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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OOBINTHUNS i. 4.

THE TIME AND PLACE OF CHRIST'S SESSION.

" When He had by Himself purged our sins, (He) sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high."-HEBREWS i. 3.

i
1-

THE opening verses of this chapter tell us that whereas GOD" spake
ID time past unto the fathers by the prophets," He " hath in these
last days spoken unto us by His SON." He, too, was a Prophet,
and He spake the words of GOD.. His dignity, however, was
immeasurably greater than that of the Old Testament prophets.
He was the Maker of all things, and He is the Heir of all things and
the Upholder of all things (see verses 2, 3).
.
He, being GOD, is the Object of angelic worship. His throne is
eternal. His sceptre is a "sceptre of righteousness."
He laid the foundation of the earth. The heavens are the works
of His hands. They shall perish, but He remains (see Heb. i. 1-13).
He it is Who purged away the sins of His people and Who then
"sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high." Let us
consider Him " the Apostle and High Priest of our profession," as
He is set forth in this verse.
r. First, let us consider the time when He took His seat at the right
hand of GOD.
1. It was evidently after His incarnation. Before He could purge
away sin He must needs become incarnate. "Forasmuch then
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself
likewise took part of the same; that through death He might
destroy (bring to naught) him that had the power of death, that is
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the devil; .and deliver them who through fear of death were all
their lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15).
He could not die unless He became incarnate, and He could not
purge away sin unless He died the Just for the unjust. Hence His
exaltation to heaven in human form must needs be preceded by His
becomingfiesh. Accordingly this Epistle speaks of His humanity
as well as of His Deity. It tells us He can be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities, having been in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without-sin. It tells us of His offering up " prayers and
supplications with ;trong crying and tears unto Him that was able
to save Him from death" (Heb. iv. 15; v. 7). All this points
to His experience during His incarnate life on earth. Thus before
His exaltation He was found in fashion as a man and "humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross" (Phil. ii. 8). .
In our own experience it often happens that ". before honour is
l).umility."
2. Secondly, notice that our L~rd's session in heaven at the right
hand of GOD was after He had purged our sins.
"When He had by Himself purged our sins, (He) sat down on
the right hand of the Majesty on high." More literally the words
D:J.ay be translated, "When He had made purification of sins (He),
sat down," etc. By His sacrifice on the cross He paid the penalty
of sin, and so put it away, cleansed it away, so that it is no longer
imputed to His people. "He made a purification of sins." These,
we need to notice, were not His Own sins. The Epistle clearly
teaches that He Himself was sinless. He was" holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners." Hence He could offer Himself
" without spot to GOD" (Heb. iv. 15; vii. 26; ix. 14).
For the sins of His people He made purification. He was " 3:
merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to GOD, to
make propitiation for the sins of the people" (Heb. ii. 17).
The word "propitiation" means appeasement, that which
pacifies, satisfies. OHRIST by His death pacified the judicial wrath
of GOD against the sinner. He satisfied the Divine law by obeying
its precepts which His people had failed to obey, and He also
satisfied the law by enduring its penalty which His people could
never have exhaustively endured.
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He needed not to offer a sacrifice first for His Own.sins, because
He had no sins. His sacrifice therefore had reference only to His
people's sins, and this sacrifice He offered up once, "when He
offered up Himself" (Heb. vii. 27). By this sacrifice He "put
away sin" (Heb. ix. 26). When offering this sacrifice He "bare
the sins of many," i.e., bare the penalty of the sins of many (Heb.
ix. 28).
" Mter He had offered One sacrifice for sins for ever, (He) sat
down on the right hand of GOD" (Heb. x. 12).
Thus He cleansed away by His atoning blood all the sins of His
people. He satisfied the claims of Divine law in their stead by
obeying its precepts and suffering its penalty, and He did this once
for all. He was "once offered." He" offered one sacrifice for
sins forever" and" by One offering He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 14).
It was when He had finished this great work as the holy Substitute
and Surety of His people that He sat down on the right hand of
GOD. He had come to give His life a ransom for many, and He
set His face like a flint to accomplish His gracious purpose.
Undaunted by the hatred and malice of the world He went forward
to Gethsemane and to the cross to cleanse away His people's sins.
The FATHER laid them upon Him, and He did not rest till He had
put them away.
The tri~phant cry just before He voluntarily yielded up His
spirit, "It is finished," indicated for all time that He had indeed
once for all and for ever cleansed away His people's sins. His
blood, "the blood of JESUS CHRIST GOD'S SON cleanseth us
(believers) from all sin" (1 John i. 7). On the ground of His blood·
shedding the FATHER is faithful and just to forgive His bel~eving
people and to" cleanse them from all unrighteousness " (1 John i. 9).
Now, notice that when He had really redeemed His people from
the curse of the law, He sat down on the right hand of GOD. Thus
His presence on the right hand of GOD in heaven assures us that
He has finished for ever the work of redemption. His FATHER has
welcomed Him back to glory as the REDEEMER of His people, and
His believing people can rest satisfied that their sins are for ever put
away and will be remembered no more against them (see Heb. x.
17:-22).

234

The Gospel Magazine

H. Seoondly, let us notioe the place of His session at the right hand

of GOD.
1. It was a place to which He was Divinely appointed.
His FATHER had said to Him, "Sit Thou at My right hand, until
I make Thine enemies Thy footstool" (Ps. ex. 1).
That place was designed for Him only. "To which of the angels
said He at any time, Sit on My right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool ~ " (Heb. i. 13). To none of them did GOD
say these words. That position was never intended for any angelic
being. It was reserved only for the incarnate SON of GOD. The
FATHER intended and purposed that when His eternal and wellbeloved SON had humbled Himself and become obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross, then He would highly exalt Him
and give Him a name which is above every name, and " that every
tongue should confess that JESUS OHRIST is LORD, to the glory of
GOD the FATHER" (Phi!. ii. 8-11).
"The highest place that heaven affords
Is His, is His by right,
The KING of kings, and LORD of lords,
And heaven's eternal light."
Is it not a joy to His people to know that the FATHER hath thus
exalted Him ?
2. It is a place of highest honour.
"We have such an high PRIEST, Who is set on the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens" (Heb. viii. 1).
There is no higher place in the universe. There, He Who was
" a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief," Who was despised
and rejected of men, mocked, scourged, spat upon and crucified,
occupies the most honourable place in the whole universe. He
honoured His FATHER as His incarnate SON, and His FATHER
has honoured Him.
We are not worthy to be mentioned along with the eternal and
well-beloved SON of GOD. Yet we are members of His body, and
representatively we are seated with Him in heavenly places, and the
FATHER says, "Them that honour Me I will honour" (1 Sam. ii. 30).
Hence, absolutely unworthy though we are, we can look forward to
the time, when where He is, there shall we be also. All the bloodbought ones are to be for ever with the LORD Who redeemed them.
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" They suffer with their LORD below,
They reign with Him above;
Their profit and their joy to know
The mystery of His love."
3. It is a place of supreme Kingly authority.
The FATHER" raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His
Own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality,
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:
and hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the
head over all things to the Church, which is His body, the fulness
of Him that filleth all in all " (Ephes. i. 20-23).
What a contrast to the time of His humiliation! All power in
heaven and in earth belongs to Him. He" is gone into heaven,
and is on the right hand of GOD; angels and authorities and powers
being made subject unto Him" (1 Pet. ill. 22). All angelic beings,
fallen and unfallen, and all human beings, however highly exalted
or however lowly their position, are subject unto Him. "By
Him all things consist." He is the Upholder of all things. From
this exalted position He dispenses to His people all the blessings
of redemption. (See Acts ii. 33; v. 31.) And it is this highly
exalted, Kingly and Omnipotent SAVIOUR Who says to His people,
"Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."
Do we sufficiently grasp this truth? Do we not need to realize
more that He Who sits on the throne of the universe, and Whose
power is unlimited, and Whose love is abiding, He it is Who says
He is with all His people always?
4. It is a place of Priestly intercession.
His great exaltation has not led Him to abandon all thought of
His people. He knoweth them that are His, and is ever mindful
of them. He" is even at the right hand of GOD, Who also maketh
intercession for us" (Rom. viii. 34). He now appears "in the
presence of GOD for us" (Heb. ix. 24).
Think of that. He has each one of His people in mind, and
thinks of them amid the glories of heaven. "He ever liveth to
make intercession for them," and" He is able also to save them
to the uttermost that come unto GOD by Him" (Heb. vii. 25).
What encouragement this is to the comers unto GOD. He is their
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abiding Intercessor, their sympathetic Intercessor, and their
prevailing Intercessor.. (See John xiv. 13, 14.)
5. It is the place of joy.
" For the joy that was set before Him" He " endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of GOD " (Heb. xii. 2).
There was the joy of entering upon the glory which He had with
His FATHER before the world was. This was in His mind on the
night of His betrayal. (See John xvii. 5.)
In human form He entered upon this glory at His Ascension.
In human form He would then be with His FATHER in Whose
presence is fulness of joy, and at Whose right hand there are
pleasures for evermore (Ps. xvi. 11).
There is the joy of expecting the time when His FATHER will
make His enemies His footstool and they will all be overthrown.
This expectation occupies His mind now. He" sat down on the
right hand of GOD; from henceforth expecting till His enemies be
made His footstool" (Heb. x. 12, 13).
Then there is the immense joy which will fill His heart when His
people are presented faultless "before the presence of His glory
with exceeding joy" (Jude 24).
In view of that day His people can more or less" rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory." When His glory shall be
revealed they will be glad with exceeding joy (1 Pet. i. 8, 9; iv. 13).
Thus He of Whose exaltation we have been thinking has put
away the sins of His people, He ever lives to make intercession for
them, and though on the throne He is with them always. To
have His constant companionship is indeed no small matter. It
means that their LORD is with them Who bought them with His
blood and to Whom they are precious.
It means the abiding companionship of One Who loves them and
Who 'tenderly sympathizes with them. '
It means the presence of One Who has unlimited power to help
them arid inexhaustible wisdom to guide them. Wherefore comfort
.
one another with these truths.
THE EDITOR
.. :Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Btoke Ferry, King's'Lynn.
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AIR RAIDS AND SHELTERS.
III.-A LOCAL AIR RAID.
" Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone
and fire from the Lord out of heaven,. and He overthrew those
cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and
that which grew upon the ground."-GENEsIs xix. 24, 25.

OUR second article in the series we are now writing was entitled " A
World-wide Air Raid." It affected the whole world. God brought
in "the flood upon the world of the ungodly." For nearly six
weeks the air was raided or invaded by water. We are now about
to write on " A Local Air Raid," a raid confined to one district or
locality, and the air in this case was raided or invaded by " brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven." The locality where
it took place was in the eastern part of Palestine, in the plain
of Jordan. There the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah had been
built. It was there that Lot, the nephew of Abraham, resided.
These cities were totally destroyed, and all the people who
dwelt in them with the exception of Lot and his two daughters.
All the produce of the land was also destroyed. When Abraham
looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of
, the plain, " 10, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a
furnace" (Gen. xix. 28).
It was a terrible catastrophe, and Abraham must have stood in
awe before God as he realized that it was the Lord Himself Who
rained "brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven." It
was a supernatural visitation of Divine judgment and causes us
to say of Him Who sent it, "Verily He is a God that judgeth the
earth" (Ps. lviii. 11).
1. The question arises, what was the cause of this terrible air raid?
The Bible answer is that it was due to sin. The flood in Noah's
time had not eradicated sin from the human heart. Shem, Ham,
and Japlieth were'the three sons of Noah. In their old nature
there dwelt no good thing. "Of them was the whole earth overspread" (Gen. ix. 19), 'and all their progeny were shapen in iniquity
and con:ceiv~d in sin, and apart from the powerful restraints of
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Divine grace sin is sure to abound. Hence we read, " The men of
Sodom were wicked· and sinners before the Lord exceedingly"
. (Gen. xiii. 13). Yet Lot, a righteous man, pitched his tent toward
Sodom, and later took up his abode in Sodom. What terrible
sorrows his failure to walk in holy separation from the world
brought upon him. What a warning his case is to worldly Christians
to-day. Speaking of Sodom and Gomorrah the Lord said, "Their
sin is very grievous" (Gen. xviii. 20). The sequel shows that
there were not ten righteous persons in Sodom.
Our Lord teaches that their minds were wholly centred on
earthly things. "They did eat, they drank, they bought, they
sold, they planted, they builded." Eating and drinking, buying
and selling, planting and building occupied all their thoughts.
They had no hope of a future heaven, and so they tried to make
earth into a sort of heaven by satisfying their carnal appetites.
The great majority of people to-day are following their evil
example. The whole aim of earthly governments seems to be
to ameliorate the temporal circumstances of the masses. Better
houses, better sanitation, better education, better conditions of
employment seem to be thought the only way to bring happiness
to the many. Though these things are good in themselves they
are not the chief good. They do not deal with human sin and
human rebellion against God. They do not deliver from sin's
penalty and they do not secure an entrance into heaven.
The multitude supply themselves with bicycles, motor cars, and
the wireless. They purchase the daily paper. They flock to
theatres, the ballroom, and the cinema. Their affections are wholly
set on earthly things, and "there is no fear of God before their
eyes." The result is that even places where the pure Word of God
is preached are now very largely empty.
Our Lord goes on to say, "The same day that Lot went out of
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed
them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man
is revealed" (Luke xvii. 28-30).
Thus things are much the same now as then. Solemn thought
indeed!
Peter describes the sins of these cities with the words, "the
filthy conversation of the wicked," and he speaks of "their
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unlawful deeds," and he speaks of the judgment which came upon
them in the words, "turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
into ashes" so that they were " condemned with an overthrow"
(2 Pet. ii. 6-8).
The prophet Ezekiel has something to say about the sins of
these cities. The Lord says through the prophet, "Behold, this
was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and
abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did
she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And they were
haughty, and committed abomination before Me: therefore I took
them away as I saw good" (Ezek. xvi. 49, 50).
They were evidently abundantly prosperous in regard to earthly
things, but along with their prosperity the Divine Author of their
temporal mercies was forgotten and His commandments wholly
ignored. Thus sin abounded, and sin, SIN, SIN was the cause of
the terrible invasion of the air by bri.mStone and fire from the
Lord out of heaven, by which they were destroyed. They had
learnt nothing and profited nothing by the war recorded in the
fourteenth chapter of Genesis.
The very day that judgment came upon them God made His
sun to shine upon them, but God was not in their thoughts, He
was excluded from their minds. (See Gen. xix. 23.)
Has the record of the sins of these cities of the plain nothing to
say to us ? We, as a nation, have been exalted to heaven with
spiritual privileges, yet national, ecclesiastical, and personal sins
abound. Will it be any wonder if God visits us with His sore
judgments?
We have profited nothing spiritually by the great world war.
Pleasure seeking, gambling, and Sabbath desecration abound.
Error and worldliness abound in the Churches, and the God Who
giveth to us life, and breath, and all things, is very largely forgotten. Oh, that we realized our sins and humbled ourselves before
God!
2. Secondly, notice the character and extent of this air raid.
As we have before noticed it was an invasion of the air by brimstone and fire. "The Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven."
No one can say how this was done. It is sufficient to say that
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it was a supernatural di'lplay of Divine judgment upon cities
whose sin was very grievous in God's sight.
Our Lord was content to relate the fact as recorded by inspiration in Genesis without attempting any explanation. He says,
"The same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all" (Luke xvii. 29).
Men may think that we are very simple and credulous to believe
such a record, but if the Son of God, by Whose Spirit the record
was inspired, believed it, we are in good company if we believe it
too. The Apostle Peter says that God" turned the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah into ashes," and" condemned them with an overthrow" (2 Pet. ii. 6).
Not by an enemy air raid but by a stroke of Divine judgment
were these cities and their inhabitants destroyed. No human air
raid precautions are of any avail when God arises to visit judgment
Upon a nation, a city, or an individual.
" Brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven" came upon
these wicked cities, " and, 10, the smoke of the country went up as
the smoke of a furnace." Thinkest thou, 0 unrepentant sinner,
"that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?" Nay, except
thou repent, and hide thyself in Christ, the Divinely provided
shelter, thou, too, shalt likewise perish.
No merely partial damage resulted frpm this air raid. The
cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and
that which grew upon the ground were all Divinely overthrown.
No one escaped except Lot and his two daughters. "Even thus
shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed." He will
be " revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of His power; when He shall come to be glorified in His
saints, and to be admired in all them that believe" (2 Thess. i. 7-10).
What an infinite mercy if " when His glory shall be revealed"
we are amongst His sanctified and justified people.
3. Thirdly, think ofthe warnings and deliverance from this terrible
air raid.
Sodom itself might be said to have been warned by the disastrous
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war recorded in the fourteenth chapter of Geuesis.But its people
learned nothing by that judgment which God brought upon them.
Ahraham was warned about this air raid and he humbled himself
before God in prayer. He thought of the possibility of many
righteous persons being destroyed with the wicked, and he prayed
very perseveringly on their behalf. God graciously heard his
prayer, and " God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the
midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in the which
Lot dwelt" (Gen. xix. 29). What an encouragement to God's
praying people!
Lot's "sons-in-law, which married his daughters," were also
warned. Lot's words of warning, however, were treated as mere
mockery. They did not believe the message of coming judgment.
But how awfully sad that Lot, a righteous wan, had allowed his
daughters to marry such men.
What a warning this case is to godly parents who are more concerned that their children should marry well, as it is called, than
they are for the eternal salvation of their children's souls. How
terribly sad that even godly parents are often worldly in their
plans and arrangements concerning their children. How awful
must it have been to righteous Lot" to know that his married
daughters perished in" the overthrow of Sodom. What will it
profit if children are married well and prosper in regard to worldly
and earthly things, and lose their own souls? Here is a solemn
warning for godly parents.
"
Lot's own wife~as warned. She was told to look :r;tot behind
her, nor stay in all the plain, but she failed to heed the warning:
"His wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar
of salt" (Gen. xix. 17, 26).
Our Lord teaches us "that her case ill intended to be a warning
to us. He says, "Remember Lot's wife" (Luke xvii. 32).
Lot himself was warned, but even he lingered and hesitated.
Only Divine power, mercy, forbearance, and grace saved him
and his two daughters. Lot's deliverance was Divinely arrranged,
mercifully arranged, and effectually arranged. For his sake a
little city near at hand was spared.
Then we read, "The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot
entered into Zoar. 'Then' (whe:r;t Lot was safe) the Lord rained
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upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the
Lord out of heaven." Thus as the Apostle Peter says, "The
. Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished"
(2 Pet. n. 9).
Christ is God's Divinely and graciously prepared city of refuge
for all who long to be delivered from the wrath to come. No
spark of judgment will fall on those who have fled to Him for
refuge. "The Name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous
runneth into it, and is safe" (Prov. xviii. 10).
THE EDITOR.

THE ROMISH MOVEMENT AND RE-UNION.
" I HOLD, for one, that this Romish movement ought to be steadily
and firmly resisted. Notwithstanding the rank, the learning, and the
devotedness of some of its advocates, I regard it as a most mischievol1!l,
soul-ruining, and unscriptural movement. To· say that re-union with
Rome would be an insult to our martyred reformers is a very light
thing; it is far more than this: it would be a sin and an offence
against God! Rather than be re-united with the idolatrous Church
of Rome, I would willingly see my own beloved Church perish and go
to pieces. Rather than become popish once more, she had better die !
Unity in the abstract is no doubt an excellent thing: but unity
without truth is. useless. Peace and uniformity are beautiful and
valuable but peace without the Gospel-peace based on a common
Episcopacy, and not on a common faith-is a worthless peace, not
deserving of the name. When Rome has repealed the decrees of
Trent, and her additions to the Creed-when Rome has recanted her
false and unscriptural doctrines-when Rome has formally renounced
image-worship, Mary-worship, and transubstantiation-then, and not
till then, it will be time to talk of re-union with her. Till then there
is a gulf between us which cannot be honestly bridged. Till then I
call on all churchmen to resist to the death this idea of re-union with
Rome. Till then let our watchwords be, ' No peace with Rome! No
communion with idolaters! '
" Well says the admirable Bishop Jewell, in his Apology, ' We do not
decline concord and peace with men; but we will not continue in a
state of war with God that we might have peace with men! If the
Pope does indeed desire we should be reconciled to him, he ought first
to reconcile himself to God.' This witness is true. Well would it be
for the Church of England if all her bishops had been like J ewell ! ""Knots Untied," by Bishop J. O. Ryle, chapter on " Idolatry."
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lltlgrtm llaperfJ.
WELLSPRINGS.
" A man's heart demseth his way,. but the Lord directeth his steps."PROVERBS xvi. 9.
YES, how truly we plan and think out and devise our goings from
day to day, finding those" many devices" in our hearts to follow up,
whilst in mercy-the God of our life is above all, and" His counsel
shall stand" to our present comfort, and His ultimate glory. It is
true that in our daily walk, calling, and occupation, in measure, every
one of us is obliged to devise our way in the path of life and duty.
Yet amidst it all, and above it all, the children of God who seek to
walk closely with God and fear to take a step apart from Him, find
to the sweet comfort and quickening of their spirits that He, their
Father, Guide, Counsellor, and Friend, is so near and ready to undertake for them, actuate, and control, that it is a holy, happy, and thricesacred walk with God, and brings the sweet assurance that He is
lJ,bove all their restless will and anxiousplannings and thoughts, and
is working out His own bright designs and directing and controlling
their steps; and all in Il).ercy and love to their well-being. How much
there is, too, in His prevenient mercy. For often, whilst as the hymn
writer mourned :"He crossed the fair designs I schemed,
Blasted my gourds and laid me low,"

it is afterward proved in the soul's grateful experience, it was His
preventing with the blessing of His goodness, though it went contrary
to our plans and hopes.
Oh! to wait on and wait humbly and patiently upon our God and
for His will and way to be made plain. When we read the history
of Israel of old we see the perfection of God's end concerning themin all those varied dealings, circuitous leadings, and keeping them
wandering in the wilderness those forty years. Was it not that they
should afterward remember how" He humbled thee, and suffered thee
to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither
did thy fathers know, that He might make thee know that man doth
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of the Lord doth man live"? (Deut. viii. 3).
And when we think of Moses sent to the backside of the desert just
when he thought he was raised up to be Israel's deliverer from their
oppressing enemy, what lessons he was doubtless called there to learn
in his solitude. What preparations of heart from the Lord were given
him there in that waiting time.
Joseph, too, in prison, but learning meanwhile as " the word of the
Lord tried him," to wait with humble heart the Lord's time of deliverance, though long delayed and faith solely tried, when the decreed
hour came, and the circumstances falling in with it, the Lord's dear
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servant then proved after humiliation, exaltation III and by his
God.
Oh ! beloved, seek the grace of faith in increasing resolve never to
lose sight of the sovereignty of God. It is a sweet and solid resting
place; and brings wondrous peace to the soul. Amidst all the chaotic
confusion of the world to-day, it is a blessed exercise to turn to the
second Psalm and read it over and over again and see by faith God's
King set upon His holy hill of Zion and carrying out His firm decrees
and bringing mighty things to pass. "The counsel of the Lord that
shall stand."
.
The godly Puritan Watson (1662) wrote, "Providence is the hand
that turns all the wheels in the universe; it is the pilot who steers
the ship of the creation. Providences are sometimes dark; often
difficult to decipher; God often writes in shorthand. His providences
are often secret, but always wise."
It is your and my mercy, beloved, that our God reigneth. He
ruleth on high. He ruleth over the inhabitants of the earth, and" none
lian stay His hand nor say unto Him what doest Thou." He deals
with us " frail children of dust and feeble as frail," to make us learn
our helplessness and entire dependence upon Him and His loving,
right, and perfect wisdom to do with His own as He will. He may
see fit suddenly to remove from you the light of your eyes, the one
upon whom you leaned, and whose life was bound up in your life in
unutterable sweetness of union of heart and spirit before Him as
" heirs together Of the grace of life." Or He may come to your family
circle and SUddenly pluck the sweetest and choicest flower of the
flock there. And if He gives you, with torn and anguished hearts,
to be still and question not His perfect right and wisdom, blessed are
you, and be it yours to glorify the Lord Who gave and hath taken,
whilst" afterward" the peaceable fruits of righteousness may be seen
as sown in the day of adversity and redounding to His eternal glory.
And think whatever your loss is, whatever He calls you to yield up,
you have Him, the faithful Promiser Who has said, " I will never leave
thee."
"He never takes away our all,
Himself He leaves us still."

But our subject is a vast one. It concerns the life of every child
of God in particular. It concerns nations, kings, rulers, and potentates.
It concerns the castle to the cottage, and His eye seeth every living
thing, and has declared for your and my mercy that not a sparrow
falleth to the ground without the knowledge of our heavenly Father.
How sweetly this thought stays us upon the infinite mercy of our
God and 'upon His omnipotence and His loving care for each one of
us. But there it is. No chance, no accident, no overlooking anyone
of His blood-bought children; no unmindfulness and no forgetfulness
of the smallest of their needs, and the very things he refuses us; or
in the way He sees fit to cross our inclinations in disguised mercy.
" A man's heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth his steps."
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Our text eminently declares the providence of our-God in the lives
of His people. It is a very common saying, and we may have it
constantly in our hearing though lightly expressed, -"That was a
providence," and" Oh, what a providence!?' But, beloved, you and
I have been taught in the school of grace to be familiar with the truth
that our God decrees the little as well as the great things of our lives
iil His providential will; and as the Jehovah-Jireh otour lives, He
ever lives to rule and work for His people; to succour and deliver
them; to lead and guide them; uphold and preserve them; and
His Divine foreknowledge is set over against all our need and what
will be best granted or denied us. Oh! what a comfortable joy it is
to be enabled to rest in the hand of a precious Mediator and to feel
His hand with us in our daily goings! Just recently I was relating to a humble servant of God a wonderful
and providential dealing with an exercised servant of His, and how
as by a miracle- a future home was foUIid for her and in a most unexpected
and unthought-of way. The simple hearted Christian _woman's face
lighted up as, after listening, she replied in warmth and fervour, "He
always does it," as though there could be no question about our JehovahJireh. It reminds me, too, of a beloved relation, who-some little time
ago was treading a very anxious path and was so desirous of not
running before the Lord, and of leaving to-His sovereign sway to choose
and command his future steps and lot in life. Of this he-must have
been opening his heart to an aged saint;' who replied with all the holy
confidence of one who had long proved his faithful God, " He'll do it."
And that He had done it is now the happy and grateful- proven experienceof my beloved relation. Oh! beloved reader, watch thy providences! Be ever- on the look out for that hand behind thy wheel of
life, and keep the eye of faith fixed upon the throne from whence:
" In heaven and earth and sky and seas,
He executes His firm decrees.
And by His saints it stands confessed
Tha.t what He does is ever best."

I know not how the children of God rest otherwise than there. It
is a sweet, solid, and comfortable resting place. It quiets the chafed
and questioning spirit, and it glorifies the God of all our salvation.
"Do not suppose," wrote the immortal Toplady to a friend who
had met with an accident, " that God is less your friend than He was
because it was His pleasure that you should break your leg. . . . Do
not think that His angels were off their watch, or slept upon their
posts, because they did not so bear you up in their hands as to prevent
the calamity under which you labour. They were all attention at
the very time, and your fall with its effects was an event which their
God and yours gave them express commission not to hinder."
You and I have often proved, beloved reader, how" behind a frowning providence He hides a smiling face," although He has gone about
in a way mysterious to our finite minds to bring us some wonderful
mercy and deliverance after, it may be, long and weary waiting. He
17
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is ever the same and of one mind Who has said, " I am the Lord, that
teacheth thee to profit." And in their right minds His children rejoice
that all their times are in His hands; all their steps Divinely ordered
when under His control and will, and they are brought to that place
of utter renouncement of self and dependence upon Him, and they
cry, "Lord, help me." All self-choice abandoned; a will, not your
own, but His, and a quiet confidence, and as a poor, needy, helpless
and oppressed child, you have cast yourself upon His mercy, crying,
"Lord, undertake for me." I would not, dare not choose my lot.
Give me grace to cease from all my plannings and devising and anxious
thoughts as to the future. Then your gracious Jehovah-Jireh steps
in and reminds you, " The Lord will hold thee by thy right hand"
and be your God Who directeth your steps.
Oh! the blessed rest and safety when He is owned as our God, our
Leader and Guide! And then it would seem that our text upon which
we have been meditating is turned about another way and the happy
soul delighting itself in the Lord's goodness, resting from all its own
devices and watching the Lord's compassionate guidance and direction,
says with David, " The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord
and he delighteth in his way" (Ps. xxxvii. 23).
When the Interpreter would send Christian on his journey after all
he had shown him to warn and instruct him, he bids him depart with
these words, "The Comforter be always with thee, good Christian,
to guide thee into the way that leads to the City."
And you and I, fellow-believer, under covert of that gracious promise
(Ps. xxxii. 8) are and will be well sustained, preserved, and upheld
throughout all our pilgrimage by the Divine Instructor, Teacher,
Guide, and Comforter, and in the realms of glory hereafter, when looking
back upon all life's chequered history in His light we shall" bless the
hand that guided and the heart that planned," and justify the Lord
God of our journey through life, for every act and dealing which at
the time was so mysterious and trying to flesh. He is the Sovereign
Ruler of His people's lives, and that in indisputable mercy.
" No cross or bliss, no loss or gain,
No health, or sickness, ease or pain,
Can give themselves a birth ;
The Lord so rules by His command,
Nor good nor ill can stir a hand,
Unless He sends them forth.
" Since Thou so kind and watchful art,
To keep my head, protect my heart,
And guard my very hair.
Teach me with child-like mind to sit,
And sing at my dear Saviour's feet,
Without distrust or fear."

I had closed this little meditation on Divine Providences when I
was led to take up a favOl,lIite author of mine. And my attention
was drawn to these lines. "He punishes the evil doers, and repays,
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by providence, into their lap, the mischiefs they do, or intend to do,
to them that fear Him. Pharaoh, Sennacherib, and both the Julians,
and innumerable more, are the lasting monuments of His retribution.
Many a heavy blow hath Providence given to the enemies of Christ
from which they were never able to recover. Christ rules, and that
with a rod of iron in the midst of His enemies (Ps. cx. 2).
And lastly: He rewards by providence the services done to Him
and His people. Out of this treasury of providence God repays ofttimes them that serve Him and that with a hundredfold reward in
this life (Matt. xix. 29). This active, vigilant providence hath its
eye upon all the wants, straits, and troubles of the creatures; but
especially upon such as religion brings us into. What huge volumes
of experiences might the people of God write upon this subject! And
what a pleasant history would it be, to read the strange; constant,
wonderful, and unexpected actings of providence, for them that have
left themselves to its care! " (John Flavel, 1671).
May you and I, beloved, seek increasingly the grace and faith that
reposes wholly and confidently upon our God, Whose ways for us are
perfect, and Who directeth our every step, and delighteth in our way
when it is in accordance with His mind and will; and overruleth and
performeth all things for us in His infinite wisdom and unerring love.
" Leave to the world in their cold vocabulary in the hour of adversity,
to speak of 'Providence,' 'the will of Providence,' 'the stroke of
Providence.' Providence. What is that 1
"Why dethrone a living, directing God from the sovereignty of His
own earth 1 Why substitute an inanimate death-like abstraction in
place of an acting, controlling, personal Jehovah 1
" How it would take the sting from many a goading trial, to see what
Job saw (in his hour of aggravated woe when every earthly hope lay
prostrate at his feet), no hand but the Divine. He saw that hand behind
the gleaming swords of the Sabeans-he saw it behind the lightning
flash-he saw it giving wings to the careering tempest-he saw it in
the awful silence of his rifled home.
.
" , The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the
name of the Lord.'
"Thus seeing God in everything, his faith reached its climax when
this once-powerful prince of the desert, seated on his bed of ashes,
could say, ' Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him. ' " (Macduff).
R.

l-

"You never yet sought God in vain, except when you sought Him
vainly."-John Flavel.
" THE Divine origin of the Gospel is asserted in calling it the Gospel
of God. It is the glad annunciation which God makes to men of the
pardon of sin, of restoration to His favour, of the renovation of their
nature, of the resurrection of the body, and of eternal life."-Dr. C.
Hodge.
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.=ermons aniJ Notes of ,Settllon-s.
FAITH IN OPERATION.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed
about seven days."-HEBREWS xi. 30.
THERE is a Scripture in the fifteenth chapter of Romans which says:
"Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope." Now we have been reading from the Book of
Joshua this evening, that deeply interesting narrative of the taking
of Jericho, and with this passage of the eleventh of Hebrews before
us we are confident that the narrative has been "written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures,"
that portion in Joshua included, "might have hope." The Lord
would inspire hope in the hearts of all His people. I was remarking
in the morning that there is an experience which in Scripture is
spoken of as being made "prisoners of hope. " Well, this is a
condition more or less frequent in the experience of God's peopleall, but when they are in prison so fast that they cannot themselves
get forth, yet the hope which is of the inspiration of the Holy Ghost
remains steadfast, is immovable, cannot be rooted up. It is only,
after all, undergoing a process of trial the effect of which shall be
to deepen its roots in the soul. Now all these Old Testament
Scriptures are written, then, with the view to inspiring and enlivening
hope in the hearts of God's people, He Himself implanting and
nourishing it. May He grant us the teaching of the Spirit to-night
that we may meditate upon this remarkable, this miraculous event
in Old Testament history, with the result that our hope in Christ
may be much strengthened. May He grant it for His Name's sake.
Our text declares, "By faith the walls of Jericho fell down."
Now, I ask at the outset, whose faith? I ask you to think, dear
friends, whose faith is implied here? I think pre-eminently the
faith of Joshua-pre-eminently, because if I turn to the Scripture
narrative itself I find that God addressed Himself to Joshua, that
mysterious Personage Who confronted Joshua with a drawn sword
in His hand, and Who bade Joshua remove the shoes from off his
feet because he was standing on holy ground in a Divine Presence.
He said to Joshua, in the second verse of the sixth chapter, "See
I have given into thine hand "-the .singular number; but the
number changes, you notice, immediately. "See, I have given
into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men
of valour. And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war"now it is in the plural number. So that in the first place the promise
of the overthrow of Jericho was addressed to Joshua and not to
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the whole nation. Joshua became the preacher, the interpreter, the
messenger of this Captain of the Lord's host, to the people, but the
revelation was primarily made to Joshua in person. So that I am
inclined to answer my own question-whose faith 1-by saying,
pre-eminently Joshua's faith. But then God was pleased to extend
upon all the host the revelation, the faith of revelation. On the
one hand Joshua proclaims the truth that had been communicated
to him together with the promise attaching thereunto; coincidently,
as I conclude, the priests believed, the Levites believed, and the
princes and the captains and the officers of the host believed, and
the host itself believed that things should be even as the Captain of
the Lord's host had foretold. There must have been some consensus
of confidence or faith, otherwise there would not have been the perfect
harmony of obedience which ensued. We do not read of any standing
out of the ranks and arguing the question with Joshua, and saying,
"To what end is this 1 Who ever heard of attempting to take a
walled-up city with such gates and bars without striking a blow 1 "
No, dear friends, there seems to have been, if I may so say, a holy
awe among the people, and there were no questioners, no critics,
none disposed to ask Joshua why he did this thing, but there was
a simplicity of trust in the truth of the promise which Joshua had
proclaimed. "By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they
were compassed about seven days."
There is just one thought in passing that I should like to utter
in connection with this matter of faith. The faith of one believer
is a mighty and an invincible power when it is called by God its
Author into active operation; but the combined faith of several
believers-many believers-I take to be the most powerful element
under heaven because it is of the operation of the Almighty Spirit.
This observation of mine appears to be well warranted by Holy
Scripture. You remember the Lord says in the eighteenth chapter
of Matthew's Gospel: "If two of you shall agree on earth as touching
any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father
Who is in Heaven." You see, it is not a promise made to one or
a single believer, but it is encouragement for believers to unite in
faith and· in prayer, in waiting upon God. '" If two of you shall
agree." Then the next verse, "Where two or three are gathered
together in My Name," that is, in the power of My Name, "there
am I in the midst of them." This, perhaps, may be the outcome
of what Solomon had long before written in Ecclesiastes, the Book of
the Preacher, "Two are better than one." The faith of one, as
I have said, is a mighty and an invincible power when the Holy Spirit
calls it into operation; but when He is pleased to move two or three
and to make them of one mind in the thing for which they believingly
wait upon Him, no wonder is it that He adds such a promise as this:
" It shall be done for them of My Father Who is in heaven." A fellowship, in other words, of faith, is full of encouragement and a fellowship of prayer is full of encouragement for the Lord's people; and
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therefore to forsake the assembling of themselves together would be
to break not only the unity but to affect seriously the strength of the
Lord's cause among His people, for the Lord puts honour upon those
- who honour Him, He puts honour on obedience to His revealed will,
and if we neglect that holy will revealed we shall suffer in soul
poverty, leanness of soul will be ours.
Dear friends, let us consider these things and ask ourselves how
far we are interested in them. You remember the case of Israel
(I shall not digress much longer). Joshua led the host against the
Amalekites. Moses went up into the mount, carrying the rod with
him, and he lifted up his hands there in supplication to God. So
long as he was waiting on God thus, Israel prevailed, but wearinesshe was but a man of like passions with ourselves-weariness of body
overtook him, so then, you remember, Aaron and Hur sought to
supplement his little strength. They took a stone and set him thereon,
and on either side one held up Moses' arms for him, sharing the burden
and heat of the day. Well, there is another illustration of fellowship in the Lord's work, and I think, also, of fellowship in worship,
because they were waiting suppliants upon God for victory in Israel's
behalf. That is, I should say, an illustration of a very important
truth revealed to us in Scripture, that fellowship in prayer, and
fellowship in faith, and, in fact, spiritual fellowship in every aspect
of it, is good and profitable to the souls of those who take part
therein, while it magnifies and honours our Heavenly Father.
By faith the walls fell, the faith of Joshua together with the faith
of the priests and the Levites and the officers of the host and the
host itself. Now they are of one mind, what can resist the Almighty
power that actuates them? And so I would say in regard to the
times in which we are living, these perilous times, who are we?
A mere handful of believers, comparatively speaking; and how
are we to go up against so great a host? I am not speaking of
ourselves in this building to-night, but of God's elect people throughout
the earth, and I say, Who are they? What are they? How are
they armed in the presence of such a mighty foe as the prince of this
world, " the prince of (he power of the air"; he" that now worketh
in the children of disobedience"? Oh, what a mighty host for
numbers, and strength too, is Satan's host, but if only the Lord's
few people be granted oneness of mind, oneness of heart, oneness
of faith, and oneness in prayer, well then I can say without fear,
victory must lie with the few. Victory will be the property of the
minority. As we often remind one another, we can afford in regard
to these matters of eternal truth to be found in a very small minority
with God on our side. Ah! then we are stronger than all who are
against us. Now this is just what Joshua realized. He received
it Divine communication of God's will at the mouth of this mystic
Personage Who so suddenly confronted him in the neighbourhood
of Jericho. There stood the city. Whether those spies (I do not
mean the two spies but the twelve in the days of Moses) had penetrated
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or come into view of Jericho, I do not know, but you will remember
they spoke of the walled cities as being one of the most serious of
the hindrances to their conquering the land. Now, then, one of
the first examples God gave to encourage the people was a walled-up
city, a powerfully defended city. And though for the most part
these dear people were an unarmed host and they had not brought
engines of war with them, siege engines or others, to batter down
those walls, they were practically a helpless people, yet the Lord
was ordering all things for them and He, as I often remind you, dear
friends, is never at a pass when His time to work arrives, so He would
just teach these dear people their weakness on the one hand and
His Own power on the other; and He would show them that it is
better to trust in the Lord than to have any confidence in man.
There they were, very probably in number exceeding the number
of the defenders of the city, but then the defenders of the city were
encompassed within walls of strength, and th~ir position from a
military point of view was altogether superior to that held by the
redeemed people of God. But the Lord was equal to the occasion,
and He imparted His wisdom to Joshua. He said, as it were, Now
this thing is going to be done, but it will be done not by might of
man nor by power of man, of the creature, but by Me, by Myself.
I will show you how feeble you are, and if you walk the footpath
of simple obedience you will see how I can crown weakness with
strength. What you will do is, you will encompass the city once
daily in perfect silence except the priests shall sound the trumpets.
They were to be the jubilee trumpets, and very fittingly were they
used on that occasion because God was about to work a great deliverance for His people who trusted in Him. So these trumpets were
sounded by the priests, day by day, as the city was encompassed
by the host. They walked round once for six days; each day they
returned to their encampment. As to what conversations took
place in the evening of each day amongst the host as another day's
work was over, we can only speculate. "We have done the Lord's
bidding. We have encompassed the city. We have been greatly
despised by the men of the city as we were walking round in perfect
silence, except when the silence was broken by the jubilee trumpets.
And now there is only tomorrow, the seventh day."
Now it is very remarkable that it was the Sabbath Day when
God gave these people this wonderful victory of faith. How we
ought to value, dear friends, the rest day God has been pleased to
give us, associated with it as there are so many privileges the object
of which is to strengthen our faith. We ought to be gathering
strength for future conflict on every Lord's Day when we assemble
ourselves together in the Lord's Name, seeking to be strengthened
with might by His Spirit in the inner man, made more willing to
bear and more ready to do His will than in the past; this is the
victory secured beforehand. If to-day the Lord has been graciously
pleased to confirm any of us in faith and trust in His holy Word,
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well, then, in that secret there has been granted us an augury of
future victory. In the strength, that is, of the meat which we to-day
receive we may be serving the Lord for many days to come. How
good of the Lord it is thus to anticipate our necessities! "Oh, how
great is Thy goodness," said one, " which Thou hast laid up for them
that fear Thee; which Thou hast wrought for them that trust in
Thee before the sons of men."
And so it was God willed to give these people by a great deliverance
a great salvation on the Sabbath Day. Joshua spoke to this effect:
"Now this day you will encompass the city seven times, for this
is the perfect day, and when the seventh time shall be fulfilled of
your passing round the city you shall shout. You have God's command
to do so; not before nor after, but at the sounding of the seventh
trumpet then there is to be a great shout." Well, dear friends, it
must have required a great deal of faith for these people to shout
when that moment· had come, because up till now there had been
no sign, no Divine sign given to them. Signs are given to unbelief.
Miracles are not for believers, but for unbelievers, and therefore it
was God gave to His believing Joshua no sign, nor did Joshua ask
for one. I remember Gideon did, and he was not satisfied with one
sign even from God. He asked for the sign already wrought to be
reversed, and God compassionated this dear child of His whose faith
was so simple, so feeble, and did not upbraid him. But this is a
higher faith, which trusts in God without signs from Him, and we,
as God's people, should walk much less by outward and visible
indications of God's will and more blessedly in obedience to His
written will-it is a higher faith. You remember what the Lord
Jesus said to Thomas, who said he would not believe until he had
seen the Lord with his natural eyes. He would not believe the Gospel
of His resurrection that his brethren preached to him, though there
were more witnesses than one, and I do not know what evidence
and testimony could be more convincing than the evidence which
the apostles gave Thomas of the resurrection of Christ--and yet he
believed not. No, he said, I must see with my own eyes. And so
eight days later the Lord Jesus appeared in the midst of the assembled
disciples, Thomas being present. Immediately Jesus said to him,
" Reach hither thy finger ... reach hither thy hand ... and be not
faithless, but believing." Thomas forthwith exclaimed, "My Lord
and my God." The Lord Jesus then said to him, " Thomas, because
thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have
not seen, and yet have believed." So that you see it is a higher
form of the grace of faith to believe the Word of God, the naked
Word, the bare promise, without any additions. It is more childlike
and, after all, thatis the standard the Lord Jesus Himself has erected
for His people to seek. "Except ye be converted," and in addition
to it, " become as little children "-that, I say, is the Lord's standard.
Now that means to grow downward in simplicity. To seek to
be more simple and more trusting-that is the standard for us, and
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to: be less given to looking about for indications in the heavens and
in the earth to verify, as we might say, the promise. Any verification
of the promise must be the Lord's fulfilment of it in our experience,
and that will only be the result of simple trust in the promises. The
Lord will put honour upon our simple faith, faith which trusts Him
in the dark, and which trusts Him in the face of circumstances all
of which seem to be contrary to us, and which say that this thing
cannot be. Only faith could receive such a revelation' as that which
was made by the Captain of the Lord's host, that Angel of Jehovah's
Presence, none other than the Eternal Word in human form. Oh,
there was no precedent on which to fall back and say such and such
a thing was done just as this was going to be done hundreds of years
ago. Oh, no, it had never been heard of before, and therefore I say
it could only have been faith in Joshua that could receive such a
revelation of what was about to be in the destruction of Jericho,
that faith was his. Then I say again, only faith would act on such
a basis as that. Nature would not. Nature would have said, Oh,
that cannot be. That is impossible. But faith " laughs at impossibilities and says, it shall be done"-the Lord has said it. He has
spoken once in His holiness, He will not fail Jacob. He has said
unto Jacob, Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye few men of Israel,
to lean on Me, for I am All-sufficient for My promises. Circumstances are what I make them. Circumstances have no power
to combine against God, they have no power to combine all their
forces against the weakest of His dependent people. Circumstances
are the dust of God's feet. Do not be afraid of circumstances,
children of God. Do not be afraid of threatening storms and
say, Now I shall be overwhelmed. He sendeth forth His storm,
His wind-it is His. When Jonah went wrong, you remember,
"the Lord sent out a mighty wind"; if you look in the margin
it is "cast forth," as' a stone out of His hand. He holds "the
wind in His fists," the Holy Scripture says. And so I say in
regard to all the power that drives us hither and thither in cpnnection
with our daily circumstances, these are what God wills. "The wind
bloweth" in His providence just as in His grace, "bloweth where
it listeth" as far as we are concerned, we have no power to control,
" thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh,
and whither it goeth." Thus the Spirit works in grace and thus
the God of providence in that province of His.
It is a good thing, fellow-believers, to have the heart established
with grace in this matter, to leave all issues in His loving hands Who
doeth all things well. And if Jericho be too strong for us, if the
enemies of our soul be too many for us, let us tell the Lord about
it and leave it to Him; He can undertake, He will. He has undertaken. The Lord has undertaken from eternity in purposes of love
all the exigencies of His people's history. All must therefore" come
and last and end, as best shall please our Heavenly Friend." "Be
careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication,
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with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God,"
and if two or three of you shall agree to ask anything" in My Name,"
"it shall be done for them of My Father Who is in heaven." Do
not forget there is a superior potency about united prayer. What
an encouragement that is to us in praying one for another that we
should take up each other's interests and pour them freely and
mightily before the throne of God's grace.
And then I say finally, only faith could expect so great a result
as Joshua expected. Only gracious faith could grasp the certainty
of the result. Joshua entered upon this campaign not as though
he was going to try an t:xperiment. There was nothing contingent
about the future as Joshua and his fellow-believers looked at the
thing. They could look upon the proud and mighty Canaanitish
city during those six days and say without a doubt, Next Sabbath
we shall be inside those walls. Next Sabbath all that pride will
be brought down. So I say, dear children of God, look forward to
the day when the Lord is coming. According to His promises He
will cast down all the strongholds that have mocked our faith and
sent out our poor prayers Godward. He will cast down every lofty
thing, and Himself alone be exalted. Though when I say Himself
alone, His people in that day shall likewise be lifted up. "To him
that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as
I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne."
There is the pledge. As surely as Christ is there His people shall
be there too.
Mav the Lord add blessing for Christ's sake.

NO CONDEMNATION.
EXTRACT FROM A SERMON

BY

J. C. PHILPOT.

" There is no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus."ROMANS viii. 1.
LET me show you, first, what the apostle does not mean, and secondly,
what he does mean.
1. He does not mean that there is nothing condemnable in us. As
long as we carry about with us a body of sin and death, a nature
corrupt to the very core, sin will lurk and work in our breast; and if
we have a conscience made tender in God's fear, it will condemn us for
the evils which thus daily and hourly manifest themselves; which
may indeed be resisted and subdued, but are never eradicated. The
apostle does not therefore mean that there is nothing condemnable in
us by the eye of God, or nothing condemnable by our own conscience,
for this would imply that we were perfectly free from the very being
and indwelling of sin. He himself, though a saint and an apostle,
could confess, " That which I do I allow not." And so great was the
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pressure of the law of sin in his members that he cried out as if in
agony, "0 wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the
body of this death 1 " (Rom. vii. 15, 24). Nor does he mean that we
are not condemnable even in many things by the judgment of our
Christian brethren; for no man can so walk that there shall not be
seen in him many infirmities and blemishes, even when preserved
from more grievous slips, which may bring upon him condemnation,
and first condemnation too from those who hold the scales of the
sanctuary with even hand. Peter, though the prince of the apostles,
fell under condemnation from his brother Paul, because " he was to
be blamed," and Barnabas, though" a good man and full of the Holy
Ghost," was" carried away with dissimulation" (Gal. ii. 11, 13).
2. But what the apostle means is, that there is no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus of such a nature that God shall ratify
it against them so as to be an availing sentence of their eternal destruction. Whatever the saint of God may feel or fear, whatever thunders
the law may peal in his ears, whatever be the condemnation of his
own guilty conscience, however in some things justly censured eyen
by his own brethren; or, to take wider ground, whatever hard speeches
of friends or cruel arrows of foes may be hurled against him, there is
no sentence of condemnation against him from the mouth of God which
shall be ratified at the great day. But why and how is this 1 Because
he is" in Christ Jesus." Therefore, if I am in Christ Jesus, I am loved
in Christ Jesus; I am chosen in Christ Jesus; I am justified in Christ
Jesus; I am pardoned in Christ Jesus; and I am saved in Christ Jesus.
If, therefore, my conscience condemn me, God is greater than my heart
and knoweth all things.
Blessed are they who are in Christ Jesus, and more blessed still are
they who have the sweet confidence of it. But depend upon it, if we
are to enjoy this sweet confidence, it must be by walking after the
Spirit.
THE MERCY OF GOD.
"IT should be observed that the mercy of God, taken in its more
large and indefinite sense, may be considered (1) as general, and (2)
as special. His general mercy is no other than what we commonly
call His bounty, by which He is, more or less, providentially good to
all mankind, both elect and non-elect (Matt. v. 45; Luke vi. 35;
Acts xiv. 17; xvii. 25, 28). By His special mercy He, as Lord of all,
hath, in a spiritual sense, compassion on as many of the fallen race as
are the objects of His free and eternal favour, the effects of which
special mercy are the redemption and justification of their persons
through the satisfaction of Christ, the effectual vocation, regeneration
and sanctification of them by His Spirit, the infallible and final preservation of them in a state of grace on earth, and their everlasting
glorification in heaven."-Jerom Zanchius.
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"NOT RECKONED AMONG THE NATIONS."
I OCCASIONALLY think of the days when with other little scholars I
sat under the roof of a spreading attic and learned to write. Someone
whom we looked upon as an old lady taught us the art. She gave
out the copy-books. We had to copy such things as " Count Von
Moltke." This would appear at the top of the page in letters of half
an inch in depth. Six lines or fewer filled the page. It was not that
we were expected to write in that size ever after, but the largeness
and perfectness of the copy was intended to impress us with the correQt
form of the letters.
I sometimes think that the narratives of the Old Testament are,
in a ·way, written large; they are written for our learning, and as we
never grow beyond them, in the mercy, wisdom, and kindness of God,
they remain for ever settled. How often in the Scripture has God
Himself emphasized the tremendousness of His work at the Red Sea.
We do not now look for an identical deliverance, but from the example
we know that there is nothing too great or too hard for Him to do.
Is it not the same with many an incident? Something that has to
be known for all time is, so to speak, in large print. If Job is to be a
pattern of patience, his bereavements, pains, and exercises, must be
phenomenal in intensity and duration. Perhaps it is the same in
that harrowing account in 2 Samuel xxi. of the death of Rizpah's
three sons. David had aSked the Lord (how spontaneously and simply
he inquired of Him) why a famine should waste the land for three
years in succession. God told him that it was because Saul had broken
faith with the Gibeonites. The Gibeonites, though foreign in Israel,
had a right to their lives, by the command of Joshua (perhaps to show
that the most unworthy of strangers is admitted a hearing and a
merciful reception at the throne of grace). In a mistaken zeal for
Israel, Saul had broken this Covenant and had" sought to slay them."
Now Saul was dead; but the old promise remained broken, and by
the sending of three years' famine, this fact was revealed to David.
It may be we do not need to justify the Gibeonites in their demand
for the lives of Saul's'sons, but the judgments of God are a great deep.
When the dreadful atonement was made, the plague was stayed. As
if providence wrote large that God will not suffer truce breakers. He
himself keeps Covenent to a thousand generations. His promises are
eternal as the Lord Christ is, and their fulfilment is certain. Joshua
had given his word to the Gibeonites and it was meant to hold for
ever. Saul was not at liberty to violate it, although the keeping of
it was to his own hurt.
.
I dare say we could find many another pattern. In what a conspicuous frame was the blessing of the tribes set, when Balaam blessed
them. All the hatred and fear and spite of the king of Moab was
against this blessing, and all the avarice and ungodliness of the false
prophet. Hardened against God, he was unmoved by the rebuke of
the ass, and at last stood up with a degree of pomp that would have
pleased the Pope of Rome to curse the people. But how could he
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curse whom God had not cursed? or defy the chosen of the Almighty?
"Lo," he wfl,sobliged to say-:-by an irresistible power voicing the
blessing of the Lover and Saviour of Israel~" From the top Of the
rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him: 10, the people shall
dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the natio:iJ.s. Who can
count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel:
let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his."
" The people shall dwell alone." It had been so since the call of
Abraham: the seed of the friend of God were strangers and pilgrims
in the earth. At first few-the fewest of all people-they were His
special care, and when" the dust of Jacob" was beyond count they
were still separate from the nations round about. They were a
" peculiar treasure" to Him Who formed them for Himself and for
His praise. But in the days of Samuel they came to esteem lightly
their singular benefit, and they asked that they might have a king to
rule over them. They saw no glory in being one by themselves: they
wanted to be like the other nations-to have a name and an acknowledgment as the rest had. But wh~n Samuel heard it he was displeased,
and prayed unto the Lord, Who told him that it was Himself and not
Samuel that the people had forsaken, as they had ever been wont to
do since they came out of Egypt. They did not know the glory of
being separate; to have a king going in and out in state and splendour
seemed a thing more to be desired than to have the God of Abraham
for their defence. But He did not forsake them, because it had pleased
Him to make them His people: as in the time of the beginning, " when
the Most High divided. unto the nations their inheritance, when He
separated the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the people according
to the number of the chil,dren of Israel, for the Lord's portion was
His people." Everything had to subserve the interests of this solitary
fold. Their existence vexed the wicked Haman. He said, " There is
a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed . . . and their laws
are diverse from all people: it is not for the king's profit to suffer
them." So also thought Nebuchadnezzar. If the three Hebrews
were to prefer their singularity, they must be thrown to the flames.
" As dying," .Israel might have said, " Behold we live.".
It was Paul, however, who said that he ruled and wrought in the
Church of Christ, yet was with the rest of th'e Lord's servants looked
upon as the "offscouring of all things." They were the sect everywhere spoken against, Israel after the spirit, tremendous in their
beginning at Pentecost as the seed of Jacob had been at the Red Sea,
but now reporting that " certain men clave unto him and a woman
mimed Damaris." The Church was in the wilderness. "The Church
in the wilderness"-the expression might do for a description of the
life of God in the soul. It goes on its solitary way. There is something more to be desired than the charms and claims and affinities of
this life: even its pleasures are not to be compared with the reign,
the rule, the love, and presence of the Lord. "Let me die the death
of the righteous, and let my last end be like his."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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"YE SHALL HOLD YOUR PEACE."

" The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace."EXODUS xiv. 14.
" Now bid your fears, ye saints, adieu,
From strife and warring cease,
For God hath said He'll fight for you,
And ' ye shall hold your peace.'
" What though the Egyptian host pursue,
And trials roll like seas,
The Lord shall surely fight for you,
And ' ye shall hold your peace.'
" What though affliction pierce you through
And dangers fast increase,
Jehovah then will fight for you,
And ' ye shall hold your peace.'
" His mighty Arm can wonders do,
'Tis sworn to give release.
The conquest's sure, He'll fight for you,
And ' ye shall hold your peace.'
" The battle is not thine; Ah, no,
Thy God the Warrior is,
With two-edged sword He'll fight for you
And ' ye shall hold your peace.'
" Then plead the promise, great and true,
Trust in victorious grace,
Wait till the Lord has fought for you,
And ye have held your peace."

V.

" I HAVE SINNED."
SAUL, THE INSINCERE SINNER.
By MR. T. T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S.

"iTHEN came Amalek." This is the sudden sentence which comes to
us in the very middle of the seventeenth chapter of the Book of Exodus.
Whence came these people, and for what purpose 1
They were the descendants of the Amalekites who were smitten by
Siddim's vale at the hand of Chedorlaomer (Gen. xiv. 1-7). They
came to contest with Israel for water at Horeb's rock, because they
had heard where there was water to drink in Rephidim where there
was no water (Exod. xvii. 1). But we cannot stay near them now.
What did they, and whither did they go 1
This also we cannot now review; to watch the machinations of
the Agagite who perished on the gallows of his own making, and of
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his people who vanished in the feast of Pur, thenceforth to be a cause
of sin to God's people no more.
Between the whence came they and the whither went they we have
our story of the bitter humiliation which they caused to Israel.
Henry Smith, the Puritan writer, says: "A sin is two sins when it
is defended." This is ever the case with the insincere sinner, however
regal or humble be his rank. 1 Samuel xv. tells us this lamentable
story of failure to obey the Divine command. Imperfect obedience
equals disobedience. "Hearken thou unto the voice of the words of
the Lord" (verse 1). Not merely the voice, or the words, but to both
the voice and the words. Could emphasis be more complete ~ It is
made more complete still by the next verse, " Thus saith the Lord of
hosts, I remember" (Exod. xvii. 8).
King Saul received a very severe command (verse 3). Smite, utterly
destroy, spare not, slay. He proceeded to put it into effect (verses
4 to 8). "But"" Utterly destroy," the command.
" Would not utterly destroy," the disobedience (verse 9).
This disobedience is reinforced by polysyndeton, i.e., " And "-six
times.
" Then came . . ." (verse 10). Was it a friend or an enemy this
time ~
Saul found to his cost that failure to obey the Divine command
makes one an enemy of God. He blandly tells Samuel (verse 13), "I
have performed the commandment of the Lord." In addition, he tells
a lie by saying, " the people spared them." (Contrast verse 15 with
verse 9.) "The sparing of one sin is a sure argument thou art not
humbled for any sin" (John Flavel). But" bleating sheep" and
" lowing oxen" (verse 14) tell another tale. Samuel tells Saul that
to "fly upon the spoil" (verse 19) is not the same as to "utterly
destroy the sinners" (verse 18). Saul is reminded, as ever we are,
that " To obey is better than sacrifice; to hearken, than the fat of
rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness as
iniquity and· idolatry " (verses 22 and 23). It was a scathing rebuke,
which expresses one of those great principles of life which are true in
every age. God is not propitiated by a worship which can never be
accepted as a substitute for practical obedience to God's apprehended
will. Spared spoil makes a sacrifice that is an abomination unto the
Lord when it is offered up in disobedience to the voice of the word
of the Lord of hosts.
Saul said to Samuel, " I HAVE SINNED, for I have transgressed the
word of the Lord, and thy words: because I feared the people" (verse
24). "He is a fool, we say, that would be laughed out of his coat;
but he is a double fool that would be laughed out of his skin, that
would hazard his soul because loth to be laughed at" (John Flavel).
Saul then requested to be pardoned (verse 25). He hears bitter words,
words of rejection, a rent kingdom, a forfeited crown (verses 26 to 29).
He says again, "I HAVE SINNED" (verse 30). "Yet honour me . . ."
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Samuel turned, and Saul worshipped, but it was Samuel who completed
the commandment (verses 32, 33).
.
There is a brief interview between Samuel and Agag the king of the
Amalekites. "Agag said, Surely the· bitterness of death is past"
(verse 32). Samuel may have thought so too when he saw Agag
coming towards him "delicately." But" tottering steps" do not
warrant any disobedience of the Divine command. They are reminded
(verse 33). "As thy sword hath made women childless, so shall
thy mother be childless among women." Blunt language for the ears
of a king; but even kings are not exempt from the laws of God.
If Agag thought that the bitterness of death is past, Saul found
out that the bitterness of life was not past. Was his twofold request
granted, his "pardon my sin" (verse 25), and" honour me now"
(verse 30) ~ . It seems not. For as he passes on his way up and down
the land, and down the deep descent through Endor to Gilbao, he
made no less than ten attempts to kill David. When he had failed
for the tenth time, he says to David (Xxvi. 21), " I HAVE SINNED, my
son David: for I will no more do thee harm, because my soul was
precious in thine eyes this.day: behold, I have played the fool, and
have erred exceedingly."
Of all the men in the Bible who said, " I have sinned," the monarch
of the tribe of Benjamin alone made this humiliating admission three
times. Saullost his kingdom because he had lost his soul.
The only way to bless the world is to live apart from it, in fellowship
with God.

CHURCH ATTENDANCE AND DANCING.
A WRITER in the Bible League Quarterly says, "The writer passed a
Church recently. A friend said, 'Last Sunday morning twenty-five
were at Church; on Monday evening, in the Church-room, there were
one hundred and twenty gathered together for a dance.''' On this
we make the following remarks.
1. It is evident that in many quarters the professing Church caters
for the amusement of the world.
2. It seems clear that such catering does not advance the interests
of the professing Church.
3. Thirdly, the question is suggested, Is the old Gospel preached
even to the few who gather in the place of worship mentioned above ~
4. Fourthly, there can be no doubt that large numbers will flock to
a dance, a boat-race, or to a cinema, while only the few will gather
together to worship God.
5. Lastly, it may be pointed out that, as the pure Gospel and a
simple service are not attractive to the flesh, faithful ministers must
not be surprised if their congregations are small in number. Yet they
should know nothing among men" save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified " (1 Cor. ii. 2); It is not their business to amuse the world.
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"ALL-EMBRACING PREDESTINATION."
"DR. Abraham Kuyper, of Holland, who is recognized as one of
the outstanding Calvinistic theologians in recent years, has given
us some valuable thoughts in the following paragraph :" , The determination of the existence of all things to be created,
or what is to be camellia or buttercup, nightingale or crow, hart or
swine, and equally among men, the determination of our own persons,
whether one is to be born as boy or girl, rich or poor, dull or clever,
white or coloured, or even as Abel or Cain, is the most tremendous
predestination conceivable in heaven or on earth; and still we see it
taking place before our eyes every day, and we ourselves are subject
to it in our entire personality; our entire existence, our very nature,
our position in life being entirely dependent on it. This all-embracing
predestination, the Calvinist places, not in the hands of man, and
still less in the hand of blind natural force, but in the hand of Almighty
God, Sovereign Creator and Possessor of heaven and earth; and it is
in the figure of the Potter and the clay that Scripture has from the
time of the prophets expounded to us this all-dominating election.
Election in creation, election in providence, and so election also to
eternal life; election in the realm of grace as well as in the realm
of nature.' "-" The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination," by Prof. L.
Boettne'r, p. 17.
DR. OLIVER, THE BATH PHYSICIAN.
(From TOPLADY'S Anecdotes, Incidents, etc.)
DR. OLIVER, the celebrated Bath physician, had been a very inveterate
infidel, till within a short time before his death. In his last sickness,
the arrows of spiritual conviction stuck fast in him. Lady Huntingdon
never saw a person more thoroughly humbled, distressed, and broken
in heart. Coming to him about two days before he died, he lamented
not only his own past infidelity, but the zeal and success with which
he had endeavoured to infect the minds of others. "0 that I could
undo the mischief I have done! I was more ardent," said he, " to
poison people with the principles of irreligion and unbelief, than
almost any Christian can be to spread the doctrines of Christ."
" Cheer up," answered Lady Huntingdon, " Jesus, the great sacrifice
for sin, atoned for the sins of the second table as well as for those of the
first." "God," replied he, " certainly can, but I fear He never will,
pardon such a wretch as I." "You may fear it at present," rejoined
she, " but you and I shall most certainly meet each other in heaven."
The doctor then said, " 0 woman, great is thy faith. My faith cannot
believe that I shall ever be there."
Soon after the Lord lifted up the light of His countenance on Dr.
Oliver's soul. He lay the rest of his time triumphing and praising
free grace, and went off at last as happy as an angel.
Told me by Lady Huntingdon, at Clifton, August 19, 1775.
18
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UNTIL HE FIND IT.

ABOUT a hundred and fifty years ago, at a time when England was
at war, a five-year-old girl called Mary was sailing home from Bermuda
with her father and mother. Just as the ship reached the English
Channel, an enemy man-of-war was sighted. The sailing-boat was
not properly armed, but the captain did all he could to prepare against
attack. So Mary and her mother were turned out of their comfortable
cabin and sent into a dark place down in the depths, which the little
girl did not like at all. Her father was on deck, and her mother
was too anxious to take much notice of Mary, who sat on her lap,
quite unaware of peril.
A boy came to and fro, carrying a horn, and every time he scooped
something out of a barrel near to where Mary sat with her mother.
It was dark, so he set a candle down on the edge of the barrel and
left it there. Presently the little girl's sharp eyes noticed that the
candle was nearly burnt out. "Mamma," she said, "that light will
soon burn the wood," and slipping off her mother's knee, she picked
up the last bit of the candle and brought it away.
The barrel was full of gunpowder! If Mary had not noticed the
smouldering wick just in time, or if a spark had blown into the barrel,
the whole vessel, with everybody in it, would have been destroyed
in one terrible explosion! As it was, there was no attack, and they
landed safely, saved from unlooked-for danger by the unconscious
hand of a little girl.
When anyone is saved by a miracle from sudden death, it makes
you wonder if there was a very special reason for it. Read on a
little further about Mary, and I think you will see the reason in her
case.
Mary was only eighteen when she married an army officer, who
made a very kind and loving husband. Soon after the wedding,
they went one night to a ball, where everybody made much of Mary,
because she was a young bride. She was very happy and gay, but
when she got home to bed and lay awake thinking over all the pleasant
happenings of the evening, she suddenly felt there was something
wanting. "Is this all ~" she said to herself, and sighed, poor girl.
Her pleasures seemed empty and unsatisfying; she wanted something
better to fill her heart.
As time went on, Mary had everything that she could wish fora loving husband, little children, and a beautiful home, with no want
of money. Perhaps-you will say, "Surely she was happy now!" But
instead of that she grew more and more thirsty for something fuller
and better. It was not only unsatisfied longings; poor Mary began
to be weighed down with a sense of guilt which took away all her
happiness. She often wondered however she could get to heaven,
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for she thought heaven was only for good people; and she was a
sinner. Sometimes she would kneel down and promise solemnly
that she would keep all, the commandments. But she never could
do it, and she was in despair. Though she went to church every
Sunday she could never make out from the sermons she heard how
a sinner could be saved.
Mary had never told her husband about her feelings because she
was afraid he would think she must have been guilty of some terrible
sin to be so unhappy in her conscience. But she got so pale and
drooping that she could not hide her sadness from his loving inquiries.
To cheer her up, as he thought, he took a house in London, and they
moved up from the country.
At :first the change was a help; Mary's thoughts were taken up
with the new home, and she saw more of her friends. But she was
still asking, "What must I do to be, saved ?" and when she went
to the church near her home, she was disappointed to :find that again
nothing was said to help her. But the same God, Who delivered
her from that awful peril on the sea, was watching over her now.
At this very juncture, a new clergyman was appointed, who was a
true minister of God. When Mary listened to his preaching, she
heard, for the first time in her life, that Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners. How she drank in the words! She knew
she was a sinner; could it be possible that Jesus could save her?
She had always thought that she must do something to save herself,
but now she felt that if that was the case, she would certainly be
lost, for all her efforts to be good had failed.
One night, Mary was watching by the bedside of one of her little
ones in an attack of illness. The child was sleeping, and the mother
with, her Bible in her hand was groping about in the Book for the
way of salvation. "How can I be 'saved ? " was the great question;
but she could not :find the answer. The words came into her mind,
"Ask, and ye shall receive." The thought made her fall on her
knees and plead with God to fulfil His promise. But when she got
up and opened the Bible again it was still as dark as ever. She
knelt again; but still the Scriptures seemed closed to her. Despairingly
she knelt again, and entreated that she might have an answer to
her question, "How can I be saved 1" And light suddenly broke
in upon her soul, for' Jesus Himself drew near with these words:
" I am thy salvation." Oh, what a night that was! Mary could
scarcely contain herself for joy. It was as much as she could do
not to rouse up all the household to tell them of her glorious deliverance!
She seemed to see clearly all at once that the Lord Jesus had borne
her sins on the cross, and that she was covered with the white robe
of His righteousness.
I cannot tell you more of Mary's long and useful life, except to
say that the Lord showed forth His grace abundantly in her. And
that was why the gunpowder did not catch fire: because the Shepherd
had not yet found His sheep. All those long years of straying in
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the wilderness had to be gone through first. And then He brought
her home rejoicing!
Mary became the mother of the Rev. Dr. Octavius Winslow, and
it is in his memoirs of her that the story is told.
DAMARIS.

ARMINIANISM, A HERESY.
" The great majority of the creeds of historic Christendom have set
forth the doctrines of Election, Predestination, and Final Perseverance,
as will readily be seen by anyone who will make even a cursory study
of the subject. On the other hand Arminianism existed for centuries
only as a heresy on the outskirts of true religion, and in fact it was
not championed by an organized Christian Church until the year
1784, at which time it was incorporated into the system of doctrine
of the Methodist Church in England. The great theologians of history,
Augustine, Wycliffe, Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Zanchius, Owen,
Whitefield, Toplady, and in more recent times Hodge, Dabney,
Cunningham, Smith, Shedd, Warfield, and Kuyper, held this doctrine
(predestination) and taught it with force. That they have been the
lights and ornaments of the highest type of Christianity will be
admitted by practically all Protestants. Furthermore, their works
on this great subject have never been answered.
From the time of the Reformation up until about one hundred
years ago these doctrines were boldly set forth by the great majority
of the ministers and teachers in the Protestant Churches; but to-day
we find far the greater majority holding and teaching other systems.
It is only rarely that we now come across those who can be called
, Calvinists without reserve.' "-" The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination," by Prof. Loraine Bcettner, pp. 2, 3.
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Jfn J)llemotiam.
THE LATE MRS. N. F. DUNCAN,
OF TUNBRIDGE WELLS.
THE Rev. N. F. Duncan is the highly esteemed Editor of the ENGLISH
CHURCHMAN, and as the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is published from the same
office, we are naturally, in a special manner, full of sympathy for him
in the great loss which he sustained on April 28th last in the Home-call
of his dear wife. Long before Mr. Duncan became Editor of the
ENGLISH CHURCHMAN, however, we had known both him and Mrs.
Duncan, and the news of the close of her life on earth was received by
us with deep sorrow for, and sympathy with, the family.
Mrs. Duncan was the daughter of the late Rev. Nevile Sherbrooke
and of his first wife, Lady Alice Curzon. In the year 1898 she was
married to the Rev. N. F. Duncan, at that time the Central Secretary
of the Society for Irish Church Missions. In the year 1904 she began
to share his parochial work on his appointment as Vicar of St. Julian's,
Shrewsbury. In that parish and subsequently at St. Thomas's,
Crookes, Sheffield, " she was greatly beloved by the people amongst
whom she worked." Later on at Tunbridge Wells her health did not
allow her to take part in active work in the Lord's vineyard, but her
interest therein continued unabated. She gave three of her children
to the work of God abroad. A daughter was a B.C.M.S. missionary in
India, and a son was for many years one of the masters at the China
Inland Mission School for Missionaries' children, in Chefoo. Another
son was a B.C.M.S. missionary in the Arctic regions. For some years
she had been an invalid, and especially so during the last few months.
She bore her sufferings, however, with remarkable Christian patience
and cheerfulness. She may truly be described as a devoted wife and a
loving mother. Providentially all her children were in England at the
time of her call up higher. The loving hands of her daughters were
able to minister to her in the closing period of her earthly sojourn.
The funeral took place on Wednesday, May 3rd. The first part of
the service was held in Trinity Church, Tunbridge Wells, and was
conducted by the Vicar, the Rev. W. Grist, and a' former vicar, the
Rev. Barclay F. Buxton. A large. congregation assembled, and Mrs.
Duncan's favourite hymn, by the famous Hugh Stowell, " From every
stormy wind that blows," was sung.
The author of that hymn says:
.. Ah, whither could we flee for aid,
When tempted, desolate, dismayed ?
Or how the hosts of hell defeat,
Had suffering saints no mercy-seat? "

To that mercy-seat, not only the sorrowing family, but all the
members of the family of God have the privilege of repairing. There
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they constantly obtain mercy and find grace to help in all the varied
experiences of their lives.
Amongst the congregation was the Bishop of Ripon. He was the
stepbrother-in-Iaw of Mrs. Duncan.
The interment in the Borough Cemetery was conducted by the Rev.
Barclay F. Buxton.
It is remarkable that the second lesson of the evening service, on
the Sunday following the funeral, contained the words: "Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words" (1 Thess.
iv. 17, 18). Our dear friend is now" with the Lord," but she and all
the saints of God are to be with Him in resurrection glory when the
Lord returns.
May" the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort," comfort
and strengthen the bereaved family in this new chapter in their lives,
and may special grace, courage, and strength be given to him who,
after more than forty-one years of happy married life, is called to walk
in a lonely path.

SIR CHARLES KING-HARMAN.
IN an obituary notice of nearly a column in length, The Times of
Wednesday, April 19th last, records the death of Sir Charles Anthony
King-Harman, K.C.M.G. He died on Monday night, April 17th, at
the ripe age of 87. It appears that on April 3rd he was kicked by
a hunter and had two of his ribs fractured.
Sir Charles was born at Ballymahon, Co. Longford, on April 26th,
1851. He was the fifth son of the late Hon. Laurence King-Harman,
of Rockingham House, Co. Roscommon, and a nephew of the sixth
Earl of Kingston. He was educated at Cheltenham, and then at
Trinity College, Cambridge. In 1879 he was appointed private
secretary to the High Commissioner of Cyprus, General Sir Robert
Biddulph, whose daughter he afterwards married.
In 1883 he became Auditor-General of Barbados, and in 1897 he
became AdministJ:ll,tor of St. Lucia.
In 1900 he became Governor of Sierra Le~me.
In 1904 he was promoted to the post of High Commissioner of Cyprus.
He left that island in 1911 on his final retirement from the Colonial
Service, his term of office there having lasted without break or holiday
for nearly seven years.
" His Churchmanship," as The Times says, "was definitely Evangelical." Since the year 1928 he has been Honorary Treasurer of the
Bible Churchmen's Missionary Society. This showed that his
sympathies were definitely ranged on the side of Conservative Evangelicalism. He is survived by Lady King-Harman, a son, and a
daughter..
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We have been influenced to write this notice of the late Sir Charles
by the knowledge that Lady King-Harman has been a subscriber to
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for a great number of years. Our warm,
tender and Christian sympathy goes out to Lady King-Harman and
the family. After fifty-one years of married life the break has at
last come, and the sorrow will be keenly felt.
May the Lord Himself sustain, support, and comfort in this time of
severe trial and sorrow. The Times speaks of Sir Charles as a " distinguished Colonial administrator."

DIVINE PROVIDENCE.
" A SPARROW, whose price is but mean, two of them valued at a farthing
(which some make to be the tenth part of a Roman penny, and was
certainly one of their least coins), and whose life, therefore, is but
contemptible, and whose flight seems giddy and at random; yet it
falls not to the ground, neither lights anywhere, without your Father.
His all-wise Providence hath before appointed what bough it shall
pitch on, what grains it shall pick up, where it shall lodge, and where
it shall build; on what it shall live, and when it shall die. Our Saviour
adds, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. God keeps an
account even of that stringy excrescence. Do you see a thousand
little motes and atoms wandering up and down in a sunbeam? It is
God that so peoples it, and He guides their innumerable and irregular
strayings. Not a dust flies in a beaten road but God raiseth it, conducts
its uncertain motion, and, by His particular care, conveys it to the
certain place He had before appointed for it; nor shall the most fierce
and tempestuous wind hurry it any farther. Nothing comes to pass
but God hath His ends in it, and will certainly make His own ends
out of it. Though the world seems ;to run at random, and affairs to
be huddled together in blind confusion and rude disorder, yet God
sees and knows the concatenation of all causes and effects, and so governs
them that He makes a perfect harmony out of all those seeming jarrings
and discords. It is most necessary that we should have our hearts
well established in the firm and unwavering belief of this truth, that
whatsoever comes to pass, be it good or evil, we may look up to the hand
and disposal of all, to God. In respect of God there is nothing casual
nor contingent in the world. If a master should send a servant to a
certain place and command him to stay there till such a time, and,
presently after, should send another servant to the same place, the
meeting of these two is wholly casual in respect of themselves, but
ordained and foreseen by the master who sent them. So it is in all
fortuitous events here below. They fall out unexpectedly to us, but
not so as to God. He foresees and He appoints all the vicissitudes
of things."-" Sermon upon Providence," by Bishop Hopkins, quoted
by Toplady.
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THE LATE MRS. MARY PITMAN.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-On Sunday, April 16th, our dear mother,
Mrs. Mary Pitman, who was in her ninetieth year, was called Home to
be for ever with her Lord and Master, Whom she so much loved.
Her one delight, whilst here on earth, was to serve Him.
Our dear father, a most devoted servant and humble follower of
Christ, predeceased her some twenty-two years since.
Among our earliest happy recollections of family life are those
connected with St. Luke's Church, Bedminster, when both our dear
godly parents were teachers in the Lord's Day School at the time when
the much beloved Dr. Doudney was Vicar. From that time on, some
sixty years since, our dear mother prized more and more, as the years
rolled by, her GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Next to her Bible, this was her
best treasure.
Quite a few contributors, past and present, to the Magazine, including Miss Lily Ormiston, Miss Ruth Cowell, and the late Mr. Tom
Bryant were numbered amongst her choicest earthly friends.
During all those many years the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has seen four
Editors, and we know each one, in turn, was much loved by our mother
for his fidelity to the Truth. The best ,known to her would be the
late Rev. James Ormiston, whose memory she always affectionately
cherished, as for nearly fifty years it was her sacred privilege to
worship at St. Mary-le-Port Church, which Church, as you know, has
been highly favoured with a long succession of faithful Rectors, each
proclaiming in his day the Gospel of God's Sovereign Grace as presented
always through the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Our comfort and consolation is in the knowledge that both our dear
parents are now and for ever together with Christ which is far better.
The mortal remains of our loved one were laid to rest in Arno's Vale
Cemetery after a short service at St. Mary-le-Port Church, conducted
by the Rector, the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes, who both at this service
and on the following Sunday evening referred very tenderly to her life
of faithful witness to God and His truth.
That God may richly bless and prosper you in all your good work
in the Master's name is the earnest prayer of
Yours sincerely
108, Stackpool Road, Southville,
W. M. PITMAN.
Bristol, 3, May 8th, 1939.
(We feel sure that all our readers will read with deep interest and
tender feelings of sympathy this touching account of two godly parents
who, we gather, loved the precious truths for which this Magazine
stands. Our tender and prayerful sympathy is extended to the
family.-Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
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I. THE POPE THEN AND NOW.
AT the time of the Reformation the attitude of the Reformers in
regard to the Pope was far different from what it is now.
In the Litany, which Cranmer put forth in the year 1544, there
was the prayer" From the tyranny of the Bishop of Rome, and all
his detestable enormities, Good Lord deliver us." This petition was
only dropped in the year 1559 in Elizabeth's reign.
Cranmer speaks of " The See of Rome, which is of all other most
contrary to Christ, and therefore most worthy to be called the See of
Antichrist" (Cranmer on The Lord's Supper, p. 120).
Latimer, in his Sermon on the Plough, says, " Bu~ the devil, by the
help of that Italian bishop yonder, his chaplain, hath laboured by
all means that he might to frustrate the death of Christ and the merits
,of His passion" (Latimer's Sermons, p. 101).
Bishop Jewel, in his Apology of the Church of England, says, " The
Council of Carthage did circumspectly provide, that no bishop should
be called the highest bishop, or chief priest. And therefore, Sithence
the bishop of Rome will nowadays so be called, and challengeth unto
himself an authority that is none of his; besides that he doth plainly,
contrary to the ancient councils, and contrary to the old fathers; we
believe that he doth give unto himself, as it is written by his own
companion Gregory, a presumptuous, a profane, a sacrilegious, and an
antichristian name; that he is also the king of pride, that he is Lucifer,
which preferreth himself before his brethren: that he hath forsaken
the faith, and is the forerunner of Antichrist" (p. 23).
The above quotations, and they might be multiplied, give some
indication how the Pope was regarded by our leading Reformers.
Things, however, have greatly changed since the sixteenth century.
We know of no change in the teachings and practices of the Church
of Rome, nor in the claims of the papacy except that papal infallibility
was only decreed as lately as the year 1870.
A great change, however, has come over leading men in this professedly Protestant kingdom. The old antagonism to Romanism is by
no means what it was. We do not advocate any personal antagonism
to Roman Catholics. Believing as we do that they are in grievous
error, we desire their deliverance from the peculiar doctrines of the
Roman Church, and from the claims made by its leading minister.
But we believe that as the Church of Rome has seriously departed from
the faith, we should have no fellowship with her, nor should we seek
to be united to her while she retains her errors.
The Church of England in her Articles says, " The Bishop of Rome
hath no jurisdiction in this realm of England" (Article XXXVII).
She definitely states that" the Church of Rome hath erred, not only
in their living and manner of ceremonies, but also in matters of faith"
(Article XIX). The Articles were drawn up to show how much the
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reformed Church of England differs from the Church of Rome on such
important subjects as the rule of faith, private judgment, justification,
good works, the Church and its authority, purgatory, worshipping of
. images, the invocation of saints, ministering in an unknown tongue,
transubstantiation, reservation, celibacy, and the finished character
of Christ's sacrifice. These Articles are still the doctrine of the Church
of England. Her ministers all declare their assent to them. That
being so, all who adhere to " the Protestant Reformed Religion established by law" cannot consistently do otherwise than continue to
reject all Rome's unscriptural doctrines and practices, and avoid all
such fellowships as would suggest that they no longer regard what is
peculiarly and distinctively Romish as contrary to the great principles
of the Reformation.
II. ADORATION OF THE NEW POPE.
THE correspondent of The Times, writing on March 3rd from Rome,
and in reference to PiusXII, the new Pope, says:" Pius XII was early at work this morning. ' . . . At 11 o'clock he
proceeded to the Sistine Chapel, passing through a throng of eager
spectators. . . . The Chapel was still dressed as for the Conclave,
and the Cardinals were seated at their allotted seats . . . wearing
their usual scarlet instead of the purple which they had put on for
the Conclave. To the strains of Tu es Petrus, chanted by the choir,
the Pope took his seat on the throne, and the Cardinals one by one
performed the third' adoration' or act of obedience (the first two
were performed yesterday evening on the conclusion of the Conclave)
by touching his hand and foot with their lips." (Italics ours.)
On the occasion of the new Pope's coronation on March 12th, The
Times correspondent says :" The first incident in the ceremonial took place before the Pope
entered the Basilica. He dismounted from his litter in the pillared
portico and, taking his place on a raised throne, received the homage
of the Chapter of St. Peter's and the clergy attached to the Vatican,
who, beginning with the Dean of the Chapter, kissed his hand or his
foot. . . . Then as the Pope resumed his progress, the Prince and
Princess of Piedmont, who were representing the royal house of Savoy
in St. Peter's, approached from the other end of the Portico, and falling
on their knees before the 8edia Gestatoria received the Papal Blessing.
. . . Then crossing to the south aisle it (the procession) reached the
Clementine Chapel. Here the Pope, seated on another throne, received
the' adoration' of the Cardinals,. Archbishops and Bishops, Abbots
and penitentiaries, who each kissed his hand or foot."
Later, the procession moved up the nave of St. Peter's, and as it
did so "the enormous congregation broke into jubilant shouts of
, Viva il Papa.' People clambered on to the benches, clapping their
hands and waving handkerchiefs." Then having reached the High
Altar, the Pope proceeded to the throne, "and for.a second time
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received the ' adoration' of all Cardinals in turn. So the long Mass
began."
All this is sad reading, and sadder still is the fact that so much is
made of the Pope by the newspapers of a professedly Protestant
nation. The Pope professes to be the successor of Peter, but who
could imagine Peter being in the Pope's place on the day of the Pope's
coronation ~ Who could imagine Peter being carried aloft on human
shoulders amid jubilant shouts and clapping of hands and waving of
handkerchiefs ~ Who could imagine Peter being adored by other
professed ministers of the Church ~ When he came to the house of
Cornelius we are told " Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet,
and worshipped him. But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I
myself also am a man" (Acts x. 25, 26).
Dean Alford, quoted by Dr. David Brown, on this passage, says:
" Those who claim to have succeeded Peter have not imitated this
part of his conduct."
As we read the account of the Pope's coronation the words came
to our mind, " the pomps and vanity of this wicked world and all the
sinful lusts of the flesh."
What an immeasurable contrast, too, there is between the simple
account of the Lord's Supper as given in the Gospels and all the
ceremonies and idolatry of the Romish Mass! Truly the professing
Church has wandered far from the teaching of the inspired Word of
God. Yet the errors and unscriptural practices of the Church of
Rome are being fostered and encouraged more or less by leading men
in the professedly Protestant Churches, and even union with Rome is
being sought after.
What a loud call there is for God's people to get back to Scripture,.
back to Reformation principles, and back to Covenant theology.

Ill. THE POPE'S TIARA.
" AT the ceremony of the Pope's coronation, the tiara is placed on his
head by the second Cardinal deacon, with these words: 'Receive the
tiara adorned with three crowns, and know that thou art Father of
princes and kings, Ruler of the World, Vicar of our Saviour Jesus
Christ' " (Protestant Dictionary, under" Tiara ").
We ask where in Scripture is any minister of the professing Church
described as " Father of princes and kings, Ruler of the World, Vicar
of our Saviour Jesus Christ " ~
These titles alone justify our saying with uncompromising firmness,
" No peace with Rome and no fellowship with a Church whose chief
minister makes such claims." Our Reformers repudiated such claims.
when in Article XXXVII they declared " The Bishop of Rome hath
no jurisdiction in this realm of England." His world-rulership is not
acknowledged in England. "God," and God alone" is the King of
all the earth" (Ps. xlvii. 7).
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IV. METHODISTS AND THl]j POPE'S LEADERSHIP.

President of the Methodist Church of Great Britain, the Rev.
Dr. Lansdell Wardle, says, " It was with profound satisfaction that I
read the words of the Archbishop of Canterbury appealing to the
Pope to bring together all the Christian Churches in asserting those
common principles which are their common heritage. . . . I rejoice
that Cardinal Hinsley has announced his willingness to collaborate
with the Archbishop. As President of the Methodist Church I would
most cordially associate myself with the movement, for, whatever may
divide us elsewhere, here, to quote the greatest of Methodist hymnWriters, 'Love hath rendered all distinctions void.' "
Tills is one sad illustration of how Nonconformity has departed
from the old antagonism to Romanism.
In contrast to the above we rejoice at the subjoined uncompromising
resolution which we cull from The English Churchman of April 6th
last :THE

" LEADERSHIP OF THE POPE.
"UNITED PROTESTANT COUNCIL DECLARATION.

" At a meeting of the Executive Committeee of the United Protestant
Council held a few days ago to discuss the above subject, the following
resolution was adopted and has been forwarded to the Archbishop of
Canterbury:
" , That the proposed leadersillp of the Pope in a United Christian
crusade against the baneful aggression by Dictators in totalitarian
countries abroad, advocated in the recent speech of the Archbishop
of Canterbury in the House of Lords, is totally unacceptable to the
predominantly Protestant population of tills country for, amongst
many others, the following reasons :" '1. The unyielding claims of the Papacy to universal temporal
.and spiritual sovereignty, so recently reasserted at the coronation of
the Present Pope;
" '2. The dictatorial character of the Church of Rome, in countries
where she is still predominant, in suppressing (often by cruel means)
religious liberty;
" '3. True Christians acknowledge only one Head, the Lord Jesus
Christ, and acceptance of the leadersillp suggested, willch in turn
implies acceptance of its false and unscriptural teacillng, can only be
regarded as dishonouring to His name.' "

" How sad it is that God's mercies should be the occasion of our
€strangement from Him! "-John Flavel.
ALL the blessings of salvation have been purchased by Jesus, and
are at His disposal. He gives. them when, and where, and how He
pleaseth." -John Berridge.
<C
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THE LATE JOHN KENSIT: CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH. By the
Rev. J. C. WILCOX, M.A., and J. A. KENSIT. Pp. 144. Price 6d.,
post free 7d. (Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street,
London, E.C.4.)
In connection with its Jubilee, the Protestant Truth Society has
issued this deeply interesting and thrilling account of the life, work,
and martyr death of the late John Kensit. Having known, met, and
heard Mr. Kensit ourselves, we have read this record of his life with
deep interest. It appears that Mr. Kensit was born in Liverpool
Street, London, and went to school there. The house and school were
both on the site of Liverpool Street Station. Mr. Wilcox sympathetically traces Mr. Kensit's early life and great work in London, and all
over the country, in exposing the Romanizing Movement in the Church
of England. The protest he made at a London Church, when the
ceremony of the adoration of the cross was gone through, made his name
famous, and drew marked attention to the awful lengths to which
the Anglo-Catholic movement was tending. Crowded halls greeted
him wherever he went. With great courage, and an easy flow of
language he exposed the popery in the Church of England. Many
Evangelicals hesitated to identify themselves with him, his methods
seeming to them too drastic. It was an unpopular thing for a clergyman
to appear on his platform. The same thing was true when, after his
death, his son (J. A. Kensit) carried on his lecturing work. On one
occasion we and another clergyman were announced to take the chair
-one in the afternoon, and the other in the evening. The other
clergyman withdrew at the last moment. A lady in our own congregation avoided attending our Church the following Sunday because our
name was on a Kensit bill. However, she came subsequently, and a
member of the other clergyman's congregation left him and came to
us regularly on learning that his own clergyman had withdrawn from
his engagement to take the chair.
Mr. Kensit's faithful and courageous contention for the faith, issued
in his being so wounded after a meeting in Birkenhead, that he died
in the Liverpool Royal Infirmary. The story of his illness, and the
visit of his son from Walton prison, where he, too, was suffering for
the truth, is very excitingly and pathetically told. The burial of
John Kensit in London was attended by great numbers. His death
took place on October 8th, 1902. The Clifton Conference (convened
by the Rev. James Ormiston) was being held at the time. The news
of Mr. Kensit's death had reached Mr. Ormiston on the day of its
occurrence. He told us of the sad fact in the anteroom before the
evening meeting, and on reaching the platform for the evening meeting,
and before actually reaching the chair, he announced with great feeling,
" Kensit is dead." Subsequently he" announced that he had received
a reply to the telegram sent off in the morning to their dear bereaved
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friend, Mrs. Kensit. He held in his hand her answer, a few words
but full of deep meaning-' Many thanks for your loving sympathy.
The Lord's will be done.' He also sent a telegram to young Mr.
Kensit, addressing it to the Governor of Walton Gaol, but had received
no reply."
Our impression on reading this pamphlet is that those who are old
enough to remember John Kensit would do well to refresh their
memories by reading this book, and those who did not know him would
do well to inform their minds of the history of the struggle against
popery in the Church of England, by reading the account of the brave
and courageous and faithful testimony of this martyr of the nineteenth
century.
The second part of this book gives a well-written and valuable
account of the work which has been continued since Mr. Kensit's
death. His son, Mr. J. A. Kensit, once a slim young fellow, is now as
portly as his father, and ably carries on his father's work. We pray
he may always be kept very humble, inasmuch as great popularity is
dangerous for the soul.
The immensely sad fact is impressed on our minds that in spite of
all the faithful testimony of Mr. John Kensit and of other valiant
witnesses for the truth, things are no better but worse in the reformed
and Protestant Church of England. Evangelicalism is by no means
what it once was.
The late Sir Edward Clarke, in The Times of July 28th, 1910, wrote,
" No loyal Churchman should give a single shilling, whether in a collection
or by direct contribution to Diocesan Church Funds from which grants
are made to Churches or Mission Halls where illegal practices are permitted." Yet large numbers of Evangelical Churchmen continue to
support such funds by paying what is called" the Diocesan quota."
We know from experience that to refuse (however courteously) to
contribute to such funds brings suffering. Those who do so are
regarded as black sheep in the diocese, and they have to suffer in
many ways. But where is the martyr spirit ~ What would men
who contribute to these funds do if confronted with the fires of
Smithfield ~ The Church of England is suffering from a failure to
contend earnestly, practically and constantly for the faith once delivered
to the saints. Evangelicals are giving way all along the line. In
many cases their communion tables are willingly decked with the
outward and visible signs of Anglo-Catholicism, and their hymnbooks
and the character of their services are all helping on the evil movement
in the Church of England. Yet the old Evangelicals are asked to
unite with Modernistic Evangelicals and Evangelicals who are compromising Protestant truth, ~md to display a united front. "Can
two walk together, except they be agreed? " (Amos iii. 3). The great
need of the hour is a return to the Protestantism of our Reformers,
and to the Puritan theology of Owen, Bunyan, and other faithful men.
By all means let us be courteous and avoid every thought and word
which are unbecoming a Christian, but with head erect and with
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courageous and humble hearts let us really stand fast in the faith and
quit us like men. Let us be strong in the Lord and in the power of
His might. Let us throw the thought of earthly promotion and
earthly honours to the winds, and let us remember the injunction,
Be ye separate, saith the Lord." Faithfulness imperatively demands
that all God's true people should " go forth unto Him without the
camp, bearing His reproach" (Heb. xiii. 13). Like Moses we need to
" choose rather to suffer affiiction with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt" (Heb. xi. 25, 26).
H

THE JEWS IN THE LIGHT OF PROPHECY. Pp. 24. Price 4d. (G. H.
Fromow, 9, Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, London, W.4.)
A double issue of Watching and Waiting contains the report of the
conference on the above subject which took place at Highgate Road
Chapel, London, in March last. Addresses on "British-Israelism
EXP9sed," "The Literal Accuracy of Israel Prophecy," "The Hope
of Israel," " The Church now enters into Israel's Spiritual Blessings,"
" The Israel' Broken Off' are the same Israel' Grafted in Again,' "
" The Rebuilding of the Tabernacle of David," and" The Regeneration
and Re-gathering of Israel" are given in full.
We think our readers would do well to order copies and read them.
They suggest the Divine purpose of solving the present Jewish problem.
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GATHERED FRAGMENTS. By Mr. J. Bird, of Ware, Herts. Pp. 280.
Price about 3s. 6d.; by post 3s. 10d. (Robert Stockwell, 5-7,
Baden Place, Borough, London, S.E.l.)
If a notice of this volume is to appear in the June issue it must
be sent to the printers before it is read. The first volume of Gathered
Fragments was reviewed on page 44 of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for
the year 1935. On that occasion we wrote, " So far as we have read
the book, the author is true to the great doctrines of-grace, and he
rejects Arminian teaching as unscriptural. We suggest that some of
the expositions need qualification or further elucidation. On the other
hand, we have written ' very good' opposite many of these gathered
fragments."
,
In' the preface to this second volume of Gathered Fragments, the
author says, "The Word of God is the source of all truth, and the
slightest deviation therefrom is a lie. . .. The well, however, is deep,
and we have nothing to draw with, unless the Holy Spirit Whose
office it is to take of the things of Jesus, shall so take and reveal them
unto us."
The volume consists of 366 short papers, one for each day of the
year. Those,who have used the first volume of fragments will probably
like to make daily use of this new volume.
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On page 9, the author says, "Living faith is a miracle of grace
wrought in the soul by the Holy Ghost." On page 16, he says, " The
doctrine of salvation by free grace never did lead to licentiousness,
and never can." On page 33, he says, "We have heard a long grace
said over short commons, and we have heard a short grace said over
a ten-course banquet, and both have savoured of formality." On
page 51, the author says, "Unless the Holy Spirit speaks it to the
heart, it remains the written word, but when He speaks, it becomes
the Word of Life." "God's Divine sovereignty is a doctrine plainly
revealed in Scripture, and it is not of doubtful interpretation to those
who rejoice in salvation by grace" (p. 152).
The above extracts will give some idea of the character of these
fragments.
A BISHOP AND A DISSENTER AT SMITHFIELD.
A SHORT time before the demise of Queen Anne, as Bishop Burnet
was riding slowly in his coach round that part of Smithfield from
whence so many blessed martyrs ascended to heaven, he observed
a gentleman standing on the distinguished spot in a musing pensive
attitude, and seemingly quite absorbed in thought. His lordship
ordered the carriage to stop, and sent his servant to the person with
a request that he would come to his coach side. He did so, and
proved to be Dr. Evans, a very eminent dissenting minister, of whom
the Bishop had some knowledge. 'Brother Evans,' said the prelate,
'give me your hand, and come up hither; I want to ask you a
question.'
" The doctor being seated, and the coachman ordered to continue
driving round as before, the Bishop asked the doctor what it was
that directed his steps to Smithfield? And what he was thinking
of while standing there? 'I was thinking,' answered the other,
, of the many servants of Christ who sealed the truth of their lives
in this place. I came purposely to feast my eyes once more with a
view oi,.,that precious spot of ground. And as public matters have at
present a very threatening aspect, I was examining myself whether
I had grace and strength enough to suffer for the Gospel, if I should
be called to it, and was praying to God that He would make me faithful
even to death, if it should be His pleasure to let the old times come
over again.'
" , I myself came hither,' replied the prelate, ' on the same business:
I am persuaded that if God's providence do not interpose very speedily,
and almost miraculously, these times will, and must, shortly return.
In which case, you and I shall probably be two of the first victims
that are to suffer death at that place,' pointing to the paved centre.
" But it pleased God to disappoint their fears by giving a sudden
turn to national affairs. Within a few weeks Queen Anne was gathered
to her fathers, and King George I was proclaimed."-Toplady's
Works.

