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THE SPIRIT CONVICTING OF SIN.

" And when He is come, He will reprove the world 0/ sin."JOHN xvi. 8.
"WHEN HE is come." The reference is to the coming of the
COMFORTER. "It is expedient," said our LORD to His disciples,
" for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the COMFORTER
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto
you." This was one of the LORD'S great promises to His people
ere He left them. Another CoMFORTER would be given Who would
abide with His people for ever. That CoMFORTER is " the SPIRIT
of truth," "the HOLY GHOST," the third PERSON in the Trinity.
The FATHER was going to send Him in CHRIST'S name. The SON
would send Him from the FATHER. He would come and be the
abiding, . indwelling COMFORTER, HELPER, and TEACHER of His
people. (See John xiv. 16, 17, 26; xv. 26; xvi. 7, 8.) He is
elsewhere called" the promise of the FATHER," i.e., the promised
Gift of the FATHER. For the outpouring of this gift in a manner
exceptional and remarkable they were to tarry at Jerusalem.
They would then be "endued with power from on high," and
would be Divinely equipped to testify of CHRIST. The fulfilment
of this great promise took place on the day of Pentecost. On
that day the disciples were" with one accord in one place," "and
they were all filled with the HOLY GHOST, and began to speak with
other tongues, as the SPIRIT gave them utterance." Then onwards
for a time the extraordinary gifts of the SPIRIT, were bestowed,
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according to His sovereign will, upon various members of the
Church." All these (gifts) worketh that one and the selfsame
SPIRIT, dividim,g to every man severally as He will" (1 Cor. xii. 11).
GOD bore witness to the Gospel preaching of the apostles "with
.signs and wonders, and with divers gifts of the HOLY GHOST,
according to His will" (Heb. ii. 4).
These extraordinary gifts are now withdrawn, but the ordinary
and most important operations of the SPIRIT are still being displayed. His normal and saving operations are referred to by the
Apostle ~aul when he says, "Not by works of righteousness which
we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the HOLY GHOST; which
He shed on us ribundantly through JESUS CHRIST our SAVIOUR;
that being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life " (Titus iii. 5-7). It needs ever to be
remembered that no sinner is sanctified, justified, or saved except
through the agency of the HOLY GHOST. To the Corinthian
saints the apostle said, "But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified,
but ye are justified in the name of the LORD JESUS, and by the
Spirit of our GOD" (1 Cor. vi. 11).
Now, one of the offices of the SPIRIT is to convince or convict of
sin. "When He is come, He will convict the world in respect
of sin" (R. V.). The word translated "reprove" in the passage
we are considering means " to convict." Our LORD uses the same
word in His question, "Which of you convinceth (convicteth) Me
of sin ~" He challenged the Pharisees and Jews to convict Him
of sin, i.e., to bring home truthfully to His conscience any thought,
word, or deed of sin. They could not do so, because though He
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet He was without sin.
In Him was no sin. We all have sinned. Not one of us is righteous. There is none of us that doeth good, no not one. But
·CHRIST did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth. No one
therefore could convict Him of sin. We, however, are sinful, and
we need to have our sinfulness brought home to us. Only the
HOLY GHOST can do this. He only can make men realize the
reality, the enormity, and the heinousness of their sinfulness. He
only can make men to know the plague of their own hearts. It
is only when a man is really convicted of his sinfulness that he
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realizes that he is in danger of hell, and is in need of a SAVIOUR
to deliver him from the merited penalty of his sins.
In reference to the convicting work of the HOLY SPIRIT, Professor Smeaton says, "To come to the import of the term 'shall
convince.' When it is said that the SPIRIT shall convince the
world-that is, men generally without the partition-wall between
Jew and Gentile-it means much more than mere instruction in
revealed truth. Rather it implies that the Spirit, in spite of the
ignorance and resistance of the carnal mind, will bring men to
such a perception of the reality and impprtance of saving truth
that they will no longer resist its evidence. The meaning is, that
He shall convince men of something hitherto unknown; and all
the three members of the sentence are linked together as follows:
He shall convince men in respect of the fact that they believe
not on Me; in other words, He will demonstrate to the mind
that unbelief is a sin-yea, the greatest sin; He shall convince
the world of righteousness in respect to the fact that a true and
proper righteousness has been wrought out for men by CHRIST'S
sufiering and death; He shall convince the world of judgment
in respect to the fact that Satan has at the great tribunal lost his
cause and is denuded of the right which he previously possessed.
The efficient cause of all these effects is the personal HOLY GHOST,
the COMFORTER, and the SPIRIT of truth...."
" As so much uncertainty prevails, I have gone into a full consideration of this passage, with all the light reflected from the
history of interpretation, believing that this was by no means
unnecessary. My full persuasion is, that THE CONVINCING PROCESS
OF THE SPIRIT, thus described by CHRIST in the last evening of
His intercourse with the disciples, is so put as to bring out the
successive steps, or the order of salvation, through which the
SPIRIT leads the awakened mind; and that we can only view
it as issuing in a sound conversion. I hold that it means to convince by clear and cogent arguments. It brings the rnin and the
remedy together. It is a thunderbolt against all the views of
the Legalists." (The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, pp. 188, 189,
196, 197).
Our LoRD teaches us that it is the office of the SPIRIT to convict
men especially of the sin of unbelief. It is no less true that it is
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His office to convict men of sin in general. It is of this that we
now desire to write in some detail.
1. First, the HOLY SPIRIT convicts men of sin by means of the
'W1'itten word.

This is clear from the teaching of the inspired apostle in the third
chapter ·of the Epistle to the Romans. The apostle says, "We
have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all
under sin; as it is written,. There is none righteous, no, not one:
there is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after
GOD. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. . . .
There is no fear of GOD before their eyes." Quoting from the
testimony of the HOLY GHOST as to man's true character the
apostle teaches us that there is not a single righteous person on
the earth. Not one individual can be found who by nature seeketh
after GOD. All men have by nature gone out of the right way.
Their minds are sinful. "There is none that understandeth."
Their hearts are sinful. "There is none that seeketh after GOD."
Their words are sinful. "Wnose mouth is full of cursing aud
bitterness." Their feet walk in the ways of. sin. "Their feet
are swift to shed blood." Here note that men are morally afflicted
with the foot and mouth disease. Their eyes are affected by
their fallen state; for" there is no fear of GOD before their eyes."
This is the teaching of the HOLY GHOST in the Psalms whic!). 'He
inspired, and in the prophecy of Isaiah which He also inspired.
When such teaching is felt in the heart and in the conscience,
the sinner is convicted of his sin by the SPIRIT bringing home the
revealed truth as to sin to his heart. The object of such testimony
is "that every mouth may be stopped and all the world may
become guilty before GOD" (Rom., iii. 9-19).
Every sinner thus convicted is forced to acknowledge that he
is a poor hell-deserving criminal. He is compelled to say that
he is vile I1nd full of sin, that he is morally defiled and unclean,
He has not a good word to say of himself. "Woe is me! for
I· am undone; because lam a man of unclean lips." "Behold,
I am vile." "I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes"
(Isaiah vi. 5; Job xl. 4; xlii.- 6). Such a conviction of sin is
brought about by the written wQrd of GOD the HOLY GHOST being
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brought home to and being received by the heart and mind of
the sinner. In fact we do not know what sin is apart from the
Spirit-inspired Word. "I had not known sin, but by the law:
for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt
not covet" (Rom. vii. 7). When the apostle says, "By the law
is the knowledge of sin," he uses the word " law," as the context
shows, of Scripture in general. It is the SPIRIT Who reveals in
the Scriptures what we are by nature. He, therefore, by means
of His Own Word convicts of sin.
The bare reading of the Word has often been used to this end.
A notable instance of this is the case of J osiah, the godly king of
J udah. Hilkiah the high priest found a portion of the Word
of GOD in the house of the LORL. "Shaphan read it before the
king. And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words
of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes." He was convinced of the sin of the nation in not hearkening to the Word of
GOD. Subsequently it was said to him, "Because thine heart
was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before the LoRD,
when thou heardest what I spake against this place, and against
the inhabitants thereof, that they should become a desolation and
a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before Me; I also
have heard thee, saith the LORn" (2 Kings xxii. 8-19). Ab,
we need tender hearts, hearts which will tremble at GoD'S Word.
2. Secondly, the HOLY SPIRIT CO'IlvWts men of sin by means of
the preached Word.
.
It pleases GOD through the foolishness of preaching to save
them that believe.
Peter preached the Word on the day of Pentecost. The effect
is thus described, "Now when they heard this, they wer~ pricked
in their heart, and said unto Peter .and to the rest of the apostles,
Men and brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts ii. 37).
Later we read, " The word of" GOD increased; and the number
of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly" (Acts vi. 7). Philip
preached JESUS to the eunuch from the Scriptures, and the eunuch
was afterwards baptized and went on his way rejoicing in a
SA VIOUR Who had been wounded for his transgressions.
Godly men preached the Word to Gentiles in Antioch in Syria:
" And the hand of the LORD was with them: and a great number
believed, and turned unto the LORD" (Acts xi. 20, 21).
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When the Gentiles at Antioch in Pisidia heard the Word from
the Apostle Paul, "They were glad, and glorified the Word of
the LORD: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed ,.
(Acts xiii. 46-48). The preaching of the Gospel comes to men
in word, in the HOLY GHOST and in power, with the result that
they turn to GOD and experience His saving mercy. The preaching which is "in demonstration of the SPIRIT and of power" is
effective to convict and to convert sinners.
It follows that we need to preach the Word in season and out
of season. We need to preach it in villages and towns, at home
and abroad. We need to preach it with confidence and hope.
We need to preach it earnestly, heartily, and believingly. We
need to preach it to few as well as to many. We never know
how much GOD by His SPIRIT may own our testimony. Certain it
is His Word shall not return unto Him void, nor shall the labour
of His true servants be in vain in the LORI:'.
3. Thirdly, we need to notice that the HOLY SPIRIT conviots men
that they are sinners by nature and by practice.
That is the testimony of the Word which the SPIRIT inspired.
If we receive His Word as to our true character we shall be ready
to say, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my
mother conceive me" (Psa. li. 5). Conceived in sin and shapen
in iniquity. Those are the words which set forth the truth that
we are sinners by nature. Because we are by nature sinners'we
are" by nature the children of wrath even as others." Our hearts
are deceitful above all things and desperately wicked (see J er.
xvii. 9). There is no heart which is not deceitful, and no heart
which is not by nature "desperately wicked." There may be
refinement, culture, and good manners, but these do not alter
the character of the heart. "That which is born of the flesh is
flesh," however educated and refined and under restraint it may
be. It is still flesh, and nothing else but flesh, and the works
of the flesh are works of sin and rebellion against GOD (see John
iii. 6; Gal. v. 19-21). "The carnal mind" (and this is the mind
we all have by nature) "is emnity against GOD: for it is not
subject to the law of GOD, neither indeed can be. So then they
that are in the flesh cannot please GOD" (Rom. viii. 7, 8). Could
any language set forth more fully the awful depravity of human
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nature? Men by nature are" enmity against GOD." They are
not subject to His law, nor can they be. They are incapable,
and unable to be subject to the law of GOD. They are absolutely
unable to please Him. They cannot do so. That is their state
by nature, and the outcome of that is seen in "evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies"
(Matt. xv. 19). These are the things which proceed from our
desperately wicked hearts. These are the things of which we are
capable. These are the things of which all men are by nature
more or less guilty. It is this sinfulness by nature and by practice
to which the HOLY SPIRIT bears testimony in His Word. When
we read that Word, we are reading what the SPIRIT says of our
nature and practice, and when He applies that word we are convicted of our sin.
4. Fourthly, the HOLY SPIRIT convicts men of the sin of unbelief.
" Of sin, because they believe not on Me." It is their awfully
depraved, corrupt, and sinful state which leads them to reject
CHRIST, and to go on in unbelief, until the HOLY GHOST convicts
of unbelief and of all sin. Blessed be God that His design in
convicting of sin is to convert and to save. He convicts the
objects of redeeming mercy of sin with a view to their salvation.
He not only testifies to our sin, but He testifies concerning the
SAVIOUR of sinners. "He shall testify of Me." "He shall glorify
Me." Ab, and how much there is that He can testify of CHRIST.
He can testify to the convinced sinner that CHRIST died for his
sins, that He was wounded for his transgressions, and that He
bare the penalty of his sins in His Own body on the tree. He
can bestow upon the convinced sinner that faith by which he
sees that CHRIST has stood in his room and stead, and that therefore there is no condemnation for him. Realizing this he goes on
his way rejoicing, and the SPIRIT beareth witness with his spirit
that he is one of GOD'S children, and an heir of eternal glory.
Be it ours to crv:•
"Come, HOLY SPIRIT, come;
Let Thy bright beams arise;
Dispel all sorrow from our minds,
Ail darkness from our eyes."
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
(Thomas Houghton).
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EVE, A TYPE OF THE CHURCH.
" And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and
he slept: and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh
instead thereof,. and the rib, which the Lord God had taken
from man, made He a woman, and brought her ~l1!to the man.
And Adam said, This is- noVJ bone of my bones, and flesh of my
flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she ~vas taken out of
Man."-GENESlS ii. 21-23.

are two accounts of the creation of our first parents-one
general, the other more detailed. The general account is given
in the first chapter of Genesis (vv. 26-28). The more detailed
account is given in the second chapter (vv. 7, 21-23). Both
accounts record what took place on the sixth day, and both
accounts teach that man was not evolved from some ape-like
creature, but was brought into being by the special creative power
of God. "God created man in His Own image, in the image of God
created He him; male and female created He them" (Gen. i. 27).
The first man Adam was a type of the second Man, the Lord
from heaven. He was "the figure (type) of Him that was to
come" (Rom. v. 14).
,
In like manner Eve was a tYP\l of the Church. This is clear
from the apostle's teaching in the Epistle to the Ephesians.
The headship of the husband over his wife is analogous to
the headship of Christ over the Church. "The husband is the
head of the wife, even as Christ is the Head of the Church."
The love which the husband should bear to his wife is analogous
to the love which Christ bore to the Church. "Husbands, love
your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself
for it."
The oneness of the husband and wife is analogous to the oneness
of Christ and the Church. Men ought to "love their wives as
their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself." How
can that be true? The answer is a husband and his wife are
one. "They two shall be one flesh." "No man ever yet hated
his.. own flesh, but. nourisheth and cherisheth it." If therefore he
THERE
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recognizes that he and his wife are one flesh he will regard her
as part of himself.
So Christ also nourisheth and cherisheth the Church. He treats
her as part of Himself. She is His Own body, and all His believing
people" are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones."
He and His people are one. "This is a great mystery," says the
apostle, "but I speak concerning Christ and the Church" (Ephes.
v. 23-31; i. 22, 23). This is an unspeakably precious truth. It
shows us how close and intimate is the mystical union between
Christ and His Church.
With this thought in our minds, the truth that Eve \fas a type
of the Church, let us consider the narrative of her creation as given
in the second chapter of the ancient book of Genesis.
1. In the first place we may note that Eve 1m. created as the result
0/ a Divine purpose.
"The Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be
alone; I will make him an help meet for him" (verse 18).
Jehovah had a tender regard for Adam whom He" first formed"
(1 Tim. ii. 13), and He said" It is not good that man should be
alone." Nor is it good in the Divine plan that the second Man,
the Man Christ Jesus, should be alone. It was J ehovah's purpose
that the Divine Bridegroom should have a bride. It was His
purpose that Christ and His people should be together as one
body, of which He, Christ, would be the Head. Before Eve was
formed, the Lord purposed her formation. He said, "I will make
him an help meet for him." The formation of Eve was the
carrying out of this Divine purpose. Before the Church had any
being its members were "chosen in Christ before the foundation
of the world" (Ephes. i. 4). They are called, justified, and saved
according to God's. Own purpose and grace given to them in Christ
Jesus before the wodd began (2 Tim. i. 9). The Church is no
after-thought. Its members were loved with an everlasting love.
They are" elect ao;lCording to the foreknowledge of·God the Father"
(1 Pet. i. 2), and it is because they were thus loved and chosen
that they are "called according to God's purpose by His Spirit
working in due season." They, therefore, "through grace obey
the calling: they be justified freely: they be made sons of God
by adoption: they be made like the image of His only-begotten
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Son Jesus Christ: they walk religiously in good works, and at
length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity" (Article
xvii. of the Church of England).
This Divine purpose in regard to the Church secures the certain
salvation of all its members, and encourages preachers of the
Gospel to go on with their testimony with the full assurance that
their labours will not be in vain in the Lord. J ehovah's purpose
to provide a bride for His Son cannot be frustrated.
She, too, may be regarded as "an help meet for" her Lord.
He graciously condescends to regard the members of His body
as needful to Him. "The head cannot say to the feet, I have
no need of thee" (1 Cor. xii. 21). Blessed truth. Our great Head
needs all His members, however insignificant they may be. They
are all precious to Him. He is not complete without everyone
of them, and He will only be satisfied when they are all-every
one of them-with Him in glory. The travail of His sonl was
passed through for them all, and when He sees the full fruit of
that travail gathered around Him, then He will be satisfied, and
when they behold His face, they, too, shall be satisfied (see Isa.
liii. 11; Psa. xvii. 15).
2. Secondly, we may note that Eve was created as the result 01 a
deep sleep Divinely caused.
In order that the Lord might carry out His purpose, we read,
" And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and
he slept." Sleep is an emblem of death.. Our Lord used it thus
when He said, "Our friend Lazarus sleepeth," referring to the
death of Lazarus (John xi. 11-14).
In the Divine plan, before the first man could have "an help
meet for him," he must need~ be put into" a deep sleep." Surely
that may be taken as typical of Christ's death. Before" the
second Man," could possess a bride He must needs be put to
death. The members of His Church, chosen in Him before the
world was formed, have all partaken of the Fall. They have all
fallen in Adam. Ere they could take their place by the side of
" the last Adam " as His bride-elect they must be redeemed from
the merited curse of the law. Christ's love to them was so vast
that He gave Himself as the ransom price for their redemption.
The. Father was bent on providing His well-beloved Son with a
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bride, and to this end He caused the sleep of penal death to fall
upon His only-begotten Son. "It pleased J ehovah to bruise
Him" (Isa. liii. 10). " Awake, 0 sword, against My Shepherd, and
against the Man that is My Fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts: smite
the Shepherd" (Zech. xiii. 7). Ohrist was delivered up to a substitutionary death by " the determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of God" (Acts ii. 23). And why? In order that through His
atoning death He might become possessed of a bride. Apart from
His death there could be no salvation, no Ohurch, no bride.
" From heaven He came and sought her
To be His holy bride,
With His Own blood He bought her,
And for her life He died."
In reference to His bride He said, "Except a corn of wheat
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit" (John xii. 24). Ohrist was that" corn
of wheat." If He had not died, as the holy substitute and surety
of His people, He would have remained alone, without a bride.
Through His death, however, a great multitude which no man
can number will form His bride-a bride arrayed in white robes,
washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb.
The creation of the Ohurch depended on the deep sleep of death
through which her Divine Surety passed. This early chapter of
Genesis is thus full of Gospel truth.
3. Thirdly, we may note that Eve was formed from a living rib
taken from Adam.
" And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made
He (or builded He into) a woman" (Gen. ii. 22). Eve was thus
in Adam before her creation. So the Ohurch was "chosen in
Christ" before 'she was called into being. Moreover, Eve was
Divinely builded into a woman from a living rib taken from Adam.
She thus derived her life from him. How true this is of every
member of the Ohurch which is Christ's body. He is the Vine, His
believing people are the branches. As the branches derive their
life from the stem, so the members of Christ's body derive their
life from Him. "I live, yet not I, but Ohrist liveth in Me" (Gal.
ii. 20). Apart from Him, I am spiritually dead and fruitless.
Only in living union with Him can I bear spiritual fruit.
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4. Fourthly, notice that Eve was for·med by Divine '}JQwer.
Neither she nor Adam was evolved from some inferior creature,
but both were specially and Divinely created. "The Lord God
formed man out of the dust of the ground, and breathed int.o His
nostrils t.he breat.h of life; and man became a living soul." The
same Lord God took one of the sleeping Adam's ribs, and with t.he
rib He builded a woman. It was a Divine operat.ion. Bot.h
Adam and Eve could rightly say, "It is He that hath made us"
(Psa. c. ~). We, too, can say t.he same. Not," It is He t.hat
hath evolved us," but "He that hath made us." Many Christian
people are in the habit of saying with their hearts, as well as with
their lips, "We bless thee for our creation, preservat.ion, and all
the blessings of this life." They do not say, nor do they believe
they would be right in saying, "We bless Thee for our evolution
from some ape-like creature, our preservation, and all the blessings
of this life." The thought is abhorrent. Yet that is what Modernism would teach us to say.
But note the typical significance of the creation of Eve. The
Lord God builded her. He created her. He formed her. The
same exhibition of almighty power is needed in the provision of a
bride for the last Adam. How is the Church of God called into
being 1 Let the inspired apostle answer, " By grace are ye saved
through faith; I1nd that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any man should boast. FOR WE ARE HIS
WORKMANSHIP, CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them" (Ephes.
ii. 8-10). The Church owes it.'l spiritual existence to Divine workmanship, to Divine creative power. It.'l members are "God's
building" (1 Cor. iii. 9). They are "born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of men, but of God" (John
i. 13).
0, dear readers, how all this redOlmds to the glory of God.
Where comes in man's part in His own salvation 1 \Vhere comes
in his boasted free will 1 Eve had no part in her creation. She
was entirely the handiwork of God. So the Church is His handiwork, His workmanship. She owes her spiritual being entirely to
His creative power, and behind it all are the riches of His mercy
and the great love wherewith He hath loved His people (Ephes.
ji. 4, 5).
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5. Fifthly, Eve was Divinely made for and Divinely presented to
the man.
When the Lord God had builded her, He brought her to, and
presented her to, the man. She was the Lord's provision for
Adam. She was Jehovah's gift to the first man. He made her
to be an help meet for Adam, and He gave her to him as his bride.
Here again, in this ancient chapter of Genesis, regarded by
Modernists as fabulous, we have precious Gospel and New Testament truth. The harmony of the Old Testament with the New can
only be accounted for by the Divine inspiration of both volumes.
The gift of Eve to Adam is typical of the gift of the Church to
Christ. This precious truth is almost generally ignored and left
out from present-day teaching. Yet how beautifully it corresponds with the type in the Old Testament. Our Lord says of
His sheep, "My FATHER, WHICH GAVE THEM ME, is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand."
Those who shall come to Him are described by Him as " All that
t'!e Father giveth Me." Moreover. the whole glorified Church is
described by Him as His Father's gift. He says, "Father, I will
that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I
am; that they may behold My glory" (John vi. 37; x. 29;
xvii. 24).
6. Our next point in this typical teaching is that Eve was
recognized and owned by Adam as part of himself.
He said, when he saw the living gift of Jehovah's love and
power before him, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of
my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out
of Man" (Gen. ii. 23). Why does Christ nourish and cherish the
Church 1 Because its members are" members of His body, of
His flesh, and of His bones" (Ephes. v. 29, 30). He" knoweth
them that are His." He owns them as part of Himself. They
are as much a part of Him as the branches are a part of the vine,
or the members of a body are in union with the head. How
blessed to realize that we are so vitally and so closely united to
our living Lord, our Master, and our Bridegroom.
. " As the Bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall thy God
rejoice over thee" (Isa. Ixii. 5). Is there any earthly joy greater
than the joy of a bridegroom in relation to his bride 1 Yet that
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is the joy of Christ in relation to His Church. Surely He will
nourish, cherish, and care for His Own body. Art thou a member
of His body 1 Thou canst be sure that
thou art precious to Him.
,
How we are concerned if one member of our body is slightly out
of order. Every member is precious to us. No less precious to
Christ the Head is the most insignificant member of His body.
7. Lastly, we may note that Eve was united to Adam in the closest
of earthly bonds.
She became his wife, and he clave unto her, and recognized her
as one with himself. "Therefore," he said, "shall a man leave
his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and
they shall be one flesh" (Gen. ii. 24). Christ left His Father and
became incarnate that He might pass through penal death for His
chosen bride. He has returned to heaven to prepare a place for
her, and He is coming back again to receive her unto Himself.
Then she shall be for ever with her Lord. He" loved the Church,
and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it
with the washing of water by the Word, that He might present it
to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish"
(Ephes. v. 25-27). The marriage of the Lamb is that great and
blessed event to which the Church, the bride, is looking forward.
The day will come when it will be said, " The marriage of the Lamb
is come, and His wife hath made herself ready" (Rev. xix. 7). 0
the mercy of being amongst that company who will form the
bride of the Lamb.
" Head of the Church! Thou sittest there,
Thy bride shall all Thy glory shareThy fulness, Lord, is ours :
Our life Thou art-Thy grace sustains,
Thy strength in us the victory gains
O'er sin and Satan's powers.
" Soon shall the day of glory come,
Thy bride shall reach the Father's home,
And all Thy beauty see;
And oh' what joy to see Thee shine,
To hear Thee own us, Lord, as Thine,
And ever dwell with Thee!" (J ames George Deck).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).
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WELLSPRINGS.
" So when they were dismissed, they came to A.ntioch; and when they
had gathered the multitude togethe'r, they delivered the epistle; which
when they had read, they rejoiced for the consolation."-AcTs xv.
30, 31.
THERE had been a conference of holy men, consequent upon the fact
that certain men who had companied with the apostles, and had gone
out from them and were now troubling the Church with words of
contrary doctrine, were teaching that circumcision was necessary
to salvation. Paul and Barnabas had decided that they, with certain
others (one of whom was Titus, as we learn from Gal. ii. 1, who, although
he was a Greek, was not compelled to be circumcised), "should go
up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this matter."
The great apostle to the Gentiles saw what evil would come, and
how quickly this false doctrine would be spread by these "false
brethren who came in privily to spy out our liber.ty which we have
in Christ Jesus that they might bring us into bondage; to whom
we give place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of
the Gospel might continue with you." He therefore wrote to the
Galatian Church on this subject, so jealous was he for the truth as it
had been taught in Christ Jesus.
The saintly l\IcCheyne truly said, "There is no end to a pastor's
anxieties. Our first care is to get you into Christ, and next, to see
you kept from falling. I have a good hope, dearly beloved, that a
goodly number of you have this day joined yourselves to the Lord.
But now a new anxiety begins, to get you to walk in Christ--to walk
after the Spirit. Here we are to tell you of what God our Saviour is
able to do for YOIl; to keep you from falling all the way; and to present
you faultless at the end" (Jude 24).
1tfinisters of Jesus Christ are set for the preaching of the Gospel and
for the defence of the same, and they desire that their hearers should
not only be converts, but that they should "walk worthy 01 the Lord
unto all pleasing," and" grow up unto Him in all things.
Arriving at Jerusalem, and after being received of the Church and
of the apostles and elders, and after declaring all things that God had
done for them, Paul and those with him met with opposition. "Certain
of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, rose up saying that it was
needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law
of Moses." After much disputing Peter speaks, and he could speak
with authority, having been graciously, conclusively and experimentally
taught through a heavenly vision not to despise the Gentiles, and that
the Gospel was to be preached to them as well as to the Jews. After
his argument and declaration, " but we believe that through the grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they," the whole
multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Paul and Barnabas, whl>
17
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likewise declared the sovereign purpose and love of God in saving the
Gentile as well as Jew. Then when" they held their peace" James
speaks, and he takes up the line of argument upon which Peter had
based his address, and quotes from the prophet Amos in chap. ix.11,12.
Oh I how well taught were the early Christians in the Old Testament
Scriptures. How aptly they could apply them to the then existing
circumstances. How dependent they were, and how richly taught of
the Holy Spirit, the Witnesser of the Truth. What a death-blow to
all the modernist teaching of to-day is that in the parable of the rich
man and Lazarus: "If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." He Who
rose from the dead and was Lord of resurrection life, and power and
glory, in expounding the truth concerning Himself, began" at Moses
and all the prophets" to His disciples on that Emmaus road.
James is often quoted by Arminian teachers, who would fain have
us believe that he taught salvation partly by faith and partly by
works. But we do not find any such teaching from the lips or writings
of this grace-taught servant of God. His teaching is on the lines of
the great apostle to the Gentiles, and as it has been truly said by some
old writer,-" Whilst Paul looks well to the root, James guards well
the fruit" of salvation in every redeemed child of God.
Straight away in his address does James declare salvation is of God
alone and that, " Known unto God are all His works from the beginning
of the world," and that God had an elect people known unto Himself
before the world was created, that He foreknew them and chose them
out of the rubbish of the Fall, and that His rich, free, sovereign and
discriminate grace, working with Divine purpose and counsel, was the
cause of the salvation of both Jew and Gentile. "Of His Own will
begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures" (James i. 18).
Of His Own will! The hymn writer, Keith, 137 years ago, truly
asks :" What was there in us that could merit esteem
Or give the Creator delight?
'Twas even so, Father, Thy love did redeem,
Because it seemed good in Thy sight."
He has.been pleased to choose" the poor of this world, rich in faith,
and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love
Him," and who in Christ are neither Jew nor Gentile, but" one" as
members of His mystical Body. These poor in spirit seek only unto
God. They come to " the Fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness," just as they are and without any other plea than the blood and
righteousness of Jesus. They, rejoice in the finished work of their
dear Redeemer.. They see by faith Him Who has fulfilled the law for
them, and therefore :-'
" The terrors of law and of God
With them can have nothing to do,
Their Saviour's obedience anll blood
Hide all their transgressions from view."
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And thus James can conclude, " Wherefore my sentence is, that we
trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God."
After this quieting address he makes the suggestion that the apostles
should all confer and write a letter unto these brethren who are being
'carried away by this false doctrine, and that it be conveyed to them
by "chosen men of their own company . . . chief men among the
brethren." Paul and Barnabas, Judas, surnamed Barsabas, and Silas
were the men selected, and the letter from the council is, under the
teaching of the Holy Ghost, calculated to comfort the hearts of the
young converts, in declaring unto them that having been delivered
from under the law, they have nothing to do with carnal ordinances.
The teaching of this letter is the same as Col. ii., where Paul argues,
"Wherefore, if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the
world, why as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances
(touch not; taste not; handle not; which all are to perish with the
using) after the commandments and doctrines of men ! "
The law leaves a sinner where it found him, utterly unable to fulfil
requirements, and being guilty in one point, the helpless, hopeless,
curse-laden sinner is guilty of all. But the Gospel of the grace of God
frees, and brings the poor captives into the glorious liberty of the
sons of God, who are taught of the Holy Spirit that only One could
keep the law and did keep it in its entirety, paid the full penalty of
its rigid demands, fulfiIled the law and made it honourable, and died,
" the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God." Thus the
apostles address the converts in Antioch, "Forasmuch as we have
heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with
words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and
keep the law; to whom we gave no such commandment ... it seemed
good to the Holy Ghost and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden
than these necessary things; that ye abstain from meats offered to
idols, and from blood and from things strangled." Strangling animals
intended for food and eating blood were particularly offensive to the
.Jews, and thus the apostles advise the Gentiles to abstain: "From
which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well." This
letter of exhortation, couched in affectionate terms of Gospel love and
liberty, was duly delivered and read; and our text beautifully describes
the mind and attitude towards the Gospel of its recipients, "Which
when they had read, they rejoiced for the consolation." Thus the
Holy Spirit, the Witnesser of Jesus always teaches to profit, unto
-edification and to the building up of the saints in their most holy
faith. The word "consolation" is rendered "exhortation" in the
margin, and confirms the truth, that the epistle written in the spirit
{)f love and after the mind of Christ, reaches the hearts of those it is
intended to bless and teach, and in the spirit of meekness they receive
the exhortation and find consolation in it.
This was brotherly love, and it brought forth fruit. Oh! what
need have we to seek much grace of humility in dealing with one
another. The apostle writes, "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a
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fault, ye that are spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of meekness;
considering thyself lest thou also be tempted." The force of that
word " restore" is, set that broken joint again, and teaches us how the
members of the mystical Body of Christ should care for one another,
suffer when pthers suffer, weep when they weep, and mourn with
humble contrition the reproach brought upon His dear Name, and
beware lest they too should be tempted, drawn away and fall. Thus,
this letter of exhortation, written in the spirit of meekness, couched
in gracious terms of brotherly love, and yet in jealousy for the Truth,
has, under the Divine blessing, the desired effect. Its recipients are
exhorted unto edification and confirmed in the faith, the writers are
encouraged and God is glorified.
The great Head of the Church knows His children need comforting
and how the dark days and gathering clouds of adversity and sorrow,
trial and temptation, will try His members unto the uttermost, and
how Satan, if it were possible, would deceive the very elect.. But He
watches over the work of His Own hands. All His saints are in His
hand, and the great Shepherd of His blood-bought sheep has declared
that no power on earth or in hell can pluck them out of His hand.
As faithful pastors are removed and standard-bearers fall and the
means of grace fail, the God of the means, the God of all grace, the
God of all comfort and consolation abides. He is the eternally faithful
and unchanging Friend Who will see to it that not one thing will
fail of all His promises to His people. They shall, however untoward
their circumstances, and deep their trials, rejoice in the consolation
and comfort wherewith they have been comforted of their God. The
apostle emphasizes it: "Now our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God,
even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting
consolation and good hope through grace; comfort your hearts and
stablish you in every good word and work."

R.

Snmonf-> anll N otef-> of .sermonf->.
THE FATHER'S PROMISE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE,PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" And, behold, I send the Promise of My Fathe1' upon you: but tarry ye
in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high."
-LUKE xxiv. 49.
THESE words I need scarcely remind you, dear friends, were uttered
by the Lord Jesus immediately before His departure from His disciples
into Heaven, and they contain two important considerations for us.
These few words embody the last command that Christ delivered on
earth to His people and they also contain the last promise that He
addressed to His people on earth-the last command and the last
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promise. 'rhe promise: "Behold, I send you the' Promise of lIIy
Father"; the command: "Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye
be endued with power from on high." And the succeeding verses" He led them out as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up His hands,
~nd blessed them. And it came to pass while He blessed them, He
was parted from them, and carried up. into Heaven. And they worshipped Him." They worshipped Him when they no longer observed
Him-that is worship of an absent Saviour, an unseen Redeemer,
and this has continued on earth unintermittently ever since. "They
worshipped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and were
continually in the Temple praising and blessing God." And the Holy
Ghost seals that all up by adillng, Amen. The last command-and,
dear friends, remember that ten days elapsed between the departure of
Jesus into the Heaven of Heavens and the sending down from on high
of the Holy Ghost by the Father and the Son. And so those days were
spent by the disciples in an attitude of expectation. I say" disciples"
because we are to understand that not alone the apostles were interested in this command "Tarry ye at Jerusalem until ye be endued
with power from on high." The word the Lord employed is a very
forcible one which we have translated" tarry"; it literally means
" sit still "-" sit ye still in the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued
with power from on high." Naturally, I daresay, Peter and James
and John and their fellow.illsciples who dearly loved the Lord would
have gladly gone forth at once to proclaim the Name of names, the
Name 'of their blessed Lord and Sa,viour Jesus Christ, but their Master
was of another mind and He placed them under discipline; they were
not to move but sit still. They were not to move in public teaching
until He qualified them by filling them, as on the Day of Pentecost He
did, with the Holy Ghost. No doubt it required considerable grace in
those dear servants of the Lord to be quiet. There is a time to speak
and there is a time to be silent among God's .people, and the Lord
must determine those times for us. It is a good thing to be subject to
Him as to what we shall do, where we shall go, what we shall say. The
Lord does direct, still directs, the feet of His saints as really as when
He walked this earth and spake face to face with His dear disciples.
I am not clear whether it requires more grace to be silent than to
speak when one's heart is full of Jesus. I say when one's heart is full
of Him I know not whether it requires more grace to be silent than to
speak; but it requires great grace to be silent ten days when the heart
is full of love to the Lord. You remember it was thus with the prophet
Jeremiah. Under great temptation he once said to himself that he
would no more speak in the Lord's Name, but the Lord touched his
heart and melted it, set it aflame in love to Himself, and he could no
longer restrain himself, the fire kindled-then spake he with his tongue.
It was also thus with the Psalmist, who records as much in his inspired
writings. So then we gather that the hearts of these dear disciples for
ten whole days after Jesus left them were full to overflowing towards
Him-they worshipped Him, they worshipped Him, and they were
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full of joy, great joy, but they were silent. They were waiting for
power, they were waiting humbly, they were waiting expectantly on
the ground of His promise. I do' not say the Lord gave them any note
of time beyond that which we find mentioned in the 1st chapter of the
Acts. It was to be a question of days, if you remember, but He did
not tell them how many days. In the 5th verse said He: "John
truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost, not many days hence." Therefore they knew not the day the
Lord would keep His word, and they waited on day by day, ten whole
days until the Day of Pentecost-the fiftieth day from the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus-had fully come. The Lord determines the times
and the ocCasions wherein He will bless them that wait upon Him.
He will hasten, but He wiII hasten it in His time. It is a good
thing to wait before the Lord as did these dear disciples. For
ten whole days they were consciously in the sight of their God;
they were gathered there not altogether in silence except so far as
regarded public testimony, for if you turn again to the 1st of the
Acts you wiII find how they occupied themselves: "They returned
unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which was from
Jerusalem a Sabbath day's journey. And when they were come
in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and
James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew
and Matthew, James the son of Alphreus, and Bimon Zelotes, and
Judas the brother of J ames. These all continued with one accord in
prayer and supplication, with the women, and l\'Iary the mother of
Jesus, and with His brethren." They occupied themselves with
prayer and supplication, and no doubt between their prayers they
would speak to one another of Jesus; it would be of J esus-of His life,
of His teachings, what He had spoken to each one individually when
He was yet with them in the body, of His death, of His resurrection,
of His ascension and of His promises. What a happy ten days those
must have been, spent thus by these dear people of God as before God.
The innermost chambers, so to say, of His Presence were at this time
occupied by the saints-this little handful, this little handful of
believers representing the whole Church of God, ten days spent in
prayer, supplication, exhortation, consolation, in hope, in joyful
anticipation of blessing which is about to come upon them. They
knew not the form this blessing would take. They knew in the nature
of it they were to receive the Holy Ghost in fulfilment of the prophetic
Scriptures of the Old Testament, for the words of Jesus, as recorded
in our text, were: "Behold, I send you the Promise of My Father"~
the Father's Promise. Probably an allusion is here made by Jesus to
the prophet Joel, where we have these words of the Father recorded:
" It shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon
all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your .old
men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. And also
upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour
out My Spirit."
(To be co"cluded.)
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THE PASSOVER.
A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, DEAN
OF GLOUCESTER.
" It is the Lord's Passover."-ExoDUS xii. n.
THESE words send us back to the last night of Israel's bondage in
the land of Egypt. The captives had suffered much, and long. The
iron furnace had been heated by unpitying hate, and by unsparing
hands. But God, in His high council, had decreed that a morn of
deliverance should dawn. The appointed hour came. No power can
now detain. Mad opposition becomes weak. The chosen people
mnst go free.
Believer, stay your son! on the rock of the promises. They are as
immovable as Him Who speaks them. At the set moment you shall
march in triumph to your happy Canaan.
Let us, in thought, intermingle in the solemn scene. It was a
night black in dismays,-terrible in judgments,-wild in afIrightskeen in anguish. Throughout the whole of Egypt's empire every
house was woe, every face was horror, every heart was misery. Death
forced all doors. Each eldest child was a lifeless corpse. There was
no exception. The monarch and the slave alike bewailed, in bitter
cry, their first-born's sudden and untimely slaughter.
It was a night, memorable too, in sweet displays of tender love.
Israel's favoured sons were all assembled. But neither death nor fear
was in their dwellings. They were equipped for departure from all
cruelties and pains. They were feasting at a heaven-appointed board.
They were rejoicing in a Gospel ordinance. They were partaking of
a lamb slain. This exhibited, in loudly-speaking rites, all the cer·
tainties, and all the mercies of spiritual redemption. They realized
present escape. They looked forward to future safety. They .had
much in hand. They had more in view.
Reader, let us with joy join these joyous companies. And may
the Christ-revealing Spirit show Christ to us, as the substance, and
truth, and glory of the spread feast!
God Himself selects the offering. His voice says, " They shall take
to them every man a Iamb" (verse 3). Thus Jesus is appointed, by
heavenly wisdom, to be the one redeeming sacrifice. An elected
Saviour is the strong foundation of salvation's pyramid. Blessed
provision of our blessed God! Whither con!d we turn, if bidden to
find or frame a guilt-removing victim 1 But grace meets every want.
Hearken to the sure tidings: "Behold My servant, whom I uphold:
Mine elect; in whom My soul deIighteth " (Iso.. xlii. 1).
Reader, God's only begotten Son is God's only appointed Redeemer.
He only is called to bear His people's sins. For He only can sustain
such load. He only is sent to make atonement. For He only has
worthy blood to shed. He only is commissioned to bring in recon·
ciliation. For He only can covenant with God. Obey God. Present
Jesus in the arms of faith. Then your crimson stain is whiter than
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snow. Your soul is saved. Reject Him. And there remams no
more sacrifice for sins.
The lamb must be a male of the earliest age (verse 5). These are
signs of vigour in unbroken perfection. Truly He, Who is to save,
II)ust be mighty in strength. For think, what mighty hindrances
oppose. Whose arm can hold back the descending arm of Divine
wrath 1 Whose shoulder can sustain the weight of countless sins 1
Whose force can close hell 1 Whose power can open heaven 1 Whose
prowess can trample down Satanic rage, Satanic spirits, and Satanic
men 1 In none but Jesus can such sufficiency be found. In Him
it abounds to the overflowing of almightiness. The Father's voice
proclaims, " I have laid help upon One that is mighty" (Psa. Ixxxix. 19).
The pledge is given, "He shall send them a Saviour, and a great One"
(Isa. xix. 20). The fulfilment is in Jesus, "The great God and our
Saviour" (Titus ii. 13). He is the Lamb in all the energy of perfect
strength.
The iamb must be " without blemish" (verse 5). Jesus, while man
below, was pure, as God in heaven's brightness. Sin strove in vain
to soil Him. Foul temptations thickly fell, but left Him spotless,
as the light of day. The Father's eye, which cannot look upon uncleanness, delighted in Him, as the clear mirror of His own glory. In
Him, human nature shone in the lustre of Divine holiness. In Him
was sinlessness, which could atone for sin. In Him was righteousness,
which satisfied the law.
The lamb must be set apart for four days (verse 6). Thus in heaven,
through eternal days, Jehovah's eye inspected Jesus, as the foreordained
expiation for the foreseen evil. Thus on earth, through the days
preceding the cross, He was tested by every judge: aud thus, universal consent crowned Him with the crown of untarnished blamelessness. Even Satan, speaking by blood-guilty lips, proclaimed that there
was no fault in Him (John xix. 4).
It must be slain by the whole assembly of the congregation (verse 6).
Not one voice was silent, when the awful cry went forth, "Crucify
Him, crucify Him." Believer, not one sign of all your life was absent,
when He was dragged to the cross. All your transgressions strained
the cords. They concurred to drive in the nails, and to make deep
the wounds. Your iniquities brought in that death. That death
brings in your life.
The blood must be sprinkled on the lintel, and ou the door-posts
of each dwelling (verse 7). The blood shed must be used. It must
be openly exhibited, as a distinguishing sign. If the destroyer find
the preserving mark, the foot of vengeance must pass over. If there
be no shield of blood, the arrows of death must do their deathful
work. Reader, the Gospel moves poor sinners to appropriating efforts.
Christ is uplifted that eyes may look to Him. He is an open refuge,
that feet may fly to Him. His blood flowed, that it may be taken
by the hand of faith. Do you live a blood-besprinkled life 1 Is your
soul at all times fresh dripping from this stream 1 If so, you safely
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dwell beneath salvation's wings. Justice cannot drag you to execution. The curse cannot blight you. The law cannot condemn you.
Vengeance cannot slay you. The blood upon you cries, Away, stand
back, no foe can touch, where I protect. But are you thus marked as
Christ's 1 If not, arise speedily, and flee unto the wounded Lamb.
The day is far spent; the night of ruin is at hand. The destroyer .is
at your heels. Each house unmarked was a house unspared. Each
soul unwashed will be a soul undone. A remedy applied alone can
heal.
Not one drop stained the floor. The blood of Jesus is the most
precious thing in heaven-in earth. The Father honours it with all
heaven's honours. The saints in light praise it with all heaven's
praises. The saints on earth joy in it with all heart's rapture. Satan
flees before it. Shall godless men treat it with rejecting scorn 1 Let
them beware: on the heart it is a seal of life: beneath the feet it
is the stamp of hell.
The flesh must be roast with fire (verse 8). We have here the keenest
image of the keenest torture. The pain of pains is to be slowly
mangled by devouring flames. But this is a faint image of what
Jesus verily endured. 0 my soul, deal closely with the sufferings
of your suffering Lamb. Let the amazing facts be the very fibres
of your constant thought. Daily visit the garden. Hourly study
the cross. What is the sight, what are the sounds, which there confront you 1 The God-man Jesus lies crushed to the earth. He bends
beneath a weight of woe. The saddest groans proclaim the writhings
of a tortured soul. Each pore weeps blood. Agony could not more
agonize. A piteous cry confesses that the black horrors of desertion
blackened around Him. These marks of extremest angnish have
clear meaning. The Passover is roast with fire.
Believer, Jesus is tormented in your stead. All the wrath, which all
your sins deserved, is outpoured on Him. The vengeance of God
descends in all its fury. The curse of the law exacts its utmost.. The
flames of hell tightly grasp Him. He endures the very miseries,
which all His people must have endured, if they had wailed for ever
in the lake of fire. Faith sees it, and exclaims, I live, for Jesus died.
I cannot suffer. Jesus has exhausted all. Wrath cannot touch me,
because it has touched Him.
Each inmate of the house must feed upon the lamb (verse 8). So
everyone who would be saved, must verily partake of Christ. To
hear of Him: to touch the emblems of His dying love: to know
His merits: to commend His worth, will profit little. Faith takes
Christ-Christ Himself, as its own. It makes Him the very juice
and substance of the inner man. Here is the believer's never-ending
banquet. He feasts on Christ now. He will feast with Christ for
ever.

A bone of it may not be broken (verse 46). Jesus indeed was hardly
used. But no wounds marred the proportion of His stature. They
weakened not the pillars of His strength. He lives all-vigorous in
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salvation's might": He stands the unbroken, the unblemished column
of His people's hopes. The marvellous fulfilment, too, of this command, proves Jesus of Nazareth to be the true Passover of God.
When the soldiers" came to Jesus and saw that He was dead already,
theY brake not His legs" (John xix. 33). The unwitting heathen
unwittingly accomplished the Jewish type. Infidelity, what can you
reply 1 Know, that as no ignorance is like yours; so no ruin will
be like yours.
It must be eaten with bitter herbs and unleavened bread (verse 8.)
These requirements shadow out" the combined graces of penitence and
sincerity. Reader, do you boast of hope in Christ 1 It only dwells
in a heart ground to powder under sense of sin. Tears are the magnifying medium through which the cross attracts. Faith has no root
in rocky soil. It only blossoms in the moist garden of a weeping
spirit. They come in sorrow's sackcloth, who receive Christ's justifying robe.
Do you boast that Christ is your feast 1 Where is your unleavened
bread 1 Sin loved, sin cherished, sin retained, turns heaven's food'
into hell's poison. A searching eye comes in to see the guests. Leaven
in their hands, leaven in their mouths, leaven in their hearts, is a
fatal mark. They must go away to the cell of hypocrites.
It must be eaten in the attitude of haste, and with equipment for
departure (verse 11). The loins must be girded. The feet must be
shod. The hands must hold the staff. Here is the believer waiting
for his summons with wings expanded towards his far-off home.
Earth's ties are all severed. Anchors are weighed. The eye is strained
for the signal, "Come up hither." Reader, are you thus ready 1
It is miserable to have aught to do, when doing-time is past. He is
a foolish servant who has to seek the key when his Lord knocks.
He is a poor advocate who has to find a plea when he is called po
plead. When death comes, have nothing to do, but just to die.
Believer, may you hear, in these poor lines, the Spirit calling you
to this Gospel feast. It is His voice, " Christ our Passover is sacrificed
for us: therefore let us keep the feast; not with the old leaven,
neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness: but with the unleavened bread of sincereity and truth" (1 Cor. v. 7, 8). I deeply
feel that without His light, His grace, His power, we cannot see, or
know, or love, or serve, or glorify our Lord. But may He vouchsafe
to open our eyes, that we may behold the rich plenteousness of our
paschal board! May He show us the glories of Jesus, as the Lamb
slain! May He enable us to receive Him as our All! ]\iay He fill
our hearts with the longing prayer, "Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly."
WHAT is meant in the Creed by the Catholic Church 1 That whole
universal company of the elect, that ever were, are, or shall be gathered
together in one body, knit together in one faith, under on"e Head,
Jesus Christ.-Archbishop Usher, 1650.
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"OUR SUFFICIENCY· IS OF GOD."
IN the days of the Judges, when national affairs seem to have been
much more unsettled even than ours are at present, " Gaal the son of
Ebed " lifted up himself with the idea that if things were in his hands,
the country would be rid of the tyranny and usurpation of its ruling
spirit. "Would to God this people were under my hand, then would
I remove Ahimelech." He secured a following, and made war; but
he was not successful. God had purposed to bring upon Ahimelech
his deserved end by feebler means and weaker hands. So the proud
boast of Gaal came to nothing, his army was scattered, his men were
killed, and he himself was thrust out.
There was another man years after who thought much as Gaal did,
though with more cruelty and wickedness in his heart. Absalom said;
" 0 that I were made judge in the land, that every man which hath
any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him justice! "
And the people believed him. They went after him in crowds. "The
conspiracy was strong." It might seem strange that he should find
such a ready response to his rebellion, when the king had been so
long and so justly loved, when he had so often led them to victory
and filled their treasures with the spoils of their enemies. But the
heart of the subjects, as well as the heart of the king, is in the hands
of the Lord as the rivers of water. "He turneth it whithersoever He
will." He can bring deliverance from any quarter. He can call from
places where they are not the means or agents of sorrow and correction.
It was of him that (as Ahithophel said) there were twelve thousand
men found willing to follow the son, although it was to the unheard-of
grief and distress of his fond and too indulgent father. But we know
the end. Absalom might boast, " I would do him justice," but God
was higher and mightier than he. It was justice, Divine and unimpeachable, that hanged him in the oak. He need not have reared up to
himself a pillar to perpetuate his name; for God has made him to his
shame and disgrace a more lasting monument. It was the poor and
needy David who got the victory, crushed though it left him. But
would he not see, even when the trial was at its height, proofs of the
tender mercy of God in the whole-hearted sympathy of those who
remained true to him, in the deep fidelity of his friend Hushai, in the
lavish kindness of Barzillai-helps from on high to keep him from
fainting altogether, and tokens that the Lord had not forsaken him,
nor would forsake 1
Job's three friends certainly were not men of the world, godless and
ambitious like Gaal and Absalom, but they, too, thought that they
could do wonders, that they could succeed where Job failed, that they
could understand the providences of God, which made him weep in
sorrow and perplexity. "I would seek unto God," Eliphaz said, as
if that was so easy and simple. He had not had the experience that
Job had and was then having, of what a long, sad, wearisome business in
deep waters that may mean. And Zophar and Bildad spoke as if Job
ought to have seen how wise and right their arguments were, and how
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wrong and stubborn he was himself. But of that, too, we have seen
tbe end of the Lord. The one thing that Job said when his eye saw
God, and when he put his mouth in the dust, was acceptable as heaven
itself in the ears of God, while the best that his three friends could
hope was that their hard speeches might be forgiven and forgotten.
Job abhorred himself and repented in dust and ashes. He had learned
then, as Paul did after, that in him dwelt no good thing, that he had
nothing beyond what he received, that it was God who made him to
differ from others, and that God could still give or withhold as He
pleased, wisdom and strength and utterance. Both had felt that rest
which none can find except as the blessed Spirit reveals it. "Of
Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to Whom be glory
for ever."
May His people, while they remember continually that" without
Him nothing is strong, nothing is holy," ever encourage their hearts
in His mercy and grace and love, and in what He has made Himself
to the poor and needy who hope in Him and who seek Him with their
whole heart. It need be no sorrow that they have nothing, or that
boasting is excluded, while He is their Father, their Redeemer, their
Comforter. Every thought of His heart is peace. He calls them by
every name of love that Divine tenderness can think of, and He waits
only to bring them all, the -least and the greatest, to His own and
heavenly habitation.
FOLLOWER-OK.
BEHIND.
SINCE writing for the last magazine, a dear reader (Mrs. Charles Barlow,
of Wilmslow, Cheshire) has entered her heavenly home. She was a
great sufferer for many years, but the consolations of God were" J;lot
small" with her. She supported the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and read its
pages with increasing comfort for a long time; indeed, I believe from a
child. When at school she was under the ministry of Dr. Hewlett, of
Astley, and the Holy Spirit opened her eyes and her ears under his
teaching to llnderstand the mystery of Christ. She clung tenaciously
to the truth as it is in Jesus, and was faithful to the end, through
many conflicts and many fears sometimes. Warm sympathy she had
with the poor, and when her twenty-first birthday took place her
father wished her to have a gathering of friends to celebrate it, but
instead of inviting her own personal friends and influential acquaintances, she devoted her birthday party to the poor of the place and gave
them a feast. This was characteristic of her through life. She loved
the poor, especially God's poor.
Her husband was taken from her very suddenly. This was a dark
trial, and when her only son, her only child, was taken after a brief
illness, her grief was great, but her Saviour was near. She led a lonely
life as far as " the communion of saints" was concerned. There were
few to converse with on spiritual matters so dear to her heart and
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who understood the leadings of God. She had a retiring disposition.
although so warmly attached to the people of God with whom she was
brought in contact. But she had precious memories, and occasional
love visits from her beloved Lord. She had many gleams of sunshine
through His Word. Her Bible was ever dear,and she had great delight
in it, and in the sweet hymns which gladdened her heart, and with
which her memory was richly stored. I have had many letters from
her full of heart yearnings for unbroken fellowship with her Saviour.
She was " oft in conflict, oft in woe," but she was kept clinging to
Him who was her All in all, her sole desire, her greatest joy. How
her eyes brightened when He" was the theme. Satan harassed her
sorely, but he could not shake her faith, which was founded on the
Rock of Ages.
Some of my readers may remember the services in the Religious
-Institute, Corporation Street, Manchester, on Thursday evenings,
when such champions of the truth as Rev. W. Rolleston, Rev. J.
Battersby, Mr. George Cowell, Mr. Thomas Bradbury and others sograciously gave the Gospel message with no uncertain sound. Mrs.
Barlow was rarely absent from this" upper room," and rejoiced with
her friend in the sweet discourses, talking together of the operations
in their own souls, and testing them by the Holy Spirit. Mrs. Barlow
was a great lover of sound literature, and I owe many volumes of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, "Gill's Commentary," and other books to her
unvarying kindness. Now she is
U

Pa.st pain and sorrow, and all sighs and tears,

All shadows and all stains,
The former things of all the ancient ye..rs,
And Chr-ist re'maim.

All swallowed up in fulness of she joy
Where Jesus is,

For spirit, soul, and body, one employ
To share His bliss."
The word" behind" insistently presses itself upon me as I write, and
I am asking the Holy Spirit to send some comforting words for the
Lord's people on some of the" behinds" of Scripture. The first that
occurs to memory is the very blessed assurance in Isa. xxxviii. 17,
" Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back." He won't look at
them. They are thrown out of His sight altogether. Do note, dear"
reader, it is His own doing. "Tlwtt hast cast." It is so secure when
it is Hi!t own voluntary act, an act of love; for Hezekiah said, " Thou
hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption, for'
Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back."
"Oh Christ! What burdens bowed Thy he..d!
Our load was la.id on Thee;
Thou stoodest in the sinner's stead;
Didst bear all ill for me."
The next" behind" is a thanksgiving from St. Paul in his letter'
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to the Church at Corinth. "I thank my God always Oll your behalf
for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ ... so that
ye come behind in no gift." The word "behind" has a different
meaning from that in Isaiah, where it meant" out of sight." Here it
meallS "inferior to." St. Paul is full of joy that his Corinthian
brethren are not in any way -inferior to other Christians; for they
come behind in no gifts; not meaning that all had all gifts, but all
had some gift given by Jesus Christ. For this purpose" in everything
ye are enriched by Him, in all utterance and in all knowledge." It
is a great matter, dear friends, to have utterance and knowledge.
Some have great powers of speech-utterance-but no knowledge;
and some have knowledge, but not the gift of expression or speech.
This double gift was used in the Lord's service. "The testimony of
Christ was confirmed in you so that ye come behind in no gift." Oh!
it is a blessed bestowal when one has evidence, confirmation, testimony.
Then the crown of all, "waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ," the blessed hope of all Christ lovers, " Who shaU also confirm
you unto the end that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ." How full, how perfect, how satisfying His gifts.
And now we find "behind" in another sense in Phi!. iii. 13:
" Forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forth unto
those things which are before." St. Paul had been recounting his
past, his legal right~ousness and his claims by birth, also pointing out
that even in his zeal in persecuting the Church he was blameless accordto the law. But-how eloquent are those "buts" in the Bible after he knew Christ and was in Christ, his vision was altered. He
found he was losing instead of gaining. All these supposed advantages
and righteousnesses and zeal he saw were not gains but loss (see verses
7-9). So he urges the Philippian believers to look not behind, but
to forget and to reach forth to those things which are before.
"0 glorious mount of the opened eyes,
Himself revealed! "

For the eyes see Christ, and in Him is satisfaction and raptured love.
Our citizenship is in heaven. Heaven! Think of it, dear reader, a.
citizen of heaven now. "Our citizenship is in heaven," not only
should be, but is now. It is already in possession. Well might
St. Paul say, "Forgetting the behind," and reaching forth, pressing
on, the upward- calling, all in Chrst Jesus. "Ye are come unto
Mount Sion and 1,1llto the city of the living God." And do note this
also,. "From whence also we look for the Saviour." He is coming,
commg soon.
Then the concluding "behind." It is most comforting to the
dear Christ-encompassed soul. -Psa. cxxxix. 5: "Thou hast beset me
behind and before." David was considering the utter inability of
escaping the eye of God. The word" beset" used here means surrounding on all sides, and as he enlarged upon it he goes on to say, " How
precious also are Tpy thoughts unto me, 0 God! how great is the sum
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of them!" How sweet to be "beset behind and before" by His
watchful, loving eyes. "Thou hast ... laid Thine hand upon me."
His hand restrains, caresses, blesses. Sometimes He lays His hand
heavily in affiiction, but it is all the same, His dear pierced hand that
bled for me, and that" will 1Wt let me go," that will hold my hand
and not let me fall.
How cheering when in perplexity or adversity to know" Thine ears
shall hear a word behind thee saying, This is the way, walk ye in it,
when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left." The
ear that listens shall hear, and the beloved hand that suffered for me
shall gently turn my face and steps along the right way.
"And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never."
" Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life";
and following means just behind me all the time.
Dear reader, may the Holy Spirit use and bless these meditations
on this word" behind" to thy soul's comfort and to His own glory.
All thy sins cast behind His back.
Be not behind in any gift. Use it to the full.
Forgetting things behind; reaching forth to things before.
Continually in His sight. Beset behind and before.
Goodness and mercy behind thee, following thee all the days of thy
life.
And thou sbalt " dwell in the house of the Lord for ever," " with
Chiist which is far better." Hallelujah!
NETTlE.
THE MOUNT OF OLIVES.
And every man went unto his own house.
of Olives."-JOHN ~. 53; viii. l.

Jesus went unto the Mount

THE golden daybeams slowly sink away,
And Jesus goes to Olivet to pray:
No son of earth may have an entrance there
To hear the sacred music of that prayer.
For while the village and the city slept,
The lonely" Man of Sorrows" prayed and wept:
Nor was it for His loved ones yet to see
The gathering shadows of Gethsemane.
But till the shadows shall have fled away,
And night is melted in eternal day,
blessed Saviour, do not Thou forget
Thy prayers for me that rose from Olivet.

o

Cricklewood,
April 19th, 1924.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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STEWARDSHIP.

By

THE REV. F. PEACOCK, RD., INCUMBENT OF THE
CIRCUS CHURcH, PORTSMOUTH.

" It is 7'equired in stewards that a man be found faitliful."
1 COR. iv. 2.
IN a very teal sense all the Lord's people are stewards. Things have
been entrusted to us by our Master for the possession and use of which
we shall one day have to give an account. Thank God we shall never
be judged for sin. The Scripture is very emphatic on that point.
See John v. 24 and Romans viii. 1. The Lord Jesus Christ was judged
and condemned in our stead. He endured the penalty which our sins
deserved and "payment God will not twice demand; first at my
bleeding Surety's hand, and then again at mine." But, while there
is no judgment for sin, it is still true that" We (believers) must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ," and before that tribunal
" every man's work shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare
it, because it shall be revealed by fire, and the fire shall try every
man's work of what sort it is" (1 Cor. iii. 13). How essential it is,
therefore, that we be faithful in our stewardship! There is (1) The
Stewardship of Money. How few of us are in the habit of regarding
every penny we possess as being" the Lord's money "-not our own,
but a trust committed to us. It may be little or much, but that is
not the question. A steward must be faithful with that which belongs
to another, however trivial the amount may be. We may depend
upon it that if our Lord keenly observed how even two mites were·
disposed of by the poor widow, He is not slow to take note of the
veriest trifles which pass through our hands from day to day. (2) The
Stewardship of Gifts. All Christians are entrusted with gifts of one·
kind or another, and we are exhorted to minister the same one to·
another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. One may
have the gift of knowledge; another the gift of utterance; another
the gift of song; another the gift of sympathy, etc. Whatever our'
gifts, let us exercise them faithfully. Freely we have received, and
freely we should give. (3) The Stewardship of the Gospel. See 1 Cor.
ix. 17, and 1 Thess. ii. 4. As a steward of the Gospel, St. Paul felt
himself to be under a double obligation. He felt that he must diffuse·
it far and wide, for it was God's good news concerning His Son Jesus
Christ, " the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth."
At the same time, he felt that he must defend it (Phil. i. 17). He was
determined that, as far as lay in his power, the sacred deposit should
be handed down to future generations whole and unimpaired. ~iay
we all thus" earnestly contend for the faith once for all delivered to
the saints."
GOD never deposited the gracious supplies of His Spirit in Churches,
ministry, or ordinances, to be dispensed at man's discretion or caprice..
-Professor Smeaton.

,
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JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
IT is evident that those who are hankering after a re-union of the
Churches grievously misunderstand the Lord's request t{) His Father
contained in John xvii. 20-23. It may be premised that, as a matter
of fact, a spiritual unity does exist in the Body of Christ, the true
Church, "There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all " (Ephes. iv. 4-6). This unity is realized by the children of God.
I go to another country, In God's Providence I meet with one of
His children. We are led to speak on spiritual things, and we understand one another, We both speak the language of Zion. We may
belong to different Churches or denominations, but, as we speak of our
spiritual experience, and of Him Who loved us, and gave Himself for
us, we realize that we are one in Him, even as we are, in Him, one
with all the true children of God. "He that is joined to the Lord is
one spirit" (1 Cor. vi. 17). "YE ARE ALL ONE IN CHRIST JESUS"
(Gal. iii. 28).
This is a spiritual unity, more or less manifest, but not a visible
unity of the whole Church. Yet it seems to be this latter for which
the Lord made request, a request which will be granted in the future,
when He comes again. It cannot find its fulfilment in any century
of the Christian era before Christ's return, for (1) Christ, the Head of
the Church, would be absent, and therefore it would not be a complete
Body! (2) Even if it be contended that Christ left His vicar (?) the
Bishop of Rome, as Head of the Church (of which there is not a shadow
of proof in Holy Scripture), yet, even so, there cannot be that complete
visible unity of the whole Church for which the Lord plainly made
request. Only a small part of the Church is on earth at anyone
point of time. A large portion is among" the dead in Christ." But
the wrd said, "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on Me through their word; that THEY ALL may be
ONE" (John xvii. 20, 21). This will be' brought about when the dead
in Christ shall be raised, and Christ shall" present the Church to Himself, a glorious Church; not having spot, or wr,inkle, or any such
thing" (Eph. v. 27). (3) The nature of the unity confirms this interpretation. "As ThQu, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they
also may be oue IN US ... I in them and Thou in Me, that they may
be made perfect in one" (John xvii. 21 and 23). This is certainly no
ecclesiastical organic union on earth. (4) It is unity connected with
THE GLORIFICATION OF THE CHURCH. For John xvii. 22 reads: "And
the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; THAT THEY MAY
BE ONE,

even as we are one."

This can only be fulfilled when the Lord shall come" to be glorified
in His saints" (2 Thess. i. 10), and "When Christ, Who is our life,
shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory." Then,
18
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and then only, the world will "believe" and " know" that He was
sent of the Father, and that the Father loved His people with the
love wherewith He loved His own Son (verses 21 and 23).
A very elementary knowledge of the Greek of the New Testament
is sufficient to show that Cardinal Mercier, in his pastoral letter to
the Belgian clergy, falsified Holy Scripture when he wrote: "Christ
said, , There shall be one fold and one shepherd,' " quoting John x. 16.
It is so translated in the Authorized Version, but wrongly, as, in the
original Greek, the word for "·fold " in the sentence, " There shall be
one fold and one shepherd," is 'lrOt!'"." (poimne), which means" flock,"
and which is so translated in the Authorized Version in the other
three places in which it occurs in the New Testament, e.g., Luke ii. 8,
" Keeping watch over their flock by night." The Lord had sheep in
the Jewish fold, but He looked forward to " other sheep" among the
Gentiles, of whom He says, " Them also I must bring, and they shall
hear My voice, and there shall be one flock and one Shepherd." This
.is the one true, holy, Catholic (universal) Church, the flock which
Christ bought with His blood; the flock called by the Holy Spirit,
justified, sanctified, and to be glorified, at the" revealing of the sons
of God." Members of this flock are found, doubtless, in all the Churches
which acknowledge Christ Jesus as God and Saviour and take the
"Holy Scriptures as their guide; and if God has any of His elect in
those Churches which have grievously departed from the truth, He will,
in His wonderful Providence, bring them by His Spirit, and His Word,
to a saving knowledge of Christ. "They shall be ALL taught of God"
(John vi. 45).
The extract from Sir J. Field's letter to his son, inserted in t!Je
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for April last, was very timely. It makes the hearts
of God's children sad to find so many professing Christians, in these
days, engrossed in the world and its pleasures-dancing, theatre-going,
and card playing-and yet attending religious services, and even Holy
Communion, and their ministers failing to warn them! But Holy
Scripture not only condemns these" lovers of pleasures rather than
lovers of God," bnt declares that such worldliness is incompatible
with real Christianity. "Know ye not that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of
the world, is the enemy of God" (James iv. 4). These words are
most solemn, as are those of 1 John ii. 15, " Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, THE
LOVE OF THE FATHER IS NOT IN HIM."
Lloydminster,
ROBERT J. NOYES, B.D.
(Sask.), Oanada.
., WE have not received the Spirit of God because we believe, but
that we may believe."-Fulgentins.
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THE DYING THIEF.
LUKE xxiii.
By THE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A., B.D., INCUMBENT OF THE
CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.
SHORTLY before His death on the accursed tree, our Lord predicted
tbat through His death sinners of all kinds and conditions would be
drawn to Him. His death would act like a powerful magnet, making
men willing captives to His love. In point of time, we may truly say
that the first trophy of the Crucified One was the dying thief-a notable
and desperate sinner graciously drawn to Him in the last hour of his
life. Many are the instances of Sovereign Grace in the Scriptures,
but in none was it exemplified so remarkably as in the case of this
man. Truly" the wind bloweth where it listeth and thou hearest the
sound thereof but canst not tell whence it cometh nor whither it
goeth: so is everyone that is born of the Spirit." The Spirit of God
acts freely as the wind, graciously regenerating the souls of men how
and when and where He pleases. If salvation had been by Sacraments
this man would have been lost. If it had been by good works he
would have been lost. But sincc Salvation is by grace, thank God, no
onc need ever despair, not even if he is dying as a malefactor on a
scaffold. Christ is " able to save to the uttermost "-to the uttermost
extent of time and to the uttermost extent of need. There is no
case too hard for the Lord. A doctor may shake his head and exclaim
" incurable," but the Lord loves hard cases, and in saving hard cases
He acquires greater glory and fame. We hear little in these days
about God's Sovereignty, and precious little about His Grace; but our
Great Reformers more than 300 years ago laid stress upon these things,
and God honoured their teaching. In their battle with the Apostate
Church of Rome those godly men insisted both upon God's Sovereignty
and man's impotence; upon God's Grace and the worthlessness of
human works to merit salvation. Alas! much of the Protestantism of
the present day is of a milk-and-water kind. Through its failure to
insist on the doctrines of Grace, it is weak and powerless when it might
he strong and vigorous. Rome can do nothing with people who hold
and love the doctrines of Grace, though she plays havoc with those who
are destitute of this teaching. May God write on our hearts· His
blessed truth, " By Grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works lest any man should
boast" (Eph. ii. 8-9).
======
" THESE fallen spirits, these spiritual beings who apostatized from
their first estate, and were cast down from their heavenly inheritance,
have, by the direct will of Jehovah, a present, though but temporary,
abode in this sinful world of ours. They seem to have power given
them to range the air we breathe, even though they are bound in
'chains of darkness.' "-Rev. J. Ormiston's Satan of Scripture.
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A SPIRITUAL JUBILEE.
THE spiritual jubilee of Pastor J. R. Huntley, of Bath, one of the
readers of this Magazine, took place on March 22nd last. In a recent
letter to us, our esteemed friend says :" Preaching on the Lord's Day (March 23rd) from Psalm lxvi. 16, I
tried to declare what He had done for my soul.
1. Wrote my name in the Lamb's book of life.
2. Made full atonement for my sins on the cross.
3. Quickened me into newness of life when dead in sin.
4. Sustained and upheld me through so many years (Ps. c,ux. 117).
- 5. Comforted me in many, many sorrows.
6. Gave me the sweetest assurance of His love.
7. And the blessed hope of His coming again."

'!tOttel:lpollbrnct.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-To be permitted to minister the truth of God to our
soldiers and sailors-is a great and blessed privilege, and we earnestly
invite other friends of the soldier and sailor to share with us in this
God-honouring and God-honoured work, now over fifty years old.
These are critical days, but thank God they are also days of blessed
opportunity for spreading the Word of life amongst the men on sea
and land. Funds are needed to meet the expense of our weekly output of Gospel literature to stations at home and abroad. A Chaplain
writes, "Very many thanks for the parcel of magazines you have
kindly sent for distribution among the men. We shall be thankful
to receive such gifts from time to time." Renewed help will be gratefully received at our headquarters.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
Totterdown, Bristol, May 1st, 1924.
R.. E. BRIDER.
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in :ftltmottam.
THE LATE MR. JOHN E. HAZELTON, SECRETARY OF THE
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
OUR highly-esteemed and beloved friend, Mr. John E. Hazelton, has
been called to higher service. At 2.30 a.m. on Thursday, May 8th,
his redeemed spirit was removed from its earthly tabernacle into the
immediate presence of the Saviour Whom he had loved and served
for so many years. The news of his serious illness came to us as a
great shock at the end of March last, and we at once wrote to a member
of the Committee of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society for confirmatory
particulars. The letter which we received in reply stated that he had
not been well since about last December. Alarming symptoms showed
themselves early in !iarch. ~iedical men were consulted, and it was
found that our dear friend was suffering from a malignant internal
malady. Our kind correspondent writes: "The dear man of God
met his Committee on Friday afternoon, March 21st (following the
final consultation with a medical man), and with a holy calm and sweet
composure told us all that had passed, and made suggestions for the
carrying on of the work he has so much loved and so long laboured
in. He met us again on Tuesday, and read us the Minutes of Friday's
meeting without a tremor. He hopes to get to the office most days,
and will continue as long as he feels able. Conveyance from door to
door is provided for, and whatever we can do to ease our dear friend
is being and will be done. It is a heavy sorrow that hangs over us all,
and we of the A.P.F.S. will never see his like again. Nothing is too
hard for the Lord. We pray, if He sees fit, that His dear servant's
days may be prolonged, and that years of usefnlness may yet be added
to a beautiful life already spent in His service."
On receiving this letter we at once wrote a letter of heartfelt sympathy
to Mr. Hazelton, and we received the following touching reply, dated
April Ist:" I cannot tell you how much your sweet letter is to me. I am not
cast down, but am favoured to dwell in Isaiah xxvi. 3, committing
myself into the pierced hands of my Redeemer. I am willing to depart
or to remain awhile, as seemeth good unto Him.
" The Lord has brought me into my 7lst year, and I have scarcely
known illness all my life, and now it has come I pray that it may be
to my profit, and that I might be ' partaker of His holiness.'
" I hope occasionally to speak to my peoplc in the Hall, but so far
as I can see, this and visits to my office will be my utmost. The
prayers of yourself and Mrs. Houghton I indeed value and her kind
sympathy.
" ~Iay I take this opportunity of saying bow I value your articles,
and Editorship ~ The GOSPEL MAGAZINE is a noble witness to the
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everlasting Gospel in these days of deepening apostasy, and your
exposure of Modern Evangelicalism is true in every respect.
" • The Gospel bears our spirits up;
A faithful and unchanging God
Lays the foundation of our hope
In oaths and promiaes and blood.'

"My daughter and I unite in Christian love to you and Mrs.
Houghton. May the Lord spare you both for many years to come.
" I am, my Beloved Friend,
.. Yours in the Lord Jesus,
.. JOHK E. HAzELToN."
Six days later, on April 7th, our dear friend wrote again, and in the
course of his letter he said, .. The savour of your letter abides with
me. All is well. I go to the office as often as I am able to do so,
and yesterday evening spoke to my own people."
The One Hundredth and Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society was held in the Caxton Hall, Westminster,
on Friday, May 2nd. The English Churchman says that it .. was
perhaps one of the most sad ever held in the history of the institution.
Mr. J. E. Hazelton, the greatly beloved Secretary, was lying seriously
ill. The present generation has never known an annual meeting
without the presence of Mr. Hazelton. For over fifty years he has'
been associated with the work, and for forty-six years as Secretary
he had presented an abstract of the bealltiflllIy phrased report which
all that time has been the work of his hands. Tha.t read on Friday
evening last by Mr. J. C. Dennis, one of the Treasurers of the Society,
was also his composition, and breathed a tender trust in God's faithfulness-a trust specially emphasized in a letter from Mr. Hazelton
which was read to the meeting."
The meeting was presided over by Sir T. W. H. Inskip, KC., M.P.,
and touching references were made to Mr. Hazelton by him and other
speakers. Sir T. W. H. Inskip referred to him as .. one rich in faith,
cour.age and devotion." Mr. J. C. Dennis said, .. His spirit was sweetly'
resting on God, and they were thankful for the wonderful life that
Mr. Hazelton had lived before them all."
.
Sir George Hume said, .. How wonderfully blessed their Society had
been in having such a Secretary for so long a period."
Subsequently Mr. J. C. Dennis said, .. They could not but recognize
his great ability and graciousness, and for himself he could say that he
had never had cause to regret anything that Mr. Hazelton, as Secretary,
had done. He felt, too, how providential had been God's dealing
with them in the members of the Committee who had been provided
for them. 1Iir. Hazelton was always happily satisfied with the gentlemen who composed the Board. Nothing but unanimity, concord, and
love had characterized the work of the Society."
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Mr. A. Blackman "referred to the way in which the Society had
prospered through the influence of their beloved Secretary. Only
that morning a friend, in affectionate regard for Mr. Hazelton, had
sent One Hundred Guineas."
On the Thursday morning following this meeting, our beloved friend
was called Home. On the day before he was again visited by our
kind correspondent before referred to, and in a letter dated May 11th
he writes:.
"I saw our beloved friend shortly after noon on Wednesday. He
was longing to be gone, and I felt the time of his departure was very
close at hand. For a few moments as I stood at his bedside the discoloration of his emaciated face seemed to be gone, and as he steadily
gazed into my face, his eyes and whole countenance were lit with
the light of that glory into which he was so soon to enter. I shaH
never forget the brightness of that face nor the light that kindled in
those eyes.
"A sweet composure pervaded his spirit throughout his illness,
and, though keenly disappointed at not being able to attend our last
Committee Meeting or the Annual Meeting of the Society on the
following Friday, he was quite resigned to God's will. His decease
has caused a big gap, which, speaking after the manner of men, cannot
be filled."
We are obliged to go to press before particulars of the funeral have
reached us. Very appropriately, however, the Funeral Service was
held at the Aged Pilgrims' Home, Hornsey Rise, where Mr. Hazelton
had so often been present at the annual gatherings held there.
The removal of our dear friend is a great loss to the Aged PilgrinlS'
Friend Society, to the Church of God at large, and to the cause of
distinctive Evangelical truth. He was a true and sympathetic friend
to God's aged poor. He was untiring in his devotion to the work of
the Society of which he had been the honoured Secretary for so many
years. He preached on its behalf all over the country, besides devoting
himself regularly to the work of the Office, and the work connected
with the various Homes.
He had great gifts as a preacher and speaker. We have often
listened to him with delight at the Clifton Conferences convened by
our late highly-esteemed friend, the Rev. James Ormiston. He had
a firm grasp of the great doctrines of grace, and proclaimed them
faithfully and lovingly. We had the privilege of being his guest on
two occasions, and of journeying with him on one· occasion to the
Annual Meeting of the A.P.F.S. in Brighton.
It has been a privilege to meet him at the Annual Meetings of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE Trust, of which he was one of the oldest members.
He was a warm friend of this Magazine.
He was much drawn to Godly men of the Church of England who
followed the example of the Reformers in preaching the great doctrines
of grace. We feel his removal to be a great personal loss. We loved
and honoured him, and are grieved that the place which knew him
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will know him again no more for ever: He was not only an able and
acceptable preacher of the Gospel of the grace of God, but he was
also an able writer. His" History of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society
from 1807 to 1922" is a most deeply interesting work and indicates
wide reading. Short and most interesting biographies of some of the
most notable ministers and other friends of the Society occupy a
large place in the volume.
Our tender sympathies go out to the Committee of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society, to the Congregation to whom Mr. Hazelton so faithfully ministered, and to his daughter in her great sorrow. May the
Lord grant His comfort to them all, and may He grant special wisdom
to the A.P.F.S. in their choice of a successor.
What an unspeakable mercy to have the full assurance that our dear
friend is with the Lord Whom he loved and served.

THE LATE MRS. HENRY MARTIN, OF OULTON.
(Contributed.)
FRANCES A. S. MARTIN was born amongst the Welsh mountains in
one of the most beautiful valleys of South Wales. Her father, the
Rev. Arthur Griffiths, who was Rector of Llanelly, Breconshire, for
over fifty years, was one of the eamest Evangelicals of the last c'entury.
His brother, Archdeacon Griffiths, of Neath, Dean Howell, of St.
David's, and others, formed a group of friends who in God's good
providence kept the light of truth burning brightly in the Principality
in the Victorian era. Her mother, Mrs. Griffiths, a daughter of Colonel
Lawrence, was brought to the Lord under the ministry of the late
Rev. J. C. Martin at the Circus Church, Portsmouth, where she was
afterwards an earnest worker. When she married the Rev. Arthur
Griffiths, her deep spirituality and devoted work. were expended In
the huge mountain parish over which her husband was Rector. It
was into such a home and surroundings that Frances was born in 1863.
A child of many prayers, she was very early seen to be under the
teaching of the Divine Spirit. Her realization of personal salvation
by a living faith came to her whilst at school at Clifton, during a
mission held at the Clifton Parish Church, which the school attended,
conducted by one of the Selwyns. Whilst yet in her teens she was
allowed to pass through a time of very deep spiritual assault from the
powers of darkness, and for a time it, seemed as if her physical and
mental powers would give way under the strain. Her nature had
much of the Celt in it, and she suffered intensely under this prolonged
trial. By God's blessing the ministry and teaching of the doctrines
of grace, as they were so tenderly proclaimed by her uncle, the Rev.
J. C. :M:artin, at the Circus Church, Portsmouth, were the means of
giviug her deliverance, and equipping her for a life of service, in which
she was specially used to aid those who were called to pass through
similar assailment. Never was she free from the attack of the great
"nemy, and in wme parting messages found after her Home-call she
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wrote: "The Devil seems to have brought this as a parting shot, but
(though pain and suffering are great mysteries) we have our Father's
word that All things are ours, and we are Christ's, and Christ is God's."
In her father's parish of Llanelly she commenced work immediately
on leaving school, and was his right hand. Work amongst children and
young women was the special sphere where she was most abundantly
used. Her child-like and sympathetic spirit won their hearts, and
made her a power for the Master in these fields. She was a keen
worker with the Children's Special Service Mission and Children's
Scripture Union from its earliest days, and in the last summer of her
active life she was helping at the children's services at Southwold.
In the early days of the Y.W.C.A. she was one of the keenest workers
and maintained her interest and service till the apostasy of the Society
from its original foundation principles led to the formation of the
C.A.W.G., when she entered heart and soul into the work of the new
organization, but the sorrow' of the necessary break from her beloved
Society left its mark upon her.
She was married in 1891 to the Rev. Henry Martin, then working
with his uncle at the Circus Church. Mrs. Martin at once entered
whole-heartedly into the work associated with the church at Landport.
She commenced a mothers' meeting which quickly outgrew any
accommodation available, and new quarters had to be found which
eventually led to the formation of a mission, and mission district from
the parent church. She commenced a class for lads and young men,
held weekly, and a number of them are living Christian lives to-day.
A Sunday afternoon class for children in a residential neighbourhood
where her home was, quickly grew to the capacity of the accol11l1lodation, and was much blessed. In 1893 her husband was appointed to
the Vicarage of Trinity, Derby, and there she quickly endeared herself
to the people and parish, throwing her whole energies into the various
branches of parochial activities.
It was there she commenced what one may almost call her life
work, a ministry among. girls of leisure. She commenced a branch of
the Daybrea:kWorkers' Union, not only with the purpose of increasing
missionary interest but bringing the Gospel to bear on the lives of
these young people. 1'he effort was begun and steeped in prayer and
by God's good grace abundantly blessed. Many of the members have
testified that these meetings were the means used of God to the salvation of their souls and the deepening of the work of grace, as well as
stirring a real interest in the evangelization of the world. It was at
Derby that the present Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE first was
brought into contact with Mr. and Mrs. Martin. There he came as
a beloved curate to Trinity Church and shared, perhaps, one of the
happiest periods of service in that parish. Mrs. Houghton was to
Mrs. Martin a sympathetic and wise co-worker, whose life of simple
Christian faith, self-sacrificing devotion and loving fellowship was a
constant inspiration and help, and whose friendship was ever deepl~
valued.
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In 1902 the comparatively small parish of Trinity, Derby was left
for the immense and growing parish of Crookes, Sheffield. There was
a great shrinking from the change, and only the conviction that the
call was of God led to the united decision to go there in respon~e to the
repeated invitations of the Trustees. At Crookes the ministry had
been of a different type. The former vicar was the Vice-Chairman of
the English Church Union. There were, of course, many difficnlties,
but Mrs. Martin was ever an inspiration and help to her husband, and
her wise sanctified judgment often prevented mistakes that might
have been made.
Here again the work amongst young women became her special
sphere. One at least of her Crookes D.W.U. members is now in the
mission field as a successful worker with the C.E.Z.M.S., and others
to whom she was blessed are engaged in the activities of home service.
The very flourishing branch of the Y.W.C.A. at Sheffield was the
offspring of her prayer and effort. At a Keswick Convention she got
together a number of keen Y.W. Workers to pray in her house for
Sheffield, and the answer to prayer was the formation of the Branch
and the securing at a peppercorn rent of some of the most prominent
buildings in the centre of the city for its home.
Mter fifteen years of devoted service, the call came to a country
parish, and as both Mrs. Martin and her husband were feeling the
effect of passing time, it was accepted, and at Oulton, near to Lowestoft,
the last eight years of her life have been spent full of fragrant memories
for those left behind. The coming to Oulton was in the war period,
and constant air raids were taking place on all sides, but a very quiet
spirit was manifested, and confidence in His protecting power. Two
of her sons were on active service, and the anxiety of a mother's heart
told on her strength. One call came to France to what was expected
to be the death-bed of her second son, but in answer to prayer he was
restored.
The East Anglian Revival was a time of wonderful blessing in
Lowestoft and neighbourhood, tilrs. Martin from the first assisting
with her warmest sympathy and prayer, and as a worker during the
meetings. She had the joy of knowing that many of those she had
prayed for were brought in to the Kingdom at that time. The Rev.
Douglas Brown frequently stayed at the Rectory as an honoured guest,
and from that centre much of the village work wa,'; done. In the
Christian he wrote the following message of loving appreciation:
"When I received a letter announcing the death of my friend, Mrs.
Martin, a deep sense of personal loss came over me. For many months
she had been confined to her room a patient sufferer, full of faith and
hope, so bright and cheerful that the thought of death seemed foreign
to the triumphant atmosphere created by the sick one. Last December
I paid a visit to Oulton Rectory to see my friend, who had been one.
of my greatest helpers, during the revival in East Anglia. I found·
her sorely smitten by sickness, almost physically helpless, but radiant
with' the joy of the Lord.' Though a prisoner for many months, and
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cut oft from active service, which was her very life, yet her spirit
remained unbroken, her faith Unshaken, and her keen interest in
revival work undiminished. She was one who waited for revival in
East Anglia. Her prayer helped to open heaven and bring down the
abundance of rain. She was one of those who made the valley' full
of ditches' and waited for the latter rain which fell upon the parish
and made the fields white unto the harvest: and of all the reapers
in the harvest field none laboured more intensely and fruitfully than
she. When the books are opened in heaven, and the true story of
God's great outpouring in East Anglia is proclaimed, she will stand
forth as one of the Lord's chief reapers in that glorious harvest. Last
Monday I journeyed down to Oulton to be present at her funeral. I
owed her so much, and felt constrained to render public acknowledgment of my indebtedness. The Rev. Henry Martin welcomed me with
that kindliness and graciousness so characteristic of the man. The
marks of sorrow were upon his countenance, but the light of God was
in his soul. God had given his dear one victory, and He had given
her loved one' grace sufficient.' The old parish church was crowded
from end to end with a congregation representing all sections of the
Christian Church, and all grades of society. The service was more
like a festival than a funeral. It was a holy celebration of victory,
and the note of triumph was sounded in every part of the beautiful
and simple service."
Her home-call came on March 26th, after more than a year of helplessness in bed. Her room was always a gate of heaven. There she
received many that came for comfort and help. No one came into
contact with her during that time without getting blessing.
Found after her translation to the higher service of the King's
presence, a little manuscript book has some wonderful messages of
restful faith and loving interest. "I have no higher, greater wish and
prayer than that we (addressed to her loved ones) may meet together
in eternity and spend it together in our blissful home above . . . I
have a splendid confidence and hope as good as anyone ever had,
as it is based on my own absolute unworthiness and the Price paid
for my salvation and pardon by my beloved Saviour's death ... no
other hope.... The thought of death, should it come, all seems so much
easier (written May last year after three months in bed) to me here
than if I looked forward to it before, and if this should end so, I don't
want you to feel it too much, my precious ones all. I shall be watching for you. You know my hymn-' Jesus lives '-I'd like it, and
, There is a land of pure delight.' I don't anticipate this illness having
a fatal ending. I only write this. Christ may come long before
anything comes to us."
The notes end as with a signature: Rom. viii. 28. The text was
ever her life's motto, and on it she wrote these lines :" All things, not one alone that ever and anon dotli clond our peace;
It is not only here and there, that sorrows do our joys increase;
'Ti. every intertwining cord of earthly joy or pain,
Is weaving for us everlasting good in one long golden chain,"
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In her own home she was all that a Christian mother could be.
Her children, surrounded by a mother's prayers, trained from infancy
in the Holy Scriptures, are following in her steps, and they, with
her bereaved husband, are looking forward to the day when them
that sleep in Jesus shall God bring with Him for the great reunion.
[The above beautiful and touching account of Mrs. Henry Martin
will, we feel sure, be read with deep interest, and will call forth the
deepest and tenderest sympathy for the bereaved husband and family.
We bespeak for them the prayers of our readers. How full of unspeakable comfort in times like these are the inspired assuranc~s of the
present and eternal blessedness of those who die in the Lord. Our
departed friend is "with Christ which is far better." Moreover,
Christ is with her, and also with her bereaved ones down here. "Fear
thou not," He says, "for I am with thee." "The night is far spent,
the day is at hand." When that day dawns all the Lord's people
will be " caught up together ... to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord."-THE EDITOR.]
THE LATE MR. REUBEN HEFFER, OF SAFFRON WALDEN.
A FRIEND of Ilk Reuben Heffer wrote to us on April 16th last, saying,
"I very much regret to have to inform you that our dear friend
Reuben Heffer passed away on Wednesday, April 9th. He was
working in the garden the Wednesday previous, when he had a stroke
to which he succumbed.
"I thought perhaps you would like to insert this in the GOSPELMAGAZL'<E, as for many years he had been a constant reader of the
magazine, and I believe an occasional contributor to it,s pages. His
life was spent in doing His Master's work and in doing good unto
others."
Though we never met Mr. Rcuben Heffer he has corresponded with
us occasionally, and we join with his friends in Saffron Walden in
mourning his loss to the Church on earth.
What a mercy, however, to have the aSsurance that he is now with
.
the ~Iaster he loved and served.
FIFTY years ago, for an Archbishop, or anyone else, to dare to
talk of peace with Rome, would have been sufficient to stir the country like a -boiling cauldron, with holy indignation. The healthy
dread of Rome is fast disappearing; and the rising generation is
growing up ignorant of the dreadful history of the Roman Catholic
system. Moreover, sacerdotal instincts and practices have been surreptitiously invading sections of the Free Churches; and ~Iodernists,
with their insistence on a broader charity, have created a temper by
which the Puritan's holy hatred of Popery is well-nigh extinguished.
-The Bible eaU•
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A LITTLE STREET ARAB.
ALL young people who love the Lord, and are seeking to serve Him
day by day, will be interested to read the following story, which I
came across a short time ago. There was a little street arab living
in a wretched room in one of the poorest parts of London. He was
slowly dying. He overheard a kind lady visitor saying to the woman
who took care of him, for both his parents were dead, that she could
perhaps get him into a more comfortable home. She went on to say
that it would be hard for the little fellow to die where he was. The boy
begged not to be moved, and said, " Why should I want to die easy,
when Jesus died so hard for me !" Then he added, " And I've something to do here." He used to write little texts on scraps of paper,
and, as it was warm summer weather and his bed was near the window,
he could throw them out into the lane. He hoped that other children
might pick them up and read them and learn to love the Lord Jesus
Christ. A few days later the lady called again. The little lad had
been left alone for about an hour, and was supposed to be asleep.
When she went into the room she found one little arm lying outside
the bed towards the window; the small thin hand feebly holding a
scrap of paper which he had been too weak to throw out of the window.
On the paper were the words, " The Son of God, Who loved me and
gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20). The little sufferer was at rest
for ever. "Precious in the sight of the Lord 'is the death of His
saints" (Ps. cxvi. 15). Precious in His sight must have been both
the life and the death of this boy. He had done what he could.
I cannot tell you how he was brought to know the Lord, but it is
quite certain that God the Holy Spirit had graciously been working in
his heart, revealing to Him the wondrous love and grace of the Son
of God, and so shedding abroad His love in the boy's heart that he
was longing for the salvation of others. Is this true of you!
There is no greater joy than to be used by the Good Shepherd as
the means of bringing some lost sheep into His fold. He does the
bringing Himself, as He said, " Other sheep I have, which are not of
this fold, them also I must bring" (John x. 16), but He makes use of
young people whom He has already called and saved, to accgIIlPlish
His purposes of grace to others. Think of the millions who have
never even heard His precious Name, and ask, "Lord, what wilt
Thou have me to do !" The answer will come.
E. A. H.
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lhoHstant JSeacon.
THE WYCLIF SEXCENTENARY.
(ExtrMt from J. R. Green's Short History of the English People;
Pp. 235, 236).

NOTHING is more remarkable than the contrast between the obscurity
of Wyclif's earlier life and the fulness and vividness of our knowledge
of him during the twenty yeaJ;S which preceded its close. Born in the
earlier part of the fourteenth century, he had already passed middle
age when he was appointed to the mastership of Balliol College in the
University of Oxford, and recognized as first among the schoolmen
of his day. Of all the scholastic doctors those of England had been
throughout the keenest and the most daring in philosophical specula• tion; a reckless audacity and love of novelty was the common note
of Bacon, Duns Scotus, and Ockham, as against the sober and more
disciplined learning of the Parisian schoolmen, Albert and Aquinas.
But the decay of the University of Paris during the English wars was
transferring her intellectual supremacy to Oxford, and in Oxford
Wyclif stood without a rival. From his predecessor, Bradwardine,
whose work as a scholastic teacher he carried on in the speculative
treatises he published during this period, he inherited the tendency
to a predestinarian Augustinianism which formed the groundwork of
his later theological revolt. His debt to Ockham revealed itself in
his earliest efforts at Church reform. Undismayed by the thunder
and excommunications of the Church, Ockham had not shrunk in
his enthusiasm for the Empire from attacking the foundations of the
Papal supremacy or from asserting the rights of the civil power. The
spare, emaciated frame of Wyclif, weakened by study and by
asceticism, hardly promised a Reformer who would carry on the
stormy work of Ockham; but within this frail form lay a temper
quick and restless, an immense energy, an immovable conviction, an
unconquerable pride. The personal charm which ever accompanies
real greatness only deepened the influence he derived from the spotless
purity of his life. As yet indeed even Wyclif himself can hardly have
suspected the immense range of his intellectual power. It was only
the struggle that lay before him which revealed in the dry and subtle
schoolman the founder of our later English prose, a master of popular
invective, of irony, of persuasion, a dexterous politician, an audacious
partisan, the organizer of a religious order, the unsparing assailant of
abuses, the boldest and most indefatigable of controversialists, the
first Reformer who dared, when deserted and alone, to question and
deny the creed of the Christendom around him, to break through the
tradition of the past, and with his last breath to assert the freedom of
religious thought against the dogmas of the Papacy.
(To be continued)
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A STORM AGAINST THE WALL. By Miss E. M. Wagstaff Smith. Pp.
132. Price 2s. 6d., 2s. 9d. post free. (The Women's Protestant
Union, 26, Denison House, 296, Vauxhall Bridge Road, Westminster, S.W.l, and W. Stanley Martin & Co. Ltd., 12, Charterhouse
Square, KC.I.)
This is a very thrilling story. It relates to recent times in Ireland
when a reign of awful terror prevailed. Masked men frequently
appeared in the dead of night and burnt down magnificent mansions
and frequently murdered innocent victims and treated others with
pitiless cruelty. The story tells of the murder of a Protestant and
Christian gentleman, and the burning down of his mansion. It relates
how his daughter narrowly escaped from a cruel Roman Catholic
cousin who desired, against her will, to make her his wife. Two
attempts to capture her were made, in one of which a Romish priest
took an active and crafty part. The story illustrates in a striking
way the wonderful providence and converting grace of God, and the
awful cruelty which may be practised by men and women who have
been nurtured in the Church of Rome. We rejoice that such Protestant
stories as " In the Desert," by Deborah .Alcock, and this story of " A
Storm against the Wall," are being issued by the W.P.U. in conjunction
with W. Stanley Martin & Co. Ltd.
NOBLE MARTYRS OF KENT. By the Rev. G. Anderson Miller. Pp. 80.
Price 3s. net. (Morgan & Scott Ltd., 12, Paternoster Buildings,
London, E.C.4.)
The author of this work has served as a B'!-ptist minister in Rochester
for thirty-four years. During his long ministry in that city he has
devoted much attention to the study of Protestantism, and especially
to the records of the Protestant Martyrs of Kent. This volume,
published at the earnest entreaty of friends, is the result. The Pastor
.of the Metropolitan Tabernacle (Rev. H. Tydeman Chilvers) has
written a Foreword in which he says, " This book should be placed in
the hands of all members of our Young People's Societies and Bible
Classes, to whom it is calculated to render valuable service." The
volume, however, is not written in any sectarian spirit. It is suitable
for people of all denominations, young and· old. We learn from the
book that no less than sixty-four out of the three hundred or more
martyrs who suffered death in the Marian Persecution were connected
with the County of Kent. Most of them suffered at Canterbury and
were brought from the towns and villages of Kent to pass through
their fiery ordeal. The author takes his readers on a tour through
Kent, visiting the spots where lived the faithful men and women who
bravely laid down their lives for the truth. Rochester, Sevenoaks,
Maidstone, Tonbridge, Cranbrook, Ashford and Canterbury are among
the places he mentions. Prominent amongst these martyrs are
Nicholas Ridley, who for about two and a half years was Bishop of
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Rochester, and Cranmer wh.o \'Vas .Archbishop of Canterbury. The
author has done good service in grouping together the martyrs of
Kent.. Books like this need to be multiplied and widely read. It
is doubtless ignorance of Reformation principles and of the terrible
sufferings of the Marian Martyrs which makes so many in our own
day callously indifferent to the restoration of the Mass and the Confessional in the Church of England.
IN THE DESERT. By Deborah Alcock. Pp. 210. Price 2s. 6d.,
2s. IOd. post free. (The Women's Protestant Union, 26, Denison
House, 296, Vauxhall Bridge Road, Westminster, S.W.l, and
W. Stanley lIiartin & Co. Ltd., 12, Charterhouse Square, KC.I.)
We have read this story with deep interest and we pronounce it
excellent.. The late Miss Alcock who wrote it was also the author of
The Spanish Brothers and other stories. Those who have read The
Spanish Brothers will not be surprised that we can warmly commend
In the Desert, coming as it does from the same pen. The story has
reference to the sufferings of the Protestants of France who lived in
"the mountainous region of the Cevennes, called 'the Desert.'''
This region was" the refuge of a proscribed worship, and the home of
a persecuted race." The story begins on the 11th of October, 1745.
At that time the members of the Reformed Church of France were
prohibited from meeting together for the public worship of God.
Nevertheless they did meet in isolated regions, in the open air, even
in the depth of winter, to hear the Word of God. The penalty for
attending such assemblies was for every man, the galleys for life;
for every woman, perpetual imprisonment; for every child under a
given age, compulsory separation from their parents, and education
in a Romish convent or college. The death penalty was enacted on
any pastor who was caught conducting such a service. Nevertheless
multitudes of godly people went many miles on foot, in severe weather,
to hear the precious truths of the Gospel, and many brave pastors
suffered great hardships in ministering to them, and even laid down
their lives for the truth.
This story, although partly fictitious, is based on the facts of history.
As the preface says, " All that has been told of the sufferings, the faith,
and the patience of the Church in the desert is true, and within the
truth." This volume is equally suitable for young people and adults.
We hope it will be chosen widely for the young people of our Sunday
Schools. It is a good-sized book and remarkably cheap, compared
with many books now being issued. All who value Protestant and
Evangelical truth would do well to assist in the wide circulation of
this volume.
SALVATION BY GRACE. By WILLIAM TIPTAFT. Pp. 19. Price 3d.
post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This is an excellent sermon, scriptural, searching, and solacebringing.

