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THE LOVINGKINDNESS OF THE LORD.
" Oause me to hear Thy lovingkindness in the morning,. for in Thee
do I trust."-PSALM cxliii. 8.

THERE can be no doubt that the inspired author of thi psalm was
a member of GOD'S family. Characteristics of a child of GOD
abound in the psalm. He was a praying man (v. 1). He was a
man convicted of his sinfulness (t'. 2). He was a persecuted man
(v. 3). He was a thirsty man (v. 6). "My soul thirsteth after
Thee," is the language of a living believer. He was a believing
man (v. 8). He could say, "In Thee do I trust." He was a
humble man (v. 10). He felt the need of being Divinely taught
and led. "Teach me to do Thy will; for Thou art my GOD:
Thy Spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness." He
was a man who felt the need of revival (v. 11). "Quicken me, 0
LORD," he says, "for Thy Name's sake." It is only a child of
GOD who feels such a need. The LORD'S people are in constant
need of revival. Their prayer is, " Wilt Thou not revive us again:
that Thy people may rejoice in Thee ~ " (Psalm lxxxv. 6).
Coming now more particularly to the words which head this
Family Portion let us consider the prayer which the psalmist
offers. He who had already experienced the lovingkindness of the
LORD feels the need of fresh manifestations of this Divine attribute. " Cause me," he prays, "to hear Thy lovingkindness in the
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morning; for in Thee do I trust." He wished to experience and
to know more and more of the lovingkindness of the LORD.
The LORD'S lovingkindness is the prominent thought in this
petition, and on that we desire t? dwell. It is a good thing to
meditate on the lovingkindness of the LORD. The best way to do
this is to find out what the LORD Himself teaches His people on
this subject in His Word.
1. In the first place the Word of GOD tells us of the Source, the
Ohannel and the Outflow of the LORD'S lovingkindness.
The SOURCE is J EHOVAH Himself. Lovingkindness is one of
His attributes. He says, "Let him that glorieth glory in this,
that he understandeth and knoweth Me, that I am the LORD
Which exercise lovingkindness, judgment and righteousness, in the
earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD" (Jeremiah
ix. 24).
The great channel through which the LORD'S lovingkindness
flows to GOD'S people is the LORD JESUS CHRIST. Every manifestation of Divine lovingkindness flows to us through the atoning
work of the LORD JESUS CHRIST.
We have "the forgiveness of sins" through His blood (Ephes.
i.7). We are" made nigh by the blood of CHRIST" (Ephes. ii. 13).
We are" justified by His blood" (Rom. v. 9). We receive the
adoption of sons through His redeeming work (GaL iv. 4, 5). In
like manner glorification is through Hi blood. It is only those
made white in the blood of the LAMB who shall stand before the
throne of GOD in heaven (Rev. vii. 14, 15). All these blessings
are manifestations of Divine lovingkindness, and they are bestowed
through CHRIST. He is the great Channel of all our mercies.
The outflow of the LORD'S lovingkindness is due to the operation
of the HOLY GHOST. Divine mercies flow from the FATHER,
through the SON and by the SPIRIT. It is the SPIRIT Who makes
us feel our need of Divine lovingkindness. He convicts us of our
sin, and as a consequence we feel our need of Divine mercy. He
testifies of CHRIST, and thus leads us to seek for mercy through
CHRIST'S blood and righteousness. He is the great Divine Agent
by Whom the blessings of redemption are communicated to GOD'S
people.
He works iri us that great change of mind called repentance,
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and He bestows that faith by which we trust in CHRIST as our
REDEEMER and SAVIOUR, and thus come into the enjoyment of all
those mercies which are comprehended in the lovingkindness of
the LORD. Do we who write and we who read these lines understand experimentally the lovingkindness of the LORD ~ If we do
so in any degree, let us give the glory to our Triune GOD. The
FATHER delights in lovingkindness. It is one of His attributes.
The SON has secured for His people all the manifestations of Divine
lovingkindness which they enjoy now, and which they shall enjoy
throughout time and eternity. The SPIRIT, by His gracious
operations, brings GOD'S people into the enjoyment of the lovinglrindness of the LORD.
"Thy mercy in JESUS exempts me from hell;
Its glories I'll sing, and its wonders I'll tell ;
'Twas JESUS, my Friend, when -He hung on the tree,
That opened the channel of mercy for me.
" Great FATHER of mercies! Thy goodness I own,
And the Covenant love of Thy crucified SON;
All praise to the SPIRIT, Whose whisper Divine
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine ! "
(John Stocker.)

2. Secondly, the Word of GoD tells us of the qual~'ties of the LORD'S
lovingloindness.

We would here point out that the word" lovingkindness" is
generally in the Old Testament translated from the same word as
is the word" mercy."
With this thought in our minds we may note that the LORD'S
lovingkindness is pardoning. Wlien David felt his need of fresh
pardon, he prayed, "Have mercy upon me, 0 GOD, according to
Thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of Thy tender
mercies blot out my transgressions" (Psalm li. 1). Forgiveness is
'One of the manifestations of Divine lovinglrindness.
The lovingkindness of the LORD is plenteous. It is so abundant
that the vilest sinner need not despair. " Let the wicked forsake
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
return unto the LORD, and He will have mercy upon him; and to
our GOD, for He will abundantly pardon" (Isaiah Iv. 7). Saul of
Tarsus was a. persecutor, a blasphemer and injurious, but he says,
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"I obtained mercy." So plenteous and abundant was the LORD'S
lovingkindness that the chief of sinners was pardoned and saved.
The LORD is "ready to forgive and plenteous in mercy unto all
them that call upon Him" (Psalm lxxxvi. 5).
Our sins may be more in number than the hairs of our head, but
" He delighteth in mercy," and welcomes the blackest sinner who
comes pleading the merits of CHRIST.
The LORD'S lovingkindness is unmerited. We never deserve
His mercy. It is not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saves us. Not according to
our works but according to His Own purpose and grace does He
save us and call us with a holy calling. But all this is " given us
in CHRIST JESUS." It is through CHRIST'S blood and righteousness
that we are saved and justified. Each saved believer has reason
to say wit~ J acob, " I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies,
and of all the truth, which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant"
(Gen. xxxn. 10). All is of grace. We have never any ground of
boasting. We must ever give the glory of our ~lvation to the
LORD. Again, the lovingkindness of the LORD is eternal. It
goes on for ever. "It is from everlasting to everlasting upon
them that fear Him" (Psalm cin. 17). Mercy chose us in CHRIST
before the foundation of the world. Mercy redeemed us with the
precious blood of the LAMB without blemish and without spot.
Mercy washed, sanctified and justified us. Mercy put us into
GOD'S family, mercy daily keeps us, and mercy will at last glorify
us and attend us all through eternity. We are monuments of
Divine mercy, and goodness and mercy will follow us all the days
of our lives. What encouragement is here to cheer us on our way.
We are often deeply sensible of our unworthiness, but our sins and
failings will not deprive us of mercy. Nay, we are bidden to
"come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy." Our GOD is "the FATHER of mercies," and He is ever
ready to dispense His mercy to those who come un.to GOD through
CHRIST'S blood.
3. Thirdly, the Word of GOD tells us of the ob'jects of the LORD'S
lovingkindness.
.
Who are they upon whom He bestows His mercy ~ In the
first place they are Divinely-chosen. Let us not be afraid to receive
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with meekness all that GOD has revealed in reference to His attribute
of mercy. He said to Moses, "I will make all My goodness pass
before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee;
and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show
mercy on whom I will show mercy" (Exod. xxxiii. 19). The LORD
shows mercy on whom He will. Those therefore on whom He
shows mercy are chosen and selected by Himself. "So then it is
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of GOD that
showeth mercy" (Rom.. ix. 16). Both these passages which we
have quoted are in the inspired Word of GOD. They are not our
statements. If any object to them let it be remembered that
they are objecting to the teaching of GOD the HOLY GHOST. Yet
there is nothing in these declarations of Scripture which need
discourage any seeking or anxious soul. The very fact that you
are seeking His mercy is a proof that you are a chosen object of
His mercy. It is not until men experience His convicting mercy
that they seek His forgiving mercy, and He convicts them of their
sins because He intends to lead them to come to Him for pardon
through CHRIST'S blood. All who thus come are sure of a welcome.
"Whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins"
(Acts x. 43).
All who are weary and heavily laden are invited to come to
CHRIST, and to all such He promises rest. (See Matt. xL 28).
The objects of GOD'S mercy are people of every nation. "There
is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same
LORD over all is rich unto all that call upon Him. For whosoever
shall call upon the name of the LORD shall be saved" (Rom. x.
12, 13).
The mercy of the LORD is extended to the Jew and also to men
of all other nations. Remission of sins is to be preached in CHRIST'S
name among all nations, and whosoever hears the proclamation
and calls upon the name of the LORD shall be saved.
The objects of GOD'S mercy are dead in sin, helpless to save themselves and are by nature the children of wrath. Yet such persons
are, through infinite grace, brought to experience Divine mercy.
Such persons were worshippers of Diana in the city of Ephesus.
But GOD, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved them, even when they were dead in sins, did quicken ~hem
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together with CHRIST and save them by His grace. (See Ephes.
ii. 1-5). Ab, it is a Divine work to save a sinner. "It is not of
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of GOD That showeth
mercy." Those people at Ephesus would never have been saved
if GOD had left them merely to exercise their own will. Let us
thank GOD that He did not leave them to themselves. Let us
thank Him that .He did not leave us to ourselves. Where should
we .be if He :had not loved us and shown mercy to us 1 Where
should we be if He had left us to save ourselves 1 We should have
remained in OlII 1ost, undone and fallen condition, and, awful to
contemplate, hell would have been our portion. 0 let us give
everlasting praise to our GOD for His infinite love in bringing us
out of the horrible pit of sin, and for His love in setting our feet
upon the Rock of ages.
Moreover, the objects of GOD'S lovingkindness are after all a
great multitude which no man can number. They come from
the .East, from the West, from the North and from the South.
People of J),ll· nations, kindreds, and tongues will stand before the
throne ,and -before the ~AlIB, and they will be there, because they
ha.ve ·been washed and made white in the blood of the LAMB. In
other words they will have tasted of the mercy and the lovingkindne8S of the LORD. In all things, even in the ultimate number
of the saved, CHRIST will have the pre-eminence.
4. Finally, it m.ay be noted that the Word 0/ GOD refers to the
ewperieMe of the LoRD'S lovin,gkindness.
This is what the psalmist prayed for. No doubt he had experienced the LORD'S lovingkindness on previous occasions in His life,
but he desired fresh experiences of it. Hence, he prayed, "Cause
me to hear Thy lovingkindness in the morning." The expression,
" Cause me to hear," is somewhat peculiar. A similar expression
occurs in the fifty-first Psalm. There we read, "Make me to hear
joy and gladness" (1). 8), i.e., make me to experience these things.
So in the verse we are considering, the meaning seems to be,
"Cause me to experience Thy lovingkindness." We experienced
the LoRD'S lovingkindness or mercy at conversion. Then it was
that we obtained mercy. Then it was that He brought us out
of darkness into His marvellous light. Then it was that He called
us 1>-y His grace. Then it was that He said to our souls, "I am
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thy salvation." Then it was that He blotted out as a thick cloud
our' transgressions, and as a cloud our sins. But we need fresh
experiences of His mercy. We need them in the morning. We
need them in the afternoon. We need them in the evening and
all through the night. We are always in need 6f Divine mercy,
and blessed be GOD we are bidden to come boldly to the throne
of grace to obtain it.
It is good to hear of the LORD'S lovingkindness with the natural
ear, but it is better to hear it with the inward ear. It is better to
hear it powerfully, feelingly, experimentally, effectually. Cause
Thy lovingkindness to come home to me in power and in the HOLY
GHOST. Cause me so to hear it that I shall be melted with a sense
of my unworthiness, and humbled with a sense of my sins. Cause
me so to hear it that I shall be melted with a sense of Thy redeeming
grace .and pardoning love.
Every experience of GOD'S mercy may be said to be a morning
experience in contrast to the nights of trial through which His
people pass. Then it is, that while weeping may endure for a
night, joy cometh in the morning. Then it is, that we are ready
to say, "I will sing aloud of Thy mercy in the morning: for Thou
hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble" (Psalm
lix. 16).
It is a great mercy if we are conscious of Divine mercy in the
morning. The subsequent part of the day may be all the brighter
for the experience of the LORD'S mercy at the dawning of the
morning. "0 satisfy us early with Thy mercy, that we may
rejoice and be glad all our days" (Psalm xc. 14).
The LoRD'S compassions are really new to His people every
morning, but sometimes we realize them more than at other times.
We have reason to pray, Cause me, 0 LORD, to hear Thy lovingkindness this morning ere I go forth to the duties of the day. 0
may I feel afresh that I am a monument 'of Thy mercy, that new
mercies are my portion every morning of my life. 0" cause me
to hear Thy lovingkindness." May I never forget the goodness
and mercy which Thou dost shower upon me. "It is a good
thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to sing praises unto Thy
name, 0 most High; to show forth Thy lovingkindness in the
morning, and Thy faithfulness every night" (Psalm xcii. 1, 2).
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The LORD often commands His lovingkindness III the day time.
(See PsaIni xlii. 8.) 0 may He cause us who, through His infinite
grace,' are members of His family, to hear, to see, to feel, and to
experience more and more of His lovingkindness. Then we shall
be ready more and more to bless His name Who crowneth us with
lovingkindness and tender mercies. "Whoso is wise, and will
observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness
of the LORD" (Psalm cvii. 43).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, K1'ng'S Lynn.
SIR W. JOYNSO HICKS AND THE PRAYER BOOK ISSUE.
SIR WILLIAM J OYNSON HICKS, the Home Secretary, speaking at the
annual meeting of the National Church League, at Church House,
Westminster, declared that the great mass of the people throughout
the country would not be satisfied until they saw the new Prayer Book
again thrown out by the House of Commons.
The National Church Assembly last year passed a revised version
of the Prayer Book which contained much that was contrary to the
doctrine of the Reformation. We are totally opposed-and the mass
of England is opposed-to any going back on the Reformation and
any realignment of our Church in the direction of the things from which
it was freed by the Reformation.
"I had hoped," continued Sir William, "that the bishops would
not press forward the Book at the present time. I thought, and hoped,
they would accept the decision of the people as represented by those
whom they had elected in the House of Commons, which gives a very
rough, maybe, but fairly accurate representation of the minds of the
people of this country. With all seriousness and sincerity I want to
say to the bishops, who are really the people who are pressing this
matter forward, 'You think -that the rejection of the Book would
create a crisis in the Church, but I tell you the passing of the Book will
create a crisis far deeper and far more serious, and a crisis of which
you seem to have no real knowledge.' The great mass of people
throughout the country will not be satisfied until this Prayer Book
ceases to be a matter of controversy and until they see it for the second
time--and I hope for the last-thrown out by the House of Commons."
Their opponents were leaving no stone unturned to get the Book
passed-a Book which legalized Reservation, which the Book of to-day
did not legalize at all.. He had that day received a letter from the
Bishop of London. It was a printed letter, so he assumed that it was
sent also to some of his colleagues. In it the Bishop wrote: "Nearly
all the objections urged in debate against the Measure have now been
met." (Laughter.)-Daily Telegraph.
.
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THE GOSPEL COMING IN POWER.
"For our Gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance."1 THESSALONIANS i. 5.
THE Apostle Paul is here addressing the saints at Thessalonica;
who had been converted through his ministry of the Word. For
three Sabbath days he had reasoned with his hearers in the
synagogue at Thessalonica. Making the Old Testament Scrip"
tures the basis of his sermons, he had preached the Gospel to
Gentiles as well as to Jews. Some of his hearers believed and
consorted with Paul and Silas. A great multitude of those who
believed were devout Greeks, i.e., Gentile proselytes to the Jewish
faith. Not a few of the chief women also heard the Word- and
believed to their souls' eternal salvation. Probably Gentiles' fresh
from idolatry were also numbered amongst the saved through
the Apostle's ministry. How cheering to the great Apostle's
heart must these results have been-results wrought by the power
and Spirit of God.
In consequence, however, of the opposition and enmity of the
unbelieving Jews, the Apostle had to leave the infant Church
thus founded through his instrumentality. .Subsequently, being
concerned about the new converts, he sent Timothy to establish
them, and to comfort them concerning their faith. Eventually
Timothy returned, bringing good tidings of their faith and love.
This brought comfort to the Apostle's heart, and he wrote, "Now
we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord" (see Acts xvii. 1-15;
1 Thess. iii. 1-8; Acts xviii. 5).
After learning of their state from the lips of Timothy, his
brother and fellow-labourer in the Gospel of Christ, he wrote this
letter to the Thessalonian converts, and he recalls to their minds
the wonderful way in which the Gospel came to them, and the
marvellous results which followed. "Our Gospel," he says, " came
not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance."
1. First, let us think of the Gospel which came unto them..
The Apostle calls it " our Gospel," not because it was peculiarly
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his, but because he, as well as others, had' been entrusted with it.
"'Ve were allowed," he says, "of God to be put in trust with
the Gospel" (ii. 4). There is only one Gospel, and all faithful
witnesses are graciously allowed to be put in trust with it. It
was by means of this Gospel that God had numbered the ThessaIonian converts amongst His saved people. "He called you by
our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ"
(2 Thess. ii. 14).
a. This Gospel was first" the Gospel of God" (1 Thess. ii. 2, 8, 9).
God was its author. It owed its being to Him. He in eternal
times designed and arranged that its blessings should be preached
to fallen and sinful men. He planned the everlasting Covenant
of grace in connection with which He determined to bestow the
blessings of the Gospel upon the chosen objects of His mercy (see
Heb. xiii. 20; Titus i. 2; 2 Tim. i. 9). He announced the blessings
of the Covenant in the Old Testament Scriptures (Jer. xxxi. 31-34).
He sent forth His Son to be the Surety of the Covenant, and
arranged that He should procure those blessings by His obedience
unto death (Heb. vii. 22; ix. 15; xii. 24; Matt, xxvi. 28). He
also sent forth His Spirit to communicate the blessings of the
Covenant by His convicting, regenerating, Christ-exalting and
faith-giving operations. To this Gospel, of which the God of all
grace was the author and source, the Apostle Paul was separated,
and it was this Gospel which he preached (see Rom. i. 1). Let
us never forget that the Gospel by which we have been e:ffectually
called is "the Gospel of God."
b. Secondly, this Gospel is called" the Gospel of Christ" (see
1 Thess. iii. 2; 2 Thess. i. 8). It is so called because Christ is its theme, He is its subject
matter. A Gospel without Christ is no Gospel.
The Gospel of Christ is the good news of Christ crucified. Its
proclamation includes the proclamation of His Person, His Offices,
and His Work. It tells us that Christ is the Son of God Who
became incarnate that He might by His obedience unto death
secure the eternal justification of all His believing people (Rom.
v. 19). It tells us that He died for their sins according to the
Scriptures. It tells us that He shed His blood to secure the
remission of their sins. It tells us not only that He .was delivered
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to death because of their sins, but that He rose again because
He had by His obedience unto death secured their justification
(Rom. iv. 25). It tells us that He ascended up into heaven to
take His seat on the right hand of God, there to exercise His priestly
office of Intercessor on behalf of all His people (Heb. vii. 25). It
tells us of His return in order that He might receive unto Himself
all Hi& believing people that they might be with Him in the
heavenly mansions of His Father's house (John xiv. 1-3).
This was the Gospel which Paul preached to the people of
Thessalonica. He reasoned with them out of the Old Testament
Scriptures, "Opening and alleging that Christ must needs have
suffered and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus,
Whom I preach unto you, is Christ" (Acts xvii. 2, 3). This was
the Gospel which he preached to the Corinthians (see 1 Cor. xv. 1-4).
He determined not to know anything among men save Jesus Christ
and Him crucified. No sensationalism marked his preaching.
No aiming at effect characterized his testimony. No seeking to
please men could be discerned in his proclamation of the Gospel.
He was not ashamed of the Gospel, and wherever he went it was
the Gospel which he preached.
o. This Gospel was thirdly, "the Gospel 0/ the grace 0/ God"
(see Acts xx. 24).
This Gospel told of gratuitous blessings, blessings Divinely
bestowed, "without money and without price." It told of justification by grace (Rom. iii. 24). It told of forgiveness by grace
(Ephes. i. 7). It told of salvation by grace (Ephes. ii. 8; 2 Tim.
i. 9; Titus iii. 5-8). It told of glorification by grace (1 Peter i. 13 ;
Titus iii. 7). It excluded all merit of the sinner as the ground of
his salvation, and fixed the eye solely on the merits of the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ.
2. Secondly, notice how this Gospel oame to the Thessalonians.
a. It came to them in word.
It came" not in word only," but it did come in word. It was
spoken with human lips, in words which the hearers could understand. It was heard by human ears. Those who listened to his
message could go away with a head knowledge of much that he
had said. This is important. We need to grasp and to know
mentally the truths of the Gospel. It is a good thing to come and
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hear its joyful sound. But this is not enough. There were those
who heard the word preached, but they did not believe it. Instead
of welcoming the Gospel, their enmity against the preacher was
aroused. They rejected the message and they rejected the messenger. That showed the enmity and wickedness of the human
heart. It also showed that men left to themselves do not and
cannot welcome the saving truths of the Gospel. All who receive
the Gospel come to the Lord Jesus Christ, and rely upon His
merits for pardon and salvation, but our Lord says, " No man can
come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him."
(John vi. 44). The doctrine, therefore, that man has a free will
either to believe in Christ or to reject Him, and that therefore
his salvation in the last resort is dependent on himself, is not
warranted by, but is antagonistic to, Scripture. In natural things
a man's free will may operate. He has a free will to go to Church
or to abstain from going, but when he gets there his will, if left to
itself, will always reject Christ and His Gospel. "The natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned." "They that are in the flesh cannot
please God" (1 Cor. ii. 14; Rom. viii. 8).
b. It came to them in power.
Here is the secret of the blessing which attended the Apostle's
preaching. The word of the Gospel came in power. The Apostle
himself was endued with power from on high, and the message
came with power to the hearts of the hearers. They felt it. They
heard it not only with the outward ear, but with the inward ear.
They were convinced of sin. . They realized their lost and ruined
condition. They saw their peril. They knew they merited hell,
and they were led to trust in the blood and righteousness of Christ
that so they might be delivered from the wrath to come. They
trembled at the Word of God.
We see the power which accompanied the Gospel in the case
of Lydia, "Whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto
the things which were spoken of Paul" (Acts xvi. 14). Divine
power opened her heart so that she received the message of the
Gospel.
We see it in the case of the Philippian jailor. By Divine power
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" the foundations of the prison were shaken," and by Divine power
the jailor was shaken in his heart, so that he was made sensible
of his lost condition and cried out, "Sirs, what must I do to be
saved ~" (Acts xvi. 26-30).
It is one thing for the Gospel to come in word. It is another
thing for it to come in power.
c. It came to them in the Holy Ghost.
This explains how it came in power. This tells what the power
was. It was the power of the Holy Ghost operating in the hearts
of the hearers. This is the power of which our Lord spake to His
apostles (Acts i. 8). This is the power which accompanied the
Apostle's preaching. "My speech and my preaching was not with
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power: that your faith should not stand in the wisdom
of men, but in the power of God" (1 Cor. ii. 4, 5). Only by the
power of the Holy Ghost can a dead sinner be quickened and
led to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (see Ephes. i. 18, 19; ii. 1).
It is not by human might nor by human power that the number
of the saved is multiplied. It is the Lord who adds to the Church
such as should be saved (see Acts ii. 47; 2..'1. 21).
Are you saved, dear reader ~ If you are, give God the whole
glory. You would never have been saved if the Gospel had not
come to you in power, and in the Holy Ghost.
d. It came in much assurance.
. The hearers were assured of its truth. They saw themselves
as lost sinners. They saw Christ as the Saviour Who had redeemed
them from the merited curse of the law, and they were enabled
to trust in His merits and so went on their way rejoicing.
What a mercy if sermons have the effect of causing the hearers
to say, "·What a sinner I am," but" Wbat a Christ I've got."
"I'm a poor sinner and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ is my All in all."
3. Thirdly, let us notice how the Gospel so coming affected rn.any
<If the hearers.
a. It brought about their conversion.
They "turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God; and to wait for His Son from heaven, Whom He raised
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from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to
come" (1 Thess. i. 9, 1O).
Here was a mighty change. People who had sunk so low as
to be worshippers of idols, turned away from them. They turned
to the only living and true God. They abandoned their evil ways
and their evil thoughts, and they returned unto the Lord. They
returned to Him acknowledging their sins. They returned to Him
pleading the merits of Christ, and God abundantly pardoned them
(see Isa. Iv. 7; John xiv. 6; Luke xv. 17-21). They were thus
converted men and women, and possibly children, too. They had
turned out of the broad way that leadeth to destruction and
had entered the narrow way that leadeth unto life. They were
new creatures in Christ Jesus. They had new hearts and were
able to sing the new song of praise unto their Covenant God and
Father.
b. The Gospel brought about a change in their lives.
They now began "to serve the living and true God." It is
marvellous what a power the Gospel is when it is accompanied
by the power of the Holy Ghost. Many of the Corinthian saints
had once been idolaters, adulterers, thieves, and drunkards, but
when the Gospel came to them in power the Apostle was able to
describe them as, "washed," "sanctified 'and justified"" in
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the pirit of our God"
(1 Cor. vi. 9-11).
Conversion changes the lives of those who experience it. Converted men cease to be the servants, the bondslaves of sin and
Satan, and they become the servants of God, bringing forth fruit
unto holiness.
c. The Gospel brought about a change in their feelings.
They received the word in much affliction, it is true. They were
persecuted by those around them. But they received the word
also" with joy of the Holy Ghost." Joy filled their hearts when
they knew their sins were forgiven, and that they were clothed
with the robe of Christ's righteousness. The Lord's people have
their sorrows, but they also have their joys. The ungodly have
no real permanent joy. The godly have reason to shout for joy
because of the rich and eternal mercy which they have eA.-perienced.
d. Lastly., the Gospel brought about a change in their prospects'.
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Before, they were without Christ, without hope, and without
God. Now they could "rejoice in hope of the glory of God."
Before, what little prospects they had terminated in this life. Now
they had a lively hope of an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled,
and that fadeth not away. Before, Christ was nothing to them.
Now His return from heaven was the object of their hope. They
were waiting for their Redeemer from heaven. They were looking
for that blessed hope, and the appearing of the glory of their great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ: He had promised to return, ana
to take them to be with Him in glory. They had the blessed
prospect of heavenly blessedness and eternal glory. What a
change!
Dear readers, has the Gospel come to you in power, and in theHoly Ghost, and in much assurance ~
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

PRAYER AND THE PRAYER-BOOK MEASURE.
"BUT, as we have already said, there is one important limitatioIli
to the comprehensive promise that lies before us. We can only expec~
to receive a favourable answer if what we ask is 'according to Hi~
will.' We have only a partial view of the grievous idolatry by which
so many Churches of this land are defiled; we cannot know it all
or the real depth of its meaning. But nothing is hidden from the
eyes of Him with Whom we have to do, and it may be that He is
now calling our Church to account for the sad departure from His
truth and righteousness which it displays. It may be, too, that He
is drawing His faithful remnant out of the unfaithful community that
has turned its back upon the wo-ndrous mercies and blessings that
He vouchsafed to it in all the vicissitudes of its remarkable history.
Possibly it may not be God's will to save the Church of England from
the doom towards which it seems to be heading under the guidance'
of its present leaders. We cannot tell, but we can struggle on to the'
last against the imposition of legalized error, and we can plead fo1'"
definite deliverance from the perils by which we are threatened,'
it be according to His holy will."-The English Churchman.
"WHAT though th' Accuser roar
Of ills that I have done!
I know them well, and thousands more,
J ehovah findeth none."
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WELLSPRINGS.
'I.

As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round
about His people from henceforth even for ever. For the rod of the
wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; lest the righteous
put forth their hands unto iniquity."-PSALM cxx.v. 2, 3.

THE beloved correspondents and readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
little know what a means of grace and source of strengthening and
encouragement are their words and prayers to and for the writers,
and how often a word of cheer comes just at a much needed moment
and urges tm on our way with renewed vigour and hope, as we are
thus Divinely assured from time to time that" our labour is not in
vain in the Lord." The late beloved" G. C." used to call the letters
of his affectionate readers his " spiritual wages," and do we not rejoice
in them also as such 1
It was not a little remarkable to the writer that some seasons ago
one dear friend sent a poem entitled" On Every Side," whilst at the
same time came a remembrance from a godly couple (whose annual
choice communication and generous enclosure for the A.P.F.S. is so
fragrant with Christian love), with the text, "The angel of the Lord
encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them"
(Psa. xxxiv. 7). As our own soul's meditation just then was upon
the dew which lay all night round about the camp of Israel, the words
through the post were doubly acceptable and Divinely timed. Oh!
what a blessed quieting to the mind are the sweet, stable words of
Scripture. In these days of stress and strain, upheaval and unrest,
discontentment and hurry after pleasure and excitement, increasing
dislike of honest work and duty, disobedience to parents, disregard of
His holy day and neglect of the means of grace; how sweet to rest
and stay ourselves upon the sure promises of His precious Word and
encourage our souls that not one word He has spoken will fail us.
We may have our "multitude of thoughts within us," thoughts of
confusion, sinfulness, anxieties, worries, and cares, but over against
them all, " His comforts," outweighing all our sins and shortcomings,
" delight the soul," and all because whilst we sin, He delighteth in
mercy."
Now such a text as heads our paper is stable, establishing and
comforting to our oft-exercised and anxious hearts. "As the
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about
His people." Jehovah has described His Zion as" a poor and afflicted
people," but of such He also declares in His mercy" and they shall
trust in the name of the Lord" (Zeph. iii. 12). Thus the church is
seen in all her weariness and weakness, " coming up out of the wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved." Ah! that is the secret. It is the
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poor, defenceless, finite and frail child leaning all her weight upon the
mighty God of Jacob. It is the strength of EI-Shaddai put forth to
uphold and carry the one who has" no might," and looks to God
alone to bear up her feet above the stumbling stones, to extricate her
from the thorns and briars and to carry her all her days and to encourage her with the whispers of His soul and as&urance of His faithfulness
amid all the perplexing things of life. Thus she leans and commits
herself to the Beloved of her soul; and although in this nearness she
may not always rejoice in a felt experience, yet the Lord will sooner or
later manifest Himself to her as nigh at hand to hold up her goings
in His paths; to prevent her with the blessings of His goodness, and to
be round about her to ward off every enemy and preserve from danger
and destruction. For" as the mountains are round about Jerusalem,
so is the Lord round about His people." That promise is as sure as
the everlasting hills.
That Holy City, Divinely described as "beautiful for situation," is
indeed" the joy of the whole earth." She is built upon a broad
mountainous range of hills and shut in by two deep valleys, whilst all
the surrounding hills are of greater eminence. Hence the words of
application, "Why leap ye, ye high hills 1 this is the hill (this little
hill) which God desireth to dwell in; yea, the Lord will dwell in it
for ever."
Yes, it is so. The city which witnessed the life and miracles and
substitutionary death of the Holy Son of God, was surrounded by those
everlasting witnesses of God's stable word and faithfulness. She was
"God-encompassed, God-encircled, God-girt." So are the sons and
daughters of the Lord God Almighty preserved and protected and
encompassed.
In the actual accomplishment of the dream of his life, the beloved
Rev. James Ormiston describes his approach to the Holy City in that
highly gifted and poetic language of his. He says, "The earliest
beams of an Eastern sun found me filled with joyful expectation on
the morn of the eventful day which was to bring with it my first view
of the Holy City. . . . For upwards of four hours the route, after
leaving the flat sea plain, lay up a succession of stony, rugged grey
hills. Among these run numerous broad valleys, which in the season
produce fine crops of corn; while on these earlier heights numerous
olive groves flourish exceptionally well. Presently is reached the first
of the Judrean mountains, whence can be obtained a fine view of the
Mediterranean, of Jaffa, of Ramleh, of Sharon and the sandy hills
lining the coast of this district of Palestine. An elevation of about
2000 feet being attained, a halt is made for rest and refreshment.
A large and shady grove, at a time when the thermometer stands at
110°, affords indeed a delightful retreat. . . . The steady rise of the
ground already travelled, with my knowledge of the remaining portion
of the journey, forcibly illustrated the Scripture phrase, 'up to
Jerusalem.' The City, Divinely symbolical of the heavenly home of
God's elect people, is placed on an eminence of nearly 2000 feet above
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the level of the Great Sea. The journey is necessarily laborious. It
must have been so in all ages. So, too, the path by which our Covenant
God is pleased to conduct His pilgrim people is one lying 'through
much tribulation.' Stage by stage, the ascent is pursued amidst
rugged, dllep valleys, and at length a height is reached when it may
fairly be thought the longed-for vision of the Royal City will burst
into sight. Instead, however, of Jerusalem with all its associations
of Levitical joy and evangelical sorrow, greeting the eye at this point,
a broad open valley or plain lies exposed . . . and down, down, 1000
feet, lay the perilous craggy road along which I must now pass. At
length, however, the bottom is safely reached, a bridge over the historic
stream of the ' five smooth stones' is crossed and the eye is feasted
with goodly groves of orange, fig and olive. . . . A brief halt is made
and a precipitous climb is now begun, for the elevated plateau upon
which Jerusalem stands has yet to be attained. The entire aspect of
nature presently undergoes a change. From the rich vegetation of
the vale, vegetation now almost disappears. A few thistles and an
occasional thorn-bush may perhaps be met with, but it would be
difficult to find in the whole of Palestine besides, a more naked
district than this mountain fastness, forming as it does one of the
Bible-famed defences of the Holy City. 'As the mountains are round
about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people, from henceforth, even for ever.' Thousands of years have passed over the
solitary Salem, countless and terrible have been her vicissitudes, varied
indeed the nationalities successively dwelling within her walls, yet no
hostile power, either Satanic or human, has ever shaken the mighty
barriers which in these truly 'ancient mountains' the God of the
promises cast up around the earthly Zion of His choice. . . . I presently
found myself silenced and lost in adoring wonder as the rays of the
fast declining sun fell with exquisite softness upon the hallowed brow
of that Olivet at whose feet lay the blood-stained Gethsemane, among
whose groves my blest Redeemer had spent whole nights in prayer for
me, and from whose slopes He ascended up on high leading my captivity
captive. . . . And now as the road opens out on the slope whereon
the Holy City is built, the old grey walls, notched and battlemented,
rising and falling along the uneven 'sides of the north,' have crept
almost imperceptibly into the field of vision. Instinctively uncovering
my head, I slowly approach the mystic scene to drink into its wondrous
teaching and like many others . . . ' As we have heard, so have we
seen in the City of the Lord of hosts, in the City of our God. God will
establish it for ever-Selah."*
We would fain linger over the further hallowed associations of dear
Mr. Ormiston but our space is limited. And we would draw our
closing spiritual lessons from our text. The mountains were the outer
encompassing of Jerusalem. Then we have the broad wall around the
city which is about two and a half miles in circumference; and the
*From " Wine and Oil from Immanuel's Land:'
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wall is so broad that it is quite easily walked upon. Then there were
the battlements and loopholes therein and the seven gates which
enclose this all-wonderful city. And oh! what has this all to teach
us but that as the earthly Jerusalem was so surrounded and protected
so much more the Heavenly City of Zion's sons and daughters is
preserved in Christ, protected from all her foes and kept by the mighty
power of God, and watched Divinely every moment night and day 1
We love to sing, do we not 1 as our thoughts are carried upward,
n

Beautiful Zion, built above'\
Beautiful city that I love,"

as we think of its heavenly" building," its " chief corner stone," its
fabric made up of "living stones" built thereupon; its "walls
salvation and its gates praise."
" And walls of salvation surround
The soul He delights to defend."

Beloved reader, whoever you are, and whatever your circumstances,
and however many your foes without and fears within, if you are
one of Zion's happy number you will be rejoicing in the words experimentally proved from day to day, " As the mountains are round about
Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His people." Those mountains
to which Jesus so frequently resorted to be alone in communion with
His Father:
" Those mountains and the midnight a.ir
Witnessed the fervour of His prayer."

Yes, even as those impregnable hills are round about the sacred
city, so is the Lord round about His people, and much more, as the
Antitype is superior to the type and the heavenly picture to the earthly
simile. The Lord guards and preserves and keeps from every foe that
would harm the soul.
One would like to linger over the words "round about" and see
their connection in Scripture with the Lord's provision and protection
for His people. My readers woula find those two words a profitable
Bible study in themselves. For in the promise it is the Lord Jehovah
Who is pledged to be round about His people, and here I would like to
just throw out the thought of the first and last references only of
those two little words to which I have just referred. The first is in
Gen. xxxv. 5: "And they journeyed; and the terror of God was
upon the cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue
after the sons of Jacob." Had not God promised to be with His
pilgrim servant in all places, to keep him and preserve him and bring
him again to the land promised him 1 And so we see how the terror
of God could be upon the cities that were round about Jacoh so that
his enemies could not, dare not, pursue; nor could their hands perform
their enterprise. Oh! how well kept are the children of God! And
then look, dear reader, with me at the last reference to these words
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round about, and what do we find ~ (Rev. iv. 3), " A rainbow round
about the throne," suggesting God's everlasting Covenant faithfulness
pledged to bring everyone of His redeemed sons and daughters home
to heaven. For:" This I do find, we two are so joined,
He will not be in glory, and leave me behind."

All the blessings covenanted for in Jehovah-Jesus are assuredly
theirs and not one faileth of all He has promised. So is it abundantly
well with them in time and to eternal days. True, they have their
many trials, sorrows and cares and their greatest enemy their own evil
heart to contend with daily, but:
.. The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though earth and hell oppose the way."
Take this promise home to your heart, dear child of God, downcast as
you may be, and remember under all circumstances, in every need,
amid all dangers, in every fresh alarm and in spite of all your fears,
the Lord Jehovah is" round about" you, and you can plead, " Behold,
o God, our Shield: look upon the face of thine Anointed." The
enemy must first pierce that shield ere he can reach God's child, and
this we know he cannot do. "Your life is hid with Christ in
God."
One word more. Our text encourages us again in another rich
promise! "So the Lord is round about His people from henceforth,
even for ever." Past, present and future! The Eternal God is thy
refuge. He has been so to all His people in all ages, and He is yours
to-day, and He will be so "from henceforth, even for ever."
He is unchangeable. He will never forgo His word, and you will
prove, dear exercised soul, that what the Lord your God promised,
He is able to perform, and He will be as good as His word unto you.
Your" lot" in life is appointed and apportioned to you. The dividing
line from the enemy keeps you amid all you are called to suffer and
endure. "Touch not his life," is the Divine command, and the
scarlet thread of redemption keeps that holy division between God's
child and the world. "For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upon
the lot of the righteous; lest the righteous put forth his hands unto
iniquity." God's salvation is a mighty work indeed. He saves His
people from the wrath of sin and its penalty, and He saves them for
Himself. "This people have I formed for Myself: and they shall
show forth My praise." Salvation is God's setting apart as holy.
His children are saved to serve. They are sanctified for a holy purpose,
and in them their God is glorified.
Let us, beloved, covet earnestly a closer and more separate walk
with our God, that whilst others shall take knowledge of us that we
have been with Him, He shall have all the glory, which is indeed great
in His people's salvation.
R.
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«nil N ott~ of .$ttmoms.

WORSHIP.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, ON
JANUARY 31st, 1897.
" 0 come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord
our maker. For He is our God; and we are the people of His
pasture, and the sheep of His hand."-PsALM xcv. 6, 7.
WHETHER this Psalm, dear friends, was, under inspiration, written
by David or not is an interesting question. Some have entertained
the belief it was written by his hand and have quoted from the 4th
of Hebrews where we read in the 7th verse with reference to this
Psalm: "Again, He limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To-day
after so long a time," together with a subsequent quotation taken
from this Psalm, the last clause in our second verse this morning:
" To-day if ye will hear His voice." Others have said that probably
the reference to David in this place is to the Book of Psalms in general,
which may take the name of David on account of his having so largely,
under God, contributed to that book. Be that as it may this Psalm
is God's Psalm and was penned by the Holy Spirit, and in God's
gracious purpose was designed to meet the need of a worshipping
people, Jew and Gentile alike. For, dear friends, worship is the keyword, indeed the key-thought, of this Psalm, worship. We may ask
this important question at the outset, What is the great underlying
purpose of God in saving sinners from their sins 1 ;Is it merely to
save them from wrath to come 1 Nay, God has a great purpose
concerning His saved people, His design being that they shall be a
people nigh unto Himself, a nation of worshippers whose occupation
throughout eternity shall be His Temple service. "His servants
shall serve Him" we read in this precious book of Revelation-in
the latter, the closing chapters of the book. There we find a mystic
revelation; a revelation, yet much mystery connected with it, of
the glorious state of God's people yonder who serve Him and worship
Him day and night, without weariness; in whose foreheads His
Name is, His character stamped upon them, and they continually
yielding Him honour and glory and praise because of His great
salvation. "0 come, let us worship." This is the call of God's
grace, I trust it is the language of our hearts, dear fellow-believers,
not this morning only but whenever we come together for our worship,
not only in an individual worship, which I often point out to you is
of first importance, .but also corporate worship that we may unite
our hearts in prayer, unite our hearts in praise and in giving of thanks,
and so forth, according to the pattern which the ·blessed Master has
given us: "After this manner pray ye: Our Father," not merely
"my Father" but" our Father." The Church of God worships in
her unity ,as well as in her diversity, in her individual relationship
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to God as well as His children, as members of His large family each
worshipping in his own heart God-ward. We ought never, I think,
dear friends, to lose sight of these two aspects of worship. But then
you may say, What is worship ~ We may ask and impress that
question, What is the spring of true-hearted worship ~ Well, I shall
answer in saying, In essentially an experimental knowledge. Not a
hearsay knowledge, not a mere theological knowledge, not a knowledge acquired from an earthly source, however valuable that source
may be in relationship to any other phases of knowledge-no, it must
be an experimental knowledge of God Himself, the result of a revelation made by the Holy Ghost to the heart. We cannot worship an
unknown God; that is where, dear friends, every phase of false worship
receives the brand or stamp of condemnation. It is impossible to
worship an unknown God. Paul pointed out that great truth, you
remember, when he visited Athens. But the people of God have
received under the teaching of the Holy Spirit a Divine communication
()f God's character, of His holiness, His justice, all His attributes of
perfection, with the result that the heart of man becomes all-impressed,
silenced, and he is content to take the low place that is proper to
him in the dust before the footstool of Jehovah. Nor is this a slavish
.mead of God, for where the Holy Spirit makes the communication
(If God's character and God's acts, and gives the sinner to know
-experimentally something of God's holiness, with the result that there
is a deep conviction of sin wrought in the sinner, there is likewise
imparted a knowledge of sonship, a knowledge of God as a Father,
and all fear is by consequence cast out. All false forms of worship
are based upon fear; the true worship which God delights in is based
upon love-love. "Perfect love casteth out fear; because fear hath
torment." And so fear and torment--these fetters-have no footing
whatever in the worship of God's living and accepted people. So far
from fear or dread having any place it is a perfect freedom in which
the souls of God's accepted ones delight. Their desire is to get nearer
and still nearer to God, as you sing in your hymn sometimes: "Nearer,
my God, to Thee, nearer to Thee." This is the aspiration of the
"heart of a living child of God, whereas the sinner, the untaught sinner,
-the sinner in his sin whose mind-his natural mind-is enmity against
God, dreads God's presence, he flees God's presence. This is illustrated
forcibly in the case of Adam. Until Adam fell from God as a transgressor he walked in happy fellowship with God. He walked in
the light as God is in the light, and the one had fellowship with the
Dther. But as soon as sin came in, dear friends, and took possession
{)f the conscience of Adam, he dreaded God. He fled the presence
{)f God. He sought a hiding place among the trees of the garden.
Hidden he could not be, but there is the folly of sin. There is nothing
-so foolish as sin, nothing so unwise as sin-I say this in passing. He
sought to hide himself, to hide himself from Omniscience--a thing
'impossible, to hide himself from that eye which seeth in the darkness
-as in the light. You know the Scripture: To Thee "the darkness

The Gospel Magazine

253

and the light are both alike." All sins are works of darkness, the
Holy Ghost teaches it, works of darkness-and yet they are not
hidden from God. They may be, and largely are, no doubt, in their
grosser forms, hidden from man, from the knowledge of men, but
from God they cannot be hidden. "All things are naked and opened
unto the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do." But when the
precious blood of Jesus has been sprinkled upon a troubled heart then
there comes the answer of a good conscience toward God and the
enjoyment of His presence, then there is a hungering and thirsting
after God. Do you know it 1 Do you know that secret, beloved
friends, everyone of you 1 Do you know what it is to hunger after
a holy God, to thirst after a righteous God 1 "Happy are the people
that are in such a case; yea, blessed," as we read this morning, "are
the people who have the Lord for their God," for their Jehovah.
o come, let us then who know the secret, worship and bow down.
This subject was one on which Jesus in the days of His flesh loved
to dwell. It is the topic that mainly He dwelt upon in the 4th of
John when He dealt with the Samaritan sinner. Almost as soon
as He had begun with her in grace He said to this poor woman: "Ye
worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation
is of the Jews." You will notice the important little word "of,"
what a mercy He did not say: "Salvation is for the Jews," but
" Salvation is of the Jews." Jesus Himself, Who brought salvation,
without doubt sprang out of Judah, and so "Salvation is of the Jews."
"We know what we worship," He said, " but the hour cometh, and
now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in Spirit
and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him." You
see this is one of the greatest parts of God's salvation. He seeketh
worshippers. He will be worshipped spiritually. By a spiritual
priesthood will He be served. And such, dear friends, the people of
God all are. You remember with me, no doubt, the teaching of the
12th of Hebrews, the latter part of the chapter, where we read in the
28th verse; "Wherefore, we receiving a kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have grace, whereby' (by grace) we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming
fire." I incline myself to the belief or impression that this last
verse, the 29th, "a consuming fire" has a reference to the sacrifice
of the altar. The sacrifice was to be according to God's mind. The
victim must be without blemish, it must be that which God has provided and led there for the service of the altar, provided it be according
to His Own character. Our God will truly possess Himself of all that
is true, all that is spiritual, all that is pleasing to His attributes. And,
dear friends, remember that the whole of God's attributes are involved
in His acceptance of the worship of a true worshipper, His justice
equally with His mercy. Now so here, "let us have grace whereby
we may serve." Now in the Greek that word for "serve" is a
forcible word and it has to do with priesthood. It is a. liturgical service
tha.t is implied here, a priestly service. And you know, because you
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have been taught by God, dear children of God, that you :are priests,
that you are a royal priesthood, not only priests, but king priests, a
people whom God has been pleased to bring nigh unto Himself to
serve Him, as I have suggested already, in a spiritual service. Now
in order to our discharging our sacerdotal functions we need grace.
" Let us therefore," says the writer of this Epistle to the Hebrews,
" let us have grace "-we do need it and God supplies it. "He giveth
more grace." You and I may be very poor, very needy, very dependent,
but God provides for us large supplies. As we sometimes sing:
"We are coming to a King,
Large petitions let us bring."

I am sure it is according to God's mind that His people should open
wide their mouth according to His word, that He may fill it. Let us
have more grace, then we shall have more spiritual worship, then our
walk will be more spiritual-evidently so, for in proportion as we walk
in nearer fellowship with God we shall reflect His mind, and others
will take knowledge of us where we have been and with Whom we
have been walking. Is anything happier than that 1
(To be conclutJed.)

A WORD TO ALL.
CONCERNING WAR ON THE BIBLE.

A

SERMON BY MR. J. K. POPHAM, PREACHED AT "GALEED,"
BRIGHTO , ON SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 2ND, 1927.

" I said therefore unto you, that ye shaU die in your sins : for if ye believe
not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins."-JoHN viii. 24.

How the world came into existence, whether by the immediate creating
word of God, "Let there be," or by what is called evolution, with
this we are brought face to face. How man came to exist-whether
according to Genesis: "And -God said, let s make man"; or
whether there has been a development, a growth, covering millions
of years, so that from a bit of jelly we have risen and risen and ri en,
and developed, and come to be what we are to-day-is a question that
is now openly propounded; and I feel it behoves every minister
called by grace and sent to preach, to set the trumpet to his mouth,
and blow an alarm with regard to these things. "Science falsely so
called," as the Apostle Paul speaks, is now very loud in its utterances,
and has become most daring in its opposition to God. It starts, of
course, with cutting away fr-om us the Divine inspiration of holy
Scripture. That inspiration is denied; and when a man denies the
inspiration of this Book, he is at once adrift, and where he will go,
how he will end, rests with God. The state to-day of this nation, and
of the whole world, is terrible; and no wonder that the name of God
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no longer inspires reverence; no wonder that the inspired writers are
regarded as ignorant men, and as writing accordingly, and that Jesus
Himself is accused of being a Jew, speaking under the influence of
Jewish prejudices. For there being no inspiration, there can be no
proper regard for the Bible, and no belief attaching to the writings,
And for you, my dear friends, especially for you young people, I have
a strong feeling of sympathy. What God is to do with this nation is
not for me to say, but we have this before us: "Shall not My soul
be avenged on such a nation as this 1" He has given us in this our
beloved nation, the greatest of blessings, the gift of the Reformation
founded on lIis holy Word. He gave us a race of ministers mighty
in the Scriptures. The Reformation is now forgotten or derided, and
the Reformers and Puritans, mighty in the Scriptures, have passed
away, and we are in an exceedingly low condition.
NQw, as I see things, there is a war being made on God and His
inspired Word. Men in high places, religious teachers, are not afraid
to speak of Him as jf He were one of themselves, and of His Word
as, in parts, unhistorical, contrary to fact, and therefore not to be
relied on. Against this unbelieving attitude I speak to you, hQwever
feebly. And I take up the following positions.
1. First. I start with this, that this Bible is inspvl'ed, that jt
contains what the Apostle speaks of to Timothy, " all Scripture"; and
that" all Scripture is given by the inspiration of God." What is
signified by inspiration is stated thus by Scripture itself: "Holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost"; that is, the
penmen 'of this Book were so instructed by the Holy Ghost as to express
the very words of God; not to write in their own words the thoughts
suggested to them, but to write the words given them (2 Sam. xxiii. 2 ;
2 Peter i. 21; Acts i. 16). And truly if they were, as the antiScripturist says, "ignorant men," how necessary was it that they
should have the very words given to them to write, and not be left
to express thoughts in their own language! Who could depend on
the Bible, if it were but a transcription of thoughts, and the words
left to the choice of the writers 1 Here we stand this morning: "All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine"
-may we never despise doctrine; "for reproof "-God grant we may
not turn our ears from reproof; "for correction, for instruction in
righteousness "-how a man should live, and how a sinner should be
made righteous; "that the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. iii. 16).
2. My second position: That the infinite God created heaven and
earth and all that therein is, and the sea and all that is therein; that
He rules in heaven and earth; that there is nothing hid from His
gaze, nothing free from His control, nothing moving of itself absolutely;
that God is " God ,only wise," the" I AM THAT I AM."
3. My third position is that this God did for about thirty-three
years walk on the earth in our own nature; that the Man Jesus is this
God, and that He is now in heaven in that same nature, even our
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own nature. And this God speaks in our text, and says to His enemies,
" If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins."
Now we are brought face to face with two facts: God speaks ;
and there are men who speak against Him and against His Word .
.You cannot open your newspaper to-day without seeing that His
name, His Word, His work, His glory are trampled under foot; and
you, with myself, must more or less perceive that there is an eminent
danger to us if we are left at all to receive the things which are taught
by them of the Scriptures. Between us, as we hope, believers in
the Word and in the Being of God, and the scientist preaching his
" science falsely so called," there is a great gulf. He cuts this Book
away as to its inspiration; we believe it to be inspired. He derides
creation work; we believe in it. He says we men have always
ascended, and are ascending. We say we descended in the fall terribly;
that man was made by the immediate operation of God, in the image
of God, his body formed out of the dust, and his soul breathed into
that body; so he became an immortal person, " a living soul." Sin
has destroyed the life of the soul, but not the immortality of its being;
and the life of the body is destroyed but for a time, for the day is
coming when God will raise the bodies of both the righteous and the
wicked. I say, there is a great gulf between us and those who deny
the inspiration of Scripture and its testimony.
Now this Man who walked on the earth a poor Man, a brokenhearted Man, but a Teacher, an anointed Preacher of righteousness
(Isa. lxi. 1), having the law of God in His heart (Ps. xl. 8), which He
came to obey and fulfil (Matt. v. 17),-this Man is the only begouen
Son of God, and He is the Word. You will find the same Person is
spoken of as the Creator. In Gen. i. you read, "In the beginning
God created the heaven and the earth." In his Gospel the Apostle
John says, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. . . . All things were made by Him,
and without Him was not anything made that was made." In the
Hebrews the Apostle says, God" hath in these last days spoken unto
us by His Son; Whom He hath appoint~d Heir of all things, by
Whom also He made the worldS." And of the same Person it is said,
"The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father), full of grace
and truth." And again: "No man hath seen God at any time,"that is just what the Lord said to Moses, "No man can see Me and
live "-" the only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father,
He hath declared Him." His oneness with the Father, and therefore
His eternity, are expressed in this Gospel by the Lord Jesus Himself.
When answering Philip's request, " Show us the Father, and it sufficeth
us"; He said, "He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.-We
are so one, one in nature, only distinguished in Person-so one that
you cannot see Me without seeing the Father." The question of
apprehending and seeing Them both, is another question, which belongs
to experience; but the fact, the truth, is that you cannot see Jesus
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Christ without seeing His eternal Father. And the Spirit is in Them
both, and proceeds from Them both.
Now it is a convenient point here for me to ask you and myself,
Have we seen God in the Man Christ Jesus 1 Do not forget that in
Scripture it is recorded that the Jews constantly opposed Him. They
saw Him, and did not see Him; they heard Him, and understood not
His words. They perverted and wrested them; and of Him they
said, " He hath a devil." They said, He was" a gluttonous man and
a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners." If you have a
different, that is, a right opinion of Him, if I have; if, instead of
regarding Him as a mere man, as an evil man and an evil doer, we
see Him to be almighty God, what monuments of grace we are! The
badger's skin of His sacred humanity, if I may use the word here,
covers the glorious Person of God, the only-begotten Son of the Father.
We believe that this great Being, eternal, on Whom all things hang,
as it is written, "Upholding all things by the word of His power,"
the eternal Son of God, was made Man by the miraculous operation
of the Holy Ghost; that He was "made of a woman, made under
the law." So that when we read of the Lord Jesus, we read of almighty
God in our nature. Unitarians say we worship a man; but if you
have ever seen the eternal Deity that is in the Man Christ Jesus, you
then saw and worshipped God in that Man, that He was, and is, the
" I .AM THAT I .AM," who created heaven and earth. Though complex,
His Person is one. The naked rays of Deity, the beams which would
have been unbearable to us, are bearable in Him. Do we believe it 1
" Except ye believe that I am He, ye shall die in your sins."
4. My next position is, that this Person speaking in the text, the
almighty God, the" I AM," "the Lion of the tribe of Judah," the
Lamb as it had been slain," rules in heaven and earth. Yes, you,
myself, and all creatures are under His eye, His control, His guidance.
The Apostle John saw into heaven, and heard a voice saying, "Who
is worthy to open the book and to loose the seals thereof 1" The
book was in the hand of the Father. That had regard to the Covenant
of grace, and all the arrangements of that Covenant. "Who is worthy
to approach the Father, and take crut of His hand that book which
is sealed with seven seals 1" And John said, there was found no man
worthy to do it, and he wept; but an elder said to him, " Weep not;
behold the Lion of the tribe of Judah hath prevailed to open the
book." And John said, " I beheld, and 10, in the midst of the throne
. . . stood a Lamb as it had been slain"; and He approached His
Father Whose equal He was, and took the book, being worthy; and
He loosed the seals, and looked therein. Then began the dispensation that is continued to this day, and will continue to the end of
time. The seven seals were opened, and as you read in that wonderful
book of Revelation, different providences occurred-storms, earthquakes, thunders, lightnings, evils, scorching fire; all kinds of preserving providences over the Church, and judgments on her enemies
occurred. May we not disregard them. They occurred as the Son of
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God loosed and opened the seals. Then the trumpets were blown, and
-the vials were poured out. Since that day, I say, there have been
-the trumpets sounded, and the vials one by one poured out. How
near are we to that word-or are we right in the midst of it-that
after the sixth vial was poured out, there came from the bottomless
pit three unclean spirits like frogs 1 "They are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth, and of
-the whole world" (Rev. xvi. 13, 14). Very solemn! And men to-day,
religious teachers, hold doctrines of devils, which are coming forth
from their lips.
5. My next position is this: Do we believe that the glorious Person
in heaven, Who approached His Father, and took the book out of His
hand, and Who to-day is ruling in heaven and in earth, is the Speaker
in the text, the Man Christ Jesus 1 Very solemn it is to be under His
control. Do not forget what He said: "Think not that I am come to
send peace on the earth; nay, but a sword, a fire, and what will ye, if
it be already kindled 1" Things are just working out according to
Divine determination (Ephes. i. 11). God said to the serpent in Eden,
" I will put enmity between thy seed and her seed," the seed of the
woman. And Jesus said, " I have come to light a fire in the earthfather against son, and son against father; mother against daughter,
and daughter against mother"; and so on. And His word is being
fulfilled. Do you believe in the Person Who rules in heaven and
earth, the Man Christ Jesus 1 Do you believe this Book was inspired,
and that all that is here is true, and that Jesus is fulfilling the very
prophecies, the predictions therein, in the awful things that are now
taking place 1 "If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your
sins."
6. But why did He come forth 1 what brought Him to the earth 1
what made Him " a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief," His
intimate companion, sorrow, grief 1 The Holy Ghost has told us this
great mystery. It is said by Paul that His Father" made Him to be sin
jor us Who knew no sin." The evangelical prophet Isaiah tells us the
same thing: "The Lord hath laid on Him "-made to meet on HimH the iniquity of us all."
He- stooped, this Jesus stooped, coming
from His Father's bosom; and He came into this world to have His
people's sin laid on Him, that He might bear it away;-as the goat
..for the sacrifice for sin, and as the scape-goat to carry it away into
the land of forgetfulness; the same Person answering to both these
-types. It is an amazing thing to see almighty God sighing human
breath; to believe that the Lord of life experienced death. And if
we believe it not, we shall die in our sins. The same Person Who
<lreated the world, Who made man, Who rules now in heaven and earth,
-that same Person Incarnate, is before us in holy Scripture as " a Man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief." Having taken on Him all the
responsibilities and debts and guilt of His people, He must bear them,
and receive into His human soul and body, everything that was due to
them as sinners. He must be dealt with as if He Himself were a
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sinner, because the sins of His people were imputed to Him. This is
a cardinal doctrine; there is no salvation but in it, and no experimental
salvation but by believing it. You will never be right with God, unless
you are right with Him in His Son Jesus Christ. He Who made us
must re-make us, so to speak. He Who breathed into the nostrils (')f
Adam the breath of life, so that he became a living soul, must breathe
eternal life into our dead souls, that we may live. He Who said, "Let
there be light," must say to us, "Let there be the light of life in
your consciences." This is a great and a grand truth. The perfections of Deity, the claims of justice, the honour of Divine holiness,
and the fulfilling of every threat, as well as of every promise, you will
find centring here, finding their life, and their beauty, and their
glory, in this Person. His enemies were saying, "Who is your Father 1
and where is He 1" They always were wrangling and cavilling and
disputing and hating Him. Now said He, and this is the point: "If
you do not believe that I AM THAT I AM, if you do not believe that I
am the Substitute for all who shall be saved; that I have come to
bear their sins in My own body on the tree, to deliver them from
sin, and make them righteous before God-you shall die in your
sins."
Come then, dear hearers, to this point and ask yourselves-and
I would press it on your attention: Do we as a congregation, as
individual persons, believe in the substitution of Ohrist, in the imputation
to Him Who is God, of the sins of the ChUrch 1 Here is the hope of
a sinner, here is the foundation on which God builds the Church.
And if men dispute it, then we may apply to them the wondrous, the
majestic chapter which I read, Job xxxviii.: "Where were you when
God decreed to make this and that 1 Where were you when He laid
the foundations of the earth 1 Say, where were you when He decreed
that His beloved and only-begotten Son should become Incarnate, and
that He, the eternal Father, should impute to Him the sins of the
chosen ones 1" Men before these questions must be dumb. And a
believer is brought to say with his Lord and Saviour, "Even so,
Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight."
7. Next, if we do not believe that Christ really died, that He really
offered Himself to God without spot, thereby putting away our sin, we
shall die in our sins. We must die in our sins, unless Christ put them
away by the sacrifice of Himself. Look, then, at this great question,
face it, dear friends: Do you believe in the vicarious death of Jesus
Christ 1 They tell us to-day that this is an impossibility, and therefore
that justification is an impossibility; that it would be unjust to
punish an innocent person for a guilty person. But again, we may
say, "Have they sought and found out the secrets of infinite love
and wisdom and power 1 Shall the Almighty, the infinite God, be
judged by a finite principle 1" Though it is impossible for us to do
away with any man's sin, is it therefore impossible for God to put
away the sin of the sinner, and constitute him righteous 1 0 judge
not God by yourself. He silenced Job, He silenced Job's unwise
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friends, when He spoke out of the whirlwind. May He speak out
of the whirlwind to any of you who may now not believe that He
is the God who spoke to Job. Do you believe He died in the place
of some men ~ that He by dying took away their sins ~ that He
put them away so absolutely that they are, in the sight of His Father
and in His own sight and in the sight of His good Spirit, spotless,
without blame, without anything blameworthy, without "spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing "~ (Ephes. v. 27; Col. i. 22). Such must
be the effect of Christ's death, or no sinful man can enter heaven.
It was not an attempt to save that Jesus made when He died; it
was a real salvation which He effected when He said, " It is finished,"
and bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. This is foolishness with
man, is a stumbling-block to the Jew (1 Cor. i. 21, 22). That He
Whom they looked for to be their King, should be a poor, despised,
crucified Man, was such a stumbling-block that they could not pass.
They stumbled at that stumbling-stone; and there they are fallen,
as having stumbled. To the Greek what foolishness the cross is!
But to all believers it is "the power of God unto salvation." Are
we among the believers ~ "If ye believe not that lam He on the
cross, that I put away sin once and for ever; that I then perfected
for ever My people; that then I satisfied infinite justice, and met
all the claims of Divine holiness-unless you believe this, you shall
die in your sins, you shall bear your own sins." Come, then, to this
point. Says Paul, "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith
or no." Are you in the faith-that is not the grace of faith, but the
doctrine of faith-are you in that doctrine ~ Can you honestly sing
the hymn:
"Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine" ?

Can you look up to God and humbly sing that ~ Then what a favoured
person you are !
8. The next position I take up is this: that this Person Who gave
up the ghost, Who entered int<f paradise that day, is there to-day, and
" ever liveth to make intercession for them that come unto God by
Him." The Man, the God-man, is there to-day. Said John-O
wonderful sight !-" I saw in the midst of the throne a Lamb as it
had been slain." It was a solacing sight to him; it dried up his tears,
it filled him with a wonderful view of Divine mercy and peace, and
with admiration. And if you get it, it will have just the same effect;
it will dry ypur tears, raise your hope, comfort your heart, and bring
strength and adoring love into your faith. "A Lamb as it had been
slain." The reason of that sight and the effect appears to me to
be this: that He is there to intercede. It was as if it should be said,
those wounds intercede; they say to the Father, "The people for
Whom I had those wounds are Mine, and I am to bring them to
glory. They are dumb; for their guilt makes them dumb. They
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themselves are weak, and they cannot come through their difficulties;
but I now in heaven intercede, and I will send angels to be ministering
spirits to them, and I will send the Holy Ghost to them, the Spirit
of promise to be their Teacher." 0 guilty person, do you believe in
'the intercession of Jesus in heaven? Who can fail for whom He
intercedes? Paul says to the Romans, "Who shall lay anything to
the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth; who is he that
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again,
Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession
for us" (Rom. viii. 33, 34).
Now, my friends, is this an encouragement for you? Can you cast
anchor here, even into that which is within the veil, and feel at times
that no matter how guilty, how polluted, how wandering, how foolish,
how wicked, you may be, here is an encouragement? Here is a Man,
the God-man, in heaven, living" after the power of an endless life."
And His ability "to save them to the uttermost that come unto
God by Him," is made to hang on this: "Seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25). Come, repenting sinner,
come, poor, broken-hearted believer, come, you who have not a price
to bring in your hand, nor a good feeling to boast of, nor a good
frame to talk about on your knees, come with woes, and wants, and
wounds, and sins; and as you believe in this blessed Intercessor, you
will find your sins taken away.
9. "If ye believe not that I am He" in these particulars, "ye
shall die in your sins." Then this follows: That when a man, when a
sinner, does believe that Jesus is the I AM, that He is what the Scriptures
declare Him to be, that 'He did what the Scriptures say He did, that
He is where the Scriptures say He is, and He is doing what the
Scriptures say He is doing-he shall be saved, he shall not die in his
sins. The sinner that by precious faith, faith which stands in the
power of God, fixes here, stands here, casts himself down here before
the God-man Jesus Christ, he shall be saved, he shall not die in his
sins. And this is according to the Apostle's word, "Whosoever shall
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." Well, that is a kind
word respecting some of us, is it not? We go to Him by necessity,
by choice, by attraction; and this three-fold cord cannot be broken.
We go as lost sinners to call on the name of this great God-man,
the Lord Jesus; and remember, the Lord help you to remember, that
the Gospel is for sinners. It is the sinners' Gospel; we are undone
without it. Take this Man away, and we are all undone; but He
abides in this blessed Book. The testimony of Him and for Him
is here. He abides in heaven, and He abides in the Church. Yes,
He abides as the Saviour, as the Prophet, as the King, as the Priest.
He abides with His people, and their faith brings them more or less
distinctly to abide' in Him. "Abide in Me, and I in you."
And may I, in conclusion, say again what I have already said:
tha.t He and His Father a.re so one that, though distinct in Person,
They are not different in nature. No division in the Divine nature.
18
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And therefore when He is with a sinner, the Father is with a sinner,
and the Spirit proceeding from Them both, is also in the sinner. "I
in them," and how ~ "As Thou Father art in Me, and I in thee."
What an amazing mercy-the Trinity in a sinner! the Trinity loving
a sinner, saving a sinner, blessing a sinner, guiding a sinner, and
ultimately taking a sinner to be with Himself.
So far I have set before you, as God I hope has helped me, fundamentals gathered up into one fundamental. We are face to face
to-day with the most appalling infidelity, but let the Barnes's, the
Campbells and the Garvies, and all the many that stand on the side
of that terrible word uttered by a Bishop in Westminster Abbey, " If
there be a God "-let them say or approve of evolution and the
destruction of theology, we have this BOOK, and we believe some
have the Holy Ghost, Who spoke by holy men of old. We have His
Word for our Teacher and our Guide. Stand here, dear friends.
Young people, you have much to meet with, much to contend against,
if you fear God; but stand fast by this, and remember one thing,
if you can: that when the Lord Jesus was tempted of the devil, He
said, "It is written, it is written." Say that also, if and when you
are tempted. If a subtle argument is brought to you, reply, "It is
written, it is written." This Book is written, these instructions are
written: this Jesus is given, God sent Him; He freely came, He
lovingly came; He freely, lovingly died; He rose again, He is in heaven.
" It is written." That, if you are enabled to hold it, will keep you;
the word of' Jesus's patience will keep you, and you will keep it;
and in the end this will be your blessed, happy lot: "Come, ye
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world" (Matt. xxv. 34).
Now I; have delivered. what was in my mind. I felt last ~!onday
morning when I opened my paper and saw the terrible thing that
Bishop Barnes, the BIshop of Birmingham, said, and said to boys in
Westminster Abbey-Oh, how I felt for those boys! I felt such indignation and sorrow in my soul that made me cry to God to arise and
vindicate His name and honow. And my mind has been with you
youP,g people more or less all the week, r have felt for you, and I
feel for you. It mar be that as l' am an old man, God may remove
me before the terrible day that is coming; but depend on this: you
will meet with much opposition of "science falsely so-called," and
if you have faith,.you will need it. Christ said to His disciples, having
taught them many things, "Let these sayings sink down into your
ea1'&-; for the Son of Man shall be delivered into the hands of men."
As if He should saY', " When I am weak, when I am crucified, when I
seem to have no power, then remember I have taught you these
things." God-help.us to Believe and to remember.
(This excellent and timely sermon may be obtained' from Mr..
Popham, " N"ormandien,"'lO, Harrington Road, Brignton, Price 2d.EDITOR.)
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SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
LOVE-A FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" The fruit of the Spir'it is love," etc.-GALATIANS v. 22.
THE first-named fruit of the new nature in the children of God, born
of the Holy Spirit, is love (Gal. v. 22). Doubtless," love" here signifies, primarily, love to God, and then, secondarily, love to the brethren,
that is, to all who are born of God, and are therefore brothers and
sisters in Christ. The first Epistle of John treats largely of this
subject. It tells us that" God'is love," and points out how that love
has been manifested to His people, namely, by His sending His onlybegotten Son into the world, that they might have eternal life through
His propitiatory sacrifice (1 John iv. 9, 10). Then verse 11 reads,
" Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another."
St. Paul reminds believers that" the love of God (that is, a sense of
God's love to us) is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which
is given to us" (Rom. v. 5), and we read in 1 John v. 19, "We love
Him, because He first loved us." This love to God is love to Him in
His Trinity of Persons, as revealed in His Word-to the Father Who
" spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all" (Rom.
viii. 32); to the Son Who loved us and" gave Himself for our sins"
{Gal. i. 4); and to ,the Holy Spirit Who loves us, calls us by His
grace, and keeps us by His power through faith unto salvation
(1 Peter i. 5).
Yet.how cold is our love to Him at the best of times, often causing
the saints of God to wonder if they really do love Him! That eminent
servant of God, John Newton, author of the well-known hymn, "How
sweet the name of Jesus sounds," wrote:
"'Tis a point I long to knowOft it caoses anxious thoughtDo I love- the Lord, or no?
Am I His, or am I not?"

But the more we by grace meditate upon and realize His great love
to us, the more shall we love Him Who so loved us. And, says the
Apostle John, " If God so loved us, we ought also to love one another."
Again (verse 21), he enforces this exhortation by reminding us that
this is the new commandment of the Lord Jesus Christ, according to
His words (John xiii. 34), "A new commandment I give unto you,
That ye love one another; as r have loved you, that ye' also love one
another." And then he points out the reciprocal nature of love to
God and love to Godls children.- "Whosoever believeth that Jesus
is the Christ, is born of God: and everyone that loveth Him that
begat, loveth Him that is begotten of Him " (1 John·v. 1).
Moreover, we learn from the'same Apostle that love- to the brethren
is an evidence- of having- passed from death unto life. "We know
that we have passedfrom death unto life, because-we love the brethren"
(1 John iii. 14).
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"TO OPEN THE BLIND EYES."

JESUS said to His disciples, "Blessed are your eyes, for they see."
They saw Him Whom many prophets had in vain desired to see.
They saw what He did, where He went, what wonders He wrought,
and, being illuminated with the light of God, they saw as hundreds
of others who followed Him did not see, they saw in Him the long
looked for Messiah, the Son of God. Simeon had nothing else to
live for after his eyes had seen the Babe of BetWehem, the salvation
of the Lord. Toplady said, "Mine eyes shall see Him in that day~
the God Who died for me." In Zechariah we read, " Every eye shall
see Him." There will be those eyes that saw the wall and the temple
rebuilt, after the long captivity. There will be Solomon's eyes, which
saw the glory of the Lord fill the house of the Lord. There will be the
patriarch's eyes, which saw, and the eyes of Benjamin, that it was
Joseph himself who spake such" comfortable words" to them. There
will be Jacob: what had his eyes seen ~ The blood-stained coat
,one sorrowful day, and he never thought to see its dear wearer again.
But He did see him, and his sons, and his sons' sons, before his spirit
returned to God Who gave it. I suppose no eyes have ever seen as
much as Moses saw. He saw the judgments of God in Egypt. He
saw the sea divide and on the other side he saw all their oppressors
dead. He saw fresh manna on the ground every morning. He saw
the rock open and the water gush out. He saw the grapes of Eschol.
He saw God on Mount Sinai, and from the top of Pisgah he saw the
Promised Land-the home of Israel. By that time he understood
better than at the beginning what that great sight meant, that the
bush burned and was not consumed, for the Israel of God had been
made a spectacle to angels and to men.
I have been thinking of these and of other things which the eyes of
men have seen, while watching at what seems to be the dying bed
of an aged saint. She thought that she would have been gone before
this. She had not known of the conflict which must be gone through,
when the enemy, as Ahithophel said, has come upon her when she
"is weary and weakhanded" and has made her afraid. She wants·
to see the Lord's face, none so dear as that, but He hides Himself
and she seems to be in darkness with Him Who was forsaken of the
Father. All seems to go. Then she calls to remembrance what He
has done for her and said to her. For instance, when He said once
when she was in sorrow and perplexity, "Ye have not chosen Me;
but I have chosen you." She used to say that if great and deep'
conviction of sin was an essential proof of the Lord's teaching, she
was out of it; for she" came in at the south gate," and for the most
part held fast her confidence, walking in the ways of the Lord. But
now it is, on ~' the worst of sinners that He shines every now and then,'"
making her heart glad and filling her lips with good things and helping
her, as she said the other day, " Through the river, blessed be God."
What a portion theirs is, who have such things revealed to them by-
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that Holy Spirit and Comforter of Whom Jesus said, "He shall take
of Mine and show it unto you." He shows to them Christ's sorrowHis atonement, His love, His subjection to the will of God, His perfect
obedience and example. And how comforting are His other words,
" He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father." The Father's love
and salvation are seen in Jesus, are revealed by the Lord, by Him,
Whom having not yet seen we love, and rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory.
FOLLOWER-ON.

SURE DELIVERANCES.
are times, very perplexing times, in life, especially amongst
the Lord's own dear exercised people, when they cannot see which
way to turn, or in what manner to act. There is not one glimpse of the
next step in the road before them (which, however, our loving Lord
has already mapped out), not a finger-post anywhere in sight, not
even a brief indication in His Word as far as dimmed eyes can behold,
whether this way or that way to take. Their eyes seem to be holden
that they cannot discern even a footstep. At such times the language
<>f Moses to Israel, the God~given message, is the only key to the
solution of difficulty (Exod. xiv. 13), "Fear ye not, stand still and see
the salvation of the Lord which He will show to you to-day." We
know of the great deliverance He wrought for them, dividing the
waters for their feet to pass dry shod through the terrible sea. "The
waters were a wall unto them on their right hand and on their left."
The very hindrances of nature became their protection. "Thus the
Lord saved," and thus He saves now in the dire extremities of His
,people.
I daresay many of my readers have read of that man of God, George
,Miiller, sailing to America on one occasion when a very dense, fog
.came on the sea, and the vessel could not proceed. George MUller
went to the Captain of the boat and told him he had an appointment
in New York (I think it was), for.a certain time the ne}.-t day. This
made it imperative for him to proceed. The Captain reasolled with
him that he could not go on in such a fog. George Muller reminded
him of prayer, and went with the Captain to his room, where he poured
..out his soul in earnest prayer. Then when he rose from his knees
.and went with the Captain on deck, the fog had lifted and George
Muller kept his appointment in New York, for he had asked God.
There is absolutely nothing beyond the power' of God. We have
.only to read the lives of missionaries and other men used of God to
see how marvellously He provides and delivers in these days. But
it is not" in my way nor in your way, but in His own way the Lord
will provide." Very often He brings His people into extremities,
where all seems blocked up on every side, just to bring His dear people
to know and to feel there is no help in man, no help in self, but that
it is of His mercies, His grace, His power that we are delivered, and that
THERE
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"in due time" He has a set time for the display of His providence.
"In due time Christ died for the ungodly," and we know that always
" He never is before His time and never is behind." No," all things
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to His purpose." There is a set time when" the Lord
shall open unto thee His good treasure." I love that word" treasure."
It speaks of more than transient gifts. It means accumulated wealth,
wealth that has been gathered together in the past. It means great
value, and it means also collected for the future. 'Child of God, thy
Father hath been thinking of thee and preparing for thee in the past,
in His Covenant love and plan, with His beloved Son and the Holy
Spirit. All these treasures are hidden in Christ. He is our Treasure,
and oh! how glorious to know we are His treasure.
He will reveal to us the things of God more and more "as we are
able to bear" it. He, the Holy Spirit, will reveal gently but assuredly
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge in Christ Jesus. One
could write much on these treasures and where they are found. We
read of treasures in darkness, of hidden treasures, treasures of the
snow, treasures of the hail, and treasures in heaven, and of the Lord's
abundant gifts (for He never gives sparingly; He gives lavishly).
" I lead in the way of righteousness ... that I may cause those that
love Me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures." "Will
fill their treasures," not put something into them, but fill them.
When we contemplate our sinfulness and utter unworthiness, the
depths and windings of sin, within, without, on all sides, and read,
"I lead in the way of righteousness," we are filled with wonder at
His amazing grace. What righteousness ~ "The righteousness of
God which is by faith of Jesus Christ, which is unto all and upon all
them which believe."
From a note in' my Bible I read, "The righteousness of God is
neither an attribute of God nor the changed character of the believer,
but Ohrist Hi'mselj, Who fully met in our stead and behalf every
demand of the law, and Who is, by the act of God called imputation
(Lev. xxv. 50; James ii. 23), 'made unto us . . . righteousness'
(1 Cor. i. 3O). The believer in Christ is now, by grace, shrouded under
so complete and blessed a righteousness that the law from Mount
Sinai can find neither fault nor diminution therein. This is that
which is called the righteousness of God by faith." (Bunyan.)
Thus, dear reader, see thy all-sufficiency in Him, thy treasures.
Do contemplate this, and if perplexing thy present outward circumstances, and if the persistent enemy of thy soul point to thy sins and
short-comings, look to the redeeming blood of thy Saviour, shed for
thee, and cry, " Behold the Lamb of God." "His blood and righteousness availeth for me." See in the greater, the provision for the lesser,
and that all thy way, every step is ordered. It is in His keeping and
by His sovereign grace, " All, all, is well."
I would fain close this article with the following lines, which may
the Lord use for the uplifting of His dear people.
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"Why does your face, ye humble souls,
These mournful colours wear?
What doubts are these that waste your faith,
And nourish your deflpair?
What though your numerous sins -exceed
The stars that fill the skies?
And, 'aiming at the eter>Ilal Throne,
Like pointed mountains rise?
See here an endless ocean flows
Of never-failing grace!
Behold·s. dying Saviour's veins
l'he saored flood increase !
It rises high and drowns the hills,
Has neither shore nor bound;
Now if we search to find "our sins,
Our ,BinS can ne'er be found.
Ah I "ours is 'Such a full salvation."
"My God shall supply all your need,"
And "comfort you .on every side."
NETTlE.

THE FUTURE OF PALESTINE.
SIR Alfred Mond, M.P., has recently returned to England from an
extended tour of Egypt, Irak, Palestine, and other areas, principally
in connection with the Joint Survey Commission for developing the
Near East. On March 15th, he gave some of his impressions to a
representaive of the Daily Telegraph. In reference to the future of
Palestine the Daily Telegraph for March 16th has the f0llowing :" Sir Alfred spoke very hopefully on the future of Palestine. .There
had been an immense improvement in the relation between Jews and
Arabs. There would never be inter-marriage between them, but they
were already living and working well together. A.s a country without
mineral resources, Palestine would never develop the heavier
industries, but would depend on agriculture and small industries. For
these the Jews who had migrated into Palestine from Poland, Tram!ylvania, and Russia showed the greatest aptitude.
" Trades already on the road to prosperity were: the manufacture
of scents from flowers, stocking making, silks and textiles, oil and
soap, cement, and tobacco. The wine industry w.as .reviving steadily,
although it had been badly hit by American prohibition .and o'ther
causes. If tobacco were included in the scheme for Imperial preference it would flourish enormously.
" BOUNDLESS" FUTURE.

"Afforestation was going ahead; roads were spreading in all
directions-many of them fit for motor traffic; and there were 120
factories in the Jerusalem area alone. The relations betwe"en Capital and Labour were good. When the Haifa harbour works were
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complete, with a pipe line from Mosul, Palestine would possess one of
the greatest and busiest ports in the whole Mediterranean.
" Of the scheme for extracting chemicals from the Dead Sea, he
said: 'It is an interestingly speculative proposition.'
" On the question of British administration, Sir Alfred struck an
entirely reassuring note. Lord Plumer, he said, had established confidence among every class of the popualtion. King Feisal was all for
consolidating friendly relations between Palestine and Irak, and for
bringing together the two great Semitic races.
" 'I consider the possibilities of Palestine boundless,' Sir Alfred
concluded. 'The physical type is improving. Health generally is
good, and will be better when the malarial belt is drained. The
children are among the most beautiful creatures in the world.'
" Concerning the hostile demonstration when he visited Baghdad,
Sir Alfred said: 'I found it rather difficult to ascertain what it was
all about. The best explanation was that it was largely instigated
by Bolshevik emissaries from Russia. It was merely a mob affair.
Some days afterwards we walked about in Baghdad, and there was
no trouble.' "
~otte~ponlJrnct.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A lady worker among sailors writes: "Thank you
very much for the parcel of literature you so kindly sent last week for
our work. I am sorry not to have acknowledged it before, but I ha.ve
been away from home the last three weeks. I am very glad to have
this supply of books and pamphlets, as I have a new worker at the
docks who is very keen on the distribution of Gospel books, and I do
not seem able to keep him adequately supplied. I myself am a great
believer in the distribution of such literature, as I think books go where
no spoken word would have the-opportunity of going." A missionary
writes: "Thank you very much for your parcel of books, of which we
can make very good use for the men." Such letters as these should
encourage our helpers to do all they can for the book-mission, that it
may press forward in the distribution of the Gospel of Christ amongst
the men of the Army and Navy.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street,
Touerdown, Bristol,

May, 1928.
"AND will the righteous Judge of men
Condemn me for that debt of sin,
Which, Lord, was charged on Thee? "-Toplady.
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~age.

SAFETY.
is a word which my young readers frequently hear. "Safety
first" is impressed on our minds. All kinds of efforts are put forth
i.n order, if possible, to lessen the number of accidents, through which
so many people suffer injuries of a. more or less .serious nature, and
through which in the course of a year thousands lose their lives.
In this little village mothers are constantly impressing upon their
-children the importance of carefully keeping out of the way of motors
.and motor-cycles, some of which rush past at great speed. One little
.girl, six years of age, is told by her mother to keep to the side of the
Toad all the way to school, and I have often met the child obeying to
the letter her mother's instructions.
It is of great importance that safety should receive careful attention
.at all times, but I want now to ask you to think of safety-not of
the body-but of the soul. Thousands of people who show great
concern as to the safety of the body, seem to care nothing at all about
the safety of their never-dying souls. Indeed, they do not know that
they are in such terrible danger. The truth about man's utterly lost
condition as revealed in the Word of God is altogether disregarded.
Yet how clearly it is set forth. "There is no difference: for all
have sinned and come' short of the glory of God" (Rom. iii. 22, 23).
All have sinned and come short, however outwardly attractive the
1ife and character. By nature we are all truly described as " having
no hope, and without God in the world" (Eph. ii. 12). "Guilty
before God" (Rom. iii. 19). One who believes this through the
teaching of the Holy Spirit, becomes concerned about his eternal
salvation, and learns from the Word of God to " behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John i. 29). He
sees that the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross of Calvary to make
iull atonement for the sins of guilty sinners, and flees for refuge to
lay hold of the hope set before him. God the Father planned this
wondrous salvation, God the Son gave His life in order to carry out
the plan, and God the Holy Spirit convinces the sinner of his guilt,
and then leads him to see that the precious blood of Jesus covers
.all the sins of all who shall ever believe in Him (1 John i. 7).
Well may the believer sing :THIS

"0 the love that sought us,
o the blood that bo~ht us,
o the gra.ce that brought me to the Fold!
Wondrous grace that brought me to the Fold! "

One of the greatest joys of the child of God now is to hear of
.another soul who has been brought in safety to the Fold of the Good
Shepherd, Who is able to keep us day by day and at last bring us to
.the glories which He has prepared for us in our heavenly home.
May each of my young readers experience now the eternal safety
to be found only in the sinner's Saviour.
E. A. H.
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PRAYER BOOK REVISION.
Manifesto of the Northern Council of The Church Association.
THE Northern Council of the Church Association records its deep sense
of gratitude to God for the rejection by the House of Commons of the
Prayer Book Measure of 1927, but regards with undiminished concern
the proposals of the Bishops as embodied in the " Amended Deposited
Book" now under consideration.
These proposals have been truly described as "an attempt by an
unwise Episcopate to force an unscriptural Prayer Book on an unwilling
people."
The adoption of alternative forms of worship is in itself undesirable,
and can only lead to confusion. But when these alternative forms
are found-as in the present case-to be in many respects contradictory, the confusion must lead also to conflict and division.
Such a solution of the matter was never contemplated by the Royal
Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline, 1906. The recommendations
of the Commission concerning alterations in the Prayer Book would
have been fully met by the is_sue of one Form of Worship, revised
without any doctrinal change, as in the case of the Canadian Prayer
Book.
But the opportunity has again been seized to bring in an alternative
form, which is expressive of unscriptural doctrines repudiated and
cast out at the Reformation.
THE FIRST RECOMMENDATION of the Royal Commission (that
practices which lie on the Romeward side of the gulf dividing the
Church of England from the Church of Rome should promptly be made
to cease by the authority already possessed by the Bishops) has been
persistently ignored. The Bishops, pledged by their ordination and
consecration vows to banish and drive away erroneous and strange
doctrine contrary to God's Word, have encouraged and given preferment to men who, as massing priests and avowed enemies· of the
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Reformation, have no legitimate place in the ministry of the Church
of England.
Further, the Bishops-in many instances-instead of insisting on
obedience to the law, have illegally taken it upon themselves to dispense the Romanizing clergy from the observance of the law by allowing and regulating such practices as Reservation and the wearing of
illegal vestments.
In their amended proposals the Bishops still seek approval and
legalization for alternative services in which they yield to the lawbreaking clergy and their supporters by allowing the Mass Vestment;
by giving implicit sanction to the Eastward Position; by re-arranging
the Prayer of Consecration so as to encourage the false doctrine of
transubstantiation and the offering of the sacrifice of the Mass; by
permitting Reservation of the consecrated Bread and Wine; by
inserting-in several places-Prayers for the Dead; by providing a
" Devotion" which may be said immediately before the celebration
of the Holy Communion, and in which the Lord's Table is referred to
as "the altar of God"; by the proposed observance of the Romish
festival of All Souls; and in other lesser respects.
The Council unhesitatingly calls upon all who know that our ascended
Lord gave no order of sacrificing priests to His Church to reject these
proposals, and thus save the Church of England from the humiliation
they involve.
The Council is equally opposed to the concessions to Modernism
which are also to be found in the new book, and of which a notable
instance is the very significant alteration of the question put to thoseseeking the office of deacon as to their belief in the Canonical Scriptures.
In issuing this manifesto the Council desires to stimulate inquiry
as to the real nature of the Bishops' proposals, and to move the people
to such action as shall secure the rejection of the proposed re;vision.
The Council regards the present crisis as one of the gravest in the history
of the Church of England, and one out of which she must emerge either
as a Church glorying in and guided by the written Word, or as one
which speaks with two contradictory voices, makes the Word of God
of none effect, and so incurs the guilt. of rejecting His counsel.
. Every Parliamentary Elector is earnestly invited to write to his or
her M.P., enclosing a copy of this manifesto, and urging the member to
vote against the new Prayer Book measure. Letters to M.P's. should
be addressed to the House of Commons, London, S.W.I.
Copies of this manifesto may be obtained for free circulation from
Councillor T. MIDDLETON, J.P., Gower Hey House, Hyde, Cheshire.

"Nor can His wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness,
And sprinkled with Thy blood."-Toplady.
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THE" DEPOSITED BOOK" AND THE NONCONFORMISTS.
Romanizers when it suits them can make honeyed appeals to
'Protestant Nonconformists, and even enlist their sympathies by stirring
denunciations of the iniquity of " State control" over the" Church,"
as they describe what is really the control of the Law over" priests "
as well as lay-people. The advocates of the Romanizing " Deposited
Book" are remarkably busy in seeking to win over Nonconformist
'Members of Parliament to its support. Therefore, Nonconformists
should understand exactly what the Ritualists really think of them.
No better witness to the teaching of that party can well be cited than
the late Bishop of Zanzibar, notorious for his appeal to his fellowRomanizers to "Fight for your Tabernacles." In his book on The
"Holy Sacrifice the users of it are taught to pray" God may convert
and win the sinful, the fallen, blasphemers, the unbelieving, DISSENTERS."
(P. 56; Methuen & Co., 1898.) Again in page 52, they are to pray that
the Holy Spirit" may win back into living union ,vith the Catholic
Church, all Protestants in England, all Protestants abroad, the unbelieving, the lapsed, the careless."
A Ritualistic handbook, which had a very great vogue, is The Oongregation in Ohurch, which says, " Nevertheless, although it is not actually
schism, it is schismatical to attend Dissenting Meeting Houses, or to
subscribe to, or assist the sectarian objects of Dissenters in any way."
{P. 202; New Edition; Mowbray & Co.) Another favourite manual
is the Book for the Ohildren of God (W. Knott), which at page 77 says:
« The Catholic Church is the Home of the Holy Ghost.
It is His only
earthly home. He does not make His home in any Dissenting sect.
Sometimes people quarrel with the Church, and break away from her,
:and make little sham churches of their own. We call these people
'Dissenters and their sham churches sects. The Holy Ghost does not
":abide-does not dwell-with them. He goes to visit them perhaps,
,but only as a stranger."
The real attitude of the Ritualistic party towards Protestant Non- ,
-conformists was demonstrated in the discussions on" Kilruyu," a dozen
years ago. Evangelicals and, in fact all decent Churchpeople were of
opinion that in the Mission-field the members of orthodox non-episcopal
Churches when out of reach of their own denominational ministrations,
ought to be admitted to communion in our churches. The Ritualistic
'party was violently opposed to this act of Christian charity, and a
schism in the Anglican Communion was only averted by the Bishops
at the Lambeth Conference of 1920 refusing to make any definite pronouncement on the subject.
Now this furnishes what mere polite words do not, an " acid test"
-for ascertaining a man's true sentiments about "Dissenters." Will
.he welcome them, or will he debar them from the Lord's Table ~
Protestant Churchpeople who most earnestly value the existing law
-of the Church, which permits and welcomes to the Lord's Table all
who love the Lord in sincerity, appeal to their Nonconformist brethren
to maintain the National Church in its present broad Christian charity
THE
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to all true Christians. They ask the Nonconformists to maintain their
own Church rights which the old Mother-Church has ever recognized
are theirs.
The appeal to them is now to stand with us Protestant Churchpeople,
as their fathers stood with our fathers at the glorious Protestant
Revolution, regardless of our different sectarian interests, a solid body
of Protestant patriots who will repel all attacks on the Reformed
Religion of " this Protestant Kingdom." By all the most sacred considerations that can move Christian men they are bound to do this.
Defeat the Romanized " Deposited Book." Make it clear that Protestant Churchpeople and Protestant Nonconformists will not suffer a
change in the law to please those to whom" Dissenters" are on a level
with blasphemers, to whom the Evangelical Free Churches are" sects ".
and "little sham churches" without the indwelling Spirit of God.The Church Intelligencer, for May.
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
FOR 121 years the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society has sought to cheer
a large number of the poor members of the household of faith in the
latter days of their pilgrimage, and the Annual Meeting, held at
Caxton Hall on May 4th, was most encouraging.
The Report presented ascribed praise to God for His goodness in
preservation and in making provision, by which all needs had been
met. The Society was founded upon Holy Scripture and had been
preserved in loyalty to these foundation principles amid all the changes
which had taken place. The income for the past year was slightly
in advance of the preceding year. The progress of the Society was.
seen in the contrast-at the close of the first financial year the
expenditure was £5 2s. 9d., while at the close of last year £10,000
was expended in pensions alone, in addition to which the eight homes
had been maintained. The Committee had decided to raise all the
lower pensions from July next.
The chairman, John F. W. Deacon, Esq., spoke very warmly of the
work of the Society, and commended- it for increased support.
The Rev. J. H. Hallett, in moving the adoption of the Report, referred
to his long association with the Society, and earnestly advocated
its claims, and the Rev. R. H. Talbot, in seconding this, emphasized
the Scriptural basis of the Society.
Sir George Hume, whose interest in the Society is very deep, moved
that this meeting heartily endorses the Scriptural and Protestant
character of the A.P.F.S., and, in sympathy with .widely extended
and undenominational work, cordially commends it to the support
of all who desire the welfare of the Lord's aged people. In seconding
this the Rev. W. W. Martin alluded to the Protestant character of
the Institution.
Messrs. J. C. Dennis and H. Rogers also took part, and the meeting
closed with the Doxology and Benediction.
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THE REFORMERS AND HOLY SCRIPTURE: AN HISTORICAL hTVESTIGATION. By C. Sydney Carter, M.A., Litt.D. Pp. 78. Price

2s. 6d. net. (C. J. Thynne and Jarvis, Ltd., Whitefriars St.,
Fleet St., London, E.CA.)
TEE object of the author of this book is "to enable the ordinary
intelligent reader, from reliable historical evidence, to form a clear
and accurate view of the attitude adopted by the outstanding leaders
of the Reformation period" towards the supremely important question
of the Holy Scriptures.
The volume consists of four chapters. In the first Dr. Carter deals
with the question of inspiration and gives the views of our own and
of the Continental Reformers.
Chapter Il deals with the authority, supremacy and sufficiency of
the Scriptures, and Chapter III takes up the question of interpretation.
In all these chapters we have copious and valuable quotations from
the Reformers both at home and on the Continent.
Throughout the book the author shows a wide knowledge of the
literature of the Reformation, and it is evident that the production
of this volume has meant an immense amount of reading and thought.
The result is a -mine of information on the subjects treated.
In his concluding chapter, Dr. Carter says, "There can be no
question that all the Anglican and most of the foreign Reformers
held at least a thorough belief in the plenary inspiration, unique
authority and absolute trustworthiness of God's 'living oracles';
several, especially the Anglicans, went further than this, and approached
the view, commonly held by the medireval schoolmen, of the absolute
mechanical verbal dictation of the ScriptuEes, although the vast
majority admitted: the individuality of the sacred: writers." He
proceeds to state that the Reformers with. few exceptions regarded
the Scriptures and the Word of God as synonymous terms. He
specially mentions the English. Reformers and Zwingli, Bullinger and
€al,vin. as', holding. that the Bible is really" God's Word written."
With r.egar.d to the author's treatment of inspiration, there is much
that is really excellent, but he seems to confound the theory of verbal
inspiration with the mechanical view. Most responsible teachers, we
think, who have held that the whole Bible was verbally inspired,
rejected what is called the mere mechanical view of inspiration. The
late- Bishop J. C. Ryle said, "I abhor the 'mechanical-' theory of
inspira.tion," and- yet he whole-heartedly favoured the doctrine of
vel:baLinspiration. Dr. Carter also, so it seems to us, fails to recognize
that those- who hold the plenary verbal inspiration of the Scriptures.
assert this doctrine of the original Hebrew and Greek Scriptures. They.- fully admit that slight errors may have crept into the present
manuscripts through want of care on- the- part of copyists. In-reference
to this point, the late Dr. Tregelles wrote (and he fully held verbal
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inspiration), " The present condition of the text of any ancient author
is no ground for concluding that he did not originally write just what
he intended; it is only a reason why we should use all critical diligence
to learn, on grounds of evidence, what were the words and phrases
which he actually wrote" (Tregelles on Daniel, p. 282).
Dr. Carter, we think, is rather loose on the qttestion of inspiration
when he says (p. 16)," The theory of a direct verbal dictation by the
Holy Spirit would surely mean that it would be as sinful to doubt the
exact accuracy of a genealogy, or of the numbers of people slain in a
battle, as to reject the teaching given in the Sermon on the Mount.
But no theory of inspiration should shut out the relative importance
of different parts or statements of Scripture." We would say that it
is "as sinful to doubt the exact accuracy of a genealogy, or of the
numbers of people slain in a battle, as to reject the teaching given
in the Sermon on the Mount." But we would say this of the original
manuscripts of the Old and New Testaments. Here again we would
quote Bishop J. C. Ryle. He says, "The view which I maintain is
that every book, and chapter, and verse, and syllable of the Bible
was originally given by inspiration of God ... I believe the narratives
and statements of Genesis, and the catalogues in Chronicles, were just
as truly written by inspiration as the Acts of the Apostles. I believe
Ezra's account of the nine-and-twenty knives, and St. Paul's message
about the cloak and parchments, were as much written under Divine
direction as the twentieth of Exodus, the seventeenth of John, or the
eighth of Romans. I do not say, be it remembered, that all these parts
of the Bible are of equal importance to our souls. Nothing of the kind!
But I do sa.y they were all equally given by inspiration" (Chapter on
" Inspiration," Old Paths, pp. 19, 20). We hope Dr. Carter may give
further consideration to this very vital subject.
There· is another criticism which we feel bound. to make in view
of the change made in the question to deacons in the new Prayer
Book. Dr. Carter says, " It is sometimes contended that the question
asked of the deacon in the Ordinand predicates a very rigid theory
of Divine inspiration. 'Do you unfeignedly believe all the Canonical
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament l' But this seems a very
forced interpretation to place on a very indefinitely worded question,
which, whatever may have been its implied intention, does not even
refer to the Scriptures as a revelation of God. The addition which
it is now proposed to make in the' Deposited Book '-' as given of
God to convey to us in many parts and in divers manners the revelation
of Himself, which is fulfilled in our Lord Jesus Christ,' does not therefore
necessarily weaken the original statement and is moreover based on
the very language of Scripture itself (Heb. i. 1)." We think that
the present question. to the deacon binds him to a full' belief of all
the historical narratives and· of all the truths set for·th in the Scriptures.
No man who honestly gives an affirmative answer to that question
will regard large parts of the Bible as mere "legend, myth, allegory
and fable," nor will he deny the truth of all our Lord's utterances.
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It seems, however, to be clear beyond all question that the additionnow made to that question in the "Deposited Book" is intended to
open the door wide for the admission of Modernists, and that it does.
therefore greatly" weaken the original statement." The addition tothe question in the "Deposited Book" expects belief only in the
Scriptures as "conveying to us" God's revelation of Himself. That
is to say, it suggests that the Scriptures contain some revelation of
God, some inspired truth, but it leaves it to the individual to decide
how much or how little is the inspired Word of God. Many of us
believe that the whole Bible is God's Word, that; to use the language
of Bishop Ryle, "every book, and chapter, and ve1'se, and syllable of
the Bible was originally given by inspiration of God." We. are, therefore, very much concerned at the change made in the question todea.cons in the Ordination Service.
The verse in the Epistle to the Hebrews says nothing about theScriptures conveying God's revelation of Himself. "We have not tosearch," says the late Canon Hoare, "from Gen. i. to Rev. xxii. in
the hope that if we are sufficiently fortunate we may find somewhereor other some scattered seeds of hidden truth; but we have Divine
truth from the beginning to the end, and we may apply to the whole
the words of our blessed Lord, ' Thy word is truth' " (Great Principlesof Divine Truth, p. 6).
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ELECTION TO HOLINESS.
IF election is to holiness (Ephes. i. 4), as the a.postle here teaches,
it "follows, first, that individuals, and not communities or nations, are
the objects of election; secondly, that holiness in no form can be
the ground of election. If men are chosen to be holy, they cannot
be chosen because they are holy. And, thirdly, it follows that holiness
is the only evidence of election. For one who lives in sin to claim tobe elected unto holiness is a contradiction.-Dr. O. Bodge.

