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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTHIANS i. 4.

A PARDONING GOD.

"Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and He will have
mercy upon him,. and to our GOD, for He will abundantly
pardon."-IsAIAH Iv. 7.
WE are writing at a time when we are at war with Germany.
The whole nation is more or less organized to use all its resources
to conquer a tyrannical and wicked enemy. We are all concerned
that such a terrible conflict should be in progress. We feel it
may mean an immense loss of human lives and an immense
squandering of wealth. The consequences may be felt for many
years after its termination.
It occurs to us, therefore, that if our newspapers on some morning
of the week were able to announce that this great war was ended,
and that a satisfactory peace had been made, we should all feel
it was the best piece of news we had heard for a long time. Yet
in reality such news would not be worthy to be mentioned in
comparison with the news contained in the words at the head
of this Family Portion. Those words tell us that GOD will
abundantly pardon a wicked and unrighteous man, whoever he
may be, who forsakes his way and his thoughts, and returns unto
the LORD.
An end to the present war would not save our souls. It would
not deliver us from the wrath to come. It would not save us
from hell. It might afford us for a time a measure of temporal
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peace and prosperity, and a measure of earthly comfort, but we
might still be in the broad way which leads to destruction.
What would it profit if we had perpetual earthly peace and
prosperity, and yet lost our own souls·~ What advantage would
it be to have ninety or a hundred years of temporal comfort and
blessing, if a.t the end an eternal hell were our portion ~
Here, then, we have real good news. Wicked and unrighteous
though we may be, yet, if through infinite grace, we forsake our
evil ways and thoughts, and return unto the LORD, He will have
mercy upon us and abundantly pardon all our sins.
Let us, then, turn for a while from the war news and think
of the really good news of which the Bible is full. Here is something of which the family of GOD need to take note.
1. First, think of the Divine Person Who pardons the sinner.
He is Jehovah, the Covenant GOD of His people. It is He Who
is the Author of the new and the everlasting Covenant, a Covenant
in which He says, " I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember
their sin no more." (See Jer. xxxi. 31, 34.) He is called our
GOD." "Let him (the sinner) return unto our GOD.' He is the
GOD Who said to Israel, "I am the LORD thy GOD which have
brought thee out of the land of Egypt." He is the LORD GOD
Who in six days made heaven and earth. He is the GOD against
Whom Adam sinned and against Whom we have sinned. He is
the GOD Who created all things, the GOD Who redeemed Israel,
" the GOD of the whole earth." He it is Who abundantly pardons
the returning sinner. Hence Daniel said, "To the LORD our
GOD belong mercies and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against
Him; neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our GOD,
to walk in His laws, which He set before us by His servants the
prophets" (Dan. ix. 9, 10).
David said, "I acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions
unto the LORD; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin"
(Ps. xxxii. 5).
Hezekiah said, "Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it
from the pit of corruption: for Thou hast cast all my sins behind
Thy back" (Isa. xxxviii. 17).
The LORD JESUS Himself represents the publican as looking
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to GOD for mercy. He put into his mouth the petition: "GOD
be merciful to me a sinner." Moreover, He taught us that all
true disciples should repair to their FATHER in heaven and say
daily "Forgive us our sins" (Luke xi. 4).
The Apostle John says, "If we confess our sins (to GOD), He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 9).
Note well, then, that it is to GOD that the sinner is to return.
It is GOD Who abundantly pardons. . To Him belong mercies
and forgiveness. He alone forgives our sins and casts them behind
His back. He alone cleanses penitent and believing sinners from
all unrighteousness. Not to a sinner like ourselves should we
repair for pardon. Not into the ear of a so-called priest should
we confess our sins. He has no power to absolve us. That
power belongs only to the GOD against Whom we have sinned.
And what an unspeakable mercy it is that His people can say
to Him, "Thou, LORD, art good, and ready to forgive; and
plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon Thee"
(Ps. lxxxvi. 5)..
2. Secondly, think of the persons Whom He pardons.
The promise of abunC!-ant pardon relates to the wicked. GOD
·will abundantly pardon the wicked man who forsakes his way
and returns unto Him. But, it may be asked, who are wicked ~
Scripture teaches that the people in Noah's time were wicked.
"GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth"
(Gen. vi. 5). Because of their wickedness GOD destroyed them
with a terrible flood. Noah and his family alone remained alive.
But did the flood alter the evil character of human nature 1 See
what GOD said after the flood. He said, "I will not again curse
the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's
heart is evil from his youth" (Gen. viii. 21).
The whole earth-its people-has descended from Noah's three
sons. GOD knew they would descend from them. He knew also
that they all would be born in sin and that the imagination of
their hearts would be evil from their earliest years.
It is no surprise therefore to read in Jeremiah that "the heart
is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9).
It is no surprise also to read that when our LORD was on earth
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He said, "From within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness" . (Mark vii. 21, 22).
. It will not do, then, for us to say people were wicked in Noah's
time and in Jeremiah's time, but things are different now. We
are all wicked. From the heart of all men proceed the long
catalogue of sins of which our LORD speaks. The writer of these
lines and the readers of them are all alike sinners by nature and
by practice. There is not one of us righteous, no not one.
But we read that the unrighteous man is to forsake his thoughts.
This is only another name for the wicked. All are wicked and
all are unrighteous. All are guilty of wicked acts and all are
also guilty of sinful thoughts. In fact, all are capable of all kinds
of sin, and of all of us without exception it is true that our carnal
minds are enmity against GOD, and that they are not subject
to the law of GOD, neither indeed can be. "So then they that
are in the flesh cannot please GOD." (See Rom. viii. 7, 8.)
There may be degrees in the depth of moral corruption into which
we have fallen, but there is no difference in regard to the great
and solemn fact that we are all by nature spiritually dead in sin,
and not only so, but that we are guilty sinners and incapable
of altering our condition. We are not only lost sinners who have
wandered far from GOD, but we are without any ability to abandon
our evil way and to return to the GOD from Whom we have
wandered.
Yet to such as we are GOD promises mercy and abundant
pardon. A very large number hear these gracious and cheering
words of promise, but are absolutely unaffected by them. It
does not occur to them that they are wicked and that they are in
danger of hell. But if any who read or hear these words are
really conscious of their sins, and of the awful consequences
which await impenitent and unpardoned sinners, then the immensely
gracious promise of mercy and of abundant pardon is full of
unspeakable co~fort.
3. But, thirdly, let us think of the particular kind of wicked people
whom GOD abundantly pardons.
Evidently He only pardons those who want this great blessing.
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Most people do not want pardon. They are like the Pharisee in
the parable. He trusted in himself that he was righteous. He
would not own that he was wicked and unrighteous. He believed
that was true of the publican, but he regarded himself as righteous.
There was no need, then, for him to return to GOD (so he thought)
and to seek His mercy and forgiveness. He did not want pardon,
and pardon He did not get. If we cling to our own fancied
righteousness we shall never feel our need of pardon and we shall
never get it.
We need to be like the poor publican. There was no doubt
in his mind as to his sinfulness. Not a thought of self-righteousness
was cherished in his heart. So deeply did he feel his sinfulness
that he would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but
smote upon his breast saying, "GOD be merciful to me a sinner."
He was a sinner who through infinite grace had forsaken his way
and his thoughts, and he had returned unto GOD. He cried for
Inercy and he got it. He sought for abundant pardon and he
experienced it. Oh, the infinite mercy if we hear GOD saying to
our souls, " I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions,
and, as a cloud, thy sins" (Isa. xliv. 22).
But how is it that a helpless sinner does forsake his way and
return unto the LORD seeking mercy and pardon ~ Is it not
true that a sheep who has wandered from the fold can never find
its way back again ~ Yes, indeed, but the shepherd can seek
the lost sheep, and that is what the Good Shepherd does. He
says of His sheep, "Them also I must bring, and they shall hear
My voice; and there shall be one fold (flock), and one Shepherd "
(John x. 16). He goeth after His lost sheep until He find it,
"and when He hath found it, He layeth it on His shoulders,
rejoicing" (Luke xv. 4, 5). He is our Bringer unto GOD, and
all who are brought back by Him obtain mercy and are abundantly
pardoned. (See 1 Peter iii. 18.)
4. Fourthly, let us think of the way to Him Who abundantly
pardons.
There is only one way to GOD, and that way is CHRIST. He
says, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the FATHER, but by Me" (John xiv. 6). There is no pardon
of sin without shedding of blood. (See Heb. ix. 22.) CHRIST
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shed His blood, the blood of the new Covenant for many, for the
remission of sins. He was wounded for their transgressions and
bruised for their iniquities. He bare their sins in His Own body
on the tree. He redeemed them from the curse, being made a
curse for them. Hence we may come boldly unto the Throne
of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need. We luay "enter into the holiest by the blood of
JESUS" (Heb. x. 19). "Through His name whosoever believeth
in Him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43).
The way, then, is open, and every convicted, penitent, and
believing sinner is sure of mercy and abundant pardon who
draws near to God through the atoning blood of the LORD JESUS
CHRIST. "Through Him we have access by one SPIRIT unto the
FATHER" (Eph. ii. 18).
Come, ye weary, heavy laden,
Lost and ruined by the fall;
If you tarry till you're better
You will never come at all.
Lo! the incarnate GOD, ascended,
Pleads the merit of His blood :
Venture on Him, venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude:
None but JESUS
Can do helpless sinners good.
5. Lastly, think of the abundant pardon promised.
It is a pardon which GOD readily gives. "Thou, LORD, art
good and ready to forgive" (Ps. lxxxvi. 5). It is a pardon which
He will bestow even upon the chief of sinners. The Apostle Pau
said he was the chief of sinners. Y et he 0 btained mercy, and
he obtained it for this cause, that in him first "JESUS CHRIST
might show forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which
should hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting." (See 1 Tim.
i . 15, 16.) His case is then an encouragement to other sinners.
If one who was the chief of sinners was pardoned, then all other
penitent, believing, and returning sinners need not despair. The
GOD Who pardoned Paul of Tarsus will assuredly pardon all
other sinners who return to Him.
The publican who cried, "GOD be merciful to me a sinner,"
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went down to his house justified, accounted righteous, and delivered
from condemnation.
The dying thief was assured that that very day he would be in
paradise with CHRIST.
Abundant pardon includes all sin, past, present, and future.
In the Divine purpose all future sins are included when GOD
justifies the sinner who believeth in JESUS. "The blood of JESUS
CHRIST His SON cleanseth us from all sin." It is a pardon which
is never cancelled. The Covenant promise is, "Their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. x. 17). With Hezekiah
the believing sinner can say, "Thou hast cast all my sins behind
Thy back" (Isa. xxxviii. 17).
Even among GOSPEL MAGAZINE readers there may be some
who have never really experienced GOD'S pardoning mercy. Let
all such humbly and meekly ponder the truths here set forth.
These truths are, however, needed daily for all believers. "If we
(believers) say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us."
We need, then, to return to· our GOD every day. We need
daily His pardoning mercy, and for our comfort it is written,
" If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 8, 9).
Freely, gratuitously, abundantly, and eternally, GOD pardons
the sins of every poor sinner who draws near to Him, trusting
only in the blood and righteousness of His dear SON. Then the
language of our hearts is, "Who is a GOD like unto thee, that
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant
of His heritage 1 He retaineth not His anger for ever, because
He delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, He will have compassion upon us; He will subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt
cast all their sins into the depths of the sea" (Micah vii. 18, 19).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

" WE know not how to bear with each other, and none but Jesus can

bear with us all."-J ohn Berridge.
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"ETERNAL JUDGMENT."
(A

*

REVIEW.)

A PAMPHLET entitled Eternal Judgment has been sent to us for
review. We have read it with considerable care. It treats of
the Hebrew word" Sheol" and the Greek word "Hades." It
also has chapters on " The Lake of Fire," "The Abyss," and the
meaning of the word "eternal." The solemn doctrine of eternal
punishment is dealt with, and the author rightly, as we think,
firmly adheres to the old view of the eternal duration of the
punishment of the ungodly.
Usually our review of a short pamphlet only occupies perhaps
a quarter of a page. On reading it, however, we felt we could
not endorse some of the esteemed author's teaching, and as the
review grew into somewhat lengthy proportions, we felt it might
appear on this occasion as our" Wayside Notes" article.
The subjects treated in the pamphlet are large, but we hope
our reference to them may prove helpful. As good men differ in
their interpretation of them, we desire, without undue dogmatism,
to write in a Christian spirit what seems to us to be in full harmony
with Scripture.
As our readers will be aware, the word "hell" in the Creed
refers, not to the place of punishment, but to the place of departed
spirit~.

When our Lord died His body was buried in the grave, but His
human soul went to the place of departed spirits called, in the
Hebrew, "Sheol," and in the Greek, "Hades." He thus fulfilled
the prophecy of Psalm xvi. 9, 10, compared with Peter's reference
~o it in Acts ii. 26, 27.
The meaning of the word "Hades" is the unseen world, but
the unseen world may denote a state of penal suffering, as in the
case of the rich man, of whom we read, "In hell (Hades) he lift
up His eyes, being in torment," and it may also denote a state of
blessedness and comfort, as in the case of Lazarus in Abraham's
bosom.

*Particulars of the pamphlet will be found under" Reviews and Notices of Books."
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But where is Hades, into which our Lord's soul went when He
died 1 Our Lord said, " As Jonas was three days and three nights
in the whale's belly, so shall the Son of man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matt. xii. 42).
The usual way of explaining these words is that" the heart of
the earth" referred to the grave in which our Lord's body was
buried. Mr. Rowlands, however, says in his pamphlet, "His soul
went down into sheol (Hades) into' the heart of the earth' " (p. 19).
For ourselves we believe the passage teaches simply that His body
was placed in the grave. As J onah was in the interior of the great
fish, so our Lord, as to His body, was in the interior of the earth.
It was perfectly legitimate to say the Son of man will be in the
heart of the earth in reference to His body. Mary Magdalene said
of His body, "They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre."
Hades, however, according to Mr. Rowlands, "is beneath, in the
heart ofthe earth." It follows, he teaches, that all the Old Testament
saints when they died went as to their souls "beneath, in the
heart of the earth," not to heaven. But if our Lord went beneath,
into the heart of the earth, and remained there, as to His soul, how
are we to understand His words to the dying thief 1 He said,
" Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise,"
and paradise means heaven. (See Luke xxiii. 43; 2 Cor. xii. 2, 4.)
Christ's human soul could nbt be beneath in the heart of the earth,
and above in heaven at the same time. Moreover, if the unseen
world into which Christ went at His death was heaven, it follows
that the heaven into 'which the thief went was the unseen world.
In other words, all the saints who die go to the unseen world, so
far as their souls are concerned, and in thei1· case, the unseen world
is heaven. It is to be present with the Lord, with Christ in heaven.
But Mr. Rowlands says, "Sheol (Hades) had, prior to the
wrought-out redemption of Messiah, a place where the souls
of the blessed \vent while they waited the accomplishment in
history of the death and resurrection of Christ, and it had also
another department, called in Scripture 'the lowest sheol' (Deut.
xxxii. 22), where the souls of the departed wicked were (and still
are) confined. When Christ died and rose (Mr. Rowlands goes on
to say), His power and authority were used to transfer the souls
of His people from sheol beneath to the paradise above, and
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when He comes again in His majestic glory, He will also release
from death and the grave, the bodies of His saints, in virtue of that
accomplished redemption" (p. 4).
According to our author, the souls of all the Old Testament
saints were, for hundreds of years, "beneath in the heart of the
earth," but when Ohrist rose from the dead He transferred them
to heaven, and now none of the saints who die are" beneath in
the heart of the earth," but they are above in heaven. For them,
Hades, the unseen world, has been abolished. The only proof
which Mr. Rowlands gives for this transference of the Old Testament
saints from beneath in the heart of the earth to heaven is
Ephesians iv. 8, 9.
We suggest that such a doctrine requires very much clearer and
unmistakable proof from Scripture than that one passage, which
certainly does not definitely teach it. We see no reason to doubt
that as all the Old Testament saints were justified by faith in a
coming Redeemer, they departed to be with Ohrist in heaven
even as the saints do to-day. The parable of the rich man and
Lazarus, it seems to us, is intended to teach us that all who die
in the Lord are received into heaven, and all who die without
Ohrist depart to an unseen world, where awful penal suffering is
their portion, even in the disembodied state.
The subj ect dealt with in this pamphlet is a large one and we
will therefore only subjoin a few quotations from other commentators
on this subject.
Dr. Boultbee, in his Oomlnentary on the Thirty-nine Articles,
says, "Ohrist bore the condition of a dead man, as He had done
that of a living one. His body was laid in the grave. His soul
was conveyed to the same receptacles as the souls of other men.
He has thus assured His people of His power and presence in
death as well as in life."
" Finally, we may thus represent the usual simple mode of
presenting the subject. We may combine the words of our Lord
to the dying thief with the quotation of St. Peter from the Psalms.
If the thief was to be with Him that day in paradise, and yet
He descended into Hades, that part of Hades to which He
descended must be the place where the souls of the just await
the resurrection" (p. 33).
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In other words, paradise and the part of Ifades to which our Lord's
soul was conveyed are one and the same, and the Apostle Paul teaches
that. paradise means heaven.
In regard to "the descent into hell," Bishop Moule says, "The

precise wording of this belief is not Scriptural; we nowhere find
in Scripture the words 'descent' and 'hell' used together, with
reference to our Lord. But the substance is Scriptural. See
Psalm xvi. 10, interpreted Acts ii. 26, 27."
Again, he says, " The truth taught is that our Lord entered the .
state of spirits, accepting all its essential conditions. To teach as
revealed truth anything beyond this fact is an intrusion into the
unseen. And to lay stress upon the local cast of the phrase, and
on the word descend, is unsafe; for all local conceptions are unsettled
in the absence of bodily conditions. Nothing is demanded by
Scripture phraseology but that the descent of the body into the
earth transmits its idea to the motion of the soul into the unseen.
In the light of New Testament language about the presence of
the believer with Christ now at death (2 Cor. v. 8; Phil. i. 23),
and of the Apocalyptic visions of redeemed and praising multitudes
, before the throne,' in what seems to be a pre-resurrection state
(Rev. vii. 9; xix. 1), the belief of a literal' underworld' of departed
spirits may be dismissed from thought."
Bishop Moule sums up his remarks on this subject by saying:
"Returning to the Divine simplicity of Scripture, we find:"a. No evidence for a change of place and condition of the old
saints at the Lord's death, but rather allusions to their rest and glory
Jr01n the first.
" b. No evidence for a ' going down ' of the departing Christian,
but full and joyful reference to his immediate presence with the
glorified and ascended Christ at death. This hope, as it seems to
us, stands in a place faint and secondary in patristic teaching as
compared with the Scriptural view.
"c. Full recognition of a vast accessi~ of power and bliss
when the 'redemption of the body' (Rom. viii. 23) comes. Holy
Scripture fully recognizes an intermediate state, while it maintains
great reserve, to say the least, about an intermediate place.
'Paradise,' in Scripture, far from being locally distinguished
fromIheaven, the upper world, appears as in it and of it. See
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2 Cor. xii. 2-4; Rev. ii. 7, with xxii. 2-5. And compare, e.g.,
Acts vii. 55, 56, with 59; and Phil. i. 23 with Col. iii. 1-3."(Outlines of Christian Doctrine, pp. 92-94, 97, 98.)
In conclusion, it seems to us that Scripture teaches that the
unseen world into which our Lord's human soul went when He died
was heaven, or, to use another name for it, it was paradise. There,
too, the thief went on the day he died. He was that day with
Christ in heaven. So all who die in the Lord are at once
with Christ in heaven, which is far better.
We believe that all the Old Testament saints also went direct
to heaven when they died. We think that our Lord's parable of
the rich man and Lazarus was intended to draw aside the curtain
which separates the visible from the invisible world, and to reveal
to us the heavenly blessedness of all who have died in the Lord
and the permanent and eternal suffering of all who have died
without Christ.
Both Moses and Elias appeared in glory on the
ount of
Transfiguration (Luke ix. 30, 31). We know that Elijah as taken,
up by a whirlwind into heaven (2 Kings ii. 1, 11). !\10se however,
died in the land of Moab (Deut. xxxiv. 5, 6). Are we to assume
that when these two Old Testament saints appeared in glory at
the Transfiguration that Elijah was brought down from heaven,
and Moses was brought up from a place in the heart of the earth ?
Such a view seems to us to be without any Scriptural warrant.
Moreover, their "appearing in glory" seems clearly to suggest
heavenly glory. Glory is associated with heavenly blessedness, not,
we think, with an abode down in the heart of the earth.
THE EDITOR.

"WHO MAKETH THEE TO DIFFER 1 "
" AMONG a hundred to whom the same discourse is delivered, twenty,
perhaps, receive it with the prompt obedience of faith; the others
set no value upon it, or deride, or spurn, or abominate it. If it is said
that this diversity is owing to the malice and perversity of the latter,
the answer is not satisfactory: for the same wickedness would possess
the minds of the former, did not God in His goodness correct it. And
hence we will always be entangled until we call in the aid of Paul's
question, 'Who maketh thee to differ l' (1 Cor. iv. 7), intimating that
some excel others, not by their own virtue, but by the mere favour
of God."-Calvin's Institutes, Vol. 11, pp. 596, 597.
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lFJilgrim ¥Japer£)
WELLSPRINGS.
" And when they came to M arah, they could not drink of the waters of
il1.arah, for they were bitter,. therefore the name of it was called
Marah. And the people murmured against llIoses, saying, What
shall we drink? And he cried unto the Lord,. and the Lord showed
him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were
made sweet,. there he made for them a statute and an ordinance,
and there he proved them."-ExoDus xv. 23-25.

IN my young days I loved and committed to memory a sweet poem
full of gracious and experimental teaching upon the wanderings of
the children of Israel and the mercy, forbearance, and longsuffering
of their faithful God, as their Guiding Pillar. It told how
"The Exodus was only the beginning
Of countless tender mercies by the way,
God went before His people He had chosen,
With fire by night, and with a cloud by day."

The poem went on to sing of the mercies of their God in spite of Israel's
rebellion, discontent, and murmurings; and how His leadings often
"crossed their inclinations" and "kept them so uncertain of the
future"; wrote" If God permit" on every plan; "mocked the wisdom
of the wisest and made a child of every full-grown man." And one of
the scenes in their wilderness march is under our consideration at
this time. May the Holy Spirit guide and direct our thoughts to His
own glory and our edification.
What a wonderful history is that of the children of Israel. And
how blessedly and eminently it sets forth the Divine wisdom, protection, and provision ever extended towards them, whilst they were still
the rebellious, stiff-necked, unbelieving, ungrateful people towards
their faithful God throughout all their wanderings. For they were
truly wanderings and His people were on pilgrimage. "They wandered in the wilderness where there was no way." And again, " God
led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although
that was near; ... But God led them about" (Exod. xiii. 17, 18).
And it pleased Him that their wanderings and leadings about should
cover forty years to arrive in Canaan, which otherwise could have
been reached in far less time. But they were to go through varied
experiences whereby He would humble and prove them, and leave
them as " ensamples " to us who were to come after and who would
likewise prove the faithfulness of our God. Now in the scene before
us, the great congregation had been brought safely through the Red
Sea and all its dangers and threatenings. They are now in the wilderness of Shur and they journey for three days therein and find no water.
\Vearied and disappointed and always ready to break out in fresh
rebellion (and, my dear readers, I am writing as for myself, yea, and
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ourselves in this hunlbling experience I), they had so soon forgotten
the victorious deliverance when they sang their song of praise to
" The Lord Who had triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider
hath He thrown into the sea." At the earliest opportunity- sin again
broke out with fresh complaints. Moreover, their spirits are to be
further tried, as, after three days without drink for themselves and
their cattle, they come to Marah, where there is plenty but undrinkabl
water. Full of bitterness! Oh, child of God, have not you and I been
brought here in like experience spiritually ~ Have not you and I
known what it was to pour out our complaints in murmurings and
rebellion, and question the meaning and the mercy of our God in thu
dealing with us ~ "And the people murmured against Moses, saying,
What shall we drink ~" And the Lord's dear meek servant does the
best and wisest thing; "he cried unto the Lord," and as another was
enabled to testify, "my cry came even unto His ears." The Lord,
ever gracious, ever ready to hear and forgive and help with renewals of
His favour, "showed him a tree, which when he had cast into the
waters, the waters were made sweet."
.
Oh, how true it is that God tries His people, that they may prove
Him. He never deals without a means to an end, even their ultimat
good and His glory. Thus far for the circumstances surrounding our
text. Let us now direct our thoughts in dependence upon he Hol
Spirit's teaching and illuminating to what is intended b
a re "
which, cast into those bitter waters, made them swee ,palatable and
drinkable.
A Tree. It was evidently one particular, specific ree. There were
doubtless others around, but Moses must have had his e e directed to
one and he took that one unquestioningly, without rea oning or
argument, on the bare word of his God. The word and will of the
Lord is ever perfect.
A Tree! Our thoughts are directed to the thrice mention of " a
tree" in the New Testament, where the Apostles Peter and Paul
refer to the Cross of Calvary as such. With what holy boldness does
Peter declare before the council, who had endeavoured by imprisonment to silence his and John's testimony, " The God of our fathers
raised up Jesus, ",Vhom ye slew and hanged on a tree" (Acts v. 30).
Then, in his first epistle (ii. 24) he again declares: "Who His own
Self bare our sins in IIis own body on the tree"; whilst the Apostle
Paul in his Epistle to the Galatians (iii.13) quotes the Levitical law as,
" it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree" (Deut.
xxi. 23). And here we have the secret of our Scripture under consideration! For you and I well know, beloved reader, how the Cross of Christ
has sweetened our bitterest waters and made them drinkable. He
drank the full cup of bitterness up for us. They were gall and wormwood as His portion, in His people's stead. So that, whatever he
strength of our bitter waters, we can never arrive at what His were
that we might be free. To us, the Cross of Christ-that wondrous
Tree of Life and Healing-ever brings us comfort and support in our
T
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seas of trouble, and bitter waters of adversity, and changes the curse
into a blessing.
In his profound and sublime book on The Suffering Saviour, the
learned Dr. Krummacher writes of the Crucifixion: "Ah! see His
bleeding Arms extended wide; He stretches them out to every sinner.
His Hands point to the east and to the west, for He shall gather out
His children from the ends of the earth. The top of the Cross is directed
towards the sky; far above the world will its effects extend. Its
foot is fixed in the earth; the Cross becomes a wondrous tree, from
whence we reap the fruit of our eternal reconciliation."
The immortal Watts also calls upon us to " go worship at Immanuel's
feet," and how :"Earth is too narrow to express,
His worth, His glory and His grace."

He goes on to set forth the beauteous and various characters of Christ
in many of the emblems of nature and asks,
" Is He a Tree? The world receives
Salvation from His healing leaves;
That Righteous Branch, that fruitful bough
Is David's root and offspring too."

Just as we look upon the various properties in a tree-the wood,
branches, leaves, tendrils, fruit, and root-we find how all is made to
point us to our precious Christ, Who is the Tree of Life, " Whose leaves
are for the healing of the nations." And all, that we might be called
" trees of righteousness which the Lord hath blessed": we deriving
all from Him.
"Nourished by Thee and kept alive,
I flourish and bear fruit ;
The plant which Thy Right Hand hath set
Shall ne'er be rooted up."

May the teaching of our text draw our minds off from self, however
bitter the waters of Marah are to us in our sorrow for sin; its indwelling
and daily humblings; our pathway of appointed tribulation; affliction, suffering and sorrow, partings, sighings and tears, and give us
to look off from all within and around and beneath, to Jesus Who
bore all the curse and condemnation for us; suffered in our stead,
" The Just for the unjust," and Who lifts our load, relieves our burden,
and sweetens our every bitter thing. May supporting and enabling
grace be given us to look off from ourselves and think at what tremendous cost was the bitterness of our sins to Him, Who knew no sin; Who
" Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses" (Matt. viii. 17),
and Who suffered all the waves and billows of Divine Justice to go
over His sinless body for His Church's sake.
"He sank beneath our heavy woes,
To raise us to His throne ;
There's ne'er a gift His Hand bestows,
But cost His heart a groan.
11
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"This was compassion like a God,
That when the Saviour knew
The price of pardon was His Blood,
His pity ne'er withdrew.
" Now though He reigns exalted high,
His love is still as great;
Well He remembers Calvary,
Nor lets His saints forget.
"Here let our hearts begin to melt,
While we His death record;
And with our joy for pardoned guilt,
Mourn that we pierced our Lord! "-Watts.

Whatever your sorrow, beloved reader, however bitter the cup of
affliction you are called to drink, remember there is no sorrow for you
like unto that which the Man of Sorrows and acquainted with every
grief bore for you; and that He can, and does, raise up from your
waters of sanctified affliction, matters for eternal praise, and that in
Him you find your bitterest times sweetened and the healing virtue
of His Cross and Passion for all your sins.

R.
SUNDAY CINEMAS.
THE Lord's Day Observance Society points out that during the War
Sunday cinemas have increased from 1300 to lS00-an increase of
500 Sunday cinemas. Sad to say, this increase of Sabbath desecration
is being aided in some cases by professed ministers of the Gospel.
One of our correspondents has sent us a cutting from the Sussex Daily
News of April 2nd last, headed, "Nothing wrong with Sunday Cinemas,
says Lewes Rector. No moral issue involved." The said rector is
reported as saying, " I don't think there is any moral issue in it at
all. It is not a wicked thing to go to a cinema on a Sunday night.
. . . My own idea is that it would be a very good thing for the cinemas
to be open on Sunday nights for the troops and young people to have
some wholesome entertainment."
For ourselves we think it is a bad thing for cinemas to be open on
an~ day. But what saith the Scripture ~ "If thou turn away thy
foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy day;
and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; and
shalt honour Him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then shalt thou delight
thyself in the Lord" (Isa. lviii. 13, 14).
There are two classes of people, those who delight in the Lord, and
those who have no reverence for the Lord. The former refrain from
doing their own pleasure on God's holy day. They call the Sabbath
a delight, and in all their words and ways they seek to please God.
Such delight themselves in the Lord. They tremble at His Word.
They feel that among the causes of this terrible war are the sins of the
nation, including the widespread sin of Sabbath desecration.
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Srrmons anll Notes of Sermons.
THE OFFICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON WHIT-SUNDAY EVENING, 1902.

" He shall glorify Me."-JoHN xvi. 14 (opening words).
DEAR friends, it is always a matter of special satisfaction to myself
that our Reformed Church gives such prominence in its services to
the Person of the Holy Ghost, and there is one particular sentence in
one of our creeds which I always find the greatest spiritual pleasure
in reciting with you, and that is where we unite our hearts and voices
in saying we believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life,
because in that short sentence we claim the Holy Ghost to be Jehovah :
"I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord." And we confessed this
morning in another of our Scriptural creeds, "The Father is Lord,
the Son Lord, and the Holy Ghost Lord." And in the same epitome
of Divine truth we confessed the blessed Spirit" A.lmighty," even as
is the Father, even as is the Son; yet not three' Almighties, but one
Almighty. I delight, as you also do, dear fellow believers, in giving
public expression frequently to this conviction of our souls. May
God keep us and hold us fast in this faith that we may never give
place to the teachings of men which now so perplex the minds of
some regarding the Personality of the Holy Spirit. Too many teachers
are pressing their hearers with the idea that the Holy Ghost is only
an influence, a Divine influence, absolutely denying His Godhead
as a Person. Hold you fast, and may my heart also hold fast through
grace, to the Bible revelation of the Holy Spirit as God, even as is
the Father, even as is the Son.
Then, further, we feel thankful that our Scriptural Reformed services
lay emphasis on the work of the Holy Ghost, not merely on His Godhead
and His Personality, but on His specific work in the Covenant of
grace, for the Holy Ghost has His Own definite place in the economy
of God's salvation Covenant, and it is just His work, dear friends,
which Jesus Himself proclaimed in this verse-" He shall glorify Me."
That is the specific office of the Holy Spirit-" He shall glorify
Me." He ever did this. We must go back beyond Pentecost to trace
the operations of the Holy Ghost. They did not begin on the day
of Pentecost. It is very interesting to note how early in Holy Scripture
He is mentioned. In the very first chapter of Genesis, as you remember,
in the second verse, we have mention of Him: "And the Spirit of
God moved (or fluttered) upon the face of the waters." There was
no motion presumably in those waters themselves-they were the
waters of death, if we may so speak. A dead sea covered the whole
of the globe until the Holy Ghost moved upon its face to ripple it,
to disturb it, initiating thereby the great work which He presently
carried through, namely, to separate those waters so that the dry
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land should appear, which in its turn became peopled and furnished
by the same Spirit. And in this thing we see not merely a historical
fact or a group of facts, but we also see a spiritual reality. Throughout
the Bible waters symbolize people, and so we see in a figure how the
Holy Ghost initiated work thus upon the face of the nations, of the
peoples, and of individuals; this analogy, which I would suggest
to your minds is consistent with the teaching of Holy Scripture. You
remember well how the Apostle Paul, writing in the Holy Ghost, says,
"God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." There is a similar analogy.
God, Who did one thing in "the kingdom of nature on the occasion
of creation, spiritually effects a work far more marvellous in its
character and far reaching in its results than that former work of
His, but there is a singular likeness to be traced between the one
and the other. So in regard to this operation of the Holy Spirit,
His moving upon the face of the waters so that they became affected
by His holy breath, in the Kingdom of God's grace it is His work
to undertake the dead sinner, to take up his case as such, and to
initiate his salvation by breathing the breath of life into him. And
this work has He been continuing from the first. There was never
a sinner in Old Testament times in any of those various epochs of
the old Dispensation, the Adamic, the Patriarchal, and the Mosaic,
that was not the subject of the quickening grace of the Holy Ghost,
never a case of a sinner coming to God for salvation but under the
Spirit's convicting power.
And so I repeat myself in saying that we must go beyond
Pentecost to trace the operations of God the Holy Spirit. They
began at the outset of God's dealings with this planet of ours.
And then we subsequently find Him recognized in the witnesses
that were raised up to proclaim the truth of God, notably in Noah.
Noah was a preacher of righteousness, a preacher of God's righteousness
in the sense of God's justice. Noah was a prophet whom God raised
up in a dark and cloudy day, in a time of universal apostasy from
God and. His truth, and he warned the guilty people of coming
destruction. But they paid no regard to his message, they despised
and rejected the counsels of God against themselves, with the result
as you all know that God's judgment, previously threatened, overtook
them at the close of the assigned period of one hundred and twenty
years. And all that time it would seem Noah was bearing testimony,
probably in two ways-not only by his lips, but also by his daily
life and occupation, because during that period it was that the Ark
was prepared. Noah, "moved with fear," by faith effected this
work for the salvation of himself and his house-in all eight souls;
" few," says the Holy Ghost, but sufficient for God's purposes. Now
it was the work of the Spirit in Noah to bear testimony to God's
character as hating sin and judging it in the impenitent, and I take
the case of Noah because it illustrates the case of each and all of the
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other Old Testament prophets. They were men who were raised by
God in their several ages to bear witness to His truth, men whom the
Holy Ghost prepared for the work. This comes out, as you remember,
in the Epistle by Peter, where we have mentioned those who" testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow,"
because if we were to summarize the messengers, or the messages
delivered by God's prophetic servants in the former Dispensations,
we should find them summarized in those few words-" they testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow."
Christ was the summary of the Spirit's witness in the prophets throughout the ages. "He shall glorify Me."
But that commission which He Himself undertook in Council and
Covenant with the Father and the Son was to become emphasized
on the Day of Pentecost, and throughout this Dispensation of the
Gospel in which we are privileged to live. Christ, before He left
the Church, foretold the coming of the Spirit. It was the delight
of the Lord's heart, the heart of the Lord Jesus, to magnify and honour
the Holy Spirit, and we therefore have His mind, dear fellow believers,
if we seek to honour the Holy Spirit and to magnify His office. We
cannot too highly exalt Him, for He is the official Representative
on earth of the Father and the Son. He is the only Vicar of God
upon earth. Hold fast to that truth, because Christendom is coming
round to believe that there is a visible head of the Church on earth
to be recognized, to whom this title may with propriety be given"the Vicar of Christ." We say, No, the Holy Ghost is the sole
Representative of the Father and the Son upon earth; we recognize
no other; and those who recognize another are setting aside the
revelation which God has been ,pleased to make of Himself. You
know the Lord Jesus on one occasion, referring to the Holy Ghost,
speaking particularly of His advent, His Pentecostal coming, said,
" Whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not." And
that is just now what Christendom is lusting after-to have a visible
representative of God on earth possessing Divine attributes and
exercising Divine authority in the Church. "Whom the world
cannot receive." Though that world profess the Name of Christ
and consequently be called Christendom it cannot receive the Spirit
because He is invisible. Christendom is unconverted though it be
baptized. "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of
His." "He shall glorify Me," He shall not seek as the end and 0 bj ect
of His mission to glorify Himself, but" He shall glorify Me." The
earthly pretender to the Vicariate of Christ or God on earth claims
the very opposite; he speaks of himself boastfully great things (speaking according to prophecy concerning Antichrist). But the Holy
Ghost, His office is to glorify Christ according to this prediction which
we have from the Lord's Own lips, "He shall glorify Me." May
I mention that the Greek word for" He" in this place is one full of
emphasis, a very, very strong word, " that One," " He," He Himself,
which is exclusive of all others. None may associate themselves with
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the Holy Ghost in this matter, for He alone can take of the things
of Christ and announce them, as the Greek is, unto us, for that is
what He undertook, and He gave us an illustration of His ability
and His resources on the glorious Day of Pentecost. Oh, what a
taking was there on that Day by the Holy Ghost of the things of
Christ, what an opening up through Peter of the Old Testament
Scriptures of prophecy concerning Christ! How Jesus was magnified
by the testimony of Peter, a man now full of the Holy Ghost, that
very Jesus, he told his hearers, Whom they had despised and rejected
and slain, but Whom God had raised up again even unto His Right
Hand in the Heaven of Heavens. Now the power of the Holy Ghost
accompanied that faithful message of that faithful messenger. How
faithful was it ! You see how Peter was free of that snare of snares,
namely, the fear of man. He told his hearers, though they were
thousands in number, told them of their sins to their faces. He
kept nothing back of the counsel of God, he magnified Christ; the
Holy Ghost in Peter glorified Christ that day and the Holy Ghost
applied the message in His Almighty power and with Divine efficacy
to the hearts of three thousand hearers of the message. We are
told "they were pricked in their heart."
Now that is the work, the sole work, of the Holy Ghost-to pierce
the heart of unbelief, the proud heart, the hard heart, the stony heart.
Oh, it requires the finger of God to pierce such a heart as that, to
melt such a heart as that, to humble and subdue and make teachable
and receptive such hearts as that! But this the Holy Ghost did
in three thousand cases on the Day of Pentecost, and by doing this
He glorified Christ Who had already bought and paid for in the price
of His precious blood everyone of these three thousand sinners.
And it was due to the Lord Jesus, the great Redeemer, that these
chief sinners should be brought to a knowledge of their sins; it was
due to Jesus, Who had bought these precious souls with His Own
blood and not with the blood of another, that they should be brought
to see their only refuge, their only way of escape from the wrath to
come for sinners such as they, was by looking up, broken-hearted,
unto Jesus. And they made then and there a public profession of
their faith in Jesus and they were baptized. They thus acknowledged
themselves saved sinners, their humble-hearted trust centring alone
in the Crucified One Whom hitherto they had despised and rejected
and set at nought and slain. Oh, how greatly was Jesus glorified
on that Pentecostal Day! To sum it up, remember it was within
a few short hours of His going to the Father and commissioning the
Holy Ghost to come down from heaven to enter upon a Dispensation
absolutely His Own. Within a few short hours, I repeat, the joy
of the great Shepherd over the salvation of not a few of His precious
sheep was realized, for Jesus Himself tells us "there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth." Here
were three tho~and penitent sinners. Oh, what a foretaste for
Jesus was this of the coming joy which the Father had pledged to
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bestow upon Him in consideration of His fulfilling His Covenant
work in dying for sinners, rising again from the dead for sinners,
ascending up on High, entering within the veil for sinners, to be their
Advocate and ever-living Intercessor.
" He shall glorify Me." The Holy Ghost, may I say, keeps His
eye fixed on Jesus to give Him joy. That is the great predominant
thought of that Divine mind-to serve the Lord Jesus, to please
the Lord Jesus, to glorify the Lord Jesus in the salvation of bloodbought sinners, and not only in the quickening of them but in all
the subsequent experience of their souls. It is the work of the Holy
Ghost to teach. Having quickened, having brought the sinner to
know his need and to find an answer to all that need in Christ crucified
and glorified, it is then the work of the Spirit to take of the further
things of Christ, to announce them, to open them, and to apply them
to the hearts of believers, and this further glorifies Christ, and it
delights His heart to see His disciples growing in grace and in His
Own likeness-the work of the Spirit in them. Especially we believe
in a happy Divine accord between Christ in the Glory at the Father's
Right Hand and the Holy Ghost down here in the hearts of
the redeemed. The eye of Jesus is fixed upon the operations of the
Spirit in the hearts of the believers, and the eye of the Spirit indwelling
the believers is fixed on Jesus at the Father's Right Hand. Oh,
there is a perfect accord between these two Blessed Ones. And
the Father gazes upon Both and the joy is full, Divine and unintermittent, for there is no failure in the work of the Holy Ghost in the
hearts of those in whom He has taken up His everlasting habitationno failure, all failure is in the flesh of the saints, in the old nature
of the saints. Ah, said Paul, when in his right mind, "I know "and what was it he knew? "I know that in me (that is, in my flesh)
dwelleth no good thing." May that knowledge be the property of
us all, that we may learn through grace increasingly to cease from
the flesh, from all confidence in the- flesh, from all hope in the flesh,
that we may reckon it a thing dead and we in our turn dead to it.
Paul speaks of a duplex crucifixion; he speaks, too, of this evil under
the designation of the world; he says this, " The world is crucified
unto me, and I unto the world." The eyes of a crucified person
doubtless find but little pleasure in the landscape that may be stretched
out on the right hand and the left, all has lost its beauty now, its
interest now, its attractions now, it is all crucified to the dying man,
and he in his turn accounts himself crucified to it. And so it is with
the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ under the blessed influence,
teaching, and anointing of the Holy Ghost, he accounts the world
a crucified thing in its relation to himself, and he gladly and thankfully and praisefully accounts himself crucified to it. I say there
is no failure in the work of the Holy Ghost in the hearts of believers.
All the failure, all the shortcoming, and all the unfruitfulness must
be put down to the discredit of the flesh, but the work of the Spirit
is prosperous and progressive, ever deepening, not always manifest,
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not always manifest even to the subject of it. Ah, these may be
accounted by the Spirit, Who seeth not as we see, the most profitable
seasons through which we as believers pass when we are mourning
over the poverty of spiritual things in our souls. It is not only when
we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory that the Spirit's
work is prospering, but also when we learn the unprofitableness of
this old nature, and we mourn over the dominion or domination
of the flesh in the experience of our own hearts. The grace of humility,
the grace of meekness, the grace of self-littleness, is a precious grace
in the estimation of God the Holy Ghost. Oh, for an increase of it
that we may become increasingly little in our own sight and yet
increasingly great in Him-in Him. We are accepted in Him in
Whom we are complete.
" He shall glorify Me by thus making revelation of Me, of My fulness,
of what I am in character and in office and in promise to My believing
saints." And so He leads on the Church progressively in a knowledge
of her Head, her glorified Head, from Whom she is led to look for
all supplies of grace and wisdom and strength. Nor this only, but
her fruit also-" From Me is thy fruit found." We were hearing
from the fifth of Galatians this evening of that fruit of the Spirit,
" Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance "-all attributed to the Spirit. "The fruit of the Spirit
is," not " the fruits of the Spirit are." The fruit of the Spirit is a
precious cluster, these precious graces cohere, they grow on one stem,
and they owe all their sweetness and their fragrance to one Root.
The Holy Ghost it is that ministers the vital moisture that feeds
these graces evidenced in believers, in their hearts, in their lives, in
their walk, and in their testimony. Honour the Spirit. Honour the
Holy Ghost. Seek from Him your fruit-He delights in making the
precious branches in the one Living Vine fruitful. There are times
when the pruning knife must be vigorously used to cut away all that
is of the flesh, all that is of self, of the creature, all that is not of the
Holy Spirit Himself. Yes, it is the Spirit Who in His tenderness
and His loving heart deals with the saints when they are under the
rod. It is the work of the Spirit to open the ear of the scourged
ones and the bruised ones of the bleeding branches in the Vine, it is
His work to open the ear of the exercised to hear the rod, and
to recognize the knife, the pruning knife; and more than that, to
recognize the Hand that uses it. He takes thus of the things of
Christ and reveals them to the saints, and thus, too, it is that He
glorifies Christ Himself.
the year 1496 B.O. to A.D. 1862, a period of 3358 years, there
were only 228 years of peace. Within the last 300 years there have
been 286 wars in Europe. From 1500 B.O. to A.D. 1860 more than
8000 (permanent) peace treaties were signed, the average duration
two years! "-H. R. Minn, B.A., Lecture, University of Otago, New
Zealand. in The Evangelical Quarterly, January, 1940, p. 80.
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THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH AND THE WORLD.
EXTRACT FROM A SERMON BY J. C. PHILPOT, FROM THE WORDS,
"WHOM THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE" (JOHN xiv. 16, 17).
THE I~ord Himself gives two reasons why the world cannot receive
the Spirit of truth. The first is, "It seeth Him not"; the second
is, "It knoweth Him not." The world-that is, the world dead in
sin, and the world dead in profession, men generally destitute of the
life and power of God-must have something that it can see. It
cannot receive that which it sees not. Nature, sense, reason, can
never go beyond earthly things; thus, whilst men have no Divine
faith, they are under the entire influence of their natural minds, and
as heavenly things can only be seen by heavenly eyes, they cannot
receive the things which are invisible. Things must be either presented
to their natural eye, or be such as their rational understanding can
grasp, or they cannot and will not receive them.
Now this explains why a religion that presents itself with a degree
of beauty and grandeur to the natural eye will always be received
by the world, whilst a spiritual, internal, heartfelt, and experimental
religion will always be rejected. The world can receive a religion
that consists of forms, rites, and ceremonies. These are things seen.
Beautiful buildings, painted windows, pealing organs, melodious
choirs, the pomp and parade of an earthly priesthood, and a whole
apparatus of religious ceremony carry with them something that the
natural eye can see and admire. The world receives all this external
worship because it is suitable to the natural mind and intelligible to
the reasoning faculties. But the quiet, inward, experimental, Divine
religion, which presents no attractions to the outward eye, but is wrought
in the heart by a Divine operation, the world cannot receive this,
because it presents nothing that the natural eye can rest upon with
pleasure or is adapted to gratify the general idea of what religion is
or should be. "Neither knoweth Him."
The world knows nothing of Divine consolation, because it knows
nothing of spiritual grief and sorrow. Hardened in sin, careless tn
self-righteousness, or steeped up to the lips in an empty profession,
what do men care to know about an inward Comforter? Their
religion, such as it is, has never cost them an hour's uneasiness or
brought their heart down with trouble and distress. If, according
to Paul's rule, "as the sufferings of Christ abound, so consolation
aboundeth also by Christ" (2 Cor. i. 5), where there is no suffering,
there can be no consolation. Not knowing, then, for themselves
anything of the inward consolations of the Spirit, they cannot believe
there is such a thing known to the saint of God. "Fanaticism,
enthusiasm, stuff, madness, ridiculous nonsense, bigotry, a bad spirit "any term that can be used, any which comes the easiest to hand,
will be launched, with many an angry invective, against that religion
which mainly consists in the love and power of the Holy Ghost.
And why? For this reason, because they do not themselves know
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the consolations bestowed upon the saints of God, nor are they
acquainted with the work and witness of the Spirit of truth in their
own heart and conscience.
Marvel not, then, that worldly professors despise a religion wrought
in the soul by the power of God. Be not surprised if even your
own relatives think you almost insane when you speak of the consolations of the Spirit or of the teachings of God in your soul. They
cannot receive these things, for they have no experience of them,
and being such as are altogether opposed to the carnal mind, they
reject them with enmity and scorn. It is surprising that men with
the Bible in their hands, and read as it is so much in public and
private, should set themselves so desperately against what is so plainly
declared therein. Our Lord's own words, if they were not His, would
be called by thousands "fanaticism" and "enthusiasm," for the
moment that they are opened up and brought forward as present
realities, they arouse a very storm of indignation. Men can read them
or bear to hear them read as long as they are merely in the Bible.
The. sword in the sheath is not dreaded, for it inflicts no wounds,
but the naked sword cuts too deeply not to arouse enmity against
its keen strokes. It was so when the Lord spake the words; it is so
now when His words in the mouth of His servants have point and edge.
But if the Lord has given to any of you eyes to see and hearts to
receive this Divine Comforter, praise, bless, and adore your God and
Father, and most merciful Benefactor, for His distinguishing grace in
giving you to know Him as your Comforter; and if He has eve.r
dropped into your soul any of His sweet teachings, bless Him that
you have received Him also as the Spirit of truth into your conscience.
What but sovereign grace-rich, free, and superabounding-has made
the difference between you and them 1 But for His Divine operations
upon your soul, you would still be of the world, hardening your heart
against everything good and God-like, walking on in the pride and
ignorance of unbelief and self-righteousness, until you sank down
into the chambers of death. Oh, it is a mercy if but one drop of
heavenly consolation has ever been distilled into your soul; if ever
you have felt or found any relief in your sorrows and distresses from
the work and witness of the Holy Ghost; if you have ever gathered.
any solid comfort from any promise applied with power from any
text dropped into your heart with a sealing testimony, from any
manifestation of the love and blood of Christ, or from any communication of liberty, joy, or peace such as are produced by the operation
and influence of the Spirit of God. It may have been but little,
nor did it last long, but it has given you a taste of its blessedness.
But look to it well and examine carefully whether it be real, and
whether, weighed in the balance of the sanctuary you have good
ground for believing that what. you received with such comfort to
your soul was distilled into your heart by the Comforter and that
the truth which you have felt and believed, as well as professed, has
been opened up to your conscience by the Spirit of truth.
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"THE SENSES."
A DEAR friend once told me this of herself. She was taught from
earliest days by her parents to pray to God, and she had the immeasur'able added mercy of being taught by Himself to draw near. She was
still very young when she experienced His very present help. She
was told that she must give her grandmother medicine at midnight.
How was she either to keep awake till then, or to wake up? But she
cast her care on God and went to sleep, and slept until a touch on her
shoulder roused her. The clock was striking twelve. She knew Who
it was that sent the touching hand. He might have made the thunder
roll at the necessary moment, or caused any minor noise to break the
.stillness of the night. But it was His gentleness that made the little
girl great, manifesting her relationship with Elijah and Daniel; confirming her hope also in Him Who with His own hand touched away
the leprosy from' the poor man, and the fever from Peter's mother-inlaw. I have thought that fever is a complaint to which one seems
liable. Hurriedness of spirit and over anxiety are symptoms. I
think I once had what might be described as an acute attack. It felt
as if I must take to visiting at the workhouse-I ought to have been
~oing so long before. Whatever the difficulties were, they had to be
overcome. Ordinary duties must be crushed in, and so on. It felt
as if heaven was waiting for my visits to the Union. This went on for
some time; my zeal cooled, my reason told me that I had enough
to do without, and after a while, having begun in the flesh, I was made
perfect in the Spirit by giving it up. The Lord, I think, had touched
my hand, and like Peter's wife's mother, I calmed down into the
ministrations immediately before me. Some years afterwards I saw
it all described by Dr. Owen. Touch is one of our" senses." In the
Epistle to the Hebrews we read that strong meat belongs to them that
.are of age, to them that by reason of use have their senses exercised
to discern good and evil. This word "senses" is, in the Bishop's
Bible, translated "wits," and means, I suppose, their reason, and
faculties generally, both natural and spiritual, as in the mysterious
working of the Blessed Spirit these go together. But, leaving the
word as " senses," much might be said about our taste, hearing, seeing,
handling, and smelling in the things of God. "0 taste and see that
the Lord is good."
The Song of Songs says much about the" savour" of the holy
things of God, of the Beloved. But long before Solomon's day the
Lord had" smelt a sweet savour," when the smoke of Noah's sacrifice
rose from the emancipated earth. He smelled the sweet incense at
,every morning and evening sacrifice until Christ offered Himself.
;Since then incense has been nothing to Him. But He goes down into
His garden to get joy from the plants of His own right hand planting.
'Their fragrance is sweet to Him. Paul said that he and his friends
were" a sweet savour of Christ unto God." He had been in much
affliction and anguish of heart. The affairs of the Church made him
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sad, and he missed Titus. But he was not his own: it was God Who
made manifest by him the savour of His knowledge, an indescribable,
invisible pleasure and comfort. A fragrance was left behind, when the
Comforter by the lips of Paul unfolded the beauties of the Lord. Paul
said that he himself was a sweet savour unto God, whatever the fruit
of his labours might or might not be. It is a wonderful expression.
Paul was a sweet savour unto God. The apostle's dependence was
pleasing to the Lord, his estimate of Christ, his love, his desires to
find his all in things eternal; his submission, his patient waiting in
hope, his confidence, his holy zeal. Such are the fragrancies of the
Spirit, and they are sweet to God. At times does He not give us as
it were a whiff of His own passing by? a text or something else that
is not of the earth. "Because of the savour of Thy good ointments
(it might be a healing providence). Thy Name is as ointment poured
forth, therefore do the virgins love Thee."
FOLLOWER ON.

By

MR.

THE BIBLICAL PLAGUES.
No. 5: MURRAIN.
TREVOR T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S., OF

EDINBURGH.

OH, happy, glorious, mighty Egypt! blessed and favoured land;
with one foot upon the seven mouths of the great river and the other
upon Ethiopia-all nations bow down to thee because of thy might
and thy greatness. Usually, the greatness of a nation and an empire
is in its wealth; and that imperial strength remains until impoverishment comes with its remorseless grip. We have seen that the overlords of Egypt perceived " the finger of God " when the third plague
was upon them. Here in this fifth plague we see "the hand of the
Lord" (Exod. ix. 3), though it is not recorded that these overlords
of Egypt recognized it. Impoverishment can come to a nation in a
variety of ways. Farmers in our own day know the meaning of the
dread visitation of "foot and mouth" disease upon their cattle,
because it means an attack upon their wealth. In similar guise was
this plague of murrain upon Egypt. It is a mistake to assume that
these ten plagues were just arbitrary displays of power, haphazard
. happenings. This fifth plague is a natural sequence to the fourth.
Pharaoh would not permit the children of Israel a few days' respite
to go into the desert to sacrifice unto the Lord their God, and Moses
would not sanction the· sacrifice to be observed in Egypt because of
the Egyptian idolatry of animal worship (as we saw in the fourth
plague). "The hand of God" comes into action, not upon the wealth
of Egypt as such, but upon their animal gods and at the same time
preserving the same kinds of animals in the land of Goshen-" there
shall nothing die of all that is the children of Israel's" (verse 14). The
epidemic pestilence of murrain upon the cattle was a judgment upon
the false gods, sacred animals, and idolatry of Egypt; and because at

The Gospel Magazine

257

the same time it was their wealth, the Egyptians suffered economically,
and by " the hand of God" they were made to behold that the wealth
of the Hebrews was left safe and entire-a grievous vision to the
Egyptians.
" Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, neither would he let
the people go." Then (Exod. viii. 32 and ix. 1) the insistence of the
old alternative again, which in itself must have been a plague to
Pharaoh: "Let My people go that they may serve Me" (Exod v.
1, 2; vii. 16; viii. 1, 2, 20; ix. 1). This insistence is sure, the refusal
to obey is very grievous-" Behold the hand of the Lord is upon thy
cattle which is in the field, upon the horses, upon the asses, upon the
camels, upon the oxen, and upon the sheep: a very grievous murrain"
(verse 3), with the emphasis this time not of polysyndeton (many ands)
bp.t of partial asyndeton (no ands) leading quickly up to the emphatic
climax in the last clause. And when shall this be ~ "To-morrow
. . . and the Lord did that thing on the morrow" (verses 4, 5).
The hand of the Lord is mightier to preserve the property of the
oppressed people than the bull-god Apis, the calf-god Mnevis, are able
to prevent disaster upon their followers and devotees. "All the
cattle of Egypt died; but of the cattle of the children of Israel died
not one" (verse 6). The soul of their god Osiris was believed to reside
in the body of Apis; yet neither Osiris nor Apis could save the beasts
of Egypt. By the onslaught of this plague the sacred animals themselves were stricken down. The gods of Egypt were powerless before
the strength of the God of the Hebrews; and where He reigned not
one of the cattle of the Israelites died. Thus this plague of the murrain
was directed against the whole system of Egyptian animal worship;
and by one act Jehovah vindicated His power and His honour and
destroyed the Egyptian confidence in their idols and the very existence
of their gods.
The burthen of man's sin presses heavily on the brute creation.
" Should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than
six score thousand persons that cannot discern between their right
hand and their left hand; and also much cattle" (Jonah iv. 11).
" For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in
pain together until now" (Rom. viii. 22). The list of man's misdoings
to animals knows no end. Pharaoh's heart was utterly hard in this
respect, and he was less moved by this plague than by any other. He
had the heart of insensate folly, yet he was a person who had the
privilege of rare manifestations of Divine mercy. Pharaoh is indeed
an ensample of ample warning to the stubborn in heart. How shall we
escape should we persist in like down-grade tendency to that of
Pharaoh ~ In this plague upon the wealth of his kingdom he must
have been well aware that the murrain came from God, and that it
could not be prevented by his gods, in that it came on the day appointed
(Exod. ix. 3-6), it was of the grievous severity that Moses said it would
be (verse 6), and it was on the cattle only, as the Lord had said (verses
6, 7). In the judgments of the frogs, lice, flies, the lower creatures
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themselves were made God's scourges. In this judgment of the
murrain the lower creatures themselves were attacked. The heart of
man is slow to learn and slow to recognize that man sins of necessity
-though not of compulsion. These very people who were in the land of
Goshen heard, not many months after, the intonation of the voice
of the priest calling them to worship, saying: "These by thy gods,
o Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt" (Exod.
xxxii. 8). Called to worship the very same god that had been visited
by the judgment of the hand of the Lord in Egypt! No wonder,
after all the care that had been lavished on the chosen people in
rescuing them from the thraldom of pagan power, the Lord called
them a stiff-necked people and made His wrath to wax hot against
them (xxxii. 9, 10). "Sin seldom wants a seeming reason "-Richard
Sibbes.
.
Shall we say that there are four, yea, five, admonitions to be learnt
from this plague : 1. The heart of man is incurably corrupt, despite the plainest and
patentest instruction.
... 2. A severe blow to Egyptian idolatry.
3. The resources of Jehovah are manifold, and He has power to
fulfil His Word: Exodus viii. 22: "The Lord shall sever"; Exodus
ix. 4: ', Nothing shall die."
4. A plague of increased severity, by economic attack.
5. Forewarning of greater judgment: the persons of Egypt have
escaped, but the cattle have died. What would the next stroke be 1

INVOCATION OF SAINTS.
THE leading Anglo-Catholic paper in its issue of April 19th said,
" Next Tuesday is St. George's Day, and this year Englishmen will be
more than ever inclined to invoke the intercession of their country's
patron saint. There is no more heartening human possession than
the knowledge that both the troubles and the triumphs of this earthly
life are of great concern to the saints in heaven, and this knowledge
becomes more vivid and more helpful when it is known that one's
country and one's calling are under the patronage of some particular
saint."
In opposition to this Anglo-Catholic teaching we have the tea'ching
of our Reformers who say, " The Romish doctrine of invocation of saints
is a fond thing vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty of
Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of God" (Article xxii).
Where do Anglo-Catholics get" the heartening knowledge that both
the troubles and the triumphs of this earthly life are of great concern
to the saints in heaven" 1 If it is " grounded upon no warranty of
Scripture," it is mere theory and absolutely without foundation.
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A GODLY FAMILY.
MR. J. A. KENSIT, Editor of the Churchman's Magazine, gives a
beautiful account of his and his three sisters' home upbringing.
His father was the late well-known John Kensit and his dear mother
was called Home at the ripe age of 85 on March 19th. The following
extract from the issue for May will be read with much interest.
" Edith Mary Kensit-our fond Mother-was horn in 1855, being
the fifth daughter of Alfred Eves of Mark Lane, London. She was
a real Victorian and was born into a typically Victorian family. The
charm of modesty and natural beauty marked in a singular degree
the young women of those days. Fortunate indeed was John Kensit
when he secured such a spouse to grace his home and to share his life.
" It was a home where happiness reigned without challenge. Child'hood's days are all too short, but what a joy it is for all her family
(four of us-three daughters and one son) to look back now and see
her wise and loving motherly care and training.
" None of us regrets that it was a Puritan home with real sunshine
rather than any artificial tinsel. No game of chance was ever thought
of, but there was mirth in abundance. Neither parents nor children
were attracted by the theatre. Strong drink was barred and the smell
of tobacco did not enter the house.
" The testimony we give of our home is that God's Word was in its
centre. At morning and at night family prayers never ceased. When
the Book. was opened a prayer was poured forth that we might receive
it with' reverential gratitude '-a phrase which as children we did
not at first comprehend, but how we have found ourselves using it
before God's throne many a time in more recent years. The Sabbath
was reverenced and we were taught to look upon it as the best of days
and were brought up to regard attendance at the House of Prayer
as a real privilege. . . . But again the sterling Protestantism of our
mother was ever a prominent trait in her character. . . . As children
we were shown the evil of priestly claims and how wrong it was to
think that a priest could pardon sin. . . . The story of the Reformation
was early made familiar to us, and how mother delighted to read to
our youthful hearts Historical Tales for Young Protestants.
" The struggles of history to break Rome's tyrannous yoke should
inspire each succeeding generation to guard what has been so dearly
bought."
" AND yet as that holy man (Augustine) had a singular desire to edify,.
he so regulates his method of teaching as carefully, and as far as in
him lay, to avoid giving offence. For he reminds us, that those things
which are truly should also be fitly spoken. "-Calvin.
~, WHATEVER rests on the authority of Scripture may be known by
the Christian as being unconquerable truth; so that he need not
fear the force of the arguments of cavillers, if he can meet them with
the Word of God."-Dr. S. P. Tregelles.
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"SIMPLICITY IN PREACHING."
By THE LATE BISHOP

4. A

J. C.

RYLE.

DIRECT STYLE AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

THE fourth hint I will give is this: if you wish to preach simply, use a
direct style. What do I mean by this ~ I mean the practice and
custom of saying" I " and" you." When a man takes up this style
of preaching, he is often told that he is conceited and egotistical.
The result is that many preachers are never direct, and always think
it very humble and modest, and becoming, to say "we." But I
remember good Bishop Villiers saying that" we " was a word Kings
and Corporations should use, and they alone, but that parish clergymen
should always talk of " I " and" you." I endorse that saying with
all my heart. I declare I never can understand what the famous
pulpit " we " means. Does the preacher who all through his sermon
keeps saying" we " mean himself and the bishop ~ or himself and the
Church ~ or himself and the congregation ~ or himself and the Early
Fathers ~ or himself and the Reformers ~ or himself and all the wise
men in the world ~ or, after all, does he only mean myself, plain
" John Smith" or "Thomas J ones "~ If he only means himself,
what earthly reason can he give for using the plural number, and not
saying simply and plainly" I "~ When he visits his parishioners, or
sits by a sick bed, or catechizes his school, or orders bread at the
baker's, or meat at the butcher's, he does not say" we," but' 1."
Why, then, I should like to know, can he not say" I " in the pulpit ~
What right has he, as a modest man, to speak for anyone but himself ~
Why not stand up on Sunday and say, " Reading in the Word of God,
I have found a text containing such things as these, and I come to
set them before you " ~
Many people, I am sure, do not understand what the preacher's
" we " means. The expression leaves them in a kind of fog. If you
say, "I, your rector; I, your vicar; I, the curate of the parish,"
,come here to talk of something that concerns your soul, something
you should believe, something you should do-you are at any rate
understood. But if you begin to talk in the vague plural number of.
what " we " ought to do, many of your hearers do not know what
'you are driving at, and whether you are speaking to yourself or them.
I charge and entreat my younger brethren in the ministry not to
forget this point. Do try to be as direct as possible. Never mind what
people say of you. In this particular do not imitate Chalmers or
:Melville, or certain other living pulpit celebrities. Never say " we "
when you mean" I." The more you get into the habit of talking
plainly to the people, in the first person singular, as old Bishop Latimer
did, the simpler will your sermon be, and the more easily understood.
The glory of Whitefield's sermons is their directness. But unhappil
they were so badly reported that we cannot now appreciate them.
The fifth and last hint I wish to give you is this. If you would
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attain simplicity in preaching, you must use plenty of anecdotes and
illustrations. You must regard illustrations as windows through which
light is let in upon your subject. Upon this point a great deal might
be said, but the limits of a small treatise oblige me to touch it very
briefly. I need hardly remind you of the example of Him Who" spake
as never man spake," our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Study the
four Gospels attentively, and mark what a wealth of illustration His
sermons generally contain. How often you find figure upon figure,
parable upon parable in His discourses. There was nothing under
His eyes apparently from which He did not draw lessons. The birds.
of the air, and the fish in the sea, the sheep, the goats, the cornfield,
the vineyard, the ploughman, the sower, the reaper, the fisherman, the
shepherd, the vinedresser, the woman kneading meal, the flowers,
the grass, the bank, the wedding feast, the sepulchre-all were made
vehicles for conveying thoughts to minds of hearers. What are such
parables as the prodigal son, the good Samaritan, the ten virgins, the
king who made a marriage for his son, the rich man and Lazarus,
the labourers of the vineyard, and others-what are all these but
stirring stories that our Lord tells in order to convey some great truth
to the souls of His hearers 1 Try to walk in His footsteps and follow
His example.
If you pause in your sermon, and say, " Now I will tell you a story,"
I engage that all who are not too fast asleep will prick up their ears
and listen. People like similes, illustrations, and well-told stories,
and will listen to them when they will attend to nothing else. And
from what countless sources we can get illustrations! Take all the
book of nature around us. Look at the sky above and the world
beneath. Look at history. Look at all the branches of science, at
geology, at botany, at chemistry, at astronomy. What is there in
heaven above or earth below from which you may not bring illustration
to throw light on the message of the Gospel 1 Read Bishop Latimer's
sermons, the most popular, perhaps, that were ever preached. Read
the works of Brooks and Watson and Swinnock, the Puritans. How
full they are of illustrations, figures? metaphors, and stories! Look
at Mr. Moody's sermons. What is one secret of his popularity 1 He
fills his sermons with pleasing stories. lIe is the best speaker, says
an Arabian proverb, who can turn the ear into an eye.
For my part, I not only try to tell stories, but in country parishes I
have sometimes put before people familiar illustrations which they can
see. Fot instance-Do I want to show them that there must have been
a first great cause or Being Who made this world? I have sometimes
taken out my watch, and have said, " Look at this watch. How well
it is made! Do any of you suppose for a moment that all the screws,
all the wheels, all the pins of that watch came together by accident?
Would not anyone say there must have been a watchmaker? And
if so, it follows most surely that there must have been a Maker of
the world, whose handiwork we see graven on the face of everyone
of those glorious planets going their yearly rounds and keeping time
18
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to a single· second. Look at the world in which you live, and the
wonderful things which it contains. Will you tell me that there is
no God, and that. creation is the result of chance?" Or, sometimes
I have taken out a bunch of keys and shaken them. The whole
congregation, when they hear the keys, look up. Then I say, " Would
there be need of any keys if all men were perfect and honest? What
does this bunch of keys show? Why, they show that the heart of
man is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." Illustration, I confidently assert, is one of the best receipts for making a
sermon simple, clear, perspicuous, and easily understood. Lay yourselves out for it. Pick up illustrations wherever you can. Keep your
eyes open, and use them well. Happy is that preacher who has an
eye for similitudes, and a memory stored with well-chosen stori~s and
illustrations. If he is a real man of God, and knows how to deliver
a sermon, he will never preach to bare walls and empty benches.
But I must add a word of caution. There is a way of telling stories.
If a man cannot tell stories naturally, he had better not tell them at
all. Illustration, again, after all I have said in its favour, may be
carried too far. I remember a notable instance of this in the case
of the great Welsh preacher, Christmas Evans. There is in print a
sermon of his about the wonderful miracle that took place in Gadara,
when devils took possession of the swine, and the whole herd ran
down violently into the sea. He paints it so minutely that it really
becomes ludricfous by reason of the words put in the mouth of the
swineherds who told their master of the loss he had sustained. "Oh!
sir," says one, " the pigs have all gone!" "But," says the master,
"where have they gone?" "They have run down into the sea."
" But who drove them down?" "Oh! sir, that wonderful Man."
" Well, what sort of a Man was l-Ie? What did He do ?" "Why,
sir, He came and talked such strange things, and the whole herd ran
suddenly down the steep place into the sea." "What, the old black
boar and all ?" "Yes, sir, the old black boar has gone too; for as
we looked round we just saw the end of his tail going over the cliff."
Now that is going to an extreme. So again Dr. Guthrie's admirable
sermons are occasionally so overladen with illustrations as to remind
one of cake made almost entirely of plums and containing hardly any
flour. Put plenty of colour and picture into your sermon by all means.
Draw sweetness and light from all sources and from all creatures, from
the heavens and the earth, from history, from science. But, after all,
there is a limit. You must be careful how you use colour, lest you
do as much harm as good. Do not put on colour by spoonfuls, but
with a brush. This caution remembered, you will find colour an
immense aid in the attainment of simplicity and perspicuousness in
preaching.
" THE concernments of the saints in this world are certainly conducted
by the wisdom and care of special Providence."-.John Flavel.

The Gospel Magazine
TO WHAT END SERVETH THE LAW

263
~

(From Luther's Commentary on Galatians.)
PAUL answereth therefore to this qu~stion, if the law do not justify,
to what end then serveth it? Although (saith he) it· justify not,
yet it is very profitable and necessary. For, first, it civilly restraineth
such as are carnal, rebellious, and obstinate. Moreover, it is a glass
that showeth unto a man himself, that he is a sinner, guilty of death
and worthy of God's everlasting wrath and indignation. To what
-end serveth this humbling, this bruising and beating down by this
hammer, the law, I mean? To this end, that we may have an entrance
into grace. So then the law is a minister that prepareth the way unto
. grace. For God is the God of the humble, the miserable, the afHicted,
the oppressed, and the desperate, and of those that are brought even to
nothing: and His nature is to exalt the humble, to feed the hungry,
to give sight to the blind, to comfort the miserable, the afHicted, the
bruised and broken-hearted, to justify sinners, to quicken the dead,
-and to save the very desperate and damned. For He is an Almighty
'Creator, making all things of nothing. Now that pernicious and
pestilent opinion of man's own righteousness, which will not be a
·sinner, unclean, miserable, and damnable, but righteous and holy,
:suffereth not God to come to His Own natural and proper work.
'Therefore God must needs take this maul in hand (the law, I mean), to
,drive down, to beat in pieces, and to bring to nothing this beast, with
her vain confidence, wisdom, righteousness, and power, that she may
so learn at the length, by her own misery and mischief, that she is
utterly forlorn, lost, and damned. Here, now, when the conscience
is thus terrified with the law, then cometh the doctrine of the Gospel
.and grace, which raiseth up and comforteth the same again, saying,
Christ came into the world, not to break the bruised reed, nor to
.quench the smoking flax; but to preach the Gospel of glad tidings to
the poor, to heal the broken and contrite in heart, to preach forgiveness
.of sins to the captives, etc. (Isa. xlii. 3; Matt. xii. 20).
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THE

SOVEREIGNLY

BLESSED

ONES.

How happy and sovereignly blessed are those who have an interest
.in this great and sovereign Lord! Be the earth ever so unquiet,
and the tumult of it ever so boisterous and unruly, the Lord is above
them. He sits on the waters, as a Prince in his chariot, guiding all as
He will: He is the great dictator Whose word is the law indeed; if
He but say, " Come," " Go," " Do this," there needs no more. Who
would not be the subject of such a Prince ~ and much more His
favourite ~ And yet this high privilege every soul is blessed with,
that has in truth taken hold of His Covenant; for that takes in all
between the two eternities, and eternity itself withal; and the spirit
or strength of the whole lies in those few but very compendious words,
" I will be your God." When the Lord would comfort His people
to purpose, and put on their eagles' wings, what a glorious narrative
doth He make of His power and sovereign greatness (Isa. xl. 12-26),
and then tells them, that all is theirs (verse 27). And if " God be
yours, all things are yours," Who and where is he that can supplant
you of His blessing ~ You may rejoice in His highness, the thoughts
whereof are matter of terror to other men. After the rehearsal of all
the happiness and glory that men or angels are capable of, it shall
all be comprised in this, as the original thereof, and sum of the whole:
" Happy is that people whose God is the Lord" (Ps. cxliv. 15).-Elisha
Ooles.
THE

DOCTRINES

OF

THE

PENTATEUCH.

"The new attacks on the Pentateuch cause it to be of increased
importance that the New Testament sanction of its authorship and
authority should be fully borne in mind. If this has its full weight,
then each particular difficulty or objection will have comparatively
little force. But besides the sanction found in statement and quotation, the doctrines of the Pentateuch are equally accredited by the
New Testament. The books of Moses reveal to us the condition of
man as fallen, the need of a deliverer, the promise of such deliverer,
the mystery of substitutional and propitiatory sacrifice, redemption
by blood, and the imputation of merit which avails before God to
those who in themselves only deserve wrath. If then the Pentateuch
were not what it professes to be, some greater marvel would be
involved in such an hypothesis. It contains, in germ at least, every
truth afterwards displayed, and with it those truths and the whole
authority of the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ must stand or
fall."-Dr. S. P. Tregelles in 1863.
" WHY vaunt ye then, that righteousness cometh by the law, seeing
that righteousness, life, and salvation was given to your father
Abraham without the law, yea, before there was any law ~ "-Luther.
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EMILY'S PATCH.
My mother used to tell a story of her schooldays, which never lost for
me the attraction of its first telling. There was to be, at her school,
a sewing competition for the elder girls; anyone who liked to enter
for it had to complete a garment by a certain date, and hand it in for
the examiners to judge. Then the girl who had shown most ability
was to receive a prize. Now the article to be made for this occasion
was a shirt-a thing no girl would think of making by hand nowadays.
But I suppose it was before the days of sewing-machines, and girls
learnt to do the most beautiful stitching for their plain sewing. During
the weeks of working, I expect there was plenty of talk about gussets
and bands and pleats and button-holes; but at last the day drew
near, and all the shirts were finished and pressed and folded, ready
for inspection.
You can just imagine the horror and consternation among the girls
when the rumour went round that one of the competitors had let fall
a drop of ink on to her finished garment! It was only too true. Poor
Emily's beautifully-made shirt had a dreadful ink-stain, not very
large, but in full view, on the shoulder near the collar-band. What
could be done now ~ Nothing at all, most girls would answer, I
should think. But not Emily; Emily was a girl of resource. I
dare say she had her hour of despair; but if she did, she got the better
of it, for she boldly cut out the ugly mark, and then proceeded to put
in a patch! This done, she folded it up and sent it in among the
other competitors.
So the examiners came, and they looked and criticised and admired.
Theirs was not an easy task, for the standard of sewing was very high,
and it was difficult to say that one girl had done better than another.
When they came to Emily's shirt, the first thing they noticed was the
little patch, and, of course, they were told its story. But the patch
was put in so -beautifully, with such exquisite neatness in the placing
and stitching, that they were full of admiration; and when the time
came for giving the prize, it was to Emily that it was awarded. So
her misfortune was turned to her advantage.
It must be more than sixty years since Emily's patch won her the
prize, but I think that patch has something to say to us even now.
For the story reminds- us of the way God in His Providence treats His
children. Many trials and misfortunes come to them which might
lead them to despair, and to say with Jacob, " All these things are
against me !" But that can never be true, for we are told by Paul
that" All things work together for good to them that love God," and
by David that" All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto
such as keep His Covenant and His testimonies." This means that
whatever happens to the children of God, even though at the time it
seems nothing but evil, will always be turned by Him to their advantage,
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and overruled for their good. They may have enemies who try to
injure them. What must poor Joseph have felt when he was thrown
into the pit by his own brothers, and then callously sold by them to
the merchantmen who were going down into Egypt ? Yet many years
later, when Joseph at the height of his greatness was able to show
kindness to his cringing brothers, he looked back to the time when
they had him in his power, and said, "Ye thought evil against me,
but God meant it unto good." It was the same with Paul; he wrote
from his prison in Rome to the people of the Philippian Church, that
the things which had happened to him, in the way of bonds and
imprisonment, had fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the
Gospel.
This has been proved again and again in the lives of God's people.
Not long ago I told you of the boy, Succat, and how his cruel kidnapping led to his conversion in Ireland, and at length to the founding
of an Irish Church. And perhaps you have read in Miss G. M.
Alexander's new book, Old and Young in Elizabeth's Days, of good
Bernard Gilpin, and how his leg was broken as he was being taken in
custody to his trial. Who could call a broken leg anything but a
misfortune? Yet it was the delay caused by the accident which saved
him from being burnt at the stake.
It is by examples such as these that the Lord illustrates His promises
to His children, so that even if they cannot see how something seemingly
evil is overruled for good, they may yet believe His word, and trust
that it is so. You need not think that it is only to great saints such
as I have mentioned that the Lord shows His particular providences ;
He has a special tenderness for "the little ones that believe in
Him," and if you are among those who have learnt that nobody but
the Lord Jesus can save you from your sins, then you are as much the
object of His.kindness and care as Paul or David or any of the grea.t
names of old. For all their goodness came from their Saviour, Who
clothed them with the garments of His righteousness; they were just
as dependent upon Him as we are to-day.
I have treated Emily's ink-stain as if it were a misfortune which
befell her by accident; but, as a matter of fact, it was her own fault;
she did it herself, and had nothing to blame but her own carelessness.
And yet she won the prize; it turned out well for her after all. How
startling it is to discover that God can take our mistakes, our failures,
and even our sins, and make them serve His purposes for the good of
His people! You may learn this from incidents especially in David's
life. And whilst the unbelieving are eager to suggest that therefore
mistakes and failures and sins are of no consequence, it really works
just the other way. Can you imagine for a moment that Emily was
ever careless again about the ink getting near her sewing? Surely
the incident would make her more careful all her life. And the child
of God is so humbled and abased at the amazing condescension of his
forgiving Lord that it is impossible for anything to follow but increasing
D AMARIS.
watchfulness and care.
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In ftlemotiam.
THE LATE MISS LILY BACKETT, OF WORTHING.
RAPIDLY the Lord is calling His people to their Heavenly Home,
and we are called upon to chronicle their removal from our midst.
For them the call Home is an unspeakably blessed experience, but
their absence from earth is deeply felt. The number of the Lord's
true people is small compared with the world of the ungodly, and the
path of believers is therefore more or less a lonely one, but He, Who
is " Lord both of the dead and living," is always with all His people
whether they are on earth or in heaven. Thus we are comforted in
our sorrows by the assurance of the Divine presence.
Miss Backett, of Worthing, was called Home on April 19th last.
We first met her in her home in London. She lived not very far
from the home of our late dear friend, Mr. John E. Hazelton, and
attended his ministry. Some time after his death she removed to
Worthing, together with her warm friend, Miss A. C. Alexander.
Years ago we and our dear wife had the privilege of having tea at
their beautiful house in that town, and we enjoyed converse with the
two friends on a warm summer's day under the verandah overlooking
the lawn. At different times we have met at the A.P.F.S. Hornsey
Rise Home. Both Miss Backett and Miss Alexander were lad y
visitors at the Hornsey Rise and Stamford Hill Homes. We were
impressed with the gentle, quiet, and humble bearing of Miss Backett.
On on~ occasion we met her at a meeting in Leamington, and she
cheered us by coming to shake hands with us.
For many years the two friends have lived happily together. Now
they are at last parted, and Miss Alexander writes, " The death of
my dear companion does indeed mean a sad blank in my life, and
in this home of ours. But as my dear friend said repeatedly as she
became ill,
'It is the Lord enthroned in light,
Whose claims are all Divine,
Who has an undisputed right
To govern me and mine.' "

Now the dear one is enjoying the light of heaven, and the presence
of Him Who is enthroned there. May that same Lord comfort,
strengthen, and cheer the friend who is left down here.

THE LATE PASTOR JOHN WILLIAM SAUNDERS.
FROM a letter received from Miss Nora Saunders, we learn that her
dear father was called Home on April 13th last, in his eighty-eighth
year. He and his dear wife, we are reminded, came over to our
Church at Whitington some years ago and spoke kindly of what they
then heard from the pulpit. Both of them are now in heaven.
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Pastor Saunders was the Pastor at Providence Chapel, Needingworth,
near St. Ives, Huntingdonshire. We recall his visit here with much
pleasure. It is a joy to meet with the Lord's true people, to whatever
denomination they belong. All the chosen, called, and justified
people of God are one flock, delighting to hear the voice of the great
Shepherd of the sheep, and to follow His footsteps. In these days of
apostasy it is well that all true believers should recognize that they
" are all one in Christ Jesus."
Our warm, tender, and Christian sympathy is extended to Miss
Saunders in her loneliness and sorrow. "Weeping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning" (Ps. xxx. 5).

THE LATE MR. J. H. KELK, OF STAPLEHURST,
KENT.
WE were grieved to hear from Mrs. Kelk that her dear husband had
died in the early hours of Thursday morning, April 18th last.
We first met Mr. Kelk in Grove Chapel, Camberwell, many years
ago. Later on we met him at a sale of work, organized by his
sister-in-law, Mrs. Warde, of Bournemouth. The sale was on behalf
of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. It was held on the lawn on
a beautiful afternoon in June, and when the sale was over, Mr. J. H.
Kelk and our friend, Mr. A. W. Light, and about a dozen others, sat
in a semicircle and had happy conversation on spiritual topics. We
felt in our brief contacts with Mr. Kelk that he was one of the Lord'~
true people. We became aware that he was an appreciative reader
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. His son wrote after his Homecall, " There
is no need to tell you how he always enjoyed reading your magazine."
His wife in a kind letter reminds us how his only daughter when
quite young used to read " Our Young Folks' Page," and " she still
likes to do so, as we all do with the rest of the magazine."
Mr. J. H. Kelk was born in London on Oct. 16th, 1888, so that
he was only in his fifty-second year. Early in his life he became
concerned about his soul. The text, "Let me die the death of
the righteous, and let my last end be like his," was the basis of the
funeral sermon of a Mr. George Prince, and the power of those words
never left Mr. Kelk. On the occasion of his eighteenth birthday there
were given to Mr. Kelk in great power the first two verses of Isaiah xliii.,
and a little later he went alone to New Zealand, to a business appointment. Three years later, while still in New Zealand, he felt called
to the ministry of the Word. Subsequently he had a pastorate at
Stevenage.
The last time he preached was on Sunday, Sept. 3rd, 1939, on the
outbreak of war, when his text, both morning and afternoon, was
Hebrews xi. 13-16. "His son," we are informed, "well remembers
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the tears he shed, as his father dwelt with great sweetness and power
on ' strangers and pilgrims on the earth,' , a better country,' and the
, city' prepared for them."
He " had a serious relapse eight weeks before his death, but was
very happy the whole time, except for two or three days when he was
in great pain. His last day on earth will never be forgotten by those
who witnessed it." During that day he quoted, "Grace, 'tis a
charming sound," and
"When called to meet the King of dread t
Should love compose my dying bed
And grace my soul sustain t
Then ere I quit this mortal day
I'll raise my fainting voice and say,
, Let grace-grace-grace triumphant reign.' "

His dear wife says that her husband" had always been a great
reader of good books, and was able to read a lot until the last week
or two. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE he always found refreshing."
The last letter he wrote was to a friend in New Zealand, in which
he said, " For a fortnight I experienced more of the goodness of God
than I have ever known in my life." One of his sons says of his
father, " He gave us a wonderful dying testimony," and his dear wife
says, "We were so enthralled with what he said, and the way he
said it, that no tears were shed."
The mortal remains of Mr. Kelk were buried in Ditton churchyard,
the Rev. F. C. Brading, of Ditton, being the officiating minister.
Our warm and tender Christian sympathy goes out to his widow
and children in their great sorrow. But how immensely comforting
is the assurance that the subject of this brief memoir is now" present
with the Lord."

THE

DAY

OF

DELIVERANCE.

"My soul recalls her day of deliverance with delight. Laden with
guilt and full of fears, I saw my Saviour as my Substitute, and I laid
my hand upon Him; Oh! how timidly at first, but courage grew
and confidence was confirmed until I leaned my soul entirely upon Him.
And now it is my unceasing joy to know that my sins are no longer
imputed to me but laid on Him, and like the debts of the wounded
traveller, Jesus like the good Samaritan, has said of all my future
sinfulness, 'Set that to My account.' Blessed discovery! Eternal
solace of a grateful heart.
t

'My numerous sins transferred to Him t
Shall never more be found;
Lost in His blood's atoning stream,
Where every crime is drown'd.' "

C. H. Spurgeon.

,.
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lBttJtefjtant iSeatou.
RESERVATION

OF THE CONSECRATED ELEMENTS
THE HOLY COMMUNION.
A

IN

BURNING QUESTION.

(From" The Watchman," March-May, 1940.)

A.. A

BIRD'S-EYE

VIEW.

SNIPPETS

FOR

Busy

READERS.

1. Reservation of the Sacrament is a national question;

it

IS:

intimately bound up with the War.
We are fighting for freedom, individual, religious, and national.
Englishmen glory in liberty, civil and religious.
-To what is our liberty due 1 To the Bible, the Reformation, and
the Protestant Religion.
Our Throne is Protestant. William of Orange, who secured our
national freedom, landed at Torbay on Nov. 5th, 1688, with the wordsemblazoned on his banner, " The Protestant Religion and the liberties
of England I will maintain."
Protestantism makes free men. Popery makes slaves. The worship
of the Host is the glory of Romanists. In Roman Catholic countries
they carry the Host (Latin hostia, the Victim, supposed to be Christ,
the Victim of Calvary) in procession under a canopy on a throne
attended by cardinals, bishops, priests in gorgeous vestments of every
hue, followed by a train of attendants. As the procession passes,
the crowds in the streets are bound under penalties to kneel or curtsey,
or remove their hats, soldiers salute, guns are fired. No one is free to
refuse adoration.
Such a broadminded man as Bishop Westcott said when he saw the
elevation of the Host in a Roman Catholic cathedral: "At that
moment there was a crash right through the building. It was the
rattle of the soldiery presenting arms. It was indescribably shocking
in its effect on me: I felt at that moment, you may say what
you please, but here is idolatry naked and awful." Remember the
Host is a wafer, a piece of glutinous substance made of flour and
water.
This idolatry is bound up with the Reservation of the Sacrament,
which is becoming widespread in our National Protestant Church.
No Anglo-Catholic can approach the box, be it tabernacle, aumbry,
or safe, in which the consecrated wafer is reserved, without genuflecting to it, believing it to be Christ, or, as the Winchester Cathedral
Statutes describe it, "devoutly worshipping the Divine Majesty."
2. Many of the Bishops are encouraging this worship of the Reserved
Sacrament, some designedly, others ignorantly like the Athenians of
old, or the Samaritans of whom our Lord said, " Ye worship ye know
not what" (St. John iv. 22).
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3. The Reservation of the Sacrament is forOidden by the Church of
England in Article XXVIII, which says, "The Sacrament of the
Lord's Supper was not by Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about,
lifted up, or worshipped." Every Bishop and clergyman has given
his'solemn assent to this Article: all who reserve the sacrament are
breaking their pledge.
This is a war-time question. We are fighting Hitler because he has
broken his pledged word and repudiated solemn engagements, by which
he is morally bound. But in England we are encouraging perjury
by many of the clergy. Is not this hypocrisy?
4. There is a Service in the Prayer Book called" The Communion
of the Sick," which is brief, at which there must be five, or at least
four persons including the clergyman and the sick person, to communicate, and at which the consecration of the bread and wine must take
place in the presence of the communicants.
5. What is the Excuse for Reservation ?-That in the case of a sudden
accident or an air-raid the clergyman may hurry to the injured person
with the reserved wafer, and place it in his mouth and thus assure him
of his readiness to appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ. But
such indecent haste does not show reverence to the sacred ordinance
of the Lord's Supper.
Again, how does the clergyman know that the victim of the accident
is not an unbeliever, an atheist, or a freethinker ?
6. The Real Reason Oamouflaged.-The reason why the AngloCatholic clergyman will not use the Order of the Communion of the
Sick, at which he must communicate, is because he will not communicate
unless he is fasting; so, if the sick person asks to have the Communion
at his own house after midday, the clergyman would think himself
bound not to have a meal until he had consecrated and administered
the Communion at the residence of the sick person. As there is no
rule of the Church of England requiring fasting Communion, the
rights, of the laity are sacrificed, as in every case, to the whim of
the Anglo-Catholic clergyman, who in this way" lords it over God's
heritage.' ,
7. In 1928 Dr. Davidson, Archbishop of Canterbury, during the
debates on the Deposited Prayer Book, estimated the number of
Churches in which Reservation was practised as well under 700. The
number has doubled in the ten years succeeding that date, and is now
1425; according to the Tourists' Ohurch Guide for 1936, and the A.ngloOatholic A.nnual for 1940.
8. Reservation in Every Parish.-The Romanizing Society, the
Church Union, passed a resolution at its Annual Meeting in 1917
pledging the Union to the belief that" by the custom of the whole
Church the Blessed Sacrament ought to be reserved in parish Churches
for the purpose of Communion"; and maintaining that" no authority
should issue regulations for the purpose of preventing the access of
the faithful for devotion to the place where the Blessed Sacrament
is so reserved."
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B. RESERVATION: A DETAILED ACCOUNT.
a. Historical.i. At the institution of the Lord's Supper on the evening before the
Crucifixion our Lord did not send any portion of the bread and wine
used at that solemn Feast to His Mother or to any of His absent disciples.
ii. In the second century Justin Martyr states that at the time of
the Administration of the Lord's Supper, portions were taken at once
by the deacons to the sick who were supposed to be following the
Service in Church. This has been called " concurrent Communion."
iii. As corruption spread in the Church the consecrated bread was
sometimes taken away from the Church by the communicants and
used as a charm or fetish. Travellers took it with them for safety on
a journey; sailors took it to sea wrapped up in a life-belt, for protection;
it was used for a poultice.
iv. Anglo-Catholics quote as their earliest authority for Reservation
in the English Church" English Provincial Canon Law, Canon XXVIII
in King Edgar's reign (900 A.D.); Canon XXV of Elfric's Collection
(957 A.D.); Canon I of the Council of York, 1195; Canon IV of 1322,"
which provides that" the Eucharist be reserved in a Pyx of silver or
ivory or otherwise as befits the Sacrament."
But the order for Reservation quoted most often by the AngloCatholics is a Constitution, No. VII at the Council of Reading, 1279,
of the Minorite Friar, Peckham, who was made Archbishop of Canterbury by the Pope. This Constitution ordered a light and a bell to be
borne before the priest vested in a stole when he carries the Host to
the sick, in order that the people may prostrate themselves" wherever
the King of Glory happens to be carried about under his lurking place
of the bread" (Latin, sub panis latibulo).
All these Canons and Constitutions are illegal as being" contrarient
or repugnant to the laws of the realm." But Reservation is now
prohibited by the Book of Common Prayer and by the twenty-eighth
Article, which form part of the Statute Law of the Realm, the Prayer
Book being annexed to the Act of Uniformity of 1662.
THE CASE AGAINST RESERVATION.

a. The sixth rubric at the end of the Communion Service lays down
that" if any remain of that which is consecrated it shall not be carried
out of the Ohurch, but the priest and such other of the communicants
as he shall then call unto him, shall, immediately after the Blessing,
reverently eat and drink the same."
b. The prohibition in Article XXVIII has already been mentioned.
c. The Communion of the Sick. The rubric preceding the service
is a complete answer to those who stress the necessity of the reserved
Sacrament in the case of accident or sudden emergency. The rubric
urges frequent Communion in Church, that, " so doing, parishioners may,
in case of sudden visitation, have the less cause to be disquieted for
lack of the same."

.
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The clergyman is required to celebrate the Holy Communion and
shall consecrate in the sick person's house, the necessary implication
being that he is forbidden to bring the already consecrated elements
with him.
The excuse that it is dangerous to drink out of the same cup as the
sick person, for fear of infection, is answered by the rubric, which
says that the sick person shall communicate last of all.
The third rubric meets every conceivable case that can arise. "If
a man, through extremity of sickness, or for want of warning to the
curate in due time, or for lack of company to receive with him, or by
any other just impediment do not receive the Sacrament, the curate
shall instruct him, that if he do truly repent him of his sins, and steadfastly believe that Jesus Christ hath suffered death upon the Cross
for him and shed His blood for his redemption, earnestly remembering
the benefits he hath thereby, and giving Him hearty thanks therefore,
he doth eat and drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ profitably to his soul's health, although he do not receive the Sacrament
with his mouth."
The last rubric lays down that in time of plague, "if none of the
parishioners can be gotten to communicate with the sick in their
homes for fear of the infection, the Minister may only communicate
with the sick person," but only" upon special request of the diseased"
patient.
Reservation Condemned by Church Authority.
Reservation of the Sacrament is illegal in the Church of England.

In

January, 1931, Sir Philip Baker-Wilbraham, now the Dean
of the Court of Arches, then Chancellor of the Diocese of Truro, ordered
the removal of a hanging Pyx in which the Sacrament was reserved
from the Parish Church of St. Mary, Truro, which forms a part of the
Cathedral, although a distinct entity. The Pyx was removed, with
the permission of Bishop Frere, ~ho lent himself to a disgraceful
evasion of the law, to the Cathedral, and added an aumbry as well
for the reservation of the consecrated elements. (See Church Intelligencer, February, 1931.)
Defiance of the Law.

The Sacrament was illegally reserved in Winchester Cathedral in
1935, but, in consequence of an influentially signed protest of over
400 churchpeople, the practice was made to cease.
Since then, however, Reservation has been reintroduced. Since the
beginning of the present war, the Sacrament has been reserved in St.
Albans Abbey, in Chelmsford Cathedral, in St. Paul's Cathedral;
an aumbry has been presented by the Bishop of Lewes to the Parish
Church of Hove; the Bishop of Ripon has sanctioned the setting up of
an aumbry in Manston Parish Church, the Vicar of which is a member
of the Church Union and of the Holy Cross Society.
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The announcement as to St. Paul's Cathedral is given in the St.
Paul's Choristers' Magazine as follows :" In the Crypt, a large area at the West end has been blanketed off
and made into a comfortable and gas-proof area. Also, inside this
portion, a Chapel has been made where the Blessed Sacrament is
reserved for use in times of emergency. There are two Celebrations at
this Altar every week, and it is a great comfort when one goes down
into the darkness of the Crypt, to see the light burning before the
Altar, which serves to remind us of the eternal Presence of God with
us."-The Choristers' Magazine, Nov. 14th, 1939.

ll-ebte1ll5 anll jtoticts of 16oot£'.
ENGLAND UNDER THE STUART KINGS. By the Rev. F. G. Llewellin,
B.D., D.Litt., F.R.Hist.S., Vicar of Kidsgrove, Stoke-on-Trent.
Pp. 192. Price 3s.; by post, 3s. 4d. (The Protestant Truth
Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
The Stuart monarchs were James I (1603-1625), Charles I (16251649), Charles 11 (1660-1685), James 11 (1685-1688), William and Nlary
(1688-1702), and Queen Anne (1702-1714). Between the reigns of
Charles I and Charles 11 came the Protestant Revolution resulting in
the Commonwealth under Oliver Cromwell (1649-1660).
This volume thus contains the history of England in brief form
from the year 1603 to the year 1714, i.e., the principal historical
records of the seventeenth century. In his Preface the author says,
" An honest attempt has been made to give a fair picture of the people
and the period of the seventeenth-century English monarchs, and as
such it is now submitted to the fair-minded reader to make his own
deductions and draw his own conclusions. Churchmen and Protestant
Nonconformists ought not to let the lessons of the Tudor and Stuart
periods of English history pass unheeded and unstudied; the liberties
then won at such a cost in both Church and State are of the greatest
value to-day and must be retained by all worthy means."
This is a brief summary of this volume which we have read through
with much interest, and we warmly agree that the history of our
country, especially during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
ought not to be neglected. We have long felt that there is a lamentable
ignorance of the great struggles through which the nation passed
during that period, and that large numbers have no realization of
their indebtedness to our martyred reformers and to the Puritans for
the liberties, both spiritual and temporal, which we enjoy to-day.
We much fear that there is very little solid reading in these days.
Time occupied in novels and listening to the wireless excludes both
the reading of the Bible and the history of the wonders God has
wrought for our nation in times gone by.
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We hope a large number will purchase this book and carefully read
it. It is the result of extensive reading, and will serve as a good
introduction to a wider study of the subject.
Time and space will not allow of a lengthy review. We wonder,
however, if the Author is right on page 66 in saying, " The historian
J, R. Green's view of Laud's policy is noteworthy, as given by a
Nonconformist writer." Was J. R. Green a Nonconformist? The
Introduction to our copy of his Short History says he was" curate
in one of the poorest parishes of East London" (page ix). Page x
speaks of "his churchwardens," and page xii speaks of "his parish
work."

THE LORD'S SUPPER: ITS ABUSE AND OVER-EMPHASIS. By the Rev.
W. G. Ovens, M.A., LL.B. Pp. 124. Price: Cloth, 2s. 6d.;
Paper Cover, Is. 6d. (Church Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham
Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
This is a book which greatly needed to be written, and we are very
glad that the author has written it, and that the Church Association
has published it. It is a book which every member of the Church of
England, especially the clergy, would do well to read. Moreover, it
is a book, the teaching of which, on the Lord's Supper, is very necessary
for these times. If the book were not only read but acted upon, an
immense change would take place in the attitude of Evangelical clergy
towards the Lord's Supper.
The author goes back to the simple teaching of Scripture. He also
shows that neither Scripture nor the Prayer Book warrants the overemphasis which is now so largely attached to the Lord's Supper. It
demonstrates that Evangelicals, unconsciously it may be, have been
unduly influenced by the Oxford Movement to attach undue importance to the Lord's Supper.
The doctrine that the Lord's Supper is " the highest act of Christian
worship" is clearly exposed. The evils of fasting communions, early
communions, and unduly frequent communions, are dealt with. The
Foreword tells of a graduate who said that the only time he went to
Church was at the early Communion Service, and he only went then
because he would not have to listen to a sermon. Yet the Prayer
Book contemplates that a sermon should always be preached at a
Communion Service, and it makes no provision whatsoever for early
communions, nor does it in the least encourage frequent communions.
We ourselves know of a woman who never comes to Church, but who
would come if there was an early Communion. Many people attend
early Communion, and desecrate the Sabbath the rest of the day,
and Bishop Ryle is no doubt right when he says, "Myriads are
communicants who have no spiritual life whatever" (p. 113). Bishop
Chavasse, of Liverpool, is quoted as saying, " Although I see celebrations multiplied, I do not see more saints in consequence" (p. 46).
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The author rightly says, " During the last two generations, side by
side with the increase of ritual there has been a rapid and continuous
decline in Church attendance. Real spirituality is not measured by
increasing attendances at frequent Communions."
.
The author points out that when the Apostle Paul gathered the
elders of the Church of Ephesus at Miletus, he made no arrangements
for a " Corporate Communion." He was content to kneel down and
pray with them all (p. 51). Yet nowadays it seems to be thought
necessary at Evangelical Conferences always to arrange for a " United
Communion."
There can be no doubt that early communions and too frequent
communions are an encouragement to formalism, and to the idea that
the Lord's Supper is the means of salvation.
The author points out that the removal of the pulpit and the lectern
from the central position is often designed to fix attention unduly
on the Communion Table. We know of a case where a lectern was
given with the special request that it, and the Bible on it, should
be in a central position. The request was complied with, but as soon
as another incumbent succeeded to that Church, the lectern was
removed to a side position.
Bishop Ryle is quoted as saying, " If any clergyman has the Lord's
Supper weekly I have not the least wish to interfere with him, though
I cannot see with his eyes" (p. 45).
In the chapter on " Breaking Bread" the author gives much ground
for rejecting the idea that the breaking of bread refers to the Lord's
Supper. In any case, both Scripture and the Reformers in the Prayer
Book give no ground for the frequent administrations of the Lord's
Supper now so common.
The author quotes from many of the Reformers, and from Bishops
Lightfoot, J. C. Ryle, Westcott, and Diggle, Drs. Griffith Thomas,
C. H. H. Wright, and Dr. Coulton, and a host of other writers. He
shows that there is no injunction in the Prayer Book to communicate
at the rails, the rails only dating from Laud's time.
The book gives evidence of extensive reading.
We warmly commend it, and hope it will have a very large circulation
and be used of God to call back the Lord's people from a growing
tendency to imitate the Anglo-Catholics. A real Scriptural revival
would lead us to break loose from the bondage of mere Churchianity,
and cause us to base all our teaching and customs more fully on the
teaching of Scripture.
ETERNAL JUDGMENT. By William J. Rowlands. Pp. 48. Price 6d.
(From the Author, Belle Vue, 57, Queen's Avenue, Whetstone,
London, N.20; or from the Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon
Street, London, E.CA.)
See the " Wayside Notes " Article in this issue for a review of thi s
pamphlet.

