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JEHOVAH'S RIGHT HAND.
" The right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly."-PSALM cxviii. 16,
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OUR LORD tells us that "GOD is a SPIRIT," and that "a spirit
hath not flesh and bones." Strictly speaking, then, when we
read of" the right hand of the LORD," or of" the eyes of the LORD,"
"the mouth of the LORD," or of "His ears," the language used is
figurative, but behind the figures are real and important truths
conveyed to ue in figurative language. When we read that "the
mouth of the LORD hath spoken it," and other similar expressions,
we are taught that GOD has through the prophets made known
to us His will, His purposes, His promises and His precepts. When
we read that "the eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding
the evil and the good," we are reminded of His omniscience. We
are taught that He knows everything which happens, that all
things are naked and opened to His eyes. He is acquainted with
all our doings. He knows what we say, and what we think. Even
our groaning is not hid from Him. This truth is a great comfort
to His people. It teaches us that He knoweth them that are
His, that He knows their sorrows and their trials, and being
fully aware of their needs He will assuredly show Himself strong
on their behalf.
What comfort, too, is brought to our hearts when we read,
"His ears are open unto their cry." The words clearly indicate
that He hears the cries o( His people. Their prayers will not be
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offered in vain. "He also will hear their cry, and will save them"
(Ps. cxlv. 19).
" The right hand of the LORD" is that upon which we want to
write. It speaks of His power, His omnipotence. His hand
of power doeth valiantly and bravely on behalf of His redeemed
people.
1. First, notwe that H1'S right hand doeth valiantly to save His
people.
They need saving, because they are a people who have wandered
away from Him. They are lost, ruined, undone, and absolutely
helpless. Their eternal salvation is beautifully illustrated in tbe
history of GOD'S people Israel. They were in the bondage of
Egypt, but He came down to deliver them. They merited the
death of their firstborn, but the LORD saved them through the
blood of the passover lamb. Pharaoh and his host pursued after
them and they were in deadly peril, but the LORD intervened on
their behalf. At His bidding, "Moses stretched forth his hand
over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning
appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. . . . There remained
not so much as one of them. . . . Thus the LORD saved Israel
that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead upon the sea shore" (Exod. xiv. 27-30). How
did the LORD save them 1 Let Moses give the answer. "Thy
right hand, 0 LORD, is become glorious in power: Thy right hand,
o LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. . . . The enemy said,
I will pursue, I will overta.ke, I will divide the spoil. . . . Thou
didst blow with Thy wind, the sea covered them: they sank as
lead in the mighty. waters. . . . Thou stretchedst out Thy right
hand, the earth swallowed them" (Exod. xv. 6, 9, 10, 12). All
this was typical of the salvation of the spiritual Israel. They
were in spiritual bondage, and absolutely helpless to deliver themselves. The LORD, however, came down to deliver them. By His
power He became incarnate and became obedient unto death as their
holy Surety and Substitute. He redeemed them by His precious
blood, and He brings them into the enjoyment of His redeeming work by the regenerating and saving power of His SPIRIT.
His right hand of power and grace hath wrought valiantly
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on behalf of His people, and to Him they owe their eternal salvation from the penalty and power of sin. Not to themselves, but
to the LORD they give the glory of their salvation.
2. Secondly, the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly to deliver
His people from their spiritual foes.

These foes are real and powerful and they attack the LORD'S
people in a variety of ways, and at unexpected times. ~ One of
their most formidable foes is within themselves. "The flesh
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and
these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the
things that ye would" (Gal. v. 17). No good thing dwelleth in
the flesh. It is always enmity against GOD. It is not subject to
His law, nor can it ever be (see Rom. viii. 7). This corrupt, evil,
and sinful nature is always in us, and it is part of ourselves, and we
are responsible for its constant and daily antagonism to GOD. It
is described as " sin that dwelleth in me " (Rom. vii. 17). Because
of its presence in GoD'S believing people, and because of its frequent
sinful uprisings, the apostle says, "If we say that we have no
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (1 John i. 8).
The apostle's statement that "The flesh lusteth against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh," shows there is a continual conflict
between the two. This conflict is more or less continuous, and as
the flesh within us is always contrary to the Spirit, it is always
sinful. Moreover as the flesh or evil nature is our flesh, we who
possess it are always sinful. The apostle says, "I know that in me
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing." It was the apostle's
flesh. In him there was a nature that was sinful. Hence he, in
spite of his new nature, was still a sinful man. He still needed to
say, "GOD be merciful to me a sinner." He went farther than
that. He said, "CHRIST JESUS came into the world to save sinners;
of whom I am chief" (1 Tim. i. 15).
Another of our very formidable, mighty, crafty; and experienced
foes is "that old serpent, called the devil, and Satan." He
" deceiveth the whole world," and he is the enemy of all the people
of GOD. The Apostle Peter calls him " your adversary the devil,"
and tells us that" as a roaring lion, (he) walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour."
Such is his craft that he is often "transformed into an angel
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of light," and then we are in very great danger of being led away
by the seeming goodness and purity of his influences. Some of
the leading teachers in the professing Church were described as "his
ministers" who were "transformed as ministers of righteousness;
whose end shall be according to their works" (2 Cor. xi. 14, 15).
From the devil and his agents we are in continual danger, and
sobriety and vigilance are needed if we are not to be led away by
their devices. The world of men around us is another great enemy
of our souls. GOD'S people, having been "chosen out of the
world," are hated by the world. They are, however, in danger of
conformity to the world. Being in the world, they are in danger
of following the ways, customs, maxims, pleasures, and evil desires
of worldly men. Yet we read, "If any man love the world, the
love of the FATHER is not in him," and" the friendship of the world
is enmity with GOD" (1 John ii. 15; J ames iv. 4). In view of
these great spiritual forces of evil we need a power outside ourselves
if we are in any measure to be victorious over them. That power
is "the right hand of JEHOVAH." It was by that power that the
children of Israel were measurably victorious over the enemies
who confronted them in the land of Canaan. They had to face
seven nations greater and mightier than themselves. They were,
however, bidden to be strong and of a good courage, assured that
the LORD their GOD would be with them, and would not fail nor
forsake them. The conquest of Canaan therefore was not due to
their power, but to the right hand of the LORD. "They got not
the land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm
save them: but Thy right hand, and Thine arm, and the light of
Thy countenance, because Thou hadst a favour unto them."
(Ps. xliv. 3).
In so far as they conquered their enemies it was due to "the
right hand of the LORD." He fought for them and through Him
they gained many and great victories. We need the same right
hand of power to-day. Only through the power of the SPIRIT can
we mortify the deeds of the body. Only by walking under the
influence of the Spirit can we in any degree be proof against the
lusts of the flesh. If we are to stand against "the wiles of
the devil" we need to be strong in the LORD and in the power of
His might. If we are to quench Satan's fiery darts, we must needs
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take in our hands "the shield of faith"-a faith which trusts in
"the right hand of the LORD."
The victory that overcometh the world is faith in the right hand
of the LORD. The LORD graciously saves with His right hand them
which put their trust in Him from those that rise up against
them (see Ps. xvii. 7).
In some quarters there seems to be some loose talk about "the
victorious life," as if victory over our spiritual foes was continuous
and complete. In reference to that it may be noted that the
LORD for His own wise purposes did not utterly exterminate the
Canaanites, but left them to prove Israel (Judges ii. 21-23).
In like manner the LORD has not thought fit to deliver His people
in this life from their old evil nature. It still remains in them,
and is always in rebellion against GOD. In so far as they are
victorious over their evil natures, it is wholly due to Divine power
and grace, but it would be unscriptural to teach that victory over
the world, the flesh, and the devil is continuous and complete.
Such a doctrine would be perilously near the doctrine of sinless
perfection. It is plain both from Scripture and experience that
believers do sin, and that" In many things we offend all" (James
iii. 2), "There is not a just man upon the earth, that doeth good
and sinneth not" (Eccles. vii. 20). No believer, of course, should
cherish sin in his heart or be indifferent to the commission of sin.
He needs to realize increasingly the enormity and the heinousness
of sin. "The thought of foolishness is sin" (Prov. xxiv. 9). No
E'in, however trivial in the eyes of the world, should be thought
lightly of by the LORD'S family. The fact that our LORD suggests
that we daily need to pray, "Forgive us our trespasses," shows
that no day passes without sin in some form or other. Often we
may sin and be ignorant of our sin. For this also we are accountable to GOD. "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us."
The apostle says to believers, "These things write I unto you,
that ye sin not" (1 John ii. 1). Our daily and constant aim should
be to abstain from every form of evil. We need to "abhor that
which is evil" and to " cleave to that which is good." Nothing
is so sad as to see GOD'S children living inconsistently with their
high calling, and tolerating sin in their lives. Yet both Scriptme
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and experience teach us that at the end of every day we shall
have reason to confess failure in some degree, and to seek for
fresh mercy and grace. It is remarkable that when we are walking
in the light as GOD is in the light, we are specially told that "the
blood of JESUS CHRIST His SON cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John
i. 7). Does not this show that the more we walk in the light, the
more we become conscious of sin, and the more we feel the need
of the cleansing efficacy of CHRIST'S blood 1 Thank GOD that
"they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength," and
that He is plea.sed, by the right hand of His power, to give His
people frequent victories over the world, the flesh and the devil.
We may always take comfort from the assurance that He is on
our side, and that He will not allow any power to separate us
from His love.
3. Thirdly, notice that the T1'ght hand 0/ the LORD doeth valt'antly
in upholding His people.

The LORD'S people have their troubles. "Many are the afflictions of the righteous." These trials tempt us to give way to
despair. It sometimes seems as if all men and all things are
against us, and as if the LORD Himself had forgotten us and cast
us off. Some people talk very glibly as if the life of the child of
GOD were a life of continuous and unmixed joy, and if you point
to the experience of GOD'S saints of the Old Testament they say,
" Oh, that was before Pentecost," as if the saints of the Old
Testament were not full of the SPIRIT equally with the saints of
the New Testament.
Dare any of us suggest that :ve are superior to Enoch who walked
with GOD for three hundred years 1 Dare we say that we are
superior to Abraham the father of all them that believe 1
But what about Paul 1 He lived after Pentecost. Had he no
fears and moments of depressi.on 1 What does he say 1 He says,
" When we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but
we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within
were fears.
" Nevertheless GOD, that comforteth those that are cast down,
comforted us by the coming of Titus." It was not all rest and
unclisturbed peace with the great apostle. He was "troubled on
every side." He had" fightings " without and" fears" within.

'-

The Gospel Magazine

237

In like manner the child of GOD may have an experience which
impels him to say, "Will the LORD cast off for ever? and will
He be favourable no more? Is His mercy clean gone for ever?
Doth His promise fail for evermore?
" Hath GOD forgotten to be gracious? Hath He in anger shut
up His tender mercies? "
The LORD, however, does not leave His despairing children in
those circumstances. He influences them to say, "This is my
infirmity: but I will remember the years of the right hand of the
MOST HIGH. I will remember the works of the LORD: surely I
will remember Thy wonders of old" (Ps. lxxvii. 7-11).
The remembrance of the works of the LORD, wrought by His
right hand, acts as a tonic. It revives the faith and confidence of
the believer, and he encourages himself in the LORD his GOD.
But when he is in trouble he is constrained to say, "My soul
followeth hard after Thee: Thy right hand upholdeth me" (Ps.
lxiii.8). And how precious when we are warranted to say, "Though
I walk in the midst of trouble, Thou wilt revive me: Thou shalt
stretch forth Thine hand against the wrath of mine enemies, and
Thy n'ght hand shall save me" (Ps. cxxxviii. 7).
The LORD, then, graciously upholds and saves His people in
their manifold trials by the right hand of His power.
4. Fourthly, the right hand of the
people wherever they are.

LORD

doeth valiantly for His

They are a scattered people. They are found in all parts of the
earth. In heathen and Mohammedan countries the LORD has a
saved remnant. In civilized countries numbers of His people are
to be found. In cities, towns and villages the LORD has a people
whom He has called by His grace. Wherever they are, however,
they are known to the LORD, and His hand of power is stretched
forth for their comfort. They cannot get beyond the reach of
His presence. "If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there: if
I make my bed in hell, behold, Thou art there. If I take the
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
even there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right hand shall hold
me" (Ps. cxxxix. 8-10).
What a comfort this is! He is with His people wherever they
are, His right hand holds and keeps them wherever they dwell.

238

"

The Gospel Magazine

5. Lastly, we may say that the right hand of the LORD doeth
valiantly to glorify H1's people.
They owe their salvation to His right hand. They owe all their
victories to His right hand. They owe all their comforts, their
revivings, and their deliverances to His right hand, and the same
right hand whi.ch has redeemed, quickened, delivered, and comforted,
will eventually bring t'hem to glory.
We read that He "made His own people to go forth like sheep,
and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. And He led them
on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea overwhelmed their
enemies. And He brought them to the border of His sanctuary,
even to this mountain, which His right hand had purchased" (Ps.
lxxviii. 52-54).
He never abandoned the people of His choice. Despite all their
murmurings and rebellions He brought them to the inheritance
which He had secured by His right hand, and wb.ich He covenanted
to give them. In like manner His "many sons" of the spiritual
Israel are to be brought to glory. It is His good pleasure to give
them the kingdom, and till they reach the heavenly inheritance
they will be kept by the right hand of His power.
The same right hand of power which exalted their REDEEMER
will eventually exalt all the redeemed. Washed and made white
in the blood of the LAMB they shall stand before the throne of
GOD, giving to GOD and the LAMB the glory of their salvation.
Truly" the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly," and He
says to His people, "Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not
dismayed; for I am Thy Go~: I will strengthen thee; yea, I
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the n:ght hand of My
righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10).
THE EDITOR.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

" PAUL, in becoming all things to all men, never compromised any
truth or sanctioned any error."-Dr. Chm'les Bodge.
" GOD will have sin not only cast aside, but cast away with abhorrence.
So He speaks, Ye that love the Lord, see that ye hate evil."-John
Berridge.
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"COME FROM THE FOUR WINDS, 0 BREATH."
" Then ~aid He unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of
man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come from
the four winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they
may live."-EzEKIEL xxxvii. 9.

THIS chapter records a very remarkable experience through which
the prophet Ezekiel p~ssed. The hand of the Lord was upon
him, and he was carried out in the Spirit of the Lord and set down
in a valley full of bones, and caused to pass by them round about.
The bones were very many in number, and they were very dry.
The Lord then put a question to him, "Can these bones live? "
Humanly speaking Ezekiel might have answered, "No," but he
knew that nothing was impossible with God, and therefore he
answered, "0 Lord God, Thou knowest." Then he was bidden
to prophesy upon these bones and announce to them, lifeless and
dead though they were, the Divine purpose concerning them. The
announcement he was to make to the bones was as follows:
" Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones; Behold, I will cause
breath to enter into you, and ye shall live : and I will lay sinews
upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live ; and ye shall know
that I am the Lord." Ezekiel prophesied as he was commanded.
He announced the Divine purpose, and as he did so, "there was
a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone
to his bone." And when he beheld, "10, the sinews and the flesh
came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there
was no breath in them." There was outward form and beauty,
but no life, a picture, no doubt, of many professing Christians.
They have the form of godliness, but they have never experienced
its power. They outwardly appear righteous before men, but
within they are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
Ezekiel, however, was bidden to prophesy again. He was to
say, "Thus saith the Lord God; Come from the four winds, 0
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." The
result was, "breath came into them, and they lived, and stood
up upon their feet, an exceeding great army."
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What did all this mean? We are not left to mere conjecture.
The dry bones represented the whole house of Israel. To themselves their condition seemed hopeless, but they are still God's
people, notwithstanding all their sins, and it is His gracious and
declared purpose to bring them into the land of Israel and to put
His Spirit within them, so that they may live, and know that He
is the Lord (verses 11-14).
Not only restoration, but spiritual regeneration by the lifegiving power of the Holy Ghost is to be their portion. " For,"
saith the Lord, " I will take you from among the heathen (literally,
nations), and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you
into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you
and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your
idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a
new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will gi.ve you an heart at flesh. And
I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My
statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments and do them. And ye
shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall
be My people, and I will be your God" (Ezek. xxxvi. 24-28).
It is clear, then, that God has great purposes of mercy towards
His ancient people, and these purposes shall all be aecomplished
in due time. But the whole house of Israel are a type of the
whole Church of God, and the teaching of this chapt-er has its
application, therefore, to the whole company of God's elect people.
Whereas the people of Israel belonged only to one nation, the
Church of God is composed of. His elect from every nation.
1. The vision which Ezekiel saw suggests first THE DEAD CONDITION OF MEN IN GENERAL.

" Dead in trespasses and si.ns" is the description of all men by
nature. They are "alienated from the life of God." They are
spiritually dead; dead to God, dead to His service, altogether
inactive and lifeless so far as serving God is concerned. "There
is no fear of God before their eyes." They have no reverence for
God, no reverence for His Word, no reverence for His day. All
men naturally are spiritually like the dry bones in Ezekiei's vision.
They are spiritually lifeless, spiritually blind, spiritually deaf, and
spiritually dumb. We need not go outside of England or of other
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civilized countries to see evidences of this deadness. Every faithful minister sees it all around him. It is manifest in the absolute
indifference to spiritu'al things which prevails on the Lord's day.
It is seen in the excursions, the golf, the tennis and other games
which are now so common on the Lord's day. It is seen in the
almost universal use of buses and trams on the Lord's day. It
is seen in the growing neglect of the public worship of God, and
in the growing neglect of Bible reading. It is seen in the unnecessary cooking and in the reading of Sunday newspapers on the
Lord's day, and in the flimsy excuses that are made for nonattendance at places where the Gospel is preached.
SPIRITUAL DEATH AMONG PROFESSUG CHRISTIANS is also evident
on every hand. There are doubtless multitudes of people who
attend churches and chapels who are still destitute of spiritual
life. They have never experienced the new birth. They have not
passed from death unto life. They say prayers, but they do not
pray. They sing psalms and hymns, but they do not praise God.
They are like the dry bones which, though united, and covered
with sinews, flesh, and skin, are yet destitute of life. There is
no breath in them.
A WANT OF LIFE AND ENERGY AMONGST REAL BELIEVERS is also
manifest. To many of the Lord's true, regenerated people it may
be said, "Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead"
(Rev. iii. 1). That is, they are comparatively dead. They need
revival. They need to be shaken up and freshly energized by the
life-giving power of the Holy Ghost. 'When feeling conscious of
their lack of zeal, energy, and spiritual life, they are ready to
say:"In vain we tune our formal songs,
In vain we strive to rise;
Hosannas languish on our tongues,
And our devotion dies.
" Dear Lord, and shall we ever be
In this low, lifeless state ~
Our love so faint, so cold to Thee,
And Thine to us so great!
" Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quickening powers!
Come, shed abroad a Saviour's love,
And that shall kindle ours."
(Dr. Watts)
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Do we not all feel at times, and at one time more than at another
time, how cold and lifeless we are, and how much we need to
pray, "Wilt Thou not revive us again, that Thy people may
rejoice in Thee? " (Ps. lxxxv. 6).
In the case of persons naturally alive, they may sometimes get
into such a condition that they seem as if they were really dead
(see Acts xiv. 19), and real believers may get into so Iowa spiritual
state that many who do not know them may suppose them to be
actually destitute of spiritual life. It is indeed lamentable if we
get into that condition, and we need to cry mightily unto God,
and say, " Quicken us, and we will call upon Thy Name"; "My
soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken Thou me according to Thy
word" (Ps. lxxx. 18; cxix. 25).
" Revive our drooping faith,
Our doubts and fears remove,
And kindle in our breasts the flame
Of never-dying love.
" 'Tis Thine to cleanse the heart,
To sanctify the soul;
To pour fresh life in every part,
And new-create the whole."
(Hart)
2. Secondly, the vision which Ezekielsaw suggests THE

HELPLESS

CONDITION OF MEN IN GENERAL.

The dry bones were not only dead, but they were absolutely
helples~ to alter their condition. Apart from Divine power these
bones would have remained dead, dry, and separated from each
other. God, however, Who alqne "quickeneth the dead," determined to bring them together "bone to his bone," aDd to lay
sinews upon them and flesh and to cover them with skiD. He,
moreover, determined. to "cause breath to enter into them," so
that they would live, and stand up upon their feet" an exceeding
great army." That gracious purpose was accomplished in the
vision, and the valley of dry bones became a valley replete with
living human beings.
What a picture we have here of the absolute helplessness of
men, in their natural, sinful, and lifeless condition, to pass from
spiritual death to spiritual life. The doctrine that men can of
their own free will bring about their own regeneration and con-
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version finds no place in Scripture. AB we did not bring about
our natural birth, so we cannot bring about our spiritual birth.
If we are born again it will be, "not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John
i. I3).
It follows, therefore, that those who are saved, are saved as a
result of the sovereign will and grace of God. He, as the Almighty
power outside ourselves, quickens the dead in sin and saves them
by His grace (see Ephes. ii. I-lO). In doing this, however mysterious the truth may seem, and however repugnant, He hath " mercy
on whom He will have mercy." "Of His own will begat He us
with the word of truth" (James i. I8).
There is no discouragement in this great Bible truth to the
anxious and seeking soul. Every sinner who is burdened with a
sense of sin is encouraged to come to the Saviour. The very fact
that he is anxious about his soul is a proof that the Lord has
begun the work of grace in his heart, and the seeking and coming
sinner who trusts in the blood and righteousness of Christ is assured
of a warm welcome, and a full, free, and eternal forgiveness of all
his sins. "Whosoever shall call on the Name of the Lord shall
be saved" (Rom. x. I3).
To Christ give all the prophets witness, "that through His
Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins ~,
(Acts x. 43). We say that the chosen object of God's mercy is
made willing to see himself as a lost, hell-deserving sinner, and to
come to Christ as his holy Substitute and Saviour. It is then that
he is spiritually ready to hear the gracious words, " Ho, everyone
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters," and" whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely" (Isa. Iv. 1; Rev. xxii. I7).
God "satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with
goodness" (Ps. cvii. 9). There is no such thing as an Arminian
and a Calvinistic side to truth, nor is it true that some texts are
Arminian and some Calvinistic. All the texts of the Bible, rightly
interpreted and balanced by one another, teach nothing more and
nothing less than salvation by the sovereign grace of the God of
all grace. These dry bones when drawn together and clothed
with sinews, flesh, and skin, and made to live by the power of
God, could take no credit to themselves for the mighty change
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which they experienced, nor can we, if Divinely quickened and
saved, give any glory to our own free will, or to anything in ourselves. Unto Him, and to Him alone, must be the glory for ever
and ever.
We would remind Church of England readers that its Tenth
Article; entitled" Of Free-Will," shows that the common doctrine
of Free-will has no place in Church of England theology. This
Article says, "The condition of man after the Fall of Adam is
such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own natural
strength and good works, to faith, and calling upon God: wherefore we have no power to do good works pleasant and acceptable
to God, without the grace of God by Christ preventing (i.e., going
before) us, that we may have a good will, and working with us,
when we have that good will."
The Westminster Confession of Faith teaches the same doctrine.
It says, "Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost an
ability of will to any spiritual good accompanying salvation; so
as a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, and
dead in sin, is not able, by his own strength, to convert himself,
or to prepare himself thereunto" (Oonfession, chapter ix, 3).
If it were not, then, that God in the exercise of His own sovereign
will had chosen some to salvation, no flesh would be saved. May
we recei.ve with meekness and snbmission this revelation of I-lis
purposes; and may we never cease to thank Him, if He has Eaved
us from hell and begotten in us the hope of heavenly glory.
3. Thirdly, this vision shows us the need of THE LIFE-GIVING
SPIRIT.

In the presence of these dry bones Ezekiel was helpless. He
could prophesy over them, and he could cry that the Spirit
might breathe upon these slain, but he himself could not give
them life.
In like manner, mllllsters and others are made to feel their
helplessness in the presence of the dead in sin. They can, when
Divinely enabled, proclaim to them the Gospel, and God's gracious
purposes of mercy, but they cannot impart life. They can also
pray for the regenerating power of the Spirit to be put forth; but
this, too, must be in humble submission to His sovereign will. We
cannot arrange for conversions, or fix: the time when sinners shall
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be quickened. It is only when God's time to favour dead sinners
comes, that He will arise and have mercy on them. It is not by
human might, nor by human power that sinners are quickened,
but only by the Spirit, "the Lord and Giver of life."
What need, then, that the Lord's messengers should give themselves to prayer, as well as to the ministry of the Word. What
need, too, that they should wait for fresh displays of the Spirit's
power, and wait to be themselves freshly endued with power from
on mgh.
4. Lastly, this vision recognizes THE PURPOSE OF GOD in the
ultimate salvation of His people.
God revealed to the prophet that it is His purpose to save an
elect nation. Concerning the dry bones which represented the
whole house of Israel, God said, "Behold, I will cause breath to
enter into you, and ye shall live " (verse 5). He has purposes of
mercy towards the literal Israel which will certainly be accomplished
in due time. It is God's people Israel concerning whom God here
speaks to the prophet. In like manner, typically, it is of God's
elect from every nation that He has declared His gracious purpose.
He is visiting the nations, "to take out of them a people for His
Name" (Acts xv. 14). "The salvation of God is sent unto the
Gentiles, and they will hear it" (Acts xxviii. 28). Christ is not
only "to restore the preserved of Israel," but He is to be God'a
" salvation unto the end of the earth" (Isa. xlix. 6). He intends
to bring His" other sheep," and He says, "They shall hear My,
voice; and there shall be one fold (flock), and one Shepherd'~
(John x. 16).
Here is our encouragement to preach the Gospel to every creature.
God will certainly make that Gospel "the power of God unto
salvation" to all the chosen objects of His grace. All His chosen
ones shall be called, justified, and glorified (see Rom. viii. 30).
Christ" shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied"
(Isa. liii. 11). Be it ours, then, amid the deepening darkness, and
amid all our discouragements, to go on making known His Gospel,
and helping forward the spread of His truth at home and abroad,
assured that God's gracious purposes must be accomplished.
Nothing can hinder the gathering out and the eternal salvation
of "all the elect people of God."
17
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" Lo, what embattled foes,
Stern in their hate, oppose
God's holy word:
One for His truth we stand,
Strong in His own right hand,
Firm as a martyr-band;
God shield His word.
" Onward shall be our course,
Despite of fraud or force;
God is before;
His word ere long shall run
Free as the noon-day sun;
His purpose must be done:
God bless His word."

(Hugh Stowell)
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

THE ETERNAL SONSHIP.
" ACCORDING to the Scriptures and the creeds of all the great historical
churches (Greek, Latin, Lutheran, and Reformed), the term Son, as
applied to Christ, designates His Divine nature. It is a term of nature
and not of office. He was from eternity the Son of God. Yet it is of
the Son that subjection is here predicated. This is urged as an argument against His eternal Sonship. The fact, however, is, that the
person of Christ may be designated from one nature, when the predicate
belongs either to the opposite nature or to the whole Person. That is,
He may be called God when what is said of Him is true only of His
human nature or of His complex person as God and man; and He
may be called man, when what is said of Him is true only of His
Divine nature. Thus He is called the Son of Man when omnipresence
and omniscience are ascribed to Him; and He is called God, the Son
of God, the Lord of Glory when He is said to die. These passages do
not prove that the human nature of Christ is everywhere present;
{)r that His Divine nature suffered and died. Neither do such expressions as that in the text prove that the Son as such is inferior to the
Father, nor that the term Son is not a Scriptural designation of His
Divine nature. The principle here adverted to is so important, and
serves to explain so many passages of Scripture, that it will bear to
be often repeated."-Dr. Oharles Hodge on 1 Corinthians xv. 28.
"You must not expect the wind to be at your back all the way to
heaven."-W. Tiptaft.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the L01·d hath anointed
me to preach good tidings unto the meek; He hath sent me to bind
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them that moum in
Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of .JoY for mouming, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that
He might be glorified."-IsAIAH lxi. 1-3.
WHAT a large place in Holy Scripture is assigned to the subject of
the Lord's prisoners and their prison experience, both as regards the
visible incarceration of their bodies, as also the invisible binding of
their souls. And since all these things in the pages of Holy Writ are
written for our learning, let us consider some of them, and may the
gracious Holy Spirit make it a profitable and encouraging meditation
to our hearts.
At the outset we would remind our readers that a prison is a place in
which to confine debtors and malefactors. In all ages, however, many of
the saints of God have been cast into prison, there to suffer for Christ's
sake and there to glorify Him; whilst He, their God, "behind a
frowning Providence," was carrying out the purposes of His will, and
bringing mighty things to pass to His own eternal glory. How truly
Joseph said to his brethren, " Ye thought evil against me, but God
meant it unto good." Thus our God can turn a curse into blessing,
and make the wrath of man to praise Him. Joseph, a saint of God,
was cast into prison through the vile calumny of a wicked woman,
" But the Lord was with Joseph," we read, and although He permitted
the iron to enter his soul, yet when His word came, the prisoner was
fetched out and promoted to far "higher honours than he could have
had but for this long and humbling experience. From the prison
house Joseph was exalted to a position next to Pharaoh, and the
regulating of all that heathen monarch's affairs left to his hand.
Ultimately, God moving "in a mysterious way" to perform His
wonders, Joseph and his brethren were caused to meet, as the result
of the great famine.
And again, for nothing more than answering the wicked King Ahab
according to the Spirit of the Lord, was the godly Micaiah thrown
into prison and instructions given to " feed him with bread of affliction
and water of affliction, until I come in peace." With what quiet
dignity in the true peace of his God did the persecuted prophet answer
the king, " If thou return at all in peace, the Lord hath not spoken
by me." And one likes to recall that Micaiah in reply to Zedekiah
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who cruelly" smote him on the cheek, and said, Which way went the
Spirit of the Lord from me to speak unto thee ~ " answered with a
mind kept calm and stayed upon his God, "Behold, thou shalt see
in that day, when thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself."
The Lord's presence, doubtless, made the prison cell of His faithful
servant " none other than the house of God" to his soul.
Look again, dear readers, at the prison experience of Jeremiah, who
for nothing more than for his faithful prophecies, was cast into the
dungeon. He was given a token that his God would not forsake
him and that "Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed
again in this land" with the purchase of his uncle's field in the
country of Benjamin, and his heart strengthened in faith to believe
that all his God promised, He would assuredly perform. From out of
his prison house sounds that God-honouring word of childlike, implicit
confidence, " Ah! Lord God . . . there is nothing too hard for Thee."
And in gracious, condescending mercy, Jeremiah's God returned
answer to His prisoner, " Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh;
is there anything too hard for Me ~" We almost say, it is worth
being in a prison to receive such a word as that from our God, Who
cannot lie, and Who cannot deny Himself! (Jer. xxxii. 17 and 27).
But the Lord is sovereign in all His acts and ways; nor is it ours
to say unto Him, What doest Thou ~
" As seaml'lters into pieces cut
The cloth they into form would put;
So God cuts down to make us up,
And empties all to fill our cup."
And I think we have in the history of John the Baptist, the saddest
(from a human standpoint) of all the prison experiences in Scripture.
He had been preaching repentance in the wilderness; had claimed to
be nothing more than" the voice of one crying, Prepare ye the way
of the Lord"; was privileged the joy of just seeing Him Whom he
had thus declared; of pointing to Him as " the Lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the wor~d "; and saw his own disciples leave
him on that declaration and follow Jesus, and was content. His
ministry must now cease for the ministry of Him" Whose shoe latchet,"
he declared, he was" not worthy to unloose." For his out poken
denouncement of Herod's sin, Herod cast him into prison, and through
the wicked intrigue and caprice of a sinful woman and her daughter,
he was subsequently beheaded. John had his low time in bonds.
His faith got very feeble when he sent two of his disciples to ask
Jesus, " Art Thou He ~ " after all. But the Author of his faith preserved it alive in his soul, and John Baptist was one of His" blessed"
ones who would not be offended in Him.
We think again of Peter and John, whose ministry, through the
powerful operations of the Holy Ghost, wrought many signs and
wonders, and added multitudes to the Church of God. These dear
servants of the Lord were cast" into the common prison." But it is

--,.. "-

The Gospel Magazine

249

nothing for a heavenly messenger to be sent from heaven's courts at
night, swift to do his Creator's bidding, open the prison doors, and
bring out the apostles and tell them to go and stand and speak again
in the temple "all the words of this life"! And again, Peter
is cast into prison by Herod, who is determined to "vex certain of
the Church," and the Apostle is "delivered to four quaternions of
soldiers to keep him"; and we read that" prayer was made without
ceasing of the Church unto God for him." I doubt not, they prayed
not only for his release, but for the peace of God to garrison his mind
and heart whilst in that prison. That that peace did possess him,
we gather from the fact of the Lord's dear servant sleeping calmly
in such untoward circumstances and surroundings and in spite of being
chained to two soldiers. He is awakened by the heavenly visitant
and bid to arise and bind on his sandals, and cast his garment about
him and follow the angel. The light which shone in the prison, the
dropping off of the iron chains, and the angel's voice stir not up his
keepers, since His God gave them the spirit of slumber. Iron gates
must open of their own accord, and His prisoner go free when He so
orders it. Oh! encourage your hearts in singing :" Praying breath can wonders do,
Bring relief in greatest straits;
Prayer can force a passage through
Iron bars and brazen gates."

,

...

And we think of the beloved Apostle Paul and his large experience
of prison suffering. He, who as Saul had made havoc of the Church,
hailing men and women and casting them into prison, would feel very
tenderly and humbly when as "a new creature in Christ Jesus" he
was there himself to suffer for His Name's sake. "Most gladly," he
said, "will I glory in mine infirmities that the power of Christ may
rest upon me." A beloved friend wrote recently, when referring to
" these present sufferings " in kind sympathy, "The praises sung by
Paul and Silas were heard by the other prisoners from that inner
prison. Their lacerated backs (lould not prevent them from singing
the praises of their God." And it was nothing for their God, Who
has all heaven and earth at His command, to send an earthquake
and set His dear servants free. But Paul's was an experience of
" prisons more frequent," and he prays therefrom, " Be not ashamed
of the testimony of our Lord nor of me His prisoner"; tells how
his "bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace," and of others
waxing bold through seeing his bonds; whilst of some he tells they
" would add affliction to my bonds." But he realizes under the gracious
hand of His God, that he is "an ambassador in bonds" and "for
the Hope of Israel he is bound with this chain," and a prison is to be
the appointed place for a sinner to be brought under the saving grace
of the Gospel, and the runaway servant, Onesimus, to be begotten
in his bonds. We have in that one short letter to Philemon, one of
the sweetest stories of grace, humility, and Gospel love ever told.
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Surely the prison experience of the great Apostle of the Gentiles is
summed up briefly in his own words, "Most gladly therefore will I
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me."
Oh! what cannot grace do, the grace of God which is " exceeding
abundant" when the need is great and pressing. It lifts and bears
the exercised soul above all "this present affiiction." An old writer
says, "In all their affiictions, they were not affiicted," whereby he
intended to show the wondrous support the Lord gives to His affiicted
people. And I think this must have been much the experience of
John, the aged Divine. "I was in the isle that is called Patmos,"
he says. What a gentle expression, no flow of vindictive or impatient
words, no description of this lonely rugged, rocky place, with its
barren soil, and its being the place of exile used by the Romans for
convicts! What surroundings and company, both alike uncongenial
to that holy man of God! But he refers not to it. "I was in the
isle that is called Patmos, for the Word of God, and for the testimony
of Jesus Christ," he says; and there in his banishment by man, he
enjoyed the closest intercourse with his God, even" the revelation of
Jesus Christ." Richest compensation, was it not 1 It is ever so,
and he who persecutes God's saints outwits himself. "e should
never have had the all but inspired Pilgrim's Progress had not John
Bunyan been cast into Bedford Gaol for his religion, nor those sublime
letters of the saintly Rutherford but for his " sea-girt prison" wherein
he and his" Lord held tryst," as he wrote. And think of the noble
army of martyrs and their wondrous testimony to the all-supporting
and enabling grace of their God.
And what do you and I say to "these things," beloved readers 1
True we know nothing (in His unspeakable mercy) of stone walls and
iron bars which make a visible prison. But not a son or daughter
of the Lord God but has his or her spiritual prison experience. "Tied
and bound with the chain of our sins," how we cry in the words of the
collect, " Let the pitifulness of Thy great mercy loose us." Some of
the Lord's dear prisoners walk most of their lifetime in darkness and
have no bright shining. Some have lost the joy of assurance, and are
mourning an absent Lord. Some are bowed with sorrow, trials, and
affiictions, deep calling unto deep, and worst of all that they perceive
Him not. That was something of Jonah's prison experience, was it
not 1 "I am cast out of Thy sight," he mourned. But he did the
best and wisest thing-he did not give up hope in his God. "Yet
will I look again toward Thy holy temple," and that" look," so to
speak, brought him to the joyous acknowledgment, "Salvation is of
the Lord."
Oh, exercised, cast-down child of God, whatever your prison experience just now, whatever affiiction is pressing you, and whatever the
limitations binding you, may you trust in God, and hang with
all your weight upon Divine Omnipotence; hold Him by faith to His
engagements to " see you again," and cause your" heart to rejoice,"
and to fulfil His precious promise, "Blessed are all they that wait
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for Him." Rest meanwhile for your comfort that whatever" prison"
the Lord has been pleased to permit in your experience, you are not
there for yourself, but for Him and to His ultimate glory. "This
people have I formed for Myself; they shall show forth My praise,"
that God in all things may be glorified.
We have exceeded our pages, and cannot therefore enlarge upon
"the day of the vengeance of our God." But He will recompense
all and every enemy of His elect. "He that toucheth you, toucheth
the apple of His eye." And everyone who has persecuted His saints
and touched the Lord's anointed to harm them, will, unless their sins
are washed in His precious blood, know in the great day of account
"the wrath of the Lamb."
See our chapter opens with telling what the Gospel is to do for
the broken-hearted, the captives, the bound ones, the prisoners and
mourners in Zion, and it ends with certain joy-garments of salvation,
the spotless Robe of Righteousness, and the gladness of the Bridegroom
that" decketh himself with ornaments."
However low and cast down you are, dear child of God, you are
not too low for those "Everlasting Arms" which are yet "underneath" you, and sOme day you will have the glad acknowledgment to
make, " I was brought low and He helped me," and later, " He brought
forth His people with joy, and His chosen with gladness." May
David's prayer be your desire, " Bring my soul out of prison, that I
may praise Thy Name." And may a loving, prayerful sympathy ever
be extended to our fellow-sufferers, taking heed unto the apostolic
exhortation, "Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with
them."
An aged aunt (and eldest sister of the late beloved" G. C.") many
years ago narrated to the writer a sweet little story of her maiden
days, when all the family attended the choice ministry of the Rev.
Joseph Irons. On a particular Lord's day, dear Miss Louisa Cowell
was in her accustomed place, but could receive nothing. All was
dead and dark within, and there was no bright shining and no word
of comfort to her heart. "Is it a day as dark as night ~ is my Beloved
out of sight ~ " she kept repeating to herself, and as she described her
state she could see nothing but" hard hills "-" hard hills" as though
written around her. After the service, as was the custom, her father
(and the writer's beloved and gracious grandfather) went into the
vestry, but his daughter remained outside. "Go in, Miss Cowell,"
said one of the deacons. "No, I cannot," she said. But again he
urged her and gently drew her in. Within, not a word! She was
mute, dismayed, disconsolate and cast down, no one but her Lord
reading her heart's longings and desires. In a few moments, her
beloved Pastor turned round and addressing her, Mr. Irons said with
emphasis, "Satan may rage, but he cannot reign." The spell was
broken, comfort was restored, with thankfulness and joy. Into the
omnibus she got, repeating to herself all the while, " Satan may rage,
but he cannot reign."
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Two years after, in calling on a friend, who was at that moment
otherwise engaged, she was asked to step into another room and wait.
A lady within immediately arose, recognized her, and said with fervour,
" I have been wanting to see you for two years." My aunt replied,
"I do not know you, and think you must be mistaken." "No,"
replied the lady; "two years ago I was in the omnibus where you
were, and continually during the journey, you kept repeating to yourself, ' Satan may rage, but he cannot reign.' And often since then,
my fears have been dispelled and comfort returned as that blessed
sentence was forced home to my heart."
The reader can understand how, although it was long years afterwards that my beloved aunt told me this sweet little story, amongst
her many such, she was moved even then to tears at the remembrance
of the goodness of her delivering God. And what He did for her,
He can do for you, dear tied and bound prisoner of the Lord!
i
R.

A WARNING TO ENGLAND.
" ONCE more; Antioch, the city where the Gospel once so flourished
that from thence the whole Christian Church received that name by
which it is still called, is now no more. It has been a heap of ruins
more than 500 years. The light of the Gospel has been long withdrawn; gaiety and festivity are likewise forgot. Slavery, imposture
and barbarism have blotted out the resemblance, and even the remembrance of what it once was. 0 that our yet happy land could from
hence take a timely warning! Our privileges are great; perhaps
greater, all things considered, than any nation has possessed since the
days of Solomon. Our preservation hitherto has been wonderful;
often have we been in extreme danger, but have always found deliverance at hand. Yet let us not be high-minded; our sins and aggravations, it is to be feared, have been, and still are, very great likewise,
and God we see is no more a respecter of places than of persons.
Antioch is ruined; Philadelpliia, which received so honourable a
testimony from the mouth of the Lord Himself (Rev. iii. 7-13), has
been long since destroyed. Let us beware of boasting, let us not
presume too much on what we are, nor say, ' The temple of the Lord,
the temple of the Lord, are these' (Jer. vii. 4). 'We are the bulwark
of the Protestant interest, and none can hurt us.' If the Lord is with
us, it is true; if we walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are
called, we are safe; but if otherwise, we know not how soon God may
visit us with His heavy judgments, war, famine, discord, or pestilence;
till we become a warning to others, as others are now proposed warnings
to us. Our liberties, our properties, our religion, are in God's hands;
may He incline our hearts to true repentance, lest at length these
blessings should be taken from us, and given to a people that will
bring forth more fruit."-John Newton.
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cc GLORIOUS IN HOLINESS."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, ON
TRINITY SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH, 1898.
cc

And one cried unto another and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of
hosts."-IsAIAH vi. 3.

TRIS vision, which we have heard read at length this morning, is
remarkable as regards the prophet Isaiah, inasmuch as while other
prophets were favoured with visions not a few, this is the only vision
recorded in the book of Isaiah as granted to him, great prophet
though he was. We are not to think that the vision was given to
the prophet Isaiah on the occasion of his entering upon the prophetic
office. From the previous chapters we see he had already been called
to that high function of speaking to Israel in the Name of Israel's
God, regarding not merely present, but future things affecting God's
truth and the interests of the Jewish nation. But this vision appears
to have been granted to Isaiah when God willed he should enter upon
a higher plane of testimony. From this time out you will find the
prophecy of Isaiah acquiring a new force. And here we pause just
to remark that God does thus first in grace deal with His people.
It is not that at the outset He teaches them all things, but He gives
them to know the things that are necessary to be known as they enter
upon the new life, and then as His pleasure is, and as His purpose
also is, He opens up the truth to them more fully, and enables them
by the grace of the Holy Spirit to enter still more intelligently into
the things that accompany salvation. The first revelation He makes
them in a way of grace is for salvation, but the after-manifestations
of His grace to His saved people would seem to aim at qualifying
them to serve the Lord. That is an important distinction. May the
IJord grant us to apprehend it for ourselves. Thus, then, He granted
this miraculous favour to His already grace-called prophetic servant
Isaiah. A very wonderful vision this, a vision concerning the Temple
and Temple worship-as I understand the vision, things affecting
Temple wOIship now, thr worship of God now. Of course the vision
may have had as its ground work the literal House at Jerusalem, but
the spiritual meaning that couches beneath that literal city and the
House-this concerns the spiritual Temple, the living family and
household of faith, the people of God and their spiritual worship of
Him Who is a Spirit. "God is a Spirit "-Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost-CC God is a Spirit," and those who worship Him must needs
worship Him in spirit according to His Nature, and according to the
new nature which they have had conferred upon them. They must,
therefore, worship Him in spirit, which means more than spiritually;
they must worship Him with their spirit in the power of the Holy
Ghost. They must worship Him with their praises and their prayers,
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their thanksgivings and their confessions of sin; all these things must
spring of the Spirit and become the fruit of the spiritual man in the
believer.
From this vision that was given to Isaiah, I think we may gather
the keyword, or keynote, or if you will, the keythought, which will
help greatly to the true understanding of the whole prophetic book.
What would you say was the predominant feature of this vision of
Isaiah ~ I should answer for myself, the holiness of God. That was
the predominant feature of the vision that was given to Isaiah in the
Holy of Holies. It was as though for a moment the guardian mystic
veil was drawn aside and the prophet was allowed to see inside. And
there enthroned he beheld Deity. He beheld the worship, true, acceptable worship, there offered the Deity by, as I suggest, a grace-saved
people. This vision was thus beautifully impressed on the mind of
the prophet, and as he considered the work that lay before him in
addressing an unbelieving and unregenerate nation, his heart sank
within him, and he said, "This God Whom I behold is infinitely
glorious, infinitely holy. I am a sinful, a direfully sinful man. And
I am to speak to this people in the Name of this altogether holy God.
As I behold the perfect worship that He accepts within the veil, what
can my worship or service be outside ~" And it was because God
thus humbled His poor servant that he was qualified to speak in
God's Name, for it is when we are humble enough, and poor enough,
and needy enough, that the Lord uses us in His service, because if
we go to work in any self-sufficiency, with any idea that we are sufficient for these things in ourselves, then we are thereby disqualified
to speak in the Lord's Name, for He would have those who speak
of Him and for Him a humble-hearted, a poor and a needy and a
separated people. Dear friends, holiness is the essential property of
the eternal and true Godhead, and this is everywhere to be seen between
the covers of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Holiness, therefore, becometh His House for ever. And if He thus be-and He isin Himself the thrice Holy One, then they that are round about Him
must needs be a spotless, a pure, a holy people. Forthwith there
arises the question, What flesh, then, can be saved ~ And who are
the people thus qualified-a holy people-to draw near in the courts,
the holy courts, to draw near to the all-holy God ~ This, dear friends,
opens up the further question, Has not God in the Gospel of His
grace, provided for this condition of things ~ Is it not 'll""ritten of
Him that He has spoken concerning a people, " This people have I
formed for Myself; they shall show forth My praise "~ God, dear
friends, will ever have a people to worship Him, a people round about
Him, symbolized by these seraphims of whom we have been hearing
this morning. Above the throne "stood the seraphims: each one
had six wings; with twain he covered his face," as an expression of
his felt unworthiness to look upon God; "and with twain he covered
his feet," or, the lower part of his body as the word signifies, and there
again confessing the character of his ways, of his goings, how imper-
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fect he felt them to be, and by this means he, the figurehead, confessed
his sense of unworthiness. And then yet, as you notice, he has two
wings, two willing wings, yet left him-" and with twain he did fly."
Waiting to hear what God the Lord would speak, waiting to do His
"pleasure as appointed. And in this particular instance, how interesting it is to see one of these beauteous creatures employed in God's
service. Here is the prophet, a man confessing himself, man of God
though he was, " a man of unclean lips." That is, morally speaking,
a leprous man, of unclean lips, and who felt himself to be increasingly
unclean as he looked upon the holiness of God. Now when this man
confessed his sin before God, God employed a human agency, not
angelic-no angel can minister the Gospel to a man of God, it needs
a grace-saved sinner to do that. And so you find this grace-saved
messenger, whoever he was, taking a live coal with the tongs from off
the altar of sacrifice, according to the will of God. And then God
saw to it that it should be effective, for when it touched the lips of
Isaiah the prophet, who had confessed himself to be leprous, a leprous
sinner, then he was cleansed and fitted for his office. Now this must
be a present (or time state) condition of things. It implies that there
are sinners in the earth-that means now. It also means that these
sinners in the earth are grace-saved sinners-that means now. And
the applying of the blood of Christ, the efficacy of His atoning sacrifice,
to the conscience-that must mean now. So that I do not think
these were angelic beings, I think they refer to God-appointed agencies
now, and they exactly meet our condition, do they not ~ This is what
is going on, and has been going on for ages and ages. God has been
sending out of His innermost courts the power needed to qualify a
Gospel ministry, and the Gospel has been preached to the poor, and
they have found it soul-saving, soul-restoring, soul-edifying, and soulcomforting.
" And one cried unto the other and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the
Lord of hosts." This is the burden of the Gospel. The Gospel unfolds
how a holy God can yet be a sin-forgiving God; and how this holy
God can be approached with a holy confidence by poor sinners, weary
and heavy laden. The Gospel is the secret explanation-for it is only
revealed to Spirit-quickened sinners-the secret explanation of the
character of God Whose property is holiness, inherent holiness, not
acquired. In the case of sinners saved by grace all their holiness is
an acquired holiness, a conferred holiness, not an imputed holiness;
we will not confound holiness and righteousness. The righteousness
which is imputed is the merit of Christ's obedience put down to our
account, but the holiness of the sinner who is justified by the righteousness of Christ is a conferred nature, a new nature new-given and in
itself Divine-this must mean a holy nature. That nature, therefore,
I repeat, is a conferred nature, whereas holiness in God's character,
holiness in God's own nature, is inherent; it is that property which
is peculiar to Deity. And here let us in passing observe that this is
the only attribute-you will correct me if I am wrong-this is the
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only attribute proper to Deity mentioned thrice in succession in the
Holy Scriptures. "God is love"-that is most true, just as God is
holy; but it is not so written, "Love, love, love, art Thou, 0 Lord
of hosts." And this gives great emphasis to the leading merit of this
property of Deity that it is thrice uttered in succession by the seraphims
as though it had not been enough to say, " Holy art Thou, 0 Lord of
hosts." Or twice, duplicating that holiness, " Holy, holy, art Thou,
o Lord of hosts." There is a significance in this repetition thrice of
the property of holiness with reference to God, for when we search
other Scriptures we find that holiness is ascribed to each Person
separately. Thus, as you will remember, in the Gospel of John, the
seventeenth chapter, the Lord Jesus Christ, addressing His Father,
so addresses Him, " And now," He says, " I am no more in the world,
but these are in the world, and I come to Thee. Holy Father "-there
the Lord Jesus ascribes in particular the prerogative of holiness to His
Father-" Holy Father." Now, in the sixteenth Psalm which is
proper to the Son of God, we read, "Thou wilt not leave My soul
in hell; neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One "-this is Messiah,
this is Christ, Who was crucified, Who died, Who was buried, Who
in the grave saw no corruption. This is not the Father, nor is this
the Holy Ghost, so that the" Holy One" is a title which is peculiar
to the Lord Jesus. Holy Father, Holy Son, and in the fourteenth
chapter of John's Gospel, the twenty-sixth verse, you have the declaration of the holiness of the blessed Spirit: "But the Comforter, which
is the Holy Ghost, Whom the Father will send in My Name "-the
Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, co-equally holy, because Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit are one God. Oh, I love that Athanasian Creed
which we have had the privilege of reading for the last two Lord's days,
becauses it so equalizes the Holy Ghost with the Father, and with
the Son. I singularly enjoyed reading those words, " the Holy GhostGod," "the Holy Ghost-Lord," "the Holy Ghost-Almighty." It
so honours Him Whom the world so despises, the Holy Spirit, equalizing
His attributes with those of the Father and the Son. The Holy
Scriptures continually speak otHim as" Holy," "the Holy Spirit."
Sometimes, however, the designation refers to the Triune God and
not merely to one Person in the Deity. Again, in Holy Scripture
many times Jehovah is spoken of as, "The Holy One of Israel "" The Holy One of Israel." Moses, in the fifteenth chapter of Exodus
and the eleventh verse, in that wondrous song which he composed, a
song of inspiration, says, " Who is like unto Thee, 0 Jehovah, among
the gods ~" or, "mighty ones"; "who is like Thee; glorious in
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders ~ "--glorious in holiness.
And so this book of the prophet Isaiah singularly exalts the holiness
of Israel's God, and shows Him to be glorious in His holiness. Now
if God be this, how evident ·the truth becomes, "Without holiness
no man shall see God." God will not be looked upon with unholy
eyes. God will not be served by unholy hands. God will have a
holy people. That is why they are called" saints." Our English
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word" saint" signifies simply" a holy one," and God is pleased in
His Word to call Himself" the King of saints," or, "the King of the
holy ones," all who are regenerated by the Holy Ghost. "That which
is born of the Spirit is spirit," is separated from evil, is consecrated
to God. The new nature is wholly of God and for God, and it is in
that holy nature that the Holy Ghost dwells. That is His temple.
" Holiness becometh Thine house, 0 God, for ever." Now in order
to this people being an holy people, God-the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit-God has provided an atonement to deal with the iniquity
and the sin of this His people. And the atonement of the Lord Jesus
Christ has adequately met all the sinful demerit of God's people. All
their sins, iniquities, and transgressions, have been judged once and
for ever at the cross of Christ. He removed the mountain load of
transgression that otherwise had lain for ever upon the Church of
God. "The Lord hath made to meet on Him," said Isaiah addressing
his fellow-believers, "the iniquity of us all," so that there is an end
made of sin. What a wondrous expression which means the end of
the guilt of sin so that it never condemns God's people. "There is
therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus,"
and therefore interested in the Atonement, interested in the meritorious cross and passion of their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, interested
as proprietors in His everlasting righteousness. "Blessed are the
people that are in such a case; yea, happy are the people who have
this Lord Jesus for their God." The atonement of Christ, I repeat,
fully meets the sinful condition of God's people, hence it is that in
the tenth of Hebrews we find these words written: "Their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more. Now where remission of these
is, there is no more offering for sin. Having therefore, brethren,
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus "-here is
where God's people obtain their standing. Here is the answer to the
question, "How should man be just with God ~" or, How shall
sinners draw nigh to a God so holy, thrice holy ~ The answer is,
the Atonement meets the condition of things, and it blots out the
iniquities and sins of such sinners, not only from the book of judgment, but from the judicial remembrance of the great Judge Himself.
"Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more." "Having therefore," on that account, "brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He has consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; and having
an High Priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a true
heart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled "-that
is where the blood speaks, speaks peace; and that is where the blood
ministers liberty and joy and boldness in the conscience. Now it is
because the process and ceremonies of the law could not touch the
conscience that there was that continual remembrance of sin made
every year. There was an annual Day of Atonement, because it meant
typically the sins of the past year had been blotted out of the conscience-the sins of that year. And so year by year there was a
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remembrance of sin made again. What a testimony to the futility
of mere rites and forms even when enforced by God Himself. God
intended all these types and ceremonies to point forward as so many
finger-posts to the City of Salvation, pointing from the City of Destruction and pointing to the City of Salvation. "Let us draw near with
a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience." The precious blood of Christ answers all
doubts, questionings and fears in the hearts of those whom the Holy
Spirit graciously convinces of sin, and quickens to a knowledge of
their need of holiness, so that the sinner thus brought nigh, righteously
and experimentally, rejoices in this attribute Divine. Otherwise the
holiness of God is repellent to a sinner. The holiness of God, being
such holiness, causes the sinner as such to dread to approach so holy
a God. How can I draw near? To draw near would be my condemnation. To draw near to such light would be to be searched
through and through and brought in guilty before God. I cannot.
I dare not. But when a sinner is reconciled in his conscience unto
God, when the sinner, taught of the Holy Spirit, beholds in the finished
work of Christ's redemption an accepted Sacrifice, then he has a holy
boldness of access, and draws near to God knowing that all this Divine
character is engaged on his behalf. It is not against him, but for
him. And if God be for us, if this thrice holy God be for us, who
can be against us? What can the law do to hurt us? What can
the curse of the law do to injure us? What can the world that hateth
us do unto us? What, our doubts and fears? Can they slay us?
Can they touch us to injure us? Your life is hid with Christ in God.
There is the security of a grace-saved people, a people who are brought
nigh to God and who can consequently delight in His holy character.
And lastly, moreover, wherever there is this drawing nigh unto
God in communion, and this loving of God's holy character as He is
the thrice holy God, there will be the evidence, the increasing desire
to be like God, to become like God. And this is God's purpose in
grace to have a people not merely reflecting His image, but possessing
His image. The mirror reflec.ts the image that is presented to its
surface, but after all, it is but a reflection. Not so in the case of the
living children of God; they are not holy as a reflection of God's
holiness, but they are now inherently like God. They are so united
to God that His life permeates them. It is He Who lives in them,
the all-holy God Who inhabits them. These things being so, we are
warned, dear children of God, to walk in this world as separated from
this world, as consecrated to God, as possessing somewhat the Divine
likeness, the Divine image, the Divine character, which is holy, holy,
holy. Is this our experience?
"THERE is perpetual danger of falling.
0 degree of progress we
may have already made, no amount of privileges which we may have
enjoyed, can justify the want of caution."-Dr. Charles Badge.
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SERMONETTE.
" MUST."
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

THE occurrences of the word" must" in the New Testament are very
instructive and demand our close attention. Let us consider a few
of these. First as they relate to the Lord Jesus Christ, and then as
used in relation to ourselves.
1. When Jesus was twelve years of age, He went up with His
parents to Jerusalem, to the Feast of the Passover, and when they
were returning to Nazareth they missed Him, and went back again
to Jerusalem, seeking Him. There," they found Him, in the Temple,
sitting in the midst of the doctors" (i.e., the Rabbis-the teachers),
both" hearing them and asking them questions." On His mother's
remonstrance, He said, " How is it that ye sought Me 1 Wist ye not
(Did ye not know) that I must be about My Father's business 1 "
(Luke ii. 49). Again, after He had entered upon His public ministry,
we find Him saying, "I must work the works of Him that sent Me,
while it is day" (John ix. 4). These words of His show us that the
Lord Jesus came into the world for a definite purpose. He was, as
Isaiah predicted, Jehovah's Servant (Isa. xlii. 1, etc.), and in Him
was fulfilled the declaration, " The pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper
in His hand."
Again, we find Him saying, " Other sheep I have, which are not of
this fold: them also I must bring" (John x. 16), which shows us that
He was the Responsible One, Who engaged in the everlasting Covenant
to bring to grace and glory all those given to Him by the Father
(John xvii. 2).
To do this it was necessary that He should die the death of the
cross, as He said, John iii. 14, " As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life."
2. In relation to ourselves the word" must" (which implies necessity) is very important. The Lord said to Nicodemus, " Ye must be
born again." This teaches us that the being born again, or born
"f1'om above," is absolutely necessary for the Christian life; and the
context of the words cited shows that this is the work of the Holy
Spirit in His sovereignty and grace. Wherever there is true faith in
Christ, there the new birth has taken place, and the former is the
result of the latter.
Further, the Apostle Peter (Acts iv. 12) tells us that there is but
one Saviour of men, and if we would be saved it is in that One alone
that salvation is to be found: "Neither is there salvation in any
other; for there is none other name under heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved."
Once more, for believers there is another very solemn "must."
" We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ." Not,
praised be His Name, for condemnation, for" There is no condemna-
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tion to them that are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii. 1), but that our
works and service may be judged, and we may be either rewarded,
or "suffer loss," as dependent upon their withstanding or otherwise
the fire of His judgment (2 Cor. v. 9-11, and see 1 Cor. iii.3-15).
Reader, ponder these "musts," and may the Holy Spirit cause
His Word to sink into your heart.

"ALL MY MOUNTAINS A WAY."
ISAIAH xlix. 11.
MOUNTAIN scenery is very impressive. The majesty all round, whether
viewed from deep valleys or high ranges, whether from snow-white
peaks or solemn dark heights or brown rugged eminences, flushed
in the evening glow with sunset splendour, or glittering with midday
sunshine, or stern in stormy sky with black clouds for backgroundall are wonderfully impressive.
He that formed the mountains is the Lord of all the earth, yet
He stoops to your outpourings of prayer and mine. We may bring
our smallest desires to Him, and tell Him all about them; things
that the world would scorn to notice. "It matters to H1'm about
you," dear reader. You are His care, for "your life is hid with
Christ," and therefore precious, most precious, to Him.
We read often of mountains in the Word of God, and the most
loved of all are Calvary and the Mount of Olives. Calvary, which
is not exactly a mountain, but a hill, on which He bore the sins of
His people in fulfilment of His Covenanted love; and the Mount of
Olives from which He ascended to His Father and our Father, and
to which He will come again to raise the sleepers in Him from their
graves, and take up them and the living saints to glory.
I recently heard a very sweet sermon on "I will make all My
mountains a way" (Isa. xlix. 11). It impressed me very deeply. It
rejoices me to read in the earlier part of the chapter, "I will v.lso
give thee for a light to the Gentiles." So we may participate in the
blessings of the chosen Israel, the beloved of the Lord. After His
assurance of an acceptable time and a day of salvation, He says
(verse 9), "They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be
in all high places. They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall
the heat nor sun smite them: for He that hath mercy on them shall
lead them, even by the springs of water shall He guide them. And
I will make all My mountains a way." Mountains of sorrow, mountains of difficulty, perplexing circumstances, appa1'ent hindrances,
apparent blocks in the path-all these mountains are His mountains,
and thus He "makes a way" for His redeemed to walk safely on
the Zionward path; on, on to glory with Him. Seeming obstaclesmountains-are His mountains. He does not remove them, but
actually makes them the path, His path. Have we not noticed in
our own experience how the things we feared most have resulted in
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good things more than we ever dreamt of, for they were His appointment, His sending to make straight His way, and eventually we join
in the song (verse 13), "Sing, 0 heavens; and be joyful, 0 earth;
and break forth into singing, 0 mountains: for the Lord hath comforted His people"; not crushed, but comforted.
And what a beautiful symbol of Himself in Psalm cxxv. 2: "As
the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about
His people hom henceforth even for ever." So when mountains
surround you, dear reader, just think of Him Who is all round you,
protecting on all sides. And yet another sweet thought in Isaiah
!iv. 10: "For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed;
but (oh, those beautiful" buts ") My kindness shall not depart from
thee, neither shall the Covenant of My peace be removed, saith the
Lord that hath mercy on" thee."
•
Another mountain study is found in Isaiah lii. 7: "How beautiful
upon the mountains are the feet of Him that bringeth good tidings,
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that
publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth." Yes,
to see hastening feet on the height in the distance, and know that
nearer and nearer is the approach of His comforts, and however high
the mountains closing in all round, yet, " Thy God reigneth" soars
above all and sounds a joy note over all. Oh, child of God, think
of it, think of it, when your eyes rest upon mountains, think of all
the symbols in Scripture, think of the assurances, think of the strength,
the security, the surroundings, and the mountains themselves will
whisper to you of the embrace of God. They are visible emblems
of Himself, " My mountains." Sometimes they are shrouded in mist;
we cannot see them, and we call to mind:"God moves in a mysterious way I
His wonders to perform."
Sometimes they are so clear, and then our hearts glow with praise.
On one of my visits to Switzerland, I went to the top of one of the
mountains for the view. Alas! all was veiled in mist, but those who
knew the country begged me not to hasten back out of the fog, but
to wait for the glorious unveiling. It was worth while. So I waited,
and after an hour or so, as the mist gradually lifted, what a display!
One peak after another emerging out of the mist into the sunshine,
until at length the whole range of mountains was revealed shining in
radiant beauty. And so, dear reader, "wait patiently for Him."
He reveals thy mounts of joy coming forth into view, and thou shalt
not only be satisfied, but more than satisfied, as thou readest the
meanings, out of darkness into the light.
There is just one more thought I should like to mention. It is in
Canticles ii. 8: "The voice of my Beloved! behold, He cometh
leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills." Just think of
it. HE hastens to thee, leaping. Where ~ Upon the mountains.
They loom darkly round thee, shadowing thy pathway. They shut
IS
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thee in the valley. They close thee in on all sides. Thou canst not
go forward to this side or that side, but they speak of the" round about,"
the embrace, the fencing in, and thus speak of His care and provision.
Remember His explanation and His promise, "I will make all My
mountains a way," and your glad response will be, "Break forth
into singing, 0 mountains; for the Lord hath comforted His people."
Look up, dear reader, the uphill road leads to a way He has prepared. Christ loved the mountains when He had any specially private
communications with His disciples. He went to the Mount of Olives,
we read, in Matthew xxiv. 3, "As He sat upon the Mount of Olives,
the disciples came unto Him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall
these things be? and what shall be the sign of Thy coming?" In
Luke xxi. 37, "At night He went out, and abode in the mount that
is called the Mount of Olives." Then in Matthew xvii. 1, "Jesus
taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up
into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured before them."
His ascension into heaven was from the Mount of Olives, and He
will come again to the Mount of Olives.
And He will commune with us on the mountains. Look up, dear
pilgrim, Zionwards, beyond the difficulties that seem to blur the
vision and bar the way, for He says, " I will make all My mountains
a way." And as you gaze with longing eyes, behold He cometh
leaping in the gladness of His heart, skipping on the hills for very
joy, to commune with His own. "Come with Me," He says, "from
Lebanon, look from the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and
Hermon."
Ah! when we shall walk with Him on the mountain tops:"Looking o'er life's finished story,
Then shall we fully know,
Not till then, how much we owe."
We shall see all the sweetness of " all My mountains a way"; a way
to Him and with Him, and know it was the right way, and rejoice.
NETTlE.

DAY OF REST!
7,678 DOCTORS' TESTIMONY.
STRIKING evidence of the physical value of a weekly rest-day has just
been afforded by the publication of a medical declaration signed
during the early part of this year, by 7,678 Englioh doctors. The
declaration, which has been secured by the Lord's Day Observance
Society, is in the following terms :" As medical men we are of opinion that one day rest in seven
from work is essential to man's health and physical wellbeing."
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EMPTY HANDS.
"WE brought nothing into this world." I thought one day about
that fact, and the very sweet accompanying truth that in all our
helplessness and profitlessness and need, we had received a welcome
that can never be repeated, Love had waited and love embraced us.
"It is certain," the apostle says, "that we can carry nothing out."
Our departure but emphasizes our destitution: for then our hands,
though grown, can grasp nothing, our ears are closed, our voice is still.
But at the other side what a welcome the children of the living God
will have. What a relief and comfort to them now it is to know,
that they will need and will have nothing in their hand when they
enter upon their heavenly Home, and come to their eternal inheritance.
I shared a congregational loss a week or two ago. The Lord finished
His purposes on earth in regard to one of His dear children and took
him home. We were all very sorry for our own impoverishing (though
in a way how can they be impoverished who have God for their God ?).
But we grieved. We are deprived of his prayers and love, his godly
sincerity and simplicity, his unwavering and unflinching steadfastness
in the truth that God's salvation is, first and last, of Himself. "He
left his testimony"-so his beloved minister wrote, to her who had
been all to the departed, and who waits in grief and love till her call
comes to join him, "he left his testimony that the Lord was his
foundation, the foundation of all his hopes. His was no uncertain,
hazy hope, but one that entered within the veil, Jesus and Jesus only."
It reminds one of Samson. He had nothing in his hand when he laid
hold on the lion and tore it asunder. But the Spirit of God had come
" mightily upon him." So the saint of the Most High, in all the
weakness of his departing moments, strong in faith, and with nothing
in his hand-flings death at his feet, a conquered foe. One sweet thing
~is, " 0 My people, I will bring you up out of your graves." "I will
say to the north, give up, and to the south, keep not back." Greenland
and Tasmania will hear His voice and rejoice to obey Him, and to be
amongst the living in Jerusalem. When the Lord spoke to Martha
about the resurrection, it seems a!? if she was conscious that there were
depths in His words that were beyond her. But she believed that He
was the Christ, and she knew that all power was His. We are in
depths oft with our. mistakes and uncertainties. I suppose that it is
a sort of death when we look on the right hand and on the left in vain,
and are afraid by reason of the darkness and confusion and our own
insufficiency. But we have been to tell Him the worst we know and
He is on His way to help, and to unfold further and further what it
is to have Him as our resurrection and our life. If we know that in
all our need, whether for forgiveness and the salvation of our lost souls,
or for help for the day, our only hope is in Him-I think that we share
Martha's precious knowledge that Jesus is Christ, God's Anointed and
our Saviour. May the Blessed Spirit come upon us more and more
mightily. Then we shall see the life of our hopes, and the death of
our sin and our fears.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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A WORD IN SEASON.
(From" Forty-one Letters on Religious Subjects.")
By THE LATE REV. JOHN NEWTON,
RECTOR OF ST. MARY WOOLNOTH, LONDON, 1779-1807.

(Mr. Newton's" Word in Season" might well have been written for
the year 1931.-EDITOR.)
DEAR SIR,
In this dark and declining day, when iniquity abounds, the awful
tokens of God's displeasure are mUltiplying around us, and too many
professors, not duly sensible of the real cause of all the evils we either
feel or have reason to fear, are disputing, instead of praying; may
the Lord bestow upon you and me, and upon all who fear His Name,
a spirit suited to the times; that the words of David, " I beheld the
transgressors, and was grieved," may express the very sensation and
frame of our hearts! Permit me to keep this expression in my view
while I write, though it may perhaps give my letter something of the
air of a sermon.
The Hebrew word answering to "I was grieved," signifies such a
kind of grief as is mixed with dislike; such a grief as a believer must
feel when he has a sense of his own corruptions. It is frequently
rendered, as in Ezekiel xx. 43, to loathe; "You shall loathe yourselves in your own sight." We are not required strictly to hate
ourselves, but the evil that is in us. So, when we look at transgressors,
we are not to hate, but to pity them, mourn over them, and pray for
them; nor have we any right to boast over them, for by nature and
of ourselves we are NO BETTER than they. But their sinfulness should
cause a dislike, an holy indignation; as it is recorded of our Lord,
Who, though full of compassion and tenderness so that He wept over
His enemies and prayed for His actual murderers, yet looked upon
transgressors with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts.
A feeling of this kind seems essential to that new nature which
characterizes the children of God; and where it is not in habitual
exercise, it is a sufficient evidence that the soul, if truly alive to God
at all, is at least in a lean and distempered state. Who can avoid
being grieved and hurt by that which is in direct opposition to wha.t
he most loves? Believers love holiness; and, unless when stupefied
by the arts of Satan, can hardly bear themselves for what they find
contrary to it within their own breasts; and must, therefore, of
course, be grieved with the sins of others. Like righteous Lot, and
from his principles, they are "vexed with the conversation of the
wicked." Can they who reverence the Name of God be easy and
unconcerned when they hear it blasphemed? No; their ears are
wounded, and their hearts are pained. Can they who are followers
of peace and purity behold unmoved the riots, licentiousness, and
daring wickedness of those who have cast off both shame and fear?
Can they, who have bowels of mercy and compassion, be unaffected
when they see the iron hand of oppression grinding the faces of the
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poor? Or can any who love the songs of Zion, help being shocked
with the songs of drunkards? I trust there are many who, upon
these accounts, are daily crying, " My soul is among Lions!" "Woe
is me, that I dwell in Mesech!" "0 gather not my soul with
sinners!" The thought of being shut up for ever with the ungodly
would be terrible as hell to a gracious soul, though there were no
devouring fire, no keen sense of the wrath of God to be feared.
They are grieved likewise upon their Lord's account; for they
have obtained a spark of zeal for His honour and glory. With Elijah
they are "very jealous for the Lord of Hosts." They feel their
obligations to Him, and know He well deserves to reign in every heart.
But when, on the contrary, they see almost everyone in a conspiracy
against Him, despising Him to His face, trampling upon His laws,
rejecting His authority, and abusing His patience, their eyes affect
their hearts. What man of sensibility could brook to see everyone
about him contriving how to affront and injure the person whom he
most loved? Now the Lord is the believer's best friend, the beloved
of his soul; and therefore he is grieved and troubled when he " beholds
the transgressors."
This emotion is likewise heightened by compassion to souls. Grace
gives some view of the evil of sin, the dreadfulness of the wrath of
God, and the vast importance of that word, eternity. Thus instructed
in the sanctuary of God, they would be stocks and stones, were they
capable of beholding sinners rushing upon destruction without being
grieved for them. But they cannot bear it. They cannot but give
and repeat a faithful warning, though they have little reason to expect
any better return than scorn and ill treatment. for what the world
accounts an impertinent officiousness.
But who, then, are believers? Who are thus on " the Lord's side? "
If these sentiments are common and radical to all who are born of
God, can we make no abatement; or must we unchristian perhaps
the greater part of professors at this time? For it is too evident
that many who bear the name of Gospel professors, discover but
little of this concern. In general, I think this subject affords no
improper test for the trial of our spirits. The effects of grace in
similar circumstances are uniform; but if any who think themselves
possessors of it, feel no grief for the aboundings of sin and the obstinacy
of sinners, they differ from the saints recorded both in the Old and
New Testament; and it will be their wisdom to examine and take
heed lest they be deceived. It is easy to call Christ, Lord, Lord;
but a criminal lukewarmness of spirit, where His cause, honour, and
Gospel are in question, will one day meet with an awful rebuke, and
be treated, in those who make mention of His Name, as high treason
against His person and government.
But if we allow that, through the contagion of the times and the
power of Satan, it is possible for true Christians to sink into this
indifference, and for the wise as well as the foolish virgins to sleep,
when they should be watching unto prayer; even these have much
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to fear: lest they should largely participate in the sufferings which
the provocations they connive at have a direct tendency to bring
upon a sinful people. When national sins draw down national judgments, the Lord has given us a hope that He will fix a mark of protection upon them who sigh and mourn in secret before Him, for the
evils which they are unable to prevent. To these He wlll be a
sanctuary; He will either preserve them unhurt in the midst of
surrounding calamities, or He will support them with consolations
superior to all their troubles, when the hearts of others are shaken
like leaves in a storm. But none have reason to expect to be thus
privileged who have not a heart given them to lament their own sins,
and the sins of those among whom they live.
Surely the Lord has a controversy with this land; and there hardly
can a period be assigned in the annals of ages when it was more
expedient or seasonable for those who fear Him, to stir up each other
to humiliation and prayer than at present. What is commonly
called our national debt is swelled to an enormous greatness. It may
be quickly expressed in figures; but a person must be something
versed in calculation to form a tolerable idea. of accumulated millions.
But what arithmetic is sufficient to compute the immensity of our
national debt in a spiritual sense ~ Or, in other words, the amount
of our national sins ~ The spirit of infidelity which IOr a time distinguished comparatively a few and like a river was restrained within
narrow bounds, has of late years broken down its banks and deluged
the land. The wide-spreading evil has in innumerable instances, as
might be expected, emboldened the natural heart against the fear of
God, hardened it to an insensibility of moral obligation and strengthened its prejudices against the Gospel. The consequence has been
that profligate wickedness is become almost as universal as the air we
breathe, and is practised with little more reserve or secrecy than the
transactions of common business, except in such instances as would
subject the offender to the penalty of human laws. Oh, tbe unspeakable patience of God! The multiplied instances of impiety, blasphemy, cruelty, adultery, villainy, and abominations, not to be thought
of without horror, under which this land groans, are only known to
Him Who knoweth all things. There are few sins which imply greater
contempt of God, or a more obdurate state of mind in the offender,
than perjury; yet the guilt of it is so little regarded, and temptations
to it so very frequent, that perhaps I do not go too far in supposing
there are more deliberate acts of perjury committed amongst us than
among all the rest of mankind taken together. Though some of the
Roman poets and historians have given very dark pictures of the
times they lived in, their worst descriptions of this kind would hardly
be found exaggerated if applied to our own. But what are the sins
of heathens if compared with the like evils perpetrated in a land
bearing the name of Christian, favoured with the Word of God, the
light of the Gospel, and enjoying the blessings of civil and religious
liberty and peace, in a higher degree, and for a longer continuance,
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than was afforded to any people of whose history we have heard 1
The state of the Churches of Christ at this time affords, likewise,
ample cause for humiliation and grief. The formality, conformity to
the world, the want of love, the intemperate and unprofitable contentions which prevail among us, show how faintly the power of the
Gospel is felt, even by many who profess to have embraced it. The
true and undefiled doctrine of Jesus is not only opposed by its declared
enemies, but wounded and dishonoured in the house of its friends.
And though the sins of those who avow subjection to the institutions
of Christ, may not have so gross a stamp of profligacy and immorality,
as of those who set Him openly at defiance; yet they have, in some
respects, an aggravation of which the others are not capable, as
being committed against clearer light and peculiar acknowledged
obligations. From the consideration of both taken together, who that
has a spark of seriousness and attention and that has learned from
Scripture and history the sure connection between sin and trouble,
can forbear trembling at that alarming question, so often proposed
to the consciences of ungrateful Israel of old, " Shall not I visit for
these things 1 saith the Lord; and shall not My soul be avenged on
such a nation as this 1 " especially when we see the dispensations of
God's providence so awfully corresponding with the threatenings in
His Word.
How much is it to be desired, then, that all who truly fear the
Lord, instead of wasting their time in useless squabbles, may unite
in earnest prayer; and, with deep compunction of heart, bemoan
those evils, which, unless repented of and forsaken, may bring upon
us as a people such distress as neither we nor our fathers have known!
If He is pleased thus to give us a heart to seek Him, He will yet be
found of us; but if, when His hand is lifted up, we cannot, or will
not, see nor regard the signs of the times, there is great reason to fear
that our case is deplorable indeed.
A few, however, there will be who will lay these things suitably to
heart; and whom the Lord will favour and" spare, as a man spareth
his only son that serveth him." That you and I may be of this happy
number, is the sincere prayer of; etc.

THE MORAL POWER OF THE BIBLE.
(FROM AN ADDRESS BY A. RENDLE SHORT, M.D., B.sc., F.R.C.S.,
GIVEN IN LONDON ON APRIL 9TH, 1930.)
Now another reason why I believe the Bible to be the Word of God,
and quite a different one, is because of the moral power of the Book.
There is no manner of doubt that no Book has ever been written like
this one, that has the same power of causing the wicked man to forsake
his way. It works out in the lives of individuals and in the lives of
communities. Perhaps some of you may recollect the old story, that
a hundred or so years ago, in the days when the British Navy was all
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under sail, instead of under steam, when discipline was very harsh,
and the sailors were very rough, there was a certain British man-of-war
afloat in the Pacific Ocean named The Bounty, and that one day the
sailors rose in mutiny. They murdered their officers, and then they
looked for some place to run their ship ashore .. They knew quite well
that if they brought her back to England they would be tried and
hanged, and so they resolved never to come back to England, but to
spend the rest of their lives on some Pacific island, and they ran on to
an island called Pitcairn, and there they landed, and a very unfortunate
thing it was for the native inhabitants of the island when these rough,
cruel, wicked men came ashore. There was robbery and bloodshed
and murder and lust and every other kind of wickedness, until there
was only one man left of those cruel, wicked mutineers. Then a
remarkable thing happened. That man found in a box from off the
ship a Book, and he read the Book, and

;:.

THE BOOK CHANGED HIS LIFE,

and the Book made him as pious and clean-living and God-fearing as
he and his companions had previously been the reverse, and it not only
changed the man, but it changed the people on the island, so much so
that the island became full of a quiet, well-behaved, respectable, lawabiding people. And a friend of mine who visited it recently said it
was delightful to hear the islanders, as they pushed off from the boat
to the shore, singing in the evening as the sun was setting, "In the
sweet by-and-by, we shall meet on that heavenly shore." What
brought about the change? The finding of a Book. And I scarcely
need to tell you that there is only one Book in the world that could
have brought about that change. Wherever you go, if you compare
people that have got the Book with people that have not, you will find
a difference. Compare North America, who have got the Book, with
Central and South America, who have not got the Book. Think of
North Ireland, who have got the Book, with South Ireland, who have
not got the Book. Think of those parts of Switzerland who have got
the Book with those parts of Switzerland who have not got the Book.
Where people have got the Book, it makes for a purity of family life,
and honest dealings, and all the rest of it, that are not to be found in
communities that do not possess it. But we do not need to go further
than our own experience to find that this is true. You take this Book
into the worst haunt of London, and commence reading it, and you will
very soon find that you and your Book are not wanted.
IT REBUKES THE

SIN

OF MEN.

It is the greatest moral power that was ever introduced into the world;
therefore, it is not a human device, but the Word of God.

': HE that fears to flinch, shall never flinch from fear."-Hilde1"sham.
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IVoung jfolks' ]page.
A RUNAWAY SLAVE.

ONE Sunday afternoon as I was drawing near to our Village School
I came face to face with a farmer, who said to me, " I have just been
asking those lads how many chapters there are in the book of Obadiah."
The boys to whom he referred were waiting near the school for the
door to be opened, and I do not know how they answered the question.
The farmer is not at all a godly man, though he tells me he knows
all there is in the Bible, but he had learned when a boy that the book
of Obadiah consists of a single chapter. It is the only book in the
Old Testament containing only one chapter. In the New Testament
there are four: the Epistle to Philemon, which tells about the runaway slave, and three others-the second and third Epistles of John,
and the Epistle of Jude. The Epistle to Philemon is just before
Hebrews, and the other three just before the Revelation.
Of course, my dear young reader, you could very easily find out
these facts for yourself. Open your Bible at the first chapter of
Genesis, and you will see on the opposite page, "The Names and
Order of all the books of the Old and New Testament, with the
number of their chapters." Then follow the two liste, which it would
be well for you to learn off by heart, noticing the number of chapters
in each book. If you do so, you will find the little study a great
help in finding your way about your Bible. I heard of a clergyman
taking a class of school-boys, who noticed a lad of fifteen looking
through the Old Testament to find the Epistle to the Hebrews.
The runaway slave mentioned in the Epistle to Philemon was
named Onesimus. He had run away from his Christian master, and
possibly had stolen some money, for the Apostle Paul, who wrote the
letter, said to Philemon, "If he hath wronged thee or oweth thee
ought, put that on mine account. I Paul have written it with mine
own hand, I will repay it."
_
Onesimus lived in a house where the Lord was loved and honoured,
but he was not influenced for good. After he had left his master,
he at last got to Rome. At that time the Apostle Paul was a " prisoner
of the Lord," as he calls himself, in this important city. We are not
told who brought Onesimus to see him, or how it was that they came
into contaot, but we do know that the Lord had mercy on the runaway slave, and saved him by His grace through His servant Paul,
who oalls him" my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds."
So great was the change in the life and oharacter of this young man
that Paul referred to him both in this Epistle and in Colossians iv. 9,
as " a brother beloved." When sending him back to his master, the
Apostle said that he would like to have kept him as his attendant,
but he would not do so without consulting Philemon.
This beautiful letter shows us how eagerly and earnestly the Apostle
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Paul sought the salvation of sinners wherever he went. How tender
was his care for the runaway slave! He pleads so affectionately for
him to his master.
It is very interesting, too, to notice how lovingly Paul speaks of
Philemon in the letter. He is "dearly beloved," and a "fellowlabourer." Christians met together for worship at his house. He was
one for whom Paul always prayed, and he thanked God for his love
shown to other Christians, saying, " We have great joy and consolation in thy love." Philemon was marked, too, by his faith in God.
May the same evidences of His grace be seen in us!
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"ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES."
" THE fact that the Messiah was to die as a propitiation for sin had
been revealed in the Old Testament. That the death of Christ as
an atoning sacrifice was predicted by the law and the prophets is
the constant doctrine of the New Testament. Our Lord reproved His
disciples for not believing what the prophets had spoken on this
subject (Luke xxiv. 25, 26). Paul protested before Festus, that in
preaching the Gospel he had said 'none other things than those
which Moses and the prophets say should come; that Christ should
suffer, and that He should be the first that should rise from the dead,
and should show light unto the people and to the Gentiles' (Acts
xxvi. 22, 23). He assured the Romans that His Gospel was' witnessed
(to) by the law and the prophets' (Rom. iii. 21). The Epistle to
the Hebrews is an exposition of the whole Mosaic service as a prefiguration of the office and work of Christ. And the fifty-third chapter
of Isaiah is the foundation of all New Testament exhibitions of a
SUffering and atoning Messiah. Paul and all other faithful ministers
of the Gospel, therefore, teach that atonement for sin, by the death
of Christ, is the great doctrine of the whole Word of God."-Dr.
Charles Hodge on 1 Corinthians xv. 3.
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'!tOttef5ponlJen ce.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We have been privileged lately to circulate a quantity
of Bibles and Testaments amongst the men with mUGh acceptance.
A missionary to sailors writes, "Greetings in His precious Name,
praying that you and yours are well. Will you please accept my
sincere thanks for the two parcels of literature received in good condition. As I believe I told you, we have had a time of much blessing
in the distribution. Thousands of magazines and tracts have been
prayerfully distributed (we always have a time of prayer before setting
forth), many conversations have been held, and God has graciously
blessed several dear ones by our testimony. Last Sunday a dear
man who was a backslider since 1908, came back to the Lord. I
spoke on Luke xv. and praise God this prodigal returned to the Father."
The funds of the Book Mission need fresh help to continue the
much needed work.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol. May, 1931.

{9rotef5tant lSeacon.
WHAT MAKES MUCH RELIGION NOT EVANGELICAL ~
By THE LATE JOHN CHARLES RYLE, D.D., BISHOP OF LIVERPOOL.
IT only remains for me to say a few words on the last question I
propose to consider: "What is it that makes much religion appear
to us not Evangelical ~ "
We do not say that men who are not professedly Evangelical ignore
and disbelieve the leading doctJ;ines of the Evangelical creed. But
we do say confidently, that there are many ways in which the faith
of Christ may be marred and spoiled, without being positively denied.
You may spoil the Gospel by substitution. You have only to withdraw from the eyes of the sinner the grand object which the Bible
proposes to faith, Jesus Christ; and to substitute another object in
His place, the Church, the Ministry, the Confessional, Baptism, or the
Lord's Supper-and the mischief is done. Substitute anything for
Christ, and the Gospel is totally spoiled! Do this, either directly or
indirectly, and your religion ceases to be Evangelical.
You may spoil the Gospel by interposition. You have only to push
something between Christ and the sinner to draw away his attention
from the Saviour, and the mischief is done. Interpose anything
hetween man and Christ, and man will neglect Christ for the thing
interposed !
~
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You may spoil the Gospel by disproportion. You have only to attach
an exaggerated importance to the secondary things of Christianity, and a
diminished importance to the first things, and the mischief is done. Once
alte1' the proportion of the parts of t1'uth, and truth soon becomes downright error! Do this, either directly or indirectly, and YOU1' religion
ceases to be Evangelical.
Lastly, but. not least, you may completely spoil the Gospel by
confused and contradictory directions. Complicated and obscure statements about faith, baptism, Church privileges and the benefits of the
Lord's Supper, make the Gospel no Gospel at all.
We have no warrant for expecting the slightest benefit for our
souls from Christ's salvation, unless we use it precisely in the way
that Christ appointed. If we add anything to it, take anything away
from it, try to improve the terms, depart in the slightest degree from
the path which the Bible marks out for us, we have no right whatever to look for any good being done. God's plan of salvation cannot
possibly be mended or improved. He who tries to amend or improve
it, will find that he spoils it altogether.
Religion, to be really "Evangelical" and really good, must be the
Gospel, the whole Gospel, and nothing but the Gospel, as Christ prescribed it and expounded it to the apostles. Much of the religion of
our own times does not deserve to be called E,vangelical.
I cannot leave this subject without offering some practical suggestions about the present duties of Evangelicals. We have been considering what Evangelical religion is and is not. A few pages devoted
to our immediate duties, in the present position of the Church, can
hardly be thought out of place.
The times, no doubt, are very critical, full of danger to our beloved
Church, full of danger to the nation. Never has there been such an
unblushing avowal of Popish opinions among Churchpeople, and such
shameless additions to the faith as defined in our Articles. The grand
question is, whether our scriptural Protestantism shall DIE OR LIVE?
Much depends on the attitude and line of conduct taken up by the
Evangelical body. If they know the times and do their duty, there
is hope for the Church. If they are timid, compromising, vacillating,
and indolent, there is no hope at all.
1. I suggest, for one thing, that we ought to exercise a special
jealousy over our own personal religion. Let us take heed that it is
thoroughly Evangelical. The times we live in are desperately unfavourable to a sharply-cut, decided, doctrinal Christianity. A fog of vague
liberalism over-spreads the ecclesiastical horizon. A settled determination to think everybody is right and nobody is wrong, everything
is true aud nothing is false, meets us at every turn. The world is
possessed with a spirit of false charity about religion. Men try to
persuade us, like Gallio, that the alleged differences between creeds
and schools of thought are only about" words and names," and that
it is" all the same thing." In times like these, let us be on our guard.
" WATCH YE:

STAND FAST IN THE FAITH.

QUIT YOU LIKE MEN:
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BE STRONG" (1 Cor. xvi. 13). Let us steadfastly resolve to stand fast
in the old paths, the good way of our Protestant Reformers. The
nearer we draw to the great realities of death, judgment, and eternity,
the more excellent will that way appear. When I go down the valley
of the shadow of death, and my feet touch the cold waters, put no
man or form between me and Christ. Give me a real staff for my
hand such as David had, and real meat and drink for my soul such
as aged Paul felt within him, and feeling cried, " I am not ashamed"
(2 Tim. i. 12). I must know distinctly whom I believe, what I believe,
and why I believe, and in what manner I believe. Nothing, nothing
will answer these questions satisfactorily but thorough, downright
Evangelical Religion. Let us make sure that this religion is our own.
2. I suggest, secondly, that ministers who call themselves Evangelical, ought to be specially careful that they do not compromise
their principles, and damage their testimony, by vain attempts to
conciliate the world.
This is a great danger in these days. It is a sunken rock, on which
I fear many are striking, and doing themselves immense harm. The
plausible pretext of making our services more attractive, and cutting
the ground from under the feet of Ritualists, too often induces Evangelical ministers to do things which they had far better let alone.
New Church decorations, new Church music, and a semi-histrionic
mode of going through Church worship, are things which we must
watch most narrowly.
WE CANNOT BE TOO JEALOUS IN THESE DAYS ABOUT THE SLIGHTEST
DEPARTURE FROM THE" FAITH ONCE DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS." "We
cannot be too careful to add nothing to, and take nothing away from,
the simplicity of the Gospel, and to do nothing in our worship which
seems to cast the slightest reflection on Evangelical principles.
Let us mark the testimony of Scripture on this subject. The
Epistle to the Galatians is the inspired handbook for these times.
Mark how in that epistle St. Paul declares, "Though WE, or an
angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that which
WE have preached unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. i. 8, 9). Mark
how he repeats it: "As we said before, so we say again, If any man
preach any other Gospel than that ye have received, let him be
accursed."-Mark how he says to the Galatians, "Ye observe days,
and months, and times, and years." And then comes the solemn
and weighty remark which ought to ring in the ears of many: "I
am afraid of you" (Gal. i. 9; iv. 10, 11).
The world is never won by trimming and compromising, by facing
both ways, and trying to please all. The cross of Christ is never made
more acceptable by sawing off its corners, or by polishing, varnishing,
and adorning it. Processions and banners and elaborate services and
beautiful vestments, may please some people. But they never helped
forward heart-conversion and heart-sanctification, and they never will.
I grant freely that we have need of much patience in these times.
No doubt it is very provoking to be twitted with the nakedness,
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poverty and meagreness (so-called) of Evangelical worship. It is
very annoying to see our younger members slipping away to Churches
where there are processions, banners, incense, and a thoroughly
histrionic and gorgeous ceremonial. It is vexing to hear them say,
that" they feel so much better after these services." But none of
these things must move us. "He that believeth shall not make
haste" (Isa. xxviii. 16). Let us never leave the high ground of
principle under any false pressure, from whatever side it may come.
Let us hold on our own way, and be jealously sensitive of any departure
from simplicity. Popularity obtained by pandering to the senses or
the sentiment of our hearers is not worth anything. Worshippers
who are not content with the Bible, the cross of Christ, simple prayers
and simple praises, are worshippers of little value. It is useless to
try to please them, because their spiritual taste is diseased.
3. I SUGGEST, FINALLY, THAT WE MUST NOT ALLOW EVANGELICAL
RELIGION TO BE THRUST OUT OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND WITHOUT A STRUGGLE.
It is a religion which is worth a struggle; for it can point to works
which no other school in the Church of England has ever equalled.
In this matter we fear no compari on, if honestly and fairly made.
We confess with sorrow that we have done but little compared to what
we ought to have done; and yet we say boldly, that both abroad
and at home no Churchmen have done so much good to souls as those
who are called Evangelical.
BUT IT IS A RELIGION THAT CAN ONLY BE PRESERVED AMONGST
US JUST NOW BY A GREAT EFFORT, AND A MIGHTY STRUGGLE. For our
nation's sake, for our children's sake, for the world's sake, for the
honour and glory of our God, let us gird up the loins of our minds,
and resolve that the struggle shall be made.
It is a struggle, which is not one of our seeking. The controversy
is thrust upon us, whether we like it or not. We are driven to a
painful dilemma. We must either sit by in silence possibly, and let the
Church of England be unprotestantized and re-united w1:th Rome; or
else we must desert the dear old Church and let traitors work their will ;
-or else we must look the da;"ger manfully in the face, and fight!
Our fight, of course, is to be carried on with the same Word that
Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley fought with, and not with carnal weapons.
But as they did, so must we do: we must stand up and fight. If
we want our Church to continue Protestant and Evangelical, we must
not be afraid to fight.
Does anyone ask me what is to be done ~ I answer that the path
of duty, to my mind, is clear, plain, and unmistakable. Union and
organization of all Protestant and Evangelical Churchmen, untiring
exposure of the Popish dealings of old antagonists, by the pulpit, the
platform, and the press, both decided, prompt action, the moment
any necessity requires-these are the weapons of our warfare.
Let us then resolve to "contend earnestly for the faith." By
preaching and by praying, by pulpit and by platform, by pen and
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by tongue, by printing and by speaking, let us labour to maintain
Evangelical Religion within the Church of England, and to resist the
enemies which we see around us. We are not weak if we stand
together and act together. The middle classes and the poor are yet
sound at heart. They do not love Popery. God Himself has not
forsaken us, and truth is on our side. Let us only settle it deeply
in our minds, that without Protestant and Evangelical principles, a
Church is as useless as a well without water. IN ONE WORD, SHOULD
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND BECOME POPISH ONCE MORE, IT WILL BE
A CHURCH NOT WORTH PRESERVING.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting, held on Friday,
May 1st, in Caxton Hall, was largely attended both afternoon and
evening.
A sermon was preached in the afternoon by the Rev. S. Champion,
of Leicester, from Proverbs xix. 17, " He that hath pity on the poor
lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given will He pay
him again," when the points dealt with were:· (1) The poor; (2)
The pity manifested; (3) The pay.
In the evening the chair was occupied by Sir George Hume, J.P.,
L.C.C. The Report, the keynote of which was Jehovah-Jireh, pointed
out the threefold object of the Society. In the Homes about 200
of the pensioners find quiet resting places, £12,126 had been expended
in help given to the 1080 pilgrims, in addition to which there had
been the cost of the upkeep of the Home~. Yet all needs had been
met, and with one exception the various items of income showed a
slight increase.
The Chairman, in a few well-chosen words, warmly commended the
Society and its work. The adoption of the Report was moved in a
brief address by the Rev. S. Champion, and seconded by the Rev.
W. P. Cartwright, M.A. The R~v. F. C. Brading, B.D., F.R.G.S., in
his address, moved, " That the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, which
ministers to the needs of over 1000 aged pilgrims of various denominations, about 200 of whom are cared for in the Homes of the Institution,
is deserving of the whole-hearted, prayerful, and practical sympathy
of the Lord's people." This was seconded by the Rev. J. T. Sharples,
who referred to a visit he had just paid to the Hornsey Rise Home.
Messrs. J. C. Dennis and T. A. Warburton also took part, and the
meeting closed with the Doxology and Benediction.
The Camberwell Anniversary will be held in the Chapel at the
Home on June 4th, and the Sale of Work in the grounds on June 11th.
Services on behalf of the Society will be held, D.V., as follows:
June 3rd, Service at Bethlehem Chapel, Richmond, at 7.30 p.m.;
Garden Meeting at Appledore, Lumley Road, Horley, in the afternoon
{)f the 10th; Meeting at High Wycombe, in the evening of the 24th.
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SINS REMITTED. By Thomas Bradbury. Pp. 16. Price 2d. post
free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell
Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This sermon is based on our Lord's words, ""Whose soever sins ye
remit," etc. (John xx. 23). :Mr. Bradbury shows clearly that these
words were addressed not to the apostles only, but to" them that were
with them," and that they simply teach that all believers may declare
to their hearers how God in mercy pardons those who trust in Christ's
blood and righteousness.
We have also receivedTHOUGHTS ON PERSEVERANCE. By the famous author of " Rock of
Ages," Rev. A. :M. Toplady.
This may also be had for ltd. post free from the Sovereign Grace
Union at the address given above.
" :MODEST ApPAREb." An Earnest "ord to Christian Women. By
a Christian Business :Man. Pp. 24. Price 2d; 12 copies post
free,2s. (Thynne & Co. Ltd., ", hitefriars Street, London, E.C.4.)
This is the second edition of an admirable and very timely pamphlet.
We rejoice that the first edition was sold out within six months.
The new edition, though slightly changed, is, in the main, the same
as the first edition. The author prints a number of striking testimonies
to the value of the pamphlet from servants of God in different parts
of the country. There are also valuable, firm, and faithful extracts
from a letter on this subject which appeared in a monthly American
journal.
The author in his preface says, " Some have said there is no need
for any further protest, as the fashions are changing, and skirts are
getting longer. Does this mean, then, that Christian women will
lengthen their skirts at the dictates of fashion (or to please the god
of this world) BUT REFUSE TO DO SO FOR THE LORD'S SAKE 1 "
We warmly approve of this earnest and kindly protest again the
unintentional immodest attire on the part of Christian women. We
strongly feel that God's people, separated and distinct from the ,,"orld
as they are by Divine grace, should beware of being in bondage to the
fashions of the world, which the Apostle John says, "lieth in the
wicked one." There is increasing need on the part of Christian men,
as well as of Christian women, to beware of conformity to an ungodly
world.
" I HAVE no objection to your calling God your Father, if He has
called you His child."- W. Tiptaft.
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