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.. Who comforteth US in all our trihulation, that we may he ahle to comfort them which are in any
trouhle, hy the comfort wherewith we ourselv"" are comforted of God."-2 OORINTHIANS I. 4.

BELOVED, CONSOLED AND INSPIRED WITH HOPE.
"Now our LORD JESUS CHRIST Himyelf, and GOD, even our FATHER,
Which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation
and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts, and stahlish you
in every good word and work."-2 THESSALONIANS ii. 16,17.

THIs is a beaut.iful prayer offered by t.he Apostle Paul on behalf
of the Church of GOD in Thessalonica-a church which the Apostle
Paul had himself been the instrument of founding. The members
of that church, as are the members of the whole Church of GOD,
are described by the apostle in previous verses as " beloved of the
LORD," Divinely "chosen to salvation," and Divinely "called"
by the Gospel" to the obtaining of the glory of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST." They were a beloved, chosen, sanctified, and called
people (verses 13, 14). They were characterized by faith, love,
and patience. They were passing through much persecution and
tribulation for CHRIST'S sake, but the apostle directs their thoughts
to the coming of our LORD JESUS CHRIST to be glorified in His
saints. That great and glorious event would bring rest and relief
from all t.heir troubles. (2 Thess. i. 3-10).
The day of CHRIST, however, would be preceded by the apostasy
and the revelation of the man of sin. These events, whether in
prospect or in experience, are intensely saddening, but to cheer the
hearts of the Thessalonian saints, and the hearts of all other saints,
t.he apostle assures them of Divine love, Divine consolation and
of good hope through grace. Moreover he suggests that despite
persecution, abounding apostasy and antichristianism, GOD is
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able to comfort the hearts of His people and to stablish them in
every good word and work (2 Thess. ii. 1-17).
The words of the apostle in the passage we are considering
contain teaching needed by GOD'S family to-day. They, too,
have to suffer persecution for CHRIST'S sake. The apostasy from
the faith which the apostle predicted seems to be growing in
volume. A large part of the professing Church is affected by it.
The leaven of sacerdotalism, modernism and worldliness seems to
have permeated almost the whole of Christendom. GOD seems to
be removing the candlesticks of light and truth, and the darkness
of evil principles and practices seems to be increasing. The
faithful standard bearers of the past seem to have few or no
successors. The old theology has been largely replaced in the
teaching of the day by a theology that is muddled, flabby, weak,
and unscriptural. The eternal Covenant of grace seems to have
no place in present-day teaching. The theology and the tone
of the religious story books which are used for Sunday School
prizes are markedly inferior to those of former times. All these
things are depressing and saddening to the true family of GOD.
The HOLY GHOST, therefore, through the apostle, has uttered
words of comfort suited to our needs in these evil days. He
assures us of Divine love, everlasting consolation, and of good hope
through grace.
First, the LORD'S people are assured of Divine love.
"Our LORD JESUS CHRIST Himself, and GOD even our FATHER
hath loved us." Here we have a truth which nothing can alter.
The love of the FATHER to His people is a sure, certain and abiding
truth. His people can say of Him, "GOD, even our FATHER."
They are His children by adoption, by spiritual birth, by faith,
and by grace. His love to them is eternal. He chose them in
CHRIST before the foundation of the world, because He loved them.
He has loved them even as He has loved His eternal SON, and He
loved Him before the foundation of the world. (See Ephes. i. 4 ;
John xvii. 23, 24.)
His love to His people was self-sacrificing. He" so loved"
them that He gave His only-begotten SON to die for them. His
love was such that He sent His SON to be the propitiation for
their sins. (See 1 John iv. 10.) His love was wholly unmerited.
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He "commended His love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, CHRIST died for us" (Rom. v. 8).
Such was His love that He regenerated and saved us. " For
His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead
in sins, He hath quickened us together with CHRIST" and saved
us by His grace. (Ephes. ii. 4, 5, 8.)
And not only is it true that He did love us, but He loves us still,
and nothing shall separate us "from the love of GOD, which is in
CHRIST JESUS our LORD." (See John xvi. 27; Rom. viii. 38, 39).
"The FATHER Himself loveth you," and our LORD JESUS CHRIST
Himself is joined with the FATHER in the love wherewith we are
loved. Out of love to His people He laid down His life for them.
He loved the Church and gave Himself for her. It may be truly
said that the LORD'S people are beloved of GOD the FATHER, of
GOD the SON, and of GOD the HOLY GHOST, and nothing can sever
them from the love of the Triune GOD. Here is comfort then
for the LORD'S family. Like their LORD, they are more or less
despised and rejected of men. They rightly sigh and cry for the
abominations that be done in the professing Church and in the
world at large, but they are" beloved of GOD, called to be saints"
(Rom. i. 7). The LORD taketh pleasure in them. He delights
in them. They are precious to His heart. They can be sure of
His smile at all times, in all places, and under all circumstances.
Seoondly, the Lord's people are assured of everlasting consolation.
"GOD, even our FATHER, hath given us everlasting consolation."
The great cause of all the discomfort of awakened sinners is their
sins. When their eyes are opened to see the plague of their hearts
they are burdened with a sense ·of their sins. They are filled with
fear and concern at the consequences which they realize must
come on all whose sins are unpardoned. But when the HOLY
GHOST reveals CHRIST to them as their holy and spotless Substitute,
Who has borne their sins in His Own body on the tree, then their
hearts are filled with joy. The burden of sin rolls off their backs.
They hear GOD say, "Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and
cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity
is pardoned" (Isa. xl. 2). The LORD comforts His people by
washing them from their sins in CHRIST'S blood, and blotting out
as a thick cloud their transgressions. This comfort is eternal and
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abiding, for GOD says, "Their sins and iniquities will I remember
no more" (Heb. x. 17). Their sins are, so to speak, cast behind
GOD'S back, or buried in the depths of the sea, and they will never
again be brought up against them. The pardoned people of GOD
can say, "Who shall lay anything to the charge of GOD'S elect ~
It is GOD that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ~ It is
CHRIST that died" (Rom. viii. 33, 34). Their sins may be sought
for, but" they shall not be found" (Jer. 1. 20).
This comfort is everlasting and abiding. They may be made
uncomfortable by trials and persecutions, by domestic and
business difficulties, and by a variety of trying circumstances,
but none of these things can alter the assuring word which says,
"GoD, even our FATHER, hath given us everlasting consolation."
He never takes back His gifts. Everlasting consolation He has
given to His people and everlasting consolation they will everlastingly possess. The happy consciousness of it may vary, but
the thing itself is unalterably and abidingly the portion of all
the living and believing members of GOD'S family.
Thirdly, the LORD's people are assured that He hath given them
"good hope through grace."

Look again at the passage we are considering. Note the words,
GOD, even our FATHER, hath given us" good hope through grace."
At one time we had "no hope" and were" without CHRIST" and
"without GOD in the world." We were Christless, hopeless and
Godless. We were separate from CHRIST, destitute of any spiritual
knowledge of His saving work, destitute of any communion with
GOD and in an absolutely hopeless and helpless condition. But
now we have a "good hope-through grace." "Being justified
by faith we have peace with GOD through our LORD JESUS CHRIST:
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God" (Rom. v. 1, 2). We have
the hope of eternal life, which GOD, that cannot lie, promised before
the world began" (Titus i. 2).
GOD, "according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope . . . to an inheritance, incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven"
(1 Pet. i. 3, 4).
Hence we are bidden to put on "for an helmet the hope of
salvation. For GOD hath not appointed us to wrath, but to

I.

The Gospel Magazine

235

obtain salvation by our LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who died for us,
that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him."
The hope of glory, of salvation, of eternal life, of an inheritance
in heaven, is indeed a good hope and it is all "through grace."
Hence even Paul, the chief of sinners, could rejoice in this good
hope; so can all the members of the LORD'S family. Through
grace, not through their works or merits, but through the grace
of the GOD of all grace, they can rejoice in the glorious prospect
that lies before them. GOD hath given them " good hope through
grace." To us His people He hath given this good hope. Let
us grasp and appropriate and live on it.
The inspired apostle, then, assures us that "GOD, even our
FATHER, hath loved us." That is the first assurance. Secondly,
he assures that" GOD, even our FATHER, hath given us everlasting
consolation." That is the second assurance. Then, thirdly, he
assures us that" GOD, even our FATHER hath given us good hope
through grace." Here are three great blessings. We are beloved
of GOD, we are blessed with eternal comfort and we are inspired
with a well-grounded hope.
Now note:
Fourthly, that GOD even our FATHER is able to bestow more comfort
upon us.
The apostle prays that the GOD, Who loved His people, and
Who had given them everlasting consolation and good hope
through grace, may comfort their hearts. Evidently He is able
to comfort them, and evidently, too, they still need more comfort.
There is a great deal in the .experience of GOD'S family which
has the effect of promoting their discomfort. Persecutions for
CHRIST'S sake and for the truth's sake make us uncomfortable.
The apostle sent Timothy to the Thessalonian saints, "to establish
them, and to comfort them concerning their faith: that no man
should be moved by these affiictions, for yourselves know that
we are appointed thereunto."
The growth of apostasy makes us sad and depressed, and the
varied and manifold trials which come into our lives are all of a
discomforting nature. The strongest of GOD'S saints needs the
tender mercies of our GOD. We need daily comfort and fresh
tokens of the LORD'S loving-kindnesses.
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GOD, even our FATHER, is able to comfort us. He is "the
FATHER of mercies, and the GOD of all comfort; Who comforteth
us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves
are comforted of GOD. For as the sufferings of Christ abound
in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by CHRIST" (2 Cor. i. 3, 5).
Thus, though GOD hath given us everlasting comfort, He knows
our need of more comfort and daily comfort, and we may look
to Him to comfort us with the tenderness with which a good
mother comforts her distressed child.
Lastly, notice that GOD is able to stablish the hearts of His people.
The apostle prays that GOD may comfort their hearts and
stablish them in every good word and work.
To stablish means to render constant, to make firm, to strengthen.
The general apostasy, persecution, and other manifold trials
should not make us slack in testimony and work. We need still to
persevere in the utterance of every good word and the doing of every
good work. The more the evil abounds the more should we abound
in the work of the LORD. Our prayer should be, "Let the words
of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in
Thy sight, 0 LORD, my strength, and my REDEEMER" (Ps. xix. 14).
All work, spiritual, domestic, and business work, should be done
as in GOD'S sight and to His glory. Our tongues should be under
the control of GOD'S SPIRIT. Good words will include words of
truth, faithfulness, love, tenderness, sympathy and of courage.
The LORD alone can render us constant in every good word and
work. He is able to make all grace abound toward His people;
that they, always having all sUfficiency in all things, may abound
to every good work. (See 2 Cor ix. 8.) Think again, dear believing
readers, of the love wherewith "GoD even our FATHER" hath
loved us, of the "everlasting consolation and good hope through
grace" He has given us. Then lift up your hearts to Him for
fresh manifestations of His comfort and grace in all your manifold
circumstances and needs. His eye is upon His people and He
taketh pleasure in them that fear Him.
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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CLOTHING, BODILY AND SPIRITUAL.

"Shall He not much more clothe you? "-MATTHEW vi. 30.
OUR Lord was speaking to His disciples. He knew that they
needed food and clothing, and that sometimes they would be in
circumstances of difficulty as to obtaining these necessities. But
He bids them take no anxious thought for their life as to what
they should eat or what they should drink; nor were they to be
anxious about their body as to what they should put on. Their
heavenly Father, He goes on to teach them, feeds the birds and
clothes the lilies. Will He not much more feed and clothe the
members of His chosen, redeemed and regenerated family ~
"Wherefore," He says, "if God so clothe the grass of the field,
which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall He not
much more clothe you, 0 ye of little faith ~ "
Thus our Lord rebukes the little faith of His people, and He
assures them that God their Father will assuredly supply all their
wants.
A large number of the Lord's people are in poor circumstances,
but they need not be anxious on that account. The God \¥ho
supplied the wants of Elijah in so wonderful a way, will assuredly
supply all the needs of His people, according to His riches in glory
by Christ Jesus.
As John Newton says,
" The birds without barn
Or storehouse are fed ;
From them let us learn
To trust for our bread:
His saints what is fitting,
Shall ne'er be denied,
So long as 'tis written,
The Lord will provide."
We propose to concentrate the thoughts of our readers on the
subject of bodily and spiritual clothing. There is much profitable
teaching in Scripture on this subject. May the Divine Author
of the Scriptures open our eyes that we may behold some of the
wondrous things which are revealed on this topic.
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First, it is evidently God's design that our bodies should be clothed.
Before the Fall our first parents were not supplied with clothing,
nor did they feel their need of it. When, however, they disobeyed
God, by taking of the forbidden fruit, they became conscious of
their need of clothing, and "sewed fig-leaves together and made
themselves aprons." Thus it was sin which made clothing for the
body necessary. "Clothes came in with sin; we had had no
occasion for them either for defence or decency, if sin had not
made us naked to our shame. Little reason, therefore, we have
to be proud of our clothes, which are but the badges of our poverty
and infamy" (Matthew Henry).
Clothing made of fig-leaves would be flimsy and would soon
wither. The Lord God therefore had compassion on the fallen
pair, and hence we read, " Unto Adam also and to his wife did the
Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them" (Gen. iii. 7, 21).
This act of God showed that it was His will and purpose that men
in their fallen state should be clothed. The coats were evidently
made of the skin of a slain animal-slain, no doubt, as a typical
sacrifice for the sin of Adam and Eve, and they pointed to the
garments of salvation and the robe of righteousness which are
bestowed on the chosen objects of God's grace through the obedience
unto death of the Lamb of God-Christ the holy Substitute of His
people, Who is "THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS."
From the time of Adam onwards fallen men have felt their need
of clothing. Thus we read of Isaac smelling the smell of Jacob's
raiment. We read of Joseph's "coat of many colours," and of
the "little coat" made for Samuel by his pious mother. We
read of the washing of clothes; and of garments being rent as an
indication of grief. We read of the Divinely-prescribed priestly
garments for Aaron and his sons. We read of John the Baptist's
raiment of camel's hair and of the woman who touched the hem
of Christ's garment. We read how the soldiers parted Christ's
garments amongst them, and for His vesture they did cast lots.
When the angel came to liberate Peter he bade him cast his garment
about him. We read of Paul that he "shook his raiment." As
an expression of his indignation at the conduct of the Jews who
opposed him in his work, and blasphemed.
Even when angels appeared temporarily in human form they
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were clothed. One appeared as a young man sitting on the right
side of the sepulchre, "clothed in a long white garment" (Mark
xvi. 5). When the apostles were witnessing our Lord's ascension
"two men (angels) stood by them in white apparel." Our Lord
Himself after His ascension, still retaining His human nature,
appeared to John in Patmos "clothed with a garment down to
the foot." Never since the Fall has it been right for human
beings to appear unclothed in public. The only person mentioned
in Scripture since the Fall who customarily "ware no clothes"
was the man possessed with a legion of devils, but when he was
mercifully delivered from the power of Satan he was found" sitting
at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind" (Luke viii.
27, 35).
There are those in these awfully evil days who deliberately
arrange for the total disuse of clothing. Surely such a practice is
Satanic in its origin, and is not in accordance with the evident
purpose of God.
Scantiness of clothing is, however, very common at the seaside.
Men and women lie about on the sands in nothing but bathing
attire. Women thus attired may be seen playing games of ball,
walking about the streets, sitting in restaurants having a morning
drink of coffee or other forms of refreshment, smoking cigarettes
and utterly unashamed and unabashed. In fact, there seems to
be a growing looseness on the part of men and women in the matter
of clothing. In former days men and women bathed in the sea,
and immediately hurried to a bathing van and shortly afterwards
appeared properly clothed. The present custom seems to be
distinctly immodest, lax and unbecoming. There is a danger that
even some of God's own people may indulge in these loose and, as
we believe, unscriptural ways. Hence we would affectionately
warn our Christian readers against following the ways of the world
in this matter.
Secondly, it is important to note that there is a Divine prohibition
against women wearing men's clothing and men wearing women's
clothing.
We live in days when there is a lamentable ignorance of Bible
teaching, and in many cases Bible teaching is ignored and flouted
when it is known. Even professedly Christian people put away
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from their minds plain injunctions, and cheerfully acqUlesce III
that which the Bible plainly forbids. Here is a solemn injunction
which we believe is still in force. "The woman shall not wear
that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a
woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the
Lord thy God" (Deut. xxii. 5). There have been instances of
women passing for men through wearing men's attire. It is only
natural and according to the fitness of things that the sexes should
be distinguished from each other. It is most unbecoming and
unfitting that a man should mix amongst women and pass for a
woman by wearing a woman's attire, or that a woman should pass
for a man by wearing a man's attire. To say the least it is dishonest. It is hypocrital. It is a sailing under false pretences.
"Then a woman dresses as a man and pretends to be a man she
virtually claims the position assigned to the man in Scripture and
is unwilling to obey the apostolic injunction, " I suffer not a woman
to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man" (1 Tim. ii. 12).
It is God's will that the sexes should be distinguished by their
dress. The dress of men and women may differ in different
countries, but the object of the prohibition is attained by the sexes
keeping to that attire which clearly distinguishes them the one
from the other. We endorse the words of a commentator who
says," The adoption of the habiliments of the one sex by the other
is an outrage on decency, obliterates the distinctions of nature by
fostering softness and effeminacy in the man, impudence and
boldness in the woman, as well as levity and hypocrisy in both;
and, in short, opens the door to an influx of so many evils, that all
who wear the dress of another sex are pronounced' an abomination
unto the Lord' " (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown's Commentary).
Yet it is quite a common thing now at seaside resorts to see
young women dressed in long trousers. They ape the man, and
move about without any sense of shame, and men acquiesce in this
immodest procedure on the part of their women friends. Fac~s
have come to our knowledge which are more abominable than
those to which we have referred, and we are therefore impelled to
utter a solemn warning to our godly readers lest they also in any
measure be led to follow an ungodly world in their ungodly ways.
The days are indeed evil. The rejection of sound doctrine is
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being followed by looseness of morals and conduct. There is little
or no reverence for God and His Word.
Thirdly, we are taught that spiritual clothing should be our chief
concern.
We are spiritually naked. By nature we are destitute of all
good. "All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isa. lxiv. 6).
By nature we are" clothed with filthy garments," and we need that
God should in mercy say, "Take away the filthy garments from
him. . . . Behold I have caused thine iniquity to pass from
thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment" (Zech. iii. 3, 4).
We need that God should say, on the ground of the obedience unto
death of our Divine Surety, " I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more" (Jer. xxxi. 34). We need that
instead of the filthy rags of our own righteousness we should be
clothed with Christ's righteousness and be able by faith to call Him
" THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS."

We need to seek first God's righteousness, the righteousness
which He has provided in His Son. " Blessed is the man to whom
the Lord will not impute sin" but "unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works." Such a man can say, "I will
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for
He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels"
(Rom. iv. 6, 8; Isa. lxi. 10).
All believers are made the righteousness of God in Christ. (See
2 Cor. v. 21.) Such are arrayed in the" wedding garment," " the
best robe," the robe which never wears out.
" This spotless robe the same appears
When ruined nature sinks in years;
No age can change its glorious hue,
The robe of Christ is ever new."
God's people have put on the new man, and they are bidden to
manifest this by practically putting on as the elect of God, " bowels
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering ;
forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have
a quarrel against any." They are thus practically to put on the
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Lord Jesus Christ and "make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil
the lust thereof." (See Col. iii. 10, 12; Rom. xiii. 14.)
To them it is said, "Be clothed with humility" (1 Peter v. 5).
Moreover, in view of their spiritual enemies they are to "put on
the whole armour of God." What will it profit if we are arrayed
in all the finery of the world, and are destitute of "the robe of
righteousness "~ Of the man without the wedding garment it
will be said, "Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and
cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping, and gnashing
of teeth" (Matt. xxii. 13).
Finally, we m'e taught that our clothing should be modest, simple,
unworldly and suited to our station in life.
" We brought nothing into this world and it is certain we can
carry nothing out." In this respect rich and poor are alike.
" Having food and raiment let us be therewith content" (1 Tiro.
vi. 7, 8). There is no suggestion of luxury in these words. It
would appea,r that women are peculiarly in danger of thinking too
much about dress. Hence the apostle says, "In like manner al 0
that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or
costly array; but (which becometh women professing godliness)
with good works" (1 Tiro. ii. 9, 10). Modesty, sobriety and the
avoidance of extravagance in dress are here enjoined. The Apostle
Peter, speaking of wives, says, "Whose adorning let it not be that
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of
putting on of apparel." That is, let not their adorning merely
take this form. The apostle does not forbid entirely such adorning
as consists of plaiting the hait, wearing of gold, or putting on of
apparel, but these are to take a secondary and subordinate place
in the thoughts of Christian women. Their adorning should
preferably and principally be "the hidden man of the heart, in
that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For after
this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in
God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own
husbands: even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling Him lord"
(1 Peter iii. 3-6).
Instead of devoting undue attention to bodily adornment
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Christian women should be solicitous to be adorned with the graces
of the spirit, and with that meekness and subordination to their
husbands which is enjoined in Scripture.
The husbands, too, are to dwell with their wives " according to
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel,
and as being heirs together of the grace of life." Although these
injunctions as to dress are given specially to women, they no doubt
have their application to Christian men also. All Christians need
to be modest, and simple in dress and to be more concerned about
spiritual adornment than about the adornment of the body. Such
concern will prevent extravagance, and will also prevent such undue
expenditure on dress as will prevent giving liberally for the Lord's
work and for the Lord's poor. "I was naked and ye clothed me"
are words which indicate how the Lord regards that practical love
to the brethren which should characterize all the members of the
Lord's family. There is grave danger of the Lord's people being
in bondage to fashion, and to the ways of the world. We remember
reading somewhere that a person is properly dressed whose dress
does not attract attention. This principle will prevent undue
extravagance in dress, and undue following of worldly fashions on
the one hand, and also it will prevent carelessness and untidiness
in dress on the other. There can be neatness without extravagance,
and we ought not to offend the eye by either looseness or untidiness
in our attire. Charlotte Elliott expresses what should be the desire
of every Christian heart in the following lines ;" I want that adorning Divine,
Thou only, my God, canst bestow;
I want in those beautiful garments to shine,
Which distinguish Thy household below."
" I want every moment to feel
That Thy Spirit resides in my heart,
That His power is present to cleanse and to heal
And newness of life to impart.
"I want, oh, I want to attain
Some likeness, my Saviour, to Thee;
That longed-for resemblance once more to regain;
Thy comeliness put upon me."
THE EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" And God said unto Moses, I Am that I Am: and he said, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.
And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the
children of Israel, The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this
is my Name for ever, and this is My memorial unto all generations. "EXODUS iii. 14, 15.
As the Holy Spirit enables, I want to direct our present meditation
to this precious all-covering Title of our Covenant God as declared
to Moses, declared in Divine faithfulness to the fathers, Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, and signally sealed as immutable and unchangeable
by God Who cannot lie, that this should be His name for ever and this
His memorial unto all generations. This precious Title is all that it
includes to you and to me to-day, beloved reader, and in the everlasting
Covenant of grace, we may lay claim to it, live upon it, and glory in it.
Now the Covenant promise was given to Abraham and prefaced
in mercy and gracious compassion of his God, Who assured him tha t
he would have no cause to fear. "Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield,
and thy exceeding great reward" (Gen. xv. 1). This is the first
recorded "fear not" in Holy Scripture, out of some seventy-eight
which we find throughout its sacred pages, and is worthy of our notice,
as spoken to "the father of the faithful," even" faithful Abraham."
He, like every other son of the Lord God Almighty, would ha,e
his faith severely tested and tried, and in his case the promise was
given when as yet he had" no seed," and yet he is instructed to " look
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them;
and he said unto him so shall thy seed be." The Lord gives his servant
further encouragement by a gracious reminder and to inspire confidence,
since his God was the faithful J,>romiser, and what He said, He would
do, and what He had already done was encouragement to look for
further manifestations of His fulfilling of His Word. "I am the Lord
that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees," etc. (Gen. xv. 7), to which
His servant asks whereby he may know that he shall have all this
inheritance, and is instructed to "Take an heifer of three years old,
and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a
turtle dove, and a young pigeon. And he took unto him all these, and
divided them in the midst, and laid each piece one against another:
but the birds divided he not" (verses 9 and 10).
Writing of verse 10, the scholarly Trapp says, " This was the federal
rite amongst Jews and Gentiles, and to which the prophet Jeremiah
refers in chapter xxxiv. 18, 19. God also threatened to cut that evil
person in twain that forgetteth the Covenant of his God (Matt. xxiv. 51).
These dissected creatures might represent the oppression which should
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befall the Israelites, and the parts laid each against the other signify
that God will make them up again, though severed and dissected.
" The fowls that came down are the Egyptians, and Abrabam huffing
them away is their deliverance by Moses after 400 years."
We pause just here, beloved reader, to remark how we know too
well in all our desires for spiritual worship how the enemy watches to
interrupt, how ready the birds of the air are to catch away the good
seed sown in our hearts. As dear Cowper wrote.. Thy mansion is the Christian's heart,
o Lord, Thy dwelling-place secure;
Bid the unruly throng depart,
And leave the consecrated door .
.. Devoted as it is to Thee
A thievish swarm frequents the place;
They steal away my joys from me,
And rob my Saviour of HiR praise."
And Berridge likewise wrote of "the erowd" that would be found
attendant upon the saints in all their seekings for worship to hinder,
harass and annoy, but
.. If thou press on the crowds will fly,
Or if thou faint, to Jesus cry,
And He will send supplies."
Thus, like Abram, may we watch against the enemy and in a strength
not our own seek to drive them away.
But we find the patriarch's faith still further tested. Night comes
on, and sleep overtakes him; "and 10 an horror of great darkness fell
upon him." A true picture of when it is night with our souls-and
when" all the beasts of the forest do creep forth," and our fears rise
higher and higher. But as surely as Abraham had the promise fulfilled,
so will every son and daughter be blessed with faithful Abraham. As
surely as their God declared the affiictions they should meet with, and
the time of their duration, so likewise should the promised deliverance
in His" afterward" be their song of rejoicing (verses 13-14). And
not only with deliverance, but with " great substance" should they
come out from under all the tyranny and oppression of the enemy. Oh,
that we might leave ourselves more with childlike confidence in the
Hands of our Covenant God! Oh, that we could take our trials as part
of His appointed way, " through much tribulation," and think of what
His gracious and sanctified " afterward" will reveal tq His poor and
affiicted saints over whom He yearns in tender pity and love! "0
thou affiicted, tossed with tempest and not comforted, behold, I lay
thy stones with fair colours and lay thy foundations with sapphires,"
etc. (Isa. liv. 11). In that Day, in His " afterward," when the saints
will have forgotten all the sorrows and trials they endured by the way,
He says, " Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God" (Isaiah lxii. 3).
17
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So that whilst we read of the sun going down, the darkness and the
patriarch's" horror" and a smoking furnace, there is also" a burning
lamp that passed between those pieces."
Covenant faithfulness will watch over, and the lamp of His sworn
Word will never go out; nor can ever be put out. The lamp of
Israel's temporal salvation came, though the time was long, and their
strength and patience well nigh spent. But their deliverance came
to time Divinely appointed, and in the selfsame night light and
deliverance were Israel's; darkness and death their oppressors' portion.
In all that Abraham experienced in this wonderful vision, even" in
the same day, the Lord made a Covenant with Abram, saying, Unto
thy seed have I given this land," etc. (Gen. xv. 18), and this was again
renewed in chapter xvii. 2, and enlarged and ratified. How infinitely
wise is our Covenant God in all His dealings. He gave to Abram, and
He gives to all His chosen seed as they are able to bear it, here a little
and there a little; encouraging and strengthening the faith given and
tried, and speaking of yet greater tbings than those already seen
and learned. Abram is here now ninety years old and his God repeats
His Covenant promise and wraps it up in six gracious I wills (verses 6-8).
That, as you have well proved, fellow-believer, is the blessedness of it ;
the solid comfort and the glory of God's Covenant that He takes a
sinner into His possession and will be all He has promised to him,
and the Covenant is " ordered in all things and sure" in and through
the work and merits of His well-beloved Son. It is an everlasting,
immutable Covenant. It is sure to all the seed-and what God declared
to Abram in that Covenant, He is to-day; He has been through all the
ages, and He is in every generation. He has sworn in His holiness
and His Covenant He will not break. "I am the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob."
Oh! glorious Title for faith to lay claim to! I Am, the Faithful
and True, what I was to Abraham, what I was to Isaac and what I was
to Jacob, I Am to you to-day. Jesus, the Father's glorious Covenanter,
could declare this. He was the I Am-" even the same that I said
unto you from the beginning" (John viii. 25). I Am, the eternal, the
everlasting God; ever present· on and through each generation, each
decade, unchangeable through the centuries, the I Am of Genesis and
the I Am of the prophets and the I Am of the Gospels, the Lord Jehovah
in Covenant. To His Son He said, " Thou art the same and thy years
shall not fail" (Heb. i. 12). The prophet Jeremiah said (Lam. v. 19),
" Thou, 0 Lord, remainest for ever; Thy throne from generation to
generation." This, too, was the gracious mind in Asaph, when he said,
" I have considered the days of old, the years of ancient times" (Psa.
lxxvii. 5). This gave him hope when under sharp exercise and trial,
and he asked himself the question, " Hath God forgotten to be gracious 1
Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies 1" Pause and think, my
soul, and you will come to the same conclusion, and say with him,
" This is my infirmity; but I will remember the years of the right
hand of the most High." And when God's Right Hand is raised for
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deliverance, every enemy and obstacle must yield. His ancient people
were allowed to suffer cruel bondage, be harassed and burdened by the
Egyptians 400 years, but Israel's Covenant God had promised to bring
them out, and He did so at the appointed time. He brought them out
with a high Hand, and His people with great substance. What a sight
that must have been! 600,000 men in ranks of fives, and so 120,000
rows in filing past, besides women and children, and all because God's
Covenant Word was remembered, and ratified, and that all should see
and acknowledge that" He hath triumphed gloriously," for He was
their I Am that I Am. Oh! beloved reader and fellow-believer in
these ancient promises, look into the Scriptures of Truth and trace in
meditation and for soul profit this glorious Covenant Title carried
through the ages and for His People in all time and circumstances.
His Name is to stand for ever ~nd His memorial unto all generations.
Scarcely a book in all these Scriptures of Truth without this glorious
Title, to remind us that He was what He said He was from the beginning. The I Am of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all His seed. "He
hath remembered His Covenant for ever, the word which He commanded to a thousand generations, which Covenant He made with
Abraham, and His oath unto Isaac, and confirmed the same unto
Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting Covenant" (Psa.
cv. 8-10).
So that we are not surprised to find, whilst our hearts rejoice and
praise His glorious Name that it is even so, as we read the gracious
promise spoken by the God-man-" Have ye not read that which was
spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob 1 God is not the God of the dead
but of the living" (Matt. xxii. 32).
Zacharias, filled with the Holy Ghost and with " his mouth opened
and tongue loosed spake and praised God" as he prophesied, saying,
" Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He hath visited and redeemed
His People. . . . To perform the mercy promised to our fathers and
to remember His holy Covenant, the oath which He sware to our father
Abraham" (Luke i. 67-73).
Peter refers to the Title when the miracle of healing the lame man
was performed, and he reminded the people it was no power nor holiness
of his, but" The God of Abraham, and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God
of our fathers, hath glorified His Son Jesus" (Acts iii. 13), whilst the
martyr Stephen preaches the same glorious truth (vii. 32).
And as fellow-heirs of the promises, and sons and daughters of
Abraham, we can lay claim to an interest in the precious, and allprevailing Title of our Covenant God. As members of Christ's mystical
Body, even of Jesus the Mediator of that Everlasting Covenant, we are
subjects of that "mercy promised" in the Eternal settlements in
Triune Covenant; given in the purpose of God the Father in the first
promise spoken (Gen. iii. 15); and given in the fulness of time in Jesus
Who was the Sent One of His Father that He might" save His People
from their sins," and Who indeed proved Himself to be the Mighty to
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save. Dear Dr. Hawker wrote, " He is indeed, the Mercy of mercies,
the First-born, the Sum and Substance of every other. Where Jesus
is, there is mercy; where Jesus is not, nought can profit."
Our subject is inexhaustible; it is beyond all telling, and words and
our finite minds fail us. But the blessing remains. Jesus is and will
be all that He has said and" the same yesterday and to-day and
forever." And as the Lord of Resurrection Life and Power, He gave
His beloved John, the prisoner in Patmos, a gracious and glorious
declaration of His Resurrection and what that Life would mean to
everyone redeemed by His precious Blood and who was looking to Him
for salvation. "I am the first and the last; I am He that liveth and was
dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death" (Rev. i. 18). And that I Am will carry
every saint safe through Time-state.; meet the every need of the
present moment and prove the blessed Truth of His own Word, " La
I am with you alway, even unto the end."
R.

WILLIAM OF ORANGE.
Here Orange stepped ashore,
With words which evermore
Shall unforgot remain :
" The freedom of your landThe Truth for which ye standI will maintain."
He spake no idle word:
Before his bloodless sword
He saw the foe recoil:
The Stuart tyrant fled,
And Truth could lift her head
On freedom's soil.
Thou who from evil men
Didst save Thi people then,
Deliver us again;
The freedom of our landThe Truth for which we stando God, maintain!
April 16th, 1917.
J. P. W.
Written on Brixham Pier by the late J. P. Wiles: copied from his
MS.
" THERE is a great difference between being built up and being puffed
up."-C. H. Spurgeon.
" IF it be possible to be there, where the true Church is not, then is it
at Rome."-Homily for Whit-Sunday.
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anlJ N ott~ of Sermons.

THE WEAK IN FAITH ENCOURAGED.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, B.A.,
AT THE CHURCH OF ST. MARy ALDERMARY, WATLING STREET, LONDON,
ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 3OrH, 1839.

" Yea, ye shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand."ROMANS xiv. 4.
THESE words have an immediate connection with the first verse in
the chapter and those that follow. We find in the first verse of the
chapter this exhortation given to the Church at Rome-" Him that
is weak in the faith receive you." "Him that is weak in the faith" ;
it is a precious consideration, that faith may exist where it is weak,
and that there may be saving faith in Jesus, evidencing real union
with Him and communion with Him and a share in all the benefits
of His great salvation, and yet that faith be weak. Now the apostle
directs them how to conduct themselves towards such an one; "Him
that is weak in faith receive you, but not to doubtful disputations"
-not hesitatingly, not disputingly, not reluctantly, but receive him
as one of yourselves, receive him as one that belongs to Christ and is
part of His spiritual and mystical body. And then he explains
himself with respect to this weakness of faith-what sort of weakness of faith it is; he goes on immediately saying, " For one believeth
that he may eat all things; another, who is weak, eateth herbs."
You are to consider that the Church at Rome was at this time composed chiefly (we may conceive) of converts from the Gentiles, but
there were Jews mixed among them; the Gentiles made no scruple
of taking any sort of meat whatever, but the Jews did; doubtless
most of the Jews, even those who were not awakened and converted,
were particular and strict in what they ate, and as Daniel and his
companions, you recollect, when they were carried captives into
Babylon, fed upon herbs, so the Jews now at Rome fed in the same
way. The converted Gentiles, then, knowing nothing of the ceremonial law, received everything as clean, but the converted Jews, not
being completely enlightened as to this, hesitated to receive anything
but herbs, lest they should receive perhaps something that had been
offered to idols, or something that was prohibited by the law of Moses.
They were" weak" in this respect. "For one believeth that he may
eat all things" (the converted Gentile); "another" (the converted
Jew, not completely enlightened)-" another, who is weak, eateth
herbs." Now, says he, " let not him that eateth " (the Gentile convert)
" despise him that eateth not" (the Jew); "and let not him which
eateth not, judge him that eateth; for God hath received him."
His salvation depends not in the least degree upon anything of the
kind; "the kingdom of God" and His salvation " consist not in meat
and drink "; no, we are told in another place that he that receiveth,
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he that eateth, is nothing the better, and he that eateth not nothing
the worse. No; it is in and through Jesus, and alone with respect
to Him, that a sinner stands accepted in the sight of Jehovah. And
then he goes on in the text--" Who art thou, that judgest another
man's servant 1 to his own Master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he
shall be holden up"; however weak he may be, and to whatever
trials and difficulties he may be exposed on account of his want of
information, "he shall be holden up; for God is able to make him
stand."
Now the first thing, which we shall notice that this subject suggests,
is this-that faith may be real where it is weak. We read in other
parts of Scripture representations exactly corresponding with this.
We read of "babes in Christ"; we read of "lambs" in the flock
of Christ. We say faith may be real, where it is weak-and we may
venture to say, where it is at times very weak. But then connect,
with this, that the weak in faith are as truly known to God as the
strong. A man may lay hold of Christ with a weak and trembling
hand, and with a trembling heart may come to Christ, like the leper,
and say, "Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean"; and
he may do it as truly as he who can adopt the language of St. Paul,
and can say, "I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him."
We say, that they are known to the Lord, however they may be walking
unnoticed and concealed on account of their want of boldness and
open profession; there is not a genuine disciple on the face of the
earth, that is not known to Him. You recollect the prophet complained on a certain occasion that he was" left alone," that he stood
on the part of God with no one to encourage him, and they were
"seeking his life"; but what did the Lord say 1 No, says He,
"I have left Me seven thousand men," known to Me, though not
known to thee, who art most likely to know them of any man in
the kingdom; "I have left Me seven thousand men," weak disciples
hut truly Mine, "who have not bowed the knee to Baal." So, you
recollect, with Abijah; how" weak in the faith! " it had scarcely
seemed to dawn; but yet it wa's known. It is only said of him that
"there was found in him some good thing toward the Lord God of
Israel"; but yet this was known to the Lord, and he was distinguished by the Lord on account of that faith, and he said that " he
only of Jeroboam should come to the grave, because in him there was
found some good thing toward the Lord God of Israel," however
small it might be. However small and however weak it may be, we
say it is known unto the Lord. Whatever there is of real faith, or
of anything that is really and spiritually good, in the heart of any
one, it is the Lord's own work in that heart, and He has respect to
the work of His hands. And this corresponds with the language
of the text; however weak such may be, he shall not be overpowered
by his enemies, "for God is able to make him stand." We say they
are known to Him, and they are precious to Him-as precious as
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any of His stronger disciples. We are speaking of a real looking to
Him and clinging to Him as the sinner's hope; and we say of such,
that they are as dear to the Lord as those that can do it with the
greatest courage and confidence. Their names are as truly written
in the Lamb's book of life, and they were as truly given to him by
the Father, as the strong. There was not one drop of blood that
flowed from His pierced heart, that was not given for them and did
not avail for them. His complete and perfect righteousness was
wrought out for them and on their account ; and Jesus, their great
High Priest, has their various names (according to the type of the
engraving of the names of the children of Israel upon the breastplate
of the high priest)-He has their names upon His heart, and He is
constantly bringing their names before the great Jehovah, and pleading
for the perfection of the work of grace in their hearts.
Oh! surely we may say, " Blessed are the people that are in such
a case "-that have the smallest grain of real Covenant faith, that is
of the operation of the Spirit of Jehovah agreeably to His own Covenant.
"Blessed are the people, that are in such a case; yea, blessed are
the people, whose God is the Lord." To what sweet reflections now
might even the weak disciple be led by these words of the apostle!
" What! is it true," he might say-" is it true respecting myself,
that when Jehovah separated the sons of Adam and set apart the
vessels of mercy in His purpose and design, He placed me among the
number? did He write my name among those in the book of life?
did He become incarnate for me, and suffer, and die on my behalf,
and bear my sin and my crime, and bear it completely and eternally
away? Oh! blessed indeed is such an one. Thy faith, if thou hast
any, is the gift of God; it is known to Him, and thou art precious to
Him as the vessel of mercy on whom He has bestowed so rich a blessing.
Nay, we may go further-and this our subject immediately directs
us to; the weak is as secure of glory as the strong-as secure was
Abraham himself, the father of the faithful, who was" strong in faith,
giving glory to God "-as secure a possessor of the inheritance of
eternal life. "He shall be holden up "; why? because" God is able
to make him stand."
There are two sweet portions of Scripture, to which we would
direct your attention upon this subject. They are doubtless such as
you are well acquainted with, but they cannot be deemed inappropriate; and while we are mentioning them, may the Lord condescend
to break the bread of life to those that are here this afternoon, who
came for a portion of it.
Now the first is the language of St. Paul in his epistle to the Philippians. Says he, "I am confident" (and he had the Spirit of God,
and he spoke as he was taught of the Spirit of God to speak)-" I am
confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in
you, will perform it until the day of Jesus--Christ." Here is, you see,
an absolute declaration of the certainty of this fact, that where real
grace, real faith, is in the heart, at however low an ebb it may be, it
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shall prosper and succeed and issue in everlasting glory. And tbis
must be the case, if there be any merit in the blood of Jesus and in the
righteousness of Jesus-if there be any love in His heart towards the
sinner, and any power in His arm-if there be any stability in Jehovah's
everlasting Covenant of rich and sovereign grace-and if there be
any dependence to be placed upon His own promise and oath; for
He has promised, and confirmed His promise by an oath, that He will
" never turn away" from those that are His " to do them good" by
" planting them" in the heavenly land, "with His whole heart and
with His whole soul." We say that is an encouraging portion of
Scripture; and if we are speaking to one that is weak in faitb, we would
say, Look at that Scripture attentively. Consider it, and plead it
to-night before the Lord; plead out the encouragement, the promise
that is there made. The Lord delights to be reminded of His own
Word; and we have (as it were) a strong hold upon Him, when we
approach Him with His Word upon our lips.
But then there is another sweet word; it is recorded by St. Jude,
" Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy."
" Him that is able to keep you from falling," however weak in faith.
And is He not willing? The Saviour and the Friend of sinners-is
He not willing to do everything that He is able to do, for tbe benefit
and advantage of those whose cause He has undertaken? Undoubtedly. And this Scripture is of no "private interpretation"; it
belongs to every disciple, every simple, and humble-hearted disciple of
'Jesus, however weak his faith may be. There is One, " Who is able
to keep him from falling"; and no one can doubt that He will, when
he considers what His love has inclined Him to do already. And
what then? He will " keep you from falling," " yea" (says the text)
" ye shall be holden up, for God is able to make you stand"-in order
that He may" present you faultless before the presence of His glory."
This is what the Saviour has had in view from the beginning-the
complete and everlasting perfection and salvation of His people:
" that He may present them faultless before the presence of His glory."
We are told expressly, that He " loved the Church and gave Himself
for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the Word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious Churcb,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing"; and here we are told,
that He is "able to present it faultless before the presence of His
glory"-or " His glorious presence" rather. And then it is added"with exceeding joy." Joy! who shall partake of this joy? We
are told, that" there is joy in heaven among the angels" even now,
"over one sinner that repenteth "-joy that sinners are receiving
broken hearts, and applying to the Saviour. Oh! what will be their
joy, when they see these favoured and distinguished descendants of
Adam brought to the state of glory! He will "present His people
faultless before His glorious presence with exceeding joy," the joy of
angels. The joy too of all "the spirits of just men made perfect."
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And oh! what joy will be in your hearts when you find yourselves thus
" presented!" And it will be in the moment of death with respect to
your precious and immortal souls, that you will find yourselves thus
" presented faultless before His glorious presence with exceeding joy."
But then there is yet another view, and one that we may say might
well altogether overwhelm us, and it would if we had that comprehensive view of it, which is taken doubtless by those now in the presence
of God; He will " present you faultless before His glorious presence
with exceeding joy," as it respects Himself-with His own unspeakable joy. For He will then" see of the travail of His soul" in you,
" and be satisfied"; and then will be fulfilled that precious declaration
of the prophet, that when the glorious work of salvation is brought to
perfection, the Saviour "will rejoice over His people with joy, He
will rest in Hjs love and rejoice over them with singing." And all
this, I say, is completely secured respecting every individual brokenhearted and Christ-trusting sinner, however weak and wavering his
faith, who lays hold of Him and cleaves to Him as his all. It is
secured by the Word of the Lord in the text, " He shall be holden up " ;
though all in hell were united against him as an individual in order
to accomplish the destruction of that poor, weak, trembling disciple,
" he shall be holden up, for God," the God of his salvation, the God
Who will never fail one whom He has appointed, "not unto wrath,
but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ "-" God is
able to make him stand."
So that we may, in the first place, observe from this passage, that
the declension and apostasy of some professed disciples of Jesus is no
proof that He is not able and willing to preserve those that are His.
It is a proof indeed that they never had any real faith-that they had
nothing but an appearance of faith. There are many blossoms, you
know, in nature, that never set, and never come to anything or
produce any fruit. And so we may say with respect to the religious
world. There are many appearances of religion that come to nought;
as the prophet expresses himself, they are " like the morning cloud,
and like the early dew, that pas~eth away." It is no proof of want
of faithfulness, or want of power, or want of strength, in the great
and the dear Redeemer. St. John settles this point in very few
words, and to the satisfaction of every inquirer. Says he, "They
went out from us," they professed to belong to us, they were disciples
in outward show; "but they were not of us," there was no real grace
in their hearts; "for if they had been of us, they would no doubt
have continued with us." No doubt, indeed; because the Lord has
pledged His Word, and determined, and declared, that this is His
determination-to bring every vessel of mercy to the enjoyment of
the kingdom of glory.
But then we may observe, again, that the Lord will surely gather
everyone that is His; that is, the Lord Christ will surely, by the
power of His Holy Spirit and agreeably to their Covenant engagement,
effectually call and communicate faith to everyone that is given
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Him by His Father in Covenant; He will surely gather everyone of
these. This appears from our present subject, for if He " hold them
up," they must be persons whom He has truly effectually called. This
implies the other; they must first be called, in order to stand in need
of or receive this assistance. Yes, there is not one that has been
given Him by the Father, wherever his lot may be cast, that is out of
the sight of His eye. He knows where they are, and where they shall
be. Multitudes, we doubt not, at this day, given Him by the eternal
Father and purchased by His blood upon the cross, are wandering
far away at this moment and know Him not and desire not to know
Him; and there are multitudes, millions, yet unborn, of the same
description. What does He say? "I will bring My sons from far
and My daughters from the ends of the earth." It is well for us to
keep in constant remembrance, that before these persons are effectually
called they are acknowledged to be the sons and the daughters of the
Lord Almighty-that is to say, in a Covenant sense, as those whom He
has entered into Covenant with in Christ Jesus for eternal life. Now
of all these He says, "I will gather them." And who is it that
speaks? Why, it is the second Person in Jehovah. We recollect
that Caiaphas the high priest, though a wicked man, in honour of his
office, was inspired to utter words of truth and importance; he said
that" Jesus should die for that nation, and not for that nation only,
but also that He should gather together in one the children of God that
were scattered abroad." Yes, He never has overlooked or missed a
vessel of mercy; and He never will or can overlook a vessel of mercy.
Did He, He would not fulfil the Father's will; and did He, He would
never "see of His travail" for precious and immortal souls and
rest" satisfied." He would never present the rest" with exceeding
joy," if anyone individual, for whom He agonized on Calvary's
mount, were not among the number. Oh! we may say to the weak
disciple again, rejoice and be glad. Think what great things the
Lord has done for you already. Has He brought you" out of darkness
into His marvellous light," and given you some degree of faith,
though it be weak? His language to you is-" I have loved thee
with an everlasting love; therefore with loving-kindness have I
drawn thee." "I now love thee with a love, which I bore to thee
even when thou wast ' dead in trespasses and sins'; and never will
I rest till I have carried thee through the various difficulties and
temptations, to which thou art or shalt be exposed on earth, and till I
have thee with Me in My kingdom, 'where I am,' to behold :Me and
partake of My glory." We say, rejoice. And if you cannot (for
we wish to speak by the will of God, some word of support to the
weak in faith)-if you cannot derive comfort from this, recollect this
certain and important truth, that no penitent and broken-hearted
sinner ever fled to Jesus and perished at His feet. We say, betake
thyself afresh to Him to-night; cast thyself at His feet, smiting upon
thy breast, and saying, " God be merciful to me a sinner." If you
cannot go beyond the leper's prayer, use that, and it will not stop
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short of the ear of the God of salvation: "Lord! if Thou wilt"(it implies fear and doubt and apprehension)-" if Thou wilt, Thou
canst make me clean."
But then we may say, again, to those that are strong in faith, Be
humble. Whatever degree of faith and strength you have, it is not
of your own procuring; it is the gift of God. Your heart was once as
hard, and your understanding as dark, with respect to things relating
to the Lord Jesus Christ and the glory of God in your present and
eternal salvation-your heart was once as hard and your understanding
as benighted, as the heart and understanding of anyone upon the face
of the earth. And who, says St. Paul, hath " made you to differ"
from your former selves and differ from thousands around you? and
what have you of the kind, that you" have not received"? Oh! be
humble; lie low in the dust before God. Depend upon it, that when
you are lowest in His presence, that is the situation and that is the
time when He condescends to manifest Himself to His beloved people
"as He does not unto the world." He beholds the proud "afar
off " ; and He will hide Himself, as it were, in a degree and for a season,
from His beloved people if they are proud. Oh! may He keep you
humble; and may you be inclined to look to Him to keep you so.
And we would say, in addition to these, take care against casting
any stumbling-block in the way of the weak in faith. There is a woe
pronounced against those who do. The Lord is peculiarly concerned
(we may say) for those that are young and those that are weak. He
takes the lambs, you recollect, in His arm, as the good and the great
Shepherd, and" carries them in His bosom," lays them there with
peculiar manifestations of kindness and concern for them. We say,
take care that you throw no stumbling-block in the way of such;
cast not any discouragement before them, but do everything you
can to encourage them and to strengthen them in their faith and
in their way. It is observed, you recollect, respecting the great
Shepherd of the sheep, the Lord and Bishop of souls, that He was
not inclined to "break the bruised reed, or to quench the smoking
flax," but everything the revers!l; when the flax began to smoke,
discovering that there was some fire there-when grace began to work
in the heart, when there was some symptom that there was a real
work of grace in it-He would do everything to blow it into a flame;
and " the bruised reed He would not break."
And we say also to such, however strong you may be, you stand
by faith; faith is the grand mean of letting your strong consolation
into your heart. If you have strong consolation, it is the effect of
strong faith. And strong faith may grow weak, though it will never
expire; and in proportion, your consolation may diminish. However strong your faith may be, therefore, you are capable of being
reduced to those apprehensions and perplexities which those that are
weak in faith are often labouring under. And therefore we will give
another advice to such, and that is-Keep your eye constantly fixed
upon Jesus, "the Author and the Finisher of your faith," Who gave
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what you have, and Who certainly will bring it to perfection. You
recollect St. Paul's advice, to which I am at this moment alluding;
he says, "Let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
looking unto Jesus, the Author and the Finisher of our faith." There
is something exceedingly gratifying surely to every spiritual mind,
to know that we have to deal with the Lord Jesus in everything that
respects our souls and their salvation. He who began the work
must carry it on. And He has engaged to bring it to perfectionto "hold you up," because "He is able" (and therefore willing)
"to make you stand." You are sensible that you are indebted to
Him for the beginning of a work of grace in your heart; and you are
ready continually to raise your grateful Ebenezer, that He Who
began it has preserved it to this moment.
"Hither by His grace I've come."
" Had He left me to myself, had He withdrawn from me, I should
have done what (thanks be to His name!) it is not possible for a
child of God to do; I should have fallen from His grace, I should
have apostatized from Him, and rendered myself tenfold more
wretched and miserable than I was before I knew Him." Well,
depend upon it, He will hold you up; He has hold of your right hand,
and He says, "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel;
I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the holy One
of Israel." We say, be constantly looking unto Him. And while
you are looking unto Him, oh! rejoice in the prospect, if you are old
and established in the way, that now (to adopt St. Paul's language
in another place) "now is your salvation nearer than when you
believed." And therefore lift up your heads with joy, and look forward
to the happy and glorious period before you. Every day brings you
nearer to your salvation, in the perfection of it, than when you
believed. Keep your eye constantly fixed upon Jesus as your strength
and your consolation, and keep your eye upon this very portion of
Scripture; you will find your need of it. "He shall be holden up."
" I shall be holden up," the b~liever may say, though harassed by all
the powers of darkness without, and worried by the corruptions
within, "I shall be holden up." And why? "Because God has
given His word, and He is almighty, He is all powerful, 'He is able
to make me stand,' He is able to support me, and carry me through
even to the end." Those that are established will acknowledge that
they are at times subject to fear and apprehension, when their faith
is weary. You are at times cast down and distressed; your soul is
full of sorrow and sad and dark apprehensions, as the psalmist's was
when he said-" Will the Lord cast off for ever? will He be favourable no more? "-here is an established believer, yet in dejection,
assaulted by fear and his heart sinking within him. Now we may
say, therefore, ever keep the words of the text in remembrance.
God is mighty, and God is faithful, and He has promised. It is a
portion of Scripture, this, that establishes that important doctrine of
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the final perseverance of the saints of God. And this is, you observe,
in the use of appointed means; and one grand mean is prayer. It
will be found, that in proportion as you are enabled to draw nigh to
the Lord in that spirit of prayer and supplication, which He has engaged
to bestow upon His people, you will have your souls strengthened
within you.
There is nothing inconsistent in God's perfect and determined
appointments and promises respecting the salvation of His people,
and their constant and earnest dependence upon Him and supplications to Him. We can give you strong proofs of this; and a strong
instance of it was found upon the lips of the blessed Jesus Himself.
It is a most interesting and endearing prayer of His, that we find
recorded in the seventeenth chapter of St. John's Gospel, which
has been emphatically called by some (though somewhat familiarly,
perhaps) the Lord's Prayer. And one petition is this-" Holy Father,
keep through Thine own name those whom Thou hast given Me."
Was Jesus in doubt of them? No; He declared that it was His
Father's will, " that of all He had given Him He should lose nothing" ;
and He could appeal to His Father before His death, and He will
appeal to Him at the great day, saying, "None of them is lost, of
those that Thou gavest Me." And yet you see He prays, "Holy
Father, keep those whom Thou hast given Me." It is not, as some
slanderously (and maliciously sometimes) represent the doctrines of
grace-God has appointed and determined the salvation of His people,
and therefore it will and must come to pass, let men act as they please;
let us leave Him to accomplish His work; He will do so, whatever
we do. No; means and grace are connected; both are appointed;
and Re has as truly determined that He will bring all His people
to glory in answer to their prayer and supplication and trust and
confidence in Jesus, as He has engaged to do it all. Oh! then, pour
out your heart continually in prayer to God, encouraged by this
example of the Saviour, and at the same time encouraged by what
He said. For if Re prayed this prayer, it is sure to be answered;
the Father heareth Him at all times; and when Re says, "Keep
through Thine own name those that Thou hast given Me," it is certain
that those that were given to Him shall be kept. "Yea, they shall
be holden up."
Oh! then, we may say, how will Satan at last be disappointed!
He is seeking the destruction of the whole human race; he is represented " going about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour."
And oh! over how many has he prevailed, and how many does he
(spiritually speaking) " devour"! But yet there are those he cannot
touch so as to hurt them; he cannot touch one, whom the Lord is
bearing up and upholding with His hand, so as to do them any essential
injury. He may be suffered to terrify and alarm and distress them;
but it shall be all overruled for their present and eternal good. Pluck
one individual out of the hands of the blessed Jesus and His eternal
Father-this he never can do. And therefore at last how will he be
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disappointed! His rage and fury are directed particularly against
the Church of Christ, and especially against those described in the
context, who are" weak in faith"; but he never will prevail eventually
over one of them.
But then we may add, if there are those who abuse the views we
have attempted to state, and take encouragement to be careless, and
to leave the Lord (as they say) to manage and conduct His own
work, because they are sure that God's purposes will stand, they will
do it to their own injury, and persevere in it to their own destruction.
" Shall we sin" (asks St. Paul) "that grace may abound?" And
he trembles at the thought. "Far be it from me"; "God forbid."
No, he says, " of such the damnation is just." You may take it in
two views, as referring to those who thus act, or those who slanderously
report that we the disciples of the Lord do thus teach.
We may conclude with reversing the words of our Lord-" What
shall it profit a man, if he should gain the whole world and lose his
own soul?" (Oh! if there be a thoughtless person in this Church,
if one such has stepped into it, may the Lord condescend to write
that one text of Scripture upon his heart, and he will begin to cry
out presently, "What must I do to be saved 1" "a! wretched
man that I am! who shall deliver me ?") But we may not only say
" What shall it profit a man, if he should gain the whole world and
lose his own soul 1 "-we may say, what will a man lose, how can he
be called a loser, though deprived of everything of an earthly kind
that he loves, provided that his precious and immortal soul is now
but secure and to be found secure in the hands of the blessed Jesus
in death and judgment 1 No, let him be deprived of property, let
him be deprived of liberty, let him be deprived of life itself, can he
be a loser if Christ is his and he is Christ's, if his life is bound up in
Christ and he is found among the number of those who, " when Christ
shall appear will also appear with Him in glory 1" Oh! that this
may be the experience of your souls and mine, and we shall have
reason to bless God that He ever brought us into existence; whereas
if Christ be neglected, and His salvation be treated with indifference
(we need not say with contempt, but with indifference), those awful
words spoken of Judas by our blessed Lord will be true of us-" It
would have been better for us if we had never been born! "

IN A DENTIST'S STUDY.
DURING a time of waiting in a dentist's house, I was shown into his
study. He said, "If you want a Bible, here is my mother's Bible."
I looked at it, and found inside of it a paper in the handwriting of the
dentist's mother. On it was written, "0 men and women, are we
really saved 1 Are we passed from death unto life 1 . . . Be mercilessly honest with your own soul." I said to the dentist, "These words
suggest that your mother was a Christian," or words to that effect.
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SERMONETTE.

THE PERMANENCE OF THE FAITH.
By

THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON

NoYES, M.A., B.D.

" Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write unto you of our common
salvation, I was constrained to write unto you exhorting you to
contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered unto
the saints."-JuDE 3, R.V.

THE Epistle of Jude was probably written at about the same time as
Paul's second Epistle to Timothy and Peter's second Epistle, when
departure from the faith was setting in. They are full of warnings
against false teachers, and against the oncoming apostasy. We
gather from our text that Jude purposed to write of "the common
salvation," but constrained, doubtless by the Holy Spirit, he found
it necessary to exhort the Church to earnestly contend for the faith
which was" once for all " delivered unto the saints. This expression
" once for all " (i.e., once and finally-one word in the Greek) implies
the permanency of the faith. "The faith" here means the faith
revealed in the Word of God; the whole body of revealed truth.
The Apostle Paul, writing to Titus, speaks of " the common faith"
(i. 4), and in 2 Timothy iii. 8, of certain who" resist the truth; men
of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith," and almost his
last written words are, " I have kept the faith" (2 Tim. iv. 7).
In chapter rn. 14, he exhorts Timothy, " Continue thou in the things
which thou hast learned, and hast been assured of." The succeeding
context shows that Timothy had learned these things from the Holy
Scriptures, which led the apostle to write: "All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works," or as in
R.V., " That the man of God may be complete, furnished completely
unto every good work."
And so he solemnly charges Timothy: "Preach the Word.
for the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine . . .
and shall turn away their ears from the truth."
In view of all this, and much more that might be adduced, we
conclude that we have the whole of the faith in the Holy Scriptures.
Additions to the faith that have been made in " Christendom" from
time to time, cannot be proved from Holy Scripture, and are therefore
not to be received by true Christians.
If those godly men who compiled the thirty-nine articles of the
Anglican Church, and those who drew up the Westminster confession,
were taught of God on all essential doctrine, and we believe they were,
for the Holy Spirit leads into all truth (John xvi. 13), according to the
ancient promise, "All thy children shall be taught of the Lord"
(Isa. liv. 13) cited by our Lord (John vi. 45), " It is written in the
prophets, And they shall be all taught of God"; and if these standards
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are according to Holy Scripture, then those who have departed from
this teaching are not to be believed. The Holy Spirit teaches through
the Word as Peter writes: "Seeing ye have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through the Spirit . . . being born again not of corruptible seed but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth
and abideth for ever" (1 Pet. i. 22, 23).
We are not to expect any new teaching apart from the Word of
God. The aged Apostle John seems to warn against such an idea in
his second Epistle (v. 9, R.V.), " Whosoever goeth onward and abideth
not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God."
The faith, the truth as revealed in the Bible, has always met with
opposition, and will to the end of time, for, " The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him,
because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14). Yet there
have ever been, and still are, those who are" of the truth" (John
xviii. 37), who" know the truth" (John viii. 31, 32), and" walk in
truth" (3 John 4.), and the prayer of the Lord Jesus for His people
is: "Sanctify them through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth" (John
xvii. 17). May all such in these grievous times heed the message to
the Angel of Thyatira (Rev. ii. 25), " That which ye have already hold
fast till I come."
THE MEMORY OF HIS GOODNESS.
WE do well to call to mind the many exhibitions of the Lord's goodness
which we have experienced. The one hundred and forty-fifth Psalm,
speaking of God's people, says, "They shall abundantly utter the
memory of Thy great goodness, and shall sing of Thy righteousness."
No doubt our memories can recall many difficulties and trials in our
past experience. No doubt there are many things in the world at
large, and in our own country, and many things in the professing
Church which fill us with distress as we think of them. Yet nothing
in the past, in the present, or in the future, can obliterate the great
truth that" the Lord is good." "His mercy is everlasting, and His
truth endureth to all generations." As an antidote to our national
and ecclesiastical troubles we do well to recall the great goodness of
our Covenant-keeping God.
First, think of His redeeming goodness. When Moses had told to
J ethro " all that the Lord had done unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians
for Israel's sake," we read that" Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness
which the Lord had done to Israel whom He delivered out of the hand
of the Egyptians." Here was redeeming goodness. "In His love
and in His pity He redeemed them; and bare them, and carried them
all the days of old." The prophet Isaiah had this in mind when he
spake of "the great goodness toward the house of Israel which He
(the Lord) hath bestowed on them according to His mercies, and
according to the multitude of His lovingkindness." The redemption
of Israel from the bondage of Egypt was a great and outstanding
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manifestation of Divine and unmerited favour and goodness, and it
was no doubt a type of that greater redemption in which the people of
God now rejoice. That redemption had its origin in the heart of God.
It was He Who in the fulness of time sent forth His Son to redeem
them that were under the law that they might receive the adoption
of sons, and become heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised
to them that love Him. Being" abundant in goodness and truth,"
He " sent His Son to-be the propitiation for our sins," and we who,
through His grace, have faith in Christ's blood, can say, "We have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to
the riches of His grace." Here is something to call to mind. Here is
something which we can never forget. Here is something to abundantly utter. The memory of that wonderful redemption must ever
be prominent in the minds of the redeemed. "Unto Him that loved
us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, to Him be glory."
Our song is, " Thou art worthy, for Thou hast redeemed us to God
by Thy blood." The memory of the precious redeeming blood of
Christ can never be obliterated from the minds of God's Spirit-taught
people. With Cowper they say, "Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious
blood shall never lose its power, till all the ransomed Church of God
be saved to sin no more."
Secondly, think of the Lord's temporal goodness. Having given
His Son, He with Him freely gives to His people all other things.
While it is true that" The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies
are over all His works," it is specially true that He is good to His own
people. In the one hundred and seventh Psalm the redeemed are
described as travellers, captives, sick men and seamen. In all the
variety of their experiences they cry unto the Lord in their trouble,
and He saves them out of their distresses. Such puttings-forth of
His saving power are due to His goodness. Hence the Psalmist says,
" Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men." No good thing will the
Lord withhold from His people. "The young lions do lack, and suffer
hunger: but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing."
Here is a guarantee for the go'odness of the Lord in regard to all
temporal needs. Well might the Psalmist say, " 0 taste and see that
the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in Him." "Truly
God is good to Israel." His goodness is great which He has laid up
for them that fear Him. Let us take heed to utter, and to utter
abundantly the memory of His goodness in temporal things.
Thirdly, think of the characteristics of His goodness. He is" abundant in goodness." Some people are good, but they are stingy in their
goodness. Not so our God. The blessings which He bestows are
not bestowed in niggardly fashion. Then His goodness is satisfying.
"He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with
goodness." When the Lord fed the five thousand, " they did all eat,
and were filled." They were satisfied. Another characteristic of
Divine goodness is its continuity. We may not only call to mind
IS
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His past goodness, but be assured of present and future goodness.
"The goodness of God endureth continually." His goodness and
mercy shall follow His people all the days of their lives. They will
always have reason to abundantly utter the memory of His goodness.
" Oh," says Spurgeon, "that there were more of these memories and
utterances, for it is not meet that the goodness of the living God should
be buried in the cemetery of silence, in the grave of ingratitude."

ONE

BENEFIT FLOWING TO TRUE BELIEVERS FROM
THEIR UNION WITH CHRIST.

By THAT EMINENTLY PIOUS AND LEARNED MR. THOMAS BOSTON.
(Communicated. )
" I am the Vine, ye are the branches."-JoHN xv. 5.
THE first particular benefit that a sinner hath by his union with Christ
is justification, for, being united to Christ, he hath communion with
Him in His righteousness (1 Cor. i. 30), " But of him are ye in Christ
Jesus, Who of God is made unto us wisdom and righteousness." He
stands no more condemned, but justified before God, as being in
Christ (Rom. viii. 1), "There is therefore now, no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus." The branches hereof are pardon
of sin and personal acceptance.
First, his sins are pardoned, the guilt of them is removed. His
debt is cancelled, God the Father takes the pen, dips it in the
blood of His Son, crosseth the sinner's accounts, and blotteth them
out of His debt-book. The sinner out of Christ is bound over
to the wrath of God; he is under an obligation in law to go to
the prison of hell, and there to lay till he has paid the utmost
farthing. But now, being united to Christ, God saith, "Deliver
him from going down to the pit; I have found a ransom" (Job
xxxiii. 24). The sentence of condemnation is reversed, the believer
is absolved, and set beyond .the reach of the condemning law.
His sins which som~times were "set before the Lord" (Ps. xc. 8),
so that they could not be hid, God now takes and " casts them all
behind His back" (Isa. xxxvii. 17). Yea, He " casts them into the
depths of the sea" (Micah vii. 9). What falls into a brook may be
got up again; but what is cast into the sea cannot be recovered.
Aye, but there are some shallow places in the sea; true, but their
sins are not cast in there, but into the depths of the sea; and the
depths of the sea are devouring depths, from whence they shall never
come forth again. But what if they do not sink ~ He will cast them
in with force; so that they shall go to the ground, and sink as lead,
in the mighty waters of the Redeemer's blood. They are not only
forgiven, but forgotten-(Jer. xxxi. 34), " I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sins no more." And though their aftersins do, in themselves, deserve eternal wrath, and do actually make
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them liable to temporal strokes and fatherly chastisements, according
to the tenor of the Covenant of grace (Ps. lxxxix. 3-33), yet they
can never be actually liable to eternal wrath, or the curse of the law;
for they are" dead to the law" in Christ (Rom. vii. 4). And they
can never fall from their union with Christ; nor can they be in
Christ, and yet under condemnation (Rom. viii. 1): "There [s therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." This
is an inference drawn from that doctrine of the believer's being dead
to the law, delivered by the apostle (chapter vii. 1-6), as is clear from
the second, third, and fourth verses of this eighth chapter. And ill
this respect the justified man is "the blessed man, unto whom the
Lord imputeth not iniquity" (Ps. xxxii. 2), as one who has no design
to charge a debt on another, sets it not down in his count book.
Secondly, the believer is accepted as righteous in God's sight
(2 COl'. v. 21). "For he is found in Christ, not having his own righteousness, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Phil. iii. 9). He could never be
accepted of God, as righteous, upon the account of his own
righteousness, because at best it is but imperfect; and all righteousness, properly so called, which will abide a trial before the throne of
God, is perfect. The very name of it implies perfection; for unless
a work be perfectly conformed to the law, it is not right, but wrong,
and so cannot make a man righteous before God, " Whose judgement
is according to truth." Yet, if justice demand a righteousness of
one that is in Christ, upon which he may be accounted righteous
before the Lord, surely, shall such an one say, "In the Lord have
I righteousness" (Isa. xlv. 24). The law is fulfilled, its co=ands
are obeyed, its sanction is satisfied. The believer's cautioner has paid
the debt. It was exacted, and he answered for it. Thus, the person
united to Christ is justified. You may conceive of the whole proceeding here in this manner; the avenger of blood pursuing the
criminal; Christ, as the Saviour of lost sinners, doth by the Spirit
apprehend him and draw him to Himself; and he by faith lays hold
on Christ; so the Lord our righteousness, and the righteous creature
unite. From this union with Christ results a communion with Him
in His unsearchable riches, and consequently in His righteousness,
that white raiment which He has for clothing of the naked (Rev.
iii. 18). Thus the righteousness of Christ becomes his; and, because
it is his by unquestionable title, it is imputed to him: it is reckoned
his in the judgement of God, which is always according to the truth
of the thing. And so the believing sinner, having a righteousness
which fully answers the demands of the law, is pardoned and accepted
as righteous (see Isa. xlv. 22, 24, 25; Rom. iii. 24; v. 1). Now
he is a free man. Who shall lay anything to the charge of these
whom God justifieth 1 Can justice lay anything to their charge 1
No, for it is satisfied 1 Can the law 1 No, for it has got all its
demands of them in Jesus Christ (Gal. ii. 20): "I am crucified with
Christ." What can the law require more, after it has wounded their
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Head, poured in wrath in full measure into their soul, and cut off
their life, and brought it "into the dust of death"? in so far as
it has done all this to Jesus Christ, Who is their Head (Eph. i. 22),
their soul (Acts ii. 25, 27), and their life (Col. i. 4). What is become
of the sinner's own handwriting, which would prove the debt upon
him? Christ has "blotted it out" (Col. ii. 14). But, it may be,
justice may get its eye upon it again. No, He took it out of the way.
But, oh, that it had been torn in pieces! May the sinner say, Yea, so
it is; the nails that pierced Christ's hands and feet are driven through
it, He nailed it. But what if the torn pieces be set together again?
That cannot be; for He nailed it to His cross. Where is the facecovering that was upon the condemned man? Christ has" destroyed
it" (Isa. xxx. 7). Where is death that stood before the sinner with
a grim face, and an open mouth, ready to devour him? Christ has
" swallowed it up in victory" (verse 8). Glory, glory, glory, to Him
that thus" loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood."

"THE CAUSE THAT I HAVE IN HAND."
DAvID said, " I will call unto the most high God, even unto the God
that shall perform the cause that I have in hand" (so the Prayer
Book version renders the second verse of Ps. lvii.). The particular
cause at the time, according to the heading, was his escaping from
the clutch of the pursuing Saul. His soul was among lions-the sons
of men who had spears and arrows for teeth, and swords for tongues.
And indeed if it had not been that the Lord was on his side, he would
have been swallowed up, but the confidence that moved him to seek
refuge in the most High, was the inspiration of the Deliverer Himself.
His cause did not miscarry and his prayers were turned to praises.
" The world itself could not contain all the books that would be
written," if the children of God put to paper the "causes" which
they bring before the Lord, with a cry to Him to perform for them.
There are urgent and pressing ones, there are all-absorbing and
consuming ones: there are lingering and perpetual ones. There are
new ones and old, unexpected ones and feared. There is one underlying all-the hungering and thirsting for the love of Christ and the
favour of God. There are causes of hope and expectation, of enlargement and deliverance; there are the engagements and interests of
oneself and others, in mind, body and estate. When Moses in the
wilderness undertook to judge all the cases and causes that were
brought to him, he sat all day, and the burden was too great for him.
The people's burdens combined to make a ponderous one for himself,
and he needed God to perform on his own behalf. And God sent
Jethro, his kind father-in-law, to show him a better way of ruling the
multitude. There was no one step of the wilderness way that was not
directed of God. All causes, small and great, were in His hand,
however many intermediary ones appeared. His was the redemption
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from Egypt, the victorious entrance into Canaan. The cause that
God has in hand is to sustain the universe, to give life to all that is in
it, to fulfil His purposes of mercy and judgment, to command the
praises and thanksgivings of His creatures, to magnify His kindness
in the redemption that is by Christ, and to make His enemies bow
down before Him. The cause that Christ has in hand-how dear it is
to Him. We read a part of it in Isa. lxi. He was appointed to preach
good tidings to the meek, to heal the broken in heart, to proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord. When He came in our flesh He had
a baptism to be baptized with, and He cried to the Most High to help
Him to accomplish it. On Him, without measure, the Spirit was
poured, the Spirit Who moved upon the face of the waters. His was
the cause from that first day to move in the hearts of men, inspiring
the holy ones whom He chose for the purpose, to write down with
eternal pen the acts, the mind, the will of God. Silent but irresistible
has His power ever been, and bound only by His own purpose. He
testified of Christ, the Gift of the Father Who was to come, and the
Lord Jesus, our Saviour, told His followers of the gracious office that
was more manifestly to be the Comforter's even to the end of the
world. "The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth ": so, the Lord said, " is every
one that is born of the Spirit." And if the stirring in our souls, amidst
all its confusion, toil, and backwardness, be of Him, it is the same
breath that took Elijah up by a whirlwind into heaven.
FOLLOWER-ON.

WHAT DOEST THOU HERE, ELIJAH ~
" The word of the Lord came to him and He said unto him, What doeat
thou here, Elijah ~ "-1 KINGS xix. 9.
IT is easy to condemn others, especially when the others are far away
or else have been called home from this world. It is not easy to be
faithful and courageous when personally confronted with dangers,
with suffering or with death because of loyalty to the truth.
In His Word God portrays real men and women, whereas human
biographies too often depict either fanciful pictures of men and women,
or else beings, who, in the mind of the author seem to be faultless.
God's people will one day be presented faultless before His glorious
presence by Him Who has redeemed them and Who is their Righteousness (Jude 24 and 1 Cor. i. 30), but whilst here on earth they are made
daily conscious that they fail in word, thought and deed.
In presenting true pictures of His people in His Word the Almighty
is actuated by the highest wisdom. He shows what men and women are
when left to go their own way and He shows what men and women
can be when they yield to Him and rest alone and altogether upon the
Lord Jesus and His finished atoning work.
Of Elijah's early days nothing is recorded in Scripture. He is
suddenly introduced as one whom the Lord commissioned to declare
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in the Lord's name to wicked King Ahab that the Lord was about
to bring severe judgments upon the people of Israel because of the
national sins (1 Kings xvii. 1). Next it is recorded that the Lord
bade Elijah hide himself, and that the Lord undertook to sustain
him. Thus Elijah was for awhile regularly fed by rations brought him
by ravens and afterwards by a poor widow woman, who had, at the
time Elijah was sent to her, no more than" an handful of meal and a
little oil in a vessel" (1 Kings xvii. 12). By the Lord's omnipotence
this handful of meal and this small quantity of oil was sufficient for the
prophet, the widow and the widow's son until the time of famine
ceased and plentiful supplies were obtainable.
In 1 Kings xviii God records how He directed Elijah to come out
of hiding and present himself again before King Ahab and declare that
the Lord was about to send rain that the earth might bring forth
food for the people. Before this could take place, however, the real
mis-leaders of the people, the false priests and teachers-must be brought
to judgment.
The Lord directed Elijah to tell the king that his army of false
priests must be summoned-some 850 in all. This done, they were
then called upon to build an altar and place a slain bullock upon it.
Next they were co=anded to call upon their idol to consume the
sacrifice with fire, but no human hand was to be permitted to apply
fire to the wood. All day long, until about 3 o'clock in the afternoon,
these deluded and deluding men cried to the idol of their imagination,
but, of course, no answer came. Then Elijah, as directed by the Lord,
had the true altar repaired, wood placed upon it and another slain
bullock arranged upon the wood. The whole was saturated with water
that no one might be able to charge God's servant with fraud or
trickery. All this being done, Elijah prayed solemnly to God to
vindicate His holy name. The Lord heard and answered. Fire was
sent down from heaven and the sacrifice was consumed. God's hatred
of idolatry was to be manifested in a remarkable manner. God's
foretold judgment upon idolatry was carried out according to His
directions and the soul-destroying teachers and priests were put to death.
An evident example of the final judgment that God will yet pour out
upon all who knowingly join in idolatry and thereby reject the Lord
Jesus and His sin-atoning death.
Mter such marvellous and manifest tokens of the Lord's favour
and support, it might be thought that Elijah would fear nothing from
man. Alas, such a conclusion can never be drawn from the experience
of any man. Wicked Ahab had a still more wicked wife-Jezebel.
She bound herself-so far as it was possible to do so--by an awful
oath to have Elijah slain. For the moment Elijah's faith failed him,
even as the Apostle Peter's faith failed him, when also taunted by a
wicked woman (Matt. xxvi. 69-75). Elijah fled when thus threatened
by cruel Jezebel (1 Kings xix. 1-8). The Lord in mercy sent an angel
to strengthen him, not once, but twice. Then the prophet had another
relapse, and hid in a cave and it was whilst in this cave that the message
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came to him, " What doest thou here, Elijah ~" Elijah had yielded
to his own natural fears, he received so little outward support from his
fellow creatures that he came to the conclusion that" the godly man
had ceased and that the faithful had failed from among the children
of men" (see Ps. xii. 1.) In this he was falling into the very" grave"
that he thought had swallowed up others. At that time he omitted
to do what the psalmist did on a similar occasion. The psalmist said,
" Whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life, of whom
shall I be afraid? " (Ps. xxvii. 1). Therefore his cry went forth, " Help,
Lord," and he received the answer, "for the oppression of the poor,
for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the Lord" (Ps. xii.
1, 5).
Just as the Lord Jesus looked upon Peter for whom He had prayed,
and restored him (Luke xxii. 31-32, 61-62. John xxi. 15-18), so it was
that the Lord in mercy recovered Elijah and cheered and comforted
him with the assurance that there were seven thousand who had not
yielded to idolatry (1 Kings xix. 18). Little did Elijah realize in his
time of depression, when his faith was at so low an ebb, that in a few
years' time he would have the experience of being caught up to heaven
without dying (2 Kings ii. 9-11). Blessed deliverance!
These are spiritually dark days, and God's people are prone to be
cast down as they observe idolatry, infidelity and worldliness spreading
on every side and there is the temptation to escape from the cross of
witnessing, but God's commission to His people is: "Ye are My
witnesses" (Isa. xliii. 10) " Ye shall be witnesses unto Me ... unto the
uttermost part of the earth" (Acts i. 8). Therefore God's children
must" comfort one another with these words" (1 Thess. iv. 18) and
remember that those who shall escape the judgments that will come upon
rejectors of the Saviour, must watch and pray (Luke xxi. 36), for" God
is faithful, Who will not suffer them to be tempted (or tried) above that
they are able, but will with the temptation (or trial) also make a way
to escape" (1 Cor. x. 13). By and by the Lord Jesus will come and then
there will be an even more glorious entry into eternal happiness than
that granted to Elijah.
P. I. B.

APING ROME.
" A CROSS on the back is the sign of the devil in the heart; those
who do as Rome does should go to Rome and show their colours.
If priests suppose that they get the respect of honest men by their
fine ornamental dresses, they are much mistaken, for it is commonly
said, 'Fine feathers make fine birds,' and"An ape is ne'er so much an ape
As when he wears a popish cape!"
. . . none but very silly sheep would wear wolf's clothing. It is
a singular taste which makes honest men covet the rags of thieves."-

C. H. Spurgeon.
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HAPPENINGS IN JEWRY.
(From " The Scattered Nation" for April.)
THE budget of Palestine is one of the very few in the world that
balances with a distinct surplus.
Jewish investment in 1932 amounted to £P3,500,000 and deposits
in Palestine banks now amount to £P6,000,000 of which about
£P5,000,000 belongs to Jews.
"The vineyards of Israel have ceased to exist, but the Eternal
enjoined the children of Israel to celebrate the vintage. A race that
persists in celebrating their vintage, although they have no fruits to
gather, will regain their vineyards." This prophecy which Disraeli
put into the mouth of his Tancred is finding fulfilment sooner than
he could have dreamed. To-day there are 120 Jewish settlements
in Palestine and at least 27,000 Jews are engaged in agricultural
work. In October, 1933, the 225,000 Jews constituted about onefifth of the total population estimated at .1,150,000. Some 50,000
Jews form the rural and agricultural population, and there are over
400 co-operative societies in connection with this " back to the soil"
movement.
Twenty-four thousand children are enrolled in the Jewish schools
of Palestine.
The Palestine birth-rate for 1933 was 46 per 1000 for Arabs and
29 per 1000 for Jews; the death-rate 25 per 1000 for Arabs and 10
per 1000 for Jews; infantile mortality 162 per 1000 for Arabs and
86 per 1000 for Jews. Malaria, once so prevalent in the land, has
been almost entirely conquered.
Until 1929 the only means of lighting Jerusalem was by candle
and oil lamp. To-day there are 43 miles of electric mains supplying
3,200,000 units to 6000 consumers, whilst outside Jerusalem the
number of consumers is over 20,000.
The Jaffa orange is the mainstay of the Palestine export trade. In
the winter of 1933 over 5,000,000 boxes of oranges and grapefruit
were exported. Expectations are that in ten years' time 20,000,000
boxes will be exported annually.
Sheep rearing, as in ancient days, still continues as a Palestine
industry, where there are now 230,000 sheep.
Artificial teeth are being made in Tel Aviv which compare favourably with the finest productions of Europe and America. There are
also many small new industries carried on, as well as a growing handicraft work in the homes of the people.
Over 430 workmen, Jews and Arabs, are employed in extracting
salts of potash and bromine from the Dead Sea.
Haifa deep water harbour now becomes a new gateway to the East.
A pipe line 620 miles long will carry oil from the Iraq Petroleum Co.
at llirkuk in Iraq to Haifa. Together with the pipe line to Tripoli
the cost of the enterprise is £10,000,000, and 10,000 men are employed
thereon. The work will soon be completed, and the annual output
through the double line is expected to be 4,000,000 tons.
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ON THE PARABLES OF THE MUSTARD SEED
AND THE LEAYEN (LUKE xiii. 18-30.)
THESE parables also occur in Matthew xiii. Our Lord does not explain
them, but we may infer the meaning from other parables and other
parts of Scripture.
The parables in Matthew xiii., of the Sower, the Tares of the Field,
and of the Drag Net, all speak in part of evil. The Sower speaks
of wayside, stony and thorny ground being unfruitful. The devil,
persecution, and cares, riches, and pleasures take a part in producing
this result. The Parable of the Tares speaks of the devil sowing tares
among the wheat, and of this condition of t.hings continuing until the
end. The Drag Net speaks of good and bad being gathered and
a severance of the wicked from the just at the end. The Parable
of the Sower seems to set forth the results of sowing the Word all
through the dispensation. The Parable of the Tares certainly sets
forth the mixed condition of the professing Church until the end.
The Parable of the Drag Net sets forth the same truth.
It is reasonable then to interpret the Parable of the Mustard Seed
as illustrating the development of evil in the professing Church. The
birds of the air in the Parable of the Sower represent the wicked one.
So in the Mustard Seed they probably represent evil sheltered by
the professing Church. History shows this was true. (Illustrated,
Revelation xviii. 2.)
The Parable of the Leaven is certainly intended to show the corruption of the professing Church, if we remember two things: (1) That
leaven is always elsewhere used to denote evil in doctrine or practice;
(2) That history shows that the whole professing Church, with minor
exceptions, did become spiritually, doctrinally, and morally corrupt.
True, at the Reformation many nations were partially delivered and
brought into light, our own amongst them. We are enjoying many
privileges now as a result. Yet in the eighteenth century things
were in a very dead condition. Then again God wrought by the
Evangelical Revival.
But since then the Oxford Movement and the Modernist Movement
have exercised a most baneful influence. The result is that the
greater part of Protestant Christendom has degenerated into Sacerdotalism, or Modernism, or both, and there is great difficulty now in
hearing the pure Gospel.
This apostasy from truth was predicted by our Lord and His
apostles, and at the time of His coming things will be similar to the
days of Noah. Little faith will be upon the earth. Apostasy and antiChristianism will prevail.
Thus, though the professing Church has become a tree, it affords
shelter to uJl forms of evil in doctrine and practice. The leaven of
evil will become more and more manifest. Yet, in spite of all this
evil, the great Surety of the eternal Covenant" shall see of the travail
of His soul and shall be satisfied," and all His sheep shall come to Him
and be eternally saved and glorified.
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WORLDLINESS IN THE CHURCH.
THE Anglo-Catholic Church Times for March 9th says, "The Church
can do a great deal to bring colour into the lives of the people by
fulfilling its own special mission, and it should use its influence to
secure the supply of good cinemas, dance halls, playing fields, and
decent inns."
Our own view is that cinemas, dance halls, and inns, are bad for
the morals of the people. Dance halls not only encourage late hours,
but they may be the fruitful cause of immorality. The crowds which
attend cinemas remind us of the" perilous times" of the last days,
when men shall be "lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God."
The Church's proper business is to preach the pure Gospel of God's
grace with a view to turning men " from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan unto God." The appalling fact is that the great
majority are so set upon worldly pleasures that they are living without
Christ, without God, and without hope. They are led captive by
Satan at his will, and are walking in the broad way that leadeth to
destruction. It seems like trifling with men's souls for the professing
Church to spend its energies on amusing those who are "dead in
trespasses and sins," instead of warning them of their peril and proclaiming to them the only remedy for their sins.

A MEMORY OF SPURGEON.
I WAS at the Tabernacle on a Lord's Day morning in 1890, and had
the joy of hearing C. H. Spurgeon preach. I can never forget his
reading of the Scriptures. He read from Genesis iii., and when he
came to verse 17, " Cursed is the ground for thy sake," he paused,
and looking up to heaven cried, "But, Lord, the ground has not
sinned, why shouldst Thou curse it? Adam has sinned, curse him."
Then turning to the Book again, he once more read, " Cursed is the
ground for thy sake." Then bursting forth as only he could, he cried,
" Brethren, here is the Gospel! The curse, instead of falling on guilty
Adam, falls on the guiltless ground, just as at Calvary's Cross, what
was your due and mine fell on the sinIess soul of the dear Redeemer,
according as it is written in Galatians iii. 13, 'Cursed is everyone
that hangeth on a tree.' "
J. R. H.
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$ur 1t>oung jfoIhs' jpage.
MORE ABOUT THE SAVIOUR'S WORDS.
SOME of my young readers may remember that last month we noticed
what the Lord Jesus Christ said about His own words. We cannot
give too much attention to His words. They are absolutely trustworthy, and we may lean our whole weight on anything which He
said. They are of tremendous importance. If we give heed to them
we shall be like a man who" built his house upon a rock: and the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon
that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock" (Matt.
vii. 24, 25).
Some of His words are concerned with the great subject of Salvation.
The familiar words of John iii. 16 will at once occur to your minds.
You will recall, too, that He said-" He that heareth My word, and
believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not
come into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life" (John
v. 24). So each of you who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ as the
Son of God Who gave His life for you, dying in your stead, " the Just
for the unjust," may be quite sure that you are saved, saved in the
Lord with an everlasting salvation. What a welcome awaits all who
seek Him! He said, " Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast
out." He invited the weary and heavy-laden to draw near for help,
saying" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28).
Do you remember how the people at Nazareth described His words ~
We read-" They wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out
of His mouth." The little children did not disturb Him. When His
disciples would have sent their mothers away, He graciously said,
" Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not:
for of such is the kingdom of God." How graciously He spoke to the
blind man, who called to Him for help! "What wilt thou that I
should do unto thee ~" You
remember, too, how He spoke to
the lame man at the pool of Bethesda, asking him, "Wilt thou be
made whole ~" Truly was the prophecy of Psalm xlv. 2 fulfilled" Grace is poured into Thy lips." The Apostle John referred to the
Lord Jesus as " full of grace and truth."
As. we read the Gospel story we many times meet with words of
encouragement from the Saviour's lips. "Be of good cheer" was said
again and again. He called Himself the good Shepherd, implying His
tender, loving care for each of His sheep. When He commanded" Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness," He promised for our encouragement-" And all these things shall be added
unto you." A young married woman whom I used to visit years ago
pointed out to me a text which hung over the kitchen dresser, and told
me how much it had encouraged and helped her. The words were:

will
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"Your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things."
Words of instruction, too, abound. Especially do we notice them
in the Sermon on the Mount, the parables, and many other discourses
which are recorded for us. You will recall, too, some of His many
words of power, as when He raised the dead to life, saying to the little
daughter of Jairus-" Damsel, I say unto thee, Arise"; to the young
man, the son of a widow-" Young man, I say unto thee, Arise," and
to the brother of Martha and Mary-" Lazarus, come forth."
Well will it be for us if through the power of the Holy Spirit we
are enabled to obey Colossians iii. 16-" Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdom."
E. A. H.

(!totttsponbmu.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary to sailors writes: "I wish to acknowledge with grateful thanks your splendid parcel of magazines and
tracts which you were kind enough to send me, and which I shall find
most useful when ship visiting, and for including in my parcels of
scriptures and literature. Your parcel has just reached me when my
stock was exhausted and I was in need of a further supply." Another
missionary writes: "Many thanks for the parcel of excellent variety
of good literature so kindly sent. We much appreciate your valued
interest. Good reading matter is always very acceptable for the men.
I think that the tract you enclosed among others, I refer to ' Doctrines
of Demons,' is exceedingly timely and necessary in these days. Many
thanks for all the others but especially for this one. If it be possible
I would gladly welcome any further copies of this special tract. With
Christian greetings." This letter of appreciation reached me on my
sick bed and cheered me much. _ I am now, through God's mercy, on
the road to recovery, but have been laid aside for some time. Yet
thank God, the parcels of Gospel literature have been kept going out
to the various ports and garrison towns. Prayer and funds are needed
and will be deeply appreciated at this time of difficulty.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Fir.field Street, Totterdown,
Bristol 4. May, 1934.
" THOSE who oppose my protests have so much love in their mouths
and malice in their hearts that I shall not imitate them either in
the one or the other. We need, just now, grace to be truthful rather
than charitable; in fact, truth is the form of charity most applicable
to the case."-C. H. Spurgeon.
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A STURDY PROTESTANTISM.
(Being Chapter XII of " The Prince of Preachers, Charles Haddon
Spurgeon," by Rev. B. Reeve-see our Review.)
PRIESTCRAFT in any shape or form was abhorrent to Spurgeon, and
some of his most trenchant utterances were directed against it. He
had a clear appreciation of the correct place of the Church. "There
is a certain style of preaching," he said, " in which the Church is the
leading idea: meaning, to a great extent, by , the Church,' the priest,
as the dispenser of ordinances and the voice of God. But as for us,
our chief word is not ; Church,' but' Christ,' and not even the Church
of Christ, but Christ as very God of very God-Son of the Highest.
First Christ, the root, then the Church, the outgrowth; first Christ,
the builder, then the Church, which is His building. The most
important question is not, 'To which part of the Church do you
belong ~ , but, ' Do you belong to Christ, Who is the Son of the living
God ~' This must be decided by that other question, 'Whom say
ye that I am ~ , "
" When a man comes forward," says the great preacher in another
place, "and claims that he is a priest, beyond and above the sense
in which all Christians are so, we spit upon his pretensions, we utterly
loathe the idea of fellowship with such falsehood, and we regard the
poor mortal as going back to the elements of old Judaism, if not
turning aside altogether unto antichrist."
On the spread of Sacerdotalism in the Established Church, Spurgeon
expressed himself with his customary outspokenness. "The tendency
of the human mind," he said, " is to idolatry. When we do not seek
after another god, we are still tempted to worship the true God under
some visible, tangible form; and this is directly opposed to the Divine
will. The leaning of our evil heart is towards some form, symbol,
or imagery which we judge may help our thought and intensify our
worship. All this comes of ev!l, and leads to evil."
After quoting the Second Commandment he proceeds: "That
which can be seen or touched is to be kept out of our worship of the
invisible God; for there is really nothing to which we can liken Him:
the very attempt at likeness-making in reference to Him is profanity.
I know the common excuse, that men do not worship the image,
but that by its means they are helped to worship God; but this is
exactly what the second commandment forbids. Carnal objects are
not helps to spiritual worship: they are snares to the mind, and lead
the heart away from God. I feel my soul horrified, and my blood
boiling with indignation, when I see in what are called Protestant
Churches, not only a material altar, which is treated with honour,
but upon it a cross to which idolatrous reverence is evidently paid
by those who bow as they pass before it. It is very usual nowadays
to see also the Agnus Dei, or a small figure of a lamb; and this, like
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the figure of a calf among the Israelites, is viewed with devotion.
Why, we are not only going back to Popery, we are reverting to
Paganism! I do not care what shape your image takes, whether it
be a cross, a crucifix, or an Agnus Dei: if it is anything to be seen
or handled, it is strictly forbidden in the worship of God."
More than once Mr. Spurgeon used as an effective illustration an
anecdote concerning the mission of the Jesuit Fathers to the South
Seas. "When they intruded themselves," he said, "upon a native
population who had been converted to Christ they began to instruct
them in their Popish idolatries by means of pictures, and among the
rest showed them a famous tree. The natives asked, ' What is this ~ ,
'It sets forth the Church.' 'And what is this root ~' '0, that is
Jesus Christ.' 'And this trunk, what is that ~' 'That is the succession of the Popes, who are the vicars of Christ.' 'And these great
boughs, what are these ~' 'They are the cardinals.' 'And these
branches, what are they ~' 'They are the bishops of the Church.'
, And what are these small branches and little twigs ~' 'They are
the priests and the faithful.' 'And what are these poor twigs which
are cut off and are falling into the fire ~' 'They are the hereticssuch as Martin Luther, Calvin, and the like.' The natives looked
at the picture for a while, rubbed their eyes, declared that they did
not understand much about it, but with great glee exclaimed, ' It is
all right with us, for we have the root. We have the root.' "
We can imagine the relish with which that tale would be told!

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE 127th Annual Meetings, held in Caxton Hall, on Friday, May 4th,
were very encouraging. In the afternoon the Rev. Leonard Atherton,
of Southborough, preached an appropriate sermon from Hebrews
vi. 10: "For God is not unrighteous to forget your work of faith
and labour of love, which ye have showed toward His name, in that
ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister." The evening
meeting was presided over by Albert Tyler, Esq., President of the
Leicester Auxiliary of the Society. The Rev. Leonard Atherton read
a part of Galatians vi., and offered prayer. The keynote of the report
presented by the Secretary was" Gratitude "-gratitude for continued
supplies, for fidelity to foundation principles, and for so many willing
helpers. At the close of the year there were 1063 pensioners on the
books, and £13,260 had been expended in pensions and grants; in
addition there had been the cost of the upkeep of the Homes, and all
needs had been met. The appeal for increased SUbscriptions had been
responded to, but there was still need for additional subscribers.
The Rev. John Raven, in moving the adoption of the Report, referred
to the characteristics of the pilgrims, and spoke of some whom he had
visited. The Rev. S. Leigh Hunt, in seconding the resolution, pointed
out the privilege of ministering to the saints. The Rev. Leonard
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Atherton, in proposing a resolution commending the work of the
Society and soliciting increased support, emphasized the Protestant
character of the Society, and the Rev. A. W. Whayman supported
this resolution by an address on sympathetic service.
Mr. J. C. Dennis and Mr. T. A. Warburton spoke on a resolution
of thanks to chairman and speakers. On Wednesday, June 6th, a
service will be conducted in Bethlehem Chapel, Richmond, in the
evening, on behalf of the Society, and on Wednesday, the 20th, a garden
meeting will be held at "Appledore," Lumley Road, Horley, at
3 o'clock.

THE REFORMED FAITH IN THE MODERN WORLD. By Rev. Floyd E.
Hamilton, RD., Th.M. Pp. 37. Price 4d., post free. (Sovereign
Grace Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C.4.)
This pamphlet is remarkable in many ways. First, it is remarkable
for its clear unfolding of the Reformed Faith, by which is meant
what is commonly called the Calvinistic teaching of the Word of God.
Secondly, it is remarkable that such a pamphlet was written by a
"Professor of Bible, Union Christian College." In these days it is
most rare for a college professor to hold and teach the great doctrines
of grace. Thirdly, the pamphlet is remarkable that it hails from
a college in Pyengyang, Korea. Evidently this is a missionary college
in a heathen country. We often deplore the absence of the old truths
in colleges at home. Here we have a man of learning, a professor in
a college in Korea, avowing and setting forth firmly and unequivocally,
and withal in courteous language, those great truths in which our
leading reformers gloried, but which are now for the most part scouted
and rejected. This pamphlet is well worth reading and pondering.
THE ETERNAL SONSHIP. By William Wileman. Pp. 18. Price Id.
(To be had from the Author, 44, Caddington Road, Cricklewood,
London.)
Half the pages of this pamphlet are occupied with a brief exposition
of the Eternal Sonship of our Lord Jesus Christ. The other half is
taken up with the substance of a sermon on " The Word Made Flesh."
We are very glad that Mr. Wileman avows his full belief in the Eternal
Sonship of our Lord Jesus Christ. He says "loyal love sees the
eternal glory of the Eternal Son in verse 30 of Proverbs viii." In
reference to Romans viii. he says, "It was here that the present
writer learned the foundation doctrine of the Eternal Sonship in 1872,"
and he quotes verses 3 and 32 in proof, where the apostle uses the words,
" His Own Son."
The pamphlet does not profess to be a full exposition of this great
and important truth, but it is satisfactory that Mr. Wileman is in
line with orthodox teaching on this subject.
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THE QUARTERLY RECORD (April) OF THE TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY.
Price 2d. (Trinitarian Bible Society Office, 7, Bury Street,
Bloomsbury, London, W.C.l.)
The Editorial Notes contain helpful remarks on " Fellowship in the
Gospel." An excellent address on" The Inspiration of the Scriptures,"
by Pastor J. K. Popham, occupies three pages. The Record also
contains, " News from the Field," and interesting accounts of sermons
and meetings in a very large number of places.

THE PRINCE OF PREACHERS. By Rev. B. Reeve. Pp. 64. Price 6d.,
postage Id. (The Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street,
London, E.C.4.)
The prince of preachers, the title of this adInirable pamphlet, is
C. H. Spurgeon, whose centenary is being celebrated this year. This
pamphlet consists of twelve clearly-written chapters, giving a brief
outline of Spurgeon's life and work. In comparatively small compass
the author has collected together some of the chief facts concerning
the life of this outstanding preacher of the Gospel. We warmly
commend it to our readers. Under" Protestant Beacon" we have
printed Chapter XII, which treats briefly of Spurgeon's turdy
protestantism.
We have received THE GRACE OF GOD, by Principal J. Willoughby,
M.A., <if the Strict Baptist Bible Institute, Brockley. This pamphlet
may be had for 2d., post free, from The Sovereign Grace Union, 31,
Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4. Past experience
convinces us that anything from the pen of Principal Willoughby is
always written in language clear, Scriptural, valuable and convincing.

THE SINAI CODEX.
THE Trustees of the British Museum issued an appeal in January
for £50,000, to be met by a siInilar amount offered by the Government,
for the purchase of the famous Codex Sinaiticus. This sum has now
been received or proInised.
" A strong desire, however, has been expressed in many quarters
that although the offer of the Government to render secure the
acquisition by the nation of so great a treasure is recognized to have
been both generous and right, further opportunity should be given
to raise as much as possible of the total sum of £100,000 by the
voluntary efforts of all who reverence the Bible and value its place
in our personal and national life."
Contributions should be sent to the Director of the British Museum,
London, W.C.I.

