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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
SOME time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf
of our Co-trustees, a frank statement of our financial
position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious-answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1922, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUr-;SEL, AND CQ&frORT.

.. Who comfortel;h us In all our tribulatioD, that we may be able to comfort them which are iD any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are oomforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

POOR AND NEEDY.
" But I am poor and needy,. yet the LORD thinketh
PSALM xl. 17.

Ul)0'I1

1i1e."-

THE author of this Psalm was a man of varied experiences. Like
other godly people he had his ups and downs. He had been in
a horrible pit and in the miry clay, but in answer to his prayer
the LORD brought him out, set his feet upon a rock, and established
his goings. Naturally he then sang a new song, even praise unto
our GOD (see verses 1-3). At another time he was filled with awe
as he thought of the many wonderful works which GOD had wrought
on behalf of himself and other godly Israelites (verse 5). At another
time we find him referring to the privilege which he had enjoyed
of bearing public testimony to J EHOVAH'S faithfulness, His salvation, His lovingkindness and His truth (verses 9, 10). Nohvithstanding these past deliverances and privileges, however, the
latter part of the Psalm discovers him to be looking for fresh
displays of GOD'S tender mercies. Innumerable evils had compa13sed him about. Fresh troubles had overtaken him and he
feels the need of fresh deliverances. One of his troubles was a
deep realization of his sins. "Mine iniquities have taken hold
upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more than
the hairs of mine head: therefore my heart faileth me" (verse 12).
Another trouble arose from enemies who were seeking after his
soul to destroy it, and who persecuted him and cast words of
.jeering into his face (verses 14, 15). No wonder that, compassed
as he was with troubles external, and weighed down as he was
with soul distress, he should end the Psalm by saying" I am poor
and needy." Do not these words fittingly describe us, too, dear
Christian readers? Though, through GOD'S sovereign and infinite
grace, we are numbered amongst His family, how poor and needy
we are in ourselves. We are still " debtors to mercy alone." In
us, that is, in oudlesh, dwelleth no good thing. We have nothing
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which we did not receive. We have not the least ground to boast.
We have nothing in ourselves whereof to glory. We are still in
constant need, beggars at the throne of grace. The psalmist,
however, did not stop there. He went on to say, "Yet the LORD
tbinketh upon me." Hence he could cry, "Thou art my Help
and my Deliverer; make no tarrying, 0 my GOD." Now we
may summarize the words selected for our meditation under three
heads.
First, there is a confession of poverty. Secondly, there is an
acknowledgment of need. Thirdly, there is an assurance of Divine
mindfulness.
1. First let us ?wtia the Psalmist's confes~ion of poverty.
" I am poor." Do not let us suppose that these words are ouly
suitable for the literally poor. There is a sense in which every
child of GOD must confess his poverty.
Poverty, of course, may take the form of being in poor circumstances. The great majority of the LORD'S family are poor in this
sense. Our LORD Himself as man was poor. How beautiful are
the words of the Apostle in reference to this fact. He says, "Ye
know the grace of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, that, though He was
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His
poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9). The trials of poverty
were well known to our Divine LORD and SAVIOUR. He was born
in poor circumstances. The pair of turtledoves, or two young
pigeons, which J oseph and Mary offered in sacrifice at His presentation in the temple was itself an indication of their poverty.
Evidently they were poor peasants, and in such circumstances the
LoRD of life and glory was brought up at Nazareth. During His
earthly ministry He told those who proposed to follow Him what
it would mean to do so.' "Foxes have holes, and birds of the
air have nests; but the SON of man hath not where to lay His
head" (Luke ix. 58). Few earthly comforts were His portion.
He was content to depend on the ministrations of godly women
who" ministered unto Him of their substance" (Luke viii. 2, 3).
But in that He Himself hath suffered, being tried in these ways,
He is all the more able to sympathize with His saints who are in
like circumstances. Many of our readers are poor in earthly
things. Let them take comfort from the knowledge that their
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adorable LORD knows the hardships of poverty. He, therefore,
knows your case and can truly sympathize with you and help you.
He was in all points tried like as we are, yet without sin. A confession of poverty as regards earthly things may have to be made
by many of the LORD'S family. They may have no balance at
the bank. They may often find a difficulty to make both ends
meet, but how blessed to know that their Divine MASTER has
passed through similar circumstances.
There is, however, another kind of poverty which characterizes
more or less all the members of the LORD'S family without exception.
Our LORD refers to it when He says, " Blessed are the poor in spirit:
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." This poverty is one of the
marks of every true child of GOD, though it may be more apparent
in one than in another. Taught by the SPIRIT the believer has a
very low estimation of himself. He feels that at the best he is a
poor Slllller.
" I'm a poor sinner and nothing at all,
But JESUS CHRIST is my All in all."
The Psalmist was poor in this sense. He felt that his sins were
more in number than the hairs of his head (verse 12). The thought
of them made him say, "My heart faileth me," " I am not able to
look up." Ab it is a good thing if we have a keen sense of our
sins. It is a good thing if we feel we are not worthy of the least
of all the mercies and of all the truth which the LORD hath shown
to us. (See Gen. xxxii. 10.) We can never have too lowly an
estimation of ourselves, or too great an estimation of Him Who
loved us and loosed us from our sins in His Own blood. "To
this man will I look," saith the LORD, " even to him that is poor
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word" (Isa. lxvi. 2).
The more we really know the plague of our own hearts the less
shall we cherish thoughts of pride. Blessed are they who really
and in all sincerity and abasement of spirit confess that they are
poor· sinners, and whose thoughts and words and ways are in
harmony with such a confession.
There are other things in connection with which the child of
GOD needs to confess his poverty. As he reviews his life and walk
and conversation he will feel that there is poverty in the spiritual
fruit which he bears, poverty in regard to his worship, his warfare,
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his work, and his walk. He will be ready to lament coldness and
formality in prayer and praise; timidity in warfare against the
world, the flesh, and the devil, indolence in the work of the LORD;
and lack of abundance of the fruit of the SPIRIT in his walk. In
short, he will be ready to confess imperfection in his whole life.
Lowliness of mind needs to characterize all the members of the
LORD'S family at all times. We see this trait prominently in the
great Apostle to the Gentiles. He felt he was "the least of the
apostles" and "not meet to be called an apostle." He regarded
himself as "less than the least of all saints" and even as "the
chief of sinners" (1 Cor. xv. 9; Ephes. iii. 8; 1 Tim. i. 15).
2. Secondly, notice that a confession of poverty leads on to an
acknowledgment of need.
"I who am poor am therefore needy." The believer who is
poor in temporal things needs food to eat and raiment to put on.
He may be out of work and in need of employment. He may be
in business and need customers. He may have many family needs.
The problems of educating and placing children cOlifront the LORD'S
people as well as others. Whatever our temporal needs may be,
we cannot do better than follow the Psalmist's example. His
acknowledgment of need was made to the LORD. We need to
spread all our needs before Him. So with spiritual needs. It is
indeed true that we need more mercy and more grace. We need
the SPIRIT as our Fruit-Producer, as our Power in worship, work,
and warfare. We need continually and daily to be full of the
HOLY GHOST. Only by His presence and power can we walk
worthily of our vocation, worship in spirit and in truth, war a good
warfare, and abound in the work of the LORD. By His indwelling
power we can be holy in life, real in worship, brave in spiritual
warfare, and diligent in the work of the LORD. What a mercy
that there is full provision in CHRIST for all our needs! GOD is
"able to make all grace abound toward us that we may always
have all-sufficiency in all things.
3. This leads us to notice the Psalmist's assurance of Divine
mindfulness.
"I am poor and needy; yet the LORD thinketh upon me." My
poverty and need do not shut me ofi' from His thoughts. He has
a large family to think about, but He has not forgotten me. "The
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thinketh upon me." Just think of that, dear Christian
reader. The LORD thinketh upon thee. A woman may forget
her suckling child. She may fail to have compassion on the son
of her womb, but the LoRD "will not forget His people. He has
graven them upon the palms of His hands (see Isa. xlix. 14-16).
Men sometimes despise the poor, because they are poor. The
LORD, on the contrary, specially thinks of His poor and needy
people. His thoughts concerning them are" many." "Many, 0
LORD my GOD, are Thy thougl;tts which are to us-ward." They
are "precious." "How precious are Thy thoughts unto me, 0
GOD!" They are" higher than the heavens" and" very deep."
They are too high to be scaled and too deep to be sounded. (See
Psa. xl. 5; xc.5; cxxxix.17, 18; Isa.lv. 8, 9.) They are" thoughts
of peace and not of evil" (Jer. xxix. 11). Moreover, they are
practical thoughts. They are thoughts which lead to action and
to the full supply of His people's needs. Are His people oppressed 1
The LORD thinks upon them and says, " For the oppression of the
•
poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the LORD;
I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him " (Psa. xii. 5).
Are they in trouble 1 Well, listen to this testimony. "This poor
man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all
his troubles" (Psa. xxxiv. 6). Are they confronted with powerful
foes who would rob them of their possessions 1 What does the
Psalmist say to them in such a case 1 He says, "All my bones
shall say, LoRD, who is like unto Thee, Which deliverest the poor
from him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy
from him that spoileth him 1 " (Psa. xxxv. 10). Are they suffering
from thirst 1 "When the poor and needy seek water, and there is
none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the LORD will hear them,
I the GOD of Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers in
high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make
the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water"
(Isa. xli. 17, 18). There is nothing too difficult for the LORD to
do for His poor and needy people. Why, dear friends, He is " able
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think." The
experience of His people in all pa-st ages goes to show that
He has been "a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy
in his distress" (Isa. xxv. 4). He stands" at the right hand of
LORD
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the poor, to save him from those that condemn his soul." He
" will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and the right of the poor"
(Psa. cix. 31; cxl. 12).
Be of good comfort, then, ye poor and needy of the LORD'S
family. GOD'S elect people are found amongst those who may be
poor in temporal things, and who, whether rich or poor as to
temporal things, are all led to confess their spiritual poverty and
need. "Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not GOD chosen the
poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which
He hath promised to them that love Him ~" (James ii. 5). Be
assured of this, that if thou art numbered amongst the LoRD'S
poor and needy people He will think upon thee day by day, and
He will supply all thy needs according to His riches in glory.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Fern), Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,

(Thomas Houghton).

A CONFESSION OF FAITH.
PREFIX TO THE WILL OF THE LATE REV. C. T. LIPSHYTZ.
In The Times list of Wills and Bequests published on December 27th
last, the following occurs :"The Rev. Christlieb Traugott Lipshytz, Director and Superintendent Missionary of the Barbican Mission t{) the Jews, of Gorringe
Park House, Mitcham, Surrey, who died on November 6, in his 64th
year, left £4,905. The will reads :" In a spirit of humble gratitude to God, disclaiming any personal
merit, and without any suggestion of carnal complacency, I place on
record my deep sense of the Divine Goodness and Mercy whereby I
was brought forty years ago to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ
as my personal Saviour and Redeemer. While my people, the Jews,
as a race have disowned the Revelation of God in Christ and thus have
set at naught the Incarna.te Son by whom the Invisible Father was
declared among men, it was graciously given to me to realize in Jesus
of Nazareth the Messiah promised to Israel and expected during long
ages, and I rejoice that in the year 1878 there was granted to me strength
of purpose to confess in Holy Baptism the Saviour thus found, and to
devote my life forthwith and without reserve to His Blessed Service.
In that service I hope to continue till my life's end, and by the help
of God, as a humble Minister of Our Lord Jesus Christ among my
brethren, I will . finish my course with joy.' Resting on a crucified
Christ, I have peace with God. My only trust and hope for eternal
bliss is in the blood and righteousness of Christ. • God forbid that I
should glory save in the Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ.' "
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THE DISCIPLE WHO WOULD NOT BELIEVE.
" But Thomas, one of the twelve, oalled Didymus, was not with them
when Jesus oame."-JoHN xx. 24.

THIS chapter records three appearances of our Lord after His
resurrection. The first was to Mary Magdalene who was early at
the Sepulchre. The second was to the apostles generally, in the
evening of the day upon which the Lord rose, and the third appearance recorded here took place a week afterwards, when the apostles
were again assembled within closed doors. When our Lord appeared to the apostles on the first of these two occasions there were
only ten of them present, "Thomas, one of the twelve, called
Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came" (verse 24). His
absence from the meeting of the apostles brought him into special
prominence, and we find that his name is mentioned five times
in verses twenty-four to twenty-nine. There is much in the recorded history of Thomas that is deeply interesting and instructive,
and we propose to draw attention to the instruction which is
suggested by the various references to this disciple in the Gospel
narrative. The strongest impression left upon our lninds when
reading about him is his obstinate unbelief in the resurrection of
his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. But a closer examination
reveals other characteristics which are worthy of imitation. .In
spite of his failings he was one of our Lord's true followers. Let
us consider what kind of a follower he was.
1. First, he was a highly favoured follower of Ohrist.
In a very real sense this is true of all Christ's followers. They
are all highly favoured. They have all, like Noah, found grace
in the eyes of the Lord. They all owe their salvation to the
sovereign, infinite, and distinguishing grace of God. It is by His
grace they have been saved through faith; and that not of themselves: it is the gift of God. Only this morning we received a
letter from one of our aged reJ.ders in which she says,
" Oh! to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee!
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Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I loveHere's my heart, oh, take and seal it,
Seal it from Thy courts above! "
Highly favoured indeed we all are, if we have been numbered
among the grace-saved people of the God of all grace. Realizing
that we owe our salvation entirely to His grace we shall say with
David, "He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the
miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.
And He hath put a new song into my mouth, even praise unto
our God." David ascribed his deliverance wholly to the Lord.
So the Apostle Paul says, -" By the grace of God I am what I am."
If we are taught of the Spirit we shall take no glory to ourselves.
We shall give it all to Him, "Who hath loved us and washed us
from our sins in His Own blood." Well, Thomas, as a disciple of
Christ, had experienced all this grace, but he was further favoured
in a way not given to every believer. He was chosen to be one of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb. The Lord spent a whole night
in prayer, and then, "When it was day, He called unto Him His
disciples: and of them He chose twelve, whom He also named
apostles." Thomas was favoured to be one of the chosen twelve.
The Lord "ordained twelve, that they should be with Him, and
that He might send them forth to preach, and to have power to
heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils." (See Luke vi. 12--15;
Mark iii. 13-18.) Note that the twelve were first ordained that
they should be with Him, and afterwards they were to be sent forth
. to preach and to manifest that the signs of an apostle were with
them. What a favour, what a privilege Thomas had to be one
of the chosen twelve who should be specially with Jesus. This
was his training for the ministry. He did not go to a Theological
College or to a University. Such places have served a useful
purpose in the past, but they are very perilous places now for
young candidates for the ministry. Thomas, however, had the
privilege of hearing the teaching of Him Who spake as never man
spake. He was in continual contact with the mind of Him Who
was at once Son of God and Son of man. No such teacher of
Theology ever taught before as He taught then. No such teacher
has ever taught since. "He Whom God hath sent speaketh the
words of God" (John iii. 34). That was what Christ spake to

240

The Gospel M agazille

Thomas and to the other apostles. Who could teach and train for
the ministry like Him 1 In reference to this training and teaching
He said, "I have manifested Thy name unto the men which Thou
gavest Me out of the world." "I have given unto them the
words which Thou gavest Me; and they have received them,
and have known surely that I came out from Thee, and they have
believed that Thou didst send Me." "I have given them Thy
Word" (John xvii. 6, 8, 14).
He communicated to them the very words of His Father. He
taught them the pure and unadulterated Word of God. He
taught them to regard the whole of the Old Testament, from
Genesis to Malachi, as the fully inspired, inerrant, and infallible
Word of God. No higher critical views of the Old Testament
found a place in His teaching. Thomas thus sat at the feet of an
infallible Teacher of Theology. Moreover, he saw His wonderful
miracles and knew that they bore witness that the Father had
sent Him. We cannot be favoured precisely as Thomas was, yet
we may sit at the feet of Jesus and hear His Word. All the Scriptures are inspired by His Spirit. He invites His weary and heavyladen people to come unto Him and He will give them rest. He
invites them also to take His yoke upon them and to learn of Him.
By prayerfully and meekly pondering His teachings we come in
contact with His mind, we hear His voice, and are taught of Him,
Whether He calls us to the public ministry of His Word or not,
we all need to be like Mary. We need to sit at His feet and to
hear His word. 1£ we are called to the ministry, this is the chief
preparation for so important a work.
Our Lord also teaches us that Thomas, like the other apostles,
was loved by the Father before the foundation of the world, that
He was Divinely chosen out of the world, and that He was destined
to be with Christ in heaven and to behold His glory. (See John
xvii. 23, 24; xv. 19.) Though the Apostles have no successors to
the office which they held, yet all believers have equally with them
been Divinely loved with an everlasting love, chosen in Christ,
called by grace and justified by faith, and they are destined to
be glorified with Him ·Who loved them and gave Himself for them.
Have we, dear readers, thus tasted that the Lord is gracious 1
Have we experienced the grace of God in our souls 1
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2. Secondly, Thomas was a devoted follower of Christ.
This characteristic appears in the narrative of the sickness and
death of Lazarus. After hearing of his sickness the Lord said,
" Let us go into J udrea again." His disciples, however, were reluctant to go. They said, "Master, the Jews of late sought to stone
thee; and goest Thou thither again 1" Subsequently the Lord
told them plainly that Lazarus was dead, and added, " Nevertheless let us go unto him." "Then said Thomas, which is called
Didymus, unto his fellow-disciples, Let us also go, that we may
die with Him" (John xi. 7, 8, 15, 16). Thomas truly loved his
Lord. He thought it likely that if He went again into Judrea He
would be put to death by the Jews, but he said, " Let us also go,
that we may die with Him." Surely these words evidence true
devotion and love to His Master. How is it with us, dear readers?
Our Master is still despised and rejected of men. Are we willing
to identify ourselves with Him 1 Are we willing to go forth unto
Him without the camp, bearing His reproach? If we are truly
faithful to Him we shall have to sufEer persecution. The world
still hates Christ and His true people. Real separation from the
world and from worldliness is sure to bring suffering and trial.
We are, however, to choose rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. The reproach of Christ must be regarded as greater riches than the
t,reasures in Egypt.
3. Thirdly, Thomas ~vas (l;iI inquiring disciple.
Our Lord had been telling His disciples of the many mansions
or abiding places in His Father's House, and of His intention to
go and prepare a place for them. Then He said, "Whither I go
ye know, and the way ye know." Thomas was present: He did
not fully understand the Lord's meaning, but he desired to apprehend more clearly what the Lord meant. He therefore said,
" Lord, we know not whither Thou goest; and how can we know
the way 1" This desire for further enlightenment elicited the
answer, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by Me" (John xiv. 2-6). If it had not been
for Thomas we should have been deprived of these precious and
oft-quoted words of our Lord Jesus Christ. Many of Christ's
followers are unduly content with a meagre knowledge of Divine
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truth. They do not read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the
Scriptures as much as they ought. They do not grow in the
knowledge of Divine truth. They are babes in knowledge when
they ought to be full-grown Christians. They can only digest
milk, when if they had used their opportunities they might have
been capable of partaking of strong meat. (See Heb. vi. 12-14.)
They are not keen to have a stronger and a clearer grasp of Divine
truth. They do not ask questions. The example of Thomas may
well stimulate such to seek for and to pray for greater enlightenment. It ha,s been suggested that the Bible contains shallows in
which a child can wade, but it also contains depths in which an
elephant can swim. We need to launch out into the depths of
Bible truth. The more we gra,sp of God's truth, and the more
we feed upon it, the stronger shall we .become.
4. Fourthly, we 'm(J;Y notice that Thoma13 was a self-confident and
timid follower of Christ.
Peter was not alone in being self-confident, though he alone
denied his Lord. Peter said, "Though I should die with Thee,
yet will I not deny Thee." But we then read, "Likewise also
said all the disciples." They were ail, including Thomas, sel£confident. Yet later on we read that these apparently brave
followers of Christ manifested their timidity, "Then all the discipIes forsook Him and fled." Thomas, as well as the rest, forsook
His Lord and fled for fear of death. Ah, Thomas, as well as Peter,
needed the warning, "Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation" (Matt. xxvi. 35, 41, 56). We, too, need the same
warning: we need to beware of self-confidence. We are all absolutely weak in ourselves. Only the Lord can uphold us. Without Him we can do nothing. We all need to take heed to the
injunction, "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall" (1 Cor. x. 12). We all need to pray that we may be strengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner man.
5. Our last point is that Thomas was an obstinale follower of
Christ.
"Ve mean by this, that on one occasion he was obstinate, unyielding, stubborn, and unbl:llieving. He was not with the other
disciples when Jesus first appeared to them collectively. Why he
wall absent on that first Lord's-day evening we are not told. He
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may have been justifiably hindered. In any case he missed seeing
his risen Lord by his absence. He missed the sight of His hands
and His side. He missed the words of grace and instruction which
He spake to His assembled people. (Compare Luke xxiv. 33--48
with John xx. 19-23.) Absentees from the assemblies of the saints
always miss something. The Lord always meets with His people,
however few in number they may be; "Where two or three are
gathered together in My name," He says, "there am I in the midst
of them" (Matt. xviii. 20). In the case of Thomas, the other
disciples afterwards met him and told him of their happy and
joyful experience. "We have seen the Lord," they said. The Lord
had, up to that point, shown Himself to Mary Magdalene, to some
of the godly women, to Cleopas and his companion, to Peter, and
to ten apostles collectively. Probably Thomas heard of all these
appearances. Certainly he heard of the appearance to the ten.
Yet in spite of the evidence of ten credible witnesses he obstinately
refused to believe that his Lord had risen from the dead. Nay,
he went further and said, "Except I shall see in His hands the
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails,
and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe." Possibly
he may have thought afterwards that he was rather stubborn.
He may have reflected in his mind that the evidence of his ten
brother apostles was surely sufficient to prove that the Lord had
risen indeed. Anyhow he came to the meeting on the next Lord's
day. The doors were again shut. Presently Jesus again came
and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace be unto you." Then
turning His eyes on Thomas He said to him, "Reach hither thy
finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and
thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing." Immediately there would flash into the mind of Thomas the words
which he himself had said to the other disciples. He would realise
that Jesus, though physically absent, knew the exact words he
had spoken. The Lord knew the obstinaq and the unbelief which
Thomas had given way to. At once Thomas was convinced beyond
the shadow of a doubt that his risen Lord was standing before
him, and that the attributes of Deity appertained to Him. He
was omniscient. He knew exactly what Thomas had privately
said. "And Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord and
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my God." All his obstinate unbelief had vanished. (See John
xx. 24-29.)
But let us note how tenderly and patiently the Lord dealt with
Thomas. He did not leave him to his unbelief, but He graciously
and lovingly took pains to remove the doubts of His unbelieving
disciple. We may see here an illustration of the Lord's dealings
with ourselves. We, too, give way to doubts and fears, and we
may even be obstinate and unyielding as was Thomas, but the
Lord will not cast us of!. He still loves His erring people, and He
takes pains to remove their doubts and to banish their unbelief.
The risen Lord meets with His assembled people to-day. They
cannot see Him with their bodily eyes, but He is there all the
same, and He is in their midst to bless, to comfort, and to teach
them. Thomas believed His Lord had risen because he had seen
Him, but our Lord says, "Blessed are they that have not seen,
and yet have believed." We believe many things recorded in
history on the testimony of others. We believe in the existence
of many cities, towns, and countries which we have never seen.
Why should we doubt the inspired records given in the Scriptures ~
These were written that we miglit believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that believing, we might have life through
His name. (See John LX. 30, 31.)
How beautiful is the testimony of the Apostle Peter in regard
to the elect people of God to whom he wrote his first Epistle. He
says, "Whom having not seen, ye love; in Whom, though now
ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and
full of glory" (1 Peter i. 8).
Is this our experience ~ Do we love the Lord, though we have
not seen Him, and believing in our unseen and glorified Saviour,
do we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory ~
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).

IN thy walk heavenwards, and in everything thou meetest with
by the way, put thy trust in Christ, and expect from Him the
fulfilling of all His promises. He has all power in heaven and
earth, for that very purpose.-Romaine.
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WELLSPRINGS•
.. I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumper to mine eyelids, Until
I find out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God
of J acob. "-PSA. cxxxii. 4, 5.

•

ALL the institutions of the Levitical dispensation were but a shadow
of good and better things to come. They were to set forth in some
faint and distant outline the glories which would usher in the Messianic
kingdom. The tabernacle in the wilderness was part of all this, and
all its furniture had its sacred usage and significance, the Ark being
the centre-piece of all the rest, and setting forth in pre-eminent type
Christ the mercy-seat, the great Propitiation of His people. To read
through the Divine instructions given to Moses concerning this" ark
of Shittim wood," is ever a thrilling delight to the spiritual reader,
as he traces Christ in every detail and finds how the whole tabernacle
was reared for, and that it might contain within the holy of holies,
this precious ark and mercy-seat. But we forbear enlarging. The
Psalm from which our text is taken is referring to the occasion of
the removal of the ark to its final resting-place in Zion. " There will
I dwell, for I have desired it." Recognizing the glories of the occasion,
the Psalmist breaks forth in ecstatic joy, "Lift up your heads, 0 ye
gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory
shall come in" (Psa. xxiv. 7-9). King David had found it in his
heart t<:l build a suitable and fixed abode for this Ark. We know
how the Lord recognized the motive and desire in the heart of His
dear servant-" A man after His Own Heart" as He designated him.
But David had been a man of wars, and he is therefore not permitted
this honour. He prepares materials that his son, Solomon, may build
that temple of glory and magnificence. But David's longings and
breathings after this suitable resting-place for the Ark are beautifully expressed in our text. His soul finds no rest, until he "finds
out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob."
He says, "Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house,
nor go up into my bed: I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber
to mine eyelids, Until I find out a place for the Lord, an habitation
for the mighty God of Jacob." Whilst we have seen thus much of
the beautiful type of the Lord Jesus tabernacling among men, I would
now desire to lead the thoughts of our dear readers to the spiritual
experience and the individual desire of every child of God, who gives
himself or herself no rest until Christ has been formed within the
heart, and the redeemed sinner is " an habitation for the mighty God
of Jacob," a temple of the Holy'Ghost.
Oh! if the house of Obed-Edom was so blessed for the resting of
the Ark there, how much more the heart of every child of God, in
whom Jesus has taken up His abode! Was not this the joyful experi17
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ence of Zacchreus \V hen he was called to " make haste and come down"
from the tree and receive the most Royal and Chiefest of Guests Who
ever graced an earthly home with His lovely Presence? And we
~are quite sure that not only was the house but likewise the heart
of the publican opened to receive the Lord and his God. What a
transformation in home and heart in a moment, so to speak! From
that point in his life, old things passed away, and Zacchreus stands before>
his Saviour and sovereign Lord and declares from this moment, Lord,
behold, I who have until now been practising oppression, defraud, and
robbery, "behold, the half of my goods I gi,-e to the poor," etc. The
new life must result in new fruits and old things must pass away_
" As ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him."
And we notice David's eagerness, zeal, and longing. "I will not
give sleep," he says, "to itline eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids."
Is it yours and mine, dear reader? Is there no rest for you" until
you find out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God
of Jacob "? A,,; you not often and sadly and necessarily mourning
because your house, your heart "be not so with God"? You sing
in your complaint, " Oft an absent God I mourn," and cry out in the
bitterness of spirit, " Oh that I knew where I might find Him." A
cold and lifeless state, a barrenness of soul, for the most part possesses
you, and oh! this divided heart, what sorrow it brings you! You
long for the days over again of your first Ion, and you enter into tht>
depths of the meaning of those words, " Jesus had conveyed Himself
away, a multitude being in that place." The" place" being your
heart" so obsessed with the cares of this busy life and so taken up
with the comforts rather than with the Comforter. It is as Berridge
puts it in his quaint but true language,
"If tmto Jesus thou art bound,

A crowd about Him will be found
Attending night ancl day,"
and the noisy crowd, the hellish crew, drive all the sweet thoughts
and desires away and we find our heart no " habitation" fit for the
King. But let us in such a case betake ourselves to the language of
our text, just the very opposite to the sluggard. Let us give ourselves no " sleep nor slumber," until we " find out a place for the Lord,
an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob." "Unti!." There is an
important direction in this word. It bespeaks a set time, a fixed
period and a waiting meanwhile. Until the time that God's delivering word comes, every saint of His will be tried as Joseph was. "Until
the time that His word came, the word of the Lord tried him," and
the iron of that prison experience entered into his very soul. We
have to learn with the Shulamite ,in our individual experience that
we cannot awake our Love until He please. There is ever a set time
for the favour and deliverance of Zion. There is also hope breathed
in that little word as we find it in Num. xiv. 19, and since Moses could
intercede with that strong argument that their God had forgiven them
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" even until now" it was encouragement to still plead with Him Who
"hateth putting away." "Thou hast forgiven this people from
Egypt even until now "-margin "hitherto." We all know what
that word means to every tried and tempest-tossed saint. Has it
not ofttimes breathed encouragement and inspired hope in the heart
that a much-forgiven sinner has thus been dealt with in the tender
all-compassionate mercy of God hitherto 1 Until now, the Lord has
forgiven, though we have so often wandered from Him. So that
though, like Jonah, I feel justly" cast out of His sight," hitherto He
has followed me up. So I will look again toward His Holy Temple,
and hope in His super-abounding mercy, and remember His unchangeably faithful character and the word of His Covenant promise. Then,
like Jonah, we shall presently be brought to sing the song of'delivcrance, "Salvation is of the Lord."
Moreover, our text tells how it is an habitation sought for the
Mighty God of Jacob. The Mighty God! dwelling in the worm
Jacob! This brings another sweet thought. In the margin it is in
the plural, "habitations," and the plural of a word in Holy Scripture
always indicates its super-excellence. Habitations then for the mighty
God of Jacob in the Trinity of His Persons. Such is the God Who has
undertaken the cause of, and condescends to dwell with, His- Jacobs !
They prove it none other than the house of God and the very gate
of heaven where He is and where He deigns to dwell with them. Such
is His love to them that He says, " For the Lord hath chosen Zion ;
He hath desired it for His habitation, and this is My rest for ever;
here will I dwell, for I have desired it."
Oh! the merey,
"'When once He loves, He never leaves,

•

But loves unto the end,"
If it were not for His Divine unchangeableness where would.you and
I be, dear reader 1 What is the result of all this, what is His purpose,
what object has He in view other than the final glorification of His
saints 1 It is as the Apostle writes, "If Christ be in you, the body
is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken
your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you." It is a
restoring, quickening, and resurrecting power!
The word of promise from the Old and New Testaments may suitably
close our meditation at this time. "And I will set up my tabernacle
among you: and my soul shall not abhor you. And I will walk
among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people" (Lev.
xxvi. 11, 12). The Apostle Paul repeats this in 2 Cor. vi. 16, when
he says, " And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols 1
for ye are the temple of the living. God; as God hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people." .
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Sttmonss anb 'Notess of ,Setmonss.
THE SPIRIT AND THE WORD.

A

SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL,
BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

" And when He is come, He will reprove the tom·ld of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they believe not on Me; ~f
righteousness, because I go to My Father, and ye see Me no more;
of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. "-J ORN
xvi. 8-10.

"THE Spirit and the Word" is our subject, dear friends. The two
greatest gifts of God to be found in our world to-day are the Holy
Ghost and the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Ghost-the Spirit of Truth,
the Holy Scriptures-the Scriptures of Truth, the Holy Scriptures the
handiwork of the Spirit of Truth Himself. We are living in days
when the Truth, the Word written, the Word of God Himself, is misjudged, misapprehended, explained away and criticized as though it
were a subject to be criticized and not the absolute final Word of Him
Who cannot lie. Hence in the behalf of dear young hearers I feel
myself especially drawn to speak on the supremacy of the Holy Scriptures, the all-importance of our being taught by the Holy Ghost our
message. The two great gifts, as I said, that God has been pleased
to vouchsafe us in this present dispensation are the gift first of the
Holy Ghost, and next, the gift of the Holy Word. Unless the Holy
Ghost Who penned the Scriptures explain them to us they remain a
sealed Book to our souls, for this reason, that by nature we are wholly
without spiritual light, we have no powers of reception or apprehension.
These we must needs therefore have granted us and wrought within
us by God the Holy Ghost. "The natural mind," we are told in this
blessed Book which cannot lie, the natural, or " carnal mind is enmity
against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed
can be." It is that last statement which I desire at this moment
particularly to emphasize--" neither indeed can be." "The natural
man," another Scripture teaches us, "receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know
them." Thus then it is that my mind has been led to associate in
the thoughts of a subject these two, " the Spirit and the Word," not
the one without the other, and then this passage of God's Holy Book
which has been presented to our minds in particular association with
the subject. The words are those of the Lord Jesus, the great Prophet
of the Church, and they were addressed to His dear disciples very
shortly before" He left them to take His place again in the bosom of
His Father. He had been telling them how near at hand His departure
was, and their hearts grew sad at the news. He therefore sought to
cheer them and to encourage them, and it is very important that we
should bear these thoughts in mind when reading the words of our
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text. The main design, the original design, of the Lord's words was
that His dear disciples who were in sorrow at the news of His impending
departure should be of good cheer with the outlook, should strengthen
their hearts and nerve them for the work that lay before them. Let
us read the context with our own verses. Jesus says: "These things
have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended," or scandalized.
" They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh,
that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. And
these things will they do unto you, because they have not known
the Father, nor Me. But these things have I told you, that when the
time shall come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And
these things I said not unto you at the beginning, because I was with
you. But now I go lily way to Him that sent Me; and none of you
asketh Me, Whither goest Thou 1 But because I have said these things
unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you the
truth; it is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away,
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart I will send
Him unto you. And when He is come "-and then we have our text,
which I propose by God's help to dwell upon under three heads which
are naturally presented here for our contemplation. "When He is
come, instead of your being left alone and left to yourselves in the
work while I, the Light, have departed, and you will be wondering
whether now the light of the Truth has not really been extinguished,
Hc shall carry on the work in you and by you," and He opens up in
detail those departments of the Spirit's work which we shall now
take up. When He is come He shall reprove the world of three things.
The word" reprove" in this place may signif.}' " convince" or " convict." The word sometimes carries in the original the idea of " proving
in the wrong" and I incline myself rather to include that thought
with what the Lord Jesus said here concerning the Holy Ghost in the
future: "He shall prove the world to be in the wrong on these three
great thoughts-on the subject of sin, on the subject of righteousness,
and on the subject of future judgment. He shall so testify through
these the witnesses for the Truth as to prove the world to be alienated
from God; to be ignorant of the true righteousness of God and not
apprehending the moral heinousness of sin, and destitute of any true
apprehension of a coming judgment.
He, the Spirit of Truth, He shall, when He is come, convict the world
concerning sin, "because they believe not on Me." Dnbelief, dear
friends, unbelief is the crowning sin of sins, and it is this sin which is
indigenous in us all. We are begotten in the likeness, let us remember,
of a fallen parentage. We are begotten in the likeness of one who
had become alienated from God. We are begotten as Cain was
begotten. You have been struck, no doubt you have, as I have, by
that expression in connection with the birth of Cain, the first begotten
of fallen Adam and Eve, that Adam begat a son in his own likeness.
Remember, he had now lost the likeness of God in which he had been
created. Having fallen from God and been expelled from Paradise
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and from the Presence of God, he begat a son in his own image, and
therefore Cain, the firstborn of fallen Adam, was, as Scripture teaches,
reckoned among the seed of the serpent. Cain was, it is said, "of
that wicked one," therefore it was he shed his brother's blood; he
brought forth fruit according to his kind; he was a corrupt tree ane]
therefore could not bring forth good fruit. A corrupt tree bringeth
forth corrupt fruit, a good tree good fruit. Now we are begotten as
Cain was begotten, we are naturally begotten in the likeness of Adam,
·alienated from God. Hence it is we know not, we cannot know in
the true knowledge of it, the nature of sin. It needs a spiritual eye
and a spiritual judgment to really perceive the character of sin from
God's standpoint, and therefore it is God has given a test in His holy
Law. It is by the Law the knowledge of sin comes to the sinner. If
God had not given the Law, well, by what means then should man
come to know his transgression, inasmuch as " sin is the transgression
of the Law" 1 If there be no Law, transgression cannot be reckoned,
and therefore it is that God has given since the fall this supreme, this
perfect test of human obedience, framing it into two tables, the first
table representing man's duty to God, the second table man's duty
to his fellow-man. And the secret of perfect obedience to this most
perfect Law is summed up as the Lord Jesus has taught us again and
again in the word" love." "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all "thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength." That is the first table of the Law. And thy neighbour shalt thou love even as thou lovest thyself. That is the second
table of the Law. Love, then, is the fulfilling of the Law. But by
nature we have not this love of God. There is no one here to-night
who will affect in self-defence to presume to say that he does love his
fellow-man as he loves himself. Now this being so there follow the
terrible consequences of disobedience: "Cursed is everyone that
continueth not in all things written in the Book of the Law to do
them." Thus it is, then, we come by the Law to the knowledge
of sin. But this, dear friends, let it be added, is necessary, that the
Law should be applied in the spirituality of it, and not merely by the
letter of it, to the conscience, and this is the office of the Holy Ghost.
" When He is come He shall convict the world of sin," He shall bring
the Law to bear upon the conscience-the holy Law, the most good
Law of God, for the commandment is holy, and just, and good. Any
failure that follows, dear friends, is and must be on the side of him
who is subject to the Law. The Law has no flaw of imperfection in it.
The Law is the revelation of the righteousness of God, and hence, in
the second place, it is the work of the Holy Ghost to reveal the righteousness of which Jesus here speaks. And if there be some, and I
trust there are some to-night here, whom the Spirit has for many
years been teaching this great truth that all our human righteousnesses
in God's sight are only filthy rags, then these hunger and thirst after
a better righteousness. Jesus says to such here to-night, " Blessed
are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness "-they are blessed.
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Their thirst is a blessed evidence that the Holy Ghost has a work
wrought in their hearts. Oh, one of the first operations of the convicting Spirit is to make sinners dissatisfied with their best-~issatisfied
with their best works, their best motives, their best thoughts, their
best ways. He goes on to strip them more and more completely of
all righteousness which they can call their own, and this process of
stripping, I take it, continues throughout the whole Christian experience
of those whom God saves by His grace. Those who are here to-night
who have been longer in the way of the Lord Jesus than possibly others,
will be amongst the first to confess that they are growing increasingly
dissatisfied with themselves, increasingly dissatisfied with their 'best
works, very much dissatisfied with their private prayers, very dissatisfied with their methods of studying God's Word, very dissatisfied
with their going out and coming in where the Gospel is preached,
where the Word of God is unfolded, and where the merits of the Lord
Jesus are exalted. Oh, it must be so, for" if we walk in the light as
He is in the light," then sin will be discovered to our conscience in
'that light, But blessed be God, it is in the sphere of that light that
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses the true believer from present sin,
cleanses him, meets the accusations which conscience and memory
and the Law bring against him, and we bless God that the blood and
the light are under the Gospel co-operative in their effects upon the
consciences pf the dear people of God. And what God has joined
together, namely the light that discovers sin to the conscience and the
hlood which answers the charges made by that light, no man can put
asunder, Satan cannot put asunder. So that, dear children of God,
if the Spirit has proceeded thus far in His gracious operations in your
hearts so that sin becomes increasingly sinful in your estimation, be
of good cheer, be of good cheer; being His work, it is sound and solid;
being His work it cannot fail; He will deepen it in your souls, sin
will become increasingly sinful; equally, things which you passed
over as little, to your soul's interest all such will become magnified in
their offensiveness, they will be a burden which will lie heavy upon
our hearts, and they will serve to bring us more frequently to the
mercy-seat to plead the precious, precious blood of God's dear Son.
Yes, "when He is come," He shall prove the world to be in the wrong
on the subject of sin and of righteousness.
ITo be concluded.)
THERE must be faith before there can be the fruits of faith, and
strong faith before there can be much and ripe fruit. Little faith
will receive but little from Christ.-Romaine.
WHEN the soldiers came to plunder the house of a godly Scotch
woman whose husband fell at Bothwell Brig, "they threatened to
take all she had, to leave her nothing to put in her or on her. 'You
can't,' she said, , you can't take God from me, and He is the Portion of
mine inheritance."-Preachers of Scotland, p. 163.
.
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A DISCOURSE ON THE BENEFIT WHICH THE HOLY
SPIRIT OF GOD IS OF TO MAN IN HIS JOURNEY
~
THROUGH LIFE.
PREACHED AT CHRIST CHURCH, IN NEWGATE STREET, LONDON, ON
WmT-MoNDAY, MAY 19TH, 1755, BY THE REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE,
lI'I.A., RECTOR OF ST. ANDREW-BY-THE-WARDROBE, AND ST. ANN,
BLACKFRIARS, LONDON.
(Concluded from p. 211.)
FROM these authorities of Scripture, and of our own church, it must be
evident to every unprejudiced person, that the heart is by nature
inclined to evil, hard and stony, and unwilling to receive any good
impressions, and no power can soften it but an almighty Spirit, Whose
grace alone is able to renew it after the image of Him that created it.
And after the understanding is enlightened, and the will and
affections renewed, we still want grace every moment to enable us to
go on in the ways of holiness. After we have received justifying grace,
we continually stand in need of the sanctifying grace of the holy Spirit.
We cannot take one step without his assistance: for it is He Who
worketh in us both to will and to do. We have no power nor might
in ourselves, but all our sufficiency is of God. In our spiritual course
His grace is as necessary, as breathing is to the body. There is but
one word in Scripture for the air which the body breathes, and for that
grace which is the breath of our spiritual life ; and if yotrtannot move,
much less run a race, without breath, how then can you run through
your Christian course without grace 1 You must breathe the air in at
every step, and you must have grace breathed into you every step you
take in your way to heaven. And therefore when our blessed Lord
breathed upon the apostles, He at the same time explained the meaning
of what He did by saying, " receive ye the Holy Ghost," Whose gracious
office it is to act upon the soul as breath does upon the body: and hence
it is called inspiration, which signifies breathing in, and since this
inspiration is as necessary to our spiritual life, as breath is to our animal
life, is it not from hence certain, that we cannot take one step in the
ways of holiness, unless the inspiration of the Almighty enable us to
proceed 1
And these are the sentiments of the Word of God. "0 Lord, I know,
says Jeremiah (x. 23), that the way of man is not in himself, it is not in
man that walketh to direct his steps." The Psalmist acknowledges it,
for he prays, " Hold up my goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps slip
not. Incline my heart unto Thy testimonies, and make me to go in
the path of Thy commandments." And again he says, " I will run in
the way of Thy commandments, when Thou shalt enlarge my heart,"
when Thou shalt give it freedom and liberty, that it may walk with
pleasure in those paths which are to the natural man grievous. And
the New Testament opens and explains these expressions of the Old,
by assuring us, that believers " walk in the Spirit, and are led by the
Spirit," and are strengthened by the Spirit in the inner man, " Who
gives them grace to serve God acceptably: for the fruit of the Spirit

The Gospel Magazine

253

is in all goodness, and righteousness, and truth, proving what is acceptable unto the Lord." And to enable us to produce these fruits, the
Comforter is to be with us for ever. He is to guide and direct our lives,
and to govern our conversations. He will never leave us, nor forsake
us, but will support us with His grace every moment. And this,
His continual assistance, our church prays for in these words:
" 0 God, forasmuch as without Thee we are not able to please Thee,
mercifully grant that Thy holy Spirit may in ALL thiugs direct and rule
our hearts" (19th Sunday after Trinity). And agaiu, "0 Lordgrant that by Thy holy inspiration we may think those things that be
good, and by Thy merciful guidance may perform the same" (5th
Sunday after Easter). From whence it is evident, that the holy
Spirit is our guide through the journey of life. The whole work of
sanctification is His. He cleanses the heart, purifies it, fills it full of
faith, and hope, and love, and elll'iches it with all the sweet and heavenly
tempers of the blessed Jesus. He sanctifies every visitation to God's
people; if it be prosperous, He keeps them humble; if it be adverse,
He arms them with patience, and thus He makes all things work
together for their good. God grant you may all find these truths
verified by your own experience: for truths they are, and you cannot
. deny them. If you believe the Word of God, and if you pay any
regard to the doctrines of our church, you must confess that the Holy
Spirit is the Author and finisher of our happy journey through life.
Sinful, fallen man has no light to direct him in the way, until the Holy
Spirit remove the darkness of the understanding, and reveal every
saving truth, and then he sees the paths which lead to everlasting joy.
This is the first step. But when he sees them he has no will to walk
in them. His heart is set against them, it is hard and stony, and
inflexibly evil. The Holy Spirit alone has power to work upon it,
and to melt it down into a softer tender heart, which will freely yield
to have the law of God engraven upon it. And after we have taken
this step, after we have seen the right road in which our journey lies,
and are disposed to walk in it, yet we want power to succeed successfully.
Sin made us weak and infirm, and inbred corruption keeps us so, and
therefore the same good Spirit, that worketh all in all, must go along
with us every step to strengthen our weakness, and support us every
moment to help our infirmities. We are not sufficient for these things
of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God.
And since the evidence of this doctrine is clear and full, and not to
be denied by any person, who allows the authority of Scripture, I may
here rest the matter at present, and inquire what effect your assent to
it has produced. Have you desired to experience the truth of it 1 Or
have you found the comfort of it in your souls 1 Do you remember
when the Holy Spirit opened your eyes, and brought you out of darkness
into His marvellous light 1 Is your will reconciled to the will of God 1
And are you able to conform your lives and conversations to it 1 If
you are in this happy state, and if before God, the searcher of hearts,
you can declare that He has done these wonders for your salvation, 0
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be thankful unto Him, and live a life of praise and gratitude. 1\iay the
Holy Spirit direct every thought, and word, and work, to the honour and
glory of Jesus Christ your Saviour and your God. But,
If you call yourselv~s Christians, and yet know nothing of those grcat
changes, which the Holy Spirit must work in your hearts before you
are Christians indeed, 0 consider in what a dangcrous state you live.
If God be true, your souls arc in darkness, your hearts in si n, and all
your faculties under the power of Satan, and until you be enlightened
and converted, have a new heart, and a new nature, you are children of
wrath, and if you die in this state, you are lost and ruined to all
eternity. If ever you see the face of God with joy, you must be renewed
in the spirit of your mind. You must be made just and holy. All
this must be done. You must experience it, and you will know it as
certainly as you know any truth, when the Holy Spirit bears testimony
with your spirits, that you are the children of God.
But you have been told that this doctrine is enthusiasm. It is so,
in the opinion of the world, and it ever was, and ever will be. It must
be enthusiasm to the natural man to talk of the inward working of the
Holy Spirit; for he discerneth not the things of the Spirit of God,
neither can he know them, because he has no spiritual discernment.
To a man who never found himself in darkness, never felt the hardness
of his heart, never mourned over his inability
to walk in the ways
of
"
.
holiness, it must appear like vision and madness to talk of being enlightened, and renewed, and strengthened in the inner man by the Holy
Spirit. And indeed this doctrine is become ridiculous. It is become
the very mark and badge of religious frenzy. As soon as you mention
any work of the Holy Spirit, you are supposed to be a little turned in
the head, and if you dare maintain the necessity of His grace, you are
quite given over. And this shame and reproach is hard to bear.
Many persons, who in their consciences assent to the doctrine, are
terrified from owning it for fear of the world, and. thereby lose all its
comforts. I am acquainted with several persons in this unhappy
state. God grant you may be all free from it. But as it is a common
t'lmptation, with which it is probable every Christian \\~ll be tried, it
will therefore be proper to consider it.
This is, I suppose, your state. You assent in your minds to the
truth of the doctrine, but dare not own it for fear of being called
enthusiasts. What weakness is this? Consider well what you lose by
being afraid of a nick-name. Can any thing be more weak and foolish,
than to set out alone upon your journey for eternity, and to reject the
only Guide who can direct you safe, because you will be ridiculed for
following His directions; and so for fear of being laughed at, you
blunder on in the wrong way, until you fall at last into the pit of
destruction? And then how will this reflection add to your misery,
that you had no temptation to reject the Holy Spirit's guidance, but
the ridicule of the world. The Scripture assured you, that He was
your only guide, and you believed it. The Church of England taught
you to pray to Him, and to seek Him for your only guide, and you
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assented to her doctrines. And yet you gave up the SC1~pture, gave
up the doctrines of your own Church, for fear of a nick-name; nay
more, you gave up your hopes of eternal glory. Good God, what
magic is there in a name, that it should charm you out of heaven! How
dreadful is reproach, if it should terrify you more than hell! Shou1d
not we have thought it unaccountable, if we did not see it every day,
that a hard name, which is but a sound and nothing more, should work
so wonderfully upon the mind. But, men and brethren, use your
reason. Will you give up all that is dear and valuable to avoid a nickname 1 Will you lose all the graces and comforts of the Holy Spirit
for fear of being called an enthusiast 1 Certainly you cannot act so
weak and wicked a part, and you will not if you fly to the Holy Spirit
for grace, whenever you find reproach like to stagger your faith. He
will enable you to overcome the temptation, if you seek His strength.
He can so arm you with might in the inner man, that the ridicule of
the world will make no impression upon you; nay, He can make it
sweet, He will enable you even to bear it and love it. God grant you
may now seek His strength. 0 that He may now be present among
you with His almighty grace, and dispose everyone of you to take Him
for your guide through the journey of life, and then He will fill your
hearts with that perfect love of God, which will cast out the fear of men.
But if you are not affected with these motives, if you still see no
necessity for being guided by the blessed Spirit, would to God I could
discover the secret springs of your hearts, and turn them to that adorable person, Whose grace alone can make you happy. 0 that I could
convince you so far, as to put you this moment upon seeking the
gracious guidance of the eternal Spirit. But this is His own work. We
must plead and intreat, and importune you to seek His assistance, but
the SUCJ:less must come from Him. The word itself is but a dead letter,
unless He animate it; and therefore the preaching of it can have no
power, unless He accompany it. We may plant and water, but He
must give the increase. 0 that it may be abundant this day to the
glory of Jesus Christ. And all of you who desire it, will join your
hearts with mine in requesting it of Him.
o Almighty God, Who as at this time didst teach the hearts of Thy
faithful people by the sending to them the light of Thy Holy Spirit,
send we beseech Thee the same Spirit to enlighten our understandings,
that we may have a right judgment in all things, and may His grace
operate with power upon our hearts, softening their hard stony nature,
and making them willing to obey the law of God; and then grant that
He may finish this great work, by enabling us to proceed in the ways
of holiness, until we happily end the journey of life. 0 may the eternal
Spirit come down upon this whole congregation, and enlighten, and
renew, and strengthen everyone of us in the inner man, that we may
now and evermore rejoice in His holy comfort, through the merits of
Christ Jesus our Saviour, Who liveth and reigneth with the Father and
the Spirit, three Persons of equal honour, and glory, and dominion,
now and for ever. Amen and Amen.
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AN "OUT-OF-DATE" LIBRARY.
I WAS much pleased to read of a correspondent having bought a
volume of the GOSPEL I1UGAZINE for sixpence, and saying, though
considered out-of-date by the bookseller, "it is up-to-date for me."
Probably there may be many readers who are constantly on the
look-out for books containing truth, to be picked up for a few coppers;
in this connection it occurred to me that a brief account of what I
have sometimes called" My Penny Library" might be interesting and
not unprofitable.
At the time, some ten years ago, when the Lord was graciously
opening my eyes to see the error in which I was then walking, He
caused my eyes one day to drop on a " Penny Box" outside a bookseller's, and turning carelessly over the contents, I was attracted by a
Memo;!' of Kershaw.

I had never heard the name, but felt unaccountably inclined towards
it, with a feeling that this was a book that would tell me things I
longed to know. How may times since have I blessed God for that
volume.
Much more recently a well-known Strict-Baptist minister gave an
address in which he mentioned that he had read Kei'shaw's Memoirs
some hundreds of times. Speaking to him afterwards, I said, "I cannot
equal your record, but I have read it many times, with neyer-failing
delight. I bought my copy for one penny." He drolly remarked,
" You would not have had it, if I had passed by that box first."
A year or two after my purchase of Kershaw, I was delighted
one day to see in the" Penny Box" outside another shop, the much
briefer memoir of William Gadsby, and about the same time at a shop
just opposite I saw a bound volume (1877), for sixpence, of a magazine
I had never heard of: the GOSPEL 1I1AGAZINE! Oh, with what spiritual
delight and interest I took it home and pored over its pages, and
drank in truths t<> which till that time my eyes had not been opened.
Within the last year or two I was favoured to pick up another year's
volume (1872) of this truly " Gospel" magazine for the same price.
Another purchase from which I have at times derived rich profit
and blessing was nine nicely bound volumes of Gospel Truths and
Gospel Banner. Seeing them placed for sale in an old furniture shop,
I asked the price. "Oh, no one wants these; you can have 'em for
a' bob' !" Needless to say, I at once closed, and have never regretted
that shilling.
The title Credentials, Call and Claims of the Christian Ministry, on
a book in the sixpenny shelf caught my eye another day, and drew a
somewhat speculative sixpence from my pocket, but if ever an investment was rightly made that must be the one, for it has repaid in
soul dividends hundreds per cent. I longed after reading it to see
D~. Doudney's earlier companion book, Retraci'YIfJs and Renewi'YIfJs, but
it was not for a few years that I could come across it, and that when
on a visit to Bristol, when I paid Is. in Denmark Street, and at the
same time paid a penny for a volume of Mr. Lush's Remembrancer.
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Jonathan Edwards On the Freedom of the Will, for which I paid
twopence, was graciously used earlier in my experience, to reason me
out of the free-will tenets which up to that time I had tenaciously
clung to, but after reading Kershaw, I was not satisfied till I could
drop on that book which he mentions as being used of the Lord in his
own spiritual education, Elisha CoZes on the Sovereignty of God.
Literally for years I searched the second-hand booksellers without
success, and if recollection serves aright, was at length favoured to
find it at three-a-penny, with Samuel Eyles Pierce's autobiography, and
George Miiller's Narrative of the £erd's Dealings.
Brainerd's Life for one penny; what an inspiration to continue
faithful under the most depressing circumstances and trying afflictions! Newton's Cardiphonia, also one penny; Rutherford's LeUers,
Toplady's DocJ.rines, More Work for John Wesley, etc., two extremely
difIerent volumes, both purchased at the nominal cost of twopence
each, and both eminently useful to the child of God under His gracious
guidance.
Passing one day down a street in another part of the town, a tew
books were noticed in an old clothes shop, amongst which for three
pence was a bound volume of the Gospel Standard, containing amongst
other valuable truth, Mr. Philpot's letters to a Scotch minister who held
the law to be a believer's rule of life, also his meditations on the Sacred
Humanity and the Office Characters of the Lord Jesus Christ (1860-61).
Mr. Philpot's Memoir and Letters, richly experimental and faithful,
cost me sixpence, while the Diary and Letters of that much-tried and
conscientious servant of God, J oseph Tanner of Cirencester, was added
to my little library for ninepence, the same figure at which I also
bought Daniel Smart's Memoir and Sermon~. Two more I must name,
for which at different times I paid sixpence each, are Dr. Gill's Cause
of God and Truth and his sweet and edifying Cmnmentary on the Song of
Solomon, the latter having a special interest for readers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE as having been printed at Bonmahon by the late Dr.
Doudney.
It has sometimes struck me as remarkable that in my burrowings
for bargains, I have only in one instance met with the works of the
Immortal Coalheaver; and even then it was at the (to me) lrigh price
of one-and-sixpence. Can it be that Iris works are of such spiritual
value that they are in measure preserved from falling into the" penny:'
and" twopenny" bQxes ~ It may be, however, that they are to be
found in other places, as my experience is largely confined to
Birmingham.
In conclusion, on a review of the times and manner of my acquisition
of the various books referred to, I am led to admire and praise the
providential hand of God, Who has brought under my notice and led
me to purchase, often without previous knowledge of their contents,
just those volumes which He has designed should be made most usefnl
to me.
SA-M.

C. NAIBB.
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THE GOSPEL AND ITS INVITATIONS.
1. The Gospel is glad tidings for sinners. It is called, " The Gospel
of the grace of God," because it is the glad ticlings of God's free favour
in Christ Jesus to perishing sinners. It tells of God's love in choosing
them in Christ, in giving His Own Son to die for them, in effectually
calling them by His Spirit, in freely pardoning, justifying, sanctifying,
preserving, and glorifying them in and with Christ. It is called,
" The Gospel of Christ," because it is the glad tidings of the love of
Christ in coming into the world to die for sinners, and thus to sa,e
them from everlasting woe. It is called, " The Gospel of your Salvation," because the proclamation of the truth brings the good news of
salvation to sin-burdened souls, by the power of the Holy Ghost.
" I am not ashamed," said Paul, " of the Gospel of Christ: for it is
the power of God unto salvation, to everyone that believeth."
2. Tbe Gospel is to be proclaimed to all. After His resurrection,
the Lord Jesus said to the eleven, " Go ye into all the world, and preach
the' Gospel to every creature," and enjoined "that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in His Name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem" (Mark xvi. 15; Luke xxiv. 47).
3. All men are si1ll1ers. It would seem, then, that what is required
is to proclaim (for that is the meaning of the word" preach ") the
glad tidings to all.
This is that which the apostles did. Peter, for example, at Cresarea,
in the house of Cornelius, referred to the message God had sent to
Israel, announcing the glad tidings of peace by Jesus Christ. Then
he set forth the following points in order. (1) The Lordship of Jesus
Christ: "He is the Lord of all." (2) The ministry of Christ amongst
men. (3) His death and resurrection. (4) The witnesses of the fact
of His resurrection. (5) His appointment of God " to be the judge
of quick and dead." (6) The testimony of the prophets: "To Him
give all the prophets witness, that through His Name whosoever
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 3~3).
So, too, Paul at Antioch in Pisidia, in the synagogue, announced that
God had, according to His promise, raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus,
of the seed of David. Then he went on to speak of the ministry of
John the Baptist, and of Christ's death and resurrection. He shows
t~at the resurrection of Christ was a fulfilment of Old Testament
Scriptures, and then draws the conclusion, "Be it known unto you
therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto
you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that believe are justified
from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of
Moses" (Acts xiii. 23-39). In this and similar ways did the apostles
preach the Gospel.
4. The facts of the Gospel are presented in order to be believed,
and those who receive and believe the glad tidings are those who have
been taught by the Holy Spirit that they are sinners, who long for
pardon, who desire to be rid of guilt and sin, who ask in anxiety of
soul, " What must I do to be saved 1" The invitations of the Gospel
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are to encourage such, and as used by the Holy Spirit, to lead them
to peace and rest in Christ Jesus the Saviour.
The invitations of the Gospel are not for the unregenerate-and in
these days such are usually 1Jresent when phc Gospel is preachedfor they do not meet their case. The faithful messenger of Christ
will endeavour, relying upon the grace and power of the Holy Spirit,
to bring such to a sense of their sinfulness, and their guilty, ruined,
and lost condition by nature. He will set forth the strictness of the
Jaw of God, and the penalty of its transgression. He will point out
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, the certainty of judgment to come, and
the dreadful doom of the lost. He will point out that in view of coming
judgment, "God now commandeth all men everywhere to repent"
(Acts xvii. 30, 31, and xxvi. 20). At the same time he will preach
Christ, the only Saviour, and tell of God's willingness to receive all
that come in His Name. For" He is able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25), and" Whosoever shall call upon
the Name of the Lord shall be saved" (Rom. x. 13).
But it is wrong, and useless, as some c: Evangelists" do, to invite
sinners, "dead in trespasses and sins," t{) believe and to come to
Christ, for we know that none can come unto Christ except by the gift
of the Father, as said the Lord Jesus (John vi. 65), Who also said
(verse 44), "No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath
sent Me draw him: and I will raise him up a,t the last day."
Moreover, such exhortations have the tendency to lead men to
think that all depends upon themselves, and that at any convenient
time they can respond, believe, and be saved. In fact, such preaching
leads men either to rest on a head knowledge of the truth (or, at
least, some part of the truth), or to think that their salvation depends
upon their own efforts and merits. So deceitfnl is the human heart!
The writer can speak from experience, as for a long time, when under
conviction of sin, his idea was that he had to believe ancl to do good
works, in order to be saved. What he needed, and what under God
brought peace, was the presentation of the full Gospel of the grace
of God; the setting forth of the finished work of the Redeemer.
5. But when the truth of the Gospel is displayed in its fulness, it
often happens that sin-burdened souls are troubled with such questions as these :-Can such a great sinner as I, be saved 1 May I
trust in Christ 1 Will He receive Me 1 Now it is for such douhting
a,nd fearing ones that the invitations of the Gospel are given, invitations which show how ready and willing God is to receive and save all
who repent and turn to Him, relying upon the merits of the Son of
His love.
It should be carefully noted that such invitations are addressed to
those who are in a certain condition of mind and heart. Are any athirst
for spiritual blessings 1 "Ho, everyone that tl!ij'stetl!, come ye to the
waters" is the invitation. Are they spiritually poor 1 Do they
realize that they have no merit of their own-nothing to recommend
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them to the favour of God, but rather quite the reverse 1 "He that
hath no money," the invitation continues, " come ye, buy and eat,
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money, and without price"
(Isaiah Iv. 1).
•
Do any long for the reimssion of their sins 1 Where is that to be
found 1 The answer is, In Ohrist, " In Whom we have our redemption, the forgiveness of our sins"; and His invitation is, "If any
man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink" (John vii. 37).
Does the mourning, sin-burdened soul yearn for salvation 1 "Come
unto Me," said the Lord Jesus, "all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest."
Are any troubled as to God's \villingness to save them 1 Does the
truth of Sovereign Election perturb 1 Here is God's own gracious
invitation (Isaiah xlv. 21, 22), " There is no God else beside Me; a
just God and a Saviour; there is none beside Me. Look unto Me,
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there
is none else."
The Lord Jesus said: "All that the Father giveth Me shall come
to Me; AND HIM THAT COMETH TO ME I WILL IN NO WISE CAST OUT"
(John vi. 37). "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN Hm should not perish,
but have everlasting life." In short, are any willing to be saved in
God's way-by grace; through the merits of Christ alone 1 Then,
"Let him that is athirst come: and whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely" (Rev. xxii. 17).
May God graciously bless His Own Word to the removing of the
fears of some of the" Little Faith's" in His family, and to the bringing of them into the full assurance of faith and hope.
Box 4706,
ROBERT J. NoYEs, B.D.
Lloydminster (Bask.), Oanada.
"MY BRETHREN."
THE Bible reader hows that Joseph was a type of Christ in many
particulars of his remarkable life. The beloved of his father, the
envy of his brethren, his being taken into Egypt, his enduring that
suffering which in God's eternal purpose led him to great honour;
these and several other points correspond with the great Antitype.
One of the most touching incidents in the account of J oseph is that
in which he revealed himself to his brethren. So vivid is it that we
almost see the pent-up emotion which culminated in his sending all
away from him to be alone with his brethren and give vent to his
feelings. So audible was his weeping that the Egyptians and the
house of Pharaoh heard it. When he was able to speak, he said, " I
am Joseph; doth my father yet live 1" No wonder his brethren could
not answer and " were troubled at his presence." They remembered
all they had done, and knew their guilt, and no doubt drew back in
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their fear. But Joseph lovingly said, "Come near to me I pray you."
They came near; then Joseph said, " I am Joseph y01t1' brother whom
ye sold into Egypt." He tenderly comforted them. "Now, therefore,
be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves that ye sold. me hither;
for God did send me before you to preserve life." Then he talked to
them, thrice affirming that God had sent him there. Finally he fell
upon Benjamin's neck and wept. "He kissed all his brethren and
wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with him."
Now let, us leave the type, and may the Holy Spirit open our eyes
and our hearts to see" things concerning Himself," our " Brother born
for adversity," Christ, the Saviour, Ruler, Master, and yet Brother.
May our hearts burn within us as of old when" He talked with them
by the way."
When we are brought face to face with Him, as every quickened
soul is, there is at first awe. Do we not remember, as Joseph's brethren
did, all we have done, all we have been, and all we have merited. He
brings us to Himself alone, apart from the cynical gaze of the world, with
all its simulated wisdom, and false counsel, and miserable comforters.
The Holy Spirit deals with us. We see our aggravated sins and
enormous guilt in dread array. We are convinced of sin, convicted
of sin, and then Jesus is revealed as our Kinsman Redeemer. "I am
Jesus." In the language of one of old we rejoice as we behold and
say:"What though your numerous sins exceed
The stars that fill the skies,
And aiming at the Eternal Throne,
Like pointed mountains rise.
"See here an endless ocean flows

Of never-failing grace!
Behold a dying Saviour's veins
The sacred flood increase I
"It rises high, and drowns the hills,
Has neither shore nor bound,
Now if we search to find our sins
Our sins can ne'er be found."

No, they cannot be found, for" Thou wilt cast all their sins into the
depths of the sea"; and that sea of Jesus' blood rises high and drowns
the hills, and has neither shore nor bound. Dear downcast mourning
reader, just think of it. Think of His announcement, " I am Jesus,"
and think of all that name Jesus implies: "Thou shalt call His name
Jesus for-for He shall save His people from their sins." "Be of good
cheer, I have overcome." "It is finished." "Forgiven you all trespasses: blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross."
And then He goes even further. Like J oseph He calls us brethren:
" I am Jesus, your Brother." Victory accomplished, the battle won,
the triumph song fills the air, and His loving greeting is heard: "Go
tell My brethren that they go into Galilee, and there they shall see Me."
18
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They saw the risen Christ, and they saw the ascending Christ. "I
ascend unto my Father and your Father." See how He associates
His beloved with Himself in ascension glory as well as' in finished
salvation. "My dead Body shall arise." We are very members
incorporated in His mystical Body. Moreover as brethren we have
familiar intercourse with Him. He walks with us and tallrs with us,
. talks of family matters which only the family can understand, or indeed
are permitted to know. "The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear Him, and He will show them His covenant." Our interests are
His interests. "It matters to Him about us." Yes, dear reader, and
are not His interests yours and mine too! All that pleases Him is
delightful to us. We share His joy, and all which militates against
Him is agony to us. We share His grief. "Your life is hid with Ohrist
in God," so that life, love, joy, peace, rest are all bound up in Him,
and cannot exist apart from Him.
There are several characteristics of "My brethren" given in His
sacred Word. (1)" Whosoever shall do the will of My Father which
is in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and mother." What
is His will! (see John vi. 40): "This is the will of Him that sent Me,
that everyone which seeth the Son and believeth on Him may have
everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day." (2)" My
brethren are those which hear the word of God and do it" (Luke
viii. 21). (3) Identification with Himself. "I was an hungered, and
ye gave Me meat," etc. Lord, when! "Inasmuch as ye have done
it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me."
(4) "Go, tell My brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall
they see Me." When He bids us go He will meet us, and not only so,
but He bids us tell. He has done such wonderful things for us and
made us glad. Let us tell each other of these blessed manifestations
and comfort one another. We cannot tell all. It. is unutterable.
"My Saviour rests beside me, as we hold communion sweet j
H I tried I could not utter what He says when thus we
meet."

But let us tell them all He bade us, tell them where they shall see
Him. Tell that He is risen. Tell the.m how great things the Lord
hath done for them. "Tell John what things ye have seen and heard."
Tell them of the blood shed, of the life given, of the Spirit's power,
of the love that never fails, of the joy with Him. Tell, dear friends,
of the peace which has filled thy soul, how it came and what it is.
Thy brother and His brother will rejoice with thee. Tell them of the
conflict, but tell theni of the Overcomer. Bid them be of gool1 cheer,
for He has overcome, and tell them that" God always causeth us to
triumph in Ohrist." "Who in the strength of Jesus trusts is more
than conqueror." We all know, in matters of this life, what additional influence and force attend the narration of an event if the
person narrating it is able to say; I know it is true because I saw it,
I heard it, I felt it, as the case may be. So when we have had an
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uplift, let us tell it. The Lord will hearken and: hear. It will be
written in His book of remembrance.
Well, the subject of "My brethren" is very sweet, and of "my
Brother" still sweeter. I would fain linger over it. We love His
words of endearment, the words which tell of tenderest, closest union
with Himself, nay, in Himself. They are exceedingly precious. And
in the glory to come how inexpressibly joyous the thrill to hear and
see the Divine Boaz, our" near Kinsman," even our Brother.
"Darkness and doubt had veiled my mind and drowned my
head in tears,
Till sovereign grace with shining rays dispelled my gloomy
fears.

Oh, what immortal joys I felt, and transports all Divine,
When Jesus told me I am His, and my Beloved mine !
In va.in
. the. tempter frights my soul, and breaks my peace
ill

Yam,

One glimpRe, dear Saviour, of '.rhy Face revives my joys
. "
agaIn.

" Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give
you the kingdom."
All, all of grace, grace ahounding.
NRTTTE.
TREES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
By THE LATE G. A., OF BIRKENHEAD.
THESE trees have: (1) A root in the electing love of the Father;
(2) Support by the mediatorial work of Christ; (3) Sap by the grace of
the Spirit.
.
They must, then, be fruitful, when planted so near this river of
eternal love, mercy, and grace. David tells us in the 1st Psalm not
only that the man of God is like a tree whose leaf shall not fade, but
that all he doth shall prosper. Oh, say you, this is a staggerer! Alas
I cannot be such a man, for in many things, both of a spiritual and
temporal kind, I have not prospered. Stop a little, and consider for
a moment; what if thiS blessed man, so wonderful in his being separate
from sinners, and possessing God's law in the midst of his bowels,
should be none other than Christ Himself, the chief Tree of the wood,
in Whom all our fruit is found? What then? Doth all He doeth
prosper? If it should be the pleasure of the Lord, poor sinner, that
He save your soul, put His fear in your heart, and begin a good work
in you, will that prosper? Or shall hell and your unbelief defeat it ?
When Abraham bought the field of Ephron, the Hittite, for the sake
of the cave that was therein, he purchased all the trees that were.in
the field; and so when the Son of God united Himself with our nature
and had power given Him over all flesh, it was for the sake of the trees
of righteousness, the planting of the Lord. He undertook the office
of Mediator; and for all God had given Him, out of every nation,
kindred, tongue and people, the full price was paid.
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"WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST!"
MATT. xxii. 42.

THIS question was addressed by the Lord Jesus Christ to some of the
chief religious leaders of His day. It is an important question, and
upon the manner in which it is answered depends more than can be
expressed in words.
J ohn Newton, an eminent servant of the Lord-one of the founders
of the Church Missionary Society-who finished his miuistry over one
hundred years ago, wrote many helpful hymns, and in one of them he
refers to this question in the following words :"What think you of Christ? is the test,
To try both your state and your scheme;
You cannot be right in the rest,

Unless you think rightly of Him.
As JESUS appears in your view,

As He is beloved or not,
So God is disposed to you,
And mercy or wrath are your lot."
The truth thus expressed deserves the utmost consideration, The
eternal state of each individual-to whom the Gospel comes-depends
upon the answer given to the Lord's inquiry, "What think ye of
Christ! "
The religious professors to whom the Lord put this direct question
were unable to answer Him when He tested them upon the point of
His divinity as well as His humanity (Matt. xxii. 46). Their merely
intellectual learning gave them no spiritual insight into the truths
revealed in those Scriptures they claimed to regard as the Word of
God. What human learning could not do for them was done for Peter
by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. When the Lord said to Peter,
" Whom say ye that I am ! " Peter's reply was definite. He had been
so illuminated by the Spirit of all Truth that he could state without
any reservation whatever, " Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living
God" (Matt. xvi. 15, 16).
This was Peter's creed. It was the outward expression of his
inward faith or belief. In these few words Peter was inspi,.ed (see
Matt. xvi. 17) to declare both the divinity and the humanity of the
Lord Jesus. The expression " Thou art the Son of the Living God"
can mean nothing less than the absolute divinity of the Son of God.
The name Ch,.ist signifies" The Anointed" (see John i. 41, margin),
and the Lord, publicly reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah
(Luke iv. 16-19), said, " I am anointed to preach the Gospel; I am
sent to heal the broken-hearted, to recover the sight of the blind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised." He thus declared Himself to be
the Servant of God, " anointed with the Holy Ghost" (Acts x, 38).
These truths were again specially set forth by the Apostle Paul
in the words, " Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery
to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation and took
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upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men,
and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" (Philippians ii. 6-8).
It has to be remembered that the Apostle Paul was directly taught
by the Lord Jesus (Gal. i. 12) after He had risen from the grave and
ascended on high; therefore, the utmost importance must be attached
to all the teaching of the Apostle. He affirms, " When the fulness of
the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we
rrright receive the adoption of sons" (Gal. iv. 4-5).
With these positive statements before the reader, may he or she
be enabled to say" By the grace of God I humbly confess that I do
believe that the Lord Jesus is truly God and truly man, that He is
, Emmanuel-God with us ' (Matt. i. 23), that' Great is the mystery
of godliness, God was manifest in the flesh' " (1 Tim. iii. 16).
This point having been reached, and settled by God's Own Word,
it is necessary to proceed further, and declare that the same authority
avers that the Lord Jesus" is holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate
from sinners" (Heb. vii. 26); that He, the Sinless One, "offered
Himself without spot [or fault of any kind, see margin] to God"
(Heb. ix. 14) that He rrright redeem His people with His " precious
blood" (1 Peter i. 18, 19) from the righteous sentence of eternal death
pronounced by the holy law upon every sinner (Gal. iii. 10-13).
As Divine, the Son of God could not die, but taking upon Himself
human nature and becorrring man He did die, and thus the proclamation can be made, "God was in Christ reconciling the world unto
Himself, not imputing [or reckoning] their trespasses unto them, and
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation."
" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and
sent His Son to be the propitiation [or peace-making offering] for our
sins" (1 John iv. 10). Let it ever be kept in mind that the Lord
Jesus said, " I and My Father are one" (John x. 30); therefore, the
Son's love in offering Himself was equal to the Father's love in giving
His Son to die. "0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
. knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and His
ways past finding out!" (Rom. xi. 33).
Not only did the Lord Jesus die in the place and room of all those
who believe in Him, but He perfectly obeyed the holy law on their
behalf. He obtained a perfect righteousness for them (Jer. xxxiii. 16 ;
Isaiah lxi. 10; Rom. iii. 21, 22); and, further, through Him the Holy
Spirit dwelleth in the hearts of believers (John xiv. 16,17,23; xvi. 13;
Eph. iii. 17; ii. 22), and by the Holy Spirit believers are sanctified
(1 Thess. v. 23), made" new creatures in Christ Jesus" (2 Cor. v. 17),
and are enabled to bring forth spiritual fruit to God (Gal. v. 22-25).
Truly the Lord Jesus is the Beginning and the Ending of His people's
salvation (Rev. i. 8), as He Himself declares.
There is one other important fact that needs to be' very clearly
stated to-day. Anticipating the soul-destroying errors of these last
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times, the Holy Spirit very definitely declares (Isaiah liii. 9), "There
WaS no deceit in His mouth."
Therefore, believers know that every
single statement-whether doctrinal or historic-that the Lord Jesus
Christ made is absolutely correct in every particular.
- Reader! you have an immortal soul. Eternity is before you.
After death cometh the Judgment (Heb. ix. 27). At that Judgment
final sentence will be pronounced. If you savingly believe in the Lord
Jesus you will stand before that Judgment-seat as spotless as though
you had never sinned, because the Blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son,
has cleansed you from every sin (1 John i. 7, 9; Rev. vii. 14); but if
you in any way neglect Him, reject Him, deny Him, or betray Him,
you will bind your sins upon you for ever, and your guilt will sink you
to unending woe.
- You have been asked the question at the head of this paper; may
you be enabled to answer with the Rev. John Newton:
"If asked what of Jesus I think?

Though still my hest thoughts are hut poor,
I say, He's my Meat and my Drink,
My Life and my Strength and my Store;
lIfy Shepherd, my Husband, my Friend,
My Saviour from sin and from thrall;
My hope from beginning to end,
My Portion, my Lord, and my All."

P. 1. B.

OF LIKE PASSIONS.
" ELIAS was a man subject to like passions as we are," and if Elias,
then all the saints and servants of God of whom we read in the Old
Testament, and each of us is more like one or another of them, or in
different respects like several. I might be as jealous as Miriam, as
sulky as J onah, and as impetuous as Samson; and my friends might be
as placid as Boaz, or as resolute as Mordecai. One might be as readily
dejected as Joshua was, another as pliable as Aaron, another might
become harsh as Asa did. As there is no new thing, so there is no new
characteristic under the sun. God describes His people as those elect
who cry day and night unto Him; but there is not one of them who
doeth good and sinneth not. Jesus, and He only, was perfect; by
nature His people are not like Him. But it is one of their unspeakable
mercies that they stand now before the judgment seat of Christ, Whose
life was given for them. He does not seek their judgments on each
other, for His own understanding is absolute, His compassions are
Divine, and His love is like the tide when it comes in and covers the
shore. In the Book of Chronicles the sins of David and of Solomon
are missed out. They are not mentioned; and if it is our mercy to
be bound in the same bundle of life with them, ours too will, when all
IS over, find no place.
But there are like difficulties as well as like passions, to be contended
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with, and although sin is at the bottom of all afflictions and trials it
may be a temptation of the enemy to make the children of God feel
too much as if their crooks were their own fault. If our cares make
us feel guilty, they had the same effect on the Shunamite, when she
complained that the prophet had brought her sin to remembrance
and slain her son. Ezra and Nehemiah confessed and mourned while
they carried the burden and carried through the responsibilities which
God had laid upon them. It is amazing sometimes to think of what
people have gone through, to hear ofthe straits that have been navigated,
or hills crossed. John Warburton, minister of Southill, in Bedfordshire, narrated once in our house an incident which does not appear
in his father's" Wilderness and Mercies." Many of us know the book
with its most touching account of poverty and distress, of multiplying
babes, and of resources which diminished till they could diminish no
longer. But somehow they survived. The youngest son and others
grew up to sufficiency and comfort, and could smile, or get others to
smile, at some of their sufferings. He told that once, when they were
very poor, his mother gave seven and sixpence for sand to scrub with,
as the man said that if she took the whole load she might have it cheap.
No doubt they wondered" where the scene would end." He knewi.e., John senior knew-and often his heart melted with the persuasion
that it would end in everlasting wealth and peace in heaven, in the
presence of God, of His people, and of an innumerable company of
angels. His name was written in heaven. Not only had it been
there from everlasting, as predestinated to be called and conformed
to Christ, but it was written in a place there which would be vacant
until he, having been called and justified, was glorified; until every
day's toil and month's anxiety appointed had come and gone; till
every rest and refreshing, every profit and preparation had fulfilled
their appointment. But in the meantime what about the next day,
or week, or year?
Of course as the hymn says, " others again more smoothly go "or seem to. The Lord knows if they really do, Who plans the whole
of their lives, and Who makes their dispositions and their experiences
to meet. I have heard of some one-a good woman-who wept to
think that she was so far reduced as to have a maid instead of a footman to bring up tea. And so, everyone in his own order is led and
instructed and emptied of self-sufficiency. Samuel's heart sank when
it came to him that he must go to Bethlehem and anoint one of Jesse's
sons. Saul would hear of it, and it would be sure to look like disloyalty
and intrigue. But the Lord smoothed the way. He might call a
sacrifice, and under cover of that anoint the chosen one. (How easy
and inspiriting the first anointing had been compared with all this.)
And so Jesse came, and his sons, and Eliab-" Surely the Lord's
anointed "-apFeared. But no, he was not the one, nor was Abinadab,
nor Shammah-nor any of the others. Would there be any degree of
perplexity, or simply inquiry in the prophet's question, " Are here all
thy children"? Could it be possible that he had been mistaken in
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his mission? For he was a man subject to like passions as we are,
and so must have known the tumultuations of fear and hope and the
harassments of uncertainty. But it came right. The youngest son
remained. David was brought from the sheepfold and was anointed
to be king over Israel. Samuel had hoped to the last son-as the
widow hoped to the last handful of meal, as the church prayed to the
last night, .and none of their expectations were cut off.
The Lord give us a place with His saints, the work of His own hands.
He shall have the praise. His poor, erring, sinful children shall have
the profit. The joy is wrapped up in the unbreakable promise, "I
will say, It is My people, and they shall say, The Lord is my God."
FOLLOWER-ON.

ON THE LORD'S DAY.

o GRACIOUS

Lord of Life and Light and Love,
We need Thy precious gift from Heaven above;
The day when, freed from eartWy care and stress
Thy special benediction us doth bless.
Too oft our minds are set on things of earth,
On gain, or loss, on sorrow, or on mirth.
Do Thou now graciously our hearts attune,
And render them from sounds of earth immune.
Translate our thoughts from earth to Heaven above,
Emancipate our spirits Thee to love;
Thus combinations of our mighty foes
Cannot invade or trouble our repose.
Give us to contemplate Thy work in grace,
To seek and find our Heaveuly Father's face,
To worship Him Who did for sin atone,
And undertakes to lift us to His throne.
Transform us to Thy likeness, blessed Lord;
May Thy good Spirit use the written Word
To cleanse our lives from spot of sinful stain,
And bless the discipline of co=on pain.
So educate us for the Heaveuly joy
Of having God to love without alloy,
The fellowship of kindred souls to meet,
And all our loved in Christ At Home to greet.

A. E.
To the tune of"Here, 0 my Lord, I see Thee face to face."

WOOD.
•

•
•

The Gospel Magazine

269

CHRIST'S ENTRANCE INTO THE HOLIEST.
(Ibm. ix. 12.)
(EXTRACT FROM PROFESSOR SMEATON'S WORK ON The Doctrine of the
Atonement as Taught by the Apostles, pp. 380-383).
BUT how did His entrance into the holiest of all by His own blood
secure eternal redemption, and how is the language to be understood!
Both inquiries will be satisfied when we ascertain the moment at
which this entering took place. The usual interpretation affirms that
it took place at the ascension. But that is burdened with insuperable
difficulties. We are here taught that this entrance on the part of
Christ was the counterpart or truth of what the high priest performed
when he carried the blood into the holiest of all to atone for the sins of
the collective congregation of Israel. Now, if that action of the
Jewish high priest was atoning or expiatory, it plainly had no correspondence to anything done by our great Lord in heaven; for certainly
everything atoning, in the proper sense of the term, was effected by
what was done on earth, not. by what was done in heaven. But if we
carefully examine the sacrificial ritual, no doubt can exist that the
sprinkling of blood in the holiest of all belonged to the expiation
objectively considered. Atoning efficacy attached to the sprinkling of
blood on the mercy-seat, and to the pouring out of blood at the altar.
The text must be understood with reference to this: without the
sheddi'l11J of blood [or perhaps better, the outpouri'l11J of blood] is ,w
"emission (Heb. ix. 22). Though, from the imperfection of the type,
the two elements of priest and sacrifice could not be combined in one,
the proper meaning of this action was, that the priest was viewed as
sprinkling his own blood upon the mercy-seat.
The entrance of our High Priest into the heavenly sanctuary may
be considered as taking place at the moment of Christ's death, when
He resigned His spirit to God, and His blood was poured forth upon
the cross: then He appeared before His Father and Judge. All the
ceremonies on the great day of atonement corresponded with this view,
for the atonement for the people of Israel was not consummated till
the sacrificial blood was sprinkled on the ark of the Covenant. The
figure therefore corresponds with the Lord's entrance into heaven
immediately after His death, when soul and body were sundered, and
not with the idea of a triumphant entrance into heaven, as it took
place at His ascension, with all the jubilee belonging to a coronation
day. In the type, everything assumes that the whole was completed
on the atonement day. And Christ's resurrection on the third day,
eqnivalent and parallel to the return of the high priest from the holy
of holies, was a proof that He had entered with His own blood, and
been accepted. The confusion which has arisen on this subject is
owing to the fact that writers have not duly distinguished between the
Aaronic priesthood and the Melchizedek priesthood.
The explanation above given carries with it an amount of evidence
and appropriateness which contrast, to its advantage, with the other
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view, which only perplexes all who maintain it. When we look at the
passage before us, other indications incline the balance in the same
direction. Thus, the words" He entered by His own blood" plainly
speak of a separation between soul and body. They cannot naturally
be expounded in any other way. And a second expression may be
taken as decisive, " He entered in ONCE"; for in all the other passages
where this word is used in connection with· Christ's work, it is contrasted with the frequent repetition of the Old Testament sacrifices
(vii. 23). It is always used as descriptive of something finished or
completed, without the possibility of perpetuating the action, or of
adding to it (1 Pet. iii. 18). The expression is used by the apostles to
distinguish the atonement as completed once for all, from the intercession, which is continuous; and these two are never to be confounded
(Heb. ix. 25-27). For the object contemplated, only one entry was
necessary, not to be repeated; and this expression, therefore, is
diametrically opposed to the view that the language of this verse refers
to Christ's ascension to intercede; for the offering of Himself a sacrifice
was completed once for all.
This explanation was first proposed by several eminent Dutch
divines about the middle of last century, who felt how unsatisfactory
was the common interpretation; but it never received the currency or
approval to which it was entitled. The more it is considered, the
more does it commend itself, and the more do evidences multiply in its
favour. A double entry into heaven is indicated in these chapters,the first at the time of Christ's death, the second when He entered with
His risen body as the l\'Ielchizedek priest. Aaron's priesthood does
not seem to have typified anything beyond Christ's resurrection.

THE LATE LORD KINNAIRD ON GIVING.
THE late Lord Kinnaird died on Jan. 30th last. The Daily Telegraph
'of Jan. 31st describes him as " a great philanthropist" and " a strong
Low Churchman." It is well known that his sympathies were Evangelical and Protestant. In reference to him the Daily Telegraph says:
" In the old days of Exeter Hall there was no more familiar figure at
the May meetings, at which he was the frequent advocate of missionary,
philanthropic, and religious agencies. • Practically nearly all the
principal, steady, daily giving,' he said, on one occasion, • is done by
people of limited income, and I should say that many give much more
than 10 per cent. I consider it fair to include in their calculations
money given in poor rates and school rates, as well as gifts to poor
relations. I don't believe the general run of people give 10 per cent.
I don't believe they give 8 per cent. I don't believe they give 6 per
cent, and I should be surprised to hear that they give 3 per cent.' "
We ourselves have known some Christian people, both amongst the
rich and the poor, who could be described as very liberal in their gifts
for the Lord's work. We have also known some who were far from
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liberal. We have often admired the great liberality of the late George
Miiller. The more we realize how liberally the Lord has dispensed
both spiritual and t.emporal blessings to us the more should we regard
all tbat we possess as not our own, but His property, to be used wholly
for His glory. Our Lord says, " Give, and it shall be given unto you;
good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,
shall men give into .your bosom. For with the same measure that ye
mete withal it shall be measured to you again" (Luke vi. 38). We do
not lose by giving. "There is that seattereth, and yet increaseth;
and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to
poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat, and he that watereth
shall be watered also himself" (Prov. xi. 24, 25).

THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
following donations for the Fund:" A Well Wisher"

"M. E. T."
"X. Y. Z."
"J. P. S."
" A Thankoffering "
Mr. F. Bolton..
Mrs. G. 11'1:. Hammond

I

£0 5 0 Mrs. A. M. Palmer .. £0 5 6
0 4 0 "L. N."
..
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0 4 0 Mrs. Duncan, (per Mr.
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R. E. Brider)
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0 10 0 "A Widow" ..
020
0 2 0 Mr. C. IJansdown
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-" That GOSPEL MAGAZINE you gave me was a
beautiful book, and full of truth," so said a sailor to me, and we
continue to hear on all sides how much the literature of truth is valued
by the men of the sea. A letter recently received says: " Mrs. - whose husband I expect you knew, and who went home recently in so
sudden a way, asked me to write to you for her to say that she has
about 50 volumes of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and if any or all of these
would be of use to you in your work she would like you to have them."
Needless to say we heartily welcomed the whole 50 volumes for the use
of our soldiers and. sailors in the various stations. We are always
requiring bound volumes in the work, and shall value fresh gifts from
our friends.
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Rord, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristo/., May, 1923.
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l!Jrotestant 15earon.
THE ROYAL VISIT TO THE POPE.
A GREAT demonstration against the Royal visit to the Pope was held
at the Royal Albert Hall, London, on Tuesday, April 10th last. Ten
thousand people assembled, and great enthusiasm prevailed. The
feelings of Protestants all over the Empire were ably voiced by the
various speakers. A resolution appealing to the Prime Minister to
advise the abandonment of the visit was carried with acclamation
and amid intense enthusiasm. We subjoin the English Churchman's
report of the speech of the Rev. H. Tydeman Chilvers, who seconded
the resolution.
"The resolution was seconded by the Rev. H. Tydeman Chilvers,
pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, in a remarkably able speech
which stirred the enthusiasm of the audience to a flame. He, too, he
said, had received many messages about the meeting. The first
suggested that it was a great pity that the pastor of the Metropolitan
Tabernacle had nothing better to do than to waste his time at a meeting
like that. He need not ask the pardon of that audience for wasting his
time in that way! Continuing, Mr. Chilvers said :" At the outset let me assure this great audience, and all people everywhere whom it may concern, that we Protestants of London and of
Great Britain stand second to none in loyalty to our noble King and
our most gracious Queen. It is because of this that we are here and
are doing what we are.
"The question may be pressed further as to why we make this
demonstration. In the first place let me say that we as Protestants
are making this demonstration against the proposed Royal visit to the
Pope and insisting upon the withdrawal of the envoy from the Vatican
on the highest possible grounds. Our loyalty to our Lord Jesus Christ
as our Saviour and our only High Priest demands it. The Roman
Catholic system robs our Lord of His mediatorial glory. Furthermore,
our acceptance of the Bible as the only authority in faith and morals is
another reason why we make this stand to-night. The freedom and
liberty we enjoy by the power of our Protestant principles is the third
reason why we take this high ground of demonstrating against the
proposed visit. The blessings that have come to us from the Reformation and similar movements, and the great principles for which the
Reformation stood, have brought to us our liberties, our privileges, ten
thousand of our joys, and much of our happiness that we enjoy as
Englishmen.
" ROME'S ARROGANT CLAIMS.
"But I hasten to notice tha(the spiritual and temporal claims of Rome
are such that any traffic with her must necessarily be opposed by all
true Christian patriots. "Semper eadem" is Rome's motto. She
uever changes and can never be satisfied until she sways her sceptre in
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some measure over the nations of the earth. South America, and
Pondoland in South Africa-ask the Dutch Reformed Church-and
hundreds of other places can bear testimony to the evil power of Roman
Catholicism when seen in its truest colours. No salvation outside the
pale of Rome is one of her great tenets. That she is the Harlot and
Babylon of the Revelation we cannot and we will not dispute. Wherever Rome reigns or rules she leaves in her train ignorance, poverty,
loss of stamina, anarchy, trouble, and disaster. "ve cannot, we will not,
forget the past. Papal Rome has persecuted infinitely more than
Pagan Rome ever did. Listen to this, and I want you to take in every
word. In 1873, only fifty-three years ago, just two years before I was
born-I just mention that so that you may see how near it is-Victor
Emmanuel n. entered Rome and made the Quirinal the seat of united
Italy. The Pope then called himself" The Prisoner of the Vatican,"
of course. He issued one of his most shocking excommunications
against the conqueror. It reads as follows :" THE EXCOMMUNICATION OF VICTOR EMMANUEL

n.

" 'By the authority of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
and of the holy Canons, and of the undefiled Virgin Mary, Mother and
Nurse of our Saviour, and of the celestial virgins, angels, archangels,
thrones, dominions, powers, cherubim and seraphim, holy patriarchs,
holy prophet£, apostles and evangelists, and of the holy innocents,
martyrs and holy confessors, virgins and saints, the elect of God, we
excommunicate and we anathematize him, and from the threshold of
the Holy Church of God Almighty we sequester him, that he may be
tormented in eternal and excruciating sufferings. May Father, Son
and Holy Ghost curse him. May he be damned wherever he may be in
the field, in the highway and the byway, in wood or water or in church.
May he be cursed living or dying, eating or drinking, fasting or thirsting,
slumbering or sleeping, standing or sitting, in brain, in faculties, from
the brow of his head to the sole of his foot. In his breast, in his heart,
in his body may he by the Son of the living Goel, with all the glory of
His Majesty, be cursed and damned. Amen, so let it be.'
"That was the great exco=unication order that went from the
Vatican only fifty years ago against King Victor E=anuel n., and
shall we allow our beloved Majesties, the King and Queen of our realm,
to visit the representative of a church of that order and of such antecedents 1 I say in your name and in the name of this great nation, No,
a thousand times No!
"THE NEED OF PROTESTANT BACKBONE.

"My final thought is this: I want to make a:bugle-caU;to Protestants
everywhere to wake up and to seek to create an atmosphere wherein it
will be impossible to arrange easily Royal visits to the Pope. Men and
women, the Protestantism of to-day needs backbone. I think it
would do good if we had a little more Calvinism in our blood. We
must cry war against every movement that leans towards Rome,
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whether it be in the Church of England or in the Nonconformist
Churches. The shame is that within a stone's throw from this building
a longstanding Nonconformist Church should be aping the Pope of
Rome and adopting the Romish system in its methods nnder the cloak
of Nonconformity. These things must be the objects of our attack in
prayer, and by faith in God, and outspokenness against the men who
are taking pay of honest souls for doing unfair work. The Modernists
must go, or we shall have to go. Separation is the order of the day.
" Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
Ye soldiers of the Cross."
Mr. Chilvers' speech was punctuated with approving shouts and
cheers from the audience, greatly rousecl by his uncompromising,
earnest, and eloquent address. When he resumed his seat, there was a
storm of applause which testified afresh to the whole-hearted endorsement of his vigorous views. This continued till he rose and acknowledged the tribute, and then burst out in greater volume than ever.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
IT will interest our readers to know that Mr. Joseph C. Dennis, a
Trustee of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and a member of the Committee
of the Society, has been appointed Joint-Treasurer, in the place of
our late beloved friend, ~1r. A. Hayles. We pray that the Lord would
graciously grant to Mr. Dennis many years of usefulness in this service.
Our friends are heartily invited to our Camberwell Home on Thursdays, June 7th and 14th. On the first date its Anniversary will be
commemorated, and on the second the Annual Sale of Work will be
held at 3 o'clock. This Home, where 39 of the pensioners dwell,
should be visited by all who love the Lord's aged poor, and who cherish
the memory of Joseph Irons, Thomas Bradbury, and many others who
took a personal interest in it.
Caxton Hall was well filled on the occasion of the 116th Annual
Meeting of the Society. Friends from many parts of England and
from Scotland assembled, and it was a " good day" in every sense of
the word. The Rev. R. H. Talbot, Vicar of Annfield Plain, Durham,
preached in the afternoon. After tea the meeting was held, presided
over by G. R Hume, Esq., M.P., supported by the Revs. R. H. Talbot,
W. Sinden, H. Atherton, R. Mortimer, J. J. Beddow, and many
members of the Committee.
In July all the Seven Guinea Pensioners will be advanced to the
Ten Guinea Pension, involving an additional expenditure of £500 per
annum. "As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith."
(An abstract of the 116th Annual Report of the A.P.F.S. has just
come into our hands, and we take this opportunity of warmly commending this Society to the sympathy of our readers. Unlike many
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other Societies of the present day, the A.P.F.S. is "conducted to-day,
as in 1807, by those who know the power of the verbally-inspired
Word of God, and who eschew worldly expedients in the work of the
Society." The Society is true to the great principles of the Reformation and to the great doctrines of the Old Evangelicals. One thousand
and eighteen pensioners are on its books. For these £45 daily are
needed. £1 17s. 6d. pays the expenses of one hour. New annual
subscribers are greatly needed. Here is a Society which believes in
the inerrancy of Scripture and in " the faith once for all delivered to
the saints." With full confidence our readers may become annual
subscribers. Subscriptions will be warmly welcomed by our highlyesteemed friend, Mr. J. E. Hazelton, at the A.P.F.S. Office, St. Paul's
Chambers, 19, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4.)-[EDITOR).

il{ebiellls nUll jl.otircs of lI3ooks.
THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE SABBATH IN THE WORD OF GOD. By the
late REV. PROFESSOR BENJAMIN B. WARFIELD, D.D., LL.D.,
Princeton Theological Seminary, New Jersey, V.S.A. (Messrs.
R. Carruthers & Sons, "Courier" Office, Inverness.) Pp. 16.
Price One Penny. (Post free, lid.; 250 copies, 20/- carriage
paid.)
This excellent pampWet was first published in Scotland in 1918 with
the consent of its eminent author. It is now issued in cheaper form by
the Editor of The Free Presbyter·ian Magazine (Rev. D. Beaton, of
Wick). We have read it with great pleasure and thankfulness. It
deals very ably and within small compass with the Divine authority
and perpetual obligation of the Sabbath. The teaching of our Lord
and of the Apostles on this subject is carefully reviewed and explained.
Practically every New Testament reference t{) the Decalogue is dealt
with, as well as the change of day. The subject is treated with freshness,
fulness, and clearness. The attack on the sanctity of the Lord's day is
gathering in force, and it is important that it should be met hy " the
Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God." This pamphlet will
greatly help to fortify those who read it with Scriptural arguments
against the desecration of the Lord's day. We hope all our readers
will order copies and circulate them. It would be an excellent thing
if a copy could be placed in the hands of all ministers and Sundayschool teachers, as well as others.
SHALL WE COpy THE CONTINENTAL SUNDAY 1 By H. H. MARTIN.
Pp. 42. Price 2d. (Protestant Truth Society, 4, St. Paul's
Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
This is another of Mr. Martin's brightly written, racy, and informative
booklets. It deals ably and fully with a very important and timely
question. It shows how" England is letting the Sunday slip," how
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Roman and Anglo-Catholics favour this retrograde step, and how
needful it is for God's people to set themselves against the tendency
to trample under foot the Divinely-given day set apart for holy rest
and worship. Without taking any pledge we believe that all believers
are under an obligation to " Remember the Sabbath day to keep it
holy." We hope the booklet will be widely distributed.
" THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT." By J. K. POPHAM. Pp.l1. Price Ild.
post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 100-102,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
l\fr. J. K. Popham is well known as an able expositor of the Word.
This pamphlet is a deeply-spiritual sermon on "The Unity of the
Spirit." The author points out that" it is a unity confined to the
Lord's people," a unity of knowledge, of the faith, in prayer and in
love. It is not a natural unity, but a unity" begotten in the saints
by the Spirit." All this is very different from the re-union teaching in
Ecclesiastical quarters to-day. What is needed is a greater manifestation of the unity of the Spirit amongst those who have been regenerated
by the Spirit-the real members of God's family.
ADVENT HYMNS. Pp. 8. !price One Penny, or 6/- per lOO. (The
Secretary, Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, 10, Whitehall
Gardens, Chiswick, W.4.)
This is an excellent collection of twenty-three hymns suitable for
meetings in reference to the Lord's Coming. l\fany were written by
such well-known hymn writers as Montgomery, J. G. Deek, F. R.
Havergal, Doddridge, Perronet, Medley, Dean Alford, Dr. H. Bonar,
Dr. Watts, and F. Whitfield. Quite half of the hymns are suitable for
any meetings of God's people. The collection will be found to be very
useful and handy for special services and meetings.
We have received eight Prayer Book Re:vision Papers issued by the
Church Association, 13 & 14, Buckingham St., Strand, W.C.2. The
subjects are as follows :1. SHALL THE CHUROH STAND BY GOD'S WOBD! 9d. per dozen.
2. "UNFEIGNED BELIEF." 6d. per dozen.
3. THE MASS VESTMENTS. 9d. per dozen.
4. RESERVATION; WHAT! AND WHY! Is. per dozen.
5. REVISION AND PRAYERS FOI\ THE DEAD. IOd. per dozen.
6. REVERSING THE REFORMATION. 6d. per dozen.
7. SUPPRESSION AND MUTILATION OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 9d.
per dozen.
8. THE REVISED PRAYER BOOK MEASURE. 6d. per dozen.
They are all excellent, well and clearly written and in popular style.
They should be circulated by the million. They are suitable for
enclosure in letters.

