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.. Who comforteth us in aJl our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselveR are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

THE LORD'S DELIGHT IN HIS PEOPLE.

" The LORD taketh pleasure ,in them that fear Him, in those
that hope in His mercy."-PSALM cxlvii. 11.

IT is an immense comfort to the LORD'S people that their
Covenant GOD takes pleasure in them. His sovereignty may
be displayed in visiting judgment upon the ungodly, but this
does not prevent Him from manifesting His love for, and His
delight in, the objects of His everlasting love. illustrations
of this are seen in the cases of Noah and Lot. Though GOD
determined according to His sovereign will to bring in the
flood upon the world of the ungodly, He took pleasure in Noah
and his family, and saved them. So when He was about to
rain fire and brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah, He sent Lot
out of the midst of the overthrow.

He is just the same to-day. He is visiting terrible judgments
upon the nations just now, our own nation included, but that
does not prevent Him from taking pleasure in all His people
scattered among all the nations of the earth. In praying for
victory over our powerful enemies in the present ten-ible
conflict, we need not be concerned about any fellow-members of
CHRIST'S mystical body in enemy countries. The LORD has
His eye upon them, and He knows how to work on their behalf.
We may be sure that He taketh pleasure in them, and that He
knows how to manifest His clelight in them, even though they
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dwell in nations whose rulers are in deadly conflict with our
own nation. ~Therever there are a people who fear the LORD,
there such people are the objects of His delight. He taketh
pleasure in them. Not in their sins does He take pleasure,
but in their persons.

1. It is well to notice that the LORD'S people are a people who
fear the LORD.

This is a characteristic of the Old and the New Testament
saints. In the Old Testament we read, "Then they that
feared the LORD spake often one to another." They came
together to that end. So to-day the LORD'S people are bidden
not to forsake the assembling of themselves together. As
the days get piritually darker they need to have more spiritual
communion with each other. They.need to meet and to
exhort one another, and encourage one another, " and so much
the more, as they see the day approaching" (Heb. x. 25).
'Well, when they that feared the LORD spake often one to
another, the LORD hearkened to what they said, just as parents
hearken to their children's prattle. "And a book of remem
brance was written before Him for them that feared the LORD
and that thought upon His name." These last words suggest
what they talked about when they spake often one to another.
They evidently not only thought upon His name, but talked
about His name. They talked about Him. These were they
of whom the LORD says, " They shall be Mine in that day when
I make up My jewels" (Mal. iii. 16, 17). He will own them as
His people.

In the New Testament also it is evident that His people
are a people who fear the LORD. They are described as
" walking in the fear of the LORD, and in the comfort of the
HOLY GHOST" (Acts ix. 31). The fear of the LORD was the
element in which they walked and lived. In domestic,
business, and spiritual duties they were influenced continually
by the fear of the LORD. That is, by reverence for His name,
His Word, and His day. They realized that He is the high
and lofty ONE that inhabiteth eternity Whose name is Holy.
No irreverence characterized them when they mentioned His
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name or drew near to His throne of grace. The.y did not treat
lightly the doctrines and precepts of His holy Word. To
depart from His doctrines or to violate His precepts was
regarded by them as sin. His day was sacred to them. They
remembered to keep it holy, set apart from all other days.
They refrained from doing their own pleasure on His holy
day. They called the sabbath a delight, the holy of the
LORD, honourable. (See Isa. lviii. 13.) This fear of the LORD

differentiated them from the rest of the "'orId. Of these latter
it is written, " There is no fear of GOD before their eyes." But
who made them to differ from others? That is the question
which the Apostle Paul asked the Corinthian saints. They
had at one time been numbered amongst fornicators, idolaters,
thieves, and drunkards. "Such," he says, "were some of
you." But a mighty change had taken place, so that now
they were washed, sanctified, and justified in the name of the
LORD JESUS. Hence the apostle asks, "vVho maketh thee to
Cliffer from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not
receive? Now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory,
a:=; if thou hadst not received it?" (See 1 Cor. iv, 7; vi. 9-11.)

Thus the mighty change which made them to differ from the
crowd of the ungodly was due to a power outside themselves.
They had been washed, sanctified, and justified "by the
SPIRIT of our GOD" (1 Cor. vi. 11). Divine grace and Divine
power had made them to differ. By the grace of GOD they
were what they were. Men do not fear or reverence GOD,

His Word, and His day naturally: It is He Who puts His fear
into their hearts. He gives them one heart and one way that
they may fear Him for ever. In other words, He gives them a
new heart and His indwelling SPIRIT, and causes them to walk in
His statutes. (See Jer. xxxii. 3f1, 40; Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27.)

Thus, if we are amongst those who fear the LORD, we have
no reason to boast as if our fear of the LORD were due to our
selves 01' out' own decision to fear Him. No, it is by Divine
grace that we are saved. "Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us"
(Titus iii. 5). There is a mighty difference between the words,
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"We saved ourselves," and "He saved us." If we saved
ourselves, then we may rightly say, "To ourselves be the
glory," but if He saved us, then we shall be ready to say,
" Not unto us, 0 LORD, not unto us, but unto Thy name give
glory" (Ps. cxv. 1).

In the eighteenth century John Newton wrote
"Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound),

That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;

Was blind, but now I see!
" 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,

And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear,

The hour I first believed ! "

In the same century Dr. 'Watts wrote :-
" 'Tis not by works of righteousness

Which our own hands have done,
But we are saved by sovereign grace,

Abounding through His SON.

" 'Tis from the mercy of our GOD

That all our hopes begin;
'Tis by the water and the blood,

Our souls are washed from sin.
" 'Tis through the purchase of His death

Who hung upon the tree,
The SPIRIT is sent down to breathe

On such dry bones as we."

Much of the theology of the present day teaches that the
sinner himself causes him to differ from others. It is taught
that he began the work, he. decided whether to believe in
CHRIST or not, he opened his own heart to attend unto Gospel
truth. Yet Scripture says, "Whose heart the LORD opened"
(Acts xvi. 14). If we kept definitely to Scripture we should
never say of any believer, "He opened his own heart," or
" she opened her own heart."

If we are indeed amongst those who fear the LORD, let us

with increasing gratitude give all the glory to Him.
" Grace taught my soul to pray,

And pardoning love to know;
'Twas grace that kept me to this day,

And will not let me go."
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2. Then notice, secondly, that the LORD'S people are described
as " those that hope in His mercy."

They a.re a hopeful people, but they hope not in themselves
but in His mercy. All their hopefulness is due to His mercy.

We read of "the tender mercy of our GOD; whereby the
Dayspring from on high hath visited us, to give light to them
that sit in darkness and i.n the shadow of death, to guide our
feet into the way of peace (Luke i. 78, 79). The Dayspring
is the LORD JESUS CHRIST. Through the FATHER'S tender
mercy towards His people the Dayspring visited this dark,
sin-stricken earth, to give light to dark hearts and to guide
feet walking in the broad way into the way of peace. Thoee
who have thus been enlightened and turned from darkness to
light recollect with grateful hearts the tender mercy of their
GOD. They rejoice in Him Who came down to redeem them
from merited wrath, and they still hope in, and look for, fresh
manifestations of the tender mercy of their GOD. We read of
" GOD Who is rich in mercy" (Ephes. ii. 4). So rich is He in
mercy that though His people are dead in sins .and walking
according to the prince of the power of the air, He draws near
to them and regenerates them by His SPIRIT'S power and
saves them by His grace. (See Ephes. ii. 5.) Those who
hope in His mercy recall His quickening and saving power,
and they hope for fresh displays of that power. Their cry is,
" Wilt Thou not revive us again: that Thy people may rejoice
in Thee 1 " (Ps. lxxxv. 6).

We read that "according to His mercy He saved us"
(Titus iii. 5). "Not by works of righteousness which we have
done" were we saved. Those who hope in His mercy acknow
ledge that they had no hand in their own salvation. No works
wh~ch they did secured their deliverance from hell and their
entrance into heaven. Divine mercy alone brought about
their salvation. He poured His SPIRIT on them, and He
justified them by His grace. He made them heirs of eternal
life. They still hope for fresh exhibitions of His mercy. Daily
they need it; and to obtain it they daily come boldly unto
the throne of His grace.
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'Ve read that the LORD is " plenteous in mercy," that" He
hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according
to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth,
s.o g1'eat is His mercy toward them that fear Him" (Ps. ciii.
8, 10, 11). As we cannot measure the distance between
heaven and earth, so we cannot measure the extent of His
mercy toward them that fear Him. So great is it that He
forgiveth all their iniquities and removes all their transgres
sions from them. With a deep sense of their unworthiness they
still hope in His mercy. De€'ply grieved as they are, when
frequently conscious of sin, they take courage and hope in the
mercy of GOD for ever and ever. With Jacob they say, " I am
not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth,
which Thou haat showed unto Thy servant" (Gen. xxxii. 10).

'We read that" the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting
to everlasting upon them that fear Him" (Ps. ciii. 17). His
mercy is eternal. It endureth for ever. It is in such mercy
His people hope. They have experienced His mercy in the
past. They experience it in the present, and they hope to
experience it in all the future. It is thus a mark of the true
people of GOD that they hope in His mercy, but it is a mercy
which flows to them through CHRIST. It is a mercy which
is experienced through the redemption that is in CHRIST
JESUS. It is a mercy which GOD can righteously bestow
because His dear SON has met all the perceptive and penal
demands of the Divine law as the holy Substitute of His people.

" Thy mercy in JESUS, exempts me from hell ;
Its glories I'll sing, and its wonders I'll tell ;
'Twas JESUS, my FRIEND, when He hung on the tree,
That opened the channel of mercy for me."

(John Stocke1·.)
3. Thi1'dly, notice now that it is " in them that fear Him," and

" in those that hope in His mercy" that the LORD taketh pleasu1·e.
Are you numbered amongst the people who are thus charac

terized ~ Do you fear the LORD, and do you hope in His
mercy ~ If so, the LORD taketh pleasure in you. He delights
in you. You are precious to Him.

He delights io deliver His people. He" encampeth round
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about them that fear Him, and'delivereth them" (Ps. xxxiv. 7).
When you hear the German aeroplanes over your head and
are in danger of death, the Angel of the LORD, the second
Person in the Trinity, is surrounding you and He will either
deliver you from death or deliver you to glory. "Surely His
salvation is nigh them that fear Him" (Ps. lxxxv. 9).

He delights to supply the needs of His people. "Behold the
eye of the LORD is upon them that fear Him, upon them that
hope in His mercy; to deliver their soul from death, and
to keep them alive in famine." "There is no want to them
that fear Him." "They shall not want any good thing"
(Ps. xxxiii. 18, 19; xxxiv. 9, 10). Think of it: the eye of
the LORD is upon you. He is watching you. He is looking
into your cupboard, your wardrobe, and your purse, to supply
all your need according to His riches in glory by CHRIST JESUS.

We learn that the LORD taketh pleasw'e in His people's
spiritual education. "What man is he that feareth the LORD ~

Him shall He teach in the way that He shall choose." "The
secret of the LORD is with them that fear Him; and He will
show them His Covenant" (Ps. xxv. 12, 14).

The LORD taketh pleasure 'in their pmyers. "He will fulfil
the desire of them that fear Him: He also will hear their cry,
and will save them" (Ps. cxlv. 19).

He taketh pleasure in all His people, and He taketh pleasure
in them at all times. "He will bless them that fear the LORD,

both small and great." They are war~anted to say, " The LORD

hath been mindful of us : He will bless us " (Ps. exv. 12, 13).
If the LORD thus taketh pleasure in His people should not

they take pleasure in Him ~ Do we not flood to set our
affection more fully on the things above. Our God is all our
salvation and all our deEire.

In these dark, evil and dangerous days let us grasp more
firmly and tenaciously the assurance that the LORD still taketh
pleasure in us, and therefore that He will not leave us nor
forsake us. Nothing can separate us from His love.

Whitington Vicamge, THE EDITOR

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn. ('Phomas Houghton) ,
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'tlma~ei~e 1Aotee.

THE SOVER.EIGNTY OF GOD.

....

.
;

" He gi?:eth snow like wool: He scattereth the hoar-frost like
ashes. He casteth forth His ice l1'ke morsels: who can
stand before His cold? He sendeth out His word, and
melteth them: He causeth His wind to blow, and the waters
floW."-PSALM cxlvii. 16-18.

WHEN the ground is covered with snow, and the weather is
cold and frosty, this passage in the Psalms often comes to
our mind. Most of us shrink from very cold weather, and
though the sno", is exceedingly beautiful and it is charming
to see the hoar frost glistening in the sunshine, yet most of
us are ready to say with the psalmist, "Who can stand before
His cold 1" We have often, however, found it a help and a
comfort to remember that it is "His cold" which we are
experiencing. It is cold which has come from Him, cold which
He has sent and appointed. That being so, He can enable us
to stand before it, and to bear it with cheerfulness.

In this passage we read of "His ice," "His cold," "His
word," "His wind." Our Lord also speaks of "His sun."
" He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust" (Matt. Y. 45).
When the sun is shining, and we are basking in its warmth
and light, we do well to reme~ber that it is " His sun" which
is shining upon us, and that it is He Himself Who maketh it
to rise and shine upon us. When the rain descends and
refreshes the earth and replenishes the springs, and thus
supplies us \vith water, we do well to remember that it is He,
our God and Father, Who sendeth the rain. Graciously, too,
He maketh His sun to rise on the evil as well as on the good,
and He sendeth rain on the unjust as well as on the just.
Even tyrants, and wicked dictators, who fear neither God nor
man, receive the benefits of God's sun and God's rain. He
" covereth the heaven with clouds," and" prepareth rain for
the earth," and thus "maketh grass to grow upon the
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mountains." The snow, the frost, the ice, the cold, the wind,
the sunshine and the rain are all manifestations of the sover
eignty of God. "Fire, and hail; snow, and vapours;
stormy ",ind," all fulfil His Word (Ps. cxlviii. 8). They all
obey His behests.

Many years ago, at a Clifton Conference, we remember
hearing the late Mr. J. L. Stanley reading impressively some
verses in the first chapter of Nahum, which set forth the
sovereignty of God in nature. We read in that chapter, "The
Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and
the clouds are the dust of His feet. He rebuketh the sea, and
maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth
and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth. The
mountains quake at Him, and the hills melt, and the earth is
burned at His presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell
therein." Notice the words, "The Lord hath His way in the
whi1'Zwind and in the storm." The whirlwind and the storm
are under His sovereign control. They do His bidding. "He
commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up
the waves thereof." Travellers by Eea in ships, "mount up
to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul
is melted because of trouble." But," they cry unto the Lord
in their trouble, and He bringeth them out of their distresses.
He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are
still ... so He bringeth them unto their desired haven"
(Ps. cvii. 25-30).

" The storm is laid, 'the winds retire,
Obedient to Thy will;

The sea, that roared at Thy command,
At Thy command is still."

(Addison.)

It is a great comfort to the child of God to recall the great
truth of God's sovereignty in the weather. It is my Father's
sun which shines. It is His rain which waters the earth. It
is He Who giveth the snow, that casteth forth His ice, that
causes His wind to blow, and that maketh the storm a calm.
These things are wonderful displays of His sovereignty, and
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He V\ ho thus displays His mighty power, "taketh pleasure in
them that fear Him, in those that hope in His mercy." He
delights in them in sunshine and rain, in wind and storm, in
cold and heat, in summer and ·winter. "Are you not afraid ? "
was said to a godly woman when an ea,rthquake was taking
place. "No," she replied, "I rejoice that I have a God that
can shake the world."

GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY IN ALL THINGS.

We speak of God as "the supreme Being." That is, He is
the highest in authority in the universe. He is IGng of kings
and Lord of lords. "He worketh all things (not the weather
only) after the counsel of His Own will" (Ephes. i. ll). He
has created all things and for His pleasure they a,re, and were
created. (See Rev. iv. 11.) In particular, "The most high
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever
He will." Nebuchadnezzar, the great king of Babylon, was
made to aclmowledge the sovereignty of God in the earth when
he said, " He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven,
and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay
His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou?" (See
Dan. iv. 25, 35.) The heathen may say, " Where is now their
God?" Our answer is, "Our God is in the heavens; He
hath done whatsoe'ver He hath pleased" (Ps. cxv. 2, 3). He
reigns in the whole universe. He is "the King of all the
earth" (Ps. xlvii. 7).

All earthly authorities, wb-ether dictators, or democratic
powers, are under His supreme control. "Of Him, and through
Him, and to Him, a,re all things: to Whom be glory for ever"
(Rom. xi. 36).

" The Lord is King, who then shall dare
Resist His will, distrust His care,
Or murmur at His wise decrees,
Or doubt His royal promises ~ "

In these times of terrible war, when wicked men seem to
be allowed to do much as they like, and to bring sorrow,
desolation, and woe upon nations and individual , it is an
immense comfort to be assured that the reins of government
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are still in the hands of our omnipotent God. He has not
abdicated. He still rules, governs, and controls all things
according to the purpose of His own will, for the glory of His
own name, and for the good of His own people. His sover
eignty is everywhere manifest in the records of His inspired
Word. We see

HIS SOVEREIGNTY IN HIS JUDGMENTS.

What was the Flood but a marvellous display of His sover
eignty? He" saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth," and He, in the exercise of His supreme power,
determined to destroy man whom He had created. The same
sovereignty put a difference between Noah and his family and
the rest of the world. Noah found grace in the eyes of the
Lord. Sovereign grace saved Noah both spiritually and
temporally, while God brought in "the flood upon the world
of the ungodly" (2 Peter ii. 5).

What was the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah but a
marvellous display of His sovereignty? "The men of Sodom
were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly"
(Gen. xiv. 13). Hence," The Lord rained upon Sodom and
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven.
And He overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the
inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground."
.sodom had its markets or shops in which its people bought and
f"old. It had its fields in which they planted. It had its
structures which they builded. . "But the same day that
Lot (through sovereign grace) went out of Sodom it rained
fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all"
(Luke xvii. 28, 29). The cities, the plain, all the inhabitants,
and all the vegetation were all destroyed by the supreme power
of God. He turned " the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into
ashes (and) condemned them with an overthrow, making them
an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly." (See
Gen. xix. 24, 25; 2 Peter ii. 6.).

This act of God's sovereignty in visiting judgment upon the
ungodly wa,s an example of God's dealings with others who
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should be guilty of ungodliness as they were. Do we realize
sufficiently that God's sovereignty is being displayed now on
nations for their sins ~ War is one of God's sore judgments
which He visits upon nations for their sins. (See Ezek.
xiv. 13, 21.) How can we explain the present war except hy
regarding it as a judgment upon the nations of the world for
national sin ~ We rightly blame Hitler for the war, but God
uses wicked men to be a scourge to those upon whom He
designs to visit with His judgments. Nebuchadnezzar
destroyed Jerusalem. He was a proud, idolatrous monarch.
He had no thought of being God's instrument in visiting
judgment on God's ancient people, but we read that "the
Lord brougM upon them the king of the Chaldees" (2 Chron.
xxxvi. 16, 17).

"We are feeling the effects of the war in the terrible destruc
tion of life and property which is taking place. Dare we doubt
that God is visiting us in this way for our many national sins?
But practically all the nations of the world are feeling the
effects of this war, and why ~ Are they not all more or less
guilty of manifold transgressions and mighty sins ~ If He
pmlished His ancient people again and again for their sins,
will He not mete out similar treatment to other nations of
the world ~ His dealings with other nations are clearly set
forth in Jeremiah xviii. 7-10. If He determines to destroy
a nation for its sins, and that nation turns from its evil ways,
then He will refrain from visiting it with judgment. If, on
the other hand, He speaks concerning a nation to build and
to plant, and if that nation does evil in His eight, that it ohey
not His voice, then He will repent of the good, wherewith He
aid He would benefit its people. God ie definitely epea.king
to us, and all the other nations by the terribly solemn events
tha,t are taking place. 0 that we might all hear His voice.
and humble ourselves before Him. Even the godly among
the nations need to humble themselves before Him.

Think of such godly men as David, Ezra, and Nehemiah.
Read how they humbled themselves before God as representa
tives of God's ancient people.
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GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY IN THE HISTORY OF HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE,

God's sovereignty was displayed in the bondage of His
chosen people in Egypt, and in their deliverance from Egypt,
and their establishment in the land of promise.

He said to Abraham, " Know of a suret:)"' that thy seed shall
be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve
them; and they shall afilict them four hundred years"
(Gen. xv. 13). But how came Abraham's seed to be in Egypt?
The Genesis narrative shows it was brought about through
the wickedness and malice of Joseph's brethren. They sold
Joseph into Egypt and eventually they and their father
followed him there, and settled down there. But how did
Joseph explain this? He looked beyond the human instru
ment. He saw the hand of God in it all. God in His sover
eignty had purposed the settlement in Egypt. Hence Joseph
said, "God did send me before you to preserve ljfe. . . . So
now it was not you that sent me hither, but God" (Gen.
xlv. 5, H).

But the settlement in Egypt was to terminate. Hence God
said to Abraham, "That nation, whom they shall serve, will
I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great sub
stance. . . . In the fourth generation they shall come ruther
again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full "
(Gen. xv. 14: 16).

Here we have the Divine purpose to visit the judgment of
the plagues upon Egypt, and to bring out God's people Israel
from the bondage of Egypt into the hind which He had promised
to give them for an everlasting inheritance. Accordingly, the
Lord appeared to Moses at the bush and said to him, " Come
now, therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou
mayest bring forth My people the children of Israel out of
Egypt" (Exod. iii. 10). Their deliverance from Egyptian
bondage was by sovereign power. "I am the Lord thy God
which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage" (Exod. xx. 2). He brought them out that
He might bring them in. Hence we read, "He brought forth
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His people with joy, and His chosen with gladnes : and gave
them the lands of the heathen: and they inherited t.h labour

_ of the people; that they might observe His statute, and keep
His laws" (Ps. cv. 43-45). The exodus, the guidance and
provision in the wilderness, and the planting in Canaan w re
all exhibitions of the sovereignty of God. "They got not the
land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own
arm save them: but Thy right hand, and Thine arm, and the
light of Thy countenance, because Thou hadst a favour unto
them" (Ps. xliv. 3). Here is sovereign power and sovereign
grace.

THE CONS'I'ANT SIN OF IsRAEL.

Despite all the manifestations of the sovereign power and
grace of God towards His ancient people, their history "ho,,~

that they were constantly lapsing into idolatry. A generation
arose " which knew not the Lord, nor yet the WOI' which He
had done for brael. . . . And they forsook the Lord of
their fathers, which brought them out of the land of E~yP ,
and followed other gods, of the gods of the people that were
round about them, and bowed themselves unto them and
provoked the Lord to anger." The result was that the sover
eignty of God was exercised against them to chastise them
for their sins. "The anger of the Lord was hot against Israel,
and He delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled
them, and He sold them into the hands of their enemies round
about, so that they could not any longer stand before their
enemies. ·Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the Lord
was against them for evil." it was in vain for them to fight
against the sovereign power of God. "Nevertheless the Lord
raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of
those that spoiled them. And yet they would not hearken
unto their judges, but they went a whoring after other gods,
and bowed themselves unto them." Here we see sovereign
mercy followed by rebellion and hardness of heart. Sovereign
power continued to chastise them, and sovereign mercy
continued to be experienced by them, all hrough their
history. (See Judges ii. 10-19).
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What was true in the time of the judges waE also true in
the time of the kings. "Yet the Lord testified against Israel
and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the seers
saying, Turn ye from your evil ways.... Notwithstanding
they would not hear, but hardened their necks, like to the
neck of their fathers, that did not believe in the Lord their
God. . . . They left all the commandments of the Lord their
God, and made them molten images, even two calves, and
made a grove, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and
Eerved Baal. . . . Therefore the Lord was very angry with
Israel, and removed them out of His sight. . . . And the Lord
rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted them, and delivered
them into the hand of spoilers, until He had cast them out
of His sight.... So was Israel carried away out of their
own land to Assyria unto this day." (See 2 Kings xvii. 72-3.)

The true explanation of the sorrows and woes and afflictions
of Israel was their constant departure into idolatry and other
sins. Their iniquities separated between them and their God
and their sins hid His face from them. In judgment for their
sins He used wicked men to spoil them and carry them captive
into Assyria. The history of the southern kingdom (Judah,
Benjamin, and others) was much the same. Such kings as
Hezekiah, Jehoshaphat and Josiah were bright exceptions to
the other kings, but eventually God's sovereign power was
exercised against them in bringing about the Babylonian
captivity. He" sent to them by His messengers, rising up
betimes, and sending, because He had compassion on His
people, and on His dwelling place: but they mocked the
messengers of God, and despised His words, and misused His
prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people,
till there' was no remedy. Therefore He brought upon them the
king of the Ohaldees, who slew their young men with the sword
in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon
young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age:
He gave them all into his hand. ... And they bprnt the house
of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all
the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly

17
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vessels thereof. And them that escaped from the sword
carried he away to Babylon " (2 Chron. xxxvi. 15-20).

Thus it ie no new thing for young and old to be slain in war,
and for cities to be destroyed, and large numbers taken into
captivity. Human and often evil instruments do these things,
but behind them is the sovereign power of God, visiting
judgment on nations for their sins.

SOVEREIGN MERCY.

God's dealings in judgment with His rebellious people were
limited. Their captivity in Babylon was, through His sovereign
mercy, limited to seventy years. Then His sovereign power
was again put forth on their behalf. He" stirred up the
spirit of Cyrus, king of Persia," that he issued a proclamation
allowing God's people, who desired to do so, to'return to their
own land again. Then "all them whose spirit God had
raised" responded and returned, and rebuilt the temple, and
again established the worship of God in Jerusalem. (Ezra
i. 1-5.) Thus, when our Lord began His public ministry,
a large number of the lost sheep of the house of Israel were
dwelling in the land of Canaan. To them our Lord and His
apostles ministered. To them He preached, and amongst
them He wrought His wonderful miracles. But again they
were guilty of sin and rebellion. They despised and rejected
and crucified the Lord of glory, and brought upon themselves
further terrible and prolonged judgment.

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD IN THE DESTRUCTION OF

JERUSALEM BY THE ROMAN ARMY.

Our Lord, when about to enter Jerusalem, just before His
crucifixion, wept over the city. He foretold its awful desola
tion in judgment for the crowning sin of the nation. "The
days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a
trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in
on every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and
thy children within thee; an,d they shaH not leave in th6e one
stone upon another; because tlwu knewest not the time of thy
visitation." Our Lord, referring to the destruction of .Jerusalem,
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says, "They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall
be led away captive into all nations; and Jerusalem shaH
be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles
be fulfilled." (See Luke xix. 43, 44; xxi. 24.) Thus the
siege and destruction of Jerusalem, the slaughter of multitudes
with the sword, the captivity of others, and the continued
dominion of Gentiles over" the city of the great King " are
all a terrible and prolonged display of Divine sovereignty in
judgment upon His chosen people for their accumulated
national sins.

GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY IN THE DEATH OF HIS SON.

Yet though God's ancient people by wicked hands did
crucify and slay the Lord of glory, and are now being Divinely
judged for their great sin, it is nevertheless true that behind
their wickedness was the most marvellous manifestation of

THE SOVEREIGN GRACE OF GOD.

Listen to the words of the Apostle Peter. "Him, being
delivered by the deterrninate cmmsel and foreknowledge of God,
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain."
The apostle was addressing the "men of Israel," gathered
from all parts of the Roman empire to keep the feast of
Pentecost, and he charged them with the sin of crucifying
Christ, but yet declared that behind their sin was the " deter
minate counsel" or purpose of God. "Herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that He 10ved us, and sent His Son
to be the propitiation for our sins" (See Acts ii. 22, 23;
1 John iv. 10.)

Read on, however, in the Acts of the Apostles, and notice
these words: "Of a truth against Thy holy Child Jesus,
Whom Thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate,
with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered
together, for to do whatsoever Thy hand and Thy counsel
determined before to be done" (Acts iv. 27, 28). Thus Herod,
Pontius Pilate, the Gentile soldiers, and the people of Israel,
a II combined to put the Lord Jesus to death, but in doing so
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they were unconsciously doing what God's hand and God's
counsel had determined before to be done. God's sovereign
power and His sovereign grace both combined to bring about
that atoning death of Christ; which alone secures for all
who trust in Him their eternal salvation.

I' 0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and know
ledge of God! " (Rom. xi. 33). It is the grace, the unmerited
favour of God that bringeth salvation. The Father in the
exhibition of His sovereign grace sent His Son to be the
Saviour. The Son in sovereign grace came to save, and gave
His life as a ransom to that end. The Holy Ghost, the eternal
Spirit', enabled Him to offer Himself without spot to God.
(See Hebrews ix. 14.) That same Spirit convinces the sinner
of his sins, and testifies of' Christ, as the Sin-Bearer to his soul.
Hence the sinner is saved by sovereign grace. Art thou saved,
o reader of these lines? If so, remember the words, "Not
by works of righteousness which we have done, but according

to His mercy He saved us " (Titus iii. 5).

" 'Tis not by works of righteousness
Which our own hands have done,

But we are saved by sovereign grace,
Abounding through the Son."

(Dr. Watts.)

THE EDITOR.

NO NATIONAL REPENTANCE.

Church and People, the organ of the Church Pastoral Aid
Society, says: "There is not yet any spectacular indication of a
nation-wide turning to God. Indeed, many feel that the initial
impetus given by the war has come to a standstill and that we
are back where we were when the war broke out."

After printing many reports from clergy in all parts of the
country, Church and People says: "The general consensus of
.opinion revealed in these reports is that there is no definite outward
-sign of the nation turning to God."
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" The horse is prepared against the day of battle; but safety is of
the Lord."-PRovERBs xxi. 31.

AND that is a solid word of comfort, fellow-believer, in these
days of critical, national and personal danger; and so the same
words have ministered comfort to exercised hearts in all ages
past. There are things spoken of in the Word as not safe, nor
to be relied upon, and to which we may not look with expectation
of help in days of danger. "Truly in vain is salvation hoped for
from the hills and from the multitude of mountains: truly in
the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel," said the prophet
Jeremiah (iii. 23). Nor will our own heart help us; for that
"is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked" (Jer.
xvii. 9), and" he that trusteth in his own heart is a fool" (Prov.
xxviii. 26). The best of earthly friends too, with all their good
intentions, may fail us, as we are reminded in the prophetic
language of David (Ps. xli. 9; Micah vii. 5). But here in our
text we have all wherein and Whom to trust and safely to rely
upon. He is one Who never changes, never fails His people,
never breaks His word of promise and Who cares for us all through
our lives in every time of danger, contingency and difficulty;
delivering us ofttimes miraculously when death seemed so near
and proving again and again how the safety of His people is of
Himself. Safety is of the Lord, or as the Hebrew gives it, victory
is alone of Him. So it brings in a double comfort of reassuring
promises. We are not only safe under His all-covering, shelter
ing wings, but He in His own time and way will give us the victory
and complete deliverance and make us " more than conquerors"
over all and every spiritual foe. The power of a triune Jehovah
is put forth on His weak believer's side, proving thereby" there
is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel, against the Lord."
Therefore our wisdom, child of God, is to " wait and wait only
on the Lord and He shall save thee." "Trust in the Lord with
all thine heart and lean not to thine own understanding." If
God be for us, who and what can be against us 1

"Is God for me ? I fear not, though all against me rise;
When I call on Christ my Saviour, the host of evil flies;
My Friend-the LORD Almighty, and He who loves me-God,
What enemy shall harm me, though coming as a flood."

The words under consideration were given me at a special time
of danger and distress. On the night of March 7th, when the
alert had been given; the guns had roared and the falling down
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of the deadly missiles were doing their devilish deeds in the
darkness, and presently the sounds died away in the distance
and one wondered if one might go to bed. I begged the Lord to
give me one word of reassurance and quieting comfort and this
was it which fell as soothing balm upon my heart. "Safety is
of the Lord." It quieted the spirit; it reminded little-faith
with gentle compassionate reproof of her sinful and groundless
fears, and carried the soul to safe and restful anchorage once
more, and encouraged the heart to still ask for more mercy at
His gracious all-compassionate hand and heart; something that
would enable the soul to rest wholly upon Him, and not fear the
wrath of man and his legion of evil spirits. Gently and sweetly
fell the words upon my soul, " Thou shalt walk in thy way safely,
and thy feet shall not stumble. When thou liest down thou
shalt not be afraid; yea, thou shalt lie down and thy sleep shall
be sweet" (Prov. iii. 24, 25). The reader can believe that the
Word of the Lord being true, and never a promise He makes
ever forfeited, the first thing on waking in the morning was to
praise Him for His merciful kindness and compassion. Nor is
this all. The first calendar text which presented itself on that
morning was, "Whoso hearkeneth unto Me, shall dwell safely
and shall be quiet from fear of evil," and being the same promise
as sent me by a beloved correspondent from Tunbridge Wells
a few weeks before, and which had indeed been amongst the many
" comfortable words" in which our Divine and all-compassionate
Father indulges His unworthy children, my heart was once again
made glad in Him.

Oh! what a kind God is ours! How intent He is upon showing
us that we are the objects of His love and of His tender care!
Moreover, these very things which bring the soul to seek Him
and fly to Him for succour and deliverance, are made to be our
blessings. Thus is the great enemy of souls again and again
outwitted. Dear William Cowper proved the truth of this in
the midst of all his soul anguish and wrestling prayer when he
wrote :-

" And Satan trembles when he sees
The weakest saint upon his knees."

I recently purchased a treasure of a book of sermons by the
Rev. Thomas Jones, of Creaton, Northants. It was sold me for
Id., and at a glance through its pages I could see the golden
vein of truth as it is in Jesus. Here is a sentence or two which
bears upon our subject. "Let believers never despair. The
Christian that is speaking in faith in the ears of the Lord-nay,
when he speaks from the heart, it goes to the heart of God
such an one need never despair. No tender mother ever flew
to her crying infant as the heavenly Father flies to His distressed
child. Praying souls are the most formidable people under heaven.
They engage God on their side; then who can stand against them? "
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His children may ever rely upon the hand of their preserving
and delivering God in the midst of all their foes and in spite of
all the dangers which encompass their path. Their delivering
God is with them and assures them, " I will never leave thee nor

'--- forsake thee." It is He Who makes" the needy to lie down in
safety" (Isa. xiv. 30), just as literally as did His dear servant
Peter who in prison, and bound with chains, between two soldiers,
could be sleeping as peacefully as a little child, when the angel
of the Lord came upon him and smote him on the side and raised
him up and delivered him. Israel's Covenant Keeper and
Watcher" neither slumbereth nor sleepeth." Let this be your
and my comfort and assurance, beloved readers, when we are
suffering" the terror by night." Oh! may it be your and my
mercy to realize daily and hour by hour, how truly happy are
they who have the God of Jacob for their help and whose hope
is in the Lord their God who have been taught to look to God
alone for salvation eternal, and to know that salvation temporal
is also at His giving. The lesser things of time are "added"
unto the children of God with the all-important, all essential
work of salvation. So that the child of God knows what it is
to have recourse to that" name" as their" strong tower," and
to rejoice in knowing that all is well in time and to eternal days
for the one whom the Lord has taken into His care and keeping.

" He saves me at first, He saves me at last,
He saves me a thousand times o'er"

wrote Mushett, the redeemed atheist, and he spoke for every
redeemed sinner too! Yes, salvation in Christ includes" freely"
more" all things" given of our Father for Jesus' sake, and we
are the recipients of His wondrous love and mercy and gracious
dealings all our lives. In Christ we are safe from every ill; safe
in the ark and no winds nor waves nor floods of tribulation can
toss us thence. Our safety is all because Jesus ever lives and is
pledged to bring us safe home to His Father's house; not one
lost, not one missing !

"The feeblest saint shall win the day,
Though earth and hell obstruct the way."

Now, fellow-believer in a faithful Covenant-keeping God,
if and when fears arise and very natural they are when such terrors
overtake us as we are experiencing, let us remember that though
we may cry out like David in a moment of dread from the relent
less, pursuing enemy, "I shall one day perish by the hand of
Saul," that David did not perish by the hand of his enemy. We
read of how" the Lord preserved David whithersoever he went,"
and how David lived his appointed time and died an old man
and stricken in years, immortal as every Child of God is, until his
work is done. David's God and Defender and Preserver has
said, "For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy,
now will I arise, saith the Lord; I will set him in safety from
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him that puffeth at him" (Ps. xii. 5). In the day of our God's
deliverance we are brought to see how the enemy's worst is
expressed by their mighty and Divine Deliverer as something
that just puffeth at him. What is a puff of wind? A transient
breath that passeth over us and is gone! But the salvation of
the righteous is of the Lord. He is their mighty help and shield.
And so we return to our text which heads this meditation
" Safety" (yea, salvation and victory) "is of the Lord." And
by everyone of His blood-bought people shall Benjamin's blessing
be realized, "The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by
him: and the Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he shall
dwell between his shoulders" (Deut. xxxiii. 12). So that you,
dear child of God, however weak and weary and trembling you
are in and of yourself, are called the beloved of the Lord Who
is King of kings and Lord of heaven and earth, and are made
His peculiar treasure and care, He has promised that you shall
dwell safely and shall indeed have cause to show forth the praises
of your God through Whom you have been kept.

How suitable to young and old are the words of dear Thomas
Kelly as we seek safety and rest in the darkness of the coming
nights.

" Through the day Thy love hath spared us,
Now we lay us down to rest,

Through the silent watches guard us,
Let no foe our peace molest;

Jesus, Thou our Guardian be,
Sweet it is to trust in Thee.

" Pilgrim.s here on earth, and strangers,
Dwelling in the midst of foes,

Us and ours preserve from dangers,
In Thine arms may ~e repose!

And when life's sad day is past,
Rest with Thee in heaven at last."

R.

" CHRIST died in His human nature, but the one Who died is a
Divine person, and therefore the death has infinite value."
Professor William Childs Robinson.

" ONCE justified, is to remain so to all eternity. Here lies the
anchor of my hopes. Our Lord, having once loved me, He will
love me to the end; this fills me with joy unspeakable and full
of glory. I now walk by faith; I work, not to keep myself in
a justified state, but to express my love and gratitude for what
Jesus has done for my soul."-George Whitefield.
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THE INTERCESSION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J AMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.-HEBREWS
vii. 25 (part of).

WE were just now singing in our hymn, praising the Lord:
"Deep-wounded souls to Thee repair,

And, Sa.viour, we are such."

Now this text of ours to-night is precisely for such characters,
for you will observe how the whole verse reads: "Wherefore He
is able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them "
coming souls, souls that come unto God, "deep-wounded souls
to Thee repair," or come, " and Saviour we are such." So this
text is adapted, as I have said, to meet the necessities of coming
souls, souls seeking God, seeking blessing at His Hand. It may
be first the forgiveness of their sins, that is, the first enjoyment
of the forgiveness of their sins. Or it may be the case of the poor
backslider who is coming again to have his soul restored-" He
restoreth my soul." It may be that there are those who are in
difficulty and distress and they are coming to God by Christ for
counsel and for comfort. and for light to walk, also looking to Him
for strength. Well, whatever be the phase of the necessity of
deep-wounded souls this is a blessed truth for them that Christ
" ever liveth to make intercession for them," "is able to save
them to the uttermost," or "evermore,'" as the margin has it,
" that come unto God by Him."

Our text in the morning, when the Lord led us a certain distance
in this truth, was, "Who is even at the Right Hand of God,"
but there remains this afterwards, " Who also maketh intercession
for us." You will notice on looking into that passage (Rom.
viii. 34) that there are four principal pillars or foundations on
which " hope that maketh not ashamed" is built. "It is Christ
that died," that is the first truth; the second, "Yea, rather,
that is risen again"; and the third, which we noted in the
morning, "Who is even at the right hand of God"; and then
the fourth, which is before us this evening, "Who also maketh
intercession for us." Those constitute the four-square founda
tions on which the hope of God's elect people rests. Nothing
can disturb that foundation. Christ has died, nothing will reverse
that. This we have received from God by the communication
of the Spirit, He died for our sins. Next, He rose again. Satan



254 The Gospel Magazine

and man did their utmost to hinder Christ rising from the dead,
as you know, but how powerless all these oppositions of the
creature were; He rose from the dead. "Yea, rather, that is
risen again." And then when we contemplate the third aspect
of this hope foundation which never makes ashamed, the hope
that God the Spirit enkindles in the hearts of God's redeemed
people, " Who is even at the right hand of God," that cannot be
reversed; there He sits, sitteth a King for ever, none can dethrone
Him. His throne may be assaulted, His kingdom may be
assaulted, His people may be assaulted, the work of grace in their
hearts may be assaulted, but in no one of these instances can the
enemy prevail. The Lord Jesus is on the throne of strength,
the throne of righteousness, the throne of truth, the eternal throne,
" and He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His
hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou?" And then the
fourth blessed aspect of truth, which we have this evening, " Who
also maketh intercession for us." Now none can influence that
work, blessed be God. None can argue Him out of what He has
undertaken to do for His people. When on earth the powers of
earth and hell combined to divert Him from the work His Father
had given Him to do, but He answered with, I must work
" I must work the works of Him that sent Me while it is day."
Nor did Jesus whilst He was on earth allow even His own people
to influence Him as to how He would fulfil His Father's work.
We remember the instance when His ministry proved a big blessing
to His hearers and at the close of His labours in that place it is
written of Him they sought Him, and" stayed Him" that He
would tarry with them, but He said, " I must preach the kingdom
of God to other cities also; for therefore am I sent." He allowed
no one, friend or foe, to influence Him in the prosecution of the
work His Father had entrusted into His mediatorial hands.
And so the people of God have this inexpressible consolation that
His present engagements occupy all His heart and soul and
strength and mind, and none can divert Him from that which
He has undertaken, namely, to intercede for His redeemed people.
Now it is these certainties, fellow-believers, which together
constitute the strength of our comfort. We according to this
Epistle to the Hebrews, who through grace are believers, are
represented as " receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved"
(xii. 28). That is our present blessed experience, " we receiving
a kingdom which cannot be moved," daily entering more and
more fully and graciously and experimentally into the apprehen
sion and knowledge of that kingdom, a kingdom which is based
upon justice and truth, righteousness and peace, resting upon a
four-square foundation which eternity will never affect.

"He ever liveth" it is written of the Ascended One, "to make
intercession for them," for us. Now the intercession of the Lord
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Jesus Christ, it must ever be borne in mind, is founded upon
atonement. If you take the atonement out of the Gospel the
efficacy of Christ's intercession is nullified, because the virtue of
His intercession is traceable to the merit of His atonement.
Kindly remember those words, not because they are mine but
because they are the truth of God. I say the efficacy of Christ's
intercession is directly traceable to the merit of His atonement,
and it is in proportion as we value the atonement, the sacrifice
once offered, that we shall appreciate, intelligently appreciate,
the virtue of His intercession at the Father's right hand. Let us
explain. How is it that Christ, the Son of man, is to-night at
the Father's right hand? How came He there, remember, as
Son of man? Dear friends, He attained to that high position
in relation to the Father as Son of man in virtue of His obedience
under the law on earth; under the law both for active obedience,
under the law for passive obedience; active obedience in keeping
the commandments of His Father, passive obedience in bearing
the penalty, the curse, due to the sins of His people imputed to
His sinless Person. And because He thus magnified the law of
His God and Father He merited to be exalted, He deserved to be
placed at the right hand of God, head over all things which He
had conquered, which He had made His own by righteous
conquest, even unto blood. "He ever liveth." His life is that
of resurrection, and the life, the resurrection life, of the Lord
Jesus is the witness to His obedience. It is the testimony that
the Father Himself bears to the efficacy of His dear Son's sacrifice
for sin.

Coming down I was thinking how much the people of God owe
indeed to the risen life of the Lord Jesus. We speak, we sing, in
one of our hymns, " Jesus hath lived and died for me," but we
must go beyond that. It is not merely Jesus has lived and died,
but it is that Jesus liveth for me. It is not that He did live and
then He died, but it is the after-life, the risen life, the life He
enjoys in the glory with the Father. This, dear friends, is ours
as we are believers in Christ and harve been raised up together
with Him. And I think the Lord Jesus teaches us this truth in
the first chapter of the Book of the Revelation where, in the
vision, he addresses the beloved disciple, saying, " I am He that
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore."
There you have the three aspects of what He is to His people.
He lived for them, He died for them, He again liveth for them,
and our text to-night says, "He ever liveth." This is eternal
life. This is it which He brought to light along with immortality
when he arose from the dead, Himself the fountain of life.
And in the efficacy of that finished work of His, He, the Living
One, ascended up on high leading captivity itself captive, and
sat down by the Father's command. And from Him we derive
an our spiritual life. "In Him we live, and move, and have our



spiritual being." "When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear,
then shall we also appear with Him in glory."

But what does this intercession of the ascended, ever-living
One, consist in ~ First, I should say, in presenting Himself in
glorified humanity in the presence of His Father. That is of the
essence of His prevaliling intercession, that He presents Himself
there in glorified humanity to His Father. My mind is increas
ingly growing, as I trust under the teaching of the Holy Spirit,
in connection with the subject that Jesus is the enthroned Son
of man in the heavenly places, and that consequently we have
in Him a great High Priest Who can enter into all our condition;
into all its details whatever they be. I am assuming we are
God's people, I am assuming we are the brethren of the Lord
Jesus, I am assuming we are indeed believers in His name.
Granted this, then we have the inexpressible comfort of knowing
that He Who intercedes for us can be and is touched with the
feeling of our infirmities Who was Himself in all points proved
as we are, yet without sin. He never failed once in thought, or
word, or motive, or action. I want to think of Him increasingly
as the same Jesus He was as when He walked this poor sin-cursed
earth of ours, and as I was sitting thinking about Him this evening
there came that expression, to which I turned, in Matthew's
Gospel, when the Lord Jesus on one occasion beheld a hungering
multitude and it says of Him, " He was moved with compassion."
Now I must believe that He still is touched, or moved, with the
feeling of the infirmities of His dear people and brethren. This
does bring Him nigh us, very nigh; it does give such reality to
His intercession that He is not pleading for cases that He Himself
has never proved but He is just pleading for cases that He has
proved unto the uttermost. No child of God would ever be called
to pass through what Jesus passed through, in the fulness and
depth of it. After all it is only an experience similar to His but
not identical with His through which we pass, dear children of
God, in the matter of temptation, and in suffering at the hands
of the world as being the objects of its malignity and hatred.
We can never know in our experience such solitudes as Jesus
trod, nor such depths of anguish as He proved. Why, dear
friends, it was appointed to Jesus to know the outer darkness
from which you and I, through grace, as God's redeemed people,
have been once for all delivered, even of the apprehension of it.
The apprehension of the curse, the cutting off, and casting out
of His person by the Father as He, the Blessed One, hung upon
the cross, was an ever-present terror to His blessed mind. "Even
from My youth up Thy terrors have I suffered with a troubled
mind." Now, dear children of God, you and I have no such
apprehension as that. We are not looking for condemnation.
We are not looking to be cut off and cast out at the last. We are
anticipating that hopeful moment of our hearts, a moment when
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He shall say to us as His redeemed ones, His ever-loved ones,
" Enter into the joy of your Lord." "Come, ye blessed children
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the·
foundation of the world." So that Jesus can as our mighty
intercessor feelingly enter into any such fears and apprehensions
as we may have, and show us that in regard to the greatl;lst fear
of all fears it is baseless in the case of the believer. "There is,
therefore, now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit." Do we not then, dear friends, see the suitability of this
intercession of the Lord Jesus, that He is interceding for those
whom He loves with an everlasting love ~ He is interceding for
them in connection with circumstances and experiences into
which He can fully and feelingly enter. He is not dealing with
matters He has never handled with His own hands, or things
He only knows by hearsay, but He is, in the case of His own
people, identifying Himself with that which He Himself has
proved in the days of His flesh, He is able to sympathize with us
as none can besides. Human sympathy especially if it is sanctified
by grace is very precious, do not let us undervalue that, dear
hearers, let us be thankful for the human sympathy of those
who love us, that human sympathy being sanctified by Divine
grace. It is a precious thing that, but yet it is not comparable
to the sympathy of Him Who once was" the Man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief "-no sympathy like His. And then we
bear in mind that this wondrous, this perfect sympathy of the
Lord Jesus Christ is indissolubly united to succour, help, deliver
ance, support, consolation and salvation. Our dear earthly
friends sympathize with us and we are thankful, as I have said,
for their compassion, but now and again our case is such that
they have to say how sorry they feel that they cannot do anything
for us. We know they would if they could. We know they are
prepared by the love they feel for us to make great sacrifice to
ease our spirit of our burden but it is beyond them. Now there
is nothing beyond the Lord Jesus ChFist in His power to succour
those with whom He sympathizes, and· this brings Him 'very
nigh to us, this makes Him delightfully satisfactory to our souls,
then it is we are able with the psalmist to exclaim, " Whom have
I in heaven but Thee ~ and there is none upon earth that I desire
beside Thee."

I daresay you have noticed in that fifth chapter of the Book of
the Revelation, and the sixth verse, what is written. "And I
beheld, and, 10, in the midst of the throne and of the four living
ones, and in the midst of the elders stood a lamb, as it had been
slain, having seven horns," indicative of perfect power, "and
seven eyes," indicative of His perfect insight, foresight, and
omniscience; and these, we are told, are "the seven Spirits of
God." Now I want you to notice that what the seer beheld was
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" a Lamb, as it had been slain," not a slain Lamb, for as we have
read already in this book, He liveth again but "a Lamb as it
had been slain." Now where was this Lamb beheld 1 "In the
midst," you will observe, in the midst of the redeemed there He
stood. Those four living ones no doubt were representing the
redeemed Church of God gathered from the east, and the west,
and the north, and the south. From among all nations and
kingdoms and people gathered there; four living ones, expressive
of the totality of God's redeemed Church. Four is the perfect
number of strength in this holy book, as we were observing just
now from the eighth chapter of Romans, the four foundations.
And so it is these four living ones that represent the Church of
God in her strength, the Church of God in her glorified condition.
There is the one Lamb standing in the midst, all eyes turned
upon Him, all hearts drawn out to Him, all worship paid Him,
and His name exalted high above all things besides. Now He
ever liveth to make intercession by the presentation of His once
slain person to His Father. I do not think we have any Scripture
-I am not clear-any definite statement that the Lord Jesus
uses words when He petitions His Father, but I am satisfied
myself that His presence as Son of man, still Son of God, still
God the Son, but as Son of man present to His Father's eye
yonder, this is of the essence of His intercession for His brethren
because when on earth He laid down this principle, this is the
glory of your condition, where I am, there ye shall be also. He
laid down that principle, He made that statement of fact from
which He will never in the least depart. So that where He is the
believer has the pledge and the assurance that he himself will
presently be brought. And the fact that the Father has received
this blessed Redeemer into His presence for ever proves that
the Father's will is that others should thither be brought. The
Father, we are told, has committed all judgment into the hands
of His Son. Do not merely confine your thoughts, dear friends,
to the administration of judgment. He has committed all judg
ment in the fullest sense of that. word to the Son" because He is
the Son of man," judgment in the sense of discrimination. Of
course it includes all besides, but it signifies power to discern
things that differ one from another, the power of allocating this
or that, to classify various and it may be conflicting conditions
so as to reduce them to order from chaos. He has committed
all discrimination to His Son. Therefore as He is the wisdom of
God He is able to enter into our condition with all its conflicting
elements and arrange them for us, and reduce them to order, to
perfect symmetry and harmony by reason, I repeat it, of the
wisdom with which He is endowed. And so the Father delights
in the will of His Son. Do not think of the Lord Jesus, dear
friends, as a petitioner, as one Who is praying for His people.
I do not like those hymns that so express it, that Jesus is praying
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for His people. Prayer is the act of a suppliant. Jesus is not
a suppliant. "We have an Advocate with the Father," and
He is described as being" Jesus Christ the righteous one." And
therefore as the seventeenth of John, that pattern of His inter
cession, teaches us, He is able to speak of His people as peculiarly
His, their interests identical with His own, and to frame His
intercession, "Father, I will," not "Father, may I?" but
"Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be
with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which
Thou hast given Me; for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation
of the world "-His will. The Father's confidence in His dear
glorified Son, Son of man, Son of God, is perfect, and He has
committed all judgment into His hands. He is carrying out
His Father's counsels in the minutest of particulars. When on
earth He could say, "I do always those things that please My
Father," and surely He can say as much now? I do always
those things that please My Father here in heaven. He is only
carrying out His Father's pleasure, and He does it with all His
heart, and therefore He does not occupy the position of a suppliant,
as one Who has a will to submit, to submit to the will of the Father.
The will of the Lord Jesus, the will of the Father, and the will
of the Holy Ghost-these are but one will. There is no petitioning
one the other. There is a perfect will dominating each of these
three, these holy three. "I and My Father are one."

Then I think another aspect of the intercession of the Lord
Jesus may not be overlooked in that all He obtains for His people
is due to Him being part of His reward. "His reward is with Him,
His work is before Him. And what is His work? To bring His
redeemed people from grace to glory. And so He receives in
each regenerated, redeemed sinner part payment of that which
is righteously due to Him Who paid the price of redemption in
its fulness. It is due that Christ should have every elect redeemed
vessel, vessel of mercy, with Him for ever and ever. Our safety
is found in that, dear children of God. My safety is grounded
on that when as one of the Lord's redeemed people I see clearly
in the light of these Holy Scriptures that it is due to Christ that
I should for ever be where He is. That secures me. Oh, if it
were put upon some conditional ground, if it were put on my
perseverance to the end, for instance, and left to me as an open
question, Am I His, or am I not? Shall I be His, or shall I not
be His? then, dear friends, all peace, all comfort, all joy, all
hope would be utterly gone. But my hope has not gone, my
hope is a gracious loving principle within me, which has been
implanted there along with the comfortable confidence that
where He is Who loved me and gave Himself for me I shall also
be. Were the simplest, the humblest, the very least believers in
Christ here present to-night to be absent from that company in
that day when the Lord Jesus shall come to make up His jewels
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there would be a fault found in His diadem of glory, there would
be a stone missing somewhere, and, dear friends, that would be
an everlasting dishonour done to the grace of God, that would
be an everlasting blemish in the glory of the Son of man. But
it cannot be. "Where I am, there shall also My servant be."
His presence there on high is the presence of one Who is reaping
His reward day by day. This explains that expression of the
Scripture, the words are His own, " There is joy in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth," that is His
own joy in the presence of the angels of God. And this joy of
His is fast becoming filled up because He is fast gathering in His
redeemed from the four corners of the earth, making up His
jewels day by day until the last of these precious blood-bought
souls shall be brought in. But the Lord can cut short His work
in righteousness, He can hasten the day. I do think it is so
scriptural and also so salutary that when we commit to the earth
the forms of dear redeemed ones, we are able to lift up our hearts
at the open graveside and ask the Lord, as we do in our Church
of England formula, " That it may please Thee, of Thy gracious
goodness, shortly to accomplish the number of Thine elect, and
to hasten Thy kingdom." Surely these prayers which have gone
up for ages and ages from the hoping hearts of God's people on
earth must be registered on high. These are the elect who cry
day and night unto Him, shall not the Lord hear them? Shall
He not avenge them? He will, His own promise bearing witness,
and that speedily. Yes, the Lord Jesus is anticipating the
completing of His work in that particular as well as in others,
and I think the Apostle Paul just meant tha.'" in that Epistle of
his to the Thessalonians when he wrote, " The Lord direct your
hearts into the love of God, and into the patience of Christ" as
it is in the margin you will see. The translation in the text is
"into the patient waiting for Christ," the margin has it, "the
patience of Christ," that is, the patience that He Himself exercises
in prospect of His coming, of His second coming. The Lord,
that is, the Holy Spirit, direct your hearts into God's love and
into Christ's patience. What a 'prayer! How comprehensive,
how far-reaching, what depths in it. Might it not be our prayer,
our frequent prayer, our prayer without ceasing? The Lord
direct my heart into the love of God, and into that patience
which Christ Himself is exercising, Who is waiting, is waiting
day by day, for the gathering in of those who have yet to be
brought. "Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold;' them
also "-blessed be God for that-" them also I must bring, and
they shall hear My voice." These are certainties.' And He is
fulfilling this prophecy Himself and gathering in daily, and adding
unto His Church daily, such as shall be saved.

May the Lord add blessing to His Word, for Christ's sake.
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MEDITATIONS ON THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.

By THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, M.A.,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

IX
" Wherein He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence."

-EPHESIANS i. 8.

PAUL knew that salvation was by grace, therefore he never wearied
in proclaiming this truth. It was the work to which he was called,
and from which nothing could deter him; a work far dearer to
him than life itself. Speaking of bonds and afflictions, he says,
" None of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel
of the grace of God." In our present verse he renews the theme.
May we delight in hearing, as he did in speaking: may we feast
upon the testimony as the very joy and rejoicing of our souls!

Having mentioned the riches of God's grace, he now adds,
"Wherein He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and
prudence." Three topics here claim attention. (1) God's grace
is abundant; (2) We are the subjects of it: it abounds toward
us; (3) Its actings are in all wisdom and prudence.

1. God's grace is abundant. This follows directly from His
nature. Infinity is His essence. There are limits to every created
intelligence. Every object in the universe around us is confined
within measure and bounds: but He, who inhabiteth eternity, is
without breadth, and length, and depth, and height. We should
divest our minds of all contracted thoughts of God. They are
dishonouring to His majesty, and rob our souls of enlightened
comfort. We are too prone in our ignorance to measure His love,
and mercy, and pardon, and grace, and all His other attributes
by what we see and experience in our own sphere. This is a
miserable error. We should take the enlarged delight of knowing,
that when God loves, He loves like" God, infinitely: when He
shows mercy, He shows mercy infinitely: when He pardons, He
pardons infinitely: when He exercises grace, He exercises it
infinitely. He is " abundant in goodness and truth." We read,
" there is no searching of His understanding." The same is true
of His grace. Is it not incessantly pardoning countless multitudes
of sins in us, and in countless multitudes of our fallen race ~ If
it could be surpassed, would not the hourly iniquities of our lives
exceed it ~ But it is so abundant, that the deep floods of our
ungodliness cannot overwhelm it. Where sin abounds, grace doth
much more abound. As there is " plenteous redemption," so too,
there is plenteous grace. The treasury is inexhaustible: the
Giver never wearies in distributing. Oh! that we were never
weary in hastening" boldly to the throne of grace, that we may
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obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." Oh! that
we were never weary of meditating on that faithful saying, "If
by one man's offence death reigned by one: much more they
which receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteousness,
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ."

2. We are the subjects of grace; it abounds towards us. The
fallen angels are not ignorant of God's grace, but their knowledge
only aggravates their misery. They see fallen man freely recovered
from the lowest depths of vileness, while they are "reserved in
everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great
day." Christ rejecting wordlings hear of grace, but they revile
the term, and" do despite to the Spirit of grace." The language
of their hearts and lives is, If salvation be of grace, away with it !
away with it! we leave it for the dreaming enthusiast and
visionary fanatic. But the saints of the Most High say not so :
they bless Him who hath made them to differ, and they gratefully
ascribe every step, from first to last, i;n their Zionward ascent, to
that" grace of our Lord, which is exceeding abundant, with faith
and love which is in Christ Jesus."

3. The actings of grace are in wisdom and prudence. If we
would learn the glories of God-the only-wise and all-wise-we
must read them in the face of Jesus Christ. He is the wisdom of
God, as well as the power of God. How does God reveal to the
principalities and powers in heavenly places His manifold wisdom ~

By His provisions for, and dealings with, His Church. And all
these provisions and dealings are in Christ Jesus. Let us briefly
glance at a few particulars. The whole scheme of salvation is the
offspring of Divine wisdom. Not all the intelligence of angels
and men could have devised a plan to save the guilty soul, and still.
retain inviolate, nay, greatly magnify, all the attributes of
Jehovah. But God in His wisdom called Jesus to the work, who
as God and man is able to make full satisfaction for all iniquity,
and to bind in harmonious ties justice, mercy, holiness, and truth.
In His atonement they all shine forth in redoubled splendour, and
each reflects and multiplies the lustre of the whole. Let us consider
how perfectly the Law is satisfied, and every promise, and every
threat established, and we shall see that in Christ Jesus grace
abounds towards us in all wisdom and prudence.

Divine wisdom too is displayed in the gracious dealings with
each individual soul. Man is a very complex machine: made up
of countless passions, inclinations, appetites, desires, motives,
lusts; the heart is wily and treacherous: Satan at first reigns
there with vigilance and power. But when the fulness of the time
is come, God in Christ casts out this enemy, and wins this heart,
and retains it to Himself. But how great is the wisdom displayed
in adapting and applying the means! Providential dispensations,
the timely warning, the preacher's voice, the treasures of the Word,
the friendly counsel, the affectionate interest-all in order are
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used to accomplish the end. Thus, under the Spirit, life is imparted
and maintained. What saint, reviewing God's ways, will not
exclaim, "0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! "

EXEMPTION.

" I pray thee, have me excused," so three of them asked. The
exemption requested was, from going to the feast, which had
been prepared for a large number, and now all was ready-it
was time to go. They might have pleaded the law of Moses,
if they had been told to go to the war, but it was one of the
blessings of peace in which they were invited to share. They
did not want to go, so the new yoke of oxen must be proved,
the new piece of land seen, the new wife enjoyed and pleased.
After all it was only to a free feast they were asked. They were
to receive, and not to give. Had it been the other way round.
the oxen and land might have waited, while the wife would be an
additional help to the cause. They asked gently enough for
exemption. They did not get angry as Naaman did when told
how little was to be his share in his cure. But if they were pleased
with the request that they might stay away, the householder was
not. He was very angry, but determined that his house should
be full, and his table. He got the poor and needy to rejoice in
his goodness.

In Deuteronomy xx. we read of the exemptions allowed the
Israelites in military service. First of all, however, they were
told not to tremble nor be afraid of the enemy. "Hear, 0 Israel.
ye approach this day unto battle against your enemies: let not
your hearts faint, fear not, and do not tremble, neither be ye
terrified because of them, for the Lord your God, He it is that
doth go with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save
you." Numbers were of no account with Him either more or
less. To teach them this, the officers were to pass through the
host with the announcement that three classes were exempt:
(1) those who had built a house and had not dedicated it;
(2) those who had planted a vineyard and had not eaten of the
fruits; (3) those who had betrothed a wife but had not taken her.
If the law is so kind, what must the Gospel be? Besides these.
the feeble and faint-hearted were told to go home, lest their
brethren's hearts failed as well as their own. In Gideon's army
this last category accounted for the return home of twenty-two
out of every thirty-two. God was reducing the army lest they
should vaunt themselves, and take the praise of a victory that
belonged only to Himself, as every victory does.· But these
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twenty-two thousand had not asked to be excused: they had
presented themselves for the fray, but found that they were
described in the published exemption, may be with surprise that
their hearts were not so stout as they had thought. God can
make strong men to be as tow. He can make the feeble to be
as David. How that ruddy youth hasted to the prey, not asking
to be excused, but calmly, in the name of the God of Israel taking
up the challenge of God's foe. And so the twenty-two thousand
went home, to do the will of God there, and to receive after the
victory a share of the spoil equal with those who had fought.
As we know, there was a party in David's army (called men of
Belial) who did not like this law, nor did the labourers like to
hear that they who had wrought through the burden and heat
of the day were to receive no more than those who had been in
the vineyard for an hour only. Our eye is evil, while God's is
good. Men look on the outward appearance, God on the heart.
He only is the Judge. He weighs the thoughts as well as the
actions of everyone. His bestowments are just and righteous,
and if He gives any of us anything good surely it is also out of
the abundance of His mercy.

"I pray Thee have me excused." Jeremiah and Amos felt
like that when the heavy onus of the labour made their hearts
sink. But God strengthened His servants to go on whether men
would hear or forbear. Moses at times shrank from his unequalled
labours, but God comforted his heart, and made him again to
ride upon his high places. J onah took matters into his own hands,
but God disallowed his faintness, and sent him back through
the deep of the sea to do what he was told. Peter, whom love
made bold, was strong to enter the battle, but came out of it
in a better place, knowing his own weakness, and that power
was of God. Afterwards, with the other apostles of the Lord,
he went forth with all boldness, preaching, testifying, suffering,
shrinking from nothing, nor asking to be excused, but being
strong in the Lord, and in the po:wer of His might.

We are apt at times to pale at the thought of what may come
from one quarter or another. We are apt to grow weary at the
length or burden of things, or the crooks and weights that have
to be carried. But what child of God is there who is not glad
that" He shall choose our inheritance for us "~ Which of them
wants to be excused from bearing what He lays on them ~ What
the Lord tells us, we will do, where He sends us we will go. He
will if need be make a way of escape. The Hebrew youths were
not excused from the fire, but their triumph was all the happier
on the other side of it. They went in the name of the Lord.
In His help and deliverance they were victorious.

It would be easy to enlarge about the saints and servants of
God who have or have not, asked to be excused; and then we
involuntarily think of Him Who said, " If it be possible, let this
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cup pass from Me." But the sufferings and pleadings of the
Lord are above our entering into. He only knows what
Gethsemane was: no mortal has ever been there. The cup did
not pass from Him. He gave Himself to the will of His Father.
But now in a deep and eternal sense He intercedes for His poor
struggling fighting followers, and, presenting all their requests
to the Father, pleads His own sacrifice; their sins and iniquities
are remembered no more. They are for ever exempt from the
condemnation of the law, the teeth of the devil, and the fear of
coming short at last. In the meantime, " I love my Master, my
wife, and my children. I will not go out free."

FOLLOWER-ON.

WHITEFIELD AND THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION.

DURING his voyage to America, in the year 1739, Whitefield, in
a letter wrote, "The Searcher of all hearts alone knows what
agonies my poor soul has undergone since my retirement from
the world. The remembrance of my past sins has overwhelmed
my soul, and caused tears to be my meat day and night; but I
looked to Him Whom I have pierced. I was enabled to see the
freeness and riches of His grace, the infiniteness and eternity of
His love; and my soul received comfort. Oh, the excellency
of the doctrine of election, and of the saints' final perseverance,.
to those who are truly sealed by the Spirit of promise. I am.
persuaded till a man comes to believe and feel these important
truths he cannot come out of himself, but when convinced of
these and assured of the application of them to his own heart, he
then walks by faith indeed, not to himself, but in the Son of
God. Love, not fear, constrains him to obedience... , Why
should we desire to plead for a righteousness of our own and
cry up free will, when we have an infinitely better righteous
ness than our own to appear in, and a God that will crown us
with eternal glory, working in us both to will and to do after
His good pleasure."

Writing to John Wesley in May, 1740, Whitefield said, "I
cannot entertain prejudices against your conduct and principles
any longer without informing you. I differ from your notion
about not committing sin, and your denying the doctrine of
election and final perseverance. I dread coming to England
unless you are resolved to oppose these truths with less warmth.
I dread your coming over to America, because the work of God
is carried on here by doctrines quite opposite to those you hold.
. . . Sometimes I think it best to stay here where we all think
and speak the same thing.... Perhaps I may never see you
again till we meet in judgment: then, if not before, you will
know that sovereign, distinguishing, irresistible grace brought you
to heaven."-(" George Whitefteld," by J. R. Andrews, pp. 120,121.)



266 The Gospel Magazine

SPIRITUAL DECLINE AND ITS CAUSES.

MR. R. WILSON BLACK, in his presidential address to the Annual
Assembly of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland at
Bloomsbury Central Church, on Monday, April 28th, said that
he had reluctantly become convinced that, taken as a whole,
the Baptist churches had been losing ground numerically and in
spiritual power. In membership it was exceedingly difficult to
maintain even the present level if some declined a fruitful marriage
and others limited their families to one or two or even three
children.

The movement of population in recent years had caused very
heavy decline in public worship in many churches. The motor
car was proving anything but a means of grace. The radio was
made by many an excuse for remaining at home, where they could
listen to just as much or as little of the broadcast service as they
chose. The continued and ever-widening desecration of the
Lord's Day was rapidly carrying the nation towards what used to
be called the Continental Sunday.

IMPORTANCE OF THE FA~LY.

He urged the restoration of religion in the homes; much of the
drift from Christianity was really due to the lost sacredness of
home liie. The family should be the foundation of the church
as well as of the State.

Many of the evils of to-day could be traced to a slackening of
moral energy on the part of Christian leaders who ought to be as
clearly outspoken against the iniquities of o~r time as was He
Whom we served when He called down the judgment of God
upon the evil practices of the world nearly 2,000 years ago.
Their faith was that out of the present chaos God would once
again fashion a better world.-The Times, April 29th, 1941.

These remarks of Mr. Wilson Black show that he regarded
the limitation of families, the motor-car, the wireless, the ever
widening desecration of the Lord's Day, the lack of family prayer,
and the failure of Christian leaders to make a bold stand against
" the iniquities of our time" as some of the causes for spiritual
decline in the Baptist denomination.

"The motor-car," he said, "was proving anything but a
means of grace," and his reference to the services on the wireless
indicated that they are often a hindrance to that gathering
together in Christ's name which should characterize the people
of God.

Sad to say spiritual decline is not confined to one denomination
of professing Christians. It is found more or less in all the
denominations. In so far as such decline is felt in the hearts of
real Christians, do they not need to pray, " Wilt Thou revive us
again, that Thy people may rejoice in Thee? "-(Psalm lxxxv. 6).
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To the Church in Sardis our Lord said, "Be watchful, and
strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for
I have not found thy works perfect before God "-(Rev. ill. 2).

"WHY ME ~ "
" Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you."

WHY me ~ Oh, Lord, Thy love to me
Transcends all other mysteries
In heaven's eternal plan;
Its length and breath I cannot scan,
Its depth unfathomed as the sea,
Its measure as the sand.

Why me ~ who spurned Thy offered grace,
And when Thou said'st, "Seek ye My face"
Pursued my downward way.
Though hedged around with parents' love,
And teachers sought to point ab,ove,
Yet pride and self held sway.

Yet still Thou calledst, " Come unto Me "
This world but trifles gives to thee,
Which swiftly pass away.
I'll give thee from My heavenly store
Joys that will last for evermore
And found alone in Me.

Amazing love, abounding grace,
A sinner of a fallen race,
To woo me thus to Thee.
Thou could'st have turned away Thy face,
Ceased to display Thy sovereign grace,
And such would justice be.

But "chosen in Him " ere worlds began,
Such was Thine ageless, mighty plan,
Which none can ere frustrate.
My rebel heart was drawn by love,
Washed and made clean in precious blood,
For His bright home made meet.

And when through grace I reach that land,
Gaze upon countless hosts which stand
Upon the crystal sea;
Then in His righteousness complete,
I'll fall adoring at His feet,
And cry " Why me ~ why me ~ "

R. A. C.
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A JUNE DISASTER.

ON a warm sunny day in June, twenty-five years ago, two girls
with satchels full of books were making their way home from school.
Twenty-five years ago means 1916, in the midst of the earlier
great European war; and Ruth and Grace, though absorbed in
all the interest and excitement of school-life, were yet very
conscious of the struggle of the nations. Like many other girls,
they had brothers in uniform; everybody at school was knitting
scarves and socks; and each form was responsible for a weekly
parcel to its own prisoner-of-war in Germany. The town was
full of marching soldiers, headed by bands making gay music;
and streams of W.D. lorries, grey, not camouflaged as now, were
always rolling by. As there was no wireless, everybody depended
for news upon the papers; and these kept issuing fresh editions,
which the newsboys cried raucously in the streets.

On this particular day, Ruth and Grace were nearly home when
they saw a boy carrying a newsbill evidently just published.
It bore three words only; only three words, but what terror and
dismay they brought to every heart!

KITCHENER FEARED DROWNED.

That was all the placard said. But it was everything. It
seemed in those dark days as if Lord Kitchener was England's
only hope. If ever she needed strength and wisdom at the helm,
it was then. And now the one strong man was gone, swept
away to death in the cold northern waters which engulfed his
sinking ship, struck by enemy action. Everybody was appalled
and when the school girls reached home they knew at once that
the news of the disaster had gone before them; for voices were
hushed, and people moved quietly and slowly, as though bewildered.
The country staggered before the. blow.

But one man heard the tidings with strangely mingled feelings.
He was a doctor somewhere out East; and having volunteered for
war work, he was appointed ship's surgeon to the s.s. Hampshire.
All arrangements were made, and he was about to join the ship,
when for some reason the whole plan was upset; the doctor was
given other work, and a friend of his sailed with the Hampshire.
But the Hampshire was the very ship which sank with Kitchener ;
and the ship's surgeon was among the many who were drowned
with him.

So the man upon whom all England depended-wrongly, for
our trust should be in God alone-was lost; and the doctor, who
would have been the first to say he was of no national importance
was spared. The one was taken, and the other left.
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It often happens like that; and I suppose there is nothing
that more plainly shows that God is the King of all the earth
than this way He has of lifting up one, and setting down another,
of doing as He will with all the sons of men. It is not only with
separate persons, but with whole nations and countries that He
has His way. All nations before Him are as nothing, as a drop
of a bucket. That is how the might of Germany looks in the
sight of God. He taketh up the isles as a very little thing;
have you ever thought of this precious island of ours as " a very
little thing" in the hand of the Lord ~ Such is the greatness
and the power and the glory of God. Our God is in the heavens;
He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased. "With God is terrible
majesty." Ought we not to fear this "glorious and fearful name" ~

Yet how dreadful it would be if we knew no more than this of
God! if we could only look up to Him in awe and fear, as to a
mighty power doing His will in our little lives, upsetting our
poor little plans to fulfil His sure purposes. That is all we could
know of the nature of God if we had not the Bible to reveal Him
to us, in all His love and pity, His long-suffering and kindness.
For it is plain throughout the Scriptures that " He declares Hi.s
almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy and pity." That
is why Hannah in the Old Testament, and Mary in the New,
made the display of His sovereign power a reason for praising
Him in their songs of thanksgiving. Listen to Hannah: "The
Lord killeth, and maketh alive. The Lord maketh poor and
maketh rich." And to Mary: "He hath put down the mighty
from their seats, and exalted them of low degree." For these
things their hearts rejoiced in the Lord, and magnified Him,
because Hannah rejoiced "in His salvation," and Mary's spirit
rejoiced" in God her Saviour." There is no comfort in knowing
that God can and will do whatever He chooses, unless you also
know that what He chooses to do is always altogether good and
wise. Hannah and Mary were among those to whom this secret
is revealed; that is why they were able to praise Him for all
His deeds of sovereign might in killing and in making alive, in
putting down and in exalting. The only people who are content
with the providences of God, and able to rejoice in them, are
those who have a part in the salvation given to Hannah and to
Mary. Are you one of those ~ Do you feel that you are nothing
but a lost sinner, helpless and hopeless before God, unable to
make any excuses or to justify yourself before Him ~ Then
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved; for it
was for you He came to die, it was your punishment He bore
upon the cross, that you should not perish but have eternal life.
And if the Lord Himself has said to your soul, " I am thy salva
tion," then you can rejoice that He is the mighty God as well as.
the everlasting Father, for if all His might and power are on.
your side, what can you have to fear ~ DAMARIs.
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3n memortam. •

'THE LATE MR. JOHN KELK, OF STAPLEHURST, KENT.

IN our issue in June, 1940, we printed an In Memoriam notice of
Mr. J. H. Kelk, who had been taken Home on April 18th, 1940.
Now we learn from his dear widow that their son John was taken
Home in March of this year. The widowed mother naturally
feels deeply saddened by this double loss in less than twelve
.months. Her son John died only two days before his twentieth
birthday, and her other son is serving in the army. She now has
-an only daughter at home with her, and the house seems large
and empty in consequence of the removals from her family.

A short account of the Home-call of her son John shows that
:he was one of the Lord's people, called and saved by His grace.
"His Bible and his hymn-book were his constant companions,

.and often in the long night hours he would be reading them."
His dear mother writes: "We have lost a dear boy, talented

.above the usual, yet he was made willing to leave all. His was
a path of sorrow, but it led, through God's infinite grace, to ' joy
unspeakable and full of glory.''' Such partings are naturally
keenly felt, but how immense is the comfort to a mother to have
the assurance, in respect to both husband and son, that they are
now" present with the Lord." Our tender Christian sympathy
.,goes out to the sorrowing family.
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SOUND ADVICE TO YOUNG PEOPLE.

(FROM The Friendly Companion.)

271

"BEWARE of enticements to indulge in any questionable pastimes
'Or amusements. The devil who seeks to ruin man and to destroy
'all that is good and pure, has harnessed for his own evil purpose
man's natural liking for pleasure and his depraved appetite.
Very many wholesome-minded persons have been trapped and
fallen in this snare. Leisure may be a curse if not properly
'Occupied. Simple but most true are the well-known lines ;-

" Satan finds some mischief still
For idle hands to do."

Try to cultivate the habit of reading good wholesome and instruc
tive literature. This will be a preservative from that dissipation
'Of mind which results from idleness. Above all, do not neglect
the Bible. God give you a heart for His Word!

None of you would of course for one moment think of entering
.a cinema, music hall, theatre, or similar place on the Lord's day.
As you value your character, avoid such places absolutely,
.always, every day; never enter them. Seldom are the shows
without some suggestion of coarseness, to say the least; to spend
;time and money in them is at best a waste, and at worst-?
Would you care to be found by your parents in association with
"the general frequenters of such places of amusement? Would
you like to be surprised when in such company by the appearance
'Of your minister? But oh! remember that wherever you go,
God's holy piercing eye is on you; He sees your most secret
.act, your quietest whisper, your innermost THOUGHT. Nothing
'Can be hidden from Him. Nothing is forgotten by Him. He
will bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good or evil (Eccles. xii. 14). It is a pain and
sorrow to observe large numbers of young men in the forces
accompanied by young women (many of questionable appearance),
!locking into such places, and even on the Sabbath day! 0
dear young people, beware of enticements! An unwary step
may be the first of a series which may ruin your whole life, bring
deep distress upon your anxious parents, and dishonour their
fair name and yours. Avoid this way of sinners; pass not by
.it, turn from it, and pass another way (Prov. iv. 15).

Equally disreputable are the public-house, the card and club
;room, and especially the dance hall. Good home influence has
preserved you from immediate inducements to such dissipations,
:so that it may be a surprise when you go from your sheltered life,
to find that even "religious" people of both sexes indulge in
things from which you now shrink. May you EVER shrink from
them, notwithstanding the probable taunts of your comrades.
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Manliness and no less womanliness of character will gladly differ
from the general stream. But especially if you fear God, as that
sacred principle is kept alive and in exercise, a tender conscience
will preserve you. Do attend to its voice.

Young women, beware of garish apparel which might be inter
preted as indicating a modern school of morals. Especially
remember what God Himself says of females who appear in male
attire (Deut. xxii. 5); they are an abomination to HIM. Let
not the specious plea of utility deceive you into an even remote
resemblance of the present shameful (or shameless) vogue. If
you must enter upon public service seek such spheres as are
womanly and truly useful-the nursing profession or domestic
duties. Avoid whatever is calculated to bring you into the
danger of compulsorily violating the Scripture named above.
Beware of all appearance of immodesty or gaiety in attire or
gesture. Shun the coarse, unwomanly, and extravagant practice
of smoking; and the still more silly and objectionable vice of
painting your faces. Leave all such ridiculous practices for the
poor aborigines and the devil's devotees; they ill become civilized
and decent people.

<torreBpon~ence

THE PREVAILING JUDGMENT OF WAR.
ITS CAUSES, ITS PURPOSES, AND ITS CURE.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-As an evangelical minister, with a pastoral charge in
London, and a regular reader of your excellent magazine for many
years, may I be permitted to crave the hospitality of your valuable
pages to make some comments on the prevailing national judg
ment of war-its causes, its pllrposes, and its cure. I may,.
incidentally, remark that my enthusiasm for the GOSPEL MAGA
ZINE, as, what I deem, the best evangelical and Protestant
periodical in the English-speaking world to-day, may be gauged
by the fact that I circulate, at my own expense, at home and
abroad, a minimum of sixteen copies per month, sometimes many
more.

The extraordinary importance of the subject with which this
letter deals, is my excuse for the length to which it will extend.
To the present writer, it is a deep-rooted and unquestioning con
viction that the prevailing war is a judgment from God upon our
nation for our deliberate sinning against light and knowledge, and
our inexcusable neglect of precious, unrivalled, national privileges.
opportunities, and responsibilities. Consequently the Most High

t_
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is permitting totalitarian tyranny and bloodthirsty militarism, as
a punitive iron-rod in His hand, to scourge and afflict our nation
for its sins of omission and commission, and when He will have
fulfilled His purposes in this connexion. He will then turn, with
terrible vengeance, on our wicked literal enemies, who are agents
in the hand of Satan. "Oh, that My people had hearkened unto
Me, and Israel had walked in My ways! I should soon have
subdued their enemies, and turned My hand against their adver
.saries" (Ps. lxxxi. 13-14).

Among the most outstanding procuring-causes of Divine
national judgment upon us was, and is, ever-increasing Sabbath
desecration. Sabbath observance is one of the best criteria of the
vital godliness of an individual, community, nation, and genera
tion. Laxity and looseness, relative to the Fourth Commandment,
have their origin in the total depravity of human nature, resultant
on the fall of mankind in Adam, while the particular prevalence of
Sabbath desecration in our nation to-day is due, as a secondary
cause, in the main, to the irresponsibility of an unconverted
ministry. As evidence of the truth of the foregoing statement,
one has only to refer to the irresponsible attitude of infidel
Modernist ministers and Sacerdotal Anglo-Catholic and Scoto
Catholic pastors to the Sabbath question. An unconverted minis
-try, with noble exceptions constituting a national minority, is
Britain's greatest curse to-day. They will not, and cannot, warn
this evil sport-and-pleasure-mad generation to flee from the wrath
to come into the compassionate, loving, and merciful, outstretched
hands of a crucified, risen, exalted, and interceding Saviour, for
'the simple and sufficient reason that they themselves never tasted
of supernatural conviction of sin and evangelical repentance.
Nevertheless, Sabbath-day rest and worship, as a Divine institu
tion, is the greatest and most beneficent boon that heaven ever
conferred on a sin-cursed world, doomed to earn its bread by the
sweat of its brow. It commemorates the greatest event in the
annals of history-the resurrection of the Lord of life and glory
from the dead. -

Incidentally, one would kindly but firmly appeal to all genuine
evangelical Protestants not to excommunicate, un-Church, or un
Christianize themselves, by conceding to Romanism its claim to an
exclusive monopoly of the term" Catholic." The present writer
not only agrees with the late scholarly and evangelical Scottish
historian, Dr. Hay Fleming, when he questioned if the Romish
system was even a branch of the Catholic Church, but I cordially
agree with John Calvin that" it is the masterpiece of the Devil."
I, conscientiously, refuse to concede the title" Catholic" to Popery,
even when it is qualified by the adjective "Roman." I am
uncompromisingly resolved to call it exclusively the Papal
System or Romanism. Since the Council of Trent, the whole
Papal System should be designated "Jesuitized Romanism."
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Indifference to Jesuitized Romanism, in Church and State, then,.
may be classed next after Sabbath desecration as one of the Most.
High's chief causes of controversy with the ungrateful highly
privileged British nation and Empire.

Anglo-Catholicism in England and Scoto-Catholicism in Scot
land constitute the most glaring ecclesiastical treachery in the·
annals of religious history. No anomaly can be more glaring than.
that of ministers sworn to uphold Calvinistic Protestant doctrines
and receiving their emoluments on the basis of such sworn allegi
ance, while they unblushingly and treacherously propagate and
practise the rites and dogmas of the inveterate politico-ecclesi
astical enemy of Protestantism. These sacerdotal imitators of
Rome, with infidel Modernists, and the apathetic, unfaithful
tolerance of them in this Protestant nation, constitute the main
and outstanding cause of our national woes, and of God's righteous.
punishment of us. Many evangelical ministers have much to
answer for, in this connexion, for reversing the apostolic order,
" we please not men but God." There can be no national repent
ance without national conviction and sense of sin, and that is.
impossible while many evangelicals refuse, in the names of a
spurious charity and false tolerance, to expose and denounce this.
most treacherous conspiracy in our national history.

These two outstanding national sins-Sabbath desecration and
national tolerance of Romanist intrigues in Church and State
together with gambling, betting, immorality, sport-and-pleasure
madness, and general ungodliness, constitute the causes of the
prevailing Divine judgments. The Divine purpose is national
cleansing. The only cleansing remedy is the sanctified use of
national affiiction. This is produced by the faithful uncom
promising proclamation of law and Gospel from John o'Groats to
Land's End, resulting in national conviction of sin, and a penitent.
national return to God.

I am, sir, yours faithfully,
- AN EVANGELICAL MINISTER.

LOnMn, March 20, 1941.
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IProtestant :»3eacon.

WHAT IS PROTESTANTISM?

271)..

By THE LATE REV. HUGH MCSORLEY, M.A.

1. PROTESTANTISM is no Negation. Romanists and Romanizers.
would fain have it that Protestantism is a Negation and nothing
but a Negation. Suppose, however, for a moment, that such an
allegation were true, see what a compliment they pay to Protest
antism. "It is a Negation! It is the religion of 'Don't! ' »

say they. But what, I would ask, is the religion of the Decalogue ?
Why, it is the religion of "Shan't!" Nine commandments
out of the ten are negatives! The religion of "Shan't," and
the religion of " Don't! " may well be regarded as twin-sisters,
and long may they remain together! To say, therefore, that the
religion of Protestants is the religion of " don't" is to confer on
our religion the highest compliment which could be conferred on
it, for it is to put it in juxtaposition with God's own revelation
made on Mount Sinai. But it is to honour it in other ways
besides. We are in a world of sin and sorrow, and temptation
and error. Protestantism, as taught by the Master, says with.
regard to what is wrong-" Don't!" And, indeed, any man
who is incapable of saying "Don't," and of acting up to his.
word, is little better than a fool. What a soft-headed creature
is the man who is unable to say" No ! " on all proper occasions ?
A negative reply is as necessary at times as an affirmative; and
to accuse Protestantism, therefore, of being a mere" Negation,"
is to betray utter ignorance of the nature of our probation state
on earth.

But let anyone who wishes to know the nature of Protestantism
as presented by the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England,
only look into those Articles, and see how many of them are
negative, and the question is settled in a moment.

2. I come now to the second consequence. Protestantism is
no Novelty. How can it be a novelty, when it appeals to the oldest
book in the world for all its solemn teaching? How can Protestant
ism be a novelty, seeing that it boasts of paying obedience to the
commands of Christ and His apostles; and seeing that it puts
no other teaching on a par with theirs? Show where Protestant
ism puts the teaching of men or the traditions of men on a level
with the Word of Christ and His apostles, and then, but not till
then, can it be charged with novelty.

3. The third consequence is-Protestantism is no "Heresy."
Now, what is Heresy? The definition which I am about to give
will be admitted, I think, by the staunchest Romanist or Ritualist
in England. "Heresy is teaching for Catholic truth that which



is only a private opinion." Now, what is Catholic truth? A
reply, Truth taught and believed in all ages of the Church, from
the time of Christ or His apostles. Truth, therefore, in order to
be Catholic, must fulfil this one important condition, namely,
that it has been taught by Christ or His apostles. If any doctrine
cannot be traced to them it is not Catholic, for it reaches not
the fountain-head, it has not been taught in the beginning by
the Master. Protestantism boasts peculiarly in this, that it bears
witness to Christ's teaching and that of His apostles, and accepts
them as its founders. It believes all things which are written in
the law and in the prophets; all things spoken by Christ and
recorded by His evangelists; all things written by His
.apostles; and all other writings it ranks as inferior. How
then can Protestantism be heresy, seeing that it teaches
all truths which had been taught in all ages, commencing
with the very first? Apply this test of heresy to the novelties
of Rome-the twelve New Articles of the Creed of Pope Pius IV,
or the Immaculate Conception, or the Pope's Infallibility-and
see what the result would be. The Roman Church will come
out heretical, and no mistake!

4. Protestantism is no "Schism." This is the fourth conse
quence. Now what is schism? My reply is very simple-" An
unjustifiable separation of one part of the Church from the rest."
Now, in contemplating God's Church on earth, a most important
point to bear in mind is the head, Christ Jesus. How can Protest

.antism be separation from the Church when it holds to the head
Himself? How can Protestantism be " an unjustifiable separa
tion from the Church" when its chief boast is union with Christ
Himself? Let it be borne in mind that as there are different
nations in the world, of different colours and different tongues,
.and yet all are of one nature, one blood, so different Churches
may possess one nature, Spiritual-and hold one Head, one Lord,
one faith, one baptism-and yet may differ in many respects

.among themselves. Why, then, should they who believe such
things be charged with the sin of schism? Why should they
who believe such things be accused of " an unjustifiable separation

-from the Church of Christ?" Apply this test of schism to the
claims made by the Pope on behalf of his Church, that she alone
is true and all other Churches are false, and see what the result
will be! The Roman Church will come out schismatical, and no
mistake, for she cuts herself off from all, in cutting all off from
herself!
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The Christian Century confesses that "for more than a
hundred years the Church has been engaged in the solemn business
·of forgetting its Gospel."


