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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribnlation, that we may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTHUNS t. 4.
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SPIRITUAL ADDITION.
" And much people was added unto the LORD."-AcTS xi. 24.

THE members of the LORD'S family need to be acquainted with
the facts of early Church history. These are given infallibly by
the inspired writer of the Acts of the Apostles. We need to go
back again and again for guidance and instruction to these inspired
narratives. They were written for our learning, and they are
specially instructive in these modern days, when there is so much
that is evil in doctrine and methods. "What saith the Scripture ~ " is a question which we need to ask often in these days.
GOD'S Word was given to be a lamp unto our feet,.and a light
unto our path, and we need to bring everything to the test of its
infallible teaching. Strange movements have been started, and
strange things are being said and done, and the LORD'S people
need to be on their guard lest they be carried away by the novel
doctrines and methods that are being taught and adopted. When
they are told of wonderful things connected with modern developments, they need to remember the remarkable prediction of our
LORD, Who foretold that" There shall arise false Christs, and false
prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that,
if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect" (Matt. xxiv.
24). We need to beware of being" tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine" (Ephes. iv. 14). We need to
demand Scripture foundation for all that we hear is taught and
done in these dark and dangerous days.
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These preliminary remarks will, we trust, be found to be appropriate to the subject of spiritual addition as suggested by four
passages in the Acts of the Apostles.
These are:~
" The same day there were added unto them about three thousand
souls" (Acts ii. 41).
" And the LORD added to the Church daily such as should be
saved" (Acts ii. 47).
"And believers were the more added to the LORD, multitudes
both of men and women" (Acts v. 14).
" And much people was added unto the LORD" (Acts xi. 24).
Although there are slight differences of translation in the Revised
Version in regard to some of these passages the doctrine and
teaching are unaltered. We proceed then to unfold, as the LORD
shall enable us, some of the important teaching of these passages.
1. First, think of the Church to which additions were made.
The word "church" is never used of a building in the New
Testament. It is used to denote GOD'S people who have been
effectually called out of darkness into His marvellous light. Strictly
speaking, the word only includes GOD'S elect people who have
been regenerated by His SPIRIT, justified freely by His grace, and
are walking in the narrow way which leads to eternal glory. Even
the members of a congregation, assembling in a building which we
call a Church, are not all necessarily members of the Church of
GOD in its strict and proper meaning. Nor are all communicants
members of this Church. Many may attend the LORD'S table
who have never been regenerated by the HOLY GHOST. Only those
who can say, " We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace," are members of
this Church. Those who can say, "We are members of His body,"
i.e., His Church, can also say, " We have redemption through His
blood" (compare Ephes.i. 22, 23; v. 30, with Ephes. i. 7).
This is the Church which CHRIST loved, and for which He gave
Himself on the cross. This is the Church which He "purchased
with His Own blood" (see Ephes. v. 25; Acts xx. 28). This.
Church is composed of all "the elect people of GOD." All real
believers, all who have been Divinely called, regenerated, justified,
and saved, to whatever denomination they belong, and of whatever
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nationality-':'all such constitute the Church of the living GOD. It
is to this Church that additions were made in apostolic times.
The additions were not merely additions to a baptismal register,
0'; to a communicants' roll, but they were additions of persons
who had experienced the convicting and regenerating operations
of the SPIRIT. They had been quickened by the SPIRIT, convicted
of their sinfulness, depravity, and moral corruption, made conscious of their danger and peril, and led to flee for refuge to CHRIST,
through Whose blood and righteousness alone they. could be
pardoned, justified and saved.
From the Divine standpoint all these additions were already
"written in the LAMB'S book of life" (Rev. xxi. 27), but to the
eyes of men and in their own conscious experience they were not
members of the Church until they had experienced the saving
operations of the SPIRIT.
Let us clearly' remember that we might be outward members
of an Episcopal Church, a Presbyterian Church, or a Baptist Church,
and yet not be manifested members of that Church for which
CHRIST shed His precious blood.
2. Secondly, let us think 01 some 01 the marks 01 those who were
added to this Church.
(1) The first mark which we would mention is that they were
receivers 01 the Word 01 the Gospel.
"Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and
the same day there were added unto them about three thousand
souls" (Acts ii. 41).
Peter had preached CHRIST. He had proclaimed His death as
the result of GOD'S determinate counsel-the very substitutionary
death therefore predicted in Isaiah liii. He had proclaimed His
resurrection and ascension. He proclaimed that Jesus of Nazareth
Whom his hearers had crucified was CHRIST, the long-promised
Messiah, through Whom all who trusted in Him would be blessed
and saved. He assured his convicted hearers that they would
receive" remission of sins" through faith in CHRIST'S name, and
therefore because of His bloodshedding. "With many other
words" than are recorded he spake to them, and it was those who
" gladly received his word" who were baptized and added to the
Church (see Acts ii. 22-41).

l

.'"

284

The Gospel Magazine

It is evident that all adult additions to the Church of GOD are
additions of those who have heard and received the Word of the
Gospel. It was after Philip had preached CHRIST in Samaria that
many of the Samaritans believed and were baptized. They received
Gospel truth ere they were added to the Church. They" received
the Word of God" (Acts viii. 14). The eunuch received the Gospel
truths of Isaiah liii. ere he was baptized (Acts viii. 5, 6, 12, 35-38).
" Preaching the LORD JESUS" preceded the conversions at Antioch
(Acts xi. 20, 21). All the blessing which attended Paul's ministry
was preceded by the preaching of the Word of the Gospel, and it
was those who received the Word who were added to the Church
(see Acts xiii.; xvi. 13-15; xvii. 2-4; 1 Thess. i. 5, 6; ii. 13).
The Bereans "received the Word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
Therefore many of them believed" (Acts xvii. 11, 12).
Yet an exponent of the Oxford Group Movement, associated
with the name of Frank Buchman, says, " With the early Christians
experience came before doctrine. They were changed by im.mediate contact with the risen, living CHRIST, without knowing anything
about the work He had done for them on the cross."
This apologist for the new movement instances the case of an
eminent evangelist who, after being as he says "soundly converted," was asked by the deacons, "What did CHRIST do for us
on the cross 1 " His answer was, "I am not aware that He did
anything in particular" (The Record, Oct. 7th, 1932, p. 601). We
venture to say that no such answer as that would have been given
by those who were added to the Church in Apostolic times.
Yet the Rev. C. M. Chavasse says that in the past in connection
with the Oxford Group Movement there has been "little mention
of CHRIST; no reference to the Bible, and complete silence on the
Atonement" (The Record, Nov. 18th, 1932, p. 689). The Apostle
Paul plainly teaches us that it pleases GOD by the foolishness of
preaching CHRIST crucified to save them that believe (1 Cor. i.
17-23). Thus it is plain from the New Testament that additions
to the Church are preceded by tbe preaching and the reception of
Gospel doctrine~
(2) A second mark of those who were added to the Church is
that they were believers.
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" Believers were the more added to the LORD, multitudes both
of men and women" (Acts v. 14). They not only heard the truth
about CHRIST, but they believed in Him. A believer is one who
believ~s in the LORD JESUS CHRIST, i.e., He trusts in Him, relies
upon His merits, renouncing all confidence in his own merits.
Thus we learn that at Joppa "many be~ieved in the LORD" (Acts
ix. 42). At Corinth, "Crispus, the chief ruler of the Synagogue,
believed on the LORD with all his house; and many of the Corinthians
hearing believed, and were baptized" (Acts xviii. 8).
When the jailer asked, "What must I do to be saved 1 " the
answer was, "Believe on the LORD JESUS CHRIST, and thou shalt
be saved" (Acts xvi. 30, 31). To believe on Him is manifestly to
believe on Him as the holy Substitute of His people, Who has
redeemed them from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
them. Such belie~ implies knowledge, and such knowledge implies
the preaching of CHRIST and Him crucified. Those who" call upon
the name of the LORD shall be saved." "But," sayi! the apostle,
" how then shall they call on Him in Whom they have not believed 1
and how shall they believe in Him of Whom they have not heard 1
and how shall they hear without a preacher 1 " (Rom. x. 13, 14).
What could be more obvious than the teaching of this passage 1
Clearly, believing in CHRIST implies hearing about Him and His
work, and hearing about Him implies a heaven-sent preacher of
the Gospel of peace. We are told by an apologist for the Oxford
Group Movement that "the Group leaders all believe in the
Atonement, i.e., that CHRIST did something, somehow, for us on
the cross, which we could never do for ourselves, in atoning for
past sin, and in securing victory for us over present sin. But they
wisely keep the doctrine in reserve " (Italics ours). If this be true
of the Group leaders, it is clear that they have very vague ideas of
the Atonement. But what shall be said of the statement that
"they wisely keep the doctrine in reserve." This could not be
said of the apostles. The Gospel which Paul preached was this
very doctrine of the Atonement (see 1 Cor. xv. 1-4).
Coming back to the words, "Believers were the more added to
the LORD," we would add that their belief or faith in CHRIST was
" faith in His blood" (Rom. iii. 25), and that this faith was GODgiven (see Ephes. ii. 8).
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No one who is not a believer belongs to the Church of GOD, and
no one can be a believer in' CHRIST unless he knows something
about Him, and has heard of His redeeming work for sinners.
(3) A third mark of those who were added to the Church is that
they were a saved people. "The Lord added to the Church daily
such as should be saved" (Acts ii. 47).
When they were added to the Church they were saved by Divine
grace. They were delivered from the wrath to come. They were
redeemed from the curse of the law through CHRIST, Who was
made. 'a curse for them. "According to His mercy" they could
say, "He saved us " (see 1 Thess. i. 10; Gal. iii. 13; Titus iii. 5 ;
2 Tim. i. 9).
(4) A fOUl'th mark of those who were added to the Church was
continuity. "They continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts
ii. 42).
Real members of the Church of GOD continue. They never fall
away finally. "They shall never perish." They can say, "We
are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that
believe to the saving of the soul" (Heb. x. 39).
Thus those who are added to the Church receive the precious
truths of the Gospel into their hearts, they believe on the LORD
JESUS CHRIST as their Divine Surety, they experience GOD'S saving
mercy, and by GOD'S keeping power they endure to the end, and
are finally glorified together with their LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS
CHRIST. What an infinite mercy if these marks appertain to us!
3. Thirdly, let us think of the power by which these addit£ons were
made to the Church.
Divine power alone accounts for these additions to the Church.
" The LORD added to the Church daily." The LORD JESUS Himself,
the good Shepherd of the sheep, exercised His power, and made
these additions to His Church. We read of those who preached
the Word in Antioch that" The hand of the LORD was with them:
and a great number believed, and turned unto the LORD" (Acts xi.
21). The LORD has made Himself responsible for these additions
to His Church. He says of His sheep, "Them also I must bring,
and they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one fold (flock)
and one Shepherd" (John x. 16). The glory of these additions,
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then, is due to Him. The Apostle Paul says, " Who, then, is Paul,
'and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed 1 . . .
GOD gave the increase" (1 Cor. iii. 5, 6).
Yet we gather that the members of the Oxford Group Movement
are called" life-changers." Surely all who are guided by Scripture
will repudiate the suggestion that any man, however excellent,
can be a "life-changer." GOD alone by His SPIRIT is the Author
of that new life in His people which constitutes that mighty change
called by such names as Regeneration and Conversion. His people
say, "We are His workmanship, created in CHRIST JESUS unto
good works, which GOD hath before ordained that we should walk
in them" (Ephes; ii. 10).
A few other thoughts are suggested by the four passages which
we are considering.
We are first impressed with the number of additions which were
made to the Church in apostolic times.
We read of "about three thousand souls" on the day of
Pentecost. We read later that" the number of the men was about
five thousand" (Acts iv. 4). We read, "The number of the
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company
of the priests were obedient to the faith" (Acts vi. 7). We read
that at Antioch "a great number believed" and "much people
was added unto the LORD" (Acts xi. 21, 24).
We read, "And so were the Churches established in the faith,
and increased in number daily" (Acts xvi. 5). Additions to the
Church took place in great numbers, and often they were of " daily"
occurrence. All this is remarkable, and shows how mightily
the LORD in His sovereignty wrought in apostolic times. On the
other hand, we read of great opposition and persecution on the
-part of others. The great majority, both of Jews and Gentiles,
rej ected CHRIST and His Gospel.
Many naturally feel that they would like to see larger additions
to the Church of GOD now, and some are so concerned about this
that they adopt all sorts of expedients to attract the people. But
we need to remember that the preaching of the Gospel is alone the
power which GOD uses for the salvation of His people; Ministers,
of course, should seek for grace to preach the Gospel in its purity,
and to do so in dependence on the SPIRIT'S power. But we cannot
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dictate to GOD what amount of blessing shall attend the ministry
of His Word. He has His Own set time to call sinners out of
darkness into light. The testimony of Noah, Jeremiah and the
prophets was for the most part rejected. The same was true of
CHRIST Himself.
There have been times in history when GOD in His Sovereignty
called large numbers out of spiritual darkness. There have been
other times when He, in the exercise of the same Sovereignty, has
displayed His regenerating and saving power on a smaller number.
It is ours to be faithful in making known His Gospel in dependence
on His power. It is His to call His people when and where He
pleases. We do wrong if we resort to methods of our own in order
to expedite the calling out of His people. We know that all that
the FATHER hath given to the SON shall in due time come unto
Him, and that no man can ,come to CHRIST except the FATHER
draw him (see John vi. 37, 44). It is ours to wait patiently for
the putting forth of His Sovereign power. All His chosen ones
shall in due time be called, justified, and glorified (see Rom. viii.
28-30). Let us take comfort from this blessed assurance. A
second thought is suggested by these passages. We have the
expression "added to the Church" and "added to the LORD"
(Acts ii. 47; v. 14; xi. 24). They really come to the same thing.
The Church is the body of CHRIST, and" CHRIST is the Head of
the Church" (Ephes. i. 22, 23; v. 23). CHRIST and His people
are one-He the Head and. they the members. They derive their
'life from Him as the branches derive their life from the vine. To
be added to the Church is to be added to the LORD; for the
Church is His body, and His people are members of His body.
There is a third thought which it is important to notice in these
modern days. No one will question the large amount of blessing
which attended the labours of the apostles and others in apostolic
times. Yet all that was done was to obey our LORD'S command
to preach the Gospel to every creature. That was all that the
apostles and others did. There was but one message and there
was only one power-the power of the HOLY GHOST to accompany
the message. It is true that miracles were wrought, but these
were-only- temporary and were intended to bear witness once for
all to the truth of the apostolic testimony. We do not read in the
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Acts of the Apostles of surpliced choirs, anthem singing, solo
singing, and musical services. We do not read of worldly amusements to attract and keep the young people. Yet all admit there
was marvellous blessing. Surely, the same GOD could give the
same blessing to-day to those who are content simply to preach
'the Word. Yes, He could give it, IF HE CHOSE. We must humbly
wait for His sovereign power to be put forth. We are running
before the LORD if we resort to methods and means unwarranted
by His Word. We are manifesting a lack of faith in His power,
and in the certainty of the fulfilment of His gracious purposes if
we resort to worldly and fleshly methods to attract people to hear
the Gospel. Moreover, it is generally true that the Gospel in its
purity is not preached' where such methods are adopted. Let us
then rely on the promises that CHRIST "shall see of the travail of
His soul and be satisfied," and that GOD'S Word shall not return
unto Him void, but that it shall accomplish that which He pleases
and prosper in the thing whereto He sends it (see Isaiah Iv. 11).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR.
(ThotnaS Houghton).
'

THE UNRENEWED MIND AND DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.

I

"LET our works be what they may in themselves and.in the esteem
of men, in the estimate of God, Whose judgment is always according
to truth, they are truly wicked, because the streams can never rise
higher than the fountain. There is not a perfection in the Divine
nature, nor a testimony of the Divine will, either in His Word or in
His providence, to which the unrenewed mind is not averse, especially
the sovereignty of grace in the salvation of sinners by Jesus Christ;
because this leaves a fallen creature a mere dependant on the good
pleasure of God, as entirely lost and ruined in himself. This branch
of Divine truth has in all ages excited the warmest rancour of the
human heart and has been opposed in every possible form; and
never can be acceptable to the unrenewed mind; and yet there is
no view of the character of God in which His true glory shines with
more magnificent brightness. For if it be acknowledged that He is
the great First Cause and Last of all things, He must possess an
independent right of doing as He pleases; and if He be not, then
He ceases to be God. There is no alternative."-The Rev. Rabert

Hawker.
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THE OXFORD GROUP MOVEMENT.
H.-THE TEACHING AS TO SURRENDER.
" Neither yield ye your members as instruments. of unrighteousness
unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive
from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness
unto God."-RoMANs vi. 13.

IT seems to be the custom amongst the members of the Oxford
Group Movement to call one another by their Christian names. Thus
the author of For Sinners Only, a book of 347 pages, speaks continually of the founder of the Movement as "Frank."
An undergraduate at Oxford in 1930, when writing to a friend
about a Group meeting which he was persuaded to attend, says,
that he "met a crowd of people who said they had found J esl1s
Christ,and signalized their discovery by laughing uproariously
and calling one another by their Christian names." The friend who
invited him to attend this meeting warned him not to be surprised
at anything he heard. Mter the meeting he said, " I was surprised
at everything I heard." To say the least it is a matter of great
surprise to read of persons "laughing uproariously and calling one
another by their Christian names" at a so-called'" religious meeting." Nothing like it is suggested by the teaching and records of
the New Testament.
One of the prominent leaders of the Oxford Group Movement is
the Rev. Samuel M. Shoemaker, jun., Rector of Calvary Church,
New York. He is described as "one of Frank's" (i.e., Frank
Buchman's) early captures in China. We read, "Sam calls all
those round him by their Christian names-the Calvary customand everybody calls him Sam with one exception." That exception is Mr. Shoemaker's butler. He "cannot bring himself to
practise the Group custom of calling everybody by their Christian
names. He addresses his chief as 'Mr. Shoemaker.' Sam pulls
him up. 'Don't call me Mr. Shoemaker, Frank. Call me Sam.'
, Yes, Mr. Shoemaker,' says Frank politely, and incurably disobedient" (For S~nners Only, pp. 91, ~05, 207-8). We are not told
why it is the group custom to call everybody by their Christian
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names, but we regard it as a custom which is contrary to that
honour which should be given to those in authority and which is
inculcated in Scripture. Scripture enjoins. that children should
honour their parents, that servants should honour their masters,
that subjects should honour the king or the supreme governor of
a nation. This Group custom would allow children to call their
parents by their Christian names, servants to call their masters,
and subjects to call their sovereign, by their Christian names.
Such a custom is an encouragement to that irreverance and want
of due respect for authority, human and Divine, which is so marked
a feature of the present day. Lest any should suppose that this
practice is according to the New Testament we would remind our
readers that the people we read of in the New Testament had no
Christian names.
Mr. J. G. Brown, in his little book on The Oxford Group Movement: Is It of God or of Satan? (pp. 51) says, " Another harmful
practice which they teach is to call each other by their own Christian names, irrespective of age or sex, and thus an undue familiarity
is promoted between the two sexes, and a sinful lack of respect
between youth and age indulged in and encouraged.
How contrary is it to the commandments of God to hear a
servant call his master, or, worse still, a female servant call her
master, or a male servant call his mistress by their Christian name.
Is it obeying the fifth commandment to "Honour thy father and
thy mother" for a child.to call his or her parent by their Christian
name ~ Or is it obeying in the spirit God's commandment, "Thou
shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old
man, and fear thy God; I am the Lord" (Lev. xix. 32), for a
young girl to call an elderly man by his Christian name; or for
a young man to call an elderly married woman by her Christian
name ~ But this is what is preached and done in every Group."
We would now draw the attention of our readers to the teaching
of this Movement on the subject of
SURRENDER.

We read, "Some of the changed lives are so outstandingly
inteJ;esting that books containing stories of a few have already
become good sellers, Men a'fltd women who have seen little in Church
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membership suddenly challenged to surrender everything-time,
money, ambitions-to God and order their lives by Holy Spirit
guidance are constantly capitulating, including those in the higher
walks of life" (For Sinners Only, p. 143).
There is a good deal which is vague in the book from which we
are quoting, but we gather that men and women, still dead in
trespasses and sins, are" suddenly challenged to surrender everything to God" or to Christ. We read of one who "decided to
make the surrender of his will to Ohrist's will. He went to Churoh
that night, became a good Christian, and later a successful barrister"
(p. 59). Again," Some one rises and announces that just a year
ago to-day h~ decided to surrender his lite to God." This is further
described as "a grateful testimony to the truth that Christ does
change lives and does keep anyone on His narrow white road who
wills to let Him" (p. 88).
We read of another who "made a decision to surrender his lite to
Ohrist, the great Friend of sinners. He gave himself to God to
have and to hold from that time forward." Then he returned to
his club, and said to his friends, "Well, I decided to change my lite
this morning" (p. 152). Another says, "With him I made my
surrender to God" (p. 242). Another" decided to 'let go ' of self
and allow God to run his life" (p. 215).
In reference to these extracts on "Surrender" we desire to
make a few remarks.
1. First, we would point out that the word "surrender" does not
once occur in Scripture.
We, do not suggest that therefore the word may not be used.
The word "Trinity" is not found in Scripture, but we rightly use
it to set forth the great doctrine of the Trinity which is clearly and
fully taught in Scripture.
At the same time we think that we ought to be chary about
using new terms in reference to the great spiritual change which
may take place in the chosen objects of God's mercy. Scripture
uses such terms as "regeneration," "born again," "conversion,"
"repentance," and" a new heart," to describe the mighty change
wrought in an elect sinner by the power of the' Holy Ghost. We
cannot claim that these terms are inadequate or obscure. Why,
then, not be content with them .~ We cannot improve upon the
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words of the Holy Ghost. The Oxford Group Movement leaders,
however, deliberately discard many of the old terms used in
Scripture, and use new onelj. In doing so we think they are wise
above that which is writt~n.
2. Secondly, we would point out that nowhere in Scripture are men,
dead in trespasses and sms, called on to surrender their lives to God.
A dead sinner can do nothing which is pleasing to God. He is
"enmity against God," "not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be." "They that are in the flesh cannot please God"
(Rom. viii. 7, 8).
Christ alone is able to save a dead sinner and deliver him from
the penalty, power, and weight of sin, but he cannot come to Him.
He has neither the desire, nor the will, nor the power to come to
Him, Who alone can save him. The doctrine of the helplessness
and the inability ot the sinner is not recognized by the group leaders.
Yet 'our Lord teaches that" No man can come to Me, except the
Father Which hath sent Me draw him." Again, He says, "No
man can come unto Me, except it were given unto him of My
Father" (John vi. 44, 65). The Apostle Paul teaches us that,
"There is none that seeketh after God" (Rom. iii. 11). We have
no right to ignore a doctrine plainly taught in Scripture. Article X
of the Church of England says, "The condition of man after the
fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself, by
his own natural strength and good works, to faith, and calling upon
God: wherefore we have no power to do good works pleasant and
acceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ preventing
us, that we may have a good will, and working with us, when we
have that good will."
The Westminster Confession of Faith (chap. ix. 3) says, "Man,
by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability 01 will to any
spiritual good accompanying Salvation; so as a natural man, being
altogether averse from that good, and dead in sin, is not able, by
his own strength, to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto." The Reformers and Puritans evidently believed the Bible
doctrine of human inability, and the spiritual deadness and helplessness of fallen men and women. Hence they were opposed to
the practice now prevalent of calling on dead sinners to surrender
their lives to God. Besides, what a dead sinner needs is to be
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awakened to a sense of his sin and rebellion against God, and to
a realization of his awful peril of being cast into hell, unless God
through His infinite grace has mercy upon him, and cleanses him
from all his sins through the precious blood of Christ. The question
is not, is the sinner ready to surrender his life to God 1 But is God
ready to bestow upon the sinner life, pardon, and peace. God
has a controversy with the sinner. He declares him to be guilty
and deserving of hell. For such a man to surrender his life to God,
even if he were able to do so, ignores the solemn fact that he is
guilty, and needs pardon and justification through the blood and
righteousness of Christ. This great need is supplied through
sovereign mercy. The God of the Bible, and there is no other
o-od, says, 1'1 will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I
will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. So, then,
it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God
that showeth mercy" (Rom. ix. 15, 16).
It might be Scripturally said, " It is not of him that surrendereth,
but of God that showeth mercy." 0 sinner, think not that anything which thou canst do can be of any avail. Thou art guilty,
thy sins deserve eternal death. Hell's mouth is open to swallow
thee up, unless God in His sovereign mercy cleanses thee in "the
blood of the everlasting Covenant." If a criminal were condemned
to death by a human judge, no talk of surrendering his life to the
king would avert the penalty of his crime. We do not suggest
that there is no doctrine in the Bible which might be expressed
by the word "surrender," but it is those who are spiritually alive,
not those who are spiritually dead, who are exhorted to yield themselves to God. All God's living and regenerated people are taught
that Christ died for them" that they which live "~note the words" they which live, should not henceforth live unto themselves, but
unto Him Which died for them, and rose again" (2 Cor. v. 15).
Again, the apostle says to God's called, justified and living people,
" Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alwe from the dead,
and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God"
(Rom. vi. 13). The more God's people realize how great are the.
mercies which God has bestowed on them, the more they will be
ready to present their bodies as living sacrifices, holy, acceptable
unto God,' which is their reasonable service. (See Rom. xii. 1.)
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3. Thirdly, we would point out that nowhere in Scripture are we
taught that dead sinners have power to dec~de on a change of life.
No one who followed the teaching of Scripture would say, "I
decided to change my life this morning," or I " decided to 'let go '
of self and allow God to run my life," or would speak of Christ as
keeping" anyone on His narrow white road who wills to let him."
A spiritually dead sinner is incapable of making any spiritual
decision. A power outside of him must first quicken him, ere he
has the inclination or the will to think or say a good thing.
Bishop Moule, writing on spiritual deadness in Ephesians ii. 1, says
that the statement in that verse, "distinctly teaches that the state
of the. unregenerate has a true analogy to physical death; and
th~t that analogy on the whole consists in this, that (1) it is a state
in which a living principle, necessary for organization, growth and
energy, in reference to God and holiness, is entirely lacking; (2)
it is a state which has no innate tendency to develop such a principle
of life. The principle must come to it altogether-ab extra. The
latest researches into nature confirm the conviction that dead
matter has absolutely no inner tendency to generate life, which
must come into it ab extra (i.e., from without) if it is to live; a
suggestive analogy" (Cambridge Bible for Schools-Ephesians) .
How, then, can a spiritually dead sinner talk of deciding to
change his life, or of "allowing God to run his life ~" It needs to
be remembered that the beginning of all spiritual life is due to the
sovereign action of the Holy Ghost. The regenerateq are "born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God" (John i. 13). "Of His Own will begat He us" (Jas. i. 18).
Sad to say the doctrine that a man decides to bring about his own
salvation is commonly taught in other quarters besides amongst
the Group leaders. Such a doctrine suggests that the salvation
of a sinner in the last resort depends on the sinner himself. It is
left to him to decide or not whether he will be saved. But surely
Scripture teaches that salvation is wholly and entirely of the Lord.
"God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved us, even when we were dead in sins hath quickened us together
with Christ (by grace ye are saved)."
Even the faith by which we trust in Christ is "the gift of God"
(Eph. ii. 4, 5, 8). There is nothing here about our deciding to
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change our lives or about our allowing God to run our lives. So
far from our allowing God to do anything, "It is God Which
worketh in us both to will and to do 01 His good pleasure"
(Phi!. iL' 13).
The saved sinner taught by the Spirit will be ready to ascribe his
salvation from beginning to end to the sovereign grace of God.
" God," says the Apostle Paul, "hath saved uS,and called us with
.an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His
Own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). He begins, He carries on, and He
completes the work. "Of Him, and through Him, and to Him,
are all things: to Whom be glory for ever" (Rom. xi. 36).
THE EDITOR.

CHRIST

MADE A CURSE.

"CURSED is everyone that hangeth on a tree," declares the Law.
We can hardly realize what that dreadful word" cursed" meant in
ancient times. There was a Rabbinical saying to the effect that if
a man were cursed even Abraham could do nothing for him. Quaint
old John Berridge, the hymn-writer and divine, did not shun to declare
this part of the counsel of God to his parishioners at Everton. "I
told them very plainly," he writes, " that they were children of wrath,
and under the curse of God, though they knew it not; and that none
but Jesus Christ could deliver them from that curse. I told them,
if they had ever broken the Law of God once in thought, word, or
deed, no future good behaviour could make any atonement for past
miscarriage~,. For if I keep all God's laws to-day, this is no amends
for breaking them yesterday. If I behave peaceably to my neighbour
to-day, it is no satisfaction for having broken his head yesterday.
So that if once a sinner, nothing but the blood of Jesus can cleanse
me from sin" (Worles, ed. 1864, p. xx.).
By the very mode of His death Jesus came under the curse. "Christ
hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for
us: for it is written: Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree."
The Law is silent now in regard to the sins of the" family for which
our Lord Jesus Christ was contented . . . to suffer death upon the
cross" (Good Friday, First Collect). For them the curse has been
borne away, and only blessing remains, so that they can cry:"Believing, we rejoice
To see the curse remove;
We bless the La.mb with cheerful voice,
And sing His bleeding love."
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18ilgtlm 18apets.
WELLSPRINGS.
MISS ANNIE POOL (" NETTlE ").
A SACRED task has devolved upon me, although all unworthy, to give
to the readers of our GOSPEL MAGAZINE a brief survey of the life of
dear" Nettie," whose gifted and gracious writings were so valued by
all of us. May the Holy Spirit guide the thoughts and pen in grateful
memory for her gentle life and influence to the glory of Him Who
was all her Salvation and Hope.
.
" Every remembered word and action of the beloved ones gathered
Home are very, very precious to those left behind," wrote dear Miss
Pool when she gave to the Church of God the precious little memoir
of her beloved and saintly father, who was taken to glory in 1888.
And this we truly feel, as saint after saint departs and our loneliness
becomes more acute. May the sweet and sacred memories stir us up
and encourage us to " hope to the end," for the same glorious inheritance upon which they have eternally entered, as followers of them,
who " through faith and patience inherit the promise" and who now
know as they were also known.
At 8 p.m. on March 31st, swiftly, as in a moment of time, our dear
friend passed into the presence of the King, and saw Him in His
beauty" without a veil between." She had only felt slightly indisposed
in the morning, but wrote four letters, conversed cheerfully with her
faithful and devoted friend and companion, and then " was not, for
God took her." One gentle sigh and sudden glory t A most blessed
and merciful translation truly for her, and many tender and marked
providences were traced by her friend whose long untiring services
had been ministered for thirty-eight years, first to her ,godly mother
and then to the daughter.
We all called her" Nettie" (a nom de plume given her by the late
beloved Dr. Doudney when she commenced to write her articles) as
we grew familiar with and loved her writings and long association for
about forty-four years with this Magazine. She was early linked with
the then beloved Editor, Dr. Doudney, as her godly parents, wishing
her to be under spiritual influence and guidance in her education,
sent her to the Misses Wright, of Bristol, where the pupils of the
school and those gracious ladies who conducted it, attended the
ministry of that eminent man of God at St. Luke's, Bedminster.
Thus both at school and at home she was ever in the atmosphere of
heavenly influences, and was nurtured and brought up in the fear of
the Lord and in the doctrines of grace. The memory of Dr. Doudney
was ever a delight to her. She held him in loving and grateful esteem,
whilst in later years his eldest daughter, Mrs. Adams, was one of
her choicest friends in the Lord.
It was doubtless largely due to Dr. Doudney's influence and
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encouragement that she became a writer, and that of no mean worth.
Her little books, The Life of Francis Pool-A Name Written in Heaven,
St. Paul's Seven Wishes, and Reunion in a Tearless World, are known
to most of us, whilst her articles (breathed out of the depths and
warmth of her loving, grace-constrained heart) were also acceptable
messages. These, too, brought her into a very extensive spiritual
,correspondence at home and abroad, and sustained many a lively
interest in friends near and at a distance. To know" Nettie " was
to love and be loved. Such a warm-hearted, seemingly guileless
affection was hers; whilst we gather from all she wrote of her early
life what a sweet bond of love there was in her home, with just father
and mother and one sister. That sister was an invalid for some years l
and died in 1882, whose loss they felt very keenly. The family
were then living at Wilmslow, and were greatly favoured to attend
the ministry of the Rev. Consterdine, Vicar of Alderley Edge, which
was within walking distance. Subsequently, in 1894, when widowed,
Mrs. Pool and her only remaining daughter removed, to Harborne,
Birmingham (where Mrs. Pool died in 1907), and there, at St. John's,
enjoy:ed the gracious ministries of the Revs. Thomas Davis, Archdeacon
Noyes, I. Siviter, and A. G. Townsend; whilst when on constant and
prolonged visits to her attached old friend, Miss Wright, in Bristol,
Miss Pool attended the highly valued ministry of the Rev. James
Ormiston at St. Mary-le-Port.
It was in Bristol just forty years ago that I first met dear" Nettie,"
whose name had long been familiar. She took tea with us at Sion
Hill, where my precious father and I were sojourning after our deep
loss,and the friendship was further and more deeply cemented when
nineteen months later through our second bereavement, my sisters and
I were led to make our home in Bristol. Thus at the time-honoured
St. Mary-le-Port and at the annual Clifton Conferences, we met and
rejoiced in fellowship and communion with each other in the Lord.
And then, when the death of her beloved Miss Wrigbt somewhat
broke her connection with Bristol, she found fresh joys awaiting her
at Harborne in the friendship of the Rev. 1. and Mrs. Siviter, and
wben they subsequently removed to Ilfracombe, she also spent many
happy months there at intervals.
It would be difficult to find a more ardent and intelligent observer
than our dear friend. It mattered not what was in ber hand of
picture or art gem, she always could point out fresh charms at every
glance. Having travelled a good deal in her earlier days, she had
possessed herself with mementos of every place she visited, so that
at least one room in her home in Harborne was allocated solely to
her treasure trove. But her heart would quickly turn to better and
holier things, and her face would beam with heavenly joy as some
fresh light upon the sacred Word was shed and the Scriptures were
opened up to her mind.
But although one could not be long in her company without discovering that many and marked were her gifts of intelligence and
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memory and observation, I am not writing to extol natural gifts,
except' as they were traced up to their Divine Source, the Giver of
" every perfect gift." And therefore much as she enjoyed the things
of this'life in travel and fellowship, her heart was truly set upon
heavenly realities. '
I shall never forget although many years have passed the time
when we were walking together one evening. From the summit of
a hill the distant view opened out, and we watched a most glorious
sunset. We stood in silence. We watched with thrilled hearts the
moving radiancy of reflected colours and the golden rim above the
cloud as the sun sank lower and lower, and presently she spoke of
such a sight being the nearest approach to glory that the human
heart could conceive, and of how it sets one's heart beating at the
thought, "What must it be to be there," where the Sun never goes
down and the Day never declines. It was only recently (this year)
that in one of her letters she referred to that sunset of long years
ago. "That was a glorious birthday sunset! I shall never forget it.
It seemed like a message from Himself, or rather a picture assurance.
Oh, to live more and more closely. Communion here with beloved
ones, like your dear self, is very precious, but interruptions come,
and we can so seldom meet here; but up there, communion will be
constant and always joyous in continuous service in fulness of joy.
Fears and sin and sorrows mar this beautiful earth, but in His dear
presence, fulness of joy abounds and we shall be satisfied in and with
Him for evermore."
Again, in a letter of sympathy, as recently as January, 1933, she
wrote, " I do sympathize with you in the loss of yet another friend!
Only a temporary loss. You will meet her again in our Father's
House in fulness of joy. All partings over then. And lately one
has almost felt like congratulating those dear ones who are out of all
their distresses abounding now in this sad world, which increases in
wickedness and daring defiance. Oh, what marvellou~ patience He
has! He sees the end and purpose of it all."
She was very rich all her life in friends-friends in God-and this
was ever recognized thankfully in her testimony. In almost her last
letter to me she said, "I do thank God for human love, which He
inspires in many ways for His unworthy sinful child. 'Oh, to grace
how great a debtor.''' She referred lovingly and gratefully in the
visits last year of our beloved friend, Miss J., who had come all the
way from California to see the dear people of God here. And she
spoke of perhaps the latest of all her friendships which was to be on
earth, which arose out of her receiving so unexpectedly the beautiful
Calendar, " Green Pastures," upon which she wrote in the February
and March issues. "It was remarkable," she said, " that Dean Law's
Sermon (it was on 'The Good Shepherd ') should appear simultaneously with ' Green Pastures.' He gives such deep thoughts and very
sweet ones too. There is always so much teaching. I had and valued
many of his books until I broke up my home at Harborne...• I hear
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that you have lost yet another friend. One more in heaven, dear,
but you do not mourn, for you know there is everlasting reunion not
far distant in glory. . . . Oh, what rapture at Home with Him! "
How little did any of us think when receiving such letters, and
reading what proved to be her last message to the Church on earth
in April, on "I am with You Alway," "I am with You to Save You,"
that she would be the next to enter upon the glorious inheritance
of the saints triumphant. How little did the writer expect when the
last time we joined company and had sacred converse at our Annual
Sale for the, A.P.F.S., on Dec. 9th, that the next meeting would be
without sin and our sinful infirmities and all the weakness of the
flesh, at Jesus' feet. But that is the glorious reality and prospect,
and the living saints "sorrow not as those without hope," for them
who have been laid to sleep by Jesus. We miss them greatly and
their vacant places remain vacant, none can ever take their place,
so unspeakably sweet have been our fellowship and communion with
each other in the Lord whilst on pilgrimage below. It is the friendships of the saints in Christ, the friends of God, the fellow-heirs of
the one family, which bear us up and onward in this wilderness world.
It was the all-gracious gift to His people of the lonely Man of Sorrows
that they should never know the depths of His loneliness. Hence He
has in His rich grace shed abroad His love in their hearts that they
should love one another, even as He has loved them, and walk together
as brethren in holy and heavenly converse and companionship Heavenward and Homeward.
'The words dear" Nettie" gave me when called to part with my
ever and greatly beloved father, "G. C.," spoke forcibly in 1894:, and
now doubly so in 1933 when the pen of her who wrote it no more
gives its tender, sympathetic messages. It was then that our dear
friend sent the telling words of the patriarch, "Behold I die, but
God shall be with you."
Nor could we better close this all unworthy reference to our beloved
Miss Pool than in her own words written in 1887. "Ere long He will
come, whether by death or His glorious appearing on earth. His
coming draweth near, nearer every fleeting hour. May you and I,
dear reader, know Him in His fulness of love here; may we magnify
and glorify Him in our lives. May we be found, not in our own poor,
vile righteousness, but in Him, and there complete in Him, so blameless and rejoicing with Him in the gre,at Day of His appearing. May
we all meet, readers and writer, in the joy unspeakable in Christ and
full of glory, not one missing there. So shall we find that to be for
ever with Christ, is far better indeed than the highest blessednes8
here :'No doubts nor fears 0t:>press the heart,
No thought that Christ and I may part;
No dreary day, no wlilary night,
But, oh! 'tis heaven! so blessed, so bright.'

'There we shall find that we who are even now engraven on the palms
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of His hands, continually before Him, the beloved of His heart, the
apple of His eye, shall be 'most blessed,' exceeding glad with His
countenance filled with fulness of joy, because we shall be for ever
with Him; with Him and for evermore! God grant this for His Name's
sake. Amen." *
There was a suitable allusion on the Lord's Day following her
decease, to the gentle life and warm affection in which our late beloved
friend was remembered at St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, where the Rectorin-charge told of dear Miss Pool's sudden translation. Amongst his
remarks he reminded the congregation of her great love for the
immortal Toplady's hymns (of whose pUlpit original copy she had
been the favoured possessor), and there was sung for the closing hymn
(after dear J. Irons' "Hark how the choir around the throne," and
other suitable ones during the service) :"Deathless principle arise,
Soar thou native of the skies,
Pearl of price by Jesus bought,
To His glorious likeness wrought.
Go, to shine before His throne,
Deck His mediatorial crown;
Go, His triumphs to adorn,
Made for God, to God return.
N
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This made a deep impression upon the congregation. ,
On the following Wednesday, April 5th, the remains of our beloved
friend were laid to rest at St. Bartholomew's Parish Churchyard,
Wilmslow, Cheshire, where the redeemed dust of her father, mother,
and sister, and now hers, await the glorious resurrection. They could
all say with the patriarch Job, " All the days of mine appointed time
will I wait till my change come. Thou shalt call and I will answer
thee; thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands."
Of dear" Nettie " we can truly take up the inspired. Scripture and
say, " Bles~ed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth;
yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their
works do follow them."
Let the saints forget their loneliness as one after another of our
fellow-pilgrims leave us, and let us think of their glorious exchange
from this wilderness to heaven's glory, and let us remember it is only
" Till He come."
R.
" IT is not then the duty and part of any Christian, under pretence
of the Holy Ghost, to bring in his own dreams and phantasies into
the Church; but he must diligently provide that his doctrine and
decrees be agreeable to Christ's holy Testament: otherwise, in making
the Holy Ghost the Author thereof, he doth blaspheme and belie the
Holy Ghost to his own condemnation."-Homily for Whit,-Sunday,
• St. Paul's seven wishes."
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SermonS) anb NoteS) of Sermons
A BRAND PLUCKED FROM THE FIRE.
SERMON PREACHED IN ST. MARY'S, CHELtENHAM, BY THE REV.
FRANCIS CLOSE, M.A., VICAR, AFTERWARDS DEAN OF CARLISLE.
" Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? "-ZECHARIAH iii. 2.
'ZECHARIAH was one of the prophets whom the Lord in sovereign
mercy raised up to encourage, exhort, and teach His people at the
eventful period of their return from the Babylonish captivity. Joshua
was the high priest at that time, the first who filled the sacred office
after their restoration to the Holy Land. In the very remarkable
vision connected with the words before us, Joshua appears to be
introduced as a representative of the whole nation: he was by his
office their typical mediator with God, their intercessor and advocate:
he offered sacrifices and made atonement for their sins, and was in all
respects a type of "the great High Priest of our profession, Christ
Jesus." But he had himself contracted defilements in a heathen
land, he was unskilful in his office, and many irregularities occurred
in the temple worship, upon its first re-establishment, which might
be calculated to render services unacceptable to God. This vision
was therefore vouchsafed to the prophet for the express purpose of
consoling the minds of God's people and assuring them that they,
their high priest, and their services, shall find favour in the sight of
the Lord.
The details of the vision itself are very remarkable. The prophet
beheld Jehovah, the Angel Jehovah, Joshua the high priest, standing
before them, and Satan at his right hand to accuse him. The clamorous charges which we may suppose the enemy brought against Joshua
were speedily answered by the Angel Jehovah, who rebuked him.
" And the Lord said unto Satan, the Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan,
'even the Lord 'that hath chosen Jerusalem, rebuke thee; is not
this a brand plucked out of the fire?" The Angel of the Lord
does not deny the charges which are brought against Joshua, nor does
he declare him to be unworthy of condemnation, even that of the
devil and his angels, but he claims him as one rescued from that
perdition, and set apart for Himself, even as a brand plucked by the
arm of sovereign grace out of the burning pile.
The utter unworthiness of Joshua to be the recipient of such distinguishing m.ercy is illustrated by another figure in the vision. "Now
Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel."
Instead of the pure white garments of the priestly office, which were
typical of the perfect righteousness of Christ, Joshua wa's here represented as clad in squalid raiment, indicative both of his own and the
people's guilt and iniquity. Yet he was not rejected, nor condemned;
on the contrary, the Lord spake unto His ministering angels, saying,
\' Take away the filthy garments from him." And unto Joshua the
Lord Himself said, "Behold I have caused thine iniquity to pass

'1\1

"

, I

i~

j'

I

...

~l

".
1,,/

!

The Gospel Magazine

j,

I

I

'r

I
,\

I

;tt

:"lT~
"fi

~i
~r

I1

.
1
If)
.1

1:•.

.

I

.

~,

~

~

,.

1

, '/l~

~l~l.

x! ,
l,',

).

.<'
'"':"

I~

'i 1

253

from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment." Nor was
this all: abundant honour was conferred upon the pardoned and
accepted Joshua, for the Lord said, " Let them set a fair mitre upon
his head," denoting his establishment to the office of high priest and
giving assurance that the sacrifices which he should offer for himself
and for his people should be acceptable to God. Joshua then was
honourably dismissed with an exhortation from the Lord Himself" to
walk in His ways, and keep His charge," accompanied by a promise
"that he should judge God's house and keep His courts" below,
until he was taken to the glory above, and a place should be given
him to walk among them that stand by, that is, among the bright
and shining angels who surround the throne.
Now, without any further inquiry into the literal and prophetic interpretation of this vision, and its primary application to the ransomed
of the Lord then assembled in Zion, may we contemplate it as illustrative of spiritual things. May it please God to bless and sanctify our
meditations to His glory and to our instruction and edification! Let
us again review this remarkable vision; we may see therein, (1) The
sinner accused, and (2) The sinner vindicated.
1. The ordeal to which the sinner is here submitted is terrible to
contemplate. On the one hand, we are summoned to behold the
fearful majesty of Jehovah Himself-the glory of the Lord-His dread
image before Whose appearance heaven and earth shall pass away,
and before Whose judgment seat all must appear. Before His awful
presence an individual sinner is now summoned, "clad in filthy
garments" he awaits his doom. And opposed to him stands an
accuser, a willing and vindictive witness with many a heavy charge
to allege-Satan, Beelzebub, the prince of the devils.
How different is the character in which Satan appears in this awful
vision from that which he now assumes among the children of men!
Here he masks his hideous form, disguises his evil purposes, deceives,
beguiles and tempts his unconscious victims to their ruin. He tells
of earthly joys and of the pleasures of sin; he paints religion as a
gloomy thing, the service of God as grievous bondage; and men
believe his lies and yield implicit obedience to his suggestions. But
when his work of destruction is completed and he meets the deluded
sinner before the bar of God, he throws aside his mask, appears
against his dupe as a fierce accuser; he claims him for his own; before
the frightened and trembling sinner he details the very crimes to
which by his temptations he had incited him, and upon the inflexible
principles of justice he demands the culprit's instant condemnation.
What plea is there to be urged in arrest of judgment ~ Why should
this sinner be plucked out of the fire which is prepared for him ~ In
the days of his flesh did not lust, pride, envy, malice, and ambition,
rage in the heart ~ And are not these the very embers of that fire
which never shall be quenched-the sure harbingers of the worm
that never dies ~ Where is the hand that will rescue him ~ Who
is the friend that will appear for him ~
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What ainoment of intense interest will that be to every soul of
man without exception. Let us here pause, and reflect upon the.
certain and appalling fact that our present tempter will be our future
accuser! Let us call to mind what he may have to allege against us.
With sinful and fatal partiality we misjudge ourselves, we forget our
sins and vainly fancy that they are obliterated from all remembrance;
but here is a. vigilant and remorseless enemy who with malicious
satisfaction has accurately registered and will produce them all before
us and will " set them before our eyes."
But possibly we may console ourselves with the idea that in this
great day of trial our case will not prove so desperate. Though Satan
may find some grounds of accusation against us all, yet that many
things will be discovered in us of a meritorious character, and that
the great mercy of God will be extended to cover the weakness of His
creatures whom He will surely never condemn in the everlasting
burnings. But do we find that such a plea as this was admitted or
even urged in the case of Joshua 1 Was any excuse offered for the
filthiness of his garments ~ Did he attempt to belittle his guilt or
plead his good works in contrast to his manifold offences 1 No, he
stood speechless, helpless, the picture of guilt and self-condemnation.
And so will it be with every man in similar circumstances at the last
day. He may have nothing much to say of his own defence, he will
then be speechless; his sins may now seem venial, they will then
appear unpardonable; for" every mouth will then be stopped, and all
the world will be found guilty before God." Then, if not before, will
all exclaim, " Weare all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like
the wind, have taken us away." In the person of Joshua, as exhibited
in the vision before us, we may behold our own likeness and character:
confronted with Satan at the bar even of our own conscience, we are
condemned as guilty, lost sinners: we know too well how much he
has to assert against us; we know that our best services are not only
insufficient to atone for sin, but they are in themselves polluted; our
garments are all defiled; we all lie under condemnation; Satan
claims us for his own; hell is enlarged and openeth her mouth without
measure to receive us: is there then no remedy, no defence, no friend
to help, no Saviour to deliver us 1 Blessed be God, there is One,
" able to save to the uttermost" all who come unto God by Him;
and of His full and free salvation the vision before us affords a
beautiful typical representation.
Having thus considered The sinner accused, let us
2. Consider The sinner acquitted. And Who is this that appears in
behalf of the accused in this hour of need 1 Who is this that will
rebuke Satan, and deliver the sinner from his grasp 1 It is the Lord,
Jehovah Jesus, God the Son, Who in the Name of God the Father, and
by virtue of His Holy Covenant, demands the acquittal of the prisoner.
" And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan."
Here let lus observe the evident revelation of two persons in the
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Godhead; very similar to that in David~s Psalm, "The Lord said unto
My Lord, sit Thou at My right hand until I make Thy enemies Thy
footstool." Here, too, is an illustration of the triumpharitargument
of the Apostle Paul: "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's
elect r It is God that justifieth! Who is he that condemneth ~ It
is Christ that died, yea rather that is risen again, Who is even .at the
right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession for us!" No plea is
urged in defence of the cUlprit but the sovereign purpose of God;
The Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem, rebuke thee." It is tacitly
admitted that the accusations of the enemy are true, and the only
defence set up is the sovereign election and purpose of God. True,
o Satan, this man is guilty and justly deserves eternal damnation;
viewed in himself he has nothing to plead, no excuse, no palliation:
but" is not this a brand plucked out of the fire ~" Is not he one of
those for whom I laid down My life ~ Is he not given unto Me of My
Father ~ Have I not purchased him with My blood ~ Have I not
kept the law for him, made atonement for him, brought in everlasting
righteousness for him ~ I demand his acquittal by virtue of my full,
perfect and sufficient sacrifice offered on Mount Calvary and accepted
of My Father. I have loved him with an everlasting love; he is
Mine. "This is a brand plucked out of the fire!" We may imagine
how Satan would flee away, abashed before this rebuke of the Lord
God; we read no more of him, we hear of no further charges, the
accuser is totally and for ever silenced.
The sovereignty of Divine grace and the imminent peril of the
accused sinner, are still more strikingly illustrated by this remarkable
expression of Jehovah, " Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire ~ "
Every man who is not in Christ is not merely dried fuel fit only to
be burned, but he is also described as a blazing torch, a lighted brand,
already under the influence of that unquenchable fire which none but
an Almighty hand can extinguish. To catch the full \mport of this
appalling metaphor we must behold the whole world of the ungodly
as one vast blazing pile kindled by the flames of God's just wrath
and indignation, and believers are as a single brand here and there
plucked out of the general destruction by the hand of sovereign grace
and mercy! None will abide that judgment but those whom God
hath chosen for Himself. And how will the ransomed ones ascribe
their deliverance to the free grace of God ~ With what joy will they
exclaim, "Not unto us, not unto us, 0 Lord, but unto Thy Name
be all the praise!" Even now those who have been called by grace
feel in themselves that they are in a measure at least brands plucked
from the burning, and they ascribe their deliverance to the grace of
God alone. They believe that the flames were already kindled in
them when in mercy the Lord called them, even as He saved Lot out
of Sodom. "By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works lest any man should
boast."
Some further circumstances in the vision remain to be considered,
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illustrative of the same glorious truths. Joshua was not only "as
a brand plucked out of the fire," he was not barely delivered from
that perdition which he and the people whom he represented justly
deserved, but he was honoured and glorified. "His filthy garments
were taken from him, his iniquity passed away, he was clothed in
a change of raiment, and a fair mitre was set upon his head"; beautifully descriptive of that imputed righteousness of the Lord Jesus
Christ which is "to all and upon all them that believe." Jesus has
prepared a seamless robe of beauty and holiness in which He invites
His people to the marriage feast. Thus arrayed the condemned sinner
is not only acquitted, but honourably acquitted; he is more, he is
justified, and by virtue of the new, perfect, and Divine merit and
righteousness of the Lord, in which he is clothed, he takes his seat
among the highest angels in glory. Thus," Where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound." How is every circumstance in this
vision calculated to humble the sinner and exalt the Saviour! How
powerfully does it teach us that we are all by nature guilty, ruined,
and undone, and that if saved it must be by an act of pure and
unmerited mercy and sovereign grace.
And if we indulge in the hope that we are upheld by the arms of
Divine mercy, if with humble confidence we believe" that we have
an Advocate with the Father," Who will appear before us and confess
us before the assembled worlds at the great day, then how devoted
should we be to His service! And as "He Who hath called us is
holy," so doth He require us, and promise to enable us, " to be holy
in all manner of conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy, for
I am holy." And when in anything we fail and come short of that
standard of perfection at which we aim, a result which by sad experience we all have learned to expect, for" in many things we offend all,"
how consolatory to reflect that there is One Who can silence the
accuser, and will claim us for His own at the bar of God! To Him we
all must come, confessing ourselves unprofitable servants, even when
we have done all. And to Him we will, throughout eternity, ascribe,
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, all honour, glory, and praise,
and power, for ever and ever. Amen.
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SERMONETTE.
"I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOST."
(ApOSTLES' CREED.)
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" The Lord the Spirit."-2 CORINTHIANS iii. 18, R.V.

.'..

LAST week we considered one of the Articles of the Apostles' Creed.
The present season of Whitsuntide brings to mind another article,
viz., " I believe in the Holy Ghost." Whit-Sunday, the fiftieth day
after Easter, commemorates the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the
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apostles, under the appearance of fiery tongues distributed among
them, by whom they were able to speak in various languages. This
took place on the Jewish festival called. Pentecost, celebrated fifty
days after the feast of the Passover. It should be noted, in passing,
that this was a supernatural event, and with regard to time and
circumstances a no small part of the evidence for the truth of
Christianity.
When the true Christian says, "I believe in the Holy Ghost," it
implies belief in Him as the third Person of the Blessed Trinity, as we
learn from 2 Corinthians xiii. 14: "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with
you all, Amen;" and from other Scriptures.
1. The Holy Spirit is God. One Scripture in proof, out of many,
must suffice-" Now the Lord is the Spirit and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face reflecting,
as a mirror, the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord the Spirit" (2 Cor.
iii. 17-18, R.V.). This is confirmed by all the evidence for the great
event which took place on the first Whit-Sunday, the Day of Pentecost,
when " they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts ii. 4).
2. The Holy Spirit has a Personality. While He is one with the
Father and the Son, He proceeds from both the Father and the Son,
and has a personality distinct from each (see John xiv. 26, and xv. 26).
3. The Holy Spirit is the Author of the Holy Scriptures, which
testify of Christ. Prophets and apostles were used as instruments to
write them, but the Holy Spirit was the Inspirer. "Holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. i. 21).
" All Scripture is God-breathed."
4. As it says in the Nicean Creed, the Holy Spirit is "the Lord,
and Giver of life." Every real Christian is the creatio:Q. of the Holy
Spirit. The" new man," the new nature of the child of God, is
effected by the Holy Spirit, through the Word; not by man or
minister, though these may be, and are, used as instruments. The
Church, the Body of Christ, is formed by the Holy Spirit-" By one
Spirit are we all baptized into one body" (1 Cor. xii. 13). The
instruction and building up of the Church is by the Holy Spirit. "My
speech and preaching were . . . in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God" (1 Cor. 'ii. 4-5), and the Church is God's
dwelling place in the Spirit, " In Whom" (the Lord Jesus Christ) " ye
also are builded together for an habitation of God the Spirit" (Eph.
ii. 22, R.V.).
" THE true Church is an universal congregation or fellowship of God's
faithful and elect people, built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Head Corner Stone."Homily for Whit-Sunday.
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COME BOLDLY.
the many great and precious statements of God's Word,
I love the one which says: "The Lord takes pleasure in them that
fear Him, in them that hope in His mercy." Many of God's children
must have felt that the general bent of their heart or mind might well
be described as one -of hope in His mercy. It is not an unmovable
and unshaken confidence. It comes like balm to the spirit that He
takes pleasure in them that hope in His mercy, i.e., in those who, in
spite of all their uncertainties,disconsolations, fears and throes, still
believe that He has the power and the will to help, or comfort, or
deliver, or speak His love to them, just because over and above all
that they are or do-He is kind. It was the remembrance that he
was kind which turned the prodigal away from his miserable destitution with the feeling that his father would not cast him out. It was
to his father that he was going: no sin or departure of his could
possibly or ~ver alter or diminish the relationship. It burned in his
bones, it lit up the fire in his veins, and he arose and came to his
father. I think that perhaps the hope in God's mercy, of which the
Psalmist speaks in such endearing terms, is the spirit of adoption
whereby we cry Abba, Father.
The Lord says" Come boldly to the throne of grace that we may
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need." It was bold
of Esther to go in to the king because her all was at stake. The poor
woman who touched our Lord's garment was bold in proportion as
she trembled when she but touched the Lord, and the Lord was pleased.
I suppose she was afraid that the Lord would call her presumptuous,
and not fit to come near Him, and perhaps in the going to and fro
of her thoughts she would wonder what David meant when he prayed,
" Keep back Thy servant also from presumptuous sins, let them not
have dominion over me." But they do not tremble who presume.
They do not take His Name in vain who say, or who feel, "Father,
I have sinned." David did not presume when he said, " 0 God, Thou
art my God, early will I seek Thee"; but he did presume when, forgetting that God was his strength and his only salvation, he sent and
numbered the people. Moses did not presume when, with Joshua and
Caleb, they said in effect, It is a good land which the Lord our Godgiveth us; and, gazing with wonder and admiration at the grapes,
urged an immediate and happy possession. But they did presume
who disbelieved that God was able to give it to them, and discouraged
their fellows from going forward. And when God was wroth with
them and judged them to a forty years' wandering, then they
attempted to fight, and so take possession of the good land that the
God of Jacob had made over to their fathers in an everlasting Covenant.
They might have to fight when once they were in; but no sword nor
bow of theirs was to assist their entrance.
Some said, "What shall we do that we might work the works of
God?" Jesus answered, " This is the work of God that ye believe."
They professed an interest in the things of Christ, and wanted to be
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doing, but they knew not the gift of God, and Who it was Who spoke
to them. They had never prayed" Lord, help me." Perhaps, later
on, the Lord gave them the poverty of spirit which comes only from
Himself, and, taking pleasure in them, taught them to hope in His
mercy.
FOLLOWER-ON.

"/

EXTRACT FROM LUTHER'S COMMENTARY ON GALATIANS
(CHAPTER iv., VERSE 7).
" Now, if thou be a son, thou art also the heir of God through Ohrist."
FOR he that is a son, must be also heir: for by his birth he is worthy
to be an heir. There is no work or merit that bringeth to him the
inheritance, but his birth only; and so in obtaining the inheritance
he is a mere patient, and not an agent; that is to say, not to beget,
not to labour, not to care; but to be born is that which maketh him
an heir. So we obtain eternal gifts, namely, the forgiveness of sins,
righteousness, the glory of the resurrection, and everlasting life, not
as agents, but as patients; that is, not by doing, but by receiving.
Nothing here cometh between, but faith alone apprehendeth the
promise offered. Like as therefore a son, in the politic and household
government, is made an heir by his only birth: so here, faith only ,
maketh us sons of God, born of the Word, which is the womb of God,
wherein we are conceived, carried, born, and nourished up, etc. By
this birth, then, we are made new creatures, formed by ~aith in the
Word; we are made Christians, children and heirs of God through
Jesus Christ.
Now, being heirs, we are delivered from death, sin, and the devil,
and we have righteousness and eternal life. But this far passeth
all man's capacity, that he calleth us heirs; not of some rich and
mighty prince, not of the emperor, not of the world, but of God,
the Almighty Creator of all things. This, our inheritance, then (as
Paul saith in another place) is inestimable. And if a man could comprehend the great excellency of this matter, that he is the son and
heir of God, and with a constant faith believe the same, this man would
esteem all the power and riches of all the kingdoms of the world but
as filthy dung, in comparison of his eternal inheritance. He would
abhor whatsoever is high and glorious in the world; yea, the greater
the pomp and glory of the world is, the more would he hate it. To
conclude, whatsoever the world most highly esteemeth and magnifieth,
that should be, in his eyes, most vile and abominable. For what is
all the world, with all his power, riches, and glory, in comparison of
God, Whose son and heir he is 1 Furthermore, he would heartily
desire with Paul (Phil. i. 23) to be loosed, and to be with Christ, and
nothing could be more welcome unto him than speedy death, which
he would embrace as a most joyful peace, knowing that it should be
the end of all his miseries, and that through it he should attain to
his inheritance, etc. Yea, a man that could perfectly believe this,
should not long remain alive, but should be swallowed up incontinent
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with excessive joy. But the law of the members, striving against the
law of the mind, hindereth faith in us, and suffereth it not to be
perfect. Therefore we have need of the help' and comfort of the
Holy Ghost, which in our troubles and afflictions may make intercession for us with unspeakable groanings, as before I have said.
Sin yet remaineth in the flesh, which oftentimes oppresseth the conscience, and so hindereth faith, that we cannot with joy perfectly
behold and desire those eternal riches which God has given unto us
through Christ. Paul himself. feeling this battle of the flesh against
the Spirit, crieth out: "0 wretched man that I am, who shall deliver
me from this body of death? " (Rom. vii. 24.) He accuseth his body,
which notwithstanding it behoved him to love, calling it by an odious
name, his Death. As if he would say: my body doth more afflict me,
and more grievously vex me, than death itself. For it hindered in
him also this joy of spirit. He had not always the sweet and joyful
cogitations of the heavenly inheritance to come, but he felt oftentimes also much heaviness of spirit, gre.at anguish, and terrors. Hereby
we may plainly see how hard a matter faith is; which is not easily
and quickly apprehended, as certain full and loathing spirits dream,
which swallow up at once all that is contained in the holy Scriptures.
The great infirmity which is in the saints, and the striving of the
flesh against the Spirit, do sufficiently witness how feeble faith is in
them.
For a perfect faith bringeth by-and-by a perfect contempt and
loathing of this present life. If we could fully assure ourselves, and
constantly believe that God is our Father, and we his son and heirs;
then should we utterly contemn this world, with all the glory, righteousness, wisdom, and power, with .all the royal sceptres and crowns,
and with all the riches and pleasures thereof. We should not be so
careful for this life; we should not be so addicted to the world and
worldly things, trusting unto them when we have them, lamenting
and despairing when we lose them; but we should do all things with
great love, humility, and patience. But we do the contrary; for the
flesh is yet strong, but faith is feeble, and the spirit weak. Therefore
Paul saith very well, that we have here, in this life, but only the firstfruits of the Spirit, and that, in the world to come, we shall have the
tenths also.
Through Christ-Verse 7.
Paul hath Christ always in his mouth; he cannot forget him; for
he did well foresee that nothing should be less known in the world
(yea, among them which should profess themselves to be Christians)
than Christ and His Gospel. Therefore he talketh of Him, and setteth
Him before our eyes continually. And as often as he speaketh of
grace, righteousness, the promise, adoption, and inheritance, he is
always wont to add, "in Christ," or "through Christ," covertly
impugning the law. As if he would say: These things come unto us
neither by the law nor by the works thereof; much less by our own
strength, or by the works of men's traditions; but· only by Christ.
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BELOVED PHYSICIAN."
Do any of my young readers know to whom these attractive words
refer 1 They describe one who was the dear friend and companion
of the Apostle Paul, who accompanied him in some parts of his missionary journeys, and was with him in many sorrows and trials. What
a treasure a true friend proves himself to be! In writing to the
Colossians (iv. 14) the llopostle uses the words: "Luke, the beloved
physician, and Demas greet you." So Luke was evidently not only
a faithful friend, but one who was kindly and courteous,.and a great
comfort to Paul. Some of us know the value of a Christian doctor
now, and rejoice in his skill and kindness.
When writing his beautiful letter to Philemon,Paul sent greetings
from " Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, and Lucas, my fellow-labourers,"
and it is thought that tbe 'last named is Luke. His name is also
mentioned in 2 Timothy iv. 11. At that time the apostle was drawing
near to the end of his remarkable life, and he wrote to Timothy, saying,
"Only Luke is with me," which shows that he was still lovingly
ministering to Paul.
. In the three passages referred to, the name Demas also occurs, in
two cases honourably, but in the one last quoted Demas bad just been
sorrowfully mentioned, for Paul says, "Demas hath forsaken me,
having loved this present world." How very sad such cases are! How
watchful and prayerful each young believer needs to be! We have
no power to keep ourselves. It is important to remember the apostle's
warning in 1 Corinthians x. 12: "Wherefore let him that thinketh
he standeth take heed lest he fall." Let us remember also the words
given by Jude-" Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling."
We do not know any more of Demas, but if he had' been truly born
of the Holy Spirit, he would certainly return some time to the Lord,
for nothing can hinder the words of the Lord Jesus being fulfilled" My sheep shall never perish."
But to return to "the beloved physician." His memory is dear
to all the Lord's people, because he was the one whom the .Lord used
to write two books of the Bible-the Gospel lloccording to St..Luke,
and the Acts of the Apostles. If you look at the opening verses of
both books you will learn that they were both addressed to Theophilus•
who is in one case referred to as "most excellent," which suggests
that he was a person of some importanCe. ·Then you see why the
Gospel was written, that Theophilus might know the certainty of those
things wherein he had been instructed. The Gospel tells us of the
life, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ and contains
much that is not found in the other Gospels. The Acts of the Apostles
is a sequel to the Gospel, and tells us of the Lord's ascension into heaven,
and what he continued to do on the earth through His apostles
particularly Peter and Paul.
18
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I said that Luke was Paul's companion in traveL If you glance
down Acts xvi. you will see that the writer was with the apostle at
Troas when he had the vision of a man from Macedonia, crying, " Come
over and help us," and went with him to preach the Gospel there.
He was with Paul at Philippi, where Lydia was converted,as well as
the jailor. As he did not write in the first person in chapter xvii.,
xviii., and xix., it is thought that he remained at Philippi, but years
afterwards, as recorded in chapter xx., he sailed from Philippi with
Paul, and wa.s with him all the journey to Jerusalem.
Thus we see how eager "the beloved physician" was to tell the
glad tidings of a Saviour's love to others, and what a true friend he
was to the Apostle Paul.
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." THE ROBE O.F RIGHTEOUSNESS."

j,

A STORY FOR. THE YOUNG.

AN esteemed reader of this Magazine was interested in the" Wayside
Notes" on "The Robe of Righteousness" which appeared in the
April issue. It reminded her of the following true story. It relates
to the daughter of Protestant parents. This girl.was brought up by
a Roman Catholic nurse. Mercifully, however, she was not led away
by her into the errors of the Church of Rome. When she was about
eighteen years of age, she became " very much concerned about her
soul," and she determined to visit different Churches in London to
hear if possible the truth about" .Free Salyation." She received no
help, however, from any of the Churches which she visited. Then
"she determined to pray without ceasing to be given light. This
she did for two years." Then" much to her surprise she had a dream,
which seemed to her to be a direct answer from her heavenly Father
to herself." This" quite satisfied her that salvation was perfectly
free, and 'not of works.' Some years afterwards she had a severe
illness, and during convalescence she felt compelled to write the lines"
which we subjoin, "though she had never before attempted anything
of the kind." The lines are headed, "He hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness" (Isa. lxi. 10). "Not of works, lest any man
should boast" (Eph. ii. 4-9).
They relate evidently to the dream previously referred to. Here
are the lines which our young readers and others will be interested
to read.
Was it a dream, or was .It more?
Methinks it was in part;'
When Jesus Christ revealed Himself
To my poor doubting heart.
A vision rose of lovely trees
And rainbow circled sky;
God's glory seemed to shine on all,
Proclaiming Christ is nigh.

.;.,'

,.

t~

~'
,I
"

I

I

,j,l
,"'~
I

"

,

'

fl.
'\

,:'

\

L.,
'1<
1

I
i'r

Th~

<!tOtte~ponlJenct.

1/ ..

f

·1,

~

\

I{

268

I heard a. voice beside· me say.. What. works hast thou to bring?
Thou art not worthy,sinful child,
To meet thy glorious King!
.. The work of God is to believe
On Him Whom He hath sent i
Put on His robe of righteousness,
And be with that content."
By faith I took that lovely robe,
Sin's covering to be;
And ever since that vision grand,
He's all in all to me.
And when He comes the second time,
My title deed to Heaven,
Will still be His own righteousness,
To me so freely given.
Or should death's sudden call be mine,
In ·that pure robe arrayed,
My Saviour's voice will whisper then,
,. 'TisI, be not afraid."
In thankfulness to Thee, dear Lord,
For Thy salvation free,
May I, by loving service show
My gratitude to Thee.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary to sailors, acknowledgin~ one of our
parcels writes: "Very many thanks for the parcel of Gospel literature
received from you on Saturday. I will make good use of it. My
difficulty is getting enough of such literature for giving to the men.
I read regularly the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and often see your letters in
it. I am being greatly cheered, and through His mercy do see some
fruit. My dear wife has been seriously ill, but God has very graciously
spared her life. We can say out of a full heart, 'How good is the
God we adore.' Again thanking you for the most useful parcel."
A friend writes: "I am so sorry things are so sad with you. Everything seems in a sad state. I saw in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Miss Pool
(Nettie) had passed aw:ay. How very much she will be missed."
Another friend writes, " SixtY.years is a long time, and the work still
going on. May you be encouraged. Obstacles are sure to be met with
-they bring us to our knees oftener with a feeling sense of our help~
lessness and dependence upon Him."
Yours' sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R.E. BRIDEll..
Bristol,4, May, 1933.

$64

The Gospel

In

Magaz~ne

.ftlemotiam~

THE LATE MRS. GORE, OF BLACKPOOL.
(From a Correspondent.)
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
I am writing to you with reference to the Homecall of Mrs. Gore,
of Blackpool, who was a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and a lover
of the truths contained therein., A younger- sister of 'the late Mr.
McNeill, of Blackburn, who was a former contributor to the pages of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and an able defender of the "Reformed Protestant Faith," she like her brother was a contender for right things.
I had no early association with Mrs. Gore, being only one of her
young friends, but in conversation with her she' has declared how
she was made to see the emptiness of all religious formalism, and her
need of a pe;rsonal, experimental acquaintance with the person and
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. She was made a conscious sinner,
and consequently made to value salvation as wrought by the Lord
Jesus Christ. Her interest in the Saviour's redempiive work was made
known by the power of the Holy Spirit, for He Who convinces of sin
,
eventually leads to " Jesus' Blood."
She was a Baptist by profession and practice, being a member of
the Particular Baptist cause at Blackburn. Through business she left
that town, coming to Blackpool, then she went on to Barrow, and
eventually came back to Blackpool again. Mrs. Gore was no sectarian,
and she set a value on the Gospel wherever it was proclaimed.
Early in March Mrs. Gore had a partial stroke, and in consequence
was laid up, quiet being insisted upon. I visited her and was amazed
at the confidence and certainty with which she spoke, although afflicted.
Her standing was upon the sure foundation from which she declared
'< all" the dYllamite in England could not blow her, and she said,
" Sweet to lie passive in His hands and know no will but His." On
again visiting h.er I found her in the same mind.' Other testimony
that she gave was, "Call ,this a bed of affliction 1 Why, it is a bed of
lilies," so much did she feel the presence of the blessed Lord. She
did expect to get up again, but wondered if that would compensate
her for the things she then enjoyed, if the sensible comfort of them
were tfl.ken away. Her prospect of heaven was great, and her expectation of getting there pronounced. "Why," said she, "the Lord will
iiot leave a poor weak thing like me to find my way there; noHe will come for me Himself and take me safely there." Her expectationsof getting up again were not realized. She began to worsen,
and on the morning of March 21st, in her seventy-eighth year, the
Lord indeed did' come to take her to be with Himself.
Kind regards and best wishes for your support and sustainment in
the editorial work of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and the proclamation
of the Gospel.
G. WHITESIDE.
Yours sincerely,
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THE LATE' REV. HENRY ATHERTON.
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IT was a great surprIse and grief to us when we saw in: the obituary
column of The Times the announcement of the Home Call of the
Rev. Henry Atherton, Minister of Grove Chapel, Camberwell. ,He had
only reached the age of 60, and though we knew that he had ,had
several periods of prolonged weakness, we had hoped that his life
would be spared for many more years to proclaim the Gospel of God's
grace at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, London. Mr. Atherton was noted
for his strong Protestantism and his bold advocacy of the great doctrin\ls
of grace. His conversion, an account of, which we subjoin, was very
remarkable.
He had many natural abilities, which he diligently used in the
serv,ice of his Master. He had read very extensively the works of
the leaders of the Reformation, and he was untiring in setting forth the
principles of the Reformers, and especially those doctrines which are
associated with the name of Calvin. Our tender Christian sympathy
goes out to his sorrowing widow, and to the members of the congregation to whom he has ministered since January, 1913.
,
,The following notice of Mr. Atherton appeared in The Engli,h
Ohurchman for May 4th. It is from the pen of L.A. ;THE REV. H. ATHERTON.
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"On Tuesday morning, April 25th, the Rev. Henry Atherton
entered into the presence of his Lord. The closing hours of his life
and his' falling asleep' were a gloriQus vindication of the faith which
possessed him, and of the doctrines of grace which he tenaciously held
and so faithfully, proclaimed. To one who witnessed his end, his
triumphant joy in the presence of death was the most convincing
proof of the truth of the Gospel of God's free grace which he proclaimed
to the last.
.
"Henry Atherton was widely known. While he will chiefly be
remembered through his association with the Grove Chapel, and !is
first secretary and afterwards President of the Sovereign Grace Unio:p.,
his Christian activities were begun long before his call to London.
" Marvellously converted to God from a life of sin, it was hot long
ere he was testifying to those who had known him in his former life
in his native town of Wigan. As he told of the ' great things which
the Lord had done for him' blessed results followed.
" Latef he was engaged by the Church As.sociation, and for fourteen
years he laboured successfully, first as a van Evangelist, and later as
Pastor of the Church of England Protestant Mission at Halifax, Yorkshire, and as Pastor of a similar Mission in Oxfordshire. For two
years prior to his call to the Pastorate of Grove Chapel, he was Evangelist at St. Paul's Church, Halliwell, Bolton. Here he was greatly
used of God, especially among the men.
" Of his twenty years' work at Camberwell, it is impossible to speak
adequately here. Faithful to a degree to the great doctrines of the
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Reformation, he won for himself a name and a place in the minds and
hearts of many. Fearless of man, he testified boldly of the grace of
God. Through his ministry many were turned to righteousness and
believers were established in their most holy faith. His accurate
knowledge of the Scriptures, combined with his extensive reading,
made him' a workman that needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing
the Word of Truth.'
"·No appreciation of the Rev. Henry Atherton would be complete
without a brief reference to his work in connection with the Sovereign
Grace Union. This Union, by means of conferences, meetings, and
the publication of the writings of ancient and modern upholders of
Reformation doctrine, is doing a valuable work in counteracting the
errors of the present day and in setting forth positive truth. Its
inception was due to the efforts of Mr. Atherton, and he has been its
moving spirit ever since. It is no exaggeration to say that our brother
literally spent himself in the work of the Church ;.md the Union.
THE FUNERAL.
" Amid many manifestations of sympathy and respect Mr. Atherton'
mortal remains were laid to rest on Saturday morning last. Th
funeral was conducted by the Rev. L. Atherton, curate of Trinity
Church, Tunbridge Wells, assisted by the Rev. J. Willoughby, London,
the Rev. J. Tolland, Belfast, and Mr. Moore, of Camberwell. A large
number of friends and of the congregation assembled at the Chapel
at 10.30. The form of service used was that of the Church of England.
Three very appropriate hymns were sling: 'Ye sons of Jacob, chosen
race,' , A debtor to mercy alone,' and' My hope is built on nothing
less.' Intensely solemn, but radiant with assurance, the service will
long be remembered by all who were present.
" The interment took place at midday at Honor Oak Cemetery, in
a secluded part reserved for the inmates of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society's Home. Mr. Atherton had a great affection for this Society
and those assisted by it. It was fitting that he should be laid to rest
among them at the last. As the hymn' Mark how the glorious hosts
above' was sung, it was felt that the praises of earth were uniting with
those of the redeemed who see their Lord face to face.
"L. A."
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THE REV. H. ATHERTON'S CONVERSION.
(Reprintedjrom THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE jar December, 1919, p. 538.)

THE History of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, reviewed in a previous
issue, contains the following remarkable account of the conversion of
its present pastor. It is a striking illustration of the grace and
providence of God in the calling out of His elect people. We print
it. not to exalt the creature, but to glorify the God of all grace.
" Henry Atherton was born of pious parents in Wigan,· Lancashire
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-but from a youth he despised the ways of the Lord, running into
all kinds of sin and wickedness. It is said he neither feared God or
the devil-a Sabbath-breaker, gambler,. drunkard, and a leader of
others in all manner of evil, without any desires for God or His truth,
until the appointed time for his call, which was in the following
manner :"After going home from the theatre one Monday evening, he fmind
a tract on the mantleshelf, which was headed, ' Where will you spend
eternity l' Not believing in these things, he rolled it up and threw
it. into the fire, saying he did not believe in such stuff. But the
next morning, as he was going to his occupation, and getting near
Ince, he saw a man coming towards him. He seemed to be very
happy; he was whistling. When he got to Mr. Atherton he fell at
his feet. MT. A. thought the poor man had fainted, and tried to
give him a drink; but failing to do so he unbuttoned his shirt, put
his hand to the man's breast, and found. his heart had stopped_the
man was dead. A voice spoke out, 'If that had been you, where
would you have spent eternity l' Mr. Atherton, turning round,
said, ' In helL' He expected to see someone,but there was nobody
there'; he was alone with the man. He raised a cry. for help, and
soon several were on the spot. He left them with the dead man and
went back home.
"Who spoke those words 1 The same Voice that spoke to Saul
of Tarsus; the same Voice Luther heard; the same One who spoke
to Bunyan, spoke to Mr. Atherton on that morning. For months
he was under the conviction of sin.
" It would take too long to teli all his soul-struggles, but now he
believed in a God, in a devil, and in a hell. He now knew these were
realities; but we will tell as briefly as possible how the Lord by His
Spirit revealed the Lord Jesus Christ as a Saviour.
_
" Late one night, when all the family excepting himself had gone
to bed, he was busy reading the Bible, and he realized the need of a
Saviour, when he cried to the Lord, ' Lord, Thou knowest I am a very
bad and wicked sinner; I cannot help myself; if Thou sendest me
to hell it will be my just desert, but pity me, have mercy upon me ' ;
when all at once a great light burst in upon his soul, and these words
came with power, ' This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom
] am chief'; and he realized in some small but gracious measure
that Jesus Christ was the sinner's Friend."
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" Now the pardon of sin, without an adequate expiation; the justification of sinners, without a perfect righteousness ; and, in a ",ord,
the salvation Of the guilty without a complete redemption, would have
essentially contradicted every attribute of God, and every declaration
of His will."-Toplady.
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EVANGELICAL RELIGION.

1~1

By THE LATE BISHOP JOHN CHARLES RYLE.*

IT may be laid down as a rule, with tolerable confidence, that the
absence of accurate definitions is the very life of religious controversy.
If men would only define with precision the theological terms which
they use, many disputes would die.
.
In opening this subject, I desire to remember carefully this important
rule. Without further preface, I shall begin by explaining what I mean
when I speak of " Evangelical Religion."
That is, I.want to consider the religion which is peculiar to that party
in the, Church of England which is commonly called" Evangelical."
To that point I shall confine myself, and to that alone.
Now wha1! are the distinctive peculiarities of the religion of the
Evangelical school. That it has some leading tenets or principles is
unmistakable and undeniable. What are those principles which
distinguish it from other schools? This in plain words is my subject---.Has Evangelical Religion any distinctive principles? I answer, it
has.-Are they worth contending for? I answer, they are.
I approach the subject with a deep sense of its difficulty.
It cannot, be handled without touching points of extreme nicety,
and treading on very delicate ground. It necessitates comparison
between section and section of our Church; and all comparisons are
odious. But there are times when comparisons are a positive duty.
It is an apostolic command to " try things that differ" (Phil. i. 10).
The existence of parties in the Church of England is a fact that cannot
be ignored. To pretend that we do not see them is absurd. Whether
we like it or not, there they are, and the world around us knows it.
But while I have a deep sense of the difficulty of the subject, I have
a deeper sense of its importance. The clouds are gathering round the
Church of England; her very existenc~ is in peril. Conflicting opinion,s
bid fair to rend her in twain. A strife has arisen within her pale since
1830, not about the trappings and vestments of religion, but about the
very foundations of the Gospel. It remains to be seen whether our
beloved Church will survive the struggle. Surely it is high time for ,
Evangelical clergymen and laymen to review calmly their position, and to
consider seriously what it is they have got to maintain and defend.
There are two questions which I wish to bring under the notice of
my readers.
I. What Evangelical Religion is.
11. What it is not.
Each of these questions I shall attempt to touch very briefly.
• (From

KNOT'S

~

I(

I

,ii
~

1

',A

\~

(,

J

'(

..

Price 2/6, Published by 'Thynne & Co. Ltd"
Whitefriars St" Fleet Street London. E.C,4,)
UNTIED,

I~,

~}

(:

1.1

;1

The Gospel Magazine

I(

I.
~I'

~

k

'I

I

11,
t\.

,..I

t~

,.

'f! .

..It

I,

i

1\ '
d

i

•r

1

%.i

'f

r

J
\ -,

,»

269

WHAT EVANGELICAL RELIGION IS.

To this question the simplest answer I can give is to point out what
appear to be its leading features. These I consider to be five in number.
a. The first leading feature in Evangelical Religion is the absolute
supremacy it assigns to Holy Scripture, as the only rule of faith and
practice, the only test of truth, the only judge of controversy.
Its theory is that man is required to believe nothing, as necessary
to salvation, which is not read in God's Word written or can be proved
thereby. It totally denies that there il:! any other guide for man's soul,
co-equal or co-ordinate with the Bible. It refuses to listen to such
arguments as" the Church says so,"-" the Fathers say so,"-" primitive antiquity says so,"-" Catholic tradition says so,"-" the CouncUs
say so," -" the ancient liturgies say so,"-" the Prayer-book says
so,"-" the universal conscience of mankind says so,"-" the verifying
light within says so,"-unless it can be shown that what is said is in
harmony with Scripture.
The supreme authority of the Bible, in one word, is one of the
corner-stones of our system. Show us anything plainly written in
that Book, and, however trying to flesh and blood, we will receive it,
believe it, and submit to it. Show us anything, as religion, .which is
contrary to that Book, and, however specious, plausible, beautiful,
and apparently desirable, we will not have it at any price. Our faith
can find no resting-place except in the Bible, or in Bible arguments.
Here is rock: all else is sand.
b. The second leading feature in Evangelical Religion is the depth
and prominence it assigns to the doctrine of human sinfulness and
corruption.
Its theory is that in consequence of Adam's fall, all men are as far
as possible gone from original righteousness, and are of their own
natures inclined to evil. They are not only in a miserable, pitiable,
and bankrupt condition, but in a state of guilt, imminent danger, and
condemnation before God. They are not only at enmity with their
Maker, and have no title to heaven, but they have no will to serve
their Maker, no love to their Maker, and no meetness for heaven.
We hold that il. mighty spiritual disease like this requires a mighty
spiritual medicine for its cure. We dread giving the slightest countenance to any religious system of dealing with man's soul, which even
seems to encourage the notion that his deadly wound can be easily
healed. We dread fostering man's favourite notion that a little
churoh-going and sacrament-receiving,-a little patching, and mending,
and whitewashing, and gilding, and polishing, and varnishing, and
painting the outside,-is all that his case requires. Hence we protest
with all our. heart against formalism, sacramentalism, and every species
of mere external or vicarious Ohristianity. We maintain that all such
religion is founded on an inadequate view of man's spiritual need. ~t
requires far more than this to save, or satisfy, or sanctify a soul. It
requires nothing less than- the blood of God the Son applied to the conscience,
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and the grace of God the Holy Ghost entirely renewing, the heart. Man is
radically diseased, and man needs a radical cure. I believe that
ignorance of the extent of the fall, and of the whole doctrine of original
sin, is one grand reason why many can neither understand, appreciate,
nor receive Evangelical Religion. Next to the Bible, as its foundation,
it is based on a clear view of original sin.
c. The third leading feature of Evangelical Religion is the paramount importance it attaches to the work and office of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and to the nature of the salvation which He has wrought out
for mali.
Its theory is that the eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ, has by His
life, death, and resurrection, as our Representative and Substitute,
obtained a complete salvation for sinners, and a redemption from the
guilt, power, and consequences of sin, and that all who believe on Him
are, even while'they live, completely forgiven and justified from all
things,-are reckoned completely righteous before God,-are interested
in Christ and all His benefits.
We hold that nothing whatever is needed between the soul of man the
sinner and Christ, the Saviour, but simple, childlike faith, and that all
means, helps, ministers, and ordinances are useful just so far as they
help this faith, but no further ;-but that rested in and relied on as
ends and not as means, they become harmful to the soul.
,We hold that an experimental knowledge of Christ crucified and
interceding, is the very essence of Christianity, and that in teaching
men the Christian religion we can never dwell too much on Christ
Himself, and can never speak too strongly of the fulness, freeness,
and simplicity of the salvation there is in Him for everyone that
believes.
.
Hence we maintain that people ought to be continually warned
not to make a Christ of the Church, or of the ministry, or of the forms
of worship, or of baptism, or of the Lord's Supper. We say that life
eternal is to know Christ, believe in Christ, abide in Christ, have daily
heart communion with Christ, by simple personal faith,-and that
everything in religion is useful so far as it helps forward that life of
faith, but no further.
d. Tpe fourth leading feature in Evangelical Religion is the high
place which it assigns to the inward work of the Holy Spirit in the heart
of man.
Its theory is that the root and foundation of all vital Christianity
in anyone, is a work of grace in the heart, and that until there is real
experimental business within a man, his religion is a mere husk, and
shell, and can neither comfort nor save. We maintain that the things
which need most to be pressed on men's attention are those mighty
works of the Holy Spirit, inward repentance, inward faith; inward hope,
inward hatred of sin, and inward love to God's la~. And we say that
to tell men to take comfort in their baptism or Church-membership,
when these all-important graces are unknown, is delusive and dangerous.
We maintain firmly that there can be no real conversion to God; no
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new creation in Christ, no new birth of the Spirit, where 'there is nothing
felt and ,experienced within. We hold that the witness of the Spirit,
however much it may be abused, is a real true thing.
e. The fifth and last leading feature in Evangelical Religion is the
importance which it attaches to the outward and visible work of the Holy
.Ghost in the life of man.
Its theory is that the true grace of God is a thing that will always
make itself manifest in the conduct, behaviour, ways, and habits of
pim who has it. It is not a dormant thing, that can be within a man
and not show itself without. The heavenly seed is " not corruptible,
but incorruptible." It is a seed which is distinctly said to " remain"
in everyone that is born of God (1 Pet. i. 23; 1 John iii. 9). Where
the Spirit is, He will always make His presence known.
We hold that it is wrong to tell men that they are" children of God
and members of Christ, and heirs of the' kingdom of heaven," unless
they really overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil. We maintain
that to tell a man he is" born of God," or regenerated, while he is living
in carelessness or sin, is a dangerous delusion, and calculated to do
infinite mischief to his soul. We affirm confidently that" fruit" is the
only certain evidence of a man's spiritual condition; that if we would
know whose he is and whom he serves, we must look first at his life.
Such are the leading features of Evangelical Religion. Such are the
main principles which characterize the teaching of the Evangelical
school in the Church of England.
I do not for a moment deny that many Churchmen who are outside
the Evangelical body, are sound in the main about the five points
I have named, if you take them one by one. But they do not give
them the prominence, position, degree, priority, dignity, and precedence
which we do. And this I hold to be a most importance difference between
us and them. It is the position which we assign to these points, which is
one of the grand characteristics of Evangelical theology., We say that
they are the principal things in Ohristianity.
,
To show all the foundations on which Evangelical Religion is based,
would be clearly impossible in a short compass. We appeal to the
Holy Scriptures, and challenge anyone to examine our system by the
light of the New Testament.-We appeal to the Thirty-nine Articles
of our own Church, and assert unhesitatingly that they are on our
side.We appeal to the writings of our leading Divines; from the Reforma~
tion down to the time of Archbishop Laud, and invite any man to
compare our teaching with theirs.-Of ourselves and our imperfections
we may well be ashamed; but of what is called" Evangelical Religion ','
we have no cause to be ashamed at all. Let men say what they please.
Nothing is easier than to call names, affix odious epithets, and frighten
ignorant people, by raising the cry of " Calvinism" or " Puritanism"
against the Evangelical school. I believe firmly that impartial inquiry
will always show that Evangelical Religion is the religion of Scripture
.and of the Church of England.
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WHA't EVANGELICAL' RELIGION IS NOT.

:i turn now to the negative side of my subJect. Having shown what
Eva~gelical Religion

is, it becomes my duty next to show what it is not.
1. Evangelical Religion does not despise learning, research, or the
Wisdom of days gone by. It is not true to say that we do. In thorough
appreciation of anything that thrf)wslight on God's Word, we give place
.to nqne. Let anyone look over the lists of those who in days gone by
have been eminent for theological scholarship in this country, and I am
bold to say he will find some of the most eminent are Evangelical men.
Ridley, Jewell, Usher, Lightfoot, Davenant, Hall, Whittaker, Willett,
Reynolds, Leighton, Owen, Baxter, Manton, are names that for profound learning stand second to none. To what school do they belong,
if not to the Evangelical 1 What school, I ask confidently, has done
more for the exposition and interpretation of Scripture than the Evangelical school 1 What school has given to the world more Commentaries 1 Even in the Egyptian darkness of last century, there were
few English divines who showed more real learning than Hervey,
Romaine, and Toplady.
Turn even to our own day, and I say, unhesitatingly, that we have
no cause to be ashamed. To name divines of the last generation. I
do not shrink from saying that the .three great books of Dean Goode
on Scripture, Baptism, and the Lord's Supper, remain to the present
day unanswered by the 'opponents of the Evangelical school. Sneers
about ignorance and shallowness may be safely disregarded, while
books like these are unrefuted.
.
But while we do no despise learning, we steadily refuse to place any
uninspired writings on a level with revelation. We refuse to call any
man" father" or "master," however learned or intellectual he may
be. . We own no master over conscience in religious matters, except
the Bible. To us there is but one test of truth: "What is written
in the Scripture 1 What saith the Lord 1 "
2. Evangelical Religion does not undervalue the Ohurch, or think
lightly of its privileges. In sincere and loyal attachment to the Church
'of England we give place to none. Wevalue its form of government,
its Confession of Faith, its mode of worship, as much as any within its
pale. We have stuck by it through evil report and good report, while
many who once talked more loudly about their Churchmanship have
seceded and gone over to Rome. We stand by it still, and will resist all
attempts to Romanize it to the very death l We know its value, and
would hand it down unimpaired to our children's children.
But we steadily refuse to exalt the Church above Christ, or to teach
our people that membership of the Church is identical with membership
of Christ. We can find no proof in the Bible that the Lord Jesus
Christ ever meant a body of erring mortals, whether ordained or not
ordained, to be treated as infallible. We consequently hold that a vast
quantity of language in this day about" the Church" and the" voice
of the Church" is mere unmeaning verbiage.
3. Evangelical Religion does not undervalue the Ohristian ministry.
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We ;regard it as an honourable office instituted .by Christ Himself, and
of general necessity for carrying on the work of the Gospel. We look
on ministers as preachers of God's Word, His ambassadors, messengers,
servants, shepherds, and stewards.
But we steadily refuse to admit that Christian ministers are in any
sense sacrificing priests, mediators between God and man, lords of men's
consciences, or private. confessors. We refuse it, not only because we
ca,nnot see it in the Bible, but also because we have read the lessons of
Church history. We find that Sacerdotalism, or priestcraft, has fre.
quently been the curse of Christianity, and the ruin of true religion.
And we say boldly that the exaltation of the ministerial office to an
unscriptural place and extravagant dignity in the Church of England
in the present day, is likely to alienate the affections of the laity, to
ruin the Church, and to be the source of every kind of error and superstition.
4, Evangelical Religion does not undervalue the Sacraments of Baptism
and the Lord's Supper. We honour them as holy ordinances appointed
by Christ Himself, and as blessed means of grace, which in all who use
them rightly, worthily, and with faith, "have a wholesome effect or
operation."
But we steadily refuse to admit that Ohrist's Sacraments convey grace
ex -opere operato, and that in every case where they are administered,
good must of necessity be done. We refuse to admit that they are
the grand media between Christ and the soul,-:;l.bove faith, above
preaching, and above prayer. We protest ,against the idea that in
baptism the use of water, in the name of the Trinity, is invariably and
necessarily accompanied by regeneration. We protest against the
practice of encouraging anyone to come to the Lord's Table unless he
repents truly of sin, has a lively faith in Christ, and is in charity with
all men. We protest against the theory that the Lord's Supper is a
sacrifice, as alike contrary to the Bible, Articles, and Prayer-book.
And above all, we protest against the notion of any corporal presence
of Christ's flesh and blood in the Lord's Supper, under the forms of
bread and wine, as an "idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful
Christians."
5. Evangelical Religion does not undervalue the English Prayer-book.
We honour that excellent book as a matchless form of public worship,
most admirably adapted to the wants of human nature.
But we do not presume to say there can be no acceptable worship
of God without the Prayer-book. It does not possess the same
authority as the Bible.
6. Evangelical Religion does not undervalue Episcopacy. We give
to our Bishops as much honour and respect as any section of the
Church of England does, and in reality a great deal more.
But we steadily refuse to believe that Bishops are infallible, or that their
words are to be believed when they are not in; harmony with the Scriptures,or that Episcopacy is the first test of a Church being a true Church,or that Presbyterian orders are not valid orders, or that non-Episcopal
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Christians are to be handed over to the uncovenanted mercies of
God.
We· never will admit that the acts and doings and deliverances of
any Bishops, however numerous, and by whatever name they are
called, whether aPan.Anglican Synod or not, are to be received as
infallible, and not to be submitted to free criticism. We cannot forget
that erring Bishops ruined the Church of England in the days of
Charles the First,-almost ruined it again in 1662, when they cast out.
the Purit!j.ns,~andnearly ruined it once more in the eighteenth century,.
when they shut out the Methodists.
7. Evangelical Religion .does not object to handsome churches. We
abhor slovenliness and disorder in God's service, as much as any. We
would have all things done" decently and in order" (1 Cor. xiv. 40).
.But we steadily maintain that simplicity should be the grand
characteristic of Christian worship. We hold that human nature is so.
easily led astr~y; and so thoroughly inclined to idolatry, that ornament
in Christian worship should be used with a very sparing hand. We
firmly believe that the tendency of excessive ornament, and a theatrical
ceremonial, is to defeat the primary end for which worship was estab·
lished, to draw away men's minds from Christ, and to make them walk
by sight and not by faith. We dare not forget the great principle of
Scripture, that "man looketh on the outward appearance, but the
Lord looketh on the heart" (1 Sam. xvi. 7).
8. Evangelical religion does not undervalue unity. We love harmony
and peace as much as any Christians in the world.
But we firmly maintain that there can be no real unity without oneness
in the faith. We protest against the idea of unity based on a common
Episcopacy, and not on a common belief of Christ's Gospel. We abhor
the very idea of reunion with Rome, unless Rome first purges herself
from her many false doctrines and superstitions.
9. Last, but not least, Evangelical Religion does not undervalue
Ohristian holiness and self-denial. We give place to none in exalting
humility, charity, meekness, gentleness, temperance, purity, self-denial,
good works, and separation from the world. With all our defects, we
are second to no section of Christ's Church in attaching the utmost
importance to private prayer, private Bible-reading, and private
communion with God.
But we steadily deny that true holiness consists in calling everything
" holy" in religion, and thrusting forward the word " holy" at every
turn. We will not allow that true holiness is really promoted by an
ostentatious observance of Lent, by keeping Ecclesiastical fasts and
saints' days, by frequent communion, by frequent gestures, and
postures expressive of humility, in public worship. We believe, on
the contrary, that such holiness (so-called) too often begins from the
outside, and is a complete delusion.
The Bum of the whole matter is this :-we give all lawful honour to
learning, the Church, the ministry, the Sacrament, Episcopacy, the
Pr~yer-book,Church ornament, unity, .and holiness; but we firmly
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decline to give them more honour than we find given to them in God's
Word.
And what do we learn from all this? We learn that we must be
very careful how we give primary honour to things invented by man,
or even to things which, though ordained by God, are secondary things
in religion. We learn, above all, that those who accuse us of undervaluing the things I have mentioned, because we refuse to make them
idols, are only exposing their own ignorance of Scripture.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
WELL-ATTENDED meetings were held in Caxton Hall on Friday,
May 5th, in connection with the 126th Anniversary of the above
Society. In the afternoon an excellent Sermon was preached by the
Rev. Thomas Houghton (Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE) from
Hebrews ii. 3. Albert Mitchell, Esq;, presided over the evening
meeting. The Rev. S. W. White read the Scripture and offered prayer.
The Report presented by the Secretary expressed thanksgiving to
God for all supplies. The income had met all expenditure. Over
£11,000 had been expended in pensions, the higher pension having
been raised last July. There were 1079 pensioners on the books and
the eight Homes had been well maintained. In a few opening words
the Chairman pointed out the Report suggested kindly service in
fellowship. In moving the adoption of the Report the Rev. Thomas
Houghton emphasized that the Society was in the interest of pilgrims
and was founded on pilgrim truth. The Rev. E. Poole Connor, in
seconding the resolution, remarked that the privilege of caring for
members of the Household of Faith was clearly taught in Holy Scripture; it was also a matter of stewardship, and the opportunity of
ministration was limited. Addresses in support of the work were
also given by the Rev. G. J. Attwood and Mr. J. A. Densham.
The Anniversary of the Camberwell Home will be held on June 1st,
and the Annual Sale of Work on June 8th. A meeting will be held
in the garden at " Appledore," Lumley Road; Horley, on the 21st,
and there will (D.V.) be services afternoon and evening at Bethel
Chapel, Verulam Road, St. Albans, on the 29th.

THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.'
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
Houghton, Mr. S.
" A Pilgrim" (per Miss
050
1 0 0 Knight, Mrs.H.
L. Ormiston)
040
1 0 0 Pizey, Mr. J. H.
Butcher, Mrs. M. A.
040
2 18 4 Smith, Mr. J. W.
Holder, Mr. O.
010 0
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ltebtettls anlJ Jl,ottcta of JSoota.
WE have received three Tracts of the Times publIshed by. the Free
Church of England. No. 11 is entitled'THE OXFORD MOVEMENT CENTENARY: Shall we celebrate it? By
Rev. S. Leigh Hunt.
'.
.
. T~is is an excellent concise explanation of the Oxford Movement;.
It traces its history briefly, giving quotations from authoritative'
sources to show its real character. It also shows that the existence
of the Free Church of 'England is due to Evangelical protest against
the Romish teaching of the Oxford Movement, and that the Free
Church of England retains the XXXIX Articles and the Prayer Book
-the hitter with slight modifications. The tract may be obtained from
the R;ev. A. V. Bland, D.D., Rydal Mount, Moreca.,mbe. Price about Id.
Tract No.•9 is entitled REGENERATION, and' is written by the
Rev. D. A. Thompson, of Bexhill.
The tract draws attention to certain expressions which are twisted
by Anglo-Catholics to mean the great error of Baptismal Regeneration.
These expressions, though unfortunate, were clearly not intended by
the Reformers to teach this erroneous doctrine. To prevent mis"
understanding, however, the Free Church of England have removed
objectionable expressions from the Prayer Book in use in its Churches,
and it also expressly condemns the doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration.
The author very clearly and helpfully unfolds from Scripture the true
doctrine of the New Birth.
This tract, and No. 10, may be obtained from the Rev. A. V. Bland,
Rydal Mount, Morecambe. Price about Id.
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Tract No. 10 is entitled, By WHAT AUTHORITY?
This deals with four questions, and clearly and ably shows that the
supreme authority to which the apostles and the Early Church appealed
",as the Word of God. The same is true of the legal, standards of the
Church of England and of the Free Church of Englllrnd. The Bible
llolone is our infallible guide.

------

We have received THE QUARTERLY RECORD of the Trinitarian Bible
Society. It contains News from the Field, Triumphs of the
Gospel among Lepers in the Philippine Islands, and a lengthy
record of Sermons and Meetings in different parts of the country.
The price. of The Quarterly Record is 2d., and it may be had from
T. B. S. Office, 7, Bury Street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C.L
THE ORIGIN OF THE OXFORD MOVEMENT and WHAT WAS THE OXFORD
MOVEMENT? Both, these tracts are by Mr. W. Prescott Upton,
Editorial Secretary of The Chur~h Association. They are well
written; full of important facts, and worthy of wide circulation.
They may be had from The Church A~ociation,.13 & 14, Buckingha...m Street, Stra.nd, W.C.2. Price 6d. per· dozen or 3/- per 100.
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