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THE GOD WHO COMFORTETH.

" N('}/Jertheless GOD, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted
us by the coming of Titus."-2 CORINTHIANS vii. 6.
THE strongest and most courageous of GOD'S servants may sometimes get cast down. Depression of spirit may take possession
of them. This was markedly the case with the great prophet
Elijah. On mount Carmel he stood alone as the great champion
of JEHOVAH. In the presence of king and nation, and in the presence of the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal he was the one
solitary figure who stood for GOD and His truth. Though there
were seven thousand hidden away amongst the crowd who had
not bowed the knee to Baal, he alone remained a prophet of the
LORD. Moreover, the LoRD stood by His lonely servant and
heard his prayer, offered before the king and his people. Yet
when that wicked woman Jezebel threatened his life, he fled into
the wilderness and sat in despair under a juniper tree.
So the great and courageous apostle to the Gentiles had his
times of depression. Such must have been his experience when
the LORD spake to him in a vision, and said, " Be not afraid, but
speak, and hold not thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man
shall set on thee to hurt thee; for I have much people in this city"
(Acts xviii. 9, 10). Such, too, must have been his experience when
he spake of GOD as ONE Who "comforteth those that are cast
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down." He says, "Our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled
on every side; without were fightings, within were fears." Opposi. tion, difficulties, and troubles beset his path, and fears took possession of his heart, but" GOD, that comforteth those that are cast
down, comforted us by the coming of Titus" (2 Cor. vii. 5, 6).
If a great prophet and a great apostle had their times of depression we need not wonder if we, too, may at times be tempted to
despair. Not that we are to give way to such feelings. By GOD'S
grace we need to watch and pray against getting down. We need
often to encourage ourselves in the LORD our GOD, and to remember
that He faileth not. Yet, how cheering it is to know that our GOD
is a " GOD that comforteth those that are cast down." How tenderly
and sympathetically He dealt with Elijah. An angel touched him
and provided him with fire, food and drink, and spake words of
sympathy to his heart. The LORD "knoweth our frame; He
remembereth that we are dust" and like as a father pitieth his
children, so He pitieth them that fear Him (see 1 Kings xix. 5-7 ;
Psalm ciii. 13, 14).
1. Observe first that GOD comlorteth those who are cast down with
a sense 01 sin.
The LORD'S people are sooner or later brought low with grief
because they have been convinced of sin by the HOLY GHOST.
Isaiah was cast down about his sins when he cried, "Woe is me !
for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell
in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen
the KING, the LORD of hosts." When, however, a live coal from
off the altar, which had fed upon a sacrifice for sin, had touched
his lips he was assured by a Divinely-sent messenger that his
iniquity was taken away and his sin purged (see Isaiah vi. 5-7).
Job was cast down when he said, "I have heard of Thee by the
hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee. Wherefore
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." The LORD, however, comforted him by turning his captivity, and by blessing his
latter end more than his beginning (Job xlii. 5, 6, 10, 12). David
was cast down when GOD'S hand was heavy upon him in consequence of sin, but he was comforted when he had the assurance
that the LORD had forgiven the iniquity of his sin (Psalm xxxii.
4-6). The prodigal was cast down when he realized how much he
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had sinned, but he was comforted when his father" had compassion,
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him."
The publican was cast down when he "would not lift up so
much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying,
GOD be merciful to me a sinner." He was comforted when he
went down to his house justified freely by GOD'S grace through the
redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS.
The man sick of the palsy must have been cast down not only
because of his bodily ailment, but because he realized he was a
sinner. He was comforted when the LORD said to him, "Son, be
of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee" (Matt. ix. 2).
The jailer must have been cast down when he tremblingly said,
"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" But he was comforted
when he was enabled to rej oice, "believing in GOD with all his
house."
All our believing readers know something of this experience.
They have known what it is to say, "Mine iniquities have taken
hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more
than the hairs of mine head: therefore mine heart faileth me "
(Psalm xl. 12). But what comfort has filled their hearts when
they have heard GOD speak to their souls, and say, " I have blotted
out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins :
return unto ME; for I have redeemed thee" (Isaiah xliv. 22).
Full of comfort indeed are they who can say, "We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace" (Ephes. i.. 7).
2. Secondly, we may notice that GOD comforts tlwse who are cast
down through a variety of troubles.
Trouble in different forms is the appointed portion of the
members of the LORD'S family. The LORD Himself has said, "In
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have
overcome the world" (John xvi. 33).
If we are true to GOD and His truth we shall suffer persecution.
All that will live godly in CHRIST JESUS are appointed thereto. If
they persecuted CHRIST they will persecute His people. CHRIST
and His truth are being increasingly rejected. The large majority
of bishops and clergy who voted in favour of the new Prayer Book
on March 30th is a remarkable indication of the rapid growth of
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apostasy from Bible and Reformation principles. Those who
stand out against this new book, however courteously, are sure
to suffer persecution in greater or less degree. But what saith
their LORD to His persecuted people? "Blessed are ye, when
men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their
company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil,
for the SON of MAN'S sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for
joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like
manner did their fathers unto the prophets" (Luke vi. 22, 23).
To have the benediction of our Divine LORD and MASTER more
than compensates for the sneering description of Protestant
parsons by the Bishop of Durham as "deplorable fanatics."
Many of the LORD'S people may be cast down through the poverty
of their circumstances. Difficulty to make ends meet may
depress their spirits. The LORD'S people are often found amongst
the poor. But in trials arising from straitened circumstances
He is the COMFORTER of those that are cast down. His promises
cheer them. He tells them, "There is no want to them that fear
HIM." "They that seek the LORD shall not want any good
thing" (Psalm xxxiv. 9, 10). His performances of His promises
bring home to them His abiding faithfulness, and put new songs
of praise into their mouths.
Loneliness is another trial which leads to depression of spirit.
But the LORD JESUS Himself passed through that trial. "The
hour cometh yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every
man to his own, and shall leave ME alone: and yet I am not alone,
because the FATHER is with ME" (John xvi. 32). So, though
friends be absent, the child of GOD is never really alone. The
FATHER is with HIM. True to His promise He never leaves nor
forsakes any of His blood-bought people. Often, too, He providentially arranges for a godly friend to come to us to comfort us
in times of loneliness. This He did for His dear servant the
Apostle Paul. "God, that comforteth those that are cast down,
comforted us by the coming of Titus." He is indeed our compassionate GoD.
Fears are another frequent form of trouble to the LORD'S people.
Paul experienced them. He says, "Without were fightings, ll;l'thin
were fears." Often our fears are groundless, and would not be
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there if our minds were stayed more fully on JEHOVAH our GOD.
But who is there who does not sufl'er from fears more or less ~
These fears bring us low. They depress our hearts. But our GOD
Who comforteth is equal to our case, and our experience is often
that of the psalmist. He says, "I sought the LORD, and He heard
me, and delivered me from all my fears" (Psalm xxxiv. 4). Our
GOD" comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith
we ourselves are comforted of GOD" (2 Cor. i. 4).
3. Thirdly, GOD comforts His people who are oast down, by His
SPIRIT'S indwelling presenoe.
GOD dwells in His people by His SPIRIT. "Hereby we know
that He abideth in us, by the SPIRIT Which He hath given us "
(John iii. 24). We are never left alone. The indwelling SPIRIT
strengthens, revives and cheers GOD'S downcast people. He
brings to their remembrance the promises of their GOD. He
inspires their prayers, and thus brings answers of comfort to their
souls.
4. Fourthly, by His Word GoD comforts those that are oast dount.
We need only quote the case of Jeremiah in support of this
statement. That prophet says, "Thy words were found, and I
did eat them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicmg
of mme heart" (Jer. xv. 16).
We may add the testimony of the psalmist. He says, "Thy
testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever: for they are the
rejoioing of my heart" (Psalm cxix. HI).
5. Lastly, GOD comforts those that are oast down by the prospect of
eternal comfort.
Everlasting consolation is to be' their portion, unmixed with
sorrow or triaL When the apostle had reminded the Thessalonian
saints of the LORD'S coming, and of their being caught up to meet
Him, to be for ever with Him, he said, "Wherefore comfort one
another with these words" (1 Thess. iv. 18). To be with Him for
ever in glory is our predestined portion. To be delivered for ever
from sin, sorrow and death is our glorious prospect.
Our affliction now, therefore, is but light, and but for a moment,
in comparison with the eternal weight of glory in store for us
through infinite grace. A good time is therefore coming. In view
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of that time let those who are cast down take heart of courage.
Let them be of good cheer. The GOD of all comfort is the GOD of
all grace, "Who hath called us unto His eternal glory by CHRIST
JESUS" (1 Peter v. 10).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

PEACE WITH GOD.
By DR. CHARLES HODGE.
" Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Ohrist."-RoMANS V. l.
" THAT is, we are reconciled to God. We are no longer the objects
of the Divine displeasure, His favour having been propitiated by the
death of His Son (verae 10). As a consequence of this reconciliation,
we have conscious peace with God, that is, we have neither any longer
the present upbraidings of an unappeased conscience, nor the dread
of Divine vengeance. Both of these ideas are included in the peace
here spoken of.
It is peculiarly an Evangelical doctrine, that pious affections are the
fruit of this reconciliation to God, and not the cause of it. Paul says
this peace is the result of justification by faith. He who relies on his
works for justification can have no peace. He can neither remove
the displeasure of God, nor quiet the apprehension of punishment.
Peace is not the result of mere gratuitous forgiveness, but of justification,
of a reconciliation founded upon atonement. The enlightened conscience
is never satisfied until it sees that God can be just in justifying the
ungodly; that sin has been punished, the justice of God satisfied,
His law honoured and vindicated. It is when he thus sees justice
and mercy embracing each other, that the believer has that peace
which passes all understanding; that sweet quiet of the soul in which
deep humility, in view of personal unworthiness, is mingled with the
warmest gratitude to that Saviour by Whose blood God's justice has
been satisfied, and conscience appeased.
Hence, Paul says, we have this peace through our Lord Jesus Ohrist.
It is not through ourselves in any way, neither by our own merit nor
our own efforts. It is all of grace. It is all through Jesus Christ.
And this the justified soul is ever anxious to acknowledge."-(Oommentaryon the Bpistle to the Romans.)
" THE real presence of Christ's most blessed Body and Blood is not
to be sought for in the Sacrament, but in the worthy receiver of the
Sacrament."-Hooker.
.
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PRAYER BOOK REVISION.

Ill. COMPARED WITH THE WORD OF GOD.
" To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to thisword, it is because there is no light in them."-IsAIAH viii. 20.

BISHOP KNox (formerly Bishop of Manchester) is doing yeoman
service against the pernicious teaching of the new Prayer Book.
In " An Open Letter to Evangelical Clergy of the Church of England,"
issued in June, 1926, he has some remarks about the Word of God
in relation to Prayer Book revision which we do well to bear in
mind just now. He wrote, " 'God's Word written' contains, in a
way that laity can understand, all the doctrine, and all the provisions, necessary for due administration of the Sacraments. So
we find that, for the Church of England, neither the Clergy, nor
the Bishops, nor even the Crown in Parliament, is the ultimate
authority, but ' God's Word written.' Scripture is made supreme
in matters of faith and ritual. The Church ' has no authority to
ordain anything contrary to God's Word written.' To this
authority sixteen out of the thirty-nine Articles expressly refer"
(p. 2). Again he says, on p. 5, "We can believe that doctrine
which conforms to the teaching of Christ and His apostles is given
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, but not doctrine or rituaL
repugnant to the Word of God." This is the position taken by our
reformers. Neither the whole bench of Bishops, nor the whole
Church in its corporate capacity, has any authority "to ordain
anything that is contrary to God's Word written." Moreover, in
view of the claim that the Bishops have been guided by the Holy
Spirit in drawing up their new Prayer Book, it needs to be remembered that the Holy Spirit cannot contradict Himself. Any doctrine
or practice, therefore, allowed by the new Prayer Book which is
repugnant to the Word of God cannot be according to the mind of
the Spirit.
The Articles of the Church of England altogether repudiate the
idea that the Bishops were necessarily guided by the Spirit in the
work of revision. Speaking of General Councils Article XXI says,.
"When they be gathered together (forasmuch as they be an

,

'298

The Gospel Magazine

assembly of men, whereof all be not governed with the Spirit and Word
of God) they may err, and sometimes have erred, even in things
pertaining unto God. Wherefore things ordained by them as
necessary to salvation have neither strength nor authority, unless
it may be declared that they be taken out of holy Scripture."
The Bishops, however learned they may be, and however excellent
in character, are after all only men. We have no guarantee that
-they were all or any of them" governed with the Spirit and Word
-of God" when they gathered together for the revision of the
Prayer Book. Nay, more, we have reason to think that they
ignored the teaching of the Word of God in some of the most
important changes which they have made in their revised Prayer
Book. Moreover, the humblest member of the Church of England
is authorized both by Scripture and the Thirty-nine Articles to test
the Bishops' Prayer Book by the Word of God. (See Article VI
.and Acts xvii. n.)
This new Prayer Book is a far more serious business than many
people imagine. It affects every ordained minister and every
member of the Church of England. It affects the Protestantism
-of the throne and of the kingdom. It affects Nonconformists as
well as members of the Established Church. All who are concerned
for Scriptural and Reformation principles, and for the spiritual
welfare of the nation and the empire, need to use their influence
to prevent this new Prayer Book from becoming the law of the
land.
This new Prayer Book in many important particulars adds to the
Word of God. In others it diminishes from the Word of God. It
is also contrary to the Word of God.
I. First, observe that the revised Prayer Book adds to the teaching
-of the Word of God.
1. The allowance of a distinctive vestment at the Lord's Supper
is an addition to the Word of God. Under the new book the
,ohasuble or Mass vestment is permitted. It has long been worn
by Anglo-Catholics contrary to the law. Now it is proposed to
legalize it.
"Before the Reformation, the chasuble was regarded as the
.distinctive 'vestment' of the 'sacrificer': it was specially
-, blessed,' and tU each priest's ordination it was placed on him by the
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Bishop with the words, 'Receive the Sacerdotal vesture,' and was
.almost immediately followed by the blessing of his hands to
consecrate hosts which are offered for the sins and negligences of
the people. Maskell's Monumenta Ritualia, Ill, 209, 212." (The
" Six Points" of the Ritualists. C.A. Tract, No. 258.)
The chasuble is therefore the outward symbol of a sacrificing
priest. The man who wears it regards himself as a sacrificing
priest. He considers that he offers a propitiatory sacrifice when
he officiates at the Lord's Supper. See the evidence of the Rev.
W. J. E. Bennett and the Rev. C. J. Le Geyt before the Ritual
'Commissioners as given in the above Church Association tract.
The Rev. C. B. Mortlock, who contributes Church Notes to the
Daily Telegraph, says, "To-day you may go into York Minster
.and find six altars in regular use, and the sacred ministers offering
the Holy Sacrifice in the Eucharistic vestments that were once the
very symbol of religious controversy. So also in the beautiful
Cathedrals of Rochester, Winchester, Truro, Chester, Salisbury,
Chelmsford, and Wakefield, the Eucharistic vestments are in use.
There may be others, but in all of these, Catholic faith and practice
have come into their ancient homes" (Article in The Sign, Jan.,
1926). This quotation clearly shows that the chasuble or vestment
is regarded as a priestly garment, clothed in which the minister
-offers "the Holy Sacrifice" at a so-called altar:
The Bishops' Prayer Book, by permitting the chasuble, endorses
-the unscriptural doctrines that the Lord's Supper is a propitiatory
_sacrifice, that the Lord's table is an altar, and that the minister is
.a sacrificing priest. The same book proposes to legalize the
illegalities now rife in so many of the Cathedrals, as well as in the
-parish Churches of our country.
Such illegalities are all additions to the Word of God. Ministers
-of the Gospel are never once called sacrificing priests in the New
Testament. The Lord's Supper is not called a sacrifice, nor is the
'Table called an altar.
When our Lord instituted the Supper no mention is made of
His wearing a distinctive vestment. Evidently He wore His
-ordinary every-day clothes. Anglo-Catholics have such unscrip-tural notions of the Lord's Supper that they think a special
-distinctive and sacrificial vestment should be worn when they
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officiate at that ordinance. They thus add to the Word of God.
The Reformers regarded vestments as " monuments of superstition
and idolatry," and they swept them away.
-2. Secondly, the allowance of prayers for the dead is an addition
to the teaching of the Word of God.
Prayers for the dead occupied a place in the first Prayer Book
of 1549, but when the Reformers had been brought fully into the
light of Bible truth they abolished them. Accordingly in the
Prayer Book of 1552, which is substantially the Prayer Book now
in use, no prayers for the dead were provided, but the Reformers
inserted at the head of one of the prayers the words "militant
here in earth" to indicate that prayer was offered only for the
Church militant here in earth. The Bishops have now deliberately
removed these qualifying words, and inserted prayers for the dead
in the Communion Service, the Burial Service and in the Occasional
Prayers, the result being that prayers for the dead may, if this
Book becomes legal, be offered at every morning and evening
serVIce.
We say that prayers for the departed are an addition to the
Word of God. In all their teaching on prayer neither our Lord
nor His apostles suggested that prayer should be offered for the
departed. We have already in our article in the March issue shown
the danger and the evil of this practice.
3. Thirdly, this new Prayer Book adds to the Word of God by
invoking the E oly Ghost to bless and sanctify the bread and wine
"that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of Thy Son, our
Saviour, Jesus Christ."
There is no warrant in Scripture to invoke the Holy Ghost so to
act upon the bread and wine, that they may be to those who
receive them the actual body and blood of Christ. Our Lord did
not bless the material objects of bread and wine, but He blessed
God, and gave thanks to God, for providing them. The words.
now introduced into the Consecration Prayer are intended to
favour the doctrine of a change being produced in the elements.
The English Church Union "affirm that by consecration in the
Eucharist, the bread and wine, being blessed by the life-giving power
of the Holy Spirit, are changed and become the true Body and the true
Blood of Christ, and as such are given to and received by the
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faithful. We hold, therefore, that Christ thus present is to be adored."
(See Church Intelligencer, August, 1922.)
The invocation of the Holy Spirit now inserted by the Bishops
is in harmony with this declaration of the English Church Union,
and it evidently teaches that a change takes place in the elements
which is virtually the doctrine of Transubstantiation. Article
XXVIII says that that doctrine" cannot be proved by Holy Writ;
but it is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth
the nature of a Sacrament, and hath given occasion to many
superstitions."
It was because our Reformers rejected this doctrine that they
died at the stake. The Bishops are bringing back this Romish and
superstitious doctrine into the Church of our martyred Reformers.
4. Fourthly, the Bishops add to the Word of God by suggesting that
the Lord's Supper is a Sacrifice for the sins of the living and the dead.
By deleting the words" militant here in earth" which stood at
the head of one of the prayers in the Communion Service, they
teach that the word "Church" includes the dead as well as the
living when prayer is offered. Accordingly, in the new Consecration
Prayer, it is desired that God may accept" this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving," and that "we and all Thy whole Church
(i.e., dead and living) may obtain remission of our sins." These
words are intended to teach that the Lord's Supper is a Sacrifice
which secures remission of sins for the dead and the living.
The leading article in the Church Times for February 18th last
said, " There is no doubt whatever that Dr. Knox is right when he
says: 'The new prayer is consistent with the idea that a change
is wrought in the Elements by the action of the Holy Spirit, and
with the idea that a sacrifice is offered by the priest for the remission
of the sins of the living and the dead.' The inclusion of the
Epiklesis (invocation of the Holy Spirit), therefore, emphasizes the
Catholic doctrine of Eucharistic Sacrifice, and it should be welcomed
by Catholic opinion."
The new Prayer Book allows for " A Special Celebration of the
Holy Communion on the day of the Burial" (p. 291). In allusion
to this the Church Times says, " Provision is made for a Requiem,"
i.e., a Mass for the dead. (Church Times, Feb. 11th, 1927, p. 169.)
Thus by allowing the Mass vestment, prayers for the dead, the
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doctrine of the Eucharistic Sacrifice, and " A Special Celebration.
of the Holy Communion" at a funeral, the Bishops have made it
possible for Anglo-Catholics to offer those very sacrifices of Masses
for the SillS of the living and the dead which the Thirty-first Article
stigmatizes as "blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits."
In addition to this the Bishops have arranged for a service for
the "Commemoration of All Souls" (p. 439). This is associated
with the offering of Masses to get souls out of Purgatory, and thus
it becomes evident beyond the shadow of a doubt that the Bishops
are endeavouring to bring back the ChUrch of England to the very
Rornish doctrines and practices which were discarded at the
Reformation. While professing that the new Prayer Book is
revised to suit modem needs, they are going back to the time when
our Church was just emerging from Romish darkness.
It is pitiable to think that such men as our present bench of
Bishops should be in power at this critical time in our history.
5. Fifthly, the Bishops add to the Word of God by allowing the
practice of Reservation.
We have already dealt somewhat exhaustively with the subject
of Reservation in our last issue. We would only say now that there
is not the slightest warrant in the New Testament for Reservation
of the Sacrament for any purpose whatever. The desire to reserve
it for the sick is associated with an erroneous view of the Lord's
Supper. It is supposed that the chief thing a sick person needs
is the Sacrament. Whereas in most cases what he needs is Christ.
He needs to be born again by the Holy Ghost and justified by
faith in the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ. Anglo-Catholics think
that the Lord's Supper is a kind of passport to heaven-a notion
wholly unsupported by Scripture. Moreover, the Scripture is dead
against fasting Communion, which is another erroneous view
counected with the demand for Reservation.
Probably this demand would die a natural death if AngloCatholics were delivered from the great and serious error of
supposing that the bread and wine are changed into the actual
body and blood of Christ. That error, as we have previously
shown, involves the great sin of idolatry, to be abhorred of all
faithful men.
The Bishops are well aware of the idolatry counected with
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Reservation, and yet they make provision for perpetual Reservation
in their new Prayer Book.
11. Secondly, the Bislwps' p"oposals take from the Word of God.
Moses, the inspired prophet of God, said to Israel, "Ye shall
not add to the Word which I command you, neither shall ye
diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of
the Lord your God which I command you" (Deut. iv. 2).
A solemn warning against adding to or diminishing from the
Word of God is given by our Lord Himself in the last chapter of
the Bible. (See Rev. xxii. 18, 19.) Let us notice how the Bishops'
new Book takes from the Word of God.
1. First, the Bishops mutilate the Ten Commandments spoken by
God from Mount Sinai.
This they do in the alternative Communion Service.
To give only one illustration. The Fourth Commandment
contains a reference to the Lord making heaven and earth in six
days according to the teaching of Genesis i. This is left out by
the Bishops, doubtless because of the doctrine of evolution.
-There is also a reference in this Commandment to the Divine
institution of the Sabbath as recorded in Genesis ii. This also is
omitted by the Bishops.
2. They mutilate some of the Psalms.
Take the Venite, the 95th Psalm. They leave out, in the
alteniative morning service, the last four verses of this Psalm,
doubtless because they speak of God's wrath against the Children
of Israel. Modernists cannot bear any reference to the wrath of
God.
Yet these very four verses, daringly omitted by the Bishops,
are quoted in the Epistle to the Hebrews as the very words of the
Holy Ghost. "Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith, To-day, if ye
will hear His voice, etc." (Heb. iii. 7-11).
3. Thirdly, by their omissions in the Baptismal and Marriage
services they indicate their rejection of Old Testament doctrines and
narratives.
In the Baptismal Service the reference to God's mercy in saving
" Noah and his family in the ark" and the reference to Israel being
safely led through the Red Sea are omitted. In the Marriage
Service the reference to the institution of marriage "in the time
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.of man's innocency" is omitted. In like manner the references
to Abraham, Isaac, J acob, Sarah, and Rebecca are left out. Some
Modernists deny that the patriarchs ever existed.
- Then the statement in one of the prayers that God "by Thy
mighty power hast made all things of nothing" is omitted, The
statement that" out of man (created after Thine Own image and
similitude) woman should take her beginning" is left out. Thus
the record of Genesis ii. as to Eve is virtually denied to please
Modernists and Evolutionists. In another prayer we read,
" Almighty God, Who at the beginning did create our first parents,
Adam and Eve, and did sanctify and join them together in
marriage." All who believe the early chapters of Genesis would
find no fault with this language. Not so the Evolutionists and
Modernists. Hence this passage must go. It must not be put
in the mouth of the minister who officiates at a wedding. In
addition to these omissions the Bishops have also omitted the words
" obey" and "obedient" tram the Marriage Service in reference to
the duty of a wife towards her husband.
The Morning Post, in its issue on Feb. 11th last, well remarks
on this. It says, "Even if the word ' obey' is omitted from the
Marriage Service, it remains the Christian doctrine. The clear,
incisive and emphatic words of St. Paul leave no doubt on the
subject. 'Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as
unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as
Christ is the Head of the Church. . . . Therefore, as the Church
is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in
everything.' We may be allowed to hope that the National
Assembly of the Church of England will not now proceed to propose
an omission of these words from the Epistle to the Ephesians."
It is sad to think that a secular newspaper like the Morning Post
should find it necessary to remind the Bishops that in deleting the
word "obey" from the Marriage Service they are guilty of
rejecting" the clear, incisive and emphatic words" of the inspired
Apostle Paul. We may well remind the Bishops that if they have
the audacity to suggest that wives should no longer be obedient
to their husbands, in spite of the clear and incisive teaching of
Scripture, they might on the same principle arrange to dispense
with the obligation of children to obey their parents, and of
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servants to obey their masters. The Epistle which teaches the
headship of the husband, teaches also the headship of the parent
over his children and of a master over his servants. (See Ephes. vi.
1,5; Titus ii. 5, 9.)
It is a dangerous thing to trifle with the plain commands of God.
If the authority of the husband in the home is rejected, so may the
authority of rulers in a kingdom be rejected. We may even go
further, and the human heart is capable of going further. We
may go so far as to say, " Who is the Lord, that I should OBEY His
voice?" (Exodus v. 2).
Antichristianism is capable of setting all authority, human and
Divine, at defiance. The man of sin is described as one "who
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called .God, or that
is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
showing himself that he is God" (2 Thess. ii. 3, 4).
When the Bishop of a diocese ordains men as presbyters, he says
to them, "Consider how studious ye ought to be in reading and
learning the Scriptures, and in framing the manners both of yourselves and of them that specially pertain unto you, according to
the rule of the same Scriptures." They are also asked, " Are you
determined out of the said Scriptures to instruct the people committed to your charge?" How can they do this if they accept
a Prayer Book which adds to and diminishes from those very
Scriptures which they promise to make the basis of all their
teaching?
4. Fourthly, the alteration in the question put to Deacons at their
ordination is another instance of taking from the Word of God.
At present candidates for the ministry are asked, "Do you
unfeignedly believe all the Canonical Scriptures of the Old ll,nd
New Testament?" The answer expected is, " I do believe them."
That has always been the faith of the Church. It was the faith of
Christ and His apostles in reference to the Old Testament, and
the provision which Christ made for the inspiration of the New
Testament demands the same faith. Evolution, Higher Criticism,
Liberal Evangelicalism, and Modernism, however, cannot brook
the doctrine of the plenary inspiration of Scripture. Henge it
must no longer be insisted on. The question to deacons is therefore alt~red to "Do you unfeignedly believe all the. Canonical
[7
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Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, as given of God to oonvey
to us in many parts and tn divers manners the revelation of Himself
which is fulfilled in our Lord Jesus Christ? "
- This question allows a man to believe that the Bible somewhere
or other contains and conveys to us a revelation from God, but it
leaves it open to him to decide for himself how much of it is really
from God, and how much of it is merely fabulous, legendary,
unhistorical and unreliable. -In the words of Canon Guy Rogers,
a Liberal Evangelical, "the Church . . . no longer believes in the
complete historical accuracy of all parts of Scripture, or in the
equal moral value of all the teaching that Scripture contained"
(Church Intelligencer, April, 1927, p. 43).
Ill. Lastly, the proposals of the Bishops are oontrary to the Word
of God.
We can only refer to a few instances illustrating this point.
1. In the alternative introduction to morning and evening prayer they
teach the doctrine of the omniscience of "the whole company of
heaven.~'

They say, "Beloved, we are come together in the presence of
Almighty God and of the whole company of heaven to offer unto Him
.- .. our worship and praise and thanksgiving."
If every congregation of Church of England worshippers throughout the world meet together" in the presence of the whole company
of heaven-," it follows that the angels and all believers who are
with Christ in heaven are everywhere present. What Scripture
have we for that doctrine? We believe in the omniscience of
God, but the omniscience of " the whole company of heaven" is
surely contrary to Scripture.
2. The Bishops teach that the ministers of the Church of England
are sacrificing priests.
In the Occasional Prayers "For the Clergy and People," they
say, "Let us pray for the Clergy and people." Then follow the
petitions from the 132nd Psalm, "Let Thy priests be clothed with
righteousness; And let Thy saints sing with joyfulness."
The word " priest" in this Psalm is the word used for the Aaronic
sacrificing priesthood. It is also used of Christ's priesthood after
the order of Melchisedek. (See Psalms cx. 4; cxxxii. 9.)
The sacrificing priesthood of Aaron hM, however, been super- -
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seded by the eternal and intransmissible priesthood of Christ, and
the New Testament never once calls ministers of the Gospel
sacrificing priests. By this petition in the new Prayer Book the
Bishops have deliberately re-introduced the doctrine that ministers
of the Gospel are sacrificing priests.
3. They have brought back, contrary to Scripture, the word " altar"
as a description 0/ the Communion Table.
This occurs in another out-of-the-way part of the new Prayer
Book.
In a Devotion which may be said before the celebration of the
Holy Communion we have twice over the words, "I will go unto
the altar 0/ God,. even unto the God of my joy and gladness." The
words are from the 43rd Psalm and they are evidently intended
to denote that the Lord's Table is an altar. (See p. 434 of the new
Prayer Book.)
4. Fourthly, the Bi$hops have, contrary to Sor'ipture, made preaching
a sermon an optional matter.
In the old Prayer Book, one of the rubrics following the Nicene
Creed in the Communion Service, contains the direction, "Then
shall follow the sermon." This is altered in the new Prayer Book
to " Then may follow the sermon." The minister in the Church of .
England may thus, if he pleases, refrain from preaching the Gospel.
Yet the chief business of a minister is to preach the Gospel. The
Apostle Paul said, "Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach
the Gospel" (1 Cor. i. 17).
This article is already long and we must now draw it to a close.
We think we have said enough to show that the new Prayer Book
adds to, diminishes from, and is contrary to the Word of God.
On these grounds we hope that all our readers will pray and work
that, by the mercy of God, we may be delivered as a nation from
its legalization.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houglilon).

"WHAT, then, is to 'keep us from sinking altogether into despair,

without hope or help ~ Why, a knowledge of our acceptance 'in the
Beloved,' independent of everything in us, good or bad."-J. C. Philpot.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And great multitudes came unto Him, having with them those that were
lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down
at Jesus' feet.. and He healed them: ,insomuch that the multitude
wondered. when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole,
the lame to walk, and the blind to see.. and they glorified the God of
Israel."-MA'IT. xv. 3D, 31.
JESUS had just spoken the word of comfort to the Canaanitish woman,
for the healing of whose daughter her faith had been so severely tested
and had triumphed, being "the gift of God." And the Divine Man
betakes Himself unto the vicinity of the Sea of GaWee and ascends a
mountain. But even there He could not be hid, and" great multitudes
came unto Him," bringing their diseased and suffering relatives and
friends for healing and relief. They did well so to do! They brought
them to the only One Who could do them good, and they laid them
down in the only place of safety for healing and blessing, at Jesus'
feet! May our meditation upon these three small but great words
be blessed to our souls at this time. We find various occasions where
these words or their equivalent occur. Here the affiicted ones had
been brought for healing of bodily infirmities, and Jesus, Who never
wearied in doing good, "healed them." And therein His Divinity
shone forth as it is written of our J ehovah-Rophi, "I am the Lord
that healeth thee." Again (in Mark v. 22) we read of Jairus, a ruler
of the synagogue, coming to beseech of Jesus the restoring of his
young daughter who was lying at the point of death. "And when he
saw Him, he fell at His feet" in acknowledgment and worship! He
had been drawn to seek help from Him Who was so soon to show in
His own doing and dying that He was Lord of Resurrection Life and
Power. Hence when the Lord arrived at the house of mourning He
said, "The maid is not dead but sleepeth," for death to a believer is
but sleep in Jesus. And thus the ruler fell at Jesus' feet and
proved, as everyone of His people does who seeks His help, how He will
never refuse faith's pleadings, nor turn a seeking one away. The
Canaanitish woman of whom we spoke at the commencement recognized
Jesus as Lord and called Him so, while in her plea" she came and fell
at His feet," seeking the healing virtue of a word from Him Who
" spake as never man spake," and Who could deliver, as no earthly
priest could, the daughter possessed with a devil.
And again, we have the beautiful scene of calmness and peace and
blessedness when the people "went out to see what was done; and
came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were
departed, sitting at thefeet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and
they were afraid" (Luke viii. 35). It was too incomprehensible for
them! They had long known and shunned the poor demoniac with
the "legion" of devils, but to see him now under such changed con-
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ditions, calm, happy, clothed and rational, and sitting at the feet of
his Divine Healer and Lord, wrought fear upon the whole multitude,
and they besought Jesus to "depart from them." But not so the
much-forgiven and devil-healed man. "He besought Him that he
might be with Him!" It was so blessed, so safe, so peaceful, sitting
at Jesus' feet that he would fain remain. Howbeit" Jesus suffered
him not but sent him away, saying, Return to thine own house, and
shew how great things God hath done unto thee"; and thus the
healed man became a preacher and witness.
And then there was also that poor woman sinner, who was drawn
to Jesus for pardon, and who in her devoted love and grace-given
humility" stood at His feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash
His feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and
kissed His feet, and anointed them with the ointment" (Luke vii.
38). She found her rightful place" at Jesus' feet," and was not sent
away unforgiven. He, Who had drawn her there, and had put within
her heart a living desire and hope that He Who alone could forgive
her sins, would seal her pardon, and bid her go in peace. He was as
willing, as He was able, to pronounce her His much-forgiven child.
Again, we find another instance of adoration, worship and gratitude
in the healed leper, the only one of the "ten cleansed," and he "a
Samaritan," who, " when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and
with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His feet,
giving Him thanks." Oh, blessed spot and blessed posture! The
sinner and the Saviour on meeting-ground! A forgiven sinner worshipping at the feet of the all-forgiving Saviour, High Priest and King!
We think, too, of the highly-favoured Mary, whose rightful place, it
seemed, was ever to be at the feet of her adorable Lord and Master_
St. Lulre (x. 39) tells us this of " Mary which also sat at Jesus' feet,
and heard His word," whilst St. John (xi. 2) tells how" it was that
Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet
with her hair," and the same who in her sorrow" fell down at His
feet. saying unto Him, Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had
not died" (verse 32). She asserted a glorious truth that there was
no death where Jesus was present! He was the Lord of Life, whilst
she received comfort and sympathy from Him, Whose "compassions
fail not," and Who in reality joined His sorrowing servant and mingled
His tears with hers. Oh, gracious Lord and all-compassionate Saviour !
No wonder Mary loved this place and posture! Do not you covet it,
beloved reader 1
And do not these instances show that whatever and however varied
our need, all alike, great and small, high and low, rich and poor, need
to be brought to Jesus' feet for cleansing, healing, pardon and peace 1
"He healed them all," we read of these" lame, blind, dumb, maimed"
ones. And we say, with all reverence and humility, of course He did;
for He never sent any unhealed away who came or were brought to
Him_ He received them and dealt with them according to their need,
and His heart was full of pity joined with power, and that Divine I

250

The Gospel Magazine

Moreover, He sent a message to His dear servant John in prison, " Go
and show John again those things which ye do hear and see: the
blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the Gospel
preached to them" (Matt. xi. 4, 5).
And. did. He not recognize the faith of the four who brought their
friend, the man who was" sick of the palsy"? (Mark ii. 4). "And
when they could not come nigh unto Him for the press, they uncovered
the roof where He was, and when they had broken it up, they let down
the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay," and there at His feet the
sick man heard the all-gracious words, "Son, thy sins be forgiven
thee." Have you and I brought by faith our loved relatives and friends
to Jesus, pleading at the mercy-seat for their soul's salvation? Wait
on, then, until He give the blessing and "fulfil the desire" of your
hearts.
And lest any should be discouraged or cut themselves off as not
particularized in these characters before us, the Scripture graciously
tells us, "and many others" were subjects of His compassionate
healing and blessing. How this encourages one! He Who says" the
very hairs of your head are all numbered" knows each one individually
amongst the "many others" who have need of healing, and who,
having been taught their need, are drawn to Jesus for that for which
He alone has power to bestow. Many otheTs! It excludes none who
know their need and who also have been brought to see that it is " none
but Jesus can do helpless sinners good." Does hope spring up in your
heart, dear timid, fearing, halting one? He sent none unhealed away;
and" He healeth the broken in heart." Does not that meet your case
therefore? Oh," come unto Me," says the all-compassionate Saviour.
" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest." Venture on Him, little faith, and say, as Esther did,
" If I perish, I perish "-at the feet of the King, and touching His royal
sceptre. But none ever did, nor ever will, perish at Jesus' feet. It
is the place of victory and of triumph. "For He must reign, till He
hath put all enemies under His feet" (1 Cor. xv. 25). "And the God
of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly" (Rom. xvi. 20).
The place of blessing, therefore, is at Jesus' feet. Hear His own
gracious invitation to "Come boldly, therefore, unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of
need" (Heb. iv. 16).
The last words spoken by my maternal grandfather to his beloved
Pastor were: "I know I must be brought to the feet of Jesus," and
dear Joseph Irons wrote after that visit:
" I know I must be brought to Jesus' feet,
Or else I'm not prepared my Judge to meet;
I must be clad in righteousness Divine,
Or else Eternal Life .cannot be mine."
And just as the later temple, though far inferior in building to that
"exceeding magnifical" one built by Solomon, was more glorious

•

, •

The Gospel Magazine

251

because of the feet of Him Who trod its courts, so, dear reader, do we
not love to think that the Man of Sorrows, the Divine Healer, Who
went about doing good, had declared as He foresaw all His elect
brought as willing captives to His feet, " I will make the pl<u;e of My
feet glorious" (Isaiah Ix. 13); for there the redeemed" will worship at
His footstool," and His glory shall indeed be great in His people's
salvation. The multitude, "when they saw the dumb to speak, the
maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see, glorified
the God of Israel." The redeemed multitude, likewise, around the
Throne of God and the Lamb, will find the countless ages too short to
utter the praises of Him Who called them to His feet as willing captives
to His rule, and will, and sway, and healed and saved and blessed their
sin-sick souls I

P.

ANCIENT AND MODERN GIVING.
(From the" Free Presbyterian Magazine.")
Life and Work, the monthly organ of the Church of Scotland, has

the following striking contrast between ancient ways of giving to the
cause of God and modern. The ancient method is that recorded in
1 Chron. xxix. 6-9-" Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the
tribes of Israel, and the captains of thousands and of hundreds, with
the rulers of the king's work, offered willingly. And gave for the
service of the house of God of gold five thousand talents and ten
thousand drams, and of silver ten thousand talents, and of brass
eighteen thousand talents, and one hundred thousand talents of iron..
And they with whom precious stones were found gave them to the
treasure of the house of the Lord, by the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite.
Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, because with
perfect heart they offered willingly to the Lord."
THE MODERN METHOD.

Life and Work does not exaggerate when it describes the modern

method as follows: "Then the congregation met, the minister presiding, to consider how they should raise money for the bnilding,
enlarging, repairing, or decorating of their Church, and for the propagation of the Gospel at home and abroad. As only a few would offer
willingly, the majority resolved to organize all manner of entertainments, including raffles, palmistry, and lucky tubs, comic sketches
and fancy dress parades, dances to the accompaniment of a jazz band,
and whist drives with handsome and tempting prizes annexed thereto.
Then the people rejoiced that they had made so much money at so
little cost, yet with so much amusement to themselves and to a host
of outsiders who hadn't a scrap of interest in either Church or Gospel:
and they presented it to the Lord." Whether this worldly method
can be rightly described as giving to the Lord is another question.
But the above picture is faithfully drawn by one who has evidently
full knowledge of what he desoribes.
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Sermonlil anlJ N otelil of Setmolllil.
REDEMPTION.
A SERMON PREACHED ON WHIT-SUNDAY, 1896, BY THE
LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
" Ohrist luuh redeemed Wl from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for Wl: for it is written, Oursed is everyone that hangeth on a
tree: that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles
through J esWl Ohrist: that we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith."-GALATlANS iii. J3, 14.

WE have, dear friends, in this short Scripture an epitome of the salvation of God's people, and you observe how in this epitome the work
is shown to be the united work of Christ and the Spirit, and this ought
never to be put asunder. Christ the Redeemer fulfilled His redemption work, but it is the equally essential office of the Holy Ghost to
apply the redemption work of Christ to the sinner. We may never
separate redemption from regeneration. There is no such thing as
regeneration apart from redemption, and blessed be God it is equally
true there can be no redemption without regeneration. The Holy
Ghost stands related to Christ and Christ to the Holy Ghost, so closely,
80 intimately, that we may not, ought not, to think of the One without
the Other. Let us consequently always seek, beloved friends, to
give equal honour to the Holy Ghost and to Jesus-equal honour.
The redemption of Christ is powerless apart from the office of the
Holy Ghost, and it is the work, I repeat, of the Spirit to take of the
things of Christ and to reveal and apply them unto the hearts of the
Father's redeemed. Redemption, as our text clearly teaches us, is
the foundation of salvation. Note well the words: "Ohrist hath
redeemed us." That was a great, an important, a wonderful, statement
for the apostle to make concerning himself and those in Christ to
whom he wrote this letter, "Christ hath redeemed us." Last Lord's
Day, was it 1 I was led to remark upon this redemption, how the word
" redeemed" means "to buy back" that which has been forfeited,
that which has been lost. And so although by creation men belong
to God, yet by their apostasy from God the blessed relation in which
they stood to their Creator and the relation in which their Creator
stood to them is ruptured, is hopelessly broken. Hence, if but one
of the whole multitude of the apostate children of Adam is really to
be brought back to God, it must be effected by God Himself and
then in a way of righteous redemption, for God cannot sacrifice His
claims to obedience and He must therefore have an atonement
rendered to Him, in order to His receiving back a transgressor unto
Himself.
Now then we observe our first point, that the foundation of salvation
is redemption by substitution. Let us be quite clear on that latter
head-redemption by substitution. "Christ," says the apostle,
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" hath redeemed us " or "bought us back from the curse of 'the law
by redemption,"
being made a curse for," or instead of, US."
" The curse," says Paul, " was due to me, but Christ in grace and love
and pity chose to take my position, and He said to Justice, 'Put
that to My account, I will repay it.''' And He did. He magnified
the law which was against the transgressor, He fulfilled all righteousness, and He made an end of the sin of Paul of Tarsus by taking his
place, by becoming a curse for him, by becoming his Substitute.
There now, you see how simple God's way of salvation is. How He
can be just-rigidly just, inexorably just-see how He dealt with His
dear Son when He did become Surety, when He did take the place
of Substitute for Saul of Tarsus. He, God, spared not His Own Son
but dealt with Him as thongh He were the primary transgressor.
Christ made a curse-oh, what a marvel of truth is this, what a
subject for sinners to contemplate. No more marvellous truth has
been revealed than this truth, no truth is comparable unto this truth
for the wonder of it, for the Divinity of it, and for the effects of it.
Christ made a curse! The holy, sinIess Lamb of God becoming the
Sin-bearer and receiving in His Own bosom the rebukes of the law
that were due to His people! Here is another Scripture to the same
effect: "For He hath made Him Who knew no sin to be sin for us "
-in our place and behalf, fellow-believers, " hath made Him to be sin."
Our text says, He became a curse. So marvellous is this truth as to
imply that when sin was transferred-imputed-to Christ He was
dealt with under the law as though those transmitted, those transferred, transgressions were His Own. And to like effect were the
prophecies of the Book of Psalms. In the fortieth and the sixtyninth Psalms you have the language of the Sin-bearer, the language
of the great Redeemer, the language of Him Who became a curse for
His people, and He says: "Mine iniquities "-mark that, "Mine"
not yours; He does not speak to the Church but He speaks to a
righteous, holy God: "Mine iniquities take such hold upon Me that
I am not able to look up "-Christ made sin, Christ becoming a
H

H

curse.

And when we think, beloved, of Who He was, His relation to the
Father, the Son of His love, then we cease to wonder that the Father
accepted His Son. Oh, how costly, how inexpressibly priceless must
the redeemi ng sufIerings of Jesus have been in the estimation of the
Father Who loved Him. Christ has done it-redemption is a thing
of the past, it can never be repeated, nor can anything be added to
it. You must not add sacraments to it, you must not add repentance
to it, or faith, or works. You must leave it alone for ever, as the
Psalmist said. No man can redeem his brother from death or give
a ransom for him, it must cease, or must be let alone, for ever.
"Christ," says Paul, "hath redeemed us "-his soul rested there.
There was a time when it was far otherwise with him, when he was
spending every energy he possessed to make sure of a righteousness for himself in which to stand before God; but the Holy Ghost
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fulfilled His gracious office of quickening that poor, deluded soul and
bringing him to see-that his righteousnesses at the best were as filthy
rags, and went on to teach him how to give it all up and to count
that loss and dross which had hitherto been his religion. Ah, the
Holy Ghost and He only can enable a man to part with his religion;
it is about the last thing a sinner is disposed to do when God begins
His work of grace with him. Oh,how by nature we all cling to some
thread or tatter of our own righteousness and hold it fast till God, by
His superior power, spoils us of it. Oh, children of God, you can look
back to the time when you struggled with God about that question,
about clinging to your righteousness, and you know it was His superior
power, His superior grace, which took the last thread and rag of that
self-righteousness from your hold. And it requires the grace of God
the Father, of God the Son, and of God the Holy Ghost to enable a
man, a sinful man, to say from the deeps of his heart: "Nothing in
my hand I bring." "Christ hath," saith Paul now as a believer,
"redeemed us from the curse of the law." The law no longer thunders
in terror against us and frowns upon us. The law is on our side. Ah,
grace again, grace prevailing! See how God can turn an enemy into
a friend. See how He can turn the curse into a blessing, just as He
did in the case of Balaam who went to curse Israel. How powerless
he was who had purposes to curse the people of God, purposes in his
heart to curse them. He was bound when God put forth His power
to bear witness to this effect, "I have no pow~r to say, to speak, a
word good or evil, I am in the hands of a superior Power, my lips
are not mine own." And 10, it came to pass God put a blessing in
the unclean lips of Balaam and he altogether blessed God's people,
to the great disappointment of the king who, at no small cost, had
engaged this man to curse the people of God. So the law which was
against us, against us as we were men by nature, children of wrath
by nature, is now in consequence of the perfect work of Jesus, the
perfected obedience of Christ to that law, is now altogether on our
side, and has nothing hut blessing for us-nothing hut blessing for us.
Do remember that, that both the law and the Gospel are on the side
of the believer.
Do not think of the law as your enemy, dear child of God. It is
not so. The law is engaged on your behalf in Christ for your benefit.
The law is holy. The law is just. The law is good. It was made
for transgressors, but it is on the side of the obedient, and you as
believers are accepted in the obedient One. His obedience is yours.
Every right word He ever spoke, every right motive He ever conceived-and He never uttered a wrong word nor made a mistake in
His motives-all, every act of obedience rendered by Him to the
law of God is put down to the believer's account. "Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us:
for it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree."

(To be cone/wled.)
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A NAIL IN A SURE PLACE.
ISAIAH xxii. 23.
EVERYTHING in this life is uncertain, insecure. We cannot feel sure·
of anything, especially in these changing times-<lhanging customs,
changing people, and changing circumstances. Nothing is sure: so
often the unexpected comes. However complete the plans, yet.
suddenly the prospect is changed, and we know and feel how powerless.
we are, how short our sight. But the Word of the Lord abideth. We
have His Covenant promises, which stand for ever. We have a sure·
foundation, a sure anchor (Heb. vi. 19), sure dwellings (Isa. xxxiii. 16),
sure mercies (Isa. Iv. 3). All is sure and steadfast in the Lord's dealings
with His people. He never faileth--never. And so, as we read, "1
will fasten Him as a nail in a sure place," we know He will. He is.
faithfnl that promised, and His "1 wills " are absolute. In the passage
from which these words are taken they refer to Eliakim, "My servant
Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah," but they are typical of the Lord Jesus..
The "1 "-" I will fasten him " is the language of Jehovah, and the
" him" is His well-beloved Son-" I will fasten Him." So the
Covenant is doubly sure-the Fastener and the Nail.
Now the nail is a large nail or peg in the East, on which in ancient.
houses were suspended the ornaments and treasures of the family.
The sense or meaning of the passage is that all that is valuable to the
nation (the house of Judah, verse 21) shall rest securely on Him. What
a sweet picture of the redeemed and the Redeemer.
Eliakim, as his name implies (whom God establishes) is here plainly
a type of this God-Man, Christ, the Son of David, of whom Isaiah
(chap. ix. 6) uses the same language in tbis first part of Isaiah xxii. 22,
and Christ uses it in Rev. iii. 7.
We read in Ezm ix. 8, " And now for a little space grace hath been.
showed from the Lord our God to leave us a remnant to escape and
to give us a nail in His Holy Place, that our God may lighten our eyes,
and give us a little reviving in our bondage." In this verse the word
" nail" is used of the large spike driven into the ground to fasten the
cords of the tent. "1 will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he
shall be for a glorious throne to his father's house. And they shall
hang upon him all the glory of his father's house, the offspring and the
issue, all vessels of small quantity (do note this, dear reader), from the
vessels of cups even to all the vessels of flagons." So sweetly does the
Lord reckon all His treasures. He places all His glory on the " nail
in a sure place." What if the nail gives way 1 Nay, it never will give
way. It is in a sure place, the everlasting Covenant of the everlasting
Jehovah. " And I willjasten Him-as a nail in a sure place."
"Firm as a rock His truth will stand,
When rolling years shan cease to move."
And what is all the glory of His Father's house 1 It is grace here,
and glory hereafter. Just think of the expression, "His Father's-

.
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house," and the words, "He shall be for a glorious throne to His
Father's house." Then" they shall hang upon Him aU the glory of
His Father's house."
.. The Lamb is all the glory
Of Immanuel's Land."
.. In My Father's house are many mansions," or dwelling-places.
"I go to prepare a place for you "-you, dear reader, and me.
Do you not see in these words the vital living union between Christ
And His people 1 "I in them," even the glory. He Himself for the
glorious throne, and then the hanging upon Him all the glory. The
nail-the fastened nail-is "in a sure place "-no cracking walls, or
<lrumbling mortar, or faulty building-for .. I the Lord" Jehovah
Himself will fasten, and He knows the sure place, whereon all His
-treasures shall be displayed to view, blood-bought treasures, " precious
-in My sight."
What is this glory hanging upon Him 1 His own dear ones. Remember His own words (John xvii. 10), ." I am glorified in them," and
" the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them." The Word of
{}od is full of the glory of God revealed in the Person of His dear Son
Jesus Christ, and full of His gracious assurances to His Spirit-taught
people in Him. One feels the i=ensity of that expression, .. Thy God
thy glory." "The glory of God in the Face of Jesus Christ," not with
,a vail over the face as in the case of Moses, but .. with open face
beholding as in a glass." And this .. glass" means a mirror which
·reflects not· a glass through which we look, but a reflecting mirror.
And as we behold we are changed into the same image from glory to
glory, transformed. Oh, the wonder is we can ever turn our eyes away,
for gazing we are transformed. That dear face, so full of love, that
face which was marred on earth for us, that we might be fair in Him
and one in Him in glory, in His Father's house. Think of it in all its
fulness and sweetness and security! I would fain close this paper
with words from Dr. Hawker's portions: .. Behold Him as He is in
Himself, in His Person, work, and righteousness; Jesus Christ, the
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever. Next contemplate Him as
the source, origin, fountain, and support of all the great things of
salvation. There is not a purpose of God but is founded on Christ;
not a promise but is made, confirmed and fulfilled in Chiist; and not
a dispensation in all the kingdoms of nature, grace and glory, but comes
from Christ and His own righteous government. Go on, and behold
Jesus as a nail in a sure place, and that the persons, concerns, and
blessings of His people all hang on Him: from Him they derive all
their spiritual strength, gifts, graces, authority, order and appointment; on Him they all depend for life, ability, power and disposition
to carry it on; and to Him the whole glory of their services return, in
an endless revenue of praise. Lastly, and above all ... behold the
Hand of God thy Father both fixing Him there and proclaiming it to
-the souls of His people. .. I will fasten Him," saith Jehovah, .. as a
nail in a sure place; and He shall be for a glorious throne to His
o
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Father's house. . . . How can a soul perish that hangs on God's
Christ 1 "
Thus, dear soul, thou canst never perish. Fastened by J ehovah
that Nail will hold thee and all thy concerns safely. Fix thy gaze
upon Him. "All things of earth will grow strangely dim" in that
glowing face of radiance and supremely tender love. In that reflection
thou shalt be transformed from glory to glory. His glory is thy glory,
and thy glory is His glory. "Nothing can untwine His life from
thine."
NETrIE.
LETTERS FROM CHINA.
How ANKING WAS EVACUATED BY MISSIONARIES.
OUR readers will remember that our youngest son (Mr. S. Hpughton)
left England last August for China as a missionary of the China Inland
Mission. With many other young men of the C.I.M. he has been
stationed at the Anking Training Home, learning the language.
The following letters received by us on April 26th tell of his thrilling
experiences in ·connection with the evacuation of Anking by British,
American and German Missionaries.
"LETTER I.-China Inland Mission, as from Shanghai.
"THE 'PALACE HOTEL,' ANKING.
" March 27th, 1927, 12.30 p.m.
" It may be news to you that this city boasts of a hotel with plenty
of accommodation and every primitive convenience. For the last
forty-three hours or so fourteen of us have lived in an apartment roughly
fifteen feet long, nine feet wide, and nine feet high. The furniture
consists of two wide boards on trestles covered with several wadded
quilts, a fair-sized table, a small table, a stool and three chairs. On
one wall hang four scrolls, and opposite, a duck and a piece of pork of
many months' duration!
Eight of us sleep here and the other six
go to another inn where our goods are.
" This is my first taste of what might be called hardship. I am
very glad it has come .fairly early in my experience. To a young man
who is physically fit, and who has a passionate longing to do God's
will, such hardship is not only valuable but acceptable-at least that
is the view I take. At present, while I have no responsibilities, the
only hardships possible are physical, so I welcome them if they are sent
of God as this one certainly is.
" I must go back to the' events of nearly a week ago in order to
explain why we are here. I shall not post this till we are' out of the
wood," so it may be a long letter.
" Last Monday, the 21st, the three Germans went down to the riverside and waited till 1.30 for a boat to take them up river to Hankow.
They had received word from the German H..Q. of the Liebenzeller
Mission, to which they belong,. and which is allied to the C.I.M. for its
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Chinese work, that if we went to Shanghai they must proceed to
Dhangsha (Hunan). Perhaps I told you this in my last letter.
" During the week the servants of the Political Bureau officials on
~ur premises slept in the church and tore to shreds three Chinese
eharacters which adorn the platform-Faith, Hope and Charity.
Otherwise they took no steps against the Christians. Quite a number
of soldiers took possession of part of the American Episcopal Buildings
without asking any questions. Apparently the Americans were
expecting their property to be left untouched.
"One of the chief officials came to interview Mr. Taylor and Mr.
Mair on Tuesday. He professed to have nothing against any Government: all he objected to was' Imperialism"! Of this Britain is said
to have been grossly guilty.
"There was trouble in the city on Wednesday and several were
wounded. The facts are unknown, but some Labour Union official
was involved. General Chiang is an anti-Bolshevist, so many say, and
eertainly there are two distinct parties amongst the Nationalists~ne pro- and the other anti-Bolshevik."

\e

"LETTER n.-c/o. Mrs. E. J. Lee, Anking, China.

••
••

"AMERICAN EPISCOPAL MISSION,

"Tuesday, March 29th, 1927.
" These are days of glorious thrill to one of my temperament. The
excitement has two sides to it--a pleasant and an unpleasant, but
throughout we have been mystified and fascinated by God's leading.
The bald facts are these. I can fill in details on the boat down to
Shanghai (D.V.).
"Friday, March 25th, 1927.-Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Taylor, Mr.
Johnston, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas, Scott, Walker, Casto, Fitzwilliam,
Martin, Dr. Taylor, Harrison, Olsen, after waiting for 33 hours at the
riverside in an inn, caught the Ta Chi for Shanghai.
" The rest of us were expecting to take the Nanyang Maru next
day.
" At 5.0 p.m. that day we settled in the inn and waited till Sunday
evening at 7.0 p.m.-50 hours, when circumstances made it advisable
for us to take refuge in the American compound. No boat arrived en
route for Shanghai. We were housed mostly in pairs-a of us in all.
" Monday, March 28th.-Various telegrams sent off. General Wang
interviewed by Americans, etc., who at last began to see that the
situation even for them was serious.
"Midnight.-Telegram arrived saying that the destroyer HulMrt
(American) would arrive at Anking to evacuate all foreigners on March
29th-morning.
" March 29th.-We were all up very early this morning: we have
nothing here but what we stand up in so there is nothing for us to do.
Our bedding is still at the inn, and the few valuables we have, in small
attache cases or parcels. Whether we shall be able to get hold of them
before we leave is at present unknown.
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.. I wish I could come home for a week and· give you some real idea
()f the conditions! It is impossible to convey to you any adequate
idea of the position in less than ten pa/(es or so.
.. Later: 9.45.-Destroyer sighted from the hospital! Dr. Taylor
(American) has gone out to meet it and discuss how best to arrange
for our evacuation. It will be wise to avoid being seen more than is
necessary. There are about forty Americans and fourteen British
to be evacuated. It is a very good thing a British gunboat has not
come. The Chinese soldiers here would probably have fired at it.
News travels so fast that no doubt the whole city )mows all foreigners
are leaving.
" The supposed gunboat has not materialized. Someone gave a false
alarm. I am staying with the Rev. Lee, and there are three topping
children.
(continued later.)

111.-

"

a.s.s.

Hulhert,
.. (Torpedo Boat),
.. Wednesday, M arch 30th, 1927.
"My cup of romance is brimming over! Here am I skimming the
surface of the Yangtse waters towards Kiukiang on a destroyer! I
believe I would have been more ready to leave England if I had known
this experience was coming my way! Beneath what I suppose many
might consider a calm controlled exterior lurks a passionate love of
adventure. This destroyer arrived at 1.0 p.m. yesterday off Anking,
and two messages were dispatched from the Commodore telling us some
facts of the serious nature of the trouble at Nanking, aoout which we
had heard only rumours. He advised immediate evacuation, saying
that this might be the last opportunity when official protection might
be available. In an hour and an half we were at the riverside, having
been escorted there by the most miserable military esco~t I have ever
seen. They were Chinese, of course. All had umbrellas slung on their
backs and I don't believe they would have been any use if the mob had
chosen to attack us. Providentially the news that American torpedoboats had fired at Nanking had not reached the general people, so they
still were moderately friendly though we heard mutterings of ' kill the
foreigner.' This boat is going to Kiukiang, where we are to stay till a
down-river steamer can take us to Shanghai. We have been treated
splendidly by the American officers and crew. As we left Anking two
riRe-bullets, fired by irresponsible soldiers, whizzed over the boat, but
the Commodore decided to anchor for the night a little up the river so as
to avoid any further incident. Most of us slept on deck and thoroughly
enjoyed a night in the starlight.
"You will no doubt have received official news of the trouble at
Nanking, and I hope of the safe evacuation of Anking. There were
about fifty of us altogether, including children. It was very sad to see
the crowds of Chinese women saying goodbye to Mrs. Lee, my hostess.
She seems to have won their hearts. The Chinese nurses wailed as they
.. LETTER

260

The Gospel Magazine

gave up their little American babies into their mothers' hands. It was
rather like a funeral procession as we left Anking. For us C.I.M. people
it was quite different. The Americans had been taken so much by
surprise. My next letter must be from Kiukiang.
- " By the way, all our goods were brought safely on board through
Mr. Yen, so the C.I.M. party lost nothing."

•

"LETTER IV.-

"C.I.M., KIUKIANG,
" March 31st, 1927.
"Here I am in a looted house! This is where Mr. Tull lived and
where, originally, Mr. Archibald Orr-Ewing was. Apparently the
looting was largely confined to the mass of stores, which Mr. Tull is
responsible to see into the interior, and his own valuables-gramophone,
etc. Not much window-smashing was done and most of the furniture
is still here. There is the original C.I.M. house just near by, but it seems
to be tumbling down.
"When we reached Kiukiang at 1.0 p.m. yesterday, Messrs. Mair,
Shepherd and I came ashore to see if there was anyone in the C.I.M.
house, and here we found three C.I.M. ladies from Kian (Kiangsi) and
Mr. Blasner (of the Germ. Alliance Mission) who had escorted them from
the interior. They said there would be room for us all, and we were
preparing to leave to tell the others, when in walked the British Consul,
Ogden, and the Commander of the British destroyer, Stewart. They
had come to see that we had enough accommodation and to tell us that
if the need arose we should make our way across the road through the
drive of another house into the British Consulate.
" A few minutes later all our C.I.M. party was safely housed here.
There are a number of rooms locked, but we have enough accommodation at night by unpacking our bedding and sleeping on various Hoors
and spring-beds. The variety of our experiences is making us thirst
for more! We rigged up a deck tennis net this afternoon and got some
exercise on a lawn here. Shortly after 4.0 p.m. an agent of the British
Company called "Jardine and Matheson" called with three young
naval officers from the British destroyer Wild Swan. Apparently there
is a Jardine boat going down river to-morrow which we can catch.
It will arrive here after 6.0 a.m., so we must be up early.
" Last week, they told us, 2500 Chinese soldiers illegally chartered a
Jardine boat near Hankow and came down river. The British destroyer
here st.eamed out to meet it and ordered all the soldiers to disarm and
pay an .indemuity! Then they landed them on the shore, but the
Chinese soldiers already stationed here considered their hrothers-inarms had behaved very weakly and had a hand-to-hand fight on shore.
Fortunately, any further calamity was avoided, but you really never
know what may happen any minute these days in China.
" My next letter will be written on board, I hope. When I write my
circular you will be able to trace more easily the wonderful way we hav"
been glided through all and give thanks with me.
" I would not have missed these experiences for anything."
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" S.S. Tung Wo, (Jardine & Matheson Co.),
" On the Yangtse, CmN A.
" April 2nd, 1927.
" I am sitting in a saloon which I imagine is meant for the Chinese
1st Class passengers on ordinary occasions. In it are two important
personages, sleeping peacefully-the Bishop of Anking and Mr. Mair !
The rest of the room is taken up with camp beds and baggage. It is
here that we slept last night and here that a number of the foreigners
feed. I must pick up the thread of my last letter.
" Instead of leaving KIUKIANG at 6.0 a.m. yesterday, as we expected,
we did not get on board till 7.30 p.m., as the Jardine boat arrived more
then twelve hours later than scheduled time. It is my nature to relate
details, as you know, but there are so many facts that I simply can't.
We kept in touch with Co=ander Stewart and the Consul, as well as
with Jardine's agent. During the afternoon a few of us were escorted
over the Wild Swan-the British T. B. D. stationed here. It is larger
than the American one we came by, and we were shown the various
guns, torpedoes, engines, searchlights, etc. Do you realize that a
torpedo can travel six miles after being released from the ship and each
costs a few thousand dollars?
" Kiukiang does not seem to be much of a place. Of course, we have
only seen the foreign concession, and the weather has been distinctly
poor. The Bund is, I suppose, about a quarter of a mile long and con·
tains quite a number of business houses. There is one other main street
parallel to it on which the C.I.M. stands. To most people, missionaries,
I mean, it is only of interest as the jumping-off ground for KUPNG, a
mountain su=er resort. We could see the mountain range for some
time before we arrived at KIUKIANG.
" After getting on board last night we had a big job to get any
accommodation. Finally, the ladies were put downstairs in a Chinese
third-class cabin, and we men got this saloon fitted with camp beds.
This morning the American party, which had stayed at the Standard
Oil Company's house, came on board, and we needed only a pilot before
we could set off. He arrived about 12.0 on a Jardine boat coming from
Shanghai. A launch with an armed party of British sailors boarded
the steamer before allowing any Chinese passengers on.
" After tea the question of running a service came up, and the
Americans asked the C.I.M. to arrange for one in the morning. The
Bishop strongly urged this. He has had flu himself. Mr. Mair has a
very bad cold, so he asked me to take it! As usual, I came in for a
risky job, but as usual, I did not refuse though I have a horror of
speaking at very short notice, and in the present circumstances privacy
for preparation is quite impossible. We have been glad to do small
services for the American party by providing bedding, etc., seeing that
they treated us so kindly on their compound. The meals have been
well organized by the ladies. As a rule this boat caters for about a
dozen foreigners! Now there are well over a hundred. Numbers are
sleeping on the floor. The men help to serve at the tables and the
"LETTER
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women wash up. It is a most amusing existence. Some people never
take their clothes off.
" Monday, ApriI4th.-Yesterday, Sunday, at about 8.30 we reached
Wuhu and here we stayed till 1.0 o'clock, taking a good deal of cargo
on board. At 10.30 we got the saloon ready for the service, and the
service began at about 10.40. The room was well crammed and people
sat in chairs outside, too. We first rose and sang the Doxology; then
we had a C.-of-E. prayer which was followed by the singing of 'Jesu,
Lover of My Soul.' Shepherd then prayed and Mr. AlIen Lee read
Phil iv. 4-20, after which we sang' Rock of Ages.' These hymns were
unaccompanied and sung from memory. The congregation included
quite a number of Lutheran missionaries from Hupeh, and a few
Russian women who seem to be the wives of business people. Of course,
all the C.I.M. party were there and nearly all the Americans including
the Bishop.
" , The Lord stood by me and strengthened me,' and I had not the
slightest feeling of nervousness, a new experience for me. I had a
glorious text-Phi!. iii. 7-1D--with special reference to Paul's aim, to win Christ,' to ' know Him and the power of His resurrection and
the fellowship of His sufferings.' It was a great privilege to speak for
Christ to so many missionaries, many of whom differ in so many points
of view from ourselves. We finished the service by singing' When I
Survey the Wondrous Cross,' which was followed by the Benediction
which I asked the Bishop to pronounce.
"During the afternoon the Bishop's 'vife, who is about 20 years
younger than he, and a delightful lady, came to us and asked if we
could not come and sing in the evening some well-known hymns. We
gladly agreed. Quite a number gathered and we had a good time.
" At 6.30 p.m. we reached Nanking and saw the hill, famous for the
shelling which two American destroyers and one British put up to
prevent the Europeans in the Standard Oil Coy's building from being
mutilated. A business man who knows Mr. Mair came on board last
night and told how all the Europeans were let down over the city
wall eventually by ropes.
" The few business men left are on board the Emerald---a British
light cruiser stationed at Nanking. There is no doubt that the attacks
on foreigners were deliberately planned by the military, and the
Southerners have now lost face in the eyes of America. We hear that
it is believed that the Powers are about to issue an ultimatum to China.
It is said that 70 per cent of all the missionaries who have left their
stations have gone home on furlough.
" This morning while passing a fort, all the women and children had
to take cover by the order of the captain, and the destroyer accompanying us was prepared Ior any emergency. During the afternoon three
Chinese destroyers passed us and lowered their Southern flags in response
to the lowering of ours.
" Our escort has just left us (5.0 p.m.), as we are nearing the mouth
of the river, and have passed all danger points.
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"We expect to reach Shanghai to-morrow morning. No doubt we
shall anchor during the night.
"Thursday, April 7th.-We arrived safely on Tuesday and were
taken to the Croft's house where we are having meals at present. I
caught a cold the last night on board. All of the others have them, too,
and my eyes are like a running tap.
"We have a fine house, standing in its own grounds, with a patch of
grass about 30 yards long in front, so we can·play deck tennis well.
" Seven are sleeping in the room I'm in. So you can imagine they
are pretty big rooms.
"Our servants and teachers cannot come till a boat arrives at Anking.
So we must wait. There is plenty of second-hand furniture to be had,
and we are pretty well fixed up now. It is the best of the fourteen
houses the Mission has hired, a wonderful provision of God.
" On Wednesday we went to the prayer meeting on the C.I.M. compound, and I met Messrs. Polhill, Parsons, Funnell, Curtis, Bevan,
~tc., etc.
This afternoon I went to Dr. Hillier's wedding at the
Cathedral. I wasn't invited so I could not go to the reception. It
went off splendidly. Bishop Mowll took it.
" The Szechwan new people hope to see the latter on Saturday. He
goes home on Tuesday next, I hear. I came back in the train with
Rev. and Mrs. Mann, of Mienchow, who told me G-- has gone to
Chefoo. I also met Mr. Maxwell. Dr. Anderson is getting married
in Australia.
" The Manus have asked me to tea to meet Dr. Lechler and others,
but at present we cannot accept invitations till our programme is
settled. I saw Mr. and Mrs. Woodhams also. He has got a delightful
wife."
PART AND LOT.
1 WAS going down St. Michael's Hill, Bristol, the other day, as I do
most days, and often thank the Lord for His sweet mercy in putting
~uch a walk into my daily lot. I noticed that a good many children
were coming up as from the Church at the bottom, with large buns
in their hands; and I remembered having seen the same thing before.
Probably it is a yearly distribution. Some of them, boys or girls, were
eating their buns. Some had put them into their pockets. Some had
wrapped them up. Some were treating them as if they were balls.
Some of the children looked happy. Some were qnite without expres~ions of joy. More than half-way down the hill a little girl appeared
walking by herself, and with her bun partly eaten. She seemed
entirely happy, and looking at me with a great smile said, "Got it at
the Church-for nothing: you can have one." "My dear child," I
thought spontaneously and in as many words, " I am afraid you are an
Anninian." But I returned the abundant smile, and we passed on.
She went upwards to where the air is clearer, where the sun is seen
rising in the east and setting in the west, and where the horizon is
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bounded by little hills rejoicing on nearly every side. I went downwards, passed the Church, downwards to the city where men are, and
where, as David said, strife and contention are to be seen. And I
thought of my disqualifications and the conditions which forbade to
me the happiness that the little girl had in her bun. I was not a child.
I did not belong to the parish of St. MichaeI. I could not plead that,
having learned of the good things which were to be had or heard at the
Church, I had come from the ends of the town and had been graciously
received and accepted as one of the flock. Still, I was sure that they
were kind people who gave away the buns, and had every confidence
that if I could have presented a wan, starved face, and the all.xious
look of hunger, and could have begged with the importunity that is
born of want, pity would have been stirred, and I would not have been
sent empty away. But I was not hungry, the large plain bun with a
few random currants had no attraction, even as it had none to the
rich children of the parish. The long and short of it was that I had
neither the claim of relationship, nor the title of character, neither the
interest in nor the desire for what pleased the little one so much, and
her statement that I could have one, however kindly felt, was ignorant
and useless. Then I thought of what Peter said to Simon. He had
neither part nor lot in the matter: no part in the relationship which
God made, before they were bom, between Himself and a multitude
of men, and no lot with these, the children of His foreknowledge and
love. He had no part in the redemption of Jesus, the exalted Prince
and Saviour, and no lot with those to whom repentance and remission
of sins were given. He had no part in the commission of the blessed
Comforter, and no lot with those who were taught of Him. He was
not mentioned when Christ said, " All that the Father giveth Me shall
come to Me." It was no encouragement to his dead soul that none
are cast out who come. They are the same ones. And so the prodigal
came. It is lovely to think that it was the son who came to the father.
The father did not leave his habitation to bring the wanderer back.
His own home was his resting place. From there he could see a great
way off, and the day was to come when hunger and want would bring
the son back. If Joseph's ten brethren had been asked what brought
them to Egypt, they would have said, "Hunger." Their stores were
exhausted, their families were famishing, but their father had heard
of corn, and had sent them to the only place where it was to be had,
and they had come, full indeed of diffidence and fear and apprehension
and a sense of guilt, but they had come to buy some. And Joseph saw
them and yearned, but one was still wanting, and the feast could not
be spread until he had arrived. Go and bring him, and then all was
ready. They had come because they were hungry. They were feasted
because they were Joseph's brethren.
And was it not the hunger of love that brought Ruth from Moab to
Bethlehem 1 She did not know that she was to be the wife of Boaz
and the mother of Obed, but she knew that she loved Naomi, her people
and her God, and she wanted their lot to be hers. And she went and
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gleaned in the field, and he to whom all belonged, with his own hand
and because she was his, reached her parched corn, and she ate and
was sufficed and saved some for her mother-in-law. What a happy
family they were, living on the alms of J ehovah, Whose they were, and
Who- had by His Own. invisible but invincible power drawn them to
Himself. They had returned and come to be fed on the dainties of
heaven. "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled."
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE "ALLS" IN PSALM XXXIV.
" I am persuaded that neither death nor life . . . shall be able to separate
usfrom the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." "Nay,
in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that
1000ed US."-ROMANS viii. 37, 39.
THE six" ails" in Ps. xxxiv. give us a most helpful and encouraging
view of the Christian's prospects and forces. May God the Spirit
bring each one home to all our hearts. Before looking into them in
order, however, let us consider three things.
1. Who is speaking 1 Ps. xxxiv., like every other part of the Bible,
is the Word of God. That is, every iota of it is Divinely inspired.
It is therefore God's own Word to you and to me. Hence since our
God is Almighty, the words have a power behind them beyond any
other book.
2. To whom are the words addressed 1 To the Lord's saints. Yes!
and they will only come with saving power and life-giving strength
to the children of God. The psalm is a true, terse statement of the
mercies, conflicts, trials and victories which are sure to accompany
the believer throughout his earthly course.
3. How will the psalm do us any good 1 By the Holy Spirit applying
the words to our own case--to our heart, to our need, to our circumstances. We do well to remember that the foregoing is applicable to
the whole of the Word of God. Jehovah wrote it; He wrote it for
the good of His own people; and He, by His Spirit, causes it to be an
engrafted Word to us, that it may bring forth fruit to His praise.
Thus it helps us in our daily experience; it strengthens us for work
and warfare; and it urges us onward in our Christian path. "Holy
Bible, book Divine! Precious treasure, thou art mine!" Now let us
consider each" all " in order.
Verse 1: "I will bless the Lord -at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth." Many mercies are ever about us. Therefore "praise" "at all times" befits the believer. There is-yea,
under most trying and depressing conditions-a superabundance to
praise for! The mercies of redemption first and foremost: a Father
in heaven; a Saviour given; a Comforter provided; and a home
preparing! Then forgiveness assured to the penitent; a renewed
heart bestowed by God's own power through His Spirit; and the
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certainty of a blessed, sinless future. These are our privileges, our
possessions and our prospects in Christ Jesus. They are given by the
grace of God, to be grasped by the hand of faith. Surely they call
for incessant praise! Again there are preventing grace, presiding
grace and following grace to inspire praise. "All" these and many,
many more, are perpetual, never-ceasing mercies freely bestowed,
beside the thousand daily natural and physical causes for praise.
And beyond these again, are the special uplifts and blessings and
answered prayers, "all" calling aloud for special thanksgiving.
Verily there is much more to praise for than we shall find time, breath
or thought to express! "His praise shall continually be in my mouth,"
and yet much will be forgotten and left out!
•
Verse 4: "I sought the Lord and He heard me and delivered me
from all my fears." Conflict is inevitable. It will surely beset us
most of our journey. And conflict brings conflicting" fears" of many
kinds and of many things. Yet David says that when he " sought the
Lord," " He delivered (him) from all (his) fears." What a wonderfully
large statement. It is not often while we are in the flesh, that our
faith can thus express itself! We are so full of fears, and truly our
spiritual causes for fear, as well as our temporal causes, are very
numerous. Yet the child of God may depend so absolutely .on his
Lord, that though he meets much to engender" fears," he may still
·pass fearlessly through them" all." Though his fears may seemingly
be quite legitimate, they are-seeing the God with Whom he has to
do-quite illegitimate. Dear fearful child of God, look up to Him.
Then your" fears" will betake themselves away as He bestirs your
faith to overcome your fears. He holds all thy causes for fear, He
upholds thee. He surrounds thee. Why then give way to fear?
He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?" "All
things" includes freedom from "fears," because He will Himself
meet and overcome all your dangers. See how definitely David puts
it; I sought . . . He heard . . . and delivered." Seeking, hearing
and delivering invariably go together. Howbeit we may be at times
kept waiting long, yet the Deliverer will surely come to our rescue.
If we seek Him in our need, He will hear and deliver us in His own good
time and way.
Verses 6, 17: "This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him,
and saved him out of all his troubles"; "The righteous cry, and the
Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles." Trials
are truly our lot below. But let us remember that our God deals
with them for us. Almighty power controls them "all," whether
they come to one alone or to several people at once. What is true
of one member of Christ's body is equally true of every member. He
is not more good to, or more careful of, one child than another. Hence
we are assured, when one "man cried . . . the Lord heard him,
and saved him out of all his troubles"; and when many" cry . . .
the Lord heareth . . . and delivereth them out of all their troubles."
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It is always safe to cry and He is always safe to hear. Whether we
say, "I went with the multitude," or whether only" two or three are
gathered together in (His) name," He i8 ever a prayer-hearing and a
prayer-answering God. If we but hasten to Him for help, He will
hasten to help us.
Verse 19: "Many are the affiictions of the righteous; but the Lord
delivereth him out of them all." Victory is sure finally, however
bewildering our present path. For the Lord cannot be defeated, and
He wills to bring His blood-bought people tQ a perfect home at last.
But during the earthly journey we shall have" many . . . affiictions."
Exemption from them is never promised-final deliverance " out of
.them all " is. Here" many," long and complicated will our " affiictions" be, but sufficient to overwhelm us will they surely not be!
" The Lord sitteth above the waterflood." Therefore, though trying
to the flesh and fettering to the spirit, our " affiictions" are sent in
love and faithfulness by our God to draw us to Himself and to wean us
from earth. Moreover there is a God-set time for each and every
" affiiction "-" all" will co=ence and cease at the appointed
moment. For this glorious Psalm embraces everything; "all times"
-" all . . . fears "-" all . . . troubles "-and the whole man himself including his redemption, as the la"t " all " shows.
Verse 20: "He keepeth all His bones, not one of them is broken."
Doubtless this is both past, and present, and future, and is doubly
typical. Our Redeemer has bespoken a perfect body, ." complete in
Him," with every separate " bone" unbroken. " For we are members
of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones" (Eph. v. 30). Hence as
to Himself when" they crucified Him," " a bone of Him shall not be
broken," was literally fulfilled. That is past, but is still being carried
out and will be true to everlasting. His own language about His
body is, " I may tell all My bones" (Ps. xxii. 17). Not one member
of His body is overlooked or invisible to Him. Much less forgotten
by Him. Albeit as yet He can truly say, " All My bones are out of
joint" (verse 14), it will not be true much longer. The prophet
Ezekiel saw a i( valley . .. full of bones," "very many," "very
dry," while apparently "not one was broken," but "all (of them
were) out of joint." "Can these bones live? " (Ezek. x=vii. 1-10).
Verily, yes! "All my bones shall say, Lord, Who is like unto Thee,
which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him; yea,
the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him ? " (Ps. xxxv. 10).
Truly Satan is the present spoiler of the Church, and he is " too strong
for" us, but not too strong for the One Who is stronger than he.
" The poor and the needy" shall ultimately be delivered" from him
that spoileth him," as a complete, whole body with no broken" bones" !
No permanent injury can or will come to the perfect body of Christ
which He has purchased with His own blood. He holds Himself
responsible to His Father for us. Therefore He upholds the Church
from day to day by His Spirit throughout her human vicissitudes.
Consequently He breaks "the bones" of her human sins, but never
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the bones of His spiritual body (Ps. li. 8). Surely the body is even
now looking up for its Head as never before! Will it be long ere
.. the bones (come) together, bone to His bone "-the Head to the
body 1 Daily events seem loudly answering, No! May the Head
hasten the time when the conflicts and trials of the body will be over,
and nothing but the mercies and the victories remain. Meanwhile
let the weak and feeble members rejoice that Almighty power" keepeth
all His bones," and will finally gather them "bone to His bone."
The spoiler, death, will be entirely despoiled! Not one "bone"
will be lacking when the end comes. Death cannot hide them, cremation cannot destroy them, and Satan cannot break them. Life cannot,
with all its tempests, tribulations and temptations, disunite the Head
from the body.
He Who " keepeth all His bones," will also " keep the feet of His
saints." For" Christ is the Head of the Church, and He is the Saviour
of the body."
New Eltham, S.E.9.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

~otttsponbenct.

THE LATE MRS. RUSSELL, OF OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-A very devoted lover of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was called Home towards the end of last year, Mrs. Russell, of
Oakland, California. For many years she has looked forward to it
month by month with great eagerness. It was always to her a much
blessed means of gr.ace, the " good news from a far country" was as
"cold waters to a thirsty soul." Well remembered is her distress
when in the war time on a few occasions the Magazine failed to reach
her, and she could not be satisfied without it. She was a constant
and generous supporter of the Magazine fund. She loved to contribute to it and looked upon it as one of her privileges. "It is a
great joy to me," she wrote, "to send the. money for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, both for the subscription and for the fund, I don't know
what I should do without it." She lost a son in the war, fighting
during the last few days before the Armistice was declared, and who
can tell the depths of her sorrow and the extent of her bereavement
but He Who bore the grief of His blood-bought children, and carried
their sorrows 1 She wonderfully and graciously acquiesced in His will,
though her mother-heart never recovered from the loss. Years afterwards she wrote: "I still miss him terribly and his gentle, loving
ways, but the Lord Jesus knows best, and what we know not now
we shall know hereafter." She could look forward to the reunion
in the Redeemer's blissful presence when they would be together
"with Him" for evermore. She had much comfort in remembering
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that the Lord Jesus to-day in the Glory has the same tender, compassionate heart of love which He had "yesterday" upon earth,
when He restored with Almighty power and so great joy her beloved
and only son to the sorrowing, widowed mother of Nain (she herself
was a widow). In a few pencil lines written towards the end of her
days here she says she had so enjoyed four" He knows" that had
been sent to her, " especially' He knoweth our frame, He TemembeTeth
that we are dust.' It is so good of Him to remember that." Very
strongly she realized the truth of the one-ness in Christ Jesus of all
the members of His redeemed family, and would write of the contributors to the pages of the Magazine in terms of Christian love, and
in deep appreciation of their ministry. And consistent,ly with that,
as a member by sovereign grace of the mystical Body of Christ the
words" whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it,"
were to her a practical reality and she" suffered," as enabled, with
Buffering members, meeting them by faith around "one common
Mercy-seat," though otherwise "sundered far." Very precious to
her was the blood of the Lamb. She had proved its all-sufficiency,
its all-efficiency, and she delighted in that exalted theme. She asked
<lnce for a copy of the hymn, well known to Clifton Conference friends :
" What was it washed my sins a.waYI

And turned my darkness inlo day,
Despoiling Satan of his prey?
The blood of Christ."
Very precious to her is the blood of the Lamb, should perhaps be
written-even more precious now, for
" Oh I What shall keep me in that height.
And soften. to my soul's delight,
Th' unclouded blaze of holy Light?
The Sa.viour's blood."

And so dear Mrs. Russell found it in our Conference month last
year.
Yours very sincerely,
L. ORMISTON.

•
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Miss L. Beasley
0 4 0 Miss Parsch (per Miss
Mr. S. Robinson
Cowell)
o 4 0
026
Mr. P. H. Scott and
Mr. E. M. Pert
o 10 0
Mrs. Cousens
2 2 0 Mr. S. Pratt
o 10 0
Mrs. H. Knight
o 4 0 Mr. E. Wood
020
Miss Houghton
0 3 0 " S. W. D."
o 14 0
Mr. A. Warren
o 14 0
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"COME AND SEE."
A SHORT time ago a Christian boy, only nine years old, was staying
for a visit with friends of his parents in the country. His home is in
a large town, but he is tremendously interested in farm life, so much
so that he has gradually got ·together a sort of model farm. All the
animals, stable, dairy, duck-pond, geese, etc., were carefnlly packed
when he went for the visit, and were very soon arranged on a long,
trestle table put up in his room fo~ the purpose. When he had
arranged it all, he called each member of the family in turn, saying,
"Come and see." Of course, each one responded, and noticed with
interest the pleasure which the child had in pointing out his various
possessions. I wonder if you know where the words, " Come and see,"
occur in the Bible. They are found twice in the first chapter of John's
Gospel, and are in both cases of great interest. In the first instance;
they were spoken by the Lord Jesus Himself to two disciples of John
the Baptist, who were standing with him when the Lord Jesus passed
by. On seeing Him, John said those wonderful words-" Behold the
Lamb of God." Their minds were filled with earnest desire to know
more about Him, and, we read, "they followed Jesus. Then Jesus
turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye 1 "
They asked Him where He was living, and received the loving, gracious
invitation-" Come and see." Are you not glad to know that they at
once accepted the invitation 1 What an interview that must have
been! We can imagine something of the wonder, the joy, the deep
satisfaction, the rest of soul which came to them. It is lovely to think
of the Lord Jesus conversing with them, and explaining to them all
that puzzled their minds. He still seems to say to seeking souls,
" Come and see," and to those who respond, all doubts and difficulties
will disappear. Never forget, my dear young readers, that Jesus says,
" Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37).
In the other case the words were used by Philip, of whom we
read, that he was found by Jesus, Who said to Him, "Follow Me."
,He seems to have at once responded with all his heart, and to have been
filled with a longing desire that others should know of his wonderful
Saviour. Jesus had found him, and he went to look for his friend
Nathanael, to whom he said, "We have found Him of Whom Moses
in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth." The
mention of Nazareth called forth from Nathanael-" Can there any
good thing come out of Nazareth 1" Philip did not take up the
subject, and begin to argue with his critical friend, but simply said.,
"Come and see." He responded, and what did he find 1 All his
questions were settled, and we find him saying to Jesus-" Rabbi,
Thou art the Son of God, Thou art the king of Israel." When he came
.into contact with Jesus all doubts vanished. May you and I, wb<>
love the Lord, be used like Philip to introduce the sinner to the Saviour.
E. A. H.
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WRITTEN ABOUT THE LORD'S SUPPER 1
DELIVERED AT THE ISLINGTON CLERICAL MEETING,.
1889, BY THE RIGHT REV. BISHOP J. C. RYLE, D.D.,
BISHOP OF LIVERPOOL.

(Continued from p. 229.)
" The teaching of God's Word about the Lord's Supper."
2. I believe another cause of the" present distress" is the extravagant
spi,.it of liberality and toleration which prevails among laymen in the'
upper classes about matters of doctrine in the present day. There is
a growing disposition to think every earnest, laborious clergyman
must be right and cannot be wrong, and that it does not matter one
jot what doctrines he holds or teaches, provided he is what is called
" a worker." If this" worker" is only amiable and devout he ought
to be let alone, and allowed to teach and do exactly what he likes!
In short, the tendency of the public mind in this age is to ignore all
differences, and to tolerate anything and everything in religion. Now
all this sounds very charitable, and generous, and noble. Yet common sense points out that the extreme of liberty is lawlessness. In
every well-ordered Church, while a certain amount of liberty is allowed,
there ought to be'limits both of doctrine and ritual, and witbin those
limits her ministers ought to walk. But this is precisely what many'
clergymen refuse to do in the Lord's Supper. They persist in doing
and teaching things, in the matter of its doctrine and ritual, which
cannot be reconciled either with the New Testament or the'Prayer-book,
and they ignore all limits but their own wilL And nothing encour-·
ages them so much in this course as the apparent apathy, or unwilling-·
ness to interfere, of the laity, That apathy, I believe, is digging the
grave of the Church of England.
I know nothing that will cure this state of things but an increase
of Bible-reading among the upper classes of the laity. It is my firm
conviction that many of them hardly ever read the New Testament,
and are consequently unable to understand the very serious nature
of the questions about the Lord's Supper, which are now dividing
the clergy, and the doctrinal consequencPll which are bound up with
them. I suspect that very few laymen have ever read the Thirtynine Articles, or know anything of their contents. Most lay Churchmen can only see that the service in some Churches is more ornamental
and musical than in others, and that in some there is more importance
attached to the Lord's table, and to flowers, decorations, gestures,
dress, and postures, than in others. But they can see no further,
They cannot, or will not, perceive that the ceremonial actions in
administering the Lord's Supper, about which the clergy disagree,
are not mere ornamental trifles, as some suppose. So far from being"trifles," they are the outward and visible expressions of a most·
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mischievous doctrine, which strikes at one of the first principles of
"the Reformed Church of England. They think all earnest, eloquent,
zealous, hard-working clergymen cannot be far wrong. And when
you tell them that there is an avowed determination among many
.clergymen to unprotestantize the Established Church, to get behind
the Protestant Reformation, and to bring back the Romish Mass and
"the Confessional, you are too often smiled at as an alarmist, and are
not believed. It is my deliberate conviction, that unless English lay
Churchmen can be awakened to see the real nature of the existing
differences about the Lord's Supper, there will come in a few years
"the disestablishment, the disendowment, and the disruption of the
Dhurch of England.
3. I believe one more cause of the" present distress" is the unmistak.ahle desire of many Churchmen to get behind the Re:jormoiion, to get as
near as possible to the Church of Rome, and to imitate the Romish Mass,
,as far as possible, in celebrating the Lord's Supper.
It is useless to deny that there is an immense change in the public
mind about Romanism during the last fifty years. Whatever the
-cause may be, there is no longer the instinctive shrinking from Popery,
and dislike to its distinctive doctrines, which prevailed two hundred
years ago when the nation threw off James n. There is a strong
-disposition to undervalue the Protestant Reformation. Time has a
wonderful power of dimming men's eyes, and deadening their recollection of benefits, and making them thankless and ungrateful. Three
busy centuries have slipped away since England broke with Rome,
and a generation has risen which, like Israel under the Judges, knows
little of the days of the Protestant Exodus, and of the struggles in
the wilderness. Partly, too, from a cowardly dislike to religious
-controversy, partly from a secret desire to appear liberal and condemn
nobody's opinions, the Reformation period of English History is
.sadly slurred over both in Universities and Public Schools. It seems
an inconvenient subject, and men give it the cold shoulder. For
:some reason or other, the Reformation period is too often shunted on
.a siding, and has not that prominent place in the education of Young
England which such a character-forming period most richly deserves.
The whole result is that few people seem to understand either the
evils from which the Reformation delivered us, or the blessings which
the Reformation brought in. In short, many nowadays regard the
.subject of Popery as a "bore." They blindly persuade themselves
that there is no mighty difference between Protestants and Papists
at bottom. They say in their hearts, " A plague on both your houses.
It is six of one and half-a dozen of another. It matters little whether
.You give your allegiance to Canterbury or to Rome,"
. I ask your attention to the following fact as a proof of what I am
.saying. I find that at the annual meeting of the English Chtirch
Union, in June, 1885, Lord Halifax, the president, at the conclusion
of a long and carefully prepared speech, used the following words:
"' We must strive for union, especially with. the great Latin Church,
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from which we were separated by the sins of the sixteenth CM/l,ury."I quote these words from the report of the Ohurch Times, which was
probably revised. The report of another paper differs slightly, and
is as follows: "The restoration of visible unity with the members
of the Church abroad, east and west alike, but above all with the
great Apostolic See of the West, with the holy Roman Church, which
has done so much to guard the true faith-these surely should be
our objects, and the objects nearest our hearts." Whichever report
you take, I call that very ominous and painful language indeed. I
have no doubt that Lord Halifax, who spoke these words, is a devout
and honourable man, and believes that he is doing God service, though
he is not like the Lord Halifax who led the cheering when the Seven
Bishops were acquitted in Westminster Hall two hundred years ago.
But, of course, we all know that "the Latin Church" means the
Church of Rome, and the "sins of the sixteenth century" means.
the Protestant Reformation. Now, I find that the Society which
he addressed, the English Church Uuion, includes among its members
no less than 3200 clergy and 20,000 laymen, and has branches and
ramifications from one end of the land to the other. I find, moreover,
that the noble preisdent, who used this language, and is, of course,
the mouthpiece and representative of these 3200 clergy, was heard
without the slightest objection being made, and I cannot find that
his sentiments have been repudiated or disavowed by the members
of the Uuion down to the present day. I commend that fact to your
notice.
The re-union of Christendom is a beautiful thing to talk about,
but it is practically unattainable. Gold may be bought too dearly.
At any rate there can be no re-union between our Church and Rome,
unless we are prepared to sacrifice and throw overboard some of the
distinctive principles of our religion. Rome never changes, and will
make no concessions on her side. That able man, Dr. Salmon, the
Provost of Trinity College, Dublin, says in his book on Infallibility:
" As the Roman Church is at present disposed, there can be no union
with her except on the terms of absolute submission; that submission,
moreover, involving an acknowledgment that we, from our hearts,
believe things to be true, which we have good reason for knowing to
be false." I cannot yet believe that English Churchmen will tamely
consent to pass under a yoke as bad as that which was imposed at
the Caudine Forks, and submit to such an abject surrender as re-union
would require.
I have not the least desire to rekindle the flames of the Popish
controversy. It is a controversy which has been fought out a hundred
times in the last three centuries, and nothing new can be said. But
I do desire to remind my younger brethren that it is no light matter
to tamper with Romauism, and that flirtation with the Church of
Rome is utterly inconsistent with faithfulness to our own Church.
Look at your Thirty-nine Articles. Nine times over those Articles
condemn in plain and explicit language certain leading doctrines of
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·the Church of Rome, and especially the doctrine of the Mass. Remember that, and beware' of the growing tendency to copy and imitate
Romish practices in the Lord's Supper. Speaking generally, I regard
-this morbid anxiety to rejoin a communion of which our Whit-Sunday
Homily says, "Nothing can be so far from the nature of the true
'Church," as one of the most unhealthy symptoms of these latter days.
Depend on it, we had better be disestablished and disendowed than
bring back the Mass into our Co=union, or give up our Protestant
principles, and return to that Italian yoke which our forefathers nobly
-cast off three hundred years ago.
(To b< continu<d.)

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
'THE I20th Annual Meeting of the Society was held at Caxton Hall,
on Friday, the 6th of May, when the Rev. G. E. Milnes, Vicar of St.
<Chad's, Haggerston, preached in the afternoon upon Witnessing,
basing his discourse upon Acts i. 8. At the evening meeting the Chair
'was taken by Sir Thomas Inskip in the regretted absence of Mr. Deacon
.owing to domestic affliction. The Report expressed thankfulness to
'God for His continued blessing on the Society. There were 1033
pensioners on the books, 200 of whom were comfortably located in the
various Homes. Nearly £10,000 had been expended in pensions and
upwards of £5000 on the Homes. All needs had been met, and there
had been increase in all funds except subscriptions. These were lower
than last year, and an appeal was made and strongly urged by various
speakers for additional subscribers. The Chairman emphasized the
good work being done, and the claims of the Institution were warmly
.advocated in addresses by J. A. Densham, Esq., and the Revs. G. E.
Milnes, J. H. Hallett and G. Rose.
On June 2nd (D.V.) the Anniversary of the Camberwell Home will
be celebrated, afternoon and evening, and on June 9th the South
London Sale of Work in the grounds of Camberwell Home will be
.opened at 3 o'clock by Mrs. Henry Rogers. A Garden Meeting has
been arranged to be held at Horley on the 22nd, and afternoon and
<lvening services will be held at Bethel Chapel, Verulam Road, St.
.Albans. On the 29th a service in the evening will be held at Norbiton.

ltel:ltellH, nnll Jl,nttcefJ of 15nnh.
'THE POPES OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. By Rev. C. A. Salmond,
D.D. Pp. 40. Price 4d., postage Id. (Protestant Truth Society,
3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.).
In the forty pages of this pamphlet, there is given a very interesting
and informative record of the six popes of the Nineteenth Century.
It is well worth reading and we advise all Protestants to get it.
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VIA MEDIA. By Dr. C: Sydney Carter. Pp. 20l.
Price 3s. 6d. net. (C. J. Thyrme and Jarvis Ltd., Whitefriars
Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.)
The author of this valuable volume is the principal of the Bible
Churchmen's Missionary College, Clifton, Bristol, and the author of
" The English Church and The Reformation," "The English Church
in the Eighteenth Century" and other valuable works. AngloCatholic writers and speakers ha.ve frequently asserted that the
"Church of England stood midway between Rome and Protestant
Christendon." Dr. Carter thinks "that an impartial study of her
history and authoritative teaching during the past 350 years will not
justify such a novel contention." In this volume Dr. Carter discusses
"from contemporary historical documents the precise doctrinal
position adopted by the Reformers, under Elizabeth, when the English
Reformation took on its final and permanent form," and he says,
"it cannot be seriously questioned that these records afford very
strong evidence of the fact that historically the Anglican Church has
stood definitely on the side of the Reformed Churches of Christendom."
He goes on to say, "Consequently the changes in her liturgy which
are now proposed in order to assimilate, to a large degree, her doctrine
and worship·to Roman standards, will constitute a distinct departure
from the clearly expressed teaching of the Elizabethan and Caroline
divines. They will mark a very definite dividing line between our
position and that of other Protestant Churches both at home and
abroad, and consequently will open up a new Chapter of serious
import in the history of our National Church." Having read the
volume through with considerable care we fully agree with the author's
contention. His pages bristle with quotations from contemporary
documents which clearly establish the position he· takes up.
Bishop Knox in a Foreword says, "The great value of this book
is its patient, detailed and masterly refutation of the fiction that the
Elizabethan Settlement of religion was conducted on Tractarian lines."
The Bishop thinks that" Dr. Carter's book should be a text book
in all theological Colleges which aim at teaching real history. Its
appearance at the present crisis is most opportune.
A campaign of
education is before those who would save our Church from being
Romanized. In Dr. Carter's book those who are called on to conduct
that campaign, will find a trustworthy storehouse of facts collected
in reply to the fictions that have been sedulously propagated as
Church History." It is evident from this and other works which
have issued from the author's pen, that Dr. Carter is a careful and
painstaking student of history, and decided Evangelical Churchmen
are greatly indebted to him for the able presentation of facts which
mark this work.
Amongst other proofs that the Church of England in Elizabeth's
days was at one with the Reformed Churches on the Continent,
Dr. Carter says that" there is little question that at the time of the
revision of the Articles in 1563 Calvinistic theology was practically
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dominant in England and very soon became almost universally
accepted by our chief divines . . . The 'Lambeth· Articles '. of 1595,
fully approved by Archbishop Whitgift, prove how established and
widespread extreme Calvinism was even at that date, while as late
as 1608 Bishop Sanderson testifies that Calvin's 'Institutes' were
still recommended to Oxford students as 'the best and perfectest
system of divinity'" (p. 41).
. Bishop J. C. Ryle shows that in Elizabeth's days any clergyman
who preached up the real presence of Christ's body and blood or
recommended auriular confession or "publicly denied the doctrine
of predestination, or imputed righteousness," or reviled the reformers,
or sneered at the Thirty-nine Articles, would have had a hard time
of it. "The powers that be would have come down upon him like
a thunderbolt." He points out too that the notion that "the
Church of England occupied a middle position between the· Presbyterian Church of Geneva and the Church of Rome" is "about as
absurd as to say the Isle of Wight occupies a middle position between
England and France" (Light from Old Times, pp. 262, 287). In
Laud's time Calvinistic theology prevailed, but that prelate bent his
whole energies to stamp it out.
Dr. Carter in the closing part of his book gives very valuable quotations from the Caroline divines against Transubstantiation, Reservation, and the Adoration of the Consecrated Elements. He quotes
Bishop Jeremy Taylor as saying, "It is certain they commit an act
of idolatry in giving Divine honour to a mere creature, which is the
image of the Sacrament, and representment of the body of Christ.
The distance between God and bread dedicated to· the service of
God is so vast, is so formidable, that if it had been intended that we
should have worshipped the Holy Sacrament, the Holy Scripture would
have called it God or Jesus Christ, or have bidden us in express terms
to have adored it" (p. 172).
By allowing perpetual reservation in the new Prayer Book the
Bishops, with full knowledge of the widespread prevalence of adoration of the sacrament, are deliberately encouraging the legalization
of gross idolatry in the Church of our martyred Reformers.
We have received from the Sovereign Grace Union, 98, CamberweII
Grove, London, S.E.5, a pamphlet of 7 pages by Joseph Irons.
Its price is l~d. post free. Its title is "BEWARE OF MEN."
In view of the increasing power of Sacerdotalism, Modernism and
Arminianism the warnings and testimony of this pamphlet are
peculiarly timely.
We have received the QUARTERLY RECORD of the Trinitarian Bible
Society. The Editorial Notes are partly based on the motto,
" Be renewed in the spirit of your mind." There is a portrait
of the late Rev. J. W. Dance, together with a brief account of
his faithful ministry at Leamington and at Brighton.
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