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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND PEAOE.
" The fruit of the SPIRIT is . . . peace."-GALATIANS v. 22.

THERE is much teaching in this chapter about the HOLY SPIRIT.
We are taught that He is the Author of spiritual life. " We live
by the SPIRIT." We are to" walk by the SPIRIT" (verse 25, R.V.).
It is by His aid that we are to walk worthy of our vocation. We
are also taught that GOD'S people are" led by the SPIRIT" (verse
18). He dwells in their hearts and they are under His influence.
We are further taught that the SPIRIT is the source of all spiritual
fruit. "The fruit of the SPIRIT is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance" (vv. 22, 23).
These graces are present more or less in the lives of those in whom
He dwells. There is, however, a continual conflict between the
flesh and the SPIRIT. Although the members of the LORD'S family
are born again of the SPIRIT, and are new creatures in CHRIST,
having put on the new man, yet the old man, the flesh, the evil
nature, is still within them. This accounts for the conflict that
goes on in the life of the believer. The flesh, the carnal mind, is
"enmity against GOD: for it is not subject to the law of GOD,
neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot
please GOD." Those who are wholly under the influence of the
flesh cannot please GOD. The LORD'S people, however, "are not
in the flesh, but in the SPIRIT, if so be that the SPIRIT of GOD
dwell in them" (Rom. viii. 7-9). The flesh is in them, but they
are not wholly under its influence. A counteracting influence is
working within them. They have a new nature which after GOD
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is created in righteousne s and true holiness, and the SPIRIT of
GOD dwells in them. The SPIRIT of GOD works as a counteracting
influence against the flesh. The flesh, however, is never changed
in its character. It is always enmity against GOD. It is never
subject to His law. Hence," The flesh lusteth against the SPIRIT,
and the SPIRIT against the flesh: and these are contrary the onc
to the other: so that we cannot do the things that we would"
(Gal. v. 17). We shall never be rid of this conflict while we are
here. The desire of the flesh will always be antagonistic to the
desire of the SPIRIT. We need, however, to distinguish between
the two, and we need to abhor the evil desires of the flesh, and to
cleave to the good desires of the SPIRIT. By walking in dependence
on the SPIRIT'S power we shall refuse to fulfil the lust of the flesh.
Through the power of the SPI~IT we should daily endeavour to
mortify the deeds of the body. (See Gal. v. 16; Rom. viii. 13).
We may here note an important truth. We are held responsible
for the lusts of the flesh, the evil nature within us. It is our own
evil nature which is always lusting against the SPIRIT. Whether
we yield to it or not, the very desire to sin is itself sin. To desire
anything contrary to the SPIRIT is sinful. The apostle says, "I
had not known sin, but by the law; for I had not known lust,
except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet" (Rom. vii. 7).
Thus to covet or lust after anything contrary to GOD'S law is itse
sin, and as the flesh is always thus lusting, we are always s.inning
in a greater or less degree. Sin is not merely an act or a word,
but it is the evil desire which proceeds from the flesh. Temptation
from without, if not responded to, is not sin on our part, but
temptation from within, from the flesh, is sin, even though by
GOD'S grace we resist it, seeing that it is our own rebellion against
the holy will of GOD. How then can any believer speak of beinti
sinless ~ "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us" (1 John i. 8).
The apostle enumerates the works of the flesh-seventeen in
all. In contrast to these is the cluster of only nine graces of the
,SPIRIT, suggesting that our language is richer in words which
denote the evils which spring from the flesh than it is in words
denoting the graces of the SPIRIT. Amongst these graces is peace.
Of this grace let us now think. There are three kinds of peace.
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1. First, there is peace with GOD. This peace is referred to by
the apostle when he says, "Being justified by faith, we have
peace with GOD through our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (Rom. v. 1).
By faith the believer appropriates the great blessing of justification.
He realizes that on the ground of CHRIST'S obedience unto death,
rendered in his stead, he is declared righteous by imputation, and
all his sins are forgiven. GOD'S justice is satisfied. GOI';'S judicial
hostility to him, because of his sins, has been removed. By the
death of GOD'S SON he has been reconciled to GOD. GOD has
justified him, and yet remained just in doing so. The effect of
this blessed experience is peace, harmony, concord with GOD.
GOD has welcomed the sinner and justified him on the ground of
CHRIST'S obedience unto death; He has put him into His family,
and blotted out all his transgressors. Hence he has the great
blessing of peace ,Vith GOD. He can now look up into GOD'S face
and call Him "FATHER," and He can count upon His Fatherly
care, provision and comfort. This great blessing of peace with
GOD is a result of the SPIRIT'S operation. It is He Who convicts
us of sin, and of our need of pardon and justification. It is He
Who testifies of GOD'S love to our souls, a love which provided the
way of pardon, justification and peace. It is He Who testifies of
CHRIST the PEACEMAKER. It is He Who gives us a new nature,
and Who implants that faith in us by which we rest on CHRIST'S
merits, believe GOD'S gracious promises, and appropriate the
blessing of justification. He is the great Divine Agent therefore
who brings us into the enjoyment of this blessing. Hence the
apostle says, "But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye
are iu~tified in the name of the LORD JESUS, and by the SPIRIT of
our GOD ' (1 Cor. vi. 11). Peace with GOD is thus a fruit of the
SPIRIT'S work, a manifestation of the SPIRIT'S love for GOD'S
redeemed people, as well as being the outcome of the eternal love
of the FATHER and the SON for the vessels of Divine mercy.
2. Secondly, there is the peace which should exist among the
mernhe1'S of the LORD'S fam~ly.
This peace, peace among ourselves, is also a fruit of the SPIRIT.
Those who have peace with GOD have been translated into His
kingdom, and one of the characteristics of His kingdom is peace.
" The kingdom of GOD is not meat and drink; but righteousness/
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and peace, and joy in the HOLY GHOST" (Rom. xiv. 17). Peace,
harmony and concord should characterize the members of GOD'S
kingdom. They are to " seek peace, and ensue it." It is a blessing
which is always in danger of running away from us. Hence we
are to " follow peace with all men," and" endeavour to keep the
unity of the SPIRIT in the bond of peace." Our constant aim
should be to " be at peace among ourselves." Where no principle
is involved we should be ready to yield for the sake of peace.
" Let us," says the apostle, "follow after the things which make
for peace," and "If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live
peaceably with all men." The men of the world are disposed to
hate peace, and to encourage strife and discord. The believer is
surrounded by those who are ready for a fight. Hence the psalmist
says, "My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. I
am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war" (Ps. cxx. 6, 7 ;
see also 1 Pet. iii. 11; Heb. xii. 14; Ephes. iv. 3; 1 Thess. v. 13 ;
Rom. xii. 18; xiv. 19).
It must be sorrowfully owned that even GOD'S people do not
always live in peace among themselves. There is often found
among them "envying, and strife, and divisions." The apostle
felt it necessary to say, " I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche,
that they be of the same mind in the LORD." "Be like-minded,
having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind." The
apostle wrote to the whole Church at Philippi: "Let nothing be
done through strife or vainglory" (PhiI. ii. 2, 3; iv. 2). Selfishness, envy, the love of having the pre-eminence, pride of heart
and discontent may exist even amongst the LORD'S genuine people.
These things often break up - the harmony and concord which
should prevail amongst the LORD'S people. Let us recollect that
the fruit of the SPIRIT is peace, and let us seek by His aid to
manifest that peace, harmony and love which should characterize
the members of the LORD'S family.
3. Thirdly, there is peace or tranquillity of mind amid the disturbing
influences around us.
The apostle refers to this peace of mind when he says, "Be
careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto GOD.
And the peace of God which passeth all understanding, shall keep
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your hearts and minds through CHRIST JESUS" (PhiI. iv. 6, 7).
We are all prone to fail in regard to the injunctions which the
apostle gives here. We are apt to be anxious about everything, to
fail to pray about the things which arise, and to be wanting in
gratitude for our manifold mercies. Anxiety about our affairs, little
and big, is due to unbelief, a want of faith in GOD, and this robs
us of peace of mind.
If only we trusted our Covenant-keeping GOD more, and made
all our concerns a matter of believing prayer, we should more
fully enjoy that peace of GOD which passeth all understanding of
which the apostle writes. Let us not forget that the LORD says
to His people, "In nothing be anxious." A failure to follow this
exhortation is unbelief, and unbelief is sin. Therefore we must
not think lightly of the sin of worrying about the many testings
(If our faith which we experience. The SPIRIT can enable us to
be calm, and restful, and tranquil amid the many disturbances
()f our daily lives. The prophet says, "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because He trusteth
in Thee" (Isa. xxvi. 3).
We need to imitate :Thiary in sitting still at the feet of JESUS,
while not omitting like Martha to be diligent in the duties which
fall to us. It is possible by the SPIRIT'S aid to be up and doing,
and yet to engage in our work without flurry and worry. More(lver, if we cast all our care upon the LORD, knowing that He careth
for us, we shall enjoy peace of mind because we know He is able to
manage all our affairs and to bring us through every difficulty.
In regard to domestic and family matters, in regard to business
matters, and in regard to Ecclesiastical and National matters the
child of GOD needs to rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him.
Let us remember that all peace comes from the FATHER, through
the SON and by the SPIRIT, and let our prayer be that the GOD of
nope may fill us with all joy and peace in believing, that we may
.abound in hope through the power of the HOLY GHOST.
"The LORD of peace Himself give you peace always by all
means" (2 Thess. iii. 16).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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OUR LORD AND GENESIS 1. AND H.
" And He answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that He
Which made them at the beginning made them male and female,
and said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother,
and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?
Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore
God hath joined together, let not man put as~~nder."-MATTHEw
xix. 4-6.

THESE words are our Lord's answer to an important question
which was put to Him by the Pharisees. They came to Him, not
really seeking information, but maliciously testing Him by a question,
with a view to condemning Him for the answer He might give.
Their question was, "Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife
for every cause?" Our Lord referred them to the teaching of
Scripture. "Have ye not read?" He said, and then proceeded
to quote Gen. i. 27 and Gen. ii. 24. The manner of His reply
contains a lesson for us. People sometimes ask such questions as,
" Do you believe in Election? " or some question about some other
doctrine. Our wisest course is to refer them to Scripture. It i
not what we believe that men should go by, but what Scripture
teaches. If a certain truth is taught in Scripture let us refer our
questioner to the portion that deals with the subject, and ask him
if he believes that. Can he dare to question what the word of
God teaches? If he can, he must settle the matter between
himself and the Divine Author of Scripture.
Our Lord referred His questioners to the Scriptures, and in
doing so He gave an answer which is full of instruction for Hia
people to-day.
1. In the fi1'st place His answer showed that He believed the recorcl
of man's special creation.
" Have ye not read, that He which made them at the beginning
made them male and female?" Where is this statement made in
reference to man's creation? It is given in the first chapter of
Genesis, and the twenty-seventh verse. "So God created man in
His own image, in the image of God created He him; male Ctnd.
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female created He them." Our Lord quoted the latter part of this
verse. He quoted it as a true record, as an authoritative account
of the creation of the first pair. The creation of man, as recorded
in this chapter, was the last of God's creative acts. He had
already created the beast of the earth, and the cattle, and everything that creepeth upon the earth. Then He seems to have
paused, and said, "Let us make man in our image, after our like
ness." Then He proceeded to carry out His design. He created
man in His own image. He created him, He did not evolve him.
Apart altogether from the beasts of the earth, "The Lord God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of iife; and man became a living soul" (Gen.
ii. 7). It was a special act of creation. The work of calling man
into being was wholly apart from the previous creation of the
beasts that perish. If the first chapter of Genesis be a true record,
we must reject the doctrine that man is descended from some apelike creature, and it is also evident that there is no room in our
Lord's teaching for such a doctrine. Those who hold that doctrine
are obliged to speak of the early chapters of Genesis as myths,
fables, and legends. In doing so, however, they are obliged to
reject our Lord's testimony to the infallible truth of these chapters.
The so-called scholars of to-day, who dare to deny what our Lord
regarded as infallibly true, were not present at the time when
man was created, but our Lord was present. He Himself did the
work. "All things (including man) were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything made that was made" (John i. 3).
He was not merely an eyewitness to the acts of creation, but He
Himself was the Divine Actor. "By Him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth . . . all things were
created by Him and for Him; and He is before all things, and by
Him all things consist" (Col. i. 16, 17). He tells us that God
made man at the beginning. The critics, many of the scientists,
and the evolutionists, say that man was not created, but he was
gradually evolved from some bestial ancestor. vVhom shall we
believe ~ We must either believe Christ, the eternal Son of the
living God, Who is the Truth, or we must believe the critics. If
we believe the critics we must reject Christ and we must reject
the Bible. Then where are we? We are destitute of a Saviour
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and a Redeemer. We are destitute of a lamp unto our feet and a
light unto our path. We are deprived of all hope beyond the
present life. Those who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is an
infallible Teacher and Saviour will not hesitate to believe His
spoken and written word, and to reject wholly and unhesitatingly
the theories of fallible men.
2. Secondly, our Lord's answer showed that He believed -in the
unity of the hurnan race.
This is the teaching of Genesis, and it is implied in the words
which our Lord quoted. "He which made them at the beginning
made them a male and a female," as it is literally. That is, God
made a single pair. The declaration in Genesis is also in the singular
number. "A male and a female created He them." God said
to the single pair whom He created, "Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth," and, as a result of His plan and purpose,
men multiplied on the face of the earth. When through man's
sin God determined to destroy man with the exception of Xoah
and his family, God's purpose to replenish the earth from the
single pair originally created, was carried out through Noah's sons.
Hence we read, " These are the three sons of Noah; and of them
was the whole earth overspread" (see Gen. vi. 1; ix. 18, 19).
The human race consists of peoples of different colours, but they
are all one family, descended from the single pair whom God
created at the beginning. God" hath made of one blood all
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath
determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their
habitation" (Acts xvii. 26).
3. Th-irdly, our Lord's answer showed that He believed in the
Divine institution of marriage.
He refers to the record of the first marriage, and to the teaching
in connection with it. That record teaches that marriage was
Divinely instituted. "The Lord God said, It is not good that
the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for
him."
Then, "The Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam,
and he slept: and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh
instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from
the man, made He a woman, and brought her unto the man."
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Adam recognized the woman as part of himself, and said, "This
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
Vi oman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a
man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one flesh" (Gen. ii. 18, 21-24). God thus
instituted marriage, and provided the one man with one wife, and
one only. Now our Lord, by quoting the closing words of this
remarkable record, shows that He accepts the whole as a true
record of the institution of marriage. (Compare Matt. xix. 5 with
Gen. ii. 24). Our Lord had thus no hesitation in quoting the
records of man's special creation, and of the Divine institution
of marriage, as given in the first two chapters of Genesis, as true
and reliable records. His people need have no hesitation in
following His example, whatever the so-called scholars and scientists
say on the subject. He is "the faithful and true Witness" to the
plenary inspiration of the Old Testament Scriptures.
4. Fourthly, our LouTs answer showed that He believed in the
vnity of the man and his wife and in the permanency of the marriage
bond.
Quoting the second chapter of Genesis, our Lord says, "They
twain shall be one flesh." A man when he marries is to leave
his father and his mother and cleave unto his wife, and the husband
and wife then become one flesh. The one is the complement of
the other, and without ceasing to be separate personalities they,
in some mysterious sense, become one flesh. This unity or oneness
of husband and wife is such that the apostle says, "So ought
men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his
wife loveth himself." The wife is a part of the husband's self.
She is part of his own body, and as, "No man ever yet hated his
own flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth it," so if a man fully
recognizes that his wife is part of his own body, he will nourish
and cherish her. He will be as solicitous for her comfort and
welfare as he is for his hand or his foot if the one or the other is
jnjured. A sane man would not intentionally and willingly injure
his hand or his foot, because they are parts of himself, neither will
he injure his wife if he fully recognizes that she is part of himself.
A failure in loyalty to each other is due to failure fully to recognize
this oneness. Hence, as a man, would not under normal circum-
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stances, seek to divorce his hand from his body, so under normal
circumstances he would not seek to divorce his wife from himself.
The marriage bond is permanent, just as the members of the
body are designed to be permanently united to each other. God
joins together a man and his wife. He did so in the case of Adam
and Eve, and by providing Adam with one wife only, He indicated
that bigamy and polygamy were not after His mind. Moreover,
in joining a man and his wife together God indicated the permanency
of the marriage union. Only a deliberate act of unfaithfulness
on the part of one of the parties could justify divorce, and such
an act is a failure to recognize the oneness of the husband with the
wife. From the beginning God designed the permanency of the
marriage bond. "What therefore God hath joined together, let
not man put asunder." Let neither husband nor wife take any
step which would lead to divorce, and let no outsider do anything
to put asunder what God has joined together. ., The highest
social duty of a husband is to love his wife, and a duty "hieh he
cannot neglect without entailing great injury on his own soul as
well as misery on his household. The greatest social crime, next
to murder, which anyone can commit, is to seduce the affections
of a wife from her husband, or of a husband from his wife" (Dr.
Hodge, on Ephesians v.).
5. La.stly, let us think of some of the spiritual teaching <chich O:/r
Lord's answer suggests.
a. It suggests the special character of the new creation.
Adam, who was made or created in the image of God, fell, and
dragged down with himself all his posterity. When God created
him he was sinless. He was holy and righteous as God is holy
and righteous. By sin, however, he fell from that holiness and
purity which characterized his original creation. Hence all his
posterity are shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin. They
partake of the morally corrupt nature which resulted from the
Fall. Hence our Lord says, "That ~hich is born of the flesh is
flesh." Created originally in the image of God, man, having fallen,
now needs to be created anew. He needs to be born again. He
needs a new heart and a new spirit. As he possesses the old nature
from the first Adam, so he can only possess the new nature in
union with the last Adam. Hence we read, "If any man be in
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Christ he is a new creature." He has" put on the new man,
which is rene'IYed in knowledge after the image of Him that created
him." This" new man" is "after God created in righteousness
and true holine s" (2 Cor. v. 17; Col. iii. 10; Ephes. iv. 24).
All the saved people of God are" His workmanship, created in
Christ J es unto good works" (Ephes. ii. 10). If therefore we
are born again, and made new creatures, we owe it to the special
creative power of God. The new nature is not something evolved
from the old nature, but it is a nature specially created by God.
The flesh, the old nature, remains corrupt, and never gets morally
better. You cannot bring a clean thing out of an unclean. Hence
a new nature is implanted, and all who possess it are specially
created in Christ Jesus. Regeneration is not a development from
"ithin, but the special introduction of a new nature by the Spirit
of God.
He Who created man at the beginning now freshly creates a
new nature and bestows it upon His people. The Lord's people
are a new creation, they sing a new song, and they are destined
to dwell in the new heavens and the new earth.
b. Our Lord's answer suggests the tmity of God's redeemed people.
As all the human race are descended from the first Adam, and
are " made of one blood," so all the redeemed owe their life and
being to the last Adam. God hath blessed them with all spiritual
blessings in Him. He hath chosen them in Him. In Him they
have redemption. They are created in union with Him, and they
are all one in Him. The unity of the redeemed people of God
is illustrated by the use of many figures. They are described as
" the whole family in heaven and earth," as "the temple of the
living God," as "one body," "one flock," branches of one vine
and of one olive tree. Whether they are Jews or Gentiles, bond
or free, male or female, they are" all one in Christ Jesus" (see
Ephes. iii. 15; 2 Cor. vi. 16; 1 Cor. x. 17; John x. 16; xv. 5;
Rom. xi. 17, 24; Gal. iii. 28, 29).
c. Our Lord's answer suggests that the marriage unUm between
Christ and His people is a Divine arrangement.
The first Adam's wife was Divinely chosen, created and presented
to him. So the Church was Divinely chosen in Christ. She was
redeemed through the sleep of the last Adam in substitutionary
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death which was Divinely caused, and she is to be presented faultless to the great Bridegroom hereafter.
d. Lastly, the answer of Christ suggests the intimate union
between Ohrist and His people, and the permanence of that union.
As a wife and a husband are one flesh, so Christ and His people
are one body. They are" members of His body, of His flesh,
and of His bones" (Ephes. v. 30).
The close and intimate union between the husband and wife
is a type of the close, intimate and vital union between Christ
and His people-a type set forth in Genesis ii. before the Fall.
As the Head and the members are one, so Christ and His people
are one.
Moreover this union, like the marriage union, is permanent.
They are joined together for ever. Christ's sheep will never be
plucked out of his hand, and it is their predestined portion to be
for ever with the Lord. There will be no divorce between Christ
and His people. It is His purpose that those whom the Father
hath given Him shall be with Him where He is, and behold His
glory. (See John xvii. 24.) When He shall appear they hall
appear with Him in glory. (See Col. iii. 4.) Thus in this early
chapter of Genesis we see in type the Father's purpose to provide
a bride for His Son. We see the Divine arrangement by which
the Divinely-chosen bride should be redeemed by a sleep of death
Divinely caused. We see the presentation of the completed bride
to Christ. We see His recognition of the bride as gi,en to Him
and provided by the Father. We see the unity of the bride with
the Bridegroom, and the etern:1l permanency of their union. All
this is missed by our modern unbelieving critics.
" Father of mercies, in Thy Word
What endless glory shines!
For ever be Thy name adored
For these celestial lines.
" 0 may these heavenly pages be
My ever .4ear delight;
And still new beauties may I see,
And still increasing light."
THE

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

EDITOR

(Thomas Hougllton).
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18ilgrim Japetf3.
WELLSPRINGS.
" He (Hezekiah) removed the high places, ana brake the images and
cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen serpent that
Moses had made: for unto those days the children of Israel did
bttrn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan. He trusted in the
Lord God of Israel,. so that after him was none like him among
all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. For he clave
to the Lord, and departed not j1-om following Him, but kept His
commandments, which the Lord commanded Moses."-2 Knws
xviii. 4-6.
WE read of Hezekiah with gratitude and encouragement.

He had
not the advantage of a godly father, for of Ahaz we read these solemn
words, "He did not that which was right in the sight of the Lord
his God, like David his father" (2 Kings xvi. 2). The reign of Ahaz
was indeed a wicked one. He followed every abomination of the
heathen in their sacrifices and observances, and in every act of
his reign he was defiant of God and His laws. And thus is grace
magnified which set apart his son Hezekiah, of whom we read that
he did not follow in the steps of his wicked father, but" did that which
was right in the sight of the Lord." It may be that Hezekiah had
a godly mother who early instructed him in the way of the Lord.
She was Abi, the daughter of Zechariah, "who had understanding
in the visions of God" (2 Chron. xxvi. 5), and was therefore doubtless
taught of her priestly father of God's ways, and "ould in her turn
seek to instruct her young son Hezekiah. But be this as it may, he
was one "whose spirit God had raised," and coming to the throne
at twenty-six years of age, he at once acknowledged God and sought
after His ways.
Hezekiah's' name signifies strong in the Lord or taken and supported
by the Lord, and in the strength of his God he prospered. "Hc trusted
in the Lord God of Israel; so that after him there wa none like him,
among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him." That
is a strong assertion of the Holy Spirit, and we do well t pause and
inquire why it is giYen. He started out "ell, for we read how "In
the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the door'
of the house of the Lord, and repaired them." If we read on, too,
in that same chapter (2 Chron. K.'l::ix.) we find the very language concerning Judah then is sadly descriptive of our own guilty England
to-day! They had" forsaken Him and turned away their faces from
the habitation of the Lord, and turned their backs," etc. But the
godly king cleanses and restores and sanctifies the house of prayer
once more and after many months of labour, "The service of the
house of the Lord was set in order; and Hezekiah rejoiced, and all
the people, that God had prepared the people; for the thing was
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done suddenly." "Suddenly" I suppose in consideration of the vast
amount of work performed in so short a time and by which we are
reminded of our remark, " whose spirit God had raised." "It is not
by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."
Would that we could see the like in our day, and the removingofthe
high places and the breaking of images and all that is so insulting
and derogatory to God Who alone is to be worshipped, and that" in
spirit and in truth."
But limited space must confine us mostly to the consideration of
Hezekiah's act in stamping out the idolatry, and chiefly that of the
brazen serpcnt. We know what was t.he occasion of its being givcn.
After the great deliverance granted the Israelites from the Canaanites.
as they journey on they again become much discouraged because of
the way, and t.hey sinfully and angrily speak against God and Moses
with heavy complaints as to trials they meet with and the food by
which they were miraculously fed and sustained. The Lord sends
fiery serpents amongst them as a judgment whereby the people are
convinced of their sin of speaking against Jehovah and His servant
Moses. And the Lord in His mercy again hears the prayer of their
leader on thcir behalf. "And the Lord said unto Moses, make thee
a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass,
that everyone that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall li,-e "
um. xxi. 8). Here is a great miracle, for it was said to be death by
madness for anyone bitten by a serpent to look upon brass in its
dazzling brightness. But our God can and does work contrary to
mture. And here He is pleased to set up in type (and the only type
of its kind I believe), Jesus being made the curse for His people. The
serpcnt was cursed in Eden, and it was the only creature Jehovah
eurscd of all He had made. Jesus became the curse for His people,
to redeem them that \\'ere under the curse. In His conversation "ith
~~icodemus, Jesus said, c. And as :Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of :Man he lifted up, that whosoever
1Jelieveth in Him, should not perish, but have eternal life" (John
iii. 14, 15).
How marvellously and perfectly every word of God is fulfilled!
When Pilate said unto the rabble (finding no fault in Him nor anything worthy of death), "Take ye him and judge him according to
your law," the Jews who were determined upon the cruel torturing.
death by crucifixion, said unto him, " It is not lawful for us to put
any man to death: that the saying of Je.~us might be fulfilled, whet/,
He spake, signifying by what death He should die" (John xviii. 31, 32).
For Jesus had Himself declared to the twelve, how" The Son of
Man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes,
and they shall condemn Him to death; and shall deliver Him to
the Gentiles to mock and to scourge and to crucify Him, and the
third day He shall rise again" (Matt. xx. 18-19). So that while
the Jews' method of putting to death was by s'toning, and the Romans'
(" Gentiles") by crucifixion, the Scripture must needs be fulfilled,
(
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and all for the lifting of Jesus on high as He Himself declared, " And
I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me." A sacred spectacle
to wondering worlds and angels that the Son of Man must be at the
dictates of the Divinely covenanted will, "lifted up" that sinners
should be everlastingly drawn and saved in and through the merits
of His cross and passion!
Oh, think of it! Marvel over it! Ponder it well. Our souls are
bst in wonder, love and praise. It is beyond our grasp and comprehension. The lifting up of Jesus by cruel, wicked, devilish hands,
torturing His sacred Body, making Him the curse-representative of
and for His people, and yet contrary to all their hellish motives and
designs, they are but fulfilling the Divine counsel and lifting up Jesus,
the King of the Jews, on high for the salvation of His people.
He was thus Mediator between heaven and earth. He was the
Middle Man. He came between the sinner and Divine justice and
opened up the way to God. Oh! that was indeed an unparalleled
spectacle, and no wonder the very earth was convulsed, the rocks
rent, and the graves opened l
" Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,
See Him dying on the tree!
'Tis the Christ by man rejected I
Yes my soul, 'tis He! 'tis He!
'Tis the long-expected Prophet
David's Son, yet David's Lord:
Proofs I see sufficient of it;
Tis the true and faithful Word.
Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning,
Was there ever grief like His?
Friends through fear His cause disowning,
Foes insulting His distress.
Many hands were raised to wound Him,
None would interpose to save;
But the awful stroke that found Him,
Was the stroke that justice gave.
Ye who: think of sin but lightly,
Nor suppose the evil great,
Here may view its nature rightly,
Here its guilt may estimate.
Mark the sacrifice appointed I
See Who bears the awful load !
'Tis the WORD, the Lord's Anno:nted,
Son of MAN and Son of God.
Jesus, therefore, "lifted up" as " Son of Man" on Calvary, effected
the work of salvation in kingly triumph, crying with a loud voice,
" It is finished." And thus as their adorable Saviour and Redeemer
He has ever been" lifted up" in the hearts of His people. We would
gladly enlarge upon this glorious subject. We think of the godly
Hezekiah's faith, and of his holy jealousy when he found how low
17
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the people had sunk, that they should be worshipping the brazen
serpent. He denounced it peremptorily and broke their idol to pieces,
calling it a piece of brass, and the Lord recognized the living faith
in his heart which exercised him so to act.
Oh! Jesus is ever the exalted Christ in heaven's glory. He is there
in virtue of His mediatorial sacrifice, to bring many sons and daughters
to glory; and He is exalted a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance unto His people. He is exalted also in the hearts of His redeemed
ones, who have been drawn to Him by the cords of everlasting love.
Oh, the blessed irresistibility of the cross of Christ! His will is
supreme. He will draw all His people unto Him, and they for whom
He shed His precious blood shall come unto Him and crown Him
Lord of all.
Herein is the glorious doctrine of substitution manifested. "Christ
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree"
(Gal. iii. 13). To the bitten Israelite, the command was to look upon
the brazen serpent, and "when he looketh upon it, he shall live."
Herein was the mercy of God displayed that in such a condition
nothing was expected but just to look upon the Remedy. Recovery
came ",ith that look and the Israelite lived. This Old Testament
type is plainly fulfilled, and Jesus the lifted-up One on Calvary declares,
" Look unto :Me and be ye saved all the ends of the earth." Never
did a poor sin-bitten child" look" with the eyes of faith and venture
upon Him thus, believing that He and He alone can save, without
proving that the" lifted up " Man of Calvary was there for him, and
the same gracious faith which exercised the heart of Judah's king
likewise rules the heart of every believing suppliant. "He trusted
in the Lord God of Israel. . . . He clave unto the Lord and departed
not from Him, but kept His commandments, which the Lord commanded Moses."
H.
HEARING THE GOSPEL THROUGH A HOLE.
IN the Lives of the Haldanes, pp. 265 and 266, it is recorded that after
Mr. James A. Haldane had returned from an itinerating tour in Kintyre
and other places a Mr. Macallum was prevailed upon to go and labour
in Kintyre. Kintyre was practically in a heathen condition.
When Mr. Macallum first went there the minister's man" was prohibited from ever going to hear him, but one evening Mr. lacallum
preached in a barn adjoining to the minister's stable, indeed only
separated from it by an old gable. The man being in the stable,
where Mr. :Macallum was preaching, and observing a hole in the gable,
he naturally put his ear to it-for stolen waters are sweet. The Gospel
passed through this hole to his ear, up to his understanding, and down
to his heart, so he became a new man, and his soul not being able to
live without food, he was obliged to attend the ministry of Mr. Macallum,
and consequently lost his situation at the Manse or parsonage-house."

•

The Gospel Magazine

247

Sermon£' anll N oU£' of Sermon£'.
"WORTHY IS THE LAMB."

A

SERMO~ PREaCHED BY THE LATE REV. JA:V!ES ORMISTO::-.r,
ON J ULY 10TH, 1898.

" Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to recei1.:e
power, and 1'iches, and wisdom, and strength, and honou1·, and glory,
and blessing."-REVELATION v. 12.

THESE words, dear friends, I need scarcely say form a portion of the
anthem which is ascribed to the heavenly host when gathered round
the enthroned Lord Jesus Christ, God the Son, Son of Man. The
key-note of this anthem surely is the merits of our blessed Lord, our
adorable Redeemer. The whole concerns Him from first to last.
" The Lamb is all the glory of Immanuel's land." With it loud voice
this multitudinous host acclaim Him. Thus we read, " I beheld, and
I heard the voice of many angels round about the Throne and the
living beings and t,he elders: and the number of them was ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; saying with a loud
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." How imperfectly, of
necessity, we apprehend, we understand, this marvellous setting-forth
()f heavenly things, but we may gather at any rate a general impress
from it. How overwhelming would it be to the soul of anyone of us
could we but catch for a few moments those wondrous sounds of
praise which fill heaven millennium after millennium unendingly. But
the Lord will in due time give us, dear fellow-believers, the ability
not only to hear and rejoice in hearing, these praises of the Lamb,
but we shall also have our share in swelling the song. Thousands
multiplied by thousands, ten thousand multiplied by ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands-the once" little flock"! Why should
God's people just now in this day of small things otherwise than
rejoice when they contemplate the grand end to which the Lord is
steadily and surely working 1 We see not yet all things put under
His feet, Who is King of kings and Lord of lords, yet we see Jesus
by faith and we behold Him crowned with glory and with honour,
and we rejoice in the sight. It is the contemplation of this event
which causes our hearts at times to rejoice with exceeding joy, full
of glory. And in our times of heaviness and sorrow when our burdens
are multiplied upon us, just a glance of this glory suffices us to turn
our sorrow into gladness, to wipe away tears from off our faces, and
to put a new song in our mouths. The Lord has written these things
in order to stimulate hope and faith and expectation in the hearts
of His pilgrim people. He might have reserved them and caused
them to be a matter of utter surprise to His gathered and glorified
ones, but it has been His pleasure to make known to us some of them
by the way that we may take up by anticipat,ion these songs of
triumph and mingle them with the songs of our pilgrimage. Like
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the Book of Psalms, as you remember, those hundred and fifty inspired.
Psalms, how varied are the tone and the temper running through
them; songs of sorrow and heaviness, songs of great joy and gladness. No sooner have you finished one Psalm, as you read stearlily
through that blessed Book, a Psalm of deep sorrow, of felt affliction,
and confessed tribulation, than you come to another Psalm and the
first note of it is " Halleluiah!" And I think we have in the Book
of Psalms a model of God;s will concerning us. He would not have
us at all times to be in sorrow, to be cast down and walking the low
places, but would at times lift us up and set our feet upon the lofty
places and cause us to rejoice. Now this is what He did in the case,
you remember, of Peter and James and John. He took them up
into the Mount of Transfiguration and showed them there something
of His glory, and then as they came down the mountain side He
spake to them of His own coming cross and the necessary and consequent s:rfferings, and indicated unto His own disciples the things
which as yet they but imperfectly understood, but "hich in due time'
were made perfectly plain unto them.
"Worthy is the Lamb." There will hereafter be no t"o opinions
about this, and I think even now among God's people there is a
happy and blessed unity of thought, and a blessed harmony of e timate,
concerning the merits, the perfections, the excellencies of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. There is not a believer here to-night who i
not ready to stand up and confess this blessed truth-" 'Worthy,
most worthy, eternally worthy, is the Lamb." It needs grace, however, to make Jesus precious to anyone of us. By nature we have
not eyes to see any beauty in Him or hearts at all to desire Him,
but it is His grace that gives us new hearts, that gives us eyes of
understanding to see in Him "the Chiefest among ten thousand, the
Altogether Lovely One." By "ay of illustrating, dear friends, what
I have just said, we might turn to the book of the prophet Zechariah
for a moment. There came an occasion in the providence of God
when once man was left, nature was left, reason was left, to say ,,-hat
price should be put upon the Blessed One. Thus in the eleventh of
Zechariah we read, "If ye think good, give me my price; and if
not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver"
-the redemption price of a slave under the law--" thirty pieces of
silver. And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly
price that I was prised at of them." The insult that was done when
Judas took those thirty pieces of silver at the hands of the chief priests,
that is, of the professing Church, the Jewish Church of the day-who
can estimate the enormity of that sin in the sight of the Infinite One,
the Altogether Worthy One? But I say this illustrates my passing
observation that man left to himself has not eyes to see beauty in
Jesus nor heart has he to desire Him. To such a one He is but as
" a root out of a dry ground" having neither form nor comeliness..
And, dear friends, left to ourselves-anyone of us left to himsdf
-we are equally destitute of ability to see anything in Christ to love
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Rim, to serve Him, to take His yoke upon us. His yoke is irksome
-to nature, the profession of His Name is weariness to the flesh. The
Gospel of God's grace and salvation is no pleasant sound in the ears
()f corrupt nature. God Himself must plant the ear if there is to be
a hearing ear; God Himself must give the new heart if there is to
be godly sorrow for sin and simple true faith in the Lamb that was
hin. ~ -0, dear children of God, as the Apostle Peter reminds us,
we were not redeemed with corruptible things, such as silver and
gold. Had gold or silver or both of them-all that the world could
afford of them-been given, it had not given any redemption for my
soul, it had not delivered me from the curse due to a single sin, it
bad not saved me from the lowest pit. And yet they valued Him
for silver. It is not, dear friends, from that point of view that this
.anthem is sung around the Throne on which sits the glorified Son of
:Man; their song springs from a personal apprehension of His wOIthiness. Once they were dead in sins, children of wrath by nature even
.as others, but grace set them free, sovereign grace found them, converted them, regenerated them, reconciled them to God, brought
-them nigh in Christ unto God, and laid in their hearts a blessed and
.an assured hope of a heavenly inheritance. They realize now to the
full their indebtedness to Him. Ah, that was a sweet hymn we sang
just now, a hymn to some, I dare say, rather long, there were so
many verses in it, but to those who know themselves to be debtors
-to mercy every verse was most precious, and the heart could go on
singing and singing still the same sweet notes of praise to the Lamb.
Dh, how imperfectly of necessity do we know our debt, that which
we owe to God, when we contemplate on the one hand the hole of
-the pit out of which we have been digged, and on the other hand when
we contemplate the rock out of which we have been hewn, and when
we contemplate what He has made us in the riches of His grace Who
'set His heart upon having us for His sons and His daughters for ever
in Christ. But there is a day coming when we shall better know,
more deeply know, these things, and that will give a zest to this song
()f adoration, "Worthy is the Lamb." il'Iost worthy, most precious
in the eves of those who know themselves to be His! You notice
-the ascription that is here recorded, there are seven principal points
to be noted, seven distinct ascriptions to the Lamb. But first, " Worthy
is the Lamb that was slain." Now, whenever we meet with the
title "The Lamb "-and it occurs, I think, twenty-eight times,
-twenty-seven or twenty-eight times-it refers to God Incarnate, the
Lord Jesus Christ partaking of flesh and blood, the suffering Lamb of
God, the atoning Sacrifice which the Gospel delights to exalt. It is
not the bare Deity, but it is Deity incarnate, the Lamb that was slain,
-that has risen again and that liveth for ever and ever. We are in
.our text to-night face to face with the glorified Son of Man. The
Lamb that was slain Who gave Himself voluntarily in sacrifice for
-the sins of His brethren. "The Lord hath made to meet on Him"
is the language of the Church-" the iniquity of us all." And so He
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received, by imputation, upon His own Person all the iniquities and
transgressions of that vast multitude to whom we were just now
referring. None but God and God Incarnate could have borne that
load, but He Who hung upon the cross was alike, " The ~'[jghty God,
the Everlasting Father," and the Child born, the Son given. Uniting
in His own Person these two most perfect natures He was able to
suffer unto death and to raise Himself again from the dead, I say
to raise Himself again j1-om the dead. This only God could do, and
He would do it in His own Person. Speaking of His precious atoning
life which He would pour out even unto death, Jesus said, " I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again." He raised
Himself from the dead. He was declared to be the Son of God with.
power, by the resurrection from the dead. It exhibited His power
as the Son of God that He should have raised Himself from the dead.
'Ve read of cases of resurrection. We read of the case of Lazarus,
we read of the case of the widow of Nain's son, we read of Jairus's
daughter; but these sleeping ones raised not themselves from th.e
dead, they were the subjects of the power of Him Who could declare
and did declare-" I am the resurrection, and therefore I can both
raise others and Myself also." "Declared," I say, "to be the Son
of God with power "-His own power-" by the resurrection "-His.
-" from the dead."
(To be concluded.)
GRACE GIVEN ACCORDING TO DIVINE MEASURE.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, OK
LORD'S DAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 21ST, 1924, BY THE LATE
REV. J. W. DANCE, A.K.C.
" But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of
the gift of Christ."-EpHESIANS iv. 7.
INFINITE variety characterizes the works of God in nature, and in
grace! Grass is common enough-we may with little effort see acres
of it. Yet we are told that no two blades of grass are exactly alike!
Millions of people form the population of the world, yet each individual possesses distinct marks of difference from his fellows! In
the Kingdom of God's grace like features present themselves. All
true believers are possessors of what Paul, writing to Titus in chapter
one, verse four, calls" the common faith," and all enjoy the benefits.
of what Jude in verse three calls" the common salvation," yet no
two experience exactly the same conditions! Points in c~m.mon
certainly, yet distinctions always cropping up, so that it is no uncommon
thing to hear one and another say, "Mine is a peculiar case." As.
a matter of fact everyone is peculiar, and heavenly wisdom has.
designed that such should be the case. The Apostle Paul observed
and recorded this great truth: "Having then gifts differing according
to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy
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according to the proportion offaith" (Rom. xii. 6); a,nd again, " Now
there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit" (1 Cor. xii. 4).
These two chapters may be profitably studied together, for one is
the complement of the other. But our text carries us a step farther,
and tells us that, "Grace is given to everyone of us, according to
the measure of the gift of Christ." What a grand store of treasure
is thus revealed in Jesus, that notwithstanding the infinite variety
of needs, He has the wherewithal to meet every need! So the apostle
says, "That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in
love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to
the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and
of Christ, in Whom arc hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge"
(Col. ii. 2 and 3). And also in verses 9 and 10, "For in Him dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in Him,
which is the Head of all principality and power." What a lot of
he~rt burning and disappointment may be avoided where tbis is
clearly seen! We are apt to compare one with another, with resultant
partialities, as the saints at Corinth did in their respective preferences
for Paul, Apollos, or Cephas, and wele rightly rebuked by Paul. "For
while one sa.ith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are
ye not carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers
by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase" (1 Cor. iii. 4-6).
Whatever differences these godly men exhibited, were of God; neither
one nor the other could profitably exercise them apart from the blessing
of God.
Further, we are prone to envy some brother or sister, the particular
gifts they manifest-one is so happy in speech! another-choice in
public prayer. One seems always so trustful, another so patient in
spirit, whilst we ourselves so deficient in those very things. Thus we
bring ourselves under the charge of those who find fault with the
Lord Himself, virtually bringing ourselves under that I'ebuke, "Woe
unto him that striveth with his Maker. Let the potsherd strive with
the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth
it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands" (Tsa. xlv. 9).
Whilst in our hearts we should be shocked at such conduct, and
mercifully, as the Holy Spirit opens the eyes of our understanding,
are shocked to find ourselves so base and unmindful of the mercies
we are made partakers of. The apostle tells us, "Every man bath
his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that"
(l Cor. vii. 7).
If by the mercy of God, we have hope in Christ, we are not destitute,
for as our text, " Unto everyone of us is grace given." 'We eacb fill
some place in God's wonderful scheme. ~he sons of Aaron had their
several appointed tasks in the service of the Sanctuary, spheres which
might just as easily lead to preferences, and even envy, as with us,
yet the Psalmist catches the right spirit of service and expresses it.
i, For a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand.
I had rather
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be n. door-keeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents
of wickedness" (Ps. lxxxiv. 10). So whatever we may seem to lack
in comparison with other children of God, we have the dist.inction
of being no longer of the world, but brought nigh by the blood of Christ.
That is a mercy for which we can never be sufficiently grateful. The
grass of the field, which" In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth
up; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth " (Ps. xc. 6), is as
much God's handiwork, contributing to the perfection of His purposes,
as the lordly cedar which dares the storms, continues centuries, and
then is used to grace some costly edifice. So every child of God,
however humble the position, is a witness of Divine grace: "That
ye should show forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out of
darkness into His marvellous light" (1 Peter ii. 9). None can ever
be so despised as was the Lord Jesus in this world, yet was He contented that it should be so. Now see what the Lord said of Him:
" And I will fasten Him as a nail in a sure place; and He shall be
for a glorious throne to His Father's house. And they shall hang
upon Him all the glory of His Father's house, the offspring and the
issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to
all the vessels of flagons" (Isa. xxii. 23, 24). Surely it is some comfort to you, that you, a vessel of mercy, however small, find place
there ~ 'Vhen the Lord Jesus ascended once more to glory, it is
said by the spirit of prophecy, " Thou hast ascended on high, Thou
hast led captivity captive; thou hast received gifts for men; yea,
for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them"
(Ps. lxviii. 18). This theme is taken up by the apostle in our chapter.
The disposition of these gifts is His own determination, as our text,
" According to the measure of the gift of Christ."
The Holy Ghost is in the office of Conveyancer. So it comes about:
(1) The Father gives; (2) The Lord Jesus determines their reception
both in nature and degree; (3) The Holy Ghost applies them in living
experience. Like Israel's experience of the Manna, no believer lacks
his measure, none overflows, all are dependant, and each gets his daily
bounty for daily needs. The little vessels, even as the great vessels,
are all dependent, and all cared for by Him. The Lord put to His
disciples this question: "Lacked ye anything ~" They said, " Nothing." Neither shall you. Be glad and rejoice, for the spirit of
gratitude is a fine antidote to the spirit of envy.
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" The preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness,. but unto
us which are saved it is the power of God."-l CORDITHIANS i. 18.
THE Apostle Paul, in his letter addressed, " To all that be in Rome,
btdoved of God" (that is, to all God's beloved ones in Rome), " called
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to be saints" (" called" at their conversion) (chapter i, verse 7), says,
verse 16, " I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation, to everyone that believeth," which no doubt means,
that everyone who believes the Gospel, receiving it into his heart by
faith, has been the subject of the power of God, by the means of the
proclamation of the Gospel as an instrument. This accords with what
the same apostle writes to the Church of the Thessalonians: "For our
Gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the
Holy Ghost" (1 Thess. i. 5). The Divine power of the Spirit, accompanying the Word preached, was an evidence of their " election of
God" (see verse 4).
In the Epistle to the Ephesians (Chapter i. 19, 20) this power is
described as, " The exceeding greatness of His (God's) power to us-ward
who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which He
wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead." The true
believer of the Gospel, who trusts in the merits of Christ for his salvation,
has passed out of death into life, as the Lord Jesus so solemnly declared:
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth
Him that sent Me, hath eternal life, and cometh not into judgment,
but hath passed out of death into life" (John v. 24, R.V.).
The law is " the ministration of death," and" ministration of condemnation" in the experience of all taught of God; but the Gospel is
" the ministration of the Spirit," and" the ministration of righteousness" to them (2 Cor. iii. 7-9). For in the Gospel" the righteousness
of God" is " 1'evealed " (Rom. i. 17), the only righteousness which can
justify a sinner in the sight of an all-holy God. Therefore," There is
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, for the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin
and death" (Rom. viii. 1, 2), by which I conceive is meant that there
is no condemnation to those in Christ, because they realize by the
power of the Holy Spirit, through the Gospel, that they are freed
from the condemnation of the law. "The sense of this passage is,
, There is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, because
they have been freed by the Gospel from that law which, although
in itself good, is still the cause of sin and death." (Hodge on the
Romans).
.
It was by speaking the word of the Lord, accompanied by t.he power
of the Holy Spirit, that the cruel Philippian jailer ,. believed in God
with all his house," as also Lydia, "who e heart the Lord opened,"
and others whose conversion is recorded in the New Testament, as well
as countless numbers who since then have been delivered from the
power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son
(see Acts xvi. and Colossians i. 13).
"For believers :there is no penal suffering, because Christ in life
and in death end~red for His people all that is penal."-Dr. 8. P.
Tregelle.
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THE KING'S MESSAGE.
CRAIGWEIL

HOUSE,

April 22, 1929.

IN loo~ing back on my long illness and recovery my heart is full
of thankfulness of far deeper origin than any mere sense of relief.
I have been brought back from the danger and weariness of the
past months by the wonderful skill and devotion of my Doctors,
Surgeons and Nurses. And help has come from another source
of strength: as month after month went by I learned of the widespread and loving solicitude with which the Queen and I were
surrounded. I was able to picture to myself the crowds of friends
waiting and watching at my gates, and to thin.1{ of the still greater
nu..mber of those who, in every part of the Empire, were remembering me with prayers and good wishes. The realization of this
has been among the most vivid experiences of my life.
It was an encouragement beyond description to feel that my
constant and earnest desire had been granted-the desire to gain
the confidence and affection of my People. My thoughts have
carried me even farther than this. I cannot dwell upon the
generous sympathy shown to me by unknown friends in many
other countries without a new and moving hope. I long to believe
it possible that experiences such as mine may soon appear no
longer exceptional: when the national anxieties of all the Peoples
of the World shall be felt as a common source of human sympathy
and a common claim on human friendship.
I am not yet able to bear the strain of a public ceremony, but
I look forward on some appointed day to joining with my People
at home and overseas in than1..-ing Almighty God, not merely for
my own recovery but for the new evidences of a growing kindliness
significant of the true nature of Men and Nations.
In the meantime I hope that this message may reach all those,
even in the remotest corners of the world, from whom I have
received words of sympathy and good will.
GEORGE R.I.
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"A NAIL IN A SURE PLACE."
LAST month our consideration was drawn to nail marks in Scripture.
Since then I have personally been much in thought about the expression, the "nail in a sure place" as a parable of the Divine Surety
Himself. "l\ly servant Eliakim " in Isa. xx.ii. 20 was a type in many
ways of our Lord Jesus Christ, and not the least in the descriptions of
being fastened as "a nail in a SU1'e place." Why a nail? A nail
was used in those days in which the prophet wrote to hang treasures
upon, valued possessions. What a beautiful emblem of our glorious
Saviour. "They shall hang upon Him all the glory of His Father's
House." And what are the glories of His Father's House? His own
redeemed, purchased people. "In my Father's House are many
mansions. I go to prepare a place for you." They are described as
"~1y jewels" in Malachi iii. 17. "Ye shall be a peculiar treasure to
Me" (Exod. xix. 5). They were" Purchased with His own Blood"
(Acts xx. 28). Thus His whole redeemed, purchased Church hang
upon Him as treasures hang. They hang upon Him for display.
"Behold, behold!" is His cry, "Behold thou art fair, my love;
behold thou art fair" (Cant. iv. 1). As He gazes He loves more, and
as He gazes we are more and more precious in His sight. It is His
de8ire that they should be hung on a sure nail in a sure place.
'Ye know the dismay from a natural point of view when a valuable
and prized picture or object of art has dropped from a wall,
dropped because the nail was not secure, it was not firmly driven into
a becure place. Ah! there is no dropping, no falling, no loosening
of the hold when hanging upon Him. He is " a nail in a sure place."
"He hath made with me an everlasting Covenant, ordered in all
things and sure" (2 Sam. xxiii. 5). "The foundation of God standeth
sure." God does not drive His nails into insecure weak places. His
Nail is in a sure, solid, strong place. No fear of the place giving way
more than the nail Himself.
And so are the people of God secure. They have fled for refuge to
lay hold upon the hope set before them, which they have as an anchor
of he soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within
the veil, whither the Forerunner ,'s JOT them entered-Jesus.
Jesus Christ the beloved Son of God. "This is My beloved Son in
Y,hom I am well pleased." Thus all the glory of the Father's house
is hung upon Him. And do note, dear reader, in verse 24 of Isaiah xxii
the expression, " All vessels of small quantity." Do not despair, child
of God, because thou art small. He, thy Surety, thy ail in a Sure
Place, on whom thou art hung, made Himself of no reputation for thee.
" The Lord hath laid upon Him the iniquity of us all." It is Christ,
Christ, Christ, all and in all, Christ in you who l:1re the glorious
hangings which constitute the treasures of the Father's House. They
are His precious treasured people, a purchased people, the purchased
possession.
Note, in connection with the hangings in the Father's house, the
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words, " The key of the house of David will I lay upon His shoulder;
so He shall open, and none shall shut; and He shall shut and none
shall open." Remember, dear reader, Christ's own words in Patmos,
" Fear not, I am the first and the last; I am He that liveth, and was
dead; and behold I am alive for evermore, amen; and have the keys
{)f hell and of death." Read also Rev. iii. 7, " He that hath the key
of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutte+h, and
no man openeth."
Keys are an emblem of authority and possession. They were
carried sometimes in the East hanging from the shoulder. Thus,
" the [government shall be upon His shoulder." Oh! what infinite
love is Christ's. Every object of value, every security is found in
Him. He has fenced us all round with assurances of love.
" How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your
faith in His excellent word! What more can He say than to you He
hath said, you-who unto Jesus for refuge have fled ~" And do take
note, dear child of God, who it is that" fastens." "I will fasten him
as a. nail in a sure place." "Thus saith the Lord God of hosts . . . I
will fasten." Christ exalted, for they shall hang upon Him all the
glory of His Father's House. Ponder these things, and may the Holy
pirit Himself open thine eyes and comfort thine heart, dear Chri tloved reader, seeing that in Him doth all {ulness dwell.
" NatLing in my hand I bring
~imply to Thyself I cling."

I would fain close with a sweet quotation from Dr. Hawker. "See
to it, my soul 1 (for it is thy life) that thou art hanging all the glory
{)f the Father's house upon Jesus! Make Him not only the Alpha,
but the Omega also of thy salvation, and as the Father loveth the Son,
and hath given all things into His hands, so do thou come to Him for
all things, receive from Him all things, and ascribe to Him all things,
in the receipt of grace here, and glory hereafter, that Christ may be all
and in all, to the glory of God the Father! Amen."
NETTlE.
THY LIFE FOR A PREY.
" SEEKEST thou great things for thyself ~ seek them not." This is a
command which we spontaneously obey when suddenly there rises
before us some calamity or fear, or pain, or sorrow. Then our
ambitions wither, as if they were struck by lightning. Only to be
delivered from this, and we would go cheerfully and contentedly on.
Great things indeed we need, then, for our deliverance and not for our
aggrandisement. Great mercy from the Lord we then need. How
kind He is to do as He does, and to make fears only, and not actual
facts-a means of bringing our poor earth-seeking hearts back again
to Himself. He says, ., In their affiiction they will seek Me early."
So it is with many a one. Then comes His own resurrection power
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and" after two days" (how often it is so)-" He will revive us; and
in t3.e third day He will raise us up, and we shall live in His sight," to
praise Him for His latest help, and to take courage, to rest for a little
while, and to believe that our enemies are no match for Him. Then
we can sing with the psalmist, "our soul is escaped "--and with
Baruch perceive and be glad that our life is given us for a prey (Jer.
xlv. 5). Then we go back to our place, and having no control over our
hearts, we scheme again, either in temporal or spiritual things, and
want more than we have. Moses wanted stronger and more largely
manife»ted proof and conviction that the God of Israel really and truly
and always cared for the multitude that He had brought out of Egypt.
Why should he and Aaron be so burdened, and so plagued, as if all
the congregation was their own responsibility 1 Elijah wanted more
support in his witness. How solitary he was, and the opposing party
had crowds to rally round them. What saint of God was there from
Abraham to the Apostles whose petition for more did not reach the
throne of the heavenly grace 1 "Lord," the disciples said, "increase
our faith." And yet if they had known, if they had believed, if we
knew and believed Who it is that talks with us, would we not more
often cease from our own works and rest in Him 1 Do we believe that
we are plants of the Holy Spirit's own right hand planting 1 Then
how can we ourselves add a cubit to our height, add fragrance to our
blossom, add usefulness or pleasantness to our fruit 1 It is free merc)
that makes the clouds to drop down their refreshing and enriching,.
showers: it is Divine power that sends light, and heat, and increase.
The Lord said, "Consider the lilies." They are planted, nurtured;
and perfected by God, and they grow in hidden and in solitary places,
His eye only seeing and admiring them. He calls His sons and His
daughters His plants, and He keeps them day and night, waters and
repler:ishes them, and in due time takes them to adorn His heavenly
manSlOns.
Who can estimate the blessing of being one of His powerless, helpless,
poor, weak, and defenceless people 1 We can do nothing (and yet are
always for working) and be nothing, and yet our presumptions are
endless.
What we need is His own revelation-" Ye are complete in Him."
That will bring us to His feet and we shall see the work of His hands,
and shall never open our mouths any more, except to love Him.
FOLLOWER-ON.

" HE HATH DONE ALL THINGS WELL.'·-I1IARK yii. 3T.
" A GREAT commendation, but deserved. Human excellencies are rare
and individual. One man does one thing well; another does another
thing well. But HE does all things well. The little men do well is
only comparatively well done. All HE does is absolutely well done."

-William Jay.
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THE CATHOLICITY OF THE CHURCH.
By PASTOR J. WILLOUGHBY, M.A.

A

PAPER READ AT THE ANNUAL CONFERE~CE OF THE SOVEREIGX
GRACE UNION, HELD IN LOXDON IN MAy, 1926.

IN this paper, the phrase, "the Church" means" the mystical body
of Christ "-that body of which Christ is the Head, and all who believe
on Him are the members. It is the catholicity of this Church that
we are now about to consider.
The noun" catholicity " is cognate with the adjective, " catholic."
This adjective is the Anglicized form of the Greek adjective " katholikos," and means "universal," which is the Anglicized form of the
Latin adjectivc, "universalis." "Universal" means" extending to
the whole," and" catholicity" means "universality."
The word "catholicity" does not occur in the Holy Scriptures;
but just as, while the word" Trinity" is not in the Scriptures, the
doctrine of the Trinity is, and just as, while the word" substitution"
is not in the Scriptures, the doctrine of substitution is; so, while the
word "catholicity" is not in the Scriptures, the doctrine of the
Church's eatholicity is. Hence, our Protestant Reformers retained
the expression, "The Catholic Church." Accordingly, the Apostle's
Creed, in which occur the words, " I believe in . . . the Holv Catholic
Church," is said by multitudes of Protestants every Lo~d's Day.
The Westminster Confession of Faith says, " The catholick or universal
Church, which is invisible, consists of the whole number of the elect
that have been, are, or shall be, gathered into one, under Christ, the
Head thereof; and is the spouse, the body, the fullness of Him that
filleth all in all"; and the Particular Baptist Confession of Faith,
issued in 1689, says: "The catholic or universal Church, which (with
respect to the internal work of the Spirit of truth and of grace) may
be called invisible, consists of the whole number of the elect," etc.
Hence, in the doctrine of the catholicity of the Church there is no
popery whatever. Between the word" Catholic" and the phrase,
"Roman Catholic," there is a vast difference in meaning. Several
centuries after the beginning of the Christian era the Church of Rome
commenced to claim an exclusive right to the epithet, "Catholic."
Romanists began to call their Church and their Church alone, " The
Catholic Church," and to call themselves and themselves alone,
"Catholics." Because of this, in many minds the word" catholic"
has become associated with gross error, dark superstition, rank idolatry,
abominable confessional filth, outrageous interference with civil and
religious liberty, fierce opposition to the Gospel of God's grace, nerveracking terrorism, heartless, cruel Inquisition tortures, and brutal,
horrible, diabolical murders of multitudes of saints of God. These
things, however, should be associated in our minds, not with the word
" catholic," but with the phrase, " Roman Catholic." The difference
between these two terms is as great as the difference between the
light of day and the darkness of night.
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Before the time when the Church of Rome began to claim an exclusive right to the epithet, " Catholic," this epithet was frequently used
to distinguish the principal body of professing Christians from the
rest. Some of the latter were very heretical. Amongst these were
the Arians, who denied the doctrine of the Trinity, and asserted that
Christ was a mere creature. For this reason the word "catholic"
was sometimes used as the equivalent of "orthodox." This, however, does not appeal' to be the sense in which it was first used in
reference to the Church.
We shall now proceed to consider the sense in which the word
" catholic" appears to have been first used in reference to the Church.
Ignatius was a contemporary of the apostles. In a letter written by
him to the Church of Smyrna, he says, "'Wherever Jesus Christ is
there is the Catholic Church." Polycarp was another contemporary
-of the apostles. A letter written in the name of the Church of Smyrna
concerning the death of Polycarp, and soon after his death, speaks
-of" all the sojourning bodies in every place of the holy Catholic Church."
Clement, of Alexandria, who was born in the second century, speaks
of " the ancient and Catholic Church." Athanasius, who lived in the
fourth century, explains that it is called Catholic" because it is diffused
universally in the world." "Catholic," as we have seen, means" universal." "Universal" means "extending to the whole." The
Church, then, appears to have been originally called the Universal
Church, because it was to extend to all parts of the whole world. A
pa'rticular Church was, in the main, confined to some particular part
of the world; the Universal Church was to be diffused throughout
the whole world: it was to be called out from amongst the people
-of every race on earth. Accordingly, the catholicity or unive1'sality
-of the Church is its a~fjusion tlwoughout the wlwle world.
I
1. It was God's intention that His Son should save human beings
belonging to all parts of the whole world: "Look unto Me, and be
ye saved, all the ends of the earth" (Isa. xlv. 22); "All the ends
-of the world shall remember, and turn unto the Lord: and all the
kindreds of the nations shall worship before Thee" (Ps. xxii. 27);
" Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
-of the Father, and of the Son, and of tlie Holy Ghost" (Matt. xxviii. 19) ;
" Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.
Re that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned" (Mark xvi. 15, 16); "Thus it is written, and
thus it behaved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third
day: and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem" (Luke
xxiv. 46, 47); "And when He had taken the book, the four living
creatures, and the four and twenty elders, fell down before the Lamb,
baving each one a harp and a golden bowl full of incense, which are
the prayers of the saints. And they sing a new song, saying, Thou
art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Tholl
wast slain, and didst purchase unto God with Thy blood men of every
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tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, and madest them to be
unto our God a kingdom and priests, and they shall reign upon the
earth" (Rev. v. 8-10, R.V.); "After this I beheld, and 10, a great
multitude which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds,
and people, and tongues, stood before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; and
cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb . . . and one of the elders
answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white
robes 1 and whence came they 1 And I said unto him, Sir, thou
knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of
great tribulation, and have washed their robcs, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of
God" (Rev. vii. 9, 10, 13-15). The foregoing passages prove it was
God's intention that His Son should save human beings belonging
to all parts of the world.
2. All whom God's Son saves in every part of the whole world are
members of His mystical body. In 1 Cor. i. 1, 2, we read: "Paul,
called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and
Sosthenes our brother, unto the Church of God which is at Corinth,
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with
all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Chri t our Lord,
both thcirs and ours." This Epistle, then, while written to the saint
in Corinth in particular, was also written to all regenerated people in
the whole world in general. Now, of himself, and of all to whom he
is writing, namely, all regenerated people in every part of the world,
he says, " For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free." '_~ow ,e are
the body of Christ, and members in particular" (1 Cor. xii. 13, 2i).
Hence all whom God·s Son saves in every part of the world are members
of His mystical body.
3. The mystical body of Christ is the Church of Christ: "He (i.e.,
the Father) put all things in subjection under His feet (i.e., under
the feet of the Son), and gave Him to be Head over all things to the
Church, which is His body" (Eph. i. 22, R.V.).
We have now seen (a) That it was God's intention that His Son
should save human beings belonging to all parts of the world; (b)
That all whom the Son saves are members of His mystical body; and
(c) That His mystical body is His Church; therefore it was God's
intention that human beings belonging to all parts of the world should
be members of His Church. But God carries out all His intentions:
" :My counsel shall stand, and I will do all:My plea ure" (I a. xlvi. 10) ;
therefore, at the marriage supper of the Lamb, His bride, the Church,
will consist of human beings from every kindred and tribe and people
and tongue on the face of the earth. Accordingly, the doctrine of
the universality, that is, thc catholicity, of the Church has been
proved.
By many Protest:tnts, Romanists are called" Catholics." But we
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should never give them this name, unless we qualify it by the word
"Roman," and call them" Roman Catholics." They consider the
name" Papists" offensive, and think it ought not to be given to
them; nevertheless, they freely use the offensive name, " Non-Catholics," and think it is good enough for us. But we ought not to oblige
them by accepting this name, which we do accept, if we call them
"Catholics." We ought not to oblige them by either implying or
Reeming to imply that they alone are members of the Universal Church;
that we are entirely outside it, that we have "neither part nor lot
in this matter," and that we are "in the gall of bitterness and in
the bond of iniquity." While, if no principle were involved, we should
be willing to go a great distance to oblige everybody, we should not
be willing to go this distance to oblige anybody.
In the glorious Trinity are Three co-equal Persons. One of these
is the Eternal Father, another is the Eternal Son, "begotten from
everlasting of the Father," and the other is the Eternal Spirit. The
Father h9.S given to the Son a great multitude of human beings belonging to all parts of the world to be the Son's Church, of which it is
written: "Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself for it;
that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish." All whom the Father has thus given to
the Son, the Father draws invincibly to the Son by the agency of
the Spirit; hence the Son says: "All that the Father giveth Me
shall come to Me" (John vi. 37). In spite of Atheism, and Agnosticism,
and Romanism, and Ritualism, and Modernism, and Russellism, and
Mohammedanism, and Mormonism, and Eddyism, and Spiritism, and
every other false" ism," they" shall come." Even the Arminian
doctrine, " Anybody who hears the Gospel can be saved at any time"
-even this doctrine will not cause them to be dilatory in coming,
when invincible grace draws them; this doctrine will not then cause
them to say, " Oh, we can come at any time; it is time enough yet;
any time will do "; for when invincible grace draws, they "shall
come." In all parts of the world they" shall come." Where the
lofty Everest rises, and where the mighty Niagara falls; where the
Briton launches his gigantic liner, and where the Indian paddles his
small canoe; hard by the snowy steppes of Russia, and hard by
Africa's burning sands; in European lands, in Asiatic lands, in African
lands, in American lands, in Australia, and in the smaller islands of
the sea, they" shall come." Glory to our Triune God!
The Universal Church is a temple built of materials from all lands,
and indwelt by God in the Person of the Spirit: "Jesus Christ Himself
being the chief cornerstone; in Whom each several building fitly
framed together groweth into an holy temple in the Lord: in Whom
ye also are builded together for an habitation of God in the Spirit"
(Eph. ii. 20-23, R.V.).
Some people suggest that the Gospel is a failure because multitudes
18
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are unchanged and untouched by it. But people who suggest this
are very foolish. When Solomon's temple was being built, if some
man had gone to a quarry, and had said, " Oh, here are vast masses of
rock unchanged and untouched by the workmen's tools. The effort
to build the temple is a failure"-if a man had said this, he would
have been foolish indeed. If he had seen the plan of the temple
before the workmen had commenced to work, and then had waited
and examined the temple itself after the workmen had ceased to
work, he would have seen that the effort to build the temple was
not a failure at all, but a complete success. And those who in effect
say, "Oh, here are vast masses of human beings unchanged and
untouched by the Gospel; the Gospel is a failure"-those who say this
are very foolish indeed. If they could go back and see the plan of the
great spiritual temple in the council chamber of eternity away in the
past, and then go forward and see the whole spiritual temple itself
in the heavenly Jerusalem away in the future, they would see that
the Gospel is not a failure at all, but a complete success, That which
accomplishes absolutely everything that it was intended to accomplish
is not a failure, but a complete success; and those who, by and by,
will see the entire multitude of the Lord's chosen, redeemed, called,
and preserved ones, all washed in the blood of the Lamb, robed in
the righteousness of the Lamb, sanctified by the Spirit of the Lamb,
constituting the one glorified Church of the Lamb, amid the bliss and
splendours of the home of the Lamb-those who, by and by,
will see all this, will know that the Gospel will have accomplished
absolutely everything that its Divine Author intended it to accomplish, and that it is not a failure at all, but a complete and glorious
success.
THE FALL OF :MAN.
By

THE VE~.

R. J.

NOYES,

:M.A., RD.

" And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
where in time past ye walked according to the conrse of this world,
according to the pl'ince of the power of the air, the spi1'it that now
worketh in the children of disobedience . . . by nalU1'e the children
of wrath, even as others."-EpHESIANS ii. 1-3.

AN idea is very prevalent that there has been no faU of Man, that the
whole world is gradually getting better, and that mankind, by the
process of evolution, is on the way to improvement.
But (1) this is altogether contrary to the testimony of Holy Scripture.
(a) In the Old Testament, which gives the historical and true account
of the fall of man, and assumes throughout the fact of man's sin, and
the necessity of his redemption and salvation. The prophet Jeremiah,
speaking words from Jehovah, describes the human heart as, " Deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked" (see Jer. xvii. verses 5,9, 10).
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(b) We have Christ's own testimony, " Fmm within, out of the heart of
man, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy,
pride, foolishness; all these evil things come from within, and defile
the man" (Mark vii. 21-23). (c) The general tenor of the New Testament proves the fall of man, but it suffices to adduce the testimony
of the Apostle Paul in Romans iii., and 2 Timothy iii., to which
Scriptures I beg the reader to refer. In the former is set forth the
universal depravity of both Jews and Gentiles, and in the latter a
similar description of the depraved character of "Men" in the
H grievous times" of " the last days."
(2) Holy Scripture is substantiated by the evidence of the daily
newspaper, which so largely records human crime, and proves that it
is on the increase, in spite of the large forces employed for the maintenance of law and order, and the numerous jails, etc., compared with
those necessary say a century ago.
But what we call crime, and sins which human law takes cognizance
of, do not comprise the whole of human depravity. They are only
a part of the results of the Fall. Note other" evil things" named by
the Lord Jesus, in Mark vii. 21-23, as coming" From within, out of
the heart of men," such as, "Evil thoughts, deceit, lasciviousness,
pride, etc." "What, also, of the great, and increasing, apostasy from
God and His truth, as set forth in Holy Scripture, furnishing an answer
to the Lord's inquiry, " When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find
the faith on the earth?" ,
(3) The fact of the Fall of Man is confirmed by Christian experience.
The child of God, born from above, possesses two natures, the old and
the new; the former called in Scripture" flesh," and" the old man,"
and the latter" spirit," and" the new man" (John iii. 6; Ephes. iv.
22,24). Under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, he learns, and mourns
over the fact that, " The old man is corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts"; "The carnal mind (the mind of the flesh) is enmity against
God; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be "
(Rom. viii. 7).
The most eminent saints realize how rebellious the old nature is to
the law and will of God, and confess with the apostle, " I know that in
me (that is, in my flesh), dwelleth no good thing," yet they" Delight
in the law of God after the inward man" (Rom. vii. 18, 22).
Truly, Man is fallen, and can only be saved by the sovereign and free
grace of God in Christ. The Apostle Paul wrote to Titus his own son
after th~ common faith (Titus i. 4), " We also were aforetime foolish,
disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in
malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. But when the kindness
of God our Saviour, and His love toward man, appeared, not by works
done in righteousness, which we did ourselves, but according to His
mercy, Be saved us" (Titus iii. 3-5, R.V.). Salvation by grace (Ephes.
ii. 8), is the only way of escape for ruined sinners from the dire consequences of the Fall of Man (see Titus ii. 9-14).
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ON THE DOCTRINES OF ELECTION AND FINAL
PERSEVERANCE.

By

THE LATE REV. JOHN NEWTON, RECTOR OF ST. fuRY
W OOLNOTH, LONDON.

(Fmm Forty-one Letters on Religious Subjects.)
DEAR SIR,

Your letter breathes the spirit of a Christian, though you say you
are not a Calvinist. I should still have confined myself, in my letters,
to the great truths in which we are agreed, if you had not invited me
to touch upon the points wherein we differ. If you were positive an<i
peremptory in your present sentiments, I should not think it my duty
to debate with you; in that case, we might contend as much for
victory as for truth. But as you profess yourself an inquirer, and aredesirous of forming your judgment agreeable to the Word of God"
without being influenced by the authority of names and parties, I
willingly embrace the occasion you offer me. You say, that though
you are not prejudiced against the doctrines of election and perseverance of the saints, they appear to you to be attended with such
difficulties, that you cannot yet heartily and fully assent to them.
May the Lord, the Spirit, whose office it is to guide His people into all
truth, dictate to my pen, and accompany what I shall write with His
blessing. It is not my intention to prove and illustrate these doctrines
at large, or to encounter the various objections that have been raised
against them. So much has been done in this way already, that I
could only repeat what has been said to greater advantage by others.
Nor need I refer you to the books which have been professedly written
upon this argument. In a letter to a friend, I shall not aim at the
exactness of a disputant, but only offer a few unpremeditated hints,
in the same manner as if I had the pleasure of personally conversing
with you.
Permit me to remind you, in the first place, of that important
aphorism, in John iii. 27 (which, by the by, seems to speak strongly
in favour of the doctrines in question), " A man can receive nothing,
except it be given him from heaven." If you should accede to my
opinions upon my persuasion only, you would be little benefited by
the exchange. The Lord alone can give us the true, vital, comfortable,
and useful knowledge of his own truths. We may become wise ill
notions, and so far masters of a system or scheme of doctrine, as to be
able to argue, object, and fight, in favour of our own hypothesis, by
dint _of application, and natural abilities; but we rightly understand
what we say, and whereof we affirm, no farther than we have a spiritual
perception of it wrought in our hearts by the power of the Holy Ghost.
It is not therefore by noisy disputation, but by humble waiting upon
God in prayer, and a careful perusal of His holy Word, that we are to
expect a satisfactory, experimental, and efficacious knowledge of the
truth as it is in Jesus. I am persuaded that you are seeking in this
way; if so, I am confident you shall not seek in vain. The Lord
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teaches effectually, though for the most part gradually. The path of
the just is compared to the light, which is very faint at the early dawn,
but shineth more and more to the perfect day.
If you sincerely seek the Lord's direction by prayer, you will of
course make use of his appointed means of information, and search
the Scriptures. Give me leave to offer you the following advices, while
you are reading and comparing spiritual things with spiritual. First,
not to lay too great stress upon a few detached texts, but seek for that
sense which is most agreeable to the general strain of the Scripture.
The infallible Word of God must doubtless be consistent with itself.
If it does not appear so to us, the obscurity and seeming inconsistency
must be charged to the remaining darkness and ignorance of our minds.
As many locks, whose wards differ, are opened with equal ease by one
master-key, so there is a certain comprehensive view of scriptural
truth, which opens hard places, solves objections, and happily reconciles,
illustrates, and harmonizes many texts, which, to those who have not
this master-key, frequently styled the analogy offaith, appear little less
than contradictory to each other. When you obtain this key, you
will be sure that you have the right sense.
Again, you will do well to consult experience as you go along. For
though this is not to be depended upon in the first instance, but must
itself be subjected to the rule of the written Word, yet it is a good
subordinate help. Consider which sense is most agreeable to what
passes within you and around you, and which best answers to the
dealings of God with yourself, and to what you can observe of his
Qealings with others.
Farther, when you are led (as I think you will be, if you are not
already) to view the Calvinist doctrines in a favourable light, be not
afraid of embracing them, because there may be, perhaps, some
<lbjections, which, for want of a full possession of the key I mentioned,
you are not able to clear up; but consider if there are not as strong
or stronger objections against the other side. We are poor weak
creatures; and the clearing up of every difficulty is not what we are
immediately called to, but rather to seek that light which may
strengthen and feed our souls.
Lastly, compare the tendency of different opinions. This is an
excellent rule, if we can fairly apply it. Whatever is from God has a
sure tendency to ascribe glory to him, to exclude boasting from the
creature, to promote the love and practice of holiness, and increase
<lur dependence upon His grace and faithfulness. The Calvinists have
no reason to be afraid of resting the merits of their cause upon this
issue; notwithstanding the unjust misrepresentations which have been
<lften made of their principles, and the ungenerous treatment of those
who would charge the miscarriages of a few individuals as the necessary
<lonsequence of embracing those principles.
But I must check myself, or I shall finish my letter before I properly
begin my subject. You have objections to the doctrine of election.
You will, however, agree with me that the Scripture does speak of it,
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and that in very strong and express terms, particularly St. Paul. I'
have met with some sincere people, as I believe, who have told me
they could not bear to read the 9th chapter to the Romans, but
always passed it over; so that their prejudice against election,
prejudiced them against part of the Scripture likewise. But why so,
unless because the dreaded doctrine is maintained too plainly to be
evaded? But you will say, that some writers and preachers attempt
to put an easier sense upon the apostle's words. Let us judge, then,
as I lately proposed, from experience. Admitting, what I am sure
you will admit, the total depravity of human nature, how can we
account for the conversion of a soul to God, unless we likewise admit
an election of grace? The work must begin somewhere. Either the
sinner first seeks the Lord, or the Lord first seeks the sinner. The
former is impossible, if by nature we are dead in trespasses and sins;
if the god of this world has blinded our eyes, and maintains the possession of our hearts; and if our carnal minds, so far from being disposed
to seek God, are enmity against him. Let me appeal to yourself. I
think you know yourself too well to say that you either sought or
loved the Lord first: perha,ps you are conscious that, for a season, and
so far as in you lay, you even resisted His call, and must have perished
if He had not made you willing in the day of His power, and saved
you in defiance of yourself. In your own case, you acknowledge that
He began with you; and it must be the case universally with all that
are called, if the whole race of mankind are by nature enemies to God.
Then, farther, there must be an election, unless ALL are called. But
we are assured t,hat the broad road, which is thronged with the greatest
multitudes, leads to destruction. Were not you and I on this road?
Were we better than those who continue in it still? What has ma-de
us differ from our former selves? Grace. What has made us differ
from those who are now as we once were? Grace. Then this grace,
by the very terms, must be differencing or distinguishing grace; that
is, in other words, electing grace. And to suppose that God should
make this election or choice only at the time of our calling, is not
only unscriptural, but contrary to the dictates of reason, and the ideas
we have of the Divine perfections, particularly those of omniscience
and immutability. They who be1ieve there is any power in man by
nature, whereby he can turn to God, may contend for a conditional
election, upon the foresight of faith and obedience; but while others
dispute, let you and me admire, for we know that the Lord foresaw
us (as we were) in a state utterly incapable either of believing or obeying,
unlesli He was pleased to work in us to will and to do according to His
own good pleasure.
•
As to final perseverance, whatever judgment we form of it in a
doctrinal view, unless we ourselves do so pe?'severe, our profession of
religion will be utterly vain; for only" they that endure to the end
shall be saved." It should seem, that whoever believes this, and is
duly apprised of his own weakness, the number and strength of his
spiritual enemies, and the difficulties and dangers arising from his
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situation in this evil world, will at least be desirous to have, if possible,
some security, that his labour and expectation shall not be in vain.
To be at an uncertainty in a point of so great importance, to have
nothing to trust to for our continuance in well-doing, but our own
feeble efforts, our partial diligence, and short-sighted care, must surely
be distressing, if we rightly consider how unable we are in ourselves
to withstand the forces of the world, the flesh, and the devil, which
are combined against our peace. In this view, I should expect that
the opposers of this doctrine, if thoroughly sensible of their state and
situation, upon a supposition that they should be able to prove it
unscriptural and false, would weep over their victory, and be sorry
that a sentiment, so apparently suited to encourage and animate our
hope, should not be founded in truth. It is not to be wondered at,
that this doctrine, which gives to the Lord the glory due to His name,
and provides so effectually for the comfort of His people, should be
oppo ed and traduced by men of corrupt hearts. But it may well seem
strange, that they who feel their need of it, and cannot be comfortable
without it, should be afraid or unwilling to receive it. Yet many a
child of light is walking in darkness upon this account. Either they
are staggered by the sentiments of those whom they think wiser than
themselves, or stumbled by the falls of professors who were once
advocates for this doctrine, or perplexed because they cannot rightly
understand those passages of Scripture which seem to speak a different
language. But as light and knowledge increase, these difficulties are
lessened. The Lord claims the honour, and He engages for the
accomplishment of a complete salvation, that no power shall pluck
his people out of his hand, or separate them from his love. Their
perseverance in grace, besides being asserted in many express promises,
may be proved with the fullest evidence from the unchangeablcness of
God, the intercesson of Christ, the union which subsists between Him
and His people, and from the princt'ple of spiritual life He has implanted
in their hearts, which in its own nature is connected with everlasting
life; for grace is the seed of glory. I have not room to enlarge on these
particulars, but refer you to the following texts, from which various
strong and invincible arguments might be drawn for their confirmation:
Luke xiv. 28-30, compared with Phil. i. 6; Heb. xii. 24 with Rom. viii.
34-39; John xiv. 19 with John xv. 1,2; iv.14. Upon these grounds,
my friend, why may not you, who have fled for refuge to the hope
set before you and committed your soul to Jesus, rejoice in His salvation,
and say, "While Christ is the foundation, root, head, and husband
of His people, while the word of God is Yea and Amen, while the
counsels of God are unchangeable, while we have a Mediator and High
Priest before the throne, while the Holy Spirit is willing and able to
bear witness to the truths of the Gospel, while God is wiser than men,
and stronger than Satan, so long the believer in .Tesus is and shall be
safe. Heaven and earth must pass away, but the promise, the oath,
the blood, on which my soul relies, affords me a security which can
never fail."
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As the doctrines of election and perseverance are comfortable, so
they cut off all pretence of boasting and self-dependence, when they
are truly received in the beart, and therefore tend to exalt the Saviour.
Of course they stain the pride of all human glory, and leave us nothing
to glory in but the I,ord. The more we are convinced of our utter
depravity and inability from first to last, the more excellent will Jesus
appear. The whole may give the physician a good word, but the sicl~
alone know how to prize him. And here I cannot but remark a
difference between those who have nothing to trust to hut free grace,
and those who ascribe a little at least to some good disposition and
ability in man. We assent to whatever they enforce from the Word of
God on the subject of sanctification. We acknowledge its importance,
its excellency, its beauty; but we could wish they would join more
with us in exalting the Redeemer's name. Their experience seems to
lead them to talk of themselves, of the change that is wrought in them,
and the much that depends upon their own watchfulness and striving.
We likewise would be thankful if we could perceive a change wrought
in us by the power of grace; we desire to be found watching likewise:
but when our hopes are most alive, it is less from a view of the imperfect
beginnings of grace in our hearts, than from an apprehension of Him
Wbo is our all in all. His person, His love, His sufferings, His intercession, compassion, fulness, and faithfulness-these are our delightful
themes, which leave us little leisure, when in our best frames, to speak
of ourselves. How do our hearts soften, and our eyes melt, when "We
feel some liberty in thinking and speaking of Him! For we had no help
in time past, nor can have any in time to come, but from Him alone.
If any person have contributed a mite to their own salvation, it was
more than we could do; if any were obedient and faithful to the first
calls and impressions of His Spirit, it was not our case. If any were
prepared to receive Him beforehand, we know we were in a state of
alienation from Him. We needed sovereign, irresistible grace to save
us, or we had been lost for ever. If there are any who have a power
of their own, we must confess ourselves poorer than they are. We
cannot watch, unless He watches with us; we cannot strive, unless
He strives with us; we cannot stand one moment, unless He holds
us up ; and we believe we must perish after all unless His faithfulness
is engaged to keep us. But this we trnst He will do, not for our
righteousness, but for His own name's sake, and because, having
loved us witb an everlasting love, He has been pleased in lovingkindness to draw us to Himself, and to be found of us when we sought
Him not.
Can you think, dear Sir, that a person who lives under tbe influence
of these sentiments will desire to continue in sin because grace abounds ~
No; you are too candid an observer of men and manners to believe
the calumnies which are propagated against us. It is true, there are
too many false and empty professors amongst us; but are there none
amongst those who hold the opposite sentiments ~ And, I would
observe, that the objection drawn from the miscarriages of reputed
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Calvinists is quite beside the purpose. We maintain that no doctrines
or means can ehange the heart or produce a gracious conversation
without the efficacious power of almighty grace; therefore, if it is
found to be so in fact, it should not be charged against our doctrine
but rather admitted as a proof and a confirmation of it. We confess
that we fall sadly short in everything and have reason to be ashamed
and amazed that we are so faintly influenced by such animating
principles; yet, upon the whole, our consciences bear us witness, and
we hope we may declare it, both to the Church and to the world, without
just fear of contradiction, that the doctrines of grace are doctrines
according to godliness.
I am, etc.
A WHISKEY-TODDY MEETING BROKEN UP THROUGH
THE GOSPEL.
" WE preached near the spot (at Kintyre, Scotland) where :Mr. Haldane
and I landed two years before, when only about three persons came to
hear; now we had a congregation of upwards of 4:00-the effect of Mr.
Macallum's labours among them.
" On leaving them, about a dozen of the people walked on each side
of my horse, telling what miserable creatures they were when first I
visited their country. One said he then acted as a fiddler at all the
dancing weddings round about; which he immediately gave up when
his eyes were opened.' 'The people said I had broken my fiddle to
pieces, but that was not true.'
" An aged, grey-headed man then said, ' I was at that time chairman
of a whiskey-toddy meeting, that regularly met for the purpose of
drinking whiskey and water in the evenings. After Mr. Macallum
came amongst us, one ceased to attend, then another, and another
did the same, till I was left alone in the chair. I began then to wonder
what it could be that they liked better than good Highland whiskey.
This determined me to go and see. So I went and attended the
ministry of our friend, and also found that which I liked better than
"hiskey-toddy.'
" Thus the chair was vacated, and the meeting dissolved by the
force of Gospel truth.
" What was rather a novelty to me, was that I found the conversions
as numerous among those who might be called the aged as among the
young, which is seldom the case where the Gospel has long been
preached. But in that part of the country I did not hear of any
Gospel preacher having been there in that generation, or that of their
fathers. Consequently it was a kind of heathen part of Scotland.
So it was, as among the heathens abroad, under our missionaries:
conversions are as frequent among the old as the young; for if the
Gospel does not soften it hardens; it is either the savour of life or
death."-(Mr. Campbell's Narrative in Lives of the Haldanes, pp 267,
268).
-
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Q!ottefJponbenu.
GO PEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL !I'lAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND.-In response to the following letter, we have sent a
large parcel of New Testaments for distribution amongst the men of
the sea. "I shall esteem it a favour if you will let me have a parcel
of English New Testaments for free distribution amongst seamen. I
have a good supply of other Gospel literature. Thanking you in
anticipation, I am yours in our returning Lord." Another missionary
writes, "I must again thank you for the splendid parcel which will
be so useful to us in the work here. The books are very readable
and some have already started out. Am glad of some of Bishop
Ryle's books, for we have an officer here who used to be rather a
strict Churchman, but has not entered a place of worship for seven
years. Yet he has a great opinion of bishops! He is so interested,
we quite expect him to turn to the Lord. A stoker who has been
a drunkard for thirty years is also on the turn. He has stopped
drinking and hopes to go the whole way when he fully understands.
J fear that we have not much to record, as this is a hard field, but
those four who came out last November have all done well. One
said he cannot speak of the Saviour without tears in his eyes. The
meetings are pretty well attended and some really hard cases like to
come." :More help is needed in the book-mission.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, May, 1929.

A YOUNG MAN'S FEAR OF HELL.
" I PAID a visit with Mr. :Macallum and a young man to the western
side of the Island Arran, in order to preach at a few places, and to
return to a station of Mr. Macallum's to preach on the Sabbath. The
case of the young man was not a common one. He had been, like
his companions, very ignorant and careless. He heard Mr. Haldane
preach after being freed from his arrest, and went home greatly
alarmed about the state of his soul. He could neither sleep nor work.
His poor friends did not know what to make of him-some recommending one medicine, others to make trial of another. All failing
they were recommended to take him to the parish minister of a town
a few miles off. His mother did so. He inquired of the mother what
was the matter with him.
" She said she could not tell, but he could neither sleep nor work for
fear of the day of judgment and hell.
" The minister informed her that a person had very lately come to
the town to teach the people to dance, and was only to remain for a
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short time. He therefore advised her to put him for a month-under
his tuition. He had little doubt but he would be relieved.
" She took lodgings for her son, and placed him under the dancingmaster for a month. Of course, he began to teach him how to make
one foot point to the east, and another to the west, and so on. About
the second day he got tired of the foolish work, jumped out of the
window of the dancing room, ran home to his mother, declaring it
made him worse instead of better. So he gave up the dancing.
" Not long after this Mr. Macallum arrived (in Kintyre, Scotland)
and commenced preaching in the neighbourhood. The young man
went to hear him, and was greatly relieved under the first sermon.
During our visit to Arran I had several conversations with him, and
found his mind peaceful, and very desirous to be e,lucated for the
ministry."-(Mr. Campbell's Narrative in Lives of the Haldanes, pp.
266, 267.)
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s. d.
£1 s.0 0 "A Bath Friend"
Mr. J. W. Marsh
200
Mr. W. J. Tiley
0 11 6 "An Aged Widow"
1 10 0

d'l

DEAN INGE ON THE SITUATION.-In his contribution to the Evening
Standard of October 2nd, Dean Inge deals with "the fatal error of
the Churches." This fatal error seems to be that the Churches have
not accepted the Dean's own peculiar ideas of religion and carried
them out in their working. The proper business of the Churches,
he says, is the saving of souls. But then he tells us that the way of
sah-ation is " to obey God and follow Christ." He denounces verbal
inspiration, the denial of evolution, the appeal to the bliss of heaven
and the horror of hell. He says nothing about redemption or deliverance from the guilt and condemnation of sin. In fact, he denounces
the very things that our Lord affirmed and ignores those of which
He made so much. And yet he speaks of following Christ. He
scorns what he calls the religion of " threats and bribes," never apparently realizing that it occupies a large part of the Bible. He substitutes
the thoughts of men for the truth of the Gospel, and then hopes that
the Churches will adopt his method. However he may try to ridicule
them he will find that there will be some still who plr,ce entire confidence
in the inspired Word and who remember that things hidden from
the "wise and prudent" are revealed to the "babes" in Christ.
They will still continue to hold not that which man's wisdom teaches,
but that which the Holy Spirit teaches, as the sure way of salvation
for sinners and of edification for believers.-The English Churchman.
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ll'oung foIRS' lPage.

"LIKE A TREE."
Ox the third of May of this year, I had the happy privilege of strolling
leisurely throu~h the famous Kew Gardens. My young readers would
have been delighted to see the beauty of the numerous trees on the
spacious lawns. Some were in rich bloom in a marvellous variety
of colouring, and it was an added pleasure that I was with friends
who know the gardens well, and were able to tell me the names of
many of the trees, which I did not know.
As I walked along, the words "like a tree" came to my mind.
They occur in Ps. i. 3, and have reference to the true believer, of
whom we read, " He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season."
It was a great pleasure to look at those trees, and oh! what joy
we experience when we see young lives showing great promise of
ripened fruit in years to come! These young servants of the Lord
have heard the voice of Jesus calling them to follow Him, and, like
disciples of old, have "left all and followed Him." They are, hy
His grace, ready to do His will, and have, in many cases, yielded
their lives to Him to serve Him either at home or abroad. Some are
now in training for the mission field, and many other young believers
have already gone forth to face dangers and difficulties for His sake.
What rich bloom, as it were, greets the eye of older Christians in
the li"es of some young believers! They are "like a tree" putting
forth the beautiful blossom, which gives such pleasure.
The Psalmist shows us how it is that the tree brings forth fruit in
its season. It is planted by the rivers of water. So each true believer
has been planted by God, and is nourished and refreshed by the water
of life. Those are very solemn words of the Lord Jesus in Matt. xv.,
" Every plant, which My heavenly Father hath not planted shall be
rooted up."
The Lord Jesus describes Himself as " like a tree" in the beautiful
parable of the vine, given us in John xv., " I am the Vine, ye are the
branches." He was, of course, speaking to real disciples. It is
delightful to realize that true believers are as closely united to the
Lord Jesus as the branches are to the vine, and that we draw all
our spiriiuallife and nourishment from Him. "Of His fullness have
all we received."
The Apostle Pad refers to converted Jews as being like a good
olive tree, in Romans xi. In the Old Testament you will find the
prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah refer to each of the Lord's people as
being c. like a tree." In Isaiah lxi we read, " That they might be called
trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord that He might be
glorified." Jeremiah tells us that the man who trusts in the Lord,
and whose hope the Lord is, " Shall be as a tree planted by the waters"
(Jer. xvii. 8). Does this describe you, my dear young reader ~

E. A. H.
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t9tnte£itant 1l3cacon.
ON THE

TAlliES "EVANGELICAL" AND "PROTESTANT."

1. THE REFORMERS AND SCRIPTURE.
THE EVAKGELIUM.
(From an excellent pamphlet by the late Rev. Charles Hol-e, B.A.,
Lecturer in Ecclesiastical History at King's College, London.)
THE doctrines which Luther began to teach as vital in and about
1517 rested, he ever insisted, on the Divine basis of Holy Scripture
alone; while current beliefs which those doctrines opposed had nought
but the human support of tradition, fathers, schoolmen, and papal
decrees. Whether Luther was invariably right in his views of revealed
truth is a question on which students of Scripture will differ; but
that he professed to draw them from that sacred fountain only, discarding the other authorities, is incontestable. The fact, one for
thoughtful readers of Reformation history to watch for and to verify,
stands out at every crisis. In his appearances before the Legate
at Augsburg in 1518 this was the crux where all broke off. In the
Leipzig disputation of 1519 everyone observed how Luther brought
his points one by one to the test of Scripture, while with his opponent
Eck it was the fathers, the fathers, only the fathers. No conception
could express the situation in the Diet of 1521 more accurately than
the noble statue in the 'Yorms monument representing Luther, while
uttering those memorable words, "Here I take my stand, I can do
no otherwise, God help me, Amen," raising his face heavenward with
the sacred volume clasped in his hand. In the seclusion of Wartburg
Castle, 1521-2, his chosen and happiest employ was the preparation
for popular use of a German New Testament. Gradually, among
the intelligent commons, this idea of a Bible foundation for their
religion was caught up as vital and central. With a wonderful
unanimity people were swayed by it at the most distant quarters of
the country, and in every Church contest here was felt to be the
ground principle at issue; not whether this tenet or that one was
the right, before it was settled on what authority its rightness or its
wrongness was to be e tablished; should it be Holy Scripture exclusively, or must it be with a mixture of Church traditions 1 Civil
authorities, perplexed by the controversy going on around in pulpits
and in pamphlets, as to what men must believe and how worship,
would summon the parties to a public contention in their presence,
invariably stipulating, however, that all arguments must rest on Holy
Scripture, that alone being intelligible to them and to the throng of
attending lay citizens, who could not possibly know anything of
fathers, schoolmen, decretals, nor would they consent to build upon
such foundations the temple of their faith. At those assemblies the
champions of Reform made an appearance with the holy volume
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waiting in front of them, while their opponents either wandered on
forbidden ground or sat abashed behind an undefended cause. Seeing
how matters were, the Senate, or the Town Council, wise to discern
the only practical path, would issue mandates for the clergy of their
jurisdiction to confine their pulpit teaching within the limits of what
they could make out by Scripture, or by " the Gospel," which it was
agreed expressed the sum and substance of Scripture. Instances
enough could be quoted. In 1520 the Council of Zurich, then feeling
its way towards Reform, enjoined on the priests and monks within its
authority to" deliver nothing in their discourses but what they should
have drawn from the sacred fountains of the Old and the New Testament." On June 15th, 1523, the Council of Berne, still undecided
how far it ought to go, were quite clear as to this matter and ordered
nothing to be preached but the Holy Gospel (Evangelium) , and the
free love of God, and what could be proved from the Old and the
New Testament. On August 16th, 1525, the Elector John of Saxony,
in whose State the Reformation was yet but imperfectly established,
bade his clergy in an official order to preach according to Scripture.
Hence, the Reform doctors, by the general voice as well as by their
own joyful consent, won the name of Evangelici, men of the Evangelium,
men of the evangel, the Gospel, which they alone defended, they
alone rested their and their people's hopes upon, they alone cared for,
they alone knew; while the party of the old were Thomists, or
Scotists, or Decretalists, or briefly Pontificii-the Pontiff's mencontent to take everything at the Pontiff's hand, knowing Reformers
as merely" Lutherans," without a character of their own.
Evangelical, then, or Lutheran, versus Pontifician or Papalist, tho e
were the party designations for the first ten or twelve years before
" Protestant" came into use at Spires, as now to be related.
(To be continued.)

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
ON Friday, the 3rd of May, Sir George Hume presided over the 122nd
Annual Meeting of the Society, and spoke in warmest terms of the
good work done through so many years, and, in most heartily commending the work, referred to the splendid work don~ by the voluntary
ladies' committees.
The Report presented by the Secretary expressed gratitude to God
for continued favour manifested, inasmuch as all needs had been
supplied. At the close of the year there were 1046 pensioners on the
books whose ages ranged from 60 to 100. These dwelt in various
parts of the Kingdom from the North of Scotland to Cornwall and
Devon on the one hand, and from Norfolk to Wales on the other,
The total amount expended in pensions alone was £11,626, in addition
to which there had been the large cost of the upkeep of the Homes,
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where about 200 aged pilgrims were spending their closing days.
The urgent need for an increase in the number of subscribers was
emphasized. Addresses were given by the Revs. G. Rose, J. Raven
and H. Atherton, and by Mr. Chambers.
In the afternoon a Sermon was preached by the Rev. Henry Atherton,
of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, from the words, " Especially unto them
who are of the household of faith"; a good number of friends being
present.
The Anniversary of the Camberwell Home will take place on June 6th,
and the South London Sale of Work will be held on the following
Thursday, the 13th June, in the grounds of the Camberwell Home.
Particulars of these were given in last month's magazine.
A Garden Meeting will be held at "Appledore," Lumley Road,
Horley, on the 12th June, and a service in the evening of the 20th
at Homerton Row Baptist Chapel.

l{ebiehH, anll jtotiCCf;i of lSookf3.
WITH CHRIST. By the late Rev. William Parks, RA. Price
2d. post free. Pp. 18. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage,
98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
In this pamphlet the author points out that there is a union between
Christ and the whole election of gI'ace from eternity, and that there
is also a union in time which is consequent upon the former. He
then goes on to speak of the evidences and the privileges of this union,
Those who are united in Christ by regeneration have a spiritual knowledge of Him, and rest on Him only for salvation. He is the Object
of their love, and they submit to His authority. Such are pardoned
and accepted in the Beloved, and eternal life in glory is their destined
portion.

UNION

We have also received from the -Sovereign Grace Union, NOTHING
TO PAY, a booklet of 32 pages, price 2d, post free.
A FAITHFUL MESSAGE. By Mr, J. K. Popham, of Brighton. Pp. 15.
Price 2d. post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage,
98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This is a message "To the Ministers, Deacons, Churches, and
Congregations of the Gospel Standard Denomination," and is reprinted
from the Gospel Standard. Like all Mr. Popham's writings it is a
message of a very searching character, and may well be read with
profit by those outside the Denomination to which it was originally
addressed,
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THE VATICAN AND TEMPORAL POWER. THE VATICAN AND EDUCATION. Both these pamphlets are issued by the Protestant Truth
Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4, at the
price of 2d. each.
The first of these pamphlets is specially valuable in view of the
recent papal concordat by which the Pope has become "the king
of the Vatican citv."
The second pamphlet is important in view of the renewed demands
of the Romanists in England to secure schools under their own control,
built with public money, and maintained out of public money. Strong
efforts will be made during the forthcoming General Election to secure
promises from candidates for Parliament in support of these demands.
HIGHGATE ROAD CHAPEL CONFERENCE. Pp. 24. Price 4d. (Mr.
G. H. Fromow, 10, Whitehall Gardens, Chiswick, London, W.4.)
This is a full report of the Annual Conference of the Sovereign
Grace Advent Testimony, held in April of this year. The great theme
which was considered was " The Church," especially as set forth in
the Epistle to the Ephesians. This was dealt with under the following
heads: "New Testament Definitions of the Church," "The Church
in Christ," "Old Testament Saints are Included in the Church,"
" The Church's Unity throughout the Ages," " The Church's Walk in
the Evil Day," "Typical Teaching Respecting the Church," "The
Church's Hope and Glory." The speakers included Pastors J. Wilmot,
J. H. Lynn, Sydney W. White, and E. J. Poole-Connor, and Messrs.
J. H. Pizey, J. E. Rayner, and Herman Newmark and Rev. T.
Houghton. The secretary remarks that this conference " was one of
the best of its kind, in the attendances, in the addresses given, and
we trust in the Spiritual blessing received." We warmly commend
the Report to the attention of our readers.

SCOTTISH CONSCIENCE.
RESTITUTION -OF CINEMA FEES.
THE manager of a Weymouth cinema received the following letter
to-day from a young woman in Scotland:
"I am enclosing five shillings, as I several times entered your
cinema for half-price when I was over age. That was years ago, but
it has only come to my mind lately. I have since been converted,
so, although I could not come into your cinema again, I feel that
now I am a Christian I should put this right."-Daily Telegraph,
May 5th, 1929.
" We can never set our opinion of what i3 fitting in opposition to
any direct statement of the Lord."-Dr. S. P. Tregelles.

