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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

(In view of the growing desire to bring about the Reunion of
Christendom, we reprint, from the Gospel Magazine for May, 1930,

two articles on this important subject).

OUR LORD'S PRAYER FOR UNITY:.
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?'

" Neither pray I -for these alone, but for them also which shall
believe on Ale through their word; that they all may be one; as
Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be
one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent
Me. And the glory which Thou gav.est Me I have given them;
that they may be one, even as We are one: I in them, and
Thou in Me, that they mqy be -made perfect in one."
-JOHN xvii. 20-23.

So much is being said about unity, and about the re-union of
Christendom, that it behoves us to examine carefully what is the
teaching of Scripture on this important subje~t.

A scheme for unity among the Churches in South India has been
drawn up, and is being widely discussed. There is a movement
for re-union with the Church of Rome, as -is evidenced by the
Malines Conversations. There are strong efforts being made by
Anglo-Catholics to bring about union with the Greek Church,
whose doctrines are scarcely to be distinguished from those of the
Church of Rome.
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Much is being said also about bringing about the umon of
Protestant Nonconformists with the Church of England.

Many leading men interpret our Lord's prayer for unity as
indicating His will that all outward visible Churches should form
one great Church, ~he members of which should recognise Episcopal
government as the only rule to control its operations.

Some. insist on Episcopal government as essential for, the very
existence of a Church. Others, while not regarding Episcopacy as
necessary for the existence of a Church, think that it is necessary
for'it~ well-being. Under the influence of this desire for union we
have seen a great union taking place between two. great Presby
terian Churches in Scotland. A movement for union among the
various Wesleyan bodies is now 'almost mature.

In these movements the guidance of Scripture, accurately inter
preted, does not seexp to count. In fact, Scripture is now so
discredited by Higher Critical and Modernist teaching that it has
ceased in many quarters to be regarded as our infallible r~l~ of
faith and practice.

For ourselves, however, the teaching of Scripture is still authorita·
tive. We still say, "To the law and to the testimony: if they
speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in
them" (Isa. viii. 20).

Hence we invite our readers to consider with us, in dependence
on the guidance and teaching of the Holy Spirit, our Lord'~

prayer for unity. We believe that His teaching on the subject of
unity is seriously misinterpreted and that large numbers are in
danger of being led astray in consequence.

1. We would first point out that our Lord definitely teaches that
all His believing people 'are already essentially and abidingly one.

The true people of God, though belonging t6 different visible
Churches and denominations,' are not co~extensive with them.
Visible Churches are composed of the wheat and the tares, the wise
and the foolish, the good and the bad, the sheep and the goats.
The true Church of God, which Christ purchased with His Own
blood, is 'composed only of His elect, redeemed, regenerated, justified
and believing people. All real believers, and they only, constitute
the Church of the LiVIng God. Now these are already one.

They ar~ one family. 'Our Lord teaches us this in the Sermon
on the Mount, which is addressed to His disciples primarily, a fact

- often 'entirely overlooked (Matt. v. 1, 2). It was disciples to whom
our Lord gave wharis comrrionly called" The Lord's Prayer." To
theII1 He said, " After this manner therefore pray ye: Our F~ther
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Which art in heaven" (Matt. vi. 9). They alone are God's children.
They alone can call Him Father. They are" all the children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus." To them He has given "power
to become the sons of God, even to them which believe on His
name." These are born of God (Gal. iii. 26; John i. 12, 13).

Hence they are all one family. They are scattered among the
different denominations, but they are already one family. They
are already essentially one.

They are one flock. The sheep of the Jewish fold and the sheep
of the Gentile fold, having been sought for and brought by the
Good Shepherd, and having heard His voice and followed Him,
already constitute one flock under one Shepherd (John x. 16, RV.).
Having returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls, they
are one flock. They are branches of the one Vine. To th~m the
Lord says, "I am the Vine, ye are the branches." They derive
their life from Him, and are vitally one with Him. Hence they are
fruitful.

Any interpretation, therdore, of our Lord's prayer for unity
which fails to recognise the present essential and abiding unity of
all believers must be false. Of all the one flock Christ says, "They
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My
hand" (John x. 28). Their union with Him is present and abiding.

In harmony with this teaching of our Lord is the teaching
of the apostles. Paul kpows but one flock in his address to the
elders at Miletus (Acts xx. 28). Peter knows of only one flock when
he says, " Feed the flock of God which is among you" (see 1 Peter
v. 2-4). The Apostle Paul teaches us that there is but one family
" the whole family in heaven and earth," " the household of God."
Of the members of this family the one God is the Father of all
(Ephes. iv. 6). They are "predestinated unto the adoption of
children," redeemed that they might '"' receive the adoption," and
regenerated that it might become, manifest that they are 'God's
children. (See Ephes. i. 5; Gal. iv. 5; John i. 12, 13).

The figure of one body is used by the Apostle Paul to denote the
present unity of all believers. They are all by the baptism of the
Spirit united to this one body. They arc" the body of Christ, and
members in particular" (1 Cor. ~ii. 13, 27).

Christ's Church and His body are lU"entical, and all His chosen,
redeemed, quickened and believing people "are members of His
body, of His flesh, and of His bones" (Eph. i. 22; v. 30).

Another figure setting forth the same truth is that of the one
temple. To all believers it is said, "Ye are the temple of the

!'
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living God." Christ is the 'Foundation' a~dchief Corner Stone, and
all the living stones, united to Him, constitute one temple. (See
1 Cor. iii. 16; vi. 16; Eph. ii. 20-22).

"One new Man J) is another figure employed to set forth this
truth. Christ hath "made b.oth one." He p.ath made in Himself
\' one new Man J) (Eph: ii. 14, 15). ' Thus to all believers scattered
throughout the world, of whatever race, colour, or denomination,
it is said, " There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female: for YE ARE ALL ONE IN
CHRIST JESUS J) (Gal. iii. 28).

I t is most important that the present, essential and abiding unity
of all true believers should be frankly, fully, and lovingly recognised.

2. Secondly, let us consider our Lord's prayer for unity among
His apostles.

It is 'as follows: "Holy Father, keep through Thine Own name
those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, as We are"
(John xvii. 11).

The context shows that this prayer has special reference to the
apostles and to them alone. In endeavouring to interpret the
meaning of this prayer for unity we must not forget the teaching
our Lord had given on this subject. He had already taught His
apostles that they were members of the one family and of the one
flock, and that they were branches in the one Vine. They were
already in vital uriion with Him. He was in them, and they were
in Him. They were vitally one with Him. His prayer, therefore,
that they might be one seems to be a prayer for the manifestation of
a oneness already existing. This is not an unusual way of speaking.
For example, our 'Lord enjoins those who were already God's
children to love their enemies, and to bless them that curse. Then
He adds, "That ye may be the children of your Father Which is
in heaven," i.e., that ye may manifest that you are His children
(Matt. v. 44, 45).

In like,manner the Apostle Paul enjoins those who are already
God's children to come out and be separate, and then adds the
Divine promise, "I will rec~ive you, and will be a- Father unto
you," i.e., I will manifest that I am a Father and that ye are
My sons and daughters (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18).

The oneness for whi<:hQu.!., Lord prays on behalf of His apostles
is a unity which would ~result from being Divinely kept. The
Lord prays that the Father may keep them, that they may be
one. Later He prays that the Father may not take them out of
the world, but" keep them from the evil one." (See Greek, John
xvii. 15).
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Our Lord knew that they would be exposed to the temptations
of the evil one, and that the devil would specially endeaVOur to
break up their unity and harmony one with' another. Scarcely
anything is so great a hindrance to the Lord's work as strife and
division and disunity amongst the Lord's family. Strife and
division had gained a foothold in the Corinthian Church, and the
apostle was concerned and wrote, "I beseech you, brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 'speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in, the same
judgment" (1 Cor, i, 10),

The danger of disunity is constant and real, and our Lord
prayed that His apostles might be preserved from the power of the
evil one, so that they might manifest unity one with another.

The Father and the Son are one. There is perfect harmony
between Them. They are one in mind, will, and affection. In like
manner the Lord prays that His 'apostles may be one in mind, in
will, and in affection, that, as we read elsewhere; they might" stand
fast in one Spirit, with one 'mind striving together for the faith
of the Gospel" (Phi!. i. 27).

It was lamentable when sharp conte~tion arose between Paul
arid Barnabas. It was also sad that on one occasion Paul' had to
withstand Peter to the face. There is no reason to suppose, how
ever, that the want of harmony in these instances was more than
temporary. Against even a temporary breach of unity, however,
the Lord prayed.

The saints of to-day need to be constantly W-atchful against a
want of love and harmony one with another. No compromise with
error should, of course, ever be tolerated, but if it be at all possible
they are to live peaceably with one another.

To the Roman s<tints the apostle said, "Be of the same mind
one toward another." He prays, 'l Now the God of patience 'and
consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another accord
ing to Christ Jesus: that ye may with one mind and one mouth
glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Ch.rist." This
is a prayer for the manifestation of unity.. (See Rom. xii. 16;
xv. 5, 6).

The ~stle exhorted the Ephesian saints to walk worthy of their
vocation with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering arid
forbearance, " endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace." Constant watchfulness, constant lowliness of
mind, longsuffering and forbearance are needed to preserve unity
amongst the.brethren. We are to seek peace and ensue it, because
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there is always a danger of its running away from us. Moreover,
in this connection the apostle •reminded the saints at Ephesus of
the one body, of which they were all members, the one Spirit Who
dwelt in them all, the one hope of their calling, the one Lord on
Whom they called and in Whose merits they trusted, the one faith
in which they believed, the one baptism of the Spirit by which
they were united to the body, and the one God and Father of the
Qne family. (See Eph. iv. 1-6).

The need of manifesting unity is emphasised in the Epistle to the
Philippians. The _apostle exhorts the saints at Philippi to have
" the same love," to be " of one accord, of one mind." Two female
members of the Church there were exhorted to "be of the same
mind in the Lord" (Phil. ii. 2; iv. 2).

The need for encouraging unity amongst the brethren was felt
by the Apostle Peter. "Finally," he said, « be ye all of one mind,
having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be
courteous" (1 Peter iii. 8).

Joseph knew that brethren belonging to one family are in danger
of disunity. "See," he said, "that ye fall not out by the way"
(Gen. xlv. 24).

The Lord then was praying for what all believers need continually
to pray for, that His apostles might manifest their unity one with
another. "Behold," says the Psalmist, "how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity" (Ps. cxxxiii. 1).
Brethren in the one family are liable to quarrel. It is a good and
a pleasant thing, and a thing for which they should strive and pray,
that they should" dwell together in unity."

3. Thirdly, let ·us now consider our Lord's prayer for unity
amongst all believers.

This prayer is given in John xvii. 20-23. It is a prayer not for
all who merely profess and eaU themselves Christians, but for all
real believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. "Neither pray I for
-these alone," i.e., for the apostles, "but for them also which shall
-believe on Me through their word." The word spoken by the
:apostles is handed down to us in the New Testament. That word
has come to millions. since apostolic days. It has come to them
in power and in the Holy Ghost, and through Divine grace they
have been regenerated, and have been led to believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ: For believers, for the true people of God, for those
who belong to the one family. and the one flock, and who are living
:stones in the one temple, the Lord here prays. He does not pray
jar those who are merely nominal Christians. He does not pray

-Jor the multitude in the professing Church who are· ~till dead in
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trespasses' and sins, although they are regarded as members of the
visible Churches. He prays only for unity' amongst those who
have really passed from death unto life, and are in living union
with Himself, the true Vine, and the Head of His mystical body,
the Church which He hath purchased with His Own blood.

This is not the unity now so. much desired. It is the corporate
unity of the various visible Churches for which so many are working.
For such a unity the Lord does not pray. His prayer has reference
only to those who thr'ough Divine grace are living believers' in '
Himself, as the true and only Saviour of His people.

He prays" that they all may be one." He has already taught
that all believers are one family and one flock. Hence the meaning
would .seem clearly to be that they may be continually manifested
as one-as one body who have obtained like precious faith in the
blood and righteousness of their God and Saviour Jesus Christ;
as one in believing the great foundation truths of the· Gospel; as
one in mind, will, love, purpose and harmony. The Father and
the Son are one. Christ is in the Father and the Father is in
Him. All believers should endeavour to 'manifest their essential
oneness with each other, even as the Father and the Son are one.
Christ is in the Father and He is also in His people. They also
are in Him. They are in living union with Him. They are
essentially and vitally one in the Father and in the Son. Every
believer is in Christ, and Christ is in them. He is also in the
Fathe-r Hence all who are in Him are in the Father also. They
are "one in Us" (see John xiv. 10, 11; xv. 5; Rom. viii. 9,10;
2 Cor. v. 17)". That all believers may dwell together in loving unity
and thus manifest their vitaJ oneness with Christ would appear to
be the true meaning of our Lord's prayer.

"The glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them; that they
may be one, even as We are one» (John xvii. 22).

The glory which the Father gaye to the Son would' seem to be
the present glory which He has in heaven. It is the glory which
He had with the Father before the world was. He prayed for
this in verse 5 of His prayer. The Father glorified His .Son Jesus
when He received Him up in glory. That glory the Son wills that
all· whom the Father has given Him shall behold. He has already
made_it over to them in gift, and He wills that they may be with
Him where He is, that they may behold His glory which the Father
has given Him.. This points forward to His second coming. "When
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with
Him in glory " (Col~· iii. 4). We shall behold the glory which His
Father has given Him, and we shall appear with Him in glory.

,.,
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The result ofthis wonderful experience is that all glorified believers,
being gathered together unto Christ, and appearing with Him
in glory, and beholding His glory, shall be then marvellously mani
fested as one, even as. the Father and the Son are one. Then, in
the fullest sense, they.shall " be made p~rfect in one." Then, as Dr.
GiIi .says, "they will be perfect in knowledge, in holiness, in peace,
joy and love." We need to bear in mind, then, the following points.

First, all believers are already one and their vital unity IS

independent of any human plans and arrangements for union.
Secondly, though they are children in one family, and sheep in

one flock, they are in perpetual danger of disunity and of want of
love and harmony with each other. ~

Thirdly, it should be the constant endeavour of all believers to
" keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace," and to " dwell
together in unity."

Fourthly, as only Divine power can preserve believers in manifest
unity and concord, the Lord prays to the Father to that end.

Fifthly, the importance of such manifest unity among the people
of God is so great that it is frequently insisted upon in the Epistles
already quoted.

The unity for which our Lord prays is not dependent on any
particular form of Church government. It is probable that believers
will never agree as to the best form of Church government. Evan
gelical members of the Church of England cannot truly say that
Episcopal government is promoting the well-being of the Church
of England. With very few exceptions the whole bench of bishops
used all their influence to legalise a Prayer Book which would have
given Sacerdotalism and Modernism a legal position in the Church
of the Reformation. And now, despite the rejection on two occa
sions of that Prayer Book by Parliament, they are deliberately
flouting Parliamentary authority l:>y allowing the wholesale use of
large portions of the rejected Prayer Book.

.It is no doubt true that no form of Church government will
preserve the professing Church from apostasy, but it is difficult to
understand how Evangelicals can speak favourably of the advan
tages ot Episcopal government in view of the recent doings of. the
present bench of bishops. .

4. Fourthly, let us consider briefly some of the difficulties of
manifesting unity even among real belfevers.

One difficulty arises from serious ~iversity in interpreting some
of the doctrines and prophecies of Scripture. United testimony,
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unless there IS harmony of interpretation, cause~ cOI1fusio~ to ~~l~
hearers.

Another difficulty arises from diversity in worship. those who
resort to worldly and ornate musical services in order to attract the
world and young people, and those who feel that all services should
be simple and spiritual, and that our dependence should be only
on the power of the Holy Ghost, find difficulty in joining forces
arid thus manifesting unity.

Another difficulty arises from the diversity of methods to 'obtain
money for the Lord's work. Some resort.to bazaars, concerts, and
entertainments, whereas others feel that all giving should be direct,
voluntary, and cheerful, and wholly independent of giving in order
to get. They feel that· the true method is to look to God in prayer
to dispose His Own people, not the unconverted world, to give as
God hath prospered them for the Lord's work and for ·th~ Lord's
poor.

Only those who cling to the old Bible truths, and walk fully in
Bible ways, can have real and manifest fellowship with each other.

One great cause of disunity amongst the Lord's people is a
serious neglect of daily and prayerful reading and study of the
Word of God, and the tendency on the' part of many to be ruled
only by part of its teaching, instead of by the whole.

Ignorance of Bible teaching leads to erroneous ideas in regard to
doctrine, worship, and practice, and these errors prevent the mani
festation of unity with the more instructed people of God.

There is a crying need for more meekness to receive all that the
Biole teaches and to frame and fashion our conduct, private and
public, wholly by its precepts.

In conclusion, we feel constrained to say that Corporate Union of
all the Churches is not a desirable thing as things are. Apostasy,
error; and worldliness abound more or less in all the denominations,
and reunion means compromise with truth. There can be no
desirable unity except on the basis of wholehearted loyalty to the
great foundation truths of the Bible. In .the present apostate
condition of Christendom, loyalty to truth does not characterise
the Churches. The evil leaven of Modernism, Sacerdotalism, and
worldliness has largely permeated th~ whole of Christendom.

The only unity, therefore, that can rightly be manifested is
Christian fellowship, where possible, with the real Spirit-taught
people of God, found more or less in the various Churches.

Our Lord's prayer for 'unity has reference, not to a great union
of worldly and apostate organisations, but to the called, the
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quickened, the justified, the saved; and the believing people of
God. Scripture gives no warrant for the idea that Christendom
will ever get back to the spiritual unity which marked the early
days of the Apostles.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

THE EVANGELICAL LIBRARY.

THIS admirable Library is now transferred to a more permanent and
suitable home at 78, Chiltern Street, London, W. I. It is near to Baker
Street Station. No doubt people living in London, and others visiting
the metropolis, will be glad to visit the library for a quiet read of some
of its valuable books and magazines. It will be very useful for reference
purposes, as it contains many valuable volumes not always within reach.
It is an Evangelical and Protestant library, and especially contains many
volumes setting forth the doctrines of grace. It has a considerable
collection of copies of the Gospel Maga'zine bound in volumes. Many
profitable hours may be spent in a ,quiet perusal of its literature, and many
extracts from its volumes may be I.!sefully copied. Visitors will be
welcomed -by the Librarian and Organising Secretary, Mr. Geoffrey
Williams. He will be glad to receive from larger numbers the sum of
7/6 as an annual subscription to the library, and also to answer any
letters of enquiry. We understand that the library contains at least
50,000 books and that other volumes of an Evangelical and Protestant
character will be gratefuly welcomed. Dr. D. Martyn L1oyd-Jones is
the Chairman of the Board of Patrons. We commend this library to
all our readers. .

READING THE BIBLE THROUGH.

RE'cENTLY we picked up a Christian lady's Bible and read on the fly
leaf, .. Began to read two chapters a day." . Then after a year and
about seven months had elapsed there ,was written, " Finished the whole
Book." Then after wrlting a date the lady wrote again, " Began to
read two chapters a day."

Whether we read one or more chapters a day, we warmly recommend
this habit I,)f reading the Bible through regularly. We need it all, and
we need it always. To Joshua the Lord said, " This book of the law
shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day
and night, that thou mayest observe to do according 'to all that is written
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prospero~s, and then thou
shalt have good success " (Joshua i. 8).

Of the godly man it is written, " His delight is in the law of the Lord;
and in His law doth he meditate day and night" (Psalm i. 2).
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CHRISTIAN UNITY IN APOSTOLIC DAYS.

C< And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and
of one soul."-ACTS iv. 32.

THE infant Church had grown into a multitude. Three thousand
were converted on the Day of Pentecost, "and the Lord added
to the Church daily such as should be saved." Later on, <.!. many
of ,them which heard the word believed; and the numbe~ of 'the
men was about five thousand" (Acts iv. 4). Yet, though the
members of the Church were so numerous, they "were of one
heart and of one souL" There was doubtless' much variety in the
membership. Some were rich and some were poor. They varied
in position, temperament, and attainments. Underlying all these
variations, however, there was real unity of heart and mind. It
could be said of the infant Church, "Behold, how good anc! how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity" (Ps. cxxxiii.
1). This was as 'it should be. There is, however, a unity in evil.
Satan and his angels are doubtless united in their antagoni'sm
against God and His truth. There was unity in the forces of evil
which crucified the Lord of glory. Herod, Pontius Pilate, the
Gentiles, and the people of Israel were gathered together as one
man against the Anointed of God (Acts iv. 27). The professing
Church and the world united their forces against Christ and
crucified Him. A number of visible churches belonging to different
denominations may be united, and be of one mind, and yet they
may be enemies of Christ and His Gospel. The members of the
Jewish Council were united when they ran upon Stephen C< with
one accord/' and cast him out of the city and stoned him (Acts
vii. 57, 58). There may be unity in- the worship of idols. A great
crowd" 'rushed with one accord into the theatre" at Ephesus, and
" all with one voice about the space of two hours cried out, Great
is Diana of the Ephesians" (Acts xix. 29, 34). Unit):: is not every
thing. The cry of re-union is in the air. There is a growing
desire for unity amongst the various churches and denominations.
So keenly are many set upon bringing about a re-union of this
kind that they are ready to agree to a truce to what they call
"minor controversies." "A real Church for us all mu'se -be very
inclusive and elastic,':, says one of these advocates of- re-unron.
It, must inchide' men 'who wear mass vestments and ,men who
'minister in their ordinary attire. All distinctive~ robes must be
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regarded as "equally needless and equally innocent." Non
conformists must tolerate "many· H;igh Church usages." Men
holdIng modern views ~f the Bible and men who believe in its
plenary and verbal inspiration must all unite together and ignore
the vital differences in doctri~e which separate them. Any state
ment concerning the authority of Scripture with a view to re-union,
says another writer, "must be wide enough to embrace also those
who could not hold the absolute accuracy of the Bible in historic
or scientific matters" (see Cheltenham Conference Papers, June,
1918).

It is important that we should realise whither things are tending.
The re-union of all denominations may seem a very beautiful
idea, but if it involves the toleration of Rationalismand Ritualism
it is not the unity which is commended in the Word of God. God's
true people 'are already united. They are vitally up.ited to Christ
and to each other, and no re-union of visible Churches is needed
to bring about the oneness ~hich already exists amongst the
redeemed family of God. But fellowship with false teachers is
plainly contrary to the teaching of God's Word. The Lord'S;
people are to beware of false prophets. They are to try the spirits,
whether they be of God. They are expressly enjoined to be not
unequaily yoked with unbelievers. "What fellowship hath
righteousness. with unrighteousness? and what communion hat~

light with darkness?" Truth and error cannot commingle. It
may be said that men teaching very diverse doctrines are found
within the pale of the Church of England. That is true, but the
Protestant and Evangelic:al doctrines of the Church of England
are still binding on all her ministers. If some depart from the
thirty-nine articles and still retain their positions in the Church
of England, the fault is not with the Church of England but with
those who fail to administer her laws. If, also, men who claim
to be Evangelical and Protestants have fellowship with and co
operate with Rationalists and Ritualists,' it only shows that the
old antagonism to error is dying off and that many professed
Evangelicals are ceasing to walk in the old paths. The manifesta
tion of Scriptural, Christian unity is not dependent on the re-union
of external organisations. This is well stated by the Editor of
The English Churchman. We .quote from our contemporary as
follows :-

" We do not look to extemal organisation for the true manifesta
tion of Christian unity. Suppose that the Established and Free
Churches were all agreed upon the character and functions of the
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'historic Episcopate,' suppose that they had gone further and
consented to adopt it as the common form of ecclesiastical govern
ment, they would be no nearer than they are at present to the
Christian unity that matters. Can anyone say. that the Church
of England is itself a united body? Not merely do doctrines
and methods vary in its parishes, but they are fundamentally at
variance. While it is a house divided against itself, it is in no
position to make ov~rtures to others. Nor would the cause of
real re-union be promoted by the nominal adherence of Noncon
formity to its Episcopal principles and methods. It would be
idle to talk of agreement as long as the great cleavage on vital
subjects remained -open and unhealed. Truth and error can
never commingle, and all proposals based upon that false idea are
destined to meet with disappointment and failure. There is, we
are thankful to know, a real Christian unity, 'which committees
can neither make nor unmake. It exists between all the spiritual
members of Christ to whatever denomination they may belong.
We rejoice in every recognition of its preserice and every mani
festation of fellowship which is founded upon it. _When true
believers meet together acknowledging one Lord and quickened
by one Spirit, a unity pervades the assembly which no sectional
differences can divide or destroy. In the closing days of this
dispensation, amid the abounding evils that defile the professing
Church, it may be that God will draw all such into closer com
munion of heart and life for their mutual support and comfort.
That would surely be Christian unity in its essential being and
proper effect."-'-The English Churchman, April 11th, 1918.

Let us briefly think of the nature of that oneness which
characterised the infant Church.

1. There was oneness bec.ause its members were one body.
There is but one body, and by one Spirit all its members are

baptised into the one body. If it be asked, Who are the members
of this body? the apostle answers, "We" (believers) -" being
many are one body in Christ, and everyone members one of
another" (Rom. xii. 5). All who have been washed, sanctified,
and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of
our God are the body of Christ and members in particular.
Another name for the one body is the Church. Christ is "the
Head over all things to the Church, which is His body" (£ph. i:
22, 23). As there is but one body, so there is but one Church,
"the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His ·Own
blood." That Church comprises all the elect people of God. to
whatever denomination they belong. What is needed to-day
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is not the re-union of the various denominations, but that- all real
believers shouid manifest their oneness with each other. They
should own and recognise each other as brethren in the Lord.
We need, however, to distinguish between true believers of all
denominations and mere professors, between the Church invisible
composed of God's elect and regenerated people, and the visible
churches which are composed of the children of the kingdom and
the' children of the wicked one.

2. There was. oneness because its members were indwelt by the
one Spirit.

There is one Spirit, the Holy Ghost. He dwelleth in the hearts
of all God's true people. "If any man have not the Spirit of
Christ he is none of His" (Rom. viii. 9). His presence and influence
produce unity among the members of the one family. There
can, however, be' no unity between those who are indwelt by the
Spirit and those who are" sensual, having not the Spirit" (Jude
19).

3. There was oneness because its members were inspired with
one hope..

These were" called in one hope of their calling" (Eph. iv. 4).
They were all begotten to a living ~ope. They were looking for
that blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of their great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ. They were all expecting their
Lord to return. They believed that He Who had ascended to
glory would descend from heaven to receive them unto Himself.
They were therefore waiting for His return, looking forward with
hope to His glorious appearing. This oneness of hope tended to
promote that oneness of heart which characterised them.

4: There was oneness because its members were joined to and
owned one Head and one Lord.

Christ, "the Head of the body, the Church," was the centre of
unity. Neither Rome nor Canterbury is the centre of unity.
The re-union of all the Churches around the Pope as their centre
would be a union which recognised the arrogant claims of Papal
Infallibility, the idolatry of the Mass, the abominations of the
Confessional and of saint worship, and all the other superstitions
connected with Romanism.

The re-union of all the Protestant denominations with Canterbury
as their centre could only be effected, as things are, by a lati
tudinarian agreement to tolerate all the errors in doctrine now rife
in the Churches. The members of the -real Church of God are
already of one heart and of one soul, for Christ is their centre,
and as they draw nearer to Him they get' nearer to each other.
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5. T here was oneness because its members had one faith.
They had all " obtained a like precious faith in the righteousness

of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter i. 1, RV.). Divinely
bestowed faith in the justifying righteousness and the atoning blood
of Christ characterised them. This precious faith was common to
them all, and drew them to each other,,\

Then they all believed the same set of Gospel truths. There is
only" one faith," "the fa,ith which was once delivered, unto the
saints." In this faith they stood fast. "They continued stedfastly
in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in prayers" (Acts ii. 42). In this early stage in the Church's
history, departure from the faith had not set in. What is it
which has rent the professing' Church asunder into contending
factions? It is apostasy from the pure truth of the Gospel. It
is departure from the Word of God. No wonder Christendom is
divided. If, in the early apostolic days, men had begun to deny
the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, the doctrines of
substitution, 'the virgin birth, and the resurrection, or if others
had begun to teach transubstantiation, saint worship, purgatory,
prayers for the dead, auricular confession, and priestly absolution,
unity would have been broken. It would have been impossible
for men who were loyal to apostolic truth to have been "of one
heart and of one soul" with those who were teaching error. Two
cannot walk together except they be agreed.

6. Lastly, there was oneness because its members' were all
children of the One God and the One Father.

This cannot be said of all the members of anyone of the visible
churches. The evil mingle with the good. Tares are found among
the wheat. The children of the wicked one have been introduced
by Satan amongst the children of God. It is true that discipline
must be exercised in the case of gross offenders. Men who are
beyoncl all doubt strangers to Divine grace are not to be welcomed
to positions of responsibility in the Church, nor are they to be
encouraged to attend the Lord's Table. But, 'because of our
inability to read the heart and infallibly to distinguish between the
real and toe false professor, both tares and wheat are to grow
togeth.er until the harvest. Meanwhile, the real children of God
naturally draw together. They are " of one heart and of one soul,"
though they may belong to different sections of the professing
Church. There is one God and 'Father of all believers. He has
regenerated and sanctified. them by His Spirit. They have the
testimony of the Holy' Ghost that they are God's children, and
they can say" Abba, Father." The members of this living family
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are to love one another' and own one another as those who are
born of God and washed in the blood of the Lamb. This is the
oneness which God's people should seek to manifest. It is hopeless
to expect a satisfactory' re-union of the various Churches in this
dispensation. The rigid exclusion of godly and faithful men from
Church of England pulpits simply because they have not been
Episcopally ordained is of course indefensible. The same may be
said of the attempt on the part of bishops to hinder clergymen
from occupying Nonconformist pulpits when invited to do so. The
members of the true Church of God, scattered throughout the earth
:imd found in various denominations, are already one. They are
members of the one body the Church; they are baptised and
animated by the one Spirit; they are inspired with one hope; they
acknowledge one Head; they hold one faith; they are the pre
destined children of the one God. This unity needs to be more
and more manifested. But there can be no unity between those
who hold Evangelical truth and those who hold Rationalistic or
Romish error. .Truth and, error cannot join forces, whether in the
case of the members of one particular denomination, or in regard
to all the denominations in the aggregate. The Lord's true people
should "stand fast in one Spirit, with one mind striving together
for the faith of the Gospel," and with one mind and one mouth they
should seek to glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ (Phi!. i. 27 Rom. xv. 5, 6).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk. ,

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

THE AUSTERITY OF THE OLD EVANGELlCALS.

.. EUSEBES," in his column in, The Record for May 9th, 1947, says:
." In his paper at the Islington Clerical Conference (now published with
the other papers by the Church· Book Room Press, Ltd.), the Rev.
A. T. Hqughton spoke of the austerity that characterised the fathers of
the Evangelical Rev~val, but is not so .manifest in their present day
representatives. In no matter is this slackness in austerity so marked as
in the tobacco smoking-at best a luxury and at worst a disease-that
has invaded even Evangeli~al ranks in such an alarming degree. In the
world, outside it has reduced the ~ajority of. the community to an
extraordinary slavery that has almost, if not quite, outrivalled that of
the alcohol habit of earlier generations, which has been largely subdued
in those circles that have experienced the Christian standard of conduct.'"

,
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.. Unto Jesus."-HEBREws xii. 2.

ONLY two words, but speaking those volumes which, as the belovel
John said, if they were written, .. the world itself could nQt cQntain the
books" (concerning Jesus) .. that should be written" (John xxi. 25).
They were dropped upon my soul one Sabbath morning, which was being
passed as many others, in the long inability to attend the means of grace.
One had been, as on former occasions, looking up to the Lord overnight
to prepare us for the sacredness of His holy day, and to lead us into th~

green pastures of His Word, and s.upply. our need of a preacher from
one of the many choice volumes around us, and to make it at His royal
pleasure a day of sacred delight even though cut off from the outward
means and sacred company of His own worshipping people. Might it
please Him, cried. the hungering soul, to give the longed for blessing with
His Own coming, .. the doors being shut." But on this particular
Sabbath morning, the Psalms, the Scriptures for the day also; and the
writings of good men were read and sweet hymns sung, without any
power or life felt, and nothing had particularly touched me nor melted
my soul. All la~ked the power which alone belongest unto the Spirit of

. the living God to bestow how and when He will. Sad at heart, and
with longings of soul, it occurred to me that all was good which I had
been reading. It was the truths preached and taught by those who had
been passing through wme soul travail, and experiencing the temptations
of Satan, walking in the midst of trouble, trial, or affliction, which befalis
all the saints in their pilgrimage Home, but their rehearsal of those trials
and afflictions had not and would not. satisfy m:y soul, at all events, at this
particular time of felt need and emptiness. Then it was that 'these two
words which head this meditation fell upon my spirit with sweet fervour
and uplifting. It was unvo Jesus the soul needed to look and come. He
alone could and does satisfy, and not all the experiences of the children
of God passing through their many places of trouble could sanctify and
satisfy like the One Whom they had preached, and Whom they are now
unceasingly praising in the glory.

It animated my soul; set it on holy desires that there was a way out
.of all the aloneness (if not loneliness), and a satisfying portion for all
spiritually hungering ones and that was JESUS! .. Come unto Me,"
He had said, .. and I will give you rest," ,and thus led, .. I came to Jesus
as I was, weary and worn and sad; I found in Him a resting-place, and
He has made me glad."

Now, let us turn to 'our two words which head our meditation and may
the Holy Spirit, illume them to our longing souls, and bless the few
thoughts to His own glory. .. Un'.o Jesus." Who looks to Jesus?
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Who comes to Jesus? Only those who have been taught of the Holy
Spirit their own need and helplessness, and thus are led off from self to
look alone to Him. It was so in the case of that poor father of the
devil-possessed son. He told Jesus that he had sought all other means;
had brought him to His disciples, .. but they could not cast the devil out."
Oh! how blessed mllst have been the word O'f the divine Healer to the
poor troubled heart of that father, .. bring him unto Me," and to see the
wondrous and divine work of healing in the. son and the miraculous
casting out of that .. foul spirit" in the long afflicted QDe! And there
are many like insta_nces in Holy Scripture which the reader may profitably
look into. But of this we are certain, and each taught of the Holy
Spirit will rejoice in that thrice blessed and God-glorifying truth that,
.. None but Jesus can do helpless sinners good." It is, and blessed be
God for it, all the work of the Holy Spirit and He alone can bend our
stubborn wills and break our proud hearts and bring .. into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. x. 5), until by slow
degrees and painfully humbling experience and- means, we are brought
to this one and only place of safety and satisfaction, .. unto Jesus."

And what a coming that is ! What a rest! What refreshing, what
joy, what heights to scale and what depths to plumb, and what a
sanctifying portion to rejoice in! All our sorrows swallowed up in joy,
all our trials as mere pin-pricks, and the happy soul.on fire as it were, as
coming unto Jesus she finds in Him a foretaste of the bright and morning
Star, the Day-dawn, the kindling of heavenly Light, the Chiefest
amongst ten thousand, the altogether lovely One, the only satisfying
Portion as He will be .. for ever" ! To see Him as He is and 110t as
our poor cenceptions below ever thought of Him; to ~ee Him there as
.. the Lamb that had been slain"; to know Him as your" Brother born
for adversity"; and He Who was your Shepherd-King in all your time
state adversities below, and to enjoy His unbroken presence for ever!
Heavenly prospect indeed! We often sing now with heart-moving
adoration and tears of our limited worship in expressing our love to such
an One:

.. Jesus, the ver'y tJiought .of Thee
With sweetness_fills the breast;

But sweeter far -Thy face to see,
And in Thy presence rest."

But delightful as that exercise of the soul is, what will it be to be there,
and see the BeloveCl of our souls in open vision -and without sinning and
never to lose sight of Him again in that land where no clouds nor
storms break our worship, and He is our everlasting Light and glory!

M-ay our worship even now, in spite of every sinful and fleshly
obstacle, give us to enter into what the IApostle Paul so sweetly declared
in extolling the Gospel as so far superior to law. .. But ye are come
unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to an Innumerable company of angels, to the general
assembly and church of the first-born, which are written in heaven, and
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to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,
and to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel "; for .. Unto
Jesus " shall the gathering of His ransomed blood-bought flock be, and
each and all will outview one another, and never weary in singing the
praises of the Lamb that bought them and is now receiving the blood
bought rights of all His doing and dying in having them, as He told
His Father, with Him where He is, to behold His glory and that for
ever! Truly," living lips are dumb at best, we must di~ to speak of
Christ." R.

With this meditation completed and which had warmed one's own
heart in seeking to extol the preciousness of Jesus to one's own soul, in
coming out of church on a more recent Sabbath morning, a dear, aged
saint stood with me in the vestibule waiting for our kindly friend's car,
and as is his custom, he speaks at once of the Beloved of all his long
life's pilgrimage. I rem~iked to him (as best I could make him hear,
for, like myself, he is feeling the infirmities of advanced old age), •• You
always seem to love to speak of Jesus," and his reply from a full heart
and tearful eyes was; .. Can't help it,"

~roteGtant JJ5eacon.
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CARDINAL'S TESTIMONY TO
THE GROWTH OF ROMANISM IN 'THE CHURCH OF

ENGLAND.

IN the latter part of the year 1894, the late Cardinal Archbishop
Vaughan, in a speech at Preston, drew attention to the immense growth
of Romish doctrines and practices in the Church of England. He said:

" The'doctrines of the Catholic Church, which had been rejected and
condemned as blasRhemous, superstitious, and fond inventions, have been
re-examined and taken back, one by one', until the Thirty-Nine Articles
have been banished and buried as a rule of faith. The Real Presence,
'the sacrifice of the Mass, offered for the living and the dead-sometimes
even in Latin-not unfrequent Reservation of the Sacrament, regular
Auricular Confession, Extreme Unction, Purgatory, Prayers for the
Dead, devotions to our Lady, I to her Immaculate Conception, the use of
her Rosary, and the Invocation of Saints are doctrines taught and
accepted with a growing desire and relish for them, in the Church of
E.ngland. A celebate clergy, the institution of Monks and Nuns under
vows, Retreats for the clergy, Missions for the people, fasting and other
penitential exercises-eandles, lamps, incense, crucifixes images of the
Blessed Virgin', and the Saints held in honour Stations of the cross,
cassocks, cottas, Roman collars, birettas, copes, dalmatics vestments,
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mitres croziers the adoption of an ornate Catholic ritual, and now
recently, an elaborate display of the whole ceremonial of the ~atholic

Pontifical-all this speaks of a' change and a movement towards the
Church that would have appeared absolutely incredible at the beginning
of this century."

-The late Captain Alexander W. Cobham, then chairman of the
Church Associlltion, wrote in reference to the above extract:

, .. The minds of loyal Churchmen are overwhelmed with sorrow and
shame as they reflect that every word of this terrible indictment is literally
true." (See Church Association Tract No. 208, entitled, The Vain
Vaulltings of Dr. Vaughan).

This indictment as to the immense growth of Rorriish doctrines and
practices in the Church of Cranmer, Ridley,and Latimer, was made
52 years ago. If it was" literally true" then, 'it is no doubt more true
to-day. We fear, however, that it is now taken as a m;ltter of course
by most professing members of the Church' of England. How frequently
we now see 'pictures in the Press of Bishops clothed in Romish mitres
and copes, looking like Romish Cardinals and Bishops. How often do
Bishops appear nowadays at Confirmation services, dressed in copes and
mitres, reminding us of the pomp and vanity of the Church of Rome.
How many speak glibly of altar flowers, altar crosses and altar candles,
who are absolutely ignorant of the fact that the Praye'r Book never calls
the table an altar, and that flowers, crosses and candles on the communion
table are associated with the Romish movement in the Church of
England.

We cannot help but feel that- the enormous growth of Romish error
in the Church of England, and of modernistic error, both in the Estab
lished and Free Churches, is one of the causes of the terrible war through
which we have passed, and that unless we repent of our sins and humble
ourselves under the mighty hand of God, further divine chastisements
may be visited upon us. The great need of the day is a return to Bible
and Reformation doctrine and simplicity of worship. .. God is a Spirit:
and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth ..
(John iv. 24).

mebie\ll~ ann ~oti,e~ of 16oolt~.

THE FREE OFFER OF THE GOSPEL, by the Rev. John Colquhoun,
of Glendale, Skye. pp. 34. Price 6c,l.; post free 7d. (to be had
horn the author). '

OUR space is limited, and- hence we can only give a few thoughts on this
pamphlet, which is a strong defence for the practice amongst Scottish
theologians of a free offer of the Gospel to all, and sundry. We have
been thankful to read many of the great Scottish theologians, such as
Hodge, Smeaton, Cunningham, Rabbi Duncan and others. We should



The Gospel Magazine 181

reJoIce if their works were read by larger numbers of. ministers in the
Church of England and in the Free Churches. We have read through
with much pleasure the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Longer
and Shorter Catechisms. After all, however, they are human produc
tions and they must be tested by the infallible Word of God itself.
While, therefore, holding the great 'Scottish theologians in the highest
esteem we have for a long time refrained from using the word " o1Jer "
in preaching the Gospel. We wonder why our friends should persist in
using it themselves, when they must admit it is never used in the New
T estam~nt in reference to the Gospel. Why not be content with the
word " preach"? Our Lo!d said " Preach the Gospel," not .offer the
Gospel. We have no quarrel with the command, " Preach the Gospel
to every creature," only th~re should be care that it is preached on the
lines of Scripture. We suggest that it is Scriptural t~ ~roclaim to every
creature that all without exception have sinned, and that unless sinners
are divinely brought into the enjoyment of pardon through the obedience,
unto death of the Lord Jesus Christ, eternal punishment will be their.
portion. We do' not hesitate to say to all hearers that "To Him
(Christ) .give all the prophets witness that through His name, whosoever
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins." We refrain,. however,
from saying that salvation is a co-operative matter, that the sinner has his
part to do and God has another part to do and that both parts combined
will bring about a sinner's saivation. Every sinner who comes to Christ
will be welcomed, but "no man can come to M,e, except the Fatlhe~f

Which hath sent MedralJJ him." We believe in the whole of John vi.
37, and John vi. 44. The use of the word" offer" by evangelists in
England is associated with much erroneous ways of preaching the
Gospel. The sinner is represented as being on one side of a line and
Christ on the other, and Christ is represented as saying, " I offer you
salvation. If you will come O\~er the line, I will give it you. If not, you
must perish." We would say life is not offered, it is bes~OlJJed. The
sinner is dead in sin, but God for His great love wherewith He hath
loved the object of His mercy quickens Him. Repentance, faith and
forgiveness are all divine gifts. See Acts v. 31 ; Ephes. ii. 8.

The exhortation in 2 Cor. v. 20, is, we believe, addressed to the
saints, just as" Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ" and" Put on the New
Man" are addressed to the saints. They had been reconciled and had
put on the Lord Jesus and had put on the new man, but they needed
again and again to manifest that they had experienced these blessings.

It is remarkable that Hodge, in his commentary on 2 Cor. v. 20, says,
.. Calvin remarks. that His exhortation is not directed exclusively to the
unconverted." We are inclined to say that it is directed only to those to
whom the Epistle was written.

Other Reviews on Page 192.
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~ermon6 ann, ~ote6 of ~ermon6.

THE MISSION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
RECTOR, AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

PART I.
.. According to the word that I covenantOO with YOIU when' ye came out

of Egypt, so My Spirit remaineth among your: fe'ar ye not."
-HAGGAI ii. 5.

THESE words, dear friends, if you look with me into the context, were
spoken ,in the name of the Lord tinder very spc:cial circumstances. This
prophet Haggai, whose book lies open before us, is believed to have been
the first prophet the Lord raised up and sent to the Jews after their

-return from the captivity to their native lalld. God was laying obligation
upon this remnant of His people to rebuild the Temple. It would seem
in the earlier verses of the first chapter that the people were showing an
indisposition to enter upon so great a work. No doubt they were a feeble
few, they were contemptible in the eyes of their enemies, but they had to
learn a lesson that all God's people need to learn, namely, that weakness
,is God's chosen instrumentality whereby to effect His great ends. It has
often been the case when Go~'s people thought themselves strong and
numerous that God passed them silently by and did not use them, but
when they became few enough, as Gideon's army, and feeble enough,
and conscious enough of their own helplessness, then the Divine honour
was put upon them; they were called to the work. And so in this place,
it was a remnant only of God's people, the few who returned from the
captivity, upon whom God designed to' put honour by using them as His
Temple-builders. But they were hesitating. Consequently God gave
Haggai the prophet a very special message to them, calling them to the
work, stirring up also Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, who was the
Governor of Judah, and Joshua, the son of the High Priest, to lead the
people. Now in the opening words of the chapter from which our text
is laken we find that connection: .. In the seventh month, in the one and
twentieth day of the month, came the word of the Lord by the prophet
J-Iaggai, saying, Speak now to Zerubbabel th~ son of Shealtiel, GovernoT
of Judah, and to' Joshua the son of Josedech, the High Priest, and to the

, residue .of the people, saying, Who is left among you that saw this House
in her first glory~ and how do, ye see it now~ is it not in your eyes in
comparison of it as nothing ~ Yet 'H-and we pause here to remark upon
the lesson which is beautifully illustrated by this language. We are
not to look" at thi~gs as they outwardly appear when those things are
the things of God. God's performances, His thoughts, plans, and His
purposes will all bear the closest investigation, and we must never be
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satisfied with the outward appearances of these. God works upon lines
exactly contrary to those on which the wisdom of man works. The
wisdom of man always leads man to put the best on th~ surface to attract
the human eye, human admiration, and human commendation. But God
commonly hides His choice blessings, they are not to be found on the
surface, but they are, as the inspired writer of old spake, dee!fJ. They
are found in the deep which coucheth beneath. God's works bear
searching into. Man's works are for the most part superficial. Now
so here, the Lord says, You are looking upon the outward appearance
of things. and you are comparing the poverty of this undertaking with
Solomon's undertaking, .. }let "-when God Pl\ts in a .. yet" after a
statement of this kind it well becomes us to consider that which He is
about to speak, thus, .. Yet now be strong, 0 Zerubbabel, saith the
Lord; and be strong, 0 Joshua son of Josedech, the High Priest; and
be strong all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and work; for I am
with you, saith the Lord of hosts." We may be very feeble, but what
is there we are unable to perform the Lord being with us? Omnipotence
ours, on our side, and all the 'qualities of the Divine Name and character
arc pledged in our interests and on our behalf. And so He says, "-I am
with you, saith the Lord of hosts. According to the word that I
covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remaineth
among you; fear ye not." Just for" a moment we might turn to that 29th
chapter of Exodus, the 45th and 46th verses, to which probably refer
ence is made by our text. This is the covenant promise God made His
people when He had redeemed them out of Egypt. .. And I will dwell
among the children of Israel, and will be their God. And they shall
know that I am the Lord their God, That brought them forth out of the
land of Egypt, that I may dwell among them: I am the Lord their
God." The indwelling of Israel's God, His habitation among His
chosen people, this constituted a covenant on God's part, to it then our
passage refers, .. According to the word that I covenanted with you when
ye came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remaineth." I have not forgotten
My promise. I have kept My word from generation to generation unto
your fathers and unto you, and now on this occasion I stimulate your
remembrance of My promise.• Am J not with you? Am I not abiding
in your midst? Why then should you fear to undertake this great work
unto which I have been pleased to call you?

I look upon the rebuilding of the Temple, dear" friends, as being very
largely a spiritual undertaking. I do not mean that all who were engaged
in rebuilding the house were spiritual persons, but the t}lpical character of
the work-we must look upon that from a spiritual point of view. Hence
the building of the house was much less the labour of Zerubbabel and
Ezra and the remnant of the people than it was God's work, and you
will find, I think, the proof of this in the 4th chapter of the next prophet;
Zechariah, who laboured at the same time as Haggai, and the object of
whose mission and ministry was the same, namely, to stir up the people to
this great work of the Lord. In the 6th verse, .. Then 'he answered and
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spake unto 'me, 'saying, This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel,
saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord'
of hosts. Who art thou. 0 great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou'
shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof,"
of this second Temple, .. with shoutings, qying, Grace, grace, unto 'it."
I look upon the second house as being, typically ~peaking, a .vast
spiritual undertaking. And it was by the wisdom and power of the Holy
Spirit that these men wrought effectually in restoring that which had been
trodden down by the enemy. And now my thoughts are enlarged on the
same lines concerning the building of God's Church which 'is the anti
typical Temple, which 'answers in the persons or 'souls of God's people
to the stones which were laid in Jerusalem upon the great foundation
stone. That house was typic~l of the living Church of God, the
habitation of God by the Spirit, the living stones united in Christ, the
risen Christ, the One Foundation Stone, elect, precious. Shall we take
our words thus, .. The word that I covenanted with you when I redeemed
you. My Spirit, in accordance with the covenant, abides with you, shaH
not be taken from you, indwells you. Why then should you fear? Fear
ye not." Dear friends, the work of the Holy Ghost we must trace back
to the very beginnirig. Even so early as the 1st of Genesis we learn
the mission of the Spirit to our world. For a moment we turn to the
passage, .. In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And
the earth was without form, and vo;d; and darkness was upon the face
of the deep." Things were in a condition of stagnation, not the slightest
motion of life anywhere. Darkness reigned supreme. And then we
have this remarkable declaration in the same second verse of the first of
Genesis, .. And the Spirit of God moved." The first record we have of
any motion, living motion, in the Word of God is the Holy Ghost,
because He was thereafter to be the Source of all vitality. In God's
creation He must be the beginning, the continuation, and the perfection of
all life. And so we read here He moved, or, as the Hebrew signifies,
He fluttered, as a bird; He brooded over the abyss. This was the first
sign, I take it, of a great purPose on God's part, and it has its answer,
it has its antitype, in the experience of God's people found, as they are,
by nature, in gross darkness, utter·ly destitute of life, spiritually and
morally .. without form, and void." There is nothing of God in man, as
he is a fallen creature. The Divine likeness has been ~tterly effaced.
We have no sympathy with latter-day teaching, that of those who would
have us believe that there are lingering elements of Deity in human nature
to which an appeal may be made, which only need to be revived in order
to a perfect restoration. We believe what- the Holy Scriptures say, that
man by nature is dead in trespasses and sins, and that he needs to be
quickened, to have life imparted to him, inbreathed into him, and that he
should be made aneDJ;.c;roolion, not an adaptation of existing material to
some better end, that is, the-latter-day teaching. But it is not that, it is
a new creation. ';"df:'any man' be in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things," those affecting sin and death, .. have passed away; behold, all
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'things are become new." And so the Holy Ghost must begin the work.
He must brood over the deep,. and over the darkness. -. The first grain of
life must be His" not that of the creature, not of man, born not of the
-will of th~ flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. So that there is
much instru~tlon in this 2nd' v~rse of the 1st of Genesis. "The Spirit
of God," and God in that place is in the plural number, the Spirit of the
'Godhead, Father, Son, and Eternal Spirit, one Godhead but manifested
in this Person, separate as Person from the Father, and as Person
-separate from the Son, but still the Godhead One, as we confessed
:scripturally this' morning; how this was He Who moved, or fluttered, or
brooded, over the face of the waters. And God said, " Let there be
light." No doubt it is with reference to this that the inspired Apostle
Paul writes when he says, "God, Who commande<! the lighno shine
out of darkness, hath shined in 'our hearts, to give the light of the
lrnowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."

~ur !!?oung 3101k£;,' ~age .
. NONE BUT CHRIST.

THIS is supposed to be a Protestant country, and it is certainly possible
:still for everyone to read the Bible, or to hear it read; but most people
are very ignorant of Christian teachings, and I have thought it is
<especially so with regard to death. If there has been much suffering, the
friends and relatives are sure to call it '" a happy release"; if death is
:sudden, it seems to be a great consolation to remember that "he was
.always a good-living man; never did anyone any harm"; if the sick
person is difficult or exacting, the friends will say they wish " the Lord
would smile on him," delicately implying a hope that they will soon be
:relieved from the trials of nursing.,

But it can be worse still in a Roman Catholic country, and so Isabel
Baldwin found (as I have read) when she was staying one summer in
Dublin with her father. Isabel was a girl of seventeen, early brought to
.know the Lord Jesus as her Saviour, and she longed to tell her Irish
friends about Him. She soon found that it was useless to begin an argu
ment with the people; they would always reply, "Oh, I can't explain it
all myself, but the priest will tell you in a minute." She discovered that
when she had a chance to speak to anyone of the Lord Jesus, it was best • ...
just to take for granted that He alone had power to save, and to talk
about that rather than try to correct the false teachings of the priests.

The people of the house where the Baldwins had rooms were named
0'Brien; a very respectable retired tradesman, his wife, and their one
daughter, Eliza. Decent, quiet people, they were very zealous in their
religious observances; nearly every morning Isabel would hear one or two
(If them stealing out of the house at six o'clock or earlier, to obey the
summons of the bell of the convent chapel, which was close by.
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During the Baldwin's stay, the master of the house became' very
seriously, ill. One day, when Mr. Baldwin was engaged with friends,
Isabel came in from the town alone, and stopped in the passage to ask
Eliza how her father was. .. Oh, it's very bad indeed he is, miss," said
the girl; .. the priest's just been here, a~d made him all ready for the
end! "

Isabel hardly knew what to say to this; making no reply' at all, she
went upstairs to her room to take off her things. Suddenly there was a
scream f,:om the room next door, where the invalid lay. Isabel rushed
in. .. Oh! he's dying," cried the poor wife; .. call Eliza, quick."
Isabel ran out on to the landing, and leaning over the banisters, called
for Eliza, who caMe tearing up. Isabel went in, too, to see if she could
help; and instantly the bedroom seemed to fill with people. Besides
Mrs. O'Brien and Eliza and Isabel, there was the servant, a nun from
the convent, a lawyer with an unsigned will in his hand, and two or three
men. Evidently they had all been awaiting the summons in the room
below. .. It's too late," said the lawyer, glancing at the bed. .. Let us
pray," said the nun; and they all fell on their knees, Isabel among them.
.. Lord, have mercy on him," said !he nun, and all the company repeated
the words after her. .. Christ have mercy on him," went on the nun;
.. Holy Mary have mercy on him." .. None but Christ! .. exclaimed
Isabel; .. Christ have mercy on him!" .. Where's the holy water? "
said the nun, moving forward on her knees to the table. .. Don't bother
about that," said Isabel; .. the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all
sin. Christ have mercy on him!" .. Yes," came gaspingly from the
dying man, .. Christ have mercy--! " and he drew his last breath.

There was a moment's pause. .. He's gone! " said the man of the
law, and immediately left the room, followed by all the rest except the
poor widow. Isabel drew Eliza into the drawinb-rooni, where tea was
waiting, and tried to persuade her to have a cup. Both girls were
excited and overwrought after the scene they had just witnessed. Eliza
began with tears to praise the dead man's virtues; there never was a
better father, she said. Isabel sympathised with her, agreeing that it was
a comfort to have such happy m~mories. .. But you know," she added,
':, when you come to die, it won't help you in the least to know you've
been a good daughter; the only thing that matters then is to know that
Christ is your Saviour." .. Oh, we've every consolation," said Eliza;

• .. wasn't the priest with him not ten minutes before he died?" .. Oh,
I do hope Christ was with him," answered Isabel.

Mrs. O'Brien came in, and Eliza flung her arms around her4nother,
sobbing words of comfort. .. The priest hadn't been gone ten minutes,
mother dear-he can't have committed any mortal sin in that time!
We've every consolation." Isabel could not bear to think that her friends
should delude themselves in this way, and later in the evening, when she
got hold of Elizaagain, she tried to show her that none but Christ can
save from sin.. The Irish girl was greatly affected, and she seemed at
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last to get a glimmering of the truth that salvation cannot in any way
depen.d upon the offices of a priest, but only upon the atoning death of
the Lord Jesus, applied to the sinner's heart by the work of the Holy
Ghost. She willingly knelt down beside- Isabe\' whilst the English girl
poured out her heart in prayer for the fatherless Eliza.

But during the next day Of two, Eliza must have been warned against
the Protestant girl's influence, for she refused. point-blank to begin any
more religious discussions. .. I can't speak about such things," she said,
turning. away from Isabel; but then with great emotion she added,
.. Only I'll never forget what you said the night my dear father died."

.. When the last trumpet's voice shall sound,
Oh may I then in Him be found;
Robed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the Throne.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand."

DAMARIS.

HEBRON.

CALEB evidently did not think that although he was eighty-five, he was
past receiving birthday presents: on the contrary, he asked for an

•unusua\1y large libation. He asked Joshua for" this mountain." He
had hoped for its possession for forty years, since the Lord had spoken
to him of it when they went to spy out the land. Caleb recounted to
Joshua at length (Joshua rea\1y knew it a\1) what had been said to him
at Kadesh-Barnea. And Joshua blessed him and gave him the mountain,
and Hebron was his. How long he lived afterwards we may not know,

. but we may be sure that if he had many happy returns of the day, he
would still be praising, blessing and thanking God, Whom he followed
fully. It was not as a pl,ace of quiet retirement that he wanted .. the
hill country," as it is elsewhere called; it was his ambition to drive out
the Anakims-the enemies of God and of Israel. Now the fulfilment
of his hope which had lain in his hear~ a\1 through the weary wandering
01 the wilderness was before him. But in spite of the promise and
everything else that had sustained him for so long, he still wanted present
help and strength, so he said, •., If so be the Lord will be with me, then
I shall be able to drive them out, as the Lord said." Forthwith he drove
out (it does not say" slew") the three sons of the giant Anak.

This history of Caleb is given to us three times over, and I was struck
also with the fact that we are repeatedly told that the name of Hebron'
was Kirjath-arba at the fir~t, .. which Arba was a great man among the
Anakims." It was Kirjath-Arba in Abraham's days, when he lived a
stranger in a strange land. The' friend of God' was a stranger in the
pface of his sojourning, just as a: living soul is not at h~me with the old
natural heart that inhabits his mortality.. But he will yet possess-his
posseS6ions in the promised' land when he wakes to' the life immortal,
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when he reache~ the country where there is neither Anak nor Arba.
So call it no more Kirjath-A,ba, call it Hebron: for the Lord had·dealt
bountifully and triumphantly. With Hebron at his feet, Caleb"'called in
the help of his nephew Othniel-took Debir, and enriched his family
therewith. And presently Hebron was adopted as a city of refuge, and
given to the Aaronites. I should think that Caleb was thankful as he
rested from his labours in the quiet .. fields and villages .. left to him, that
while the Lord had not denied him the long request of his heart, He had
now, knowing his frame, taken him from the noise of the city, making it:
His own. They must have been happy days in the hill country, when
the heathen were cast out, that Israel might come in; and happy days for
our country when the popish ·Anaks and Arbas were dispossessed to
make way for the men of God and of truth. Between these two mighty
works of God, another woke the same hill· country of Judea when Mary
came and saluted Elizabeth, and when it was 'tioised abroad that the
Lord God had visited and redeemed His people and had raised up for
them a horn of salvation in the house of His servant David.

FOLLOWER-ON.

CHRIST'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS ERROR.

(From" Watchword and Truth... for December, 1899. Reprinted b))'
reques~ of an esteemed redder of the" Gos:pel M,agazrne." The Editor
of .. Watchw.ord and Truth" was Dr. Robed Cameron, of Boston,

Mass).
THE Editor of the Record of Christian w.or/r sent a letter to a number
of prominent Christians asking for a reply to the following question:

.. What was the teaching of Christ regarding His disciples' attitude·
towards error, and towards those who held erroneous doctrines? ..

The October number contains the answers. We could not help
wondering how Mr. D. L. Moody felt when he found himself side by
side and agreeing with .. lan Maclaren .. and Lyman Abbott, who head
the list. Everyone of these distinguished men hedges, winces, wabbles.
and dodges the issue, except Drs. Pierson and T orrey. It is not like
these two men to fear anything but sin or anyone but God. Dr. Pierson
in his unanswerable answer first quotes Christ's own searching word~ in
Matt. vii. 15-29, and then adds:

1. It warns of false prophets.

2. It warns of their disguise (sheep's clothing), and their true:
character-ravenous wolves.

3. It gives a criterion: .. By their fruits ye shall know them."

4. It warns against confusion-professions and possessions of
loyalty.

5. It warns because of the ultimate judgment.
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6. It bids us beware of building on any foundation .but truth.

7. It teaches us how our eternal state depends on fidelity to truth.

Rev. R. A. T orrcy, President of Chicago Bible Institute, lets day-
light into the darkness and unconsciously rebukes his chief for saying that
Christ's " method of dealing with error was to largely ignore it, letting it
melt away in the warm 'glow of the full intensity of truth expressed in
love." This is' a good definition with' some slight modificatioris. First,
Christ did not ," ignore" error, he faced it, 'exposed it and rebuked it.
Second, error does not "melt away," but, it grows, multiplies and
spawns. It is a poison needing an antidote, a disease needing a physician,
a noxious weed needing a plowshare,and an outgrowth of depravity that
must be regenerated or burned up by the wrath of God on the judgment
day. God bless Mr. T orrey for his brave, true and manly words which
follow:

" Your' question is both important and timely. There was never a
time when error was more abundant ,or more bold than in our day. We
are not left t6 our own speculation in giving an answer. The Bible is
very plain. What the teaching of Christ is is plain from Christ's own
action in the matter, and from the action of His immediate disciples who
were taught by Him.

" (1) Christ and His immediate disciples immediately attacked,
exposed and denounced error. We are constantly told in our day that
we ought not to attack error, but' simply teach the truth. This is the
method of the coward and trimmer; it was not the method of Christ. For
example, in John viii. 21, 24, Jesus attacked the error ~f those who
denied His divinity, saying that they should die of their sins, and could
not go whither He went. In the forty-seventh verse of the same chapter
He declared that those who did not receive His teachings were not of
Cod. In the twenty-third chapter of Matthew, He denounced error of
the mere formalist and ceremonialist in the sternest terms. ' Woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites.'

" These will serve as an example of Christ's treatment. of error.' As
to that of His disciples, whole books were devoted to the exposing and
destruction of error-e.g., the Epistle to the Galatians. The Apostle
John, in I John ii. 22, 23, declares that the one who denied the
Messiahship and divinity of Christ was a lia!' and the anti-Christ. (See
Re'vised Version). In the opening verses of the fourth chapter of the
same epistle he exposes and denounces the error of Christian Scientists
d that day. ,

" (2) The apostles of Jesus Christ did not hesitate to c.all teachers of
error by name, and to warn men against them (2 Tim. ii. 17-18).

" (3) The apostles, directly taught of Christ, taught explicitly that
the mouths of those who tallght false doctrines must be stopped (Titus
i. 11). .

"This way of dealing with error and tho~e who hold erroneous
doctrines is not the way that most of us would like to purs~e, for many

/
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of these teachers of error are very genial genfiemen; but it is not a
question of what the method is we would like to pursue, but the method
of the Bible plainly teaches us to pursue. It is high time we took our
stand on Bible ground. By pursuing the other policy we have allowed
error to creep into the church, and many weak-minded men and women
have been swept away by it. Of course we are to take into account the
character of the error, whether it is fundamental or not. On minor points
we cannot afford to have discussion. (Rom. xiv. 1-5). We are also
to take into account the spirit of him who holds the error. One may
hold every fundamental error simply through ignorance; in that case he
is to be instructed in all patience. N athaniel was in the most fundamental
error, but he was an earnest seeker after truth; and the Saviour patientlY
led him out into the light (John i. 43-51).

.. In all our opposition to error we are to show a spirit of gentleness
and meekness (2 Tim. ii. 25); but meekness does not mean compromise.
Many_attack error with such violence and bitterness as to make friends
for it. The Unitarian who invites .a believer in the deity of Christ on to
his platform for fellowship and worship stultifies himself; for if the
Unitarian is right the worshipper of Jesus Christ is an idolator. 'On the
other hand, the believer in the deity of Christ who invites a Unitarian
on to his platform for fellowship and worship stultifies himself; for if he

- is right. the Unitarian is a blasphemer and promulgator of the most
fundamental of lies (1 John ii. -22, 23, R.y.).

Yours very truly,
E. Northfield, Mass. R. A. TORREY."

THE DIVINE DECREES IN RELATION TO MEN AND

THINGS.

(EXTRACT FROM A SERMON BY THE FAMOUS SCOTTISH DIVINE,
THOMAS BOSTON. FROM" THE FREE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE,"

MARCH, 1947, PP. 207-8).

GOD has ;decreed every thing relating to the lot and condition of each
particular. ( 1) He has decreed the time and place of their birth,
whether it should be under the law or gospel, in a land of light or dark
ness; whether among the savage Indians of America, or among the more
polite and civilised people of Europe; whether among Mohamedans,
Papists, or Protestants, All this was decreed by the Lord, .. who has
made of one blood all the nations of men, to dwell on the face of the
earth, and has determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of
their habitation" (Acts xii. 26).

(2) He has decreed every man's lot and condition, whether it be high
or low, rich or poor, noble or ignoble, learned or unlearned. He ha3
determined the trade or employment they should follow, the particulars
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they should b~take themselves to. Many times God's providence over
rules men's purposes and designs for fulfilling His own counsels. Matters
are sometimes strangely wheeled about, so that not what we or ~ur parents
designed, but what God has purposed shall take place. Amos was
meanly emploved at first, but God designed him for a more honourable

, \

calling; he was taken from the office of a herdman and gatherer of
iycamore fruit, and invested with a commission to prophesy to the peopJe
of Israel (Amos vii. 14, 15). David followed the ,ewes and, it is said,
never raised his thoughts to higher things in the days of his youth; but
God made him the royal shepherd of a better flock (Ps. lxxviii. 70, 71).
The most of the apostles were fishermen; but Christ called them to' a
more high and eminent station, even to be extraordinary officers in His
Church, and fishers of men. (3) God has decreed what relations men
shall have in the world. Their wives and children are appointed for
them. Hence said Abraham's servant (Gen. xxiv.): .. Let the same
be the-, woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master's son."
That such a woman' rather than any other, should be the wife to such a
man, is by the appointment of heaven. Men's children are also decreed
by God. Hence said Eve (Gen. iv. 24): "God has appointed me
another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain s1ew." And, says the Psalmist
(Ps. cxxvii. 3): .. Lo, the children are the heritage of the Lord." God
determines the number and names of every man's children. (4) All the
comforts of men's lives are under the divine appointment, both thos'e
temporal and spiritual. Hence says the prophet (Isa. xxvi. I): .. We
have a strong city: salvation will God ~ppoint for walls and bulwarks."
(5) All men's afflictions are determined by the decrees of heaven (Mic.

- vi. 9): .. Hear ye the rod and who has appointed it." Such are public
calamities and distresses, as war, famine and pestilence, all bodily pains
and sickness, poverties and pinching straits, and whatever is grievous
and afflictive to men. None of ~hese spring out of the dust, or come by
chance. The kind and nature of people's troubles, their measure and
degree, time and, season, continuance and duration, and all' the circum
stances of them, are determined and weighed in the scales of His eternal
counsel. Hence says the apostle (I Thes. iii. 3): .. No man should be
moved by these afflictions: for yoti yourselves know that we are

.. appointed thereto." (6) The time of every man's life in the world is ,
appointed. Hence says Job vii. I : .. Is there not an appointed time for
man upon earth? arc not his days also like the days of an hireling? ,.
And, says the same great man (xiv. 5): .. His days are determined,
and the number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his
bounds that he cannot pass," The 'term of our life is fixed and limited,
our days are determined and our months numbered. Hence David prays
(Ps. xxxix.): .. Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure of
my days, what it is: that I may know how frail I am," .. Our days
are measured; they are as appointed" (I Pet. ii. 8). .. The foundation
of God standeth sure, having this seal, the U;rd knoweth them that are
His. And let everyone that nameth the /lame of Christ depart from
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iniquity. But in a great hous'e there are not only vessels of gold. and of
silver. but also of wood and. of earth; and some to honour. and some. to> '
dishonour" (2 Tim. ii. 19'. 20). In lude. verse 4. we read of
.. ungodly men. who were of old ordained' to condemnation." And in
Rom. ix. we read of .. vessels of mercy; which God has afore prepared:
unto glory: and of vessels fitted for destruction."

lRetJie\un anti Jaoticen of 15ookn.
THE MILLENIAL TEMPLE OF EZEKIEL'S PROPHECY. By James

Payne. Pp. 20. Price 4d. (George H. Fromow. 9 Milnthorpe
Road. Chiswick. W.4).

THE author of this pamphlet has evidently devoted a large amount of
time and care in giving a detailed account ,of the prophecy in Ezekiel,
concerning a remarkable Temple. A plan of the Temple accompanies
the pamphlet. Students of Scripture differ greatly as to the meaning of
this prophecy. Probably many will read this pamphlet with great

.interest. and yet they will feel that they cannot' dogmatise as to its
meaning. They will .therefore prefer to confine their expositions of
-Scripture to those many portions of the Word of God which are
'comparatively simple and plain to the humble student of the sacred
,~hptures.

itE~YPT, PALESTINE AND SYRIA. THEIR PROSPECTS IN

~, PROPHECY. By the late B. W. Newton. Pp. 20. Price 4d.
L I (Mr. G. H. Fromow. 9 Milnthorpe Road. Chiswick. London.

W.4). \
THIS pamphlet was written nearly TOO years 'ago and was part of a
larger work. The foreword says it .. reads as though written in this
year 1947. an evidence that the author was taught of God's' Holy
Spirit in the divinely inspired Word of God."

Some of the headlines are, .. Europe dreads Asiatic power under'
Russia," .. Egypt in Isaiah xix...... Islam as God's sword of judgment,"

, .. Egypt will nationally revive." .. Egypt and Greece will be kingdoms...·
and .. Ten kingdoms united in a Federal system."

Remarkable new developments in the nations of the world are taking
place and this pamphlet will surely interest many as they notice what is.
taking place before their eyes.
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