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COMFORT.

" Who comforteth us in all. our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTHIANS i. 4.

BIBLE WONDERS.
"Open Thou mine eyes, ~hat I may behold wondrous things out of
Thy law."-PsALM cxix. 18.

SUNDAY, June 19th, has been suggested as a day when special and
grateful reference should be made, and thanksgivings to GOD
offered, for the great blessing of an open Bible. A royal order, for
setting up the English Bible in every parish church in England,
was issued in September, 1538-four hundred years ago. That was
a wonderful step in the history of the Reformation in the sixteenth
century, and it is fitting and becoming that we should remember
that event with thanksgiving to GOD, and praise Him for allowing
His inspired Word to be fully accessible to all who desired to read
it. The Bible is a wonderful book.. It is full of marvellous,
surprising, and wonderful things, and the members of GOD'S family
do well to ponder over the records of these wonders. The Virgin
Mary was deeply impressed with the wonders associated with the
Incarnation of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, and she" kept all these
things, and pondered them in her heart" (Luke ii. 19). She kept
them in her memory, treasured them in her affections, and pondered
them with her mind. Let us then afresh ponder some of the wonderful things of the Bible-that Book which GOD has given to be a
lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path.
1. First, let us think of the. wonders· of creation.
We have recently been told in the Report. on Christian Doctrine
that "is is generally agreed among educated Christians" that
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"the two Creation narratives in Genesis i and ii " " are mythological
in origin, and that their value for us is symbolic rather than
historical." Knowing as we do, that our LORD regarded these
chapters as real and true history, we are unmoved by the view of
these educated people. There was general agreement amongst the
educated and the uneducated to crucify the LORD of Glory, but
it was an agreement inspired by the devil, and not by GOD. So it
is no wonder if there be general agreement in certain educated
quarters to crucify CHRIST'S infallible Word. We open the Bible,
therefore, believing it still to be wholly given by inspiration of
GOD, and we take note of the wonders of Creation.
We read there how all things came into being. "In the beginning
GOD created the heaven and the earth" (Gen. i. 1). "In six
days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is" (Exod. xx. 11). "By the Word of the LORD were the
heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of His
mouth" (Psalm xxxiii. 6).
"He commanded, and they were created" (Psalm cxlviii. 5).
He commanded the light to shine out of darkness. He caused the
waters to gather together into one place. He made the earth to
bring forth. and bud that it might provide seed to the sower and
bread 'to the eater. He hung up the sun to rule the day, and the
moon to govern the night.
He studded the heavens with stars, peopled the waters with fish,
the air with birds, and the earth with all manner of beasts. Finally,
He made man in His Own image, a male and a female created He
them. Hold fast to the doctrine that man was Divinely created,
not evolved from sorne ape-like creature.

What wonderful, marvellous power did GOD display in calling
all things in the universe into being. Truly we should say, " Thou
art worthy, 0 LORD, to receive glory and honour and power: for
Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and
were created" (Rev. iv.II).
Think of the wonderful simplicity of the record of creation. The
creation of " the stars of the sky in multitude" is recorded in five
simple words-" He made the stars also."
~ What a contrast to the language of the educated people who
presume to treat the creation narratives as myths. Here is a
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specimen of the way educated people speak of the precious truth
of the LORD'S coming. They say, "The spiritual value of the
eschatologicaldrama is best grasped when it is understood, not as
a quasiliteral description of a future event, but as a parable of
the continuous and permanent relation of the perpetually imminent
eternal order to the process of events in time" (Report on Christian
Doctrine, p. 205).
It seems to us that a great many educated people would do
well to go to some school where pupils are taught to express their
thoughts simply, clearly, and intelligibly.
Think of the wonderful order in Creation, to take one illustration. With what absolute punctuality does the sun rise every
morning, and set every evening. Then think of the wonderful
comfort which the almighty power which created all things gives
to the family of GOD.
" The voice that rolls the stars along speaks all the promises."
" Like as a father pitieth His children, so the LORD (Whose almighty
power was displayed in creation) pitieth them that fear Him."
Hence He has comforted them with" exceeding great and precious
promises," and He puts forth His power to help,. to strengthen,
to guide, and to keep all the members of His family. "Happy is
he that hath the GOD of J acob for his help, whose hope is in the
LORD his GOD, which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all
that therein is " (Ps. cxlvi. 5, 6).
2. Secondly, let us think of the wonders of His providence.
Here again the Bible comes to our aid by its records of GOD'S
providential dealings. Providence means "the foresight and care
of GOD over all His creatures." When GOD created man and all
other living creatures He provided for their wants (Gen. i. 29, 30.).
Even after man had sinned, and after GOD had destroyed the
world of the ungodly, He bound Himself by Covenant to provide
for all the wants of Noah's family, and their descendants, and for
the wants of the living creatures preserved in the ark. He promised
He would never again destroy all the world with a flood, and He
said, "While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold
and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not
cease" (Gen. viii. 22).
Hence all through the thousands of years which have elapsed,
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and despite all the sin and rebellion which have characterized
the human race, He has given rain from heaven, and fruitful
- seasons, filling the hearts of men with food and gladness. (See
Acts xiv. 17.) "He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things"
(Acts xvii. 25).
Every temporal blessing we enjoy comes from Him, however
ungrateful we are for them. He" is good to all; and His tender
mercies are over all His works." He opens His hand and satisfies
the desire of every living thing (see Ps. cxlv. 9, 15, 16). Conscious
of His providential mercies the Psalmist exclaims, " 0 LORD, how
manifold are Thy works! In wisdom hast Thou made them all :
the earth is full of Thy riches" (Ps. civ. 24).
But the members of His redeemed family are specially the
objects of His providential care. To them are given special
promises, .and they experience special, marvellous, and wonderful
manifestations of His care. "There is no want to them that fear
Him." "They that seek the LORD shall not want any good
thing." "No good thing will He withhold from them that walk
uprightly" (Ps. xxxiv. 9, 10; lxxxiv. 11).
Members of His family are really " men greatly to be wondered
at," because of the wonders of His providence specially experienced
by them.
" Fear Him, ye saints ; and you will then
Have nothing else to fear ;
:Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."
What a wonder it is, revealed in the Bible, that we may be
absolutely sure that while the earth remaineth GOD'S providential
care will be ~xperienced by all His creatures.
3. Thirdly, think of the wonders of His iudgments.
The word wonderful or wondrous means marvellous, surprising,
remarkable, as well as admirable. It is a word which may be used
of the awful judgments of GOD upon the wicked, revealed in the
Bible.
We need to beware of a one-sided view of GOD, or of the truths
revealed in the Bible. The Bible teaches that "GOD is love,"
and also that "our GOD is a consUming fire." He is "righteous
in all His ways, and holy in all His works."
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At first all that GOD created was very good, but sin entered,
and with it came Divine judgment. Death was visited on Adam
a-nd on his posterity, and striking and remarkable displays of
Divine judgment were displayed at the Flood and at the destruction
of Sodom and Gomorrah. The Bible shows how judgments came
on Egypt, on Israel in the wilderness, on the Canaanites, and on
Israel through the Assyrians, the Babylonians, and the Romans.
We must not forget that GOD is a GOD of judgme~t. His judgments on nations and on individuals are wondrous, remarkable,
and awe-Inspiring. It is well for us if we are still, and know that
He is GOD. It is well for us, if ~e tremble at His Word. Vain is
it to have an open Bible, if we do not stand in awe of its solemn
teachings.
Many people draw attention to the literary value of the Bible,
and an edition .of "the Bible designed to be read as literature"
has had a large sale, but admiration for the English prose and poetry.
of the Bible, however good in itself, will not secure an entrance into
heaven.
4. Fmtrthly, think of the wonder of Divine grace revealed in the
Bible.
GOD is the" GOD of all grace." He knew before He exercised
His creative power that sin would enter the universe. He knew
that the devil and his angels would fall, and that the devil wou~d
successfully tempt Eve, and· bring about the fall of man, and all
its consequent woes.
Hence before the foundation of the world He planned the eternal
Covenant of grace, arranged for its Divine Surety. to become
Incarnate, and to redeem a great multitude which no man can
number of the fallen race. That multitude He chose in CHRIST
before the world was called into being, so that there is no uncertainty about the salvation and glorification of all who compose
it.
No sooner had man. fallen than the promise of the Seed of the
woman bruising the head of the serpent was given. That Seed it
was subsequently promised would bring blessing to all the families
of the earth. Types of the Redeemer were furnished in the Ark,
the Rock, the Manna, the brazen Serpent,and the sacrifices for
SIn.
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The Divine dealings with Israel in Egypt, at the Red Sea, in the
Wilderness, and in the Conquest of Canaan were designed to
illustrate the manifold riches of His grace towards the Church
which His dear SON would purchase with His Own blood. The
Old Testament promises and prophecies concerning CHRIST, continually given throughout a period of hundreds of years, all indicated
the wonders of the grace of GOD which bringeth salvation to guilty,
hell-deserving sinners.
That wonderful grace was fully manifested when GOD'S eternal
SON became Incarnate and went to the cross bearing His people's
sins in His Own body. There on the tree He finished the work of
redemption, and secured a gracious justification and glorification
for all His chosen people.. Moreover, the experience of this grace
is wonderfully felt by every sinner who by the grace of GOD is
regenerated, justified, forgiven, and kept, and finally glorified.
The Bible is thus full of the wonder of Divine grace. The
believer is constrained to say,
"0 my LORD, how great the wonders
Thy rich grace has wrought for me!"

And further he joins in saying,
" I shall behold His face,
I shall His power adore,
And sing the wonders of His grace,
For evermore ! "

5. Fifthly, the Bible reveals the wonder of Divine faithfulness.
He is "the faithful GOD, which keepeth Covenant and mercy
with them that love Him" (Deut. vii. 9). "He abideth faithful."
Despite all the sins of His people He is not diverted from fulfilling
all His gracious promises. He was faithful to N oah, faithful to
Abraham, faithful to His promise to bring Israel out of Egypt, and
into the promised land. He was faithful to His oft-repeated
promise of a Redeemer, and fulfilled it punctually when the
appointed time came. What He hath promised He is able also to
perform. Thus, although we are utterly unworthy of His grace
and mercy, we can read in the Bible that He is ever mindful of
His Covenant.
6. Sixthly, think of the wonder of His purposes.
All the saved are saved according to His Own purpose and grace,
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given thQm in CHRIST JESUS before the world began. They are called
according to His purpose. There are His revealed purposes towards
a people to be called out from amongst the Gentiles. There are
revealed purposes towards His ancient people. It is His purpose
that" the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the
waters cover the sea" (Isa. xi. 9).
All the forces of evil may try to frustrate the Divine purpose,
but He says, " My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure"
(Isa. xlvi. 10).
Is it not a wonderful, a remarkable thing that He is a GOD Who
wor~eth all, things in the universe after the counsel of His Own
will ?
7. Lastly, think of the wonder of being able to behold Divinely
revealed wonders.

We cannot behold the natural wonders of the world without
sight, and we cannot see unless GOD gives us the power. In like
manner we cannot behold the spiritual wonders of the Bible unless
GOD in mercy gives us eyes to see them. "Neither knoweth any
man the FATHER save the SON, and he to whomsoever the SON will
reveal Him" (Matt. xi. 27).
It was by Divine revelation that Peter was able to perceive that
JESUS was" the CHRIST; the SON of the living GOD." It was by
Divine revelation that Paul saw that JESUS was GOD'S SON (Gal.
i. 15, 16).
By nature we are all possessed of darkened understandings (see
Eph. iv. 18). We need to be turned from darkness to light.
We need that GOD Who commanded the light to shine out
of darkness should shine into our hearts. Apart from Divine
illumination we are in the dark about all the spiritual wonders of
the Bible.
No wonder that educated people reject Bible truths. They are
in darkness. "The natural man receiveth not the things of the
SPIRIT of GOD: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14).
Even believers need continuous fresh enlightenment. Hence the
prayer, "the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that
ye may know" (Ephes. i. 17, 18). The disciples were blind as
to many things, but CHRIST "opened their understanding that
<.
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they might understand the Scriptures" (Luke xxiv. 45; see also
1 John v. 20).
To have the mind opened .to understand the Scriptures is a
wonder of Divine grace. We might have a splendid University
education, but unless GOD opens our eyes we shall remain in
piIitual darkness.
With the Psalmist, then, let us daily, as we read the Bible, pray,
" Open Thou mine eyes, thafI may behold wondrous things out of
Thy law."
" 0 may these heavenly pages be
My ever dear delight;
And still new beauties may I see,
And still increasing light.
"Divine Instructor, gracious LORD,
Be Thou for ever near:
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word;
And view my Saviour there! "

Whitington Vicarage,
Btoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

GEORGE MULLER AND· THE BIBLE.

IN the autumn of 1897 George Muller wrote to excuse himself from
attending a meeting at Birmingham. He said in his letter :-.
" Will you have the kindness to read to the meeting that I have
been for sixty-eight years and three months, viz., since July, 1829,
a lover of the Word of God, and that uninterruptedly. During this
time I have read considerably more than one hundred times through
the whole of the Old and New Testaments, with prayer and meditation.
I also state to the glory of God, as His witness, that in my inmost
soul I believe that all the books of the Old Testament and of the New
Testament are written by inspiration. My great love for the Word
of God, and my deep conviction of the need of its being spread far and
wide, have led me to pray to God to use me as an instrument to do
this, and to supply me with means for it; and He has consescended
to enable me to circulate the Scriptures in all parts of the earth, and
in various languages; and has been pleased thus, simply through the
reading of the Holy Scriptures, to bring thousands of persons to the
knowledge of the Lord Jesus."-(Autobiography of George M illler,
p. 696.)
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A LOVER OF THE BIBLE.

"0 how love I Thy law! It is my meditation all the day."(PSALM cxix. 97.)

IT is generally believed that Bible reading is considerably less
common than it used to be. The Bible is less honoured in the .
home. Family prayer is almost. dying out. Bibles, even in
English, are sold in large numbers, but they are often laid aside
and unopened. Many reasons may be' assigned for this. One
reason no doubt is the condition of the' human heart. Of men in
their natural condition the apostle says, "There is none that
seekethafter God " (Rom. iii. 11). If men do not seek the God of
the Word, it is not to be wondered at that they do not seek the
Word of God.
Another reason for neglect of the Bible is the growing multiplicity
of other books and papers which crowd out the Bible. Recently
we received a letter from a GOSPEL MAGAZINE subscriber asking
that it should no longer be sent as there were so many, many other
papers. So the GOSPEL MAGAZINE may be crowded out.
Another reason why the Bible is less read is due to the teaching
of leaders in the professing Church. They tell us that much of the
Bible is unhistorical, fabulous, legendary, an9- mythical, and the
natural result is that people turn away both from reading the Bible
for themselves, and also from' hearing it read in public worship.
When, however, the books of Higher Critics and Modernists have
fallen into oblivion, it will still be true that "The Word of our
God shall stand for ever."
The great theme of Psalm cxix is the Word of God. That Word
is mentioned by means of one or other of its eight or nine names
in all its one hundred and seventy-six verses except three-verses
84, 122, and 132.
No human author is mentioned as the writer of the Psalm.
Some think David wrote it, but we cannot say dogmatically who
wrote it.. The Divine Author, however, is the Holy Ghost, and
there can be no doubt that the human author was a lover of God's
Word. He had not as much of the Bible as we have in these days,
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but of the portions which he had he exclaims, " 0 how love I Thy
law! It is my meditation all the day." Here evidently is an
_ Old Testament Saint who loved his Bible, and his example may
well be followed by the saints to-day when we commemorate the
four hundredth anniversary of the setting up of the English Bible
in the Churches of this country.
1. First, let 'Us think of the character of the man who loved his Bible.
The Psalm itself helps us to find out his character. Evidently
he was a seeker after God. lIe says" With r;ny whole heart have I
sought Thee" (verse 10). That implies life. A dead sinner could
not seek after God. Hence the Psalmist had been regenerated by
the Holy Ghost.
He loved God's name.
.He says, "Look Thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as
Thou usest to do unto those that love Thy name" (verse 132).
Thus he not only loved the Word of God, but he loved the God
of the Word. Hence he was one whom God had effectually called
and justified. We read that "them that love God" are "the
called according to His purpose," and the called are all Divinely
justified (Rom. viii. 28, 30).
He was a praying man. The Psalm is full of ejaculatory prayers. .
He prayed for Divine teaching and Divine illumination. To read
the Bible and meditate upon its truth did not suffice. Hence he
cried, " Open Thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous things
out of Thy law" (verses 12, 18). He prayed, "Make me to understand the way of Thy precepts" (verse 27).
He was a holy man. It was his constant aim to walk in the
ways of the Lord. He believed in the blessedness of those who
kept God's testimonies, and He hid God's Word in his heart that
he might not sin against Him. "0 let me not wander from Thy
commandments," was his earnest prayer. "Hold Thou me up,
and I shall be safe: and I will have respect unto Thy statutes
-continually." He felt his need of Divine upholding grace. "Make
me to go in the path of Thy commandments; for therein do I
delight." (See verses 2, 5, 10, 11, 35, 117.)
He loved the company of other saints. He said, "I am a companion of all them that fear Thee, and of them that keep Thy
precepts" (verse 63). In a word, he was the Lord's, and the
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Lord was his. "I am Thine," he said, and " Thou art my portion,
o Lord" (verses 57, 94).
- Thus this man, who loved his Bible, had all the marks of one of
the Lord's people. He had passed from death unto life. He had
been called and justified. He sought to live soberly, righteously,
and godly. He depended entirely upon the Lord for grace, strength,
and illumination.
It is only such a man who will really love the Word of God. The
dead in sin have no taste for the things of the Spirit of God.
2. Secondly, let us think of the character of the Bible which he
loved.
The Bible which he loved was characterized by purity. "Thy
Word is very pu:r;e " (verse 140). There was no dross in it. Elsewhere we read, " The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver
tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times" (Ps. xii. 6). If
there were any Modernists in his days, he utterly repudiated their
doctrines. It never occurred to him that any part of the Bible
was mythical, legendary, and fabulous.
The Bible he loved was characterized by truth. He says, "I hate
and abhor lying: but Thy law do I love" (verse 163). If his
Bible were a lying book he would have hated it. Lying was
abhorrent to him.
The Bible which he loved was characterized by unchangeableness.
"For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven" (verse 89).
Fausset says, '" Thy Word is settled in heaven '-i.e., is as unchangeable as the heaven itself is by appointment." Spurgeon.
says, "Jehovah's Word is not fickle nor uncertain: it is settled,
determined, fixed, sure, immovable."
The Bible is the same to-day as it was in the days of the Psalmist.
It is marked by purity, truth, and unchangeableness. It is the
Word of Him Who cannot lie. It is the Word of Him Who is
Unchangeable. This \¥ord of our God "shall stand for ever."
Let no man's heart fail because of Modernistic attacks upon it.
" His truth endureth to all generations" (Ps. c. 5).
"Wide as the world is Thy command,
Vast as eternity Thy lo~e ;
Firm as a rock Thy truth must stand,
When rolling years shall cease to move."
(Watts.)
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3. Thirdly, think of the intensity with which this servant of God
loved his Bible.
The intensity of his love for God's Word is shown in the frequency
with which he asserts it. Ten times over he declares his love for
the Word of God. (See verses 47, 48, 97, 113, 119, 127,140, 159,
163, 167.)
He says, "I love them (Thy testimonies) exceedingly." "I
love Thy commandments a-bove' gold; yea, above fine gold"
(verses 127, 167). Love of money characterizes large numbers of
men of the world. They rise early and retire late in order that
they may become rich. The Psalmist loved God's Word above
all earthly wealth. "0 how love I Thy law." It is my supreme
delight to read its pages, and to meditate oil. its truths.
We need .more of this love for .God's Word in these days. As
new born babes we need to. desire and long for the sincere milk
of the Word that we may grow thereby. "Drink more milk,"
is being said to-day to adults as well as to children. It is felt that
the health of people of all ages would be improved by regular and
larger supplies of pure milk. In like manner our spiritual health
would be greatly improved if we who are believers partook more
largely and regularly of the pure milk of God's VVord. Like the
Prophet Jeremiah we need to be able to say more truthfully, " Thy
words were found, and I did.. eat them; and Thy Word was unto
me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart" (Jer. xv. 16).
4. Lastly, think of the manifestation of this man's love for his
Bible.
He showed his love for it by reading it and meditating upon it.
He did this every day and all the day. "It is .my meditation all
the day."
If you love a person you like to be often in his company. It is
always a joy to meet him and to be with him. The love of the
Psalmist for his Bible was such that he had it always at hand to
look at it and think of its precious teachings. The 'Vord of God
brings peace to those who love it and preserves them instrumentally
from stumbling. "Great peace have they which love Thy law:
and nothing shall offend them " (margin: "They shall have no
stumbling block" (verse 165).
Those who love God's Word love Him Who is the great Peace-
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maker, and believing in Him, they are justified, and have peace
)Vith God'through Him. Moreover, those who love God's Word
discover its teaching about peace of mind, and they experience
the truth of the assurance, " Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee."
(Isa. xxvi. 3).
The Psalmist manifested his love for his Bible by meditating in
it every day. If it was his meditation all the day, it was evidently
his meditation every day. The Lord said to Joshua, "This book
,of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success"
{Joshua i. 8).
We read the newspapers every day in order that we may keep
in touch with what is going on. }luch more should we read and
meditate on our Bibles exery day that we may "observe to do
,all that is written therein." As the Bible is the Word of God it
~hould have the first place in our reading. Before we read the
paper, and before we read our letters, we need to read what God
has to say to us.
The Psalmist manifested his love for his Bible by meditating
in it all the day. "It is my meditation all the day." Probably
this is a general expression denoting all parts of the day. Often
his thoughts would necessarily, and in some measure be occupied
in business or family matters, but he w~s not content with a brief
meditation in the Wordof God, early in the morning. He
frequently thought about the Word during the day. Just as we
, need to pray always, i.e., very frequently, so we need to listen
very frequently to God's Word in which God Himself speaks to
,His people. Of the godly man in the first Psalm it says, "His
delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law doth he meditate
day and night" (Ps. i. 2).
We may not all equally be able to read and meditate on the
VVord of God, but all believers need. to beware of neglecting their
Bibles, and all may seek all the day· to regulate and fashion all
their thoughts, words, and ways, according to its teachings. Moreover, we should not think that time is wasted in giving due attention
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to the prayerful reading of the Word of God. However .busy we
are, His Word should not be neglected. Meditation in the Word
is an antidote to persecution. "Princes also did sit and speak
against me; but Thy' servant did meditate in Thy statutes"
(verse 23). Meditation also leads to an increase of spiritual knowledge. "I have more understanding than all my teachers: for
Thy testimonies are my meditation" (verse :99).
His knowledge, however, was not due to meditation alone. He
continually prayed for Divine teaching. "Teach me Thy statutes."
(See verses 12, 27, 33, 34, 66, 68.) His prayer was " Open Thou
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law"
(verse 18).
The Psalmist manifested his love for his Bible by using it as
his guide. "Th~ Word," he said, "is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my -path" (verse 105). He sought in all his ways to
regulate his life by the Word of God.
There is need, surely, for more love of God's Word to-day.
Such love will show itself in private and daily study of its pages
in dependence on the Spirit's teaching. It will show itself in
family reading of the Scriptures. It will show itself in regular
Lord's Day attendance at places where the pure Word is read,
honoured, and preached. A revival of love for God's Word will
lead to a clearer grasp of its doctrines, and a more consistent
obedience to its precepts, besides leading to a more thorough
separation from false teachers, and from worldly pleasures and
associations. "How sweet are Thy Words unto my taste! Yea,
.sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through Thy precepts I get
understanding: therefore I hate every false way" (verses 103, 104).
"Precious Bible! What a treasure
Does the Word of God afford !
All I want for life or pleasure,
Food and medicine, shield and sword;
Let the world account me poor,
Having this I need no more."
(John Newton.)
THE EDITOR.

" IT is not meet that the goodness of the living God should be buried
in the cemetery of silence, in the grave of ingratitude."-(O. H.
Spurgeon.) .

·The Gospel Magazine
~ilgtim

245

~apet~.

WELLSPRINGS.

"Send Thine hand from above,. rid me and deliver me out of great
waters, from the hand of strange children."-PsALM cxliv. 7.
THERE is a great deal spoken of "hands" and their office in this
Psalm. _I was recently led to it when under deep exercise of soul
and mind, and had been crying unto the Lord for a suitable and
seasonable word of help. As I read on verse by verse, the words in
the seventh verse shone out as a prayer put into my heart and lips
at the time of my need, and many a cry in the language of it 'ascended
to the throne of His grace for a fresh discovery of that hand which
had never yet failed one of His children.
It is different from all the other" hands" of this Psalm and that
to our mercy! If the reader will look at verses 1, 7, 8, and 11, he
will find it so. David knew well the painfulness and the danger
when he, under godly contrition answered the seer Gad, "I am in
a great strait; let us fall now into the hand of the Lord, for His
mercies are great, and let me not fall into the hand of man" (2 sarn.
xxiv. 14). Man's hands are full of treachery, cruelty, and deceit,
and it goes ill indeed for any of us who fall under the hands of one
unrestrained by grace. But a blessed, safe, and satisfying place of
hiding and help and succour is it for the child of God to fall into the
hand of his heavenly Father! It is a hand ever directed towardsHis needy child, a hand that is stretched out on His people's behalf
and a hand of deliverance. A hand which directs and controls thewheels of Providence, and prevents with blessing; holds up our goings.
and plucks our feet out of the net which the enemy hands had laid
for us. A hand which guides by His own "skilfulness" and ever
has the Shepherd's touch with it of love and tender care~ And:"Whene'er we need that helping hand,
That Friend is always near."

Or in the language of another hymn:"When He His people's cause defends,
Who, who, can stay His hand ? "

The hand of might towards His enemies; and the hand of merey
toward His redeemed! The hand. that was put forth to pluck thee
from death and to place thee" among the children." The hand that
struck off all the devil's fetters and brought thee out of the prisonhouse of spiritual death. - The hand that gave thee "beauty for
ashes and the oil of joy for mourning," and deals out to thee all
through thy pilgrimage" the unsearchable' riches of Christ." For
He is "the Man of God's right hand', -Whom He hath. made strong
for Himsel£,"and for whose sake' He' hath· done all these things.
17
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Moses had cause to sing of the mighty hand of His God in the
victory He wrought for His people Israel. "Thy right hand is
become glorious in power; Thy right hand, 0 Lord, hath dashed
in pieces the enemy" (Exod. xv. 6). His much tried servant Job
resorted to the comfortable quieting of his exercised soul and suffering
body when he said, " Thy hands have made and fashioned me together
round about" (Job. x. 8), and the Psalmist could echo it, " Thy hands
have made me and fashioned me; give me understanding, that I
may learn Thy commandments" (Ps. cxix. 73). The Prophet Isaiah,
too, resolved his being and circumstances into the All-mightiness of
those hands. "But now, 0 Lord, Thou art our Father; we are the
clay, and thou our Potter; and we are all the work of Thy hand"
(Isa. lxiv. 8). And the beloved Stephen, just about to enter heaven
by his martyrdom, quotes from the same Messianic prophet, declarative
of the greatness, might, and majesty of God, Who asks, " Hath not
Mine hand made all these things ~ " (Acts vii. 50.)
And the hand that· created and holds creation up, which controls
the rising and fall of nations, is much more concerned in the holding
up of every member of Christ's l\1:ystical Body, His new creation.
Every believer in the finished work of His redemption can sing with
humble confidence :"And am I in
Do I complete
Is Jesus held
Amazing grace

a Mediator's hand?
in my Redeemer stand ?
responsible for me?
of the Eternal Three ! "
(J. Irons.)

He knows it is well with him in time and to eternal days.
How compassionately God has spoken to us in this figurative
language, coming down and remembering us "in our low estate,"
and using terms which meet our children minds, as it were. For,
"As a Spirit, God is without 'body, parts, or passions,'" wrote the
saintly Ambrose Serle, " but He employs this language in condescension to our feeble capacities. God speaks in our way, but acts according. to His own. By His arm, then, we are to understand the extent
of His power, as His stretched out arm or infinite might reaches to
all things. By His hand the most minute, exact, and perfect workings
of that power, which descends to the arrangement of the least of
His dispensations equally with the greatest; and by His right hand
the brightest display of His Omnipotence and Majesty. If the finger
of God, or the least exertion of His strength, could create the heavens
(Ps. viii. 3), who can prescribe bounds to .the reach of His arm, or
what is impossible to the strength of His Divine right hand ~ "
Oh;child 'Of God, who ever you are and whatever your circumstances
and trials, may you never be permitted to sink as low as Naomi, be
the clouds ever so dark about you. Ask for grace to preserve you
from the bitterness which crossed her lips when she said, " The hand
of the Lord has gone out against me " (Ruth i. 13). It was just such
an expression as that of the patriarch Jacob when he said, " All these
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things are against me." For both Naomi and Jacob and every tried
saint in every age have at length proved in the sanctified "afterward" of affiiction that those very things which seemed most" against"
them, were all working for their good. But it was all because they
and their lives and life's minutest circumstances were in the hand
·of their unerring God. And that hand deals out in His own time
.and way, "twice as much" of blessing as His servant Job proved
when He had tried him.
And what a blessed and wonderful thought, too, it is that the
hand of omnipotence, power, and authority as Creator, Lord of lords
,and King of kings, is the same which when as Son of man He put
forth to heal, restore, and bless. That all-compassionate and Divine
Healer had but to "put forth His hand" to the leper's request for
,cleansing, and" I will; be thou clean," had its healing results (Matt.
viii. 3). It was but to touch the eyes of those blind men or the ear
·of the deaf, and the touch of that hand had sovereign, living; and
healing power. It was in the urgency and extremity of fear that
poor Peter, who was sinking in the very waters which he thought
to have trod to go to his Master, cried, " Lord, save me." Then,
." Immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him and
said unto him, 0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ~ "
(Matt. xiv. 31.) And it is a gracious connection that His dear restored
.servant with John after Pentecost appeals for this very same act of
mercy which he had before rejoiced in. "And now, Lord, behold
their threatenings ; .and grant unto Thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak Thy word, by stretching forth Thine hand to
beal" (Acts iv. 30).
It was the same hand of the Mighty God and loving Saviour which
in all its very gentleness was laid upon the heads of little children,
,called to Him for blessing, and which gathered them up in His arms.
That same blessed hand, too, was it that on the night of His betrayal
in that upper room, handed to the disciples the emblems of His dying
love in the bread and cup.
Oh, beloved, when you have had a little of this blessed vision of
His omnipotent hand, of a Father's love in Christ, His well-beloved
.son, at work for you, whether in providential or spiritual concerns,
your soul will have a melting time indeed. It will matter little then
what the enemy hands have been doing or sought to do. Theirs
was "the hand of strange children." "Their right hand is a right
hand of falsehood." Where was all their power gone 1 Where was
the fury of the oppressor, when God arose for the relief of His oppressed
·child and sent forth His hand from above 1 Let the enemy do his
best, his utmost, and use every power of his right hand, the Lord is
mightier than every foe of His poor defenceless child, and the cry
of that child has reached His throne and His ear, and brought heaven
down to his relief. "Send Thine hand from' above," and all is well,
.all is salvation mercy for Thy servant.
I have spoken of this one hand as set forth in contrast to the other
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and enemy hands in this Psalm. But there is yet another gem of
truth we may not overlook in closing. There is a marginal note
against hand of verse 7, and it is rendered hands. What have we here 1
What is the lovely suggestion 1 Plurality in the Hebrew always
betokened superiority, super-excellence! Is it not, therefore, beloved,
that we may gather from this the blessed truth that God, even our
own God, is fulness of blessing for His children. "Father, into Thy
hands I commend My Spirit," breathed out the dear dying Lamb
of God (Luke xxiii. 46). And as the risen and ascending Saviour
He led out His little pilgrim flock" as far as to Bethany, and He
lifted up His hands and blessed them.· And it came to pass, while
he blessed them, He was parted from them, and carried up into
heaven" (Luke xxiv. 50, 51). And" this same Jesus" is in like
manner coming again. It was while He blessed them with uplifted
hands, He was parted from them. He will therefore come again to
bless them with no more parting, but to have them blessed with
Himself throughout t:p.e countless ages of eternity! Oh, the saints of
God indeed have cause to sing of the wondrous hand of their Almighty
Friend. "None," He said, " shall pluck them " thence and well kept
are they all through their chequered pilgrimage, in their trials and
conflicts, in their joys and sorrows, in life and in death, they are
preserved, upheld, sustained.
"The saints whom God the Father lov'd
Are placed in Jesus' hand;
From thence, they cannot be removed,
For by His grace they stand.
" In Jesus' hand their cause was laid;
~e bore their pond'rous load;
'Tis by His hand their debts are paid,
And ev'ry gift bestow'd.
" In Jesus' hand, they dwell secure,.
And there, they often prove,
The sweetness of those joys most pure,
Which flow from Sovereign love.
"In Jesus' hand I'm well preserv'd;
No foe can hurt me there;
. And though I have His wrath deserv'd,
His hand delights to spare.
" In Jesus' hand! 0, pleasing thought!
Then Jesus is my Guide ;
With all His saints I shall be brought
To heaven, and there abide."
(Joseph Irons.)

R.
"A CHRISTIAN should never plead spirituality for being a sloven ~
if he be but a shoecleaner, he should be the best in the parish."John ·Newton.
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:enmous anb Notes of Sermons.
THE CHILDREN OF GOD.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES QRMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Fm" ye are all the children of God by faith in Ohrist J esus.".
I
GALATIANS iii. 26.
THIS passage, dear friends, like many others which we have lately
had brought before us, is the singular property of them that believe
in Christ Jesus, for I want you well to observe that it is not one of
universal application. It would not do to address this morning all
my fellow men in the earlier words of this verse and to omit the latter
part which conditions the former. For me to say to all men, "ye
are all the children of God" would be unscriptural, untrue; "by
faith in Christ Jesus" is a condition essential in this matter of being
a child of God. When thus I speak, beloved, I speak of course of
that phase of sonship which we may call evidential, because there is
a sense in which all believers have been children of God, namely,
in the Divine purpose. Christ died for His brethren, "the children
whom Thou hast given Me." "I lay down My life for the sheep" ;
He so calls them before He seeks them as lost sheep; He leaves out
the word " lost " in that place-He does not call them " lost sheep."
. Yet they are by nature" children of wrath" like others, but when
God speaks of His Own eternal purposes He often speaks of things
that are not as though they were. Hence He can speak of His Own
uncalled, unquickened people as His people. "Other sheep," said
Jesus, " I have "; they were not yet brought, for He goes on to say,
" them also I must bring." They are not yet brought, yet My sheep
He calls them; "Other sheep I have," they are His. "My Father in
the past plan gave them unto Me, but they have not yet been evidentially brought into the fold, they have not yet been experimentally
taught that they are lost sheep, and that the Son of man came to seek
and to save that which was lost. But I must bring them, that is part
of My responsibility-I cannot' go back from what I have undertaken
as the Shepherd of the flock, the scattered flock. I accepted My
undone people at My Father's hand on the condition and promise
that I would die for their sins and reconcile them in righteousness
to God, and finally present them in person before Him with exceeding
joy. I must bring them." So we come, then, to our passage this
morning and carefully note the conditioning term which is appended
to the expression, " ye are all the children of God." What a wonderful
title this is when we remember to whom grace has applied it--" children
of God." In this world much is made amongst men of high birth,
dignified birth. To be the son of a peer and have the prospect of
succeeding to a title is considered an eminent privilege; to be a
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member of the Royal Family is, however, a much higher dignity
than the former. But, beloved friends, these dignities and privileges
which obtain amongst men become insignificant, altogether contemptible, when we compare them with the spiritual relationship which is
proper to him who has been born of God. The Apostle John, in
the fifth chapter of his Epistle, wrote thus, "we are of God." What
a .declaration this for any child of wrath by nature to have a right to
make! I say a right to make, and I am justified in so speaking, as
you will find by turning to the first chapter of John's Gospel, reading
with me the twelfth and thirteenth verses: "As many as received
Him, to them gave He power," look in the margin and there is the
word, "the right," or, "privilege," "to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on His Name; which were born . . . of
God," for only believers, only the children of God, do believe to the
saving of the soul. Therefore you notice in what close conjunction
these things are placed-they receive Him, they believe in Him, and
not afterwards but first, though last in the statement, they" were
born of God." This expression in the thirteenth verse, " were born,"
is found in a particular form in the Greek which implies a past condition 'of things; they had been born of God, therefore they "received"
Christ, which is another form of expressing it, they believed in
Christ. That faith which· accompanies salvation is an act and a
power as well as a privilege proper only to those who have been
born of God, "not of blood." These things do not come to sinners
by natural generation, "nor of the will of the flesh." How utterly
condemnatory is that declaration of all fleshly power to receive
Christ, to believe in Christ; "nor of the will of man, but of God."
These which were born of God-these received Christ Whom the
Father sent.
Thus, then, we turn to our text again: "Ye," these Galatians, " are
all the children of God by faith," th.at is, evidentially ye are the
children of God inasmuch as faith is yours. Faith in Christ marks
you off a child, born of God. Another mark, all important, of a child
of God, is found in the sixth chapter of second Corinthians, the seventeenth and eighteenth verses. I want you well to notice these verses,
because they contain an unerring standard by which we need, all of
us, everyone, this morning, to try ourselves: "Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing"; leaving out the latter word, which is in
italics, it reads, "touch not the unclean," that is, that which is
unclean-comprehensive of a class, not anyone particular sin which
defiles the man but all sin, for all sin is in God's sense defiling. While
we keep the eye upon this place, beloved friends, let us read into our
passage the Word of God from Zechariah: "In that day there shall
be a fountain opened to the house of David, and to the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness." Now look in the margin" separation for uncleanness." Read, always read, Corinthians with
Zechariah upon this point of separation from uncleanness. The
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fountain opened is the fountain of atoning blood first, but next it is
also the blood of sprinkling; the atoning blood efficacious once for
all in the case of every redeemed sinner, but the blood of sprinkling
efficacious daily, hour by hour throughout the day, in cleansing the
child of God from the- defilement of sin, not only actual sin but
indwelling sin. Opened for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, opened for
David's house, it is a household washing, it is a household provisionthis fountain of grace is opened in the blood of the Lamb. "Be ye
separate "-what does it mean? It must, therefore, mean, "See to
it that your hearts are sprinkled, see to it that by application of the
blood your consciences are cleared, for otherwise you can have no joy
in the Lord, no peace or comfort in your soul, no liberty in your service
or in your walk." "Be ye separate," means, Wash, and be clean,
" and touch not the unclean (sin), and I will receive you, and will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith
the Lord Almighty." Now I say that this is an essential mark of
being a child of God, that there is a following after a life of separation
from evil. Impossible to be a child of God and not possess this
desire-mark that. Impossible to be born of God and not seek after
holiness, which becomes God's house for ever, without which no man
shall see God. "Be ye holy; for·I am holy." The child of God
longs after the mark of His hand. Now try yourselves, beloved
hearers, by this test. Does the religion you profess constrain you after
holiness? Does it beget in you a thirst after the likeness of God,
after comformity to Christ? If that be a true description of your
case you have an infallible mark of being a son or a daughter of the
,Lord Almighty: "I will be a Father unto you." I think it is very
profitable and encouraging that our God should at this place have
adopted the title He gives Himself, namely, the Lord Almighty,
because we are children of weakness, but if we have an Almighty
Father then you see how well suited the one is to the Other, a weak
child and an Almighty Father. The weak child-oh, how weak!may well trust for strength that loving Father. I dare say you have
noticed how in families where there is a sickly child, one more frail
than the rest, more dependent than the others, a parent will bestow,
and does more habitually bestow, tender care and consideration on
the little one, the weak one. Now all God's children are weak ones,
all God's children are sickly ones, all God's children are dependent
ones, and" Like as a father pitieth his children," and especially the
. weak ones, so the Lord pities His children who love and fear Him.
And their very weakness appeals to His pity, their very helplessness
is a mighty argument constraining Him to show them that loving
compassion which is proper to a heart like His. "And I will be a
Father unto you." That does not mean" I will be this in a new
relation to you," for if God have begotten us again by the Word of
His truth that can never be repeated, the second birth occurs but
once and for ever in the history of a grace-saved sinner. Therefore
He does not promise "I wi~l be a Father" to beget spiritual life,
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that has already been all wrought, but it is that" I will fulfil the
relationship of Father to you; I·will fulfil the responsibility of a Father
unto you; you shall be My particular care, continually alive upon
My heart. 'My thoughts as a Father's thoughts shall be ever flowing
out to you wherever you are, whatever your circumstances, and whatever you may feel or say 'of or against yourselves." I am bold to
say this morning that God has unspeakably higher thoughts of His
people in Christ than they have or can have concerning themselves.
In Christ what does a believing child of God say ~ "In the Lord
have I righteousness and strength." Oh, how imperfectly does that
believer grasp the words of his own lips. Oh, how short we come
of realizing this great truth and fact, fellow-believers: "in the Lord
have I righteousness," but the Father's perception and knowledge
and apprehension of that great truth is perfect. He knows as we can
never-certainly in this world-know, what it is for us to have righteousness in Christ. We are mere babes in our spiritual apprehension
of what that mea,ns-righteousness in Christ I have. Another
Scripture helps to unfold it perhaps, that in the First Epistle of John,
where the God-inspired writer speaks of- everyone that doeth righteousness that he is righteous, even as Christ is righteous, both in the
matter of the righteousness in the substance of the thing, the quality
of it, and in the extent or measure of it. Righteous are you this morning, fellow-believer in Christ, both as touching quality and measure,
as Christ is righteous. You say, can these things be ~ My answer
is, they must be. First, they must be because the Lord says so, and
next they must be because Christ Himself is the righteousness of His
people, and then if Christ be my righteousness it follows that in Him
I am righteous even as He is righteous. But all said and all understood
how short must come our knowledge of the full meaning of that
expression, "In the Lord have I righteousness," when compared with
the Father's knowledge and apprehension of the meaning and virtue,
the perpetual virtue, of that wondrous Scripture.
Then again, "In the Lord have I . . . strength." "Ye shall be·
My sons and My daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." Do not argue
any longer, then, poor weak child of God that you have no strength.
The Lord is the measure of your strength. The Lord Himself is your
might, by the Holy Ghost., "Strong in the Lord," and then mark,
" and in the power of His might," not merely " Strong in the Lord
and in His might," but strong in the mightiness of His might, in the
strength of His strength, nothing less. Therefore we see now how if
the Lord bid us this or that we have an ability to obey, an ability
to obey in Him. Children of God have in privilege in their God all
God's resources. Note well this fact. I say the children of God have
in their God and Father all the resources of God. There is an inheritance, there is a portion for you, poor trembling child of God. Yours
is the Kingdom of Heaven. You have been "begotten again to a
living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
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reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God"mark-" through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the
last time." There is your history, there is your biography, your
spiritual biography, there is your origin, there is the way the. Lord
has led you or is leading you, and there is your eternal future all
sketched out, all written by God's Own hand and therefore certain.
This was one of the potent arguments the Apostle Paul urged upon
believers in his day: "He that spared not His Own Son, but delivered;
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him freely give us all
things?" "How shall He not? " is the question, not, "flow shall
He ? " but, "How shall He not?" . Because He has given up His
beloved Son, His highest joy, and sacrificed Him for us, fellowbelievers, not as believers but as sinners,oh, how is. it conceivable
then that after that He should reserve anything from us? Nay, in
the gift of His dear Son He has given us all· things, for He is Heir of
all things, Heir of all things, and His brethren, sinners quickened by
the Holy Ghost, taught their need of Jesus, led to trust in Him, being
children, are likewise heirs, co-heirs with Him Who is Heir of everything. The Apostle elsewhere urges "all things are yours." Now,
. fellow-believers, what is it to be a son of God? "All things are
yours." You say, Does it mean that? Yes, it means that. "All
things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Peter," whether the
things of those holy men who spake as the Holy Ghost gave them
utterance, whether "life, or death, or things present, or things to
come; all are yours; and ye are Christ's," and to have Him carries
all besides, inseparably united to Him we become heirs to all He has.
Yes, life or death, things present or things to come, all are yours for
"ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's." That is the final reason.
Christ belongs to God, the Son belongs to the Father, and the Father
has given all things into His hands. He loves Him so He has kept
nothing back from the Son of His love, and in Him, dear children of
God, you possess eternal good, unmixed good. There is no flaw in
your lot at all, nor in mine. "There shall no evil happen to the just."
All the evil has been carefully excluded from our lot, we have only
that which is good. I know it is hard to believe this at times. I
know that our senses contradict our faith. I know that we look at
things with natural· eyes, alas, too often. But blessed be God, our
frailties and infirmities and unbelief in these records do not alter the
fact, the fact is beyond our touch, God has settled that. God has
made all sure to all the seed in an ev;erlasting, well-ordered Covenant,
which stands not with us but with our Surety and RepresentativeChrist, God's Co-equal Son.
Now may the ·Lord bless to His people these precious truths.
If there should be any unbelievers here this morning, may the
Lord grant them much trouble of heart, and much searching of heart,
as to their lot and their interest in so great salvation, in such a glorious
portion as is the property by right of every believer in the Lord
I
Jesus.
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THE BIBLE IN THE HOME.
(FROM A SERMON ON " A CHURCH IN THE HOUSE," BY
MATTHEW HENRY, THE COMMENTATOR.)

MASTERS of families, who preside in the other affairs of the house"
must go before their households in the things of God. They must:
be as prophets,. priests, and kings, in their own families; and as such
they must keep up family doctrine, family worship, and family
discipline; then is there a Church in the house, and this is the family
religion that I am persuading you to.
Keep up family doctrine.. It is not enough that you and yours.
are baptized into the Christian faith, and profess to own the truth
as it is in Jesus, but care must be taken and means used that you
and yours be well acquainted with that truth, and that you grow in
that acquaintance, to the honour of Christ and His holy religion,
and the improvement of your own minds and theirs who are under
your charge. You must deal with your families " as men of knowledge" (1 Peter iii. 7), that is, as men who desire to grow in knowledge
yourselves, and to communicate your knowledge for the benefit of
others, which are the two good properties of those who deserve to
be called "men of knowledge."
That you may keep up family doctrine :1. You must read the Scriptures to your families, in a solemn
manner, requiring their attendance on your reading, and their attention to it; and inquiring sometimes whether they understand what
you read. I hope you are none of you without Bibles in your houses,
store of Bibles, everyone a Bible. Thanks be to God we have them
cheap and common in a language that we understand. The Book of
the Law is not such a rarity with us as it was in Josiah's time. We
need not fetch this knowledge from afar, nor send from sea to sea,
and from the river to the ends of the earth to seek the Word of God;
no, the Word is nigh us. When Popery reigned in our land English
Bibles were scarce things; a load of hay, it is said, was once given
for one torn leaf of a Bible. But now Bibles are everyone's money.
You know where to buy them; or if not able to do that, perhaps
in this charitable city you may know where to beg them. It is better
to be without bread in your houses than without Bibles, for the words.
of God's mouth are and should be to you more than your necessary
food.
'
But what will it avail you to have Bibles in your houses if you
do not use them ~ To have the great thin,gs of God's Law and Gospel
written to you, if you count them as a " strange thing"? You look
daily into your shop-books, and perhaps converse much with the
news-books, and shall your Bibles be thrown by as an almanac out of
date ~ It is. not now penal to read the Scriptures. in your families,
as it was in the dawning of the day of . Reformat~on from Popery,
when there were those who were accused and prosecuted for reading
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in a certain great heretical book, called an English Bible. The
Philistines do not now stop up these wells, as Genesis xxvi. 18, nor
do the shepherds drive away your flocks from them, as Exodus ii. 17,
nor are they as a spring shut up, or a fountain sealed; but the gifts
given to men have been happily employed in rolling away the stone
from the mouth of these wells. You have great encouragements to
read the Scripture; for notwithstanding the malicious endeavours of
atheists to vilify sacred things, the knowledge of the Scripture is still
in reputation with all wise and good men. You have also a variety
of excelle~t helps to understand the Scripture, and to improve your
reading of it; so that if you or yours perish for lack of this knowledge,
as you certainly will if you persist in the neglect of it, you may thank
yourselves, the guilt will lie wholly at your own doors.
Let me, therefore, with all earnestness press it upon you to make
the solemn reading of the Scripture a part of your daily worship in
your families. When you speak to God by prayer, be willing to hear
Him speak to you in His Word, that there may be a complete communion between you and God. This will add much to the solemnity
of your family worship, and will make the transaction the more
awful and serious, if it be done in a right manner; which will conduce
much to the honour of God and your own and your family's edification.
It will help to make the Word of God familiar to yourselves and your
children and servants, that you may be ready and mighty in the
Scriptures, and may thence be thoroughly furnished for every good
word and work. It will likewise furnish you with matter and words
for prayer, and so be helpful to you in other parts of the service. If
some parts of Scripture seem less edifying, let those be most frequently
read that are most so. David's Psalms are of daily use in devotion,
and Solomon's Proverbs in conversation; it will be greatly to your
advantage to be well versed in them. And I hope I need not press
any Christian to the study of the New Testament, nor any Christian
parents to the frequent instructing 6f their children in the pleasant
and profitable histories of the Old Testament. When you only hear
your children read the Bible, they are tempted to look upon it as no
more than a school book; but when they hear you read it to them
in a solemn, religious manner, it comes, as it ought, with more authority.
Those masters of families who make conscience of doing this daily,
morning and evening, reckoning it part of that which the duty of
every day requires, I am sure they have comfort and satisfaction
in so doing, and find it contributes much to their own improvement
in Christian knowledge, and the edification of those whQ dwell under
their shadow; and the more, if those who are ministers expound,
themselves, and other masters of families read some plain and profitable exposition of what is read or of some part of it.
It is easy to add under this head, that the seasonable reading of
other good books will contribute very much to family instruction.
In helps of this kind we are as happy as any people under the sun,
if we have but hearts to use the helps we have, as those who must give
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an account shortly of them among other talents which we are entrusted
Vv-ith.
2. You must. also catechize your children and servants, so long as
- they continue in that age of life which needs this" milk." Oblige
. them to learn some good catechism by heart, and to keep it in
remembrance; and by familiar discourse with them help them to
understand it, as they become capable. It is an excellent method of
catechizing which God Himself directs us to (Deut. vi. 7), to teach
our children the things of God, by talking of them as we sit in the
house, and go by the way, when we lie down and when we rise up.
It is good to keep up stated times for this service, and be constant
to them, as those who know how industrious the enemy is to sow
tares w1p.le men sleep. If this good work be not kept going forward,
it will of itself go backward. Wisdom also will direct you to manage
your catechizing, as well as the other branches of family religion, so
as not to make it a task arid burthen, but as much as may be a
pleasure to those under your charge, that the blame may lie wholly
upon their own impiety, and not at all upon your imprudence, if
they should say, "Behold what a weariness is it ! "
This way of instruction by catechizing does in a special manner
belong to the" Church in the house"; for that is the nursery in
which the trees of righteousness are reared, that afterwards are
planted in the courts of our God. Public catechizing will turn to
little account without family catechizing. The labour of ministers in
instructing youth, and feeding the lambs of the flock, therefore, proves
to many labour in vain, because masters of families do not do their
duty in preparing them for public instruction and examining their
improvement by it. As mothers are children's best nurses, so parents
are, or should be, their best teachers. Solomon's father was his
tutor (Prov. iv. 3, 4), and he never forgot the lessons his mother
taught him (Prov. xxxi. 1).
TRUST IN THE LORD.
WE all know but too well, that at the larger and more congested
crossings, our goings and our safety lie in our obedience to the
authority and the direction of the ~:fficer on duty. We wait for his
signal and go over in parties, reaching the opposite side alive, to
raise another Ebenezer. At the minor crossings we are not so well
looked after and seem to lose the right to our lives unless we keep
within the path marked by steel settings. The other evening I was
crossing one such, at a place where four ways met. As I was looking
to see if the coast was. clear, a large man drew up behind me, glanced
at the situation, and at once addressed himself to the crossing. Without one instant's hesitation I followed, keeping as close to him as I
. conveniently might. When we reached the other side he made some
remark about the uncertainty of the way, and I replied, "I always
like to get under the shadow of someone like you."
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Is it not so that every man, woman, and child, on the earth puts
their trust or hope in some power or resource outside themselves 1
However strong, wise, good, or rich we are, we count on help and
_have rest to the mind only in so far as we can trust in it. The man
in the parable trusted in the contents of his barns, and a beautiful'
sight they must have been, as large farmyards always are. That
man had a long pedigree behind him; his forbears are mentioned in
Psalm xlix. In David's day they were trusting in their wealth and
boasting themselves in the multitude of their riches. .Perhaps many
of us are related to the man.. Many went before him and he has
left a vast progeny behind him. We like to .have a nest egg. But.
it was no nest egg that rested the heart of the Moabitish widow
when she reached Bethlehem. She was without a strong arm to
succour and sustain her. She had no bread except that which she
gathered from the largesse of others, but to her own ear and soul,
this was said, "The Lord recompense thy work and a full reward
. be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under Whose wings thou
art come to trust."
What a suggestive expression it is-" Thou art come to trust." An
experience was behind it; the early idolatrous home, and false gods,
the coming of the strangers, with all that they had to tell of the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then came the desolation of the home,
and the leaving ,for ever the native land. While all this was going
on, Ruth was" coming to trust" in the Lord God of Israel. Not
that such a trust was a natural or inevitable outcome of her griefs
and deprivations. They might have had an opposite effect, as with
many in the days of the Lord, who went back when they heard of
hard things being the let of the followers of the King of Israel. But
Ruth was in His teaching and leading Who taught Job to say, " Though
He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." It was in Himself that Job
trusted and that meant' that all was well, whatever happened.
Ohrist said to His dear disciples, " Will ye also go away ~" "Lord,
to whom shall we go ~" None other is to be trusted when eternal
life is at stake. But their confession was no superficial sentiment
or fashion of the day. They had left·all before they' knew what their
gain was. Is it not through long impoverishings of spirit that the
children of God come to trust in Hin1 ~ How strange that we should
have to be brought, as from a distance, to set our hope for present and
for eternal safety in the" God of all grace," in Whose sole possession
is everything we need, and Who says, " Oome unto Me." It shows
what our native attitude is, that we should have to be made to trust
in' Him.
There were those in the days of the Prophet Hosea who said that
they would return to Him Who had smitten them. They would
,seek Him Who had brought them low, and look for all that they
.wanted to Him Who impoverished them. They had heard in their
hearts the good and comfortable words that were spoken to Ruth.
rrh~y had come to trust Him.. , What a desirable afterwards to all
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the long dissolvings of other hopes and confidences. In the secret
place of the Most High is their dwelling, who, bereft of all other cover,
fly, or go step by step slowly with their years to trust in the shadow
- of the Almighty. Again and again they return with their failures,
their emptYings, and their perpetual needs. They come to trust in
Him, to believe that good is the will of the Lord, that if they know
not now what He does, they will know hereafter. They come, on
the one hand, to trust Him with what is seen and temporal, and on
the other, to believe the record that God has given of His Son, and
that there is none other name given among men whereby they must
be saved. To be brought to know that, is to be led of the Spirit.
It is to come to Bethlehem from a greater distance than Ruth came
when she left the blue hills of Moab; but it is to come to a greater
than Boaz, Who also will not be in rest until He has finished what
He Ihas begun.
FOLLOWER-ON.

(FROM

BIBLE READING AND STUDY.
Christ and the Scriptures, BY THE LATE REV.
SAPHIR, D.D., pp. 145-151.)

ADOLPH

WE ought never to open the Scriptures except with a feeling of
profound reyerence and gratitude. As one has said, "They are
heaven speaking upon earth; in them we hear the voice of the living
.God." As the same witness has declared on his death-bed, "When
I shall enter the invisible world, I do not expect to find things
different from what the Word of God has represented them to me
here. The voice I shall then hear will be the same I now hear upon
the earth, and I shall say, ' This is indeed what God said to me; and
how thankful I am, that I did not wait till I had seen in order to
believe.' "
In reading the Scriptures we ought to approach as to a sanctuary,
with awe and reverence, with a collected mind and a solemn, docile
heart. And how thankful ought we to be for this revelation, for
its fulness and simplicity, for the great truths it unfolds and the
minute counsels it contains, for its doctrine and consolation; the
history of the past and the prophecy of the future, the example of
the saints and the varied experiences of God's children. If an angel
from heaven who had been before God's· throne for thousands of
years came down· to earth, and dwelling among us was willing to
communicate unto us out of the treasure of his knowledge of Divine
things, how eagerly we would seek his society, and how attentively
we would treasure up his words. But the Bible is better than such
a celestial messenger. It is given by God Himself as the best and
most perfect teacher.
He, in His infinite wisdom, has adapted both
the matter and manner to our wants and peculiar position in this
world. He has revealed to us things into which the very angels
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desire to look. What can be more precious than His Own language
and His Own words, revealing to us the inmost thoughts and purposes
of His heart? We ought to open the Bible with the most lively
gratitude. Here is indeed a treasure invaluable. "Oh, how I love
Thy Word! it is better than thousands of gold and silver; it is
sweeter than honey and the honeycomb."
It is a weak and pale word and not at all corresponding to the
real nature of the case and to the feelings of the Christian, to speak
of our duty to read the Scriptures. Where there is reverence, love,
trust, where there is joy in communion with God, we look upon the
reading of Scripture not as a duty; one among many others. It
stands by itself. Listening to the voice of God is not one of many
duties, but it is the source as well as the regulator of all duties. It
is not merely a work which our conscience declares to be right, but
our very conscience and affections and will and mind, our whole
inner man, receives from this Word light and strength.
We feel it necessary to read the Scriptures, just as food is necessary
to sustain life, and· as we desire to breathe pure and fresh air. It is
a necessity; not a compulsion of an external kind which is opposed
to our nature and which is as a mechanical burden imposed on us.
It is a necessity in the sense that our whole spiritual life craves for
it and cannot prosper without it. And is not one reason of our
languid and feeble life the simple fact that we do not breathe sufficiently the Bible air? Sermons and tracts and religious books contain
not sufficiently that ozone which is the exclusive characteristic of
God's Word.
But it may not be unnecessary to add a word on the copious
reading of Scripture. Read the whole Scripture, for Scripture is a
. connected whole. Do not neglect the historical, or prophetic, or
doctrinal portions. Forget not the Book of Proverbs nor the little
Epistle to Philemon. Think not that there is no food for the soul
in the Books of the Chronicles. God has given us the whole and
Ineans us to use the whole, for it is all profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. We Protestants speak much, and at times somewhat boastfully, of our great
reverence and love for the Bible. Is our glorying in truth? Do
we love the Bible, not merely as a text-book from which to collect
proofs for our doctrine, an armoury from which to select weapons
to defeat our opponents; but do we love the Bible as God's revelation,
in which our minds are to be moulded, by which our hearts are to
be influenced? Are there not many portions of Scripture so neglected
that if to-morrow some magic hand were to efface them from our
editions very few of us would miss them? Have we not received it
more as a theory than a real and practical belief, that all the Books
of :Moses and prophets and apostles are inspired, authoritative, profitable? Let us be really disciples, learners, not selecting, not rejecting,
but receiving all our Lord has graciously caused to be written for
our instruction.
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If such a diligent study of Scripture should interfere with our
reading of religious literature, we may rest satisfied that we shall
not be losers, to say the least of it. While we use with gratitude the
_ books in which men communicate their thoughts and experience, we
must always, not merely in theory but in practice, hold them in a
subordinate position. The more the Bible has the pre-eminence the
greater will be our power of discernment and the more shall we be
truly benefited by the writings of men. A diligent study of Scripture
will place us in the true position of not being in bondage to man
and of being willing to learn with gratitude from all servants of
the Lord.
.
Has a Christian ever regretted on his death-bed, that he spent too
. much time in reading the Bible and too little time in reading men's
writings ~ But many of God's people have expressed their regret
that they have not studied the Worq. of God more. Let us then
act as they would have acted, had their life been lengthened; let
us start now, as they, by their solemn and clear light of their last
days, saw it was good and wise and blessed to start. Let";'s give
time to the regular and diligent readjng of "all Scripture."
Read Scripture connectedly. It is true every word of God is pure;
precious is every expression and on a single line or verse we may
meditate only to find that its depth is inexhaustible. But besides
this minute reading and meditation, there ought to be also a more
rapid and connected reading. It is a mistaken reverence which at
times interferes with our understanding of the Word. We fancy
every word is printed in italics and do not gain the meaning of a
whole chapter or epistle. Bring all concentration of mind to the
reading of S_cripture and then apply your intellect to it as to any
other book. Reverential reading includes the lower attitude of attention, exertion of mind, and' earnestness. The Spirit is promised to
reveal and apply to us the truths of Scripture. But one result of
the Spirit's influence is an honest application of the mind to the
Bible. If we read in a kind of mental paralysis, with a mysterious
feeling of performing a duty which somehow or other will benefit
us, we misunderstand the nature of the Bible. It is used by the
Spirit to convince, instruct, comfort, guide, and this through the
understanding, conscience, emotions; therefore in the Bible we have
history, argument, poetry, maxim, suggestion, appeal. All that is
within us is exercised by this Word, and the more the Spirit aids
us the more will all our mental and moral faculties be brought into
activity in the reading of Scripture. Again I say, let us give ourselves to frequent, copious, honest reading of the Bible, in dependence
on the grace of God, Who alone giveth the increase.
" So precious is the light the Bible gives
That only he who loves it really lives."
(Rev. Thomas Pittaway.)
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XXXV.
Southampton, Oct. 14th, 1783.

My Dear Friend,
Having an opportunity of conveying a line to you, by means of
Mrs. C--, I gladly embrace it. I write from Southampton, where
we are to stay till the 21st or 22nd instant: it is not determined yet
what road we take-but it is absolutely fixed, that we shall be at
home by the 26th. Mr. and Mrs. C-- press hard to make Reading
in the way: if they prevail, it will only be for the Thursday evening's
lecture: and perhaps our seeing you face to face may incline us
to prefer the Basingstoke road.
I have good news to tell you from a far country, as refreshing as
cold water to a thirsty soul. God has spared me to read over my
Bible once more: 0 what a treasure-what unsearchable riches are
there in this golden mine! I never dug deeper, nor found more
precious jewels than upon this last perusal. You know it is my
constant custom, as soon as St. Dunstan's lectures are over, to begin
the Bible, and without stopping or interruption, to go on from Genesis
to the end of the Revelation; this exercise is always begun with
prayer, and carried on with a settled dependence on the Spirit of
prayer; and I am always wishing to ascribe all the profit (and it has
been very, very great) to the praise of the glory of His grace. At
present I am not reading my Bible in order to find out some new
truth, but to be established in what I do know, and to attain more
confirmation of it. This I' would chiefly seek for that I may get
growing experience of the wisdom of God and of the power of God
in His Word and may thereby enjoy the blessings of His love promised
in it. With this view, I send you some of my observations on the
reading of the Bible in the year '83. I am happy in believing that
.your heart harmonizes with me in them. One of the first things to
be noticed and expected is the actual fulfilling of the promises to this
day, namely, that the Holy Spirit is still in the Word: He works
in it and by it. He makes it at present, as much as He ever did,
the great ordinance of God unto salvation, as you may observe in
Isaiah lix. 20, 21, hence it is called the ministration of the Spirit;
because in it He holds forth Jesus Christ to be the Almighty Saviour,
and whomsoever He calls by it. to come to the Saviour He makes
His call to them effectual.' They receive the Spirit, by the hearing
of the Word, as Galatians iii. 2.
This, my good friend, is what you and I should above all things
seek. We should be always praying for the Spirit to accompany
His Own Word. It is our duty to hear and read-.but we should
18
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always do it with the fixed dependence of our hearts upon His Divine
teaching, without which the Word itself will profit us nothing, as
we read in H'ebrews iv. 2, " The Word preached did not profit them~
not being mixed with faith in them who heard it." May,the good
Spirit keep us in the use of means, but entirely dependent upon Him
in the use of them. Thanks be' to Him, that in this frame of mind
I have once more gone through His Word-settled and grounded
more steadfastly than ever before; that the Word of God can be
made useful to me only by the Spirit of God. The next thing that
engaged my attention was the Divine and infallible truth of the Holy
Scriptures, of which I have been convinced with all the riches of the
full assurance of understanding. Our Lord said in His last prayer,
"Father, Thy Word is truth." And I say the same. I have set
my seal to it on this last reading; every line, every word, is according
to the mind of the infinitely wise God. I t is His revealed will; and
it discovers to us objects in God's light· as He sees them; whereby
the Holy Spirit renews us in true' knowledge after the image of Him
that created us; He brings our understanding to submit to be
informed by His unerring Word. Whatever it reveals of Jehovah,
of the three Persons in Jehovah, of the God Man, of His salvation,
of the way of receiving the benefit of it in time and in eternity; He
has made me willing to live in entire subjection to its teaching. My
constant inquiry is, what it reveals. Not, Why 1 I study to know
it, not as a metaphysician, but as a Christian. I seek not so much
to. comprehend it as to believe it. Nothing appears to me more
reasonable than that my reason should submit to God's reason; and
therefore I am kept praying for Divine grace to make His Word, like
the light of the Sun, clear in my head, and fruitful in my heart.
My dear friend, let me recommend to you this method of reading
your Bible. Ever· take it up as the oracles of God, the infallible
standard of truth. The abiding persuasion of this will save you a
great deal of trouble and will bring you in vast profit. Y Oll will
not have much occasion to consult authors or to spend your time in
perusing many books. If you take up your Bible with a settled conviction that it is the truth of God and that it has the stamp of Divine
authority, this· will be the means of your understanding more of the
Scriptures than all the comments in the world could give you, because
your mind, having received the impression of Divine truth, is now
disposed to receive the impression of Divine power, which is another
matchless excellency of the Word of God.
The Spirit of God still works in it and by it; as in the :first creation,
so in the new creation, He does all by His Almighty Fiat. He speaks,
and it is done; He commands, and is obeyed. His is a creating
Word; He calls and the dead hear. It is a life-giving Word. He
follows the call and the quickened sinner believes-faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God; and this faith is as great
a demonstration of Divine power as raising Christ from the dead
was ;as yOll ma.y see (Eph. i.. 19, 20; etc.). Then He puts His Word
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into the inward parts, and the believer is enabled to feed upon it
and to be nourished thereby, even up unto life everlasting; so that
he often says to his Lord~ "Jesus, to whom should I go 1 Thou
only hast the words of eternal life." This Divine efficacy of the
Scriptures is the principal thing by which God magnifies His Word
above all His Name. He has made it His ordinance, like the fixed
laws of nature-by which He still keeps up intercourse and communion
between Himself and His people, and gives them to see and to enjoy
.His perfections. His Spirit makes it effectual to begin and to carry
on fellowship with the Father and the Son. And thus _He is daily
magnifying it by realizing the proniises and putting believers into
possession of the graces and blessings promised in it. So that it is
to this hour the mighty power of God, as truly as when He spake
the world into being; as effectual as when He said, "Lazarus, come
forth." My dear friend, may you and I feel it more, still more; may
we live happy partakers of its influence; and when ever we hear it,
read it, or meditate upon it, may we get fresh experience of the power
of God in His Word; which will bring us another blessing peculiar
to the Scriptures; by acknowledging them to be the truth of God
and finding them to be the power of God, we shall come to experience
their Divine sweetness.
It is by continual dependence on the teaching of the Spirit, in and
by the Word, and by mixing faith with it, that we come to find its
value, and to taste its pleasures; for it then opens a new world to
us, a spiritual and eternal world; it reveals to us the God of that
world-our Father loving us in His Son. It makes known the Son's
wonderful Person and His heavenly work in salvation, with all the
blessings of it, which faith brings into present enjoyment. The
believer is made alive to them, and then. has his spiritual senses
exercised upon them; and each sense has its proper object and its
peculiar delight, as we read-O come taste and see how gracious the
Lord is; hear His voice, for it is .sweet; smell the good odour of
His perfume, for His Name is as ointment poured forth; come and·
handle the Word of God. What a paradise is here! as real but more
blessed than Adam's. Believe me, sir, I know you do. In my last
reading God has thus blessed me; what the Word reports the Spirit
has realized. In the way of believing the promises, I have found
the fulfilling of them. I speak for God and His glorious Word. Away
self. The Holy Ghost, the Comforter, does by it at this day make
good His Name and His o~ce; He shall take of Mine, says Jesus,
and shall show it (manifest it) unto you; the spiritual world, all the
graces, all the glories of it-He will not only manifest them to you
clearly, but He will also enable you to believe them with a pleasing
earnest, and to enjoy them with many a sweet foretaste of the glory
that is to be revealed.
There is a very delightful account of this in Psalm xix. What
if I should set my. seal to it and say that I know what is spoken in
the first part concerning the light of this world to be matter of fact,
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as well as what is spoken in the second part concerning the light of
the spiritual world 1 Would not you allow me, sir, to be a competent
judge of both 1 And when the same prophet adds, "0, what love
have I unto Thy Law! I rejoice in it as one that findeth great spoil!
Yea, it is dearer to me than thousands of gold and silver," blessed
be God, I find it so. Indeed, upon every reading of the Bible it
grows more precious to me, as it did to David; because it is not
only the discovery, but it is become also the conveyance of the
unsearchable riches of Christ-these are revealed in· the Word and
applied by the Word. Faith is the lawful key which opens the infinite
treasury and hears the proclamation of grace, " 0 ye that are seeking
durable riches-these-all these-are yours-come, take all you want
-use all you wish-you cannot do the free Giver a greater favour
than to enrich yourselves daily out of His boundless store-read His
promises, how exceeding great, how exceeding precious they areread His faithfulness to them-only trust-take-use-all that is in
the promises shall be yours in time-yea, yours in eternity." This
proclamation of grace I have heard. I believe it. Blessed be a
promise-keeping God, I enjoy it. And I can assure you, sir, there is
more to be had out of Christ's fulness than anyone upon earth has
yet enjoyed. For He not only giveth fresh grace, but also more
grace. I have never been more thoroughly convinced of this than
upon my last reading. God has humbled me and has made me feel
more of mine own poverty and has thereby led me to live more upon
Christ's everlasting treasury. You do not suspect me of boasting:
o no. I would glorify the word and work of the Almighty. A beggar
would not be reckoned proud for saying, "when I was just starving
I met with a charitable person who not only fed me, but also feasted
me, and then most generously provided for me all the rest of my days."
Should not such a one acknowledge his benefactor and bless him l'
So do I. Thanks be to Him, Who realized to me His Word; Who
opened my eyes to see wondrous things out of His Law; Who often
made me to look up and say, "0 how sweet are Thy Words unto
my taste, yea, sweeter than honey unto my mouth." Blessed be God
for His good Word.· It is really manna; it is angels' food; it comes
from heaven; it tastes of heaven.
When I sat down to write I little thought my pen would run so
fast, or that it would hold out so long. Will you excuse this long
scribble 1 You will. I am writing to a friend who knows that I
have still much more to say of my last reading. I bespeak your
candour while I am mentioning one thing more, and that is, the
great end and design of the Scripture, which is to conform us to it.
This is the completing work of God, the Spirit by His Word; all
the rest were to lead to this. When the Word is understood and
believed and lived upon, then He makes it the means of conforming
the whole man to it. The believer is cast into the mould of it, he
takes the irnpression-every feature. It is so assimilating, every tint
is to be seen upon him. He lives the Word; it is to be read in his.
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looks; visible in his walk; manifest in his tempers. See him; study
him; he is the lively picture of a Bible-Christian: let your conversation be as becometh the Gospel of Christ. By this rule he orders
it; he seeks to be a pattern of the truth as it is in Jesus and does
not seek in vain. The Spirit, by faith, makes Jesus very precious.
The heart loves Him, loves to be like Him; much fellowship with
Him endears Him more to the heart; and it becomes true liberty, it
is real happiness to have constant communion with him, especially to
feel the influence of His cross and the power of His resurrection.
My much beloved, may this be your experience. Outstrip me as
far as you can; may your sentiments, your affections, your life and
conduct, all of them be conformed to the rule of God's Word. I
shall pray for it, for you and yours, that you may live by Gospel
motives and do all to Gospel ends. And may the Bible be made
good and fulfilled to you in earth and in heaven.
I stop; but not because my subject is exhausted. I have daily
fresh matter of praise.. Still I am reading and admiring. New
beauties spring up. Yearly, daily, I shall have praises to give for
this most blessed Book; and if I live to walk with you on Heckfield
Heath, I may continue the subject. May your Lord and mine open
our understandings that we may understand the Scriptures.
Mrs. R.'s with my real love to Mrs. S. My blessing on all your
children. Do not cease' to pray for
W. R.
BISHOP HOOPER ON THE BIBLE AND ITS DOCTRINES.
(FROM BISHOP

l
/-

on John Hooper, The Martyred
Bishop of Gloucester.)

RYLE'S ARTICLE

first document I will quote from is entitled, " Articles Concerning
Christian Religion, given by the Reverend Father in Christ, John
Hooper, Bishop of Gloucester, unto all and singular Deans, Parsons,
Prebends, Vicars, Curates, and oth~r ecclesiastical ministers within
the Diocese of Gloucester, to be had, held, and retained of them for
unity and agreement, as well for the doctrine of God's Word, as also
for the uniformity of th~ ceremonies agreeing with God's Word."
A more authoritative and weighty declaration of Hooper's opinions
it is impossible to conceive.
The First Article enjoins, "that none of the above-named clergy
do teach or preach any manner of thing to be necessary for the
salvation of men, other than that which is contained in the Book
of God's Holy Word, called the Old and New Testament; and that
they beware to establish and confirm any manner of doctrine concerning' the old superstitious and Papistical doctrines which cannot be
duly and justly approved by the authority of God's Word."
The Fourth Article enjoins, "that they and everyone of them do
diligently teach and preach that the Church of God is the congregation
THE

,

J. C.

266

The Gospel Magazine

of the faithful, wherein the Word of God is truly preached, and the
Sacraments justly administered, according to the institution of Christ,
and His doctrine taught unto us by His Holy Word; and that the
Church of God is not by God's Word taken for the multitude, or
company of Bishops, Priests, and such others; but that it is the
company of all men hearing God's Word and obeying the same, lest
any man should be seduced, believing himself to be bound to any
ordinary succession of Bishops and Priests, but only to the Word of
God and the right use of the Sacraments."
The Seventh Article enjoins, "that they and everyone of them do
diligently teach and preach the justification only by. faith of Jesus
Christ, and not by the merit of any man's good works, albeit that
good works do necessarily foylow justification, which before justification are of no value or estimation before God."
In the Ninth Article, he enjoins them, " that the doctrine of purgatory, pardons, prayer for them that are departed out of this world,
the veneration, invocation, and worshipping of saints or images, is
contrary and injurious to the honour of Christ, our only Mediator
and Redeemer, and also against the doctrine of the first and second
commandments of God."
In the Tenth Article, he enjoins, "that in the Sacrament of the
body and blood of Christ, there is no transubstantiation of the bread
and wine into the body and blood of Christ, or any manner of corporal
or local presence of Christ, in, under, or with the bread and wine,
but spiritually by faith."
In the Eleventh Article, he enjoins, " that they which do unworthily
come to Baptism or the Supper of the Lord, do not receive the virtue
and true effect of the same sacraments, although they receive the
natural signs. and elements."
In the Twenty-fourth Article, he enjoins, "that the Sacraments are
not of any force by virtue or strength of any internal work of the
same, which of superstition is called opus operatum, but only by the
virtue and means of the Holy Ghost working in the hearts of the
doers and receivers by faith."
In the Forty-jirst Article, he enjoins, " that none of you do counterfeit the Popish Mass, by blessing the Lord's board, washing your hands
or fingers after the Gospel, or receipt of the Holy Communion,
shifting the book from one place to another, laying down and licking
the chalice after the Communion, showing the Sacrament openly
before the distribution of the same, or making any elevation thereof,
ringing of the sacring bell, or setting any light on the Lord's board."
In the Forty-third Article, he enjoins, "Whereas in Divine places
some use the Lord's board after the form of a table, and some of an
altar, whereby disunion is perceived to arise among the unlearned,
therefore, wishing a godly unity to be observed in all our dioceses,
and for that the form of a table may move more, and turn the simple
. from the old superstitious opinions of the Popish Mass, and to the
right use of the Lord's Supper, we exhort you to erect and set up the
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Lord's- board after the form of an honest table, decently covered, in
such place as shall be thought most meet, so that the minister and
communicants may be seen, heard, and understood of all the people
there present, and that you do take down and abolish all a.,ltars.
Further, that the minister, in the use of the Communion and prayers
thereof, turn his face toward the people."
Such were the visitation articles and injunctions of a Bishop of
. the time of the Reformation. I turn away from them with one
single remark. There are dioceses at this day in England in which
it might do great good to have the injunctions of good Bishop Hooper
distributed among the clergy and urged on their attention.

HEARKEN TO THE BIBLE.
ye children, come and hearken
To the great things God hath done;
Let no dreary doubting darken
.
Light more radiant than the sun;
VVhere it shineth
Souls are blest and freedom won.

COME

Hearken how to prophets olden
Truth was given to record,
How apostles wrote the golden
Message at their Master's word,
Both uniting
To proclaim, " Thus saith the Lord."
Hearken how by priestcraft hidden,
Or assailed by infidel,
Glorious truth, when God had bidden
Crush'd each foe and broke each spell ;
Oh! what triumphs
Of the Bible we can tell !
Children, love the sacred pages
VVhich eternal Love display,
Heritage of all the ages
It is yours to hold to-day:
Hold it bravely,
Let none take your crown away.
Send it forth to every nation,
On and on, from sea to sea;
. Till men know the gre~t salvation,
Till in Christ their souls are free,
And the glory
. His for evermore shall be.
(From Dr. F. J. Hamilton's" Best Book of All.")
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BISHOP J. C. RYLE ON THE RESURRECTION.

"WE should observe, lastly, in these verses (John xxi. 1-14), the
abundant evidence which Scripture supplies of our Lord Jesus Ohrist' 8
resurrection. Here, as in other places, we find an unanswerable
proof that our Lord rose again with a real material body, and a proof
seen by seven grown-up men with their own eyes, at one and the
same time. We see Him sitting, talking, eating, drinking, on the
shore of the Lake of GaIilee, and to all appearance for a considerable
time. The morning sun of spring shines down on the little party.
They are alone by the well-known Galilean lake, far away from the
crowd and noise of Jerusalem. In the midst sits the Master, with
the nail-prints in His hands-the very Master Whom they had all
followed for three years, and one of them, at least, had seen hanging .
on the cross. They could not be deceived. Will anyone pretend
to say that stronger proof could be given that Jesus rose from the
dead ~ Can anyone imagine better evidence of a fact ~ That Peter
was convinced and satisfied, we know. He says himself to Cornelius,
We did 'eat and drink with Him after He rose from the dead'
(Acts x. 41). Those who, in modern times, say they are not convinced,
may as well say that they are determined not to believe any evidence
at all.
" Let us all thank God that we have such' a cloud of witnesses'
to prove that our Lord rose again. The resurrection of Christ is
the grand proof of Christ's Divine mission. He told the Jews they
need not believe He was the Messiah, if He did not rise again the
third day. The resurrection of Christ is the topstone of the work
of redemption. It proved that He finished the work He came to do,
and, as our Substitute, had overcome the grave. The resurrection
of Christ is a miracle that no infidel can explain away. Men may
. carp and cavil at Balaam's ass, and Jonah in the whale's belly, if
they please, but till they can prove that Christ did not rise again we
need not be moved. Above all, the resurrection of Christ is the pledge
of our own. As the grave could not detain the Head, so it shall not
detain the members. Well may we say with Peter, 'Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead '
(1 Pet. i. 3)."-(Ryle's " Expository Thoughts on St. John," pp. 477479.)
" THE responsibility of men being very different in this world, their
rewards and punishment will, in all probability, be very different in
the next. Those who knew not their Lord's will shall be beaten
with few stripes. And those who are faithful in the use of ten talents
shall be made rulers over ten cities."-(Dr. Oharles Bodge.)
We would add that this does not lessen the duration of rewards
and punishment which is eternal in both.cases.-(Editor.)
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ANCIENT THINGS.
" And these are ancient things."-l

CHRONICLES

iv. 22.

YET not so ancient as those precious things which are the delight of
our souls. Let us for a moment recount them, telling them over as
misers count their gold.
The sovereign choice of the Father, by which He elected us unto
eternal life, or ever the earth was, is a matter of vast antiquity, since
no date can be conceived for it by the mind of man. We were chosen
before the foundations of the world.
Everlasting love went with the choice, for it was not a bare act of
Divine will by which we were set apart, but the Divine affections were
concerned. The Father loved us in and from the beginning. Here is a
theme for daily contemplation.
The eternal purpose to redeem us from our foreseen ruin, to cleanse
and sanctify us, and at last to glorify us, was of infinite antiquity, and
runs side by side with immutable love and absolute sovereignty.
The Covenant is always described as being everlasting, and Jesus, the
second Party in it, had His goings forth of old; He struck hands in
sacred suretyship long ere the first of the stars began to shine, and it
was in Him that the elect were ordained unto eternal life. Thus in
the Divine purpose a most blessed Covenant union was established
between the Son of God and His elect people, which will remain as the
foundation of their safety when time shall-be no more. Is it not well .
to be conversant with these ancient things ~ Is it not shameful that
they should be so much neglected and even rej ected by the bulk of
professors ~ If they knew more of their own sin, would they not be
more ready to adore distinguishing grace ~ Let us both admire and
adore to-night, as we sing"A monument of grace,
A sinner saved by blood;
The streams of love I trace
Up to the Fountain, God;
And in His sacred bosom see
Eternal thoughts of love to me."
C. H. Spurgeon's Evening Readings for Feb. 2nd.

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES.
" LET -us search the Scriptures more deeply, and pray over them
more heartily. Too many believers only scratch the surface of
Scripture, and know nothing of digging down into its hid treasures.
Let the Word dwell in us more richly. Let us read our Bibles more
diligently. So doing we shall taste more of joy and peace in believing,
and shall know what it is to be 'continually praising and blessing
God.' "-(" Expository Thoughts on Luke," by Bishop J. C. Ryle,
Vol. 11, p. 528..)
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THE STANDING WORD.
IN t.he year 1897, a good man was sent as Government Chaplain to
a place called Shillong. This was a lovely little station in the hills of
Assam, and Mr. Dav:ies settled down happily to his work among the
British residents. It was in February that he first went to Shillong;
four months later the whole place wa.s completely destroyed by a
terrible earthquake. Mr. Davies, in his book of recollections (A
Chaplain in India), gives a vivid picture of that awful time. He says
it was" the most devastating and destructive earthquake that had
ever been recorded in the history of the country. In Shillong itself
hardly one stone was left upon another." The whole story is deeply
interesting, but it is just one part of it that I want to pass on to you.
The little Church was a beautiful building, well fitted with good
solid furniture. About five o'clock in the afternoon of the fatal
Saturday, the chaplain was going out to have tea with a few friends,
and on the way he stopped to put up a notice on the board in the Church
porch. Then he went on to his friend's house, and it was while they
were chatting over their teacups, that a sudden tremor shook the
house, and the earthquake was upon them. With the floor rocking
beneath them, the party staggered into the open air; scarcely had they
reached the garden when the whole house collapsed behind them.
All around buildings were crashing; and as Mr. Davies rushed off
towards the telegraph office, he glanced up in the direction of the
Church. It was gone! to his horror and amazement there was nothing
left but a heap of stones..
You can well imagine that in all the hurry and terror of the hours
that followed, the chaplain was far too much taken up in helping his
fellow-men to think again about a mere building. But on the Monday
he made his way to the ruined Church, and searched cautiously among
the mass of stones. Practically everything was destroyed-the pulpit
and the reading-desk, the seats and the windows, the Communion
table and the organ;· all were smashed by the collapse of the walls
upon them. There was one thing left standing quite unharmed. It
was the lectern, forced up above the stones, apparently untouched;
and on it lay the big Bible.
The poet spoke of " sermons in stones "; I think you will agree that
there was a sermon in that lectern. And the text of it was this:
" The word of our God shall stand for ever." Isaiah said it by the
Holy Ghost, and Peter quoted it in his firstepistle. It is four hundred
years since a copy of the Bible was placed in. every Church, so
that anybody who chose might read it. That is an instance of the
way in which the written word has endured. Think of all the attacks
that have been made upon the Scriptures. They have survived the·
ravages of time; 'what an eventful history the ancient manuscripts
must have ha.d. They have stood against the persecutions of Rome,

The Gospel Magazine

~71

in spite of her determined efforts to suppress them. They have stood
against the attacks of unbelieving men, who have gloried in their
premature and half-formed. theories of science. For ever His word is
settled in heaven; no earthquake shock can touch it there.
But Isaiah did not mean only that the written Word would always
exist; he meant that the Word of Goa. would always have the same
unfailing power and truth. The promises of God still hold good, and
will stand for ever. It is as true now as when it was first said, that
the Lord is "merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth"; that He is " a holy God, and a jealous God " ;
that He " so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life." The everlasting Covenant still stands, ordered in all things
and sure.
" The word of our God shall stand for ever!" Is it not also grandly
true of the Incarnate Word, Who in the beginning was with God,
Who also Himself was God 1 The " Word of God," He Who was
called " Faithful and True," was also called " King of kings, and Lord
of lords, Who only hath immortality; to whom be honour and power
everlasting. Amen."
DAMARIS.
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
A Bath Friend
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Davies, Mrs. A. M. .. 0 4 0
Anon (per" The Eng-·
Farrington, Mr. F. P.
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Grainger, Pastor R.
030
Browning, Miss A. R. 0 4 0
Pitman, Mr. W. M.
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Bull, Miss E. ..
Popham, Mrs. R.
040
Cousens, Mr. E.
0 4 0
Thankoffering, A
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0 4 0
Cutler, Mr. J. . .
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" THE heathen are not to be judged by a revelation of which they
never heard. But as they enjoy a revelation of the Divine character
in the works of creation (Rom. i. 19, 20), and of the rule of duty in
their own hearts (Rom. ii. 14, 15), they are inexcusable. They can
no more abide the test by which they are to be tried, than we can
stand the application of the severer rule by which we are to be
judged. Both classes, therefore, need a Saviour (Rom. ii. 12).
" Those who sin without a written revelation-although they are
to be judged fairly, and are to be treated far less severely than those
who have enjoyed the light of revelation-are still to perish."-(Dr.
Charles Hodge.)
.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary to sailors writes, " Thank you so much
for continuing the kindness you began when I was at - - , by sending
me another useful parcel of magazines, for which I sincerely thank
you. My wife and self are glad of the change to here, and we find
the work more to our liking here and God is blessing us. Let me
close with renewed thanks for your kindness and sincere hopes that
you may soon find some relief from your sufferings."
Another writes, "Many thanks for your kind thought in sending
me the two parcels of literature for distribution amongst the men.
These will be of untold value to me in my work, and I join you in
prayer that they may be the means of leading many to Christ.
Although you are not able to get out among the men, you are doing
a blessed work in passing on to those who are able to move amongst
the folk the means of blessing. Your indirect work will be rewarded
by the Master."
Another writes, "Very many thanks indeed for your kind letter
and parcel of magazines, which I shall find very useful for distribution
amongst our seafarers, and which they much appreciate. I am also
happy to state that God is blessing our work here, and although we
do not get great numbers at one time, two weeks ago four were led
to the Lord Jesus Christ. I find it is the homely and personal touch
which gets to our sailormen, to prove to them the truest friend. And
now, dear friend, may the God of all comfort and consolation be with
you, and may His richest blessings be upon you. We at this station
will be remembering you in prayer."
A friend writes, " By referring to your kind letter, I find it is about
a month since I received it. Thank you very much for writing so
kindly to me. The good apostle exhorts us to be ready for every
good work and we know not how soon all our opportunities in the
Lord's service may come to an end in this life. May we have a
single eye for the dear Lord's honour and glory and the good of
precious souls. I hope you are still proving the Lord a very present
help in your weakness and affliction. He is mighty in strength and
wisdom, and although friends may fail and pass away, He will never
leave nor forsake you. One dear pilgrim said, 'When friends and
brethren, and helpers fall, on Him alone depend.' Please accept the
enclosed.' ,
Our Mission friends will be thankful to hear that a legacy of £100,
left to the Mission by the late Col. John Midgley, of Eastbourne, has
now been paid to the work. "And again they said Alleluia."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, May 2nd, 1938.
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In flflemoriam.
THE LATE MR. C. T. STARES.
I'

OF DENMEAD FARM, NEAR PORTSMOUTH.
A LETTER reached us on April 21st last, which said, " It is with deep
regret that I write these few lines to let you know that my dear
husband, Charles T. Stares, passed away on March 17th, after very
great suffering. He was a constant reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and had taken it in for nearly forty years, and I would like you to
know how greatly he appreciated the sermons and writings it contained.
For his sake as well as my own, I hope to continue taking it."
Our warm, tender, and Christian sympathy goes out to Mrs. Stares
in this, no doubt the greatest sorrow of her life. May God Himself
.comfort and sustain her.
We rejoice to find farmers as well as those who follow other callings,
amongst our readers, and it is noteworthy that Mr. Stares had been
a subscriber to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for nearly forty years.
In some cases the call Home of a reader causes the subscription
to cease. We are glad it is not so in this case. The devoted widow
values the magazine as well as her husband, and intends, God willing,
to continue her subscription. May the Lord Himself add continually
to the number of subscribers.

~tt1tef,;tant

1Seacon.

ROME AND BIBLE READING.
(FROM The Ohurch of Rome and Its Use of the Word of God, BY THE
REV. W. P. HARES, B.A., HON. CANON OF LAHORE CATHEDR,AL,
pp. 2-5.)
As it was through reading the Bible that people demanded a Reformation
in the Church in the sixteenth century, the Council of Trent took
special precautions in this matter, and in its fourth session ordered
that if anyone without a license presumed to read or keep by him
a translation of the Scriptures, made even by the Catholic writers,
he should not be allowed to receive Absolution unless he should have
given up the book to the Bishop.
By issuing such an order the Council of Trent followed the example
set by previous Councils of the Church of Rome. For example, the
Council of Toulouse (1229), with the Pope's approval decreed, "We
also strictly forbid that laymen should be permitted to possess the
books of the Old and New Testament in the vulgar tongue" (Canon iv).
In 1234 the Council of Tarragona, Provence, also decreed that" No
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one should possess the books of the Old and New Testament in the
Romanic dialect," and that all such Bibles should be delivered to
the Bishops to be burned; in 1246 the Council of Beziers passed
- similar orders.
In 1620 Cardinal Bellarmine wrote: "We maintain that the
Scriptures ought not to be read publicly in the vulgar tongue, nor
allowed to be read indifferently by everybody." Even in this age of
enlightenment and scholarship the Roman Church-that is, her Bishops
and Priests-strongly objects to the laity reading the Bible in their
own tongue.
In the nineteenth century M. Henri Lasserre published a French
translation of the four Gospels, :which received the imprimatur of
the Archbishop of Paris and the special blessing of the Pope. In the
preface he deplores the fact that the Gospel "is very rarely read
even by those who profess to be fervent Catholics, and never at all
by the multitude of the faithful . . . that for a hundred persons who
practise the Sacraments, there is. not a single one who has ever opened
the Gospels." This translation went through twenty-three editions,
and was then suppressed by the Roman authorities. It is reasonable
to suppose that as Mariolatry, the Worship of the Saints, and the
popular teaching about Indulgences and Purgatory could not be
found in the four Gospels,. the translation was suppressed lest the
readers should begin to ask inconvenient questions about the unscriptural teaching of their priests.
Cardinal Newman, denouncing such translations, wrote: "The
translated Bible is the stronghold of heresy." The Rev. T. Hurley,
an Irish Priest, states the present-day rule of the Roman Church in
this matter as follows: "All translations made in vernacular languages
by non-Catholics and especially those made by Bible Societies, are
strictly forbidden." He asks: "Are translations in the vernacular
of portions of the sacred Scriptures freely allowed?" and replies:
" No; for experience teaches that from such an indiscriminate use
more harm than good would be caused. What if the translations
had been made by Catholics? They would be fm'bidden, even though
made by Catholics" (Commentary on the Present Index Legislation, by
the Rev. T. Hurley, D.D., Dublin, 1907).
The Roman Church bitterly opposes the work of the Bible Societies.
Pius VII (1816) issued a Bull against them, in which he characterized
their work of circulating the Scriptures as " a crafty device, by which
the very foundations of religion are undermined; a pestilence which
must be remedied and abolished, a defilement of the Faith, eminently
dangerous to souls." Pius IX, in an Encyclical Letter issued in 1849,
wrote: "It is contrary to the rules of the Church . . . to distribute
the Scriptures . . . in the vulgar tongue." In 1824 Leo XII published
an Encyclical urging the Bishops to warn the faithful against the
activities of the British and Foreign Bible Society. From this it
appears that the religion of Roman Catholics is not based on the
Scriptures, hence their dread of the widespread circulation and reading
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'Of the Divine Word. In 1919 Cardinal Merry del Val wrote that
" Those who wish to read the Holy Scriptures to people without any
safeguards are also upholders of free thinking, than which there is
nothing more absurd or harmful," and then he placed all editions of
Bibles translate~ or printed by Protestants on the Index of Prohibited
books which Roman Catholics may not read.
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THE BABINGTON PLOT AND MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS, A.D. 1586. By
Albert Close. Pp. 67. Price 6d., postage Id. (Protestant Truth
Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
The Protestant Truth Society is doing a valuable work in issuing
so many copies of " Our Sixpenny Library," setting forth Protestant
Truth in so many of its aspects.
Mr. Albert Close says the Babington Plot" was probably the greatest
of the many plots of the Pope and the Jesuits during Queen Elizabeth's
and James 1's reigns, to bring about the downfall of England and the
overthrow of the Reformation in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and
to place Mary Queen of Scots on the throne of England." It was
designed "to kill Queen Elizabeth, shoot down the Prime Minister
and Cabinet, seize the Tower of London, release the Earl of Arundel,
and place Mary Queen of Scots on the throne of England.' , We are
informed that Mr. Close's "researches of the Vatican and Spanish
state papers (now in our Public Record Office) makes his historical
writings of immense utility."
Reaching us; as we go to press, we are obliged to be content with
this brief notice of what we believe to be a valuable historical pamphlet.
There is great need in these days of realizing the true character of the
Church of Rome.
.
BEHOLDING HIS GLORY. By George J. Carr. Pp. 16. Price Id.;
postage id. One dozen copies Is. 2d. post free. (Mr. G. J. Carr,
7, Blenheim Place, Brighton, Sussex.)
This is the second edition of this booklet. The first edition was
issued some years ago, and pressure was brought to bear on the author
to issue another edition. This shows how much it was appreciated.
The booklet contains much precious truth. The author says, " All,
not some, but all spiritual blessings are treasured up in Christ, and the
source of every blessing we possess is the pure grace of God."
" God Himself sees us where lIe is, for we are as Christ is, and not
only in Him, but one with Him." "God's people were never, in the
purpose of God, out of Christ. He always saw the Church, which is
His Body, in Christ."

'"
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ROMANISM COMPLETELY AT VARIANCE WITH THE BIBLE. By the Rev.
James Gardner, M.A., M.D. Pp. 20. Price 2ld., post free.
(Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.CA.)
This is a very valuable pamphlet. The author places in parallel
columns thirty of the leading errors of the Church of Rome and the
contrary teaching of the Bible. The teaching of the Church of Rome
is given in its own authoritative documents and the quotations given
are most valuable as showing in brief form how very far from Bible
truth the Church of Rome has wandered.

THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE. By the late Bishop J. C. Ryle.
Pp. 12. Price 2d.; by post 2ld. (A. B. R., 22, Hillboro' Road,
Luton, Beds. Also Mr. 1\. F. Rowell, Ropsley, Grantham, England.) In view of the commemoration of the setting up of the Bible in the
parish churches, four hundred years ago, one of our esteemed readers
has issued another edition of Bishop Ryle's very excellent article on
The Inspiration of the Bible. We have much pleasure in recommending
our readers to purchase copies of this pamphlet and to circulate them
broadcast. Bishop Ryle is splendidly true to the Bible doctrine of
inspira.tion. Here is a booklet which can be unreservedly recommended.
THE BIBLE AND THE REFORMATION. By The Rev. F. G. Llewellin,
B.D., D.Litt. Pp. 55. Price 6d.; postage Id. (Protestant
Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.CA.)
This is a very excellent pamphlet, and it is specially suitable for the
year which commemorates the Reformation and the setting up in our
churches of a copy of the sacred Scriptures. The pamphlet consists of
seven chapters entitled: "The Dawn of the Reformation," "The
Reformation and the Church," "The Bible in the Early Church,"
" The Text of the New Testament," " The Reformers and the Bible,"
" From the Authorized Version to the Revised," and" The Bible as a
Devotional Guide." In brief compass the author has collected a mass
of historical facts, and a large amount of valuable reading matter.

" He always answered all his letters the day he received them." This
was said of the late Bishop Taylor Smith. Such a habit as this might
well be followed by all Christian people. There may be times when
real difficulties may prevent letters being answered at once, but
usually where there is the will letters can be answered punctually.
Many Christians fail to realize that avoidable failure in answering
letters is a want of brotherly love, and therefore it is sin.

