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THE MESSAGE OF GOD'S MESSENGERS.
" See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms,
to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down,
to build, and to plant."-JEREMIAH i. 10.

THIs chapter tells us of the call of J ererniah to be a prophet, the
period during which he prophesied and the character of His
prophetic message. The word of the LORD came to him in the
thirteenth year of the reign of J osiah, king of J udah, and he continued to prophesy to the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah,
when Jerusalem's people were carried away into captivity to
Babylon, its temple destroyed, and its buildings reduced to ashes.
The teaching of the chapter in reference to his call to the prophetic
office is very instructive and may well be studied in detail.
First, we learn that GOD chose and selected him before he had any
existence. "Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee"
(verse 5). All future things, persons and events are present to
the mind of the omniscient and eternal GOD. The LORD knew
J ererniah before he had any being. He knew him not only in the
sense that He knows all men before they are born, but He knew
him \vith complacency, with pleasure, with satisfaction. He knew
him so as to delight in him as one of His chosen people. He knew
him so as to regard him as one of the objects of His eternal love
and mercy. In this sense the LORDknoweth all them that are
His both in eternity and in time. "The LoRD knoweth the way
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of the righteous" so as to delight in them, "but the way of the
ungodly shall perish" (Psa. i. 6).
It is a blessed truth that all GOD'S people were chosen in CHRIST
. before the foundation of the world that they should be holy and
without blame before Him in love. He predestinated them unto
" the adoption of children by JESUS CHRIST to Himself, according
to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His
grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the BELOVED" (Ephes.
i. 4-6). Before they had any being He knew them and delighted
in them. He hath loved them with an everlasting love. (See J er.
xxxi. 3.) Thus they are what they are because of GOD'S electing
love, because of His predestinating mercy, and because of the good
pleasure of His will, and the display of His infinite and unmerited
grace. By the grace of GOD, dear believing readers, we are what
we are. It is no credit to us if we are redeemed, regenerated,
adopted and made heirs of glory. It is no credit to us if we know
the truths of GOD'S Word and rejoice in them. All is of grace.
Let us thank GOD for His infinite and wholly undeserved mercy,
and let us tremble at His word, and walk humbly before Him.
Let us also be tender with others who have not as yet tasted that
the LORD is gracious, remembering that we should· never have
tasted of His bounties had He not first created within us an appetite
for them.
Seoondly, we learn that GOD had separated Jeremiah and ordained
him to be a prophet before he was aotually born. "Before thou
camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained
thee a prophet unto the nations" (verse 5). It was GOD'S gracious
design and purpose, before Jeremiah could have done either good
or evil, that Jeremiah should be one of His regenerated children,
and that he should be called to the prophetic office. The great
work of his life was arranged and settled in the Divine purpose ere
he was born. Hence all the circumstances of his life were Divinely
controlled, so that eventually he should be manifested as "a
prophet unto the nations." J acob and Esau are remarkable
illustrations of the Divine purpose being expressed before birth
takes place. (See Gen. xxv. 23; Rom. ix. 10-12.)
Similar teaching is given in regard to the Apostle Paul. He
says, " When it pleased GOD, Who separated me from my mother's
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womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal His SON in me, that I
might preach Him among the heathen; immediately I conferred
not with flesh and blood" (Gal. i. 15, 16). The apostle recognized
that GOD had marked him off, and set him apart in His purpose
before he was born, in order that ultimately he might preach
CHRIST among the nations. He was chosen in CHRIST, like other
believers, before the foundation of the world, and predestinated
to be a member of GOD'S redeemed family and an heir of glory.
(See Ephes. i. 4-7.) He was also set apart in the Divine purpose
to preach the Gospel of the grace of GOD. He was "separated
unto the Gospel of GOD" (Rom. i. 1). Hence GOD called him by
His grace and revealed His SON in him. All heaven-sent messengers of the Gospel are chosen in CHRIST from eternity, effectually
called by Divine grace in time, and then Divinely sent forth to
preach the Gospel. Their previous training and experiences are
all fitting them in the Divine providence for the work for which
GOD has sanctified them. In like manner all ordinary Christians
were loved in eternity, they are called and saved in time, and they
occupy that place in the mystical body of CHRIST which GOD has
designed for them. By His Spirit they are baptized into the one
body, and GOD hath set the members everyone of them in the body
as it hath pleased Him" (1 Cor. xii. 12-18,28-30). All t4e members
of His body are necessary to the HEAD and to each other (1 Cor.
xii. 21). We need to be faithful and cheerful in doing the work
which is Divinely assigned to us in the place which we occupy in
CHRIST'S body, and we need to beware of a discontented spirit.
Thirdly, we learn that Jeremiah was to go to whomsoever the LORD
might send him.
" Thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee" (verse 7). J onah
refused to recognize this principle. GOD told him to go to Nineveh,
but he went towards Tarshish. "But the LORD sent out a great
wind into the sea" to frustrate his evil design and then He " prepared a great fish to swallow up J onah." Then the LORD graciously
commanded him a second time to go to Nineveh and he went.
(Jonah i. 1-4, 17; iii. 1-3). It is a vain thing to fight against
GOD. We do well to follow the leadings of GOD'S providences and
to be obedient to His commands. The Apostle Paul was able to say,
" I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision" (Acts xxvi. 19).
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Fourthly, we learn that Jeremiah was to speak GOD'S word and
to deliver GoD'S message.
"Whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak" (verse 7).
-The LORD touched his mouth and said, "Behold, I have put My
words in thy mouth" (verse 9). It was a Divine message which
he had to proclaim. "The word of the LORD," not his own word,
was to be the theme of his testimony. So to Ezekiel it was said,
" Thou shalt speak My words unto them" (Ezek. ii. 7). Of CHRIST
it is written, "He Whom GOD hath sent speaketh the words of
GoD" (John iii. 34). So all true Divinely-sent ministers of the
Gospel are commanded to " preach the Gospel to every creature."
"CHRIST," says the Apostle Paul, "sent me not to baptize, but to
preach the Gospel," and that Gospel, he explains, is "the preaching
of the cross." It is the preaching of "JESUS CHRIST and Him
crucified." It is the preaching that "CHRIST died for our sins
according to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. i. 17, 18; ii. 2; xv. 1, 3, 4)It is the preaching that CHRIST hath redeemed His people from
the curse of the law by being made a curse for them, as their holy
and spotless SUBSTITUTE. This Gospel is "the Gospel of GOD."
It is the Word of GOD. It is "the word of the LORD which endureth
for ever." "This is the word which by the Gospel is preached
unto you" (Rom. i. 1; 1 Pet. i. 25). All the words of CHRIST,
which are the words of GOD, are to be noted and observed by His
messengers and by those who welcome their message (Matt. xxviii.
20). There is only one Gospel and one message for heaven-sent
messengers, and that is the Gospel of the grace of GoD. (See Gal.
i. 8, 9. ) Woe is unto them if they preach not this Gospel.
Fifthly, Jeremiah was to preach the Divine message couragelYUsly,
and He was assured 0/ the Divine presence.
The LORD said to him, "Be not afraid of their faces: for I am
with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD" (verse 8). The LORD'S
messengers, whether in public or private testimony, need to be
courageous. They need to be full of power by the Spirit of the
LORD, as was Micah, "to declare unto Jacob his transgression,
and to Israel his sin" (Micah iii. 8). They need to go in the strength
of the LORD GOD. They need to trust in His power. He promises
to be with them and to deliver them. They need to beware of
the fear of man which bringeth a snare. While not cherishing
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thoughts of pride and vanity, they are to be strong in the LORD
and in the power of His might. In all ages GOD has promised His
presence to His people. To Moses, He said, "Certainly I will be
with thee" (Exod. ili. 12). To Joshua He said, "As I was with
Moses, so I will be with thee" (Joshua i. 5). To all His witnesses
He says, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world" (Matt. xxviii. 20). The message of GOD'S true messengers
now claims our attention. That message is summarized in the
tenth verse. It suggests the character of the message which all
GOD'S witnesses should deliver.
1. It is a message 0/ temporal judgment on sinning nations.
National sin brings national judgment. That truth has been
remarkably illustrated in the history of GOD'S people, Israel, and
in the history of other nations, including our own.
The messenger of GOD is, so to speak, set" over the nations and
over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy,
and to throw down" (verse 10).
Jeremiah did this by His predictions. The principle always
holds good. GOD judges nations here and now. National forgetfulness of GOD; national desecration of His day; national dishonouring of His Word; national indulgence in immorality,
drunkenness, and worldly frivolity and pleasures; and national
idolatry will sooner or later bring Divine judgment. Idolatry
caused the Babylonian kingdom to fall and to be succeeded by the
Persian kingdom (Dan. vi. 22-31). That may be given as one
illustration of Divine judgment.
The LORD says, "At what instant I shall speak concerning a
nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down,
and to destroy it; if that nation, against whom I have pronounced,
turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do
unto them. And at what instant I shall speak concerning a
nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it
do evil in My sight, that it obey not My Voice, then I will repent
"
of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit themJ" (Jer. xviii.
7-10). Here is an eternal principle indicating GOD'S dealings with
nations now. Here is a principle on which GOD doubtless acts in
regard to our own nation. In proportion as we honour~Him, His
Word and His day ~e may expect His blessing. In proportion

236

The Gospel Magazine

as we dishonour Him, His Word and His day we may expect His
displeasure. No government and no legislation can prevent His
displeasure being manifested, if His authority is ignored and set
~ aside.
2. It is a message of present and future judgment upon impenitent
individuals.
" The way of transgressors is hard" even now. "The curse of
the LORD is in the house of the wicked" ,(Prov. iii. 33). "The face
of the LORD is against them that do evil" (Psa. xxxiv. 16). In
some cases a measure of great prosperity may temporarily be their
portion, but eventually "they are brought into desolation" (Psa.
lxxiii. 3-19). Every town and village will furnish examples of
ungodly lives, bringing misery and wretchedness in their train.
Then as to the future we read of "Indignation and wrath,
tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil,
of the Jew first and also of the Gentile." We read also that " The
wages of sin is death" (Rom. ii. 8, 9; vi. 23). We read that,
"The LORD JESUS shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not
GOD, and that obey not the Gospel of our LORD JESUS CHRIST:
who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from·the presence
of the LORD, and from the glory of His power; when He shall
come to be glorified in His saints" (2 Thess. i. 7-10).
In tender tones the faithful witness must solemnly warn men
of the present and eternal consequences of sin, in the prayerful
hope that GOD by His Spirit may use tills part of the teacl:llng of
His Word as a 'means of awakening dead sinners and leading them
to seek for pardon and salvation through faith in the blood of
GOD'S dear SON.
3. It is a message of temporal mercy to nations which honour GOD.
On the one hand GOD will pluck up and pull down the nation
that disobeys Him. On the other He will build up and plant a
nation wlllch honours Him. Nineveh is a case in point. When
GOD saw that the people of that great city "turned from their
evil way," "GOD repented of the evil, that He had said that He
would do unto them; and He did it not" (Jonah iii. 10).
4. Lastly, it is a message of eternal mercy to GOD'S chosen but
fallen and sinful people.
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" To build, and to plant" are words full of suggestion in regard
to those who through infinite grace are" from the beginning chosen
to salvation through sanctification of the SPIRIT and belief of the
truth" and who are called through the Gospel " to the obtaining
of the glory of our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (2 Thess ii. 13, 14). Such
are" GOD'S building" (1 Cor. iii. 9). They are built upon a Divinelylaid FOUNDATION which the FATHER hath laid in Zion, " A SURE
FOUNDATION" (Isa. xxviii. 16). - "Other foundation can no man
lay than that is laid, which is JESUS CHRIST" (1 Cor. iii. 11). GOD
Himself hath in His mercy built them "upon the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, JESUS CHRIST Himself being the chief
corner stone; in Whom all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto an holy temple in the LORD: in "'hom ye also are
builded together for an habitation of GOD through the SPIRIT"
(Ephes. ii. 20-22). GOD'S people are individual stones who are
separated from nature's quarry through the message of the Gospel
and the power of the SPIRIT. They are Divinely brought into union
with CHRIST, " to Whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed
indeed of men, but chosen of GOD, and precious, they also as lively
stones, are built up a spiritual house" (1 Pet. ii. 4, 5). They hear
the Word of the Gospel, and are built upon the ROCK O.F AGES.
When the number of GOD'S elect has been accomplished, then the
spiritual building will be complete, and the glory of the LORD
will fill the house. GOD'S messengers are the means which He
uses to bring His people to CHRIST the Foundation. Thus they
are instrumental in building the spiritual temple. What an honour
and a privilege!
GOD'S saved people are, however, not only GOD'S building.
They are also "the. planting of the LORD, that He might be
glorified" (Isa. lxiii. 3). They are" GOD'S husbandry" or tillage
(1 Cor. iii. 9). They are the people whom He cultivates in His
garden. The LORD GOD planted a garden in Eden and " Out of
the ground made the LORD GOD to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the sight" (Gen. iii. 8, 9). Each tree in that garden owed its
being to GoD. In like manner GOD'S saved people are His workmanship "created in CHRIST JESUS" (Ephes. ii. 10). They are
" rooted and built up in Him" (Col. ii. 7). Taken collectively they
are "trees of righteousness" the branch of GOD'S planting (Isa.
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Ix. 21; 'lxi. 3). Taken individually each believer is "like a tree
planted by the rivers of water that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth
shall prosper" (Psa. i. 3).
AIe we, dear readers, amongst the trees which the LORD hath
formed and planted with His Own hand? Only such are in vital
union with CHRIST. "Every plant," says CHRIST, which My
heavenly FATHER hath not planted, shall be rooted up" (Matt.
xv. 13).
GOD'S faithful messengers are the means which GOD uses, when
they preach His Word, the Word of the Gospel, to bring sinners
into vital union with CHRIST. They are rooted in Him as trees.
They are built up in Him as living stones resting on the "SURE
FOUNDATION." 0 the blessedness of being rooted and built up in
Him. May the LORD so operate upon His people that they may
be fully manifested as polished stones in His temple, and fruitful
trees in His garden.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Sto7.·e Ferry, King's Lynn.

ORIGIN OF SPECIES.
DARWINISM" DEAD AS THE DODO."
" TO-DAY Darwinism is as dead as the dodo, so far as its being regarded
as a vera causa of the origin of species is concerned," was the opinion
expressed by Mr. George McCready Price, Professor of Geology, Union
College, Nebraska, U.S,A., in a paper read last evening before the
members of the Victoria Institute on "Revelation and Evolution:
Can they be harmonized 1" Professor McCready Price claimed that
the most hopelessly pessimistic of the world's prophets were those
who had most completely adopted and assimilated the doctrine of
organic evolution. Such a scheme of cosmic despair was completely
at variance with that portrayed in the Christain's Bible; "The time
has fully arrived for those who think for themselves," he said, " and
who do not entrust the keeping of their opinions to any set of supposed
experts, to dismiss once for all the idea that man may possibly have
arisen by a long drawn-out process of development from preceding
animal ancestors. Confident I ,am that in this year 1925 sufficient
scientific facts are available to settle this long-debated problem in a
way entirely satisfactory to the believer in the literal truthfulness
Of the first chapters of Genesis.-Daily Telegraph, April 21st, 1925.
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THREE CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD'S PEOPLE.
" We are the oircmmcision, which worship God in the Spirit, and
reioice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh."PmLIPPIANS iii. 3.
WE have in this verse three marks or characteristics of God's
people. The Revised Version suggests these characteristics more
accurately. It runs, "We are the circumcision, who worship by
the Spirit of God, and glory in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence
in the flesh." Thus the passage teaches us that God's regenerated
people are the true circumcision. They are circumcised in heart.
They are circumcised in Christ "with the circumcision made
without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh"
(Col. ii. 11). They are created anew in Christ Jesus. They" have
put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man,
which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created
him" (Col. iii. 9, 10). Judaizing teachers made much of literal
circumcision. The inspired apostle teaches that all God's people
are spiritually circumcised in Christ. They worship by the Spirit
of GOd. They glory in Christ Jesus. They have no confidence in
the flesh. These are the three things which characterize them.
Let us consider them in the order in which they are given.
1. God's people worship by the Spirit 0/ God.
The word rendered "worship" means "to serve, minister to,
either gods Oi' men." In the New Testament it means "to render
;'eligious service, or homage, to worship." Thus the word is used
for the worship or homage or service which is rightly rendered to
God. Our Lord used the word when He said, "Thou shalt worship
the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve" (Matt. iv. 10).
The Apostle Paul used the word to describe his worship of the true
God. "So worship I the God of my fathers." "The angel of
God Whose I am, and Whom I serve" (Acts xxiv. 14; xxvii. 23).
The same word is used to denote the service or worship rendered
to God by all believers. Their consciences are purged " from dead
works to serve the living God" (Heb. ix. 14). The word also
describes the service or worship of the redeemed in heaven. " They
serve Him day and night in His temple" (Rev. vii. 15; xxii. 3).
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The same word is used of the service or worship of false gods. The
worship of the host of heaven and serving the creature rather than
the Creator are instances of this use. (See Acts vii. 42; Rom. i.
25.) Now God's people direct their worship to the right Object.
They worship the Lord their God and Him only do they serve.
The" Worshipping and Adoration, as well of Images as of Reliques,
and also invocation of Saints" is to them "a fond thing vainly
invented, and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather
repugnant to the Word of God" (Art. xxii of Church of England).
Taught by the Spirit, the true people of God abhor the idolatry
connected with the Mass and with the reservation of the elements
in the Lord's Supper. They recall the solemn warnings against
idolatry, and the awful judgments pronounced against idolaters in
the book of Deuteronomy, and by God's grace they flee from
idolatry with horror. They seek to render worship, homage and
service to the only living and true God, and to Him alone. They
have turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,
and to wait for His Son from heaven, even Jesus, Who delivered
them from the wrath to come. The true worshippers are God's
regenerated and believing people. They" worship the Father in
spirit and in truth" (John iv. 23). The word translated" worship"
in the verse we are considering is a very comprehensive word. It
comprehends the service, worship or homage which the believer
should render to God in all his thoughts, words and ways. It
refers to prayer. Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, "served God
with fastings and prayers night and day" (Luke ii. 37). It refers
to the believer's whole lite of obedience. Being delivered out of
the hand of our enemies we should "serve Him without fear, in
holiness and righteousness before Him, all the days of our life "
(Luke i. 74). It was thus that Paul served Him. He spoke of the
" angel of God, Whose I am, and Whom I serve" (Acts xxvii. 23).
He was constantly serving the God of His fathers. The work of
the believer is comprehended in this word. All the testimony of
the Apostle Paul as a preacher of the Gospel is comprehended by
this word. He says, " God is my witness, Whom I serve with my
spirit in the Gospel of His Son" (Rom. i. 9). If we are making
known to others the Gospel of God's grace, we are worshipping
or serving the Lord.
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The noun corresponding to the verb "to worship" as given in
Phil. iii. 3, is used to denote the devotion of our whole being to
the service of our Covenant God. Filled with a deep sense of His
infinite and innumerable mercies, we are bidden to present our
bodies, " a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service" (Rom. xii. 1).
Thus one of the great characteristics of God's redeemed and
regenerated people is that they render whole-hearted homage,
worship and service to their God. They worship and serve Him
in prayer and praise. They worship and serve Him in testimony.
They worship and serve Him in a .holy and a righteous life. They
worship and serve Him every day. They worship and serve Him
in all that they think, say, or do. At least this is their supreme
aim. Whether they eat, or drink, or whatsoever they do, they
seek to do all to the glory of God. Their chief end is to glorify
God and to enjoy Him for ever.
"IVho is sufficient for these things?" Yes, we may well ask
this question. How much we all come short in serving our gracious
God as we ought to serve Him! How many are our failings!
How often we have to mourn over our failures! What a mercy
that the fountain of Christ's blood is ever available to cleanse us
from our sins !
We are so weak and helpless, and so prone to wander that if
left to ourselves we could never render to our God acceptable
worship, homage and service. Blessed be His name, we are not
left to ourselves. He has given us His Spirit, and, as the Revised
Version translates the words, we "Worship by the Spirit of God."
• By the aid and power of the Spirit, we pray and praise. By the
power of the Spirit we labour in the Lord's vineyard. By the
power of the Spirit we live soberly, righteously and godly. By the
power of the Spirit we devote ourselves body, soul, and spirit to
the Lord's service. By the power of that same Spirit we seek to
glorify God in all our thoughts, words and ways. We" worship
by the Spirit of God." He helps our infirmities, and by His aid
we pray and serve. (See Rom. viii. 26; Ephes. vi. 18; J ude 20.)
We live by the Spirit. We walk by the Spirit. We mortify the
deeds of the body by the Spirit. We are dependent always and
altogether upon the power of the Spirit of God.
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2. God's people glory in Christ Jesus.
This is the second characteristic of the people of God as given
in this v~rse. They" glory in Christ Jesus" (R.V.). They are
proud of Him. They make their boast in Him. In Him they
exult, and well they may. They were sick with a fatal disease,
but He, as the great Physician, healed them. They were lost, but
He sought, found and brought them back to God. They were
justly condemned to death, but He took their place and was
wounded for their. transgressions and bruised for their iniquities.
He redeemed them from the just penalty of their sins by dying
in their stead. They were bankrupt, but He paid all their debts.
They were in a horrible and deep pit. They were absolutely helpless
to save themselves from death and hell, but He stretched forth
His arm of strength and power, and He brought them out of the
horrible pit, and out of the miry clay, and set their feet upon a
rock and established their goings. He put a new song into their
mouths, even praise unto their God. How then can they do otherwise than glory in Him ~ "God forbid," they say, " that we should
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." "Unto Him
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His Own blood, to
Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever."
•
We remember reading, in one of the late Bishop Ryle's tracts,
of a North American Indian who was asked by an infidel why he
made so much of Christ. "What has He done for you ~" said
the infidel. The Christian Indian made a ring of twigs on the
ground. He placed a worm in the centre and set the ring of twigs
on fire. The worm wriggled and curled itself up. It became
scorched with the flame and was helpless to deliver itself from •
death. Then the Indian stretched forth his hand and placed the
worm in his bosom. Then he said to the infidel, "I was that
worm, and the Lord Jesus Christ rescued me from hell. That is
why I make much of Him "--{)r words to that effect.
"He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord" (1 Cor. i. 31) .
.3. Thirdly, God's people have no confidence in the flesh.
By "the flesh" the apostle partly meant things pertaining to
the body. He mentions some of these things in the 5th and 6th
verses.
Circumcision was a fleshly ordinance. Unlike a proselyte who
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was circumcised as an adult, or an Ishmaelite who was circumcised
at thirteen, the apostle was circumcised on the 8th day of his life,
but he did not put his trust in that ordinance as a ground of
salvation. (See Gen. xvii. 12.)
He belonged to a race descended from Israel, but he did not
put confidence in that. He was " of the tribe of Benjamin." This
tribe had given to the nation its first king and had remained loyal
to the house of David when the ten tribes rebelled, but the apostle
had no confidence in that. He was" a Hebrew of the Hebrews."
He was of Hebrew parents and spake the Hebrew tongue. Bishop
Moule says the word' Hebrew' "designates the Jew who retained,
more or less fully, his national language and manners, as against
the' Hellenist,' who habitually spoke Greek and largely conformed
to Gentile customs. (See Acts vi. 1.) The' Hebrew' would thus
naturally regard himself as one of the elite of his race, from the
historical and traditional point of view." (On PhiI. iii.5, Cambridge
Bible lor Sclwols.) The apostle had no confidence in his being a
Hebrew of Hebrews. The apostle was a Pharisee and the son of a
Pharisee (Acts xxiii. 6). He says, "After the most straitest sect of
our religion I lived a Pharisee" (Acts xxvi. 5). He was brought
up at the feet of Gamaliel, a Pharisee had in reputation among all
the people. (See Acts xxii. 3; v. 34.) The Pharisees were a selfrighteous sect who made much of external ordinances but were
hypocrites in heart. Our Lord exposes them in Matt. xxiii. 13-33
and in Luke xviii. 10-12. The apostle, now that He was enlightened
by the Spirit, had no confidence in Phariseeism. The apostle had
been a zealous and bitter persecutor of the Church. At one time
he was doubtless thought highly of for this. Now he has no
confidence in it. He was blameless in regard to the ordinances
of the Mosaic law, but he had no confidence in that. In like
manner the people of God to-day do not put their confidence in
outward ordinances such as baptism or the Lord's Supper, they
recognize that they have a place in the Christian system, but they
do not trust in them as the ground of their salvation. Many
professors would seem to build their hopes of heaven on such
ordinances. Those who are taught of the Spirit realize that theirsole ground of hope is the obedience unto death of their Divine
Surety.
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Many make much of their family connections. They glory in
the thought that they were " well born," that they belong to the
aristocracy or the gentry. God's people know that they were
Dorn in sin, and in danger of hell whether they belong to the
" higher classes" so-called or to the" working classes."
The Lord's people, the more they are taught by the Spirit through
the Word, break away from all Churchianity. Human ordinances
and Lenten fasts and punctilious attendance at Church and at the
Lord's table are not made the basis of their confidence. They
value the ministry of the pure Word, and the blessedness of the
Lord's day, and they value that ordinance which the Lord instituted for His people as a means of calling to mind His atoning
death, but the foundation of their hopes is the blood and righteous.
ness of their holy Substitute. They have no confidence in religious
flesh, educated flesh, j'efined flesh, cor-rupt flesh. They know that
the mind of the flesh is enmity against God. It is not subject to
the law of God. It is incapable of pleasing God. (See Rom. viii.
7, 8.) They have no confidence in the flesh at its best, or at
its worst. It is wholly corrupt. It is antagonistic to the Spirit.
It cannot enter the kingdom of God. We must therefore put no
trust in it.
.
,
Here, then, are three marks of the true people of God. They
" worship by the Spirit of God." They" glory in Christ' Jesus."
They have" no confidence in the flesh." Do these characteristics
describe what is true of us who read these lines? "If any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His" (Rom. viii. 9).
We cannot worship by the Spirit of God unless He is dwelling
within us. If we do not glory in Christ Jesus, we reject the ouly
foundation which God has laid in Zion. If we trust in the flesh,
we trust in that whose evil works exclude those who do them
from the kingdom of God. (See Gal. v. 19-21.)
Be it ours then, dear readers, to be amongst that people who
through infinite grace worship by the indwelling power of the Spirit,
who delight in and glory in the Lord Jesus Christ, and who have
no confidence in mere external ordinances, family connections, or
in the evil and corrupt nature which is enmity against God.
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).
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'Uilgtim Uapets.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Lift up your eyes on high, and behold Who hath created these things,
that bringeth out their host by number: He clilleth them all by names
by the greatness of His might, for that He is strong in power; not
one faileth. "-IsA. XL. 26.
I HAVE been led to select this verse for our meditation principally on
account of the last sentence. I' should explain at the outset that
whilst recently reading through the book of Exodus, the attention
was drawn to those two small words" not one," short, but comprehensive. They tell us how thoroughly and completely the Lord works
for His people. They tell us that nothing is small or insignificant in
His sight. They remind us of His watchful, tender care over us, and
they speak of the unchangeable faithfulness of our God in carrying out
His will and purpose.
Now here in this lovely chapter we have much of the greatness of
God spoken of, and yet for our comfort, dear child of God, His goodness
is wrapped up in His greatness, and therefore He does not overlook
the smallest detail of our daily life and its concerns. He is here
revealed to us as the great Creator and Maker of all. None had
" directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being His counsellor had taught
Him." The nations before Him were" as nothing," or " as a drop
of a bucket." "The isles" of His creation were "as a very little
thing." The inhabitants of the earth are" as grasshoppers" in His
sight. The stellar heavens, the work of His fingers, are at His command, the sun rises and shines at His bidding, and the moon and stars
give their appointed light by night: "He calleth them all by names
by the greatness of His might, for that He is strong in power; not one
faileth." Heaven and earth are at His command. Yet, oh! His
great and marvellous condescension, though He be the High and Holy
One, the great" Creator of the ends of the earth," yet hath He " respect
unto the lowly," the most insignificant, the most helpless of His
creatures, and the Hand that was so Divinely great in creation is put
forth on the behalf of everyone of His redeemed people. Heaven
and earth shall sooner pass away than one word of His fail to them,
Not one faileth.
Now for our profitable instruction and edification, and in dependence
upon the Holy Spirit's aid, let us turn to the book of Exodus and search
for these two little words. The children of Israel were in cruel, hard
bondage under the Egyptians. "And I am sure that the king of
Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand, And I will stretch
out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in
the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go" (iii. 19, 20).
Meanwhile, the secret of the scarlet line of redemption was nmning
through their history. Jehovah had said, " And I will put a division
between My people and thy people" (margin, a redemption), and that
17
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is the line of demarcation and preservation in all ages between the
Church of God and her enemies. This exemplifies the blessed and
minute care of God for His people. It is set forth marvellously and
delightfully in this book of Exodus over His ancient Israel, as also
His greatness and might toward their enemies. His wonders begin.
Plague follows plague whilst Moses intercedes and Pharaoh's heart is
still hardened. The plague of frogs is followed by the plague of lice,
the very dust of the earth becoming lice in man and beast throughout
all the land of Egypt. But Pharaoh's heart is unchanged, and the
Lord sends" a grievous swarm of flies," but with the blessed promise
of Divine preservation and redemption for His veople. "I will sever
in that day the land of Goshen, in which My people dwell, that no
swarm of flies shall be there." And again the Lord's dear servant
Moses stands before Him and entreats the Lord. "And the Lord did
according to the word of Moses; and he removed the swarm of flies
from Pharaoh and from his servants and from his people; there
remained not one" (viii. 31). From myriads sent, not one remains!
And we are sure it was so, since His Word declares it, so minutely and
so accurately does the Lord work. And again, in the murrain of
beasts, we read that while" all the cattle of Egypt died, of the cattle
of the children of Israel died not one" (ix. 6, 7). Such was the Divinely
promised preservation. And in the same chapter (verse 26) we read
how when the Lord sent the plague of hail upon Egypt, " only in the
land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, was there no hail."
And again we may assure ourselves that if God's Word tells us there
was none, not a single hailstone fell upon His people. '~ As for Go;!,
His work is perfect." He further displays His power in sending a
plague of locusts which ate up every herb of the land. "Very grievous
were they," as they covered the whole face of the earth and by their
myriads darkened the land. But He Who sent them by His "east
wind" recalled them by " a mighty strong west wind," and so perfectly
that" there remained not one locust in all the coasts of Egypt" (x. 19).
The Lord is known by His judgments, and He is also h..n own by His
mercies. A darkness is sent over the whole land of Egypt, so that
" They saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for three
days; but all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings" (x. 23).
A darkness that might" be felt" indeed; awful stillness; utter helplessness; a man saw not his wife, nor the woman her husband, nor
the mother her child!
Upon the wicked heathen monarch, whose heart is yet hardened,
the Lord says He will bring one plague more, and" afterwards he will
let you go hence," and the children of Israel were to go out with favour
in their enemies' sight and to go forth with" jewels of silver and jewels
of gold." Yes, He brought them forth with a high Hand and a mighty
Arm, and with such safety and comfort that not a dog moved his tongue
against man or beast, a miracle in itself when one remembers what
those howling, wild, wolfish creatures were. But not one dog moved
his tongue when Israel went forth from Egypt (xi. 7), thus proving the
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perfection riot only of the Lord's delivering Hand, but of the tender
methods whereby He achieves His merciful acts.
We must not stay to enlarge upon that beautiful twelfth chapter,
where the individual preservation is so enforced. Those who came
under the covert of the blood were passed over by the destroying angel,
whilst we read of the Egyptians the solemn word (v. 30), " There was
not a house where there was not one dead." They had not sheltered
under the blood, and consequently there was not one spared of the
destroying angel. Oh, solemn, awful truth, but blessed provision and
all-availing redemption for Israel! And now, God's time being
fulfilled, His power seen in Pharaoh, for which purpose He had raised
him up, the sojourning of the children of Israel in Egypt is to end.
" And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years,
even the self-same day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord
went out from the land of Egypt." Not one day before, nor one day
longer than the Lord intended, but" the self-same day" Divinely
decreed. And our God's clock keeps perfect time. The pillar of
cloud and fire kept the two armies distinct, " so that the one came not
near the other" (xiv. 20), and whilst Israel went forward, the Egyptians
pursued and went to their final destruction. Into the midst of the
sea they followed God's oppressed and now delivered people, and" the
sea returned to his strength and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in
the midst of the sea. There remained not so much as one of them."
Not even a few were left. Not a strong nor a stray one escaped to
follow the Israelites. But of Israel we read in their deliverance and
emancipation, " There was not one feeble person among their tribes,"
not one was lost or overcome by the enemy; not one was left behind,
but of the" six hundred thousand men" beside women arid children,
not one was feeble. Oh, the day of the Lord's deliverance is the day
of Omnipotent strength, and all His children prove it even so, and
rejoice and say, " I will love Thee, 0 Lord, my Strength." Thus it
was that the sighing and the crying of the children of Israel came up
unto their God, " And God heard their groaning, and God remembered
His Covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God
looked upon the children of Israel. and God had respect unto them"
(ii. 24, 25).
What follows, dear reader ~
" And Israel saw. that great work which the Lord did upon the
Egyptians: and the people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord,
and His servant Moses" (xiv. 31). The Lord's work is a mighty,
sovereign, and all-convincing work, sooner or later in the hearts of
everyone of His people, and they are constrained to say with Joshua,
" not one thing hath failed . . . . not one thing hath failed" (Joshua
xxiii. 14).
We would follow up this instructive subject into other portions of
Holy Scripture. We find it in the answer Job gives to his own question,
" Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ~ not one" (Job xiv. 4).
And then there is that solemn and unassailable truth, and to enforce its
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momentous import it is thrice repeated in the Word of Truth, " There
is none that doeth good, no, not one" (Ps. xiv. 3; liii. 3; and Rom. iii.
10). Does this utterly cut us off 1 Does it eternally condemn us 1
Oh, no; for there is provided over against it " God's wonderful redemption, God's remedy for sin," and it was His well-beloved Son Who
engaged His heart to approach His Father on behalf of those who
could do nothing for themselves. They were all gone out of the way,
not one was to be found who could do good, nor was any good thing
found in them. "All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord
hath laid on Him the imquity of us aiL" He, the spotless, Holy One
of God was " made sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him." It is love beyond compare.
It is love incomprehensible, past all telling, and now ,wt one for whom
Christ shed His precious blood is overlooked or missed out. A seeking
sinner means a finding Saviour. If you want Jesus, it is an indisputable
truth that Jesus wants you, and He will have the trophy of His love
and blood. If you have been stirred up with a knowledge of your
lost and rmned condition, and are seeking forgiveness and rest where
alone it is to be found, your Saviour and Redeemer is on His way to
bless you. "They that seek shall find Me." He says, as He addresses
certain characters, " Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavyladen, and I will give you rest."
And so precious are these blood-washed, ransomed, pardoned,
accepted sinners to Jesus that they are the umnterrupted objects of
His watchful care, and He says, if not one sparrow, the meanest and
commonest of the bird creation, falls to the ground without His knowledge, of how much more value are they for whom He died. "Fear
not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows." "The very
hairs of your head are all numbered." Oh, dear reader, how gracious
and condescending is our God to come down to these little things and
into our low places, and to prove to us that nothing is too small and
too insignificant for Him that touches the eternal welfare and salvation
of anyone of His children! Yea, He is so mindful of them with that
Divinely tender and compassionate care that He says, "He that
toucheth you, toucheth the apple of His eye." "Take heed that ye
despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, that in heaven
their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven"
(Matt. xviii. 10). Oh, how tender it should make us toward the least
member of His Mystical Body! He treats all alike. He has no
favourites. Not one of His is despised nor forgotten nor wounded in
spirit by Him. Thus much, dear readers, have we been considering
the Lord's care and concern for His people. He could declare to His
Father of them, " I have lost none "-not one. And daily and hourly
they are proving His kind, watchful care over them. If His people's
tears are said·to be put in His bottle, we may be sure not one tear falls
unheeded; not one sorrow but is weighed in His scales; not one mercy,
gift or love-token that will fail us; not one prayer of the Holy Spirit's
inbreathing but will reach His Throne of Grace and be heard and
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answered.. "Not one faileth." When Moses rehearsed the mighty
wonders of his God in Deut. xxix. he spoke of them as being" great,"
and thus all the works of the Lord are great, though we have been
dealing with those two tiny words in connection therewith. If we
bring these into our daily life and walk, and consider them in relation
to our Covenant God, they will, under the Divine microscope, be
intensified and magnified a thousand fold. "The works of the Lord
are great, sought out of all them that have pleasure therein." If He
declared the number of persons saved in the ark as " eight," there was
not one more nor one less. And not one of His redeemed shall be
missing in that Great Day when He writeth up the people and presents
them to His Father. All whose names are in the Book of Life are
written there in indelible lines of blood, and no power in heaven, earth
or hell could erase the meanest. And your trials, dear children of God,
are all numbered and appointed by Divine decree. And though they
sometimes seem to come thick and fast, you may be comforted that
"our sorrows in the scale He weighs," and if He has promised to
deliver you in six troubles, what have you to do with those fears about
'a seventh which wiIJ never come 1
The glory of God is so great in your salvation that all that concerns
you for time and eternity is inseparable from it. Not a jot or tittle can
fail of His Word; not all our sinful behaviour, base ingratitude and
guilty departures from Him in heart and practice" can make Him His
promise forego or sever our souls from His love."
Beloved reader, we have been considering high and holy truths and
gathering sweet honey from the precious Word. May the comfort of
these things abide with us, and encourage us to hide under the shadow
of His wings; to hang upon His Word of promise; to run into our
sure Refuge, the Name of the Lord; to wait and hope on, though we
tread a dark and perplexing path; though the way seem long and
dreary; and though" hope deferred" is making" the heart sick."
Not one thing will fail of all the Lord has promised us, and not one
moment longer than He wills will the trial last; nor will there be one
sorrow too many. Let us encourage our hearts, therefore, and remind
ourselves how" Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help,
whose hope is in the Lord his God." For every poor, halting, limping
Jacob will prove that" not one faileth " of all the promises his Mighty
God hath spoken.
R.
" THE wisdom of God is a mystery, even the hidden wisdom consists
in this, that' the debt of obedience' is paid actually, not figuratively,
by our great Surety, as ful1y as if it had been a debt of proPl'JT'ty; that
our guilt is as effectually covered with the robe of Christ's righteousness
as if it had never existed; and that believers have fulfilled the law in
all its length and breadth, so that with adoring admiration of Him
Who hath loved them, and washed them from their sins in His own
blood, they dare challenge the universe to lay anything to their charge."
-J. A. Haldane on the Atonement, p. 185.

The Gospel Magazine

250

,Sn'mons; anb Notes; of ,Sermons.
JEHOVAH IMMUTABLE.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON TRINITY SUNDAY, 1904.

" For I am J elwvah, I change 'lWt,. therefore ye sons of J acob are 'lWt
consumed."-MALAcm ill. 6.
OUR subject, beloved friends, is the immutability of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost, for His title"Jehovah " includes the Three
Holy Persons in the eternal Godhead. "r;" One, Jehovah, " I change
not." Let us therefore, in dependence on Divine grace and guidance,
consider the matter as it bears on our own salvation and preservation,
beloved fellow-believers in Christ. In one word---saved sinners, gracecalled, quickened by the Holy Spirit, are assured here of eternal security
on the ground of Divine immutability. As I lately was pointing out,
God can give no stronger security to His people than He has already
been pleased to give them. Here He gives us in a few words the
assurance that Israel-Jacob-the sons of Jacob, the weakest of the
Lord's believing people, shall not be destroyed. Were it possible
they would destroy theInselves probably, but they have security even
on those grounds: "They shall never perish, neither shall anyone
pluck them out of My hands." "They shall never perish," that is,
they shall none of them be self-destroyers, they shall be presetyed from
self-destruction and from destruction in every other phase of it. "I
am Jehovah." Consider what the living God is, and you.as believe"s
are inspired at once with perfect confidence regarding all time to come.
We take in detail the subject in connection with Each of the Holy
Three Persons. Our text is true of the Father in His relations towards
His children. We find the revelation of this wonderful truth of the
Trinity-in-Unity more frequently manifested to us, or taught us, in
relationship than absolutely. We were this morning tracing some of
these relations in which the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit
stand towards His people in that passage in the Epistle to the Ephesians
where the Church of the living God is represented as being in course of
erection: "In Whom," that is, in Jesus Christ, "In Whom all the
building, fitly framed together, groweth "--or" is growing "-" unto
an holy temple in the Lord. In Whom ye also are builded together
for an habitation of God through the Spirit." There you have the
Three Divine Persons Each occupied in the construction and erecting
of this spiritual temple, the everlasting habitation of the Most High
God. And so this evening we have the immutability of the Father,
the immutability of the Son, and the immutability of the Holy Ghost
insisted upon.
First, then, the relation in which the Father stands to His children.
Thinking upon this there came this evening to my mind that passage
of Scripture: "The gifts and calling of God are without repentance,"
that is, without repentance on God's part, and when we think of these
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gifts and when we think of this calling, what an assurance we have
that God will never reverse what He has been pleased in grace to
promise His people, or to perform for them. God has not repented,
our Heavenly Father will never repent, of having given His Son to die
for His people. "I am Jehovah, Who gave the Son of My love the
Ransom of a vast multitude of guilty, hell-deserving sinners, I change
not." That gives us at once, who are believers, security of soul and
peace of mind. We say" the gifts and the calling of God are without
repentance," or change of mind, on His part. Now the gifts include
the greatest of all gifts-the Gift of the Son of His love to be the
Redeemer of sinners, to be the Reconciler of enemies, to be the Peace
of those who otherwise had remained for ever under the wrath of
God. "No change Jehovah knows." Here, then, is a resting-place
for our hearts. It may be that to-night there are some present who
are seeking their peace with God; they are already in Zion's path and
asking the way with their faces thitherward. They have not yet
realized, for the Lord has not revealed it to them, that He is bringing
them. "I will bring the blind by ways that they knew not," and so
these poor seeking hearts are being led, though it may be by many
fears and down-castings; but the Lord is leading infallibly, He will
lead effectually, He will bring these weary souls out of darkness into
His Own most marvellous light. "I will give beauty for ashes, I will
presently reverse that which now appears so hopelessly adverse to the
soul." It delights the Lord to bring to pass the things which are
otherwise impossible, the things which are impossible with menthat is, to make his peace with God, or to escape from destruction by
any other path. "There is none other name under Heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved." God has given us, then,
these confidences whether we are seeking for the first time or whether
we have long been of the number of those who, having sought, have
found, or, better still, have been found, for after all none of us seek
God-the 3rd of Romans so declares: "There is none "-that means
" not one "-" that seeketh after God." If any seek God it is proof
that God has first sought them and found them, and is now bringing
them to Himself. Christ" hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the
unjust, that He might bring us to God." You see how it is put: it is
not, in that place, "that we might come," but" that He might bring
us." "Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I
must bring, and they shall hear My voice." When the Lord is bringing
a sinner He opens the ear to hear His voice saying, " Come unto Me, all
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Now
the Father has not repented, and never will repent of having given thus
His dear Son to be the Way to Himself, to be the Truth, to be the Life
of all that believe in His Name, "therefore ye SoDS of Jacob are not
consumed. "

Again, apply our text to the Son of God. I like to think of Jesus
as the Surety of the Everlasting Covenant, so we are taught in the
Epistle to the Hebrews, the Mediator of a better Covenant, the Surety
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of the Testament or Covenant, ordered in all things and sure, not a jot
or tittle of it shall fail, being the counsel of the Most High God, unalterable like Himself. Now, if we turn to the Book of Psalms we find in
the 15th a description of Jesus, the Son of Man, the Mediator between
God and men. The question, the cpallenge, is uttered: "Who shall
abide, 0 Lord, in Thy Tabernacle ~ Who shall dwell in Thy holy hill ~ "
And then the answer is given us, verse by verse, descriptive of the
perfect One, the perfect Son of Man. And then notably the 4th verse:
this is the point which so accurately sets out the character and
immutability of Jesus in His Covenant capacity, namely, "He that
sweareth to His Own hurt, and changeth not "-" I am the Lord, I
change not." Christ entered into bond with His Father in a past
eternity for the salvation of sinners; the Father entrusted them into
the Hands of His blessed Son, into the Covenanting Hands of His Son,
the redeeming Hands of His Son, and Jesus having entered into that
bond and passed His word for it can never change towards that
responsibility. How sweet the truth is that Jesus has made Himself
officially responsible for the salvation of the whole Church of God, and
He will not go back from it. He did not go back from it when the
supreme moment arrived that He should pay down the price of this
great redemption, namely, His Own most precious blood. How noticeable the narrative is in that place in the Gospels which describes the
last journey of Jesus up to Jerusalem, when He was going up to the
cross, going to the altar of sacrifice, there to be offered once for sins.
It is said, " He stedfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem," stedfastly,
fixedly, with a perfect foreknowledge of all that awaited lJim there in
suffering and blood. "Having loved His Own which were in tne
world, He loved them utterly "-" to the end," that is the force of the
place, He loved them utterly, He loved to the utmost limits conceivable
even in His mind. Jesus had the whole future and eternity of His
Church before Him when He hung upon the tree of curse clothed with
the iniquities, transgressions and sins of His dear people. "He shall
see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied," so as He hung
upon the cross He foresaw His portion in His glorified people according
to His Father's promise. And then we have that place in the Epistle
to the Hebrews, the 12th chapter and the opening verses: "Wherefore
seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses "
-those mentioned in the previous chapter, those who lived and died
in faith-" let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before
us, looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of faith; Who, for
the joy that was set before Him "-not for any joy He possessed as He
hung upon the cross, but" for the joy that was set before Him, endured
the cross.'~ He looked forward, I have said, to see His people, all His
redeemed, in Glory with Himself, that where He should be they might
be-" for the joy set before Him " He endured the cross. There you
have the secret of the sustaining strength which was His in that hour
of His greatest weakness, " crucified through weakness," and yet by
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faith anticipating perfect victory. For the joy set before Him He
despised" the shame and is now" set down at the right hand of the
Throne of God." He had sworn to "His Own hurt, and He would not
change jot or tittle in the fulfilment of His awful obligations-His
awful obligations. He would pay the last farthing due to His Father's
broken law, He would not withhold a mite of His meritorious sufferings,
His cross and passion. Jesus looked off to His Father in that moment
of moments, realizing He was then and there fulfilling the eternal
counsels of His Father. How pleasant to contemplate Him then in
our text: "I am J ehovah, I change not; I changed not in that
moment of moments when I gave Myself a sacrifice for sin---.shall I now
change! Having declared' It is finished,' and having been raised
by My Father from the dead, and exalted to His Right Hand in power,
all authority being given unto Me in Heaven and earth, shall I now
change towards the objects of My love! Shall I now change towards
those whom I have purchased and paid for with My blood! They
are Mine, I change not." And so He speaks to trembling hearts
to-night: "Sons of Jacob, sons of Jacob, ye shall not be consumed.
Whatever be your fears and downcastings, remember I change not.
I have sworn to My Own hurt that thou shalt be blessed, that thou
shalt be saved, thou shalt therefore be kept." The Lord is the Preserver
of His people, nay, more-they are preserved in Him, preserved in
Christ Jesus. How safe I-who can touch them there! "That
wicked one toucheth them not." In Christ they are protected on all
hands. The Lord is round about His people from this time forth and
even for evermore. The uncreated Angel of the Lord encampeth
round about them that fear Him and delivereth them. What a blessed
portion, then, the dear children of God have in Christ their Redeemer,
their Defender, their Shield.
And now we pass on in this the application of our text to God the
Holy Ghost. "I I'm the Lord." Let me say here, I do more and more
value that Creed or Confession of faith which we confessed together
both this Lord's Day and last because it so honours the Holy Ghost.
We claim for the Holy Ghost, and declare before Heaven and earth
that we believe, that He is God, that the Holy Ghost is Lord, that
the Holy Ghost is Almighty, that the Holy Ghost is incomprehensible,
the Holy Ghost is in attributes all the Father is in Divine attributes.
More and more, I repeat, I value that human and therefore not perfect
compendium of truths, the leading truths of the revealed Word of God.
Cleave to these great realities, my dear friends. We are living in a
time, living in a city, where the Holy Ghost is denied as to His proper
Godhead, and where Jesus, our blessed Redeemer, is denied in His
blessed Godhead. Hold fast the Deity, the proper Deity, of the Eternal
Spirit. Hold fast to the Deity, the proper Deity, of Jesus of Nazareth.
"I," saith the Spirit, "I am Jehovah, I change not." Now what
aspect of His work shall we touch upon! I think we might allude
to this wonderful work of His which we have given us in the 1st chapter
of the Epistle to the Ephesians, verses 13 and 14. We read: "In
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Whom "-that is, in Christ-" ye also trusted, after that ye heard
the word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation: in Whom also, after
that ye believed, ye were sealed-sealed-with that Holy Spirit of
promise, Who is the earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption
.of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory." Here is the
sealing operation in the case of believers, the seal once set remaining
for ever inviolable-no change. When once the Spirit has certified
a dear sinner, a dear penitent sinner, a dear believing sinner,
though it may be a trembling sinner, a sinner possessed of many
fears, yet the Spirit, I repeat, having onc.e certified the forgiveness of sins to that broken heart and to that contrite spirit, the
seal of the Holy Ghost will remain unbroken evermore. He will
not change His mind about the soul He has sealed. He will never,
no, never forsake the heart in which He has once taken up in grace
His holy abode. "This shall be My rest for ever, here will I dwell, for
I have desired it." The Holy Ghost has set His heart-may I say so !
-upon this favoured sinner, and He has appropriated him unto Himself, knowing whose are the Lord's people even before they are called
out of darkness-the Holy Ghost knows them all. He never quickened
the wrong sinner yet, but always the particular sinner He was designed
and commissioned to quicken. And so He comes by the preaching of
the glorious Gospel of the blessed God to seek and to find and to save
the favoured sinner, and to teach, and He will never go back from His
work. "I change not." We read in the Scriptures of the love of the
Spirit. As we also read of the love of the Father and the love of Christ,
so do we read of the love of the Spirit. Now the love of. the Spirit.,is
the selfsame love as that of God the Father and of God the Son; and
it is God's love and therefore the Holy Ghost being God it is His, God
is love. J esllS is God, God is love, therefore Jesus is love. So we
rejoice in Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as Love. And this love is
everlasting love. "Yea," saith the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son and
Spirit, " Yea," and their" yea" is equivalent to an oath, " yea " is the
Old Testament asseveration equivalent to "Verily "-Amen-in the
New Testament, He puts Himself upon oath when He makes His
declaration of His abounding grace, "Yea, I have loved thee with
an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn
thee." He hateth putting away. But there are times when the
dear people of God are tempted by Satan to think the reverse of this,
and there are several passages of Scripture to which Satan loves to
turn about becoming castaways. Now God must change in His love,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit must change in His love before an accepted
sinner can become a castaway, and God cannot change in His love,
for that would be a change in Himself. God is love and therefore His
love abideth. He loveth ever, loveth always; He loveth each of His
dear chosen people, He set them apart for Himself in the greatness of
His love, and in the same great love He preserves them through all
things temporal unto the life eternal, the glory, the inheritance, sealed
here by way of earnest. Ab, we would be filled, would we not, with

The Gospel Magazine

255

the Holy Spirit 1 even a measure of the Spirit, for whereas God gave
not the Spirit in measure unto Christ the Mediator and Head of the
Church, He does give the Spirit in measure' unto the saints, and therefore there are measures of the Spirit alluded to in the Scriptures. But
that which is chiefly to be desired is to be filled with the Spirit-to be
filled with the Spirit. You will say, " When once the favoured child
of God is filled with the Spirit he can hold no more." Ah, but where
the Spirit takes up in the competency of His grace His abiding place
He enlarges the spiritual capacities of the dear child of God to receive
still larger measures of the Divine gift, and therefore I suppose it will
be the prayer and petition of God's saints until Jesus comes again
that they may be filled with the Spirit. However largely they may be
endued and endowed with the Spirit, in proportion as the Spirit
energizes the new man will he thirst after the Spirit, will he long after
the greater measures of the indwelling Spirit in the enjoyment of them,
in the comfort of them, and in the fruitfulness of them. Sealed by
way of earnest-when once the Spirit thus places His mark upon the
believer He gives him therein and thereby an assurance of that
inheritance which is incorruptible and undefiled and which abideth
for ever, which fadeth not; where reserved 1 In Heaven, for tbose
who are kept sons of Jacob. Oh, that we might by grace realize that
we are nothing other in ourselves. Jacob in Scripture is very often
referred to as an example of weakness and helplessness. "Fear not,
thou worm, Jacob." "Thou worm "-thus the Lord regarded the
helplessness, the weakness, of His dear servant Jacob considered in
himself. But you know He changed his name, and gave him.a new
name, a better name-Israel. God delighted in that name because
His Own Name was embodied in it, " Isra-el," and so as "·Prince with
God" Jacob was regarded by His God. Sons of Jacob, poor, weak,
helpless ones as we are, we come, you see, within the compass of tbese
blessed securities. " Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye few men
of Israel." God delights to be considered Jacob's God. As I lately
.pointed out, He deigns to take as a title unto Himself, the" God of
Jacob." Now this God, the God of Jacob, dear fellow-believers, is
our God. "This God is our God for ever and ever, He will be our
Guide "-the Changeless One, Father, Son and Spirit-" even unto
deatb."
THE VINE AND ITS BRANCHES.

A

SERMON

PREACHED ON LORD'S-DAY EVENING, JUNE
BY THE LATE J. C. PHILPOT, M.A.

20, 1841,

(Oontinued from p. 211.)

11. Now, then, here are the branches that" bear not fruit." I
dare say you have often observed a vine, that perhaps covered a
large space of wall; and have you never observed (it is a fact whether
you have observed it or not) that the more the vine spreads, the less
it bears 1 The vines which bear the greatest quantity of fruit are
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those which are most cnd in, and those which cover the least space.
And thus these dead " branches" shall look very green, shall have
a very large quantity of leaves, shall appear far superior to the fruitbearing branches; but they are stamped with this mark-that they
. bear no fruit.
The figure will not hold altogether; no metaphor will hold in every
part; it is a mistake to think that any type is complete in all points.
The barren branches in a natural tree do come out of the stem; but
it is not so with the barren branches in Christ's visible Church. The
figure does not hold there. They are merely in him by profession,tied on, as it were, by the string.. or fastened by the wire of profession,
without having an inward being.
Now, these branches that bear no fruit" the husbandman taketh
away"; that is, He removes them from the place which they were
occupying. And how does He remove them! Why, some He removes
by the sudden stroke of death; when the time of vengeance is come,
when they have" filled up the measure of their iniquities," the Lord
removes them by cutting them down at a stroke. And this has often
been the case with persecutors and oppressors of God's truth. Some
have put an end to their own lives by the halter, the razor, or the
pond; others have been cut down by raging fevers; others have
ended their days in a madhouse; and others have been so manifestly
pointed out by the arrows of God sticking in them as the enemies of
his truth, that their death has even been horrible to those who have
no religion to know what the deathbed of a saint is. Thus the Lord
"takes them away," by some putting forth of the ·hand of His
vengeance against them. With others the Lord deals in a different
way. As I was speaking last Lord's Day, He" dries up the green tree";
the branch becomes withered. There never was any spiritual sap in it;
but even natural zeal dries up, and all fervour is lost. Thus the branch
becomes withered and dead, and it drops off; that is, it no longer
keeps its nominal place in the vine, it no longer maintains even an
outward profession, but it drops off as a rotten branch. You that
have experience of Churches, have you not seen this take place in
yours! Cannot you at this moment call to mind such and such a
member, who once flourished in zeal, with great gifts in prayer, and
was forward on every occasion to speak his mind; and has he not
dropped off! If you have watched him, he has dropped, perhaps,
into Arminianism, into Socinianism, into Infidelity, or dropped into
open sin, and either taken himself away from you, or you have been
forced to separate him on account of his bad conduct. Well, then,
the branch is "taken away." And the husbandman, the Father,
takes others away by ceasing to restrain them from the lusts of their
hearts by providential barriers, by giving them over to a reprobate
mind, so that they commit all uncleanness with greediness; and then
in a fit of passionate disgust they throw aside all religion. The deep
backwater of sin in their heart bursts through the flood-gates, which
'hitherto have pent it back; and they rush headlong into the pleasures
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of the world and the lusts of the flesh. Satan finds the chambers of
the palace "swept and garnished"; and" he takes seven devils,
and enters in, and dwells there, and the last state of that man is worse
than the first." And thus in way of judgment the Father" takes
them away." But some may go on even to a deathbed; aye, and be
thought highly of in a Church; aye, and be received as gracious men
and women, and go on flattering themselves they are the children of
God, building upon vain props, resting upon rotten confidences, and
when they come to die, the Lord takes the veil off his angry countenance, and frowns them into a never-ending perdition. Or more than
that; the Lord may" take them away" at the very moment that the
soul leaves the body; that they may seem to die in peace and the
Lord reserves his "taking them away" until that moment, when
the soul quits its earthly tabernacle, and it is cast into the place where
hope never comes.
These, then, are the branches, in the vine nominally, whom the
husbandman "taketh away."
Ill. We come now to the branches whom the Father" purgeth,
that they may bring forth more fruit." These living branches, then,
that bear true fruit, are apt to become weak and sickly, and thus
need the cleansing hand of the husbandman. The word "purge"
signifies to purify or cleanse. And there are various ways of cleansing
or purifying the vine.
Sometimes the branch gets encrusted with moss, and what are called
lichens. It gets run over with these adventitious foreign incumbrances,
which seem, by preventing the sap having free course, and excluding
the influence of the atmosphere, to make the branch sickly and diseased.
How covetousness and worldliness and the cares of this life and anxiety
after the poor perishing things of time and sense, how this moss creeps
round a man's heart! and as it creeps round his heart, how it binds
it and contracts it! The apostle truly said: "The love of money is
the root of all evil; which, while some coveted after, they have eITed
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many SOITows."
We might expect that when the Lord blessed a man with prosperity,
it would open. his heart; but do we see it so 1 No, almost always
it contracts his heart. When this moss gets round him, it seems to
bind the bark; and as it nips and contracts the bark, the sap seems
to be stopped in its circulation, so as not to flow into it, to make it
"fruitful in every good word and work." Now, the Lord sees that
some of his people are getting this moss round them; they. do not
bear fruit; the branches are becoming sickly; they look withered and
wizened. The husbandman watches this, for He wants to see how
His vine is going on; "the beloved comes into His garden to eat
His pleasant fruits." And He stretches forth His hand, and takes the
moss away. There is no other remedy. It was binding the bark,
and stopping the vital juice. He takes away, then, the property;
removes the worldly prosperity; mars the man's prospects in life;
and thus removes that which was prejudicial.
(To be continued.)
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ON THE RIGHT HAND AND ON THE LEFT.

THERE are eight verses in the 7th of 2 Kings devoted to a description
of the pillars of the porch of Solomon's Temple. They were made
(by the most skilled founder of the day) of brass, cast and wrought.
The main stem was twenty-four feet high. The ornamental part on
the top (made separately), with its network and lily work and pomegranates and chains, added another seven and a half feet. And in
due time the first pillar was reared at the right hand side and was
named "Jachin "-that is (according to the marginal explanation)
"He will establish." Much had been done, but much remained to be
done, and in God only was Solomon's hope for a happy completion.
We would suppose that it was with entire and unshaken confidence
that the king chose such a name. God Himself had given the whole
pattern of it to David, and his son had been anointed and appointed
and co=anded to be of good courage and to work. He was young,
and strong, and wise, and rich. The kingdom was in quietness and
loyalty before him. His resources were endless. Could he distrust?
Perhaps he did not. In a way, it is the fathers' rather than the
children's hands which hang down and whose knees grow feeble. At
least they know better where, and where only, their strength is, having
learned that though they believe not HE abideth faithful. In any
case, whatever Solomon's thoughts were, in due time ,the other
pillar was reared, and its name was" Boaz," Le., in it is strength."
It was no stronger than Jachin. They were exactly the same, but
the second and left one had the incommunicable power that the weaker
has from its very office of being the complement of the stronger. When
Solomon said, " Two are better than one," he mentioned a many-sided
law. It was prophesied of Christ that righteousness should be " the
girdle of His loins and faithfulness the girdle of His reins." He said
Himself that on the two commandments of love to God and love to our
neighbour hang all the law and the prophets. The apostle tells us that
the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. There is precept
and promise, 'law and Gospel, and so we might go on, leaving Solomon's
pillars standing in all their stately beauty. There must be some
significance in them, but we are of yesterday and know nothing. We
cannot order our speech by season of darkness, nor fathom the depths
that couch beneath.
There is a very beautiful sort of twofold statement in the speech that
Amasai made to David---one of the many encouragements that he had
from those who believed in, and followed him. It is in 1 Chron. xii.
16-18. David was at the time" in the hold," still hunted by Saul,
uncertain of everything except of the mercy of God, and sometimes
tempted to uncertainty in regard to that. A company of the children
of Benjamin and Judah came to join themselves to him, and his heart
sank. How could he tell whether they were friendly and sincere?
It sounds as if they were of a better class than the bankrupt and
H
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unemployed who formed a large part of his following. Perhaps they
came of a more honourable stock than he did himself, and he would be
afraid of their power and of their criticisms. So as ever he fled to
his Rock, his Fortress, and his High Tower. He referred the judgment
to his ever present, ever blessed, and tender Guide, Counsellor, and
Friend. God would requite them if they were false. "Then the Spirit
came upon Amasai, who was chief of the captains, and he said, ' Thine
are we, David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse. Peace, peace be
unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers; for thy God helpeth thee.' "
It was a lovely speech-all David's fears fell before it. He" received
them and made them captains of the band." They were his. That
was one part of their claim and profession and honour and joy. He
was a king, though not yet crowned. When the day of his coronation
came, they would still be his. In the meantime they were on his side,
though he seemed to be no more than the son of Jesse. He came only
from Bethlehem. He had not even a certain dwelling-place. He
was poor and in misery. But the children of Benjamin and of Judah
loved him. They had gone into the wilderness for his sake and to be
with him, counting his company worth everything. "Thine we are,
David," in love and in truth, now in humiliation, presently in exaltation, " and on thy side." Let the days bring forth what they mightpeace could and would come even into the dens and caves of the earth,
even into the conflicts and wars of the way. It sounds like what Jesus
said to His disciples, " Ye are they which have continued with Me in
My temptations, and I appoint unto you a kingdom." His" temptations " include all that His people can possibly suffer, and more.
But
when they have filled up, as the apostle said, their own measure, they
will be established in the kingdom prepared for them from the foundation of the world. Christ said, " This is the Father's will which hath
sent Me, that of all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but
should raise it up again at the last day." But He did not leave the
revelation of His unsearchable love there, as if an eternal secret between
His Father and Himself. "This is the will," the same will in glory
and majesty and strength on which His temple might rest. "This
is the will of Him that sent Me-that everyone which seeth the Son,
and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life, and I will raise him
up at the last day." May the blessed Spirit of God come upon our
longing hearta with His own peace, such as Amasai wished for and
such as David possessed, "the peace of God which passeth understanding."
The foundation of the Lord standeth sure, having this seal, "The
Lord knoweth them that are His." That is one thing. "And let
every one that nameth the Name of Christ depart from iniquity."
One blessed and much-to-be-desired way of doing this is expressed by
the poet who said, " Oft as sin, my soul, assails thee, Turn thine eyes
to Jesus' blood." There only at least can we ever get our iniquity
to depart from us.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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"YE NOW THEREFORE HAVE SORROW, BUT-."
ALMOST every day we hear of sorrow either from people around us or
by letter or in the newspaper. The world is full of sorrow and restlessness. To the lover of the world sorrow brings with it no consolation.
- It is simply a matter of inevitable endurance, heavy while it lasts, no
ray of future brightness, no teaching as to the working together for
good, no " but" to it. See 2 Cor. vii. 10, where we see another" but"
in a reverse sense. "Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation,
not to be repented of, but the sorrow of the world worketh death."
St. Paul rejoiced to hear of this godly sorrow. "Now I rejoice, not
that ye were made sorry, Intt that ye sorrowed to repentance." "My
sorrow is continually before me," mourned David, his repentance was
very real. "No soundness in my flesh because of Thine anger, neither
rest in my bones because of my sin. For mine iniquities have gone
over mine head as an heavy burden. They are too heavy for me."
Ah! they are heavy, too heavy for the sinner. He is overwhelmed
with the sight, he is bowed down with the magnitude, he is fast bound
as in a net. Oh! who can describe the appalling sense of sin, sin
everywhere, within and without? But when the eyes, opened by the
Holy Spirit, to see" the exceeding sinfulness of sin," then the sight of
the atoning Blood on Calvary brings peace. Christian, in Bunyan's
"Pilgrim's Progress," was burdened wherever he went. He could
walk ouly with greatest difficulty. His burden hampered him everywhere till he came to the cross. There" his burden loosed from off
his shoulder and began to tumble, and so continued to do, till it came
to the mouth of the Sepulchre where it fell in and he saw it no more."
- Neither would the Lord see it, for He says, "Your sins and your iniqnities will I remember no more." "Come unto Me," the Saviour
calls to the heavy laden, "take My yoke upon you. My burden is
light." Truly so, for" the Lord hath laid upon Him the iniquity of
us all." He has atoned with His Blood. He paid redemption's price.
" I have laid help upon one that is mighty," " mighty to save."
There are many sorrows in the lot of the household of faith. The
sorrow of sin and the sorrow for sin. Sin brings sorrow, and there are
varied sorrows of other descriptions, bereavement, pain, anxiety,
separation, opposition, reproach and disappointment. I am amazed
often even in my little limited sphere to hear of the variety of ways in
which the Lord deals with His people in faithfulness. To some the
veriest trifle as it seems to the onlooker is a heavy load, the grasshopper a burden. Some sorrows that are crushing to a tender,
sensitive spirit seem nothing worth noticing in a strong matter-of-fact
soul. And some there are who pass through wave upon wave continually. All the storms seem to meet upon some of God's beloved and
gracious people. Yet they are so sweetly sustained by Divine·
consolation and strength that they are wonders to those around. And
they are the brightest believers that one meets. "They see the works
of the Lord and His wonders in the deep," as they pass through deep
waters, " blessings of the deep which lieth under." Yes. I am sure
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they drink deeply of the love that guides and sustains, the depths
below that reveal not themselves excepting to the tested and tried
whom He can trust with the sight. They display the power of the
grace of God and what He can work in the hearts and souls of His
redeemed in the pathway to joy. "Ye now therefore have sorrow,
but "-" Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only (mark
the words' not only' which imply something more blessed), not only to
believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake." Ah, those words, "for
His sake," how they sweeten all. The words signify a gift, "it is
given." Not everyone has the. privilege in the behalf of Ohrist to
suffer for His sake, "striving together for the faith of the Gospel,.
and in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an
evident token of perdition, but (another sweet' but ') to you of salvation, and that of GOD." So, dear reader, fear not contempt, or sarcasm,
or misunderstanding, or opposition, or pain, or bereavement, or
disappointment, or loss, or reproach. You are suffering for His sake.
H

The Master praises-what are men? n

Now let us, under the Holy Spirit's direction, search into a little of
the joy of the" but." Dr. Doudney, the beloved Editor of this Magazine for so many years, rejoiced in th,e " but" of the Scriptures, and
the" yet." I remember so well, when he read Dan. iii. 18, the emphasis
he laid upon" able to deliver" and" He will deliver." Then passing
on to " But---if not "-there was a solemn pause, then the repetition,
" But if not," the decision of faith, and how wonderfully it was honoured.
It waS more than deliverance, it was triumph, it was victory. The
Fourth Person displayed His sovereign power and love, shal'ing the
furnace and ch~ering with His Presence.
" Now ye have sorrow, but--." This was the last long qniet talk
with His disciples that Jesus had before He went out to suffer and die.
He knew it would grieve them, and He knew they had not grasped the
fact that He would rise again. So in His own tender inimitable way
He sought to comfort them. "lYe now therefore have sorrow, but--I
will see you again and your heart shall rejoice." How sweet His" will "
and " shall." I can imagine the loving tones all through His discourse
tenderly touching the sad points, and not leaving them in darkness,
but permeating the whole with glimpses of the joy to follow the" afterward." "Your heart shall rejoice." More than this, dear child of
God, it shall not be a transient joy, a flickering joy, but--" your joy
no man taketh from you." It is abiding joy.
Just take these. three points-now-but---shall. Drink deeply,
meditate and rejoice. Now and afterward. Now and then. May the
Holy Spirit Himself shine through the words and give you the qnick
understanding of love and the joy of it for Christ's sake.
NETTlE.
" THERE is a special danger of reaction after a prolonged season of
great exaltation of spirit."-Extract.
,8
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THE GODHEAD' OF CHRIST.'

By

WILLIAM HUNTINGToN.

THE damnable heresy of denying the Divinity of our Lord and Saviour
,seems to me to render Him of no use in anyone of His office characters ;
it renders also His great undertaking and His finished work neither
meritorious nor efficacious; for no mere creature can merit for himself
much less for another. His Divine nature stamps infinite dignity on
all His office characters, and so it does on all His mighty works.
.
His kingly office stands on this. "But unto the Son He saith,
Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever; a sceptre of righteousness
is, the sceptre of Thy kingdom." Which kingdom stands in power,
and is called the kingdom of God. "His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace; of the incJ:l'ase of His government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon His kingdom,
to order it, and to establish it with jndgment and with justice, from
henceforth even for ever; the zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform
this" (Isa. ix. 6, 7). Hence He is called the King of Zion and King
of glory.
The merit and dignity of His priestly office proceeds on the same
footing. How could any mere man's dying atone for all the transgressions that were committed under the first testament, and all the
sins of God's elect under the second! Insomuch as those that are
called do "receive the promise of eternal inheritance" (Heb. ix. 15).
Hence it is asserted that, " by His one offering He hath ,perfected for
ever all them that are sanctified." The dignity of His office and the
merits of His oblation spring from His Divine sonship. "For the law
maketh men high priests which have infirlnities; but the word of the
oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, Who is consecrated
for evermore" (Heb. vii. 28).
His prophetic office, and the perfection of it, proceeds on the foundataion of His proper deity. "The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up
from Seir unto them; He shined forth from mount Paran, and He came
with ten thousands of saints; from His right hand went a fiery law
for them. Yea, He loved the people; all His saints are in Thy hand;
and they sat down at Thy feet; everyone shall receive of Thy words"
(Deut. xxxiii. 2, 3). At this Divine prophet's feet did Mary sit, and
receive of His word, when Martha was cumbered with much serving.
And in allusion to this text is Mary co=ended, and is said to choose
the good part, which shall not be taken from her. She was a disciple
that was brought up at the Lord's feet; and, as all God's children
are taught of the Lord, Mary was one of this family, who could never
be deprived either of the word of life which she received, nor yet of
her adoption into God's family; she was an heir of promise, and a
child of God. And who but the only-begotten Son could reveal and
make known God'~ 'counsel and covenant, His goodwill of purpose
and of promise; His tender mercy, loving-kindness, pity, and com-
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pa&sion, which were but dimly known under the former dispensation.!
And that" God is love" (1 John iv. 8) was not known, at least not
recorded, under the first testament. "All things are delivered unto
Me of My Father; and no man knoweth the Son but the Father;
neither knoweth any man the Father save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him" (Matt. xi. 27).
His office of Mediator could stand us in no stead if He were not
" Immanuel, God with us.. " The breach opened by sin between God
and man was .infinite, as the Scriptures witness: "Is not thy wickedneBS great, and thine iniquities infinite! " (Job xxii. 5). Our sin had
separated between us and our God. Moses, indeed, was at times
allowed to stand in the gap; but it was by virtue of his office, in which
he personated the Saviour, that he was suffered to mediate there;
and, though, at times, he prevailed to lengthen out Israel's tranquillity
yet judgment always overtook them at last. "I have pardoned
according to thy word." But" they have tempted Me now theae
ten times. Surely they shall not see the land" (Numbers xiv. 20, 23).
No prayer of Moscs, Noah, Daniel or Job, will purge our sins, magnify
the law, or satisfy Divine justice. He that stands in this breach,
and lays His hand upon both, must be God's equal (Phi!. ii. 6) and man's
fellow (Psa. xlv. 7); or else mercy and truth will never meet together,
nor will righteousness and peace kiss each other. But Christ was the
Mighty God when a child born, and the Prince of life when crucified
(Acts iii. 15), the Holy One Who saw no corruption when in the tomb
(Psa. xvi. 10). It was" truth that sprung out of the earth" at His
resurrection," when righteousness looked down from heaven" well
pleased (Psa. lxxxv. 11). He was" God manifest in the flesh when
He was received up into glory" (1 Tim. iii. 16), and "the Lord of
hosts and King of glory when He entered there" (Psa. xxiv. 9, 10).
And we can have no better proof of all this than by seeing poor prisoners
come forth out of the pit in which is no water, by the blood of His
Covenant (Zech. ix. 11).
And sure I am that His being our Advocate with the Father, if He
be no more than a creature, would never be sufficient to silence law
and justice, Satan and conscience; but, as He is "Wonderful,
Counsellor, and the mighty God," He can do it, and blessed be His
precious name, we know He has done it, and will do it.
His endearing character of a Husband is founded on the same Divine
basis. "Thy Maker is thy husband; the Lord of hosts is His name,
the God of the whole earth shall He be called."
His 'character of a Father stands on the same bottom. "The
second Adam, the quickening Spirit, the Lord from heaven"; hence
called the" Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace."
And that of a Saviour must needs stand on the same footing. "God
has laid help upon One that is mighty." For how can a creature
save! "Vain is the help of man" (Psa. cviii. 12). "In that day it
shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not; and to Zion, Let not thine
hands be slack. The Lord, thy God, in the midst of thee, is mighty;
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He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His
love, He will joy over thee with singing (Zeph. iii. 16, 17).
The efficacy of His blood springs from the same Divine source; for,
though He was put to death only in the flesh, yet His human nature
suffered in union with His Divine person. "Take heed, therefore,
unto yourselves, and to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which He hath
purchased with His own blood" (Acts xx. 28).
The efficacy and excellency of His everlasting righteousness takes
its Divinity and dignity hence. "Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made Himself of
no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men; and, being found in fashion as a man, He
humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross" (Phi!. ii. lHl). Hence springs the glory and efficacy
of His obedience; and" by the obedience of [this] one shall many
be made righteous"; yea, "in the Lord shall all the seed of Israel
be justified and shall glory"; for He has brought in an everlasting
righteousness which takes its name from the Saviour's Divine nature.
" I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for therein is the righteousness of God revealed, from faith to faith. And this is the name whereby
He shall be called, the Lord our Righteousness."
As Head over all things to the Church what comfort could flow to
it from the consideration of Christ's being a mere man 1 She-is exposed
to thousands of inveterate adversaries, ghostly and bodily; and
continually floating upon the waves and billows of trouble and distress,
and deemed as the filth and offscouring of all things and treated accordingly; while Christ, the Head, is ascended far above all heavens, snd
of course, at an infinite distance from His well-beloved, if He be no
more than man. No comfort can flow to her but from His immensity
and omnipresence. "Behold, I am with you always to the world's
end"; which, as man, abstractedly considered, He cannot be.
As a Physician, Who is God's way upon earth, and His" saving
health among all nations" (Psa. lxvii. 2), Who bore our sins, and took
our infirmities, and Who binds up the broken-hearted and restOreB
health to us; which cannot be done but by purging us from all our
guilt and filth, idols and dead works, false notions of God and a dead
form of godliness; the comfort of all which springs from His being
God. "If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy
God and "ilt do that which is right in His ~ight, and wilt give ear to
His coItlmandments, and keep all His statutes; I will put none of
these diseases upon thee which I have brought upon the Egyptiaus;
for I am the Lord that healeth thee" (Ex. xv. 26).
As the Covenant Head-" Thou speakest in vision to Thy Holy
One, and saidst, I have. laid help upon One that is mighty; I have
exalted One chosen out of the people. Also, I will make Him My
firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth. My mercy will I keep for
him for evermore, and My Covenant shall stand fast with Him. His
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aeed, also, will I make to endure for ever, and His throne as the days
of heaven (Psa. Lxxxix.). Which Covenant is a Covenant of royalty;
The Lord is King and the elect are subjects. A Covenant of wedlock,
in which the Lord of hosts is the husband and the elect the wife;
and He betroths them unto Him for ever; "Yea, I will betroth thee
unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment and in lovingkindness,
and in mercies. I will even betroth thee unto :Me in faithfulness,
and thou shalt know the Lord" (Hosea ii. 19, 20). It is a Covenant of
an everlasting prie,thood, in which the Son of God is High Priest,
and God the Holy Ghost is His anointing and consecration; and He is
ordained by God the Father to this office for His elect, to make an
atonement for them, and to intercede for them, till they are all brought,
in a lltate of holiness and happiness, "into the holy of holies, eternal
in the heavens," where our High Priest is for us entered. The comfort
of all which springs from His being, not as Moses who was a faithful
servant, but from Christ being "a Son over His own house, Whose
house are we," and the Son over this His own house is God. "For
every house is builded by some man, but He that built all things is
God" (Heb. iii. 4).
As an object of trust and confidence-no consolation can arise to us
from His being no more than a creature; so far from it, that it is dangerous to the last degree to trust in Him as such. " For thus saith the Lord,
Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm,
and whose heart departeth from the Lord; for he shall be like the
heath in the desert and shall not see when good cometh; but shall
inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land not inhabited.
(Jer. xvii. 5, 6). This is the woeful case and state of all thos.e who
deny the godhead of Christ, and yet trust in Him as no more than
man. But there is no curse upon them that trust in the only begotten
Son of God. "I have set My king upon My holy hill of Zion. I will
declare the decree; the Lord hath said unto Me, Thou art My Soil,
this day have I begotten Thee. Be wise, now, therefore, 0 ye kings;
be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son lest He be angry, and ye perish
from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are
all they that put their trust in Him" (Psa. ii.). Here is no curse to
them that trust in th.e Son of God and King of Sion, but an eternal
blessing, and no blessing can be upon those that trust in Christ if He
be not God; but He is truly and properly God and therefore those
that trust in Him are doubly blessed.. "Blessed is the man that trusteth
in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is; for he shall be as a tree
planted by the waters and that spreadetll out her roots by the river,
and shall not see when heat cometh.; but her leaf shall be green and
shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from
yielding fruit" (Jer. xvii. 7. 8).
As the object of the saint's love-" He that loveth. father or mother,
wife or children, more than Me, is not worthy of Me." And adds,
" If any come unto Me and hateth not his father and mother, and even
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his own life also, he cannot be My disciple." Surely, if Christ be not
Goa, He hath zealously affected us, but not well; for we are co=anded
to love the Lord our God with all our heart, and with all our soul,
mind and strength. And as Christ demands this love of all the saints,
He must be God. And so He i3; and threefore we can never love
Him enough. And those who dearly love the Son of God, God the
Father is well pleased with-" He that loveth Me shall be loved of
My Father, and I will love him and will manifest Myself to him"
(John xiv. 21). And He adds, "The Father Himself loveth you,
because ye have loved Me, and have believed that I came out from
God" (John xvi. 27).
As an object of prayer. Almost every recipient of a bodily cure
and of special grace, in the days of His flesh, prayed to Him before
they obtained either; and prayer is a branch of Divine worship. Yea,
they worshipped Him with Divine adoration, as the tenth leper that
was healed, who returned to give glory to God; the woman with her
bloody issue also, and the Syrophenician woman; yea, and all the
apostles also, on the mount of Olivet, when He was taken from them
up into heaven, worshipped Him as He went up. And all the heavenly
host worshipped the First-born when He was brought into the world;
and Stephen, that evangelical deacon, breathed out the following
petition to Him with his expiring breath-" And they stoned Stephen,
calling upon God and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he
kneeled down and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to
their charge. And when He had said this, he fell asleep" (Acts vii.
59, 60). But we need not wonder at Stephen putting 'up his last
prayer to Christ; Stephen knew Him, and had the Spirit of supplication in him, and the Spirit always testifies of Christ, and glorifies
Him also; "He shall glorify Me." And, besides, Stephen had a view
of the Saviour; he saw the heavens open, and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. And we know that, if Christ be not God, He
could not be admitted to "the right hand of the Majesty on high"
(Heb. i. 3). Hence it is plain that all who debase the Saviour to the
level of a mere creature are ignorant of Him; they have never known
Him, nor seen Him. But all believers do see Him, though not in that
miracnlous manner Stephen did. "Yet a little while and the world
seeth Me no more; but ye see Me-and, because I live, ye shall live
also" (John xiv. 19).
. As a foundation. What security conld a perishing sinner expect
by venturing his eternal all upon any thing less than God 1 A human
arm, and all human works, are but a sandy foundation, which mustr
give way when the fiery trial, the dying hour, and the day of judgment,
come to try it. But Christ is an elect, precious, tried stone, and a
sure foundation; but not as a mere man. "For who is God, save the
Lord 1 And who is a rock, save our God 1" (2 Sam. xxii. 32). He that
v,mtureshere is safe, for the gates of hell shall never prevail, either
against the foundation or the superstructure. "Whosoever heareth
these 'sayings of Mine, and'doeth them, is like unto a 'wise' man which
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built his house upon a rock; and .when the rains descended and the
floods came, and· the winds blew and beat upon that house, it fell not,
for it was founded upon a rock" (Matt. vii. 24, 25).
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
"A MERCIFUL GOD."
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" According to His mercy.He saved US."-TITUS iii. 5.
GOD has revealed Himself as a merciful God. Mercy is one of His
glorious attributes. Every individual of Adam's fallen race stands
in need of mercy, as we may see from the description of mankind given
in the third chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. There is none
rigbteous-" no, not one." There' is none that doeth good-" no,
not one." "There is none that seeketh after God;" on the contrary,
the language of the natural heart is, "Depart from us, for we desire
not the knowledge of Thy ways" (Job xxi. 14). The sinful condition
of the heart is frequently manifested by the words of the mouth, from
which "cursing and bitterness" proceed. Ignorant of God, they
know not the way of peace, and the fear of Him is absent. Convicted
of sin by God's righteous law, all the world has become guilty before
God, and subject to His righteous judgment. (In proof of what has
been advanced, read Rom. iii. 9-20.)
A well-known publication said not long ago, " It seems to us that
this ' crime wave' has its source in the irreligious spirit of ·the age,
and the utter disregard of God among millions of people. 'God has no
place in their thoughts' might well be said of the majority of people
to-day, and this wanton disregard of religion manifests itself in lines
of materialism, depravity and immorality." Thus we see that Bible
testimony is corroborated by .current literature.
With this picture of the depravity of mankind before us, we cannot
but own that Salvation must flow from infiuite mercy.
Now, ministers of the Gospel, when endeavouring to warn their
fellow sinners of their sin and danger, are frequently met with the cry,
" God is merciful!" Yet, if those who so lightly say this did but see
themselves as sinners in God's sight, and felt sin to be an intolerable
burden, their anxious inquiry would be, " Will God be merciful to me 1
How can God be merciful to such a sinner as I 1 "
•. To this inquiry the Gospel has an answer. God is merciful to sinful
men in and through Christ· Jesus, their Surety and Substitute. For
God is righteous as well as merciful, and in Christ, Whom He sent to
be the Saviour of the world, in the riches of His grace, He shows Himself both righteous and merciful. In Him " mercy and truth are met
together" (Ps. lxxxv. 10), and God is just and the justifier (i.e.,
righteous while accounting righteous) of him which believeth in Jesus"
(Rom. iii. 26). For Christ is·" the propitiation for our sins," and if,
with an eye to that propitiation which God provided, and which was
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made on Calvary's cross, a sin-burdened one cries: "God be mercitul
to me, a sinner," he will find and realize that metcy. The cry of the
Publican in the parable was, literally translated, " God be propitiated
to me, the sinner," and the Lord tells us that he went down to his
house justified-accounted righteous.
Thus it is with all who" with the heart believe unto righteousness."
They are "justified freely, by God's grace, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus, Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in His blood" (Rom. iii. 24-25).

A MEDITATION.
By THE LATE G. A., OF BIRKENHEAD.
" In this mountain shall the hand of the Lord rest."-lsA. xxv. 10.
As I walked in the street.s of Liverpool to-day, this Scripture came into
my mind with some force, and opened up with much beauty; discovering a line of Divine things truly glorifying to God and blessed to men,
and confirming my views on the passage in Romans viii., which we had
for our morning lesson: "For we know not what we should pray for
as we ought: but the Spirit Itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered."
" And Moab shall be trodden down under him, even as straw is
trodden down for the dunghill." That straw may be considered as the
works of religious flesh, of which there is a great deal in the world;
for " they that are in the flesh cannot please God." But, notwithstanding this Divine sentence, certifying God's disapproval of both
them and their services, it will remain a contested point between such
and the Almighty, whether there be sufficient virtue and merit iu
" filthy rags" to secure for them the everlasting favour and love of
God.
But that point, through grace and Divine teachiug in my soul,
hath, I trust, been settled, and settled for ever; so that I am fain to
turn from them to such a blessed Scripture as this: "For in this
mountain shall the hand of the Lord rest."
1. In the eternal redemption work of the Son of God there is an
eternal satisfaction to the mind and heart of God in His Trinity of
Persons.
2. In this Divine statement may be seen by the eye of faith the
great truth that in the work of redemption all God's works of creation
and providence culminate and terminate. Here in the case of the
elect, God's justice is for ever satisfied, the sins of all His elect having
been atoned for in and by the blood of Jesus. With regard to the
wicked, the justice of God will never rest satisfied, because their
merited and eternal suffering~ will never be able to satisfy it.
3. In His incarnation we see the amazing condescension of God and
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who, though He were rich, for the
elect's sake He became poor. There is therefore, in this act, that
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which affords an eternal complacency to the mind and heart of God.
He rests in it With delight.
..
4. In His life of obedience to the law there is a complete and eternal
satisfaction to the mind and heart of God; inasmuch as He hath
magnified the law and made it honourable, and brought in everlasting
righteousness, in which all His chosen are invested, and on the ground
of which they are eternally approved and justified, and shall be eternally
glorified!
5. His suffering in the flesh, "the just for the unjust," was for the
express purpose-" to bring them to God." So then, those suffering~
are a pledge of the calling in due time of every vessel of mercy. See
with what complacency He views this in His prayer recorded in
John xvii., " That He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast
given Him."
6. All that was truly needful and necessary to be done in order to
the honour of God and the eternal salvation of His elect from guilt,
sin, death, hell and the grave, was done and acoomplished; and that
in such a way as to bring rest to the mind of God; so that when He
cried with a loud voice from the cross, "It is finished," He had no
more to do than to dismiSS His Spirit, or lay down His life that He
might take it again, by triumphing over death and the grave. Mr. Hart
must have seen a great beauty and blessedness in this ScriptUie, " It
is finished," when he would dwell upon it and roll it as a sweet morsel
under his tongue. He says, "Holy Ghost, repeat that word. Full
salvation's in it."
7. So perfectly and completely is this whole work of the redemption
of His dear people from the curse of the law, from their death in
trespasses and sins, from the reign and dominion of sin, from all the
temptations of the devil, from the very grave (ver. 8) done and accomplished, that nothing whatever is left to any supposed free will in men
to add to it. Hence it is that we, i.e., God's own quickened elect,
" know not what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit helpeth
our infirmities with groanings that cannot be uttered." And again,
" It is God that worketh in you, both to will and to do." Therefore
it will be a source of unfailing and eternal delight to any sinner for
whom the Son of God shed His blood, that his salvation .was both
wrought out and brought in; wrought out by God the Son, and
brought into his soul by God the Holy Ghost.
These truths are the very life and delight of my soul, when it is
quickened from time to time to see and feel them. His salvation was
wrought out on earth by the Branch of the Lord, Who is beautiful and
glorious, and Who is also the fruit of the earth, both excellent and
comely, for them that are escaped of Israel, and brought into the court
of heaven. For, being justified by His blood we shall be saved by His
life; and Christ hath entered into the holy place not made with hands,
having obtained eternal redemption for us.
Liverpool,
March 7th, 1885.
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Woung foUts' IPage.

A BOY'S USE OF THE BIBLE.
·THE other day I heard a touching little story, which my young friends
would like to have heard too. It has to do with the'land of Egypt. A
missionary in Cairo was taking a stroll through the streets one morning
before breakfast. It was rather cold, and, as he passed along, he
noticed three boys crouching down together, partly covered by an old
garment thrown over them all. He expected that they were smoking
or gambling, but, as he drew near, his surprise was great at hearing
one of the boy's voices say-" Now the Lord had said unto Abram,
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy
father's house." He was reading the twelfth chapter of Genesis. The
missionary asked-" What are you doing?" They replied-" We are
reading the Bible." "Can you all read?" he inquired. And he
found that only the middle boy could read, but the other two were
listening with attention. The boys told him that they came there
every morning to read together before the beginning of the day's work.
Are you as eager, my dear young friends, to read a portion of God's
Word before beginning your day's work, whatever it may be ?
I am greatly attracted to that middle boy, who evidently loved to
read the Bible himself, and longed for his companions to share in his
treasure. And do you not think that the boy on either side of the
middle boy teaches us a lesson of earnestness in getting to know thc
precious truths of God's Word? Perhaps you know of someone ·to
whom you could read a portion of Scripture.
I do not know any more about those boys, but if the missionary was
so deeply interested as he saw them reading together, we may be sure
that the Lord Who knows not only what we do, but even what we
think, must have taken notice of the way in which they were engaged.
It may be that the Holy Spirit will open their hearts to receive the
message of His great salvation, leading them to flee for refuge to the
Lord Jesus Christ, the sinner's Saviour and Friend. What a mercy it
is when a boy is thus led out of darkness into God's marvellous light!
Has the Holy Spirit revealed the Lord Jesus Christ to you as your
all-sufficient Saviour? If so, your Bible will be precious to you, for
you will long to know more and more of its wonderful truths.
.
If those boys continued to read straight on through the book of
Genesis, we can imagine how keenly they wonld be interested when
they read the history of Joseph in the later chapters of Genesis, and
found that he was sold by his own brothers, and taken to the land of
Egypt, where he was bought by Potiphar, captain of the guard to
Pharaoh, king of Egypt. It would be thrilling to them to read all that
happened in their own country. We read in Exod. vii. 5 that the
Lord said-" The Egyptians shall· know that I am the Lord." May
this be true increasingly at the present time in His wonderful grace.

E. A. H.
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Qtottesponbmtt.
A BIT OF HUNTINGTON.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
REVEREND AND DEAR SIR,-Would you care for a bit of Huntington
for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE 1 In reading his .. Contemplations of the
God of Israel," his Letter VII to the Rev. J. Jenkins seemed to be
very appropriate to the present day's widespread Unitarianism. I
enclose a copy of most of it. It is the person of Christ that is so much
denied to-day. The .. Anglo-Catholic," like the Papists, by their
.. Real Presence" in, or with, the bread, deny the true humanity of
the Lord Jesus Chri8t, for, as our Church truly teaches, .. The natural
body and blood of our Saviour Christ are in heaven, and not here,
it being against the truth of Christ's natural body to be at one time
in more places than one."
On the other hand, the Lord's Divinity is denied, more or less openly,
by the" Modernists," and many" Neo-Evangelicals " and Dissenters.
And it is the sad thing, that it is these" Neo-EvangelicaIs" who
are most inflnential in the C.M.S. and advocate the sending out of
infidel-modernists as missionaries, who, like them, do not believe in
all the Lord's utterances, the truth of all God's Word. Some of them,
as Bishop Guy Warman, Canon Rogers, etc., have a special dislike to
the l10th Psalm being ascribed to David. Why 1 I cannot think,
unless it be because the Lord Jesus Christ specially said that the Holy
Ghost inspired David to write it (Mark xii. 36).
.
Now it is the teaching of many Modernists that Moses never wrote
the Pentateuch, but that the five books were concocted by some priests
a !ter the exile into Babylon. If this be so, then the words of Christ,
.. As Moses lifted up the serpent," etc., are not true, and if this be
so, what credence can.be placed in the next words of Christ, .. For God
so loved the world," etc. 1 Thus to Modernists, and to such" NeoEvangelicals" who adopt their views, Christ is a fallible and erring
man and therefore an impotent Saviour.
A book, .. Towards Reunion," published in 1919 has one of its
essays by the Rev. (now Canon) T. Guy Rogers, one of the most
prominent of the" Neo-Evangelicals." He writes of the" impotcnce
in a world crisis" of the" Church" in 1914, to " preserve the peace
Of the world." "Impotence," he says, .. and the knowledge of it,
has stung the conscience of Christendom. Shame is our portion!
But wherever is faith in the Church as the body of Christ", the shame is
oppressive. . . . It is not our own impotence, but the impotence of
Ohrist which constitutes the crushing humiliation. His witness in
the world is ineffective; His.atoning power is circumscribed" (pp. 340
and 341). (My italics.) And it is such an one, who believes Christ
is .. impotent" and' "~' His atoning power circumscribed," who is one
of the most active'and influential members of the C.M.S. !
How often it is, that men ascribe this and the other to Christ to:
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perform and then proclai~.Him a failure because He has not done
according to their fancies. . Were Canon Rogers more acquainted
with the Word of God, he would know that the Lord Jesus has
repeatedly said what He came into the world to do, but never said,
or implied, it was to prevent wars. On the contrary He said that
wars and rumours of wars" "must come to pass," before the end,
a,nd also that they would. be a sign of that end coming.
An "impotent" Christ! The Papists believe in a dead Christ on
a cross and worship that---,in a dead wafer and worships it-and also
in a helpless Babe in. its mother's arms, and worships her. And" NeoEvangelicals," of whom Canon Rogers is the spokesman, believe in
an "impotent" Christ, whose " atoning power is circumscribed" by
their whims and fancies. To them He is no better than the heathen's
graven image, " a god that cannot save." Why then, do they want
to send out missionaries to the heathen at all 1 Is it merely to make
proselytes to their infidelity 1
Blessed are those to whom it is given by the Holy Spirit to believe
~' the record that God has given of His Son," for" He that hath the
Son hath life (eternal) and he that hath not the Son of God hath not
life (eternal)." Of Him God hath said He is " mighty to save" and
" shall not fail" in His mediatorial work; and thus He will fulfil His
eternal purpose to save to the uttermost each, and everyone, of HiB
dear people given to Him by His Father.
With very kind regards,
.
Liverpool,
Yours sincerely,
. March 20, 1925.
F. BARKER COOKE.
H

A VOICE FROM AUSTRALIA.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-For some time past it has been on my mind to write to you
and to say how much both my wife and I appreciate the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. We find many of the. articles to be very helpfu!. In fact,
we look upon the magazine in something the same way as a desert
traveller looks upon an oasis in the desert.
•
We are glad to see that the Scriptural tone of the magazine is still
kept up; and pray that it may continue to be kept up, and that you,
dear sir, may be long spared to be the Editor.
I am wondering if you or any of your readers can supply me with
the remaining verses of the hymn of which the following is a verse ;"An awful day is drawing near,

When Christ will judge the quick and dead;
Ah sinner ! how wilt thou appear
With all thy sin,S unon thY' Mad?
Now mercy seek, which iri':y' be found,
For yet you .tand 'on praying ground."
I would be glad if you or any of y~ur' readers could furnish me with the
remainder of the. hymn,
.
. .

,

.
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You will be interested, I am sure, to know that there has been
started here in Victoria recently, a Society known as the Bible Union
of Victoria. The object is to vindicate the veracity of Holy Scripture.
It is therefore for the same purpose and on much the same lines as the
Bible League in England.
Apologizing for taking up so much of your time, I must close, but
before doing so, however, I must just say that my dear parents have
been appreciative readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for many years.
With all best wishes for the future of the magazine,
I am, yours very sincerely,
GEORGE HOLDER.
P.S.-When I returned to England from France, after the signing
of the Armistice, I was on one occasion up near your place, as I went
to stay a few days with Mr. M, J. Tryon, of Stamford, and have been
sorry ever since that I did not take the opportunity of calling on you.
Surbiton, White Horse Road,
Croydon, Victoria, Mar. 23rd, 1925.
[If any reader can furnish Mr, Holder with a copy of the hymn he
mentions, with name of author and source, he would be very grateful,
-EDITOR.]
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-One of our distributors amongst seamen writes: "I
beg to thank you most sincerely for your favour to our men, which
I trust will be blessed by the Holy Spirit to their salvation. I would
like to say that I shall indeed be grateful to receive any quantity of
good literature for the men in my five ports." This letter is from but
one of our stations, and will serve to show what great need there is
for good literature to be handed out to the men of the sea. Alas, so
much literature of a questionable character is to be had on all sides,
and the men will read this if no other is to be had. Will friends of our
soldiers and sailors remember the work in prayer and practical
sympathy? The need is great.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, FirfieUl Street,
Totterdown, Bristol, May, 1925.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
The Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
o 4 0 "A Widow" ..
0 2 0
Miss L. Beasley
2 o 0
" A Sparrow alone" .. o 5 0 A Friend (Bath)
Mr. T. P. Freer
016
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"CROSS - BEARERS."
By THE LATE EMU,Y S. HOLT.
FOR what reason do you wear a cross 1
Do you answer, Ai' a symbol of my Christian faith 1
The cross was the instrument by means of which Satan and his
servants put the Lord Jesus to death. It is, therefore, a symbol of
the bruising of the Deliverer's heel-of Satan's hour, and the power of
darkness. Christ's triumph was finally completed on the morning of
His Resurrection, for" if Christ be not raised, ye are yet in your sins"
(1 Cor. xv. 17). How, then, can a cross be a symbol of faith in Christ 1
The cross was the Roman gibbet, and so long as it continued to be a
gibbet it was never adopted as an ornament.. The earliest Christians
knew it well as an emblem of idolatry, of all things the most opposed
to pure religion. It was the mystic Tau of the Chaldeans, the symbol
of Tammuz signed on the foreheads of those who were initiated into the
mysteries; the" sign of life" of the Egyptians, and the sacred symbol
of the Druids. "There is hardly a Pagan tribe where the cross has not
been found." Now the experience of all ages has plainly shown that
such symbols, once adopted, sooner or later lead to worship. First
used as a personal sign, they soon creep into churches, and are used in
Divine Service as material symbols: and in the third stage they
become idols. The Homily against Peril of Idolatry forbids the use of
crosses, especially in churches, reckouing them among images and idols,
which can teach but one thing, the worshipping of images.
But does not St. Paul say, " God forbid that I should glory, save in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Gal. vi. 14) 1 He does; but
what does he mean by it 1 The vicarious atoning death of our Lord,
not the wooden instrument which inflicted it. The early Christians
whom he addressed would have scorned this latter interpretation.
They had come out of idolatry, and they knew better than to go back
to it disguised as Christianity.
But perhaps you say, Oh, I do not wear a cross for any such reason,
but merely because it is a pretty ornament, and I see others wearing it.
Is it a pretty ornament 1 or is it, if you pause to think, a revolting
and disgusting one 1 Would you wear a gibbet or a guillotine, as an
ornament 1 Yet the cross was simply the Roman gibbet. What sick
woman restored to health by a surgical operation would dream of
wearing a brooch made after the pattern of the doctor's instruments 1
If a dear friend had been murdered by a rifle-shot, would it seem to you
a pretty and affectionate idea to wear a little golden rifle or bullet for
his sake 1 Would you not rather be disposed to shudder at the sight
of the weapon 1 And if your friend had died for you, and had deliberately sacrificed hi~ life to· preserve yours, would you be more or less
inclined to make an ornament of that instrument of his destruction 1
Then what shall we say of floral crosses-are not they -lovely and
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innocent things! Ah, the cross on which Christ suffered was not one
of flowers! Do not crosses of flowers and gold tend to hide the remembrance of the shame which He despised, and the suffering which He
endured for us 1 And is it meet that the Table of the Lord should be
degraded into a flower-stand, and Divine Service itself made a flower
show 1 Flowers are no meet offering for fallen man. It was Cain who
brought the fruits of the earth as his offering; and they were not
accepted.
Lastly, we would ask all wearers of ornamental crosses, from whatever cause, Is that on which Christ died as a sacrifice for sin a fit object
to be made an ornament for that outward adorning which St. Peter
condemns 1
.. Shall I call this glittering gem
Made for show and vallityShall I call this gaud a crossCross of Him Who died for me?
Shall I deck myself with thee,
Awful cross of Calvary ? "
Every Christian is indeed called to bear his cross after Christ; but
such crosses are not made of gems and gold. They are borne in the
inmost heart, and are often visible ouly to the Eyes which are as a
flame of fire. In this sense, but in this only, is the precept given,
" Come, take up the cross, and follow Me."-Published by the Church
Association, and to be obtained at their Office, 13 and 14, Buckingham
Street, Strand, at the price of 3d. per dozen, or Is. 6d. per 100.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE number of Pensioners on our books at the time of writing is 1039,
and new Subscribers, to take the places of those removed by death, will
be welcome, so that all requirements may be met both for the aged
saints and the Homes.
Meetings in the interest of the Society have been arranged to take
place in June, as follows :On the 4th there will be the Camberwell Anniversary, when the Rev.
W. Croft is expected to preach, and an evening meeting presided over
by J. C. Dennis, Esq. In the following week, Thursday, the 11th, the
South London Sale of. Work will be opened by Miss Hazeltoll. At
Twickenham, on the 16th, there is also to be a Sale of Work and a
Garden Meeting at Horley on the 17th. At St. Alban's, on the 18th,
the Secretary is expected to preach afternoon and evening, and there
is to be a meeting at Egham on the 25th. Friends will be most heartily
welcomed to these gatherings.
" FOR if whatsoever is not of faith is sin, and faith be by hearing,
and hearing by the Word of God, then whatsoever is not derived frollil
the ScriptU"res is sin."-Basil.
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MERCIES OF A COVENANT GOD. By John Warburton. Pp. 243.
Price 4s. 60.., by post 5s. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd.,
30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, KC.4).
This is a new edition of Warburton's "Mercies of a Covenant God,"
published originally in 1859. The late J. C. Philpot wrote the preface
to the original edition. Mr. Philpot bears warm testimony to the
.. unction, sweetness and savour" of Mr. Warburton's ministry, and
he considers that this volume is specially suitable and helpful to the
deeply-tried children of God.
John Warburton was born at Stand, about five miles from Manchester, in October, 1776, and he died on April 2nd, 1857. He was
of humble parentage, and he had little opportunity of acquiring human
learning. He was deeply convicted of sin through a sermon he heard
in a Bolton Church from the text, "Be not deceived; God is not
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap."
Subsequently he was brought into liberty through a sermon which he
heard in Mr. Roby's chapel, in Cannon Street, Manchester, preached
by Mr. Roby himself from Psalm lxviii. 18. Thereafter he was baptized
by Mr. William Gadsby, of Manchester, and became a Strict Baptist.
In God's wonderful providence he eventually began to preach, and
later settled at Trowbridge, in Wiltshire, as a minister of the Gospel
in that place. This volume is his own record of the wonderful merc~es
and providences of God which he experienced. It displays a great
knowledge of Scripture and a deep insight into the great doctrines of
grace. There can be no doubt that John Warburton was a monument
of the grace of God. His life was marked by a great many trials and
also by remarkable Divine interpositions on his behalf. In his earlier
days he had great temporal hardships. Having a large family, and
only small wages, he found it difficult to make ends meet. Like a good
many others, he contracted the habit of getting into debt for food and
other things. This habit seems to have continued with him all his life.
Borrowing ten or twenty pounds was quite natural to him. The result
was he was in almost continual trouble of mind as to how he could
meet his liabilities. It is true that the Lord wrought for him again
and again, but we cannot recommend others of God's people to follow
his example in going into debt, either to build chapels or to supply
personal needs. Moses did not go into debt to erect the Tabernacle,
nor did Elijah when famine came. The Apostle Paul says, " Owe no
man anything." We think it is going before the Lord to build or to
buy if you have not the money to pay beforehand. It is much better
to exercise faith in God to supply our needs, than to pay our debts.
The Lord, however, is gracious to His people even if they make
mistakes, and this volume is a striking record of His numerous mercies
to John Warburton, of Trowbridge.

