desired than gold, yea, than much fine gold:
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb." Each servant of God
is made illustrious by them, and in diligently observing them is found
the great end of our being. See Psalm XL". 9-1l.
" At all times." Who could fully say this but the One Who was
holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners; and it can only
have reference to His people, as they are one with Him.
(To be continued.)

WAITING FOR JESUS.
WRITTEN FOR A DYING COTTAGER, 1896.

" Now, Lord, what wait I tor? my hope is in Thee."-PSALM xxxix. 7.
WAITING for JESUS,
The One Whom I love,
To t.ake me Himself
To His bright Home above.
Waiting for JESUSI'm weary with pain;
He knows, and He helps me
Again and again.
Waiting for J ESUSHe seems always near,
And tells me so gently,
I need have no fear.
Waiting for JESUSOh! nothing can part
My SAVIOUR, Who carries
Even me on His heart.
•

Waiting? Yes, waiting,
Till JESUS I see,
The "MAN IN THE GLORY"
Who is waiting for me.
B.ETII.
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(!!orref.lponbrnce.
A SWEET SAVOUR OF TRUTH.

To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
IIfy DEAR AND BELOVED FRIEND,-We are this week reminded of the
sufferings of the Man of Sorrows, and it is sweet to be able to realize
the words, "In that He Himself hath suffered being tried, He is able
to succour them that are tried," for" we have not an High Priest
Which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was
in all points tried like as we are, yet without sin." And here is our
hope,-that His sinless human nature, while capable of entering into
the smallest trials of His children, was united to that Godhead which
gave efficacy to His atonement; and so, as members of the Church of
God, "which He hath purchased with His own blood," we can at times
come boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy at the
hand of Him Who in all our afflictions was Himself afflicted. Yes,
it is the suffering Saviour, dying" the Just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God "-that is our encouragement, for, as the pact
says,11

He knows what sore temptations meaD,

For He has felt the same."
And yet, as the risen and exalted Saviour, He presents His own
priestly work so acceptably to the Father, that we stand complete in
Him Who is the Head of all principality and power. And it is in a
salvation so finished and so perfect that we desire to rest for acceptance, without attempting to mix anything of our own with it, but
drawing near in the spirit of the words" Nothing in my hands I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
This is drawing near" with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with pure water."
But, while we still feel the infirmities of the flesh, we often find it
hard to realize" Just as I am-without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee,
a Lamb of God, I come."
I for one have not done with that unbelief and hardness of heart
of which the great enemy of my soul takes so much advantage. But
he knows that he has only a short season and that we are nearing
the fulfilment of the promise, " The God of peace shall bruise Satan
Ulider your feet shortly." When looking at myself I feel how true
the words, "A guilty, weak, and helpless worm," and therefore how I
have to fall implicitly on His kind arms, which are none other than.
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"the everlasting arms" whieh are underneath, and which will in His
o"n time lift me from the dust and dunghill to set me among princes
and cause me to inherit a throne of glory. I want continually to give
Him the glory of His own work and to realize that in Him" shall all
the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory"; but while we are in
the flesh, it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that
when He shall be manifested, we shall be like Him, for we shall see
Him as He is, and desire to take the lowest place in falling at His feet
and crowning Him Lord of all.
Thus, "not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to His mercy He saved us," when in the Covenant of redemption He undertook our case; and which He will never leave until He
present us " faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy." And if it be the joy of His heart to do this, what wj]] be the
joy of our hearts when in bodies like unto the body of His glory we
shall be fitted to sing His praise and cry without weariness, " Worthy
is the Lamb."
When I think that this precious Saviour came to seek and to save
that which was lost, and that I was one of the lost ones in the Adam
fall, I can not but feel a desire to know more of the length and depth
and breadth and height of that love "which passeth knowledge,"
and to enter into the words, "I have loved thee with an everlasting
love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." It is not
always-I had almost said, often-that I realize this, but I can say,
I trust, "The desire of my soul is to Thy Name, and to the remembrance of Thee." And soon you and I shall learn the full meaning
of the words, "The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul," and it
is a sweetness that will last through the countless ages of eternity.
Yours affectionately,
The Rectory, Stretton,
WILLIAM LUSH.
Ashby-de-la-Zollch,
April 17th, 1916.
"IT IS THE SPIRIT THAT QUICKENETH."
1'0 the Editor 01 THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

•

DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I only noticed yesterday or the day before
a letter in THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE referring to an appeal which had
been made in thc previous number. I am so glad to be able to send
you £5, and if you no longer require it for the MAGAZINE I hope you
will keep it and do what you like with it.
I have had such a joy. My cook, who to my horror told me she
was an atheist, was brought to the Blessed Saviour with many tears
yesterday. I felt God had a pUTpose of love for her, but Satan fought
'J.ard for her, and she has simply been fighting against God for months
-it seemed really sometimes as if she were possessed of the devil.
She had given up coming in to Prayers, and was leaving to-day, and
I felt very cast down yesterday morning, almost despairing. I went
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up after breakfa"lt .to pray for her again, and then it all seemed so
wonderful. I found, when I went into the kitchen, the Holy Spirit had
stepped in and done the blessed work, and she is absolutely changed.
I can hardly believe it is true, I never saw anything more wonderful.
It had been such an agony to me, for I knew without Christ she must
be lost for ever, and I spoke to her often with tears. What awful
heart-sickness I experienced when every day she asked to be excused
from Prayers, for she was cutting herself off, as I thought, from the
only thing that might possibly influence her-the hearing God's Word
read. And then God showed me that He could do it all, without even
that. I feel you will rejoice with me.
I do hope you are not suffering, dear Mr. Ormiston, but feeling a
little better. The lovely Motto you sent me has been and is such a
help.
Yours very sincerely,
CONSTANCIA SgRJEAC"T.
Bide/ord,
May, 1916.
"THAT BLESSED HOPE."
To the Edilm 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I am a regular reader of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and other Free Grace magazines, but there is one line of Truth
running through THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE which is almost lacking in all
the others, that is, the looking and watching and praying for the
return of our Lord. It is a very precious theme to the poor writer,
and I should like to add my mite to the subject, but fear it is not
good enough; yet I send it on.
But to return. When I was eight years of age my mind was solemnly
impressed with the belief that the day of judgment was near, and I well
remember the spot where I spoke to another boy concerning the solemn
matter. That is about forty years ago, and though I have never been
able to understand how I came by the knowledge, I firmly believe it
was the Lord Who revealed it to me. And since then I have watched
various events, and all confirm my faith that our glorious Lord is near.
Unless we wilfully shut our eyes and ears to what is transpiring in the
world, we must see that something very very great has come upon it,
and that greater things must follow in the Lord's own time. I have a
dear son in France, who has been in battle several times. He wrote
telling us that he hoped to get a few days' leave, so we are anxiously
watching and waiting for his return. Sometimes I go and meet a certain train to see if he has come. But he might never come home again.
Not so with our Lord. He must come, and we are bidden to watch
because we know not the hour, or day, or even the year. Nor do we
wish to know, but wc want to live looking, and die looking, if He does
not appear before we die. It seems so strange to me that many of
whom I hope well, seem entirely ignorant of what some of us look for;
yet we know by the Word that it must be so.
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Please to pardon the liberty I have taken in my letter, but it was the
reading of Baron Porcelli's article in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE
which caused me to send you my verses; because we know that He
will come " as a thief in the llight " upon professors and profane, but
His coming should not be unexpected to His blood-bought children.
Sincerely yours,
May 13th, 1916.
W. GoomIAN.
TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISToN,-In response to the appeal on page 217 of this
month's issue, I enclose two guineas on behalf of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND, and trust the appeal will meet with all the support it
needs. Help should not be lacking for any cause that has in view the
glory of God and the maintenance of His Truth. Reliance on the
text you quote, "Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and He shall
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord," can not fail; for
" All things are of God," Who is the Giver of all strength, whether
spiritual, physical, or financial.
Sympathizing ,vith you in your weakness,
Yours very sincerely,
Bramhall,
J. E. WINDER.
April 24th, 1916.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-A Missionary to Soldiers writes: "Your valuable parcel
of books has arrived safely. Many thanks. We will see that they
are well distributed, and I am sure that they will do a lot of good
both in hospitals and barrack room."
A Lady writing from a Soldiers' Home says: ." Very many thanks
for the splendid parcel of books. We have already taken some off for
the barrack rooms."
Another Lady writing from a Sailors' Home says: "I thank you
very much for the parcel of books for our sailors' bags, and distribution.
We are always most grateful for any good reading, and what you have
sent is very acceptable, and I trust may be used of God for blessing."
Another Soldiers' Home writes: "Thank you so very much indeed
for your kindness in sending the parcel of books. They are very
useful, and we are giving them out now."
A Worker writes: "Many thanks for the parcel of books. There
is a great need for the distribution of Bound literature in these days."
From a large Sailors' Rest comes this note of gratitude: "I thank
you for your kind gift of the parcel of books for distribution to our
men. We find that literature of this character is appreciated at the:
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present time, and we (lre very much obliged to you for remembering
our work in this way."
I trust that these tokens of gratitude will encourage our friends to
continue to come to our assist.ance in the lI1ission work. Thcre are
signs that the generous help so freely shown since the War began is
falling off. A generous supportcr of the work writes: "Dear Brother,
I regret to hear that supplies are not so plentiful. No doubt there
are many, many calls on all. Still, I am doubtful if this falling off is
the result of want of funds so much as want of thought. May the
Lord's stewards be stirred up. I had the idea that you had ample,
others may think the same. Perhaps an intimation that you can
use mOl'e might remedy matters." Testaments, books, and magazines are greatly needed; will not our friends come to our help?
Yours >incerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, May, 1916.
lltote~tnnt

lOeacon.

"IT SHALL BRUISE THY HEAD."
GENESIS ill. 15.

WE have received from our esteemed friend, Madame Lopez Rodriguez,
of the Figueras Mission, a most able theological treatise, entitled
"Ipsa, or Ipse ?-He, or She?" an "Apologetical, Critical, and
Philological Study of Genesis iii. 15." The Author of this valuable
pamphlet, which must have involved much research, is Ml'. LopezRodriguez lI'1urray, B.A., L.Th., M.R.S., of the same Mission, who
has suffered much, even to imprisonment, for the Truth of the Gospel
and his sturdy Protestantism. He thus sets forth the sad necessity
for such a treatise.
"The Spanish Religious Tract and Book Society has long been
actively engaged in circulating Gospel literatme on a large scale in
countries all over the world where Spanish is spoken, thus embracing
Spain, S. America, Cuba, the Philippines, and parts of N. Africa.
" The Society also publishes books and tracts to combat all evil,
but chiefly Romanism and Infidelity, tbe latter a rcbe.und hom the
degrading superstition and errors of the former. One of Rome's most
deadly errors is Mariolatry, which is so popular in Spain, and alas! is
being actively propagated in England. A 'Chmch League' has
actually been formed for this express purpose.
" Such Idolatry is truly deplorable, and lamented by Protestants in
Roman Catholic countries. To destroy once and for ever such a
sacrilegious dogma, a special Treatise was much needed for circulation,
not only in Romish countries, but also in Britain. Let her never
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forget that she owes her greatness to the Reformation, which freed
her from the tyranny of Rome. As' Britons never will be slaves,' let
them beware lest by admitting Rome's insidious influence they be
robbed of their Religious and Civil Liberty, and National greatness.
" After a careful study of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception,
I am fully persuaded that with God's help I have been enabled to
adduce arguments which are irrefutable, proved to be so by the Hebrew
and Greek Originals, Councils, Fathers of the Church, Bishops, Popes,
etc. Thus Romanists and Ritualists can not fail, if honest, to be
c('nvinced that The Immaculate Conception, and Adoration of the
Virgin are blasphemous Idolatry, and contrary to God's Word.
" May He use this Treatise for the maintenance of the glory due
to His' dear Son: the ONLY SAVIOUR, and the' ONE MEDIATOR:
• For there is none other Name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved' (Acts iv. 12). • God also hath highly exalted
Him, and given Him a Name which is ABOVE EVERY NAME.'
"God grant that Britain may 'Flee from IDOLATRY: and so
continue to be truly great."
We quote at some length from the treatise, and would ask our
readers prayerfully to aid in securing for it a wide circulation, in
order to counteract, as far as possible, the efforts of the Church of
Rome in our beloved Country, and of the "Church League" in our
Protestant Church of England. All communications on the subject
should be addressed to General Battersby, Lyncroft, Weybridge.
After a learned bandling of the passage under considerationGenesis iii. 15, unanswerably proving from the Hebrew that the dogma
of the Immaculate Conception and Mariolatry are founded upon a false
pronoun, a corruption of the Original, the Author proceeds :The Church of Rome can not deny that the institution of the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception was a matter of chance. The fact
that voting determined once for all whether the Virgin was immaculate
or not abundantly proves: (1) That it was not a message from God
to the people, and that the Pope received no intimation from God, for
a Divine message would not have needed human corroboration;
(2) That man can not make decrees concerning eternal things, for if
~fary had been immaculate she would have heen so from the beginning.
That which is human, owing to its sinful nature from its genesis,
can not decree Divine laws or institutions; for that which is Divine,
in matters of doctrine, has always worked independently of the
material, taking the name, as we know, of Divine Institutions; therefore by logical sequence we can do no less than call the Immaculate
Conception a Human Institution.
Again,-How can a corruption of the Original be a foundation for a
dogma of such importance to the Romish Church as the Immaculate
Conception, which is only of modern date ~ If the Popes are the
Vicars of Christ and infallible, ex cathedra, and if they are in com-
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munication with God every moment, why did not God announce to
the world through the first Pope the Divine condition of Mary, instead
of waiting until nearly nineteen centuries after Mary lived on earth
before proclaiming her Immaculate? What would the Popes,
Cardinals, Bishops, and the millions of the Faithful who have died
say, if they returned to this world and found a new dogma, a new
article of faith, they having only known the Virgin Mary as the most
highly favoured and blessed among women?
There is no book in the world which proves the doctrine of the
Immaculate Conception. The Bible, the best of all books, inspired of
God, and the oldest and plainest, tells ns nothing of it. If it were true,
.would not Christ have manifested it to the people, as He manifested
His own Divinity, and taught them about His Father?
It is blasphemy for any to assume to be immaculate, when there is
only One "holy, harmless, undefiled" (Hebrews vii. 26). If the
Virgin were born without original sin, if she never sinned during the
whole of her life, then she would not be under the law of sin. If she
were not under this law, how is it that she died like the rest of human
beings? The Bible says: "The wages of sin is death"; this implies
that on account of sin we have to pass through death. "Wherefore,
as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned" (Romans v.. 12).
If the Vu·gin Mary was immaculate, if she were born without sin, then
let the Roman Catholics say how they can reconcile this dogma of the
Church of Rome with the following verses: "There is none righteous,
no, not one" (Romans iii. 10). "For all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God" (Romans iii. 23). "By the offence of one
judgment came upon all men to condemnation" (Romans v. 18).
" And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou Me good? There is
none good but one, that is, God" (i\fark x. 18). "And Mary said,
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God
my Saviour" (Luke i. 46, 47).
The New Testament is the best philological proof against the Immaculate Conception, as will be seen from the verses above cited. The
beautiful confession of the blessed Virgiu Mary uproots and destroys
at once and for ever the doctrine which declares her to have been without 'lin, for if she had no sin, why did she recognize God as her Saviour?
" My spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour." Let Roman Catholics
remember that these words were uttered by the Virgin Mary herself.
Will the Original be at fault in this verse also?
Let us pass on to the third proof, which is also important. We now
tuTU to the Septuagint, which our readers will remember is the Greek
version of greatest value compiled from the original Hebrew by seventy
learned and venerable translators. This version follows literally the
original Hebrew, giving the masculine pronoun HE, equivalent to thc
Latin ipse, instead of the feminine SHE, equivalent to ipsa, which has
been introduced by Rome. Undoubtedly the Jews, as good interprcters and excellent Hebraists, saw that it was necessary to translate
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t.his pronoun in t.he mascul-ine gender, the same as it. was in t.he Hebrew,
and it is important to remember that they did this in spite of having
to translate the word seed, in the neuter. This alone shows how
essential they considered it, and that we also should do so. Thus we
sce that the Original, and the most important version, give the masculine, making it plain that the ancient Hebrews before the coming
of the Saviour understood that the pronoun HE referred to the Messiah,
and not to the Virgin Mary. So far we have not been able to discover
the origin of she (ipsa).
Let us now pass on to seek the evidence which the fifth proof presents
to us.
On February 2nd, 1849, the Pope, who had taken refuge in Gaeta
from insurrectionists, sent an encyclical to the patriarchs and bishops
of the Roman Catholic world, entitled, "The Purification 0/ Mary,
2nd 0/ February 1849." This was to be accepted as a new article of
doctrine. That is to say, they not only wished to beatify and canonize
the Virgin as a Saint, but she was to be incorporated with the Holy
Trinity as impeccable, like God. The Pope, and his intimate friends
the Jesuits, wished to impose penalties on those who would not accept
the dogma. Lambrushini made an elaborate dissertation on the
subject, and later on Juan Perrone, a member of the Society of Jesus,
and a University Professor, made an extraordinary propaganda of the
new dogma, being made Cardinal as a reward for his enthusiasm.
From this originated interminable discussions. The theologians of
t he Council of Basilea also took the matter under consideration. Their
continuous debates lasted about two years, after ,vhich they finally
declared their opinion on two important points, but without obtaining
a satisfactory result.
Pope Eugene IV rejected the decree of the Council of Basilea, the
discussions concerning it lasted until the days of Sixtus IV, 1476, or
1477, when many unlimited indulgences were offered to those who
would attend a Mass of the Immaculate Conception. But this dogma
could not yet be established. In 1482 a Constitution was formed to
condemn the opposite party, it being thought that the discords and
differences might thus be brought to an end: this also was without
effect. In 1483 the party which opposed the dogma was threatened
with excommunication! The controversies assumed so violent a
character that they seemed more like personal quarrels for taking
vengeance in a private matter than discussions supposed to be based
on Divine Inspiration. At last came the Council 0/ Trent, which made
an extensive propaganda with the object of clearing up the matter,
but without decreeing or establishing anything definitely. In 1846,
when Pio IX ascended the papal throne, the Roman Catholic Church
declared that the Virgin Mary was the mother of God, "genitricern
Dei," with the object of declaring her to be Sinless, but this incomprehensible dogma met with much opposition from the bishops and high
functionaries of the Romish Church.
Immediately the Pope, with the object of evading the opinion of P.
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council, notified to all the bishops privately that they should ascertain
in their respective dioceses" what was the general opinion and devotion
01 the clergy respecting the Immaculate Conception 01 the Virgin M ary."
The replies were published in three large volumes, with the title of
"Pareri dell' Episcopato Cattolico sulla dcfinizione dogmatica dell'
Inmacolato Concepimento della B. V. Mary." This was not published,
but printed solely for the use of Rome. The three volumes were
examined by the Rev. Dr. Pusey, who enjoys universal fame as a
writer and critic, with the object of showing the number of archbishops,
bishops, and other functionaries of the Church of Rome who opposed
and rejected the dogma. They are as follows :From the foregoing, which is historic, we have discovered that half
the dignitaries of the Roman Catholic Church were against the desires
of the Holy See. The Pontiff, however, in spite of this contrariety,
published his dogmatical decision, manifesting later on, in order to
give weight to the decree, that he had obtained the consent of all the
archbishops and bishops of the Chmch. The lector is at liberty to
judge as to whether this statement is true, or not.
After five years of deliberation, Pope Pio IX gathered together many
clergy in the Chmch of St. Peter, on the 8th of December 1854, where
with great pomp a solemn meeting was held, and the proclamation
decreeing the new dogma was read.
This conduct and mode of decreeing on the part of the Church of
Rome are unaccountably outrageous, being offensive to those who are
conscientious, or in any degree cultured. Were all the archbishops
and bishops who would not accept the dogma of the Immaculate
Conception of Mary also sectarians 1 They all protested against the
dogma (consequently were "Protestants") because it was a human
invention, and not a Divine decree. This is stated by the archbishops
and bishops of the Church of Rome, and is historic data which may
be read by anyone. And yet the Roman Catholics are surprised and
alarmed that Luther and Calvin, etc., should become" Protestants."
The cause of Protestantism is Rome herself, who, with her innumerable
changes and innovations, departs further and fmther from the sim·
plicity and truth of the Gospel. Rome, with her incomprehensible
mysteries, fabulous customs and requirements, has created atheism
in the minds of many. The idea that religion is a money-making
concern, now prevails in France, and is taking root in Spain. Is not
Rome responsible for her deeds 1 How many have been led to the
stake for not believing in papal inventions and fanatical creeds, which
are superstitious, and lacking in common sense and good judgment 1
In conclusion, I will present the last proof, which from its authenticity
and classical antiquity is very convincing.
All the manuscripts and versions made from the original Hebrew,
which I shall quote, have the masculine pronoun, referring to Christ,
and not the feminine, as referring to the Virgin Mary :(1) The original Hebrew has always been the same, otherwise it
would cease to be the original, and as we well know, it presents clearly,
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and universally the masculine pronoun; (2) THE SAMARITAN HEBREW
version has the masculine pronoun; (3) The ancient SYRIAC VERSIONS
also have the masculine pronoun; (4) The ARABIC VERSIONS present
faithfully the masculine pronoun; (5) All the RABBINICAL COMMENTATORS quote the masculine pronoun; (6) The GREEK VERSION of the
LXX, or SEPTUAGINT, has the masculine pronoun autos (He), not aute
(She).
Before closing, I would appeal to the conscience of the reader for
an honest reply to the following question, Who is right, God, or the
Popes 1 As already seen, we have made a thorough examination of
the subject in its philological and critical aspect, with the testimony
of distinct versions and declarations of the holy Fathers and Popes,
which convince us that we can not do less than energetically condemn
the Latin Vulgate, and the interpretation given by Rome, unsettling
the minds of the nations with a heterodox idea, which is a mere speculation of the m~aning of Genesis iii. 15. This is trading with the
thoughts and consciences of men, it is purposely taking advantage of
the ignorance of some, and the faith of others. With what right does
Rome attempt to blot out by the Latin Vulgate the majestic and
prophetic truth of Christ crushing with incomparable force the head
of the Serpent 1 Why does Rome attempt to snatch away the merit
of Christ, the Son of God, in His beautiful and (in all nominally Christian countries) universally known work of expiation and redemption,
presented in its Messianic aspect in Genesis, which prophecy can not
be confused with any other 1 Why did Rome attempt to break this
prophetic chain, which begins in Genesis, and ends with its fulfilment
on the apocalyptic day, that memorable day when on Mount Calvary
they nailed Chr'ist to the cross 1 The links of this chain were strongly
welded by all the prophets inspired by God.
The Latin Vulgate and its Catholic version completely break and
destroy the Protevangelium, departing very far from the original
Hebrew and the other versions, so that the ordinary reader perusing
the passage superficially for the first time would conclude that it is
she, the Virgin, who bruised the head of the serpent, not Christ. Now,
I ask Rome, if from the beginning the Virgin Mary bruised the serpent,
why have they changed a few centuries ago the masculine pronoun
to feminine 1 If the pronoun has been masculine from the first,
whence comes the idea which establishes it as feminine 1 If the
Messianic truth is the same, why have they not left the original Hebrew
uncorrupted 1 Rome can not answer. Now let her tell us if she is
always the same, and never changes.
The Roman Catholics went to the ignominious extreme of changing,
in the ROYAL BIBLE OF ANTWERP, 1572, the masculine prefix Va,
found in Genesis iii. 15, for the feminine Yod (as previously demonstrated), with the speculative object of favouring the capricious
pronoun of the Latin Vulgate, Ipsa (She). But to her greater shame,
later on, in the year 1584, there was a revision of this Bible, and she
was obliged, in the following edition, to take out the feminine pro-
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noun Ipsa, and adjust the text to the Hebrew original. This is an
historic fact which the Roman Catholics do not care to remember,
and can not deny.
The defects of the Latin Vulgate and its wrong interpretations
made it necessary for many learned men to translate the Bible anew,
taking as their guides the original manuscripts, and not the popes.
. . . Pope Sixtus V himself corrected forty defects with his own hand,
and correctors employed by Clement VII found as many, as did Thomas
James in his work" Bellum Papale," noting, as Glaire says, "two
thousand differences between the two Bibles." Lucas Brujense points
out more tban " four thousand" which could yet be corrected in the
Vulgate, and the learned Bishop Isidoro Claro, who was much respected
in the Council of Trent, assures us that he amended in his work, " Schol,:a
in Biblia," some" eight thousand."
It would not be in accordance with my topic to quot<;; whole passages
in order to show the lack of agreement, the irregularities, and the
innumerable solecisms which are found at every point. In the first
Latin version" more than a million differences are found in the Pentateuch."
These few remarks will enable the reader to estimate the condition
of the Latin Vulgate; and if he goes through it he will see its many
defects, which prove of how little importance Rome regards the original
truth of the Holy Scriptures, and how slightingly she introduces innovations and dogmatic errors, utterly regardless of the Divine command
in Deut. iv. 2; "Ye shall not add unto· the Word I command you,
neither shall ye diminish aught from it." The solemn denouncement
in Rev. xxii. 18, 19, may equally apply to Rome's action.
After what has been said, who can read Genesis iii. 15, without
seeing in it the Christ 1 Who can deny that He bruised the head of
the serpent on Calvary 1 "The Seed" is Clll."ist, from all eternity
glorious, and blessed. "The Seed" is the Son of God Who was" made
flesh" for our salvation; Who willed to be made in the likeness of
man, so bccame incarnate, that He might be the Redeemer, and Saviour
of sinners. Divine love was the motive for such stupendous abnegation, a fact so sublime that it should fill our hearts with adoration and
gratitude.
Let us ever bear in mind that He, not She, was" the Author, and
Finisher" of that" great salvation" which will culminate in all true
believers sharing His Eternal Glory. Then shall they sing "a new
song, saying, Thou art worthy . . . for Thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and
priests." "Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven, we laud and magnify Thy glorious Name; evermore praising Thee, and saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of Thy glory; Glory be to Thee, 0 Lord
most high. Amen."
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE 81st Anniversary of our Camberwell Home will be held on Thnrsday, June 1st, at the Home, when the Rev. J. W. Tobitt, of Hastings,
will preach at 3.30 p.m. Tea will be provided, and T. A. Warburton,
Esq., will preside over the evening meeting. On the following Thursday, the 8th instant, Mrs. Shelbourn ,viII open the South London Sale of
Work at 33, De Crespigny Park, where it will be held by kind permission
of Mr. and Mrs. McCarthy.
Our Brighton pensioners and the inmates of oUl' Home there have
had their Annual Tea at the Home, after which a meeting was held
presided over by Samuel Combridge, Esq., when Gospel addresses were
given by several friends. The old folk enjoyed this opportunity of
fellowship.
J. C. Dennis, Esq., will preside at the Annual Election of Ten Guineas
Per Annum Pensioners, to be held this year at the Society's offices,
when 30 will be appointed. The voting papers have been issued.
Copies of the new Annual Report, as presented at the recent Meeting,"
will be sent to any friends who, after perusing them, will kindly distribute them among new subscribers, so that fresh support may be
forthcoming in this period of national stress and trial. The Committee
thank God for His great goodness to the Institution, during so many
months of war.
A beloved friend of many years' standing has entered into the joy of
his Lord, 1\11'. Thomas Can, who passed away in April, in the 84th
year of his age. His ministry was a most acceptable one, and his
addresses at meetings of the Society were indeed appreciated. His
dying testimony he expressed thus-" All is well" 'On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand,

All other ground is sinking sand.'''
"The righteous shall floUTish like the palm tree," which is produet,ive
to the last and brings forth its best fruit in old age. And thus many
aged pilgrims helped by the Soeiety " grow in grace, and in tbe knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ," to the very end of the
journey. We have seen those to whom earthly things at last grew
insipid; they had no curiosity for the news of the day, and little taste
for books. They stuek to God's Testimony, and you never went in to
see them but the ample Bible lay open on the table or the counterpane,
and they eould tell the portion which had been their morning's food or
the meditation of the night. The Word of Christ dwelt in them richly,
and the fruits were apparent. And the last harvest came, and the last
gleanings of their precious words, and their place knew them no longer;
they were flourishing in the courts of God on high. To smooth the
pathway of such as these, who have the strongest of all claims upon·
our regard, is the object of our Society. We record with thankfulness
the mercies of the past, acknowledging with gratitude friends kind and

336

The Gospel Magazine

true who are still with us, while keenly missing those who have been
t"ken, and looking forward "nd upward to Him Who is "the Bame
yesterday, and to day, and for ever."
•
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HELPS TO STUDIES IN THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.-ARRANGED
FOR NINE WEEKS. By ALlCE MARY GUY. Pp. 43. Price 6d.
(LONDON, and AYLESBURY: HUNT, BARNARD & Co.)
This little book, well printed and neatly bound, is full of instruction
in a very condensed form, and " is intended to help those who wish
to study either alone or in circles . . . who have not much time or
1110ney to spare." Attention is drawn in a suggestive way to the
outstanding characteristics of this anonymous Epistle, always one of
peculiar and absorbing interest to lovers of God's most holy inspired
\V ord. The subject matter of each chapter is well set forth. Alternative renderings are given where helpful, also in many cases the
Greek, with literal translations and references to other pass"ges where
the same word occurs in the original, though differently translateda very profitable and enlightening manner of studying the Scriptures.
We wish the booklet the wide circulation it deserves, and trust thc
Divine blessing may abundantly rest on this labour of love on the
part of the devout and careful Writer.
A REPLY TO THE BISHOP OF LONDON'S ATTACK ON CALVINIS~I. By
the REV. W. SYKES and PASTOR HENRY ATHERTON. Pp. 15.
Price Id.; 6s. 6d. per 100. (Pastor Henry Atherton, 100-102,
The Grove, CamberwelI, London, S.E.)
The joint Authors of this Reply are the President and the Secretary
of the" Sovereign Grace Union." It contains an interesting correspondence between the Bishop of London and the Rev. WiIliam Sykes,
Vicar of Hillsboro', Sheffield. It quotes the "Judicious Hooker" as
saying of Calvin: "I think [him] incomparably the wisest man that
ever the French Chul'Ch did enjoy since the hour it enjoyed him."
Toplady's " Historic Proof of the Calvinism of the Church of England"
is quoted to prove the Calvinism of our English Bishops and our
English Universities at the time of the Reformation. The adherence
of such men as Knox, Bunyan, Milton, Whitefield and C. H. Spurgeon
to the Doctrines of Grace is alluded to as showing that the Bishop of
London's attack is a libel on the saintly characters of these men of
God. Valuable quotations are also given from J ames Anthony Froude,
the historian, on the suliject of Calvinism. Readers of THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE will do well to circulate this able pamphlet.

