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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT•

•, Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are.

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

CHRIST'S NEW COMMANDMENT TO LOVE ONE
ANOTHER

""' A new commandment I give unto you> That ye love one another>'
as I have loved you> that ye also love one another.»-JoHN
xiii. 34.

IT was the night before our Lord's crucifixion. Judas," having
received the sop, went immediately out." Under the awful influence
of Satan he was about to betray the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus
was alone with the remaining eleven Apostles. To them alone He
said, "A new com~and~ent I give unto you, That ye love one
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another." The
command to love one another was not in itself new. Long before,
in the time of Moses, the command had been given unto God's
ancient people, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am
the Lord" (Leviticus xix. 18). The command of our Lord to His
disciples to love one another, however, was a command to love one
another" as I have loved you.» Never before nor since had such a
perfect example of love to God's people been given. To love one
another as He loved His people was an injunction to love one
another in a unique degree.. In this sense it was really and entirely
a new commandment. This commandment was given to all Christ's
true disciples. It was binding on the eleven Apostles. It is binding
on all true believers today. They are definitely bidden by their
divine Lord and Master to love one another as He Himself loved



them. Sl:\ch love to each other would be a definite evidence to all
men that they were His disciples. "By this," He says, "shall ;dl
men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another"
(John xiii. 34, 35).

This new commandment occupies a prominent place in 0111'

Lord's teaching just before His crucifixion. In the fifteenth chapt('l'
of John, verse 12, He repeats the command. He says, "This is My
commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved YOll."
The depth of His love to His people is expressed in the next verse:
"'Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends."

1. FIRST, LET US TRY TO REALISE HOW OR TO WHAT DEGRIUt.

CHRIST LOVED HIS PEOPLE.

He bids them love one another as He loved them. cc As I hallf.
loved you" are the words He used. He graciously calls His disciples
His friends. "Ye are My friends," He says. He was about to lay
down His life for them and He says, "Greater love hath no mall
than this, that a man lay down hi's life for his friends." There arc~

many things which a man may do for his friends out of love Lo

them, but the greatest exhibition of love to friends would be to lay
down one's life for them. This is what Christ did. All the Lord's
people are a people He graciously condescends to call His friends.
He tells to them the things which He has heard from His Fatlwl',
To some, it may be, He reveals more than to others, but they an'
His friends, and fo~ all of them He laid down His life. 1-1 is
disciples did not realise this at the time, but later on they realised
that Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles, the people of Israel W<'l'l'

gathered together, unconsciously to do whatsoever God's hand alld
His counsel determined before to be done. Wicked hands crllcifled
and slew Him, but really He was delivered up to death "by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God" (Acts ii. 23;
iv. 26-28). All His believing people are taught to say, "The Lord
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." "It pleased the Lord to
bruise Him." Jehovah Himself says, " For the transgression of My
people was He stricken." Of Christ Himself it is written, "He
hath poured out His soul unto death." "He bare the sin of many."
Thus we are taught to say, " Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for
our ~ins." He so loved His people that He sent His only begotten
Son into the world that they might live through Him" (1 JOIIII
iv. 9, 10; Isaiah liii. 6, 8, 10, 12). Christ says, "I and My Father
are One." Hence the death of Christ on the cross was at once the act
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of the Father and the Son. We read of Christ the words, " I lay
down My life for the sheep." "Therefore doth My Father love
Me, because I lay down My life that I might take it again. No
man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power
to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command
ment have I received of My Father" (John x. 15, 17, 18). Behind
His terrible death on the cross, and all the treachery, hatred,
mocking, spitting, cruelty and rejection, and unfathomable suffering
He endured, was His eternal love to His people. If we love one
another as He loved us, oh, how much fuller and deeper will be our
love to other believers. This is the kind of love to each other that
He enjoins. Hear this inspired word, "Walk in love, as Christ
also hath loved us) and hath given Himself for us an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour" (Ephes. v. 2). All
believers an: bidden to walk in love as Christ also hath loved them.
Moreover, each individual believer can say, "Who loved me, and
gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20). Why did He give Himself for
me? Because He loved me. How am I to love the other brethren?
As HE LOVED ME. Do I love other brethren as He loved me? Let
each believer humbly ask himself that question. My Lord says to
me and to all His other people, " A new commandment I give unto
you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you) that ye also love
one another."

2. SECONDLY, THINK OF THE CHi\Ri\CTER OF THE PEOPLE WHOM

CHRIST LOVED.

They were sinners, transgressors of His law, living by nature in
open rebellion against Him. They were" children of disobedience,"
giving way constantly to the lusts of the flesh, and, because of their
rebellion against God, they were" the children of wrath." Yet, in
spite of their wickedness and sin, Christ so loved them that He laid
down His life for them. They merited hell, but He by His substitu
tionary death secured for them the eternal blessedness of heaven.
Note the words of the Apostle" Scarcely for a righteous man will
one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to
die. But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. v. 7, 8). We were born
in sin. Sin characterised us during our unconverted life. Even
now, though Christ's blood hath cleansed us from all sin, we go on
sinning in greater or lesser degree, and" If we say we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." Yet He loves us
still, and nothing shall be able to separate us from His love.
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" He saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet loved me notwithstanding all;
He saved me from my lost estate
His lovingkindness, oh! how great! "

(Samuel Medley).

3. THIRDLY, THINK OF THE BINDING AND COMPREHENSIVE.

INJUNCTION OF HIS COMMANDMENT TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

To all His genuine disciples He says they are to love one another
as He loved them. He makes no exception. He loves all the
members of His body. Some of the Lord's people are more lovable
than others. He loves them whether they are rich or poor, high or
Iow, whatever their position in life. He loves them whether they
are black or white or yellow. All His believing people are precious
to Him. So we believers are to love all other believers whether rich
or poor, high or Iow, black, white or yellow. We need to beware of
a caste spirit. Every believer, whatever his position in life, is the
object of Christ's love. God has chosen the poor of this world, rich
in faith. In spite of their poverty they are heirs of the kingdom
which God hath pr~mised to them that love Him. Christ's love to
His people led Him to give His life for their salvation. We arc to
love them as He loved them. Some of Christ's people may be rathcr
proud and irritable and unkind in their ways, yet He loves thclll.
We, too, are bidden to love them, as He loved them. We may be
happier in the company of some believers than in the company of
others, yet we are to love them. Nay, Christ bids us to love 0111'

enemies, "bless them that curse us, do good to them that hate liS,

and pray for them that despitefully use us and persecute us" (Malt:.
'"'V. 44). Of course we are not to love the sins of those whom we
love, nor condone their evil ways, but we are to love our encJl1ic·s.

4. FOURTHLY, HOW IS OUR LOVE TO ONE ANOTHER TO BE SHOWN?

Surely it is to be shown in our thoughts about them. We are apt
to think unkindly of them, but such thoug-hts arc not to be
cherished. It should be shown in our words. Wc need to control
our words to them or our words about them. If we are reviled, we
should seek for grace to be like our Lord Who reviled not again.
The tendency of us all is that if any believer has spoken harshly of
us, to give him tit for tat, blow for blow. If any believer writes
harshly of us in a publication, we are inclined to write harshly back.
It is saddening to see how often controversy is carried on amongst
children of God in a harsh and unkind and unloving manner. TIH:n

,
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how unduly dogmatic some are about their own interpretation of
certain parts of Scripture. They write as if they themselves were
infallible. We may rightly hold firmly to interpretations of Scrip
ture which to us seem absolutely right, but we can hold these
interpretations humbly, and kindly, and without harsh words about
those who differ from us. No doubt many may hold doctrines
which are really unscriptural and in most cases are due to a failure
to bring all Scripture to bear upon any given subject. Many have
heard certain expressions all through their lives and have never
really tested them by careful examination of the whole of Scripture.
Hence they fall into error. In fact there is a wide ignorance of the
true teaching of Scripture amongst a large number of ministers and
other Christians, and there is a great lack of really searching the
Scriptures. Hence much that is erroneous is being taught by many
who are the Lord's people. Then, many just believe what others
teach them, or what some prominent man has taught. They do not
humbly think for themselves, and humbly examine the Scriptures for
themselves, and humbly seek the teaching of the Spirit to guide
them into all truth. Some deliberately pass over and ignore certain
chapters of the Bible and interpret Scripture contrary to those chap
ters. Some unduly tie themselves down to what some great men in
the past have taught them. It is quite true that we may learn much
from teachers whom God has raised up in past times. Yet, we need
ever to reject any teaching that cannot be proved by most certain
warrants of Holy Scripture. "To the law and to the testimony: if
they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light
in them" (Isa. viii. 20). "All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God." All the eighth of Romans, and the ninth chapter also, is
part of Scripture, equally with the 23rd Psalm and the fourteenth of
John and other favourite passages. All the verses in the Epistle to
the Ephesians are equally inspired. No part of Scripture is to be
passed over or rejected. Yet if we differ in our interpretations, we
should do so in love and without harshly speaking of or condemning
in unloving language other believers. We can be firm in our
adherence to what seems to us Bible truth, and yet humble, kind and
loving to other believers in our words to them, and of them. Of
course, if we know that certain preachers are really erroneous in
their teaching, we are justified in refraining from asking them to
occupy our pulpits.

In conclusion, love to one another is frequently emphasised in the
Epistles. In the Epistle to the Romans we read, " Owe no man any
thing, but to love one another; for he that loveth another hath
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fulfilled the law.... Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefon'
love is the fulfilling of the law" (chap. xiii. 8, 10). In Galatians Wl'

read, " By love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in onto
word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself (v.
13, 14). In Ephesians we read, " Walk in love, as Christ also hath
loved us" (v. 22). In Colossians we read, "Husbands, love your
wives, and be not bitter against them." We also read, "Wives.
submit yourselves unto your husbands, as it is fit in the Lord ,.
(iii. 18, 19). In Thessalonians we read, "As touching brotherly
love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught
of God to love one another" (1 Thess. iv. 9). In James we read.
" If ye fulfil the royal law according to the Scripture, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself, ye shall do well" (v. 8). In Peter we
read, "See that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently"
1 Peter i. 22). The Apostle John abounds in teaching about love to
the brethren. We will only quote one verse. He says, " Beloved, if
God so loved us, we ought also to love one another" (1 John iv. 11).

May the Lord Himself enable both writer and all his readers to
remember and to practice this injunction: "We ought also to love
one another." Some of our brethren and sisters may be rather queer
and unattractive, yet" We ought also to love one another."

THE EDITOR
74, Church Road, (Thomas Houghton)

Redfield, Bristol, 5.

GOD'S WORD AND HIS DAY

" The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul."
-PSALM xix. 7.

To SABBATH DESECRATORS.-You little know the feelings of deep
compassion with which you are regarded by many an humble and
holy believer, who loves, because he knows, the preciousness of an
unbroken Sabbath day. Never in all my experience did I meet
with a child of God who did not prize, above all earthly things, the
privilege of devoting to his God the seventh part of his time. It is
this simple fact, sirs, that affords me ground to fear that, with all
your talents, reason and plain sense, you are yet strangers to the
joys and hopes of those who love the .Lord. You prove, even to the
blind world, that you are not journeying to the Sabbath above,
where the Sabbath-breaker cannot come.-R. M. MCCHEYNE.
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"JESUS STOOD ON THE SHORE"

" HI/u'77 the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but
the disciples knew not that it was Jesus."-JOHN xxi. 4.

"CALL upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and
tho!1 "halt glorify Me" (Psalm 1. 15). The Lord\; people need still
to take heed to these words. Times of concern and trouble come
into all our experiences. Trouble takes different forms. We our
selves were recently in trouble about the next article called Wayside
Notes. In our experience wc have written hundreds of them.
Naturally. concern arises in our mind as to what shall be the next
Wayside Notes. We are bidden: however, to be careful for nothing,
but in everything let our reCjuests be made known unto God. The
next vVa)'sidc Note was causing' trouble and concern. Its title and
character were wholly absent from our mind, but the Lord's
injunction was "Call upon Mc." and His promise was "I will
deliver" thee." So we called on Him, and shortly afterwards we
read the portion for the day (John xxi. 1-14). Then deliverance
came. The Lord gave us another Wayside Note, and we glorify
His name for it. Here it is. May it be a means of blessing both
to the readers and writer.

The portion tells us of the third of our risen Saviour's appearances
to many of His disciples at one time (verse 14). The place was the
sea of Tiberias. The disciples were seven in number-Peter,
Thomas, Nathanael, .lames and John, and two others. Led by
Peter, they went a-fishing. but that night they caught nothing. But
when the morning was come: "Jesus stood on the shore, but the
disciples knew not that it was Jesus." Let us think of the circum
stances connected with His standing on the shore.

I. FIHST, LET US THINK OF THE PERSON V"HO STOOD ON THE

,-';J-!ORE ON THAT EARLY MORNING

It wa,s .Jesus. ] t was .Jesus Who had recently been crucified.
Jesus. God's eternal and beloved Son, Whom the Father had sent out
of immense love to fallen sinners that whosoever should believe on
Him should have everlasting life. It was Jesus Who had come to
sav!.: His people from their sins. It was Jesus Who came to give His
life a ransom for many, Who laid down His life for the sheep. It
was Jesus Who suffered for their sins, the Just for the unjust, Who
bare their sins in His Own body on the tree. It was Jesus Who
was delivered to death on account of their sins, and was raised
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again on account of their justification. He was now risen, having
finished the work of their redemption. He was soon to ascend to
the right hand of the Majesty on high, but His sheep were still in
His hand of love and power. He had appeared to Mary in the
morning and also to many other women. He had appeared
apparently in the afternoon to the two who were walking to
Emmaus. He also appeared to Simon during some part of the day.
Then the same day at evening He came and stood in the midst of
the eleven disciples and those that were with them, and "Then
were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord" (Luke xxiv. 33, 34:
John xx. 19). Now the Lord is always with all His people wherever
they are. He says, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world." Morning, noon and night this promise is being
fulfilled. Let us ever comfort our hearts with this assurance, and
call it always to mind. He is ever with us. He is very near at
hand.

2. SECONDLY, LET US THINK OF THE TIME WHEN HE STOOD ON

THE SHORE.

It was a time of disappointment. The seven disciples had been
toiling all night and had caught nothing. "That night they caught
nothing." They were no doubt tired, hungry, and disappointed, but
"when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore."
They did not know it was Jesus, but yet He was there. Jesus, the
same Jesus, is now near at hand, and He is with all His people.
You may be tired and hungry. You may have been working hard
and be disappointed with the result of your labours, but Jesus is near
you, He is with you. He can supply all your need. He is YOllr
salvation. Trust in Him and be not afraid.

3. THINK OF HIS ENQUIRY, WHILE STANDING ON THE SHORE.

" Children, have ye any meat?" Have you any fish? Have you
had a good night and secured an encouraging catch? He was in
sympathy with His disciples, though they knew Him not at first.
He is the same Jesus today. He is a high Priest Who can be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities. He was in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin.

4. FOURTHLY, THINK OF HIS COMMAND AND PROMISE WHILE

STANDING ON THE SHORE.

" Cast the net on the right side of the ship," was His commanu,
and His promise was" Ye shall find." On a previous occasion the
Lord had said to Simon, " Launch out into the deep, and let down
your nets for a draught" (Luke v. 4-10). Peter and his partners
had, on that occasion, toiled all night and taken nothing. "Never-
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the!ess," he said, " at Thy word I will let down the net." He would
seem to have been in doubt as to any result following the letting
down of the net in broad daylight. But" When they had this done,
they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake."
They then beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other
ship. for help. And they came and filled both the ships, so that
they began to sink. Petcr was greatly astonished, " And so was also
.Tames. and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with
Simon." Not only Peter, but also James and John, the sons of
Zebedee. were present when" Jesus stood on the shore." They had
also been all present when the great draught of fishes was caught
in the previous miracle recorded in Luke v. 4-10. Now they were
1I0t able to draw the net, so great were the multitude of fishes
which were taken. At once, John, the disciple whom Jesus loved,
felt that the Person Vlho now stood on the shore was the same Jesus
Who had earlier on said" Launch out into the deep" to Peter, and
he at once said, " It iJ th.e Lord." He was convinced that the
Author of this new wonderful miracle was the Lord, and He had
now appeared again to some of His disciples and displayed His love
and power on their behalf. The same Jesus lives today and He
wonderfully works on His people's behalf, and they are often con
strailled to say. " I t is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our
eyes." The nllJl1ber of fishr;s drawn on this occasion was" an
hundred and fifty and three." We are not told why the number of
fish caught 011 this occasion is given. Whereas in the first instance
they" inclosed a great multitude of fishes." We know, however, that
cventually those who stand before the throne and before the Lamb
will be "a great multitude, which no man could number, of all
nations, and kind reds. and people, and tongues" (Rev. vii. 9). On
the other hand, our Lord says, " All that the Father giveth Me shall
come to me: and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out."
No mere man can number those who will finally be saved, but the
Lamb Himself will no doubt be able to count those" which are
written in the T.amb's hook of life" (Rev. xxi. 27).

:1. FIFTHLY, THINK OF THE HOSPITALITY RENDERED TO HIS

DISCIPLES BY HIM "VHO STOOD ON THE SHORE.

\-Ve read, " As soon as they were come to land, they saw a flre of
coals there. and fish laid thereon, and bread." Then we read that
"Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now
caught." Then He added, " Come and dine." Jesus then cometh,
and taketh bread, and giveth them and fish likewise." Who made
the fire of coals, ami laid fish thereon, and provided the bread, we
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are not told. It was evidently pr0vided by the risen Lord Himself.
He knew His disciples were tired and hungry, and He in ;t

miraculous way supplied their needs. How wonderful that He
Himself, the eternal Son of God, condescended to supply their
wants in this way. He does not now appear visibly to supply 0111'

needs,but we read, " My God shall supply all your need according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phi!. iv. 19). "God is able
to make all grace abound toward you; that ye always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work" (2 Cor.
ix. 8). Let us remember" there is no want to them that fear Him."
" They that seek the Lord, shall not want any good thing" (Psalm
xxxiv. 9, 10).

6. SIXTHLY, THINK OF OUR LORD'S CONVERSATION WITH PETER

WHILE STILL NEAR THE SHORE.

He specially spoke to Peter when they had dined. He had
passed through a terrible experience. The Lord had told him that
Satan had desired to have him, that he might sift him as wheat.
But He had also told him, " I have prayed for thee, that thy faith
fail not" (Luke xxii. 31, 32). Peter, however, full of self-confidence,
said" Though I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee"
(Matt. xxvi. 33-35). Yet, three times over, he denied his Lord.
But afterwards "he went out and wept bitterly." He was truly
penitent. The Lord's prayer on his behalf was answered. Now on
this occasion, by the shore of the sea of Galilee, Jesus said, "Simon,
son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these?" Simon answered,
"Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee." His self-confidence
was absent. He dared not say" more than these," and the Lord
said unto him, " Feed My lambs." Again, the second time the Lord
said to him, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me? " but he left
out the "words a more than these." Again Simon said, "Yea, Lord,
Thou knowest that I love Thee." Then the Lord said unto him,
"Feed My sheep." But the Lord said unto him the third time,
" Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me?" This grieved Peter, that
the question should be asked three times over. But he answered,
" Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee."
Then Jesus said to him, " Feed My sheep." This was a remarkable
conversation. Peter, full of self-confidence, had said, "Though I
should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Tlilee." Yet he did deny
Him three times. Now the Lord gives him the opportunity or
asserting three times over that he loved Him. This experienee'
would never be forgotten, and the other disciples would also remem
ber it. Besides, the Lord" graciously recommissioned him 1'001"
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Apostolic work. "Feed My lambs," He said, and then twice over,
" Feed My sheep." The Lord did not cast him off for his sin, but
graciously gave him the opportunity of declaring his sincere love for
His Lord, and again sending him forth to feed His lambs and His
sheep. Peter was amongst the sheep of Christ of whom Christ says,
"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me:
and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand" (John x. 27,28).

7. SEVENTHLY, JESUS, WHO WAS STILL ON THE SHORE OF THE

SEA OF GALlLEE, PREDICTED HOW PETER) BY HIS DEATH FOR

THE TRUTH, COULD GLORIFY GOD.

The Lord said to Peter, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, when
thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkedst whither thou
wouldst: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy
hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou
wouldest not. This spake He, signifying by what death he should
glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He saith unto him,
Follow Me." This prediction indicated that Peter would live on
till he was old, that he would be enabled faithfully to follow his
Lord and Master, and would be enabled to glorify God in dying for
the truth of the Gospel. Meanwhile he was bidden to follow his
Lord. Notwithstanding his recent sin in denying his Lord, he was
restored and recommissioned and could look forward to many years
of Gospel-preaching work, and then to heavenly blessedness follow
ing a martyr's death.

Thus the risen Jesus on the shore of the sea of Galilee manifested
His presence, His sympathy and power on behalf of His tired and
hungry disciples, lovingly supplied their wants, cheered their hearts,
gave Peter the opportunity of saying three times over « Thou
knowest that I love Thee," and indicated to him that he would be
enabled in his old age by a martyr's death to glorify God. He is
the same Jesus today to all His people. Now His presence with them
is assured wherever they are, and they can all always rely upon His
sympathy, His mercy and His power. He is "the same yesterday,
and today, and for ever."

"In every pang that rends the heart,
The Man of sorrows had a part;
He sympathises with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."

THE EDITOR

74, Church Road, (Thomas Houghton)
Redfield, Bristol, 5.
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WELLSPRINGS

" Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord, among the gods? Who is fiAr·
unto Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing
wonders?"-ExoDus xv. 11.

HERE we have that wonderful song of praise and note of triumph
wherewith Moses, the servant of the Lord, and the children of Israel
praised Him in His glorious triumph, when the children of Israel
had passed safely through the Red Sea in that wonderful experience
of Divine preservation in leaving" not a hoof left behind, whilst
they saw the multitude of their enemies overwhelmed therein" I

Oh, it was a day to be remembered indeed, a day on which to praise
Him! But you and I, beloved reader, however humble and hidden
our sphere and lot, have just as much cause to sing of redeemin!.!,
grace and mercy, and out of full hearts to say, as we contemplate
our mercies and deliverances daily proved in our wilderness jOUflll'y

ing, "Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord? " and a holy constraillL j,

put upon us to glorify Him by praising Him and singing or Hi,
mercies which we receive every moment of our lives. Trul.:, our
text refers to typical Israel, but everyone of God's" sel.:d of Israd's
chosen race," and" ransomed of the fall ., in Adam. do desire to
praise Him and magnify the riches of His grace as subj('Cts daily
and hourly of His free mercies in and through the merits or their
adorable Redeemer. And oh, what monuments of His grace and
mercy He makes us, poor sinners, yea, chief sinners in and or our
selves! Nothing in us to recommend us to Him! Prone to wander,
bent on backsliding always as wandering sheep, forgetful hearers,
slow learners. Oh, children of God, what a humbling category of
sins we have to write against ourselves, in sins of omission and
commission! How it should humble us and give us to go softly and
tenderly all our days in watchfulness and prayer! It was with some
befitting attitude of heart and mind in mourning thus a cold and
lifeless state of heart that recently, in our highly privileged weekly
attendance on the means of grace with the dear fellow-worshippers
at St. Mary-Ie-Port, that dear Mr. Sykes gave out the hymn (55 in
Songs of Grace and Glory), and it came home to my heart with
melting, prayerful, and, I trust, also with living power, and I wa,
not a little interested, on returning home and looking up who J.
Needham, the hymn-writer, was, to find that he had lived in Bristol
(born in the Pithay) and probably in later years would have attended
St. Mary-Ie-Port at all events at times, as being close by. The hY11l1l
referred to was :
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" Holy and reverend is the name, Of our eternal King!
, Thrice holy Lord,' the angels cry, ' Thrice holy' let us sing.

" The deepest reverence of the mind, Pay, 0 my soul, to God!
Lift with Thy hands a holy heart, To His sublime abode.

"'With sacred awe pronounce His Name, Whom, words nor
thoughts can reach,

A contrite heart shall please Him more Than noblest forms of
speech.

" Thou holy God, preserve my soul, From all pollution free;
The pure in heart are Thy delight, And they Thy face shall

see."

But to return to the text under our meditation at this time. We
have seen that it refers to that wonderful ascription of praise by
~foses at the great deliverance ~md safe keeping of that great com
pany of Israel in their wilderness marchings, and the heart of the
Lord's dear servant is filled with adoring gratitude as he exclaims,
" Who is like unto Thee, 0 .Jehovah!" All the other gods, man
made, and framed in the idolatrous hearts of a sinful people, are
nothing. Tholl alone art the Holy One and there is none like unto
Thee. Tholl art ,r-;lorious in holiness. The angels cry, Thrice
Holy, Holy, Holy-Thou art God alone, and there is none other.
None like unto Thee! God alone in His majesty, holiness and
mir-;ht! Moses and Miriam had seen something of this in their
wifderness march and exodus from Egypt. But in type we have it
that this song which is our subject at this time \vas to point to a
far greater and holier redemption. The Song of A10ses and the
Lamb! Moses was the law-giver; the Lamb was the law-fulfiIler
as one of our sweet hymns has it, "In types and shadows we are
told, Jesus was seen in days of old. Before the Gospel dawn came
in, A glorious Sacrifice for sin." Redemption by blood was the
grand theme throllr-;hout all the Old Testament history. It was the
scarlet thread which Rahab set forth as she bound it in her window.
Thus, "Rahab the harlot shall live," and her name be written
amongst the worthies of eternal life (Heb. xi. 31).

And the language of our text will be the sacred experience of
every redeemed sinner who, whether they have been steeped in sin
and plucked by omnipotent grace from the burning, or have been
from their earliest childhood brought up in godly surroundings and
knowing very little of the pollutions of the world around them, yet
their language is also that of our text as they owe all to sovereign,
distinguishing grace and mercy, and out of their full hearts of
adoring gratitude they will say, "Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord,
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?" They
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contemplate the God of their salvation, ''''hose name is indeed
Wond~rful, fearful in the praises of His humble saints and glorious
in His holiness. And this is their theme throughout the countle,s
ages of eternity, when with untiring lips and full-strung harps each
redeemed saint will outvie one another in their heaven-born desires
and cry, " Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord, glorious in holiness, fear
ful in praises," and, as the Wonderful, Thou wilt to that wondering
multitude in the glory call forth their untiring songs of praise, even
of Moses and the Lamb, to Thy eternal Glory. R.

THE LAND OF ISRAEL
MISS E. BERNSTEIN, who has been at work among the Jews ill
Jerusalem for many years, writes in her circular letter: "The streets
of Jerusalem have come to life again. A few months ago the centre
of the town was dead. Shops were blocked up or damaged, neither
people nor buses were seen in the streets, and desolation ruled
throughout. One by one the shops have been repaired, barbed wire
obstructions removed, bus routes re-started and street after street
re-opened. Now shoppers are seen wending their way along the
once devastated thoroughfares, now throbbing with activity. From
the bus windows we get peeps into no man's land, where fearf"l
desolation still reigns supreme and not a sound issues therefram.

" There are now one million Jews in Israel, and it is hoped that
this number will be doubled during the next four or five year,.
Consequently, building goes on apace, and colonies are springing
up everywhere. There are 900 colonies already. In three mOIlths,
thirty-four sprang into existence, and at the present rate, eleven or
twelve a month. The Negev-Southern desert of Juclea is being
irrigated, and the possibility of raising sheep on a large scale is }wing
considered.

" Five hundred doctors have entered the country during the last
few months and have been absorbed; in fact, there is still a shortage
in spite of the numbers who have entered in previous years. Some
of the most skilled in the world can now be consulted here, and
there is no further need to go to other countries to consult specialists,
Every facility, also, is given for research work in this field.

" Notwithstanding all this tremendous surge forward, with all the
unprecedented improvements in the wake of advance, there is a
spiritual dearth that can literally be felt. Only material prosperity
matters. Yet there are some who think; who are unsatisfied and
yearn, but know not for what. May this heart-hunger lead them to
the only One Who can satisfy it."

Miss Bernstein has published a little book, "The Quiet Hour,"
for daily readings, covering a whole month. A passage of Scripture
with an exposition in verse. The cover is in beautiful art paper
and is fit for a present.

-]mmanuel's Witness for May, 1950.
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~ermon6' ann ~ote6 of ~ermon6+

TEMPTED OF THE DEVIL
A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY

THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR.

PART I.

« Then was Jesus led up of the S jJirit into the wilderness to be
tem/Jted of the devil.·'-MATTHEW iv. 1.

THE narrative, dear friends, [ram which these words are taken is
perhaps one of the most remarkable to be found in these Holy
Scriptures. Perhaps next to the scene in Gethsemane and His
agony upon Ithe cross, we must consider the circumstances of this
narrative as being marvellous-marvellous. There are two leading
considerations to be noted. If we believe this narrative in the truth
of it we of necessity believe in the incarnation of God, or, the f1esh
taking of God. And we must also of necessity believe in the person
ality of the devil. These are two considerations, I repeat, which are
of necessity involved in our believing in the veracity of the narrative
itself-the incarnation of God and the personality of the tempter.
Through grace. I trust we do believe in the absolute veracity of this
inspired narrative, which is given us in other words by other inspired
writers than Matthew whose words are at this moment before us.
Thus out of the mouth of two or three witnesses every word gets
established. and the bith of Gael's people consequently has a sure
foundation on which to rest. Fellow-believers, we believe not
<:unningly devised fables as some assert, but realities, verities, revela
tions, a revelation made by Him Who cannot lie, so that our faith
and our hope are God's gift. And if these, our hope and faith, be
in Him Who cannot lie, we shall not be disappointed in our hope,
nor put to confusion in the matter of our trust, our faith, in God.
We are exhorted frequently in these Holy Scriptures to trust in the
Lord. To sinners salvation is wholly a matter of trust. In the
experience of sinners it is a matter of faith from first to last, the
Holy Ghost being its Author, implanting it as a principle in the new
nature which He hath begotten, for it is with the new heart that
man believeth unto righteousness, his mouth confessing the faith of
his heart. It is the peculiarity of faith to grasp the evidence of
things 1/ot seen, as we find on reference to the 11 th of Hebrews.
" Faith is the substance of things hoped [or, the evidence of things
not seen." Now no human eye saw the temptation of Christ. There
was not a third person present. Two were present, God manifest in
the flesh was there in the wilderness, and the prince of this world,
the prince of darkness, the spirit that now worketh in the children
of disobedience, he was there. But no human eye watched the
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proceedings which unfolded themselves by day and night, for
Christ was tempted by night as well as by day. "Forty days and
forty nights tempted of the devil." Of the temptations, we ha\'('
given us only three examples, they are quite sufficient for God'-;
purpose, three examples of the quality of the temptations to whicll
Jesus was subjected. Yet we learn from a comparison of the narra
tives touching the temptation of Jesus in the desert that He wa,
tempted for forty days and forty nights-tempted. What are we to
understand by this word? It commonly implies a putting to till'
test, or being tested, or proved. Not altering the character, but
simply bringing it out, manifesting its reality. Thus, for instancl:,
God is sometimes said to be tempted. Well, in a sense, God may
be truly said to be tempted. The wicked tempt Him. How do they
tempt Him? They prove, or test, His longsuffering. They prove,
or test, His forbearance. And I hope, if I am helped, next Lord\
Day to explain how on the other hand believers prove God, prove
Him by their faith. By their faith they prove, or try, His faithful
ness. They put to the test His fidelity to the promises. So, in a
sense, you see God is tempted, it does not mean to sin, but it means
He is proved, He is put to the test by the wicked-their unbelicf, by
the just-their faith. So again in regard to man the temptation
does not make him something else than he is, but it manifests hilll
to be what he is. When the devil comes and tempts a sinner to sin
he does not by that make him a sinner, but he comes and puts to
the proof the sin that is in him. And so when the Lord Jesus went
up, as He did, into the wilderness to be proved of the devil, it was
not as implying that He was capable of sinning; it was not as
implying that He could yield to the tempter and so dishonollr His
Father, but He went up into the wilderness to be proved by thl:
devil. And in what sense to be proved? Why, to have the realitv
of His character manifested, the reality of His Godhead asserted.
And then for our sakes who are God's believing people these things
were by inspiration recorded that we might see the character of
Jesus when put to the greatest test, when put to the most diabolical
of proofs, that we might yet trust in Him, yea, trust in Him at all
times.

Then have we noticed particularly the language of this Scripture?
It says" Then was Jesus "-there is a note of time at the head of
our text which has its meaning-" then was Jesus led up of the
Spirit," this teaches the occasion of the temptation when it was.
Now this first verse of the fourth chapter ought never to have bccn
cu t off from the last verse of the preceding chapter. It was man
who did that. It. says here, when .Jesus submitted to baptism in tll<'
river Jordan at the hands of John the Baptist, that" when He was
baptised He went up straightway out of the water; and, 10, thl'
Heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him. And, 10, a Voicc
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from HC:lvcn, saying, This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well
pleased. Then was Jesus led up." It is so important to see the
emphasi, in that lig-ht upon the initial word of our text. It was
just as He had been accredited by His Father and by the Holv
Ghost with being the Son of God that He was led up to be tempted.
It was just coincidently with His entering upon His appointed
Messianic mission that He was led up to be tempted in the wilder
ness. He had just been, as I have said, accredited with being, or
declared to bc, the Son of God. This He had not been hitherto
declared to be, though He had ever been God the Son, yet not yet
manifested. He had been residing for some eight and twenty years
probably at Nazareth. The time of His showing unto Israel had not
yet come. and it would seem-I do not press the point-it would
however seem by the silence of Scripture that Jesus was, compara
tively speaking, free from the temptations of the devil until now,
when He was manifested and accredited to enter upon His public
work. Now what was that? "For this purpose the Son of God
wa, manifested that He might destroy the works of the devil." Now
then. so soon as Christ entered upon the work which was to destroy
the worb of the devil. then the devil appears on the scene and
forthwitll tests inch by inch the ground the Lord was taking up.
There i,; foret· in this expression He was" led up of the Spirit."
And NLtrk, hy inspiration. uses a still stronger word, chapter one,
verse twelve. "Immediately the Spirit driveth Him into the wilder
ness." Now it does not imply any unwillingness on His part to go
into the wilderness. this does not imply any resistance whatever on
tl1(' part of the Lord Jesus Christ. It implies, however, an extra
ordinary impulse acting upon the Son of man; this impulse is
attributed to the Holy Ghost with Whom He had in His manhood
just been gifted without meamTC. No, I take it that the Lord Jesus
was most willing, earnestly willing, to go into the wilderness, that
He co-operated with the Holy Ghost. As Son of man He co
operated with the Holy Ghost in hastening, in hastening from the
waters of the Jordan into the back parts of the desert where no
human being dwelt but where the wild beasts were naturally to be
found. of which the first chapter of Mark's Gospel speaks, " and was
with the wild beasts." the beasts of prey. Now, I take it, that we
h:lve. dear friends. in an Old Testament Scripture a forecast of this
willingness of Christ, a typical forecast of this, in the case of David.
Will you kindly turn with me to the first of Samuel, the 17th
chapter, and the 4·8th verse. This is when David, a type of Christ,
was ~oing forth to meet Goliath, the chosen champion of the enemies
of God. just precisely anticipating the relationship in which the
c1e\·il stood to Jesus when He went up to meet him in the wilderness.
The 48th verse-" It came to pass. when the Philistine arose, and
came :J.nd drew nigh to David, that David h:J.sted, and ran toward
the anm' to meet the Philistine." I think I see in that a type of
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Jesus hasting into the wilderness to meet the devil. I think this ii
the explanation of how the Holy Spirit drove Him into the wilder
ness, of how immediately He was hasting thither. Why did David
hasten? Why did not David leisurely approach the enemy instead
of running to meet him? Why, dear friends, his heart was full.
his heart was full of purpose, purpose possessed the whole mall.
Thus was David at that moment. And so the purpose of God
actuated the whole Man, the Son of man, Christ Jesus. It was a,
though He could not too soon enter upon the work His Father had
given Him to do. He would hasten to meet the enemy that He
might, for His people's sake. overthrow him, vanquish him, and a,
David set his foot on the neck of the slain Goliath so He tread,
Satan under His feet. I think it is lovely to trace out the purpose
that actuated the heart of the Lord Jesus as He entered upon the
work of redeeming His people from their enemies. He hasted ai
David in type ten hundred years or more previously had done when
he went to slay the representative of God's enemies. the Philistine.

Then He is led into the wilderness to be tempted. The first m;ll1
was tempted in a garden by the same tempter, and the hattle wa,
lost to the man who represented the whole human family. the first
Adam, of the earth and therefore earthy. What a mercy I oftell
think it is that salvation has never been committed into the hand,
of any man, for if man unfallen, if man sinless as he came from the
hand of God wrecked-wrecked-his own salvation and that of his
posterity, oh, into whose hands. what one of Adam's children, migllt
the work of salvation be committed with any hope of success? But
the Second Man is the Lord from Heaven, therefore He is Heavenlv
and He would meet the tempter not under the favourable circum'
stances which surrounded Adam when he entered the arena of
conflict with the devil, but Jesus would go as far away from man
as possible, and separate Himself from association with any human
help or any creature encouragement, and therefore He goes into the
wilderness, into the wilderness, and into those parts of the wilder
ness the most desolate. given over to beasts of prey. How perfect
God's ways all are. When we watch His choosings and trace Hi,
preferences, and track the methods of His inscrutable wisdom. how
we honour and adore. And so in this case. When the Lord Jesus
in the work in which He has to fight out this, to Him, single-handed
combat. God. you see, chooses the back parts of the desert.

EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE
From Tunbridge Wells: "May I say that I am thankful for the Gnspel

.i\1agazine, and I hope you will be long spared to edit it.'·

Ftom Sheffield: "Your 'Family Portion' is very appropriate le> my
experience this last eighteen months. The writer goes on to indicate that
Psalm I. 15, was wonderfully true in his own experience. "Call upon Me in
the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me."
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THE THIRD READING 

LoNG before the two Great Wars that we know of, there was a man 
in Leipsic, attending the University, who found it necessary to make 
a long journey unexpectedly to see his relatives. Like so many other 
students, both then and now, he had very little money to spend; 
and when he counted up what he had got, he found it was not quite 
enough to bring him to his destination. I knew a medical student, 
not so long ago, who used to pawn his microscope when he was hard 
up; this man, being a theological student, had no property but his 
books. Out of these he chose two, a Hebrew Old Testament, and 
the New Testament in Greek; he carried them to a Jewish pawn
broker, a learned man who could appreciate the value of such books, 
and asked him for money on them. The pawnbroker was willing 
enough to take the Hebrew book; but he looked doubtfully at the 
New Testament, and it' was only with much persuasion that the 
student prevailed on him to take it. What the pawnbroker allowed 
on the Hebrew Testament is not stated, but for the Greek book he 
lent. the student half a rix-dollar, which I gather meant about two 
shillings and threepence. Evidently the student was satisfied, for he 
went off, promising to come back in seven weeks to claim his 
property. 

The Jew who was left in posses~ion of these copies of the Word of 
God, was as prejudiced against Christianity as any Jew could be. 
He was full of enmity against the Lord Jesus Christ; and now when 
(apparently for the first time) he actually held in his hand the New 
Testament, he felt a mixture of loathing and curiosity. It occurred 
to him that during the absence of the owner, he might well read 
through the book, "to confirm his mind in enmity against Jesus, to 
ridicule His Person in the synagogue, and to be the better prepared 
to testify his zeal for the Jewish faith." 

The student's copy of the New Testament had one of those 
parallel arrangements in two languages ; the Greek text was in one 
column, with the corresponding German translation in the other. 
The Jew therefore took care that his wife and children should not 
get hold of the book, lest in their ignorance they should be poisoned; 
but he himself began to read when he could be quite · alone. 

What this man expected to find in his reading it is hard to say; 
probably a mixture of absurdity and superstition, such as one might 
find in reading the Roman Catholic Lives of the Saints. He little 
knew what a risk he ran ! He did not know that the words he was 
about to read were like a hammer, able to break a heart of stone, 
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or like a fire, ready to purge and vleanse. But whatever his thoughts 
were, the Jew began to read; and his first feeling was of over
mastering surprise. He had no idea whatever of the real character 
of Christ, of His doctrines and His claims; and he was tremendously 
impressed as for the first time the beauty and majesty and strength 
of the Son of man were disclosed to him. He went straight on 
reading right to the end of Revelation, fascinated as it were by the 
wonder of the Book. 

But when he had come to the end, the Jew was perplexed beyond 
measure, and astonished at himself. He had begun to read, actually 
eager to increase his burning hatred of the Lord; and he found 
himself overwhelmed with awe and reverence ! At last he decided 
that he must have been altogether blind and foolish; he would 
never open the book again, and soon he would forget his strange . . 
ImpressiOns. 

But it ·was no use. He was haunted by many of the wonderful 
things that he. had read, especially by the amazing prospect of 
eternal life that was suggested. He could not rest; day and night 
his mind was full of the words of the Lord Jesus, words of con
demnation and of comfort, words of living hope. He could not 
resist the pull of that Testament, and he made up his mind that he 
would go through it again, this time in a really critical and scholarly 
spirit, so that he could discover for himself why his people had 
always had such a burning enmity towards Christ and His disciples. 

So the second reading was begun. Slowly and carefully the Jew 
read and pondered, trying to discover falsehood and superstition; 
but only the more did he find himself convinced, in spite of himself, 
of the utter truth of the words. Indeed, they seemed to be more 
and more applied to his own personal needs. The future, with 
death and ju,dgment, had always filled him with dread; he found 
the thought of a Saviour, and the glorious hope of immortality, to 
be inexpressibly comforting to his soul. But the prejudices of a life
time were still powerful, and he could not yet surrender them 
entirely. After much indecision and conflict, he determined to try 
once more; he would do his best to find out a satisfactory reason 
for the Jews' hatred of Christ and His teaching in a third reading 
of the book, and if he failed he would declare himself a Christian ! 

That third reading completely broke down every barrier. The 
Jew could scarcely read for tears, as the Holy Spirit took of the 
things of Christ and showed them to him. His soul was filled to 
overflowing with love for the Son of David, Him to Whom Moses 
and all the prophets had witnessed. Once more salvation came to 
the house of a son of Abraham, for the Saviour had sought and 
saved that which was lost. Without hesitation the converted Jew 
went at once to a Christian minister and declared his desire to join 
the Church of God. 
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The seven weeks were now over, and the student returned to 
claim his books. The pawnbroker handed him the Hebrew Bible. 
Then he asked if he would be willing to sell the New Testament. 
At this the student demurred at first, but when he saw how much 
the Jew wanted the volume, he gave in. "How much shall I give 
you for it? " said the Jew. " Oh, a rix-dollar will suit me," replied 
the student. The Jew opened a chest and counted out gold coins 
to the value of a hundred pounds ! " Take that," he said, handing 
it to the student, " and if ever there is anything I can do for you, 
you have only to let me know." The student was surprised, and 
thought the Jew was making fun of him. But the pawnbroker then 
told him all that had happened through the book, and rebuked him 
for setting such small value on it. "Never will I part with it," said 
the Jew fervently ; and he insisted on the student's taking away all 
the hundred pounds. He knew, you see, that the wisdom he had 
obtained was better than rubies, and " all the things that may be 
desired are not to be compared to it." 

DAMARIS. 

THE HOLY GHOST THE AUTHOR OF TRUE WORSHIP 

BuT though it is clear that external arrangements may greatly assist 
our spiritual worship, it is of the utmost importance that we should 
never for one moment forget that they are utterly powerless in 
producing it, and that the Holy Ghost is the Author of all acceptable 
worship in public and in private. No human arrangement can give 
the " access " described by St. Paul. There are many things we 
can do, but we cannot do that. Man can get up church services so 
carefully that many persons will be so well satisfied with the per~ 

formance of the choir that they become quite indifferent to the truth 
or heresy taught in the pulpit. The music may be so good that in 
some minds it supersedes the necessity for truth. Man can keep a 
people occupied in a perpetual round of service and ceremonial, so 
that even those who are not religious may have the satisfaction of 
being perpetually employed about religion. And higher still, man 
may produce a powerful animal impression which may be very 
easily mistaken for spiritual worship. . . . But this is not the access 
unto the Father through Christ by the Spirit. It involves no intelli
gent humbling of the soul before the living God, and it may be, after 
all, very much like the strange fire with which Nadab and Abihu 
burned their incense. Whatever we do then, and whatever we leave 
undone, let us watch most carefully against anything that may 
become a counterfeit of the work of the Holy Ghost.-The late 
CANON EDWARD HoARE, of Tunbridge Wells. 
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"WHY INFIDELS HATE THE LoRn's DAY." By Mr. H. J. W. 
Egerton, Assistant Secretary of the Lord's Day Observance 
Society. 

A NEW booklet to·be had from the Lord's Day Observance Society, 
55, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4, price 2d. Amongst other things, it 
contains the Doctrinal ·Basis of the L.D.O.S., which must be signed 
annually by all members of its Council and staff. 

"THE STORY OF CRANMER, LATIMER AND RIDLEY. ITs LEssoN FOR 
TonAY." By H. H. Hall. Pp. 16. Price probably 6d. To be 
had from Mr. H. H. Hall, 114, Chando.s Avenue, London, 
N.20. 

THis pamphlet relates the story of the martyrdom of Cranmer, 
Latimer and Ridley, and gives its lessons for today. There is a 
great deal of ignorance in these times of the history of the Reforma
tion in the sixteenth century, and of the solemn fact that at that 
period nearly 300 people, including Cranmer, Ridley and Latimer, 
were burnt to death at the stake because they refused to continue to 
believe the false doctrines and idolatrous practices of the Church 
of Rome. This little booklet will help to dissipate the great 
ignorance now so prevalent. 

"Goo's NEw ORDER." By Rev. Frank H. H. Kingsbury. Pp. 19. 
Price 6d. Obtainable from Mr. G. H. Fromow, Sovereign 
Grace Advent Testimony, 9, Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, 
London, W.4. 

THE author of this booklet begins by saying, "Twenty-six years 
after the birth of the League of Nations, mankind returns again 
with renewed vigour to the collective struggle for a world order . 
. . . If this new international venture succeeds, man will survive and 
flourish; if it fails, all fails ... U.N.O. is the world's hope; the only 
hope. Let us play our part in making it a success. " With these 
words the Manchester Guardian expressed in a leading article the 
hopes and fears of multitudes. The occasion was the formation of 
the United Nations Organisation." "Already," the author of this 
booklet goes on to say, "many leading politicians and newspapers 
have declared that U.N.O. is nearly dead or useless as a means of 
bringing peace and prosperity to mankind." He proceeds to show 
in the pages that follow that only God Himself can bring about the 
great blessings this fallen world so greatly needs. "The Lord 
Himself shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people : and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 

·their spears into pruning hooks : nation shall not lift up sword 



against nation, neither shall they learn war any more" ('Isa. ii. 4).
Some of our readers may'not agree with the author of this booklet,
but they would do well to read what he says:

"HE MusT REIGN." By B. G. Wheatley, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
Pp. 10. Price 2d. To be had from Mr. G. H. Fromow,.
Sovereig'n Grace Advent Testimony, 9, Milnthorpe Road,
Chiswick, London, W.4.

WE give the Foreword of this booklet, which will clearly indicate
the line taken by the author: "The false optimism concerning a
new and better world-order through the' United Nations,' so preva
lent in proressing Christian circles today, has led to the writing of
this booklet. It is the author's earnest prayer that, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, some may be led by the reading of
these pages to examine current events in the light of Scripture, and
thus to discover that the only hope of a New 'Order is in the
personal return of the living Lord from heaven, and not in any
human schemes of social, religious or international reconstruction."
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SEND THEM AWAY

" HE sent them away." Abraham did this: he sent away to" the
east country" all the sons that succeeded Isaac. Isaac only and
alone was his heir. But he gave gifts to his departing children, if he
did not grieve over their going as he had when his Ishmael was
sent away with his bread and water (but" God was with the lad,
and he grew"). "While he yet lived," Abraham sent away his sons
who were not Sarah's. When they were gone, he gave all that he
had to Isaac. He need make no will to be disputed and taxed ;he
had nothing to leave. The" father of' the faithful" slept in God, .
and his sons, Isaac and Ishmael, buried him beside Sarah in
Machpelah.

Of Joseph wc read, "So. he sent his brethren away, and they
departed "-went home to Jaceb with tidings such as turned the
sorrow of years into rapturous happiness. "'See that ye fall not out
by the way" might seem unnecessary advice to Joseph's brethren,
when they had such marvellous experiences to discuss. But Joseph
knew the probabilities; he knew that God only can keep the city
which He alonc has built; He must give peace .if the eleven men
were to reach home" without a jarring note."

«She sent them away, and they departed." The two men
departed from Rahab's house ·on the wall to take the bearings of
the land that was to be their own. ; Then they returned to Joshua,
who had sent them, to tell him that the hearts pf the inhabitants
" melted with fear because of Israel."
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" Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through Thy Name."
So said the apostles of the Lord when in the fulness of time He sent
them forth two by two to enter on the conquest of His spiritual
possessions. Speaking generally, to be "sent forth" implies a
return. To be sent away is not so definite. But whether it is " Go
ye into all the world" or "Behold, I send thee far hence unto the
Gentiles "-to live or to die-the Lord said to His Apostles" La, I
am with you alway, even unto the end." He never sends them.
away from Himself. In the days of Jeremiah, God's Israel, for their
own iniquity, was "sent into the land of the Chaldeans for their
good." But He said, " I will set Mine eyes upon them for good, and
I will bring them again to this land, and I will build them, and not
pull them down, and I will plant them, and not pluck them up."
No one will ever know the dreadful depth of the word "depart"
until they hear it at the Judgment of the last day, who are told to
go for ever from God and from hope.

" Send the multitude away," the disciples said to the Lord. They
had been there for three days and had nothing to eat; they had
better go and buy food. That was the best they could think of.
" They need not depart," the Lord said. Was not the Bread of Life
with them? So He fed them more than abundantly, and stayed
with them until the remains were gathered into baskets, " and when
He had sent the multitudes away, He went up into a mountain apart
to pray."

" Send her away," the disciples said to the Lord. Did they not
think of their having given Him the same counsel not long before?
" Send her away, for she crieth after us." Let her go back to her
poor daughter, unhelped and uncomforted, and we may forget her
piteous cries. Was it that they did not want Him to be troubled?
Perhaps so. We are apt to reckon His patience and loving
kindness with our own. He did send her away, but with the desire
o~ ~er deepest need granted, and with her cries changed to thanks
glvmg.

The Psalmist, in the 144th Psalm, prays, "Rid me and deliver
me from the hand of strange children whose mouth speaketh
vanity and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood." "Mighty
enemies without" David had, and, with .M:r. Hart, " much mightier
within." These two brethren in Christ would have but one prayer
to the God of their salvation-" Send them away" in their power, .
their guilt, their oppression: let them be lost for ever in the mercy
and unfathomable love of God, Father, Son and Spirit.

·FOLLOWER-ON.

EDITORIAL

RECEIVED by the Editor, with many thanks: Pastor J. G. Evans; Miss J.
Alexander; Mr. H. Vertican; Miss L. Ormiston; Pastor H. Platts; Mr. G. H.
Fromow; Dr. L. M. Houghton; Miss R. Cowel1; Miss P. C. Hunt.
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EVANGELICAL RELIGION, H.

(By BISHOP J. C. RVLE, Knots Untied, pp. 6-10).

(c) The third leading feature of Evangelical Religion is the
paramount importance it attaches to the work and office of our
Lord' Jesus Christ, and to the nature of the salvation which He has
wrought out for man.

Its theory is that the eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ, has by
His life, death, and resurrection, as our Representative and Substi
tute, obtained a complete salvation for sinners, and a redemption
from the guilt, power, and consequences of sin, and that all who
believe on Him are, even while they live, completely forgiven and
justified from all things-are reckoned completely righteous before
God-are interested in Christ and all His benefits.

We hold that nothing whatever is needed between the soul of
man the sinner and Christ the Saviour, but simple, childlike faith,
and that all means, helps, ministers and ordinances are useful just
so far as they help this faith, but no further; but that rested and
relied on as ends and not as means, they become downright poison
to the soul.

We hold that an experimental knowledge of Christ crucified and
interceding, is the very essence of Christianity, and that in teaching
men the Christian religion we can never dwell too much on Christ
Himself, and can never speak too strongly of the fulness, freeness,
presentness, and simplicity of the salvation there is in Him for every
one that believes.

Not least, we hold most firmly that the true doctrine about Christ
is precisely that which the natural heart most dislikes. The religion
which man craves after is one of sight and sense, and not of faith:
an external religion, of which the essence is " doing something"
and not an inward and spiritual one, of which the essence is
" believing"-this is the religion that man naturally loves. Hence
we maintain that people ought to be continually warned not to
make a Christ of the Church, or of the ministry, or of the forms of
worship, or of baptism, or of the Lord's Supper. We say that life
eternal is to know Christ, believe in Christ, abide in Christ, have
daily heart communion with Christ, by simple personal faith-and
that everything in religion is useful so far as it helps forward that
life of faith, but no further.

(d) The fourth leading feature in Evangelical Religion is the
high place which it assigns to the inward work of the H oly Spirit in
the heart of man.

Its theory is that the root and foundation of all vital Christianity
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in anyone is a work of grace in the heart, and that until there is
real experimental business within a man, his religion is a mere husk,
and shell, and name, and form, and can neither comfort nor save.
We maintain that the things which need most to be pressed on
men's attention are those mighty works of the Holy Spirit, inward
repentance, inward faith, inward hope, inward hatred of sin, and
inward love to God's law. And we say that to tell men to take
comfort in their baptism or Church-membership, when these all
important graces are unknown, is not merely a mistake, but positive
cruelty.

We hold that, as an inward work of the Holy Ghost is a necessary'
thing to a man's salvation, so also it is a thing that must be
inwardly felt. We admit that feelings are often deceptive, and that
a man may feel much, or weep much, or rejoice much, and yet
remain ?ead in trespasses and sins. But we maintain firmly that
there can be no real conversion to God, no new creation in Christ,
no new birth of the Spirit, where there is nothing felt and ex
perienced within. We hold that the witness of the Spirit, however
much it may be abused, is a real, true thing. We deem it a solemn
duty to be no less jealous about the work of the Holy Ghost, in its
place and degree, than we are about the work of Christ. And we
insist that where there is nothing felt within the heart of a man,
there is nothing really possessed.

(c) The fifth and last leading feature in Evangelical Religion is
the importance which it attaches to the outward and visible work
of the Holy Ghost in the life of man.

Its theory is that the true grace of God is a thing that will always
make itself manifest in the conduct, behaviour, tastes, ways, choices
and habits of him who has it. It is not a dormant thing, that can
be within a man and not show itself without. The heavenly seed is
" not corruptible, but incorruptible." It is a seed which is distinctly
said to "remain" in everyone that is born of God (1 Peter i. 23;
1 John iii. 9). Where the Spirit is, He will always make His presence
known.

We hold that it is wrong to tell men that they are" children of
God, and members of Christ, and heirs of the kingdom of heaven,"
unless they really overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil. We
maintain that to tell a man he is "born of God," or regenerated,
while he is living in carelessness, or sin, is a dangerous delusion, and
calculated to do infinite mischief to his soul. We affirm confidently
that" fruit" is the only certain evidence of a man's spiritual condi
tion; that if we would know whose he is and whom he serves, we
must· look first at his life. Where there is the grace of the Spirit,
there will be always more or less fruit of the Spirit. Grace that
cannot be seen is no grace at all, and nothing better than
antinomianism. In short, we believe that where there is nothing
seen, there is nothing possessed.
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Such are the leading: feat,ures of Evangelical Religion. Such are
the main principles which characterise the teaching of the Evan
gelical school in the Church of. England. To my eyes they seem to
stand out in the theological horizon like Tabor and HermoD among
the mountains, and to tower upward like cathedral spires in our
English plains. I t will readily be perceived that I have only sketched
them in outline. I have purposely avoided much that might have
been said in the way of amplification and demonstration. I have
omitted many things which might have been handled as parts and
portions of our system, not because they are not important, but
because they are· comparatively of secondary importance. But
enough has probably been said to serve my purpose. I have
pointed out what I conscientiously believe are the five distinctive
doctrinal marks by which the members of the Evangelical body may
be discemed, Rightly or wrongly, I have laid them down plainly.
I venture to think that my statement will hold water and stand the
fire.

. I do not for a moment deny, be it remembered, that many
churchmen who are outside the Evangelical body are sound in the
main ab(')ut the five points I have named, if you take them one by
one. Propound them separately, as points to be believed, and they
would admit them everyone. But they do not give them the
prominence, position, rank, degree, priority, dignity and precedence
which we do. And this I hold to be a most important difference
between us and them. It is the position which we assign to these
points, which is one of the grand characteristics of Evangelical
theology. We say boldly that they are first, foremost, chief, and
principal things in Christianity, and that want of attention to their
position mars and spoils the teaching of many well-meaning church
men.

To show all the foundations on which Evangelical Religion is
based would be clearly impossible in a paper like this. We appeal
boldly to the Holy Scriptures, and challenge anyone to examine our
system by the light of the New Testament. We appeal boldly to
the Thirty-nine Articles of our own Church, and assert unhesi
tatingly that they are on our side. We appeal boldly to the writings
of our leading Divines, from the Reformation down to the time of
Archbishop, Laud, and invite any man to compare our teaching
with theirs. We repudiate with scorn the vulgar charge of novelty,
and tell the man who makes it that he only exposes his own
ignorance. We ask him to turn again to his New Testament, to
study afresh the Thirty-nine Articles, to take down and read once
more the English theology of the pre-Caroline age. We court the
fullest, strictest investigation into our case, and shall abide the result
without fear. Of ourselves and our imperfections we may well be
ashamed; but of what is called" Evangelical Religion" we have no
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cause to be ashamed at all. Let men say what they please. Nothin~

is easier than to call names, affix odious epithets, and frighten
ignorant people by raising the cry of "Calvinism" against the
Evangelical school. "The curse causeless shall not come" (Prov.
xxvi. 2). I believe firmly that impartial inquiry will always show
that Evangelical Religion is the religion of Scripture and of the
Church of England.

SEVEN MEN FULL OF THE HOLY GHOST
IN Apostolic days care was taken to supply the need of the poor
saints. "Distribution was made unto every man according as he
had need." As time went on it was found that some of the poor
saints were neglected in the daily ministration, and the Apostles
found it necessary to ask the disciples to look out "seven men of
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom they might
appoint over this business." Seven men were therefore chosen,
amongst whom was" Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy
Ghost." Philip the evangelist was also among the seven. These
men were primarily chosen and appointed to distribute the alms.
They were to be men full of wisdom, but also full of the Holy
Ghost. In other words, they were to be converted men, born again
of the Holy Ghost, and part of the spiritual temple of God, in
which the Spirit of God dwells. This great fact surely teaches us
that all workers in the Lord's vineyard should be amongst the
chosen, called, justified and saved people of God. It must be
admitted, however, that a great deal of looseness prevails now in
the professing Church, in regard to those who are appointed to
various offices in the Church. Little or no definite care is taken to
ensure that all who are appointed to be ministers of the Gospel, or
teachers in the Sunday School, are converted characters. The same
is true of Church officers. With regard to choirs, we know of no
choirs in the New Testament at all. We suppose that the idea of
having a choir at first was to have a few men and women who
would be well acquainted with the tunes that might be chosen, and
thus help the congregation in general to join in the hymns that
were sung. If these are really godly people, and no effort is made
to make them merely a means of entertaining the congregation
with solos and anthems, we see no wrong in them. But can it be
truly said that Scripture sanctions unconverted boys and men being
chosen to lead the singing of God's people? Or is there any
warrant in Scripture for processions of such singers to and from the
vestry, at which all the congregation are expected to rise? It surely
must be admitted, by the Lord's true people, that mere formalism
and outward display are being largely encouraged by the professing
Church in the solemn days in which we live. We remember hearing
the late Dean Lefroy deplore the fact that, when the anthem was
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sung at Norwich Cathedral, many of the congregation did not wait
for the sermon, but left the building.

The injunction of the Apostle's about godly men being chosen to
distribute the alms has its bearing upon the choice of preachers in
our pulpits, and speakers at our meetings. More than fifty years
ago an Evangelical missionary meeting was to be held, and one of
the Evangelical speakers was warned by one of the organisers to
take special care what he said, because a high churchman had been
invited to say a word at the meeting. Thus Evangelical truth was
to be suppressed because of the compromising action which led to
an Anglo-Catholic speaker being invited to take part. Such com
promising action is becoming increasingly common. Evangelical
ministers invite Anglo-Catholic bishops or other Anglo-Catholic
clergy to occupy their pulpits. Sometimes it seems to be done to
secure a good congregation and a good collection. At public meet
ings organised by professed Evangelicals it sometimes happens that
men unsound in the faith are asked to speak. Nearly sixty years
ago we were asked to speak at a meeting, and in the course of our
remarks we mentioned and taught the doctrine of eternal punish,
ment. On the next morning, when on the railway platform, waiting
for our train, we were accosted by one of the other speakers who
strongly condemned the doctrine of eternal punishment. There can
be no doubt that the compromising action of many professed
Evangelicals leads them to seek the patronage and the active
presence at some of their gatherings of both modernists and sacer
dotalists. We feel constrained to say, "These things ought not so to
be." We are living in solemn times. Apostasy from the faith once
delivered to the saints is increasing on every hand, and the need is
great for God's true people to come out and be fully separate from
evil. There is an increasing tendency to promote unity in error.
Reverence for God and His Word should come before any
endeavour to please men. The Apostle Paul says, "Do I now
persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet
pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ."

COULD NOT BE HAPPY WITHOUT CARDS

ADDRESSING the Rev. William Romaine, a lady expressed the great
pleasure she had enjoyed under his preaching, and added that she
could comply with his requirements, with the exception of one thing.
" And what is that? " asked Romaine. "Cards, sir," was the reply.
"You think you could not be happy without them?" "No, sir,
I know I could not." "Then, madam," said he, "cards are your
god, and they must save you." It is recorded that this pointed
remark led to serious reflections, and finally to the abandonment of
card-playing.-BlsHoP J. C. RYLE'S Christian Leaders, p. 179.
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY

THE 143rd Annual Meeting on April 28th last was a pronounced
success. In the afternoon the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes had favoured
the Committee by preaching the Annual Sermon-from John xiii. 1,
" Having loved His Own which were in the world, He loved them to
the end "-to a good company of friends. In the evening, with a
large attendance, Dr. M. G. Tallach presided, greatly pleasing the
friends with his address. As the Medical Officer of the Society's
Camberwell Home, he spoke with full knowledge of the Society's
work, and effectively supported its claims. The speakers, the Revs.
W. Dodgson Sykes, W. B. Griffiths-Vaughan and T. Cornthwaite,
were eloquent advocates of the Society's basic principles and its
work.

It will be pleasing information to the Society's friends that at the
above Annual ]\1eeting a change of Rule was unanimously passed
which should enable more single people to qualify for its help.
Formerly the limit of income was 30/- per week; now, under the
changed Rule, 35/- per week will be permissible. This change has
been made because it has been found that a number of intending
applicants were two or three shillings beyond the Society's limit.
\A/ith the purchasing power of money so much reduced, the real
value of 35/- is very low, and the extras which the Society's pension
can provide will be most welcome.

The inception of the Welfare arrangements in the Society's Home"
recently was reported in these notes, and it is thought that readers
will be glad to know that arrangem(~nts have been made whereby
two aged recipients, who previously could not have been accepted,
are now to enter as residents. Without some kind of help fill super
vision they could not have been considered, but now it is hoped
that they may be enabled to continue for some time with their own
effects and possessions around them. One of them, now beyond
eighty-five years of age, is fairly active, but her sight is failing and
causing dependence upon others; the other, in her ninety-third year,
is not so physically capable, yet is not in need of nursing.

Progress can be reported in connection with the scheme for the
Evington Home, the Conveyance of the site now being signed by the
Society's Trustees. Also a special meeting of Leicester representa
tives, architect and General Committee took place in London,
when the provisional plan was agreed in detail and sanction givcn
by the General Committee for the complete laying out of the site
and the erection of eight dwellings. The full scheme includes eight
more dwellings and a Nursing Section providing for permanent and
temporary cases.
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MEN OF ONE THING AND ONE BOOK
WHETHER in the long run the minister of last century (the 18th
-century) did not do more good with his one weapon than many do
in modern times with an immense train of parochial machinery, is
a question which admits of much doubt. My own private opinion

.is, that we have too much lost sight of Apostolical simplicity in our
ministerial work. We want more men of "one thing" and" one
book," men who make everything secondary to preaching the
Word. It is hard to have many irons in the fire at once, and to keep
them all hot. It is quite possible to make an idol of parochial
machinery, and for the sake of it to slight the pulpit.-BIsHoP J. C.
RYLE in Christian Leaders of the Last Century, pp. 269, 270.

" WHAT IS YOUR GOD LIKE?"
« WHAT is your God like? " said a sneering infidel one day to a poor
Christian. "What is this God of yours like, this God about Whom
you make such a do? Is He great or is He small?" "My God,"
was the wise reply, "is a great and a small God at the same time:

". so great that the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him, and yet so
:small that He can dwell in the heart of a poor sinner like me."
"Where is your God, my boy?" said another infidel to a child
whom he saw coming out of a school where the Bible was taught.
«Where is your God about Whom you have been reading? Show
Him to me and I will give you an orange." "Show me where He
is not," was the answer, "and I will give you two. My God is

'·everywhere." Well is itsaid in a certain place, " God hath chosen
the weak things of the world to confound the things that are
mighty." "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast
perfected praise" (2 Cor. i. 27; Matt. xxi. 16).-Knots Untied, by
BISHOP J. C. RYLE, p. 233).

ROMAINE AND CARD-PLAYING
THE Rev. William Romaine " was one evening invited to a friend's
house, and, after tea, the lady of the house asked him to play at
cards, to which he made no objection. The cards were brought
(lUt, and when all were ready to begin playing, Romaine said, 'Let
us ask the blessing· of God.' 'Ask the blessing of God! ' said the
lady in great surprise, , I never heard of such a thing before a. game
of cards.' Romaine then inquired, 'Ought we to engage in any
thing on which wc cannot ask God's blessing?' This reproof put
·an end to the card-playing."-BIsHoP J. C. RVLE'S ChT'istian
Leaders, p. 179).
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EFFECT OF PREACHING THE WORD

GRIMSHAW of Haworth. in the 18th century, says in a letter. "Sold,
were affected by the Word, brought to see their lost estate by n:llllre,
and to experience peace through faith in the blood of Jesus. My
church began to be crowded, insomuch that many were obliged to

stand out of doors. Here, as in many places, it was amazing to sel'
and hear what weeping, roaring, and agony, many people WlTe
seized with at the apprehension of their sinful state and wrath of
God."-RYLE'S Christian Leaders, p. 115.
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