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THE WHOLE CHURCH AT PRAYER.
"

Pel~

therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without
ceasing of the Church unto God for him."-AcTS xii. 5.

Tms chapter contains the record of Peter's wonderful deliverance
from prison in answer to the prayers of the Church of GOD. Herod
Agrippa I, who was the grandson of Herod the Great (see Matt.
ii. 1), was at that time king of J udma. J osephus, the Jewish
historian, describes him as a king who was rigid in observing Jewish
rites and a lover of. popularity. He had no love, however, for
the followers of JESUS OF NAZARETH. Accordingly, we read that
he "killed J ames the brother of John with the s\vord." Then,
finding that this wicked act made him popular with the Jew~,
" he proceeded further to take Peter also." The observance of the
feast of the Passover, however, prevented him from treating Peter
as he had treated James. That apostle, however, was put in
prison and place a under the custody of "four guaternions of
soldiers;" and it was Herod's intention after the Passover to bring
Peter forth for public execution. "Man proposes, but GOD
disposes." Even kings can do nothing without Divine permission.
It was the Divine purpose that Peter's martyrdom should not
take place till he was well stricken in years. The LORD JESUS
had said to Peter, "When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself,
and walkedst whither thou wouldest : but when thou shalt be
16
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old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shalt gird
thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. This spake He,
signifying by what death he should glorify GOD" (John xxi. 18,
19). Satan, through Herod, sought to antedate Peter's death,
but his design was frustrated. GOD was watching over His servant
Peter, and Herod's evil intentions were defeated. This remark'able deliverance came in answer to the prayers of GOD'S people,
"Prayer was made without ceasing of the Church unto GOD for
' "
h Im.
1. It was prayer in h!JJr1nonl{ with the Divine will.
The Church cried to GOD for Peter's deliverance, doubtless in
submission to the Divine will. The people of GOD had seen that
GOD had not thought good to prevent James from being slain,
They knew, too, that He had allowed John the Baptist to be
imprisoned and then beheaded. Stephen, too, was not preserved
from being stoned to death. The ways of GOD are often mysterious.
We remember being 'much impressed with a conversation we had
with the late Dr. C. Y. Biss in which he referred to the case of
John the Baptist as an illustration of GOD'S mysterious dealings
with His people. It is plain from these Scripture cases, as well
as from th'e history of the martyrs in our own country, that GOD
is pleased to allow some of His people to seal their testimony with
their blood. Hence prayer for delivering mercy must always be
in subInission to the Divine will. "This is the confidence that
we have in Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will,
He heareth us" (1 John v. 14). It is quite possible, however,
. that many members of the Church knew of the LORD'S prediction
concerning Peter. If so, we may be sure they would mention it
at the' meetings for prayer, and they would plead this implied
promise in their prayers to GOD on Peter's behalf. Many would
be comforted as they recalled the words of the LORD JESUS. Their
faith would lay hold of them, and they would be assured in their
minds that, however great Peter's danger might be, deliverance
was assured., This would stimulate their prayers that the LORD
would be true to His gracious proInise. The 'promises of GOD are
an encouragement to prayer. They stimulate faith in the darkest
hour. They do not prevent faith from being tested. GOD'S delay
in responding to our cry often tests our faith, and in the case of
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some there may be doubts and fears. They may wonder if they
have misinterpreted the promises and so they may become fearful
as to their fulfilment. Such thoughts may have entered the minds
of some of GOD'S praying people at Jerusalem. In any case the
sequel shows that the LORD was true to His word, and the submissive prayers of His people were wonderfully answered. We can
never err in pleading the promises. The LORD is always faithful
to His word.
His delays are not denials, and if our desires are
,
in the line of His will, they will certainly be fulfilled. "He will
fulfil the desire of them that fear Him: He will also hear their
cry, and will save them" (Psa. cxlv. 19). The truth of this passage
is strikingly illustrated in a letter received from India. We had
sent a copy of the late Bishop Ryle's " Knots Untied" to a young
officer there. Jn acknowledging its receipt he says, "It is very
curious you should send it, as J have been wanting to have a copy
for months, and even while I was at B-- J kept wondering
whether I should ask you to send it. It is such a helpful book in
a place where one is surrounded with false teaching or complete
indifference." The LORD knew his desire and fulfilled it. Even
our groanings are not hid from Him.
2. It was colledive praY3r.
The whole Church at Jerusalem united in prayer on Peter's
behalf. Probably there were large prayer meetings in one place,
and possibly frequent smaller meetings in many parts of the city.
Many gathel'ed for praY,er in the house of Mary the mother of
John, whose surname was Mark. ;All were deeply concerned and
all prayed. Sometimes very remarkable events have happened in
answer to the prayer of a single saint of GOD. Hezekiah, the king
of Judah, prayed alone when he received Sennacherib's boastful
letter. He cried, "0 LORD GOD, I beseech Thee, save Thou us
out of his hand," and that/very night" the angel of the J,ORD went
out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore
and five thousand" (2 Kings xix. 19, 35). Elijah the prophet
was a man of like passions with ourselves. He prayed that it
might rain, and "the heaven was black with clouds and wind,
and there was a great rain" (1 Kings xviii. 41-45). Great things
may thus result from the believing prayers of single believers.
But it is good and acceptable to GOD that His people should unite
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in prayer. "If two of you should agree on earth as touching
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My
FATHER Which is in heaven: For where two or three are gathered
together in My name, there am I in the midst of them:" (Matt.
xviii. 19, 20). Private prayer, family prayer,' and public prayer
each have their place. We cannot afford to omit any of them.
"Prayer was appointed to convey
The blessings God designs to give:
Long as they live should Christians pray,
For only while they pray they live."-Hart.
Oh, how needful it is that GOD'S people should give themselves
to collective prayer! They need to do so in reference to the
nation, in reference to' the Church, in reference to the world at
large. He Who rules the world can alone so order all events that
•
His people shall be gathered out and saved, His purposes accomplished, and the present and eternal good of His children promoted.
3. It was earnest prayer.
The Revised Version has "prayer was made earnestly.'.' With
fervency and earnestness of heart they cried unto GOD. They
realized the seriousness of the situation. They saw that J ames
had been slain, and, if Peter were not to share His fate, almighty
power must intervene. Hence they were in deadly earnest. As
the day for Peter's intended execution grew nearer, their zeal in
prayer increased, and on the night before, many gathered for
prayer in the house of Mary the mother of John whose surname
was Mark. The greater the danger the more earnest and heartfelt
were t,heir prayers. What about our prayers ~ Must we not
often confess to our shame that they are cold and almost lifeless ~
Too often they lack wholehearted earnestness and desire. Whether
offered in private, in the family, or in the public assemblies of
the saints, we have often reason to mourn over wandering thoughts
and failure to cry mightily unto GOD. "With my whole heart
have I sought Thee" is a description of prayer which we should
covet to be applicable to our own approaches to the throne of
grace.
" We perish if we cease from prayer;
Oh, grant us power to pray;
And when to meet Thee we prepare,
Lord, meet us by the way! "-Montgomery,
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4. It was prayer offered to the right quarter.
The saints at Jerusalem never dreamed of invoking the help of
the Virgin Mary, or of any other dead saints. They directed their
prayers to Him Who alone could save Peter from death. "Prayer
was made of the Church unto God for him." Our help cometh only
from the LORD Who hath made heaven and earth. He says, " Call
upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify Me" (Psa. 1. 15). We may use means, but the best way
to get human help as an instrument is to cry unto GOD. "Cursed
be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and
whose h~art departeth from the LORD." On the other hand,
" Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope
the LORD is" (Jer. xvii. 5, 7)", Oh, the need there is of really
looking to the LORD a.Jone in this time of terrible war! How
vain is the help of man to bring this conflict to an end! Human
prophets expected the war to be over long ago as the result of
hwnan plans, purposes, efforts, and arrangements, but disappointment is our portion. Let us, cease from man and look only unto
the LORD. "My soul, wait thou only upon GOD; for my expecta.
tion is from Him. He alone is my rock and my salvation" (Psa.
" lxii. 5, 6). It is He only Who maketh wars to cease. Be it ours
to say, "0 our GOD . . . we have no might against this great
company that cometh against us; neither know we what to do :
but our eyes are upon Thee" (2 Cheon. xx. 12). In reference to all
our concerns, private, domestic, business, or national, we need to
lift up our eyes unto Him Who dwelleth in the heavens.
5. It was answered prayer.
GOD never fails to answer His people's real prayers. His ears "
are open unto their prayers. He always inclines His ears and
listens attentively to the cries of His children. " He will be very
gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when He shall hear it,
He will answer thee" (Isa. xxxii. 19).
The LORD answered His people at Jerusalem. In spite of
Herod's intention, in spite of the two soldiers "to whom Peter was
chained, in spite of the first and second guard, in spite of the iron
gate, and in spite of the malicious hopes of the Jews, Peter was
delivered. Peter was able to say, " Now I know of a surety, that
the LORD hath
sent His angel, and hath delivered me out of the
-

.
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hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the
Jews" (Acts xii. 11). Christian reader, hesitate not to trust in
thy GOD. He is thy Father. He loves thee. Cry to Him about
everything, small or great. Ask and it shall be given thee. Here
is a simple incident that occured recently. A young girl was on
a journey. She dropped the key of her trunk and left it at home.
Her own words shall tell the sequel.
" At Paddington, I felt in my pocket to see if I had still my key
all right, .and found, to my great consternation, that I hadn't.
Now, however, I am very thankful that I did drop it, because of
a most wonderful answer to prayel.' we had in connection with it.
We told Miss - - about it when we wanted to unpack. So she
gave us a bunch of keys to see if any would fit.' None would fit,
so, of course, we thought it was quite hopeless to get it open. Miss
- - came in a little while after with a bag of keys to see if they
were any good, and went down stairs again. We then prayed
toget,her that one would fit. We found only one that got into the
hole without difficulty, but it wouldn't open it; so we tried all
the others without any success, and then went back to the one
-which seemed more likely to open it. After about a minute's
manipulating, the box was unlocked! Wasn't it lovely 1 I had
been praying silently before, but I am afraid without any faith
that my prayer would be answered. Now . . . I am more thankful
than ever."
The GOD of the first century is the GOD Who lives in the twentieth
century. He hears the prayers of all His people, YOWlg and old.
.. In everything" (whether great or small) by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto GOD"
(Phil. iv. 6).

Whitinqton Vicarage,
Stoke Fer'ry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

" AND let them say what they will of us, as being exclusive and
narrow-minded; oh, where is the poor sinner that we are taught to shut
out from the grasp of such a salvation as this 1 Nay, we would go to
the dungeon of the crinlinal, upon whom the sentence of execution,
according to the penalty of his country's laws, has been passed, and
we would tell him that' the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth
from all sin.' "-Rev. W. H. Krause.
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THE EFFECTS OF REDEMPTION.
" Having obtained eternal redemption for ·US."-HEBREWS ix. 12.

THE redeeming work of our Lord Jesus was planned and arranged
in eternity, and the persons whom God graciously intended to
redeem were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world.
In order, however, that Christ might come in the ftilness of time
to carry out the work of redemption, and in order that the countless multitude whom He designed to redeem might be born, it was
necessary that the world should continue. Hence, though man
had rebelled against His Creator, the immediate execution of the
full penalty of the broken law of God was arrested in order that
the purposes of God's saving grace towards His chosen people
might eventually be accomplished. During the long period which
has elapsed since man's fall, God has therefore displayed His
goodness towards men in general, notwithstanding their enmity
and rebellion against Him. In Him they have lived and moved
and had their being. From Rim they have received life, and
breath, and all things.' He has extended His goodness to them
by giving them rain and sunshine from heaven and fruitful seasons.
He has filled their hearts with food and gladness (Acts xiv. 16, 17.;
xvii. 25). In regard to temporal things He has been good to all,
He has given them their meat in due season. He has continually
satisfied the natural desires of His creatures. It may therefore be
Scripturally said that the forbearance of God in not visiting Hi~
fallen creatures immediately with the full penalty of sin, His
continuance of the world since the Fall, and His bestowal of all
•
temporal blessings alike upon the just and the unjust, are effects
which follow the eternal purpose of God to redeem His chosen
people from the consequences of sin. As Mr. J. A. Haldane says,
" The continuance of the world, and His providential care of those
who live and die in their sins, is for the sake of the elect whom He
hath chosen" (" The Doctrine of the Atonement," by J. A. Haldane,
p. 135). These are what may be called general effects of God's
purpose to redeem. The special, particular, and more defillite
effects of redemption are, however, what we desire to dwell upon.
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What are these? What are some of the effects of the great work
of redemption which our Lord Jesus Christ accomplished when He
die'd upon the cross? We feel our helplessness in answering this
question. Who is sufficient to dilate upon this great theme?
We tremble lest we should write anything which cannot be
supported by " most certain warrants of holy Scripture." May the
Spirit of truth so control our thoughts that what we write may
indeed be the pure teaching of the Divinely.inspired Word!
1. The firs~ effect of redemption is the justification of the j·edeemed
and their eternal deliverance from the penalty of their sins.

The ransom price which our adorable Redeemer paid is His own
life. By His death upon the cross He redeemed His people, and
that death secured there and then the eternal justification of all
tJ:!e members of His mystical body. He was delivered over to
death because of their sins; He was raised again because, by His
death, He had secured their justification (Rom. iv. 25). By His
obedience. unto death as the Representative and Surety of His
people, they are constituted righteous. Their sins are no longer
imputed. Their iniquities are forgiven. Their transgressions are
blotted out. They have redemption through Christ's blood, the
forgiveness of sins according to the riches of Divine grace (Eph. i.
7). Christ hath redeemed them from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for them (Gal. iii. 13). In the Divine purpose these
great, far-reaching, and unspeakable blessings were secured to the
elect the moment Christ their Surety had exhausted the penalty of
sin by His death upon the cross. When, subsequently, the Holy
Spirit bears sweet and precious witness to the hearts of God's
people that Christ hath thus stood in their room and stead, and
endured the merited penalty of sin in their behalf, joy and peace
fill their sou.!s. With triumphant voice they cry, "Who shall
lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifreth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea
rather, that is risen again, Who is even at the right hand of God,
Who also maketh intercession for us " (Rom. viii. 33, 34). Blessed
indeed ill this effect of redemption. Happy indeed is he who can
say, "Thou hast ill love to my soul delivered it from the pit of
corruption:· Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back" (Isa.
xxxviii. 17).
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2. The second effect of redemption is the sanctification and the
regenemtion of the redee:med.
By nature they are dead in sin and utterly indifferent to the
grace and mercy of their Redeemer. They are far from God.
They have wandered away from Him, and are living in daily
rebellion against His authority. They are in the broad way which
culminates in destruction and' eternal separa.tion from God. But
though they love not God, He loves them, and He hath loved them
from eternal times. He loved them and chose them before the
stars began to shine, and before they had any being. Hence they
are "elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Fathel',
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter i. 2). In the language of
the editor of Calvin's Commentaries, "They were elected in order
that they might obey the Gospel, and be cleansed from the guilt
of sin by the blood of Christ, through the sanctifying power, of
the Spirit." This sanctifying work of the Spirit is needed in order
to bring the redeemed into the enjoyment of the blessings of
redemption, and it is one of the great effects of redemption. " Jesus
also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood,
suffered without the gate" (Heb. xiii. 12). The redeeming blood
of Christ secures the sanctification of all the redeemed. J tissues
in their being quickened and regenerated by the Spirit. The Holy
Ghost awakens the dead sinner, convicts him of sin, testifies to
his soul of Christ's redeeming and substitutionary work, and
enables him to have saving faith in Christ's atoning blood. The
regenerated sinner is thus brought to see the plague of his own
heart; he is made conscious of the' penalty which his sin deserves,
and there is revealed to his soul the blessed and glorious truth
that Another has died in his stead and endured all the merited
penalty of his sin. Realizing this by faith, he goes on his way
rejoicing. He is washed, he is sanctified, he is justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor. vi. 11).
He is separated from the world. He is now walking in the narrow
way. He has a new heart. He is a new creature, and his face is
towards the new Jerusalem. A complete transformation has taken
place. Before, he was walking in darkness, now he walks in the
light. Before, he found pleasure in the world, its amusements, its
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customs,"its evil ways and pursuits; now he delights in the Lord,
he takes pleasure in God's Word and in the co~pany of God's
people. In a word, in the past he was on the road to hell, now he
is on the road to heaven. He is sanctified, set apart for the service
of his Lord and Master.
•
3. A thi1·d effect of redemption is reconciliation and adoption.
Being justified by faith the believer has peace with God. He
is reconciled to God by the death-the redeeming death-of His
Son (Rom. v. 10). He was in the far country, but he is now made
nigh by the blood of Christ. The wandering one has, through
infiuite grace, returned. In deep penitence he has' acknowledged
his sin. The Father has fallen on his neck and kissed him. He
has clothed him with the robe of righteousness and welcomed him
into his family. He has said, "This My son was dead, and is
alive again; he was lost, and is found." The Spirit now sweetly
bears witness with his spirit that he is a child of God. He says to
him, "Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon thee that thou shouldst be called the son of God." And
what is the basis of all this? It is the redeeming work of Christ.
" God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons. And, because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba., Father"
(Gal. iv. 4-6).
"Blessed are the sons of God;
They are bought with J esu's blood,
They are ransorned from the grave,
Life eternal they shall have.
With them numbered may we be,
Now. and through eternity."
4. A fowrth effect of redemption is a holy wa.lk 2nd conversation.
Christ gave Himself for His people that He might redeem them
from all iniquit.y, and purify unto ljimself a peculiar people, zealous
of good works (Titus ii. 14). His redemptive work ,\'as not only
designed to deliver them from the merited penalty of sin, but also
from its power. Hence as a result of His redeeming work His
people are regenerated. God gives them new hearts. He also
puts His Spirit within them and causes them to walk in His
statutes (Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27). He saves them daily from their
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sins (Matt. i. 21). The ransom price wherewith He purchased
them effects their deliverance from the power of Satan's lordship
and brings them into the happy service of their Redeemer. They
are turned from darkness to light and from the power of Satan
unto God. They are delivered from the power of darkness and
translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son. Being bought with
a price, and being no longer their own, they are bidden to glorify
God in their bodies. Being made free from the service of sin,
they have become servants to God, and have their fruit unto
holiness and the end everlasting life. They are to yield themselves unto God, as those who are alive from the dead, and their
members are to be yielded up as instruments of righteousness
unto God. The indwelling Spirit produces blessed fruit in their
lives. Through His power they mortify the deeds of the body.,
The spiritual sacrifices of their persons, their praises, and their
property are daily to be offered by them as those who are a chosen
generation and a royal priesthood. A sense of gratitude for the
infinite mercies of God which He has graciously extended to them
should stimulate them to live not "unto themselves, but unto
Him Which died for them, and rose again" (2 Cor. v. 15). Unto
God they have been redeemed, and unto His glory they should'
daily live. Out of the world they have been ransomed, and from
the world they should keep separate. With their, backs to Egypt
and their faces towards the heavenly inheritance they should
journey through the wilderness, "looking unto Jesus the Author
and Finisher of their faith." Chosen in Christ that they should
be "holy and without blame before Him in love," there is no
room for Antinomian principles or an unholy walk. So far from
that being the case, "they (the redeemed) walk religiously in good
works, and at length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting
felicity" (Article xvii).
Renunciation of the world and a godly walk and conversation
are marks more or less of all the redeemed. The grace of God
teaches them to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live
soberly, righteously, and godly. Well is it for us if we can say
'with John Newton;" Let worldly minds the world pursue,
It has no charms for me ;
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Once I "dmired its trifles too, .
But grace has set me free.
"Its pleasures now no longer please,
No more content afford;
Far from my heart be jqys like these,
Now I have seen the Lord.
" ,As by the light of opening day
The stars are all concealed,
So earthly pleasures fade away
. When Jesus is revealed.
"Creatures no more divide my choice,
I bid them all depart;
His name, and love, and gracious voice,
Have fixed my roving heart."

5. The' final et/eet of redemption is the eternal and 1'esu"'reet1:on
.g1()'T'!J of the rede<Jmed.
There is a future "day of redemption" unto which they are
'sealed (Eph. iv. 30). The presence of the Holy Spirit in their
hearts is the earnest of the full and complete redemption which is
to he their portion when their Redeemer returns from heaven to
fetch His ransomed people home (Eph. i.. H). For that redemption
they are waiting and longing. It will include the resurrection of
their bodies from the grave. Though now possessed of the firstfruits of the Spirit, they groan within themselves, "waiting for the
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body" (Rom. viii. 23).
In the language of Dr. Charles Hodge, "We wait for the time when
we shan be fully recognized as the children of God, i.e., for the
time when our vile bodies shall be fashioned like unto the glorious
body of the Son of God. This is the period towards which all
eyes and all hearts have been directed among those who have
had the first-fruits of the Spirit since the fan of Adam; and for
which the whole creation groaneth and is in ttavail even until
now." The experience of this fun redemption depends on the
glorious return of the Redeemer. That great and blessed event is
the hope of the redeemed amid all the sorrows and trials of the
present. The Redeemer shall again appear. He will come in
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. Immediately
.after the "great tribulation" "shall the sun be darkened, and
the moon shan not give her light, 'and the stars shan fan from
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heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken." Then
the Redeemer will come, and "He shall send His angels with a.
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other" (Matt.
xxiv. 29-31). Then" this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality." Then the bodies of
the saints" sown in dishonour" shall be "raised in glory." The
living saints .shall be changed, and both companies of believ.ers
shall be "caught up together" "to meet the Lord in the air."
Then they shall ever be with the Lord. Events are hastening on
to this great crisis. " There shall be signs in the sun, and in the
moon, and in the stars," "and when these things begin to come
to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh" (Luke xxi. 25, 28).
" Then shall the Church, the Lamb's own bride,
Beloved, redeemed, and sanctified,
All glorious in His glory be;
While He Who all her sorrows bore,
Blessing and blessed evermore,
The travail of His soul shall see."
Then the weeping of the present night of lamentation and
mourning and woe shall be exchanged for the eternal joy which
is to come in the morning. In view of that grand event may the
loins of God's people be girded, and may they be like unto men
that wait for their lord! Beloved saints of God, the night of your
trials is far spent. The day of your deliveranc'e and glory is at
hand. Be of good cheer and" be sober and set your hope perfectly
on the grace that is to be brought unt.o you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ," your Divine Redeemer (1 Pet. i. 13, R.V.).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

" Do not think that I am either a blasphemer or a Pharisee when I
say, Let us never forget, in all we do, that the measure of our ultimate
success will be governed largely, if not mainly, by the strength with
which we put our religions convictions into our actions, and hold fast
firmly and fearlessly to the faith of our forefathers. "-General Sir
William Rober!son in reference to the Great War.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession."HEBREWS iv. 14.

WHAT a royal dignity frames the words of our text! . A great High
Priest has passed into the heavens. A great High Priest in Whom
all the offices blended and met as they did in none other-Expiatory,
Intercessory, and Benedictory, and these all in the heart of Jesus
the Son of God. This is He Who has" passed into the heavens."
The everlasting ga.tes have lifted up their heads to let the King of
Glory in! Death's portals have yielded up their prey because" they
could not be holden of it," and Jesus, having burst the bands of death
and the grave, "and having triumphed over principalities and powers,
and made a show of them openly," takes the keys of hell and of death,
and "wears them at His proud girdle," as the saintly Rutherford
wrote. Recently, at one of our valued weekly Bible classes, the Rev.
A. J. Day drew our attention to Hawker's snblime "Portion" on
this subject. Look it up for yourselves, dear readers, and see what
Dr. Hawker says of Rev. i. 17, 18, even of Jesus" Who hath redeemed
my soul from hell, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.
And hath Jesus, my Husband, my Brother, my Redeemer, the keys
both of hell and of death 1 Why then it is impossible for any to open
death's door one moment before that He gives the appointment. A.nd
doth He command me to fear not 1 Oh! then, my soul, dismiss all
anxiety about thy departure. Thy time is in Jesus' hands; the keys
are hanging at thy Redeemer's girdle. Never fear neither, to die as
thou hast lived, and art living, in a believing frame in Jesus," etc.
Satan is completely conquered in respect to those whom Jesus
hath redeemed with His own most precious blood. True, there is a
great warfare and fight of afflictions, a daily warring between flesh
and spirit, nature and grace, but the promise will hold good, "Sin
shall not have dominion over you." And the very fact of this daily
fighting should encourage our souls, however downcast it makes us,
for it is a sure evidence that sin is being dethroned and disowned, and
the heart is going out after Jesus, and crying none but Jesus can do
helpless ones any good. He is the only One Who can at all times
help. " Daily to feel thyself undone, will make thee haste to kiss
God's Son."
Oh! when Jesus says, "Let go My captives," be they captives in
the grave of sin or physical death-what power on earth or in hell
can withstand those words 1 As surely as that voice reached the
ears of Lazarus sleeping in death and buried in the grave, so surely
will His voice of power break upon every ear to whom His word comes.
No power on earth nor force of Satan can withstand Him. The once
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willing, sporting slaves of sin and death are made willing captives
to Jesus when He bids them come away, and the Heavenly Victor
Who has the keys fits the key to the lock and opens what no man
can shut, and shntteth that which no man can open, and the kingdom
of grace is opened and an heir to that kingdom ushered in.
Oh! the heights and depths of grace unsealed in the salvation of
onc sinner! Oh! the mysteries of redeeming love. Why, His love,
mercy, and grace were set upon you and me, dear reader. 'Vhy,
being only worthy of hell, does He bring us heaven? Ycs, this is He
of Whom our text speaks, Who as the mighty Breaker has goue up
before His people, Who as their Lord and King has " gone through
the gate and passed out at the head of them," Who as their risen
Lord has ascended, and as their great High Priest has appeared in the
presence of God for them-their Representative "passed into the
heavens" with the merits of His alone worthy and thrice precious
blood.
You see the Holy Spirit does not leave us in any doubt as to Who
this great High Priest is, hut emphatically declares Him to he Jesus,
the Son of God.
Passed. The heavens parted asunder and "a cloud received Him
out of their sight." And though out of sight, beyond the ken of
human eye, His children know where He is, and what He is dQing
for them. When Aaron went within the veil on the great day of
atonement, the congregation of Israel'knew he was there by the tinkling
of the bells on the border of his robe. He went in, but not without.
blood. His hands were filled-consecrated and occupied for the
children of Israel.
And Jesus is all this, and much more. Jesus has changed His place,
but not His character. He has changed His condition, but not His
nature. Does not this whisper comfort to you, tried and tempesttossed soul? His heart yonder as the on<;e Fellow-sufferer feels for
all your sorrows. He takes all into accOlmt yonder. He is " touched
with t·he feeling of our infirmities," and" He ever liveth to make intercession for us." Therefore,
"Praying soul, dismiss thy fear,

To the throne of grace draw nigh,
Joy and peace will soon appear,
Jesus intercedes on high."

Oh! child of God, when you are bronght, as indeed you often are,
Into great straits, low places, distressing circumstances, and desert
entanglements; when Satan harasses and annoys and distresses you, '
oh, may faith's eye be cast up to Jesus, Who is "passed into the
heavens" for you, and ever liveth there to intercede by the merits of
His own precious blood. That is His rightful office. He can and
does clainl it of His Father, and His Father cannot turn away the
plea and prcsence of His dear Son, in Whom He is ever well pleased,
as having satisfied and fully met tJ:,e law's demands.
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.. 'Tis Jesus only that atones for all His peoples' sins,
He is the Priest Jehovah owns, in Him our Heaven begins,

. All rivals He will soon destroy, and Antichrist be slainThe priest of God is Israel's joy, Melchizedek shall reign."
"But this Man," says the apostle, "because He abideth ever "in contrast to the Aaronic priests, who all passed away-" hath an
unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore He is able also to save them
to the uttermost [evermore, margin] that come unto God by Him,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them." And He is
there as His people's glorious, all-prevailing Representative, "now
to appear in the presence of God for us." As the earthly Boaz was
not in rest until he had his chosen Ruth as his own possession, much
more our heavenly Boaz, our Divine Husband, will not be in rest
until He has His purchased Bride rejoicing at His side.
Does not this encourage one, too, to press one's suit and to pray
on 1 The remedy is always before us-Pray! And wondrous love,
mysterious grace and mercy, "unfathomable depths and uIlscaleable
heights, Jesus needs those prayers of ours! " He ever liveth to make
intercession tor us." lIe continueth ever at His High Priestly office
so long as the last redeemed sinner is in this time state. .. God grants
not the requests of His people, because they pray," said the deeplytaught Joseph Hart, "but they pray because He designs to answer
their petitions."
Yes, He ever liveth to intercede for this and that which they find
in their heart to plead with Him for. It is His glorious work now
before His Father's throne. He is ever hearing the cries and groans
and heart·breathings of coming sinners and exercised saints. He
hears also the lispings of little children and the confessions of backsliding hearts and returning prodigals. There He appears in the
presence of God for everyone of His blood·bought sheep. There He
is all-gloriously apparelled in His priestly robes, His own Ullsullied
holiness, His spotless purity, His matchless robe of righteousness!
Their names are upon His breast-plate and everyone known, every
case specifically dealt with and pleaded for, every person Ot His
redeemed family represented.
U

He well remembers we are flesb,

At best a bruised reed,
And fainting souls He will refresh,
And gently rear their head."
You may plead you are so poor, so weak, SO utterly unable and
unworthy to lay your case before Him. You cannot pray as you
would. You cannot bring with you words nor produce arguments as
another. Yours are only tears or sighs or groans, but they are
longings. They are mixed with hope, and gracious" hope that maketh
not ashamed." Still, it is the only weapon such can use! It is all:
inmost heart-cry, Lord, help me! and" Prayer's a weapon for the feeble,
Weakest souls can wield it best."
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Your great High Priest l'equires no long sentences, no studied
language, no fine rhetoric. He became man "that He might have
compassion on the ignorant." Any prayers that yonder gain acceptance are so perfumed with His Own most precious blood that they are
no 'longer yours but His, and you wouldn't know them as yours.
Your prayers and cries and groans, all heard and presented and laid
up there, have been perfumed with His own precious blood, and that
is how and why you sooner or later gain a hearing and see the return
of your pleadings! Oh! say you, it seems impossible, incredible;
it is too much! I am unworthy, Lord. You cry, Some of Thy people
have gifts and graces, and can order their cause before Thee; but I
can only stand behind Thee weeping. But Jesus says, "Him that
cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast ont." He will not, He can not,
say thee nay; and there He is as your great High Priest11

Interceding for you there;
Not a moment intermitting,
His compassion and His care."

Now in regard to all these precious truths the Apostle says,
"Let us hold fast our profession." In chap. x. vel'. 23 we
also have, "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without
wavering; (for He is faithful that promised)." Without wavering, hesitating, vacillating. "He that believeth shall not make
haste," "not be confounded," as the context gives it, and literally
not be shaken and tossed to-and·fro from our rest.
It is one
thing to believe, and another to believe restfully to the comfort
of one's soul. "He that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven
with the wind and tossed," says the Apostle James. So in our text,
I take it, to "hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering"
is a higher attainment in grace than some of us have yet attained.
There is a blessed believing not only that Christ is Lord, but a believing
into Him, of which Hart sings. We need to be lost in Him, to
believe in the heart, to hold fast that whicl1 has been given ns, to
question not the inscrutable wisdom of His dealings in our chequered,
changing pilgrimage, to accept the dark mysterious dealings, and say,
" Although I cannot understand
All the mysteries of His Hand,
This shall satisfy my mind,
God is faithful, just, and kind."
We need in quiet, assured and satisfied confidence to trust in Him
Who is" too wise to err, too good to be unkind." We need to believe
that He is King above these waterfloods; that" all power is given
unto Hinl in heaven and on earth"; that Jesus sits upon His throne,
carrying out His bright designs, and working out in His sovereign
will all things for good to His loved and redeemed ones.
And then once again, dear reader, do we not need to hear this exhortation as regards the doctrine of the Word! Never was there a day
17
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when the blessed Word was so assailed and questioned and disbelieved.
Oh! may we be simple as little children, and believe with childlike
simplicity and artlessness what our Father tells us therein, taking it
without questioning, and believing simply what He has spoken.
" l~et God be true, and every man a liar." Let me bow to all I do
not understand, and say, "Lord, I am ignorant and foolish; teach
Thou me." It is I who am blind, and know nothing as I ought to
know it. Thy Word is true from the beginning. Let faith admire
and adore, and let reason be for ever silent.
Now this is OUl' great High Priest's work. He is at the right hand
of God, and "ever liveth to make intercession for us"," to plead for
them who cannot plead for themselves, to ask great things for them;
to speak to His Father about one and another, and to send His Spirit
down to "teach them all things," to lead and guide them into all
truth, to nphold them when they stnmble, to bring them back when
they stray, and to keep them from falling, and to snstain them by
giving them grace to endure unto the end.
It is since He is what He is; since He did what He did, and since
He has undertaken me aud my cause, 1 must be kept, I am safe; I
must be brought safe home at last. So that, let the waves of sorrow
and trouble and adversity come,
"

.

the roaring of the sea,

My soul still hangs her hope on Thee;
Thy constant love, Thy faithful care,
Are all that save me from despair."
Presently, and aye very soon, there ,vill be final and complete
victory. He appears now in heaven for us. He has been received
back to the Father, all His work on earth approved and accepted.
The Father was well pleased; the law righteonsly magnified and
made honourable, death disarmed of its power, Satan's kingdom
destroyed. Jesns, the all-conquering One, is there as OUl' Representative, onr Intercessor, our Mediator; effectually pleading OUl' canse in
the merits of His all-prevailing blood. Finally, He will present our
persons" without spot and blameless."
One thonght more. This life is already np yonder. His elect are
born from above, and hence His members are sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise, and already seated with Christ in the heavenly
places.
" Seeing then that we have a great High Priest that is passed into
the heavens, Jesns the Sou of God, let ns hold fast our profession,"
and look onward, upward, heavenward, that we may be graciously
given to realize something of " that blessed Hope," and
"To take a glimpse within the veil,

To know that God is mine,
Are springs of joy that never fail,
Unspeakable! Divine!"

R.
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._--THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH
CHURCH, ASHFORD, KENT, ON SUNDAY MORNING, APRIL 21ST, 1918,
BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D., RECTOR.
" For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy
the works of the devil."-1 JOHN iii. 8.

THERE are some problems in relation to man and human affairs, e.g.
some in connection with the present unparalleled conflict among the
nations of the world, utterly inexplicable and insolvable, unless we
recognize the existence of Satan, believing the teaching of Holy Scripture concerning him.
During the past half century or so belief in the personality of Satan
seems to have fallen out of popular theology to a large extent, though
the testimony of Scripture is plain and unmistakable.
It lUay be helpful if we refresh our memories by examining a few of
the more important statements of Holy Writ as to Satan-the Devil.
1. Satan brought about the fall of man, as we learn from Gen. iii. :
" The Serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty " (2 Cor. xi. 3). The
devil was believed rather than God. God's command was disobeyed,
and man sinned. "As by one lUan sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men" (Rom. v. 12). But
God was not taken by surprise. He had an " ETERNAL PURPOSE which
He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord." And so the Lord God said
tmto the serpen~: "I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head" (Gen.
iii. 15).
2. Satan, therefore, endeavoured to destroy" the seed of the woman,"
in the person of Abel, to whom and to whose offering" the Lord had
respect" (Gen. iv. 4). In the 12th verse of the chapter from which
my text is taken, we read: "Cain was of the evil one, and slew his
brother" (R.V.).
.Afterwards, when God chose Abraham, and gave him the promise,
" In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed" (Gen. xxii.
18), the enmity of Satan was directed against Abraham's seed, and
broke out in the persecution of Israel in Egypt. But God said to
Pharaoh, "Israel is My son, even My firstborn: let My son go" (Exod.
iv. 22, 23), and in due time He delivered them by His mighty Hand.
But the enmity continued, and culminated against the Person of
Christ, the promised Seed, first through Herod, who sought to destroy
Him when an Infant; and then, having failed to defeat the Lord Jesus
by his temptations, endeavoured to kill Him through the instrument·
ality of the Jews, to whom CJ1rist said, " Ye seek to kill Me, a man that
hath told you the truth." That this was at the instigation of the devil'
is evident from the Lord's words, '~ Ye are of your father the devil, and
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the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him"
(see John viii. 37, 40, and 44).
At last the devil brought about the crucifixion of Christ, using Judas
Iscariot, one of the twelve, to betray Him. We read (Matt. xxii. 3, 4),
"Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the
number of the twelve. And he went his way, and communed with
the chief priests and captains, how he might betray Him unto them."
Similarly, other passages in the Gospels. When the chief priests and
captains came to take Jesus, He declared, "This is your hour and the
power of darkness" (Luke xxii. 53).
3. The devil energizes and rules the fallen race of mankind except
such as are" delivered from the power of darkness" (Col. i. 13, and
Acts xxvi. 18). He is "the spirit that now worketh in the children
of disobedience" (Eph. ii. 2). Three times does the Lord Jesus speak
of him as "the prince of this world." The Apostle Paul designates
him, "the god of this world [age)," and the Apostle John says: "We
know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in the evil one"
(1 John v. 19, R.V.).
The saints of God Satan labours to harass, and would fain destroy.
" Your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour" (1 Pet. v. 8). They are exhorted, therefore,
"Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For our wrestling is not against flesh
and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against
the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places" (Eph. vi. 11, 12, R.V.).
4. The last great conflict before the COming of the Lord in power and
glory-the real" Armageddon "-wiIl be the work of the devil and his
angels. (Rev. xvi. 13, 14, and 16): "And I saw three unclean spirits
like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are
the· spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings
of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle (Gk. :
war) of that great day of God Ahnighty. And he gathered them
together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon."
In like manner the devil will organize the final rebellion of the
nations after the Millennium, when the great Deceiver will meet his
doom (Rev. xx. 7-10).
But, " The Son of God was manifested that He might destroy the
works of the deviL" "Dust" has been, and" shall be the serpent's
meat" (Isa. !XV. 25; Gen. iii. 14). The fall of man was overruled of
God for His own glory, and for the raising of a vast multitude of His
sinful creatures, by His sovereign grace in Christ Jesus, to a far higher
position than they would have been in had they never sinned, even
"to make them inherit the throne of glory" (1 Sam. ii. 8). God's
inspired Word declares that He "created all things by Jesus Christ:
to the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly
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places might be known, by the Church, the manifold wisdom of God,
according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus
our Lord" (Eph. iii. 9-11).
.
When the Son of God was put to a cruel and shameful death, it
seemed as if Satan had gained the victory; but it was by this death He
became the Saviour of the world, and crushed the Serpent's head.
" Forasmuch as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also
Himself likewise took part of the same; that THROUGH DEATH He
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is the devil "
(Heb. ii. 14).
The temptations of the devil, to which the people of God are continually subject, are overruled of God for their good. Controlled by
His grace, temptations give them a deeper self-knowledge, a clearer
perception of "the exceeding sinfulness of sin," and drive them to
Christ, in and through Whom alone they can overcome. In this way
they learn to value more and more salvation by grace, and to ascribe
all ".to the praise of the glory of His grace."
.
. Moreover, Satan's last effort at the end of this age, when he and his
angels shall be "cast out into the earth" (Rev. xii. 9), and he will seek
to destroy Israel, yet to be God's witnesses on earth, will be frustrated,
and Satan bound, and shut up in the bottomless pit.
Finally, through Christ, sin and all its consequences will be banished
for ever, and even death itself destroyed. "For He must reign, till
He hath put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that shall be
destroyed is death" (1 Cor. xv. 25, 26). "The Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil."

HIDDEN-MANIFESTED.
THE Epistle to the Colossians, that precious letter of St. Paul which is
so dear to the hearts of God's people, mentions three truths which
were hidden, and may the Holy Ghost Who teacheth and revealeth
the things of God make manifest· to our souls and in our souls these
precious hidden verities.
We read in the first chapter at verse 26: "The mystery which hath
been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to
His saints." I think it is so sweet to go on and read in the Scripture
itself what this mystery really is. For where Scripture explains Scripture we know of a certainty that we have the absolutely correct meaning. And so we read" To whom "-that is " His saints" of the preceding verse-" God would make known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: wh.ich. is Christ in you the
hope of glory." It is evident that, connecting this passage with Eph.
iii. 3-5, the mystery was the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ over
all the world, 01' (as Jews understood the term world) to all the Gentiles.
What a revelation! Well might St. Paul write: "the riches of the
glory of this mystery," or good news of Christ among the Gentiles•
•
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Hitherto this had not been understood or perceived-·the sacred oracles
had only been given to the chosen seed of Israel.
The explanation of this mystery is not confined to the calling of the
Gentiles, but it is also in reference to the spiritual discernmg which is
hidden from the natural man but clear to the spiritual vision, the
glorious mystery, Christ in you. Only the Holy Spirit can impart this
understanding. Only He can unlock this mystery. Only He can
open the eye to see the brightness and depth of the riches of the glory
of this mystery.
What shall we say, dear reader, to these marvellous truths 1 God
would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles to " His saints "-to His Body-again explained
in Scripture, "which is the Church." His Body, "the fulness of Him
that filleth all in all." Ah, as we drink in all the lavish endearments
of the Redeemer to His redeemed, we are" lost ill wonder, love, and
praise," and shall read the glory of the mystery in "the full sunshine
of His smile," face to face, in His joy.
Connect all as by a chain-mystery-hid-but now made manifest
to His saints-the riches of the glory of this m ystery-Christ in you
the hope of glory. "Christ among you" it may be read, as we see in
the margin, and as some of the translations render it, but I prefer the
closer word, " Christ in you." Then, we may say in the words of one
now before the Throne, "Not beside Him, nay, but in Him, 0 beloved,
are we."
Then in Col. ii. 3 we read of hearts comforted, " knit together in love,
and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; in
Whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." All the
treasures-in Christ, all riches. This word signifies abundance. St.
Paul writes of " the riches of His grace," abundant grace, "the riches
of His glory," abundant glory, and "the un~earchableriches of Christ,"
the abundance in Christ. There is such an overflowing fulness, such
abundant wealth, that St. Paul might well describe all as riches and
"exceeding riches," not thousands but millions.
In Whom-God. There are treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden
in God the Father, and there are treasures of wisdom and knowledge
in God the Son. How great and precious and satisfying are these
treasures only the possessor knows, and he not fully till he sees Him as
He is in glory. "It doth not yet appear what we shall be." That is
hidden, "glory concealed." "Treasures of wisdom." He as Father
understands, provides for, trains, guides, loves, and inStl1lCtS. Treasures of wisdom suggest Christ bringing salvation, redemption, union,
resurrection, and glory for His Church. Treasures laid up for us as
well as treasures in possession. Note, dear reader, how all wisdom i..'
Christ (see 1 Cor. i. 24): "Christ the power of God and the Wisdom of
God;" and again, in verse 30, "Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of
God is made unto us wisdom and righteousness and sanctiiication and
redemption." We discover more and more as the Holy Spirit illumin-
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ates the many hidden treasures in Christ. He is at once the Casket
and the Treasure, the Store House and the Store. There are treasures
hidden which (paradox though it seem) He manifests to His own
people, to those \"ho are in His confidence and love. "I have called
you friends: for all things that I have heard of My Father I have
made known' unto you." And we read: "He that dwelleth in the
secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty." That abiding means more revealing, more confidences,
does it not 1 For the abiding means sweet communion, and He IDllocks many tokens of love and fiiVonr thllS. Oh! child of God, explore
thy treasnres hidden in Christ. Volumes might be written of the
treasnres hidden in Christ, but each dear member of His Body finds
daily, yea, honrly, in his own soul more and more of the precious hidden
treasnre in Christ, " a sea of. sweetness without one drop of gall," as
the saintly Rutherford expressed it, the very word " treasure" means
accumulation of riches, very much valued, hoarded up. 'Ve have in
truth a vast accumulation of riches now in Christ, and He has large
stores laid up for us. We are ever finding, never exhausting the fulness
of the hidden treasnre. Intimately as we know, yet we" discern but
half His love." Ah! and not even that. We discern, very dimly, not
a thousandth part. But when this full manifestation shall take place,
what shall it be then 1 If the foretaste be so satisfying, what will the
fulness be 1 In the beautiful words of a writer in this dear GOSPEL
MAGAZINE lately,
H

If, when the dimness of the night

Hides half the heauty of His Face,
He seems so fair, so fuU of grace,
What will He be in morning light!"
"Your life is hid with Christ in God." ,Yonr life and my life, dear
reader, just think of this. Fold up its tender comfort in your heart:
Thy life is hidden-not seen. The world sees it not; it does not see
Him, so how can it see thy concealed life 1 And the Father sees Him,
His beloved Son. He is well pleased in Him. So, dear child of God,
, knowing thy ·life is in Him, He is weH' pleased with thee. Thy life is
bound up with His life. It is sUlTounded with Himself, enveloped in
Himself. Thy life and my life are everlasting because He is everlasting.
The subject is so sublime that we stand as it were steeped in wonder,
love, and praise.
There are mysteries on every side, many of His dealings we cannot
lmderstand. Why-why-why is the query aH round 1 "Thou
shalt Imow hereafter" is His answer. Let us rest in faith though it
he in the dark. "The gloom conceals but His glory." We walk step
by step, not knowing, but--as I was reading very recently-" with the
coming into view of the hnrden which was hidden, there comes into
view the grace which was also hidden." Like Abraham, may we
stagger not, but being strong in faith give glory to Him. 'What can
touch that hidden life safe with Christ in God 'I "Who shaH lay anything to the charge of God's elect 1" "Who is he that condemneth 1 "
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"Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ~" The Palestine
sheepfold has only one door, and after seeing all his sheep safely folded,
the shepherd lies down across the entrance, so that any enemy attacking the sheep must perforce go through the shepherd's body. He is
always on the alert to hear the slightest sound. And oUl' Good Shepherd
is Himself the door: "My sheep shall never perish." " Your life is
hid with Christ in God." Think, dear fellow-pilgrim, of the" with"
and the" in," and lift up thine heart with gladness and wonder. And
think of the manifestation, " When Christ Who is OUl' life shall appeal',
then shall ye also appear with Him in glory." The hidden life with Him
shall then be the manifested life with Him. The hidden life, partaker
of Christ's sufferings, when His glory shall be revealed, shall be glad
with exceeding joy. Then shall we know and see the solution of all
the perplexing why ~-Why 1-Why ~ and bless Him for the TUgged
way as well as for the smooth, for the storm. as well as the sWlshine,
for the hidden as well as for the manifest. We shall be alntndamtly
satisfied with all His will and all His dealings.
"And I sball see Thee when this strife is o'er,
The latest victory won,
And praise Thee, that amid earth's changeful days
Thy will, 'lWt

mil1e~ was

done."

Thus we have seen the hidden mystery of Christ made manifest to
His saints-the hidden treaSUl'es in Christ revealed by the Holy Spirit,
the hidden life with Christ shown with Him in glory. "The secret of
the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His
Covenant."
"Wait till the Resurrection morning
Unrol its pageantry of light,
And 'mid the blaze of its revealings
Faith's mysteries be solved in sight."
" I have yet many .thin gs to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them
now."
What will that" yet" be ~ .
" I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice."
What will that rejoicing be 1
NETTIE.
JACOB'S SONS AND MOSES' TRIBES.

V.
" ZEBULON shall dwell at the haven of the sea, and he shall be for an
haven of ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon." So spake Jacob
of his son; and in like manner speaks lI'J:oses of the tribe: "And of
Zebulon he said, Rejoice, Zebulon, in thy going out, and Issachar in thy
tents." The one is to go down to the sea ill: ships, and find the blessing
of the God of providence there: the other, like their father Jacob,
dwelling in tents, was to see the same bowltiful Hand in making the
grass to grow for the cattle and herb for the service of man. "They
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shall call the people unto the mountain; there they shall offer sacri·
fices of righteousness: for they shall suck the abundance of the seas
and of treasures hid in the sand." Zebulon's port, Zidon, may have
vied with Solomon's Eziongeber on the shore of the Red Sea, from
which ships sailing to Ophir and to other parts of Africa for treasure
hid in the sand, would fetch it to enrich both, as on one occasion 420
talents of gold, something like £3,000,000, a large sum, was ~afely
brought in. But
"From Christ thy store believing take
Wealth to the utmost pitch:
The gold of Ophir cannot make,
Thy Husband makes thee rich. "-( Erskine.}
"My treasure is Thy precious Blood;

Fix there my heart. and for the rest
Under Thy forming Hand, my God,
Give me that frame which Thou thinkest best."
-(Hart.)

We note that Moses joins Issachar with Zebulon, and the Spirit of
God also by the mouth of Deborah in her God-exalting song joins them
together: "Out of Zebulon came, down they that handle the pen of
the writer," thus early as it were associating with this tribe the prophets, the holy men of old, who wrote as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost, as David in the 45th and other Psalms, and the Apostles who
also handled the pen of the God-given inspired Scriptures of truth. "I
have written," said one of them, "briefly, exhorting and testifying
that this is the trne grace of God wherein ye stand... , As our beloved'
brother Paul also, according to the wisdom given unto him (Eph.
iii. 3, 4) hathwitten unto you; as also in all his epistles, speaking in
them of these things in which are some things hard to be understood,
which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the
other Scriptures, to their own destruction." Oh, what a difference is
there between those who believe neither Moses' writings nor Christ's
words, and those that receive the Holy Scriptures by the unction of the
Holy Spirit unto their own salvation. Oh, to be found among the
latter and not with the former, who are to be destroyed from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power.
" That handle the pen of the writer" will include to the end of time
all who write truth in opposition to enor, even the truth that dwelleth
with them and shall be with them for ever: who handle the pen for the
edification 'of Zion, and (3 John 13) as opposed to such as would build
up the spiritual Babe!. Truth that exalts a dear Redeemer in all the
suitability and fuluess of His finished salvation, in all the riches;freeuess,
and efficacy of His mercy, love, and grace; that abases the sinner and
lays him low; ye,a, the pen of truth, as the lip of truth, shall be established for ever, when the voice 01' pen that has been used to set forth
error being but for a moment, shall be hushed in eternal silence. How
well our Reformers handled the pen, by the blessing of the God of truth,
was seen by the effects. By the handling of such a small thing as a
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pen were the enors of the man of sin, the so-called Church of Rome,
that had taken generations and ceutmies to build up and consolidate,
exposed, and brought to nought errors, er1'Ors which were manifested in
all their Satanic opposition to God's Word, and discovered to be traps for
the"min of the souls of men. Thus Luther wheu he wrote and nailed
up his theses, when he wrote the Commentary on Galatians; thus
Calvin's invaluable writings; thus om own choice English J ewell,
when he handled the pen against the papacy; thus Coverdale and his
honomed brethren of Refol1uation days. What gifts to Germany, to
iFranee, to England, from the Hands of an exalted Redeemer! And is
not God to-day reekoning with nations as to their prizing 01' despising
those gifts 1 Oh, what it confronting will there be one day, in the full
blaze of heaven's ljght and vindicated truth, of the men who have
handled the pen for the glory of the God of Tmth and salvation, and
the edification of His elect, aud those of former and recent times who
have handled it to set aside, undo their work, and fill the land with the
.
abominations of popery and Arminianism.
Zebulon is also named along with Naphtali in Deborah's song, as a
people that jeo.parded their lives lmto the death in the high places of
the field (Judges v, 18). The same may be tmthfully said of our
fellow-countrymen to-day, and in so doing they are worthy of honom,
and therefore they ought not to have their names dishonoured by
Jesuits writing them on or alongside graven images, For myself, I
would say it deliberately, if you will dishoriom me, bmy me rather in
a dunghill, than record my name and memory either upon a cross or
a crucifix or such abominations. "Thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image" is a word that shall outlive and outlast all om
present-day infatuation in the breach thereof, for which also God is
walking contrary unto us.
But in connection with the redemption of the Church by our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit has His eye upon these two tribes in the
after. prophecy of Isaiah, and the further full accomplislmlent of it in
the days of our Lord's flesh, even 600 years from the Judges to Isaiah,
and 700 from Isaiah to Christ. "Nevertheless, the dimness shall not
be sueh as was in her vexation when at the first He lightly afflicted
the land of Zebnlon and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more
grievonsly afflict her by the way of the sea beyond Jordan in Galilee
of the nations. The people that walked in darkness have seen a great
light; they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
hath the light shined," . As it was a prophecy made good in due time,
and again testified by the Evangelist Matthew in the same words (Isa.
ix. 1, 2;' Matt. iv. 15, 16), so in every vessel of mercy divinely quick·
eued and called by sovereign gmce, it is a most blessed accomplished
fact. 'fhere was a time when they were darkness, and walked in it ;
but a day of power eame to them, translating them out of it into God's
marvellous light.
Zebulon shall be a haven of ships: the only tribe spoken of as spe·
cially possessed of a maritin1e port; and it is the first mention we have
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in the Bible of ships, uttered well nigh 700 years after the Flood and the
given dimensions of Noah's ark. .Tob, who may have lived before
.Tacob, speaks of his fleeting days passing away as the swift ships, and
David in his inspired qescription of the earth and God's works of providence in it, speaks of them; "0 Lord, how manifold are Thy works!
in wisdom hast Thou made them all; the earth is full of Thy riches.
So is this great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innumerable, .
b,oth small and great beasts. There go the ships." And again,
" They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great
waters, these see the works of the Lord and His won ders in the deep"
('1'he Liverpool Mersey Dock and Harbour Board have done honour to
themselves in placing this Scripture inside the fine dome of their offices.)
(Psa. cvii. 23, 24.) His will and power are manifested over that great
element in making the stonn a calm, the raging waves still, and bringing
the ships into their desired haven.
It has been reserved to this day and generation to witness the wicked,
wanton, persistent destruction of ships seel..--ing on our shores theirdesired haven, by enemies unreasonable, ferocious, and dead to every
right feeling of humanity. Considering this destruction of the fruits
of the earth given by a bountiful God for the use of His creature, man,
might we not conclude that these enemies are confederate with., if they
be not altogether" them, which destroy the earth " ~ (Rev. xi. 18), and
as such delivered over to the righteous judgment of. God, by the four
and twenty elders, as recorded in that chapter (2 Chron. xx. 37).
The Church of God, compared to a virtuous woman, is said to be like
the merchant ships; "She bringeth her food from afar" (Prov. xxxi.
141. That is, by faith, prayer, and supplication she bringeth peace and.
pardon from the Blood of a once crucified but now exalted Redeemer,
and her hope, comfort, and joy from the Spirit-given sense of her acceptance in the Beloved, Who is gone into heaven with His Own blood to
appear in the prcselice of God for her. By faith she feeds upon Him
in the written and preached word; by which she also is made to long
for a haven of rest, even that which yet remaineth for the people ofGod. She will bless God for it, if she hath given to her an abundant
entrance into it, like Paul and his shipmates, "tried and severely
tossed." What a mercy to .Tehosaphat that though his ships were
broken at Ezion-geber, his soul was saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.
Zebulon was to rejoice in his going out. Oh, may we never forget that
it is the Lord that maketh the outgoings of the morning and evening
to rejoice. And he was to, call the people unto the mountain, that is,
to the mountain of the Lord's house at .Terusalem, to offer sacrifices.
of righteousness, as did David (Psa. li. 19); or it may be to Mount
Carmel, where Elijah repaired the broken-down altar of God, and
called upon God to show Himself strong for His Name's sake, which.
.Tehovah, according to His own word, did (2 Chron. xvi. 9). To suck
the abundance of the seas is. a pl'Omise of earthly good things gathered
out of the lands whose shores are reached for the outlet of their mer-
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chandise; spiritually considered, it is the going out with joy, and
being led forth with peace, of every poor sinner that hungel'S and
thirsts after righteousness, and being brought through fire and through
water to 11 haven, a wealthy place, where
Cl

O'er sins unnumbered a.s the sand,

Or like the mountains for their size,
The seas of sovereign grace expand,
The seas of sovereign grace arise."

Zebulon's treasures hid in the sand may be those spoken of by Paul
in Romans ix. 27 : "Though the number of the children of Israel be as
the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved" ; for His elect and hidden
ones are
"His Church, His jOYl His treasure."

whose mortal bodies now" interred in earth's dark womb," are" hid,
.and tie forlorn," and shall be brought forth in due time to shine as the
oSun in the Kingdom of their Father.
G. A.
Birkenhead.
THE INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES.
By THE REV. J. P. WILES, M.A., OF DEVIZES, AUTHOR OF
" HALF HOURS WITH THE MINOR PROPHETS," ETC.
(Continued froln page 226.)
VI. THE HIGHER CRITICISM: ITS FOLLY AND ITS 'VICKEDNESS.

IN order to decide on the truth or falsehood of the" results" obtained
by sceptical expositors of Scripture, it is not necessary to know Hebrew
·and Greek: it is merely necessary to possess common sense and the
fear oi God. We hope that this, our last paper on the Inspiration of
the Scriptures, will be perfectly clear and satisfactory to all readers
who have these two essential qualifications. We must begin, how·ever, by putting them in possession of two Hebrew words, without
which we cannot well state the main argument of the Higher Criticism
<or expose its fallacy.
Elohim is the Hebrew word which is commonly translated" God"
in our English Bible. We need not discuss its form or meaning:
it is enough for our present purpose that our readers should remember
that EloLim is the Hebrew word for God. Jehovah is the Hebrew
word which is commonly translated" LORD"; as our translators used
Lord to represent another Hebrew word, Adonai, they were careful
to print LORD in capital letters when it stood for Jehovah. Let our
readers remember that LORD stands for Jehovah, and that Jehovah
is the personal name of the true God, and is never given to any
<other; whereas Elohim is sometimes used of false gods.
In the first thirty-four verses of Genesis the word Elohim is alone
used as the name of the Creator. In the next forty-six verses, to
the end of chapter iii., we find nothing but Jehovah Elohim, LORD
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God, except in the dialogue between the serpent and the woman,
where Elohim, God, is used. In chapter iv., except in verse 25,
J ehovah alone is used. We need not trace the usage further.
About 150 years ago a French physician, Jean Astruc, published
a book in which he taught that the above-mentioned variations in
the use of the divine names constituted a proof that Genesis was not
written by one author, but by many. His words, as quoted in
Urquhart's " Inspiration," are these: "Dare we without proof impute
to Moses a fault which no other writer ever committed ~ Is it not
more natural to explain this variation by supposing, as we do, that the
book of Genesis is formed of two or three memoirs, joined and stitched
together in fragments, the authors of which had always each given
to God the same name, but each a different name, one that of Elohim"
and the other that of Jehovah, or of Jehovah-Elohim 1 "
A German writer named Eichhorn, who took up Astruc's suggestion
and endeavoured to evolve from it a new method of Biblical criticism,
gave to his system the name by which it has since been knownThe Higher Criticism. By this he distinguished it from Textual
Criticism, the useful branch of theological enquiry which has for its
object the settlement of the text of Scripture, and aims at distinguishing between true and false" readings" in Biblical manuscripts. Thus
the Higher Criticism does not merely seek to discover what the prophets
and apostles really wrote, but sits in judgment on their words and
doctrine; and the true Higher Critic does not hesitate to say: "I
don't agree with Paul: his assertions are at times contrary to sound
reason, and must be rejected."
Such men are very fond of talking of the "assured results" of
their investigations: we will therefore lay before our readers a
specimen of the" results" obtained, a specimen which, as the late
Professor Birks of Cambridge justly said, "will almost supersede the
need of a more laborious refutation of their scheme." Genesis xxxvii.
is dissected by one of these experts ,in the following way: "And
Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in the land
of Canaan." [Written, says the" critic," by an author whose name
we do not know; but as he uses the word Elohim, we will call him the
Elohist.] "These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being
seventeen years old, was. feeding the flock with his brethren; and
the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his
father's wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report."
[Written by another unknown writer whom we will call the Jehovist,
because he designates God by the name J ehovah.] "Now Israel
loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of
his old age." [Written by another unknown author, who uses Elohim
like the first, but can be distinguished from him by his style: we
will call him the Second Elohist.] "And his brethren envied him."
[Written by the J ehovist, the author of verse 2.] "And when his
brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren,
they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. And
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Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated
him yet the more And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this
dream which I have dreamed: for, behold, we were binding sheaves
in the field, and, 10, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and,
behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my
sheaf. And his brethreu said, Shalt thon indeed reign over us ~
And they hated him yet the more for his dreams and for his words.
And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said,
Behold, I have dreamed a dream more;' and, behold, the sun and
moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. And he told it
to his father and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him;and
said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed 1 Shall I
and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves
to thee to the earth ~" [This passage was written by the unknown
author whom we have called the Second Elohist.] "And his brethren
envied him." [Written by the Jehovist.] "But his father observed
the saying." [Written by the Second Elohist.] "So he sent him
out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem." [This was not
written by any of the above-mentioned authors, but by a writer who
pieced their works together, and whom we will therefore call the
Redactor or Compiler.]
We must refer readers who want more of this uninteresting rubbish
to Professor Birks's excellent book, "The Pentateuch and its
Anatomists." His remarks at the close of the chapter of his book
from which we have quoted are worth transcribing here: "The
credulity of sceptics is proverbial. But it may be doubted whether
a more striking illustration of it can be found than in the publication
of this patchwork theory, whereby this one chapter is broken up into
thirty fragments, and assigned to four dillerent writers, as a triumph
of critical skill, a 'settled result,' far more credible than the express
affirmation of Apostles and of the Lord of Glory!" We may add
that the use of such terms as J ehovist and Elohist seems to us a
distinct breach of the Third Commandment, "Thou shalt not take
the name of Jehovah thy Elohim in vain." They are terms which
only an irreverent mind could have invented. Of a similar character
is the" critical" substitution of the form J ahveh for J ehovah. There
are philological grounds for believing that Jehovah represents the
sacred Name almost as closely as it can be represented in English;
and even if it were otherwise, tIle word Jehovah is SO embedded in
our religious language and thoughts that it could not be rooted up.
What should we think of a professed Christian who began to use
Joshua or Jeshua instead of Jesus, on the ground that one of those
forms was used in our Lord's lifetime ~
It woula be out of place, and inlpossible, to give here even an outline
of the theories which have been and are put forward by modern
German theologians and their English imitators. Whpt we have
written may suffice to make their folly manifest without any detailed
refutation of their statements. It may be well to say, however, that
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they have laid great stress on a fahle meaning which they have
,assigned to Exodus vi. 2, 3, where God says to Moses; "I am J ehovah ;
and I appeared unto Abraham, tulto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the
name of God Almighty; but by My name Jehovah was I not known
tU1to them." This is taken as a proof that the word J ehovah was
not known wltil the days of the Exodus; and that therefore those
'passages ill Genesis where this word is placed in the mouth of
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, etc., must be spurious and of late origin.
A more false or shallow argument could hardly be invented. Reasoning in tIllS way, we might conclude that the word Jehovah was not
10l0wn to the Israelitish nation tU1til the days of Ezekiel, who came
to them with the oft-repeated message, "Ye shall know that I am
Jehovah." God did not say to Moses, "My name Jehovah was not
Imown to them," but " By My name Jehovah I was not known to
them." They did not know the true significance of My name as I
will now reveal it. See Exodus xxxiii. 19, and xxxiv. 5-7.
The folly of such a system of " criticism" is evigent enoug'lt; but
what shall we say of its wickedness 1 We can hardly find words to
express our sense of the enormity of its wickedness. We know that
the words which we are about to write wilL be considered by some
professing Christians harsh and uncharitable; but in these solemn
tinles of chastisement and judgment it is more necessary than ever
to speak plainly of the pestilence which is killing English Christianity.
1. The advocates of this system make God a liar, for 'they believe
not the record that God gave of His Son (1 John v. 10).
2. They rob Christ of His glory, the glory of His Godhead and His'
truthfulness. No vain talk abont a "kenosis" can extenuate or
palliate this sin.
3. They sin against the Holy Ghost by denying His work, or making
Him the author of error.
4. They ruin the souls of men by leading them to doubt the plainest
teachings of t),e Gospel of the grace of God.
5. They take from the missionary his message to the heathen;
and .thus, to the eXtent of their power, they frustrate the effotts of
Christ's own witnesses.
For our own part, we will have no fellcwship with those who deny
the Inspiration of the Scriptures; and in so saying we use the word
inspiration in its fnllest and most absolute sense, as defined in our
first paper. We say with Joseph Hart;The Scriptures and the Lord
H

Bear one tremendous name:

The written and the incarnate Word
In all things are the same."

11' ote.-If any readers of· the GOSPEL MAGAZINE desire that these
six papers on the Inspiration of the Scriptures should be issued as a
pamphlet, and are willing to assist as subscribers, they are requested
to commllilicate with the author, whose address is Warkworth House,
Devizes.
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A WORD OF PROMISE FOR 1918.
" My Word . . . shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent
it."-IsAIAH Iv. 11.
IT is acknowledged that personal experiences are not commonly suitable for public use. But believing and desiring that the Holy Spirit
will use this precious" Word" of assurance, and hoping that it may
come home with renewed power and comfort to many fellow· travellers,
I give the thoughts just as they came to me on New Year's morning.
It must be a little personal, as some explanation is necessary to the
comprehending of the circumstances in connection with the text.
" My Word shall not return unto Me void." This was my waking
thought on New Year's morning. It came as a "Word" of special
assurance and promise about many late and present interests. A
flood ot thoughts about His "Word" flashed into my mind in an
instant, to.each of which this Word of promise chimed in as an echo.
My last prayer in the Old Year (as has been my custom for many
years, though when I began the custom none had ever suggested it to
me, albeit I now know many who do the same thing) was that the Lord
would give me a sentence from His Word on the moment. of waking,
and also that I might be assured that it was His Word for me, and not
one of my own choosing or called ·up by an effort of memory. When
this" ·Word " came, not a moment's doubt assailed me on either point.
I knew that it was from Himself. For I had not been thinking recently
of that verse, and it came distinctly in the first consciousness of thought.
Those who have made this a practice for a few years-to ask for a
special message on New Year's morning-know that the petition is not
always granted. They also know that it sometimes is, consciously and
yet almost unconsciously, an effort of thought or memory or will to
obtain one. But there are some years when we are absolutely sure
that the Lord has answered our prayer, and we know that He Himself
has spoken the" Word" to us.. that it may be a comfort, help, and
standby to us throughout the whole year. It comes, then, with )llore
than power-it comes with Divine inspiration and life!
"Then His Word shall not return unto (Him) void about the
mothers' meeting! " was my second thought, the sequence that mentally and immediately followed the assurance about His Word, that
mothers' meeting being greatly on my mind. For a few days previously
I had had to decide whether I would continue it or drop it. I had
undertaken it for a beloved friend who was called Home last July. It
was her wish that I should carry it on till the club money was paid out
in December. Then she and I felt that it must be given up, as she wa",
sure that I was not strong enough for all that it involved in many ways.
She had always had a fellow-worker, I being her last one. So I took it
over as a sacred charge. Yet my heart failed me at the idea of doing
it when December came. There had been, when she passed away, one
great obstacle over which we neither of us had any control, as to con-
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tinuing the meeting. Now that obstacle was completely removed,
and I felt what joy it would give my precious friend if she knew that,
I was not giving it up. For she had helped there~and latterly been
altogether responsible for it though always having a helper-for over
twenty years. Now no one was forthcoming to share the responsibility
or"take any comparative part in the work. Physically I felt utterly unable to continue it; mentally I felt it wrong to close it; and spiritually
I believed that the Lord would fully enable me for it in every way.
And only a few days before my decision must be made I had suddenly
realized that I had been practically single-handed at it for over ten
months, as my friend's health had failed wholly at the beginning of the
year. When I came to realize this fact, it seemed as if a voice said
distinctly, " What you have done for ten months, you can do for ten
years, if needs be." The day that I must finally decide came. The
text for that day on my Almanac was, "Be not weary in well doing;
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." That settled me. For
my only desire with regard to that meeting is that souls may be brought
to the Lord through it. So the words, " we shall reap, it we faint not," .
encouraged me. The mothers were extremely pleased when I said we
were not giving up-two have belonged to it for nearly thirty years; .
Hence on New Year's morning my second thought of unspeakable
comfort was, " Be not weary in well doing; for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not." His Word of assurance as to that work would
" not return void."

.

Many things followed in rapid succession. A large parcel of Bibles
sent to our Army and Navy the previous week came at once to mind..
They surely claimed tIns assurance in a very special manner. "My
Word shall not return unto Me void," as to the Jews and Jerusalem.
(Readers will remember that Jerusalem had just been taken, etc.) " My
Word shall not return unto Me void," about" My coming again to
receive My people." "My Word shall not return unto Me void," that
" In all places where I record My Name, I will come unto Thee, and I
will bless thee." For my last conscious thought the nig4t before had
been these words from Exodus xx. 24.
Now let us encourage ourselves, beloved fellow-pilgrims, by dwelling
a little on this precious" Word" of promise. Not only for this year,
not only with regard to the trial of these present, evil, end-time days;
but also as to the service of the Christian, the salvation of the Church,
the safety of believers, the certainty of Christ's coming again, and the
certainty of blessing to the Jews.
" My Word . . . shall not return unto Me void" as to our service
for the Lord. "Be not weary in well doing; for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not," is His" ·Word " as to this. vVhen we are engaged
in spiritual work, and we desir.e that His glory shall be our single aimin as far as the clinging and clogging of the old nature renders it possible
-we may take this sentence of comforting assurance and command,
applied to that work. The command is, " Be not weary"; the assurance, " we shall reap"; the condition, " if we faint not." How truly
18
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the physical weariness is far outweighed by wonderful overweights of
rest to our own souls during our present serving time! Perchance by
some speCial realizing of His strength vouchsafed to us under severe
strain; or by learning that our efforts have not been in vain; or by
some grand flashlight on the Bible, bestowed by the Spirit, while we
were reading or explaining it to another. Oh! the Lord has very
many ways of cheering us on in our service here. "\Ve shall reap, if we
faint not." How we look forward to that wonderful Harvest time,
that glad and grand and glorious reaping! Then His servants shall see
far more fully than would be safe for them to see on earth, how they
have been used where they least expected it, and when they thought
that they had utterly failed. Look up once more, beloved. That
seed so sadly sown by thee with bitter weeping and in physical weakness, .lI\ay yet be used by God to bring forth its hundredfold to His
glory.' Work on, pray on, albeit the weeping and the weakness must
yet accompany thine every effort. He counts thy tears and controls
thy weakness. While we realize painfnlly that the best Christian will
see much of his work burnt up, we also believe that the worst Christian
will see some of his work spared. Even the dying thief gives us a
lesson on service, for he rebuked his fellow-sinner and testified for his
Saviour in his eleventh hour. The more the Spirit of God fills us with
a longing to be used for the bringing in of His saints, the building up
of His servants; and the restoring of His backsliders,-the more ardent
and whole-hearted will be our service, and the better our work will
stand that test of His future" fire." But we must not overlook the
condition, " if we faint not." Fainting here means to give up without
due cause. There are times when we are called by the Lord to give
up. But there are many more times when selfishness, self-interest,
and self-seeking cause us to lay down the weapons of our warfare in
work. "Let us not be weary in well doing." Let us not thus" faint"
while the Lord gives us strength to go on. "He giveth power to the
faint, and to them that have no might He increaseth strength."
" My Word . . . shall not return lmto Me void" as to thy salvation,
oh, child of Mine. "I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy
name, thou art Mine." This is part of My pledged " Word" to thee.
Art thou tried, tempest-tossed, troubled 1 Yet thau art safe! Thy
safety depends not on thy prayers, not on thy. faith, not on thy creeds.
Thy safety depends on Me. I have redeemed thee, called thee, named
thee after Myself; therefore thou art safe here and hereafter. For
not one of My redeemed ones shall be lacking in My Kingdom. Truly,
we may well praise Him that the Church of God is surely safe in spite
of the storms and sorrows that stagger and sadden her. She is safe in
spite of Satan's. subtleties surrounding and startling her steps. She is
safe in spite of war· and warfare. She is absolutely safe in spite of all
these, both individually and collectively.
" Jlfy Word . . . shall not return unto Me void" nationally. The
nation that seeks Him shall be blessed by Him. England, alas! has
. gone far away from God. Notwithstanding, she has been a missionary
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nation and she has befriended the Jews, Will she but yet turn and
seek the Lord, He will yet turn again to her, and favour her with
victory and relief. "Seek ye Me, and ye shall live," is still His" Word, "
to us as a nation. May we hear and respond to His call. May England
yet return to Reformation truths and to Relormation' principles, and
she will yet be blest.
" My Word . . . shall not return unto Me void" as to Bible spreading and missionary efforts. " For My Name's sake they went forth,"
preaching the Gospel and spreading it. I have given My " Word" of
promise about this. "It shall not return unto Me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto'
I sent it." The Lord will very surely bless His own Word and prosper
it~ and use and uphold those who preach and spread it. •
"My Word . . . shall not return unto Me void" as to the Jews.
The Great I Am of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob has not forgotten or
forsaken His chosen people. Present events and developments prove
this. Their God is working in their behalf. The nation which has
slept in darluJess will yet awake to see the great light of God's salvation. And that probably very soon now. Many passages of His
" Word" are now being literally fulfilled to and about the nation and
its land. May the spirit of prayer and supplication be largely poured
out upon the Lord's children everywhere to plead with Him that the
time to favour her, yea, the set time, may speedily arrive.
Side by side with this word comes another. "My Word . . . shall
not return unto Me void" as to My return. His word to us to·day
is, " Surely, I come quickly" to call My people to Myself. For when
the times of the Gentiles are run out-as apparently they now nearly
are--then will come the double blessing-release to the Church, and
relief to the Jews. The believer will be released from the dust of death
Or the frailty of the body, and the Jews ,viii be shortly restored to
their own land, prior to millennium blessedness and in preparation for
it. It may be that the Lord will come very soon. Certainly this is
the believer's hope and expectation, and a bright and glorious hope
it is !
"My Word . . . shall not return unto Me void "-" In all places
where I record My Name, I will come Wlto thee and I will bless thee."
This last text of the previous evening came back with my waking
thought. That Word of promise will be amply and abundantly fulfilled during all the days and all the years of time, " in all places" far
and wide. What an unspeakable comfort and stay is this everlasting
promise hom our everlasting God.
All these thoughts flooded my mind within a few moments of waking.
Very feebly I have reproduced them. For it is impossible to convey
the immense power and vividness with which they came. I was not
surprised that during the day, utterly unsought and from very various
,sources, the following sentences crossed my path as if in full and cOInplete corroboration of the Word already given :"The entrance of Thy Wordgiveth light."
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" That I might meditate on Thy Word."
" Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against
Thee."
"Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path"
(Psa. cm. 11, 105, 130, 148).
" The grass withereth, the flower fadeth; but the Word of our God
shall stand for ever" (Isa. xl. 8).
" There hath not failed one Word of all His good promise which He
promised" (1 Kings viii. 56).
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
Clapton, E.5.
THE LATE REV. J. ORMISTON.

MEMORIAL TABLET.

ALL our readers will be interested to read the cutting which we print
from the Western Daily Press in reference to the brass tablet which
has been placed in St. Mary-le-Port Church, Bristol, in memory of the
late beloved Editor of this Magazine. Our esteemed friend himself
unveiled (19 years ago) a Memorial Tablet in Broad Hembury Church,
in memory ofanother Editor of this Magazine (the Rev. A. M. Toplady),
and it is fitting that his own memory should be thus perpetuated within
the walls of that church where he loved to miuister the precious truths
of the everlasting Gospel of the grace of God. "The righteous shall
be iil everlasting remembrance" (Psa. cxii. 6).
The extract referred to above is as follows :A brass tablet has been placed in St. Mary·le·Port Church as a
memorial of the late Rev. James Ormiston, who was Rector for 36
years, from 1880 to 1916. It is placed in the east wall of the north aisle,
near the font, and the inscription is as follows :-" To the ~Iory of God
and to the hallowed memory of the Rev. James Ormiston, A.K.C., who
fcll asleep in Jesus, 30th September, 1916, and in the 79th year of his
age. He was Rector of this parish from 1880 to 1916, and editor for
many years of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and the English Churchman.
This tablet is erected by members of his congregation and other friends
to record their grateful appreciation of his faithful preaching of the
everlasting Gospel of the sovereign grace of God, his exceptional literary
gifts, and his untiring efforts by voice and pen to maintain the Protes·
tant and Evangelical character of the Church of England. He being
dead, yet speaketh." The unveiling of the tablet took place on Sunday
evening, lIiay 5th, at the close of the ordinary service, which was conducted by the Rev. A. J. Day (Rector), and at which hymns composed
by the Rev. J. Ormiston were used. The Rector gave a brief address,
in the course of which he referred to .Mr. Ormiston's long and faithful
ministry, and spoke of the importance of maintaining those great
fundamental principles for which he contended throughout his career.
The tablet was unveiled by 1I1r. Percival Ormiston, son of the late
Rector, in the presence of a large congregation. .
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THOUGHTS ON ISAIAH LIV. 17..
By

A SOLDIER IN SALONICA.

THE chapt.er which concludes with this verse is a very precious one.
It is one of the many green pastures which the Book of the Prophecy
of Isaiah contains, yea, abounds with. Herein is contained a cluster
of rich promises. When some dear saint of God, lying upon his bed,
and longing to hear the Word that comforteth, is asked by dear friends,
"What chapter shall I read 1 " one or another such chapter as this
is called for. In all times of danger, necessity, or tribulation, let us see
to it that we give our God our" ears to hear," which He by grace hath
given us, and we shall find succour, help, and comfort.. He wiII not
fail us. He cannot deny Himself. It may even be with us as in
verses 7, 8: "For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great
mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid My face from thee
for a moment [note the time], but with everlasting kindness will I
have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer." How comforting
it is to know that all our trials and troubles are but "for a small
moment;" while His goodness, mercy, love, and kindness are" everlasting," shall never cease, shall know no end! There is none like
Him. "1.'ly thoughts are not your thoughts, saith the Lord. For
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts" (Isa. Iv. 8, 9).
I often think if we had man dealing with us instead of God, the world
and all its inhabitants would have perished long since. For God is
provoked every day, and sin and iniquity are abounding more and'
more. Wickedness is great upon the earth to·day. His benefits arc
taken by so many unacknowledged. His Word is disbelieved, His
commands ignored, as if He had not spoken, as if His Word had never
in tbe past. been fulfilled, and was not being so to-day. (See Jer. v.
9, 29; ix. 9). Men act as if man was his own provider, and not that
God is the giver of every good and perfect gift. They act as if He
will not visit fot sin, as is so plainly but emphatically stated in this
Scripture. Yet God is loving unto every man, His mercy is over all
His works. Oh, that men would praise the Lord, acknowledge His
benefits, and declare His goodness unto the children of men. Oftentimes He deals with His own. dearly beloved people in such an
unexpected manner that they are led to exclaim, " Who am I that the
Lord should deal so graciously with me 1" But it is always so with
His Spirit-taught ones in accordance with verses 2, 3, of this chapter.
" Enlarge the place of thy tent" [this meditation is written in a tent,
on the plains of Macedonia, with the town of Salonic3, the scene of
Paul's labours, in view] "and let them stretch forth the curtains of
thy habitations; spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy
stakes, for thou shalt break forth on the right hand, and on the left."
It is as if He said, I will deal bountifully with thee, the land on which
thou shalt dwell, the place of thy habitation, the things which thou
shalt possess (spiritually) shall be beyond all thy expectations; and
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through all the storms of life thou shalt find a sure shelter to cover
thee. Enlargement shall he written on all My dealings with thee,
the treasures which I wiII bestow upon thee shall have no end. How
gracious our God is! His mercies are past finding out. Is it any
wonder that David, with those, who, like him, are taught of God,
and experience His gracious dealings with them, exclaims from the
gronnd of the heart: "My soul shall make her boast in the Lord,"
.. I wiII bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in
my mouth." "I will love Thee, 0 Lord, my strength" (Psa. xxxiv.
I, 2; xviii. 1). Now let us consider the text which heads this paper.
" This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness
is of Me, saith the Lord." How often do we meet with these last
three wOl'ds, "saith. the Lord," in the Old Testament Scriptures!
It is as if the Lord would remind us that these are His words. It is
the Verily, verily, the Amen, Amen, the" so be it, 0 Lord," of the
New Testament. Such wonderful things are revealed to us in the
Holy Scriptures; things which man could know nothing of by him·
self, promises which man could never perform. But how very satis·
factory it is to God's own people to know that they have indelibly
stamped upon them God's own" water mark"; they are His. With
God all things are possible. And these Scriptures are within the
reach of so many who seldom if ever read or study them, or endeavour
to understand their holy teaching. How much they lose by this
indifference.
Now let us consider our text briefly under three heads. (1) What
is the heritage of the servants of the Lord! (2) Who are the Lord's
servants 1 (3) The righteousness' which is of God.
1. What is the heritage of the servants of the Lord 1 This is such
a large field of study that we can only just touch upon it here. God
is the giver; man is the recipient. It is. a spiritual inheritance,
" having promise of the life that now is, as well as of that which is
to come." It is a prepared inheritance. It is an eternal inheritance
that fadeth not away, incorruptible, and nndefiled, reser·ved in heaven.
It is a heavenly kingdom. God the Spirit inspired David to describe
it thus: "The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance, and of my
cup. Thou maintainest my lot. The lines have fallen unto me in
pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage" (Psa. xvi. 5, 6).
" God is . . . my portion for ever" (Psa. lxxiii. 26). "0 Lord, Thou
. . . art my portion in the land of the living" (Psa. cxlii. 5).
Jeremiah says, "The Lord is my -pOltion, saith my soul, therefore will
I hope in Him" (Lam. iii. 24). And God speaks thus in confirmation
of this, "The portion of Jacob [the loved one, the chosen one]. . . .
The Lord of hosts is His Name" (Jer. x. 16). Christ confirms it:
"Come ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the fonndation of the world" (Matt. xxv. 34).
2. Who are the Lord's servants whom He speaks of here 1 Angels!
No. It is true they are His servants; His ministering spirits which
do His pleasure, both in heaven and earth. The servants here spoken
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of are men. They are known by distinctive .marks or characteristics.
His servants are born in His house (the new birth of His Spirit). His
servants believe His Word. His servants love and revere His Name;
and mourn how little that love is; but their love to Him grows as
it is watered by the Spirit, Whose fruit it is. They confess Him
before men, even that Christ Jesus is the living God almighty, th~ir
only Saviour, Redeemer, and' King. They say with David: "0
Lord, truly I am Thy servant." With Paul they delight to be called,
and confess themselves servants of the Lord Jesus Christ. It requires
grace and holy boldness to always, in all places and circumstances,
take this stand, and confess Him before all men. The writer has
been called "a fool," and "one among a thousand." Yet, fellowservants of Jesus Christ, it matters'little what men call us, when our
¥aster says: "Whosoever. shall confess Me before men, him will I
confess before lily Father which is in heaven" (Matt. x.3;:!). Aud,
" They. shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I
make up My jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth' ills
own son that serveth him. 'fhen shall ye return and discern between
the righteous and the wicked, between him that'serveth God, and him
that serveth Him not" (Mal. iii. 17). His servants seek grace to be
of a humble, contrite spirit, they lie low in self-abasement at His
footstool. They listen to His voice, they follow where He leads.
They fear to offend Him; and when disobedient, they are filled with
remorse, and confess their sin. They seek to glorify His name. They
love all who love Him in sincerity and truth.. "Happy is that people
that is in such a case; yea, happy is that people whose God is the'
Lord." Christ says, "Where I am, there 'also shall My servant be."
In this blessed hope, for this blessed promise, let all His servants
wait, "steadfast, unmovable." "Blessed is the man that trusteth in
the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is" (Jer. xvii. 7). What a heritage!
And yet further we read.
3. "Their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord." What numerous
references there are in the Holy Scriptures concerning" the righteous,"
and" righteousness." Firstly, 'let us remember God distinctly says
of all mankind (Christ Jesus only excepted), "There is none righteous,
no; not one" (Rom. iii. 10). The Scriptures are so emphatic concerning man's fall; of both his original and actual guilt. This is patent
to every unbiassed student of the Word. And yet God often speaks
of the righteous. In our text He speaks of their righteousness; but
does He say it is procured by themselves? Does He say they obtain
it by works.1 No. He says, " Their righteousness is of Me." Therefore it is revealed unto us that "the righteousness" by which lost
sinners .can stand before God is by grace an imputed righteousness,
without works (Rom. iv. 6). "Their" (that is, those who truly serve
the Lord Jesus Christ, proving they are His servants by their service
of obedience and faith in Him) "righteotisness is of Me, saith the
Lord." The Lord Jesus Christ made this possible. He left His
throne of· glory in heaven-He became man. He had engaged in
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covenant to become the Surety, the Daysman, the Representative,
the Mediator, the Advocate of a great multitude of poor lost sinners,
to redeem them-that is, to purchase them, unto Himself. And to this
end He must first-according to the Holy Law of the Righteous Judge
of all mankind-fulfil in their stead the obedience to God in which they
failed. And that done, because it had been decreed "without the
shedding of blood there is no remission of sin" (Heb, ix. 22), and
forasmuch as " it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins" (Heb, x. 4) He poured out His own lifeblood, aud endured the untold agony and bitterness of soul in being
made sin for His people. He Who had committed no sin bOTe in
His own body the sins of His people. He tasted death for everyone
of His people, that they might not dje everlastingly, and to the
end that He should be accepted, and accredited by God Himself;
to bear the great name, and in reality be unto His people "the
Lo~d our righteousness" (Jer. xxiii, 6).
He, and He alone, is
entitled to say, "Their righteousness is of Me, I died for their sins;
I rose again for their justification, As Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so have I been lifted up on Calvary's tree, that Jew
or Gentile, believing in Me, shall not perish but have eternal life."
" Hearken unto Me, ye stouthearted, that are far from righteousnes•.
I bring near My righteousness; it shall not be far off, and My salvation
shall n,ot tany: and I will place salvation in Zion, for Israel My
glory" (Isa. xlvi. 12, 13).
Paul, writing to the Church of God at Corinth, to them that are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ, is inspired to declare unto
them, among whom you and I, dear fellow-believers, are numbered,
" Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us wisdom
and righteousness, and sanctification and redemption: that, according
as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord" (1 Cor. i.
30, 31), To the saints at Philippi he makes known his desire (the
desire of every grace-saved sinner) to "be found in Him, not having
mine own righteousness [good works] which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God
by faith" (Phi!. iii. 9). May we, who are brought by grace to appropriate these wonderful truths unto ourselves, by the power of the Divine
Spirit, rejoice in Christ our Saviour more and more; and in seeing
in ourselves, and many others, this wonderful prophecy of Isaiah xlv.
24, 25, fulfilled: "Surely shall one say, In the I,ord have I righteousness and strength, even to Him shall men come; and all that are
incensed' against Him shall be ashamed. In the Lord shall all the
seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory." Not the literal Israel,
as a nation, for they are not all Israel, who are of Israel" (Rom. ix. 6),
but the election of grace, Gentile as well as Jew. Christ knows those
that are given unto Him. "I am the Good Shepherd, and know My
sheep, and am known of Mine. I lay down My life for the sheep.
My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: and

•

The Gospel Magazine
•

281

I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never. perish" (John x .
14, 15, 27, 28).
Fellow-believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, what an inheritance is
ilurS! Fellow-members of the Body of Christ, His Church, what
honour He has bestowed upon us His Bride. "This is the name
whereby she shall be called the Lord our righteousness" (Jer. xxxiii.
16). We are Christ's and Christ is God's. He that glorieth, let him
glory in the Lord.
T. J. W.
June, 1917.
(RE.F., SALONICA).
NOT A VAIN THING.
SOLOMON, dispirited and disappointed, summed up all as vanity. It
was vain for one thing to heap up riches and have no one to leave them
to. It was vain to vex oneself with wishing for things. Beauty was
vain. No doubt as he wrote of the vanity of beauty he thought of his
brother Absalom; none so beautiful as he, and scarcely one in whom
calamity could be so immediately traced to. good looks and charms.
Rachel, probably envying Leab her boys, would sadly ruminate that
her fairer face, after all, had not done much fOI' her, and as Abraham
took his queenly Sarah down to Egypt, he would have had fewer fears
if she had not been quite so lovely. And yet it is the Lord Who has
made everything beautiful. He despises not any of the works of His
hands. In the fulnes~ of the love and the exuberance of His heart, He
says to His bride, "Thou art beautiful, My love." And when with His
whole mind He turned the captivity of Job, He did not consider His
'servant's cup of joy sufficiently full until He had given a superlative
beauty to his daughters.
It was Solomon', father who by inspiration said: "Vain is the help
of man," and yet he knew the sweetness and strengthening of friend·
ship; he could not think that Barzillai had done nothing for bim, or
that Abigail had wasted her time and her goods on him. He himself
said to Hushai, " It may be that thou wilt for me defeat the counsel of
Ahithophel." But he knew in his inmost soul that Hushai and
Abigail were helpless in the hands of his mighty and only Helper. He
had already prayed, "0 Lord, I beseech Thee tUl'll the counsel of
Ahithophel to foolishness," and when he turned to thank Abigail for
what she had done and brought, he began, "Blessed be the Lord God
of Israel "r'J1O hath sent thee." But God's children need the simplicity
ilf David in seeking the help and agency of their friends. They
imagine that it is dishonouring the Lord to seek the assistance of " frail
-creatures of dust," or they wonder if it is to vex their souls, and the'
Lord looks on and knows and orders every wearying reflection and sends
help from His throne of one kind or another; for all is of Him. He
knew the meanderings of the children of Israel. He meant that they
:should take forty years in going to and fro, up and down, much of the
time making progress backwards; but no promise failed, and every
-promise was ·one of blessing.
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" It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of
sorrows; for so He g,veth His beloved sleep." He gave Adam his
wife while he slept in the garden of Eden. What a' picture of the kindness and greatness of God-of the helpless dependence of the favoured
creature who could do nothing but receive the unexpected and amazing
joy. We might think of Hezekiah's army, resting in the still quiet
night while one angel wrought for them all the victory. We might
remember the messenger from heaven bringing a meal to the spent
Elijah. What could he do by keeping awake, and he could not even
do that. His strength, energy, and spirit were no more; but his God,
a Goct of free mercy and love, remained to him, and could not forget
nor forsake him. "It repenteth Him conceming His servants when
He seeth that their power is gone."
The disciples slept for sorrow; they were lmable to endure the
weight, the burden, the solemnity, the pressure of what they were witnessing, and what they were passing through, and vohmtarily, eagerly,
they closect their eyes to the suflerings they could not bear. CIITist was
withdrawn from them-to wrestle again aud alone with the powers of
darkness and with the thought of what was before Him-to overcome
death and sin, to take a victory which the Father had laid up as a gift
for His sons and daughters. Oh, to be alive and awake to the greatness
and preciousness of such realities; to be silent and listening for the
words, for the whisperings of the Holy Comforter, the Revealer of
Jesus; to lie reclining on the arms of omnipotent love and gentleness
and all-undertaking mercy, but to be diligent and unwearied in the
ways of the Lord, at all times looking for and hasting unto a sweeter
manifestation of His forgiving and accepting favour, for it is not a vain
thing to wait for Him!
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE

GOSPEL. MAGAZINE

FUND.

A RECENT rise of nearly 50 per cent in the cost of production, and the
very great increase in the price of paper, imposes upon the TnIstee.~
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE a specially onerous financial burden while
these abnormal conditions continue.
They earnestly appeal therefore for the consideration and support
of the devoted readers of the Magazine, and would, welcome Donations
to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund.
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THOUGHTS ON PSALM
CXIX., 1018-151
.
,
LATE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR 01<' STRETTON-EN-LEFIELD, ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.

(Continued from page 233.)

•

Verse 1018. "My eyes a-nticipate the watches to muse of Thy promises."
See above on verse 62. Compare Psa. lxiii. 6, b:xvii. 4, Lam. ii. 19_
There were three of these watches. Kimchi interprets it of the second
and third. rhe old division of the night for municipal and milita!y
purposes was into the first (Lam. ii. 19), the middle (Judges vii. 19),
and the morning watch (1 Sam. xi. 11, Exod. xiv. 24), from which
latter passage we see that this division was as old as Mo§es. The word
in which the Psalmist delighted to meditate is that Word so full of
exceeding great and precious promiscs, that, as Gurnall observes,
" there are more riches and treasure to be had in one promise' than all
the gold and silver of the Indies is worth. They are the granary of
spiritual provision whereby our J oseph nourisheth and preserveth alive
His brethren in time of famine. They are the hive of sweetness, where
the believing ~ul, in the winter of affliction, when nothing is to be
gathered from the creature, lives plentifully. They are, in a word, the
fair haven and safe road into which the tempted soul puts his weatherbeaten ship, where it lies secure till the heavens clear and the sto,m is
over·which the world, sin, and Satan raise upon him. Yea, when
death itself approacheth, and the devil hath but one skirmish more to
get or lose the victory for ever, then faith in the promise carries the
Christian's BOul out of the garrison of his body with colours flying and
joy triumphing to heaven, leaving only his flesh behind in the hands
of death, and that with an assured hope of having it redeemed out of
its power at the la&t day of resurrection and restitution of all things."
Verse 1019. "Hear my voice according to Thy tenderness; quicken
me, 0 Lord, according to Thy judgment." What a blessed plea for a
poor sinful fallen child of Adam. Is the Lord BO tender and gentle in
His dealings with such 1 Then may His goodness lead to repentance,
and His gentleness make thee great. 0 reader, whilst we have such a
plea, we surely have no ground to be discouraged because of our sins.
Yea, the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy, for He lmoweth our
frame, He remembereth that we are dust, and as a father pitieth His
children, BO the Lord pitieth them' that fear Him. Observe, the
Psalmist does not say " according to my merits, or deserts, or works of
righteousness done by me," nor, "according to my love to Thee,"
which often waxes cold, but, according to thttt which is always the
same-that Thou art gracious and merciful, kind and bountiful, plenteous in mercy and ready to forgive, on a throne of grace, and full of
love, yea, love itself-hear my voice. And what amazing condescension
that the God of heaven and earth should stoop so low as to say, " Let
Me hear thy voice" (Song of Sol. ii. 14).
The latter part of the verse is a prayer, not for the first work of
quickenlng grace, or the first implantation of a principle of spiritual
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life, but for the reviving of that work in him, that he might be refreshed
and comforted, and reanimated and stirred up to a lively exercise of
grace and performance of duty, finding himself in dead and lifeless
frames, and not able to quicken himself.
Verses 150, 151. "Near are those pursuing crime; from Thy law
They are far off. Near art Thou, Jehovah, amd all Thy commandments
Me truth." The word pursuing is a strong one, and signifies both to
devise and attempt, and that with eagerness. The word crime is
used, as in Psalm xxvi. 10, to signify malicious mischief. The far and
near are to be noticed by way of contrast, as if the Psaln:\ist had said,
'The nearer they are to harming me, the further they are from obeying
Thee; and as they are near to injure, Thou art near to save, and all
Thy promises to those who do Thy will are truth itself.
(To be continued.)

Q!ornSpOnlJflln.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY A.1~D NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEl, MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Special help in this grave crisis is needed to spread
Testaments and Bibles amongst our brave men on land and sea.
To them we owe an immense debt of gratitude, and no better return
<;an we make to them than by sending them the truth of God; and
we may well rejoice at the wonderful opportunities for scattering
magazines and books amongst them. A Missionary to Sailors writes,
'I have to thank you for a most welcome consignment of Gospel
literature. I had just cleared off a previous gift of yours, and was
wondering where the next was to come from. The sailors are great
readers, and I am deeply grateful to you."
A Chaplain writes, "Many thanks for the parcel of Testaments,
etc., which has safely come to hand. They are warmly received by
the men."

Another Missionary writes, " I am really grateful for the two parcels
of books I received from you for the sailors. They appreciate them
very much."
Besides sending Testaments and Gospels for the French soldiers,
we are also mindful of the brave young girls of the" W.A.A.C.," and
seek to spread the truth amongst them. The opportunities for service
are unlimited. A keen worker writes, "I have visited the barracks
and quite a number of Gospels were given out, and at another place
the men were pleased to have the Testaments and Gospels. While on .
the country road I met a convoy drawn up, and every man accepted
• a Gospel, and with a word of cheer 011 they went, just giving time for
the occasion."

Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
Bristol, May, 1918.

R. B. BRIDER.
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lhotc5tant I3caron.
ROME AND THE BIBLE-A CRUCIAL TEST.
[From" To Rome or the Bible

~

A Reply to Cardinal Bourne."]

ROME'S estimate and treatment of the Bible present one of the most
cogent of reasons for refusing to accept her as either a spiritual or a
social guide.
In opposition to the Reformation principle, that the Bible is the
one and all-sufficient rule of faith and practice, the Church of Rome
at the Council of Trent authoritatively declared the insufficiency of
Scripture, putting alongside of it, and indeed above it, in the creed,
tradition apostolic and ecclesiastical. The consistent policy of Rome
has been to treat the Bible as if it were a wild beast that might hurt
people when not held in on a priestly leash, or a poison that would
destroy them unless administered in hom<Bopatllic doses and along
with a due admixture of the saving antidote supplied in Romish
annotations. The reason of this is not far to seek. Rome fears Bible
circulation because the Bible is hostile to her claims, and she keeps the
Bible out of the hands of the people because its plan of salvation and
its relation to sin and morality are so different from her own_
Pope Pius VII in 1816 denounced Bible Societies as' "a crafty
device by which the very foundations of religion are undermined, a
pestilence which must be remedied and abolished." The authorized
Catholic Dictionary records, with apparent satisfaction, that Leo XII,
Pius VIII, and Pius IX have likewise, in their turn, warned Catholics
against the Protestant Bible Societies. Leo XIII, in 1897, prohibited
" all versions in any vernacular language made by non-Catholics, and
especially those published by the Bible Societies." In the same
document, he altogether prohibited "vernacular versions even by
Catholics, unless approved by the Holy See, or published under the
vigilant care of the bishops, with annotations." Rome, of course,
swears by the very faulty Latin Vulgate translation, and the same
Pope prescribed that the use of "editions of the original text, if
published by non-Catholics, even though apparently edited in a
faithful and complete manner," is permitted" only to those engaged
in theological and Biblical studies."
•
It is sometimes alleged that in recent years Rome has modified her
policy, as in France and Italy, but there is little foundation for such
a statement. The French translation of the Gospels by Lasserre, to
which Pope Leo XIII gave his sanction, ran into twenty-one editions
in the course of a few months; but the Vatican became alarmed, and
the Book was put on the I Mea; Librorum Prohibitorum. Thus the
world witnessed the perplexing spectacle of an infallible Pontiff first
blessing and then banning the same volume within about a year.
The St. J erome Society in Italy, too, which issued, with Papal sanction,
the Gospels and Acts in Italian, with notes, has now lost its independ-
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ence by being annexed to a depm1;ment of the Curia-with characteristic results. In Malta, one of the most priest-ridden places on God's
earth, nothing would induce the local Roman Catholic authorities to
pennit the publication of a Maltese translation even of the St. J erome
Gospels, which the Pope had approved. As nine-tenths of the population do not know Italian, but only Maltese-which is a patois largely
Arabic-this means that to the inhabitants of this British dependency
the Bible is made a sealed book. Bible-burning, by the hands or
at the mandate of the priest, is no infr~quent experience of the poor
people in Ireland: and, as has been pithily observed, "There is only
one Church which would burn the Bible, and that is the Church which
burnt the men who gave us the Bible."
Akin to Rome's maltreatment of the Holy Scriptures is her connivance at the desecration of God's Holy.Day of Rest. But on this we
cannot dwell. While Saints' days are multiplied, it is notorious that
in Popish lands, apart from canonical hours and observances, the
Lord's day is freely given over either to secular work or to frivolous
amusement. Thus one of the greatest boons conferred on manfor whose conservation and appropriation to sacred uses, so far as
possible even in war time, President Wilson, as a Christian patriot
and philanthropist, uttered himself so manfully the other day-is
meanly filched away.
.
BRITAIN AND THE BIBLE.
for us in Protestant Britain, we do wisely to safeguard the Lord's
day from secular desecration, and to recognize in the Bible still" the
secret of England's greatness." God forbid that this divine instrument
of spiritual enlightemnent and social advancement should ever be
taken away from us and hidden again in a corner. It is as the minds
alid hearts of individual citizens are imbued with the spirit of tbe
Gospel that proper self-realization is secured for men; and it is as
national life and policy are toned and directed by Bible teaching that
national freedom is maintained and worthy national prosperity and
progress advanced. Yet it has been computed that a few of our
British Bible Societies produce more copies of the Word of God in
a single year than Rome, whatever her profession of regard for it,
h.as produced in nineteen centuries!
Ai;

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
ONE hundred and eleven years have passed since the Society was
founded, and to-day, by the Lord's blessing, it continues, with unimpaired vigour, to carry on its work for the poor and aged of " the
household of faith," 1154 of \vhorn are in receipt of life pensions,
paid, as far as possible, by the hands of Christian friends. The basis
and lines of service, which are what they have ever been, render the
Society a centre around which all who love the discriminating truth
of God can freely gather in these dark days of apostasy and disintegra·

,

...

.

The Gospel Magazine

287

tion. The publications of the Society will be gladly sent to all friends
who will distribute them.
Will our readers kindly bear in mind the Camberwell Home Anniversary on Thursday, June 6th, when Mr. W. Brooke, of Croydon, \"ill
preach at 3.30 and 6.0, and the Sale of Work at 33, Dc Crespigny
Park, on Thursday, June 13th, at 3.0 o'clock. Evel'J effort is used
to make our Homes home-like. The inmates bring the greater part
of their own furniture with them, hence each room has mementoes of
earlier days. Favourite birds and plants brighten the apartments,
and many a portrait on the walls calls for thankful reminiscences.
Several subscribers have recently passed away, and in these days
of stress it is difficult to fill vacancies. Ou May 1st, Mr. J. C. Pembrey,
M.A., of Oxford, entered into the joy of his Lord at au advanced age.
During the greater part of his life he had been associated with the
University Press, and was the well-known publisher of the late Mrs.
Hoblyn's tracts, and of other publications, including many very
spiritually useful books.' On April 22nd, Mr. E. Picknell, for upwardS
of forty years pastor of the Baptist Church, Redhill, departed this
life, after a brief illness. In one of our Homes, an aged couple recently
passed away within a few days of one another; their remains were
interred at the same time.
A gracious author, now in heaven, wrote: "Experience has taught
me that few things have a stronger tendency to confirm the wavering,
to raise up the spirits of the desponding, and to establish the faith
of the steadfast among the people of God, than a visit to the habitat:ons of s.lch aged Christians as have borne the heat and the burden
of the day. I found one heavily burdened with the bodily affiictions
of more than fourscore years. Her comforts were few and of the
plainest kind, and the greater part of the day and the whole of the
night she always passed alone. There she sat in her armchair, almost
bent double, sorely oppressed with disease, sufleriug much pain, but
in the darkness of her affiiction her eye and her heart were alike fixed
on the Star of Bethlehem. She delighted in her God, and declared,
'~ know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able
to keep that which I have committed unto Him, against that day.'''
"One bread. onc family, one rock,

One building formed by love,
One fold, one Shepperd, yea, one flock,
They shall be one above." .
~ehieU1fj

anll jJl.oticefj of

~ookfj.

THE VISIONS AND PROPHECIES OF ZECHARIAH: AN EXPOSITION. By
the REV. DAVID BARON. Pp. 554. Price 10s. 6d. net. (MORGAN
& Scorf, LTD., 12, Paternoster Buildings, London, KC.)
The beloved and esteemed writer of this handsome volume, in one
of his other numerons expository works says, "My chief guide has
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been the Hebrew Bible itself, with the letter of which I have been
familiar from my childhood in the old, pious Jewish home, but the
spiritual understanding of which was hid from me until, nearly thirty
years ago, the light of the Cross broke upon my heart, when all at
once in its light I began to see light." This extract was written
twelve years ago, but it is sufficient to show that the writer of tlus
volume is well acquainted with the Hebrew Scriptures, and that by
the enlightening teaching of the Spirit he is able to understand their
literal and spiritual teaclung. The volume before us has a Foreword
by Preb. H. E. Fox, who warmly commends it to lovers of the Bible_
He says, " The Introduction to the second part will be found especially
helpful to those who have been troubled by the difficulties created
by the critics, whose shortsightedness is ill fitted to take in the vast
perspective of the Divine picture." Those who have read any of
Mr. Baron's other works, or who have heard him expounding the
Scriptures, will acknowledge that he is indeed" a Master in IsraeL"
In writing this volume he has sought to make the prophecy of
Zechariah "spiritually profitable to the average intelligent Christian
reader." He has" tried, in constant dependence on the Spirit of God,
Who first moved holy men of old to utter the Divine oracles, to deal
simply and conscientiously with this great Scripture," and his " cluef
guide and final authority has been the Hebrew text itself," though he
has read widely and deeply the views of other writers on this great
and ilnportant book of Scripture. It has been pointed out that" the
Messianic prophecies of Zechariah are only second to those of Isaiah
in distinctness." Moreover, the closing chapters of this prophecy
foretell "events of the last times preceding the great and terrible
'Day of the Lord,' which is fast approaching." :I<'or these reasons
a full exposition of this prophecy by .a devout and competent Hebrew
scholar on decidedly Evangelical lines is specially welcome in these
days when the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures is increasingly
denied. We warmly commend this weighty exposition to our readers,
and could wish that every minister of the Gospel were supplied with
a copy.
To ROME OR THE BIBLE 1 A REPLY TO CARDINAL BOURNE. Pp.
32. Price 3d. (THE UNITED PROTESTANT COUNCIL, 57, Berners
Street, London, W_ L)
This is a very ably-written reply to Cardiual Bourne's "Message
to the Nation" which recently appeared -as a long advertisement in
the columns of The Times and other leading newspapers. "It has
been written by one of the ablest scholars and most effective Protestant
writers in the United Kingdom, and is held by competent judges to
be a masterly and unanswerable reply to Cardinal Bourne's 'Message
to the Nation.''' In our "Protestant Beacon" columns we reprint
an extract from this pamphlet which will indicate the trenchant
manner in which the author deals with Cardinal Bourne's plausible
" Message."
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