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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the 'comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS 1: 4,

"JESUS, THE SON OF GOD, THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST"

« Seeing then that we have a Great High Priest, that is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let uo hold fast our pro
fession."-Hebrews 4: 14.

THE main part of the Epistle to the Hebrews may be said to begin
at Heb. 4: 14 and to continue to Heb. 10: 18. The verse which we
have been led to take as a text is thus in the nature of a Heading
for the main subjcet. This heading can be given as " JESUS THE SON
OF GoD THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST."

The writer gave at once a very cheering message, after a serious
warning and a long exhortation to steadfastness. He opened with
an inspiring reference to the sympathy of the Lord Jesus Christ as
High Priest. "Let us hold fast our profession (or, rather, our
confession), for we have not a high priest who cannot be touched
(who cannot sympathise with) the feeling of our infirmities, but was
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." Hence the
writer said at once, "Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
of need." So also at the end of the main part he wrote: "Having
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood
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of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He hath consccratcd 1'01'

us, through the veil, that is to say His flesh, and having· a high
priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a truc 1t(,~lrt ill
fuU assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from <Ill ('vi l
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold /(lSt
the profession (confession) of our faith without wavering (1'01' If ..
is faithful that promised)" (Heb. 10: 19-23).

In this message we wish to restrict ourselves to the onc' v('r'se,
Hebrews 4: 14, and pray for the gracious guidance of Cod tlte
Holy Spirit as we seek to expound its message as a " Family POr'tion,"
giving" Words of spiritual caution, counsel, and comfort."

I.-WE HAVE A "GREAT" HIGH PRIEST

First of aB, the writer said that we have a GREAT High Priest.
Twice before he had caBed the Lord Jesus a "High Priest "-in
Heb. 2 : 17 (" Wherefore in aB things it behoved Him to b(' 11I;lde
like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faitlt/Ill
High Priest, in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliatioll for'
the sins of the people") and in Heb. 3: 1 (" Wherefore, Itoly
brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider (fix your aUl'n
tion upon) the Apostle and High Priest of our professioll (COli

fession) Christ Jesus "). But in the text (4: 14) he added the adjective
" GREAT "-a GREAT High Priest.

The adjective GREAT marks the importance of the Priesthood of
the Lord Jesus Christ and also His superiority over all others.

It seems that those early Hebrew Christians were in dangrr of
going back to Judaism, with its high priest and priests. The writl'"
set before them the Person and the glories of the LORD JESUS CHRIST
as the one High Priest of His people. It was as if he jVrote, We haw
a GREAT High Priest in the Lord Jcsus Christ, the Son of Goel;
the priests of the Jews are many-He is one; they die and successors
have to be appointed-He has an endless life and His priesthood
is one that cannot pass to another; He is able to save to the
uttermost; such a High Priest became us-He is sinless, made higher
than the heavens, perfected for evermore (Hebrews 7 : 23-28).

So, in effect, he wrote: "Fix your attention upon Him. We
have a GREAT High Priest-a wonderful, glorious, mighty, notable,
outstanding High Priest. Think of His glories, if ever you are
tempted to go back to human priests."

His greatness is seen in the wonder of His Person. He is " JESUS"

(His human name marks His wonderful condescension in His in
carnation and His human sympathy-it behaved Him to be made
like unto His brethren). He is also" SON DF GOD "-the Eternal
Son of God, of one substance with the Father, Very God. Such
is the dignity of His Person.
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He is a " Great" High Priest in view of the greatness and eternal
value of His great sacrifice. By one offering He has perfected for
ever them that are sanctified. His Person gives eternal efficacy to
His sacrifice.

He Hi a "Great" High Priest from various other aspects. His
priesthood is unique; it passes not to another. He has entered into
heaven itself. He is able to save to the uttermost. He ever lives to
make intercession.

Jesus, in Thee our eyes behold
A thousand glories more

Than the rich gems and polished gold
The sons of Aaron wore.

Their priesthood ran through several hands,
For mortal was their ra,e;

Thy never-changing o,ffice'stands
Eternal as Thy days.

He ever lives to intercede
Before His Father's face:

Give Him, my soul, thy cause to plead,
Nor doubt the Father's grace!

Isaac Watts, D.D., 1709.

n.-HE IS PASSED INTO THE HEAVENS

He has entered into the very presence of God. He has entered
within the veil.

The Levitical High Priest went into the innermost sanctuary, the
Holy of Holies, once a year on the Day of Atonement. By that
the Holy Ghost signified that the way into the holiest of all was
not yet made manifest (Hebrews 9: 7-8).

"But Christ being come a high priest of good things to come,
by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands,
that is to say, not of this building; neither by the blood of goats
and calves, but by His own blood He entered in OlJce into the holy
place, having obtained eternal redemption for us" (Heb. 9: 11-12).

In this He is our" Forerunner" (Hebrews 6: 19, 20)-" Which
hope we have as an anchor of the soul both sure and steadfast and
which entereth into that within the veil, with the forerunner (or,
as a forerunner, R.V.) is for us entered, even Jesus, made a High
Priest after the order of Melchizedek."

Or, as it is expressed in Heb. 9: 24: "For Christ is not entered
into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the
true; but INTO HEAVEN ITSELF, now to appear in the presence of
God for us."
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Far, far beyond these lower skies,
Up to the glories all His own,

Where we by faith lift up our eyes,
There Jesus our Forerunner's gone.

Samuel Medley, 1789.
The original words can be rendered that He has passed « through

the heavens "-He has gone" beyond these lower skies" (as Samuel
Medley put it)-He has passed through the visible heavens, the
aerial heavens, right into the very Holiest of all. Today we read of
a new" Sputnik" in the higher heavens-may it remind us that
the Lord Jesus" passed through the heavens."

What a " Return H Olffiel " it was for Him! He had left the glory
which He had with His Father before the world was (John 17 : 5).
Being in the form of God He had thought it not a position and
prize to be grudgingly retained (PhiI. 2 : 6). He became Surety for
His people.

With pitying eyes, the Prince of Grace
Beheld our helpless grief;

He saw, and-O amazing love!
He came to our relief.

Isaac Watts, 1709.
"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him

a Name which is above every name" (Phi!. 2: 9).

Jesus is gone up on high;
Angels come to meet their King!

Shouts triumphant rend the sky
While the Victor's praise they sing:

"Open now, ye heavenly gates!
'Tis the King of glory waits."

Thomas Kelly, 1804.
lIl.-LET us HOLD FAST OUR CONFESSION

The translation of the latter part of the verse we have taken as
a text is in the Revised Version: "Let us hold fast our confession."
This is nearer to the meaning of the word in the original Greek,
as also in Heb. 3 : 1 and 10: 23.

It speaks of our confession of the Lord Jesus Christ, our faith
in Him, our confession of Him as the Son of God, as the great
High Priest of His people, as the Mediator of the New Covenant,
as the One Sacrifice once for all offered, as our Ransom, the
Propitiation for our sins. Let us hold this fast!

There is no one else able to meet our need. That we have such
a Great High Priest is a reason why we should hold fast to God's
revelation concerning Him. Moreover, He is not one who cannot
feel or sympathise with our infirmities-He is One to Whom we
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can look for sympathy and help. Let us hold to our confession of
the Person of Christ. Let us do so "without wavering" (Heb.
10 : 23). ,

Those early Hebrew Christians were in danger of apostatising.
They were warned to give the more earnest heed to the things that
they had heard-the truths of the Gospel, the Person of Christ, the
doctrines of grace-lest at any time they should let them slip
(Hebrews 2: 1). They were to consider one another. They were
not to forsake the assembling of themselves together (Heb. 10: 24,
25).

All this speaks to the Lord's people in these days of apostacy
from the truths of the Gospel. Since we have such a Great High
Priest, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession of Him.
It needs strength, courage, patience to do this today: let us seek
it from God that by word or deed or lack of public acknowledgment
we shall not show ourselves ashamed of Him or of His cause. He
is a sympathetic High Priest, through Whom we can come boldly
to obtain mercy (which we need daily) and grace to help in time of
need. He is not ashamed to call us brethren: shall we be ashamed
of Him?

In The Gospel Magadne for April, 1774, there appeared a hymn
headed:

"Shame of Jesus conquer'd by Love,
By a Youth of Ten Years."

It was a revised form of the hymn:

Jesus! and it shall ever be,
A mortal man ashamed of Thee!

This had been published in 1765 by Joseph Grigg, whose hymn
writing was said to have begun at ten years of age (the statement
in The Gospel Magadne, 1774, seems to have been the first mention
of it, and, so far as we know, there is no confirmation of it).
Whether its first draft was at so tender an age or not, it gives a
lovely closing thought:

And oh, may this my portion be,
That Saviour not ashamed of me! w.n.s.

La! the incarnate God ascended,
Pleads the merit of His blood:

Venture on Him, venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude;

None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good.

Joseph Hart, 1759.
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WAYSIDE NOTES

GLORIFYING THE LORD IN THE FIRES

NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE REV. WM. PARKS, B.A. (MANCHESTER)

U Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires, even the name of the
Lord God of Israel in the isles of the sea."-Isa. 24: 15.

You will remember I closed my sermon last Sunday morning
with an objection that God's poor people often make against His
love for them. It is this: "If we are beloved of God, why are
we afflicted? why are we tried? why are we tempted?" And
I answered this by stating that these things must be in order to
make us in some measure conforn\able to Christ's suffering-s, to
make us sick of sin, to ex:ercise. our graces, and have an ex:perimental
knowledge of God's dealings with His people.

Affliction in some form or another is the lot of all God's people.
Some, I grant, seem to be more heavily afflicted than ~then;, why
we cannot say, but, doubtless, we shall know hereafter. But God's
people in all times have been afflicted, and to this day are afflicted,
in some way or another. I will just name a few forms of this
affliction, e.g.: (1) Unsuccessfulness in business; (2) an ungodly
family; (3) bodily sickness; (4) disappointed hopes; (5) violent tempt
ations; (6) vicious persecution. Anyone of these forms is a sore
affliction, but some of God's family have had to pass through many
of them. Poor David knew something of most of them; and Paul
knew something of a few of them. No saint is ex:empt. We all have
some sort of " a thorn in the flesh," and some have many thorns.

Poor superficial people ask, Why should we be thus afflicted?
I have answered the question already. We must be tried by fire,
to see what metal we are made of; and we must be tried by fire to
purge away our dross. It might be objected, "We thought that
Christ's blood cleansed all that away." Christ's blood cleanseth from
all sin, and the individual who has that applied to him is free from
condemnation. But he must be put into the fire, notwithstanding,
that he may know what the separation of the precious from the vile
means, and what the difference is between the dross and the gold.
If we were never put into the fire, we should not know that there
is. not a single particle of good in us, but the grace that God hath
gIven us.

First, I would now ex:plain the text, and show when we glorify
God in the fires.

EX:PLANATION OF THE TEX:T

The prophet, in this chapter, is describing the terrible judgments
coming upon the land; and, as usual, speaks of the remnant that
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was to be preserved, not from the fires, mark you, but from the
destruction that was to come upon the masses. After an awful
description of what God was to do with the wicked, the prophet
says, "When thus it shall be in the midst of the land among the
people, there shall be as the shaking of an olive tree, and as the
gleaning grapes when the vintage is done. They shall lift up their
voice, they shall sing for the majesty of the Lord, they shall cry
aloud from the sea. Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires,
even the name of the Lord God of Israel in the isles of the sea."

As much as to say, There will be a few of the Lord's people left,
and those people, though they shall not escape the fires, yet shall they
be safe from destruction. These shall ultimately sing and shout for
the majesty of the Lord, even from the most distant parts of the
earth, where some few are found. This being sure to be the case,
the prophet exhorts these people now passing through the fires to
glorify the Lord, not to sing unto the Lord; for, when they are in
the fires they cannot sing; but to glorify the Lord, even the Lord of
Israel, wherever they may be placed, no matter how far off, even
" in the isles of the sea."

There are judgments now upon the earth, as well as coming upon
the earth, and there are so many fires through which we, God's
people, have to pass.. The curse that is upon the earth affects even
us, though it cannot crush or destroy us. The afflictions I have
already named are emanations from this curse, yet we are called
upon to glorify the Lord in the. midst of them. The question is,
When do we glorify the Lord in the fires? I will tell you.

WHEN WE GLORIFY THE LORD IN THE FIRES

1. We glorify the Lord in the fires, when we pray for grace to
enable us to endure the trial, and to' enable us to! see' thdJi it is not
undeserved, but that it is all right as a chastisement for our sins.
My dear hearers, it is a bad sign' when one in the fires exclaims
with Cain, " My punishment is greater than I can bear!" I know
that pain of any kind is calculated to make us querulous and irritable
and impatient. I know, too, that even a child of God under pain or
anguish, may forget himself and murmur, "Poor Job did thus."
Still, if we could always bear in mind orur utter worthlessness, and
our aggravated sins, we should glorify God in the fires by praying
for more and more grace, enabling us to say, "Lord, not our will,
but Thine, be done." When I have seen a child of God fretful and,
Jonah-like, under the pain of fiery trial, I have said to myself, " Oh
that the Lord might give you a fresh sight of unworthiness and
sin, and then your murmurings would cease, and you would glorify
the Lord in the fires by praying for grace."

Is it not a blessed thing, dear brethren in the Lord, that there is
no threat here, no judgment pronounced against those who do not
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glorify the Lord in the fires? For surely some of God's children
have failed to do this thing. Oh, thanks be to God, our salvation
does not depend upon our glorifying the Lord in the fires. Still
I would that the Lord would give us grace to honour and glorify
Him in the very midsst of the fire.

lance read of a dear man of God who, in the greatest agony of
bodily suffering used often to say, " Lord, I groan: Lord, I groan;
but Thou knowest I do not grumble." Ah, there must have been
great grace there.

2. We glorify the Lord in the fires, when we really believe that
God does not put us into the fire bwt for our good, and His own
glory. But how frequently do we forget' God's wisdom in all this.
Why, we often act and think and say as if God wer; some poor
Trier of experiments, or that He worked at haphazards, not knowing
exactly what He was going to do, or what He wanted to do. But,
if we always could remember that "known unto God are all His
works from the beginning," we should recognise a plan, or part of a
plan, in every trial or affliction we endure.

Brother, have you been suddenly cut down in the midst of use
fulness? You are in the fire, but God has a purpose in it. Sister,
have your best efforts been blasted, though you meant them for the
glory of God? You are in the fire, but God's wisdom must account
for it all. Glorify Him, then, by acknowledging this.

3. We glorify the Lord in the fires, when we can say, " We know
not what God does with us now, but we shall know hereafter."
Oh the ignorance and presumption of even God's children! They
think they should know everything, and think it very hard when a
secret of God's is kept from them.

Why, my dear brethren, look at home for an illustration. Do
you tell your babes the reason why you do this or that? Sometimes
you punish them, sometimes you dandle them, sometimes you actu
ally hurt them, for you cut them to inoculate them; sometimes you
plunge them into the water, and sometimes you force medicine
down their throats; and do you tell them why you do this? Surely
not. Now, you yourselves are but babes with God, and is it likely
that He will tell you why He does thus or thus?

" Ah, but," you say, "we are more than babes, we are reasonable
creatures, and we ought to be dealt with accordingly." To which
I answer, There is far less dissimilarity between you and your
youngest babe than there is between you and God. Besides, you are
as irrational as you can be with respect to godly discipline. Hush,
then, and glorify the Lord in the fires by being content to wait till
hereafter to know what the Lord meant by putting you into them.

4. We glorify God in the fires, when we can thank Him for
putting us in them, thank Hz;m for chastening us, thank Him for not



The Gospel Magazine 249

letting us alone. Who can tell what incalculable misery God has
saved us by putting us in the fires?

Here, say, is a man who has been on a bed of pain and anguish
for weeks and months. Oh, my brother, it might have been worse!
What, if God had given you health and strength, and suffered you
to dishonour His name, and destroy your own soul?

There is a man whose earthly prospects have been blighted, and
from affluence has been hurled down to poverty. Oh, my brother,
it might have been worse! What, if God had laden you with riches,
and had suffered you to worship them instead of Him? Oh, glorify
the Lord, then, in the fires!

Here is another who, by the violence of temptation, has miserably
fallen, and now has an indelible stain upon his character; what
hotter fire than that? Oh, it might have been worse! You might
have been permitted to go quietly to hell as a painted hypocrite,
but now you see there is nothing to save you but Christ's blood.
Oh, glorify the Lord, then, in the fires!

Here is a fourth with an ungodly family, his earthly happiness
marred through the children of disobedience in his house; what
more burning fire than that? Oh, my brother, it might have been
worse, if all your family were as you would have them, you would
forget, or be inclined to question, the sovereignty of God; you would
forget Him who made you to differ from others, you would have
the word grace blotted out of your vocabulary, and be but a poor
pharisee, presuming upon your own righteousness! Oh, glorify
the Lord, then, in the fires, for there is a fire hotter than that,
i.e., hell!

PRACTICAL REMARKS

:My dear hearers, there is not one amongst us who, on looking
back, can say, "I have glorified the Lord in the fires as I ought."
No, no. We all htive been murmuring and fretful and unresigned in
the midst of trials, afflictions, and temptations we have had to pass
through. But surely, if we are faithful to our experiences, we must
say that God has not left us without help and consolation in the
fires.

I will confess for myself that in the hottest fires I have been in
the Lord has always graciously sustained me; and, when the devil
or man has tried to persude me I was under the curse, instead of
in the purifying fires of God, the Lord has so manifested His good
will towards me, that there could be no quesstion in the matter.

I have reason to glorify the Lord .in the fires, then. May you
have similar reason! may He give you grace upon grace to be
submissive under His chastening hand, and more light to see that
all fires that He causes you to pass through, whether of mind, body,
or estate, are for the wisest of purposes, and that what you do not
know now, you shall know hereafter! WILLIAM PARKS.
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PILGRIM PAPERS

THOMAS SCOTT AND THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE

THE INFLUENCE OF PRAYER

I WOULD observe the influence which prayer appears to have had in
effecting this change.

I am aware that the world, though called Christian, is come to
such a pass, that the very mention of this subject in many com
panies is accounted ill manners, or even received with ridicule; and
that being known to maintain a constant communion with God,
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, is alone sufficient to
denominate any person a "methodist."

It is, however, most certain, that the Word of God is full of
precepts, instructions, exhortations, invitations, promises, and
examples to this effect. He never read his Bible, who knows not this;
nor can any man, under any pretence whatever, make a jest of this
great duty and privilege of a believer, without pouring contempt
upon the holy Scriptures, and insulting the brightest characters there
proposed to us as examples, not excepting the Lord Jesus himself.

Let men, therefore, under the profession of Christianity, be as
irreligious and profane as they please, I shall not be ashamed to
speak upon so unfashionable a topic: for if the Word of God be
true, he never knew any thing as he ought to know, never believed,
never repented, never performed one duty aright in his life, who
hath not sought all his wisdom, knowledge, faith, repentance, and
sufficiency for obedience, from God, by fervent, instant, persevering
prayer.

Time was, even since I had souls committed to my care, that
I lived in the neglect of this duty, and so "without God in the
world"; but since, through his forbearance and mercy, I have been
in earnest about the salvation of my own soul, and the souls of
other men, my conduct in this respect has been very different.

"If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children; how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask him?" and "if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." As he is the Spirit of truth, it
is his office to lead us into all truth, and to teach us all things;
for he searches and reveals the deep things of God. It is expressly
promised in the true church, that all her " children shall be taught
.of the Lord (Isa. 54: 13). Referring to this, Christ hath declared
that none can come unto him, except he be drawn of the Father,
and taught of God (John 6: 44, 45). And St. Paul declares, that

-
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"

"the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God;
for they are foolishness to him; neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. 2: 14). The natural man
is explained in Jude, by not having the Spirit; which is evidently
the apostle's meaning in this passage; for in the preceding verse he
declares that he preached the gospel, "not in words which man's
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing
spiritual things with spiritual."

On these grounds I concluded that man's natural understanding
could not, spiritually or profitably, receive the knowledge of revealed
mysteries, unless it were enlightened by the Holy Spirit.

I learned also, that our eyes may be blinded by Satan, the god
and prince of this world; that our understandings may be closed,
and a veil be upon our hearts, when we read the Word of God;
in which case the letter of the Scriptures, without the Spirit, only
kiIleth. Hence the need of the "understanding being opened, to
understand the scriptures" ; for want of which the plainest discourses
of our Lord to his disciples, concerning his sufferings, death, and
resurrection, were hidden from them, and they understood them
not. The veil also must be taken from the heart: for want of which
the Jews, in reading the Old Testament, cannot understand the
plainest declarations of Moses and the prophets concerning their
promised Saviour.

The Scriptures also everywhere declare, that true wisdom is the
gift of God, and must be asked of him, by everyone who would
be wise unto salvation; that" the secret of the Lord is with them
that fear him"; and that those who receive not the love of the truth,
that they may be saved, are given over to a strong delusion, to
believe a lie; that they might all be damned who believe not the
truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thess. 2: 10-12).

On these grounds, and depending upon the promises and invit
ations so plentifully interspersed throughout the Scriptures; when
I began to enquire after the truth, I w.as led also in some measure
to cry unto the Lord for his guidance and teaching; and, as my
mind grew more engaged, and my difficulties in extricating myself
from the labyrinths of controversy increased, I became more and
more earnest, constant, and particular, in making my requests
known unto God. My constant praver to the Lord was, to be
delivered from pride and prejudice, blindness of heart, contempt of
the truth, obstinacy, enthusiasm, ignorance, and error; and that the'
Lord would give me wisdom and knowledge, guide me to the truth
as it is in Je~ms, open my understanding, take away the veil from
my heart, and make known unto me the way of salvation which is
revealed to sinners in his holy Word.

Thus, waitinII upon the Lord according to his own appointment,
depending on him, and pleading his promises from day to day, I
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was led from one thing to another, until my view of religious truth
was totally changed. This I most firmly believe to have been by
the promised teaching of the Spirit of truth, powerfully enlightening
my mind, opening the Scriptures, and, by dispelling the clouds of
error and prejudice, enabling me to receive the truth in faith and
love.

I am conscious that I have no intention, in speaking thus publicly
on such a subject, but to advance the glory of God in the salvation
of souls. But, as in his presence, I must declare that I have prayed
over many of the most interesting passages of Scripture, chapter by
chapter, and often verse by verse, with the most anxious dread of
rejecting or mistaking the truth, or embracing a falsehood; and with
the most earnest desi.{e of knowing what that doctrine was which
Jesus and his apostles taught. In the sight of God, I am sensible
I have abundant cause to be humbled, and ashamed of my frequent
remissness, and the continual defilements of my prayers; but,- as
surely as I believe his promises to be faithful, as surely as I believe
him to be a God -that heareth prayer; so surely do I believe, that
"flesh and blood hath not revealed" to me the doctrines I now
preach, but God himself by his Holy Spirit.

Reader, whoever thou art, if thy conscience testifies that thou
hast hitherto lived in the neglect of this important duty, or the
formal, lifeless, unmeaning performance of it with thy lips, while
thy heart hath been disengaged, and thy thoughts allowedly wander
ing to the ends of the earth; if thou hast not been accustomed by
fervent prayer to seek wisdom from God by his teaching Spirit; if
thou knowest not what it is to exercise,faith upon the promises
pointed out to thee, nor to plead them in prayer to a promise
keeping God; if all thy knowledge of Divine things hath been
acquired by leaning to thy own understanding; if in reading the
Scriptures thou hast looked more to learned critics, commentators,
and expositors, than to the illuminating Spirit of God: then be as
sure, as the Word of God is true, and as we are concerned in it,
that "the light which is in thee is darkness," and that thou
" knowest nothing yet as thou oughtest to know." May the Lord
effectually incline thine heart to take a contrary course, and to seek
wisdom where alone it can be found, even from the Lord, "the
Father of lights, and the giver of every good and perfect gift," who
hath invited and commanded thee to ask, that it may be given thee!

THOMAS SeOTT, « Force of Truth."

tl
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THE PULL FOR JOHN 6: 37

WELL, about a year and a half afterwards, that wicked sinful
thought, of which I have spoken before, went through my wicked
heart, even this thought, Let Christ go, if He will: so when I was
fallen under the guilt for this, the remembrance of my .other
thought, and of the effect thereof, would also come upon me with
this retort, which also carried rebuke along with it, Now you ma:y
see that God, doth know the most secret tholUghts of the heart.

And with this, that of the passages that were betwixt the Lord,
and His servant Gideon, fell upon my spirit; how because that
Gideon tempted God with his fleece, both wet and dry, when he
should have believed and ventured upon His word; therefore the
Lord did 'afterwards so try him, as to send him against an innumer
able company of enemies, and that too, as to outward appearance,
without any strength or help (Judges 6: 7). Thus He served me,
and that justly, for I should have believed His word, and not have
put an if upon the all-seeingness of God.

And now to show you something of the advantages that I also
have gained by this temptation: and first, by this I was made
continually to possess in my soul a very wonderful sense both of
the blessing and glory of God, and of His beloved Son; in the
temptation that went before, my soul was perplexed with unbelief,
blasphemy, hardness of heart, questions about the being of God,
Christ, the truth of the word, and certainty of the world to come:
I say, then I was greatly assaulted and tormented with atheism,
but now the case was otherwise; now was God and Christ con
tinually before my face, though not in a way of comfort, but in a
way of exceeding dread and t!<rror. The glory of the holiness of
God did at this time break me to pieces; and the bowels and
compassion of Christ did break me as on the wheel; for I could
not consider Him but as a lost and rejected Christ, the remembrance
of which was as the continual breaking of my bones.

The scriptures also were wonderful things unto me; I saw that the
truth and verity of them were the keys of the kingdom of. heaven;
tho'Se that the scriptures favour, they must inherit bliss; but those
that they oppose and condemn, must perish for evermore: Oh!
this word, For the scriptures cannot be broken, would rend the caul
of my heart: and so would that other, Whos.e sins ye remit, they
are remitted; but whose sins ye retain, they are retai.ned. Now I
saw the apostles to be the elders of the city of refuge (Joshua 20: 4).
Those that they were to receive in, were received to life; but those
that they shut out, were to be slain by the avenger of blood.
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Oh! one sentence of the scripture did more afflict and terrify
my mind, I mean those sentences that stood against me (as some
times I thought they everyone did) more, I say, than an army of
forty thousand men that might have come against me. Woe be to
him against whom the scriptures bend themselves!

By this temptation I was made to see more into the nature of
the promises than ever I was before; for I lying now trembling
under the mighty hand of God, continually torn and rent by the
thundering of His justice: this made me with careful heart, and
watchful eye, with great fearfulness to turn over every leaf, and
with much diligence, mixed with trembling, to consider every sen
tence, together with its natural force and latitude.

, By this temptation also I was greatly holden off from my former
foolish practice of putting by the ~ord of promise when it came
into my mind; for now, though I could not suck that comfort and
sweetness from the promise, as I had done at other times; yet, like
to a man sinking, I would catch at all I saw: formerly I thought
I might not meddle with the promise, unless I felt its comfort, but
now 'twas no time thus to do; the avenger of blood too hardly did
pursue me.

Now therefore was I glad to catch at that word which yet I feared
I had no ground or right to own; and even to leap into the bosom
of that promise that yet I feared did shut its heart against me.
Now also I should labour to take the word as God hath laid it
down, without restraining the natural force of one syllable thereof:
O! what did I now see in that blessed sixth of John; And him
that cometh to me, I will in no wis,e cast out (John 6: 37), Now
I begin to consider with myself, that God hath a bigger mouth to
speak with, than I had a heart to conceive with; I thought also with
myself, that He spake not His words in haste, or in an unadvised
heat, but with infinite wisdom and judgment, and in very truth
and faithfulness (2 Sam, 3 : 28).

I should in these days, often in my greatest agonies, often flounce
towards the promise (as the horses do towards sound ground, that
yet stick in the mire); concluding (though as one almost bereft of
his wits through fear) on this I will rest and stay, and leave the
fulfilling of it to the God of heaven that made it. Oh! many a
pull hath my heart had with Satan, for that blessed sixth of John:
I did not now, as at other times, look principally for comfort
(though, 0 how welcome would it have been unto me!) But now
a word, a word to lean a weary soul upon, that it might not sink
for ever! 'twas that _I hunted for.

Yea, often when I have been making to the promise, I have
seen as if the Lord would refuse my soul for ever; I was often as



if I had run upon the pikes, and as if the Lord had thrust at me, to
keep me from Him, as with a flaming sword. Then I should think
of Esther, who went to petition the king contrary to the law (Esther
4: 16). I thought also of Benhadad's servants, who went with ropes
upon their heads to their enemies for mercy (1 Kings 20: 31, etc.).
The woman of Canaan also, that would not be daunted, though
called dog by Christ (Matt. 15: 22, etc.), and the man that went
to borrow bread at midnight (Luke 11 : 5-8, etc.), were great encour
agements unto me.

I never saw those heights and depths in grace, and love, and
mercy, as I saw after this temptation; great sins to draw out
great grace; and where guilt is most terrible and fierce, there the
mercy of God in Christ, when showed to the soul, appears most
high and mighty. When fob had passed through his captivity,
he had twice as much as he had before (Job 42 : 10). Blessed be
God for Jesus Christ our Lord. Many other things I might here
make observation of, but I would be brief, and therefore shall at
this time omit them; and do pray God that my harms may make
others fear to offend, lest they also be made to bear the iron yoke
as I did.

I had two or three times, at or about my deliverance from this
temptation, such strange apprehensions of the grace of God, that I
could hardly bear up under it: it was so out of measure amazing,
when I thought it could reach me, that I do think if that sense of
it had abode long upon me, it would have made me incapable for
business.

Now I shall go forward to give you a relation of other of the
Lord's dealings with me at sundry other seasons, and of the tempta
tions I then did meet withal. I shall begin with what I met with
when first I did join in fellowship with the people of God in
Bedford. After I had propounded to the church, that my desire
was to walk in the order and ordinances of Christ with them, and
was also admitted by them: while I thought of that blessed ordin
ance of Christ, which was His last supper with His disciples before
His death, that Scripture, Do this in remembrance of Me (Luke
22 : 19), was made a very precious word unto me; for by it the
Lord did come down upon my conscience with the discovery of
His death for my sins; and as I then felt, did as if He plunged me
in the virtue of the same. But behold, I had not been long a
partaker of that ordinance, but such fierce and sad temptations
did attend me at all times therein, both to blaspheme the ordinance,
and to wish some deadly thing to those that then did eat thereof:
that lest I should at any time be guilty of consenting to these
wicked and fearful thoughts, I was forced to bend myself all the
while, to pray to God to keep me from such blasphemies: and
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also to cry to God to bless the bread and cup to them, as it went
from mouth to mouth. The reason of this temptation, I have
thought since, was, because I did not with that reverence that
became me at first, approach to partake thereof.

Thus I continued for three-quarters of a year, and could never
have rest nor ease: but at the last the Lord came in upon my soul
with that same Scripture, by which my soul was visited before: and
after that, I have been usually very well and comfortable in the
partakin~ of that blessed ordinance; and have, I trust, therein
discerned the Lord's body, as broken for my sins, and that His
precious blood hath been shed for my transgressions.

Upon a time I was something inclining to a consumption, where
with about the spring I was suddenly and violently seized, with
much weakness in my outward man; insomuch that I thought I
could not live. Now began I afresh to give myself up to a serious
examination after my state and condition for the future, and of
my evidences for that blessed world to come: for it hath, I bless the
name of God, been my usual course, as always, so especially in the
day of affliction, to endeavour to keep my interest in the life to
come, clear before mine eyes.

But I had no sooner began to recall to mind my former experience
of the goodness of God to my soul, but there came flocking into
my mind an innumerable company of my sins and transgressions;
amongst which these were at this time most to my affliction; namely,
my deadness, dulness, and coldness in holy duties; my wanderings
of heart, of my wearisomeness in all good things, my want of love
to God, His ways and people, with this at the end of all, Are these
the fruits of Christianity? Are these tokens of a blessed man?

At the apprehensions of these things my sickness was doubled upon
me; for now I was sick in my inward man, my soul was clogged
with I::,ruilt; now also was my former experience of God's goodness
to me, quite taken out of my mind, and hid as if they had never
been, or seen: now was my soul greatly pinched between these two
considerations. Live I must·not, die I dare not. Now I sunk and
fell in my spirit, and was giving up all for, lost; but as I was
walking up and down in the house, as a man in a most woeful
state, that word. of God took hold of my heart, Ye are ,iustified
freely by His grace, thwugh the redemptz~on that is in Christ Jesus
(Rom 3 : 24). But oh! what a turn it made, upon me!

Now was I as one awaked out of some troublesome sleep and
dream; and listening to this heavenly sentence, I was as if I had
heard it thus expounded to me : Sinner, thou thinke'St, that because
of thy sins and in;firmities, I cannot save thy soul; but behold My



Son is by Me, and upon Him I look, and not on thee, and shall deal
with thee according as I am pleased with Him. At this I was
greatly lightened in my mind, and made. to understand, that God
could justify a sinner at any time; it was but His looking upon
Christ, and imputing His benefits to us, and the work was forth
with done.
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And as I was thus in a muse,. that scripture also came with
great power upon my spirit, Not by works of righteousness that we
have dJone, but according to His mercy H,e' hath saved us, etc. (2
Tim. 1. 9; Tit. 3 : 5). Now was I got on high, I saw myself within
the arms of grace and mercy; and though I was before afraid to
think of a dying hour, yet now I cried, Let me di'e: Now death
was lovely and beautiful in my sight, for I saw We shall never live
indeed, till we be gone to the other world. Oh! methought this life
is but a slumber, in comparison with that above. At this time also
I saw more in these words, Heirs of God (Rom. 8: 17), than ever
I shall be able to express while I live in this world: Heirs of God!
God Himself is the portion of the saints. This I saw and wondered
at, but cannot tell you what I saw.

JOHN BUNYAN, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners.

A TESTIMONY

NEW ZEALAND: " .... I have the highest regard for your
magazine, and in the years past it has been a source of real blessing.
. . . . I can testify that I have found the Lord an all-sufficient
Saviour. . . . . What a lot one could say of constant care and
preservation-' kept by the power of God,' guided, cared for, fed,
clothed, armed, carried and supported over terrible places. He is
faithful, and will be so till safe in Glory wC' are landed. Meantime
I go on pressing on the upward way looking unto Jesus" (March
6th, 1958).

Our correspondent specially mentions Galatians 3 : 22-24 as the
portion most wonderfully used of the Lord to the salvation of his
soul, and acknowledges great help through Luther on Galatians,
Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress and Holy War, and Philpot's messages
on "What it is that saves a soul" and the "Cleansing of the
Leper." He enquires for books of Sermons by Philpot.
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THE KING

T. PITTAWAY.

T. PITTAWAY.

Tune: Galilee.

« And the Lord shall be king over all the earth."-Zechariah 14: 9.

The Lord Jehovah shall be King
And every tribe shall own His sway;

All nations shall His praises sing
And at His feet their tribute lay.

So surely as the Holy Ghost
By seers and prophets spake of old,

His rule shall be from coast to coast
And all the earth shall be His fold.

God's Spirit worketh not in vain,
His plan shall not frustrated be;

The Lord Omnipotent shall reign
From pole to pole, from sea to sea.

Where Satan triumphed by his wile
Shall Jesus Christ with praise be crowned,

Whilst every continent and isle
Shall be accounted hallowed ground.

For this glad time our spirits long
As we pursue our pilgrim way,

Since we have heard the angels' song
Inviting to the courts of Day.

Rodden Rectory, Frome.

THE PSALTER OF ETERNITY

The Psalter of Eternity
Could not completed be

Without the reminiscences
Of grace which succoured thee.

The searching discipline of pain,
Borne by the sons of light,

Will have its meaning made quite plain
When Heaven shall glad their sight.

Then shall they sing how God's strong arm
Was at their own right hand,

To bring them comfort in their need
And help them firm to stand.

Rodden Rectory, Frame.

,
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

THE ASCENDED LORD

A SERMON BY THE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, DUBLIN, 1848.

SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY

co Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels,
and authorities, and powers, belhg made subject unto Hvm."
-1 Peter 3 : 22.

THE subject which has led me to select this passage for our present
consideration is the Ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ, a fact which
is not to be regarded by us as a mere theological theory, inasmuch
as it has a large bearing upon the security and happiness of the
Church of God.

We would consider the passage as bringing before us, in the first
place, the fact and the nature of the ascension of the Lord Jesus
Christ, who, as the Apostle says, is "gone into heaven";

Secondly, the po'Sition which He there occupies-He is "on the
right hand of God";

Thirdly, the dominion which He exercises-" Angels, and authori
ties, and powers being made subject unto Him."

I.-THE FACT OF THE ASCENSION

First, as to the fact and the nature of the ascension of the Lord
Jesus Christ. I do believe that in proportion as the Christian mind
becomes intelligent in spiritual things, just in that proportion will
the resurrection history of our Lord Jesus Christ becomes intensely
interesting, because it takes us v:"ho think upon such matters-it
takes us individually, into resurrection life.

It is very chilling when one is brought to the threshold of another
world to be told, that God has dropped a curtain which conceals
the large future from our view. Now, I do not want the future to be
concealed from me, because God has not concealed it. When I read
of the Lord Jesus Christ, a re'Surrectiorn, man in. my v.ery humanity,
I love to follow Him during those forty days that He was on earth
after His resurrection; the curious mind searches into the subject,
and derives comfort, and encouragement, and support from the
consideration of it.

The resurrection history of the Lord Jesus is not our main
subject at this time, but we shall say something of it. I do believe,
brethren, that we do not enter sufficiently into the fact of the
resurrection. Always bear in mind that it is the great fact which
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stands forward as the triumphal evidence of the truth of Christianity.
When Apostles and Evangelists went from place .to place, preaching
the Gospel of the kingdom, they always appealed to the fact of the
resurrection as the evidence of the truth of aB that they said.

Not only is it this, but it is also the evidence that the whole
Church of God's election-the whole family of His redeemed-is
saved. We must always view the Lord Jesus as the f!ead and
Representative of His people, Himself the embodiment of His
Church; and, viewing Him as such, as surely as He triumphed over
the powers of darkness, so surely must His people triumph over
the powers of darkness too.

The ascension of the Lord Jesus is a wonderful fact, of which
we have, in Scripture, the plain, simple narrative. In the 24th of
Luke, and in the 1st of Acts, we are told that His anxious, watching
disciples saw Him ascend to heaven in His risen body. "A cloud,"
we are told, "received :tErn out of their sight"; and as they stood
gazing upon the scene two messengers from another world said to
them, "This same Jesus that is taken up from you into heaven
shall so come, in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven."

Afterwards, in the 7th of Acts, we read that, when the Lord's
servant, Stephen, was crushed under the weight of persecution, and
at the moment when his spirit was about to take its flight from his
poor, suffering body, the heavens were opened unto him, and he
saw" the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God." It was
not a vision of Deity that he had; it was" the Son of Man "-the
identical Jesus who had tabernacled amongst men. .

So much as to the nature of the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ.
He is now at the right hand of God in our humanity. Here is
comfort for the Church of God. We want the sympathy of Jesus;
we want it in our daily history-our trials, our conflicts, our diffi
culties. Now, when the child of God is enabled to apprehend
rightly the ascension of the Lord Jesus, he finds comfort, as he
brings His sympathy and His Almighty power to bear on all his
circumstances.

H.-THE POSITION WHICH THE LORD JESUS OCCUPIES

The second subject which comes under our consideration is, the
position which the Lord Jesus now occupies. He is "at the right
hand of God."

I need not tell you that this is a declaration which is of very
frequent occurrence in Scripture. It was prophetically declared
of Him long before He was manifested in the flesh-it was written
of Him in the 110th Psalm~"The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit
thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool."
The 1st of Ephesians tells us, that when He rose from the dead
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His Father set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places
" far above all principahty, and power, and might, and dominion,
and every name that is named, not ,only in this world~ but also' in
that which is to come."

Now this fact, this declared fact, that the Lord Jesus is set down
at the right hand of God, brings before us much precious doctrine.

(a) In the first place, we maintain it to be a great argument, if such
were wanted, for the divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ. I should
wonder greatly, were I ignorant of the amazing crookedness and
perverseness of the human mind, how anyone of common honesty
can take those portions of the Word of God which speak of the
Lord Jesus sitting at the right hand of God, and then say that He
is nothing but a mere creature.

The Apostle, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost, seems to
anticipate this; and, therefore, when he, as it were, piles up argu
ment upon argument in proof of the divinity of the Lord Jesus, he
says, "To which of the angels said He at any time, Sit on my right
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?" I marvel greatly
at the conception which deistical men have formed of Deity, when
they imagine that a mere man sits on "the right hand of the
Majesty on high," on an equality with God. You remember what
the Lord Jesus says in the 17th of John-" Now, 0 Father, glorify
thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee
before the world was."

(b) But, we not only take comfort in seeing that the fact that the
Lord Jesus Christ now sits at the right hand of God is a great
argument for His divinity, we also look at another subject, to which
we have already alluded, and which appears to us to be, if we may
say so, even more interesting-I mean the great truth, that He now
sits at the right hand of God in our humanity. He sits there in the
humanity which He assumed when He tabernacled amongst men
the great evidence that His work is finished.

There is an elaborate argument, based upon this fact, in the
10th of Hebrews. You will bear in mind, that the Apostle there
speaks to Jews; he reminds them that in their former dispensation
there was a repetition of sacrifices. Annually, there was, on the
great day of atonement, ,an expiation for the sins of the con
gregation; daily, there were sacrifices offered by the priests for the
sins of the people. But, he says, " This man"-this Priest, the Lord
Jesus Christ-" after He had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever
sat down on the right hand of God." "For by one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified."

Believe me, dear brethren, that much as we all abominate and
despise the absurd and gross system of idolatry which tells us that
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we are to worship" the wafer," or a bit of bread, and that we are
to deem it to be a sacrifice for sin, there is a spirit very much akin
to this dwelling in the breast of the man who is not satisfied with
what Jesus has done, but' who wants, by some work of his own,
to establish a righteousness for himself in the sight of God. Dear
brethren, the Lord Jesus has finished the work which His Father
gave Him to do. And let it be impressed .on the minds of all God's'
dear children, they never had to do it with tqeir own salvation,
and it is God's great glory that they never shall have.to do with it.
Upon the head of Jesus must the crown rest. He hath pe·rfected
for ever them that are sanctified. He is at the right hand of God
in our humanity-the evidence to us that His work is finished, and
that His people are a saved people.

Moreover, He is at the right hand of God; and at this very
moment that His servant is speaking- of Him and for His truth, He
sits there as the Representative of His whole Body. If you rig-htly
take in this idea, you will perceive that heaven and earth should
more easily pass away-the greatest impossibility you can conceive
should more easily become fact-than that one of those whom
Scripture declares to have died with Him, and risen with Him, and
to have been made to sit together in heavenly places with Him,
should be torn from His breast, and from His shoulder.

IlL-THE DOMINION WHICH THE LORD EXERCISES

We have to consider, in the next place, the administration that the
Lord Jesus exercises over a angels, and authorities, and powers."
I take " angels" to include that large host of spiritual intelligences
of which you and I know nothing, except what is revealed to us in
Scripture concerning them.

Angels are sometimes spoken Qf as "good," and sometimes as
" evil" angels. They are spoken of as' consisting of legions. I n the
5th of Mark you read of some" two thousand" of these evil spirits
taking possession of the body of one man. And you remember that
when our blessed Lord was tempted by His followers to free Himself
from the persecution that awaited Him, He said, "Thinkest thou
that I cannot now pray to my Father, and He shall presently g-ive
me more than twelve legions of angels? But," He adds, " How then
shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? "

We learn, from Scriptures, 'something of the amazing power of
these evil spirits. Why, if we were to dwell upon this subject we
could take you to facts recorded in the Word of God, that would
almost make the heart to tremble. We read of the dominion these
spirits exercise in the concerns of men, and even over the very
elements. You remember Job's history. We read in the New
Testament of the power which those evil spirits exercised over the
bodies of men. We read of the power which they, even now, exer-

..



cise over the minds of men. In the 4th verse of the 4th chapter of
2nd Corinthians, we read that" The god of this world hath blinded
the minds of them which believe not." We also read of the power
which these evil spirits had to go into the very brute creation.

Again, look at the amazing power that these spirits have exercised
over individuals, as for instance over Judas-" Satan entered into
him," or Ananias, "Why hath Satan ,filled thine heart to lie to the
Holy Ghost?" The mind is appalled as it contemplates the amazing
power that these evil spirits have over the sons of men.

But, it may be, the children of God amongst us may say, Well,
we bless that that we are free from the dominion of such evil spirits;
and so you -are, but you are not free from their assaults. You
remember what our Lord said to Peter, " Satan hath desired to have
you, that he may sift you as wheat." And all that preserved him
was, « I have prayed for thee" (Luke 22: 30, 31).

There was another servant of God, of whom we read in the
12th chapter of 2nd Corinthians, one who was sorely wounded by
a " thorn in the flesh"; he tells us it wa~ " the messenger of Satan."
We suppose, brethren, that these are realities; we suppose that what
happened then, happens or may happen now.

Again, in the 6th of Ephesians we read, "We wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places." And just one passage more out of many that I
might quote. The Apostle Peter says, "Your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he may devour."

Now when we read these things, when we see what amazing
intercourse these evil spirits have with the spiritual concerns of men,
and I believe with their physical, their temporal concerns also, it is
very comforting to God's people to know that these" angels," be
they evil, are under the d!ominion of the Lord ]esus Christ, the
ascended Head of His Church; or, be these" angels" good angels,

_" they are ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs ,of salvation."

We shall- now sky a word as to the" authorities and powers"
perhaps I may take a different view of this subject from what is
taken of it by others. Many consider these- authorities and powers
as classes of that same spiritual world of which we have been
speaking. I believe the "'authorities and powers" to refer rather
to earthly governments and administrations; and if ever there were
a day when the Church of God had to take refuge in such a truth'

. as this, that human governments and earthly administrations are
subject unto Him, who is the Head of the Church, this most
assuredly is the day.

"

The Gospel Magazine 263



264 The Gospel Magazine

My Bible, brethren, tells me what men are, and my Bible tells me
what men will be; I leave it to mere politicians to account for the
things that astonish and perplex them. I would desire to g-o deeper
into the matter; I would desire to gather from the pages of Scrip~·

ture some information as to the unsettledness and perplexity in
which the world now seems to be involved. I

Anarchy may stalk through the length and breadth of the land
in madness, and rage, and fury, but there is a creature-citcum
stance-which is subject to control far higher than the human arm.
The man of God has need, in the present day, to throw himself
upon such a text .as this, and to watch and see how the "prin
cipalities and powers1'-I care not whether it be of hell or of
earth-are executing the Divine purposes, for it may be in ven
geance, it may be in punishment, but it certainly is not without
God.

We ought not to be astonished when we find things around us
in confusion and difficulty, when we remember what we are told
that men will be. A time is coming when, however appalling the
present may be, it is calm in comparison-a time is coming, a time
which is described in the 19th of Revelation, when" the Beast,"
which Beast I hold to be the head of the whole anti-Christian con
federacy-" the Beast and the kings of the earth, and their armies,
shall be gathered together to make war against Him who sits on the
white horse, and against his army" (Rev. 19: 19).

Dear brethren, our de,c;ire in giving you what we believe to be
the real meaning of this passage is to steady-if God is pleased to
bless the word of His servant-to steady the minds of God's people'
in a day of confusion and of fear, and to lead them to the per
formance of two duties.

1. For themselves to enter more and mo're into the secret of the
Lord's presence. In their closets, with their Bibles open before them,
and upon their knees, to realise in their own personal experience
the interest which Jesus has in all their concerns, to realise the
preciousness of that blood which "cleanseth from all sin"; that
blood which has been carried within the veil by our great High
Priest. To realise, I say, His sympathy. "For," says the Apostle
in the 4th of Hebrews, " we have not an High Priest, which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities"-and God knoweth
how many and great they are-" but was in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin."

2. Then, when the soul is watered in secret by the refreshing
rain of the precious doctrines of God's truth, then comes the other
duty. Dear brethren, it behoves you in the present day tOi plant
your foot firmly against the encroachme:nts of an infidel world. You
must not stir one inch, you must stand foot to foot against the
encroachment of infidel principles; and when you are told that this
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and the other can be accounted for, thus' and thu~, you must assert
that the Lord Jesus Christ is King, that" all power in heaven and
in earth" has been given unto Him, that He can bridle the mouths
of ungodly men, turn their· counsels into foolishness, and say, in a
voice that men will be obliged to hear, "Be still and know that
I am God."

And then, when the man of God is thus prepared by the exercise
of faith, and the expression of faith, then he will be able to stand
unmoved when the " great earthquake" comes, when the kingdoms
of this world begin to be upheaved, when they reel to and fro and
stagger like a drunkard, for he will find that he stands upon a
"Rock." It is thus, and thus only, by realising the representative
character of the Lord Jesus Christ, that we shall be enabled to say,
even when all this comes to pass, " None of these things move me."

[This Sermon has been slightly abbreviated.-Ed.]

ON GIVING PRAISE

PAUL, writing to the Corinthians, First Epistre, chapter 1, besought
them to be of one mind. He was grieved to hear of their dissensions.
What a rich blessing he wished for them!

In chapter onc (not that he had written in chapters, but so they
have come to us) he had been to see them a year before-he loved
to think of it; but he had been very ill-weak and full of fear and
trembling-that was no wonder; but he hoped to see them again
with the same gospel Jesus heals all that have need of healing.
What a kind title, "The Healer of the needy"-still the same,
as he had said before: "By the foolishness of· preaching" Him;
it is wiser than the enticing words of men-the power of God was.
with it.

. In verse two of the 11 th chapter (First Epistle) he says: "Now
I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and
keep the ordinances, as I delivered them unto you." That would
be very gratifying to those who gave so much to deserve it. The
Lord knows how and when to encourage His servants-the balance
is sure to be right.

I Knew a lady who never liked to be asked to hand on a message
of thanks. She thought it must endanger any temptation to in
creased pride. I do not know how her heart and mind produced

:a settlement., The message, as such, was already the property of
the one to whom it was now handed. The reason of her reticence
was (as anyone would suppose) that she thought it would increase
pride-it would "puff up." She may have been right. But, we
cannot be sure of that-maybe it would come as an encouragement
-we cannot gauge that. FOLLOWER-ON.
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

THE BATTLE IS THE LORD'S

WHEN Roger Thornton was offered the living of Stoneyground, he
was warned by some who knew the village that the place was as
dark and dead as if it were in a heathen country. Many of.. the
people knew almost nothing of the Gospel, and what they did know
was encrusted with superstition and error.

Roger's heart was glowing with love for his Master, and with
zeal for the cause of Christ. Far from being put off by these
warnings, he felt strongly attraCted to such a needy people. After
much thought and prayer, he felt that this was indeed the can of
God; he accepted the offer, and in due time became Vicar of
Stoneyground.

The young clergyman was well aware of the difficulties confront
ing him. He knew that there would be plenty of hard work, and
much labour in digging and sowing and planting before he could
expect to see any sign of living growth. But he was going in the
strength of the Lord, and (as he believed) in obedience to the
command of God. He was convinced with all his heart that the
Gospel was indeed the power of God unto salvation to everyone
that believed. Determining to know nothing among his people than
Jesus Christ and Him crucified, he felt that he could confidently
look to God for blessing on his labours.

With high hopes, but in much humility and prayer, Roger
entered upon his work. 'He was very careful to preach and speak
in plain language that anyone could understand, and beginning
right at the beginning of Christian knowledge, he went on by
degrees to declare (as he hoped) the whole counsel of God. Not
only did he preach with the greatest earnestness, but he never
ceased to witness for the Lord amongst his people, visiting them in
their homes, talking to them wherever he met them, and trying to
teach their children.

At first the new Vicar seemed to make an impression-newness
always does. The parishioners seemed much surprised at his ardour
and zeal, but they came well to church, and listened readily. But
as the novelty wore off, there was a change. A few of Roger's
hearers were annoyed and offended at his message':"--fancy telling
respectable people that they were sinners and needed a Saviour, just
as if they were thieves or murderers! These gave up coming to
church, and slipped out of Roger's way if they saw him coming.
As for the rest, they went on attending church as they always had
done, and joined as usual in the hymns and psalms and prayers.
Then when Roger gave out his text from the pulpit, they settled,

-1
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themselves comfortably in their pews, and let their thoughts wander
to their week-day cares and pleasures. If the Vicar visited these
People in their homes, they welcomed him pleasantly, 'and when
he began to talk he found them politely agreeing to everything he
said; 'Nothing seemed to make the least impression on their souls.

Among the regular members of the congregation, there were
just a few who appeared to' be already established Christians; but
these, though they professed to be pleased at the new parson's zeal,
never tried to help him by their sympathy and prayers, and poor
Roger found that his was a very lonely path.

And now ten years had passed without a single sign that a
work of grace had begun in any of the people. Roger could not
point to one conversion as the result of his never-ending labours.
He began to get depressed and downhearted. He had "laboured
in vain, and spent his strength for nought." He knew that God
had promised blessing upon His own Word; no blessing had come,
and Roger began to fear that it was only his own words that he
had been speaking. Had he made a great mistake in coming to
Stoneyground? Had Ile taken his own eager desire for the call of
God?

It was at this point that trouble arose in an unexpected quarter.
The two or three Christians in the village conferred together, and
then came to Roger with various criticisms, amounting to a broad
hint that they were much disappointed in his ministry. Did he not
agree, they asked, that it was at least very strange that there was
no fruit after his ten years at Stoneyground?

Roger might have rounded upon his critics and rebuked them
sternly for their own lack of zeal and sympathy. But believing them
to betruly Christian people, he felt their words had weight. It was
just what he knew himself-there was certainly no fruit to be seen
after all his hard work.

As he prayed and waited upon God, the conviction grew upon
Roger that he must go, It was not long before an opportunity
came; the.. discouraged minister accepted another living far away
from Stoneyground, and left the village for ever.

Several years passed away. To his great joy and thankfulness,
Roger Thornton's work in his new sphere was richly blessed. It
was plain'that God was owning the faithful proclamation of His
Gospel, and souls were being saved and added to the church.
Roger felt keenly the gracious condescension of his Lord in making
use of him after such barren years; it was exactly the same Gospel
that he preached, but how different the results!

One day Roger was waiting at a big railway junction for a
train to his home. He was looking at the books on the stall, when
he felt a touch on his arm. A young woman with a bright face
was trying to attract his attention. "Excuse me," she said shyly,
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"but I think you're Mr. Thornton, aren't you?" "Yes, I am,"
said Roger. "Weren't you the clergyman at Stoneyground some
years ago?" she went on. "Yes," said Roger, still quite in the dark.
"Oh! I'm so glad to be able to speak to you," said she eagerly;
" you don't remember me, lean see, but you used to know me once.
Surely you've not forgotten Mrs. Smith at the little shop? I'm her
daughter, only my name's Barker now." Light came to Roger. He
did remember Mrs. Smith verlf well; she was one of those who
listened to him Sunday after Sunday with complete satisfaction.
And the daughter was a flighty sort of girl, always ready to mock
,at anything religious. Roger was astonished that she should seem
so pleased to see him. ,

Then Mrs. Barker told Roger that shortly before he left Stoney
ground, she heard him preach a sermon which had been the
means of her conversion. She had been much too shy' to say
anything to him then, but the work of God had gone on in her
heart, and she had often longed to tell Mr. Thornton what great
things God had done for her soul, through his ministry. And she
went on to tell him of one and another instance of blessing from
Roger's preaching, so that by the time his successor was appointed,
a little group of keen converts were waiting to rally round him.

The whistle blew, Roger sprang into his train, and Mrs. Barker
hurried to another. They never met again; but can. you imagine
the tumult of thankfulness in Roger's heart? It was as if the Lord
had sent an angel from heaven to strengthen him, and his heart
was bowed down at the gracious lovingkindness of the Lord in
letting him know what had been happening in those days of
depression and despair in Stoneyground. "Is anything too hard
for the Lord? " DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 53
The whole: The Comforter will bring the words of

Christ to this.
1. The Lord saw His disciples toiling in this.
2. As they made an end of this, Adonijah and his guests heard

an uproar. .
3. What Zebedee's sons were doing when called by Christ.
4. Solomon says there is a time to refrain from this.
5. Isaiah said to Zion, "The days of. thy this shall be ended."
6. They made a very gr~.at one for Asa.
7. Timothy was told to give attendance to this.
8. Describes the shepherds in the field.
9. Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, until he left this.

10. The Lord Jesus saw the rich and the poordoing this to their
gifts. . .

11. Elijah stood in the this of the cave.
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SOLUTION OF No. 52

The whole: Marriage (John 2: 1).

1. Mary (Luke 1 : 39).
2.· Asahel (II Sam. 2: 18).
3. Rachel (Genesis 30 : 1).
4. Rhoda (Acts 12: 13).
5. Isaiah (Isaiah 38 : 21).

6. Archippus (Philemon 2).

7. Goliath (I Samuel 17 : 4).
8. Elymas (Acts 13: 10).

CONDITIONS IN SPAIN

EXTRACTS FROM LEAFLET

(Foreign Aid Committee)

SINCE our last issue a most important decision has been taken eon
cerning the admission of Franco Spain to the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation. Notwithstanding all the wanderings of bellicose John
Foster Dulles and the powerful Press propaganda, the U.S.A.'s plan
for her admission was vetoed by Belgium, Denmark and Norway. I

* * *
Food, as we know it, is far beyond the labourer. Butter and lard

are unknown except in the tourist track. Olive oil is a valu~ble

export, so the most inferior (or a substitute) is retained for home
consumption. Eggs are 100 pesetas the dozen, and in some parts
a kilo of beef (2.2 lbs.) cost nearly 80 pesetas. Incitements to strike
are dealt with by military courts. Two months ago, six workers
were sentenced to terms of imprisonment. Pedro Garcia Martin was

. sentenced. to 18 years imprisonment, Juan Sanchez, Eduardo Canga
and Andres Carvajel to 12 years, and Candido Gomez and Venancio
Gonzalaz to 8 years.

:!~ :jc *
But a new reign of terror, a new pinnacle of brutality, has been

reached by the Franco Government. Recently several hundred
students and workers were arrested (and these arrests continue
daily). Most were released, but 44 students were taken to the cells
of the Ministry of Internal Security, and were subjected to most
brutal tortures in attempts to force admission of guilt. Many were
brutally beaten, others endured the tortures of burning the soles of
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their feet or hands, some have been sent to hospital with broken
ribs and several are reported to have gone out of their mind.'

* * *
We would emphasise that all information contained in these Notes

from to time is from reliable Spanish sources, and cannot be
challenge~.

:::

THE CHILDREN OF THE LATE WIDOW MARY

Friends will be pleased to hear news of the children of the late
Widow Mary. In a letter to Mr. Payne of January the 27th the'
Bishop writes:-

".... I think you rec~ive news from Seville from time to
time regarding the orphans, and I have already told you that
theg~rl is here in Madtid in a Christian house where there
are <It good many boys and girls. They are well looked after,
and receive a good Christian education. We are using part
of your gift therefore for the maintenance of little Teresa here.
She is gro;ving up a thoughtful little girl."

We are very thankful that the Lord has laid it upon the hearts or
our friendi to send so liberally for these children. So long before
she passed away, their dear mother's petitions were constantly at
the throne of grace; and what a privilege to be used by the Most
High in granting them! « Inasmuch." Teresa is the youngest and
is 5 years old. If any friend would like to send a special gift of
clothing, we should be delighted to forward it to her.

* * *
The despatch of Scriptures for 1957 were: Bibks. 40, New

Testaments 919, Gospels 2,904. Bales of clothing sent were 62.
In consequence of new postal regulations in Italy, clothing parcels
require a list of contents and a sanitary certificate for each parcel.
This involves a lot of additional work on our Mr. Payne and his
helpers; he is gradually meeting this new requirement, and we do
pray God tl}at he will be strengthened and blessed in these fresh
demands. The work is exacting, but the need is great.

* * *
We would draw the attention of our friends to a book recently

published entitled More than Conquerors, by Jane Livingstone
(Victory Press, 6/-). It is a picture of present day Spain written
in narrative form. Names and places are of necessity changed, but
we have personal knowledge of many of the incidents cited. The
author is well-known to us, and has been a warm supporter of the
Committee since its inception. We wish the book a wide ci~ulation.

It can be obtained by order through any bookseller.
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LOURDES "MIRACLES»

Another recent ptlhlication is Eleven Lourdes Miracles, by D. J.
West, M.B., CH.B., D.P.M. (Gerald Duckworth & Co., Ltd., 15/-).
An examination of the medical documents relating to eleven
"miraculous" cures at Lourdes, 1937-1950. These" cures" are
examined from a purely medical standpoint, and the dattor con
cludes that there is no absolutely convincing evidence for miraculous
intervention in any of the official Lourdes cases.

* * *
It is with feelings of regret that I am withdr;;twing from the

Treasureship of this Committee. Age, and declining health, have
made me realise that I can no longer fill the position with satis
faction, and it has only been by the kindly help of the Secretary
that the last three yearly statements have been completed. My
resignation is therefore in the President's hands. It is great satis
faction that the work is on a sound footing, and in capable hands;
and I do pray that the Most High will keep the doors open, and
will abundantly bless all our friends who remember" their kindred
in Christ" who suffer so much because they are His.

A. T. T ASKER.

£ s. d.
SS 18 6
16 8 11
23 4 10
32 15 5

2 15 0
15 0 0
795

2 7
13 17 8

262 2 10

31st, 1957
:;:

Postag-e on Clothing
Foreign Book Postage
Letter Postag-e .
Printing .
Stationery ..
Advertisements
Fares .
Parcel Post .
Incidentals .
In Hand ..

*\ ., *
Statement of Accounts for the year ending December

GENERAL FUND

,£ s. d.
Balance forward 246 8 0
Gifts .. 183 7 2

£429 15 2 £429 IS 2

Balance forward .
Gifts ..

CHILDREN'S FUND'

£ s. d.
88 6 0 Remitted

109 10 6 In Hand

£ s. d.
65 0 0

132 16 6

£197 16 6

April, 1958.
8 York Villas, Brighton.

Hon. Secretary: Miss
Brighton 5, Sussex.

£197 16 6

R. C. Payne, Secretary.
A. T. Tasker, Treasurer.

Rhoda C. Payne, 21A, Brigden Street,

---,
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THE EVANGELICAL LIBRARY

BRIEF EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT BY THE FOUNDER,

GEOFFREY WILLIAMS

THE ONE HUNDRED1'H BRANCH

THE year registers a waymark in that we have just opened our
hundredth branch. I have begged of the Lord that He would grant
at least this number, so I feel there has been an answer to prayer
in this direction.

At these branches and centres we now have no less than 55,700
volumes so that we cannot but feel the good hand of God has been
manifest.

Not many days go by without some tribute to the way in which
a member either at home or overseas has been helped spiritually and
encouraged to go on his or her w~y rejoicing, and the steady
expansion of the work in countries abroad has been m9st heartening.

SOME TESTIMONIES

A preacher borrowed and read a Puritan work. "From that
moment," he says, " my understanding of Scripture was profoundly
changed and the esential truth of the Sovereignty of God seen in
truer perspective, turning my testimony into an altogether deeper
channel."

Again, two books sent to Brazil are so blessed that they ar~

posted on to a friend in Philadelphia; here quite a group is gripped
by their spiritual helpfulness and those to whom the books are sent
simply "feast" on them day by day (one wasCardiphonia, by
John Newton).

Again, a number of missionaries come· home on furlough from
widely separated outposts. They have no home libraries to foster
either study or devotion; they borrow on special terms from this
Library and un,ceasingly sing its praises.

Then again, leper colonies, a number of which we are privileged
to help, have outright gifts of good books sent to them and we
have received truly touching tributes frQID those who are caring for
these pitiful cases.

The other day a vicar gripped n1'y hand, and assured me that the
works of the many Puritan authors he ~ps borrowing and reading
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have proved more valuable to him than he could express. He is so
impressed by their deep spiritual teaching that he purchases every
Puritan book he can discover.

FROM A HOUSEWIFE

Now let us go to a housewife, and hear what she has to tell us:

" I enclose a token of appreciation which please accept as a
donation to the funds, and it gives me particular joy to do so,
for looking back over the past four years I am conscious of
very deep gratitude to God for constraining those responsible
for bringing The Evangelical Library into existence and for its
facilities now so easily enjoyed, and for constraining me to
enter its portals.

"Throug-h the wonderful range of books on your shelves
,dealing- with various aspects of the Christian faith and the
helpful advice given from time to time, I have been, so to
speak,' lifted into' on entirely new realm of literature which
has proved and is proving of lasting worth.

" I t was as if the key had been placed in my hand which
opened a Treasure House of Knowledge, giving one glimpses
of the manifold grace of Christ and His wonderful ways with
the children of God through the centuries; a deeper under
standing of the Doctrines of God and particularly of the
Sovereignty of God, the acceptance of which unlocks the door
to the solution of so many problems"

FROM GRADUATES

From Southampton a young graduate who is running our Branch
there writes:

" Wc are extremely grateful to you for the help the Library
affords. I myself am constantly using it, and so are others.
They are giving much time to study. The Library has been
greatly used, and during- the last month fifty books have been
taken out, and about thirty Church members use the Library,
and some have joined who do not belong to the church.
Amongst books that have been made of particular help has
been the autobiography of George Muller."

Another member writes (a Science graduate) :

"The books you have sent me are really good. They have
cleared so many doubts I had regarding certain statements in
the Bible which seemed to contradict the views of modern
Science. Now Dr. Harry Rimmer explains his points in a
very forceful way, to show that the defects are not in the
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Word of God but in the finite knowledge of the so-called
scientists.

"Reading such good books has made a transformation in
my life. I have been personally benefited to a great extent by
reading some of the books circulated by the Library. The
books have been blessed and have strengthened my faith."

SACRIFICIAL LABOURS

But let me come finally to what many feel to be the most amazing
feature in the growth and development of this work. It is the
sacrificial giving of time and labour by a family of helpers both at
Headquarters and overseas. I call them my " family" because they
give loving service in a way that one usually associates with the
spirit of a devoted family circle. They toil long hours out of love
to our Saviour and to help in the extension of His Kingdom.

Here at Headquarters a desperate need is disclosed. The distri
bution of books to branches has been carried on for years by Mr.
Bucknell, who is known to most of you and who has now reached
an age when most folks have long ago retired from all active work.
And believe me, his activity at this work is astonishing. With the
assistance of Monsieur Godet (nephew of the great commentator,
Frederic Godet), who sees to the twenty odd French-speaking
branches, he struggl~s against terrific odds; for instance, he has a
brave but frail wife needing much of his time, and his own con
stitution is none too robust. He has a few devoted assistants who
give such part of their spare time as they can manage. But it is
abundantly clear that unless he is given more regular assistance, his
health will suffer a serious setback, and the whole branch work be
jeopardised. Will you pray about this vital need?

I want to close with a note of praise for the way in which God
constrains His people to supply them. A while back we were in
financial need. A friend I had never seen came in quite unexpectedly
and said; "I want to help in more than an ordinary way. How
are you placed?" I told him and he said, "I will remove that
difficulty, and expect to help in future years," and in a few days
he came with a cheque to put us in funds. In this and a thousand
other ways God has appeared and especially this year, so I end by
repeating four lines of the immortal Toplady's hymn;

" Your harps, ye trembling saints,
Down from the willows take:
Loud to the praise of Christ our God
Bid every string awake."

GEOFFREY WILLIAMS.

(From the Report at the Annual Meeting, November 28th, 1957).
78a Chiltern Street, London, W.1.
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

A LETTER TO YOUNG CHRISTIANS ON

THE COVENANT OF GRACE

275

By ]OSEPH IRONS (Grove Chapel, Camberwell)

THE conspicuous change which has been effected in you, by the
grace of God, affords me peculiar satisfaction, and begets in my
mind an anxiety for the increase and permanency of those pleasures
which you have already tasted; and with this object in view, allow
me to lead your attention to the inexhaustible treasure, whence all
spiritual blessings are derived; even the COVENANT OF GRACE.

" Be ye always mindful of his covenant" is the express command
of ]ehovah to his people, by his servant David; and if my dear
young friend was fully aware of the advantage arising from habitual
appropriation of the covenant plenitude, and holy communion with
the covenant head, the constant cry of his heart would be "Lord
show me thy covenant."

THE COVENANT OF GRACE

The covenant of grace is that grand stipulation between the
persons of the adorable Trinity, in which all that relates to the
great work of redemption was planned and provided by infinite
wisdom and sovereign love: each person in the Godhead engaging
in its distinct parts, and uniting in its grand and glorious scheme.

God the Father, having determined to pardon and save millions
of Adam's rebel race, fixed upon their persons in his eternal fore
knowledge, wrote their names in the book of life, and gave them
into the hand of a divine Surety, making him responsible for their
salvation; and securing to him all the glory and satisfaction of the
everlasting triumph over sin, death, and hell.

God, the Son, voluntarily entered upon his mediatorial office;
took all the guilt, and all the vast concerns of his church upon
his own person; engaged to cancel all her debt; atone for all her
guilt; assume her nature; impart to her his nature; and become
all for her, and to her, which is requisite for her present happiness
and eternal glory.

God, the Holy Ghost, also engaged in covenant to distinguish the;
elect and redeemed family from the world, by special grace; reveal
Christ to them, and lead them into sweet fellowship with the
Father; to renew them, comfort them, and bring them to Christ;
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yea, into vital union with Christ, and consequently home to glory,
as the purchase of his blood, and. the objects of the Father's love.

The infinite wisdom displayed in this covenant transaction, is such·
as eclipses all the contrivances of mortals, and I trust will lead my
dear friend to exclaim, "0, the depth of the riches, both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God."

IT IS ORDERED IN ALL THINGS

Let it never be forgotten that this covenant is "ordered in all
things and sure." Such is the infinite wisdom and love of our
covenant God, that he omitted nothing in his covenant provision,
which could be conducive to your present and eternal happiness,
and productive of glory to his divine perfections; so that you may
take a retrospective view of all the blessings which you have received
at the hand of God, with the high satisfaction arising from the
knowledge of their having been provided, "ordered," for you in
covenant love; and then take a prospective view of all your future
necessities, with the sweet assurance that they shall be supplied
from the same covenant fulness : "for my God shall supply all your
need, according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil 4 : 19).

There is no part of this delightful cov.enant scheme left doubtful
or contingent: it is altogether worthy of its divine author, whose
infinite understanding saw the end from the beginning, and con
descended to confirm what he had purposed with an oath that in
the secret purpose of his love, and the public promise of his word
(which is his oath) as "by two immutable things, in which it was
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who
have fled for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope set before us"
(Heb. 6: 18). The covenant of grace has been the invariable rule
by which all the great events of time have been controlled, and
from the creation of the world to the consummation of all things
Jehovah carries on his grand designs according to the fixed order
and divine purpose of this covenant. He employs both his friends
and his foes as he will in the accomplishment of his objects, but
allows no power or artifice to derange his plan or hinder his work.

The stipulations of this covenant are between the persons of the
Godhead, and are therefore sure-the gifts of this covenant are all
free, and therefore suited to the condition of ruined man-all it
required has been performed by the covenant head, and admits of
no addition-all it contains is the inheritance of very child of God;
and, being secured by the Father's oath, and received for them by
Christ in his mediatorial character, shall assuredly be communicated
to them by the power of the Holy Spirit.

How delightful, my dear brother, is the view of Deity in this
blessed covenant· character, wherein all the perfections of Jehovah
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arc seen going forth in the most interesting acts and endearing
relations for the salvation of guilty man; yea, more, actually pledging
the divine honour of all the persons and perfections of Deity in a
grand covenant compact, to bring about and effect that salvation,
against which earth and hell are combined and against which the
sinner himself is decidedly hostile by nature.

Behold, my dear young friend, in this precious covenant, all
that pertains to your salvation; provided and secured, then, I trust,
you will be disposed to sing with David, " he hath made with ME

an everlasting covenant, orrdered in all things and sure,. this is all MY

salvation, and all MY desire." Think of the endearing relation it
forms between the God of heaven and his beloved people. You are
at liberty to consider yourself one of the royal family of heaven;
adopted by God the Father; betrothed to Jesus in faithfulness;
and a disciple of Christ, training up for .the court of heaven, by
the teachings of the Holy Spirit.

PERSONAL INTEREST IN THIS COVENANT

Should a doubt arise in your mind respecting your personal
interest in this unalterable covenant, have recourse to self examin
ation, and I trust you will ascertain that you have had personal
intercourse with the covenant head, in which you have acknow
ledged yourself a guilty sinner; cast yourself at his feet, trusting
his merits, and cried most feelingly, " Lord save me!"

Moreover, I will venture to take it for granted, that you have
participated cover,ant blessings, such as genuine repentance, spiritual
enjoyments, holy desires, and a new bias to your affections, or at
least that you have been made willing to consent to covenant
terms, which may be briefly summed up in renouncing self and
receiv~ng Christ. Permit me, my dear friend, to assure you that
these are evidences of an interest in covenant love, because they
are all the gifts of your covenant God, and whatever may be the

. fluctuations of your frames and feelings, if your covenant security
is revealed to your mind by the divine perceptor, you will find
it a never failing source of consolation, which neither tribulation
nor temptation can take away.

I do not wonder that many Christians are destitute of that holy
peace which the gospel of Christ is calculated to impart, while they
neglect the fountain head of comfort, and even allow themselves
to be alarmed at the sweetest and most expressive declarations of
covenant love; such as, "my covenant will I not break, nor alter

.the thing that is gone out of my mouth" (Psalm 89: 34). And
again, "I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will
not turn away from them to do them good; but J will put my fear
in their hearts that they shall not depart from me" (Jer. 32: 40).



278 The-Gospel Magazine

The very mention of such declarations as these warms my heart
as I write, because in them I see my present and eternal welfare
linked with the veracity of God, who has thus sworn that he will
not depart from me, and that I shall not depart from him: so that
I have only to plead as David did, "hold thou me up and I shall
be safe"; and instead of trusting my own faithless deceitful heart,
to repose unlimited confidence in my covenant God, exulting again
with the King of Israel in the delightful consideration that he hath
made with ME an everlasting covenant.

I am' aware this is considered presumption by those who have
not yet learned to live near to God, and who are not rooted and
grounded in the truth; but if it be presumption, the Lord make me
presumptuous.

COVENANT LOVE

What is the whole Bible but the history of a covenant people, and
the record of covenant transactions? What are all its doctrines but
the charter of covenant love? What are all its promises but the
assurances of covenant blessings? And, what are all its precepts
but the revealed will of a covenant God to his covenant people?
Is not Jesus the covenant head? Is not his blood the blood of the
covenant? Is he not emphatically the messenger of the covenant?
And, shall not his people delight in his covenant?

Whence can you obtain peace of mind, when the depravity of
your nature stares you in the face? When all your resolutions fail?
When your heart backslidings are disco,,'ered? When your weak
ness in the hour of trial is felt? And when your sensible comforts
are suspended? Nowhere, but in the covenant love of him who
has said, «my grace is sufficient for you," here you will find firm
ground to rest upon; this is solid rock, all else is sand.

Go then, my dear friend, take your standing on this solid basis;
take hold of Jehovah's covenant, and you shall stand unmoved
amidst all the convulsions of time, safe when the fabric of creation
tumbles in ruin, and triumphant to all eternity.

You have felt the sensations which covenant grace alone could
produce; you hate the evil which covenant precepts forbid; you
thirst for the blessings which covenant promises present, and you
can trust the finished salvation which the covenant charter provides;
yea, you can trust your all with the covenant head; and, can you
now dispute your interest in covenant love? O! yield no longer to
unbelief and slavish fear, but look up for grace to live on the
covenant fulness of Jesus, and you shall never want a fountain of
peace, a refuge in distress, or an incentive to holiness and activity.

That your acquaintance with covenant blessings-your confi-
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dence in covenant love-and your participation of covenant pleasure
may daily increase, is the prayer of

Yours affectionately in covenant bonds,
JOSEPH IRONS.

Co'ntingency I leave for infidels:
A term degrading to redemption's scheme.
Lord let thy secret be reveal'd to me,-
Show me the covenant heavenly wisdom plann'd
Order'd in ever part-confirm'd with oaths,
And like thyself IMMUTABLE.

[Letter IV in ja;:.er, Twenty Letters on Gospel Doctrines addressed
to Young Christians, 1821.] .

THEOLOGY

SALVATION THROUGH PREACHING

By THE LATE REV. 'VIl,LIAM SYKES

1 COR. 1 : 21 : "It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe." '1 am being constantly asked in my open-air
speaking, "What is the use of preaching, if God has an elect people
who are certain of going to heaven?" The answer to that enquiry
is very plain from the above Scripture. "Preach the Word" (2 Tim.
4 : 2) is the great keynote for the present dispensation.

" Be th,.ou a faithful dispenser of the Word' of God" is a sentence
still ringing in my own ears, although it was said to me over
eighteen years ago when a Bible was put into my hands at my
Ordination by the Bishop of Manchester. How very much is this
ordinance of God, viz., preaching, despised at the present day! A
ten minutes' sermon is quite long enough fQr most people; but
when a soul is really hungering after spiritual food, no time is
thought too long in which to reCeive comfort and consolation from
the preached Word.

Let the reader be quite convinced on this point. Let him see the
position of the Word in the scheme of salvation. That word is
nothing less than God's divinely-appointed instrument to bring life
into the soul. Faith is a precious gift, and without it, " it is impossible
to please God."

A discussion in The English Churchman, concerning faith and
works, has brought out the necessity of insisting upon the Word



280 The Gospel Magazine

being the instrument, and faith being the evidence of justification.
The Romanist and Arminian Protestant have agreed upon the basis
that" faith is certainly the instrument of justification" (the Roman
ist's statement).

But we must maintain, at all costs, the position of the preached
word. Listen to what our Lord says: "But these things I say, that
ye might be saved" (John 5.: 34). "The word!> that I speak unto
you are spirit and are life" (John 6 : 63). These texts are significant
enough.

Now let us turn to what Paul was commissioned to say. Rom.
11 : 14: " If by .any means I may provoke to emulation of my flesh,
and might save some of them." Paul, a saviour! Well, he says so.
What does He mean? He explains himself in 1 Cor. 4: 15: "In
Christ Jesus I haye begotten you through the g'Ospel." Paul was
made by God to be the great preacher; and, in his preaching of the
gospel, the Holy Spirit was pleased to communicate the "new
creation" through tha:t instrument.

The apostle further expounds this doctrine in 1 Cor. 15: 1, 2:
"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye
stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I
preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain." These Scrip
tures show us how very needful it is to keep everything in its
proper place.

-WM. SYKES, The Salt of the Covenant.

We read a great deal in the present day, we hear still more
perhaps of attracting men and pleasing men. If we look at our
newspapers, and listen to the conversation of many professing
Christians. that seems to be the great aim for which the Church
exists in the world, to " attract" men and to "please" men. But
we should remember. Aaron pleased men when he made the golden
calf, and said, " These be thy gods, 0 Israel! that brought thee up
out of the land of Egypt."· Pilate pleased men when he washed
his blood-stained hands, and delivered Jesus to be crucified. Herod
pleased men when he put the Apostles to death. Ministers today
are working to please men when they fill their places of worship by
sensuous music, and beautiful flowers and luscious fruit. "O! my
soul come not thou into their secret! " For I am told, and that
in the words of Christ Himself, "I, TF. I BE LIFTED UP, WILL DRAW
ALL MEN UNTO ME." Jesus alone! I know no saving power but
this. Our Covenant God works through His Word, by His Spirit,
in His Son. Jesus, and Jesus crucified, is today, as it was eighteen
centuries ago, "The power of ·God unto salvation unto everyone
that believeth." -The late Rev. J. J.BEDDOW, 1895.
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BIBLE CONFIRMATION

A recent example of the confirmation of Bible records appeared
in the pages of The Daily Telegraph.

A mention is made in 1 Kings 9: 15 of three cities built by
Solomon:

"And this is the record of the levy which king Solomon
raised for to build the house of the Lord, and his own house,
and Millo and the wall of Jerusalem, and Haz:.or, and M egiddo,
acnd Gez:.er."

A Lecturer in Archaeology in the Hebrew University of Israel,
Dr. Yigael Yadin, who has been the director of the excavations at
Hazor, has stated that within recent days he had found that all
these three cities had been "built with a Solomonic gatehouse
identical in design and every dimension."

MR. CHAMBERS' RETIREMENT

Mr. R. F. Chambers, who is well-known to readers of The Gospel
Magaz:.ine, has retired (owing to ill-health) from his work as Secretary
of the Trinitarian Bible Society.

He has had a long connection with the work of the Society,
having been connected with it for fifteen years before he became
its General Secretary in 1946. As he has been Secretary for twelve
years, this makes the length of service twenty-seven years in all.

It has been a time of success (from the outward point of view).
The circulation of Bibles, New Testaments, Gospels and other
portions now averages a quarter of a million a year.

Mr. Chambers, who has written occasionally in our issues, has
edited The Quarterly Record' (T.B.S.) amid his manifold duties and
travels. We have often delighted in his articles, especially in a
recent one entitled" The Catholic Bible."

We thank God for all the devoted labours of His servant and
for his loving spirit in all the work, and we wish him God's rich
blessing and renewed health in his time of retirement.

THE WORD OF GOD

A new book has been written by Dr. J. 1. Packer, "< Fu,ndament
alism' and the Word of God" (published by the Inter-Varsity
Fellowship, 39 Bedford Square, London, W.C.l). It is in pocket
book size, 191 pages, and we commend it to our readers.

It is intended to be " a constructive re-statement of Evangelical
principles in the light of the current 'Fundamentalism contro-

-.
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versy'." We ourselves do not like the term" Fundamentalism,"
and we note that Dr. Packer concludes that it is not a useful title
because of its prejudicial character and associations.

The book begins with '" Fundamentalists' under Fire," and
follows with" What is ' Fundamentalism'?" The middle chapters
deal with Authority, Scripture, Faith, Reason, Liberalism. There is
a helpful summary chapter at the end.

Readers will find well known names among those who have made
attacks on what they are pleased to call "Fundamentalisms"
the Archbishop of York (Dr. Michael Ramsey), Professor Alan
Richardson, Dr. Hebert, and others. They will also find the names
of prominent writers faithful to the Word of God-Prof. B. B.
Warfield, Dr. J. G. Machen, and many others.

We are glad to welcome this book, and hope that it will lead on
to others of similar value.

A SOVEREIGN GRACE MAGAZINE

We were interested to be given the current issue (May-June) of
"Thoughts from the Word of God and The Student of Scripture,"
edited by Mr. E. Kirk.

It contains an article on "Sovereign Grace," which concludes
with the following statement:

But as to the phrase, " Sovereign Grace," has it no Scriptural
foundation? The writer believes it has. First, however, let
the fact, and nature, and origin, of grace, be pondered. Grace
is a constantly-used word in the Bible, always with the thought
of what is free and undeserved. A man may shew grace to
another, but that is from a failing person to another, and,
perhaps, with the subconscious hope of rece'iving grace at
some future time. But God, Who is under obligation to none,
shews grace freely to sinners, and that to those "dead in
trespasses and sins," who, even when "quickened," cannot
shew grace to Him. They may, and should, have gratitude.
The Sovereignty of Divine grace is surely here manifest, for a
" dead" person will not sue for mercy.

Further, God Himself is Sovereign. Everywhere the Bible
declares His absolute control over all He has made. If any
are saved, it is " according to the good pleasure of His will,"
"according to the purpose of Him Who worketh all things
after the counsel of His Own will" (Ephesians 1: 5, 11). Even
the very works in which the saved are to walk are fore
ordained" (see Ephesians 2: 4-10).

The term, " Sovereign Grace," is, however, based on Scrip
ture, since a Sovereign is one who reigns. The wondrous
argument of Romans 5 closess with the words, "That as sin

..
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hath reigned unto death, even sa might GRACE REIGN through
righteousness unto p.ternallife by Jesus Christ our Lord."

The magazine was begun by Percy W. Heward about 1900, and
we knew it in our earlier days. It is now edited by Mr. E. Kirk
(61 Upton Lane, Forest Gate, London, E.7), who was asked by
Mr. I-Ieward to continue it, should he himself be called away.

Besides his knowledge of Hebrew and Greek, Mr. Heward was
remarkable for many things-tract printing and distribution espe
cially. He learned several languages, and could preach in French
and German. He studied Chinese and Indian languages so as to
be able to converse simply with the men of various nationalities
found in East London and on ships in the many docks. He paid.
many visits to the Continent. He died on May 6th, 1948.

COME AND WELCOME

VERSES OFTEN QUOTED BY THE LATE MR. FRED PORTER
(Corby Glen)

« God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ."-Gal. 6: 14).

From the cross uplifted high,
Where the Saviour deigns to die,
What melodious sound I hear,
Bursting on my troubled ear:
" Love's redeeming work is done,
Come, and welcome, sinner, come."

"Sprinkled now with blood the throne,
Why beneath thy burdens groan?
On my pierced body laid,
Justice owns the ransom paid;
Bow the knee and kiss the Son,
Come, and welcome, sinner, come!

" Spread for thee the festal board,
See with richest dainties stored;
To thy Father's bosom press'd,
Yet again a child confess'd!
Never from His house to roam,
Come, and welcome, sinner, come.

"Soon thy days of life shall end,
Lo! I come, thy Saviour Friend!
Safe your spirit to convey
To the realms of endless day:
Up to My eternal home,
Come, and welcome, sinner, come."

T. Haweis.

,
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IS JESUS MINE?
By DR. D. A. DOUDNEY, 1862

READER, if thou art afraid the work was never begun in thee, Jesus
has said that" the bruised reed He will not break-that the smoking
flax He will not quench"; "that the desire of the righteous shall
be granted unto him"; that a " book of remembrance was kept for
those that thought upon His name."

That remembrance is stored up in the heart and mind of Jesus
thy condescending, ever-loving Lord; if thou hadst no love for Him,
thou wouldst have no care about Him. The very desire to love
springs from love; it is a principle the beginning of which thou
canst never trace, nor its properties wholly define. "Thy beginnings
may be small, but thy latter end shall greatly increase." He will
lead thee on by little and little.

We recommend thee to spend much of thy leisure time alone;
to read His word, to call upon His name, to be more anxious to
teII out thy sorrows, fears, and misgivings to Jesus than to thy
fellow-creatures, many of whom may rebuff and discourage thee;
which will, for a time, give sanction to the enemy's assuring thee
that it is useless for thee to expect a blessing at the hands of Him
whom, happily, thou canst never weary with thine importunity,
and who needs not a well-arranged form of prayer, but who listens
even to the" sighing of the prisoner," and who has said, "Ask,
and ye shaII receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you."

"'Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought,

Do I love the Lord, or no?
Am I His or am I not?

"When I turn my eyes within,
AII is dark, and vain, and wild

Filled with unbelief and sin,
Can I deem myself a child?

" If I pray, or hear, or read,
Sin is mixed with aII I do;

You that love the Lord indeed,
TeII me, is it thus with you?

" Yet I mourn my stubborn wiII,
Find my sin a grief and thrall;

Should I grieve for what I feel
If I did not love at all? "

John Newton.
[The opening message in Dr. Doudney's book, Symp,athy, or

Words por the Weak and the Weary, Bristol, 1862.]

.;A
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A beautiful feature in the early history of the Society, and one
never to be forgotten, was that it owed its origin, not to the generous
interest of the wealthy aged in their poorer brethren who had
arrived at the same age as themselves, but to the benevolent impulse
of the young who had caught something of the enthusiasm to which
the great revival gave birth. The young, they said, could help
themselves, but the aged poor of Christ's flock were beyond that,
and therefore it was the duty of younger disciples to help them.
In that kindly resolve they met for prayer in Mr. Whitefield's
Tabernacle, and afterwards agreed to form a Society for the relief
of the Lord's Aged Poor. Let the story be told always in honour
of the young men of that distant day who had the courage to say:
The revival is giving rise to many societies, you are caring for the
heathen, you are going to look after the scoffer, and to work in
many ways, but you must not forget your Lord's own aged poor.

-Mr. J. E. HAzLEToN on The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.

IRELAND
Our friends over here remember the history of the Reformation.

Why did the people of this country take up the Reformation?
It was through the endeavours of the various translators of the
Holy Scriptures who gave them the Bible in their own tongue, their
eyes were opened to enjoy the full liberty and light of the gospel;
but the Reformation, which to a certain extent took place in
Ireland, was frustrated, stayed, and stopped, so to speak, in its
progress by the Bible being utterly refused to us poor Irish people
in our own tongue; we were left with the Bible in a tongue we
could not understand, we had to listen to the services in Latin
or in an equally foreign tongue-the English tongue. The result
was, when the penal laws were to a certain extent abolished, the
people ceased to attend the church to the light of which they had
only come by force. -DR. SPENCE, 1895.

DR. D. A. DOUDNEY'S TEXT
. Thirty years ago, on Sunday next, I preached my first, or trial

sermon in Bristol. My text was, " Unto you, therefore, which believe
He is precious." I have spoken from the same portion every year
since, as the anniversary occurred. Permit me to commend the
self-same word to you, dear brethren and sisters in the Lord. May
this same Jesus become increasingly precious to you, in His person,
His promises, His providence, in the perpetuity of love, and in the
prospect of the fulfilment of His Word, " And I, if I go away, will
come ag-ain, and receive you unto Myself, that where I am, there
ye may be also." -DR. DOUDNEY, October 1st, 1888.
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"When quiet in my house I sit" unfolds Deut. 6: 7. It was
sung appropriately at the dedication of Charles Wesley's house in
Bristol in 1931.-(John Telford, B.A., The Treasure House of
Charles Wesley).

When quiet in my house I sit,
Thy book be my companion still,

My joy Thy sayings to repeat,
Talk o'er the records of Thy will,

And search the oracles Divine,
Till every heartfelt word is mine.

o might the gracious words Divine
Subject of all my oonverse be,

So would the Lord His follower join,
And walk and talk Himself with me,

So would my heart His presence prove,
And burn with everlasting love.
Oft as I lay me down to rest,

o may the reconciling word
Sweetly compose my weary breast,

While on the bosom of my Lord
I sink in blissful dreams away,
And visions of eternal day.
Rising to sing my Saviour's praise,

Thee may I publish all day long,
And let Thy precious word of grace

Flow from my heart, and fill my tongue,
Fill all my life with purest love,
And join me to Thy church above.

In the sixth century Ireland was a scene of life, of education,
and learning. The nobleness of her saints in sending missionaries,
I must whisper this to you, to Scotland and England in the hope,
by God's help, of establishing the truth here, as the late Bishop
Wordsworth said, "this is what Irish missionaries did for this
country and Scotland for several centuries." Then you were sending
over your sons and your daughters to Ireland to be educated, and
prepared to take their place in the social world as well as in the
intellectual world. Of course, as time went on, things changed,
and now what is the first thing we have to complain of, and which
we do complain of? It is the conduct of the British Sovereign in
handing us over neck and heel to the Pope of Rome. Ireland bowed
her head to the Pope at the point of the British bayonets.

-DR. SPENCE (Belfast) at the Clifton Conference, 1895.
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