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In one of the vividly presented visions of the Apocalypse
(10 : 8-11) John saw an angel with a scroll. It was clearly a
word sent from God. It was for him to receive it and to pro
claim it. In his vision, however, he is to receive it in a symbolic
way. Like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, he is to eat it-a vivid
picture of receiving and assimilating the message he is com
missioned to declare.

But with John there are two consequences as far as he him
self is concerned. The scrolI which he eats is as sweet as honey
in his mouth, but in his stomach it is bitter-so much so that
he described the effect in terms of his own physical reaction,
'my stomach was made bitter'. He was learning that it is a
costly business to be God's messenger.

Preaching is indeed a privilege. The word is sweet on the
preacher's lips. To handle such a mighty theme, for example,
as the Epistle to the Romans is to taste in the pulpit sublime
truths and to be thrilled by the wonder of them. The preacher
with such a message is lifted to new heights by the sublimity
of the message he declares.

It is a sweet word also when he realises its source. This is
not a message which he has coined from his own resources. It
came from the treasure chest of heaven. To speak out the
promises of the gospel is to know oneself to be a messenger of
none other than God Almighty.

The sweetness of the Word is felt, too, by the preacher as he
detects its impact on the lives of those who hear. To know that
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this preached word is a word of life to someone who is lost in
sin, to know that it is a word of strength to some stumbling
believer, to know that it is a message of guidance, of comfort,
or of peace to someone under pressure-these are some of the
sweets of the gospel ministry.

But the word which is so sweet in the mouth can be bitter in
the stomach. There is not only a delight in preaching, there is
also a travail. There is not only the joy of proclaiming the
gospel, there is the inner pain which lies behind and accom
panies that proclamation.

There is the inner burden of responsibility for those to
whom he preaches. These men and women face an eternity of
endless bliss or unmitigated woe. And he has been set as a
watchman to sound the alarm. How terrible to think that he
may be negligent in this agonisingly solemn task.

There is the inner pain of his own struggles. He is flesh and
blood. He faces his own sinfulness. He battles with tempta
tion. Yet he must declare the Word to others, knowing the
conflict in which he is engaged-and how bitter the assault
Satan mounts against the man who is called by God to chal
lenge the authority of hell-and this is what gospel preaching
involves.

There is the inner pain of loneliness. The preacher may
speak to a large congregation, but it is from a lonely vigil in his
study that he faces the task. Is that why ministers so welcome
the opportunity of a fraternal, when they can share together
the burdens of being God's messengers?

There is the inner pain of facing opposition because of the
Word. You can detect the deep pain in Paul's question as he
asks the Galatians 'Have I become your enemy because 1 tell
you the truth?' You can sense it l!S an undercurrent as he
faces the misunderstanding and the misrepresentation of critics
at Corinth. Listen to Isaiah's cry, 'Lord, who has believed our
report?' Follow Jeremiah in his lonely ministry and in his
remonstrances with God and you find the same burden.

Here is where the people of God can play such a vital part.
They must not only enjoy the privilege of a faithful ministry.
but share also the responsibility. The word will be sweet to
them also. To hear the gospel preached with fidelity is a rich
spiritual experience. To see the impact of the Word is to
share in the joy of the triumphant proclaiming of the gospel.
But there is a cost involved and this the people of God must
share.
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Pray then for your minister. Enter sympathetically into the
travail of the ministry. Ask the Spirit to stir your imagination
to appreciate the immensity of the task and the spiritual con
flict involved. Any preacher worthy of the name would not
contemplate any other task. In moments of depression or dis
couragement he may well feel like Jeremiah and long to
escape from it. But the Word is like a fire in his bones. He
cannot be silent. He must preach! It is a great task-the
Word is sweet in his mouth. But there is the accompanying
bitterness, and this will be more easily borne when it is shared
by a people who gladly accept his gospel but share also his
burden. H. M. CARSON.

I fear much for many professing Christians. I see no sign at
fighting in them, much less of victory. They never strike one
stroke on the side of Christ. They are at peace with His
enemies. They have no quarrel with sin. I warn you, this is
not Christianity. This is not the way to heaven.

J. C. RYLE in Warnings to the Churches.

Trifling with conscience is the sin of the present age. Men
have even come to occupy pulpits in churches when they do
not believe the fundamental doctrines of the church. We have
heard them that even claim a right to retain their pulpits after
they have denied the doctrines of the denomination to which
they belong. From any power to believe in such a conscience
may God deliver everyone of us. BeTight even in little things.
Be precise: you serve a precise God. Charity towards others is
one thing, laxity for yourselves is quite another thing. Believe
thal your brother is conscientious though he may be in error,
but as tor yourself use your conscience, and practise your
judgment in the careful study of truth, and then whalever your
conclusions, carry them out at all hazards, though you should
lose everything thereby, you will lose nothing in the long run.
It you count the reproach greater riches than all the treasures
of Egypt, you have made a wise choice, and will rejoice in
having made it. Oh, when I think that all I see about me is to
be consumed, there remains nothing worth living for but to
glorify G(){l.-C. H. SPURGEON.
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The
Two Witnesses

H. M. CARSON

A sermon preached in Hamilton Road Bapti~t

Church, Bangor, Co. Down, on Sunday morninR.
4t h Octoher, 1970.

'And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the
Holy Spirit, whom God hath given to them that obey him.'
(Acts 5 : 32).

If there is one thing that men necd today it is a word of
certainty. \Vherever you turn you find men uncertain; uncer
tain about the M)rld in which they find themselves; uncertain
about whether life has any meaning at all or not; uncertain
about the future and what the future may hold; uncertain about
death; uncertain about what lies beyond death. Men are
uncertain and it is because of their uncertainty that they try
desperately in this direction and that to try and find satisfaction
or to try and get away from the nagging doubts and fears.
Hence the growth of alcoholism and the growth among young
people of drug-taking. Tt is because everything is so meaning
less as far as they are concerned, that they are looking for
something which will deaden their minds or else will provide
a kind of fantasy world into which they can escape.

Now one of the glorious things about the gospel is that it
speaks with certainty, with assurance, with deep and confident
conviction. Indeed, it is one of the tragedies of the present
generation that, because of false teaching within the churches.
this note of certainty has been lost. You only have to listen to
the average discussion on television or radio when a group of
church leaders or theologians get together, to discover them
floundering, groping here and there. tentatively expressing their
opinions, but not very sure about the opinions they express. It
is so refreshing to get back to the New Testament and to the
deep conviction which rings out, for example, in a word like
the apostle Paul's, 'I know whom I have believed, and am per
suaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed
unto him against that day'. When these men wrote the Scrip
tures it was not in order that we might be left in a morass,
trying to find our way forward. '1 write this to you,' says John,
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'that you may know that you have eternal life,' you who believe
on the name of the Son of God.

So this morning I want, with you, to look at this whole
matter of assurance. When we speak of the Christian having
assurance of salvation, what do we mean? We mean, not only
that he has been saved by the grace of God, but also that he
has been given this deep inner conviction, this confidence, this
assurance, that the great change really has taken place. Now it
is important to remember that there are two issues here.
Obviously they come together, but it is important to keep them
distinct. One is the experience of the new birth, of peace with
God through Jesus Christ; and the other is the assurance of the
reality of that experience. Now sometimes Christians may have
periods of doubt and uncertainty, but this does not affect the
basic reality of what has happened to them, for the two things
are distinct. However, it is God's purpose for the Christian
that not only should he be brought to a saving faith in Christ,
but that he should have this assurance in his heart, that not
only should he be saved but that he should know he is saved.

How does this assurance come? It is here that you have
conflicting views expressed. You may take as one extreme
and this does not just appear within the Church of Rome, for
you also find it appearing in some parts of evangelical pro
testantism-the idea that you cannot really be sure. Rome
does not give assurance. She does to some! One has got to be
careful. for Roman teaching is rather like a car-racing circuit
with escape roads all the way round! When you think Rome
has said something and you can pin her down, immediately
you find that they have got an escape road, and they have got
something else to qualify what they have just said. So Rome
does qualify her apparent denial of assurance by adding that
there are some to whom the Spirit gives a special word of
revelation and they have assurance: but by and large all you
can have is a well grounded hope. you can never really be sure.
Hence the uncertainty of the whole system.

But then at the other extreme there is an assurance which is
nothing less than sheer presumption. Far from saying you
cannot be sure. this says you can be sure and quite easily so.
As long as you accept two or three texts and nod your head
appropriately, you are assured that you are saved, and that is
it. You must never do what the New Testament tells you to
do, to test whether you really are in the faith or not, to prove
yourself whether you really have passed from death unto life.
You shut your eyes to the first epistle of John because you
should not be testing whether anything has happened or not,
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you simply take it by faith and there you are. Well, I say, this
is the other extreme. On the one side-no assurance at all, no
certainty, never sure whether you are right with God or not;
and on the other side-an assurance which is tossed glibly into
your lap; there it is, just take it, and all is well!

Now the New Testament is quite clear that there is an assur
ance which the child of God should have. The New Testament
is equally clear that there is a false assurance into which people
can be persuaded and which will prove disastrous. That is why
John wrote his first letter, to warn against the great danger of
a false assurance, of imagining that you are saved when in fact
you are not, of imagining that you have come to Christ when
in actual fact all you have gone through is some emotional
experience. True assurance is a reality, and it is something
that is very deep. Wlhere then are we to find it? What is the
basis for this assurance? It is very important that we should
discover this-important for our own spiritual health and well
being and important for our witness, because if we have not
got assurance that we really are God's children, we will always
have this doubt and uncertainty. If we do not have assurance.
we will not really be very much use as witnesses; you cannot
speak to someone else of something of which you yourself are
not really sure in your own heart.

So I ask you this morning, what are the grounds for the
assurance which the New Testament intends the Christian to
have? The apostle here presents the twofold witness, the basis
for your assurance: 'We are witnesses of these things that I
am preaching to you, and so is also the Holy Spirit'. In other
words, there is a basis for Christian assurance-on the one
side, the apostolic message; on the other side, the working of
the Holy Spirit; and these two are essential. We are persuaded,
we are convinced, we are assured, that we are children of God
because of what we find in the apostolic message in the New
Testament, and we are persuaded that we are children of God
because of the working of the Holy Spirit. Now these two are
essential. It is not enough simply to read two or three texts
and accept them and say, 'I am a child of God'. Those texts
are precious words of God, but they must be brought home to
us by the power of the Holy Spirit. Assurance, you see, is not
the conclusion which we draw because we are logical and
accept the various statements which lead us to that conclusion.
It is not just something that we work out in our mind, but it is
something which is wrought in our heart by the Holy Spirit.

So Peter is talking about the twofold witness; the witness of
Scripture and the witness of the Spirit; the witness of the Word
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of God and the witness of the Spirit who brings home that
Word of God to the heart of the believer, and persuades him
by His gracious working that he has an interest in that Word
and in what God has declared that He has done for him
through Christ.

That means, in the first place, that it is vitally important that
the Word in which we are putting our trust is reliable. That is
why J read 1 Corinthians 15. Paul is quite emphatic. It is of
fundamental importance, he maintains, that we are dealing
with historical facts that really happened, otherwise the whole
thing is sheer mockery. If Christ did not rise from the dead,
then we do not have any gospel. Now some modern theolo
gians are telling us today that it does not really matter whether
Christ rose from the dead as long as you have this idea of the
triumph of life, that is the only thing that matters. Paul would
say. Utter nonsense! If Christ did not rise, if it did not really
hfl Dpen that the stone was rolled back from the door, if Christ
did not come out of the empty tomb, well, we have no gospel,
we have no message, because our preaching of a risen Christ,
our preaching of the forgiveness of sins, our preaching of life
supreme over death, is rooted in a fact that took place, that
Jesus really rose from the dead. So, I say. it is of fundamental
importance that we begin with the absolute reliability of the
testimony of Scripture to the Lord Jesus Christ; without that
testimony there is no gospel and there is certainly no assurance.
All you have got, says the apostle Paul in I Corinthians 15, is
make-believe, and who can ever build a solid structure for
their life on make-believe and illLsion? They will end up ulti
mately in bitter disillusionment. No, we begin with the apos
tolic testimony, the testimony to Christ, and it is reliable, you
can trust it; and it is on that foundation that you build your
hope of salvation ,on that foundation yDU build your assurance.

But Peter brings in the other testimony, not only the apostolic
testimony which he is presenting, but also the testimony of the
Holy Spirit. And this is the important additional testimony.
Tndeed. apart from the testimony of the Holy Spirit, the
apostolic testimony is of itself insufficient. The Spirit must
bring home with power the testimony which the apostles have
made. So this morning we are going to look at the twofold
witness, the two testimonies to the gospel; the testimony of the
apostles and the testimony of the Spirit, and then we will look
at the way in which the Spirit takes this apostolic testimony
and writes it on the heart so powerfully that He brings home
to [he believer that he truly is the child of God.
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We begin then with the apostolic testimony. Now the New
Testament makes a great deal of this. It is a theme, I think,
which has today been lost among Christians, for they have not
appreciated how important it is. But the New Testament
stresses the vital importance of the fact that these apostles were
eyewitnesses. That is why the Lord Jesus was so careful at the
outset of His ministry in choosing His men. There were many
disciples around Him; He had many who went with Him and
many who stayed with Him right to the end, so that there were
a hundred and twenty, for example, in the Upper Room,
waiting for the coming of the Spirit. But from that group of
godly people whom He gathered round Him, He chose twelve
because He had a particular purpose for them. and His pur
pose was that they might be with Him and that He might send
them forth to preach. They were to be with Him; they were to
live in the most intimate contact with Him during the whole
period of His earthly ministry. They were to listen to His
parables, and not only listen to the parables as the others
listened to them, but they were to listen in a more intimate way
to the explanations that He gave of those parables to the closer
circle. They were to see Him right the way through, not only
when He was performing His miracles, but when He was
away from the crowd; and during that period they observed
Him, they watched Him, they listened to Him, and they got
to know Him in the most intimate fashion.

They were to be with Him, not only in His ministry but of
supreme importance they were to be there as witnesses of His
resurrection. The resurrection was to be the key message in
this gospel which spoke of Christ crucified and risen again-it
was of vital importance that men should be there who could
say, We saw it happen. We are not talking about make-believe.
We are not spinning religious theories- or opinions. We really
were there. We saw Christ risen from the dead. We stood in
the Upper Room and we saw the marks in His hands and feet
and side, and we know without a shadow of a doubt that Christ
who died, rose again and lives. This explains the narrative in
the early part of Acts which we were looking at some weeks
ago, the choice of Matthias. Because Judas had failed,
Matthias was elected to the apostolic group and he was
brought in on the basis of these qualifications-he had been
with Jesus from the beginning and he was an eyewitness of the
resurrection. So here is the apostolic group, bearing witness to
the great facts of the coming in the flesh of Jesus Christ, His
incarnation, His death for our sins, His resurrection.



The Gospel Magazine 249

Now someone may well ask-what about the apostle Paul?
Well, it is very significant the way Paul talks about his apostle
ship and he does quite a bit of talking about it. In that very
chapter, I Corinthians 15, which I read this morning, he
describes himself in vivid terms as 'an abortion of an apostle',
as 'one born out of due time'. He admits that there is some
thing unusual about his apostleship. He was not with the group
who accompanied Jesus during the days of His earthly
ministry; he was not with them on that first Lord's Day when
He appeared to them after He had risen from the dead; he was
not with them in the Upper Room, and yet he was an apostle
by divine commission; his was an unusual apostleship, but
none the less a real one. So he writes his epistle to the Gala
tians: 'Pau!. an apostle, not of man, nor by man, but by le us
Christ'. He had been commissioned by the Lord as an eye
witness of the resurrection, and in order to have this commis
sion God had given to the apostle Paul a specific revelation.
On the road to Damascus he had seen, as really as Peter and
the others had earlier seen, Christ risen from the dead. We had
better be quite clear at this point. What Paul had on the
Damascus road was not some kind of vision; it was not that he
was in a state of ecstasy, and in that state of ecstasy he saw
some vision. He really saw Jesus Christ and he was fully per
suaded that this was what had happened. So when he writes
I Corinthians 15 he speaks about the way Jesus appeared to
lames and Peter and the others, and then he says, 'And last of
all He appeared to me also as to one born out of due time'.
'I am not fit to be called an apostle ... by the grace of God,
T am what I am.'

Paul is most emphatic that he is an apostle. But you may
well ask further-why was he so concerned aibout this? Why
does he take so much time in the two Corinthian epistles talk
ing about this very thing? Does it matter a great deal whether
Paul was an apostle or not? To Paul it was of fundamental
importance because he was fully persuaded that this apostolic
testimony was of vital importance to the preaching of the
gospel. It was the pledge that it came from men who knew
what they were talking about, men who had seen the Lord in
His flesh, men who had seen Him after the resurrection. Well,
says Paul, by a quite extraordinary intervention of God, I have
been brought into this apostolic circle and I am numbered with
them. and together we declare to you events that have taken
place: we give you a solid basis for your faith. We are not
producing a religious theory, we have not dreamt this up, we
are simply declaring to you what we know. Christ died for our
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sins; He was buried, He rose again, and all according to the
Scripture.

90 the apostolic testimony is the very foundation of the
gospel. That is why when men ask us, 'What does it mean to

be a Christian?' we take them straight to the New Testament
and we say-Look, here is the testimony of the men who knew
the Lord. Here is the testimony of the men who knew Him
right the way through His ministry and who saw Him after His
resurrection. Listen to the apostolic testimony, listen to the
eyewitnesses, listen to what God is saying through the lips of
His chosen servants.

But there is the other testimony-the witness of the Holy
Spirit. In a sense it is not another testimony, because it is
closely linked with the first one. The apostles were able to bear
witness because the Holy Spirit was bearing witness with them
and in them. They were only able to bear witness because of
what had happened to them on the day of Pentecost. Jf you
take, for example, the situation the night the Lord was
betrayed to be crucified, you certainly did not get much testi
mony from those men that night. They were apostles, they hall
been with the Lord, but look at them! At the first sign of
trouble they all forsake Him and flee for their lives, and Peter.
who very gingerly ventures back into the situation, does even
worse because he denies the Lord. He was not prepared even
to say that he knew Jesus of Nazareth. So obviously if that
was to be the basis of the gospel, it would be a very feeble one.
Here were men who hadn't even the courage to stand with
] esus and they certainly hadn't the courage to open their lips
and to be witnesses. But then you see these very same men.
and we have been looking at them in these thrilling pages of
the Acts of the Apostles, there they are standing as a compact
group in Jerusalem-in Jerusalem, mark you! Not in some
obscure place where they were not known, but in the very
place where Christ had been betrayed, tried and crucified; in
the place where men hated the very name of Jesus of Nazareth.
there they are, and they are standing firm. Not only are they
standing, but they are speaking out quite clearly. There are
threats flying, prison-yes, beatings-possibly death-it
doesn't matter, they are ready to speak. Peter-Peter who
denied his Master, Peter who hadn't the courage in front of the
servant girl in the palace to say a word that he belonged to
Jesus-there he is, as bold as a lion, facing imprisonment,
torture, death. He said, 'We preach Christ; we declare to you
the risen Lord'.
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These men are bold, they are confident. What has hap
pened? Well, the explanation is in Acts 2-the great wind
from heaven, the cloven tongues of fire upon each one of them,
the Spirit coming mightily from God filling and possessing
them. Jt was, of course, in accordance with the promise of the
Lord Jesus. He had said, 'You are witnesses of these things;
you shall be my witnesses'. And Peter is echoing it now as he
says, 'We are witnesses'. But between Christ's word to them
about being witnesses and Peter's echoing that word and saying
'We are witnesses', the great thing had happened, the thing
for which they were to wait in Lhose early days-the Spirit had
come upon His people, and the Spirit had come in such mighty
power that the poor craven feeble defeated men had become
this mighty band of witnesses in Jerusalem.

You can see the evidence of the Spirit'S working, not only
in the way they were ready to stand, but in their preaching and
in the effects of their preaching. Certainly these are not men
who are tentatively putting forward opinions and theories; they
are not trying hesitantly to win their way into the hearing of
those to whom they speak, but they have the confidence of
men who have come from the very presence of God. You get
here the note of the typical Old Testament prophet, 'The word
of the Lord came to me'; 'thus saith the Lord'. WelI, that is
how these apostles come. They come with a deep assurance
because they have seen the Lord. They are witnesses of His
resurrection, and the Spirit of God has brought home to them
with tremendous power the fulI meaning of who this Jesus
was-that He was the Son of God; and what His death meant
-it meant salvation; and His resurrection-it meant God's
vindicat ion of His Son. The Spirit has enabled them to under
stand that, and so they preach it, and so they declare it, and
the Spirit is so mightily upon them, and the Spirit is so operat
ing with the word which they preach,-that many are brought to
Christ.

Now this is the basis of our assurance. We have a gospel
which is not some kind of hearsay; we have a gospel which is
not religious theory. W'e have a gospel which is rooted in great
things which God has done. 'God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son.' He gave His Son to the death of
the Cross, and when men despised and rejected Him, God
reached into the very grave and brought Him forth triumphant.
Tsay that this is the ground of our assurance. This is why we
stand in the midst of an uncertain world and claim that these
men, sent from God, indwelt by the very Spirit of God, have
brought to us the words of life, the words of salvation. But
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-and this is the important issue that is sometimes forgotten
it is not enough to read the Scriptures, not enough to ibe per
suaded with our minds that these men are reliable witnesses
and they are speaking the truth, their testimony must be
brought home to our hearts by the same Holy Spirit who
stirred and moved them. In other words, our assurance that
we are children of God, is rooted not only in the promises of
the Word of God but in the working of the Spirit in our hearts.
and that is why there is danger sometimes of a false assurance
or of presumption. People are led to two or three texts and
asked-'Do you accept these? Well, then, if you accept them.
you are saved!' But it is forgetting this other important ele
ment. A man may accept texts and yet not be saved at all. The
Word of God is not something that you just work out in your
mind, it must be applied by the Holy Spirit.

Now the Spirit of God works in two ways; first, by persuad
ing us that this is a word which we ought to accept and then
in enabling us to understand what this word is all about. It is
the Spirit of God who brings home to a man the assurance that
the apostolic testimony is really the Word of God. Recently
we had a very lively discussion on this very issue: How do
you become persuaded that this Book is the Word of God?
How do you become convinced that here are the words of life?
There is only one way basically in which a man is thus per
suaded: it is when the Spirit brings home to him with power
that this is the Book of God, that this apostolic testimony is the
word of the living God.

You may remember Martin Luther in his monastery cell at
Wittenberg, battling with the big question, How can a man be
right with God? How can a man know that he is at peace with
God? How can he be sure that his sins have been forgiven?
How did the answer come? It was when the Spirit of God
brought home to Luther's heart the truth of this Book. It was
as he was reading the epistle to the Romans. Staupitz, his con
fessor, to whom Luther was constantly turning, had no real
answer for Luther in this situation, but he did give him one
very vital piece of advice. He urged him to teach and to study
the epistle to the Romans. And as Luther studied Romans in
order that he might teach it, the Spirit of God authenticated it
and Luther became persuaded that it was the Word of God.
But not only that, he found that it was the Word of God for
his heart, and through reading the Scriptures he was brought
to light and liberty.

That is why our missionaries across the world are concerned
to put the Scriptures into the hands of men and women who do
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not know the Saviour. That is why Christians in the mission
field spend long hours and sometimes long years to translate
the Scriptures; this is the vital ministry, to get the Word of God
into the hands of men and women who do not know the gospel.
What lies behind all this toil and labour and effort? It is the
deep conviction that it is the gospel authenticated, interpreted
and backed home by the Spirit of God which brings men to a
knowledge of the truth.

'We are witnesses of these things,' says Peter, and here is his
witness in the New Testament, 'and so is also the Holy Spirit'.
When the Spirit has brought home to a man that this is the
Word of God, He then enables a man to understand this truth.
You may have had this kind of experience. You could not
understand the gospel. You knew in theory what it was a'bout;
you had heard so many people bearing their own testimony,
and you knew it seemed to be about the fact that Jesus Christ
died for sinners and through this Christ salvation was freely
offered. But still it did not seem to register, it did not ring true,
it did not really mean very much to you. And then one day
something happened. It may have happened in a very dramatic
fashion in a service like this or it may have happened very
quietly in your own room, but it was as if scales fell from your
eyes. Once you were blind, now you could see. Once you were
unutterably foolish as far as the things of God were concerned,
but now you have been made wise unto salvation. What
happened? It was not that you had got to know some Scrip
tures that you had not known before-it could well be that it
was a Scripture that you had known from childhood. It was
that at that point the Holy Spirit enlightened your understand
ing and you saw the truth. You may we)) have said to some
one who had been trying for a long time to show you what the
meaning of the gospel was-I see it now, how was I so stupid
before? I can see it, it is so clear, so simple. You may we))
have jumped with sheer delight at the wonder of this great
revelation that has come to you. What has happened? You
have received the twofold testimony-the Word of God and
the Spirit of God; the Spirit authenticating the Word, the Spirit
making the Word real to your heart.

But Peter has one last word and it is this. He says, 'We are
witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Spirit (here are the
two witnesses which lead you to assurance: the witness of the
Word of God, the witness of the Spirit who brought the Word
of God into being and who applied that Word to your heart)
and the Holy Spirit,' says Peter, 'is given to those who obey
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Him.' This is the great qualification. The Holy Spirit is given
-God gives the Holy Spirit to them that obey.

This was true of the apostles themselves. What preceded
their being gathered into the apostolic group? Jesus walked by
the sea of Galilee. He saw two men washing their nets and He
said, 'Come after me and I will make you fishers of men'. As
He went His way He saw a tax collector sitting at the receipt
of custom and He said, 'Follow me', and Matthew turned his
back on everything and followed. These were men who had
obeyed the call of Christ; they had given themselves to Him
and they were following. Their following for a time was rather
sporadic and uncertain, but it reached its climax after His
resurrection. You get it in the testimony of Thomas. Thomas
had been so unsure, and in fact he had not been prepared to
accept the testimony of the other disciples, but then you will
recall how he was brought to a full persuasion that Christ was
risen from the dead when he saw the Lord with the marks in
His hands and feet and side, and he said, 'My Lord and my
God'. For a man to say to Christ, 'My Lord', is not to use an
empty title; it is to say, 'Lord, here is my life, take it, use it
utterly and completely as you desire. You are my Lord and
my whole concern is to serve you and to love you and to please
you.' It was to Thomas and to men who were speaking like
that, that the Holy Spirit came in power.

This is still the way in which the Spirit brings men to assur
ance. That is why the way to false assurance is the way of
'believism', in which you just believe in Jesus and then maybe
at some indefinite date in the future you may consider what is
spoken in the New Testament about His Lordship. But that is
ruled out by the New Testament approach. You are called to
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, not to an easy profession of
faith, but a committal of your whole self, your whole being,
your whole life, to His sovereign control. It is to those who
thus come, who come without any reservation or qualification.
but give themselves completely; those who bow the knee and
acknowledge the sovereign rights of Jesus the Lord, it is to
them that the Holy Spirit comes and brings assurance of salva
tion. I say that if a man comes without acknowledging Christ
as Lord, if a man comes simply looking for forgiveness of sins
in order to have some kind of insurance policy to make sure
that he will be all right for eternity, well, he may have what he
calls assurance, but it is sheer presumption, and it may be
shattered before very long by the winds of doubt or persecu
tion. Real assurance comes when a man obeys the gospel.
when a man receives Christ as Saviour and Lord, when the
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Spirit of God comes to his heart and the word of promise
comes home. 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt
be saved'; it is no longer just a word that he tries to memorise,
it becomes a word of power made rich to his heart by the
mighty working of the Spirit of God.

Do you remember what John said when he wrote his letter?
He spoke of his fellow apostles. He spoke of the way they had
seen and heard and touched the Lord Jesus Christ, and then he
says, 'What we have seen and heard we declare unto you, that
you also (who read these words) may have fellowship with us
and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord'. If there is somebody here today and
you are asking, 'How may I come to know this Jesus Christ in
a personal way?' I say-Look through the eyes of the apostolic
testimony and see the Saviour. You say-I can see it after a
fashion, but it still doesn't really come home with power.
r would remind you further that Jesus said this, 'If you then
being evil know how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask Him'. Pray then to God and say, '0 God, give
me the Spirit that He may open my eyes to see the full glories
of Christ; give me the Spirit that He may show me my sin and
bring deep conviction of sin to my soul; give me the Spirit that
He may liberate my will that I may be enabled to reach out
the hand of faith and to lay hold of this precious gift of eternal
life'. For this is the pathway to assurance: it is via the apos
tolic testimony and the inner witness of the Spirit. God has
brought them together, and 'what God has joined together let
no man put asunder'. God brings the word home to the heart
by the operation of the Spirit, and as He thus seals the truth
of His word and applies it to our hearts, so by His grace and
in all humility. without a false assurance, without the sin of
presumption, we can say with confidence, 'J know whom I
have believed, and am persuaded thiit he is able to keep that
which I have committed unto him against that day'.

The doctrine of an eternal purpose of God is the foundation
upon which all the teaching of the Bible is really based. Back
of all the events of human history, back of all the changes in
the inconceivable vastness of the universe, back of space itself
and time, there lies one mysterious purpose of Him to whom
there is no before or after, no here or yonder, to whom all
Hrings are naked and open, the living and holy God.

J. GRESHAM MACHEN.
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The Hidden Word
H. P. WOTION

Hiding the Word
Food does no good as long as it remains on the grocer's

shelves or in our cupboards, but when it is hidden in the place
for which it is made, it imparts life and health to our physical
being. The word of God is food for the soul, but it does not
function as such until we hide it in our hearts.

The psalmist wrote, 'Thy word have I hid in mine heart'
(Psalm 119 : 11). He hid it there, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit, it enabled him to live on the spiritual plane, for
'man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God' (Matthew 4 : 4).

It is a strange paradox that when we hide the word of God
in our hearts it is seen in our lives. The apostle Paul could
write to the believers at Corinth, against the background of a
heathen world scarcely touched by the influence of Christianity.
'Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all
men: Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle
of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink. but with the
Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy
tables of the heart' (2 Corinthians 3 : 2, 3).

The word hidden in the heart permeates the whole life, so
that people cannot but know whose we are and whom we serve,
even though they see that we are at times compassed a1bout
with many infirmities, and that we are far from perfect.

The word of God will be much in a person's thoughts if it is
the object of his affections. If the word does not rule our lives,
vain thoughts and imaginations will. - It was man's vain
thoughts and imaginations that brought God's judgment of the
flood upon the earth, for we are told that 'God saw that the
wickedness of man was great upon the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart were only evil con
tinually' (Genesis 6 : 5). Our thoughts are a true indication of
our hearts. If they are right with God we will often have loving
thoughts towards Him, and if we love Him we will love His
word also.

Martin Luther said that he would not part with one page of
the Bible for the whole world; and in this psalm (119) the
psalmist often expresses his great love for the word of God. In
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verse 97, he exclaims, '0 how I love Thy law! It is my medita
tion all the day'. And in verse 111 he says, 'Thy testimonies
have I taken as an heritage for ever: for they are the rejoicing
of my heart'. He had no gospels, no epistles, no book of
Revelation. Our treasure is greater than his, but do we value
i"l as much or more than he did his?

Can we love the Lover if we do not love what He has to say?
Jesus said, 'He that hath my commandments, and keepeth
them. he it is that loveth me, and he that loveth me shall be
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest
myself to him ... If a man love me, he will keep my words:
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him. He that loveth me not, keepeth not
my sayings' (John 14 : 21, 23, 24).

The Hidden Word

We have been thinking about hiding the word of God in our
hearts. Now let us consider the nature of the word itself, for
that it is naturally hidden from our understanding the Bible
makes abundantly clear. The spiritual nature of the Bible is
hidden from the natural man because it contains the mind of
God which cannot be understood by the carnal mind, for 'the
carnal mind is enmity against God: it is not subject to the law
of God, neither indeed can be' (Romans 8 : 7).

The Bible is God's word hidden in Him from the untold
ages of a past eternity. God has always known what He would
do in what we call time. And so before He brought time into
being this knowledge of His will regarding the children of men
was hidden in Him. Because the knowledge of God's will is
entirely His own property, He could, had He so willed, have
kept it to Himself. But He did not do so. He has revealed
some of His secrets. But they still remain hidden from us even
when we read and study the Bible unlil God by His Spirit is
pleased to open the eyes of our understanding to see their
inner meaning.

We have instances that prove the truth of this in the New
Testament itself. Before His death and resurrection Jesus had
told His disciples that these things were going to take place.
But they did not seem to take it in. So much so, indeed, that
when the hour of Christ's crucifixion came, they were so taken
by surprise and sudden fear that they panicked and fled from
the cross.

Their lack of understanding of what the scriptures said about
His mission and what He Himself had told them about it, is
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revealed also when Jesus appeared to His disciples at Jeru
salem after His resurrection. He came to them suddenly, and
said, 'Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted,
and supposed that they had seen a spirit' (Luke 24: 36, 37).
Then, after Jesus had allayed their fears by showing them His
hands and feet and eating with them, He said, 'These are the
words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that
all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.
Then opened He their understanding, that they might under
stand the scriptures, and said unto them, Thus it is written, and
thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the
third day' (Luke 24 : 44 to 46).

Behind the iron curtains of the world there is hunger for the
word of God. This is because God in His infinite love and
mercy has opened the understanding of many people to see its
value; while the unhappy contrast in the West is that, though
we have many Bibles, there is comparatively little understand
ing of their spiritual content. We have erred in thinking that
new Bibles are needed, when the real need is for a new under
standing of those we have. The solemn words of the apostle
are that 'if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ.
who is the image of God, should shine unto them' (2 Corin
thians 4 : 3, 4).

We are continually dependent on the Holy Spirit to open the
eyes of our understanding to see the spiritual nature of the
Word of God. to taste its sweetness, to rejoice in it as the
covetous world ling rejoices in his riches.

The judgments of the Lord were more precious to the
psalmist than the gospel is to many. This is revealed in
Psalm 19. where we hear him declare that 'the judgments of
the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired
are they than gold. yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than
honey and the honeycomb'. What did he see in the judgments
of God that we do not? Well may we search our hearts, and
cry with this great man of God, 'Open Thou mine eyes,
that T may behold wondrous things out of Thy law' (Psalm
119 : 18). And when. by the grace of God, we are enabled to
rejoice in the gospel as David did in the law, we may be sure
that we have made progress in the heavenly way.

Continued on page 271
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The King
and his Court

C. H. SPURGEON

A sermon preached on Sunday evening,
11th March, 1888, in the Metropolitan

Tabernacle.

'Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they
may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall
serve me' (Psalm 101 : 6).

David is going to be king, and these are the resolutions that
he makes before he ascends the throne. He meant that he
would look out the best men in the nation, and that he would
lake care of them. and give them offices about his court, that
so he might have his work well done, that his people might be
judged by wise and righteous men, and all the affairs of state
should be managed by those who were faithful to God. This
vvas a very proper thing for him to do. I wish that those who
arc not kings, but who are placed in any position of influence,
would have their eyes upon the faithful of the land. Good men
should patronise good men; those who have it in their power
should, to the utmost of their ability, advance those whom they
know to be upright and true and gracious men; but we are not
going to talk about David now, but about the Son of David,
'great David's greater Son', the King of kings and Lord of
lords. There is no doubt that in His kingdom His eyes are
upon the faithful. He looks upon the faithful among His
people, He takes them into communion with Himself; and He
uses them as His servants in conspicuous and remarkable
ways: 'Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land. that
they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he
shall serve me.'

My business tonight is to speak specially to God's people
about this faithfulness; and 1 shall handle the subject thus.
First. Who are these faithful men: 'the faithful of the land'?
Secondly. What will the King do with them? And, thirdly,
How lI1ay \lie get among them, that we also may have this
favour from the King of kings?
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1. First, then, WHO ARE THESE FAITHFUL MEN to whom
Jesus, our King, will have respect at all times?

1 answer, they may be known in part by this mark, they are
true in their dealings with God. A man who is not honest to
God is honest la nobody; he who will rob his God will soon
rob his fellow-men. Now, 1 mean by being truthful and upright
to God just this, that we walk before Him in deep sincerity of
heart. To make a profession of being what we are not, is nol
being among the faithful of the land; and la come before God
with prayers which are no prayers, hut only the skins and shells
of prayers, is not being faithful before God. To profess to sing
His praises, when we are only uttering words without heart, is
to make ourselves as sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal in
the ears of God. We are not accepted with Him if our heart L
not true.

A man who is faithful before God wiJI not go in his religious
expressions beyond his religious experience; he will always be
afraid of stretohing his arm farther than his sleeve will reach.
If he has not felt certain changes, he will not profess to have
felt them; he would rather err on the side of doubting and dis
trusting himself than on the side of boasting and claiming for
himself what he really does not possess. 1 think that it is a
most important thing to be very true and thorough in our
private walk with God. If you are backsliding, it is well to
know it. If you are making but small progress, it is well to
confess it. If you are an idler, it is well to admit it. If you
have become lukewarm, it is well to know it; nothing is more
dangerous than to be saying to yourself, 'I am rich, and
increased with goods, and have need of nothing', when all the
while you are 'wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind.
and naked'.

God has His eyes upon the faithful of the land, those who
are faithful to Himself, who do not attempt to deceive them
selves with religious professions which they cannot support.
How many a man has become a bankrupt by a lavish expendi
ture which exceeded his income! He said that he 'must keep
up appearances', and he did keep up appearances till they
became his ruin. God grant that you and J may never try to
keep up appearances before Him! Be what you would seem
to be; and in the presence of God never seem to be or dream
of seeming to be what you are not. Thus 1 think we, first of
all, know the faithful by their upright dealing with God.

This will lead them to be true in their dealings with men.
[ hope that 1 need not say much about this; but yet I do not
know. 1 have heard, at times, of professing Christians who are
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no more straight in business than worldlings are. It is a shame
to you of whom this can be said; and it is a disgrace to the
church to which you belong. It brings dishonour upon the
Lord Jesus Christ if any of you profess to be His servants, and
yet lie and cheat, or, what is much the same thing, puff your
goods beyond what can honestly and fairly be said of them, or
sell them under false names, deceiving the people who pur
chase of you.

I am not going into all the tricks of trade. I remember how
good old Latimer, preaching once at Paul's Cross, said that he
knew a man who had some wheat, poor stuff it was, and he
poured out a bushel of good wheat first, and then he put the
bad wheat next, and then he put some good wheat on the top,
and so mixed it all together, or, rather, he concealed the bad
wheat in the middle. Latimer went on telling another tale, and
another, till on a sudden he said, 'Now, I am not doing you
any good, for you will go and do these things yourselves tomor
row, I daresay, some of you,' so the good old man checked
himself. and dealt with the evil rather by way of generality
than by speciality. That man is not faithful in God's esteem
who is not upright, honest, true to a hair's breadth, in his deal
ings with his fellow-men. We must stand to our bond even
though we lose by it. We must be true to the word we speak
though it be to our own hurt. God grant that His Spirit may
work in us, not only the ordinary integrity which may be found
in many a natural man. but something deeper and more
thorough than that, in all our dealings in business, in the
family. and everywhere else, for the eyes of the King are upon
the faithful of the land!

Now such people will, in the next place, always be true in
their dealings with men on God's behalf. I think this passage
bears very pertinently upon the minister, and upon the Sunday
school teacher, and upon the Christian worker. The eyes of
Christ are upon the faithful of the land. If I come here, and
teach you what I do not believe, or if I conceal what I do
believe, or if I tell you something which has in it a suppression
of truth, or if T preach to you orthodox doctrine while in my
own heart I believe something different, remember that I can
not be said to be one of the faithful of the land. And if I, as
a minister. sit still, and see the gospel of Christ trampled in the
mire, and hold my tongue for fear of shame and contempt,
Tcannot be called one of the faithful of the land. If you, dear
Sunday-school teachers, in your instruction of the children,
keep back from them anything they ought to know, or if, in
telling them what they ought to know, you do not press it
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home upon their consciences, if you do not pray with them, if
you do not long for their conversion, you are not faithful to
their souls on God's behalf, and the eye of Christ will not be
fixed upon you with approval.

It is a very hard thing always to be faithful with men on
God's behalf. I know that it is so even in visiting the sick; one
is tempted to begin to comfort some of them when they ought
not to be comforted, to say very soft and gentle words to them
because they are ill, when, perhaps, they have never felt their
need of a Saviour, and never been awakened to any sense of
spiritual need. I remember one who was greatly condemned for
the action that he thought it right to take. Two or three of us
had been to see a sick and dying man, and he always welcomed
the visitors, and we prayed with him, and told him the gospel.
but we were all under the impression that we had produced no
effect whatever upon his mind, and that he was passing into
another world without any knowledge of his lost estate, and
without any repentance or faith in Christ. The good man to
whom I refer-he is now in heaven, but I well remember the
reproach that he suffered for what he did-he stood at the
foot of the bed, and he said, 'Friend, you are a deceived man:
you are dying, and you have no well-grounded hope. You
always say. "Yes. yes, yes" to all we say; but my inmost
thought of you is that you are without God, and without hope.
and if you die as you are, you will be lost for ever.' The man'~

wife was thunderstruck. so was he; but when we went to visit
him the next day, you should have seen the change that Goel
had wrought in him. There was a broken-hearted man crying
for mercy, a man in sore trouble and distress of soul. The
faithful messenger of God had told him the naked truth; it
pained him to do it. but he had been more faithful to the sick
man than others who had spoken very kindly to him. Oh. I
believe. if we are faithful, so that we are clear of the blood of
all men, faithful to the truth, faithful to -our own consciences.
faithful to the consciences of those with whom we have to deal.
then we are among the number of whom the text says. 'Mine
eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell
with me'.

Have you and I been faithful to our own children. and faith
ful to our own parents? Wives, have you been faithful to your
own husbands about their souls? Do you not think that some
of us might go home tonight, and pour out floods of tears
before God as we confess, 'No, we have not been faithful as we
should have been to what we know of the gospel, and to those
to whom we were bound to teach if? Christ has a special eye
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of love for those wbo are faitbful in their dealings with God,
faithful in their dealings with man, and faithful in their dealings
with the souls of men on God's behalf. Oh, that we may be
amongst that happy company!

Then, observe that these faithful men are thorough in all that
they do. If you read the second part of our text, you will see
that [he psalmist also says, 'He that walketh in a perfect way,
he shall serve me'. May I be permitted to say, especially to
you who are commencing the Christian life. that if you wish to
live near to God, and to be greatly used of Him, it is important
that you should begin as you mean to go on, by endeavouring
to walk in a perfect way? There are some who trifle at first
with their own convictions. I cannot help quoting myself, at
the risk of being called egotistical. When I was converted to
the Lord Jesus Christ, and made to rejoice in Him, I read the
New Testament for myself. I had no friend, and no relative,
who was a baptised believer; J come of a stock in which infant
baptism has been long religiously observed. I read the Scrip
tures. and Tsaw there that the believer only was to be baptised.
That truth came to my conscience; but the suggestion which
came to me from friends was, 'Well, it really is a pity to intro
duce this matter, for all those around you think differently'.
I have never ceased to thank God that Twas thoroughly honest
to my convictions about the ordinance. Do any of you think it
a trifle? Very well, waive that point for the moment; but
when a man is not honest to his convictions about a trifle, the
next thing is that he is not honest to his convictions about
something else, and so he gets off the lines; and if you begin
to go a little aside, for the sake of peace, or to prevent dis
turbance, or to please your friends. you have taken a way of
life which will lead you I cannot tell where.

Be you determined that. if others do as they please, you are
not accountable for their action; bu~ you will do what you
believe to be right. If you are a Christian, go through with it;
be a follower of Christ in every respect as far as the Word of
God and your own conscience lead you. I found that the habit
of beginning to think for myself, and to follow my convictions.
was lIseful to me. and it has been useful to me to this day; and
at this moment. before the living God, J am able to stand on
my own feet, to lean neither on this man nor on tbat, but only
on that eternal arm which wiJJ support any man and every man
who. in the sight of God, determines to follow the truth
wherever it may lead him.

Now, I earnestly pray every Christian person here, especially
in the beginning of life, to look well to this matter, for the joy
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of your life, the peace of your life, the inward rest of your life,
will much depend under God upon your being faithful to your
convictions in every point as God shall help you. The great
King Himself seems to say tonight, 'Mine eyes shall be upon
the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: he that
walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me. He is the man
whom I will pick out for my servant. I will put him here, or
I will place him there, where I am unable to station some
others because they are not clear and straight in their conduct,
and because they are not to be depended upon for loyal
obedience to their Lord and Master'.

Thus have I tried to describe who the faithful men of the
land are. May we all be numbered amongst them!

n. But now, secondly, I want very briefly to answer this
question, WHAT WILL TIlE KING DO WITH THEM? David says,
'Mine< eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land', and David's
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, says the same. What does He
mean?

Well, first, His eye of search will seek them out. That dear
brother who is faithful to God is only a young apprentice; but
he has been faithful in not breaking the Sabbath. Nobody
knows about him, dear young man, but the eyes of the Lord
are upon him. There is a working man who, the other day, in
the midst of a swearing company, rebuked the blasphemer, and
spoke up for Christ. That noble action is not recorded in the
newspaper, and never will be; but God's eye is upon the faith
ful of the land. There is a poor woman who, the other day, lost
a good deal by being straight and honest. No one will report
it; nobody will put her down in the legion of honour. Ay. but
God's eyes are upon the faithful of the land! And when you,
through the grace of God, are led to follow Christ faithfully.
quite alone, not wishing to be seen, doing in secret what only
God Himself knows, it is reward enough for you that the Lord
Jesus Christ sees what you do, and He Himself will one day
reward you openly.

But there is more than that. When the King says, 'Mine eyes
shall be upon the faithful of the land', it means that His eye
of favour will cheer them. The King would first search them
out. and then He would bring them forward; He would
promote their interests, He would see that the faithful men
were not thrust into a corner and neglected, He would have an
eye to cheering them as they had an eye to pleasing Him. I
believe that God greatly favours and blesses those whom, by
His grace, He makes to be faithful. If you are unfaithful, your
unfaithfulness will come home to you sometime or other; J
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mean, if you are a child of God, for there is discipline in the
house of the Lord. I am not talking now about the punish
ments of the law; the children of God are not under the law;
1 am speaking about the discipline of the gospel. You are
saved; by free, rich, sovereign grace you are saved, and you are
made a child of God. From the moment of your new birth you
come under the discipline of the great Father's house; and if
you are unfaithful, your unfaithfulness will deprive you of
many a comfort and many a joy. It will dog your footsteps,
and track you when you least expect it. Look at David. After
his great sin, he was never the man that he had been before;
and many were the griefs and pangs of heart which he brought
upon himself by that one terrible fall. The Lord grant that we
may be kept faithful so that God's eye of approval may rest
upon us, and that we may joy and rejoice in Him from day
to day!

But then the text. after saying, 'Mine eyes shall be upon the
faithful of the land', adds, 'that they may dwell with me'. The
-,faithful shall dwell with God. Oh, this is a choice privilege!
When grace makes a man faithful, God rewards his faithful
ness by permitting him to dwell in close communion with his
Lord. Tt is a wonderful thing to me that. if we have any f!ood
works. God always works them in liS. and then He rewards liS

for them as if they were our own. He gives us grace, and then
smiles on us because of tbe grace that He Himself gives. So. if
he makes a man faithful, He then rewards him for it according
to His grace. and says, 'He shall dwell with me'.

I think I see David carrying out this resolution. There is a
poor but honest man away down there in Bethlehem: and
David hears of his strict integrity. and sends him a letter.
'Come to Jerusalem.' says the king, 'I will make a courtier of
you. I will make a friend of you . You are the sort of man J
want, come and dwell with me.' He hears of another poor
man. over yonder, who has been ridrculed because he stood up
for Jehovah. the God of Israel, when others were inclined to
worship some false god. 'Come up to Jerusalem,' says he.
'come to live with me. You are my sort of company, for you
are one of the faithful ones.' Now, that is what the Lord Jesus
Christ says to us. He calls us as sinners, but He communes
with us as saints. He washes us when we are guilty; but after
we are washed. and He has made us upright in His sight, then
He takes us to dwell with Him, He delights in opening His
heart to us, and in permitting us to open our heart to Him.

Now. if any of you are not faithful to Christ, I can tell you
that you will not be able to commune with Him. If you have
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done a wrong thing in business, or if you have held your
tongue, and not been faithful in testifying for Christ, when you
go on your knees at night, you will not be able to find yourself
so led out in prayer as you were before when you were true
(0 Him. And when you turn (0 the Scriptures, instead of find
ing them speaking to you, they will seem as if they were dumb,
110 voice of comfort will come from them. But if you have been
faithful and true, and out and out for Christ, then you shall
dwell with Him, you shall abide in Him, and His word shaH
abide in you.

Then it is added, 'He shall serve me'. The faithful shall be
Christ's servants. I do not know which is the greater privilege,
'He shall dwell with me', or, 'He shall serve me'. Perhaps the
second is the higher. Have you ever thought, beloved friend,
what an honour it is to be permitted to do anything for God?
For God to bless us, is great condescension on His part; but for
Him to permit us to be of any use to Him, this is a wonderful
honour from His right hand. I believe that there is more
honour in being allowed, for the glory of God, to teach a little
Sunday-school child the way of salvation, than there would be
in ruling the whole German Empire if it was done for the
glorification of self. The honour does not lie in the act so
much as in the motive; and if the motive be. 'I did it unto the
Lord'. then Tstand in the same rank with angels, ay, in a line
with those wonderful living creatures that John saw in tbe
Revelation, who reveal the glory of God and continually do
Him service.

The Lord will not have you as His servant if you are not
faithful, if you do not give yourself up to the truth, and to be
(rue through and through. It is not God's way to send forth
His truth by untruthful men. If there is a lie in thy left hand,
the truth in thy right hand will seem to have lost at least ha If
its power. Like the hoard of Achan hiq,den away in the tent.
which robbed all Israel of the victory at the gates of Ai, so will
you find that anything which is untrue, hidden away in your
life or your conduct. will deprive you of victory when you go
out in the service of God. 'He shall serve me,' says Christ; and
He will not accept the service of those who are not true to Him.

Ill. Thus Thave spoken of a very necessary practical truth.
and I am going to close by trying to answer one more question,
How MAY WE GET AMONG THESE FAITHFUL ONES?

Perhaps we can truly say, God helping us, we hope that we
are among them. If so, as we read a little while ago, 'it is he
that hath made us, and not we ourselves'. If there be any faith
fulness, if there be any uprightness, unto God be the glory of it
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all. Pray that you may never lose your faithfulness, but that
you may be kept even unto the end. Remember that passage
in Jude's epistle, 'Now unto hjm that is ahle to guard you from
stumbling'. So it is in the Revised Version, and it is an im
provement and nearer to the original than our old text; for
while it is a great mercy to be kept from falling, it is a still
greater favour to be guarded from stumbling. so as to walk
with careful, steady progress in uprightness before God all
your life. Let it be your constant prayer that you may be thus
kept faithful even unto death.

But now I speak to others who are not as yet faithful. You
say, 'How are we to get among the faithful?' Well. 1 should
say, first, so far as you may be, and so far as your light goes, be
faithful tonight, be honest in confessing sin. Before you sleep,
put yourself before God just as you are. Have you hitherto
neglected religion? Confess it. Or have you pretended to
possess religion when there was no truth in your profession?
Confess it. What has been your sin? Confess it. Kneel by
your bedside. and there, God alone seeing you, unveil your
heart before Him. You say that He knows all about you; that is
true, and that is a reason why you should be the more explicit
in your confession to Him. Speak freely to God, and make
Him. as you ought to make Him, your only 'Father Confessor'.

Tell Him that you are lost, tell Him that you are hard
hearted, tell Him that you are unfeeling, tell Him that you
desire to be converted, but that it is only a faint desire as yet.
tell Him all about yourself; in a word, begin to deal with God
on the straight. If you have not done so already, I pray God
that you may do so tonight, and I beseech you to go as far as
you can in this matter. Reveal your poverty, your filthiness.
vour sin. your nakedness, your desert of hell; only do all
honestly, as in the sight of God. What a wonderful thing it is
that men do not like to act thus; yet, when the grace of God
enables them to do it, they are already'on the road to salvation.
When the man comes before God, with a rope round hjs neck.
confessing that he deserves to die, then there is this blessed
text to comfort him, 'If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un
righteousness'. God grant that you may find it to be so
tonight!

Next, be anxious to have a new heart and a right spirit. May
God make you thus anxious tonight! Remember that there is
evil in us by nature. 'All have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God.' 'The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked'; and before we can be faithful, we must be
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born again. No man will ever be true until the God of truth
has truly renewed him. Our tendency is to lean either this way
or that; to stand upright is a gift of divine grace, and none but
the Holy Spirit can bestow it upon us. Oh, that we might have
a deep anxiety to undergo that wondrous change, that radical
and total change of heart which the Saviour described when
He said to Nicodemus, 'Ye must be born again'! Go to the
Lord with David's prayer, 'Create in me a clean heart, 0 God;
and renew a right spirit within me'. Plead that Old Testament
promise, 'A new heart also will I give YOll, and a new spirit
will J put within you; and I will take away the stony heart out
of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh'.

Then, supposing that you have come thus far, I earnestly
cntreat you, if yOll would be found among the faithful of the
land, be sincere in all your dealings with the living God. If you
mean to pray, do pray; if you believe in Jesus, do not simply
say that you believe, but believe; if you repent, do not merely
talk of repentance, but repent. Let everything be thorough and
downright. May the Spirit of God save you from getting the
imitation of spirituality, which will damn you, and may He
give you the reality of spiritual life, which will effectually save
you!

I believe that there are many who are very much injured by
being led to profess religion when they do not possess it. There
is a revival meeting, there is a room for converts, they get in
there. they are pressed, they are exhorted, they are entreated,
they think that they are sincere; in a certain measure they are,
but there is no sense of guilt, no loathing of sin, no true
repentance, no wounding. and hence no healing, no stripping,
and hence no clothing. The whole thing is but a mere sham;
and they go away, and are themselves deceived, and afterwards
return to their old sins, and are worse than they were before.
Tf you do not have eternal life. do not pr:etend that you have it.
I charge you before God, who shall judge the quick and the
dead, in the day of His appearing. never cheat yourself in this
matter. for you are the only person that you can really cheat
for long. God Himself you never can deceive. Make clear.
clean, sharp. distinct. decided work of this matter; or rather,
may God the Holy Spirit work this miracle of mercy in you,
for Christ's name's sake!

Lastlv. if you would be among the faithful of the land,
depend continually upon the Lord and His Word to make and
keep you faithful. Every day wait upon Him for fresh anoint
ing and renewed power; and daily live unto Him, and for
Him, laying yourself Ollt to honour Him who has redeemed
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you. Your only hope is in His precious blood; then let the
object of your existence be to glorify Him alone. If this be so,
you shall be among the faithful of the land, and you shall dwell
wilh the King, even with the King of kings, and you shall serve
Him for ever and ever.

Are you not glad to hear this, you great sinners? Jesus is as
able la pardon you now as He was to save the dying thief; and
you who have hard hearts, He is able to give you new ones
today. as He gave them to those of old. And oh, you children
of God. I pray you. do not act as if David had a great God
and you had a little God! Do not act as if, in the trials of the
olden times, God made bare His arm, and that now He will
hardly put out His little finger. Do not treat Him as if it could
be 'so. God still hears prayer; if He does not work miracles, He
does the s.ame thing in some other way which is even better.
He delivers us still; He feeds us still; He leads us still; He
guards us still; Re is the same as ever He was. Oh, if you
would but trust Him! Abraham's God is your God, and He
can help you in the day of battle. Joshua's God is your God,
and He says to you ,as He did to Joshua, 'I will not fail thee.
nbr forsake thee'. Oh, do believe it! Jesus Christ, my grand
father's Jesus Christ, my father's Jesus Christ, is my Jesus
Christ. Look back on all the godly people you have ever
known, and think of what the Lord did for them, and then
remember that His arm is not shortened, His ear is not heavy,
His love is not diminished, His wisdom is not turned to foolish·
ness. He is still able and willing to ,bless you, as in all the ages
that have gone by. Trust Him, ye saints; trust Him, ye sinners;
and the Lord bless you all, for Jesos Christ's sake! Amen.

'The Lord will give strength unto his people; the Lord will
bless his people with PEACE.' There is a threefold peace:
F:xternal, Internal, Eternal. External peace is the blessing;
Internal peace is the grace; Eternal peace is the glory. As in a
stately palace there is a lodge that leads into the inmost goodly
rooms, so External peace is the entrance or introduction to the
Inward lodgings of the sweet peace of conscience, and of that

'; Eternal peace which we shall know in heaven at last thrQugh
Christ our· Lord.-EpHRAlM UOALL (Psalm 29 : 11).

Everywhere tyranny is stalking through the ea.rth, and
decadence disguised under a hundred newfangled and high
sounding names.-DR. J. GRESHAM MACHEN.
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Dear David
Letter-writing is one of the neglected arts. Yet how greatly

God has blessed and used this ministry in the past. The letter
which follows is the second of three which were sent by a
Christian service man to a friend-he had earlier been used by
God in this friend's conversion.

Ln sharing this personal correspondence with us, the
recipient of the letters gives his reasons: 'Apart from the value
of the inst ruction these letters contain, I would hope that they
might be an encouragement to other Christians to exercise their
gifts in correspondence with one another. How many Christian
friendships are broken by the neglect of letter-writing or one
party not having the common courtesy to reply to letters. Yet
what spiritual benefits letters bring to us. How many graces
are brought into lively exercise by having to minister a word
of instruction, reproof, counsel or comfort to a fellow pilgrim.
In many ways also we are more on our guard with our pens
than with our tongue and not so prone to mar our fellowship
by idle gossip and worldly chatter.'

The letters are somewhat shortened because of the omis ion
of personal details.
Dear David,

'Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprink
ling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace,
be multiplied' (I Peter 1 : 2).

1 am glad you mentioned, in your last letter, the difficulties
you experience in studying Scripture; I have exactly the same
problems. 'Reading the Bible' is fairly 'simple; it is our com
plete failure to meditate on what we are reading that accounts
for our barren studies. Scripture only yields its treasures to
those who take the time to pray about what they are reading.
The Holy Spirit only reveals Christ though Scripture to those
who acknowledge their complete dependence upon Him for
spiritual insight. We find ourselves living in an age when it has
hecome fashionable to believe that the main essential to under
standing Scripture is academic training. We also live at a time
when life moves at a tremendous pace, and it is thought by
many, even in Christian circles, that one cannot possibly
spend considerable time in the prayerful study of Scripture.
1 am persuaded, however. that all this is from the enemy of our

..
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souls. T entirely agree that the great need is discipline, par
ticularly in our private devotions and at family worship. If we
do not take sufficient time during our daily devotions to really
prayerfully meditate on the Scriptures, we cannot expect to
have a thirst for a deeper knowledge of Christ through Scrip
ture al public worship or when we are free from following our
lawful occupations. It is amazing how those who belong to the
world find time to do all that they are really enthusiastic about;
how much more should we, who have been reconciled to God
by the death of His Son, and who have the oracles of God and
their Author to teach us, be diligent to overcome the natural
sloth of our carnal hearts, the criticisms of fellow Christians.
the distracting noises of the world (the radio in particular!).
and really seek the Lord through His Word.

Please continue to send the monthly Record. T find the
'Notes and Comments' of value.

'Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing
shall offend them' (Psalm 119: 165).

PETER.

THE HIDDEN WORD-continued from page 258
Finally. let us look at Paul's letter to the Ephesians. In it the

apostle writes of the deep things of God. He unveils the
eternal foundation upon which the faith of every true believer
is founded. He points out that we were chosen in Christ before
the foundation of the world, that God the Father has blessed
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, and
other glorious truths. He was most concerned, however, that
those to whom he wrote should have a spiritual understanding
of these things, for he was well aware that their spiritual con
tent was hidden until the Holy Spirit opened their under
standing.

And so he writes in chapter 1, verses 15· I 8, 'Wherefore 1
also, after I heard of your faith in .the Lord Jesus, and love
unto all the saints, cease not to give thanks for you, making
mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ. the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him: the eyes of
your understanding lbeing enlightened; that ye may know what
is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of
His inheritance in the saints'.

From this we see again how necessary it is to have the
unction and teaching of the Holy Spirit to enable us to under
stand the scriptures. They were given by inspiration of God.
This being so, they can be known only by a God-given spiritual
understanding.
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Russian
Reminiscences

PRINCESS SOPHIE LIEVEN
This is a continuation of a series drawn from a
record of Evangelical work in pre-revolutionary
Russia. It was translated into English by the
author but remained unpublished for many

years.

OUR SISTERS
Now a few words about our sisters.
Our nursery maid's name was Anna, though we called her

by the pet name Annushka. She stayed with us, even when we
were grown up, until her marriage. Annushka was an orphan
and had had a sad childhood. She became a believer when quite
young and had learned fine sewing in a linen shop where she
earned her living before comjng to us. She told us how the
shop girls used to gather on certain evenings for spiritualistic
seances. Annushka, the young Christian, knew nothing about
the evil in this business, but her sensitive soul felt there was
something uncanny about it. Several times she was persuaded
to attend. Before going she prayed God for protection, and
every time as soon as she entered the room all manifestations
ceased; all efforts to achieve them again were vain. This proved
to her that here was no place for her and convinced her that
whoever wants to follow Christ must break with spirit ism for
ever.

Our Annushka was at home in the Bible and had very clear
ideas on the divine truths of the Scriptures. I well remember
how, on Sunday mornings, when we were allowed to get up a
little later, she would stand at the foot of one of our beds and
relate some Old Testament story. Although those Bible stories
were quite familiar to us, she had so vivid a way of telling
them that we listened as if we had never heard them before,
and were curious to see what personal application to us she
would find in the story. It was she who was the first to tell me
that she had noticed a change in me after I had been converted.
She said that it was surely the work of the Holy Ghost that
had brought about this change. He had wrought that new
thing within me. Annushka was one of the 'workers together
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with God' who in her humble calling faithfully accomplished
the task God had entrusted to her.

The old washerwoman Agraphena was a type on her own.
She was the laundress in my aunt's (princess Gagarin) house.
She had several helpers and ruled the laundry like a queen.
I have never seen an iron slide so quickly to and fro as in her
hands, and everything she ironed, to the finest specimen of
jinen, looked as white and fresh and as beautifully starched as
if it were new. Her memory went back to the time when there
were stiJ] serfs in Russia and she could tell stories about those
clays. Somewhere, possibly in St. Petersburg, she had begun
to read the ew Testament. In reading it she discovered the
truth about the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ towards sinners,
including herself, and accepted it by faith. She immediately
began telling others about the joy of salvation. With courage
and enthusiasm she went to the people of her village and called
them to Christ. This drew the attention of the local clergy, and
she was put into prison more than once for her faith. Through
her witness many were brought to repentance and to personal
faith in Christ.

J see her sitting over her Bible, a black and white kerchief
tied over her head in the way Russian peasant women cia. Her
dark eyebrows would rise and fall over her old-fashioned
spectacles as she read syllable by syllable some verses out of
her big Bible, and would then add some thoughts of her own
about what she had read. These thoughts were often quaint,
but well worth listening to.

Tn summer, when she wore a white cotton dress with black
dots and a broad apron as white as snow, she looked as if she
herself had just been starched and ironed. Tn winter she wore
black. but never without the same white apron, except on
Sundays when she went to the meetings. In those days every
well-ta-do family left town in summer and went to a country
seat, taking all the servants with them. Likewise Agraphena
with her 'staff' used to be taken to my aunt's estate for the
duration of the summer. Every Sunday she would visit the
villagers and they all knew her as 'babushka' (granny) who
t:llked to them and invited them to the Saviour.

'My loves. my little pigeons' (a Russian pet name), 'my
golden ones', was how she would address my sisters and me.
and how great was her happiness when she noticed that we had
truly become converted.

Years went by and my eldest brother had become an officer
in the Imperial Guards. Although as a boy he had accepted
Christ as his personal Saviour, the years at the university with
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many materiali tic influences brought doubts into his mind and
heart, and led him off the narrow path. One day, leaving our
house, tall and handsome in his Horse Guards uniform, little
old Agraphena happened to be passing, dressed in her long
bi:J.ck cloak, with a black woollen shawl on her head. She
stopped to greet him with a deep Russian bow and my brother
responded with some kind words, as he always did. 'My very
dear Highness.' said she, 'are you at peace with God?' 'No.
dear Baoooshka. No,' was his answer. 'Well, may the Lord
help you and bless you, dear Highness. Anatoly Pavlovitch'
(my Brother's Christian and father's name), said she, as she
bowed once more in farewell.

Those two figures and that conversation in one of the main
:;treets of St. Petersburg were. I may say, unique, but how
faithful were those dear children to their faith in those days!

either social position nor place, nothing was an obstacle to
the winning of souls for Jesus Christ. Another aspect of this
incident gives me joy. I like the sincerity and straight-forward
ness of my brother, and I am thankful to know that in later
ears he returned to the Captain of his salvation.

May I leap over many years and recall a picture from post
revolution years? My aunt was no longer alive. Before she
riied she had had to leave her manor house and all her po ses
sions. Nothing of the former grandeur was left. I lived in a
tiny bungalow belon3ing to a former nurse at my aunt's hospi
lal. with whom Tlived for several years. This little house stood
in a quiet corner of the village, not far from the manor. One
day we heard a rumour that babooshka Agraphena. who for
several years had lived in her native village in a distant pro
vince. had arrived. We could hardly believe this to be true, but
there she was, walking bravely along the viIlage street, with
a long stick in her hand, dressed as she always had been in her
white cotton dress with black dots and the spotless white apron.
as if nothing had ever changed in the world. Everybody was
happy and wished to see her. She started visiting those she
knew. but as there were too many of them and she herself too
old to do a I she wanted to do. we decided to pool what each
could give and to arrange a kind of feast in her honour. Each
(lid his best to bring something good to put on the tea table.
and we gathered in our little meeting hall, the partakers being
mostly believers.

Sitting round the table we listened to most interesting and
sometimes amusing stories about her life at home and
especially about her journey. This had entailed some eight or
ten hours railway journey and a long walk to the station.
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Added to this, she had possessed not a single kopek (the
Russian penny) and was over seventy-five years old. She had
a great desire to see all of us once more and to hear how God
had led us through the past frightful, stormy years. So she set
off, trusting fully in the helping hand of her Heavenly Father.
When she reached the station she found a platoon of soldiers
there, waiting for the train. At first they laughed at this old
woman who talked to them about things which they considered
pure fancy. But soon they became friendly, and when the train
arrived they insisted upon taking this kind 'babushka' into
their reserved carriage. When they came to the station where
sh(: had to change trains, they went to the stationmaster and
begged him to help this old lady and to make arrangements for
her to continue her journey free of charge. So, Agraphena
reached her destination quite comfortably without having spent
a farthing. Her witness to God's care and help was truly
encouraging and the festivities ended in songs and prayers and
in praise and thanksgiving. Our 'babushka' wanted to return
in the same way as she had come, but we hac! neither the
courage nor the faith she had had, so we procured the neces
sary ticket, and when she had seen everyone she had wanted to
:ev. she left us, completely satisfied with her visit.

When Babooshka Agraphena was leaving, so many friends
came to see her off that quite a crowd stood in front of her
carriage. One of the railway men came up to a former servant
of my aunt's who. I am sorry to say, was not a Christian, and
asked him what all the fuss was about. The answer was: 'This
is babooshka "Breshko-Breshkovskaya. and we have come to
see her off! ' Breshko-Breshkovskaya was a famous old pioneer
of the revolution. I do not know whether the official saw the
ioke or not. So Babooshka Agraphena left us full of honours.
That was the last time we saw her on this earth.

IVAN STEPANOVITCH PROHANOV AND THE COMMUNITY

Such brethren and sisters were 'God's husbandry and Gou's
building', as the apostle expresses it in 1 Corinthians 3 : 9.
Among the 'labourers together with God' the name of 1van
Stepanovitch Prohanov was the best known in later years.
because his whole life was dedicated to the work in and for
Evangelical Christianity in Russia. He came to St. Petersburg
about 1893 or 1895. I saw him for the first time when he
came to our house when he was a student at the Technological
Tnstitute. He had been to America, and we thought him
highly educated. He rarely came to our meetings, as the whole
of his activity lay in other parts of the city where small groups
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of brethren came together in private apartments. He belonged
to a Molokhan family, and it was said of him that he had later
become a Baptist.

The sect of Molokhans was an evangelical brotherhood
which had broken off from the Orthodox Church more than a
hundred years earlier. Its members held to the letter of the
Bible and were known for their honesty and uprightness. As
a body they lacked real spiritual life and stuck stubbornly to
the views their fathers held as the only right ones, and there
fore kept aloof from other believers and considered them
heretics. They would argue about some Biblical questions, as
to how many children such or such Old Testament character
had had, or how many years had passed between the creation
and the flood, and so on, and would go on all through the night
and even sometimes till dawn. If anyone desired to advance in
knowledge and spiritual understanding, he could but with diffi
culty bear these narrow confines, and that was the reason for
whole groups occasionally breaking out of the Molokhan sect
and joining the Baptists.

A young evangelical brother, whom I knew well, was for a
time sent to work in a distant part of the country. It so hap
pened that in the neighbourhood lived a group of Molokhans.
This young brother thought it right to go to the elder of that
group and to greet him as a brother in Christ, showing his
friendly attitude and respect. His description of this encounter
would be funny if, considered seriously, it were not so sad.
Here it is in short.

A few elderly men in long 'kaftans' (dark Russian coats,
almost knee length) stood there with serious faces and long
beards to receive the young brother. None of them greeted
him until their elder came in. He was a very old man. When
he bowed in greeting the others did the -same, but none of them
shook hands with the visitor. When they had all sat down,
brother M was shown to a seat and then began the spiritual
inquisition. It was a good thing that our young brother was
endowed with true Christian frankness and so was able to
answer the questions naturally and without constraint or un
easiness. The serious conclave seemed satisfied with his
answers and saw no heresy in his religious convictions, and yet
their verdict was somewhat startling. 'Well,' said the eldest of
the Molokhans, 'you seem to be alright, young man, and your
knowledge of the Bible appears to be good, but, nevertheless,
you are a wolf in sheepskin!' Thus ended his visit and, unless
I am mistaken, without even a handshake. Our dear brother
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M told us all this with an amused smile. He had done his duty
and wa enriched by a new though sad experience.

One more thing about the Molokhans. In their meetings
they sing only Psalms or portions of the Scriptures, sometimes
wh le pages from the Epistles. Their singing is a kind of
recitative, and the melodies are monotonous and mostly sad.
Those who have heard them sing say it is very impressive
when the whole assembly sings those wonderful words out of
God's Book as one man. Sometimes all sing in unison, and
then divide into separate parts; they all sway to and fro to keep
time while singing. 1 am sorry never to have heard them sing!
The Molokhans were staunch scripture students, their prin
ciples were good, and in Russia they were looked upon as
trustworthy, orderly and useful people.

Brother Prohanov was an energetic and able man, and could
make things go with a swing. He found a way of having new
hymn books printed even before liberty of conscience had been
proclaimed. and also a monthly paper called 'Christianin' (the
Christian). He translated hymns and wrote many himself with
great facility; sometimes they were distinguished more by their
numbers than their beauty! Yet some of them are really good.

Up to this time the groups of these children of God had been
taught and governed by quite uneducated brethren. They
watched over the behaviour of the believers with severity. and
took their responsibility before God very seriously. Not only
excessive drinking. but any drinking at all was forbidden, and
smoking, too. was taboo. These two points were conditions
for admission to church membership. Ikons, or sacred pic
tures, had to be removed, and women were admonished to
dress soberly and not to wear adornments. It must be admitted
that. as always happens with conversions on religious grounds.
new converts were apt to go to extremes out of sheer devotion.
and so it was in this reformation in miniature.

The eyes of these believers had been opened and they saw
some of the defects of the old church, they saw that much was
inconsistent with New Testament teaching, so they came to
look at everything that came from the Greek Orthodox church.
or was done in it, as wrong and heathenish. They called ikons
idols, and the priests were to them nothing but 'scri'bes and
pharisees' so severely condemned in the gospels.

It happened that ikons would be burned or chopped to
pieces, and such deeds would be openly mentioned. No wonder
that the remainder of the population was shocked and reported
it to the priest or the authorities. Yet one cannot help under
standing these sincere. guileless infants. They had rightly
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grasped that God is a Spirit, 'and they that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth' (John 4 : 24). Praying to
pictures, or strictly speaking, praying before them, could not
be called following the 'truth', and so for them it had become
sin. Once anything was against the Word of God, how could
lhey keep lo it or pass it on to others, thus encouraging them in
their error. The only thing left was destruction. The principle
of the thing was right, but the way in which it was enforced
lacked wisdom.

Such occurrences seem inevitable. They happened more
often in the country than in St. Petersburg. The influence of
the more enlightened members may have been the reason. The
St. Pelersburg assembly had more knowledge and understand
ing than the primitive, less developed country groups.

Social inequality remains a problem even in Christian com
munities. As long as the Christian is full of the 'first love'
(Revelation 2: 4) nothing troubles him. In this particular
revival the light had come through higher society. The Word
of God was proclaimed in the grandest houses of the city and
the teachers and leaders who were sought out for counsel and
help were men and women of culture. The young Christians
looked up to them with trust and reverence and were received
with brotherly warmth and love. Neither the differences of
social position nor of culture were of importance in this com
munion of the Spirit.

Now the first leaders had disappeared and simple inex
perienced brethren became responsible leaders of the church.
Unprepared as they were, there was great danger of their
becoming conceited. Strict in their obedience to the Holy
Scriptures, they could easily have become narrow minded
concerning others, and this was where they often met with
opposition at the hands of clever and enlightened converted
ladies, who had more understanding than they for people of
differing views.

Another disadvantage was that most of the cultured people
used to leave town in spring and spend the summer months in
the country. During these absences our house, for instance,
was closed and no meetings could be held in it. All this goes to
show a little of the danger of riches in the Christian's life. We
did not lose our faith, and we tried to work for the Lord at
our country seat and did so to a certain extent (1 would like to
emphasise, to a certain extent only!), but it was not a full
consecration to the work of the Kingdom of God.

The simple brethren, on the contrary, worked unceasingly
summer and winter. So it was quite natural that the life of the
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church, the church council, admission of new members, as well
as the expulsion of undesirable or disobedient ones, lay solely
in their hands, and they often found something that displeased
them in these independent ladies. In the beginning, when the
opinion of Colonel Paschkoff and of Counts Korff and Bobrin
sky still carried weight, a wonderful spirit of freedom reigned
in the St. Petersburg Christian circles.

Some. obeying the words 'he that believeth and is baptised
shall be saved' (Mark 16: 16), found it proper to be baptised
after their conversion; others held to the view that if one had
already been baptised, faith and the new birth only were essen
tial. These divergences of views were no hindrance to com
munion among them. The main emphasis was laid upon the
loilowing points: did the postulant truly believe in Jesus Christ
as his personal Saviour, and had he experienced the new birth
from on high? If this was so, then the brother or the sister
\ ould be accepted into the church and could take part in the
breaking of bread. Brother Kargel, the much-loved and
revered preacher, held to this view, and that was why such
lovely unity and brotherhood reigned in the midst of the
children of God in those first years after the revival. Little by
little, differences became visible. Brother Kargel and those
who came to the meetings in our house held to the broader
view, and the brethren who attended meetings in other places
were more narrow-minded. Brother Prohanov held with the
latter.

THE YEAR 1905

A great :ange took place in 1905, for in the midst of
threa .,iog waves of revolutionary upheavals all over Russia .
. lle Emperor icholas T[ issued an Edict of liberty of
conscience. It thrilled with joy the hearts of all believers in
Russia.

1 remember how on that lovely Easter Sunday morning of
1905 my mother stood up before a large congregation gathered
in our Red Hall, and with a radiant expression on her face
s:licl that she had great and joyful news for us, which brother
O. would read aloud for all of us to hear. Brother O. then read
the long-awaited and desired Manifesto in his clear loud voice,
and after he had read it everybody knelt in prayer. With tears
of joy we all thanked and praised God for this wonderful
Easter present.

This meant liberty to preach tbe Word of God, and also
liberty for young people to be legally married by the brethren.
Assemblies or churches could be formed on condition that
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they registered their statutes with the authorities and chose
a name for themselves. From then on we bore the name
'Evangelical Christians'.

Ivan Stepanovitch Prohanov was a born organiser. He had
opened a little book shop, had printed several books and many
pamphlets and hymn books, and issued a monthly magazine;
he had also prepared the articles of faith of the Evangelical
Christians for print. The various groups of these Christians all
over Russia were united into an 'Alliance of Evangelical
Christians' and every province or district had its council of
brethren with an elder in the provincial town; these were
responsible for the smaller groups all over the province, They
all read the monthly paper, 'Christianin', which they dearly
loved, and it was a link which kept them together.

As time went on, we spent increasingly less time in town
because of my mother's health, and lived most of the time at
our country seat. The responsibility for the meetings in our
St. Petersburg house was entrusted to brother Kargel. It soon
became evident that the work directed by brother Kargel was
of a slightly different character from that of Ivan Stepanovitch
Prohanov. The latter was decidedly better organised and
showed more activity, but went less into the depths of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus Himself than did Kargel.

T do not know exactly how it happened, but one day we
heard that Prohanov's church now called itself the first, and
that of brother Kargel was to be the second. So they went on
living and working side by side. For a time, brother (now
pastor) Fetler was very active and created a great stir with his
meetings on a grand scale. He often helped brother Kargel
and preached in our house. Once he organised a very big
meeting in the Duma (the St. Petersburg Mansion House)
which was much talked about, and also. in other big town halls.
etc. But this was no permanent work. He soon left for abroad.

(To be continued)

Christian, if you would stir up others to exalt the God of
grace, look to the exercise and improvement of your own
groces. When poor servants live in a family, and see the faith
and love and wisdom and patience and humility of a master,
shining like the stars in heaven, it draws forth their hearts to
bless the Lord that ever they came into such a family.

THOMAS BROOKS.
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Doctrinal Definitions
PAUL TUCKER

DlSCOVERING GOD'S WILL

1. THE POSSIBILITY OF KNOWING GOD'S WILL.

Christians of every persuasion are agreed that the fact of
guidance is unquestionable, but though the fact is acknow
ledged the method is not always so clear and plain.

I. Guidance is vital and essential. See Proverbs 20 : 24. We
are believers, we have renewed minds but we are still human,
we are subject to limitations. we do not know all the circum
stances involved in many situations. we could easily make a
false move, we are ignorant of what tomorrow might bring,
and by reason of our partial knowledge and of our ignorance
of the future, guidance is something absolutely essential. Moses
recognised that when he was called upon to lead the people.
Remember Exodus 33 : 13. Turn to Jeremiah 10 : 23; Psalm
25 : 4-5; 27 : 11. Life is a succession of steps, each of which
lies before us in the future all unknown. and if we are to walk
aright during our earthly pilgrimage we certainly do need to
know the will of God.

2. Guidance is available. It is definitely promised to us in
many Scriptures. See Isaiah 30 : 21; 58 : 11. This was spoken
la a repentant people. See Psalm 37 : 23; 32 : 8. (R.V., 'I will
counsel thee with my eye upon thee'). Ephesians 2 : JO. God
has a pathway of service and good works in which we are to
walk. And He promises guidance individually to His children.
Not only is the pathway mapped out for us, but the timing is
so carefully arranged that God makes clear what the next step
is to those who are really in touch with Him.

3. Guidance is personal. God regards us as individuals, and
whereas a church sometimes. as a company of people, needs
10 be guided aright-e.g., in the calling of a pastor or in the
appointment of deacons, or in the arranging of a forward move
in evangelism-it is equally true to say that there is individual
guidance for each member within the church fellowship.
Eleazar is an example of individual guidance. See Genesis
24 : 27. Now here is one man who has prayed for guidance
and experienced it. Then take the case of Gideon. who was
guided personally. Judges 6: 36-40. In the New Testament
we think of Philip in Samaria. Acts 8 : 26, 29. The guidance
was something specific, something personal. If we are really in
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line with the Lord's mind for us, then no detail of our life is
unimportant. And the teaching of the Word of God is that
though it may not always be, and generally is not, spectacular.
yet the Lord does guide His people. personally, individually,
directly, definitely.

11. THE PRINCIPLES OF KNOWING GOD'S WILL.

There are certain principles that we must recognise if we
would be guided aright and not be mis-Ied.

I. Negative Principles. (a) God will never lead us in a way
that is contrary to His Word. In this connection not all guid
anceis from God, because some guidance is not taken from
His Word. You remember how God warned His people that
they were not to seek guidance at the hand of a spiritualist.
See Deuteronomy 18 : 9. God goes on to say that guidance is
to be taken from His prophets and servants and Word (see
verse 19). Note that God does not say that there is nothing in
spiritualism. There is a lot in it and perhaps a medium could
give knowledge of the future, but that kind of guidance is
disastrous and dangerous. See Isaiah 8 : 19-20. Our guidance
is to be taken from the Holy Scripture and not from any source
that is contrary to God's Word. He will never guide a believer
to marry an unbeliever. See 2 Corinthians 6 : 14. He will never
lwide an employee to steal anything from his employer. See
Ephesians 4 : 28. He will never guide a child of His to tell a
lie. even though the telling of that lie may be in the interests of
covering something up for the sake of harmony. See Colas
sians 3 : 9. Anyone who claims to have a certain kind of guid
ance which can be contradicted from the Word of God has not
been guided by the Lord Jesus Christ.

Cb) God's guidance will not violate my conscience, nor my
common sense. nor the recognised proprieties of life. The
child of God who is walking in the light, who is in open fellow
ship with his Lord, has a blood-cleansed conscience, he has a
conscience sensitised by the Holy Spirit, and therefore lhe
Lord is never going to guide that person to do something that
~ives him a lack of peace in the realm of his conscience. Nor
does the Lord violate common sense. ow I know that some
times the Lord may ask a person to do a thing that in the eyes
of the world is madness. I know that the Apostle Paul talks
about being 'fools for Christ's sake'. But when he talks about
bein!! 'fools for Christ's sake' he is speaking of the Gospel we
prea~h. of the kind of lives we live. He is not suggesting that
God asks us to do anything which is eccentric or odd. God
does not contradict a mind that has been renewed and en-
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Ijghtened by the Holy Spirit, nor does His guidance in any way
violate the proprieties of life. Guidance does not rob us of our
responsibilities and of our dignity as men and women. If a
mother has a sick child in the home, she does not need to ask
God for guidance as to the next piece of service she ought to
undertake. She must nurse that child.

(c) Guidance is not usually made know/! in some super
natural, spectacular manner. I have been going through the
New Testament and I find that there are only six or seven
occasions in the Acts of the Apostles where outstanding guid
ance was given to the early believers. See Acts 8 : 26, 29;
10: 3,7. 19; 13 : 2; 16: 9, etc. Generally speaking, the guid
ance was more matter of fact, e.g. at his conversion Paul asked,
'Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?' See Acts 22 : 10. For
him guidance was to take one immediate step that was clear
and then to wait on guard for the next step. When Paul went
out on his second and third missionary journeys he did not
have any spectacular revelation to send him. He went because
he realised that the new believers needed confirming and estab
lishing in their faith, and it was their very need that took him.
When Paul heard of a famine in Jerusalem while he was away
in Greece and Macedonia, he did not have some special reveJa
t ion to take up a collection among the churches. There was a
pressing need and he took up the collection.

2. Positive Principles. (a) Re guides by R is Word. I do not
mean that you just fasten your eyes upon an odd text and then
subjectively apply it to yourself, and say that is guidance. We
need to know the meaning behind the text to be on safe
ground. Therefore when God speaks through His Word.
though there are occasions when a verse might leap out and
strike us, yet generally speaking it is within the context, it is
through a growing conviction as we meditate upon God's
Word that we receive guidance a9 to what we are to do and as
to where we are to go. The Word of God is not to be treated
as a kind of magical box or as a kind of lucky charm. The
Word of God does not only give us promises, it gives us com
mands as well. We must not isolate portions of God's Word.
Let us take the whole Word of God as our guide and not just
those parts that appeal to us. Guidance comes not because you
go to the Bible with a preconceived idea of wanting guidance.
but because you are regularly reading the Word of God. In the
course of meditating upon God's Word. He speaks within the
context of your loyalty to your Bible study.

(b) He guides by circumstances. Our circumstances must
ever be controlled and regulated by the Word of God. You
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cannot take circumstances in themselves as an infallible guide.
Remember how favourable the circumstances were for David
to kill King Saul. 1 Samuel 24 : 6; 26 : 11. The circumstances
were all there. Anyone with a less generous heart than David's
would have said that God had ordered the circumstances, so it
was God's will. But David knew that God had brought Saul
to the throne, and God would bring Saul down in due time
without David becoming a murderer. On the other hand, the
circumstances are sometimes opposed. That is no indication
that you are outside the will of God. Take Paul, who wanted
to go to Asia but was forbidden of the Holy Ghost. Acts 16 : 7.
In Philippi they ran into terrible persecution, and found them
selves within a few days in prison. Now the circumstances were
all against him; had he made a mistake? No! On one occa
sion the Lord Jesus Christ said to His disciples, 'Get into the
boat and go across to the other side of the lake'. They did so,
and as they were crossing there was a terrific storm. They
might well have said that the circumstances were all against
them, that they were out of God's will, but they were not. The
Lord Jesus came walking upon the waves and stilled the storm,
and through those circumstances they had a deeper revelation
of the character and power of Jesus than they would have had
without them. So you cannot depend on circumstances alone.
If we are sure of God's leading through His Word we shall
praise Him if the circumstances are good and trust Him even
if the circumstances appear to be against us.

(c) The inward witness of the Spirit. 'As many as are led by
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.' It seems that God
speaks to us through His Word, He orders the circumstances
as best He deemeth for us, and then He brings us an inward
peace and harmony and assurance that this is the way and we
are (0 walk in it.

(3) Conditions of Guidance. (a) Meekness. Psalm 25 : 9. J
have to have a teachable spirit, a desire to be led because self
will effectively slams the door against knowing God's will.

(b) Willingness. John 7: 17. ' ... he shall know.' This
means that I will make the will of God my main purpose. So
many want to confirm their own will. Compare Numbers
22 : 12. 13 with verses 19-22. Although God said 'Go', it was
not God's direct will that Balaam should go, but God's per
missive will. The great difference between God's direct will
and His permissive will is that His direct will is His will but
His permissive will is our will.

(c) Obedience in the ordinary duties of life. See Proverbs
3 : 6. Think of Moses again. In the common path of duty,
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feeding the flock. Suddenly clear guidance as to the next step
in his earthly life is given him. Exodus 3 : 1, 10. We cannot
expect guidance in any crisis if we are not obedient and loyal
in the everyday things of life. See Proverbs 11 : 3.

(d) The advice of other Christians. See Proverbs 11 : 14.
We should never take our guidance from other people, we
have finally to know God's mind through His Word and
through an inwrought conviction, but it is an act of wisdom
that we should consult older believers, not merely those in the
professional ministry but others in whom we have confidence
to ask what they would do in a similar circumstance. And ask
people who might perhaps disagree with you. In this matter of
guidance, let us be prepared to admit when we make a mistake.
But do not let us blame it on the Lord. If we make a mistake,
do not let us say we felt led and therefore the Lord is really
responsible; if we get in a tangle or mess, let us be honest both
to the Lord and with ourselves, let us admit it and go back to
the Lord and say that we are looking to Him for fuller light
and guidance in the coming days.

News may come that Truth is sick, but never that it is dead.
WM. GURNALL.

He hath got but little of Christ that fears to get too much.
THOS. TAYLOR.

Let dissolution come when it will, it can do the Christian no
harm, for it will be but a passage out of a prison into a palace;
out of a sea of troubles into a haven of rest; out of a crowd of
enemies to an innumerable company of true, loving and faith
ful friends; out of shame, reproach and contempt into exceed
ing great and eternal glory.-JoHN BUNYAN.

The s(JUl that lives ascends frequently and runs familiarly
through the streets of the heavenly Jerusalem, visiting the
patriarchs and prophets, saluting the apostles and admiring the
army of martyrs. So do thou lead on thy heart and bring it to
the palace of the great King.-RICHARD BAXTER.
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Book Reviews
George Whitefield and the Great Evangelical Awakening.

Anthony Beaurepaire. Protestant Truth Society. 40p 100
pp. (pbk.)

In the introduction to this book we are told that it is
intended only as a brief, general account of Whitefield's life
and the revival and that it makes no claim to scholarship.
l3earing this in mind, there is little that one can say, since the
book does not, in fact, rise above the author's own mode t
assessment.

1n brief chapters, illustrated throughout by the author him
self, the story of Whitefield is simply told. One does succeed in
getting an overall idea of the man and his work, and therein
lies the value of the book. The punctuation is often at fault,
especially where the author has the unhappy knack of joining
together two sentences by means of a comma. It is evident that
there was no proof reading whatever, since the book abound
in mistakes. On page after page there are spelling error.
typographical blunders and mistakes so obvious as to com
pletely unsettle the reader. For example, Law's book, 'A
Devout and Holy Life' becomes 'Devout and Holy Law' (p. 12).
and what is perhaps inexcusable, the subject of the book is
called Whitehead on page 30!

To be really acceptable, this book will have to be purged of
its many imperfections. They are too numerous to be ignored
should a second edition ever be contemplated.

ROBERT ROnGERS.

William Tiptaft. By J. C. Philpot. 152 pp. £1.35.
Bible Miracles. By S. F. Paul. 69pp. 75p.

Gospel Standard Baptist Trust Ltd. Obtainable from Mr.
O. G. Pearce, 15a Park Avenue South, Harpenden, Herts..
England.

The Memoir of Tiptaft is the only biography written by
J. C. Philpot and his close association with him over many
years qualified him to write the book.

Tiptaft emerges as a most engaging personality, generous to
a fault and ready to follow the Master whatever that might
entail. His secession from the Established Church and ubse-
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quent self-denial in the cause of God and Truth make really
good reading.

A selection of his letters and his well-known sermon on
Malthew 1 : 21 are included, together with eight illustrations.
1t is a pity that the printers have inadvertently printed the
heading of chapter 17 over the succeeding pages as well so that
'His Blessed Death' appears over each page of the sermon.

The book is nicely bound in stiff covers and is well worth
having.

'Bible Miracles' is another volume in a series by S. F. Paul.
Here the author deals in a simple and straightforward style
with some of the miracles recorded in Genesis and Exodus.
The book is designed, of course, for the young, the various
chapters having been written originally for 'The Friendly
Companion'. Several very good illustrations are included to
make this a fairly attractive little book. ROBERT ROWERS.

The Death of Christ. By Norman F. Douty. Reiner. 120 pp.
Price £1.50.

'Did Christ die for the elect only?' This is a question which.
for centuries, has been at the centre of discussion among those
claiming to hold the Reformed Faith, and in this book Norman
F. Douty gives his answer to it.

For those not familiar with the two main viewpoints it may
be beneficial to state briefly the difference between General and
Particular Redemption. The Westminster Confession gives
clear expression to the doctrine of Particular Redemption in
the statement, 'Wherefore they who are elected being fallen in
Adam are redeemed in Christ, are effectually called unto faith
in Christ by His Spirit working in due season; are justified.
adopted, sanctified, and kept by His power through faith unto
salvation. Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, effectually
called, justified, adopted, sanctified and saved but the elect
only.' The doctrine of General Redemption states that Christ
died for all men alike; that He offered Himself a sacrifice for
the entire human race without distinction or exception. It is as
a 'General Redemption man' that Mr. Douty writes.

He considers a number of doctrinal themes and then pro
ceeds to deal with various passages of Scripture relating to the
subject. Some further questions are dealt with rather briefly
and a list is included of over sixty of the 'Church's leading
teachers' who have advocated General Redemption. This, in
brief, is the substance of the book.
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The author acknowledges that many outstanding theologians
have held the doctrine of Particular Redemption and states
that such men should not be disparaged, but it is evident that
in some cases he has broken this rule, particularly when deal
ing with that celebrated theologian of the Puritan era, John
Owen. His answer to Owen's great statement, 'The Death of
Death', is weak and inadequate and only serves as a further
confirmation of the doctrine to which he is opposed.

It must be pointed out that Mr. Douty's treatment of the
terms 'all' and 'world' as used in Scripture does not deal with
the full weight of evidence put forward by those who hold
Particular Redemption. There are many texts which he fails to
consider but two will suffice. The goddess Diana was said to
have been worshipped by 'all Asia and the world' (Acts
19 : 27). Are we to believe that every individual without excep
tion worshipped Diana? Jesus said, 'And I, if I be lifted up
from the earth, will draw all men unto me' (John 12: 32). Are
we to believe that He meant every individual without excep
tion when history clearly shows that this has not been so?
These and many other passages must be faced before con
cluding that the doctrine of Particular Redemption is to he
rejected as false and contrary to Scripture.

Finally, in answering the charge that the doctrine of General
Redemption is essentially Amyraldian the author states that
Amyraut was a Calvinist, but this is questionable, as the
French theologian placed the decree of redemption before the
decree of election.

The reviewer is of the opinion that Mr. Douty does not
answer satisfactorily the question, 'Did Christ die for the elect
only?' K. S. "HAIRD.


