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~lJe jfamilp ~ortion:

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT•

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourseives are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

THE LORD AND THE POOR AND NEEDY

" For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now
will I arise, saith the Lord; I will set him in safety from him
that puffeth at: him."-PsALM xii. 5.

THIs Psalm begins with a cry for help. "Help, Lord," David says.
He was feeling lonely. "The godly man ceaseth," was his
experience. "The faithful fail from among the children of men."
This is often the experience of God's people. They are walking in
the narrow way and" few there be that find it." In some parts of
the narrow way the journey is more lonely than in other parts.
Some villages contain less of the godly than others, and some parts
of towns and cities contain less godly people than do other parts.
The result is that the loneliness of some is greater than the loneli
ness of others. When David wrote this Psalm he felt that the godly
in his neighbourhood were diminishing in number, and he felt all
the more need for help from the Lord. Our Lord teaches us that
the narrow way which leads to life is always less populous than the
broad way" that leadeth to destruction." We need therefore to be
content to be somewhat lonely if we are walking in the pathway to
heaven. Those saints of God who have many of God's people near
at hand have cause for thankfulness for the opportunity of having
fellowship with real, genuine believers. Yet all God's people, how
ever few may be their godly neighbours, have reason to rejoice.
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No member of God's redeemed family is fully alone. All believers
can say, "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble: Therefore will not we fear ... The Lord of hosts is with
us; the God of Jacob is our refuge" (Psalm xlvi. 1,2,6). More
over, He Himself hath said to His people, to each member of His
family, " I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee, so that we may
boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man
shall do unto me." If, like, David, we cry, "Help, Lord," we may
be sure He will respond to our cry. He says, "Fear thou not: for
I am with thee; be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of My righteousness" (Isaiah xli. 10). He is with
all His people, however lonely. He will strengthen and help them
all, and uphold them with His Own right hand. Ye poor and needy
of God's family, call to mind that He is indeed with you at all
times to strengthen, help, and uphold you. Unseen to you, He is
always near. "The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him,
to all that call upon Him in truth." And" He will fulfil the desire
of them that fear Him. He aso will hear their cry, and will save
them" (Psalm cxlv. 18, 19).

We remember a godly woman in Lancashire who wanted us to
call on her about something, and while she was in her kitchen she
realised that the Lord was with her. and said to Him. " Send him
in, Lord," and the Lord did send us in, though we did not know
at first it was in answer to the godly woman's prayer. What a
mercy it is that the Lord is with us. Do We not need to realise
His presence more, and to rejoice in it, and to have no doubt in our
minds that He is verily near us? We are warranted to say to Him,
with the certainty that He hears what we say. "Thou art near, 0
Lord" (Psalm cxix. 151). How much comfort we miss by failing
to realise that He is verily with us and near us. Looking closely at
the verse at the head of this" Family Portion," we are taught many'
comforting truths concerning our ever-present God.

1. First, we learn that the Lord knows the oppression from
which His people may be suffering.

He speaks of "the oppression of the poor." The Lord's poor
may sometimes be suffering from hardship, burdensome treatment,
and He knows all about it. When the Lord's ancient people were
suffering in Egypt, thc Lord appeared to Moses in the bush, and
said, "I have surely seen the affliction of My people which
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their task
masters for I know their sorrows." Are ye numbered amongst His
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people, and are ye suffering from hardship in some way, and are
you crying unto your God and Father about your trials? If so, be
assured that He knows all about your trials, whatever they are.
He knows the peculiar sorrows· of your hearts. When ]oseph was in
Potiphar's house, suffering from the cruel treatment of his brethren,
we read that the Lord was with him. When, later on, his master,
listening to the calumny of his wife, put ]oseph into prison, we read,
"The Lord was with ]oseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison" (Genesis xxxix.
2, 21). Thus the Lord knows the trials from which His people may
be suffering. David realised this, and said, "Lord, all my desire
is before Thee; and my groaning is not hid from Thee." Our
inward and perhaps inaudible groans are known to Him.

2. Secondly, we learn that our sighs are noticed by Him.

Not only the outward hardships, but the very sighs of His people
are noticed by Him. Of course, we ought to encourage ourselves in
the Lord our God, and not give way unduly to our troubles. We
need to say, "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be
afraid; for the Lord ]ehovah is my strength and my song; He also
is become my salvation." "Have faith in God," Christ says to His
people. Yet there are times in our experience when we feel
oppressed and "the sighing of the needy" may express our ex
perience. In such circumstances we may rightly take comfort from
the knowledge that the Lord knoweth our sorrows and is concerned
to bring about our deliverance.

3. Thirdly, notice what the Lord says, when He sees His people
oppressed, and is cognisant of .their sighs.

He says, " Now will I arise." At times the Lord may seem to be
indifferent to our troubles. He is testing our faith. When the
woman of Canaan came to the Lord and sought His mercy, telling
Him that her daughter was grievously vexed with a devil, He at
first" answered her not a word." Then, in answer to His disciples,
and in her hearing, He said, " I am not sent but tmto the lost sheep
of the house of Israel." There was no encouragement there for the
poor woman of Canaan. She knew she was not numbered amongst
the house of Israel. However, she persevered and came and
worshipped Him, saying, "Lord, help me." Then came another
discouraging answer. "It is not meet to take the children's bread,
and to cast it to dogs." Yet the Lord left the door open for the
poor woman to take the place of a dog. Hence she said, "Truth,
Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their master's
table." Then the Lord, having thus tested this poor woman's faith,
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seems to arise from His apparent indifference, and" He answered
and said unto her, 0 woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee
even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that
very hour" (Matthew xv. 22-28). Thus the Lord's poor and needy
ones ought always to pray and not to faint. "Shall not God avenge
His Own elect, which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear
long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily"
(Luke xviii. 7, 8).

We read that the Lord Jesus" sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high" (Hebrews i. 3). Yet, when Stephen, full of the
Holy Ghost, looked up into heaven, he saw" Jesus standing on the
right hand of God." The Lord had in effect said, "Now will I
arise." He rose, so to speak, to uphold and strengthen His poor and
needy servant in his hour of deepest trial. Will He not still arise
again and again for the comfort and help of His poor and needy
people?

Not only, however, will the Lord arise. He says, "I will set
him in safety from him that puffeth at him." I will save him from
him that holds him in extreme contempt. The Lore! says of His
people, " If ye were of the world, the world would love his own:
but because ye are not of. the world, but I have chosen you out of
the world, therefore the world hateth you" (John xv. 19). The
world hated Christ, and no wonder the world more or less hates
Christ's people, holds them in contempt. But what a comfort it is
that God's love to His people is eternal. Hence He arises and says,
"I will set them in safety from them that puff at them." Hide
yourselves in Him, then, ye people of the Lord. Trust in His
almighty arm. Be assured that if God be for you, none can be
successfully against you.

4. Note also that God's words of promise to the poor and needy
are pure and reliable.

The sixth verse of the Psalm says,'" The words of the Lord are
pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven
times." His words of promise, therefore, to the poor and needy
are pure, sincere, and reliable. "What He hath promised He is able,
to perform." Hath He promised to set His people in safety froIn
their enemies? He is able and willing to fulfil His promise. David
was fully persuaded of this. He said, "Thou shalt keep them, 0
Lord, Thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever"
(Psalm xii. 7). Even while we are finishing this article a letter came
which demonstrated that" the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." I

j
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"Such pity as a father hath
Unto his children dear;

Like pity shows the Lord to such
As worship Him in fear.

For He remembers we are dust,
And He our frame well knows.

Frail man, his days are as the grass,
As flower in field he grows."

• Be of go()d cheer, then, ye poor and needy of God's family. He
takes notice of you. He knows all your circumstances. He knows
your needs. "0 fear the Lord, ye His saints: for there is no want
to them that fear Him" (Psalm xxxiv. 9).

THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicaraglf, (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.

3Jn.9\atmortam.

THE LATE MRS. ]. SYMONS OF BRISTOL

ON the Lord's Day, April 4th, 1948, our dear sister, Mrs.']. Symons,
passed into the immediate presence of her Lord. Although her earthly
tabernacle is dissolved, yet to those who knew her best in the flesh, she
will always remain a fragrant memory. She was one of those choice
souls who, through divine grace and unmerited mercy, passed through
much tribulation to inherit the prepared Kingdom.

Her friendship was an inspiration to all thos~ who love His name,
and think upon His commandments to do them. She (like Dorcas)
was full of good works and alms deeds which she did, and with the
inspired writer of the Proverbs, we can truly say, .. She looked well to
the ways ·of her household, and in her tongue was the law of kindness."
Her children, too, can truly .. Rise up and call her blessed."

The Church militant, here on earth, will greatly miss her in all
things connected with its life. and service. May the Lord, in His
gracious providence, raise up many more such gracious witnessses to His
saving and redeeming love.

-HERBERT F. STEVENS,

ARTHUR W. BRITTON,

Churchwardens,
St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, Bristol.

.an -
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SALVATION

L

" And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name
of the Lord shall be saved."-ACTs ii. 21.

THESE words occur in the prophecy of Joel (chap. ii. 28-32). The
prophecy was partially fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, when God
poured out His Spirit on Apostles and others. Not only did God
on that occasion pour His Spirit on the infant Church, but He
saved about three thousand who were on that day added unto
them, and we read, "The Lord added to the Church daily such as
should be saved" (Acts ii. 41,47). The promise of salvation given
in the words which head these" Wayside Notes" was frequently
and greatly fulfilled in Apostolic times, and it has been fulfilled
more or less greatly ever since. To an awakened sinner it is now a
gracious and precious assurance that "whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be saved." Salvation is the chief blessing
which poor sinners need. The world at large thinks lightly of it.
It would seem that indifference to the blessings of salvation is
becoming more widespread. Thousands, probably millions, are set
upon money-making. Immense SUIIlS' are spent upon football pools,
and immense numbers are filled with a love of money which is a
root of all evil. It is really the sin of covetousness which is idolatry.
The emptiness of places of worship indicates that a former reverence
for the Sabbath is increasingly dying out. Moreover, the Gospel of
salvation from the wrath to come has little or no place in the minds
of the vast multitude, and what was true of ancient prophets is
becqming increasingly true of faithful ministers of the Gospel.
Noah was" a preacher of righteousness," but his testimony seems
to have been wholly rejected, and we read of the later prophets that
God's ancient people" mocked the messengers of God and despised
His words, and misused His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord
arose against His people, till there was no remedy" (2 Chronicles
xxxvi. 16). Therefore the Lord brought upon them terrible judg
ments. Dear friends, we feel that the professedly Christian
countries are lapsing into heathenism, and the world at large is
being punished for its manifold transgressions and mighty sins. Is
not this state of things a loud call to the genuine people of God? '
Do we not need to sigh and cry for the abominations that be done
in the lands? Do we not need to walk very humbly before God
and to tremble at His Word, and to come out more from the world
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ourselves, and walk in greater separation from the evils that
abound?

Yet, in spite of the world, the flesh, and the devil, it is still true
that" whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved."
There is still hope for every poor penitent sinner who, through
divine grace, calls upon the name of the Lord.

The words of the prophet quoted by Peter speak of salvation.
There is no greater blessing for a sinner. What will it profit if we
gain the whole world and lose our souls? The sinner needs sarva
tion from the penalty of sin, and the saint needs daily salvation from
the power of sin, and the God of salvation promises salvation to all
sorts and conditions of men. This subject occupies a prominent
place in the Acts of the Apostles. The word "Saviour" is men
tioned twice (Acts v. 31; xiii. 23). The word "salvation" is
mentioned five times. Peter uses the word once (Acts iv. 12). Paul
uses it three times (Acts xiii. 26, 46, 47; xxviii. 28). The damsel at
Philippi also uses the word (Acts xvi. 17). The verb" to save" is
used many times, the first mention being in Acts ii. 21.

Let us seek in dependence on the Spirit's guidance to consider this'
great subject of salvation. It concerns all our readers at home and
abroad. It might be said that it is far more important than any
other subject that can occupy our attention.

" Salvation! 0 the joyful sound!
'Tis pleasure to our ears!

. A sovereign balm for every wound,
A cordial for our fears."

1. First, think of the meaning of salvation.

Salvation is often used of temporal deliverance. When the
children of Israel were pursued by the Egyptians they needed salva
tion from their enemies, and Moses said to them, "Fear ye not,
stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will show
you to-day; for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall
see them again no more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you,
and ye shall hold your peace." That promise was marvellously
fulfilled, and Moses and the children of Israel were able to sing,
" The Lord is my strength and song, and He is become my salvation.
. . . Thy right hand, 0 Lord, is become glorious in power: Thy
right hand, 0 Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. . . . The
enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil;
my lust shall be satisfied upon them: I will draw my sword, my
hand shall destroy them. Thou didst blow wiah Thy wind, the sea
covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters" (Exodus

....
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Xlll. 13, 14; xiv. 2, 6, 9, 10). It is a great mercy that God can
save His people from bodily dangers, but far greater is the mercy
which saves sinners from the wrath to come. It is a faithful saying
that "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." The
salvation-which a sinner needs is salvation from the wages of sin,
the eternal penalty which awaits an unforgiven sinner. This salva
tion is referred to in the words, " Him (the Lord Jesus Christ) hath
God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for
to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Acts v. 30, 31).

Except we repent we shall all perish, but here we read of a
Saviour Who gives repentance, and Who gives forgiveness of sins.
If the Lord gives a poor sinner repentance and follows that with
the forgiveness of all his sins, that surely is salvation. It is salvation,
eternal salvation from sin's penalty. It is this great blessing which
the exalted Redeemer gives. The Father exalted Him to the right
hand of the majesty on high that He might be a Prince and a
Saviour to poor helpless sinners. "Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). Let us remember
that Christ alone is the Saviour. He alone saves. We do not save
ourselves. He alone brings about that change of mind which is
needed in every sinner. He gives a new heart and a new spirit. He
by His Spirit convicts of sin, and leads the sinner to feel his need
of forgiveness, and leads him to forsake his evil way and return
unto the Lord seeking for forgiveness. In fact He goes after the
lost sheep until He finds it. Then He places it on His' shoulder
rejoicing and brings it back from his wanderings. It is through His
saving power and grace that" joy shall be in heaven over one sinner
that repenteth." Along with repentance toward God there is given
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, and to every such sinner it is
said, "Whosoever believeth in Him (Christ) shall receive remission
of sins" (Acts x. 43). Has this great blessing come to you, ye who
read this magazine? If so ye are saved, and ye can say, "God
hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to His Own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Timothy
i. 9). How we need always to acknowledge that we are saved not
according to our works, but " according to His Own purpose and
grace." "Not of works, lest any man should boast." Thus we
must always say, "Salvation belongeth unto the Lord" (Psalm iii.
8). It is He that hath saved us, not we who have saved ourselves.

t
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" Salvation is of God alone;
'Tis He Who breaks the heart of stone,
Who makes self-righteousness to cease,
And gives the troubled conscience peace.

" Salvation is of God alone;
This truth let all His people own,
And to His name the praise be given
By saints on earth, and saints in heaven."

(Thomas Kelly).

2. Secondly, think of the kind of sinners the Lord Jesus saves.

The Gospel of salvation is to be preached to every creature.
Him Whom God exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour commanded
His servants, "that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem."
Thus no nation is to be excluded from the news of this great salva
tion. The Apostles were to begin at Jerusalem. On the day of
Pentecost" there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out
of very nation under heaven." They were gathered there to keep
the feast of Pentecost. A short time before they had gathered
there to keep the feast of the Passover. On that occasion they had
publicly rejected Him Whom God had sent to be the Saviour.
They had said, "Away with Him, let Him be crucified." They
were guilty of the great sin of crucifying the Lord of glory. Yet
He said to His Apostles: Preach the forgiveness of sins to these
Jerusalem sinners. Let it be known to them that through Christ is
" preached unto them the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that
believe are justified from all things" (Acts xiii. 38, 39). To the
people of Israel it was to be said, "Whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be saved." The same message was to be
proclaimed to all the Gentiles, the other nations of the earth. The
Gospel is "the power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Romans i. 16).
In his first sermon in the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia, Paul
said, "Men and brethren, ~hildren of the stock of Abraham, and
whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salva
tion sent." Then in his second sermon he said, "It was necessary
that the word of God should first have been spoken unto you: but
seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of ever
lasting life, 10, we turn to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord
commanded us, saying, I have set Thee to be a light to the Gentiles,
that Thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth"
(Acts xiii. 26, 46, 47). In fact, it pleased God to separate Paul

PI:iiOiOi!l
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from his mother's womb and call him by His grace, and reveal His
Son in him, that he might preach Him among the Gentiles. (See
Acts ix. 15; Galatians i. 15,16). He was a chosen vessel unto
Christ to bear His name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the
children of Israel. What an infinite mercy it is, dear readers, that
it was and is the divine purpose that the Gospel should be made
known not to Jews only, but to all the nations of the earth. Hence
it is said to-day to all sorts and conditions of men, "Whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved." To whatever
continent we belong, Europe, Asia, Africa, America or Australia,
the Word of the Gospel comes through the written and spoken
word and says, "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved." Am I a poor, hell-deserving sinner, and will
Christ hear me if I call upon His name? Yes, verily, He Himself
says, "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37). He
will welcome" any him," as John Bunyan says, "any him." You
may feel that you are the chief of sinners, yet, if you come to Him,
He will hear your call, and He will in no wise cast you out. What
cheering news is this to a poor sinner who is longing for forgiveness.

" Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;

Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity joined with power j --/

He is able,
He is willing; doubt no more.

"Come, ye weary, heavy laden,
Lost and ruined by the Fall;

If you tarry till you're better
You will never come at all.

Not the righteous,
Sinners Jesus came to call." (Joseph Hart).

It is no small matter to call on the name of the Lord. The
Apostle Paul says, " How then shall they call on Him in Whom they
have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of Whom
they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?
And how shall they preach, except they be sent? ... So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God" (Romans x.
13-17).

You will not call upon Him unless you believe in Him, and you
will not believe in Him unless you have heard about Him. Thus,
they who call upon Him are they who believe in or have faith in
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Him. They trust in His merits. They have" faith in His blood."
Hence they can say, "In Whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace"
(Ephesians i. 7). If your sins are forgiven, through faith in His
blood, you are saved. What greater blessing could you have?

3. Thirdly. think of the means which God uses to save His
people.

Evidently God uses the preacher of the Gospel. '~How then
shall they call on Him in Whom they have not believed? and how
shall they believe in Him of Whom they have not heard? and how
shall they hear without a preacher?" The reading of the Word
may, and often does, issue in the salvation of the reader, but the
preaching of the Gospel is an outstanding means by which sinners
are saved. "After that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
s~ve them that believe" (l Corinthians i. 21). The command of
the risen Saviour was, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the
Gospel to every creature." Our Lord expected that many would be
saved through hearing the Gospel preached. Hence He said, " He
t,hat believeth and is baptised shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned" (Mark xvi. 15, 16). How important it is.that
preachers should really preach the Gospel. We often hear of
sermons being destitute of the Gospel, and it is sadly true that
" hungry sheep look up and are not fed" with Gospel truth.

The preaching of the Gospel alone, however, does not bring about
the salvation of hearers. The power of the Lord must accompany
the preaching. The preacher himself cannot save his hearers. Not
only preaching but power is needed, power not human, but divine.
We read, « The Lord added to the Church daily such as should bs
saved" (Acts ii. 47). « Our Gospel," says the Apostle Paul, « came
not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance ... and ye became followers of us
and of the Lord, having received the Word in much affliction, with
joy of the Holy Ghost" (1 Thessalonians i. 5, 6). Thus the
preachers of the Gospel need divine power to accompany the Word
spoken. We read of some laymen preaching in Antioch, and" The
hand of the Lord was with them: a great number believed, and
turned unto the Lord" (Acts xi. 21). What need, then, there is for
prayer, both by the preacher and the believing members of the
congregation, that the quickening power of the Lord may accom
pany the preaching of the Gospel. Preachers, however excellent,
are absolutely helpless in themselves, and their cry to the Lord's
people is "praying always ... that utterance may be given un.to us,
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that we may open our mouths boldly, to make known the mystery
of the Gospel ... that therein we may speak boldly, as we ought to
speak." Again, their cry is, " Brethren, pray for us, that thc Word
of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified" (Ephesians vi.
18-20; 2 Thessalonians iii. 1). Preachers and writers, too, need the
regular prayers of God's people. Is there not need everywhere for
greater prayer for divine blessing? Preachers and believers need
always to pray and not to faint. The great Apostle Paul was
constrained to say in reference to his work of preaching the Gospel,
" Who is sufficient for these things?" True, preachers to-day ask
the same question, and feel their need of being upheld by the
prayers of God's people. There is certainly need that we should
all give ourselves to prayer.

4. In conclusion, what is the ground of salvation?
The Apostle Peter gives a clear answer to th,at question. He

says, "We believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
we shall be saved, even as they" (Acts xv. 11). We who are Jews
and they who are Gentiles shall be saved only through the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ. "Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakcs He became
poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich" (2 Corinthians
viii."9). Yes, grace led Him to become poor. Grace caused Him to
die on the cross. Grace caused Him to. give His life a ransom for
many. Grace caused Him to redeem His people from the curse of
the law, by being made a curse for His people. Grace led Him to
bear their sins in His Own body on the tree. Grace enables them to
say, "We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His grace." Hence we read, "By
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast"
(Ephesians ii. 8, 9).

" Grace! 'tis a charming sound!
Harmonious to the ear:

Heaven with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall hear.

" Grace first contrived a way
To save rebellious man,

And all the steps that grace display,
Which drew the wondrous plan.

"Grace first inscribed my name
In God's eternal book:

'Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb,
Who all my sorrows took.

t
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"Grace taught my soul to pray,
And pardoning love to know;

'Twas grace that kept me to this day,
And will not let me go.

"Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days:

It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise."

THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk. ,

EVENING READINGS..
By C. H. SPURGEON·

.. The Lord taketh pleasure in His people."-PsALM cxlix. 4.

How comprehensive is the love of Jesus! There is no part of His
people's interests which he does not consider, and there is nothing which
concerns their welfare which is not important to Him. Not merely does
He think of you, believer, as an immortal being, but as a mortal being
too. Do not deny it or doubt it: .. The very hairs of your head are all
numbered." .. The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and
He delighteth in his way." It were a sad thing for us if this ma.ntle of
love did not cover all our concerns, for what mischief might be wrought
to us in that part of our business which did not come under our gracious
Lord's inspection! Believer, rest assured that the heart of Jesus cares
about your meaner affairs. The breadth of His tender love is such that
you may resort to Him in all matters: for in all your afflictions He is
afflicted, and like as a father pitieth his children, so doth He pity you.
The meanest interests of all His saints are all borne upon the broad
bosom of the Son of God. Oh, what a heart is His, that doth not merely
comprehend the persons of His people, but comprehends also the diverse
and innumerable concerns of all those persons! Dost thou think, 0
Christian, that thou canst measure the love of Christ? Think of what
His love has brought thee-justification, adoption, sanctification, eterlllll
life! The riches of His goodness are unsearchable; thou shalt never
be able to tell them out or even conceive them. Oh, the breadth of the
love of Christ! Shall such a love as this have half our hearts? Shall it
have a cold love in return? Shall Jesus' marvellous lovingkindness and
tender care meet with but faint response and tardy acknowledgement?
o my soul, tune thy harp to a glad song of thanksgiving! Go to thy
rest rejoicing, for thou art no desolate wanderer, but a beloved child.
watched over. cared for, supplied, and defended by thy Lord.

..
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.. And on the Sabbath, We went out 'of the city b)) a river-side, where
prayer' was wont to be made; and We sat diQ'wn and spake unto the
women which resorted thither."-AcTS xvi. 13.

How blessedly and truly did dear Cowper sing of God's praying people:
.. Where' er they seek Thee, Thou art found, and every place is
hallowed ground." There is always " a mercy-seat" at hand for the
living and praying people of God, and oh! how they need it! Is there
ever a time when they can do without it? How could they (again
quoting a hymn familiar to us all), how could they " The hosts of hell
defeat" had not these suffering saints, these exercised children of God,
.. a mercYcseat"? And those early Christians, those saints of the
Apostolic days, found it to be their one retreat and hiding-place as they
sought the precious Mediator and poured out their hearts' complaints
before Him, and drew their comfort thence! Here, in the portion
before us, was a little company of believers-the writer of the Acts of the
ApOstles calls it " a colony," a Roman company, and they were, as all
the saints of God are, a marked people, a company living apart from the
multitude and dwelling alone as God's people always will have to. The
Apostles, who so providentially met with them, had had their waiting
times and testing times. Paul, with Silas, had gone through Syria and
Cilicia confirming the churches, and had by the Spirit been forbidden to
go unto Bithynia, whither they had assayed to go. In obedience to the
Divine leadings and deterrents, they were to prove how strong now
was the guiding hand of their God in all their dependence upon Him.
And so they hear the call in a vision, .. Come to Macedonia, and help
us "; and they, gathering that the Lord had called them to preach the
Gospel there, with a wiIiing mind, which is one of the
Lord's choice blessings to His obedient servants, "they came
with a straight course," passing by several cities on their
journey to Philippi, which is the chief city of Macedonia and a colony,
and there they were in that city abiding certain days, without, it would
seem, doing anything very important, but just in humble dependence
waiting upon their God for guidance as to what He would have
them to do. How little did they suppose what a cong-regation they
would have, and to whom the God of all their lives would lead them!
On this particu.lar occasion it was to no church nor building, but their
feet were led to a river-side, and to a little company of women who
resorted there. What a lovely scene is before us! It was a Sabbath
day, and oh, the blessed and hollowedness and calm of it! And
doubtless those women of Apostolic days found it to be their one retreat,
far from the city and its bustle and noise, here by a river-side to find
the quiet and fitting surroundings for the worship their souls were
desiring. It is a peaceful picture before us. Just that little company
gathered together in a quiet spot for worship and prayer and to find the
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Lord of the ~ sanctuary not confined to place nor means, but ever ready
to hear and answer prayer and accept their worship, offered in Spirit and
in truth. .. To Whom coming," writes the Apostle Peter, .. as unto a
living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and precious,
ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house an holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." As
an old writer says .. It is a high place that is given to the prayers of
saints. Every wish that the Holy Ghost breathes into the soul of a
believer is a voice which enters into the ear of God. If we have not the
spirit of supplication and thanksgiving, let us begin with the spirit of
confession." F or truly our need of prayer is as frequent as the moments
of the day, and as we grow spiritually our continual need of prayer will
be felt by us more and more. The Apostle set this forth when he told
of .. Epaphras. who is one of you, a servant of Christ, always labouring
fervently for you in prayers, that ye (the Colossian brethren) may stand
perfect and complete in all the will of God" (Col. ii. 12). We little
'know what we owe to the prayers of our God-sent ministers and the
saints! Oh, may you and I, dear reader, if and when, to our shame and
sorrow, we find ourselves growing slack in prayer, and neglecting the
mercy-seat may we seek the Lord afresh, seek Him urgently, and pray
even when we feel we cannot pray, and enjoin our souls to wait only
upon our God, remembering there is ever a need for prayer and a call for
prayer, a need in ourselves as poor, guilty, undone sinners, and a call
for prayer for our nation, our King, our rulers and all in authority,
beside the yearning desires we have for our own dear relatives and
frier.ds. Oh, prayer is a priceless privilege. May we realise it thus more
and more, and find our joy and reviving in the constant exercise of it.
Thus that was a sweet Sabbath of rest to those early believers, when
they made their way down to the river-side for prayer and worship, and
met with Lydia, whose heart the Lord opened. A quiet spot, a restful
attitude as away from the bustle of city life, and leaving the things of
the world of the previous day behind them, and cast upon their God.
There they found by Divine appointment their congregation. .. And we
sat down," says the Apostle, .. and spake unto the women who resorted
thither." How does a seemingly small providence often lead to great
results and to God's eternal glory! Lydia's heart is opened that she
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul, and when she was
baptised with her household, the fruits of grace are immediately evi
denced in her requests to the Apostle. .. If ye have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide there. And she
constrained us." What...a sweet surprise, what a graciously arranged
rest for the weary Apostles by their never-failing God, Who is full 'of
compassion and delighteth in mercy!

Oh, how well He knows the weakness of our frames, and oft-sadness
of our spirits! And He is just the same to-day as He was then. What
He did then for His dear servants, He can and does do for His way
worn servants to-day. He knows when His faithful messengers, who
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may have laboured long in his service, are growing weary at perhaps n04
seeing the fruitful results of their sowing. And in His tender love and
pity, He oft calls them aside, as He did His weary disciples, when He
was upon earth, to .. Come apart and rest awhile." When He says
.. Come," we may be sure that He is with them, and His presence is
salvation and the fellowship and communion of the saints upon earth for
our strengthening and up-building. And so the great Shepherd of His
sheep went before and gave these two dear Apostles a hallowed rest in
fellowship and communion with that little worshipping 'company on that
Sabbath, which was to prepare God's servants for the trials that would
soon follow them. A soothsaying damsel possessed with a spirit of
divination is the instrument used of God to bring about the further
suffering of these dear Apostles. When they had been brought before
the magistrates and beaten mercilessly and cast into prison, the Lord their
God now works another miracle of grace through their suffering, and

'glory is got to His dear name by the salvation of the keeper of the
prison, in whom the lovely fruits of grace are at once evidenced.

There we must J.eave the dear Apostles for the time and ask our
readers to read through this lovely story of grace, whilst we close this
brief meditation on prayer, that the Holy Spirit may stimulate us more
and more in the spirit of prayer as we daily learn our greater need of it,
with advancing years, and the sands of time fast running out, and the
enemies of our God so lively and strong, and the Apostasy already at
work. May all-prayer be the saints' weapon and the Throne of Grace
our constant place of repair, and our hearts encouraged when in a down
cast moment we are apt to cry, like ]acob, .. All these things are against
me." We shall find that. these things are the very instruments our God
is using to bring about in His eternal purpose His saints' deliverance,
and His eternal glory. He is the same Shepherd-King of Whom the
sweet Psalmist could testify, .. He leadeth me beside the still waters,"
waters of quietness-a place for meditation and prayer, which He so
well knows our restless hearts and perturbed spirits need. It is there
that He in His love and compassion revives our drooping faith and gives
us glimpses of that last river which is to be crossed. Like Christiana, of
Bunyan's Pilgrim, .. The day drew on that she must be gone. So the
road was full of people to see her on her last journey. But, behold, all
the banks beyond the river were full of horses and chariots, which were
come down from above to accompany her to the city gate. So she came
forth and entered the river, with a beckon of farewell to those that
followed her to the river-side. The last words she was heard to say
were, • I come, Lord, to be with Thee and bless Thee for ever.' "
. There are many experiences recorded of the saints, and varied are

those experiences in all ages. We shall find how in some cases they are
led by the still waters, and others are found to sit down by the waters of
sorrow and weep as they remember Zion. There are parting scenes
such as the great Apostle of the Gentiles experienced when his devoted
disciples followed Paul, .. sorrowing that they should see his face no
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more," and .. they accompanied him into the ship." After that he had
.. kneeled down and prayed with them all." But in each and every case
they would sweetly realise to their comfort that the Lord was there,
even their ]ehlorvah.Sham,mah, of all their pilgrimage, and how all must
pass through, as typical Israel of old, the Red Sea. Then," when the .
shore is gained at last, they will count the perils past." R.

SIGNS

.. J ONAH found a ship going to T arshish." I once heard the suggestion
that he found the ship much as we find our right platform and train
not just happening on it, but looking for it where it should be. Jonah
wanted to find transport in a direction opposite to that to which God had
commanded him, and T arshish answered his wish. It is evident that he
had had searchings of heart about his mission to Nineveh. It was not
to his mind, and in prayer to God he pleaded the divine beneficence that
spares rather than destroys. The children of faith (and Jonah was one
of them) do not always find it an easy, straight-forward, indisputable
matter to know what the Lord has said to them, to understand also
exactly what it means. E.ven the very disciples of Christ, when they
heard His Own voice, consulted amongst each other: .. What is this that
He saith?" We cannot tell what He saith, but in His Own tender
compassion He explained, and they said, .. Now we know."

But to return to the son of Amittai. He fled from the Lord, and
providence seemed to favour the flight. The ship for T arshish was the
very thing he wanted. This comes to us as a pattern of the fact that
though we are furthered in our enterprises by visible providences, we may
not take such as proofs that all will be smooth sailing afterwards.
David's heart-breaking uncertainties led to a happier throne than did all
the signs that encol\raged Saul when Samuel told him of his coming
kingship (I Samuel x.). Seven or more occurrences followed each
other as proofs that Samuel's word was the word of the Lord. Maybe
Hezekiah would have said that they were only everyday and natural
happenings. F or himself, he wanted something special. .. It is a light
thing for the shadow to go down ten degrees, nay, but let the shadow
return backward ten degrees." And Gideon wanted dew and drought
to contradict each other, that his trust and courage might be increased,
.. with the increase of God."

On one occasion the murmurings of the Israelites took the form of
questioning whether the Lord was amongst them or not. He had just.
introduced to them a daily and abundant provision of manna. Bl\t He
did not cast them off. He was stronger than they, and is stronger than
we are, blessed be God. He sees in His children's hearts, not signs
only, but infallibl~ proofs of His Own teachings, the goings of the
Spirit which 'display the love of God the Father, the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and the communion of the Holy Ghost.

-FOLLOWER-ON.
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THE APOSTLE AND HIGH. PRIEST OF OUR

PROFESSION

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH. BRISTOL,
BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON. RECTOR.

PART n.
.. Wherefore, holy brethren, parfJakers of the heavenly calling, consider

the Apostle and High Priest of our professWn, Christ Jesus."
-HEB. iii. I.

.. PARTAKERS of the heavenly calling"; now, as SQch... Consider," is
the exhortation. The word is very emphatic, it means .. to make
accurate," .. scrutinise" your object whatever it be that nothing escape
you, so consider the Apostle of your profession, your Christian pro
fession as a believer. Consider Him Whom the Father sent, Whom He
gave up, Whom He sent out in the purposes of His salvation love .. to
seek and to save that which was lost." Oh, how wondrously did the
Lord Jesus Christ pursue this work which His Father gave Him to do.
He said it was His meat to do it, His drink to do it, that is He subsisted.
so to say, upon the will of His Father. .. I delight to do Thy will, 0
My God," and, .. Thy law is within My heart"; it holds Him fast,
and all He did He did heartily, from the heart, and all He said He
spake heartily. He knew He was the Truth, He never had any hesita
tion for a moment about His Own Personality, about His Own Deity,
about His Own incarnation, that He was the Man Christ Jesus. Oh,
the devil worked hard in the wilderness to bring Christ to another mind
on this head. .. If," said he, .. Thou be the Son of God, manifest it.
prove it, demonstrate it, and I suggest that it should be thus and thus."
But the Lord Jesus had no doubt about His Own Godhead, nor would
He for a moment question it at a suggestion from the unclean lips of the
devil, and therefore He conquered him with the command, .. Get thee
hence." Ah, dear friends, it is so blessed to realise that never a doubt
once crossed the mind of Jesus. He knew whence He had come.
namely, from the bosom of the Father, and He knew whither He was
going.. .. = came forth from the Father, and am come into the world:

. again, I leave the world, and go to the Father." Is there any hesitation
about that statement? Dear friends, this is ~he Rock on which our faith
rests its foot, and it is a Rock that cannot be shaken-that He in Whom
our faith centres is none other than the living God, manifest in the flesh,
seen of angels, believed on in the world, received up into heaven, and
therefore He is, as faith beneath beholds Him, .. crowned with glory and
honour." Although we see not yet dispensationally all things put under
His teet. though we see not that yet, .. we see Jesus" Who was for a

,
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little while made lower than the angels, "crowned with honour and
glory." Partakers of the heavenly calling, consider, carefully consider,
prayerfully study, the Apostle of your profession as He came forth from
the Father into the world. Trace that perfect obedience of His day by
day, remembering the merit attaching to His obedience. All the merit
of the obedience of Jesus goes to the account of the believer. It is thus
that His righteousness is "unto all and upon all them that believe,"
whether Jew or Gentile-" no difference: for all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God." But the obedience of Christ in the merit
of it, which merit as I have said is absolute, that is, infinite, is " unto all
and upon all them that believe." This is your title, fellow-believer, to
the inheritance of the saints in light. You are not seeking a title. You
have no right to be seeking a title. God has settled the question of a
title. Christ crucified, Christ in His obedience, Christ in His active
obedience in life and His passive obedience in death-Christ is the
title. Christ is the sure title, the unimpeachable title of the humblest
believer" to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in heaven" for him as one" kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation, ready, read]}, to be revealed." How
perfect is God's method. Oh, how worthy of Himself. Truly it
becomes God's people to c.rmsider these things.

And then we are to contemplate Christ Jesus as the High Priest too
of our profession, not only as the Apostle of our profession coming
forth from God to fulfil His mission and His will and His work down
here but, as having done that, returning again into the Father's presence.
Said He, " Father, I have glorified Thee on the earth"-" I have."
You see He had no hesitation in that matter either. He does not say
" I hope I have"; He does not say " I trust I have in some measure
glorified Thee on the earth," but He speaks absolutely. He knows the
character of the work He has done. He knows the merit, the infinite
merit, attaching to it. He says to His Father, " I have glorified Thee
on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do.
And no~, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me, with Thine Own Self, with the
glory which I had with Thee before the world was." He enters now
upon the discharge of His High Priesthood. He is no longer walking
upon the earth, th.e Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. He is
no longer dwelling among us, the Fulfiller of the law of God. He has
done all this, and He has now entered upon His High Priestly functions.
He has departed our midst, and He has sent the Holy Ghost to represent
Him in the hearts of His redeemed people, and He is with the Father,
at the Father's right hand-sealed, " Head over all," everything, that
is, to His body, the Church, "the fulness," or complement "of Him
That filleth all in all." Consider the High Priest of your profession.
See in the fac(of His reception at the Father's tight hand the acceptance
of the Father of His perfected Sacrifice. Christ had not been bidden to
sit down at the right hand of the Majesty on High had He left one jot or
tittle of the work on earth unfinished. But in the fact that He has been

.~.;..
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bidden by the Father in righteousness to sit down at the right hand of the
Majesty on High and to become the Recipient of all authority in heaven
and earth, we poor believers down here have the highest p'ossible proof
that

" Christ has done the mighty work,
Nothing left for us to do,

But to enter on His toil,
Enter on His triumph too."

We enter into rest because He is resting yonder. He has finished His
work and He bids His people in their weariness and heaviness to come
by faith and prayer unto Him, and to rest with Him where He is.

Consider minutely the High Priest of your profession, " Christ Jesus."
You see the order in which the titles are stated-Christ, Christ Jesus.
Jesus, the name proper to His humiliation, but we are not to contemplate
Him in the heavenly places as subjected to circumstances of huiniliation;
no, we are to contemplate Him there as the ruling One, the reigning One,
as King of kings, and Lord of lords. Oh. He is our Melchizedek
Priest and you known in the type Melchizedek was both King and Priest
as his name signifies-" King of Salem which is King of peace"; the
Priest, too, of the Most High God, King of righteousness, God's Own
High Priest. And we contemplate the Lord Jesus Christ then as Christ,
Christ Jesus. Christ which signifies the anointed Onc. He Who was'
Jesus on earth is Christ Jesus in the heavenly places. Oh, we worship
Him as the exalted One. We glory in His exaltation. It is this fact
that He Who for a little while wa3 made lower than the angels has been
exalted to the highest heaven, which gives us confidence in our
approaches to God. We plead His merit. We make mention only of
His righteousness. and we have access and liberty of access in the courts
of the Most High. Christ Jesus~the anointed Jesus, the glorified
Jesus, the ruling, reigning Jesus, and the forthcoming returning Jesus, for
He is not forever to sit where He is. At present He is manifested only,
as I take it, to the angelic world and to those happy spirits who have
departed hence in the Lord. who are in the presence of God. I believe
that that is the portion, and the present portion, of all the Lord's people
who have departed hence in the Lord. "Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord "-" Blessed are "-therefore they must be
blessed, and therefore they must be alive, they must be intelligently
alive, they are enjoying blessing. "Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labours," they rest, and they rest from all
evil, from temptations and the tempter, and from all the infirmities of the
flesh. They rest not day and night in worshipping the enthroned Lamb.
They rest not in offering Him unceasing praise that He loved them as He
did, that He gave Himself for them as He did, that He became their
Sinbearer as He did, that He made Himself the Surety of the everlasting
Covenant, responsible for all their interests in time and eternity, as He
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did. Oh, it would be marvellous if they were silent for one short
moment. But they rest not day and night, giving glory to the Lamb
Who gave Himself for them. Thus then, dear friends, fellow-believers,
we worship Jesus as Christ Jesus, as the glorified Jesus, the Kingly
Jesus, the Great High Priest Jesus. Oh, He is the anointed One
whether you view Him as Prophet, Priest, or King. He is a Priest
upon His throne, and He is working all things potentially for good to
them that love Him. Ah, your conflict may be sharp, your enemies may
be mighty and 'subtle, and your poor hearts may ofttimes tremble as you
confront the evil within you and around you, but the Lord reigneth
the Lord reigneth be the earth never so unquiet. The Lord Jesus, Christ
Jesus, is upon the throne and your case is safe in His hands. .. Fear
not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
Kingdom."

May He add blessing to His Own Word tonight, for His name's
sake. Amen.

MURDER

,. After the flood God delegated thenceforth the murderer's punishment,
which is death, to man; life must go fiar life, blood for blood."
-CANON A. R. F AUSSET.

.. WJ-ioso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed"
(Genesis ix. 6). .. That is, he that is guilty of wilful murder shall
surely be put to death by order of the civil magistrate.... The judges
shall pass the sentence of death upon him and execute it; for this is but
the law of retaliation, a just and equitable one, blood for blood, or life
for life.... God now enacts a law, requiring judges to punish murder
with death: and which, according to this law. ought never to go un
punished, or have a lesser punishment inflicted for it."-(Dr. Gill's
Commentary).

.. The authority to take the life of the murderer is given by God to
those, whether patriarchal or regal persons. who possess the character of
public or recognised magistrates."-(Dr. Jamieson on Genesis ix. 6).

THY WORD IS TRUTH"

.. THY Word is truth," saith the Saviour, certain, unfailing, unerring
truth, and though multitudes may deny, though thousands may resist,
though the whole body of unconverted men may hate its message, it is
still truth; the pure, unmixed, unadulterated truth of God. Nor can any
amount of human opinion rival its authority. Multiplication does not
make inspiration. Ten thousand butterflies do not make an eagle; nor
can the human intellect, however multiplied. be measured for a moment
with the mind of God.-CANON EowARo HOARE·
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CHARLES HODGE

AMONG the books on my shelves are three large volumes. They are
rather dull to look at, with very dark-brown cloth covers, and a great
deal of close print inside with many footnotes in still smaller print; but
they are deeply interesting to read. The books are the three volumes of
Hodge's S))stematic 'Theolog)), and until you try, you would scarcely
believe how fascinating they are. The author has a clear, logical mind;
he proves all that he says from the Scriptures themselves; and every now
and then the most difficult subject is lighted up by some flash of devo
tional thought, which shows at once that the writer was not only a
brilliant scholar and theologian, but a humble child of God, looking
unto Jesus as the author and finisher of his faith,

When he wrote his Theolog)), Dr. Charles Hodge was Professor in
Princeton Theological Seminary in New Jersey. This was a Pres
byterian College, which had numbered among its Presidents such giants
as Jonathan Edwaids and Samuel Davies. But like the rest of us, Dr.
Hodge was a baby once. The little Charles was born in Philadelphia
two or three days after the Christmas of 1797. An elder brother was I
awaiting him-little Hugh, now eighteen months old; but the three '
children who were born first had all died before they were three years
old. So these two baby boys were very precious; and when six months
after Charles was born their father passed away, they were all that was
left in the world to their mother.

The little brothers were of course far too young to miss their father,
and in their mother's care they grew up very happily. She devoted
herself entirely to their welfare. Of her, Charles wrote, .. To our
mother, my brother and myself, under God, owe absolutely everything.
To us she devoted her life. For us she prayed, laboured, and suffered."
An earnest Christian herself, she brought up the little boys to know the
Bible, and to attend regularly with her the services at the Presbyterian
church. Very early they had to learn the Westminster Catechism, in
which Mrs. Hodge drilled them carefully, making them recite to the
Pastor at proper times.

Hugh and Charles began their education by attending day-schools in
Philadelphia. Mrs. Hodge had been left comfortably off, and at first
money difficulties did not arise. But in 1812, just when she wanted to
send the boys to proper schools, Mrs. Hodge suddenly lost nearly all her

1 property. Not easily daunted, she cast about for some means of paying
for her sons' education. At last she decided to take in boarders.
Removing fo Princeton, she made a home for the boys near the College,
which was apparently a sort of higher school for boys of fifteen or more;
and there she received as boarders a number of other boys. They all
belonged to the families of relatives or friends, and were either preparing

l
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for the College or already attending there. Thus Mrs. Hodge contrived
not only to provide a home for her sons, but also to pay for their further
education. Hugh and Charles both passed through the school with
honours; then Hugh went in for medicine and became a doctor, whilst
Charles passed on to the Theological Seminary, where he proceeded to
ordination and finally to the Professorship of Theology.

A few days after his seventeenth birthday, when 'Hugh had· already
left, Charles made a public profession of his faith in Christ by joining
the Presbyterian Church. Brought up in a Christian home, Charles had
no experience of sudden conversion; he had had serious thoughts from a
very early age, and now his eyes were fully opened, and he saw himself
a helpless sinner, and the Lord Jesus as his own Saviour. The sermons
in the school chapel had contributed a great deal towards this. The
Principal of the College and his two chief helpers were all men full of
the Holy Ghost, whose great aim was to uplift Christ before their pupils.
Latin and Greek, Logic and Philosophy, were taught and well taught;
but every boy could see that in the eyes of their teachers what mattered
most was to know Christ. Many boys besides Charles were deeply
impressed.

This public step of profession taken by Charles and a friend of his
seems to have ushered in a wonderful revival in the College. There was
no excitement or hysterical feeling; only in the next few weeks a change
crept over the boys, .. a change from indifference to earnestness. from
neglect or perfunctory performance of religious duties to frequent
crowded and solemn attendance on all meetings for prayer and instruc
tion. The salvation of the soul became the absorbing subject of atten
tion."

In about a month there were very few students who were not deeply
impressed. Fully half of these boys gave convincing evidence later of
their sincerity. Many (of whom Bishop McIlvaine, of Ohio, was one)
became famous preachers. Another of Charles Hodge's lifelong friends,
afterwards Bishop of Virginia, has an interesting story. This boy, John
Johns, was an attractive, fun-loving lad, always in mischief, and dearly
loved by Charles. The Wednesday after Charles had joined the
Church, John and three other boys went off to a tavern in Princeton,
had supper, and stayed up most of the night gambling. It came to the
ears of the school authorities; and on the Friday all four boys were
expelled. John, greatly broken down, came to say goodbye to Mrs.
Hodge. He told her that the Principal had been exceedingly kind, but
the poor boy was very sad and penitent. Next day, to Mrs. Hodge's
surprise, he came again, his face beaming with happiness, an entirely
different boy, as it seemed to her. .. Why, John! " she exclaimed,
.. what is it? Have you been taken back again?" .. Oh, no," said
John, .. nothing like that; but it's the happiest day of my life all the
same!" He told her of a night of agony from deep conviction of sin;
towards morning a little comfort came, and he went to the Principal.
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who preached to him Jesus, the Saviour. .. It's really all owing to your
Charles," said John; .. last winter when we went out for walks together,
he always would talk about spiritual things: I took no notice then, but it
all comes back to me most forcibly now." John entered the Theological
Seminary with Charles, and the two remained the closest of friends till
death parted them long afterwards.

There is a picture of Dr. Hodge in my book, signed by himself
.. Affectionately yours." It is a beautiful face, squarish, with a fine
brow, kind eyes, and a sensitive mouth; there is no beard or moustache,
but thick silver hair above, and he has pushed his spectacles up on top
of his head to be out of the way! He died in 1878, aged eighty,
trusting only in Jesus.

DAMARIS.

PARENTAL FOLLY

.. THE TIMES" of May 7th, 1948, reported a meeting h~d in London
on the previous night. At this meeting the Lord Mayor of London (Sir
Frederick Wells) said, .. that it was not the boy who was' do'A<'11 and
out' who was getting into trouble, but the youths who were receiving
far too much money to spend. Recently he had before him a boy aged
nine who was charged with housebreaking. His mother had said, • I do
everything I can 'for him. I give him 10/ ~ a week to spend and he
goes to the pictures three times a week.'" The Lord Mayor went on to
say, .. If the parents could not control a child of that age, then some
other body was needed, such as the Boys' Hostels Association, to look
after them. "

We ourselves imagine that our Government would be acting wisely if
they passed an Act of Parliament closing all the Sunday cinemas and all
the cinemas opened on all the other days of the week. Above all, we feel
that all parents should lay to heart the instruction to parents given by the
Prophet Moses to parents in Deuteronomy vi. 6, 7. Here it is. .. These
words, which I command this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up."

If Churches and ministers of all denominations would abandon
Higher Critical teaching about the Bible, and Romish teaching about the
Bible, and about the Lord's Supper, and the pardon of sin, we might \'
reasonably expect a great moral reformation in our country. As things
are, our country is lapsing more and more to heathenism.

·1
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t&rotc6tant J.l5eatOn.
ENEMIES IN THE FIGHT

By THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON.
WE must ever remember that our warfare as Christians is not against
persons, but against principles, not against Romanists, Modernists and
other false teachers, but against their unscriptural doctrines. Many of
our Reformers, such as Luther and Calvin, Cranmer, Ridley and
Latimer, were at one time steeped in Roman error, but God in His
mercy brought them out of spiritual darkness into His marvellous light.
He may do the same to-day, both with Romanists and Modernists.
He may open the eyes of many of them to see their errors. Let us
then, while firmly rejecting their unscriptural doctrines, approach them
with kindness, and, if the opportunity is given, seek to lead them into
the light.

I.-Let us consider Romanism as an enemy of God and His truth.
(i.) It is the enemy of the truth of the sufficiency of Scripture. The

Bible is our only rule of faith and practice. That is the position taken
up by Scripture itself. .. To the law and to the testimony: if they
speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no light in them ..
(lsa. viii. 20). .. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine" and for practioe, .. that the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. iii. 16,
17). That is the position taken up by the Reformers. .. Holy Scripture
containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any
man, that it should be believed as an article of the faith, or be thought
requisite or necessary to salvation" (Article vi.).

Rome, however, adds unwritten tradition to the rule of faith, and
receives it with equal piety and reverence. Thus she denies the suffi
ciency of Scripture, the written Word of God. Thus, too, she adds to
the Word of God, and makes the Word of God of none effect through
their tradition (vide Deut. iv. 2; Matt. xv. 3, 6, 9; Rev. xxii. 18, 19).

(ii.) Rome is the enemy of the doctrine of the sufficiency of Christ's
once-offered sacrifice. .. Once in the end of the world hath He appeared
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." He" was once offered
to bear the sins of many." .. By one offering He hath perfected for
ever them that are sanctified." 'There is no more offering for sin ..
(vide Heb. ix. 26, 28; x. 12, 14, 18). The sacrifice of Christ once
made was a perfect satisfaction for sin. .. And there is none other
satisfaction for sin, but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifices of masses,
in the which it was commonly said that the priest did offer Christ for
the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, were blas
phemous fables, and dangerous deceits" (Article xxxi.).

(iii.) Rome is the enemy of the sufficiency of faith for justification.
.Scripture teaches unequivocally" that a man is justified by faith without
the deeds of the law" (Rom. iii. 28). Rome's foundation doctrine is
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justification by works, i.e., by human merit. Scripture, on the other
hand, declares: "By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified in (God's) sight." There is no need for auricular confession
and priestly absolution. A full, gratuitous and eternal pardon is divinely
bestowed upon every poor sinner who is led to trust wholly and alone
in the blood and righteousness of Christ. Justification and pardon are
enjoyed by faith alone in His merits. " We are accounted righteous
before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by
faith. and not for our own works or deservings. Wherefore that we are
justified by faith onl)) is a most wholesome doctrine. and very full of
comfort" (Article xi.).

n.-Let us now consider M odemism as an enemy of God and of
His truth.

(i.) Modernism denies the plenary inspiration of Scripture. It teaches
that much of Scripture is legendary and fabulous. It goes so far as to
say that our Lord Himself, "in Whom are hid all treasures of wisdom
and knowledge," made mistakes.

(ii.) Modernism rejects the penal element in the atonement· It denies
that Christ bore the penalty of His people's sins. T oplady wrote: .. If
my discharge Thou hast procured, And freely in my room endured The
whole of wrath divine: Payment God cannot twice demand, First at my
bleeding Surety's hand, And then again at mine." Scripture says:
.. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for' us" (Gal. iii. 13). Modernism, however, repudiates the great truth
that Christ bore the penalty of His people's sins in His Own body on the
tree.

(iii.) Modernism denies the supernatural as recorded in Scripture.
It rejects the miracles, the Virgin Birth and Resurrection of Christ.
His Ascension, and Second Advent. Thus while Rome adds to the
Word of God, Modernism diminishes from its teaching.

What are we to do about these and other errors?
(i) We are to beware of false prophets which come to us in sheep's

clothing. We are not to collaborate or unite with them.
(ii.) We are to be steadfast and unmoveable. "Hold fast the truth,'·

"Stand fast in the faith."
(iii.) We are to be strong in the Lord. He only can enable us to

stand against the wiles of the devil and quench all his fiery darts.
(iv.) We need to be constant in our study of the inspired Word that

we may grasp the sword of the Spirit, and fight against our spiritual
foes. Added to this we need to'pray always, depending only on divine
power and grace in this great spiritual conflict.

Finally, we need to receive and welcome into our own hearts all that
God has revealed, even though this may include much that is necessarily
mysterious to our finite minds. It is not for us to rebel against the Word
of God, but to receive it all with meekness. May the Lord enable us
to testify clearly to His truth, and may He keep us from all· compromise
with error.
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CREATION: ACCORDING TO SCIENCE AND
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By THE LATE H. D. BROWN.

PART n.-According to Revelation.

How refreshing to turn from the conjectures, the perplexities and
vagaries of science, to the sublime yet simple account given by the Creator
Himself in the Holy Scriptures. I am well aware that not a few devout
Christian scientists have sought to explain the first chapter of Genesis so
as to harmonise the account given there with the theories of geology.
I do not stay to examine these interpretations, but I contend that science
has not yet produced any real evidence nor a solitary demonstrable pro'of
which necessitates the giving up of the ancient and well-established
belief in the literal meaning of the six days of creation, the Scripture
testimony to which I shall now endeavour to show.
, But first let me say I write for those who believe in the creative
power of God. Those who do not, have no other alternative than to
believe in, the creative power of matter, and we may leave them on the
horns of their dilemma. But the moment we acknowledge the creative
power of God, there is an end to all human speculations concerning the
time or manner of creation, for then we have to deal with the omnipotent
power, infinite wisdom, and eternal purpose of the Creator.

.. IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVEN AND THE
EARTH." Face to face with this sublime declaration, all attempts to
unravel the mystery of creation are utterly futile; study Nature as we
please. it is absolutely impossible to discover at what point the act of
creation came in. and so to determine its beginning. Take an illustra
tion from organic life-the old question. for instance, as to which came
first: the bird or the egg, the oak or the acorn, the butterfly or the
caterpillar; who by science has ever been able to solve it ? True. this
does not apply to inorganic matter. but on the other hand unless science
can show a limit to omnipotence it is impossible for it to declare in what
state matter was created.

No; the Word of God stands absolutel)) alone as the oni))
.. authority" concerning either the manner or the time of creation, and in
this it can neither be confirmed nor discredited by human speculations.
Let us turn then to Scripture. and see what indications are given there as
to the manner of creation. whether it is by a long, slow process or
instantaneously" at the fiat of the Almighty." I think we shall find that
in every reference to creation the plain and obvious meaning of the
language is:

First: That the thing created was created instantaneously and in its
full perfection.

Second: That it presented the same appearance that it would have
done had it been produced by natural process.

These two points are exceedingly important in the consideration of
our subject.
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Now let us take the following illustrations: When our Lord fed the
five thousand with five barley loaves and two small fishes, it must have
been.-that as He broke the bread He created it; for not only was the vast
mulititude satisfied, but there was left over a great deal more than there
had been at the beginning. Now had we taken up one of the .. frag
ments that remained," not knowing how it had come, and examined it,
we should have found that it bore all the appearance of having gone
through the usual process, and a baker would doubtless have been able
to have told us how long it must have taken to set the sponge, knead
the dough, to bake it in the oven, and then for the loaves to cool.
He would have been right in his calculation had man made it, but wrong
seeing that the Lord created it instantaneously. Had we taken up a piece
of the crust it would even have borne the marks of the fire, yet it had
never been near the fire! So with the two small fishes. He creaiJed the
fish as He broke it in His hands, real fish-bones, flesh, skin, scales,
everything; and it was cooked fish, too, yet it was fish that had never
seen the water, and was innocent of the cooking-pot. How else can we
interpret this marvellous .. sign " that He was the Son of God? Satan
understood it when he said, .. IF THOU BE THE SON OF GOD, command
this stone that it be made bread."

Again, when our Lord turned the .water into wine, how long did
.. the process" take ? Yet the wine was good wine, the very best,
though the vine had never grown and the grapes had never been gathered
from which the wine had come. It was created in an instant, yet it had
all the appearance of having been produced by the usual process of
Nature.

We may well believe, then, that as the Lord created the bread bread
and the wine wine without any process, so He also created the granite
granite, the sandstone sandstone, and all the various strata of the earth's
crust in their completeness in one act, .. by the word of His mouth,"
without having to put them through any .. process," whatever their
present appearance might seem to indicate.

When we turn to the first chapter of Genesis, it is evident that the same
principle rules, and that by a rapid succession of acts God brought into
existence the whole world, organic and inorganic, animate and inanimate,
in all its wondrous beauty and infinite variety of design. .. BJ) the
word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the host of them bJ)
the breath of His mouth. . . . For He sp.a~, and it was done; He
commanded, and it s~ood fast." .

.. And God said, Let there be light, and there Was light." Could
any words more accurately describe the instantaneous appearance of light
.. at the fiat of the Almighty"? And so through the whole chapter.
Everything was created in its full perfection, the .. herb J)ielding seed
after its kind, and the tree yielding fruit," the fishes and sea monsters
swimming in the sea (see R.V. marg.), the fowl flying in the air.
.. Ld f.owl ftJ)" (R.v.), God said, .. in the open firmament of heaven,"
created as it were on the wing!
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Last of all, man was created in full maturity-not an infant, but a
full-grown man, with muscles, sinews, bones; not an untutored savage, as
science depicts him, but a perfect man, with mental and spiritual powers
capable of holding communion with God. Yet it you could have
examined Adam the day he was created, you would have said, judging
b:!} analog:!}, that he must have lived thirty or forty years to have
attained his state of maturity, whereas God had created him that very
day.

But it may be asked: What about the fossils? Are we to believe that
God created them fossils, and that they are not the remains of living
creatures? Not so, by any means; but there is great misapprehension
concemingthese fossil bones. One might think from all that is said
that these are found in the very bowels of the earth, in connection with
different geological .. periods." But in fact they are all found almost at
the very surface-in cliffs and chalk pits, caves and river banks; and
their great antiquity is again a matter of mere .. supposition." And the
same applies to the imprints of the feet of birds and beasts which are
found upon the rocks. There are not a few eminent scientists who
consider that what occurred during the Deluge, when .. the fountains of
the great deep were broken up," is sufficient to account for these fossil
remains, when, as we read, .. the world that then was, being overflowed
with water, perished."

But, besides that, it is a well-known fact that the whole surface of the
globe has constantly been undergoing wonderful metamorphoses. In
very recent times, whole islands have been burst up by volcanic action,

. and they and all their former inhabitants are now covered by the mighty ,
deep. That vast changes of similar kind have taken place within the
history of man is patent, for how else can we account for the presence of
aboriginal men and animals in islands now surrounded oy thousands of
square miles of ocean? Who can tell what changes have taken place
in prehistoric times through upheaval, submergence, and subsidence,
while w~ know that new formations of chalks, and coral, and rocks are
continually going on. This, however, is not aeati.on, but formation,
sometimes by slow process, sometimes with awful suddenness.

Geologists know all this, but they choose to conjecture-without an
atom of proof-that these changes occurred millions of years ago. Yet
who can demomtrale that the 6,000 years of the earth's history,
according to Bible chronology, is not sufficient to account for every
geological fact that has been discovered?

If we turn to the Book of Job we read of extinct monsters. compared
with which the largest and fiercest oJ known animals are as toys. The
descriptions resemble far more the huge saurian monsters, whose fossil
remains have been found, but which are relegated by most scientists to
early geological .. periods," yet they were extant in the days of Job!
And even science itself may yet discover this. If there is one thing more
than another that the progress of science ought to teach men, it is this:
the utter impotence of man to understand the work of God. The

"",- ..
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microscope and the telescope have opened new worlds to him, and this.
instead of ministering to his pride, ought to teach him humility, to be
silent before God.

But what is gained, someone may ask, by contending for a literal six
days creation? Is it not enough if the Bible account can be explained
so as to harmonise with science? Certainly not, and for these reasons:

First: Because truth must be contended for at whatever cost.

Second: Because we surrender the whole position if we allow that
the Word of God needs to be interpreted to harmonise with human
theories. Human theories must adjust themselves to the Word of God.

Third: Because these theories include much that is in direct opposition
to the teaching of the Word of God concerning man,

Fourth: Because the theory of the vast antiquity of the world is not
consistent with God's revelation of His great purpose in creation.

We have not only to deal with the first chapters of Genesis, nor the
many references in Scripture to this subject, but there is yet a more
important point, viz., the REVEALED PURPOSE of God in creation.

One cannot study the Word of God with reference to this subject
without being impressed with the marvellous fact that the whole creation
-the heavens and the earth-is all subordinate to man and his destiny.
Science and philosophy will doubtless sneer at such a proposition, and
ask how it is possible to believe' that man, a tiny speck upon this earth, one
of the smallest of the planets of our solar system, and probably utterly
unknown to the greater part of the universe, should occupy such a high
position. But our thoughts are not God's thoughts, nor are our ways
His; to Him nothing material is great or small, the infusoria are as much
the objects of His care as the mighty comets which sweep through space.

Real value does not lie in bulk, and the Bible reveals to us that God
has chosen this little globe to be the sphere of the most marvellous of all
His acts, namely, the union of the Creator with His Own creation in the
person of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is GOD and MAN; nay, more,
to be the scene of that most awful my~~ery, wherein He " Who being in
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God, but made
Himself of no reputation and took upon Him the form of a servant, and
was made in the likeness of men, and being found in fashion as a man,
He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross. Wherefore God hath highly exalted Him, and given Him
a name which is above every name, that in the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father."

When we know that "all things were created by Him and FOR
HIM," we cease to wonder at the unique place which God has given to'
man, so that even the angels have a subordinate position.

The history of the heavens and the earth is coterminous with that
of man ; when man's history ends " Heaven and earth shall pass away,"
for " the heavens and the earth which are noW, by the sCll11le word are
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kept in store, reserved unto fire against ~he day of judgment and perditIOn
<Jf ungodly men," for" The day pf the Lord will come as a thief in the
night, in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heal; t'he earth also ood the works
that are therein shall be burned up"; and we are enjoined to be
•• Looking for and hasting the coming of the day of God, wherein the
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat."

Do you exclaim .. Impossible! it cannot mean that the whole heavens
shall pass away, that this vast universe, being on fire, shall be dissolved! ..

I do not know what it means, I only know that these are the words of
Cod, and that with Him nothing is impossible. The sin of man has
affected the very heavens, for we read that .• the heavens are unclean in
His sight," and therefore, like the earth, they must be destroyed.

But I ask if, in the light of these words, it is conceivable that the
heavens and the earth have taken tens or hundreds of millions of years
to be formed, with many series of animals living and dying upon the
earth during the course of its construction; while man, for whom God
designed it, is only to inhabit it the last few thousand years of its
existence?

Moreover, we know from Scripture that death is the wages of sin, and
that disease, and misery, and death have come upon all creation as the
effect of the sin of man (see Romans viii. 20-22); but, if so, how did
misery and death come upon living creatures millions of yea~s before man
was even created?

I am aware that some Bible students believe that the earth was
primarily Satan's principality before he fell, but this, again, is mere
£onjecture, and is wholly inconsistent with the revealed purpose of God
in creation.

.. Nevertheless we, according to His promise, loo'k for a new heaven
and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness," and I do not think we
have reason to expect the new creation will take millions of years, but
rather that it will come into existence in full perfection instantaneously
•• at the fiat of the Almighty."

We are told by science that matter cannot be annihilated; of course it
'Cannot by the/J.ower of man, but He Who created can uncreate, Ht!
Who made all things of nothing can turn all things to nothing again,
All things were created by the word of His power, all things are upheld
by the same word; and if He chose He could annihilate all things in a
moment, and again new create a universe in the twinkling of an eye.
Others may believe what they choose about this: I believe in the
omnipotence of God.

What shall we say, then? Men of science may propound and discuss
their theories about creation; there is but one AUTHO:1ITY, the Creator
Himself, and but one source of information to us-His revealed Word.
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EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE
From China: "Thank you for your brave and cheerful article on 'Yet

I will rejoice in the Lord, &c.' "
From Kent: "I want to take this opportunity of thanking you most

sincerely for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
From Bioxbourne: "God clearly spoke the words you quote (Isaiah xli.

10) to my heart nearly sixteen years ago, renewed later, and fulfilled
remarkably, though it has been through fire and through water."

From Leatherhead: "I am a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and much
appreciate the truths it contains. It is all good."

From Caithness: "A copy of your :Magazine was handed to an old seaman
lately. His son told me that on his deathbed he experienced some fear, but
said, 'The Captain is with me.' "
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BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON. J}Ioses, the Child of Faith. Price 6d.
Na,rratives from the 01<1 Testament. Price 2s. Natural Revelations of J}len.

and Governments to God. Price 3d. Occasional Papers. No. n. Price 2s. 6d.
Occasional Papers. No. IV. Price, cloth 5s.; wrapper 4s. Dr. S. P. Tregelles,
LL.D.. Dr. C. Y. Biss, Mr. David Baron, and others kept in stock. Free
Lending Library of tile same.-Mrs. S. R. COTTEY, "Downside," Offington
Lane, Worthing.

THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special
gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others

who have not previously helped us, for a special effort on behalf of our poor
friends, who owing to the dreadful War are placed in a much more trying
position than usual. We have about 125 of them on our books. They have so
much appreciated your kind help in former years, and we plead for the
necessary means to cheer and comfort their hearts and confirm them in the
faithfulness of their Covenant God.-The COMMITTEE. Hon. Sec., A, C.
LEWIN, The Manse, High Street, Evington, Leicester.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

Brighton and Hove Auxiliary.

The New Nursing Quarters at the Brighton Home, No, 35.
Egremont Place. will (D.V.) be opened on

THURSDAY, JULY 1st, 1948.

A Service of Thanksgiving and Prayer will be held at
3 p.m. in the Free Church. Park Hill (adjoining the Home).
This will be conducted by the Rev. J. Raven. of Horley, who
afte;rwards will open the new Building.

A further meeting will be held at 6 p.m.. when short
addresses will be given by several friends.


