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BROKEN AND CONTRITE HEARTS.

"A broken and a contrite heart, 0 GOD, Thou wilt not despise."PSALM li. 17.
WE read much in Scripture of the human heart. In the time of
Noah we read of the evil of the human heart: "GOD saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually"
(Gen. vi. 5). Only evil, and evil continually, was every imagination
of the thoughts of man's heart. The outcome of these evil
imaginations was evil deeds. "The earth was filled with violence"
(Gen. vi. 11). The evil was universal. "All flesh had corrupted
his way." Noah alone is mentioned as one who, through infinite
grace, "was a just man and perfect in his generations," and as
one who" walked with GOD "-(verses 8, 9).
The human heart remained unchanged even after the flood.
The old nature remained in Noah, in his sons, and in their wives.
Hence GOD said about it, "The imagination of man's heart is
evil from his youth" (Gen. viii. 21). The present population of
the earth is descended from Noah's sons, and the wickedness of
man is as great as ever.
In David's time we read of the atheism of the human heart.
" The fool hath said in his heart, there is no GOD" (Ps. liii. 1).
Such fools are to be found to-day.
In Solomon's time the human heart was still evil. That great
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king, inspired by the SPIRIT, wrote, "The heart of the sons of
men is fully set in them to do evil," and "The heart of the sons
of men is full of evil, yea, madness is in their heart while they live,
and after that they go to the dead" (Eccles. viii. 11; ix. 3).
The prophets bear similar testimony. Through Isaiah the
LORD says, "This people have removed their heart from me"
(Isa. xxix. 13). Jeremiah says, "The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it 1" (Jer.
xvii. 9). Again he says, "This people hath a revolting and a
rebellious heart" (Jer. v. 23).
And what is our LORD'S testimony in reference to the human
heart 1 He knew, as no mere man can fully know, the awful
character of the human heart. Hence He said, "Out of the
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, false witness, blasphemies" (Matt. xv. 19). Here we
have sins of thought, word (false witness, blasphemies), and sins
of deed, such as murder and theft, all proceeding from the human
heart.
The Apostle Paul speaks of the idolatry of the human heart.
He says, "Because that, when they knew GOD, they glorified
Him not as GOD, neither were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations~n~ their foolish heart was darkened. Professing
themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory
of the uncoITuptible GOD into an image made like to corruptible
man . . . and worshipped and served the creature more [or
rather] than the Creator, Who is blessed for ever" (Rom. i. 21-25).
Let us not forget that the evil character of the human heart
appertains to the children of GOD as well as to the ungodly. "That
which is born of the flesh is flesh." The corrupt nature remains
even in the regenerated people of GOD, and it continually lusts
against the SPIRIT" (see John iii. 6; Gal. v. 17).
Our reformers said rightly, "This infection of nature doth
remain, yea in them that are regenerated; whereby the lust of
the flesh . . . is not subject to the law of GOD. And although
there is no condemnation for them that believe and are baptized,
yet the apostle doth confess, that concupiscence and lust hath
of itself the nature of sin." Again, they say, "All we the
rest, although baptized, and born again in CHRIST, yet offend in
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many things; and if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (Articles IX. and XV.).
Realizing this truth to the full the Apostle Paul said, "I know
that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing. . .. When
I would do good, evil is present with me." And he concludes
by saying, "With the mind I myself serve the law of GOD; but
with the flesh the law of sin."
If we believe the Word of GOD then, we shall not be able to
speak well of human nature. "There is none that doeth good,
no, not one." The whole world is guilty before GOD. We were
all born without a good character. While we can speak well
of our gracious and merciful GOD, and bear testimony to His
unfathomable love, boundless mercy, and rich grace, we never
have any reason to speak well of ourselves. Nor have we ever
any ground of boasting. Whatever good we may have we have
received it from Him, and to Him alone must the glory be
unreservedly given. What need then there is that we should
at all times be possessed of "a broken and a contrite heart."
1. Let us think what is meant by " a broken and a contrite heart."
The word contrite means "broken in spirit by a sense of sin,
completely penitent" (Oxford Dictionary).
Taught by the SPIRIT the contrite sinner realizes that he is a
sinner by nature. Before he has committed any actual transgression he owns that his nature is sinful, that he has been steeped
in sin and associated with sin from his very conception. Sin
is "propagated from one to another by natural generation . . .
and this corruption of nature is the fountain, source, and spring
of all sin, secret and open, private and public" (Dr. Gill). Thus
the sinner is led to say with David, "Behold, I was shapen in
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me" (Ps. li. 5).
Fausset says, "In Adam the whole human race fell, so that
his sin was propagated by generation; for as the punishment
affects all his race, even those who have not followed him in
actual sin (Rom. v. 12-14) as infants, so must his sin" (Job.
xiv. 4). This is what is termed original or birth-sin, "an hereditary
taint, whereby from our birth we are inclined to evil."
The Ninth Article says, " Original sin is the fault and corruption
of the nature of every man, that naturally is ingendered of the
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offspring of Adam; whereby man is very far gone from original
righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, so that
the flesh lusteth always contrary to the SPIRIT; and therefore
in every person born into this world, it deserveth GOD'S wrath
and damnation.
The doctrine of original or birth-sin is now being rejected and
denied. We would therefore emphasize its truth by quoting
the Westminster Confession of Faith. In chapter vi. of that
great Confession we read that by the first sin. of Adam and Eve
"they fell from their original righteousness, and communion
with GOD, and so became dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all
the faculties and parts of soul and body." "They being the
root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed" (Rom. v.
12, 19), and the same death in sin and corrupted nature conveyed
to all their posterity, descending from them by ordinary generation (Ps. li. 5; Gen. v. 3; Job xiv. 4; xv. 14).
"From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to all good, and wholly
inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions" (Rom.
viii.7; vii. 18; Col. i. 21; Rom. iii. 10-12; Eph. ii. 2, 3). "This
corruption of nature, during this life, doth remain in those that
are regenerated: and although it be through CHRIST pardoned
and mortified, yet both itself, and all the motions thereof, are
truly and properly sin.
A broken and a contrite heart is also conscious of actual transgression. The contrite sinner realizes that he is a sinner both
by nature and by practice. He is ready to say, "I acknowledge
my transgressions" (Ps. li. 3). He owns to sins of thought,
of word, and deed, and he is grieved over his sin.
In the case of large numbers of people, sin is thought lightly
of. There is often no high sense of duty. People fail to do
what they ought to do without any realization of the enormity
and the evil of sin.
A truly contrite sinner will fully and unreservedly acknowledge
what a sinner he is. He will have no good word to say of himself.
Like David, he will say, "I acknowledge my sin unto Thee, and
mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of
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my sin" (Ps. xxxii. 5). Such a sinner is convinced by the HOLY
GHOST that he is a sinner by nature and by practice, and he will
realize that only by the blood of CHRIST can he be cleansed and
forgiven. David said, "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be
clean: wash me and I shall be whiter than snow" (Ps. li. 7).
The blood of the passover lamb was sprinkled on the doors
of the houses of the Israelites with a bunch of hyssop, and when
GOD saw the blood, he passed over them. They were delivered
from death through the blood of the Lamb (see Exod. xii. 22).
The leper was pronounced clean when he was sprinkled with
blood by means of hyssop and other things (Lev. xiv. 4:-7).
David realized that only by the shedding of blood could he be
cleansed from sin. The typical sacrifices pointed to the blood
of CHRIST, and His blood alone cleanses the believing sinner from
all sin.
" There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from EMMANUEL'S veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains."
What a mercy if we have" faith in His blood," and are assured
that GOD, for CHRIST'S sake, hath forgiven us.
" JESUS, my GOD, Thy blood alone
Hath power sufficient to atone;
Thy blood can make me white as snow
No Jewish types could cleanse me so."
(Watts.)

i'
J

2. Think now of the encouragement there is for a broken and a
contrite heart.
The Lord is always near to such an one. The poor brokenhearted sinner, feeling what a sinner he is, may imagine that
the LORD is far off from him. On the contrary, "The LORD
is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such
as be of a contrite spirit" (Ps. xxxiv. 18).
The very fact that they are broken down with a sense of sin
shows that He has been operating in them by His SPIRIT, and
making them to know the plague of their own hearts. What
comfort does this thought bring to the poor conscious sinner!
The LORD is near to save, to pardon, to comfort. Though He
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be "the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 'Whose
name is holy," yet He says, "I dwell in the high and holy place,
with him also that is 0/ a contrite and humhle spirit, to revive the
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones"
(Isa. lvii. 15). Thus He dwells with the contrite ones, and He
does so on purpose to revive their spirits, and deliver them from
despair.
The LORD takes pleasure in the contrite ones. "A broken
and a contrite heart, 0 GOD, Thou wilt not despise." Think
of that, 0 broken-hearted sinner. Men may despise thee and
reject thee, but GOD never. He says, "To this man will I look,
even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth
at My word" (Isa. lxvi. 2). See how He looked at, welcomed,
and blessed the poor publican who cried, "GOD be merciful to
me a sinner." He went down to his house justified, delivered
from condemnation, and eternally forgiven.
No broken-hearted sinner need despair. It is written, "He
healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds"
(Ps. cxlvii. 3). Be of good courage, then, 0 broken-hearted
sinner. Thy sins, indeed, are many and mighty, and their wages
is death, but thy REDEEMER died in thy place. He bore thy sins
in His Own body on the tree. He was wounded for thy transgressions, and with His stripes, they who trust in Him are healed.
He was sent by the FATHER expressly "to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised"
(Luke iv. 18).
" Heal us, EMMANUEL! here we are,
Waiting to feel Thy touch:
Deep-wounded souls to Thee repair,
And, SAVIOUR, we are such.
" Our faith is feeble, we confess,
We faintly trust Thy word;
But wilt Thou pity us the less?
Be that far from Thee, LORD! "
(Cowper.)
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
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THE ANOINTING, THE SEAL, AND THE EARNEST OF
THE SPIRIT.

"Now He which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath
anointed us, is God,. Who hath also sealed us, and given- the
earnest 0/ the Spirit in our hearts."-2 CORINTHlANS i. 21, 22.
THREE important words are used here, setting forth the relationship of the Holy Spirit to God's people. They are the words,
"anointed," "sealed," and "earnest." The blessings to which
these words pointed were enjoyed by the Apostle Paul and
Timothy (chapter i. 2), and by all the people of God at Corinth.
They were all Divinely anointed and sealed with the Holy Ghost,
and they all possessed the earnest of the Spirit in their hearts.
What was true of them is true of all other believers. The
declaration made of God's people in Apostolic -days refers equally
to the people of God to-day. All the saints of God, whoever
they are, and wherever they dwell, are anointed and sealed with
the Holy Ghost, and possess Him as the earnest in their hearts.
Here are three marks of the people of God. Destitute of these
marks we cannot say that as yet we are numbered amongst the
family of God. The anointing, the sealing, and the earnest are
blessings which appertain to all the elect people of God. "They
that have My Spirit, these," saith He, "are Mine."
1. First, notice that God hath anointed His people with His
Spirit.
It is important to emphasize the Divine source of this anointing.
"He which hath anointed us, is God." We do not anoint ourselves, nor are we anointed by episcopal hands, nor by any human
hands. God Himself, in the exercise of His sovereignty, anoints
all the objects of His mercy with His Spirit. He pours His
Spirit abundantly upon them through Jesus Christ, their Saviour
(see Titus iii. 6).
The word "a.nointed" suggests at first sight the use of oil,
or ointment. We read of Christ, "God, even thy God, hath
anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy fellows." But
the words "oil" and "anointed" are figurative, and are based
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upon a literal use of ointment in Old Testament times. In those
times prophets, priests, and kings were anointed with oil, and
thus set apart for the work to which they were called. Moses
was Divinely instructed to make "an oil of holy ointment."
With it he was to anoint the tabernacle and all its vessels, and
thus "sanctify them that they might be most holy." He was
also with this "holy anointing oil" to "anoint Aaron and his
sons, and consecrate them, that they may minister unto Me in
the prieSt's office" (Exod. xxx. 25-30). Later on, the Lord
told Elijah to "anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: and Jehu the
son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and
Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint
to be prophet in thy room" (1 Kings xix. 15, 16).
By this anointing prophets, priests, and kings were set apart
for their offices. The oil was symbolic of the Holy Spirit, though
we have no reason to think that the anointing with the symbol
was always accompanied with the thing symbolized. 'When,
however, Samuel anointed David to be king, "the Spirit of the
Lord came upon David from that day forward" (1 Sam. xvi. 13).
All this was typical. The Aaronic priesthood and the Divinely
appointed prophets and kings of Israel were typical of Christ.
He is the Prophet like unto Moses. He is "a Priest for ever
after the order of Melchizedek" (Ps. ex. 4). He is the King,
the Lord and Master of His people. He is the Son of God, He
is "the King of Israel" (John i. 49). Holding these offices He
could say, "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because
the Lord hath anointed Me to preach good tidings unto the meek;
He hath sent Me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them
that are bound" (Isa. lxi. 1). Not with literal oil was He anointed,
but "God anointed Him with the Holy Ghost and with power."
He is described as "Thy holy Child Jesus Whom Thou hast'
anointed" (Acts iv. 27; x. 38).
Christ did not appoint Himself to the offices which He holds.
He is the Divinely appointed and anointed prophet, priest, and
king of His people. He was called of God to these offices (see
Heb. v. 4-6). His true sheep listen to His prophetic voice, they
trust only in His priestly sacrifice, and rejoice in His priestly
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intercession; moreover, they own Him as their supreme Lord,
Master, and King.
But all His people are the members of His mystical body, and
God hath not only anointed the Head, but all the members with
His Spirit. The precious ointment upon the head of Aaron and
upon his beard, "went down to the skirts of his garments"
(Ps. cxx.xiii. 2). In like manner, the same Spirit by Whom Christ
was anointed is poured down upon all the members of His mystical
body. Of His fulness they all receive. They are made full in
Him (see John i. 16; Col. ii. 10, 19; Acts ii. 33; Titus iii. 5, 6).
Hence the Apostle John says, "Ye have an unction from the
Holy One, and ye know all things." "The anointing which
ye have received of Him abideth in you, and ye need not that
any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you
of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught
you, ye shall abide in Him" (1 John ii. 20, 27).
Christ is the Holy One (Acts iii. 14), and He baptizes all His
people with the Holy Ghost (John i. 33; Matt. iii. 11). The result
is they are taught by the Spirit, and they know all needful things.
The Apostle John had been saying that antichrists shall come,
and that even then there were many antichrists. Then he assures
God's people that the antidote against all antichrists is the teaching
of the Holy Ghost. He teaches all God's people all essential
truth. "Not that the believer is infallible; for none here receive
the Spirit in its fulness, but only the measure needful for keeping him from soul-destroying error. So the Church, though
having the Spirit in her, is not infallible (for fallible members
can never make one infallible whole), but, is kept from ever wholly
losing everywhere the saving truth" (Canon A. R. Fausset).
God's people are not wholly dependent on human teachers.
They are all taught of God by His Spirit, and through the Spiritinspired Word. Christ raises up teachers in the Church, and
we may really profit by them, but we are taught apart from them
by the Spirit, Who opens our understandings that we may understand the Scriptures.
It is important to remember that the Spirit teaches His Own
inspired Word. That Word is able to make wise unto salvation.
It is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path. All this
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shows that though we are anointed with the Spirit, our knowledge
and spiritual growth are dependent on the prayerful study of
that Word which the Spirit has caused inspired men to write for
our learning. We need to beware of the doctrine that we can
be independent of Scripture for spiritual knowledge.
Dr. Gill says, "Saints under the Gospel dispensation are taught
of God by His Spirit, according to the Word of truth, and by the
ministry of it, and have no need of learning every man from his
neighbour, or from his brother, any separate revelation; so
that this passage does not militate against the external ministry
of the Gospel, or human teachings according to that perfect rule
and declaration of the whole mind and will of God by Christ
under the Gospel dispensation."
2. In the second place God hath sealed His people with His Spirit.
The sealing of God's people by the Spirit is referred to twice
in the Epistle to the Ephesians. "Ye were sealed," says the
Apostle, "with that Holy Spirit of promise"; and he also says,
" Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto
the day of redemption" (Eph. i. 13; iv. 30).
Here we have other teaching concerning the Holy Spirit. A
seal was used for the purpose of security. The chief priests and
Pharisees were afraid that the disciples might come and steal
Christ's body, and say He was risen from the dead. They asked
Pilate, therefore, to command that the sepulchre should be made
. sure. Pilate said, "Ye have a watch: go your way, make it
as sure as ye can. So they went and made the sepulchre sure,
sealing the stone, and setting a watch" (Matt. xxvii. 62-66).
Under ordinary circumstances the sealing of the stone, and the
placing of a guard of Roman soldiers at the sepulchre, would
have secured that no outsider could interfere with the sacred
body of our Lord. But supernatural power was put forth and
the stone, the watch, and the seal were helpless to prevent the
resurrection of our Lord from the dead at the appointed time.
There is, however, another illustration of security by means
of a seal given in the Revelation. An angel came down from
heaven" having the key of the bottomless pit, and a great chain
in his hand, and he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,
which is the devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,
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and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set
a'seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till
the thousand years should be fulfilled" (Rev. xx. 1-3). A corrected translation puts it that the angel "shut it [i.e., the abyss]
and sealed it over him" (i.e., Satan). In other words the bottomless pit was shut up and sealed so that the devil could not deceive
the nations any more till the time Divinely appointed.
We refer to this, not to expound the passage, but to show that
the pit was sealed to secure Satan's captivity till the Divinelyappointed time.
Now just as Satan in this prophecy is kept secure from mischief,
so God's people, being sealed by the Holy Ghost, are kept secure
from all the power of the world, the flesh, and the devil. They
shall never perish. No hellish power can separate them from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus their Lord. The temptations to which they are exposed will not cause them to fall away
finally. They do not belong to those who fall back into perdition,
but to the company of those who believe to the saving of their
souls. No weapon formed against them shall prosper. They
are sealed unto the day of redemption, kept secure until the Lord
comes and changes the body of their humiliation, that it may
be fashioned like unto the body of His glory (see Phil. iii. 20, 21).
Here is one comforting truth suggested by our being sealed by
the Holy Ghost.
Another thought suggested by our being sealed by the Spirit
is that we are marked or stamped as God's own people, His
property. We read, "Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor
the trees, till we have sealed the- servants of our God in their foreheads" (Rev. vii. 3). The Lord's people are sealed with the
Holy Spirit to mark them or stamp them as His Own. He thus
indicates who are His true people. They are those who have His
Spirit. They are those who have experienced the Spirit's regenerating and quickening and saving power. They are those upon
whom God has set His love. They are those upon whom He
bestows His saving mercy. They are washed, sanctified, and
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our
God. They are the sheep given to Christ by the Father. They
are they who have been called out of darkness into God's marvellous
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light. In time past they were not a people, but they are now
the people of God.
The being sealed with the Spirit marks us as God's people,
and " If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His"
(Rom. viii. 9).
Dr. Charles Hodge says, "The Holy Spirit, which in one view
is an unction, in another view is a seal. He marks those in whom
He dwells as belonging to God (Rev. vii. 2; 2 Tim. ii. 19). He
also bears witness in the hearts of believers that they are the
children of God.... And He effectually secures them from apostasy
and rebellion (Eph. i. 13, 14; iv. 30)"
3. Thirdly, God has given to His people the earnest of the Spirit
in their hearts.
The word "earnest" denotes money which in purchases is
given as a pledge that the full amount will subsequently be paid.
God gives to His people the Spirit as the earnest or pledge of the
future blessings which are in store for them. He is "the earnest
of our inheritance" (Eph. i. 14). We are begotten unto an
inheritance which is incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away. It is an inheritance which is reserved in heaven for
us. It is an inheritance among them that are sanctified. It
is the inheritance of a kingdom which God hath promised to
them that love Him, a kingdom which cannot be moved (see
Acts xx. 32; 1 Peter i. 4; Heb. xii. 28; James ii. 5).
Of this inheritance the Holy Spirit in our hearts is the earnest,
the pledge, the foretaste. As surely as the Spirit dwells within
us, so surely shall the inheritance be ours. As He abides with
us for ever, so the inheritanGe of which He is the pledge is sure
and certain.
Dr. Hodge says, "The Holy Spirit is Itself the earnest, i.e.,
at once the foretaste and pledge of redemption ... the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of His people, is that part of the
blessings of redemption, which God gives them as a pledge of
their full and final salvation. So certain, therefore, as the Spirit
dwells in us, so certain is our final salvation. 'If any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His . .. But if the Spirit
of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
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bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you' (Rom. Vlll. 9-11)."
In harmony with this thought is the word "firstfruits," used
by the apostle of the Spirit. Believers "have the firstfruits
of the Spirit" (Rom. viii. 23). The Spirit Himself is the firstfruits of the coming harvest of full redemption blessings which
will be the eternal portion of all the elect people of God. " There
is but one thing stated in these verses (2 Cor. i. 21, 22), and that
is that God establishes or renders His people firm and secure
in their union with Christ, and in their participation of the benefits
of redemption. How He does this, and the evidence that He
does it, is expressed or presented by saying He hath anointed,
sealed, and given us the earnest of the Spirit."
"The indwelling of the Spirit, therefore, renders the believer
secure and steadfast; it is his anointing; it is the seal of God
impressed upon the soul, and therefore the pledge of redemption.
The fruits of the Spirit are the evidence of His presence; so that
while those who experience and manifest those fruits may rejoice
in the certainty of salvation, those who are destitute of them
have no right to appropriate to themselves the consolation of
this and similar declarations of the Word of God. The perseverance of the saints is a perseverance in holiness" (Dr. C. Hodge's
Commentary on 2 Corinthians, page 25).
What a mercy if we are amongst the number of those who have
experienced the anointing, sealing, and earnest of the Spirit.
Such an experience is Divine in its origin and to God must be
given the glory, if we possess the earnest of the Spirit in our
hearts.
"My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace:
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven." (Toplady.)
THE EDITOR.

" SUNDAY-SCHOOLS grow steadily less in number; the cinemas become
fuller and fuller, and the Churches emptier and emptier."-An AngloCatholic writer.
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'JUgtim

'Japet~.

WELLSPRINGS.
" But 1 obtained mercy."-1

TIMOTHY

i. 13.

THIS is the humble and grateful acknowledgement of him who was
recognized as chief of the apostles; and far above any other of his
time in learning, and the first missionary to the Gentiles. What humble
ground he speaks from, and what Christ-exalting truth he declares!
The sinner is in his right place and the Saviour alone exalted, which,
alas, is so different from much of the teaching to-day. But this is what
we find in the infallible Word, and therefore may we seek only the
Holy Spirit's teaching and abide in the doctrine which rightly debases
the sinner and gives his Saviour all the glory of the sinner's salvation.
For if a sinner is to be saved, it must be by free and sovereign grace.
It must be by a Kingly act of mercy. If a sinner is to be quickened
into newness of life, none but and nothing short of an Omnipotent
Trinity of Persons can and will effect that work of grace.
And the mercy of it is, our God in Christ does all this. He comes
to where the poor sinner is, and that sinner dead in trespasses and
sins, helpless and hopeless, must for ever have been left so, unless
by an act of His Sovereign grace and mercy, He passes by and says,
"liive." He stirs up the heart once so estranged to know its state
of need and puts a cry within for help and mercy, and gives the
knowledge that none but He Who died for sinners can help. We
see this so wondrously exemplified in the conversion of him whose
words we have taken for our text. Certainly Saul of Tarsus had no
hand in the matter of his own conv~rsio~. He took not a step in
the matter of returning to God. He was a trophy of grace, a brand
plucked out of the burning, an enemy arrested and turned right round,
and who, but for Omnipotent grace and mercy, would have continued
in his mad career. He was stifling his conscience and thoughts which
may have arisen in his mind, for he was" yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter," when al'rested by the heavenly Voice, gently
chiding him that it was" hard for him to kick against the pricks."
Herein shone Divine mercy, matchless Omnipotent grace! And if
the God of all mercy has detennined to make known that free mercy
in the heart of any poor sinner, chosen from all eternity, whose name
is in the Book of Life, the sovereignty of Him, the Creator and
Re-Creator, will be manifest. He will claim His Own, and sin, death,
hell, and all the legion of devils can never cheat the Saviour of one
of His for whom His precious blood was shed, nor stay the exercise of
Divine mercy in His time and way.
And that is just how Saul of Tarsus found it, and he could never
bless and praise the God of his salvation as he would, in his after life
and testimony as having obtained mercy.
How blessedly humbling all this is. How rightly it crowns Him
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Who alone is worthy, and Who is the Author and Finisher of every
one of His people's salvation! How softly it makes saved sinners
walk. Nothing in and of themselves. All they are and receive is
of free grace and mercy; and as clay in the hands of the Heavenly
Potter, they desire and are content to be nothing, that Christ may
be the All in All of their salvation.
How "suddenly" mercy surprised this dear servant of Christ!
How contrary a way he was taking, when sovereign mercy arrested
him, turned him right round from his purpose of slaughtering the
saints of God, and brought him back from his errand, blind and
helpless, as a little child led by the hand and silent before the Lord.
Submissive, meek, pliable, and" made willing in the day of God's
power," he acknowledges His sovereignty and humbly asks, "Lord,
what wilt Thou have me to do ~" He was presently to learn that
doing meant suffering for Jesus' Name and sake! But having
"obtained mercy," mercy would go with him, follow him up and
preserve him, and whilst he would suffer beyond measure, and more
than any other in persecutions and afflictions, yet he would ever after
be held and upheld in the mercy of his God.
" I obtained mercy." And he could well testify of "the riches of
His glory on vessels of mercy" (Rom. ix. 23), of the "God Who is
rich in mercy" (Eph. ii. 4), of his hope in "the Father of mercies"
(2 Cor. i. 3), and of Jesus Whom he had once persecuted in His saints
as the" merciful and faithful High Priest . . . able to succour them
that are tempted" (Heb. ii. 17, 18).
How he longed for his Philippian brethren " The tender mercies of
Jesus Christ" (Phil. i. 8). He knew what the sharpness of suffering
meant, but he also knew what the tenderness of Jesus, the Man of
Sorrows, was. And I doubt not never was the mercy of Jesus more
tender, more sweet, nor more soothing than when His dear servant
sorrowed over the martyrdom of the beloved Stephen to whose death
Saul had contributed, if not being the chief instigator. No! The
apostle could never forget it. He carried that scar all his life, " consenting unto his death," but he. had full forgiveness in the tender
mercies and companionship of Him Who was his Lord and Saviour,
and hence he longed for others of his brethren to rejoice also in the
free forgiveness and loving-kindness of their God.
" But I obtained mercy." Four words only, but an eternity of blessing
wrapped up in them; and as we sometimes sing:"Depth of mercy! can there be,
Mercy still reserved for me!"

The soul is lost in wonder, love, and praise.
Yes, mercy humbles the sinner and exalts the sinner's Saviour.
Mercy is free. Once received, never recalled. It is changeless,
irrevocable as the Divine source from which her cleansing healing
streams flow. It is mercy that sweetens all the rest of the Divine
attributes. The sinner could not bear God's holiness upon him without
17
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His corresponding mercy, who is made conscious of his exceeding
need and God's exceeding love. "Mercy," said the Puritan Watson,
" is God's right hand and that He is most used to. Wrath is God's
'strange work'; He is unused to it." Truly in the life of every
redeemed sinner is richly exemplified how" He delighteth in mercy,"
and that He is "rich in mercy."
My thoughts while penning this meditation have been much with
a beloved friend whom it was my privilege to know for forty-two
years, and who was gently gathered to his eternal rest on Jan. 27th,
in a ripe old age. Dear Mr. Hamson was as humble a Christian as
one could meet with, and his love for fellow-believers traversing the
same pilgrim pathway to Zion, humbled by the consciousness of
indwelling sin, and God's matchless mercy in redeeming, delivering,
and keeping, was very deep, real, and constant.
In earlier days he greatly entered into the privilege with his family
of attending St. Mary-Ie-Port, and also of entertaining some of the
speakers at the Clifton Conference, and he owed much and gratefully acknowledged the spiritual help he obtained from two of those
guests, the Rev. W. Dance, then at St. Luke's, Leamington, and
Mr. W. Frith, of Harringay., But in later years, when debarred from
the outward means of grace, he was sweetly content indoors with the
never-failing source of comfort and joy which he derived from the
precious Word and Hawker's "Portions."* How he loved to sit
quietly pondering the Christ-exalting truths and to magnify his precious
" Master" as he so constantly called Him. And it was true and
absolute subjection which gave him such delight in that title. There
was such gracious humility and meekness, and such chastened
sorrow for sin. He would often say, " But I am such an old sinner,"
and speak with abhorrence of sin and its consequences, whilst in
deep and grateful acknowledgement at having been brought and
dealt with in the Potter's house. Of a time of acute and humbling
trial, he once wrote, "His Covenant promises all passed only too
quickly before me and in one of the most dire of distresses many
years ago, I almost, if not in fact, heard His Voice saying, , Be still,
and know that I am God.' It has been a sheet anchor for a poor
storm-tossed one, but who can joyfully say, ' Who is a God like unto
our God Who doeth such wonders.' "

* How often have I loved to hear our dear friend, when speaking of the
Christ-exalting" Portions," tell the story of Mr. Gadsby when visiting Mr.
Denham at Plymouth, and suggesting that together they should call on
Dr. Hawker. "Yes," said Mr. Denham, "I do not mind going to see the
man," and together they went; and the ring at the door was answered
by the Doctor himself. "Is that you, Brother Denham ? " he asked, and
received the reply, "Yes, and I have brought Brother Gadsby to see you."
"Come in, come in," said the Doctor, and he at once opened such blessed
conversation for an hour, that Mr. Gadsby sat weeping as he listened and
came away with his heart full. "Wdl," said Mr. Denham, as they returned
home, "you have been and seen the man." "No," replied Mr. Gadsby,
" I did not see the man, I saw his 211aster; I only saw the legs of the man,
for the other parts of him were in heaven."

•
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How truly exemplified in our dear friend were the lines of the
immortal Watts:" \Vith joy the Father does approve,
The fruit of His eternal love;
The Son with joy looks down and sees
The purchase of His agonies.
"The
The
And
The

Spirit takes delight to view
holy soul He formed anew ;
saints and angels join to sing,
growing empire of their King."

The meek and childlike spirit in our dear friend, after his so great
deliverance from Satan's power and captivity, was touching and
beautiful. He loved acknowledging his Lord and Master. "The
Master knows best," was a favourite expression and went far to show
how truly humbled and obedient now he was bound a willing captive
to such a Master! The secret of all was wrapped up in the short
sentence of our text. Having "obtained mercy," he, like every
other of God's living family, would continue to be upheld, kept, and
preserved by Covenant mercy all life's pilgrimage.
Mercy is indeed "welcome news to bankrupt sinners." Mercy
meets our misery and our helpless condition. Mercy comes to where
we are, lost, ruined, undone. Mercy lifts us out of the Slough of
Despond, and plants our feet on the sure and solid foundation, the
Rock of Ages. The sovereignty of God to Whom alone belongeth
mercy and forgiveness declares, "I will have mercy upon her that
had not obtained mercy; and I will say to them which were not My
people, thou art my people, and they shall say, Thou art my God"
(Hosea ii. 23).
" Obtained mercy." The apostle seems to delight in the expression
and acknowledgement of it, as coming to the chief of sinners, as he
felt himself to be. He neither sought for it, nor deserved it. "As
one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful," he writes
to the Corinthian believers (1 Cor. vii. 25). It is the first step in all
the blessings to follow in the spiritual life of the vessel of mercy;
each one obtains "like precious faith" (1 Peter i. 1), obtains the
promises (Heb. vi. 15; xi. 33), obtains eternal redemption (Heb.
ix. 12) in and through the Glorious Forerunner and Redeemer. They
shall likewise, all these obtainers of mercy, obtain the inheritance
laid up for them in heaven in Him Who purchased it for them with
His own most precious blood (Eph. i. 11).
Yes, each and all these will be constrained to their last breath to
say they were "debtors to mercy alone" and how
". . . mercy reigns and justice, too,
In Christ they both harmonious meet.
He paid to justice all its due,
And now He fills the mercy-seat."

R.
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SnmonS) anll NoteS) of SermonS).
THE MORE EXCELLENT SACRIFICE.
A SERMON BY THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.
" Abel, he also lYrought of the firstlings of his flock, and of the fat thereof.
And the Lord had respect unto Abel and his offering."-GENESIS
iv. 4.

A LONG course of years has fled, since the earth drank in the blood
of Abel. His was the earliest of all graves. But he is not silent in
it. His faith has an ever-living voice. No time can stop its warning
sound. "By it, he, being dead, yet speaketh" (Heb. xi. 4).
Such is the heaven-told fact. Surely, then, there must be much
most worthy of notice in his testimony, since it thus rolls on from
age to age. Its subjects must be all-important. It is so: none can
be compared to it. It is so: for it proclaims the Lord Jesus Christ.
This is the purport of its call to every child of man, "Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." Trust in His blood.
Plead nothing but His death before God. Make His cross your only
hope.
Reader, perhaps you have never found all this Gospel in Abel's
brief life. But it is there. Unfold with me the record: and let us
do so in humble prayer, that the Spirit may graciously teach. For
without His aid, none ever see the Lord.
Abel stands before us in the lovely character of one whose spirit
rejoices in God his Saviour. This is the prominent feature in his
portrait. He selects the first-born of his flock. He brings it as an
offering. He lays it on the altar. He raises the knife. He takes
the life, as a debt due to God.
Such is his conduct. But what moves him to this mode of worship?
He must have some grand intent. Let us trace it.
Did reason convince him that he was a sinner, and show him that,
as such, his own life was forfeited? Did it whisper the hope that
he might recover it by giving another in its place? Did it suggest
the idea that the death of a guiltless victim might be the release
of a guilty soul? That could not be. A sinner's blindness never
suspects the real desert of sin: much less can it imagine a bloodstained ransom. There is God in that thought.
But while we thus inquire, Scripture draws back the veil, and tells
us the principle which lived in his heart. It was faith. "By faith
Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain" (Heb. xi. 4).
Thus the case is cleared. For faith is trust in God, and humble
reliance on His Word. God speaks; and faith hears, believes, obeys.
Faith can breathe only in the atmosphere of revelation. It can stand
only on the rock of Divine promise. It has no ear, but for heavenly
tidings. It can read only what the finger of God writes. It can
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always give a reason, even this, " The mouth of the Lord hath spoken
it."
We are sure, then, that since Abel offered in faith, he was following
the positive directions of God. We are thus led to read many of the
workings of his soul in this service. It cannot be, but that his parents
had made known to him, in terms of shame, the enormity of their
wilful fall. Hence he knew how it occurred that he was born a child
of wrath, and an heir of corrupted nature. But could they pause
here? Oh! no. Adoring gratitude would constrain them to add
that pardon was provided, and that a Redeemer, all-qualified and
mighty to save, was coming to lay down His life. They would teach,
too, that a holy rite had been ordained by God to exercise faith, and
to keep alive the expectation of the atoning lamb.
This was the Bible unto Abel. Here he would read the main lessons
of the Gospel of salvation. He staggered not through unbelief. He
embraced the truth wholly unto life eternal. In the twilight of the
world he saw the Sun of Righteousness.
Reader, does not this bring condemnation to multitudes who
in the full blaze of light never get saving faith?
We thus gain insight into the spiritual man of Abel. He stands
at this altar, a man of humility, faith, love.
He is full of self-abasement. He abhors himself in dust and ashes.
His act confesses that he is a lost and ruined and undone sinner. He
sees that eternal rejection is his due. He feels that he has no power
of himself to help himself.
But he is full of faith. In looking off from himself he looks upward
to another. He knows that in the heaven of heavens there lives
a Saviour ready to fly down with healing in his wings. He sees in
the blood of his victim a pledge of the blood prepared to cleanse
him to the very uttermost.
He is full, too, of sanctifying love. For no man can trust in mercy
so full, so unmerited, so suitable, so effectual, without feeling that
thus purchased from perdition he must live a willing sacrifice to the
God of grace.
At this time there was another by the side of Abel. But now a
great gulf parts them. It was his brother Cain. He was born in like
guilt. He doubtless shared the same parental instruction. In outward advantages there was no difference. But is their spiritual
character the same? Far otherwise. The truth, which melts the
one, only hardens the other. One receives the blessing. The other
abides under the curse. Their dealings with God manifest them.
It is a sad sight. But we must not shrink from observing how
Cain discovers himself. He seems to come to God. This is good.
But what does he bring? "The fruit of the ground." The first
appearance is fair. But the disguise falls; and we see the hideous
marks, which prove that he "was of that wicked one."
We find self-will at the root of his religion. God has ordained the
way in which He was to be approached. Cain thinks that he call
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use a course more suited to the majesty of heaven and the dignity
of man. He places his puny reason above the counsels of the All-wise.
He turns from a revealed will to grope in the darkness of his own
vain conceits.
Reader, is not this a pitiful case? But it is the delusion of many.
"Professing themselves to be wise, they become fools." Self-will
first makes a God-then a religion-and at last a pit of destruction
for itself.
We next see pride in him. This must be, for it is the first-born
of unenlightened reason. Creation leaves man dust. Sin makes him
the vilest of dust. But still he walks vaingloriously, until grace
opens his eyes, and lays him low in his proper humility. So it is
with Cain. He feels neither sin nor need of pardon. Therefore he
proudly tramples on an offering which tells him of nature's pollution.
High-minded, he will not wash in the blood of the Redeemer, that he
may be purified. Thus he is a model of that class, who, in every
age, say, " We are rich and have need of nothing; and know not,
that they are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked."
There was unbelief, too. God had set before him the redemption
of Jesus Christ. It was proclaimed in promise and in type. What
more could have been done? But Cain believes not. Unbelief closes
his eyes-he will not look to Jesus. It closes his hand-he will not
lay hold on Him. It clogs his feet-he will not run to Him. It closes
his ear-he will not hear of Him. It closes his mouth-he will not
cry unto Him. It closes his heart-he will not receive Him.
Reader, do you marvel at his folly? Take heed! Take heed!
Conscience may know, "Thou art the man."
The end is quickly told. Bad soon becomes worse. Unbelief
swiftly goes down to its place, where the Gospel is never preached,
and hope never comes. God expostulates. Cain yields not. He sees
the righteousness of faith, only to hate it. He seeks, by the murder
of his faithful brother, to extinguish the light which upbraids him.
He falls into the recklessness of despair. And now, from his everlasting chains, he cries, Beware of rejecting the" more excellent sacrifice."
Reader, it may be that, careful about many things, you have,
hitherto, been careless concerning that which should be the main
care of man. Listen, then, for a moment, I beseech you. Do you
not hear a startling question from this story? It is this. Are you
a follower of Abel or of Cain? In simpler terms, are you receiving
or neglecting the Lord Jesus? I say the Lord Jesus. For this is
the real point. He was the end of the "more excellent sacrifice,"
which Abel brought, which Cain scorned. He is the Lamb appointed
by God, accepted of God, and led to our very doors in our Bibles.
Who can utter the mighty motives which urge the sinner to avail
himself of this sacrifice? They are more than the moments of eternity.
Each speaks as loud as the thunders of Sinai. Each has a thrilling
clang, as the trump of God.
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Only consider its real power. It is just this. It saves for ever all
the souls of all poor sinners who present it to God in faith. Now, is
not your soul precious ~ It is so beyond all thought. It needs
redemption from wrath and ruin. Are you prepared to offer its
equal price ~ Suppose the balances of heaven brought out. What
can you place as a counterpoise in the counter-scale ~ You have
nothing but what is lighter than vanity. Produce now" the more
excellent sacrifice." Its worth is beyond all weight. Offer this, and
you are saved. Will you now be Cain-like, and reject" the more
excellent sacrifice" ~
Your sins are many. The sands of the seashore are few in comparison. But each must be blotted out or you die. A sin unpardoned
cannot enter heaven. What, then, will you do ~ One thing is clear.
You cannot undo the done. You cannot recall the past. But behold
"the more excellent sacrifice." It cleanses from all sin. Through
it all manner of sin is forgiven to the children of men. It makes
the scarlet white as snow, and the crimson like wool. It changes
the vilest into perfect purity. Its merits can render you spqtless.
Will you be Cain-like, and reject" the more excellent sacrifice" ?
You need peace. Satan threatens. The law condemns. Conscience
accuses. Your wounds are deep. Your burdens heavy. Memory
shows frightful spectres. The heart bleeds. You go mourning and
heavy laden. You look to self. It is despair. You look to the
world. It mocks your woe. You look to reform. It is a broken
cistern. You fly to outside performances of devotion. They are
reeds which break and pierce the hand. How different is " the more
excellent sacrifice!" It tells you that God is satisfied, guilt remitted,
and all accusers dumb. It thus brings peace-perfect peace, which
passeth all understanding. Will you now be Cain-like, and reject
"the more excellent sacrifice" ~
You desire sanctification. You pant to be conformed to the image
of Christ. This is well; for it is an eternal law of God that without
holiness no man shall see His face. But holiness can be learned only
at this altar. It is a sight of the dying Jesus which kills lust. It
is the shadow of the cross which causes evil to wither. A lover of
iniquity cannot dwell on this hallowed ground. But there never was
a holy man who did not live in glory in " the more excellent sacrifice."
If ever you would walk with God in true righteousness, you must
not be Cain-like and reject it.
But remember this sacrifice is only one. Jesus by the one offering
of Himself, once made, " hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." Pass by it, and you can find none else. Pass by it to-day,
and you may seek it in vain to-morrow. Hear, then, the voice of
Abel, which calls you without delay to hasten to the one altar of
salvation.
Reader, turn not from these humble lines, until in truth you can
say, I rejoice in the Lord Jesus Christ, I find Him to be " the more
excellent sacrifice."
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"SALVATION IS OF THE LORD."

A DEAR friend said in a letter, "What do you think of this text,
, Salvation is of the Lord? ,,, One thing to be answered was that
it was just the theme that had been on my mind. I told her so, and
she wrote, "Truly you have launched out into a great deep. You
will have to begin with the Lord Jesus, for He is the Alpha of salvation,
and you will have to end with Him even as He is the Omega: as to
the middle, well, His loving mercies are the centre, even His salvation.
Why, the watchmen set upon the walls are of His appointment (Is.
Ixiii. 6), for salvation is of the Lord. How the Holy Spirit glories in
reasoning with the much mores of the Lord Christ's salvation, by
Whom abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness is given;
for salvation is of the Lord-endless subject. One's spirit has been
stirred with it. May this unspeakable sight be given unto us which
was Simeon's, 'Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.' Being the Good Shepherd
Who giveth His life for the sheep, His life now in heaven is still for
them, is it not? Hence their continuance in the ways of the Lord."
"You have launched out into a great deep," my friend said. Yes,
" The sea is His and He made it," and it has being, receiving, and
losing in its depths, the contaminations of the world and of centuries,
ever since the water of the Euphrates, flowing through the Garden
of Eden, fell into it, and was no more to be distinguished. We cannot
gauge its tremendousness, but we sit on its shores to be reminded
twice every day of the morning and evening sacrifice which He accomplished, Who is "the Saviour of all men, especially of those who
believe."
When Simeon took the Child up in his arms, he had such an overshadowing and possession of what the Salvation of the Lord was,
that there was no more spirit in him, he must be away to see the
glory that excelled. Poor Yeddie also died of love, because the veil
was taken away from what was signified, and there was nothing here
to live for. Paul heard unspeakable words, but he had to return
and learn more of the favour and mercy and power and forgiveness
and strength and continuance of the One Who did all for him, with
him, and in him. John fell as dead before Him, but he, too, might
not yet go: he must write the things that he had seen, write those
deep things that may seem so simple, like the lappings of a stream,
but are so profoundly deep, and hard to be understood. Sometimes
the blessed Lord is pleased to shine on a word of His, or shine into
our hearts, and for a brief space there is a light and a hope and a
resting and a believing that is above description; not in the greatness
of it, but almost as one might say in the gentleness and smallness
of it. It is the salvation of the Lord, held in our arms, as much as
we can carry of His love and of His help. Poor Sukey Harley stood
on the road side watching the flames engulf her cottage. She needed
the help of God, and cried to Him for it, but her cry was that He would
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return with Himself to her sorrowful heart and longing spirit. The
house might burn for all she cared, nothing was of the least value
if she did not have Him. And He spoke to her. I forget what it was
that He said. But it was her Salvation Who came to her, lifted her
above all the deaths and destructions that assailed her body, soul,
and property. Many of us know the tale. She dashed into the cottage
and pulled out all the furniture. It was saved and she was. "Lord,
save me," Peter cried out; he was beginning to sink. Surely he could
swim, where was his self help? Moreover, had he not just there
and then had Christ's Own word for it? Yes, he had, but the waves
threatened him and his courage failed. Wherefore did he doubt?
Why have so little faith? When the Lord had there and then cheered
him with Himself. Was it that he might learn the additional" tender
mercy" that the Psalmist spoke of, the" loving mercy" as my friend
in her letter said? There is often a certain addition of thin work
that makes the salvation of the Lord to transcend. So Samson found
in the cold water with which God refreshed him after his slaughter
of his and Israel's enemies. David blessed Him Who forgave him
all his iniquities, and did not leave him until he had crowned him
with loving-kindness and tender mercy. But he was always hungry,
and while he prayed, "Let all those that seek Thee rejoice and be
glad in Thee, let such as love Thy salvation say continually, The
Lord be magnified," he turned into himself, as usual, "I am poor
and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: Thou art my help and
my deliverer: make no tarrying, 0 my God."
FOLLOWER-ON.

P.S.-I thought that amongst the mercies of God's salvation is
such a one as this. When the children of Israel were going in to
possess the land, God told them that He would not drive out all the
inhabitants in one year, lest the beasts of the field multiplied against
them. It was for their well-being that they were not at once delivered
from all their foes. The afflictions which the" seed of Jacob " sees
and feels as it were by daylight, save them from the ravages of
nocturnal enemies. Paul's thorn. was his salvation, and therefore he
was not delivered from it. It was God's instrument for keeping down
his self-sufficiency. When the Lord let him see this he was glad,
and was able to endure, and still to fight.

" ONE grain of godly fear is of more worth than a hundred thousand
heads-full of attic wit, or full of philosophic, theologic, or commercial
science."-John Berridge.
"WE never know the strength and the love of Jesus until we lean
on Him with the heavy burden of our sins, temptations, doubts, and
sorrows; until in confiding trust and humble candour we speak to
Him of all that oppresses and perplexes us."-Adolph Saphir.
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A ROYAL" CONVERSION."
DANIEL iii. 28.

" IT is written "-" the King's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as
the rivers of water, He turneth it whithersoever He will" (Prov.
xxi. 1). Nothing happens by chance. Men may plot and men may
plan, but God is above, and He will so order and control that His
wise purposes shall be fulfilled.
The kings of the earth, the rulers of the people, and the nations
themselves, have been engaged in a conspiracy for many hundred
years, seeking to destroy Christ's cause and people, but the Lord's
Church, like the Bush which Moses saw in the desert, though burning,
has not been consumed (see Exod. iii. 2). Nor can it be.
Every device of man's corrupt heart-instigated by Satan-has
been employed to overthrow the truth, but no weapon that is formed
against God's truth can possibly prosper in the long run (Isa. liv. 17).
When Cain rose up against his brother and slew him, because he
believed in, and trusted to the Lord Jesus for salvation, the Church
of God appeared at a very low ebb, and it has often been in a sad
condition since, but the light of truth has never been entirely put out,
and by the grace of God it will never be completely.extinguished.
In the Book of Daniel there is recorded a remarkable instance of
an attempt-backed up by all the power of a world state, and a
worldly religious system-to utterly destroy the true worship of
Ahnighty God. The full account is preserved in the third chapter,
and it is so graphically narrated that readers are apt to overlook
some of the detailed features of the case.
It may take about five minutes to read the chapter, and the chapter
must be carefully read if what follows is to be understood.
There can be no doubt that the preparations for the idolatrous
gathering took a long time. Nebuchadnezzar was not carried away
under some sudden impulse when he ordered the erection of the idol.
The preparation and production of the huge image of gold must
have occupied many months. The gold had to be collected, the
figure had to be fashioned and -finally erected. All this work would
require a very considerable amount of time for its carrying out and
completion. Then again, when the date for its "dedication" was
fixed, all the State officials had to be notified that their presence was
required at Babylon. Travelling was slow in those days, and men
could not make a long journey without many previous preparations.
It is important to recall these facts for two reasons. They prove,
firstly, that those who complied with the king's commands did not
do so through being taken unawares and forced into a position whence
there was no retreat; and secondly, they demonstrate that the faithful
men who boldly witnessed for God and His truth did so after mature
consideration and after weighing the consequences of their action.
Worldly wisdom would have led these noblemen and statesmen to
temporize and to comply with the customs of the times-but the
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wisdom which is from above was theirs, and this wisdom is first pure,
then peaceable. God must stand first, be the consequences what they
may. Truth may never be sacrified to a false peace. The wisdom
which is from above is not only pure-and therefore from God-but
it is full of mercy and good fruits. It delights not in wrangling and
there is nothing of hypocrisy about it (James iii. 17, and margin).
All these attributes of heavenly wisdom were found in the three
faithful Jewish noblemen. They were faithful to God. Their faith
was true and pure, they sought no quarrel, but when God's prerogative
was intruded upon they were willing to suffer :rather than to dishonour
Him. Their faith brought forth "good fruits," and their actions
were" full of mercy," for in witnessing to the truth of God they were
desiring to testify that there is mercy, and that there is salvation
through the Lord Jesus, the promised Messiah, but in no other way.
What greater mercy can men show to their fellows than to witness
to them of the grace of God, which bringeth salvation to all who are
willing to submit to Him? (Titus ii. 11). There was nothing hypocritical about these upright men. They did not play a part. They
did not pretend to be one thing and then act contrary to their profession. No. They early professed their faith in the God of their
fathers (see chapter i.), and He graciously honoured their faithfulness.
From the first their conduct was such that they were promoted to
high office in the country where they were actually captives, and
now, when their enemies had conspired to ruin them, the faith which
had supported them before was proved to be of a different quality
from anything the mere worldling possesses.
It is impossible fully to realize the trying position of these faithful
men. Their religious profession was known, and they were carefully
watched by their enemies. Would they stand fast to the God they
professed to serve or would they comply with the King of Babylon's
command? Life was dear to them then as it is to men now, but
the salvation of their soul was more precious to them than even life.
Venturing upon the Lord they believed in-they ventured to refuse
to bow the knee to an idol even if that idol were an image of gold.
It would seem that instantly' their conduct was reported to the
king. Angry as he was at their refusal to bow before his idol, he
yet knew their worth, and so he sought to persuade them to give up
their faith. The moment was critical. Will they stand firm? Can
they stand firm? must have been the uppermost thought in the minds
of all present. Yes, they are standing firm, for God is with them.
They witnessed a good confession. The Holy Spirit taught them
what to say (Luke xii. 11, 12), and now they are to seal their testimony
with their blood. So they thought, and so others thought, and so
many hoped-but it was not so. Their lives were not lost. God the
Son was with them as they were thrown into the fierce and awesome
fire, and they literally came off more than conquerors.
Marvellous was the next step. The king summoned the three
faithful witnesses to him. He was compelled to acknowledge that
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their God had done great things for them, and that there is none
like unto Him. The King of Babylon had to change his word. His
views were changed. The Jewish believers had, by their faithful
conduct, converted his opinions.
Reader! Much depends upon the conduct of each one. For whom
are you and I witnessing 1 Have we been faithful to God and so
been the human instruments whereby He has caused an enemy to
become a true believer 1
"The Hebrews' God, although unseen,
Was there when they declared,
To idols they would not bow down,
In spite of fire prepared."

P. 1. B.
THE DEAN OF CANTERBURY AND RELIGION IN RUSSIA.
THE Dean of Canterbury (Dr. Hewlett Johnson) preached in Canterbury
Cathedral on Sunday night (April 18th) in reference to his visit to Spain.
In the course of his sermon he said :" You have often heard me say that there is religion in Russia. I
want to make them see it is a conscious religion, and in line with the
Christian religion. I want to bring to them that great liberty we have,
that religious and political liberty, and add them to the economic
liberty which they have. It is totally wrong to say these people are
irreligious, even if they deny God. It does not matter what they say
with their lips, it is what they mean in their hearts" (The Times,
April 19th).
This is a strange utterance from a minister of the Church of England.
The Christian religion is a system of faith and worship founded on the
Bible. In the case of the Church of England it is called" the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law." The "Articles of
Religion" of the Church of England declare that "there is but one
living and true God," yet we are told that the" religion in Russia" is
" in line with the Christian religion," and that it is " totally wrong to
say these people are irreligious, even if they deny God." Members of
the Church of England say, " I believe in one God the Father Almighty,"
but, according to the Dean of Canterbury, people may" deny God,"
and yet their religion is " in line with the Christian religion."
It seems to us that the religion of people who deny God is atheistic
religion. The Apostle Paul tells us of a man "who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped;
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself
that he is God," but the apostle does not say this man's religion
is "in line with the Christian religion." He calls him " that man
of sin," "the son of perdition," and says the Lord will consume
him with the Spirit of U:s mouth, and destroy him with the brightness
of His coming. (See 2 Thess. ii. 3-8.)
Truly we are living in solemn times, and it may well be asked,
" What are we coming to 1 "
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THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST.
CHRIST, as the Mediator of the new Covenant, is the Prophet, the
Priest, and the King of His people. As Prophet, He is their Teacher.
As Priest, He offered Himself a sacrifice for their sins, and, having
finished the work of redemption, He entered "into heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God for us," as our ever-living
Intercessor. As King, He rules in the hearts of His people. His
sovereignty is wide as the universe. All power is given unto Him
in heaven and in earth. Angels, and authorities and powers are
made subject to Him. He is "the Head over all things to the
Church." His kingly power will be specially manifested at His
second coming, when the kingdoms of this world shall become the
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and "He shall reign for
ever and ever." But even now He is the Lord and Master of His
people. "Ye call Me Master and Lord, and ye say well, for so I
am." He is " Jesus Christ our Lord." We who are His people have
been bought with His precious blood. We are therefore His property,
and we need to own Him as our supreme Lord and Master. The
aim of our lives should be to please Him, to do His will, and to
glorify His Name. He died for us "that they which live should
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for
them and rose again." Love to Him is displayed by keeping His
commandments and by wholehearted subInission to His kingly
authority. His kingship is, however, rejected by the multitude.
When He was on earth the Jews as a nation virtually said, "We
will not have this Man to reign over us." In accordance with the
prophetic Scriptures, He came to them as their King. He was" born
King of the Jews." A few like Nathanael were ready to say, " Rabbi,
Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel." But the
nation as a whole said, "We have no king but Cresar." The same
rejection of His kingship characterizes the multitude to-day. They
are unwilling to be under any restraint. They desire and claim to
do as they please. "Who is lord over us ? " is virtually the language
of their hearts. They flout His authority in regard to the use of
time. His Word says, "Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy
work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God:
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger
that is within thy gates." For man's benefit the Sabbath was Divinely
made and instituted at the creation, and its observance is Divinely
enjoined in the moral law, but this beneficent institution is disregarded. Men say in effect: "Our time is our own. We will spend
it as we please." Hence the increasing prevalence of Sunday golf,
Sunday tennis, Sunday excursions, Sunday motor tours. Hence, too,
the sale and reading of Sunday newspapers and the growing neglect
of public worship and the decline in attendance at Sunday Schools.
How solemn to think of the multitudes who are thus setting aside
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the sanctity of the Lord's day and the authority of Him Whose day
it is!
Again, the kingly authority of Christ is flouted in regard to the
proper use of wealth. Men say in effect, " We will not have Him to
reign over us in regard to the use of our means. We claim the right
to do what we like with our own." Hence, fabulous sums are spent
on dress, pictures, antique furniture, banquets, and other luxuries,
while the work of God languishes for lack of funds, and many, even
of the respectable poor, scarcely know how to make ends meet.
The Lordship of Christ is also rejected in regard to pleasure. Not
content with an undue devotion to pleasure on the ordinary days
of the week, the sacred hours of the Lord's day are encroached upon,
and instead of calling the Sabbath " a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honourable," men set aside its sanctity and follow the bent of their
own evil hearts. One of the marks of the" perilous times" of which
Scripture forewarns us, is that men shall be "lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God." Christ's supreme authority is also being
rejected in regard to the truth of the Scriptures. There can be no
question that He regarded the Old Testament Scriptures as Divinely
inspired and supernatural in their character, but how many there
are who refuse to bow to His teaching on this all-important subject.
The lawlessness which ignores subscription to Articles and Creeds
and sets aside rubrics enjoining New Testament simplicity of worship,
is virtually a rejection of the Lordship of Christ. May we by His
sovereign grace ever" confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father."

PALESTINE-IRAQ MOTOR ROAD.
SIR ROBERT WALEY COHEN, presiding yesterday at a luncheon given
at First Avenue House, High Holborn, by the Palestine Corporation,
Limited, to the Palestine Trade Delegation at present in London,
announced that the Government had decided to construct a motor road
from Palestine to Iraq.
He said that some two years ago General Sir Travers Clarke and he
had made a proposal to the Government that they should be allowed to
build a first-class motor road connecting the two countries. The
Palestine Corporation themselves were prepared to build the road. The
Government had been thinking over the matter, and it had been a great
pleasure to receive within the last few days a letter from the Colonial
Office announcing that the Government had now decided to build the
road themselves.
That would be a fine new channel of commerce for the exchange of
goods with a large, new, rich area. It was good news for Palestine
industries and good news, too, for the trade of Great Britain, in whose
markets the delegation had come to seek their sources of supply.
-The Times, April 24th.
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THE DOCTRINE OF PREDESTINATION.
ONE of our kind readers says in a letter, "I would be very much
indebted to you if you would give me an explanation of the sublime
doctrine of predestination. I find it is so much opposed nowadays
that one needs to be fully alive to its deep points to be able to defend it."
We replied as follows :" With regard to the great doctrine of Predestination I send you a
brief and general answer to your question.
" 1. I feel we need first to see what Scripture says on the subject,
and we ought to receive with meekness, and without any questioning,
all that Scripture says, whether we can explain it or not. Romans
viii. 28-30, taken as it stands, teaches us that all who ever shall be
glorified have previously been justified, and all the justified have been
called, and all the called have been Divinely foreknown and predestinated.
" Ephesians i. 3-11 teaches us that all believers have been Divinely
chosen or elected, and predestinated according to God's good pleasure
to the praise of His grace. Such have redemption in Christ and pardon.
Such are sealed with the Spirit (verses 13, 14).
" John vi. 37 and 44 teaches that all the given ones come to Christ,
and that no one comes except He is Divinely drawn. It follows tbat
none are saved, unless Divinely elected and predestinated.
" If this is taught in Scripture it ill becomes us to kick against it.
"See Romans ix. 15-21 to show that God has mercy on whom He
will, and that the apostle says, 'who art thou that repliest against
God? '
"2. It needs to be remembered that because of sin we ALL merit hell,
and if God, in the exercise of His sovereignty, chooses to save a great
multitude which no man can number, and leave the rest, they must
acknowledge that it is their own sin that condemns them.
"3. It is not denied that there is mystery in God's dealings with
men.
"Being Omnipotent He could have prevented the Fall, and thus
have prevented all the untold and awful sufferings due to it. Here we
must meekly receive His revelation, and beware of replying against
Him, assured that the Judge of all the earth does right.
"4. People object to the doctrine of election in regard to spiritual
things, and say nothing against it in temporal things. Yet who maketh
one to differ from another in bodily health, wealth, education, and
environment?
" Why is one born in a palace and another in a slum? Why is one
born of godly parents and another of most ungodly parents?
"Then, we practise election ourselves. An employer chooses one
man out of a hundred applicants. A man chooses his wife out of
hundreds of other women. We give one boy out of a dozen a shilling for
doing a particular job. The other eleven have no reason to complain.
"5. Further, I would advise you to read the Tenth and Seventeenth
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Articles of Religion at the end of the Prayer Book-one on Free Will
and the other on Predestination. All the Bishops and clergy have
subscribed to them.
"6. Finally, I would point out that practically all the Reformed
Confessions teach this doctrine, and all or most of the Reformers
held it. In fact, it seems to me, all who meekly receive Scripture must
believe in it.
" True, we stand in awe of it. We take comfQrt from it if we are
assured that God has loved us with an everlasting love, but we do not
pretend to explain all objections which may be mustered against it by
those not submissive to God's Word. I hope these few general remarks
may be helpful."
BODIL Y FITNESS.
THE Lord's people are bidden to present their bodies" a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God," which is their reasonable service. They
are to yield their" members as instruments of righteousness unto God"
(Rom. vi. 13; xii. 1). Our Lord teaches us that God takes care of
the bodies of His people by feeding and clothing them. Ought we not
also to take care of our bodies by taking suitable bodily exercise ~ The
more our bodies are in a healthy condition, the more useful they may
be in the Lord's service. One way of keeping our bodies in a healthy
condition is by taking regular walking exercise. Under the heading
WALKING FOR FITNESS,

The Times contained the following wise letter in its issue of December
10th, 1936"Will you allow us to make a suggestion ~ It is that men and
women from youth to old age should go for a walk each day, and that as
often as possible at the week-end those in the prime of life should go
for a long tramp in the country. There are far too many people who
seldom stretch their legs from one week's end to the next. Our public
transport system of buses, trains, motor-coaches, and trams has been
developed to such a high standard, and, in addition, private motorvehicles are within the reach of such a large part of the community,
that walking, except for very short distances, has ceased to be a daily
necessity. All this must obviously be extremely detrimental to health
and physical fitness, and it is suggested that it would be far better for
the nation if its citizens would walk a steady two or three miles each
day and fifteen miles or more at the week-end rather than spend
sedentary lives, broken now and again by strenuous bouts of lawn tennis
or some other sport."-Mr. G. R. Mitchell, Hon. Secretary, the Ramblers' Association, London, S.W.I.
We would add that the apostle says, " Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God" (1 Cor. x. 31).
It follows that regular walking exercise may be taken " to the glory
of God."
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Q!otttspOnbrnCf.
DR. HAWKER'S MORNING AND EVENING PORTIONS.
To the EditM of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I, too, would like to thank you for publishing
the God-honouring sermon by Joseph Irons, preached on the occasion
of the death of dear old Dr. Hawker. I am also very anxious to
join with Mr. Way in desiring to see the "Morning and Evening
Portions" written by him published. I feel sure such Gospel truth
would be found of immense benefit to many of God's family, many
of whom are unaware of their existence.
Do you think this is possible? Personally I am unable to undertake any active service, but I should esteem it a very great privilege
to give a fair subscription or donation to further this object, and one,
strange to say, that has been laid on my mind for some years past.
With very warm regards,
Believe me,
Yours very sincerely,
B. FIRMINGER.
Weston Hall Hotel,
Bournemouth. April 28th, 1937.
(We suggest that Mr. Firminger's proposal may be considered by
the Sovereign Grace Union.-Editor.)

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The Coronation of our beloved King George and
Queen Elizabeth opened up to the Mission an opportunity for the
spreading of Gospel truth among the men, of which we gladly availed
ourselves. Then, too, the increafling expansion of the Services will
open up further and increased opportunities for the further circulation
of magazines and books. A soldier writes, " I received your welcome
letter and am sorry I was not in a position to answer it before, owing
to having a poisoned hand. We are finding the heat (here in Egypt)
very trying just now, and find the barrack room a relief after being
out in the sun for gun training. My hand gave me a lot of worry
for a few weeks, as it is a country full of disease. I will only be too
pleased if you can send me on some more books; for you cannot
get anything to read out here." A missionary writes, " Very many
thanks for your excellent parcel of literature to hand. This will be
most useful, as your previous parcel was for putting on board ships.
I have read some of the books before distributing them, and I know
how helpful they are. Thanking you for the parcels you have sent
me." A friend writes, "I enclose a note. May it be the means in
18
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the Lord's hands of alleviating the sufferings of yourself and your
dear wife. I have known what afflictions are during my lifetime as
regards my dear ones whom I hope to meet again. I am not robust,
but have been spared for seventy years, and hope if it is the Lord's
will He will spare me a little longer to finish the little work He has
given me to do. I have to look to Him for help and He has said,
, As thy day, so shall thy strength be.' May the Lord thus bless
you and your dear wife, and may we each realize that His strength
is made perfect in weakness. I shall be glad to hear if you are both
feeling better and that the sight of your eye has/improved."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4. May 3rd, 1937.

CHRIST OUR ADVOCATE.
AWAKE, sweet gratitude, and sing
Th' ascended Saviour's love,
Sing how He lives to carry on
His people's cause above.
With cries and tears He offer'd up
His humble suit below:
But with authority He asks,
Enthron'd in glory now.
For all that come to God by Him,
Salvation He demands:
Points to their names upon His breast,
And spreads His wounded hands.
His sweet atoning sacrifice,
Gives sanction to His claim,
"Father, I will that all My saints
Be with Me where I am :
" By their salvation recompense
The sorrows I endur'd;
Just to the merits of Thy Son,
And faithful to Thy Word."
Eternal life, at His request,
To ev'ry saint is given:
Safety below, and, after death,
The plenitude of heav'n.
Toplady.
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Jt>oung foUts' )page.
OFF THE

RAILS.

LATE one afternoon, when it was getting towards tea-time, a tram
went careering down the hill past the hospital, and drew up sharply
in the old square at the bottom. It always waited there for passengers,
or until the policeman waved it on, but on this occasion the waitingtime lengthened into minutes, and the passengers grew impatient.
The conductor jumped out and conferred with the driver; and all
the people, craning their necks, saw that a tram some yards away
had come to grief, and was the cause of the delay. "We'll be here
ever so long," said the conductor at last; "she's come off the rails,
see." "She's off the rails!" repeated one woman to another,
and the word went down the length of the car. "There's ever so
many trams held up behind," said another passenger. It was quite
true; not only was the poor tram crippled and useless, but it was
just an obstacle in the way of the other trams. Many of the passengers
were in too great a hurry to wait, and I was one of them, so I cannot
tell you how long it was before the tram was righted.
That was on a Thursday. The next Sunday I went as usual to
Church, and all the first part of the service seemed to be about
keeping the commandments of God. We began by confessing that
we had erred and strayed from God's ways, and had offended against
His holy laws; then we read part of Psalm cxix., which is all about
the law of the Lord; then a chapter was read from Deuteronomy
about Moses reminding the children of Israel of the Ten Commandments
which God wrote on two tables of stone; then a chapter in Luke
was given out, and as soon as I found the place I saw it contained
the story of the young ruler who came to Jesus, and said he had
kept all the commandments all his life. After this came the Collect,
praying that God's people might love the thing which He commanded.
It seemed as if we were being specially reminded all through the
service that it is our duty to keep the commandments of God, and to
walk in His ways. Now perhaps it may seem strange to your mind,
but as I thought about my duty towards God and my neighbour,
and how hopelessly I had failed in doing it, I suddenly remembered
the tram that was off the rails! You will wonder how there could
be any connection between the two things. I will tell you how it
appeared to me.
The way or the path of God's commandments is like the tramlines ;
the tram off the rails is like your soul or mine; and its driver is like
you or me. He stood there beside his tram completely helpless,
unable to do anything at all to get his charge on to the rails. They
that are in the flesh cannot please God; they have no power of themselves to help themselves;' they cannot possibly walk in the path of
God's commandments. This is true of all of us since Adam broke
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the command of God in the garden of Eden; we are as much unable
to do those things which are pleasing to God as the driver was to
get his tram to move.
It sounds a hopeless situation. What do you suppose the driver
did about it? If he were utterly careless and casual, he might say,
" Here is this tram of mine stuck in the road; I know I have not
the strength to push it on to the rails, but the Company knows that
too, so of course they will forgive me in the end. Meanwhile, I may
as well go off and have a good time." You will smile at the thought
of any man behaving in such a way; for, of course he would be
instantly dismissed as an unprofitable servant, and well be would
deserve it. But that is the way most people think about heaven
and the path of God's commandments. They say, " Of course I am
a sinner; I should not dream of setting myself up to be better than
my neighbours, and I am quite willing to admit that I have not always
kept the commandments. But God is love, He will be merciful to
me, for I am as good as anybody else. So I may as well enjoy myself,
without bothering about religion." Have you ever had thoughts
like that?
But the driver might be altogether different from the careless man;
he might be very anxious and concerned about his tram. So first
of all he would try what his own feeble efforts could do. Pushing
and pulling, breathless and exhausted-do you think the foolish man
could stir his tram one hair's breadth? He would soon find out his
helplessness, and think he must get somebody else to help. I can
imagine him seeking earnestly for strong men to help him, and coming
back again and again to push painfully with his own hands. He is
like the poor Hindu pilgrim making his weary way from one holy
bathing-place to another; or the Chinese woman keeping her vegetarian vow; or the Roman Catholic doing penance and telling beads;
or the Protestant giving all his money to build hospitals and Churches;
or you and me, just trying to be good all the time. They are all
trying to do something for their salvation, and none of it is the least
use, any more than the efforts. of the poor driver to push his tram
on to the rails.
But of course all this is quite ridiculous! If the driver had been
anything like either of these two men, that tram would still be where
I saw it. And it certainly is not, for I have passed the same way
many a time since. What the driver actually did in this case I do
not know, for I did not stay to see; but I am sure he would waste
no time in the matter. All he had to do was to send a message to
headquarters, acknowledging that he was unable to do anything
himself. Then he would calmly wait in the certain expectation that
saving help would come at once. The tram would be got on to the
rails, thus making contact with the power from the electric station,
and off it would go to its destination.
If the Spirit of God has shown you your need, and has brought
you to your wits' end, there is only one hope for you-but it is a
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certain hope. Your cry for help will be surely heard in heaven, for
it was to save helpless sinners that God sent His Son to die. Lost
and desolate, weary and heavy laden, hungry and thirsty-these are
the people that the Saviour came to save. The dead in trespasses
and sins are raised to life, and their feet set in the narrow way;
filled with the Spirit and depending utterly on His power, they run
the way of God's commandments, and walk in the law of the Lord.
DAMARIS.
TRAVELLING ON THE LORD'S DAY.
AT the recent One-hundred-and-sixth Annual Meeting of the Lord's
Day Observance Society, "Principal James Willoughby, M.A., said
that the Sabbath was instituted on the day after that on which Adam
and Eve were created. On the seventh day God 'rested from all
His work which God created and made.' The Sabbath was not
instituted on Sinai: it was instituted in Eden. It was not instituted
for the Hebrews merely, but for the human race. Mr. Willoughby
said he had nearly reached three score years and ten, but never once
had he found it necessary to travel an inch on Sunday in train, tram,
or bus."
(Would that all ministers and Christian workers would follow
Principal Willoufhby's example.-Editor of GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:Knight, Mrs. H.
£0 4 0
Popham, Mrs. Ruth
0 4 0
Simmonds, Mr. H.
0 5 0
THE CORONATION AND - SABBATH DESECRATION.
WE learn that" the first rehearsal of the Coronation procession drew
tens of thousands, possibly more than 100,000, to Westminster and
the West End."
" They began to assemble outside the Abbey at 3 a.m., long before
trains, tram-cars, or omnibuses were running. They arrived on foot,
in motor-cars, on bicycles."
" Sellers of programmes and Coronation favours were abroad" (The
Times, Monday, April 19th).
All this took place on the Lord's day morning. It is very deplorable
that the Sabbath day should have been chosen for this rehearsal. It
can hardly be said that this was remembering the Sabbath day to
keep it holy. How can we expect the Lord's smile if we thus openly
disregard His command ?
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In Jti\emotiam.
THE LATE MR. GEORGE HAMSON, OF BRISTOL.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-You always, I know, take a deep spiritual
interest in your readers, and would wish to hear when the Homecall
is received by one and another. It came early this year to Mr.
George Hamson, after many months of weary, though ever patient,
waiting. He was a lover of the MAGAZINE for the great truths for
which it stands, and which were experimentally most precious to
him. His wife, who had received her call some eight or nine years
previously, had shared that love. It was my valued privilege as my
father's daughter, to see much of Mr. Hamson during the closing
years of his long life. When he and his faInily came to Bristol he
settled at St. Mary-Ie-Port, under my father's Ininistry, and he rejoiced
in it. The Church was not strange to him. As a young man he had
visited it from time to time when the Rev. S. A. Walker, of revered
and ever-living memory, was Rector, while worshipping regularly at
St. Bartholomew's (then in the city, since transferred to the suburbs),
where Mr. Barlow, later Dean of Peterborough, was Vicar. Mr.
Hamson's memory-he was about ninety when his life here endedwas wonderful. He loved to talk of the old days, back even to boyhood when he had been in the choir at the old Bridgwater Church,
of the clergy he had known in those very early days, and some of their
remarks which had sunk deeply into his Inind. I must not linger
over this part though. Mr. and Mrs. Hamson had on many occasions
been happy to entertain at the Clifton Conference times, and the
Rev. Thomas Davis, of St. John's, Harborne, the Rev. W. Dance, and
the Rev. W. Frith, were among those he felt it an honour to be able
to recall as having been Conference guests. Dark and deep were the
waters he at one period passed through. Once when "the depth
closed him round about, and the weeds were wrapped about his head"
as it were, he heard .the· words of His mouth distinctly as though
the Divine Voice had spoken them to his outward ear, and as effectually, " Be still, and know that I am God." He told it to God's glory.
The Lord drew very near to him in those closing years, in the days
of his solitude. I hardly dare tread on such hallowed ground, but
from what he was able to say of them some of his nights were passed
in such transcendent communion with his Lord that the hours seemed
more of heaven than of earth. It was more than tongue could tell,
this singular loving favour of "The Master" towards him. That
lovely befitting title was very dear to him, and was constantly on
his lips, the language and attitude of his heart. Often and often
George Herbert's lines recurred to me:.. How sweetly doth My Master sound, My Master!
As ambergris leaves a rich scent unto the taster,
So do these words a sweet content,
An oriental fragrancy, My Master:
With these all day I do perfume my mind."
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It was so with NIr. Hamson.
Dr. Hawker's "Portions" were his_ daily delight, and had been
also of his wife; the book was his close companion. They exactly
suited his spiritual mind, and many of them he would write out,
adding his own God-given meditations, and practical experiences.
The" Portions" on the seven utterances of the Lord Jesus on the
cross always very deeply affected him. Salvation truths were great
realities to him and he was quick to detect any unreality or mere
" hearsay" in spiritual conversation with others. It must be experimental to be enjoyed. They were heavenly times when he would
speak of the Lord's everlasting love, the marvels of His distinguishing
grace, and the riches of His mercy and of His patience and forbearance.
In His Providential dealings with him all were" in the plan," all in
Covenant faithfulness. It pained him unbearably to hear anyone
claiming that there was a part to be done by the sinner towards or
in his eternal salvation. He knew that it was all of God, alone of
Him, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, from first to last. The Potter
and the clay was a favourite theme, an illustration of this vital truth,
and he often referred to the well-known lines on this subject with
heartfelt agreement and satisfaction.
Very gradually, and often in great suffering, he drew nearer and
nearer to the river which held no terrors for him; its passage simply
meant seeing face to face his adored Redeemer and beloved Master.
There was peace in his quiet room where his comfort was lovingly
studied, and I thought of the beautiful description in the Pilgrim'S
Progress: "The pilgrim they laid in a large upper chamber, whose
window opened towards the sunrising: the name of the chamber was
Peace, where he slept till break of day. . . ." The appointed night
came when the river must be crossed, immediate prelude to the
breaking of that everlasting day of everlasting glory. And then most
assuredly was fulfilled to him-fulfilled fully, and completely, and
gloriously-the promise on which for long he had been Divinely caused
to rest, for had it not been given to him in a marvellously direct and
loving way as a delivering word i~ a time of extreme spiritual distress
and need, " Behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places
whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land: for I
will not leave thee until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of."
His three daughters (whose separate spheres all lie away from
.Bristol) will assuredly receive the prayerful sympathy of your readers
in the inestimable loss of a godly father.
Yours very sincerely,
L. ORMISTON.

"I HAVE been trying to spread the fame of our precious Jesus in
various parts of England-a journey of eight hundred miles."W. Romaine.
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t9rGUstant IJeacon.
THE

UNSCRIPTURAL

AND SOUL-RUINING CHARACTER
OF ROMANISM.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

THE times require of us an awakened and livelier sense of the
unscriptural and soul-ruining character of Romanism. This is a painful
subject; but it imperatively demands some plain speaking.
The facts of the case are very simple. No intelligent observer
can fail to see that the tone of public feeling in England about
Romanism has undergone a great change in the last forty years.
Father Oakley, the well-known pervert, an ally of Cardinal Newman,
asserts this triumphantly in a recent number of the Contemporary
Review. And I am sorry to say that, in my judgment, he speaks
the truth. There is no longer that general dislike, dread, and aversion
to Popery, which was once almost universal in this realm. The edge
of the old British feeling about Protestantism seems blunted and
dull. Some profess to be tired of all religious controversy, and are
ready to sacrifice God's truth for the sake of peace. Some look on
Romanism as simply one among many English forms of religion,
and neither worse nor better than others. Some try to persuade
us that Romanism is changed, and not nearly so bad as it used to
be. Some boldly point to the faults of Protestants, and loudly cry
that Romanists are quite as good as ourselves. Some think it fine
and liberal to maintain that we have no right to think anyone wrong
who is in earnest about his creed. And yet the two great historical
facts (a) That ignorance, immorality, and superstition reigned supreme
in England 400 years ago under Popery; and (b) That the Reformation
was the greatest blessing God ever gave to this land,-both these
are facts which no one but a Papist ever thought of disputing fifty
years ago! In the present day, alas, it is convenient and fashionable
to forget them! In short, at the rate we are going, I shall not be
surprised if it is soon proposed -to repeal the Act of Settlement, and
to allow the Crown of England to be worn by a Papist!
The causes of this melancholy change of feeling are not hard to
discover. (a) It arises partly from the untiring zeal of the Romish
Church herself. Her agents never slumber or sleep. They compass
sea and land to make one proselyte. They creep in everywhere,
like the Egyptian frogs, and leave no stone unturned, in the palace
or the workhouse, to promote their cause. (b) It has been furthered
immensely by the proceedings of the Ritualistic party in the Church
of England. That energetic and active body has been vilifying
the Reformation and sneering at Protestantism for many years,
with only too much success. It has corrupted, leavened, blinded,
and poisoned the minds of many Churchmen, by incessant misrepresentation. It has gradually familiarized people with every
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distinctive doctrine and practice of Romanism-the real presence,
the mass, auricular confession and priestly absolution, the sacerdotal
character of the ministry, the monastic system, and a histrionic,
sensuous, showy style of public worship-and the natural result is
that many simple people see no mighty harm in downright genuine
Popery! Last, but not least, the spurious liberality of the day we
live in helps on the Romeward tendency. It is fashionable now
to say that all sects should be equal, that the State should have nothing
to do with religion, that all creeds should be regarded with equal
favour and respect, and that there is a substratum of common truth
at the bottom of all kinds of religion, whether Buddhism, Mohammedanism, or ·Christianity! The consequence is that myriads of ignorant
folks begin to think there is nothing peculiarly dangerous in the
tenets of Papists any more than in the tenets of Methodists, Independents, Presbyterians, or Baptists, and that we ought to let
Romanism alone, and never expose its unscriptural and Christdishonouring character.
The consequences of this changed tone of feeling, I am bold to say,
will be most disastrous and mischievous, unless it can be checked.
Once let Popery get her foot again on the neck of England, and there
will be an end of all our national greatness. God will forsake us,
and we shall sink to the level of Portugal and Spain. With Bible-reading
discouraged, with private judgment forbidden, with the way to Christ's
cross narrowed or blocked up, with priest-craft re-established, with
auricular confession set up in every parish, with monasteries and
nunneries dotted over the land, with women everywhere kneeling
like serfs and slaves at the feet of clergymen, with men casting off
all faith and becoming sceptics, with schools and colleges made
seminaries of Jesuitism, with free thought denounced and anathematized, with all these things the distinctive manliness and independence
of the British character will gradually dwindle, wither, pine away,
and be destroyed; and England will be ruined. And all these things,
I firmly believe, will come, unless the old feeling about the value
of Protestantism can be revived.
I warn all who read this paper, and I warn my fellow Churchmen
in particular, that the times require you to awake and be on your
guard. Beware of Romanism, and beware of any religious teaching
which, wittingly or unwittingly, paves the way to it. I beseech
you to realize the painful fact that the Protestantism of this country
is gradually ebbing away, and I entreat you, as Christians and patriots,
to resist the growing tendency to forget the blessings of the English
Reformation.
For Christ's sake, for the sake of the Church of England, for the
sake of our country, for the sake of our children, let us not drift back
to Romish ignorance, superstition, priestcraft, and immorality.
Our fathers tried Popery long ago, for centuries, and threw it off
at last with disgust and indignation. Let us not put the clock back
and return to Egypt. Let us have no peace with Rome till Rome
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abjures her errors, and is at peace with Christ. Till Rome does that,
the vaunted re-union of Western Churches, which some talk of, and
press upon our notice, is an insult to Christianity.
Read your Bibles and store your minds with Scriptural arguments.
A Bible-reading laity is a nation's surest defence against error.
I have no fear for English Protestantism if the English laity will
only do their duty. Read your Thirty-nine Articles and" Jewell's
Apology," and see how those neglected documents speak of Romish
doctrines. We clergymen, I fear, are often sadly to blame. We
break the first canon, which bids us preach four times every year
against the Pope's supremacy! Too often we behave as if "giant
Pope" was dead and buried, and never name him. Too often, for
fear of giving offence, we neglect to show our people the real nature
and evil of Popery.
I entreat my readers, beside the Bible and Articles, to read history
and see what Rome did in days gone by. Read how she trampled
on your country's liberties, plundered your forefather's pockets,
and kept the whole nation ignorant, superstitious, and immoral.
Read how Archbishop Laud ruined Church and State, and brought
himself and King Charles to the scaffold by his foolish, obstinate,
and God-displeasing effort to unprotestantize the Church of England.
Read how the last Popish King of England, James 11, lost his crown
by his daring attempt to put down Protestantism and re-introduce
Popery. And do not forget that Rome never changes. It is her
boast and glory that she is infallible, and always the same.
Read facts, standing out at this minute on the face of the globe,
if you will not read history. What has made Italy and Sicily what
they were till very lately 1 Popery.-What has made the South
American States what they are 1 Popery.-What has made Spain
and Portugal what they are 1 Popery.-What has made Ireland
what she is in Munster, Leinster, and Connaught 1 Popery.-What
makes Scotland, the United States, and our own beloved England
the powerful, prosperous countries they are, and I pray God they
may long continue 1 I answ~r unhesitatingly, Protestantism, a
free Bible, and the principles of the Reformation. Oh, think twice
before you cast aside the principles of the Reformation! Think
twice before you give way to the prevailing tendency to favour Popery
and go back to Rome.
The Reformation found Englishmen steeped in ignorance and left
them in possession of knowledge-found them without Bibles and
placed a Bible in every parish-found them in darkness and left them
in comparative light-found them priest-ridden and left them enjoying
the liberty which Christ bestows-found them strangers to the blood
of atonement, to faith and grace and real holiness and left them with
the key to these things in their hands-found them blind and left them
seeing-found them slaves and left them free. For ever let us thank
God for the Reformation! It lighted a candle which we ought never
to allow to be extinguished or to burn dim. Surely I have a right
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to say that the times require of us a renewed sense of the evils of
Romanism, and of the enormous value of the Protestant Reformation!
(Holiness, Its Nature, etc., pp. 4~()...425.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE 130th Annual Meeting of the Society took place on Friday,
April 30th, in Caxton Hall, Westminster.
A good company assembled in the afternoon when an appropriate
Sermon was preached by the Rev. Thomas Houghton from Hebrews
ii. 9.
The evening meeting was presided over by Albert Mitchell, Esq. Mr.
H. J. Webb read Romans xii., and the Rev. S. J. Henman offered
prayer.
The Secretary in presenting the Report pointed out there had been
an advance in nearly every item of income during the past year. There
were 1039 Pensioners on the books at the close of the financial year;
23 of these were over 90 and 150 over 80. The amount distributed
in pensions and grant was over £12,000.
The Chairman referred to the apostolic injunction "To do good
and forget not," and observed that this seemed to be the governing
spirit of such a Society as the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, and very
warmly commended the work of the Society.
The Rev. W. W. Martin, M.A., moved a Resolution adopting the
Report. He said the Society was a very hallowed memory to him, for
it was often talked about in his father's home.
He loved the Society
because of its Christlike character, its doctrinal basis, and its undenominational character.
The Rev. Thomas Houghton, in seconding the Resolution, pointed
out that the Society stood for the great truths emphasized at the
Reformation and by the Puritans and preached in the Evangelical
Revival of the Eighteenth Century by Toplady, Newton, and others,
and then drew attention to the Coronation of Aged Pilgrims: "The
hoary head is a crown of glory if it be found in the way of righteousness."
The Rev. N. F. Duncan, M.A., moved the following Resolution,
" That this meeting heartily endorses the Scriptural and Protestant
basis of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society and in sympathy with its
work on behalf of the Lord's Aged Poor warmly commends it to the
support of the Lord's people," and gave an address on the words,
"The Lord taketh pleasure in His people," specially the last two
words. This Resolution was seconded by the Rev. S. J. Henman in
an address emphasizing the importance of the doctrinal basis of the
Society, and spoke of the close connection between sound doctrine
and Scriptural good works.
"In the last days perilous times shall come. Men shall be .
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God" (2 Tim. iii. 1, 2, 4).
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ltebit\lls anb jl.otices of lSoots.
" VALIANT IN FIGHT." A Review of the Christian Conflict. By Dr.
Basil F. C. Atkinson. Pp. 216. Price 2/6. (The Inter-Varsity
Fellowship of Evangelical Unions, 39, Bedford Square, London,
W.C.I.)
We give a warm welcome to this book. In many ways it is a very
valuable book. In large measure it is a history of the Christian
Church from the days of the apostles to the present day. It brings
into one view some of the salient facts of Church history. Dr. Atkinson
says, however, "My purpose has not been to write a detailed or
technical history, but to give some account of God's dealings with
His people in the past in the hope that it might prove an inspiration
to Evangelical sacrifice to-day, give encouragement to our witness,
and afford guidance in our stand for Truth."
The volume shows all through how the true people of God have
had to suffer for their fidelity to God and His Truth, and that by
Divine grace they "Waxed valiant in fight." The courage of the
early Christian martyrs makes the author wonder how many professed
Christians would stand firm to-day if they were faced with such
terrible persecutions as were the early saints of God (pp. 20, 21).
In tracing the history of the Church the author shows how the
patronage of the State in Constantine's days had a most disastrous
effect on the spirituality of the Church. The heathen flocked into the
professing Church bringing their heathen ideas and customs with
them.. Worldliness dominated the situation and there was a general
decline in spirituality. The building of grand and expensive Churches
led to erroneous ideas of their sanctity, and we are suffering to-day
from the unscriptural view of the sanctity of Church buildings which
then obtained. The use of the expression" house of God" for meeting-places for worship has no warrant in Scripture. It is the living
people of God who are God's house, the spiritual temple in which
He dwells (pp. 34, 35).
The idea that a Church building is " holy" is associated with the
Episcopal blessing of " water, ships, motor-cars, aeroplanes, and other
objects. It survives in Protestantism in the narrowness and exclusiveness of the uses permitted to Church buildings, causing waste of money
and space in the erection of ' Church halls,' where every other activity
but worship must be carried on" (p. 70). The author goes on to
say that, "Money, which in a Scriptural Church would be spent on
the propagation of the Gospel and the care of the poor, was used
instead in the accumulation of costly paintings and rich mosaics"
(p. 71).
His remarks on Festivals and Sacred Days are well worthy of
attention. Such festivals and sacred days were "transplanted into
Christianity during the fourth century." "The heathen festivals
came to be incorporated bodily into the Christian Church and clothed
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in a Christian dress." This was due to " the corruption and blindness
of the times." Many who punctiliously observe these festivals are
wholly ignorant of their heathen origin. (Pp. 71, 72.)
It is certainly true that the observance of the Lord's day, which
is Divinely appointed, is thought less of in certain quarters than the
observance of days of purely human appointment.
The author traces to heathen origin " the interposition of a whole
host of mediatory beings between the soul and God," as also the use
of images in connection with Christian worship (pp. 73, 74). He
points out that " the cross is a very ancient heathen emblem," and
that " probably the instrument of the crucifixion in the time of our
Lord had no cross beam, but was simply an upright stake."
In reference to the flocking of unconverted heathen into the visible
Church in the fourth century, we read, " What took place in the fourth
century constituted the greatest mass movement in all Christian
history, and ought to stand for ever as a warning of the danger
inherent in all so-called mass movements" (p. 43). Would that this
warning was really heeded in the present day, especially by missionary
societies.
Our author refers to Augustine's teaching, including that referring
to predestination, as "thoroughly Scriptural" (p. 53).
Dr. Atkinson ably exposes the tyranny, immorality, and fraud,
connected with the papacy, and the awful cruelties of the Inquisition.
His Protestantism is thoroughly sound. He says, "Two of the fullest
and most lucid of all Protestant Confessions are the Thirty-nine
Articles of the Church of England and the Westminster Confession
of the Presbyterian Churches." Valuable quotations from the Protestant
Confessions on justification by faith are given on pages 170 to 175.
He says that the Thirty-nine Articles" set the Church of England
in her place among the Protestant Churches with a doctrine that is
Calvinistic rather than Lutheran." In the Evangelical Revival, he
says that" most of the Evangelicals in the Church of England were
Calvinistic" (pp. 176, 178), though he himself seems to favour the
more moderate Calvinism of Charles Simeon.
In view of the efforts to promote corporate union, our author's
words are specially worthy of notice. He says, "The Church was
never so corrupt as when it was outwardly a unity" (p. 178).
Dr. Atkinson's book brings us down to our own time. He says,
"The weight of the Bishops has been thrown against the Gospel,
and this was never more true than it is to-day" (p. 179), a solemn
fact indeed.
He says that Darby and B. W. Newton, leaders amongst the early
Brethren, "differed on inessential matters of doctrine and separated
from each other" (p. 181). We suggest that N.ewton's "seventeen
propositions for the solemn consideration of Christians," reviewed
favourably by the Record and by Dr. H. Bonar, indicates that Newton
held fast to the Reformation doctrine of justification and other great
truths, "\ while Brethrenism became at least partially unsound on
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justification and denied that the Old Testament saints were a part
of the Church of God.
He says, "Cheap cinemas and wireless tend to draw men's minds
away from the thought of a world to come, to deaden their sense
of need, and to make them satisfied with life in the world" (p. 189).
The evils of Evolution, Higher Criticism, and Modernism, in Churches
and Colleges, and in missionary societies, and the evil of the Oxford
Movement and the Group Movement, besides the compromising
tendencies in Evangelical circles, are faithfully dealt with.
Dr. Atkinson concludes his most valuable book by saying, "The
call is for those who will make no compromise with the world, the
flesh, and the devil; for men who will recognize medieval idolatry
and the rejection of God's Word as sin and boldly say so, in whose heart
is the fear of God and no fear of man; for men . . . who will respect
existing order where it is Scriptural, who yet if need be can kneel
and pray in highway and vehicle, can meet in twos and threes in
humble houses, and remember their Lord's death simply together
with bread and wine; men whose hearts and minds are steeped in
the Word of God and their lives governed by it, so that they can
use it with powerful effect."
We suggest that it was Latimer, not Ridley, who said, " Up with
candles . . . away with the light of the Gospel" (p. 99, and see
Latimer's Sermon of the Plough).
While not endorsing every item in this book, we have read it with
great pleasure and thankfulness, and warmly recommend it to all
ministers, students, and to Christian people generally.

THE NEW SOVEREIGNTY. By Captain Reginald Wallace. Pp. 48.
Price 6d. (The Paternoster Press, Guardian House, London,
E.17.)
The word " sovereignty" in the title of this booklet is used of the
Lordship of Christ over His believing people. It is suggested that
some teach that we may acknowledge Christ as Saviour, and yet not
own Him as Lord. Such teaching divides believers into two classes, a
division not recognized by Scripture. Yet the author in emphasizing
the Lordship of Christ makes many statements which to our mind
cannot be borne out by Scripture. He says (p. 8), " A recognition of
His Sovereignty is the Divinely-ordained gateway into' New Creation'
life." That seems to teach that before a sinner is born again he must
recognize the Sovereignty of Christ. But how can a dead sinner
recognize any revealed truth ~ Again, he says, " The acknowledgment
of His right to reign is the first step into Life" (p. 25). We should say,
Life first and then the spiritually-quickened sinner will acknowledge
Jesus to be 'the Lord.
On p. 29 the author says, " Does it not follow logically, then, that
regeneration, or believing into Christ, etc. ~" Surely regeneration is
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the new birth, and believing is the effect of the new birth. Those who
believe on His name do so, because they are spiritually .born. (See
John i. 12, 13; 1 John v. 1.)
On p. 33 the author says the Gospel" was essentially the Gospel of
the Risen and Ascended Lord," and on p. 34 he says, " it is doubtful
whether our blessed Lord ever once spoke of His coming decease without
a reference at the same time, or in the same connection, to His resurrection." This does not seem to us to be accurate. Our Lord said, " The
Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give
His life a ransom for many."
Again, He said, " This is My blood of the new Covenant which is
shed for many for the remission of sins." Moreover He instituted the
Lord's supper, not to commemorate His resurrection, but to call to
mind His atoning death. "As often as ye eat this bread, and drink
this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come." The resurrection
proved that He had exhausted the penalty of sin in the stead of His
people, but it is by His atoning death that they are redeemed from the
curse of the law. It is His blood which cleanses His people from all
sin. It seems to us that much in this pamphlet needs reconsideration.

PAPAL PLOTS AGAINST THE BRITISH EMPIRE DURING AND AFTER THE
GREAT WAR. By Mr. Albert Close. Pp. 64. Price 6d., postage
Id. (Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, KCA.)
This faithful and uncompromising exposure of Papal plots against
the British Empire has been sent to all members of Parliament. We
hope it will be carefully read by them. It ought to open their eyes
to see how the papacy is straining every nerve to damage the British
Empire, by means of the press, Government officials and Roman
Catholic representatives of the Sovereign. The pampWet urges in
the light of the startling facts revealed: "(1) That the British Mission
to the Vatican should be withdrawn; (2) That the Romanizing
influences around the Throne should be removed; and (3) That the
National Church should have its Protestant character restored."

OUR PROTESTANT THRONE. Britain's Fight for Her Liberties. By
J. A. Kensit. Pp. 24. Price 2d.; post free 2td. (The
Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, KCA.)
The contents of this excellent pamphlet have been used as a lecturtl
all over England. The historical facts narrated need to be widely
known. They reveal the true character of popery and are calculated
to open the eyes of all who read them to the need of increased and
uncompromising adherence to the Protestant principles of the
Reformation.
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THE QUESTIONS OF JACK WANTOKNOW. By Montague Goodman.
Pp. 92. Price 1/- net. (The Paternoster Press, Guardian House,
London, E.17.) .
Jack Wantoknow is a fictitious character. He is a schoolboy, aged
fifteen, who is very fond of asking questions. The author who answers
them is called Solomon. Ten questions are asked and answered in the
ten chapters of the book, "How do you know the Bible is true? "
"Does it matter, so long as we are in earnest?" "Why not fight your
enemies?" "What's wrong with Sunday games?" "Why do
accidents happen? "" How can I be sure? "" Does it pay to be true?"
are some of the questions dealt with. The author comes down to the
level of the boy, and in a very interesting and judicious way gives
answers to the boy's questions. The booklet is likely to attract the
attention of boys and even of girls, and to prove really helpful to sincere
and anxious inquirers. We were specially struck with the following
remarks in the chapter on " Why not fight your enemies?" "Twenty
years ago two people were killed in Serbia, and so the armies of Europe
got to work and killed ten million more till they were exhausted and
all the nations nearly ruined. And now they are watching each other
like fierce dogs showing their teeth and waiting the first provocation
to fiy at one another again" (pp. 34, 35).

BURNING LOVE TO CHRIST.
" Whom having not seen ye love." Having Christ for its Object, what
is our religion subjectively? Is it the heart's love? Is it notion?
Is it trust? True, trust is important, but the question here is love.
If it be faith, is it faith that worketh by love? In short, is our religion,
being faith in Christ, the response of a loving heart, a heart at the same
time blaming and mourning its own littleness, yet still the response of
a loving heart to the living heart-to the love which in the heart of
God and Christ hath a length ani breadth and depth and height which
surpasseth knowledge ?
If it be not so, then, surely, our Christianity is not primitive Christianity. The Church, as it has advanced in time has advanced in
wisdom, but, oh, what a declension in fervour! " Because iniquity hath
abounded, the love of many has' waxed cold!" I have often thought
that good Polycarp, the disciple of the Apostle John, could scarcely
have stood a theological examination by Dr. Owen; but, oh, Polycarp,
and these men were notable men to burn for the cause of Christ!
"Deny Him? No-I have been in His service these many years, and
He never did me any thing but good-no, my love is crucified." Such
was primitive Christianity! The Holy Ghost having descended in
Pentecostal fulness on them, two things specially characterized them,
burning love to Christ and fervent love to one another.
RABBI DUNCAN.

