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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE .. GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
SOME time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf
of our Co-Trustees, a frank statement of our financial
position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1921, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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WORD8 OF SPIRITUAL CAUTIO!(, OOUNBXL, AND COMFOUT.

.. Who comfortetb us in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort tbem which are in Qny
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted oC God."-2 COR. i. 4.

IMITATING AN APOSTLE.

"Brethren, be followers together of me, wnd mark them wh1:eh walk
so as ye have us for an ensample. "-PHIL. iii. 17.
THE word for "follower" in this passage means "imitator" and
is so translated in the Revised Version. The apostle Paul frequently exhorts the saints to whom he wrote to be followers or
imitators of him. To the Corinthian saints he says, "Be ye
followers (or imitators) of me, even as I also am of CHRIST" (1 Cor.
xi. 1). To the Thessalonians he says, "Ye yourselves know how
ye ought to follow (imitate) us" (2 Thess. iii. 7). So when writing
to the Philippians he said, "Be ye imitators together of me." In
so far as he imitated CHRIST he would have them imitate him, and
in so far as others rejected the teaching of the apostle the Philippian
saints were to beware of them. Inspired by the SPIRIT he, in
effect, said that if others deviated from apostolic teaching and
ways they were not to imitate or follow them. "Be imitators
together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for
an ensample. For many walk of whom I have told you often,
and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the
Cross of CHRIST: whose end is destruction, whose god is their
belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things."
These enemies of the Cross of CHRIST were evidently professed
members of the Church of GOD, yet they were enemies and not
friends of the truth. Despite their outward profession their end
would be destruction. It was a source of keen sorrow to the great
apostle that such persons were found amongst the professed
followers of CHRIST, and he felt it his duty to warn the people of
GOD at Philippi against them. The teaching of the apostle in
this passage is needed by the saints of GOD to-day. If men who
hold positions in the Church of GOD rej ect apostolic teaching and
practice, they become enemies of the Cross of CHRIST, and they
may thereby prove that their end will be destruction. We live in
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times when the authority of the teaching of CHRIST and of His
apostles is being called in question, and when not only the inspiration of Scripture, but its leading truths, are being assailed. Under
such circumstances we need to mark those who walk contrary to
apostolic teaching and avoid them.
On the other hand we need to adhere closely to the inspired
teaching of the apostles. The words, "Be ye followers (or imitators) together of me" are an inspired injunction. We may not
deviate from apostolic teaching and practice. It is an inspired
apostle who says, "If any man think himself to be a prophet, or
spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you
are the commandments of the LORD" (1 Cor. xiv. 37). The writings
and teachings of the apostles are inspired by the HOLY GHOST.
What they wrote and taught therefore is to be regarded as the
testimony of the HOLY GHOST. In other words, what the apostle
Paul says, that the HOLY GHOST says. To reject the inspired
teaching of Paul is to reject the teaching of GOD the HOLY GHOST.
In what sense are GOD'S people to be imitators of the apostle Paul?
For our present purpose we may find a sufficiently exhaustive
answer in this third chapter of his Epistle to the Philippians.
1. First, then, we need to imitate him in his estimate of CHRIST.
The apostle Paul had exalted views of CHRIST. "He rejoiced
in CHRIST JESUS" (verse 2). He owned Him as his LORD (verse 8).
He regarded Him as the SAVIOUR and looked for His return from
heaven (verse 20). The teaching of this Epistle shows that he
fully believed in CHRIST'S Godhead (chaps. i. 2; ii. 6, 10, 11).
The apostle Paul had many advantages from a Jewish point of
view. He was a Jew by birth, having been circumcised on the
eighth day. He belonged to the tribe which had given to the
nation its first king. He was a Hebrew of the Hebrews, retaining
fully the national language and manners. As touching the law
he was a Pharisee; he belonged, that is, to the sect which made
much of outward observances. He was brought up at the feet
of Gamaliel, a Pharisee and a doctor of the law, had in reputation
among all the people (Acts v. 34). He took the side of the leading
Jews in opposition to the cause of JESUS of Nazareth. He verily
thought that he ought to do many things contrary to JESUS of
Nazareth, and no other Jew was more zealous than he was in
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persecuting the Church. Ai!. touching the righteousness which is
in the law he was blameless. All these things were gains to him
from a Jewish point of view. But when it pleased GOD to reveal
CHRIST in him, then he regarded these things as so much loss for
CHRIST'S sake. He treated them not as gains possessed, but as
losses which were not possessed at all. Instead of looking upon
these things as privileges and things to be valued, he regarded
them as loss in comparison with the discovery and possession of
CHRIST. They faded into nothing as CHRIST in all His beauty
and preciousness rose into view. Moreover, he counted all things,
of whatever description, which would compete with CHRIST and
shut Him out from his view, as loss. So precious was CHRIST to the
apostle, when it pleased GOD to reveal Him to his soul, that for
His sake he had suffered the loss of all things. He had been willing
to be rejected, despised, persecuted, and forsaken for CHRIST'S sake.
All the temporal and spiritual advantages which he had enjoyed
prior to his conversion were as mere refuse to be thrown away and
abandoned in comparison with the blessedness of gaining CHRIST
and possessing Him. CHRIST was to him "the chiefest amongst
ten thousand," the" altogether lovely." In regard, then, to the
apostle's estimate of CHRIST, GOD'S people need to imitate him.
All the advantages of birth, education, wealth, earthly honours,
and pleasures are as nothing in comparison with the blessedness
of possessing CHRIST as SAVIOUR, REDEEMER, FRIEND, and MASTER.
To the child of GOD CHRIST is incomparably precious. With
Toplady he says :" Compared with CHRIST, in all beside
No comeliness I see;
The one thing needful, dearest LORD,
Is to be one with Thee.
"Less than THYSELF will not suffice
lily comfort to restore;
More than THYSELF I cannot crave,
Nor canst Thou give me more."
With John Mason he says:"My CHRIST, He is the heaven of heavens,
My CHRIST what shall I call 1
My CHRIST is first, my CHRIST is last,
My CHRIST is ALL in all ! ..
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2. Secondly, we need to imitate the apostle ~n his estimate 0/
CHRIST'S righteousness.
It was the apostle's desire to be found in CHRIST (verse 9). He
wished to be found in Him as a branch is found in vital union
with the stem, as a member is found in vital union with the head.
He wished to be found in Him, not having his own righteousness.
His own righteousness was due to his personal observance of the
precepts of the law. When he gloried in this he did not know,
what he afterwards knew, that" by the works of the law shall no
flesh be justified" or declared righteous (Gal. ii. 16). He did not
realize that "by the law is the knowledge of sin," and that in his
flesh there did not dwell any good thing. Until he was taught by
the HOLY GHOST he did not know that his" carnal mind was enmity
against GOD," that "it is not subject to the law of GOD, neither
indeed can be," so that, being by nature in the flesh, it was impossible to please GOD (Rom. viii. 7, 8). According to his own
Pharisaic standard he thought that "touching the righteousness
which is in the law" he was blameless. When, however, it pleased
GOD to reveal His SON in him and to call him by His grace, then
he renounced utterly and for ever his own righteousness. He
realized that all his righteousnesses were as filthy rags, and that
his salvation could not be secured by works of righteousness which
he himself performed. Turning away, then, from his own righteousness he appropriated that righteousness which is through faith in
CHRIST, even the righteousness which is of GOD by faith. He now
gloried in "the righteousness of our GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS
CHRIST" (2 Pet. i. 1, R.V.). He put his confidence in that
righteousness which is unto all and upon all them that believe.
He recognized that as by the disobedience of the first man many
were constituted sinners, so by the obedience of the second Man
many are constituted righteous. For GOD "hath made Him to
be sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of GOD in Him" (Rom. v. 19; 2 Cor. v. 21).
Salvation by human merit was thus wholly renounced, and he taught
that GOD saves and calls His people not according to their works
but according to His Own purpose and grace given to them in
CHRIST JESUS before the world began (see 2 Tim. i. 9). What is
your estimate of the righteousness of our GOD. and SAVIOUR,
dear readers ~ Blessed are we if we can say :-
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"JEsus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Jl.iidst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."
Beware of trusting in any righteousness of your own, either before
conversion or since. Your salvation from first to last is by grace
through faith. It is of GOD alone. It is "not of works lest any
man should boast." Yet it issues in "good works which GOD
hath before ordained that we should walk in them" (Ephes. D.
8-10). Every truly saved man will be "careful to maintain good
works." His prayer will be:" May the fruits of Thy salvation
In our hearts and lives abound."
By Divine grace he will bring forth "the fruits of righteousness,
which are by JESUS CHRIST, unto the glory and praise of GOD"
(Phi!. i. 11).
3. We need to imitate the apostle in his desire to experience the
powe1', the sufje-rings, and the resurrection glory of CHRIST.
"That I may know Him" (verse 10). He did know Him, but

he desired to follow on to know Him more and more. He had
counted all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge
of CHRIST JESUS his LORD, and he desired to know Him more
and to know also" the power of His resurrection." Our LORD'S
resurrection was itself a marvellous display of Divine power, and
it is good to know this and to realize that the same power will
raise from the dead all the members of CHRIST'S mystical body
who have died. The knowledge of such power is a great comfort,
but to know "the power of His resurrection" may also mean the
power which He, as the risen and ascended LORD, imparts to His
people-the power from on high, the power of His SPIRIT working
in us. It was the risen and exalted SAVIOUR Who received from
the FATHER the promised gift of the SPIRIT and poured it forth
upon His people. Each believer needs to know more and more
of that ;power in his heart and life. His daily desire should be
that he may be filled with the power of the SPIRIT. The apostle
also desired to know" the fellowship of His sufferings." Doubtless
he did not desire to share these sufferings in themselves, but he
desired to take his appointed portion in those sufferings which
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are the necessary experience of all who are identified with CHRIST.
He was willing to " go forth unto Him without the camp, bearing
His reproach" (Heb. xiii. 13). He would thus become conformed
to CHRIST'S death. He would thus fill up "that which is behind
of the afflictions of CHRIST in his flesh for His body's sake, which
is the Church" (Col. i. 24).
" If by any means I may attain unto the resurrection from the
dead" (Phil. iii. 11, R.V.). Following upon the suffering with
CHRIST he desired to share His glory. He desired to attain
the resurrection which is from amongst the dead, i.e., he desired
to have a part in "the first resurrection," the resurrection of the
dead in CHRIST, the resurrection of the just. CHRIST rose from
amongst the dead. Paul's desire was to do likewise. Bishop
Moule says on this verse, "It is observable that the apostle here
implies his expectation of death, to be followed by resurrection;
not of survival till the LORD'S Return." This is an important
remark, and reminds us of a truth too often forgotten in regard
to the doctrine of the LORD'S Return. The common view that
the LORD may return at any moment irrespective of any foretold
intervening events can hardly be said to set forth the attitude of .
the apostles. Our LORD had foretold Peter's death. Therefore
that apostle could not possibly have expected the LORD to come
at any moment (see 2 Pet. ii. 14). In like manner the apostle
Paul expected to die before the LORD'S Return (Phi!. iii. 11; 2 Tim.
iv. 6).
4. Lastly, lVe need to imitate the apostle in his desi·re to make
spin:tual progress.
This desire is expressed in verses 12-14 of the chapter we are
considering: "Not as though I had already attained, either were
already perfect." He disclaims the thought of perfection. "But
I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am
apprehended of CHRIST JESUS." That is, he desired to lay hold
of that for which CHRIST had laid hold of him. CHRIST had in
sovereign grace laid hold of him that he might at last lay hold
of the crown of life. He laid hold of him that he might at last
experience the blessedness of the glorified. "Brethren, I count
not myself to have apprehended." I have not yet finished with
suffering and imperfection. I have not yet laid hold of the glories
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of heaven, "But this one thing I do, forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of GOD
in CHRIST JESUS." To attain the prize connected with the high
calling of GOD in CHRIST was his desire and aim. To this end he
ran vigorously the race which was set before him, looking unto
JESUS the AUTHOR and FINISHER of our faith. In these and other
ways, then, the apostle would have GOD'S people to be followers
or imitators of him. Dear Christian readers, we all need by Divine
gra,ce to imitate the Apostle in his high estimate of CHRIST, in his
high estimate of CHRIST'S righteousness, in his desire to experience
increasingly the presence and power of the SPIRIT, in his willingness to go forth unto CHRIST without the camp, bearing His reproach,
in his longing to attain unto resurrection glory, and in his continuous and earnest pressing forward towards that full consummation of blessedness which is the predestined portion of all who
have experienced the heavenly calling. Whatever may be true of
others, may we seek to imitate the apostle in regarding CHRIST
JESUS our LORD as supremely precious, as our All in all.
" Join all the glorious names
Of wisdom, love, and power,
That mortals ever knew,
That angels ever bore;
All are too mean to speak His worth,
Too mean to set my SAVIOUR forth."
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Watts.)

THE EDITOR,
(Thomas Houghton).

THE BRUISED REED.
"A BRUISED reed will He not break." Perhaps the imagery may be
derived from the practice of ancient shepherds, who were wont to
amuse themselves with the music of a pipe of reed or straw; and
when it was bruised they broke it, or threw it away as useless. But
the bruised reed shall not be broken by this Divine Shepherd of Souls.
The music of broken sighs and groans is indeed all that the broken
reed can afford Him: the notes are but low, melancholy, and jarring;
and yet He will not break the instrument, but He will repair and tune
it, till it is fit to join in the concert of angels on high; and even now
its humble strains are pleasing to His ears.-Pt·es. Davies.
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REVIVING POWER.
"But ye
and
and
i. 8

shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you;
ye shall bc My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judwa
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 0/ the earth."-AcTs
(R.V.).

IT is manifestly true that a revival took place at Pentecost. There
was first a remarkable experience of greater life, energy, and power
on the part of those who were already born again of the Spirit.
Then there was an extraordinary awakening amongst those who
were dead in trespasses and sins. When the day of Pentecost
was fully come, the apostles and other Christians were all with
one accord in one place. " And suddenly there came a sound from
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts ii. 1-4). This
remarkable and supernatural manifestation of the Spirit's power'
accounts for what are called the extraordinary and miraculous
gifts which were bestowed, as the Divine Spirit Himself willed,
upon various members of the infant Church. He divided these
gifts to every man severally as He willed (see 1 Cor. xii. 11).
The outpouring of the Spirit also accounts for the holy boldness,
courage, and zeal which the apostles and others subsequently
displayed. Following, however, upon the revival or pouring of
fresh life upon God's already saved people, there was the extraordinary awakening amongst the dead in sin which we associate
with the apostolic age. Three thousand were converted on the
day of Pentecost itself. Thousands more were added to this number
in Jerusalem: "The Lord added to the Church daily such as
should be saved." In spite of opposition" many which heard the
Word believed; and the number of the men was about five
thousand." "Believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes
both of men and women." "The number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests
were obedient to the faith." Persecution caused the disciples

240

The Gospel AIagazine

to be scattered throughout the regions of Judrea and Samaria, and
these went everywhere preaching the Word. Churches were thus
established in J udrea, Galilee, and Samaria, and also in Damascus
and Antioch. Eventually the Gospel came in power to people in
Cyprus, the provinces of Asia Minor, and to Rome itself. Thus
the apostolic age was marked by a great spiritual revival. Many
are praying for such a revival to-day. There can be no question
as to its need. Ind.iiIerence, coldness, and deadness prevail everywhere. Many even of God's true people-may we not say all of
them ?-need quickening. They need to be more out-and-out on
the side of God, His pure truth and His holy cause. The indifference
to spiritual things on the part of the masses is appalling. The
growing laxity in regard to the Lord's Day is indeed saddening and
makes us tremble for the possible consequences. It is becoming
quite a common thing for Ministers of the Crown to discuss political
questions on the Lord's day. Recently, leading statesmen met
at a dinner party on the Lord's day to discuss party questions.
The masses do not attend our places of worship. The morning
congregations are often very thin, and the evening ones are far
from what they ought to be. All manner of flimsy excuses are
made, and we are reminded of our Lord's words in the parable
of the king who made a marriage for his son: "They would not
come." "They made light of it, and went their way, one to his
farm, another to his merchandise." The human will is so depraved
that our Lord said, "Ye will not come to Me, that ye might have
life." What a helpless thing so-called free will is in the matter
of eternal salvation! The indifference to vital truth and to the
Gospel message is so appalling that people in general make light
of these things and go their ways to their farms, their businesses,
and to the pleasures of the world.
Were it not for the Divine assurance that our adorable and Divine
Redeemer" shall see of the travail of His soul," earnest labourers
might easily give up their work for the Lord in despair. Yes, a
revival is what we should like to see to-day. Let us not, however,
lose our heads and forsake the balanced teachings of the Word of
God. Revival, if it comes, must come from God, and even in the
matter of a revival, "He doeth according to His will." We must
not forget His sovereignty in the matter. We do not, however,
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know how many souls God may intend to gather out even yet.
We know not how many monuments of His grace are hidden away
in our villages and great towns whom the Lord in sovereign mercy
may yet save. The question may therefore be asked, What was
it which led to the revival at Pentecost? The answer to that
question will indicate that all longed-for spiritual blessing now
can only come by the same means. Nothing less than some
external power can energize and revive the people of God, and
nothing less than the ·same external power can awaken the dead in
sin. What is that power? We answer, it is the power of God
the Holy Ghost. Let us note the following points in reference to
the power which produced the revival at Pentecost.
1. First, the Power which causes a revival is Divine Power.
It is not eloquence, it is not music, it is not human organization,
but the quickening power of the Holy Ghost. Eloquence may be
used of God as a means, and the thought and labour of organization may take an inportant place in the work of the Lord. Moreover, ·bright hearty singing of hymns, if we discourage the employment of unconverted choirs, has its lawful place in the gatherings
of God's people. But these things may all be present and yet no·
life. There are not wanting those who urge ministers to resort to
unscriptural methods and attractions to get the people to attend
the services. Such temptations need to be resisted with a courage
born of the presence of the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost is "the
Spirit of life." He is "the eternal Spirit." He is the Spirit of
God. It is His power which causes a revivaL "Ye shall receive
power when the Holy Ghost is come upon you." That was the
secret of the remarkable courage, life, and energy displayed by the
apostles and others in the apostolic age. That was the power
which accompanied their message and which produced such
wonderful results. "Tarry ye," said the risen Saviour, "in the
city of Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on high"
(Luke xxiv. 49).
It is remarkable that all the blessing which came as the result
of this power in the days of the apostles came without grand
churches; without altars, candles, and flowers; without vestments,
altar frontals, and altar cloths; without organs, surpliced choirs,
and grand music. Yet many put their trust in these things. We
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need to get it fixed deeply in our minds that the reviving and
quickening operations of the Holy Ghost are independent of such
externals. In truth, if we followed the teaching of Scripture many
of the things now considered absolutely essential for worship and
for the work of the Lord would be swept away. "Not by might,
nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." We
are convinced that the Lord has a controversy with His professing
Church, and that His Spirit is grieved with the evils that abound
therein with regard to doctrine, practice, methods, and worship.
One of our greatest needs is to get back to the teaching and the
simplicity of the New Testament. We need to depend on the
power of the Holy Ghost for all blessing and for all revival.
2. Secondly, the Power which causes a revival is communicated
Power.
It was communicated to the apostles and to those who were
with them on the day of Pentecost. "They were all filled with
the Holy Ghost." God had said, "I will pour out of My Spirit
upon all flesh," and He partially fulfilled His promise on the day
of Pentecost. The apostles were waiting for the fulfilment of
this promise. They probably also prayed for its fulfilment. They
"continued with one accord in prayer and supplication." At
length the promise was fulfilled. The ascended Saviour received
of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, and He poured forth
the Spirit on the members of His mystical body. They were thus
endued with power from on high. We have no warrant to expect
another Pentecost, but we may expect and pray for, at all times,
the fulness of the Spirit. The fourth chapter of the Acts and the
thirty-first verse has been written, we believe, for the guidance
of all God's people in times subsequent to Pentecost. Peter and
John had been forbidden to speak at all or teach in the name of
Jesus. They felt they could not obey the injunction, coming as
it did from a human authority which was in conflict with the
authority of their Divine Lord. Accordingly they came to their
own company "and reported all that the chief priests and elders
had said unto them." Then they prayed, "Now, Lord, behold
their threatenings: and grant unto Thy servants, that with all
boldness they may speak Thy word." "When they had prayed,
the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and
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they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word
of God with boldness" (Acts iv. 18, 23, 29-31). Many of those
who had been filled with the Spirit on the day of Pentecost were
now filled again. There may be many fillings of the Spirit, and
we need many fillings. If there is to be blessing, those who witness
for Christ need to be freshly filled with the Spirit for each time
of testimony, and the Spirit's power is needed to accompany the
message each time it is spoken, if spiritual results are to follow.
We, too, then, need to tarry frequently and pray for the fulness
of the Spirit. If we are to be clothed with the power of the Spirit
we need to be often in prayer. We need to beware of doing anything without first seeking for His presence, His unction, His
fulness, His power. It is to His disciples that the Lord says, " If
ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children:
how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit
to them that ask Him 1" (Luke xi. 13).
3. Thirdly, the Power which causes revival leads to testimony.
Those who received the power were to be Christ's witnesses
(Acts i. 8). Accordingly, when Peter was endued with the power
of the Holy Ghost He bore testimony to Christ with remarkable .
courage in his first sermon. Later we read, "And with great
power gave tlie apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus" (Acts iv. 33). The apostle Paul says, "My speech and my
preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that your faith should
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God" (1 Cor.
ii. 4, 5). If the Spirit endues us with power He will enable us to
open our mouths boldly to make known the mystery of the Gospel.
A revival of spiritual life will carry with it a revival of Gospel
preaching, and will lead to greater zeal and testimony to the truth
on the part of the rank and file of God's people. In apostolic
times we read of "them that have preached the Gospel unto you
with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven" (1 Pet. i. 12). Such
preaching is needed to-day, and the Holy Ghost uses such preaching to bring about a revival.
4. Fourthly, the Power which causes a revival is a convicting and
converting Power.
Evidently the Holy Ghost accompanied the message of Peter
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on the day of Pentecost. His hearers were pricked in their heart,
and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, "Men and
brethren, what shall we do ?" "Then they that gladly received
his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls" (Acts n. 37, 41). Here was
convicting and converting power. How does the apostle Paul
speak of that same power when writing to the Christians at
Thessalonica? He says, "Our Gospel came not unto you in word
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance." The result was they "turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God; and to wait for His Son from
heaven, Whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus, Which delivered
us from the wrath to come" (1 Thess. i. 5, 9, 10). Here again is
convicting and converting power. So, speaking of his work
amongst the Gentiles generally, the apostle ascribes their obedience
to the Gospel message to "mighty signs and wonders, by the
power of the Spirit of God" (Rom. xv. 18, 19). It is the office of
•
the Spirit to convince men of their sin and to turn them from darkness to light. They" obey the truth through the Spirit" (1 Peter
i. 22). Only when His power is displayed can we expect a quicken- .
ing of those who are dead in sin. How helpless we feel ourselves
to be. However earnestly and faithfully and clearly we preach
the Gospel we cannot break hard hearts nor give life to dead souls.
We must therefore depend continually on the power of the Holy
Ghost.
5. Lastly, the Power which causes a revival is a Power which
influences the rnoverni7nts of the labourers.
Philip was bidden by the Spirit to go near and join himself to
the chariot of the Ethiopian eunuch. Subsequently" the Spirit of
the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more"
(Acts viii. 29, 39). Peter was bidden by the Spirit to go with
the messengers from Cornelius nothing doubting (Acts x. 19, 20).
In like manner the apostle Paul was directed in his movements by
the Spirit. He was" forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the
word in Asia." The Spirit suffered him not to go into Bithynia.
Thus he was shut up to Troas where he had a vision which led
him into Europe. The Lord's witnesses are to follow the manifest
leadings of the Spirit in their work for Him. He selects the places
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where they are to bear testimony, and He selects the Lydias whose
hearts He intends to open and the prison jailors whom He intends
to awaken and cause to cry out, "What must I do to be saved!"
(Acts xvi. 6-10, 30).
What is needed to-day, then, is a fresh pouring out of the power
of the Holy Ghost issuing in a fresh and faithful preaching of the
old Gospel, not in word only, but in power and in the Holy Ghost.
For this let the Lord's people pray. Let them give themselves
continually to prayer. The longing of all heaven-sent witnesses
is expressed in the words, "Brethren, pray for us, that the word of
the Lord may have free course, and be glorified" (2 Thess. iii. 1).
" Spirit of everlasting grace,
Infinite Source of life, come down!
These tombs unlock, these dead upraise,
Thy glorious power and love make known.
" Breathe o'er this valley of the dead,
Send forth Thy quickening might abroad,
Till, rising from their tombs, they spread
In full array,-the host of God!
" Thy heritage lies desolate,
And all Thy pleasant places mourn ;
Oh, look upon our low estate,
In loving-kindness, Lord, return!
" Now let Thy glory be revealed,
Now let Thy presence with us rest;
Oh, heal us, and we shall be healed!
Oh, bless us, and we shall be blest! "
(Dr. H. Bona,.,)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,

(Thomas H O1.l{Jhton).

IT is not the distance of the earth from the sun, nor the sun withdrawing itself, that makes a dark and gloomy day, but the interposition
of clouds and vaporous exhalations. Neither is the soul beyond the
reach of the promise, nor doth God withdraw Himself, but the vapours
of thy carnal, unbelieving heart do cloud thee. It is said of one place,
" Christ did not many mighty works there." Why so 1 For want of
power in Him 1 Not at all, but merely want of faith in them-it was
" because of their unbelief. "-John Owen, 1649.
17
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WELLSPRINGS.
" But Christ as a Son over His own house,. whose house are
fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope, firm
. . . For we are made partakers of Ohrist, if we hold
of our confidence steadfast unto the end."-HEBREws

we, if we hold
unto the end.
the beginning
iii. 6, 14.

THIS third chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews is a lovely picture of
a household, a household over which the Lord and Master of the
House Himself presides; a family scene, with brethren walking
together in holiness, Christ being the Elder Brother. The building is
of God and the Headship appertains to Christ. "Christ, as a Son
over His own house," His house by purchase, His by taking upon Him
our flesh and identifying Himself with His members in that Oneness
which is beyond the understanding of angels and the redeemed!
Love rules and reigns, and all the members are" knit together" in
Christ their Living Head. This, then, in brief, is the fair picture the
apostle is depicting. The characters he is addressing are "holy
brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling," and this at once and for
all silences any suggestion of contingency, dependable upon any of the
members of this house. The little word" if" leaves no room for
caprice or will of man; compliance or rejection. It spells nothing of
uncertainty or conditional salvation. It indicates just the opposite,
and is often used in Holy Scripture for a certain and sure evidence.
The apostle in addressing his Colossian brethren, "the saints and
faithful brethren in Christ at Colosse," uses this little conjunction, " If
ye then be risen with Christ," etc. He is basing his apostolic exhortation upon the ground that they are risen with Christ, and therefore,
" Since ye then be risen with Christ," make it evident in your lives, in
your holy deportment, your forsaking the world, your longings and
aspirations after holiness, your desires after increasing love to Him,
and your closer walk with Him. " Seek those things which are above,"
etc. The patriarch Jacob used this little word" if " whilst in reality
he was declaring the certainty of the promised word of his Connant
God. The Lord J ehovah had met him and spoken to him in the vision
of the" ladder set up on the earth," and said, " Behold I alll with thee,
and will keep thee in all places whithersoever thou goest, and will
bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have
done that which I have spoken to thee of." Now, says the fugitive
Jacob-who believed the promise of the Faithful Promiser-" If ...
since God will be with me, and will keep me in the way," etc. (Gen.
xxviii. 15-22).
It is the assertion of a blessed truth which addresses the Household
of Faith in the words, " if we hold fast," if we hold the beginning of
our confidence. For all the members of Christ will endure, will
hold fast their confidence, not of their own will, but with the apostle
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they are" persuaded that He Who hath begun a good work, will perform it until the day of Jesus Ohrist." There can be no falling from
grace. Not one will be missing; no one's place will be vacant. All
His children, " taught of God," all will be savingly brought in, and all
will be preserved for their inheritance, "kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation."
"Tbough thousand snares enclose bis feet,
Not one shall bold him fagt:
Whatever dangers he may meet,
He shall get safe at last.
U

Not as the world, the Saviour gives;

He is no fickle friend:
When once He loves He never leaves,

But loves him to the end.
"The spirit that would this truth with8tand,
Would pull God'8 temple down:
Wrest Jesu'8 sceptre from His Hand
And spoil Him of His crown.
"Satan might then full victory boast;
The Church might wholly fall;
If one believer may be lost,
It follows, EO may all.
"But Christ in every age has proved
His purchase firm and true.
If this foundation be removed,
What shall the righteous do?"
Let us, with the divine aid, look a little closer into these two verses
under our consideration, and may our profiting appear. In the 6th
verse, "if we hold fast the confidence," the Greek signifies freedom
of speech as characteristic of a frank and fearless mind. And Dr.
Owen beautifully sets this forth when he writes, " These words are a
description of the persons who are the house of Ohrist, from a certain
effect or adjunct of that faith whereby they became so to be. They
are such, and only such, as 'hold fast their confidence and rejoicing
of the hope firm unto the end,' whereby they are distinguished from
temporary professors who may fall away. The 'confidence' here
doth refer unto our 'hope' no less than the 'rejoicing' that
followeth. This is evident from the construction of the words, for
the word 'firm' agreeth not with 'hope' or 'rejoicing' but with
'confidence.' The genuine sense of these words will best appear
from a consideration of the state and condition of the Hebrews at this
time. Their condition was one of persecution, and therefore of danger
of backsliding. Now a hope in us of a blessed immortality and glory
by Jesus Ohrist requireth two things from us. (1) A free, bold, and
open profession of that truth upon which our hope is built, and that
against all dangers and oppositions, for we know that this hope will
never make us ashamed. This is the 'confidence' here mentioned-a
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confident open profession of our hope. (2) An'open opposing of
our hope, or that which is hoped for, unto all difficulties, dangers, and
persecutions, with a holy boasting and glorying, or rejoicing in our
lot and portion, because the foundation of our hope is sure, and the
things we hope for are precious and excellent, and that to the contempt
of everything that ariseth against them. This is the 'rejoicing of our
hope' and here intended."
Then in verse 14. The Greek word for " confidence" has quite a
different meaning. It signifies a standing under, or that which is set
or stands under, a foundation, origin, beginning; hence spoken of
that quality which leads one to stand under, endure or undertake
anything, e.g., of firmness, boldness, confidence. Then the foundation
or ground of this confidence-well-founded trust. So there is both
substance and person I take it set forth in these two verses. And Dr.
Owen, whom we have before quoted, will bear me out in this precious
truth into which we have been inquiring and searching. He saysspeaking of the" confidence" of verse 14--" A present state is here
declared, that which is already wrought and partaken of. How, then,
are we made partakers of Christ 1 It is by our having an interest in
His Nature, by the communications of His Spirit, even as He had in
ours by the assumption of our flesh. It is, then, union with Christ
that is intended, whereby we are made' members of His body, of His
flesh, and of His bones.'" "If we hold the beginning of our confidence
firm unto the end." The gifted expositor goes on to prove the unalterableness of our union with Oh,·ist on account of the faithfulness of the
Covenant of grace, and which enjoins and ensures constancy and
steadfastness and persistency, all in evidence of the believer's union
with Christ. Thus we see the beauty of this second use of the word
in indicating Substance and Person. The Substance is that which lies
under or is at the root of a matter which wins our confidence. The
Person is the Superstructure which really exists out of sight and is the
essence of the matter. "Whom having not seen ye love; in '''hom,
though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory."
It is because He is Who and What He is to His children that they
confide in Him. We never place our confidence in an earthly person
whom we cannot trust as a friend. How much more then does the
Heavenly Friend, Whose faithfnlness and love are unchangeable, win
and claim our confidence. We thus rejoice in the blessedness of those
who trust in the Lord. It is because the saints are dealt with in Covenant; it is because their Covenant God declares His I wills and you
shaUs that their confidence remains unbroken, steadfast, firm unto the
end. True, they tremble, shake, and change a thousand times, but it
makes no difference to His sworn word. Look at that lovely cluster of
I wills in Jer. xxxii., and see how all things are wrapped up there,
that because He will do all these things for them, they will be preserved for the blessing and not depart from Him. "I will put My fear
in their hearts, and they shall not turn away from Me." Oh, tltis word
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Confidence is a lovely word. It is stripped of all creature boasting
and self-righteousness. It fastens upon a precious Eliakim given as
" a nail in a sure place," and Who alone shall have all the glory of His
people's salvation hung upon Him, Who alone is worthy.
COIifident is a Pauline word. The apostle writes to his beloved
" saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi," "being confident of
this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." Paul taught no half-andhalf salvation. He gave no place for ifs and contingencies in his
teaching, but he could always and ever rejoice that the salvation of
his and their Covenant-making and Covenant-keeping God was worthy
of their King. It was mighty, inviolable, complete.
It was not his trust but Jesus' power which he trusted. It was not
his faith but the faithful Promiser of Whom he made his boast.
" According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus
our Lord, in Whom we have boldness and access with confidence by
the faith of Him" (Eph. iii. 12). It was this holy boldness with
which he was equipped as a minister and herald of the everlasting
Gospel when he went forth "preaching the kingdom of God, and
teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all
confidence, no man forbidding him" (Acts xxviii. 31), and which
worked confidence in his heart toward his grace-taught brethren,
enabling him to testify of them, "we have confidence in the Lord
touching you" (2 Thess. iii. 4), and, again, " having confidence in you
all, that my joy is the joy of you all " (2 Cor. ii. 3). David, the sweet.
Psalmist, could likewise rejoice in this holy confidence. "In this will
I be confident," says he. Though his enemies may come as a host for
munbers to fall upon him, they will stumble and fall, whilst his confident desire will not miscarry, and he will " dwell in the house of the
Lord for ever." The Lord, their Stronghold, is ever the Confidence
of His people. "For the Lord shall be thy Confidence." "In the
fear of the Lord is strong confidence, and His people shall have a place
of refuge."
But the child of God, who daily drags about with him " this body
of sin and death," and who mourns this evil heart of unhelief, cries
out, " Oh, wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me 1" But he
has likewise an inwrought faith and hope which enables him also to
cry with rejoicing, "I thank God through Jesus Christ my Lord."
That was Paul's" confidence and rejoicing of the hope firm unto the
end" in spite of every foe and obstacle, and it will be yours and mine,
dear grace-constrained and grace-kept reader in His mercy, as " partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast
unto the end."
Then there are such adverse winds which toss our frail bark and
leave us well-nigh stranded or shipwrecked. The enemy comes in
like a flood, and faith, always low, weak, and faint, is not discernible.
All these fears beset us, but the end of the cable is hope, which may
seem well-nigh slipped in our fears, is fastened within the veil, and
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that is why His children's confidence will hold fast and be steadfast
unto the end.
And there are Providences which may seem to be so much against
us, mysterious leadings and dealings, darkening clouds, and a hidden
way. The once sweet friendships are now no longer our enjoyment,
and as " a sparrow alone" we sit musing of other and happier days
when the candle of the Lord shone upon our heads.
These things are all blessings in disguise. They are humbling
lessons, but they bring Christ-exalting results, and fix our hope the
more firmly and more steadfastly.
They shake our every prop from under us that we may" hold fast
the confidence, and the rejoicing of the hope, firm unto the end." The
love of Jesus never changes, never grows old! "Having loved His
own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end."
And then there is a dear child of God saying within himself-" Yes.
I may be brought through and out of all these trials, but there is still
one great and the greatest of all enemies to meet, and all my lifetime
I have been subject to bondage through fear of death. How shall I
meet him 1 He will have me then. How will it be with me then in
the swellings of Jordan 1" Hast thou forgotten, dear child of God,
that thy Lord of Life and Immortality has gone through it before
thee, and for thee, and now sends death to kill the last remaining
sin in you 1 Because Jesus" ever liveth " He will revive His saints.
"With my dead Body they shall arise." Dr. Hawker puts it so beautifully in one of his" Portions." "It is true, death in itself is not
desirable: but if only by dying thou canst enjoy Jesus; and if only
by dying this body will lose its corruptions; if the grave hath a commission from thy Jesus to destroy that part only of thy body which
is corrupt, and at the same time act as a preserver of that part, which
Jesus at the last day will raise up to glory, etc. . . . Oh, then, from
henceforth never my soul look at death any more but as thy kind
friend."
Yes, in this also, every child of God will hold fast his confidence firm
unto the end; will endure unto the end and will be saved. As surely
as the children of Israel" passed clean over Jordan" and not a hoof
was left behind, so every redeemed son and daughter of the Lord God
Almighty will be borne through the swellings of Jordan, and they
will sing redemption's sweet story on the other shore. Then will their
confidence and rejoicing be fully manifested to the eternal glory of
their Covenant-keeping God.

R.

THE PSALMS.
A SPIRITUAL PHRASE-BOOK
FOR TRAVELLERS TO CANAAN.
.
HERE singing hearts sweet praise may learn,
The sorrowing, with its fellows, brood,
The sin-sick mark how sinners yearn ;
J. J. P.
Thus saints find speech for every mood.
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Sermon!:> anll Note!:> of Sermon!:>.
THE PEACE OF GOD.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
"And when He had so said, He shewed unto thetn Hili hands and His
side. Then were the diseiples glad when they saw the Lord."JOHN XX. 20.
(Continued from p. 159).

THEN we next notice how condescending the Lord Jesus is, and how
tender in His methods of dissipating doubt and pacifying fear. You
see what He did ou this occasion, "when He had so said "-when He
had said "Peace"-"He shewed unto them His hauds and His side."
Now His object iu doing this was without doubt to give an evidence
that He it was Who stood before them Who of late-their blessed Lord
and Master-had been crucified and slain. That His blessed body
still bore the scars of those wounds appears by what follows a week
later. He said to Thomas, "Reach hither thy finger, and behold My
hands, and reach hither thy hand and thrust it into My side." Thomas
had previously said in the Lord's absence, "I must put my fingers into
the print of the nails and put my hand into the wound in His side before
I can believe that He is risen from the dead." The Lord knew the
thoughts of that poor heart, as He knows to-day your doubts and fears,
and He takes them into account, and the next time He meets you He
has something to say about the matter, He has some suitable word to
give you, some help, some light, some consolation, some interpretation
of your diffieulties as in the case of Thomas. A week later, immediately
when Jesus and Thomas met together, Jesus said, "Thomas, reach
hither thy finger," echoing the words of the poor doubting disciple.
And so on this occasion the Lord uncovers His side, "Behold My side,"
that side where the Roman soldier's spear had pierced, according to
prophetie Scripture, "They pierced My hands and My feet." "They
shall look on Him Whom they pierced." Out of His side forthwith
upon the piercing there flowed forth blood and water, certifying the
reality of His death. Now, if you remember, on Thursday evening
when we met for worship, I was led to speak about the wonderful way
in which God produced the first woman Eve, whose name signifies
"living." How she-unlike Adam-was builded, whereas he was
created. God created man, but woman was a living bone in his side.
God cast the man into a deep slumber and opened his side, and took
thence a living bone, of which He builded a woman, a type of the
Church, the Body of Christ, the help meet for Him. And so the side of
the last Adam was opened. Why 1 For me, for you, fellow-believers,
for the Church of God, that she might be builded thereby, that she
might become His Bride, the Lamb's wife in due time, by the grace
of the Holy Ghost, so that Christ should be able to look into her face
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and say, "This is now bone of My bone," recognizing Himself in His
people. He showed them His side-I do not know whether they spiritually apprehended the teaching of the act of our blessed Lord; but be
that as it may, you see it was put on the record of Holy Scripture that
the blessed Spirit might in after ages open up the teaching of that significant act of our Lord. And He showed them His hands, those same
blessed hands that used to be laid on lepers to cleanse them, the samc
hands that took little children up, the same hands that were laid upon
them when He blessed them, the same hands that were always ready
to help, in the tenderness of His tender pity and compassion, the needy
who sought His mercy-these hands He exposed to His fearing disciples
in order to identify Himself with the Saviour He had been hitherto.
The Lord, you see, will speak, and He will condescend to anything
rather than that His people should abide in doubt. If, therefore, you
and I have doubts of any kind, oh, how wise would it be that we should
wait on the Lord to show us His hands. He can make plain that which
is difficult, He can interpret for us that which seems inexplicable,
so mysterious, and which so staggers our faith. Who teaches like
Him for tenderness 1 Who for wisdom 1 Who for sympathy 1 Oh,
were we more at His feet,. fellow-believers, we were better taught.
Were we more habitually seated, as Mary once was, at the feet of Jesus,
hearing the gracious words that proceeded out of His mouth, how much
more apt to teach others should we ourselves be. Yes, our Lord
was full of sympathy for those humble-hearted, slow-learning ones.
He had no sympathy for their doubts, He had real sympathy for the
doubters. You know He has no sympathy for our unbelief, but He
has great sympathy for us poor unbelievers,-oh, it is a blessed, real,
sympathy. Just as I might intensify that observation by saying the
Lord has no sympathy with our sins, but He has great sympathy with
us poor sinners, and so He deals with us as One Whose compassion is
worthy of Himself Who is the Great High Priest, the Priest Who can
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. Then I presume that
Jesus knew that these His disciples were desirous of realizing His
resurrection, and if there be in your hearts-in my heart---a desire
after Jesus and the truth which centres in Him, He knows that and
He will encourage that desire. Oh, friends, may we ever be kept from
despising the day of small things in our soul's experience. Oh, let us
bless Him for any hunger or thirst that we may have after righteousness.

And then I notice what a touching example this is of the selfsacrifice of Jesus that He should have uncovered His blessed side and
showed that scar, and His hands, and have revealed those wounds,
because you know the day of His humiliation was now over, as I endeavoured to enforce a few days ago from this pulpit. When Christ rose
from the dead He entered upon His royal, His Kingly office. The
days of His humiliation were past, He was no longer under the law, He
had fulfilled that, He is now the free Man. He has accomplished all
the Father gave Him to do, He is now claiming His Father's promises,
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namely, to exalt Him and to give Him a Name above every name
that is named even in Heaven itself. Yet you see though this method
of teaching seems to humble Himself-.oh, it is enough to melt the
coldest of our hearts when we think of His readiness thus to stoop
again to the needs of His disciples. And so I think of Him this morning
-do you 1-as thus seated at the Father's right hand full of tenderness and loving compassion for His poor, doubting, unbelieving disciples.
We need such a Saviour, we need such a Teacher, such a Master, and
in Him we have a perfect Master, a perfect Teacher, a perfect Lord
and Brother born for us to meet all our necessities.
Then the effect-the disciples were glad. Glad when they saw the
wounds 1 "Then were the disciples glad "-when they saw His blessed
side 1 When they saw the lately pierced hands and the marks of shame
they bore 1 Were they glad of this 1 When were the disciples glad 1
When they saw the Lord Whose wounds these were. No, I think the
effect of the sight of those wounds must have been the opposite of
gladness. They must have said to themselves, It was I that pierced
those blessed hands. It was the spear of my sins that pierced His holy
side. Oh, it must have humbled them to the dust to see that love of
His~redeeming love-expressed in those wounds.
Does it draw
you to Him 1 Yes, in proportion as we realize that He died for us,
each for himself, that He loved me, and that He gave Himself for me.
Oh, that sight of personal redemption, of personal salvation at the cost
of His blood, how it endears Him to our souls. Oh, we feel we can
never, never love Hiln as we ought, we can never serve Him as we
would. As I have said lately I feel still, dear friends, there are times
when I look upon myself as having caused my blessed Lord's wounds,
and as I think of myself and think of Him, I marvel.
They saw the Lord. Have you seen Him! And what was the
effect when your faith first saw Him, your Saviour! You were unable
at first to call Him your own; but when first the Spirit bore witness
with your spirit that you too were children of God, you can never forget
that experience. But oh, dear children of God, what will that experience be when we see Him no longer with the mere eye of faith, but
see Him as He is! As Job speaks of Him, "I shall see Him for myself,
and not another, but my eye shall see." Now I am not curious to know
whether these marks are perpetual in His resurrection body; I say I
am not curious to know it, I leave that. It will not be my inquiry,
"W'here are the wounds! " when I meet Him face to face; no, but
the impulse of my redeemed soul will be to get as near to Himself as
possible. "Nearer, my Lord, to Thee, nearer to Thee," will be the
song of eternity in the case of those who truly love the Lord Jesus.
Now, may the Lord bless His Word, for Christ's sake. Amen.
LET no man trust in the intercession or merits of the Saints, because,
except he hold the same faith, justice, and truth which they held,
he cannot be saved.-Bp. Glawiiu8 of Turin, A.D. 818.
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STRENGTH, SONG, SALVATION.

" THE Lord is my strength and song, and is become my salvation"
(Psa. cxviii. 14). This trinity of our Covenant God's dealings with His
people is referred to in otber passages, notably Exodus xv. 2 and
Isaiah xii. 2. And the attributes are always in the same order,
strength, song, salvation. Thus we gather that thus repeated they have
a special emphasis for the one family of God. Many times are they
proved in the experience of believers. May the Holy Spirit Himself
lead us in meditation on the subject.
"My strength." How often, dear child of God, have you proved
this ~ In time of dire distress, it may be of soul conflict, it may be by
the outward attacks of the enemies of God, or the inward assaults of
the arch enemy; it 'may be on account of the way seeming to be
hedged in with difficulties on all sides; it may be because of d e e p depression; it may be weakness of will or weakness of body-but
whatever be the cause of impotence, the Lord has been your strength
and brought you through. He has been the strength, the Upholder,
the Contender for you. And this Strong One-" Will He plead against
me with His great power 1 No; but He would put strength in me"
(Job. xxiii. 6). What a wonderful word this is, Plit strength in me.
Even more wonderful is the assertion, "My strength is made perfect
in weakness." I think the meaning may be, " My strength is developed
or manifested in thy weakness." So thy need, dear child of God, will
reveal to thee His fulness, His boundless capacity. "The Lord is my
strength." The primary meaning of this expression is doubtless the
overcoming of enemies. Thus in Psa. cxviii. the expression, "They
compassed me about," is thrice repeated, and previously the Psalmist's
words were, " The Lord is on my side; I will not fear: what can man
do unto me ~ The Lord taketh my part with them that help me."
Then in Exod. xv. 2, in the song of Moses and the children of Israel,
they said, "I will sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea." And
in Isa. xii. 2 we read, "Though Thou wast angry with me, Thine
anger is turned away, and Thou comfortest me." This would seem
to inclicate knowledge of sin and God's clispleasure, but the Lord
became his strength. He took away his fear, so that he was enabled
to exclaim, "I will trust and not be afraid."
Strength, ah! what a world of power in that word strength; for
it is the almighty power of an Omnipotent God exercised on behalf of
His weak people, who in Christ are strong. Blessed position, leaning
upon her Beloved, on His strong arm, and deriving strength from
His strong right hand. "Love is strong as death." "Many waters
cannot quench love." The floods of wrath and sin that His beloved
contracted clid not quench His love. He gave " all the substance of
His house for love," descencling from His home to give to His own
redeemed all the substance of His house. "In My Father's house
are many mansions. I go to prepare a place for you." "The glory
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which Thou gavest Me I have given them." Covenanted in eternity
before the world was, continued through endless ages, the Loving and
the loved possessing all things. Verily in Christ we stand adoring,
astonished, overawed by the matchless strength of His stupendous
love.
Further, the Lord is my song. See in Isa. xii. 2, " The Lord J elwvah
is my strength and my song." Jehovah, the self-existent One,
reveals Himself, and indeed in so revealing becomes "my song."
Beholding Him I can only praise. "0 My dove," He says (in herself
most faulty, in Him" blameless and harmless," the very character of
the dove), "0 My dove, let Me hear thy voice." He bends down
from His throne in heaven to listen to her weak but loving praise,
and to feel her leaning upon Him as she raises her song. "Sweet is
thy voice," He whispers to her, and she responds as she trills the story
of His love and strength in song, " His mouth is most sweet, yea, He
is altogether lovely." We read in Zeph. iii. 17, " He will joy over thee
with singing." And oh! dear Christ-loved soul, you and I can say
of this joyous Singer, " This is my Beloved and this is my Friend."
Yes, since we've companied with Him and sipped (only sipped as
yet, so inexhaustible is the fountain of the incomparable, magnetic
love that conquered sin, death, and hell for us, and holds us fast in
His embrace till He shall bring us to eternal glory); verily naught but
song should fill our hearts and lips. Note the personality, "He is
my song," and this should unceasingly ascend to His loving, listening
ears.

This leads us to the third part, salvation. "He is become my
salvation." This expression occurs in all the three portions of Scripture to which we have referred. "Is become." Jesus Himself, He
is my saJvation. He has died, the Just for the unjust, and thus
secured me in His own Person from all the penalties of the fiery law
and from my transgressions and deep-dyed sins. It is a past, present,
and future salvation. I may here quote from a scholarly description
of the word salvation. "The Hebrew and Greek words for salvation
imply the ideas of deliverance, safety, preservation, healing, and
soundness. Salvation is the great inclusive word of the Gospel,
gathering into itself all the redemptive acts and processes: as
justification, redemption, grace, propitiation, imputation, jO'fgiveness,
sanctification, and glorification. Salvation is in three tenses: (1)
The believer has been saved from the guilt and penalty of sin;
(2) The believer is being saved from the habit and dominion of sin; (3)
The believer is to be saved in the sense of entire conformity to
Christ. Salvation is by grace through faitb, is a free gift and wholly
without works. The Divine order is: first salvation and then works
(Ephes. ii. 9)."
" Salvation I oh! the joyful sound:
'Tis mUAic in mine ears,"

and thrilling music in my heart.
Dear child of God, take this language of Moses and the children of
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Israel, and of the Psalmist, and of Isaiah into thy mouth as the
expression of thy heart, and rejoice in thy strength, thy song, and thy
salvation. Salvation is all of grace. We owe it all to our precious
Redeemer, Jesus whose very name proclaims His office and work.
" He shall save His people from their sins." Sin is thy burden, child
of God. Thou canst not live in harmony with sin. It assails thee.
It is hateful to thee. It toill assert itself in thy Adam nature, while
in thy renewed nature thou art fighting against it; for it wars against
the Christ Who is in thee. But," be of good cheer; I have overcome,"
He says, and in Him shalt thou triumph also. "Be of good checr;
Christ is near and thou art dear." United to Him in eternal bonds,
" Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for
the Lord J ehova.h is my strength and my song; He also is become
(not merely shall be, but is) my salvation. Therefore (because of this)
with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation."
U

Hejoice, believer, in the Lord;
He makes YOU1" cause His o·wn."
J ETITE .

THE PASSOVER.
THE Passover, the rite which J ehovah instituted for Israel's observance as a token of their redemption from Egyptian bondage, on the
night when "the Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt"
(Exodus xii. 29), was eminently typical. Let us note some of the
more prominent features of the type.
1. The Paschal Jamb prefigured the Lord Jesus Christ, as is clear
from the apostle John's citation of Exodus xii. 46, "For these things
were done, that the Scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of Him shall
not be broken" (John xix. 36). In 1 Peter i. 18 R.V., we read, "Knowing that ye were redeemed, not with corruptible things, witb silver
or gold, from your vain manner of life handed down from your fathers;
but with precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without
spot, even the blood of Christ." Here, too, there seems to be a special
reference to the Passover lamb, as well as a reference to the other Old
Testament sacrifices of lambs; as also in the words of John the Baptist,
indicating Jesus: "Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the
sin of the world" (John i. 29), and again (verse 36), "Behold the
Lamb of God."
2. "Your lamb shall be without blemish" (Exodus xii. 5). Only
such could be a fitting type of the Lamb of God, "without blemish
and without spot."
Only that "Holy One," who "knew no sin," who was "Holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners," conld make atonement for
sinful, guilty men, and this He did when He was" brought as a lamb
to the slaughter," and "gave Himself for our sins" (Gal. i. 4).
3. The Paschal lamb, which was slain, was a type of the propitiatory
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is certain from the Holy

,
The Gospel Magazine

257

Spirit's words (1 Cor. v. 7), "Christ our passover is sacrificed for us,"
or, as translated in the R.V., "For our passover also hath been sacrificed,
even Christ." It is plain from this Scripture, and its context, that the
Paschal Iamb was slain as a sacrifice, though the fact does not rest
upon this text only, for it is expressly stated to have been such in
Exodus xxxiv. 35, "Neither shall the sacrifice of the feast of the passover be left until the morning," as also in Deut. xvi. 2, "Thou shalt
therefore sacrifice the passover unto the Lord thy God, of the flock
and the herd, in the place which the Lord shall choose to place His
name there."
We see, then, that the Passover Iamb was slain as an Old Testament
sacrifice, signifying, typically, redemption by death, as the Lord surely
intimated, when, at the last Passover Supper with His Disciples, "He
took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye
all of it. For this is (represents) My blood of the new testament (or
covenant), which is shed for many for (or unto) the remission of sins"
(Matt. xxvi. 27, 28).
This truth of redemption by "precious blood," even that of "the
Beloved: in Whom we have our redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of our sins, according to the riches of His grace," is like
a. scarlet thread running through the warp and woof of the Holy
Scripture.
4. It was necessary for the due observance of God's command, and
for the safety of the people of Israel, that the Passover lamh should
be eaten. '''fhey shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and
unleavened hread; and with bitter herhs they shall eat it" (Exodus
xii. 8). So, Christ must be fed upon, in the heart, by faith, by His
people, in order to their salvation from the bandage of sin and Satan;
and that with true repentance, that "Godly sorrow" that" workcth
repentance to salvation not to be repented of " (2 Cor. vii. 10).
Moreover, it was enjoined, "They shall take of the blood, and strike
it on the two side posts, and on the upper door post of the houses,
wherein they shall eat it" (Exodus xii. 7). A deeply-taught man of God
says, "It seems to me that there is much meaning in the direction
given, that it was to be sprinkled upon the lintel and upon the two
side-posts. An arch of blood, if I may say so, is thrown around the
believer in Jesus. The blood was not to be sprinkled upon the threshold, where it might be trodden under foot, as if it were of no value.
I love to think that the blood of Christ has accomplished that for which
it was shed; and that this precious blood sprinkled upon the soul
saves the man; it' saves to the uttermost all that come unto God
through Christ.'''
In Heb. xi. 28, where the Passover is referred to, the" sprinkling of
blood" is specifically named as preserving Israel from the destroyer of
the fustborn. For, the blood is the life, as it is written (Lev. xvii. 11),
"The life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon
the altar, to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood
that maketh an atonement for the soul." and it is by blood-shedding,
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by the laying down of life-by death-by the death of Him who" became
flesh" in order that He might" die for our sins, according to the Scriptures," that the salvation of the whole election of grace is secured,
for " He was delivered for our transgressions, and raised again for
our justification."
The sprinkling of the. blood was an evidence of the Passover lamb
having been slain, according to God's command. It was a proof that
J ehovah's Word had been believed, and acted upon, and so He said,
'~When I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not
be upon you to destroy you" (Exodus xii. 13). John Kent wrote:"The Paschal lamb which Israel slew,
Ye seed of Jacob, speaks to you;
Holds JeRus forth, from blemish free,
Whose blood's a peaceful sign to thee.
11

If sprinkled o'er thy conscience now I

HolV greatly loved and bless'd art thon;
Thousands there are, who never see

The peaceful sign made known to thee."
It is a wonderful thought that the Passover was observed, year by
year, according to the Lord'13 command, down to the time of Christ,
Who, at the Passover with His disciples, before His betrayal and death,
institnted His Supper, in which bread is eaten, and wine is drunk, in
remembrance of His body given, and His blood shed for the remission
of sins, fulfilling the Passover type. And this Supper has been continually observed by the Church of God and will be until the end of
the age, as wrote the apostle: "As often as ye eat this bread, and
drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come" (1 Cor.
xi. 26).
5. The faith of Moses is remarkable, as is noted in Heb. xi. 28,
"Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood" ;
as is also the faith of the children of Israel, who believed God, and His
Word spoken-by His servant Moses. When we review all the circumstances, we cannot but conclude that it was a Divinely-imparted faith,
as all saving faith is.
With the faith of Moses and the Israelites we may contrast the
unbelief of the Egyptians. No doubt they thought themselves secure,
and scoffed at the strange doings of the Israelites. They heeded not
the Word of the Lord, spoken by Moses and Aaron. Yet, at midnight, "there was a great cry in Egypt." As foretold, "there was
not a house where there was not one dead" !
Even so now, God's Word is despised and rejected; the antitypical
truth of the ordinance of the Passover, redemption and salvation by
the blood of Christ, is scoffed at by "the wisdom of this world," and
by many preachers and teachers in "the Church." "The preaching
of the cross is to them that perish, foolishness; but unto us which are
saved, it is the power of God" (1 Cor. i. 18). But God's Word will be
fulfilled. Judgment, though long delayed, will assuredly come. When
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the men of the world "are saying, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child;
and they shall not escape" (1 Thess. v. 3).
Mal'shall (Sa,sk.), Canada.
ROBERT J. NOYES, B.D.
QUESTIONS PROPOUNDED IN HOLY WRIT.-XII.
"And now, Lord, what wait I for? my lwpe is in Thee."-Ps. xxxix. 7.
THE Psalmist, after an acknowledgment of the heavy burdeu of his
iniquities, his feebleness and broken condition, and the strength of his
numerous enemies (Psa. xxxviii. 4, 8, and 19), even in the midst of these
opposing forces and sorrow, is enabled to cry to the Lord, "Lord, all
my desire is before Thee; and'my groaning is not hid from Thee," and
"In Thee, 0 Lord, do I hope: Thou wilt hear, 0 Lord my God" (Psa.
xxxviii. 9 and 15).
In all the various resources of grace bestowed upon God's children
(which are numerous and bountiful) the lovingkindness, faithfulness,
and tender mercies of the Lord are richly displayed for their comfort,
instruction, and establishment in the truths of the Covenant of
Jehovah's love, Hence in David's prayers it is manifest that intercourse by prayer and supplication was as balm to his guilty and repentant heart and conscience. Repentance and godly sorrow on account
of sin is a blessed earnest of forgiveness and of hope in the mercy of
God, through Jesus Christ revealed to all whom God the Holy Ghost
has regenerated and quickened into spiritual life. Is it not marvellous
grace that confession by such, to God oUI Heavenly Father, of sins
and transgressions which we dare not confess even to our nearest and
dearest upon earth, is made a healing grace to poor wounded and
contrite sinners 1 0 what Divine encouragement for prayer, though
it may be broken and ejaculatory. "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth
oUI infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered" (Rom. viii. 26).
After all his experience of the universal vanity of man, and of his
entire dependence upon the mercy of the Lord, described in the preceding context, David in the language of the text exclaims, "And now,
Lord, what wait I for 1 " as much as to say, all else but Thee are fleeting
shadows, the things of this life are not worth waiting for; therefore he
adds, "My hope is in Thee." It is an infinite mercy to be brought
to this decision and to be made a waiter for God's salvation.
11

For heav'n alone my heart prepare,

And have my conversation there." (7'OlJ1ady).
The subject matter of the text is twofold; may the Holy Spirit grant
His power and blessing in meditating thereon :1. The Psalmist's inquiry concerning that for which he is waiting:
"And now, Lord, what wait I for 1 "
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2. The ground of his hope with regard to the future: "My hope is
in Thee."
David puts a vitally important question to the Lord in the spirit of
prayer when he asks Him for renewed manifestations of the glories of
his future state; for the Lord had heretofore revealed to him thereof,
and to them therefore he was not a stranger. In this respect a likeness is seen between him and God's people in all subsequent ages, for
they need the Holy Spirit's confirmation in the things of God again
and again. "Wilt Thou not revive us again: that Thy people may
rejoice in Thee 1 " (Psa. lxxxv. 6).
Mark tells us (chap. x. I) that Christ" as He was wont He taught
them again." Where this spirit of waiting on the Lord is implanted
there will be a continual waiting at the door posts of God's promises.
In Proverbs viii. 34, where the Lord Jesus Christ is set forth in the
attribute of Wisdom, we see the blessedness of these spiritual waiters:
"Blessed is the man that heareth Me (Wisdom), watching daily at
My gates, waiting at the posts of My doors."
A view by faith of the things for which he is waiting inspired David
with hope as to his prospects for eternity; although often in the valley
of sorrow and doubt, even this place is made to him a place of decision.
"For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith"
(Gal. v. 5).
In the preceding part of this psalm David acknowledges his frailty,
and that his age was as nothing before the Lord, and that" every man
at his best estate is altogether vanity." He looks away from all the
fleeting things of time to the eternal verities of the everlasting covenant of J ehovah's love, and in a sanctified spirit cries to Him, "My
hope is in Thee." Inquire into some of these blessed truths revealed
in the Scriptures of Truth and sealed home to the hearts and consciences of all God's family, and see the wondrously beautiful order
of the Lord's plan of salvation. Before a soul can be inspired with
this heavenly hope there must be the new birth implanted by the
Holy Spirit. This vital truth is prominent in the lives of the Old
Testament saints as well as of the New Testament saints. In Deut.
xxx. 6, we read, "And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart,
and the heart of thy seed,- to love the Lord thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live."
Our Lord Himself taught the necessity of regeneration, when He
said to Nicodemus (John iii. 3, 5, and 7), "Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." "Marvel
not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again."
With the new birth conviction of sin takes place, and the Lord in
His own time and manner bestows the grace of Hope in His mercy.
The mysterious operations of the Lord, the Spirit, shine forth in the
lives of some of God's servants, whilst to our poor finite perception
this work of grace is hidden from our view in the case of many of His

The Gospel Magazine

261

children not only from others but from themselves. "Now the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound
in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost" (Rom. xv. 13).
The regenerated heart is prepared for receiving the gifts of the Holy
Spirit to the renouncing of all confidence in the flesh. "Behold, the
eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him, upon them that hope in
His mercy" (Psa. xxxiii. 18).
What glories are revealed in God's most Holy Word of the Hope
for which David waited and trusted in the Lord. "Now our Lord
Jesus Christ Himself, and God, even our Father, Which hath loved us,
and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through
grace."
By our Lord Jesus Christ we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
"By Whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God" (Rom. v. 2).
The promise of eternal life was made by God the Father before the
world began. "In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world began" (Titus i. 2).
Herein we behold the Divine mystery made manifest to the people
of God, "Christ in you the Hope of glory." "To whom God would
make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among
the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Col. i. 27).
"My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness:
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
ALL other ground is sinking sand." (E. Mote.)
St. Leonards-on-Sea.
EBENEZER CARR.

THE SONS OF KORAH.
ELEVEN of the Psalms are dedicated to "the sons of Korah." Who
were they? Their history is intensely interesting and instructive,
abounding in rich sovereign grace and mercy. Let us trace it.
In Numbers xvi. is recorded the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram, with two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, against
the authority of Moses and the priesthood of Aaron. The wrath of
God fell upon the rebels, and consumed them. But in a later chapter
(xxvi. 10, 11) what is not so plain in the earlier record is made more
plain. "And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up
together with Korah, when that company died, what time the fire
devoured two hundred and fifty men; and they became a sign. Notwithstanding the child"en of Korah died not."
Then, in 1 Chronicles vi. 31-38, we have the appointment of some
of them, of whom Heman was one, "over the service of song in the
house of the Lord." And, in chapter ix., others were appointed to be
IS
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"keepers of the thresholds of the tabernacle, porters of the doors,
keepers of the gates."
Now bring these appointments to Psalm !xxxiv.: "How amiable
are Thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of hosts!" First is noted the blessedness
of those who dwell in God's house. Then the blessedness of those
who are in the way thereto, going through the valley of Baca from
stage to stage, until everyone appears in Zion before God. "For
a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand. I would choose rather
t" sit at the threshold in the house of my God than to dwell in the tents
of wickedness." This very term-the tents of these wicked menis used in the record in Numbers. With what holy, sacred, humble
joy would the favoured sons of Korah stand in the temple and sing
this tenth verse!
And is not this in substance the history of every living soul 1 We
were once by nature the children of wrath, even as the others, condemned to die, dwelling in the tents of earth and sin. But in rich, free,
unmerited grace we were drawn to the tabernacles of J ehovah, and
taught to sing His praise.
"0 80vereign Love, that taught my infant breath

o

The praise of Him to Whow all praise belongs!
mighty Grace, that saved my sonl from death,
And wrote the music of my temple songs 1

"Be mine to dwell within the courts above,
And view the pathway that my feet have trod:
And help to praise the everlasting Love
That made the sons of Korah Bons of God I "
Some of us were brought to the house of God in earliest infancy,
and have been privileged to dwell therein all the days of our life, "to
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple." His
tabernacles are indeed "amiable" to us. His praise fills our hearts
when we trace His sovereign favour; and in His temple everyone
speaks His glory.
This love for the house of God is a prominent family feature. The
swallow knows the times of returning summer: the little brown sparrow
builds her nest where the crumbs are to be found. Something is amiss
with the health of the soul when there is a decline of desire and love
for the multitude that keeps holy day. And when circumstances
prevent our presence with those who are thus gathered together, there
will be the thirsting and fainting for the courts of the Lord felt and
reeorded by David in more than one of his Psalms.
In the autumn of 1870, Mr. Robert Searle, of Two Waters, when
preaching in Lady Lucy Smith's Chapel at Wilford House, near Nottingham, related an incident in the life of his old pastor, Joseph Irons, of
Camberwell. I think it has never appeared in print. One Lord'sday morning, Mr. Irons appeared at the seven o'clock prayer-meeting,
and said: "Friends, you will wonder why I am here. I awoke this
morning at six o'clock, with these words: 'I am come into My garden,
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My sister, My spouse'; and my soul responded: 'Then Lord, I will
come and meet Thee there.' I arose immediately; and that is why
I am here." I give this exactly as I heard it.
Oh, that when all our wilderness murmurings are past, when all our
poor attempts down here to sing His praise shall fail, we may help to
praise Him in the courts above!
Cricklewood.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

KINDNESS AND TRUTH.
VERY manifestly it was out of a really grateful heart that David
thanked the Jabesh-gileadites for their kindness to their fallen kinghis own predecessor (2 Sam. ii. 5). "Blessed be ye of the Lord, that
ye have showed this kindness unto your Lord, even unto Saul, and
have buried him. And now the Lord show kindness and truth unto
you: and I also will reqnite you this kindness, because ye have done
this thing." We may reasonably suppose that the promised" reward"
of David was some place or property in the new kingdom. In any
case they would be remembered royally. And David prayed God to
show them kindness and truth. They had dealt kindly and truly
with Sau!. The burial they carried out could not have been demanded
of them; therefore it was kind of them to arrange it, but Saul was a
king and entitled to honour. Therefore their action was true. If in
a providential way the Lord showed them kindness and truth, they
also would meet with consideration and comfort. They would be
preserved from the scourge of the tongue, and from the deceit and
oppression or violence of wicked men. Happy are the people who
have the Lord for their God in such things, even if only in an inferior
sense and perishing with time. How unspeakably blessed the children
of light who are shown the kindness and truth of " God our Saviour,"
who know from the Lord the Spirit the "mercy and truth" of the
Father and of Christ. His lovingkindness amazes and melts them;
for they, by nature, are unlike Him, and far off from Him. He compassionated them when He saw that they had no intercessor, and in
His love and in His pity He redeemed them. He considers that they
are but dust, "a wind that passes away," and He spares them, and
in His gentleness increases them. But He does all in the beauty of
holiness. He builds them up or establishes them in truth and in
righteousness. He gave His Name to Moses, as merciful and gracious;
but by no means clearing the gnilty. He -does not make light of sin,
or pass it over as if it could be disregarded, or as if in His kindness He
would accept imperfection. It must be to all eternity one of the joys
and unspeakable comforts of the members of the Church to know that
they have been shown, not the kindness only, but the truth of God.
They love His holiness. How could it be otherwise when He is their
Teacher, Who is of purer eyes than to behold iniqnity, Who makes
them like Himself.
There will be no secret fear "in that day" when they behold
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Him as He is, that some of their sins are for a time only covered
over to be brought up again. When J oseph made himself known to
his brethren, he had it all over before he took them unto Pharaoh.
They had sold him into Egypt; but all was past now. There were
no reserves in his mind; all was forgiven and would be forgotten.
They had received his kindness, and it was built up and established
in righteousness. It is one of God's own rejoicings that "mercy
and truth have met together," that" righteousness and peace have
kissed," even as the pillars in Solomon's porch, Jachin and Boaz
(Beauty and Strength), upheld the Temple of God. It was a
prospect set before the waiting Israel (Isa. xvi. 5) that in mercy
Christ's throne would be established, that He would sit upon it in
truth. And amongst His laws was this, that they should "speak
every man the truth to his neighbour, execute the judgment of truth
and peace in your gates." There could not be peace without truth.
With truth there was sure to be peace. So the apostle enjoins in our
Gospel day, "Speak the truth in love." We cannot possibly be speaking in love if it is not the truth we say. We cannot be acting kindly
if we are acting falsely. Abraham asked Sarah to show him kindness
and say that she was his sister. He wanted Abimelech to think that
she was not his wife, and the prevarication seemed a way out of the
difficulty. There was some truth in what he said. And so Abimelech
was deceived as Abraham hoped he would be. But Sarah's " kindness"
bore bitter fruit. "No lie is of the truth," whether spoken or acted.
The deceiver and the deceived are seen and understood entirely by
Him Whose habitation is where the sea of glass is mingled with fire,
and where the pure river is clear as crystal. No one ever, whether
saint or sinner, made anything by departing from the light and seeking
refuge in darkness. Sometimes the fruit of their sin has ripened in
an hour. Sometimes the seed has lain long, but the harvest has been
dust. It is often difficult for us to speak the truth about ourselves.
Either we do not know it, or knowing it do not like it as it militates
against our greatness. But there are depths and riches of kindness
and grace and love in God. Christ was kinder than the Boanerges,
and could not have been less true, though He forbad the fire to come
down from heaven to consume the Samaritans. He was kinder and
truer than the Pharisees, though they could quote the law of Moses.
May we indeed be favoured to be judged by Christ and not be condemned, to know Him as Isaiah did. "The Lord is our Judge; the
Lord is our Lawgiver; the' Lord is our King; He will save us." 1I'Iay
we know Him Whose mercy is from everlasting, and Who, to establish
that mercy, spared not His only Son, spared not Himself, spared not
His blessed Spirit.
FOLLOWER-ON.

"0 MY soul, think how Jesns loved thee--think by what costly
sacrifice He purchased thee, and learn to trust Him more and serve
Him better."-The late Dean Law.

The Gospel Magazine

265

THE SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF OF NECESSITOUS
PROTESTANT MINISTERS, THEIR WIDOWS
AND ORPHANS.
JUBILEE

YEAR.

Tms Society was founded in the year 1872, and its benefits are
extended to those ministers who hold and proclaim "the doctrines
of Free and Sovereign Grace." Since its inception the Society has
relieved 1527 needy cases at an expenditure of £6509. Its management is under the direction of a Committee the members of which" are
well known to be consistent attendants at Gospel Churches, holding
the doctrines of Free and Sovereign Grace." The Society has now
reached its jubilee year, and we are asked to draw the attention of
our readers to its excellent work. We believe that the faithful labourer
is worthy of his hire, but we believe also that many Christians do not
half realize their responsibility in this matter. It is clearly the duty
of God's people to supply the needs of those who minister to them
the precious truths of the Gospel. We warmly commend this Society
to our readers as one of the channels through which they may bring
cheer to godly and faithful ministers. Its Secretary is Mr. J. B.
Colbran, 92, Stapleton Hall Road, Stroud Green, London, N.4.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
The Trustees very gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the
following donations:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Mr. Northern ..
1 0 0 Mr. J. Bentley
140
Mr. E. Thompson
0 4 0 Mrs. J ackson ..
050
Mr. E. Cousens
0 4 0 " A Harborne Reader" 0 5 0
" A Constant Reader" 1 0 0 Mr. A. P. Hands
o 12 0
o 12 0 H A Widow"
Mrs. A. E. Jackson
020
Mr. T. A. Isbell
060
0 1 6 :Mrs. Duncan ..

NONCONFORMISTS AND APOSTASY.
ApOSTASY from truth is by no means confined to the Church of England.
In its issue for May, a monthly paper called Watching and Waiting
contains the following awful illustration of the predicted departure
from the faith. The extract which we cull reads as follows :The Congregational Church at Kingston·on-Thames is using a book
of" Litanies for Public Worship" from which we extract the following.
The first is taken from" A Litany of Illumination" :
Minister: For all sacred Scriptures, for unceasing revelation, for
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perpetual inspiration, for all Bibles of the past, and for the slowly
written Bible of to-day:
People: We praise Thee, 0 Lord.
The second is from " A Missionary Litany" :
Minister: With deep thanksgiving we remember the Pioneers of
Thy Kingdom, the Heralds of Thy Light-however imperfect their
vision, or incomplete their message. For Confucius, for Mahomet, for
Prophets of Israel, and Thinkers of Greece, and Rulers of Rome, and
Sages of India, and Persia, and Egypt:
People: We praise Thee, 0 Lord.
Minister: Above all, Our Father, do we praise Thee that Thou hast
made ·us so, that our deepest nature cries out for Thee, and goes after
Thee with ceaseless seeking. We thank Thee that all human worship,
however blind or blundering, witnesses to the calling of Thy Love;
that heathen altars an!! savage rites, and partial faiths are groping out
for Thee; that wayside shrines and pagan temples, cruel creeds and
fetish fears, are even proofs that we seek Thee, because Thou hast
loved us and found us. And that to us, who have seen the Face of
God in Jesus Christ, is given this Gospel to declare:
People : We praise Thee, 0 Lord.
From" A Litany of the Church" :
Minillter: For men who wrote the Bibles of the race, and men who
preserved the gains of the past, artists and sculptors; Law givers,
and lovers of their fellow men, who built better than they knew, and
kept clear the channels of divine grace amidst the world's enfoulments :
Peopl : We praise Thee, 0 Lord.
[There is much more of a similar unscriptural character in the book,
which is compiled by the Rev. J. C. Harris. At the end the compiler
acknowledges his indebtedness "to the inspiration of Dr. W. E.
Orchard" and to " A Book of Prayers for Students" issued by the
Student Christian Movement. Where are the Congregationalists, as
a body, drifting to 1 We fear to the final apostasy, universal toleration
of error, latitudinarian infidelity, and Antichristian Babylonianism.
Let the Lord's people among them beware 1]

qtornapOnlltnu.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-" The day is at hand." What can we do in the little
while that remains, but labour on to spread the glorious Gospel of
Christ amongst our seamen and soldiers. We therefore invite our
friends to enable us still to cast our bread upon the waters, for it will
be found after many days. An old soldier writes: "I am very grateful
for the parcel of such sound and appropriate literature received.
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Since our last communications, I have been diligently at the Master's
work sowing the good seed and holding forth the word of life. I am
carrying on alone, yet I am not alone, for He is ever with me."
Yours in Gospel bonds,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, May, 1922.

in j)tllemOtlam.
THE LATE REV. ISAAC HAWKER.
(From a Bristol Correspondent.)
THE REVEREND ISAAC HAWKER died in Bristol on April 20th. He
was eighty-seven years of age, and he had been ordained for full sixtytwo years.
.
His mother, gracious though she was, was pensive at the thought
of a child, the eighth of her own, the twentieth of her husband's,
although a good many of them had early found the grave. Her
burden found relief in the prayer, "Lord, order the child."
In early life he lost two fingers of the left hand; this, though it
would have excluded him from the Levitical priesthood, did not
disqualify him as a minister of Christ from turning the sacred pages
or from administering the cup. It was, indeed, one of the steps which
led to his becoming one. He had been intended for farming, but he
was taken from .the sheep fold and was to shepherd souls. He returned
to school, and for a short time was an " usher" in Torquay. He was
then sent to St. Aidan's College, Birkenhead, to be trained for the
ministry.
Among Mr. Hawker's early curacies was that of Charles Church,
Plymouth, his grandfather's church. It was there, a year or two
before he took office, that the Word of God came to him as good seed
into. good ground, and he could thenceforth give a date to his converSIOll.

A visitor to Plymouth in 1864 reports (vide GOSPEL MAGAZL'lE for
that year) that he heard in Charles Church a grandson of Dr. Hawker
preach, and" we almost felt as if we were listening to the grandsire
himself, and shall we not hope and pray and believe that as one was
made such a blessing to the Church and family of God, so the other
is now raised up to proclaim through a long life, for the gathering in
of the lost sheep and the building up of those gathered in, the unsearchable riches of Christ, the Covenanted mercies of the Triune
Jehovah."
It was a matter of deep thankfulness to 1I'lr. Hawker that continuously for one hundred and forty years those of his name had ministered
in the Church, and to one intimate with him he wrote, "I cannot
fully express my gratitude to the Lord for so using us. Even I have been
proved to have been used by Him as His messenger. He has given
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me a message and sent me where He has seen fit, and so has brought
several souls to Himself, through the preaching of Christ Jesus, the
only Name given among men whereby they must be saved."
After the curacy in Charles Church Mr. Hawker was Incumbent
of Charles Chapel. It soon became a separate parish, and Mr. Hawker
called it St. Luke's after Dr. Doudney's church in Bedminster. It
was here that Dr. Doudney preached his last sermon. He was staying
with his son in Plymouth. He went to see Mr. Hawker and longed
to be asked to preach. His mind and heart were full of the past,
when his beloved brother-in-law, Rev. O. D. Doudney, had had Charles
Chapel. So he prayed, "Oh, dear Lord, isn't Hawker going to ask
me to preach 1" Well, Hawker did, and he preached from" Thou
shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee" (Deut.
viii. 2).
Mr. Hawker left Plymouth for Ironbridge, Salop, where he remained
for some time.
Once, and for some time, he was in much darkness and difficulty
as to what he ought to do. He was at his wits' end, when the words
came to him, "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
temptation." All was made plain very soon after. In a month, all
the difficulty had gone. He was versed in the trial of faith and turned
often to the lessons of such incidents as the stone rolled away, or the
Jordan holding back at the feet of the priests. The curative power
of the Word he proved late in life; for when he thought that infirmity
had closed his preaching he found all the burden taken away for a
time by the promise, "The Lord shall guide thee continually."
In later years he settled for a while in Weston-super-Mare, and,
still occupying himself in the ministry, served as he had opportunity,
as, for instance, in the beautiful village of Kewstoke, during an " interegnum." Thus it was when health failed the late Rev. James
Ormiston, the services of St. l\,[ary-le-Port, Bristol, came into his
hands. This, the St. Luke's summer of his miuistry, lasted for several
years, until the appointment of the present Rector, the Rev. A. J.
Day.
Mr. Hawker acquired a house in Bristol, and there, amongst family
portraits, hung up the noble picture of his grandfather, the venerable
name before mentioned-Dr. Robert Hawker.
In his study also he had a whole bookcase given up to his grandfather's books, and these he read and valued.
Mr. Hawker was tall, of bold and weather-beaten face, as if a fisherman from Galilee; his voice was strong, his address homely and
cordial. Like the fisherman he spread his net; but to catch men, for he
had a love of souls, and would waylay his flock with simple parable
and expostulation.
One remembers with thankfulness the help which came through him
one Easter, when sin and misery seemed dominant in the world. One
caught from his simple faith the hope which comes from Christ risen
and triumphant.

•
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One also remembers the fervour of his Communions and the peculiar
emphasis in his voice, as he read, "It is very meet, right, and our
bounden duty, that we should . . . give thanks unto Thee, 0 Lord."
Mr. Hawker did not court prizes in his long career. He was proud
that Bishop Percival had taken cordially the gift of his grandfather's
Morning and Evening Portions. Of Bishop Philpot, of Exeter, he
told this story against himself. He approached the bishop with a
request for a certain vacant living. "For your own good, or the good
of the parish ~ " queried the bishop. "Perhaps, my lord, for both,"
said Mr. Hawker, but he did not get it. "I never got anything I
wanted" he said, smiling. "I have had more afilictions in the last
year,," he said, a few weeks before his death, " than ever in my life
before-but God knows it is for my good." "I'll need no more
deliverance," he said, " when I get home." "We never trust in the
Lord till we have nothing and 110 one else to trust in. 'They that
know Thy Name will put their trust in Thee.''' That was one of his·
most oft-repeated texts, and looking back over all the way the Lord
had led him, he said with great emphasis, that not one thing had failed
of all the Lord had spoken.
:Miss Hawker, with an affection and resolution which did not surprise
those who knew her, carried through his obsequies, and he rests in the
churchyard of Trusham, his native place in South Devon, where his
father was Vicar, and where many of the Hawkers sleep.

THE LATE MRS. EMMA GOODMAN,
FORMERLY OF PORTSMOUTH, ENGLAND.
WE have received from Mr. Tom Kitley the following touching account
of the Home-call of Mrs. EMMA GOODMAN, who fell asleep at Brandon,
Manitoba, Canada, in March last. Mr. Kitley himself will be well
known to many of our readers in Portsmouth and Bristol. Mr. Kitley
writes : -

I feel it to be a sacred duty, for the sake of many dear readers of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, who knew and loved her, to let you know of
the Home-call of my beloved mother-in-law, Mrs. Emma Goodman,
late of Portsmouth, Hants, who fell asleep in Christ, Tuesday,
March 21st.
I have had the privilege of knowing her intimately for over twentyseven years, and have enjoyed many hallowed seasons of communion
with her, on the things of God.
She was called by sovereign grace when about twenty-one years of
age, and ever since she has sought to show forth the praises of Him
Who called her out of darkness into His marvellous light.
The grace of God enabled her to be a loving and dutiful wife, a
devoted mother, and a sweet savour of Christ wherever she dwelt.
She ever delighted in the God-honouring and soul-elevating truths
for which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE still stands so firmly; but more than
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that, she was never happier than when reading and studying her
precious Bible, which she has regularly read through many times.
She was a regular attendant, for many years (with her large family
of children), on the faithful ministry of the late J. C. Martin, at the
Circus Church, Landport, and loved to listen to the Gospel of God's
grace preached by the late beloved men of God, Geo. Hewitt, Wm.
Lush, Mr. Baines, and James Ormiston. She always had a deep
dislike for the God-dishonouring so-called" Free-will Gospel," which
was exceedingly nauseous to her.
She was left a widow six years ago, but was enabled to rest on the
faithfulness and love of Him Who said" Let thv widows trust in Me."
While rather reticent on spiritual things with those she did not
know well, she was ever ready to converse with those she knew and
loved in Christ, on the deep things of God, and, I doubt not, many
wayward ones will not easily forget her solemn and faithful warnings.
She has heen a great sufferer for five years, especially towards the
last; and her precious testimony to her doctor, and the many loving
attendants, who ministered to, and visited her, was truly Godhonouring.
Almost the last words she spoke to me, when asked how she was,
were" Underneath are the Everlasting Arms," and
11

How sweet the name of J e8US sounds

In a believer's ear:
It soothes his Borrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear."

Her patience and resignation to the Lord's will for her, while suffering
intensely, were most marked, and showed the language of her heart
to be"Thy way, not mine, 0 Lord,
However dark it be I

Lead me by Thine Own hand,
Choose out the path for me."
She asked me, the night before her happy release, " Do you think
the Lord Jesus will come for me soon 1" And when I said, "Yes, I
think He will soon come now," she said, " 0, that will he nice."
And now her Lord has taken her to be with Himself, as she said
many times, "I shall see Him-Himself-Satisfied."
" Till He come" may He give all His Redeemed and waiting ones
grace to follow her, and all others who, through faith and patience,
now possess the proJ;Ilises.
"Whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.
Jesus Christ, the Same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
Her redeemed remains were laid to rest in the Brandon Cemetery,
March 22nd, there to await that assembling shout, which shall raise
the" dead in Christ." "Then we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
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)Beacon,

THE LATE DR. SAPHIR ON THE REFORMATION.
BUT now, let us look to the great change. What is that movement of
the Reformation which, I am sorry to say, even among those who
keep themselves separate from the Church of Rome, is so little understood, and so very languidly acknowledged? The Reformation was
not an ecclesiastical movement, as if the chief question had been the
authority of the Pope. The Reformation was not a philosophical
movement, as if the question had been the emancipation of the human
mind. The Reformation was not a political movement, as if its chief
importance had been the introduction of liberty into the kingdoms
of Europe, tyrannized over, as they had been, by the papacy. The
Reformation was the power of the Holy Ghost, and nothing less. That
selfsame Spirit Who had been in the Church, Who had watched over
the Church all these centuries, notwithstanding her darkness and her
apostasy, was now working mightily in the hearts, consciences, and
minds of many men, and this was the great question that was engrossing their thoughts, "How can we have certainty of salvation and of
communion with God?" That had been the question for centuries
in the Church, and no clear answer had been given to it. Nothing
will teach a man but the Holy Ghost-no experience, no reading, no
knowledge, no tradition. The Holy Ghost alone glorifies Jesus. We
can do nothing. When the Holy Ghost comes, it is then the time for
us to yield ourselves to Him. Augustine, from his own experience,
and by the teaching of the Holy Ghost, knew the power of sin and the
utter impotence of nature to enable a man to save himself. He also
knew the power of grace. Bernard of Clairvaux entered still further
into the truth as it is in Jesus. At first sight it might appear that he
was rather departing from the doctrine of justification. He started
with this point: "We can do nothing pleasing to God unless we are
branches grafted in the vine"; that was the fundamental idea of
"the good" of mediffival mysticism-that there is nothing good in
thought, word, or work, unless it be wrought out by the influence of
Jesus Christ Himself. But then he entered into this question: "How
can I be a branch of the vine, if I have not the assurance of forgiveness
of sins? The feeling of dread and fear is a barrier between me and
Jesus." And therefore much more clearly than any of the Church
teachers did Bernard of Clairvaux say this. These are his words"It is by God's righteousness that in Christ Jesus He forgives our sins."
And when the Reformers, through reading the Scriptures, following
the guidance of the Holy Ghost in their hearts and consciences, saw
that Jesus was the full salvation of God to everyone that believeth,
it was then that the authority and true character both of the Old and
New Testaments were fully manifested to their minds, so that the
two doctrines-the Bible alone, and Christ Jesus alone-went hand
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in hand, and nobody could say which, came first and which came second.
They really came simultaneously. It was by finding God in Christ
that they found that the Scripture, and the Scripture alone, was the
Word of God.
The authority of Scripture was acknowledged as a theory in all the
Churches. It was only that horrible Council of Trent that made it a
doctrine that tradition was of equal importance with the Word of
God, and that introduced again the Apocrypha which all the ancient
Church had condemned as no part of the Word of God. During all
the centuries preceding the Reformation there was not the slightest
dispute as to the fact that the Scripture was the Word of God and the
only authority. There is a very wonderful illustration of this in one
of the splendid manuscripts on parchment preserved in the library
in Paris-a manuscript of the orations of Gregory of Nazianzen. There
is frequently an illustration at the beginning of a chapter. One represents the Council at Constantinople in the year 381. It met to judge
the doctrine of Macedonius about the procession of the Holy Ghost,
and of Apollonius about the will of Christ. The bishops are seated
in a semicircle; the emperor Theodocius is also there; but in the
middle of this semicircle there is a throne. Neither emperor nor bishop
is sitting on that throne. On that throne there lies the roll of the Holy
Scripture. The idea of this picture must have originated at the end
of the fourth century. What could be a more striking proof that the
Council held, that nothing was to decide doctrine or faith but the
Scripture! But to hold the truth in theory and to hold it in heartconviction and experience-are two different things.
Now what did the Reformation do! First, it said the Scripture is
the only authority, because it alone is the Word of God. Tradition
gives us only the opinions and views of men.
And besides tradition there was also a great element of rationalism
in the Church of Rome; in fact, several popes and many cardinals
were downright infidels who did not believe in the historical facts
about Christ, or even in the resurrection. Martin Luther said-and
I do not think he ever said anything better or more important-" The
Church of Rome is founded not upon the rock of Scripture, but upon
human reasoning. It is a rationalistic Church." And this is another
saying of Luther, and exceedingly pregnant: "Up to this time we
have been taught in our schools and colleges that nobody can be a theologian unless he begins with Aristotle" (that is, with metaphysics),
"and I say that nobody can be a theologian unless he first gets rid of
Aristotle"; that is to say, that Scripture has its own teaching and its
own philosophy, and that we must not take human philosophy and
apply it to the judgment and exposition of the Word of God.
The Scripture is the Word of God. The Scripture is the only revelation in which God makes known to us the things concerning our salvation. Therefore we must listen to nothing else.
The second point was this: The Scripture has a centre, and that
is Christ. Once we understand this centre, we understand everything.
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Now we understand the law, that it is a schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ. Now we understand the prophets, that they predicted Christ.
Now we understand the apostles, that they explained the person and
work of Christ. Now we understand the patriarchs, and David and
all the saints, that their experience was that, where sin abounded unto
death, only grace could abound unto eternal life. Therefore now the
whole Scripture is but one. Your traditions, your philosophies, your
explanations, can never be harmonized and reconciled. They have
no unity, they have no centre, because Christ is the centre of all unity,
and Christ is the centre of the Scripture.
Third point: We are sure that we are saved when we believe in
Christ according to the Scriptures. You, Church of Rome, have never
given us any certainty. You are like a kind of insurance society,
telling us that we ought to credit you and that you promise us, and
you cannot promise us with any certainty; not even after death.
There is the vague illimitable stretch of purgatory. This kind of feeling
of safety, or of thinking we have done the best thing that can be
done, is not what the Scripture gives us. God gives us assurance.
Faith isfiduma, trust, a placid conviction of the heart that Jesus is our
Saviour. That was the very nerve of the Reformation. What is the
reason that the old Catholic movement in our present day can never
come to anything, unless it pleases God to give more of His Holy
Spirit to the men that are engaged in it 1 It does not speak to the
conscience; it does not speak to the heart; it does not show the
fulness of Salvation in Jesus; and, after all, all other blessings are
secondary. That for which the Church of Christ exists is to stand aside
and let the full light and love of Christ flow into the heart of every
poor and trembling sinner.
The next point the Reformation proclaimed was this: The Scripture is its own authority. We do not believe in the Scripture because
you guarantee it. A Romanizing clergyman once said to me, "And
who has given you Scripture 1" Who has given me the Scripture 1
I know who has given me the Scripture. The synagogue has given
me the Old Testament, and am I therefore to deny that Jesus is the
Messiah 1 Because the synagogue has given me the Old Testament,
am I bound to interpret the Old Testament with their blindness 1 I
am thankful that it has given me the Old Testament, but it has no
authority to interpret to me the Old Testament. And as for the
Church that has given me the New Testament, I am thankful to the
Church that it has given me the New Testament. But the authority
of the Church in interpreting the New Testament, specially when it
says exactly the opposite to what is written in the New Testament,
certainly no Christian can acknowledge, for the Scripture is very
simple and plain.
The next point proclaimed by the Reformation was the perspicacity
of Scripture. There are many difficulties in the Bible, but they are
as great difficulties to the learned as they are to the unlearned. In
the Church of Christ there is no distinction. These things are written
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for all the children of God, and if we do not understand everything,
we must wait till it pleases God to make it plain to us, and perhaps
it will never be made plain to us; but all that is profitable and necessary
and salutary and enjoyable is plain to the Christian. I admit that
the Bible is very obscure to two classes of people. The Bible is very
obscure to those who wish to find in the Bible what is not there. If
you wish to find that there are many mediators and intercessors between
God and man, it will be very difficult to fiud it in the Bible. If you
wish to find the Virgin Mary seated upon a heavenly throne, you may
read the whole New Testament carefully; you will find the Virgin
Mary mentioned in the 1st chapter of the book of Acts with the other
disciples and women, praying for the Holy Ghost's advent; and in
the book of the Apocalypse there are the four living beings, and there
are the twenty-four elders, and there are the multitude of those that
bave washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb; but any special mention of the Virgin Mary you will not find
there. Therefore the Bible is very obscure on that ground. The
Bible is also very obscure if you want to find in it all those doctrines
of righteousness by works, and of penances and saints, and the worship
of angels, and such things. If you wish to find in the Bible what is
not there, the Bible is very obscure. And if we are determined not
to find in the Bible what is in the Bible, the Bible is also very obscure.
Oh, what difficulties have those rationalists had! They did not wish
to find in the Bible the divinity of Jesus. They did not wish to find
in the Bible the substitution in the death of Christ. They did not
wish to find in the Bible the necessity of regeneration. They afterwards did not wish to find in the Bible anything miraculous. Oh,
it was exceedingly difficult to explain the Bible, until at last a man
like Strauss came and said,."Now what is the use of deceiving yourselves and deceiving the world and being simply jugglers? You do
not believe it, and it is much better to say you do not belieye it, and
there is no explaining it. It is simply a mythical representation of
ideas." But if we are willing to find in the Bible what is in the Bible,
the Bible is simple. And the Reformers said, "The Bible is abundant.
We do not want anything more. What are all your silly stories and
legends of saints who did not know what the real point was between
God and the sinner? We do not want them when we have the life of
Abraham, when we have the Psalms of David, when we have the experience of the apostle Paul. As for your little commandments about
eating meat on Friday, and all the things that you have invented, we
do not want them when we have the beautiful ten commandments of
God, and all the law of Moses, and the precepts of the apostles, and
the Sermon on the Mount. As for your sifting people-trying to
find out all the sins they have committed-we do not want it, for the
Bible is a sharp and two-edged sword, and there is no other father
confessor but the Scripture that will search and probe the conscience.
We want nothing. The Bible is God's Word, and' profitable for
doctrine, for correction, for instruction, for reproof, that the man of
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God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto every good work.' "
That is what they said.
But they also said that there were to be in the Church, teachers and
pastors, for the explanation of the Bible. The Reformers acknowledged
that people require guidance, and this is the great object of the ministry
-not to perform ceremonies, and not to call themselves "priests,"
but to be expositors of Scripture; and not merely expositors of Scripture, but also men who are able to apply the Scriptures. The man
who said, "How can I understand unless someone guide me 1 " was
quite right. This is a favourite text with the Romanists, who tell us,
"Do not circulate the Scriptures. How can people understand them 1
They do not know what they say." "How can I understand unless
someone guide me 1" Yes, quite true. When the evangelist Philip
had explained to the Ethiopian that Jesus died for our sins, and rose
again for our justification, he guided him. He had given him the key.
"Now you can understand the Scripture." And then Philip was taken
away from him, and yet the Ethiopian went on rejoicing, with the
prophet Isaiah in his hand, and with the key that opens the prophet
Isaiah. The Church in the person of Philip had fulfilled her mission
and laid the foundation. When the Church of Rome will preach
Jesus, it will find out that this is the way in which people are guided
to understand the Scriptures themselves.
But the great point which we must put, and which the Reformers
were foremost in bringing before the people, was the necessity of the
Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost uses the Scripture. We do not rely
upon the Scripture in itself. We rely upon the Holy Ghost, Who, by
the Scripture, enlightens the mind and persuades the heart. And
therefore it was the unanimous teaching of all the Reformers that
the basis upon which our certainty of Scripture being the Word of God
rests is the testimony of the Holy Ghost.
And now, dear friends, I must conclude with this one word. The
apostle was anxious that all the Churches should enter fully into the
knowledge of God's counsel. That was his constant prayer to God.
He therefore expected, that not merely by teaching, but by prayer,
he would indoctrinate the people whom he loved. Oh, what a lesson
is given both to ministers and people to seek continually the light of
the guidance of the Holy Spirit; and the object of the Holy Spirit
is given in the words, "He shall glorify Me." To bring us to Jesus,
to give us peace and joy through faith in Jesus, and to keep us in Jesus,
faithful to our Saviour and obedient to our heavenly Father-this is
the object of the Spirit, acting through the Scriptures. May God
grant these gifts unto each one of us.-(The Divine Unity of Scriptul'e,
pp. 116--124.)
.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE 115th Anniversary was an unusually well attended gathering,
Caxton Hall being filled; friends from distant parts of the country
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were present to strengthen the hands and cheer the hearts of the
Committee. The Rev. F. J. Hamilton, D.D., preached an excellent
sermon in the afternoon, from Psa. cxv. 12. After tea the meeting
was held under the presidency of John F. W. Deacon, Esq., IILA.,
D.L., and addresses were given by the Chairman and Messrs. Chambers
and Warburton; by the Treasurers and the Revs. James Stephens,
M.A., W. W. Martin, M.A., of South Croydon, and Henry Popham, of
Eastbourne. Among others who supported the Chair were the Revs.
H. Atherton, W. Linden, and R. Mortimer. The definite doctrinal
basis of the institution and its extending work were expounded by
the speakers. Copies of the Report presented will be sent upon
application.
Our Camberwell Home will be the place of two meetings this month.
On Thursday, June 1st, the Anniversary will take place at 3.30; and
on Thursday, June 8th, the South London Sale of Work will be held;
to be opened at 3 o'clock by Mrs. W. J. Janes, of Wimbledon. The
Rev. J. H. Hallett will preach at 3.30 in the afternoon of June 1st.
Mr. P. Wakeley will preside in the evening, and addresses will be given
by the Revs. H. Atherton and E. Roe, and by Messrs. J. E. Dennis,
W. Prebble, and W. J. Falkner.

ON DANCING. By the late Rev. W. PARKS, RA., Incumbent of
Openshaw, Manchester. Pp. 8. Price one penny and postage;
30 copies, 2s. 6d. post free. (N. Adshead & Son, n, Union
Street, Glasgow.)
The history of this pamphlet is very interesting. A kind reader,
living near Ipswich, copied the article out from an old volume by the
Rev. W. Parks. We printed it in our issues for February and March.
The Editor of The Free Presbyterian Magazine then printed it by our
consent in his Magazine for April, and by request of a friend of his it
now appears in pamphlet form. Many of our readers were impressed
with this article and desired to obtain copies. By writing to IIfessrs.
Adshead as above they can gratify their desire. The need of the
testimony of this pamphlet is very great at a time when whist drives
and dances are so common. May the Lord abundantly bless its
publication.
these worshippers of a false religion and superstition say, For
the memory of our Saviour we worship, reverence, adore a cross painted
and carved in His honour, they take no pleasure in our Saviour except
that which pleasured the ungodly, the shame of His passion and the
scorn of His death. They believe of Him what the ungodly, Jews or
heathen, believed, who believed not in His resurrection.-Bp. Claudius
of Turin, A.D. 818.
WHEN

