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AN ANCIENT PRAYER.
" And he said, 0 LORD GoD 01 my master- Abraham, I pray thee,
send me good speed this day, and show kindness unto my master
Abraham." -GENESIS xxiv. 12.

ACCORDING to the chronology in the margin of our Bibles this
prayer is about three thousand, seven hundred and eighty-nine
years old. It was offered by Abraham's eldest servant, who" ruled
over all that he had." Abraham was advanced in years, and his
son Isaac was about forty years old. The great promise of GOD to
Abraham implied that Isaac should marry, and have one or more
children. Abraham was concerned that Isaac's wife should not be
"of the daughters of the Canaanites." Abraham knew that the
iniquity of the Amorites in the land of Canaan would so develop
that GOD'S judgment would come upon them (see Gen. xv. 16).
Hence he wished his son to marry one from Abraham's own
kindred. The narrative suggests that the family of Nahor, Abraham's brother, were professed worshippers of JEHOVAH. Laban,
for example, said to Abraham's servant, "Come in, thou blessed
of the LORD" (verse 31), and later, Laban and Bethuel said, " The
thing proceedeth from the LORD," "Let her be thy master's son's
wife, as the LORD hath spoken" (verses 50, 51).
Abraham entrusted his faithful servant with the business of
taking a wife for Isaac from amongst Abraham's own kindred in
Mesopotamia, and expressed the belief that the LORD Himself
would prosper his servant's journey. Accordingly Abraham's
servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and he
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arose and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor.
" He made his camels to kneel down without the city by a well
of water at the time of the evening, even the time that women go
out to draw water." Then, inaudibly to the ear of man, he offered
the prayer which we have placed at the head of this Family Portion.
"He said, 0 LORD GOD of my master Abraham, I pray Thee, send
me good speed this day, and show kindness unto my master
Abraham."
The good speed which he desired was the provision of a wife for
his master's son. Accordingly he went on to pray, "Let it come
to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let do'i'i'll thy pitcher,
I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will
give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that Thou hast
appointed for Thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that
Thou hast showed kindness unto my master."
The narrative goes on to show that before he had done speaking
in prayer Rebekah, the grand-daughter of Nahor, Abraham's
brother, came out of the city, and it became fully evident that she
was the damsel whom the LORD had appointed to be Isaac's wife.
This beautiful narrative was one of the things which was written
aforetime for our learning. Let us endeavour by the guidance
and aid of the DIVINE SPIRIT to learn something profitable from it.
1. First, we may regard this prayer as a model praye'r for a believer
in all Ms varied experiences.

The Book of Proverbs was not written when Abraham's servant
offered this prayer, but it seems certain that he was in the habit
of following its teaching. To every child of GOD it is said, "Trust
in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall
direct thy paths" (Prov. iii. 5, 6). Abraham's godly servant felt
His need of Divine wisdom, Divine guidance, and Divine power.
He was keen about carrying out his master's wishes, but he felt his
own helplessness. Hence his prayer was a prayer of faith, and a
prayer of dependence on Divine leading and providence. The wife
whom he wanted for Isaac was one whom the LORD had appointed
for His servant Isaac, and he felt that the LORD alone could bring
about the desired end. He trusted in the LORD. He leaned not
on his own understanding. He sought Divine direction.
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In relation to all the problems and difficulties of daily life, the
,believer needs to pray, " 0 LORD GOD, I pray Thee, send me good
speed this day." There is nothing too hard for Him, and it is well
if we look to Him to solve our problems, and to display His power
in our perplexities.
In relation to our daily duties in the home, on the farm, in the
<>ffice, or in the shop, we need to pray, ere we face them, " 0 LORD
GOD, I pray Thee, send me good speed this day." The LORD alone
can strengthen, uphold and enable His people for the daily duties
which confront them. Christian parents and children alike need
Divine favour and goodness each day of their lives. How weak
.and helpless we are in ourselves, but "He giveth power to the
faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth strength"
(Isa. xl. 30).
In relation to the trials which come into our experiences we need
to pray, " 0 LORD GOD, I pray Thee, send me good speed this day."
Recently we had to spend six and a half days in bed with an
.attack of influenza. It was an unusual experience and a real trial.
We felt that GOD'S hand was upon us, and that He was reminding
us very forcibly of our absolute dependence on Him for life, and
breath, and all things. We desired to humble ourselves under His
mighty hand. This ancient prayer came specially to our mind.
We thought if the LORD heard the prayer of Abraham's servant,
would He not also hear our prayer? Each morning then found us
.saying, "0 LORD GOD, I pray Thee, send me good speed this day.
If it be Thy gracious will, command restoration to health and
vigour, as well as spiritual profit, as a result of this discipline." In
various ways the LORD'S kindness- was shown, and at the time of
writing very marked improvement has taken place.
We do not know for certain what the name of Abraham's servant
was, but doubtless his name was written in heaven, and inscribed
in the LAMB'S book of life, and his prayer, simply uttered on this
special occasion, is one suitable and appropriate to all the varied
experiences of the children of GOD to-day.
~~ 2. Secondly, this prayer may be regarded as a nwdel prayer tor a
preacher of the Gospel.

The Church stands in the same relationship to CHRIST as a bride
does to her husband. The aim of a minister of the Gospel is to be
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the instrument in the LORD'S hand of bringing elect sinners into
living union with CHRIST the great Bridegroom. The Apostle Paul,
writing to the Church at Corinth says, "I have espoused you to
'one Husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ"
(2 Cor. xi. 2). The apostle had been the means of their regeneration,
of their being brought into living, vital union with CHRIST, of their
being given in marriage to Him as the Bridegroom of their souls.
Abraham's servant desired to secure a wife which JEHOVAH had
" appointed" for his master's son Isaac. He prayed, "Let the
same be she that Thou has appointed tor Thy servant Isaac" (Gen.
xxiv. 14).
So the great desire of a faithful minister of the Gospel is that he
may be the instrument in the LORD'S hands of bringing those
sinners whom the LORD has appointed into vital and conscious
union with CHRIST. To this end he needs to pray, " 0 LORD GOD,
I pray Thee, send me good speed this day. Display Thy power
and grace in effectually calling those sinners whom Thou hast
appointed, into the fellowship of Thy SON JESUS CHRIST our LORD."
The LORD alone can send godly and faithful ministers good speed
in their work, and they need to be continually conscious of their
own helplessness, and of their need of Divine power to accompany
.the word of truth which they preach.
3. Thirdly, this prayer is a rlwdel prayer tor every Christian
employee.
What a faithful, loyal and devoted servant Abraham's servant
was. Not for his own interests, but for his master's was he deeply
concerned. "Send me good speed this day, and show kindness
unto my master Abraham." There are many different kinds of employment. Some godly
people are employed in domestic service, some on farms, some in
offices, some in shops, and some in factories. Whatever form of
work a Christian man or woman is engaged in, he should be concerned not merely for his own interests, but for the interests of his
master or mistress. What an example Abraham's servant is to
godly servants to-day. What a temptation there is in these days
to think only of our own interest and profit, and to be wholly
indifferent to our master's interest. What need there is for Christian servants, whatever their employment to be ready to pray
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"Show kindness to my master." We once had a Christian maid
in our employ, and one day her mistress found on looking at
the maid's Bible that all the passages in the Epistles relating to the
duty of servants towards their masters were underlined. That
maid sho:wed by the way she did her work that she desired to serve,
"not with eye service, as men pleasers; but as the servants of
CHRIST, doing the will of GOD from the heart; with goodwill doing
service, as to the LORD, and not to men" (Eph. vi. 6, 7).
4. Lastly, this prayer is a model prayer tor every spiritual sower.
"The seed is the Word of GOD." Every child of GOD should seek
to scatter this seed. The godly parent should sow this seed in the
hearts of his children.
This is the seed which Sunday School teachers, missionaries,
colporteurs and others should seek to sow. This seed is incorruptible. It liveth and abideth for ever. It shall accomplish
what GOD pleases, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto He
sends it. The sowing of the seed, however, is absolutely in vain
unless the heart is prepared by the Spirit for its reception. GOD
alone can give the increa.se. Hence every. spiritual sower when
about to sow the seed needs to pray: "0 LORD GOD, I pray Thee
send me good speed this day."
There is encouragement for every such sower. "They that sow
in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepetb,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,'
bringing his sheaves with him " (Ps. cx.xvi. 5, 6).
" Ye know," says the apostle, "that your labour is not in vain
in the LORD" (1 Cor. xv. 58).
May the LORD'S people who read these lines be stimulated to
imitate the simple faith and dependance on the LORD which
characterized the godly servant of Abraham.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Tho'fYt(U Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
"THE preacher of the Gospel is like the sower. He does not make
his seed; it is given him by his Divine Master. No man could create
the smallest grain that ever grew upon the earth, much less the celestial
seed of eternal life."-C. H. Spurgeon.
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Mlanfiibe' jl,ote£i.
"HIS SUN."
" He 'TTWlreth His sun to rise on the evil and on the good."MATTHEW

v. 45.

.

ON one of the mornings of the week in which this article is being
written we went out for a walk. Many previous days had been
cold, gloomy, and windy. On this special morning, however, the
sun shone brilliantly, the air was .warm, and there was a welcome
'absence of strong wind. It was a peculiar pleasure to be out in
the warm sunshine. Its genial warmth and brightness brought
cheer to the mind, and as we walked along we were reminded of
the words, "He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the
good." We thought it is God's sun that is shining, and it is He
·Who causes it to shine. Moreover, its benefits not only reach to
the members of His redeemed. family, but to all others of mankind.
The evil as well as the good partake of this great exhibition of His
goodness and power. These thoughts developed, and now we
trust they may profitably occupy the pages assigned to Wayside
Notes. The words, "He maketh His sun to rise," were spoken by
our Lord to His disciples. He bade them to love their enemies, to
bless them that cursed, to do good to them who hated, and to pray
for them who despitefully used. them and persecuted. them. They
would thus manifest that they were the redeemed. and regenerated.
children of God. The fruits of God's adopting and regenerating
grace would be seen in their lives. .By treating their enemies thus
they would resemble their Father Who is in heaven, Who " maketh
His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on
the just and on the unjust."
1. First, let us notice that the sun which shines in the heavens is
God's sun.
"He maketh His sun to rise.'~ The sun in the heavens belongs
to the God Who made heaven and earth. It is His property,
because He made it. "God made two great lights; the greater
light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: He
made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the
heaven to give light upon the earth."

The Gospel Magazine

237

We can form only a faint conception of the heat, light, size,
and distance of the sun. We are told that it is "a globe of the
fiercest fire." Its heat is so enormous that it is beyond our power
to describe it. "On the· sun," we are told, "nothing is solid,
everything exists in the. shape of white-hot vapour."
Its size is so great that" If you were to take nearly one and a half
millions of earths, and knead them into a ball, you would then
have a globe about as large as the sun."
Its distance from us is "about 92i millions of miles." A train
going at the rate of 30 miles an hour would take 338 years to
reach the sun" (Astronomy, by J. Norman Lockyer, C.B., F.R.S.,
pp. 85 and 109).
. The Bun is evidently a marvellous display of God's creative
power, and its regular shining is a wonderful and constant exhibition
of His mercy to the whole animal creation. He" made great
lights: for His mercy endureth for ever: the sun to rule by day:
for His mercy endureth for ever: the moon and the stars to rule
'by night: for His mercy endureth for ever" (Ps. cxxxvi. 7-9).
Apart from the sun we should be in total darkness, and as the
produce of the earth is dependent on the sun's light and heat,
apart from the sun there could be no food and no warmth, and
therefore death would have stricken the whole animal creation.
God in mercy set the sun and the moon and the stars "in the
-firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth" (Gen. i. 17).
One sun in the heavens is sufficient to give light by day. Man
with all his knowledge and inventions requires millions of lights to
illuminate the houses and the streets of a large city. God by His
power was able to provide one single body in the heavens to light
.up one whole hemisphere. " His going forth is from the end of the
heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing
hid from the heat thereof" (Ps. xix. 6). The heavens thus declare
the glory, the power, and the goodness of God. 'When we are
enjoying the sun let us remember it is our Father's sun. Its
presence in the sky is a wonderful display of His power and
goodness.
2. Secondly, let us notice that the sun which shines in the heavens
-is under God's control.
It is He Who maketh it to rise. He set it in the firmament
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to give light upon the earth, and it regularly obeys His behests.
"Thus saith the Lord, Which giveth the sun for a light by day,
and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by
night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; the
Lord of hosts is His name" (Jer. xxxi. 35). The daily and regular
rising and shining of the sun are due to the continuous exercise of
J ehovah's sovereign power and will. It is His purpose that the
sun should regularly give light upon the earth. All the heavenly
bodies are under His control. He" bringeth out their host by
number: He calleth them all by names by the greatness of His
might" (Isa. xl. 26). We are sure that the sun will rise every
day because it is His declared purpose that "while the earth
remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer
and winter, and day and night shall not cease" (Gen. viii. 22).
Thus when we rise in the morning we see a fresh exhibition of the
power and goodness of our Father Who is in heaven. AB we
behold the light of the morning, even if for a time clouds hide the
sun from view, we may rightly say, our God is again acting on our
behalf. The light which we see has been caused by Him. He
on this and that particular morning is making His sun to rise to
give light on the earth. He it is Who has dispersed the darkness
of the night. "e need to thank Him every day for making His
sun to rise. It is always true that" He maketh His sun to rise on
the evil and on the good." When basking in the sun let us ever
remember that it is "His sun," and that we are indebted to His
power and mercy for its beneficent rays.
3. Thirdly ,notice that God makes His sun to rise on all sorts and
conditions of men.
His sun shines in all countries, in countries given over to idolatry,
and in countries professedly Christian. It shines on the ungodly
as well as on the godly. It enters the hovels of the poor, as well
aR the halls of the rich. It shines on all sorts of men in all parts
of the earth. The Lord God hath divided the heavenly bodies
unto all the peoples under the whole heaven (see Deut. iv. 19). In
spite of the abounding sin and rebellion which characterize the
inhabitants of the earth God mercifully makes His sun to rise, and
in regard to temporal things He opens His hand and satisfies the
desire of every living thing (see Ps. cxlv. 9, 15, 16).
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" He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things" (Acts xvii. 25).
The sins of professedly Christian England are manifold and mighty.
In spite of all the spiritual privileges which we have enjoyed as a
nation we for the most part are rejecting His Word, desecrating
His day, and flouting His authority. Yet" He maketh His sun
to rise" on us.
Do we not here see the longsuffering of God. He forbears to
visit the human race with merited judgment, because He is longsuffering towards His people, not willing that any of them should
perish, but that all of them should in due time come to repentance.
4. Fourthly, 'lWtice that the sun is a figure of Jehovah Himself.

" The Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace
and glory: no good thing will He withhold from them that walk
uprightly" (Ps. lxxxiv. 11).
What the sun is to the world at large, that J ehovah is to His
people. He is their Sun, their Light and their Salvation.
" God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all" (John i. 5).
He illuminates the dark minds of His people. He shines in their
hearts "to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6). He disperses the darkness
of sin, of death, and of spiritual ignorance. He brings brightness,
joy, and peace into the hearts of His people. He makes them
fruitful in every good work and in every spiritual grace.
5. Lastly, the sun is a figure of Christ Himself.

He is " the Sun of righteousness" (Mal. iv. 2). His righteousness
is imputed to all who believe in Him, with the result that they
are brought into the light and joy of justification, pardon, and
peace, and are enabled to rejoice ill hope of the glory of God.
He is "the Light of the world" (John viii. 12). All who follow
Him are delivered from the darkness of sin, ignorance and spiritual
and eternal death. He is "the Dayspring " Who hath visited this
dark sin-stricken earth to give light to them that sit in darkness,
and in the shadow of death, and to guide their feet into the way
of peace (see Luke i. 78, 79). When He was transfigured" His
face did shine as the sun" (Matt. xvii. 2). When He appeared
to John in Patmos, "His countenance was as the sun shineth in
His strength" (Rev. i. 16).
As there is but one sun in the heavens, so there is but one Sun
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of righteousness, one Christ, one Savio"ur, one spiritual light-Giver,
one spiritual life-Giver, one joy-Giver, one spiritual fruit-Enabler.
He is God's Son, God's beloved, eternal Son. It is the Father
Who sent Him, and thus He hath made His Son, as the Light of
the world to shine in this dark world. He shines in the Scriptures,
and He is made to shine in the hearts of God's chosen and beloved
people. Thus are they delivered from the power of darkness, and
translated into the kingdom of His dear Son. Oh, what a mercy if
God hath made Christ to shine in our dark hearts! Apart from
Christ there is nothing but "blackness of darkness for ever"
(Jude 13).
The man, destitute of the garment of the Sun of righteousness,
is "cast into outer darkness," and shut out of the light of heaven
(Matt. xxii. 12, 13).
The day is coming when God's sun shall be darkened and the
moon shall not give her light. The stars shall fall from heaven
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken (Matt. xxiv. 29).
Where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear then? They
shall be " cast into a furnace of fire." Then, however, "shall the
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father"
(Matt. xiii. 41-43). Will this be thy portion, 0 reader ~
Things will not always go on in the heavens as they are doing.
«The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall
withdraw their shining. . . . The heavens and the earth hall
shake." Note, not the earth only, but the heavens as well. Here
is a prediction which is not appiicable to ordinary earthquakes.
God will "shake not the earth only, but also heaven." Then in
that solemn, eventful, and unparalleled time, when the heavenly
bodies shall be shaken and temporarily darkened, "the Lord will
be the hope of His people," but the wicked shall be "cast into
outer darkness" (see Joel iii. 15, 16; Heb. xii. 26; and Matt.
xiii. 41-43).
THE EDITOR

Whitinqton Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

way of family worship is a good old way; is no novel invention,
'but the ancient usuage of all the saints."-Matthew Henry.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of
thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not
fail thee, nor forsake thee."-JosHuA i. 5.
AND as though to add mercy to mercy and express the fulness of His.
heart of love to His servant, Jehovah crowns His promise with, " Be
strong arid of a good courage." Thus was Joshua prepared and..
equipped for his calling and task of leading the vast congregation of.
Israel into Canaan. And, beloved reader, whilst this promise was.
spoken to Joshua long ages since, yet it is fresh to every weary-laden
and exercised saint to-day. Right through the ages, what our God..
was to one saint, He is to each and all. He is the great I Am, He
"changeth not." He is Jehovah-Jesus, "the same yesterday and
to-day and for ever." And thus the promised and sworn word of
Him Who cannot lie comes home through the Holy Spirit's application
to your and my heart to-day, and it is as new as though He were
speaking it in 1932 instead of 1451 B.C. May we be enabled to
receive the comfort of it and live and walk confidingly, trustfully,.
and praisefully to His glory.
Moreover, see the kind compassion of our God. Joshua might well
have pleaded, "such as I to follow such a man! I, as his minister,.
have seen the wonderful miracles the Lord worked through him!'
I could not pretend to supply the place of such a leader." But you
remember how when Moses pleaded he was not eloquent, he was
rebuked by the Lord reminding him, "who had made man's mouth."
And all whom the Lord chooses and raises up for His own purpose
and glory are taught that they are nothing in and of themselves, and
that it is " not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the'
Lord." So that we may depend upon it, that however feeble and
insufficient the instruments may feel themselves to be in and of themselves, the Lord Who deigns to use them will qualify them for and to
His own glory, and will teach His servants that all their strength and
wisdom and ground of success in carrying out the Lord's will and
command are in Him, and that without Him they can do nothing.
Thus we see how Joshua was encouraged: "But Joshua the son of
Nun, which standeth before thee, he shall go in thither: encourage
him: for he shall cause Israel to inherit it" (Deut. i. 38). He was.
also qualified by the Lord for his work: "Take thee Joshua, the son
of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay thy hand upon him;
and set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation;
and give him a charge in their sight" (Num. xxvii. 18, 19). And onceo
again he was commanded of his God, " That ye may do unto them all
the commandments which I have commanded you" (Deut. xxxi. 5-8).
Encouraged, qualified, and commanded! And if you and I, dear:
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readers, attempt to go without His bidding we may expect to see
failure written over all our attempts, but if the language of our graceconstrained hearts is, " I will go in the strength of the Lord and make
mention of His righteousness only," then we may expect to see the
Lord graciously and condescendingly blessing our work and testimony.
Our text contains a strong word of encouragement, " As I was with
Moses, so I wiII be with thee." It is likewise a strong word of promise
which cannot be broken. It has been said in all humility, "God's
sworn Word binds Him to a perpetual obligation." He cannot forfeit
nor break His Word. For He is God and not man. He changes not.
"Hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good ~" "Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but My Word shall not pass away." "For
ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven." And truly our God
is changeless-" I am the Lord, I change not." Now this precious
promise is spoken by a God Who cannot lie, Who has proved Himself
faithful and true to everyone of His children right through the ages,
and He will be the same even unto the end. "As I was with Moses,
so I wiII be with thee." How was He with Moses and Joshua ~ He
was their God by revelation. Each was favoured with a heavenly
vision. To Moses, the Lord revealed Himself in the burning bush; to
Joshua He presented Himself as " Captain of the Lord's host." Both
were specially commanded to the leadership of the children of Israel,
and both were blessed in the signal deliverance of that people. Both
were graciously favoured with a deep sense of the presence and power
of their God. How was the Lord with Moses ~ From his very birth
in time, ordering all the events which should train him up for the
eventful after life of his calling.
But here we pause, dear reader, to bless the God and Author of our
life, to remind ourselves that the time-state of every redeemed son and
daughter of His family was in the mind of Jehovah from all eternity.
There was for all such the predestinating love which should mould
their after years. "Before I formed thee, I knew thee"; "I have
loved thee with an everlasting love." And thus every elect vessel of
mercy is watched over, preserved, sanctified in Christ Jesus; in due
time called out and called to His feet and blessed; taught and trained
and kept for glory. Oh, is it not all mercy 1 Does it not make us
tremble and rejoice 1 Does it not lead us to search our hearts and
raise in us daily desires to " show forth the praises of Him Who hath
called us out of darkness into His marvellous light" 1 To think of
how our life's minutest circumstance has been over-ruled by Him Who
sees the end from the beginning, and orders all things according to
His eternal counsel and wiII, shows forth His matchless wisdom and
mercy, and humbles us in adoring gratitude and wonder as we trace
His providential dealings with us and the way He bath led us. Thus
Moses was led and when about to die the Lord gives his" charge"
to Joshua, exhorts him to " be strong" and take up the work now to
be laid down by his dear " meek" servant. If we read through the
Book of Joshua we find the sweet promise of our text verified and
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fulfilled, and Joshua rehearsing how "not one thing hath failed of
all the Lord hath promised." Joshua doubtless had all through his
long life felt and owned his great weakness and inability. But his
God was the strong God, the All-sufficient One, Who would never
say to a weak servant" Be strong," were He not going to impart His
strength in that servant's weakness and prove His all-sufficient grace.
And so the Lord deals with you and me, beloved reader. He gives
a promise for faith to feed upon and to grow thereby. Just as in
nature, the ivy or the honeysuckle needs something to cling to, so
the Divine promises are given upon which faith may fasten .her hope
and plea. So that when such a promise as that before us tells the
child of God to" be strong," it comes from the God Who" commandeth
thy strength" and gives the expectation and hope th.at as one of old
acknowledged, "When He had spoken I was strengthened." He Who
is thy God faileth not. And the saints in all ages have gratefully
declared the true experience of this blessed truth. Thus we find Paul
saying, " For He hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee" ;
.Jacob testifying of " the God that fed me all my life long"; David
rehearsing to his son Solomon, " Be strong and of good courage, and
do it; fear not, nor be dismayed; for the Lord God, even my God
will be with thee; He will not fail thee nor forsake thee." And
David in another place says, "never saw I the righteous forsaken,"
which is the grace-constrained testimony of all the saints in every age
to the glory of their preserving and keeping God. Our God will not
fail in anyone of His promises and will see that they are" all Yea
and Amen in Christ Jesus to the glory of God by us." He will not
fail anyone of His children. He will not fail to bring them on their
way. He will not fail to do them good. He will not fail them when
nature's strength decays and the last enemy is to be met. He will be
their guide even unto death. "This God is our God for ever and ever,"
-exults the soul. May His promise, spoken from Covenant lips, the lips
·of the Faithful and True, cheer and encourage us on our way and
give us to hope to the end, relying upon Him Who hath said, " I will
never, no never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
Now, beloved, if and when the accuser of the brethren next tries
your faith and suggests you have wearied the Holy One past recovery,
just put all that the Holy Spirit has taught you in the past into your
Lord's Hands, and tell Satan your Advocate will speak for you as
He has promised to keep that which you h.ave committed unto Him.
He has undertaken to be the Keeper of all His saints, and the Accuser
'of the brethren will have to be silent in darkness. "For the Lord
will not forsake His people for His great Name's sake; because it hath
pleased the Lord to make you His people." A most blessed truth
this, and to be experienced by everyone of Zion's travellers, whilst
at the same time, bespeaking their need, their impotency and helplessness, and how without Him they are and can do nothing. His
abiding faithfulness, therefore, is all their hope and support, help,
and succour.
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Happy the heirs of these exceedingly great and precious promises.
May the eye of faith be fixed confidingly on the Author and Keeper
of them. "Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever; the sceptre
of Thy kingdom is a right sceptre." And when the earth and the
heavens, the work of His hands, shall perish, He is the same, and
His years shall have no end; and the grace-filled lips of His redeemed
and kept ones say, "He is faithful that promised," for He has taught
them by blessed and heart-felt experience all through their pilgrimage.
" As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee; I will not fail thee,
nor forsa.ke thee."
R.
"ALL ONE

IN CHRIST

JESUS."

THE BISHOP OF LONDON in his sermon at St. Paul's Cathedral on
Easter Sunday evening said, "We professed to believe that 'God
has made of one blood every nation of the earth' and that we are all
, one in Christ Jesus'; but one would not think so from the hatred
and suspicion still current in the world." Evidently the bishop thinks
that the words" Ye are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. iii. 28) are
addressed to all the people on the face of the earth, heathen, Mohammedan and professedly Christian. This we believe to be one instance
of many of the perversion of the teaching of Scripture. The Epistleto the Galatians is addressed to "the Churches of Galatia," i.e., to those
who were members of Christ's mystical body. In other words it is
addressed to those who are "the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus" (Gal. iii. 26). Such were the Galatian Christians. They were
God's children. They had "faith in Christ Jesus." They were
therefore regenerated, justified and saved. They were in living union
with Christ. They belonged to Christ. The Spirit was dwelling in
their hearts, assuring them of their sonship. (See Gal. iii. 26-29 ~
iv. 6).
To them, and to them only, the apostle says, " Ye are all one in
Christ Jesus." The words are a declaration, not of the unity of the
human race, but of the unity of." the Church of God which He hath
purchased with His Own blood." What need there is of discrimination
when interpreting Scripture.
FAMILY PRAYER.
WRITING in a contemporary, a correspondent in March last, signinghimself "Layman," says, "Since Christmas my work has caused
me to stop in forty-eight different homes, of which about half were
parsonages. In only one of those homes was still maintained the
custom of family prayers." This is one of many indications of the
spiritual decline of these evil days. If God is not honoured in the
family He is not likely to be honoured in the nation which is made
up of families.

•
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SnmonJ5 anb N oteJ5 of SermonJ5.
"THE BREAD OF HEAVEN."
A

ERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON SUNDAY, APRIL 21sT, 1901.

" And our soulloatheth this light

bread."-NUMBERS xxi.

5.

I SAID, "these sad words, the words of Israel, murmuring Israel,"
when I gave them out, dear friends, and are they not indeed most
sad to proceed, as they did proceed, from the lips of a people who
were living on God's bounty day by day in a dry and thirsty land
where nature failed to provide any supplies for them ~ And may we
not at the very outset profitably learn how the gift of temporal blessings, a gift of temporal mercies, in no way changes or tends to change
the natural heart of man ~ You may load the unconverted with
benefits, but their hearts will remain hard as the nether millstone.
Just as, on the other hand, "law and terrors do but harden, all the
while they work alone." Neither judgment nor mercy will in itself
convert the sinner from the error of his way or change the sinner
into a saint. One can, therefore, understand in some degree what
Martin Luther meant when on a certain occasion, God having greatly
prospered him-surprisingly favoured him-in temporal things, he is
reported to have said, "Lord, art Thou about to put me oft with
these ~" As though temporal prosperity might almost be taken as
a sign that God wa withdrawing His grace and giving him instead:
material things. "Lord, art Thou about to put me oft with these ~ "
It required grace in Martin Luther to take that spiritual view, to
exercise that spirit of judgment, because the natural heart will always
plead for material things, for it cannot rise above that. Now God
was pleased as He led His ancient people through the wilderness to
provide them simply with daily supplies, and to allow no hoard, or
store, or treasure house, for them to trust in. They must wait on
Him day by day for their bread and their water, and He would see
to it that their clothing waxed not old. He knew their surroundings
and that they could not be provided for from natural sources, and it
must needs be by a continuous miracle that their wants should be
fully met. God knew this thing and so for forty years He trained
Israel in habits of dependence. I pause here to say that this is still
largely the Lord's method with His people. All His dealings with us
daily, dear children of God, are designed to lead us to trust in the
living God, to trust in the God of the promises, and for us that we
should not walk by sight, but rather by faith, and just receive out of
His hand, in answer to prayer and supplication, the blessings He knows
best how to bestow. This is God's will concerning His people, whom
He has designated "a peculiar people," "strangers in the earth,"
a people separated from the world, a people whom the world hates.
That is their position, that is their relation to God, and that, too, is
17
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their relation to things around them. But, alas, we, too much like
ancient Israel, look around us and consider the natural relations in
which things stand to us. Our eyes are removed from the contemplation of God in His providence to the mere providence of God.
There is a vast difference. I say, our eyes are too commonly removed
from the contemplation of God in His providence to the providence
of God. Now God is a jealous God and He will not suffer His providence to be put in His place. We may not therefore deify the
providence, but we are to recognize the Deity of the Provider. We
are to trust in the living God Who is able to satisfy the poor with good
things according to His ancient sure promises. Now Israel had
received these mercies at God's hand for a long time, and the Tempter,
having entered into their midst, seduced their minds from God and
alienated their hearts from the God of the promises. And consequently the mercies of God became bitter to their taste and they
were prone to find fault with their mercies and with God's lovingkindness, as here. "Wherefore," said they, " have ye brought us up
out of Egypt 1" One fears, dear friends, that they were finding fault
with God, not unknowingly but wilfully, because if you look at the
opening words of the verse they are these, " And the people spoke
against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye 1 "-surely they
must mean both God and Moses. There is no mention of Aaron here.
The two mentioned are God and Moses, and the people dared to say,
" Wherefore have ye," God and Moses, " brought us up out of Egypt,
to die in the wilderness 1" This shows the awful length to which
the heart of man is capable of going when once the spirit of rebellion
asserts itself. What reason we all have when the Lord loads us with
mercies to tremble, to tremble, and to ask the Lord to watch over
us lest we abuse His mercies. I have often quoted for you the words
of the Litany in this connection, and do again quote them as most
apposite, " In all time of our wealth, Good Lord, deliver us." In all
times, that is, of our prosperity, when things are going smoothly and
easily, and when the mercies are flowing in abundantly, then, " Good
Lord, deliver us. We are surrounded, 0 Lord, by temptation, mercies
are being multiplied to us, sprung upon us, Lord, keep our hearts."
So the Psalmist prayed in his day, you remember, oh, how he prayed
to be kept. And what wise counsel he gave others who are in circum:stances of prosperity; and amongst the advice he gave was this, " If
Jriches increase, set not your heart upon them." "Set your affection
on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead," that
is, to these things, but alive unto God and the things of God. "Set
your affection on things above," "where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God."
Thus, then, Israel was found blaspheming against the God of his
mercy. "Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in
the wilderness 1 for there is no bread, neither is there any water;
and our soulloatheth this light bread." The word" loathing" speaks
for itself, and the original means precisely that, but I may, in passing,
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observe that the word translated "light "-" this light bread"signifies" vile" or "worthless." They almost cursed the bread they
ate, though they received it immediately from the hand of God, and
it is called in these Holy Scriptures "the bread of heaven." It is
called " angels' food," and it is doubtful in the minds of some translators whether the original is not still more vigorous than that. We
have a reference in the seventy-eighth Psalm and a marginal note with
it to which I direct attention. Here the mercies of God are recorded,
.and Israel's murmurings are recorded. "Because they believed not
in God, and trusted not in His salvation; though He had co=anded
the clouds from above, and opened the doors of heaven, and had rained
down manna upon them to eat, and had given them of the corn of
heaven. Man did eat angels' food: He sent them meat to the full "
(verses 22-25). Now the margin of that twenty-fifth verse is, " Every
one did eat the bread of the Mighty One," " the Mighty Ones," for it
is in the plural, and some translators consider the glorious Trinity is
here referred to and not mere angels who are sometimes in these
Scriptures designated "gods," gods in the sense of "great ones."
For instance, under Pharaoh in Egypt the magistrates or chief underrulers were called gods. When God was sending out the final judgment,
you will remember, which was death to the firstborn in all the families
throughout Egypt, it is recorded that the judgment would fall upon
« the gods" of the land, that is, upon the chief rulers, the principal
magistrates under Pharaoh the Emperor. And so it signifies those
great in authority, " Elohim," great in authority, great in power, and,
properly speaking, all power is derived from God, the Almighty One.
All power short of Divine power is necessarily created power, power
derived, therefore a power in which the creature cannot boast, for
apart from God the Giver of all power, man has no power, he is powerless. And it is this truth if we reflect upon it which brings some of
us comfort. The power to hurt the Church of God, the power to
tempt His saints, Satan has not, he has no power apart from that
which God vouchsafes in a way of Providential permission. This was
it which the Lord Jesus insisted upon when He stood at Pilate's bar.
Pilate said to Him, "Whence art Thou 1" And Jesus remaineB.
silent. Then Pilate pressed Him. "Speakest Thou not unto me 1 "
-the Roman Governor-" knowest Thou not that I have power to
crucify Thee, and have power to release Thee 1" And Jesus referred
-to this great truth upon which for the moment I am dwelling, and
answered him saying, " Thou couldst have no power against Me except
it were given thee from above." And so I say of these under-governors
in Egypt, they are called " gods" because they exercised power or
authority, yet it was derived. They derived their political power from
the Emperor, from Pharaoh, and he, you all know, had a seat upon
his throne only so long as the God of Omnipotence was pleased that
thus it should be. More than this, in the Epistle to the Romans,
you remember the passage, there is a quotation from the Old Testament concerning Pharaoh. "Even for this same purpose have I
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raised thee up, that I might show My power in thee." "Power
belongeth unto God, twice have I heard this." Can every believer
here to-night say this ~ It was exhibited first in my natural birth.
r was created by the power of God. But my second birth evidenced
in an unspeakably higher sense the great truth, "Power belongeth
unto God." And therefore a believer twice born can say, "Twice
have I heard this, that power belongeth unto God." "Thy people
shall be willing in the day of Thy power." And so in this place" they
ate," it is said, "the bread of the mighty ones." It may be the
bread of angels. They are excellent in strength. Yet is their strength
but created. God the Omnipotent One it was-and no created angels
-that fed Israel, day by day, day by day, for forty long years.
"We," nevertheless, "loathe this vile bread. We loathe, we hate,
we set our hearts against it. And yet we have nothing else, no choice.
It is this or nothing-this manna at which we wondered when first it
wa.s given us, and we called it in question form, What is it ~" For
that is the meaning of the word manna. It was beyond their science
to determine the nature of the food which God from heaven bestowed
upon them, and they left the question an unanswered question, " What
is it ~" God's multiplied Providential mercies, it would seem, served
-served-to harden their hearts. "Jeshurun "-that is, Israel" waxed fat and kicked" against the Lord. "We loathe this light
bread" that had hitherto sustained their lives. They could never
find fault with the bread either on the ground of deficient supply, or
intermittent supply, or on the ground of the poverty of the nourishment the food-God-given-contained. Now in these things we have
an allegory, my friends, for that bread of old which God gave from heaven
was indeed intended to be a figure or type of Christ. Thus in the
sixth chapter of the Gospel by John we find the Lord Jesus applying to
Himself this figure of the heavenly food. In the forty-eighth verse
He says, " I am that Bread of Life. Your fathers did eat manna in
the wilderness, but they are dead. This is the anti-typical manna
which came down from heaven that a man may eat thereof and not
die." The other sustained physical life-that was demonstrated in the
fact that the whole nation of Israel subsisted upon it for forty long
years, but in the end they who ate the earthly manna died. But
the true Bread that came down from heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ and
Him crucified, Him raised from the dead, Him glorified, Him revealed
by the Holy Spirit-ah, here we have the Bread that perisheth not;
ah, here we have the living Bread, that which satisfies the soul.
"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness,
for they shall be filled." Here we have the righteousness of God
exhibited in a way of rich grace. Oh, if God were to deal with us
believers according to our murmurings and complaints, according to
our doubts and fears and fault-findings, then we, too, should perish
in the wilderness. But as God bore-" suffered the manners" it is
called in the Scriptures-suffered the manners of Israel, murmuring
Israel, for forty years in the wilderness, so does our Heavenly Father
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still suffer the manners (alas 1) of His children who feed not upon the
earthly manna but upon the Heavenly Bread. Ah, we come, I fear,
perilously near the sin IJf ancient Israel when they said, "We loathe
this light bread." Ah, we come by practice perilously near the
commital of their sin, and therefore it is that to-night I would press
home upon the hearts and minds of my beloved hearers this great
'question, What think ye of Christ ~ 'What think ye of the Manna ~
You have heard what Israel said. You have heard what Israel thought
about the temporal, typical manna in the wilderness. They despised
it though they subsisted upon it. They set little price upon it. They
hungered and lusted for flesh. "Can He give us something else to
eat ~" Oh, may God keep our hearts that we wander not from the
true Bread even for a moment to lust after something besides Christ.
We are in great danger in these last days of being misled in this
matter. Men are presenting new doctrines and new theories for our
.acceptance in the Name of Christ, and are saying, " Lo, here is Christ."
" Lo, there is Christ." "This is of Christ." "The Christ of the cross
is not the Christ of this age, we must have a Christ suited to a new
condition of things." "We must have an advanced Christ for an
advanced Church. We must preach an advanced Gospel to a more
intellectual people than heard the old Gospel in the days gone by."
Oh, may God keep our ears from listening to the charmer, charm he
never so wisely in this matter of a new Gospel and of another Christ
than the Christ Who loved us and gave Himself for us, another Christ
than He Who bare our iniquities in His own sinless body on the tree,
and poured out of His poor broken heart those sighs and those cries of
agony, "My GDd, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" Another
,Christ! May God keep us simple in regard to our faith in the true
-Christ. May God keep our faith's gaze firmly fixed upon the Rock of
Ages. And may the old, old Gospel of the sovereign grace of God
continue to be sweet and still more sweet to ou..r taste. Ah, let us
,change the language of murmuring Israel, and say, Our souls love
this living Bread. Let us hold fast that which we have in these
things lest some man take our crown of rejoicing from us, for true
joy is only to be had through faith in the Crucified, because faith in
the Crucified is inseparable from the forgiveness of sins, inseparable
from peace with God, inseparable from a place amongst His sons and
daughters, inseparable from an heirship on high. A title which cannot
be gainsaid is ours through faith in Christ crucified, raised, glorified,
reigning and coming. We love this true Bread. May God give us
grace to hunger more continuously for it that we may be filled and thus
be made strong for service, strong to serve Him Who loved us and
gave Himself for us, strong to bear any appointed cross He may in
His wise discipline appoint for us, that He and He only may in all
things be glorified.
" As the earth was not drowned in a day, so it was not dried in a day."Matthew Henry.
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PILGRIM AND PROPHET.
A SERMON PREACHED BY MR. S. LEIGH HUNT, AT JIREH CHAPEL,
LEWES, ON MARCH 6TH, 1932.
"And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him."GENESIS v. 24.
GENESIS, as the name implies, is the book of beginnings, the inspired
record of the origin of the human race. It contains the generations
of the heavens and the earth; of Adam, Noah, the sons of Noah,
Shem, Terah, Ishmael, Isaac, Esau, and Jacob. This chapter is
entitled" the book of the generations of Adam," and with it should
be compared that other Genesis at the beginning of the New Testament, " the book of the generation of Jesus Christ." Both might be
described as family registers, but they differ in one important particular. The former is a "register of births and deaths," having for its
key-note the oft-recurring expression, "and he died." "Death
reigned from Adam to Moses," with one exception; but" as in Adam
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive." Hence in the
genealogy of our Lord Jesus we find no mention of death, for He is
"the resurrection and the life," and "hath brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel."
.The long lives of these antediluvian patriarchs are remarkable.
Was such longevity general at the period, or did it apply only to the
persons named 1 Moses prayed in the wilderness, saying, " The days
of our years are three-score years and ten," but nowhere in Scripture
are we told that seventy is the" allotted span of human life." Many
of the Lord's people are spared long beyond that age, yet many, too,
have been removed in their prime and in the midst of a life of gracious
usefulness. Abijah was brought to an early grave because in him
there was found " some good thing toward the Lord God of Israel."
Young Josiah was gathered to his fathers that his eyes might not
see the evil which the Lord would bring upon the land; and it is
noteworthy that the briefest life recorded in the pedigree before us is
that of Enoch.
The word" days" applied to the literal years of these patriarchs
seems to suggest that, after all, the longest life is really short. Even
Methuselah's 969 years came to an end ... "and he died." "Man that
is born of a woman is of few days." Looking forward, they appear
to be many; looking back, they are seen to have been few indeed.
Christian and worldling alike acknowledge this. "Brief life is here
our portion," says Bernard. "The cradle rocks us nearer to the
tomb," writes Young in his Night Thoughts, "and birth is nothing
but a death begun." The natural man has no better prospect. His
course is downward to the grave; the Christian's is upward to the
glory.
Great truths were revealed to and through the saints who lived at
this early period. Abel, being born of God, and of the woman's
seed, brought a. sacrifice which recognized atonement by blood a.s the
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sole means whereby a guilty sinner can approach a holy God, thus
witnessing to the initial truth that " without shedding of blood is no
remission." Martyred for his testimony, he became the first saint in
the Church triumphant. Cain was of that wicked one, the seed of
the serpent; he brought of the fruit of his toil an offering that was
not accepted. The need for public worship was made known to Seth
and Enos, in whose days" began men to call upon the name of the
Lord," assembled as a Church. The great doctrines of election,
regeneration and justification are set forth by the life and conversation
of Enoch.
His name is said to signify "consecrated, dedicated, initiated."
By whom was Enoch consecrated ~ Doubtless, in due season he was
given grace to present himself as a lively sacrifice, acceptable unto
God, but that was only possible because of the Covenant of grace in
which God had previously consecrated him.
" Election! 'tis a. word divine;
For. Lord. I plainly see,
Had not Thy choice prevented mine,
I ne'er had chosen Thee" (Hart).

The word of Jehovah to Jeremiah would have been equally applicable
to Enoch: "Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and
before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I
ordained thee a prophet unto the nations." With Job he could have
said, "He performeth the thing that is appointed for me, and many
such things are with Him." Every event in Enoch's life, every step
of his pathway, had been provided for in "an everlasting Covenant,
ordered in all things and sure," so perfect in every detail that it
needed not to grow.
Walking implies life. Twice in this brief biography we are told
that "Enoch walked wjth God." Once the Creator, greatly condescending, walked with His creature in paradise, but communion
was broken by the fall. In the day that Adam transgressed he died
spiritually, and his descendants are born into this world children of
disobedience, dead in trespasses and sins, and consequently unable
to walk with God. At first Enoch walked as other men, but when
he was sixty-five years of age it pleased God to reveal His Son in him,
to quicken him by His Spirit, and to initiate him by precious faith
into communion with Himself. Often His voice is heard in some
family crisis, more often perhaps at a death than at a birth, but Enoch
seems to have heard it for the first time at the cradle of Methuselah,
and henceforth he " walked with God." When Abraham was ninetynine ye;ars old the Lord appeared to him, and said, " I am the Almighty
God; walk before Me and be thou perfect." Promises concerning the
everlasting Covenant and Abraham's Seed follow immediately, for it
was only by the grace of that Covenant and in the perfection and
completeness of that Holy One Who is its Mediator, that poor sinners
like Abraham or Enoch could walk before God and be perfect. By
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nature there was nothing in Enoch " that could merit esteem, ot give
the Creator delight," but One instead of him was seen as he ~valked
with the holy God, and the Father could say as He viewed him in the
Son of His love, " Thou art all fair, Enoch, there is no spot in thee."
" He had this testimony, that he pleased God."
Walking suggests communion. "Can two walk together, except
they be agreed 1" Enoch found no fault with God or Hi plan of
salvation. Precious faith enabled him to receive His testimony con"
cerning himself as a sinner, and to look forward to One Who should
come in the fulness of time to bear away his sin. And so for three
centuries he walked with God. Earthly friends fail llnd leave us.
As we walk with them they discover our limitations and vice versa.
But walking with the infinite God, Enoch found that there was no
limit to His love, and no reason to desire a change of company. Communion was so sweet that it carried him, almost imperceptibly, beyond
the confines of time and space into paradise.
Walking characterizes the pilgrim. The grace that put a difference
between Enoch and an ungodly world, constituted him "a stranger
in the earth." Bunyan has been blamed because his pilgrims are so
few. Walking with God, Enoch must have realized" what a narrow,
narrow path is that which leads to life," and how" few there be that
find it." Religion has been described as something which the individual experiences in solitude. Yet Enoch was no monk or hermit;
he lived in the world not in a monastery; he was married and
" begat sons and daughters," and while not of the world he sojourned
'in it " as in a strange country."
Walking with the great God is a great privilege! "I took them
by the hand," He says of His people, " to bring them out of he land
of Egypt." At 365 years of age Enoch was still a little one in His
sight; he could not walk alone, but God took him by the hand and
led him along. It was an instructive walk; often his heart would
burn within him as One talked with him by the way. Enocb's God
was not the "unknown God" of ancient Athens or the unknowable
deity of the modern agnostic, but the great Jebovah Who at sundry
times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers,
and hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son. Enoch's was
a holy walk, for there were good works before ordained for him to
walk in them. It was a happy walk, and yet not free from sorrow;
sometimes it took him to the mountain-top, whence he could view
the promised land, then the road would descend again into the valley,
where all was darkness and confusion. There he would hear a voice
saying, " Who is among you that feareth the Lord . . . that walketh
in darkness and hath no light? Let him trust in the name. of the
Lord, and stay upon his God." And Enoch would feel that:"It is better to walk with God in the dark
Than tJo walk alone in the light."

Enoch is the second of the elders in the gallery of faith recorded
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in the Epistle to the Hebrews. "The seventh from Adam," he is
called by the Apostle Jude, and thus distinguished from that Enoch
in the line of Cain who was the third from Adam. His words stand
in sharp contrast with those of Lamech, another "seventh from
Adam," as recorded in the previous chapter. Enoch prophesied, saying, " Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, to
execute judgment upon all and to convince all that are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deeds." The wicked shall be condemned not for lack of spiritual faith but for "all their ungodly
deeds." Enoch had not to wait thousands of years for the Lord to
visit his soul. He loved His appearing. If God hid His face, Enoch's
cry would be that of David, " 0 when wilt Thou come unto me again ~
o visit me with Thy salvation." And delightful would be the season
of refreshment from the presence of the Lord vouchsafed in answer
to such a prayer.
So " Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him."
" By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death, and
was not found, because God had translated him." At the birth of
Methuselah he had been translated from the power of darkness that
he should not see eternal death, and now an additional, though lesser,
favour is bestowed in the taking up of body and soul into paradise.
"Before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased
God." Then he must have displeased man. Such a message as his
was not calculated to make him popular. "He was not found."
Then he was sought for, doubtless by his enemies, and with no good
intent. It may be that they had mocked him as the boys at Bethel
mocked Elisha, saying, "Go up, thou b3-ldhead." And now Enoch
had gone up. No doubt he was missed also by his friends. When
Elijah was taken up into heaven by a whirlwind in a chariot of fire,
the young prophets sought him for three days, but without success.
Enoch, the pilgrim-prophet, was surely missed from the congregation
of the saints.
What had happened to him ~ There are some who tell us that a
life of holy communion with God here is swallowed up in sleep hereafter. A poor exchange that would-be; not" gain" and" far better,"
but rather the reverse :.. And can He have taught me to trust in His name,
And thus far have brought me to put me to shame?"
(Newton).

The Confession incorporated in the trust-deed of this Chapel declares
that the souls of men after death" neither die nor sleep," but that
" the souls of the righteous, being then made perfect in holiness, are
received into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of God
in light and glory, waiting for the full redemption of their bodies."
Communion does not cease when the soul quits the body. Rather is
it intensified, enlarged, uninterrupted by sin. •• Having loved His
own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end," not
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merely unto the end of (heir sins, of their sorrows, of their lives, but
beyond-unto the end of their need of Him, and. that will never end.
"How strange is the course that a Christian must steer I
How perplext is the path he must trea.d" (Hart).

Yet all the while he is being led forth by the right way, that he·
may go to a city of habitation, whose builder and maker is God.

SERMONETTE.
THE DISPENSATION OF GRACE.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

A DISPENSATION, in a theological sense, may be defined to be a Divine·
administration, or a period of time in which God is dealing with
mankind in a certain way. For example, there was the patriarchal
dispensation suited to mankind after the fall, and before the law was
given. Then there was the dispensation of Israel under the law.
This has been succeeded by the dispensation of grace. "The law was
given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ" (John i.
17). Each preceding dispensation has terminated with failure on
man's part. Mankind fell from a state of innocence, and brought
ruin, sin, and death upon the whole race. " By man came death."
"In Adam all die" (1 Cor. xv. 21, 22). Man, when created, was put
under probation. He was tried, and tested and failed. He is a
ruined creature. Under the righteous law of God he is proved to be
guilty, and deserving of His judgment. "Now we know that what
things soever the law saith, it speaketh to them that are under the
law; that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may be
brought under the judgment of God" (Rom. iii. 19, R.V.). The only
hope of reinstation to the favour of God is His sovereign grace. And
this He has displayed in that He "spared not His own Son," but
" gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish" (Rom. viii. 32; John iii. 16).
"The grace of God is His kindness towards us in Christ Jesus.
In this dispensation, the glad tidings of the grace of God are set forth
in the written Word, the Holy Scriptures, and are proclaimed by all
His sent servants (Acts xx. 24). All is of grace! Redemption, the
remission of sins, justification, effectual calling, sanctification, preservation, salvation, and glorification, all are of grace, in and through
Jesus Christ.
What folly and ingratitude to turn a deaf ear to, or to despise and
reject, the glad tidings of the grace of God! Yet this proud man,
" dead in trespasses and sins," and clinging to his own fancied righteousness, most surely does, in the exercise of his boasted free-will! And
all, without exception, would thus reject the Gospel had not God,
in the riches of grace, and according to the Covenant of grace, chosen
a people whom He is taking out of the nations by the preaching of
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the Gospel, accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit. And
therefore believers are pertinently asked: "Who maketh thee to
differ from another ~ and what hast thou which thou didst not
receive ~ " (1 Cor. iv. 7).
Now each preceding dispensation has ended with judgment, and
it is foretold that the dispensation of grace will likewise so end, and be
succeeded by "The Day of the Lord," in which" The Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with the angels of His power, in flaming
fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of His power" (2 Thess. i. 7-9).
Truly there is a responsibility under the Gospel. "How shall we
escape if we neglect so great salvation ~" Reader," Now is the
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation."

BISHOP BARNES AND "OUR COUSINS."
before the University of Cambridge, on Sunday, May 1st
last, on the subject of Science and Faith, the Bishop of Birmingham
(Dr. Barnes) said, according to the Morning Post:
"We are the highest of the mammals. We have emerged quite
recently, as geological time is measured, from some group of anthropoid
apes. The gorilla and the chimpanzee are literally our cousins. Our
sins result from the persistence of animal instincts which war against
the recent moral and spiritual growth that is still sadly imperfect in
humanity."
"Contrast such new truth with old error. That Adam, tempted
by Eve, ate an apple which caused him to 'fall,' and that, through
this fall, sin and death came into the world. Such teaching is now
incredible."
Dr. Barnes evidently claims relationship with tbe anthropoid apes.
They are" cousins" ot bis. He also claims that they are DU?" cousins.
We, however, on the authority of· Scripture, disown the relationship.
It is evident that Dr. Barnes does not believe the Bible account of
the origin of man. The first chapter of Genesis teaches that man is
a special creation. "God created man in His own image, in the image
of God created He him; male and female created He them" (Gen. i. 27).
Our Lord endorsed this teaching. He said, "Have ye not read,
that He which made them at the beginning made them male and
female ~ " (Matt. xix. 4).
We believe that Christ, and the Bible which He inspired by His
Spirit, are higher authorities than Bishop Barnes, and we are grieved
beyond measure that one occupying so important a position should
repudiate the teaching of Scripture on the origin of man.
Not only so, but he says that the old teaching as to the fall of man
" is now incredible." Here we would point out that the Bible account
PREACHING
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of the fall says nothing about Adam eating an apple. He partook
of the forbidden fruit, but the Bible is silent as to the kind of fruit it
was.
The sad thing is that a Bishop of the Church of England should
declare that the old teaching as to the fall" is now incredible." No
doubt it is to the natural man, for we read that " The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he 1."l10W them, because they are spiritually
discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14).
Before the mighty change was wrought in Saul of Tarsus - by
regenerating and converting grace he was a deadly opponent of Jesus
of Nazareth and of all His followers, and of the truths which they
taught. Afterwards, however, he became a preacher of the faith
which once he destroyed.
The record of the fall is endorsed by the inspired Apostle Paul.
He says, "By one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned"
(Rom. v. 12). He expressly says, " the serpent beguiled Eve through
his subtilty " (2 Cor. xi. 3). He tells us that" Adam was first formed,
then Eve." That fact is recorded in Genesis ii. Then he adds,
" And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in
the transgression." That fact is suggested by the narrative in
Genesis iii. (1 Tim. ii. 13, 14). If we say that the old teaching as to
the fall" is now incredible" we must, in effect, say that the teaching
of the inspired Apostle Paul, as well as the record in Genesis iii.
surpasses belief. It cannot be relied on. In other words, we must
throw over the inspired apostle and the inspired Word. We remember
reading that another prominent dignitary of the Church of England
said many years ago at a Church Congress, " The doctrine of Paul is
not for ever binding upon human souls."
It is indeed appalling to read of the things now often uaid by
prominent men in the professing Church.
May the Lord in His mercy enable us to stand fast in the faith and
to quit us like men in these days of departure from the old truths.
It is plain that if we receive the teachings of many leading men
we must throw over the Bible. Our Lord says, "Had ye believed
Moses, ye would have believed Me: for he wrote of Me. But if ye
believe not his writings, how shall ye believe My words ~ " (John v.
46, 47). Our Lord endorsed the writings of Moses. We do well if
we follow His example.
"WHEREVER we go, let us not fail to take our religion a10ng with
us."-Matthew Henry.
"OUTWARD judgments, though they may terrify and restrain men,
yet cannot of themselves sanctify and renew them, without the grace
of God working with them. Man's nature was as sinful after the
deluge as it had been before."-Matthew Henry.
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LINKS OF LOVE AND TRIUMPH.
I INTE::\'DED to write on quite a different subject this month from the
one I am taking, but am led to quite a different line of thought, and
pray that" just the word from Himself" may be given to the heart
of the reader.
A letter from a very dearly loved reader of the GOSPEL l\iAGAZINE
which was written during her voyage across the Atlantic home to
America was so impressive that I feel I must quote her words. I
know she will forgive me, since they are used for HIm and His glory
-Him Whom we both love. "He rideth upon the heaven in thy
help and in His excellency on the sky." And He gave her such a
beautiful picture in the sky on her journey over the trackless ocean
that must indeed have been glorious to the eye and a rejoicing to the
hear , remembering His words of old and His bond to His people.
She rejoiced in" wonderful weather, a calm sea, and bright sunshine."
She adds, " The ocean has been grand. As far as the eye can reach
it has been a vast expanse of deep, deep blue, the horizon so distinct
and so straight, it looked as if a ruler had been used to mark it. I
have enjoyed watching the nearer waves toss the spray from one to
the other, which has burst and reflected the prismatic colours, like
myriads of sparkling jewels. On Wednesday afternoon there was a
beautiful rainbow at the stern of the boat, which formed a perfect
arch-either end losing itself in the blue waters, the white masses
of cloud behind catching all the lovely colours. We seemed to have
come hrough it.
'I do set my bow in the cloud! '
'My bow!' How condescending it is of our God to come down to
our level of comprehension! 'When I look upon the bow I will remember
My Covenant.' His Covenant with man-guilty man ! "
This must have been a very sublime and most impressive sight in
the vast expanse of ocean, the bright rainbow stretching from end to
end on white clouds. His colours of red redemption, blue faithfulness,
gold glory, all the prismatic colours, thus suggestive of spiritual
significations, forming together His picture of promise on the background of white purity, the state in which He looks upon His people
and sees them covered with His glory-Christ Himself. We can never
eXhaust the fulness and deep significance of this sky picture which
He Himself delineated. "I do set My bow on the cloud." His bow,
the token of the Covenant, "the Covenant which I make between
Me and you." So condescending-CC Me" and" you "-" I do setI will remember, I will look upon it that I may remember the everla..~ting
Covenant" (Gen. ix. 12-17). And it is a great source of personal comfort
and feeling of nearness to Himsdf that when I see the. rainbow I know
He is looking at it, too, and remembering His Covenant. "He will
ever be mindful of His Covenant." How He loves additions. How
many" ands " there are in His blessings! The rainbow is a perpetual
reminder to Him and to us of His Covenant, a link stretching from
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Himself to us, a visible link. That beautiful rainbow on the Atlantic
was a picture, a visible picture from Himself, from end to end losing
itself in "the ocean of His love," shining with the jewels of His glory.
I am writing on Ascension Day, so-called from the special remembrances by many this day, initial remembrance of the ascension into
heaven of our glorified Redeemer-His work accomplished, the victory
won, the eternal possession of His Covenant people assured, He ascended
to His Father's glory. "He led them out as far as to Bethany,"
beloved Bethany, in which He had passed so many hours of sweet
fellowship with Martha and Mary and Lazarus, the resort of rest from
the opposition and resentment of Jews, priests, Pharisees and enemies
with many devices. "There they made Him a supper and Martha
served" six days before the Passover. The next day the palm branches
and Hosannas. Soon after His last supper and His comforting and
most precious words, which have cheered and strengthened the elect of
God, His blood-bought people through all the centuries since, then His
agony in Gethsemane, His betrayal and His cruel death that bought
our salvation, the victorious cry, " It is finished."
" 'It is finished,'
Saints, from hence your comfort draw."
But after His resurrection Bethany was not forgotten. "He led them
out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands, and it came to
pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from them, and carried
up into heaven." The words that have been laid upon my heart
lately, full of sweetest union and assu'rance, are, "I ascend unto My
Father and your Father, and to My God and your God." Such complete
oneness expressed My and YOU1·. These" ands" form the completion,
the climax, the victory, words of union with Him-the gloriou consummation of all desire. "It is fim:Shed." His death cry of accomplished atonement and salvation. And now, "I ascend unto My
Father and your Father; and to My God and your God "-My and
your. Indissoluble union, one with Him and He with us~ne in
Him. It is the triumphal exclamation of complete union, death in
His death, resurrection in His resurrection, ascension in His ascension.
Bound in everlasting bonds in Christ.
"No separation! precious thought,
That Christ is with me here;
And bome to heaven I must be brought,
For Jesus Christ is there."
"This same Jesus," "the same yesterday and to-day and -for
ever." "This same Jesus shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
Him go." "I in them and Thou in Me." "The love wherewith Thou
hast loved Me . . . in them, and I in them." Wonderful, inexpressible,
exhaustless, most precious, everlasting love!
"Rejoice, believer, in the Lord,
Who makes your cause HiB own."
NETTlE.
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SEEN WE LOVE.

By MR. JAMES E. FLEGG, SECRETARY OF THE AGED
PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
" I LOVED him though I had never seen him." So said a friend, some
time since, in reference to a brother whose death was causing him
great sorrow. The circumstances were peculiar. Many years previously, his parents' eldest son had left them to seek his welfare abroad.
Providence prospered him; but so tied was he by his engagements
that it was a long time before he was able to revisit his native land.
But he never forgot the "old folks at home"; and to the utmost
of his power maintained the lovelinks that bind hearts in union and
fellowship. His communications were tender and frequent, and
were often conjoined with affection's offerings in the form of welcome
gifts.
Thus, though far away, he lived in their continual remembrance.
His likeness adorned their ..walls and was often looked at with joy.
Shortly after his departure, another child was born to them which
lived to become the friend whose words are recorded above. From
his infancy this brother beyond the sea was a delightful fact to him.
He was taught to look at the portrait and say in baby accents who
it was. Tender messages conveyed by letter from a heart that was
far away were often voiced by lips that were near and dear. Hence
the brother whom he had never seen grew to be one of the bright
realities of his life.
By and by the glad tidings came that the absent one would soon
visit home once more; and the lad, now fast approaching manhood,
rejoiced in the anticipation of seeing his brother for the first time.
But this was not to be; for he died when returning and his body
only reached them to be deposited in an English grave. To this, my
friend, whose grief was very great, referred when he said, I never
saw him but I loved him.
This recalls and illustrates Peter's words, "Whom having not seen
ye love."
" ot with our mortal eyes have-we beheld the Lord,
Yet we rejoice to hear His name and love Him in His word,"
He is not unknown to us now. By faith we gaze on His portrait
as given in the Gospel. His communications delight us. We therefore
sing of Him as our elder Brother,
"Our Saviour! whom absent we love,
Whom, not having seen, we adore,"
He, too, is coming. This is our glorious hope, a hope that will
assuredly be realized. "We shall see Him as He is, and
".Then shall the veil be removed and round us His brightness be
poured;
We shall meet Him whom absent we loved, we shall see Whom
unseen we adored."
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A SEPARATE PEARL.
I WAS struck the other day with two or three verses in the middle of
one of the Apostle Paul's long arguments, and was thinking that they
ought not of course to be disconnected from the whole, when this
rather comforted me: "Every separate gate was of one pearl." The
application may not be very apparent, but it seemed to mean that
any part of the Lord's whole is in itself perfect, though detached,
and if His light shine on anyone of the jewels that go to make up
the entirety, it will reveal an untarnished beauty. But indeed we
need His light. The Ethiopian eunuch would have required a very
large chariot if all joined him who felt like him. How could he understand except some man guided him? That was a happy day for him :
it was at the commandment of the God of heaven and earth that
Philip and himself should meet in the desert, and that there the
listening ears and heart of the stranger should be filled with the Name
of Jesus. It was Jesus Himself Who promised to His flock as He
left them that the Comforter Whom He would send in the Father's
Name would lead them into all truth, and, with or without means,
they have all been taught of God. We need Him to open to us the
Scriptures, whether by beginning at Moses and all the prophets, or
by speaking one word as He did to the solitary mourner in the garden.
The particular passage that I was afraid of wrenching from its
context was this: "What shall we say then? That the Gentiles
which followed not after righteousness have attained to righteousness,
even the righteousness which is of God by faith: but Israel which
followed after the law of righteousness hath not attained to the law
of righteousness. Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith,
but as it were by the works of the law, for they stumbled at that
Stumbling-stone; as it is written, Behold I lay in Zion a stumblingstone and rock of offence, and who oever believeth in Him shall not
be ashamed." These verses come at the end of chapter ix. to the
Romans, and of course are about literal Jews and Gentiles. Israel,
for centuries seeking, did not find. The Gentiles, doing nothing, as
it were, "found" the righteousness of God. Christ was found of
them that sought Him not, and to their unspeakable enrichment.
What a gulf there is between our labouring for the favour of the
Almighty, and His free gift of power to abandon all and to believe in
Christ. There is "a principle within," and like the Jew it was first
in the field, that thinks, and hopes, and strives continually "as it
were by the works of the law," to bring or keep ourselves right with
God. Nothing that is innate and natural can become Divine. It
is in His pure mercy and power (and who could endure to be
outside His mercy?) that the Lord brings a new thing and gives
a living faith which embraces Christ. The Lord said, "Blessed
are they that hunger and thirst a.fter righteousness." Hunger and
thirst must ever be unhappy and unsatisfying emotions. And the
more so, I suppose, when they are inextricably mixed with the striving
of our nature which seeks to justify itself before God. We know not
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how to array our forces, but the warfare goes on. Faith is resting
on Christ: works are clanging in our ears. A struggling dear told
me yesterday of one of the jewels that the Lord gave her Himself
once. In the place where she was she had no friend in the Gospel,
but looked and looked, and in each new face hoped to find one that
would dance to her piping of grace. Hopes rose only to fall, and she
was inclined to be weary, until one time when she was at it again,
as if at a painful sort of duty, the words" flashed" into her mind,
" as if they were spoken aloud "-" It is finished." She still labours
on, but every now and then the Comforter brings back the words,
and she knows the attainment of that righteousness which is by faith.
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE DOCTRINE OF THE PERSON OF THE SON.
By PASTOR J. WILLOUGHBY, M.A.

(A Paper read at the Annual Conference of the Sovereign Grace
Union, held at Grove Chapel, London, May, 1930.)
No subject can be of greater importance than the doctrine of the
Person of the Son. We shall, God willing, consider some of the teaching of the Scriptures concerning His Deity, His Sonship, His Generation, and His Humanity. May the Holy Spirit open our understanding
so that we may understand these Scriptures, and see our own littleness, and gaze with profound confidence and deepest reverence on
God's infinitely great and glorious Son.

I.

HIS DEITY.

The Son has been given" a name that is above every name." Now,
since it is above every name, it cannot be the name of any mere creature;
it must be a name peculiar to God. All authority in heaven and in
earth has been given to the Son; therefore He has all the authority of
God. He says, " The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all
judgment to the Son, that all men should honour the Son, even as they
honour the Father"; and the Father says of the Son, "Let all the
angels of God worship Him"; and in the Book of Revelation we read,
" And every created thing which is in the heaven, and on the earth,
and under the earth, and on the sea, and all things that are in them,
heard I saying, Unto Him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb,
be the blessing and the honour, and the glory, and the dominion for
ever and ever. And the four living creatures said, Amen. And the
elders fell down and worshipped."
The Son, then, has a name that is peculiar to God; He has all the
authority of God; all men should honour the Son, even as they honour
God; the Son rightly receives worship due only to God; hence the
Son is God.
The Son is "the image of the invisible God." It is true that some
18

262

The Gospel Magazine

images are not exact likenesses, but an impressed image, as of a seal
in wax', is an exact likeness-exact in magnitude and form. The Son
is the" express image "-that is, "the impressed image "-" of His
(Father's) Person." The image is an exad likeness-exact in " magnitude." and "form." Therefore, as regards magnitude-I mean,
as regards greatness-the Son is infinite, and as regards "form"
He is "in the form of God." Where the Scriptures speak of Him
as " being in the form of God," they almost immediately speak of Him as
" taking the form of a servant." But" taking the form of a servant"
was becoming a very servant-His Father's "righteous servant";
therefore, " being in the form of God" is being very God.
Certain wondrous things have been done, not by any mere creature,
but only by God. " Blessed be the Lord God Who only doeth wondrous
things"; "Give thanks to the Lord of lords . . . Who alone doeth
great wonders." But all these wondrous things have been done by
the Son, and done by Him in exactly the way in which they have been
done by the Father. For whatsoever things He (the Father) doeth,
these doeth the Son in like manner,. therefore the Son is God.
We find the Son making Himself equal with God: "He ... called
God His own Father, making Himself equal with God"; that is, making
Himself God; for' only a person who is God is equal with God.
. In the sense in which a master is greater than a servant, one human
person can be greater than another at a time when, as regards human
nature and human attributes, both persons may be absolutely equal. In
like manner, since the Son, when here on earth in human form, was His
Father's Servant, there was a sense in which the Father was greater
than the Son at a time when, as regards Divine nature and Divine
attributes, both were absolutely equal.
According to the Scriptures, the following statements are true:
The Son is the Person whom Isaiah in his marvellous vision saw" high
and lifted up "; the Person whom Isaiah in his marvellous vision saw
" high and lifted up " is Jehovah; therefore the Son is Jehovah. The
Son is the Person addressed in the words, " Of old hast .trhou laid the
foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the work of Thine hands" ;
the Person addressed in the woids, " Of old hast Thou laid the foundation of the earth," etc., is God; therefore the Son is God.
The Son is " the First and the Last," " the First and the Last" is
Jehovah; therefore the Son is Jehovah. The Son is " the Alpha and
the Omega" I "the Alpha and the Omega" is God; therefore the
Son is God.
In many passages of Scripture the Son is called " God": "His name
shall be called the mighty God"; "Thomas saith unto Him, My Lord
and my God"; "Feed the Church of God,' which He purchased with
His own blood"; "Of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came,
Who is over all, God blessed for ever"; ". . . looking for the blessed
hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus
Ohrist "; "Of the Son He saith, Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and
ever." The Son i.. God.
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Il. HIS SONSHIP.
1, His Sonship is a relationship INSIDE THE GODHEAD; that is to
say, He is Son in His Divine nature. We have seen that the Son, in
asserting that God was His own Father, was making Himself equal
with God. Now when the Son, in claiming that God was His own
Father, was claiming equality with God, it cannot be that He was
. merely claiming to be a Son by adoption; for that would not be claiming
equality with God. Believers are sons of God by adoption, but believers are infinitely far from being equal with God. It cannot be that
He was merely claiming to be a Son by office; for that would not be
claiming equality with God: the ancient judges were sons of God
by office, but they were infinitely far from being equal with God. It
cannot be that He was merely claiming to be a Son by His miraculous
conception; for the Holy Spirit, being Almighty God, could, if He so
pleased, cause the miraculous conception of a human being that would
have no super-human nature at all. It cannot be that He was merely
claiming to be a Son,by the possession of a human soul produced in some
extr,aordinary way by the Father; for the Father, being Almighty God,
could, if He so pleased, create a super-human being, and then produce
a human soul in that super-human being-a being that would not be
God at all. It must be that He was claiming to be the Son by a something inside the Godhead. He was claiming to be Son in His Divine
nature, His claim clearly implies that just as an earthly son is human
in exactly the sense in which an earthly father is human, so the Heavenly
Son is Divine in exactly the sense in which His Heavenly Father is
Divine. Manifestly, unless all this were implied, the Son in making
the claim we have been considering would not be making Himself
equal with God. The Son, then, is Son by a something within the
Godhead. The paternity of the Father and the filiation of the Son are a
paternity and a filiation inside the Godhead. The filiation involves
no inferiority whatsoever in the Son; for it is by this filiation that
the Son is equal with God. The Son of the Father, then, is Son in His
Divine nature.

2. The Sonship is ETERNAL. If ever in the past the Son had not
been Son in His Divine nature, and -then became such, this would have
involved a stupendous change inside the Godhead; if ever in the future He
should be Son of God in His Divine nature, and then ceased to be such,
this would involve a stupendous change inside the Godhead; but the
Godhead is unchangeable, therefore His Sonship is eternal.

Ill. HIS GENERATION.
We have seen that He is Son of God by a something inside the Godhead. What is this something 1 It is that something by which every
proper son is a son, namely, generation. The Son is the Father's
generated Son. "Generated" means" begotten." He is the Father's
begoUen Son: "God so loved the world, that He gave His only begoUen
Son"; "The only begouen Son which is in the bosom of the Father,
He hath declared Him."
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1. He was the begotten Son of God WHEN HE WAS HERE ON EARTH =
" The Word became flesh, and dwelt (as in a tabernacle) among us (and
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten from the Father}
full of grace and truth." For a time Jehovah dwelt in a tabernacleon earth, and the Hebrews beheld His glory-they beheld the bright
Shekinah that indicated His Divine Presence. For a time Jehovah.
the Son dwelt in a tabernacle of flesh on earth, and on the Mount of
Transfiguration Peter, James and John beheld His glory-they beheld
the bright Shekinah that indicated His Divine Presence, and that was
the glory as of the only begouen from the Father. In His Divine nature,
then, He was God's only begotten Son when He was here on earth.
2. He was the begotten Son BEFORE HE CAME TO EARTH. "And
the Lord of the vineyard said, What shall I do? I will send my beloved Son." God sent His only begotten Son into the world"; "God
sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world"; "And the
Word became flesh and dwelt (as a tabernacle) among us (and we
beheld His glory" the glory as of the only begotten from the Father)
full of grace and truth." "From the Fat,her " means" from the Father
in heaven." The Father is frequently represented as being in heaven.
At least six times the Son says, "My Father which is in heaven."
While the Father, being God, is everywhere, nevertheless, in a special
sense, the Father is in heaven: the bright Shekinah perpetually indicates His Presence there. Accordingly the Son says, " I came down
from heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me" ;
" I came outfr01n the Father, and am come into the world." The foregoing Scriptures, when taken together, show that just as the son mentioned in the parable was son of the lord before he came out from his
father and came into the vineyard, so the Son of God was His only
begotten Son before He came out from the Father and came into the
world. He was Son before His incarnation, Christ uses the sending
of the son by the lord into the vineyard to illustrate the sending of
Himself by His Father into the world.
3. He was the begotten Son of God BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE
WORLD. In the Epistle to the Colossians the Son is said to be
"7rpWrOrOl;or; 7rCHT1Jr; l;rL'rEWr;." - In the Authorized Version these
words are rendered by " the firstborn of every creature." They are
capable, however, of meaning, " born or begotten before all creation,"
and in view of the context in which it is stated that He is " God's dear
Son"; that He " is the image of the invisible God"; that" by Him
were all things created," and that" He is before all things "-in view
of the context, it is reasonable and natural to conclude that" born or
begotten before all creation" is what the phrase in question was
intended to mean. In harmony with this interpretation, the Son,
addressing the Father, said, " And now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me
with Thine own Self with the glory which I had with Thee before the
world was."
That the Son was begotten before the creation of the world will be
very manifest from the following argument.
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4. HE ALWAYS HAS BEEN, AND ALWAYS WILL BE, the begotten Son
of God. We have seen that He is the begotten Son in His Divine
nature. Now, if ever in the past He had not been the begotten Son,
and then became such, that would have involved a stupendous change
inside the Godhead; if ever in the future He should be the begotten
Son of God, and then should cease to be such, that would involve a
stupendous change inside the Godhead; but according to the Scriptures the Godhead is unchangeable,. therefore the Son always has been,
and always will be, the begotten Son of God.
5. He is the begotten Son of God BY ETERNAL GENERATION. It is
thought that since this is an extremely mysterious doctrine, it should
not be considered at all. Well, I cannot conceive a more mysterious
doctrine than that of the Trinity; are we, therefore, not to consider
the doctrine of the Trinity at all 1 If any doctrine be plainly expressed or clearly implied in the Scriptures, we ought to consider it,
however mysterious it may be.
It is thought that the doctrine of eternal generation is contrary to
reason-that eternal generation could not be. Well, figuratively
speaking, the ordinary sun in the heavens is continuously generating
light. That sun, of course, had a beginning, and will have an ending;
but if it never had a beginning, and should never have an ending,
then there would be, figuratively speaking, eternal generation of light.
Now, just as no one on earth knows enough about the nature and mode
of existence of Deity to be in a position to say that in the Godhead
there cannot be Three Persons in One Essence and One Essence in
Three Persons, so no one on earth knows enough about the nature and
mode of existence of Deity to be in a position to say that there cannot
be inside the Godhead something to which the supposed eternal generation of light is in some faint measure analogous.
Now, that inside the Godhead there is an eternal generation is
clearly implied in the Scriptures. We have seen that the Son always
has been, and always will be, the begotten Son of God; that is, genemted
Son of God. Then there has been a genemting. This must be so.
Now, it must be that this generating is something either (a) with a
beginning and with an ending; or (b) with a beginning, but without
an ending; or (c) without a beginning, but with an ending; or (d)
without either a beginning or an ending. There can be only these four
alternatives. Let us examine them one by one. (a) It cannot be that
this generating is something with both a beginning and an ending;
for, in the first place, this would involve a stupendous change inside
the Godhead, but the Godhead is unchangeable; and, in the second
place, this would imply that the Son has not always been the begotten
Son of God, but we have seen that His proper Sonship is eternal.
Hence, the first alternative is not true. (b) It cannot be that the
generating is something with a beginning, even if it should be without
an ending; for this also would involve a stupendous change inside
:the Godhead, and this also would imply that the Son has not always
been the begotten Son of God. Hence, the second alternative is not
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true. (0) It cannot be that the generating is something with an
ending, even if it should be without a beginning; for this likewise
would involve a stupendous change inside the Godhead, namely, the
cessation of the generating. Hence, the third alternative is not true.
(d) But since one of the four alternatives must be true, and since the
first, second and third are not true, it follows that the fourth alternative
is true, namely, that the generating is something without either beginning
or ending; that is to say, the generating is eternal. The Son is the
Son of God by eternal generation.
IV.

HIS HUMANITY.

Time will not permit me to deal at any considerable length with this
part of my subject; I shall, therefore, be content t{) make the following
brief remarks :The Scriptures clearly teach that the Eternal Son of God became
Man, that as Man He was conceived of the Holy Spirit, that He was
born of the Virgin Mary, that He had a human soul and a human body,
that He died for our sins, that He was buried, that He rose again, that
He ascended into heaven, that He is now in His glorified human nature
at God's right hand interceding for His people, that He will return to
judge the living and the dead, and that He will remain perfect Man
as well as perfect God for ever and ever.
It was necessary that He should become man in order that He might
in human nature obey the precepts of the law which His people ought
to have obeyed, and that He might pay the penalty of the law which
His people ought to have paid-all in His people's room and stead.
He died that His people might be delivered from condemnation and
eternal death; He obeyed that His people might receive justification
and eternal life.
May God the Holy Spirit give to us a humbling sight and sense of
our deep need of Him Who is Son of God and Son of Man. May God
the Holy Spirit enable each one of us individually to say with adoring
wonder, love and praise:
"Upon a life I did not live,
Upon a death I did not die;
Another's life, Another's death,
I stake my whole eternity."

N.B.-In the reference to the generating of light, there was nO'
intention whatever of suggesting that in the above paper the language
regarding the generating of the Son is figurative.
The passage, "The Word was God," was inadvertently omitted
from the proofs of the Deity of the Son.

" THE vilest sinner may, for aught we can tell, appertain to the election
of grace, and be one day wrought upon by the Spirit of God."-Jerom
Zanchius.
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FOUR BUNYAN CHARACTERS.
(From" The Pilgrim's Progress.")
Now I saw in my dream, that Christian and Hopeful forsook him,
and kept their distance before him; but one of them, looking back,
saw three men following Mr. By-ends; and, behold, as they came up
with him, he made them a very low congee; and they also gave him
a compliment. The men's names were, Mr. Hold-the-world, Mr.
Money-love, and Mr. Save-all, men that Mr. By-ends had formerly
been acquainted with, for in their minority they were schoQl-fellows,
and were taught by one Mr. Gripe-man, a schoolmaster in Love-gain,
which is a market-town in the county of Coveting, in the North.
This schoolmaster taught them the art of getting, either by violence,
cozenage, flattery, lying, or by putting on a guise of religion; and
these four gentlemen had attained much of the art of their master,
eo that they could each of them have kept such a school themselves.
Well, when they had, as I said, thus saluted each other, Mr. Moneylove said to Mr. By-ends, Who are they upon the road before us 1
for Christian and Hopeful were yet within view.
By. They are a couple of far countrymen, that, after their mode,
are going on pilgrimage.
MONEY. Alas! why did they not stay, that we might have had
their good company 1 for they and we, and you, sir, I hope a1."e all
going on a pilgrimage.
By. We are so, indeed; but the men before us are so rigid, and
love so much their own notions, and do also lightly esteem the opinions
of others, that let a man be ever so godly, yet if he jumps not with
them in all things, they thrust him quite out of their company.
MR. SAVE. That's bad; but we read of some that are righteous
overmuch, and such men's rigidness prevails with them to judge and
condemn all but themselves. But I pray, what, and how many,
were the things wherein you differed 1
By. Why they, after their headstrong manner, conclude that it
is duty to rush on their journey all weathers; and I am for waiting
for wind and tide. They are for hazarding all for God at a clap;
and I am for taking all advantages to secure my life and estate. They
are for holding their notions, though all other men be against them;
but I am for religion in what, and so far as, the times and my safety
will bear it. They are for Religion when in rags and contempt; but
I am for him when he walks in his golden slippers, in the sunshine,
and with applause.
MR. HOLD-THE-WORLD. Ay, and hold you there still, good Mr.
By-ends; for my part, I can count him but a fool, that having the
liberty to keep what he has, shall be so unwise to lose it. Let us be
wise as serpents. It's best to make hay when the sun shines. You
see how the bee lieth still all winter, and bestirs her only when she
can have profit with pleasure. God sends sometimes rain, and sometimes sunshine; if they be such fools to go through the first, yet let
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us be content to take fair weather along with us. For my part, I
like that religion best that will stand with the security of God's good
blessings unto us; for who can imagine, that is ruled by his reason,
since God has bestowed upon us the good things of this life, but that
Re would have us keep them for His sake? Abraham and Solomon
grew rich in religion; and Job s.ays, that a good man shall lay up gold
as dust; but he must not be such as the men before us, if they be as
you have described them.
MR. SAVE. I think that we are all agreed in this matter; and
therefore there needs no more words about it.
MR. MONEY. No, there needs no more words about this matter
indeed; for he that believes neither Scripture nor reason (and you
see we have both on our side), neither knows his own liberty nor seeks
his own safety.
MR. By. My brethren, we are, as you see, going all on pilgrimage;
and for our better diversion from things that are bad, give me leave
to propound unto you this question.
Suppose a man, a minister or a tradesman, etc., should have an
advantage lie before him to get the good blessings of this life, yet so
as that he can by no means come by them, except, in appearance at
least, he becomes extraordinary zealous in some points of religion
that he meddled not with before; may he not use this means to attain
his end, and yet be a right honest man ?
MR. MONEY. I see the bottom of your question; and, with these
gentlemen's good leave, I will endeavour to shape you an answer.
And first, to speak to your question as it concerns a minister himself.:
suppose a minister, a worthy man, possessed but of a very small benefice,
and has in his eye a greater, more fat and plump by far; he has also
now an opportunity of getting of it, yet so as by being more studious,
by preaching more frequently and zealously, and, because the temper
of the people requires it, by altering of some of his principles; for
my part, I see no reason but a man may do this, provided he has
a call, ay, and more a great deal besides, and yet be an honest man.
For why?
1. His desire of a greater benefice is lawful (this cannot be contradicted), since 'tis set before him by Providence; so then he may get
it if he can, making no question for conscience sake.
2. Besides, his desire after that benefice makes him mOre studious,
a more zealous preacher, etc., and so makes him a better man, yea,
makes him better improve his parts, which is according to the mind
of God.
3. Now, as for his complying with the temper of his people, by
dissenting, to serve them, some of his principles, this argueth, 1. That
he is of a self-denying temper. 2. Of a sweet and winning deportment.
3. And so more fit for the ministerial function.
4. I conclude, then, that a minister that changes a small for a
great, should not, for so doing, be judged as covetous; but rather,
since he is improved in his parts and industry thereby, be counted
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as one that pur ueth his eaU, and the opportunity put into his hand
to do good.
And now to the second part of the question, which concerns the
tradesman you mentioned. Suppose such an one to have but a poor
~mploy in the world, but by becoming religious, he may mend his
market, perhaps get.a rich wife, or more and far better customers to
his shop; for my part, I see no reason but that this may be lawfuUy
done. For why?
1. To become religious is a virtue, by what means soever a man
becomes so.
2. Nor is it unlawful to get a rich wife, or more custom to my shop.
3. Besides, the man that gets these by becoming religious, gets
that which is good of them that are good, by becoming good himself ;
so then here is a good wife, and good customers, and good gain, and
.aU these by becoming religious, which is good; therefore, to become
.religious to get all these is a good and profitable design.
This answer thus made by Mr. Money-love to Mr. By-ends' question,
was hi.ghly applauded by them aU; wherefore they concluded upon
.the whole, that it was most wholesome and advantageous. And
because, as they thought, no man was able to contradict it, and because
Christian and Hopeful were yet within eaU, they jointly agreed to
assault them with the question as soon as they overtook them; and
the rather, because they had opposed 1'Ik By-ends before. So they
caUed after them, and they stopped and stood still till they came up
to them; but they concluded as they went, that not Mr. By-ends,
but old Mr. Hold-the-World, should propound the question to them,
because, as they supposed, their answer to him would be without the
remainder of that heat that was kindled betwixt Mr. By-ends and
.them at their parting a little before.
So they came up to each other, and after a short salutation, Mr.
Hold-the-World propounded the question to Christian and his fellow,
and bid them to answer it if they could.
CRR. Then said Christian, Even a babe in religion may answer
ten thousand such questions. For if it be unlawful to follow Christ
for loaves, as it is; how much more is it abominable to make of Him
and religion a stalking-horse to get and enjoy the world! Nor do
we find any other than heathens, hypocrites, devils, and witches,
that are of this opinion.
1. Heathens: for when Hamor and Shechem had a mind to the
daughter and cattle of Jacob, and saw that there was no way for them
to come at them but by becoming circumcised, they say to their
companions, If every male of us be circumcised, as they are circumcised, shall not their cattle, and their substance, and every beast of
theirs, be ours? Their daughters and their cattle were that which
they sought to obtain, and their religion the stalking-horse they made
use of to come at them. Read the whole story.
2. The hypocritical Pharisees were also of this religion: long prayers
were their pretence; but to get widows' houses was their intent.
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3. Judas the devil was also of this religion: he was religious for
the bag, that he might be possessed of what was therein; but he was
lost, cast away, and the very son of perdition.
4. Simon the witch was of this religion too; for he would have
had the Holy Ghost, that he might have got money therewith; and
his sentence from Peter's mouth was according.
5. Neither will it out of my mind, but that that man that takes
up religion for the world, will throwaway religion for the world.;
for so surely as Judas designed the world in becoming religious, so
surely did he also sell religion and his Master for the same. To answer
the question, therefore, affirmatively, as I perceive you have done,
and to accept of, as authentic, such answer, is heathenish, hypocritical,
and devilish; and your reward will be according to your works.
Then they stood staring one upon another, but had not wherewith
to answer Christian. Hopeful also approved of the soundness of
Christian's answer; so there was a great silence among them. Mr.
By-ends and his company also staggered, and kept behind, that
Christian and Hopeful might outgo them. Then said Christian to
his fellow, If these men cannot stand before the sentence of men,
what will they do with the sentence of God 1 And if they are mute
when dealt with by vessels of clay, what will they do when they shall
be rebuked by the flames of a devouring fire t

qrorrefiponlJenCl.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary to soldiers writes, " I am truly grateful
to you for sending another very nice parcel of Gospel literature. It
is indeed kind of you, and will be most useful to me in my visits
through the camp, and with prayer will, I am confident, be blessed
to those into whose hands it may fall. Truly in these days when
there is so much side-tracking.from the Word there is great need for
the spreading of good sound Gospel teaching. The Lord ever bless
you in your service for Him." A worker amongst sailors writes,
"Many thanks for two parcels of literature. I greatly appreciate
the gifts and shall find them of great service in my work among the
sailors. Nothing like placing good literature in the hands of the men,
which I believe, followed by prayer, will bring blessed results." I was
sorry to see in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE the notice of the
departure of Miss Francis Knox. Although not a subscriber, she was
a kind friend to the Book Mission and often sent boxes of books which
always proved most acceptable. We shall much miss her help in
this way.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Stl'eet, Totterdown,
Bristol, May, 1932.
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THE LORD'S PRAYER.
THIS model or pattern prayer was given by the Lord Jesus Christ to
His disciples in answer to their request, "Lord, teach us to pray."
In it the child of God speaks to his Father in heaven, and no others
can really use the petitions or prayers which it contains. Thousands
of professed Christians repeat it without thinking of what the words
mean, and, of course, get no benefit from so doing. Those of my
young readers, however, who have been brought by grace into living
union with the Lord Jesus Christ, can look up with joy into the face
of their Heavenly Father, and use each petition with happy confidence.
OUt' Father, which at·t in heaven. We are at once reminded that
though we approach God as our Father with child-like confidence,
we must call to mind His greatness and majesty, and what we are
by nature-weak and sinful. It becomes us to draw near in deep
humility as well as happy confidence.
The prayer contains seven petitions or prayers, three having reference to God and four to ourselves, Then it concludes with a wonderful
ascription of praise to God, which seems to lift us up in holy adoration
if it really comes from the heart-" Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever." As this is true, He is able to supply
every need for body and soul. We cannot understand all that the words
mean. For instance, this morning I was much struck with the words
in Romans vi. 4, "Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father," and it is to Him that we offer our humble petitions.
Hallowed be Thy Name. We long that His great Name, His Word,
and His day, should be everywhere-at home and abroad-reverenced
and honoured. It pains us when even believers are not always concerned that His Name should be hallowed. And oh, how deeply it
touches us if we hear that precious Name taken in vain.
Thy kingdom come. This must be our earnest longing all through
our pilgrim journey. Nothing delights us so much as to know of one
and another being born into the kingdom. All believers are subjects.
of the heavenly King, and should recognize His rule in their hearts
and lives. May we be loyal subjects. As Miss Havergal has it in
one of her hymns:" In the service royal
Let us not grow cold,
Let us be right loyal,
Noble, true, and bold."
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. There is nothing sa<!
in such a prayer. God's will is our highest good, and the true believer
longs that his Father's will may be done. We must seek grace to d(}o
it or bear it cheerfully, patiently, and whole-heartedly. You see that
these three first petitions in this pattern prayer are occupied with
God's Name, God's kingdom, and God's will, thus teaching us in

272

The Gospel Magazine

prayer, as in all other things, to " seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness."
Give us this day our daily bread. This is the first petition for ourselves. No matter what our position in life may be, this prayer is
suitable for us. It is our Heavenly Father Who supplies all our needs
of food and clothing. We are dependent on Him for everything
we have.
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Here we cry unto
God for forgiveness of our debts, our trespasses, our sins. Day by day
we come below the high standard of God's Word, and feel our need of
forgiveness, but "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from
all sin." And as we realize His forgiving love, we long to forgive at
-once fully and freely any who injure us, either in word or deed.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil-that is, from
-evil of every kind, and from the evil one himself. Let us "watch
:and pray, that we enter not into temptation." May the Lord keep
us from going to doubtful places, and from bein.g mixed up with
doubtful company. The Apostle Paul could say with calm assurance,
" And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve
me unto His heavenly kingdom" (2 Tim. iv. 18). If we offer the
petition of this beautiful prayer sincerely and trustfully, we may be
sure of an abundant answer from our Father 'Who is in heaven.
E. A. H.
~n

;JMemorlatll.

MISS M. A. SMITH, OF WALMER.
WE have received a kind letter from Mr. J. P. Aldworth, of East
Croydon, telling us of the Home-call of fiss:M. A. Smith, who has
been a reader of the MAGAZI rE for about fifty-six years. He writes:
"No doubt you will remember receiving a letter from Mi s M. A.
Smith, of Walmer, in February last, requesting you to send future
issues of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to myself, as owing to her weakness
she was unable to read it any-longer.
"She passed away about the end of March, and it was indeed a
Home-call to her. In her last letter to me, she expressed her great
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better, and though
very weary from pain and weakness here, she knew that there she
would be at rest.
"She had been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE since 1876, and
spoke of how she had looked forward to it month by month, and
always found it encouraging and very helpful,
.
" I would like to take this opportunity of telling you how I, too,
appreciate your MAGAZINE. It is very refreshing to find how the
Lord's people are one in Him, though separated by differences of
order, and though I am a Strict Baptist, I have a great love for the
Church of England where I can see the doctrines of grace preached
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and upheld, remembering how our Master said, , Other sheep I have
which are not of this fold. Them also I must bring, and there shall
be one fold and one Shepherd.'
"Praying that the Lord will still continue to bless you, both in
your o\Vll soul and in your labours in His cause.
"I am, yours sincerely."
[It is cheering to read how much the MAGAZINE is valued by one
and another of the Lord's people.-EDIToR.]
PASTOR JAMES STEPHENS, l\LA.
THE Home-call of Pastor James Stephens, of Highgate Road Baptist
Chapel, London, took place suddenly on Lord's Day, April 24th last.
He had attended the morning service, and at 6.30 the same evening
he departed to be with the Lord Whom he loved and served, and in
whose merits he trusted. The name of Pastor James Stephens, of
Highgate Road Chapel, has been familiar to us for over forty years..
We read and treasured up some expositions of his on some of the
parables of Matthew's Gospel, and we were drawn to him in Christian
affection long before we ever saw him. About twenty years ago we
had the privilege of meeting and hearing him, and now for about
twelve years in succession we have met him, and had Christian fellowship with him. Our last visit to his house was on April 6th last~
only eighteen days before his Home-call. It was a joy to meet and
converse with him. He was in his 86th year. He had been pastor
a Highgate Road Chapel for forty-five years, 1878-1923, and was
Pastor-Emeritus from 1923 to 1932. We were present on the occasion
of the jubilee of his pastorate, and were much impressed with his
record of how the Lord had supplied his needs during that long period.
He felt he ought to depend solely on the Lord for the supply of his
temporal needs. He therefore abolished pew rents and received only
what was voluntarily placed in boxes at the door of the chapel for
the pastor's needs.
Besides acting on this principle in regard to his personal needs~
there were no formal collections either for Chapel expenses, or for
missionary objects. Boxes were placed at the door, and in these the
voluntary offerings of the people were deposited. One or two reports
of the work at the Chapel have come into our hands, and these showed
that apart from what was contributed to the pastor, the congregation
gave about seven or eight hundred pounds yearly for home expenses,.
and a similar amount yearly for Evangelical Missionary work. One
night in the year was called, we believe, Missionary Gift Night, and
usually between four and five hundred pounds were brought in envelopes
anonymously, and allocated for various missionary objects. We
understand that Pastor Stephens was formerly the late Dr. Adolph.
Saphir's assistant in the ministry. Dr. Saphir was an eminent Presbyterian minister. Subsequently Pastor Stephens became a Baptist,.
and he has ministere~, as we have seen, during the greater part of
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his life at Highgate Road Chapel. The work was carried on there on
distinctive lines, outside the Baptist Union.
Pastor Stephens believed in the plenary inspiration of the Bible
and had no sympathy with Modernism or with Sacerdotalism. He
took a firm stand against worldly entertainments, sensuous services,
and worldly fellowships. He hailed from Scotland and his Scotch
accent was an agreeable feature in his preaching. He was a deep
student of Scripture. We understand his preaching was largely
€xpository, and he gave such attention to previous study of the
Scriptures that he always preached without notes. He gave considerable attention to the study of the prophetic portions of Scripture,
and we learn that at one time he had a class of pastors for the special
study of prophecy which was regularly attended by about thirty-six
ministers. Many who attended his ministry became missionaries in
distant parts of the earth. He had a large and attached congregation
who valued his Bible expositions, and he was greatly loved by the
people who attended his ministry.
A large congregation assembled on Friday, April 29th, in the Chapel,
for the funeral service. The present pastor (John Wilmot) presided,
and on that occasion as well as on the Lord's Day evening following,
touching and loving tributes to his memory were borne by some of
the deacons and others who have long known him. A missionary
from China spoke of his consecrated gifts, his fidelity to the truth,
his consistency of life, and the place of the second advent in his ministry.
For several years we have tried to brighten his latterly lonely life
by writing to him for his birthday. On Nov. 30th last year he was
85, and we wrote to him. The following is his reply written in a
firm hand:"46, DARTMouTH PARK ROAD,
" LONDON, N.W.5, Dec. 5th, 1931.
<' My DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
"I cannot receive your most friendly birthday greeting without
a line of grateful acknowledgment. I have valued, and I do value,
very highly your truly kind feeling toward me. It is one of God's
good gifts to me.
" With loving salutation to your dear wife and yourself.
" I am, yours affectionately,
"JAMES STEPHENS."
Pastor Stephens was a personal friend of the late Dr. C. Y. Biss,
of Harley Street, whose portrait appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
in March, 1912. He mentioned Dr. Biss to us on the last occasion
when we saw him.
At his funeral service the hymns, " Our God, our help in ages past,"
and" The sands of time are sinking," were sung.
Though mourning his removal, we rejoice at the eternal blessedness
on which he has entered through infinite grace. It is a joy, too, to
know that his successor (Pastor John Wilmot) is ministering on the
same distinctive lines at Highgate Road Chapel.
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THE

lPtottf3tant 13eaCOlt.
KNEELING BEFORE A CROSS IN CHICHESTER
CATHEDRAL.
THE following appears in The Chu1"ch Times for April 1st last, In
reference to a service in Chichester Cathedral:" Again, on Good Friday, opportunity was given to the people to
share dramatically in the liturgical worship of the day. During the
• I,.iturgical Three Hours,' after the prayer for the whole state of
Christ's Church, a table was set down in the presbytery before the
high altar, and on this table a plain wooden cross. It was Golgotha
for the time being. Before it the celebrant and his ministers knelt
in turn for a brief prayer and act of surrender. And to it came a
pilgrimage of people from the nave, walking two and two up the
south choir aisle, and turning into the presbytery through the south
gate. In pairs they knelt before the cross, and then returned quietly
to their seats by the north choir aisle. They were not ' marshalled'
for this procession, the invitation to do it was not stressed, but many
~me. It was an acted prayer of the sort which comes as a relief
to the soul when vocal and mental prayer are not enough."
The Editor of The Church Times in his leading article makes the
following comment on the above :" On Good Friday morning, our special correspondent reports, the
members of the crowded congregation in Chichester Cathedral went
up, two by two, quietly and informally, to kneel for a short, silent
prayer before the Cross set on a table in the presbytery. This-a
simplification of the ancient Veneration of the Cross-brought, as our
-correspondent says, Golgotha vividly to the Inind and imagination
.of the worshipper. And we refer to it as one of the many examples,
which we print this week, of the recovery by the Church of England
{)f the priceless traditional reminders of the significance of Good Friday
~md Easter da.y."
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The wooden cross was, we suppose, intended to remind the
worshippers of the cross on which our Lord was crucified. Real
spirituality of worship, however, needs no such reminder, nor is there
the least warrant in Scripture for kneeling before a material cross
when approaching the throne of grace. We enter the holiest by the
blood of Jesus, and through the One Mediator the Lord Jesus Christ.
" Through Him we have access by one Spirit unto the Father." In
reference to images, God says, " Thou shalt not bow down thyself to
them" (Exod. xx. 5). The use of images even in connection with
the worship of Jehovah, is a breach of the second commandment, and
is declared by the Apostle Paul to be idolatry. (See Exod. xxxii. 5, 6 ~
1 Cor. x. 7.)
We greatly deplore such practices in connection with "the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law." It is another of
the evil results of the Oxford Movement and another indication of the
awful development of evil in the professing Church. The whole of the
professing Church is gradually being leavened with unscriptural doctrine
and practices. How needful it is that the Lord's true people should
beware of having any fellowship with those who are helping forward
the predicted apostasy from the faith.
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THE PATRONAGE SCANDAL IN THE DIOCESE OF LONDON. Pp. 8.
Price Id., or lOd. per dozen. (Church Association, 13 and 14,
Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This pamphlet selects eleven Churches in the diocese of London,
the incumbents of which have all been appointed by the Bishop
himself. Yet at all these Churches services of a distinctly Romish
character are the rule. Formerly such services came as a shock to
all loyal churchmen. Now they have become so common, through
episcopal encouragement, that .we take them almost as a matter of
course.
CHRIST SEEKING COMMUNION WITH BELIEVERS. By the late Pastor
J. W. Tobitt. Pp. 16. Price 4d.; by post, 4~d. (Mrs. Tobitt,
74, Braybrooke Road, Hastings.)
All who valued the ministry of the late Pastor J. W. Tobitt, of
Hastings, will be glad to learn that his widow has had printed two
more of his sermons. The first is headed, "Christ Seeking Communion with Believers," and is based on the text, "Behold, I stand
at the door and knock," etc. The second is entitled, "Invitation,"
and is based on Christ's invitation to the bride in Canticles iv. 8.
Both sermons are well and thoughtfully worked out, and will be
read with pleasure and profit by all who value the old truths.

