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THE NIGHTS OF THE BIBLE.
No.

n.

in the last we considered the separating mercy, the revealing
mercy, and the wrestling mercy, in connexion with some of the eventful nights mentioned in the Scriptmes. We come now, as the Lord
the Spirit may enable us, to contemplate another-and no less eventful-scene in reference to one of the most solemn nights spoken of in
the whole book of God. It is scarcely possible to conceive of anything more solemn than the events connected with t~e night of which
we are about to speak. Ages before, God had made a promise to
Abraham, saying, "Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they
shall affiict them four hundred years; and also that nation, whom
they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out
with great substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace;
thou shalt be bmied in a good old age " (Gen. xv. 13-15). Now, it
is sweet for the dear children of God to consider this promise made to
Abraham, because it is calculated to cheer and encomage their own
minds under existing circumstances, when the judgments of God are
so strikingly abroad in the earth, but whilst, at the same time, there
is so little recognition of His hand, and the whole of Christendom
seems in so great a state of confusion. Looking at things in the
abstract, and apart from the inscrutable ways and covenant engagements of J ehovah, it would seem as though Satan and the children of
this world were having everything their own way, and as though it
were not true that" verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth."
Under these circumstances, therefore, it is the more grateful and
encomaging to consider the interval that existed between the promise
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made in Abraham's day, and its performance in Moses' day. Such
consideration is fraught with the richest consolation, upon the ground
that we have to do with the self-same God in our time as they had in
theirs. Moreover, He could not have taken a deeper interest in His
people then than now; nor had He more at stake then than now.
Nay, if in such matters contrasts may'be drawn, speaking after the
manner of men, events are more critical now than of old, because of
necessity we have arrived nearer the termination-the grand consummation of all things: and men are additionally anxious towards the
completion of any great work or enterprise. Upon these grounds,
Satan, "knowing that his time is short," is come forth with the
greater wrath and increased zeal and diligence, to secure his 0"11
guilty ends, and, if possible, to defeat the wise, great, and loving
purposes of J ehoyah.
,
With these facts 15efore us, it is gratenu and satisfactory to the last
degree to remember, that however apparently critical the oft-position
of the patriarch, and the oppressed-yea, all-but-completely-crushed
-condition of God's ancient people in Egypt, and lmder the tyTannizing hand of Pharaoh and his cruel taskmasters, yet nothing had
arisen, nor could arise, to frllStrate the cOYeuant designs of God.
However doubtful, to the mere human spectator, the aspect of things
in regard to Israel, all was nevertheless, only by little and little
opening out and developing the wise and gracious, though inscrutable,
dealings of Him who "worketh all things after the cOlmsel of His
own will;" who" ruleth in heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth;" whose hand no man can stay, "nor say, ,Vhat doest Thou?"
Timid and trembling reader, whom we will presume to have the
fear of God in thy heart, and who art, it may be, oppressed and
dismayed at those things which are coming upon the earth, we wouM
say to thee, that there is no real grolmd for fear or apprehension upon
thy part as to Jhine own personal safety, or the secmity or the wellbeing of Zion. "Om God whom we ser,e is able-yea; and He will
deliver"-now, as'of old. It may be that dark and (headful times
are at hand. We have reason to believe that such is the case. There
is but little doubt that a severe sifting-time is approaching-yea, at
our very doors. The year that has opened with so much to>olemnize,
we believe will become increasingly momentous in i s clisclosures and
developments. "Men's hearts," it is more than probable, will increasingly " fail for fear at those things which al'e coming upon the
earth;" still the word of the Lord remains unchanged and unchangeable: "j1fy people shall never be ashamed." Distinctly has the Lord
said, for om encouragement, "When these things begin to come to
pass, lift up your heads, for yom redemption draweth nigh." However God's dear people may fear, as far as their poor dark and
benighted fellow-creatures are concerned, as they contemplate God's
righteous judgments approaching; and however God's ministers may
weep between the porch and the altar, on account of the abominations
that are done in the land; still both the one and the other-that is,
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God's own sent servants and His own dear people-have abundant
reason on their own account to be glad and rejoice. . And why?
Because" their redemption draweth nigh." Seeing that" their lives
are hid with Ohrist in God," of how little moment is it with them
when and where and how they shall pass away. If martyrs could
rejoice-as indeed they did rejoice-at the stake; if others of the
Lord's own dear servants were the subjects of disappointment because
they were not honoured with the privilege of martyrdom; how little
does it behove the Lord's children now to be over-anxious as to what
special means or particular instrumentality their God and Father may
employ for the calling them home to His own everlasting embracetheir Father's home, and their Father's heart, and their Father's arms
for ever! It is enough for them to remember that a precious Ohrist,
who has gone through the dark valley before them, has pledged
Himself that He will stand by-that His grace shall be sufficientthat He will never leave nor forsake them-yea, that" where He is,
there they shall be for ever."
But, keeping in view, as we have said, the interval between the
promise made to Abraham and its fulfilment in the time of Moses-and
correspondingly certain that all J ehovah has engaged to do He will
do, let men or devils oppose to what extent they may-we come now
to consider the special instances under which the Lord fulfilled His
promised deliverance in regard to Israel. This is that delivering
mel'CY in connexion with one of the eventful nights of the Bible, of
which we have now to speak.
Moses had been raised up, and that, too, in one of those striking
and remarkable ways in which the Lord is wont to act, when He is
raising up and preparing for a special service anyone of His servants.
The peculiar times and circumstances under which Moses was born, as
well as his subsequent preservation, teaching, and discipline, all
bespeak, in no ordinary manner and degree, the wisdom, and mercy,
and lovingkindness of Him who is " wonderful in counsel and excellent in working." The seeming contingency and apparent accident
and casualty only beautifully and blessedly show forth the power and
handiwork of our God, and the better prepare and qualify Moses for
testifying from his own personal experience of what is J ehovah's fore.
sight, mercy, and omnipotency.
Plague after plague had been visited upon Egypt, and, as God had
foreshown, the heart of Pharaoh was being hardened thereby. Let us
ever remember, that what does not soften, only increases and intensifies
the natural hardness and antagonism of the human heart. The
Lord now prefaces what He is about to do by testifying to Moses and
Aaron: "This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it
shall be the first month of the year to you;" as much as to :say,
" Now what I am about to do shall, for majesty and importance, outvie and eclipse all my past dealings. It shall, therefore, be the commencement. of a new era; it shall be the beginning, as it were, of a
new life. You shall date your deliverance from this time; your
le
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merCles shall now be multiplied, and you shall have an experience
and an enjoyment that shall astound you, and shall be handed down
to future generations in commemoration of my goodness, and faithfulness, and power."
Moses was then commanded to tell the children of Israel to "take
a lamb without blemish, a male of the first year, and to kill it, and to
take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts, and on the
upper door post, of the houses wherein they shall eat it; and they
shall eat the. flesh irl that night, roast with fire; and with bitter
herbs they shall eat it" (Exod. xii. 5, 7, 8).
Mark, reader, Gospel provision is that which is connected with
bitterness in the flesh. Every true spiritual blessing-every particle
of heavenly manna-comes to us, and is made use of' by us, in a way
that is adverse and mortifYing to our poor fleshly hearts. It is in its own
intrinsic nature just what-the Lord Himself spoke of to His disciples,
in regard to His dealings with the woman of Samaria, "I have meat
to eat that ye know not of." So it is, beloved; such you have experienced to be the fact, if taught of God, in regard to spiritual light,
comfort, and blessedness. It has always preceded, or been accompanied by, trial and adversity. These have constituted the" bitter
herbs" which have helped you to relish the Paschal Lamb. And
permit us again ·to say, in reference to the times into which we are
passing-yea, which have already come-that we believe those whose
eyes have been opened to antioipate -and prepare for their approach,
if not called away and taken hence to their Father's house above,
will be especially and peculiarly sustained and comforted. They will be
nourished, and consoled, and blessed in a manner and to a degree
that shall, in a most marked and merciful way, bespeak the allsufficiency and divine faithfulness of their God. The triumph of the
wicked will be but short, and a special and peculiar outpouring of
the Spirit will, we believe; follow that triumph, according to the
testimony in Rev. xii. 11.
But again, as to the partaking of the passover lamb, "e rea.d that
the Israelites were to " let nothing of it remain until the morning; "
but, if any did remain, it was to be "burnt with fire." l[oreowT,
they were commanded thus to eat of it, "With your loins girded,
your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall
eat it in haste, it is the Lord's pasEo,er."
Oh, reader, what can more plainly express the spirit and manner
in which Gospel provision....:....the precious Paschal Lamb-is to be
partaken? How clearly is the pilgrimage state-the upward and
onward condition of the true spiritual Israelites-here set forth!
There was to be no loitering nor lingering, much less the settling on
the lees-the sitting down at ease and in quiet. How hapless "ould
have been the consequences to any literal Israelite had he done so !
" Not a hoof was to be left behind." Had there been such an one,
most fatal would have been the result, as far as that one "as conc.erned. And so the Lord, both by His providence and the precepts
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and examples in His word, says to His people, "Arise ye, and
depart; for this is not your rest: because it is polluted, it shall
destroy you, even with a sore destruction" (Micah ii. 10). What
was the result of the lingering, in the" looking back," to Lot's wife
but destruction? and such must eventually be the consequence to
any who are found finally lusting and longing after this poor, sinful,
and corrupt world. The Lord says most distinctly and. emphatically,
" Oome out, and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing."
In regai'd to Israel literally, the Lord added, as a reason for the
direction and injunction He had given, "For I will pass through the
land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land
of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I
'will execute judgment: I am the Lord. And the blood shall be to
you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the
blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to
destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt" (Exod. xii. 12-14).
Observe, reader, "the blood was to be a token." Oh, be it ours to
pass for a moment from the less to the greater-to substitute the
substance for the shadow! What was the blood to represent .and
prefigure but the precious blood of the antitypical Paschal Lamb,
slain from the foundation of the world, as sprinkled upon the hearts
and consciences of His dear people, that precious blood which-and
which alone-" cleanseth from all sin?" How blessedly does the
apostle testify of this blood in the 9th chapter of his epistle to the
Hebrews; "For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of
an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the
flesh: how much more shall the blood of Ohrist, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?" (Heb. ix. 13,
14); and again, "But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance
again made of sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood
of bulls and of goats should take away sins. Wherefore when He
cometh into the world, He saith, Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest
not, but a body hast Thou prepared me: in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in
the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do Thy will, 0 God.
Above when He said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and
offering for sin Thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein;
which are offered by the law; then said He, Lo, I come to do Thy
will, 0 God. He taketh away the first, that He may establish the
'<>I?C\)"Th~. "By tb.1? "WIl1.CIl "W1.)l "WI? aTIj Ba"ThctID.ljll tb.TOU.gb. tb.1j O\1ljTIDg \)-l
the body of Jesus Ohrist once for all. And every priest stand~th
daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, whlCh
can never take away sins: but this Man, after He had offered one
sa.erifiee for sillS for ever, saC dOWIl Oil tae rigM; aalld of Gad; team

henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His footstool. ~or b7,
one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified
(Heb. x. 3'-14).
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Reader, have you known anything of the sprinkling of this blqod
upon your heart and yatM'" conscience? Be assured that it is this, and
only this, that leads to the experience and enjoyment of that" peace
which passeth all understanding, and which keeps the heart and
mind by Christ Jesus."
Observe, again, how special and defined were the directions given, at
the hand of Moses, to Israel. They were to "take the blood, and
strike it on the two side posts, and on the upper door post of the
houses "-not- on the door itself; as if to intimate that that being, by
some possibility or oversight, open, the blood might not be seen; but
the lintel and the two side posts being stationary, the blood was the
les8 likely to be overlooked.
But do observe, dear reader, that whilst, in connexion with the
preparation of the lamb and the sprinkling of the blood, the caution
was so emphatically given, "and none of you shall go out at the door
of his house until the morning;" it was added, "for the Lord will
pass through to smite the Egyptians;" then was given the sweet and
blessed assurance, " and when He seeth the blood upon the lintel, and
on the two side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not
suffer the destroying angel to come into your houses to destroy you."
Oh, beloved, how lIDspeakably full of consolation is this statement!
If, however gloomy the night, and agonizing the yi.sitation, as far as
the Egyptians were concerned, Israel was, nevertheless, safe; and so,
come what may upon the earth, as only the foretaste and introduction
to all the dread realities of death, judgment, and eternity, every bloodbesprinkled soul is as safe and as eternally secure as J ehovah can
render him. His Judge is his Friend. The great Avenger of His
own righteous character, as well as the Defender of His people, is his
Kinsman, his Redeemer, his eternal All! Hence, what have such bloodwashed ones to fear? Was there, think you, terror 01; dismay upon
the part of the Israelites on that eventful night? Nay, certainly not,
the more especially as far as the BELIEYlKG Hebrews were concerned.
They knew that what they were engaged in was in precise accordance
with the express and explicit directions given them. They saw in
that smitten victim, and in that blood-sprinkled lintel and those door
posts, the token of their safety and deliverance; moreowr, in their
eating of the slain lamb, although it was with bitter herbs tbey partook of it, and that, too, whilst accoutred for their march, they had in
the same sweet and blessed intimation, not only for atonement for
sin and to insure release from destruction, but jJ1'o1:/sio'l1 also on pilgrimage. It was the Lord J ehovah, in effect, saying, I have not only
passed by you, pardoned you, freed you from my wrath and indignation, but I have provided for you likewise. Here, in this Lamb
slain, is my token and pledge. You shall not only be succoured, but
supplied. And was it not so, beloyed? Did they not, throug-h all
the chequered route of the wilderness, "drink of that spiritual Rock
that followed them, and that Rock was Christ? "
Bedminster, Bristol, Feb. 9, 1866.
THE EDITOR.

,
'\

\
March 1,1866.J

THE GOSPEL :MAGAZINE.

i19

WAYSIDE NOTES.
FIGHTING WORK TO THE END.

" Brethren, those who come to bliss,
Come through sore temptations."
" Now there was long 'tcar between the house of Saul ctnd the house of navid: but
ncwid waxed stronger and stronger, and the house of Sa~tl weaker ani/,
weaker."-2 SAM. iii. 1.

IT is impos;ible for the Ohristian to think of David's troubles, trials, and
temptations, without thanking God for them; for, had his life been one of
all calms, we should have had no Psalms; had there been no sighing, we
should have had no singing; had there been no fighting, we should have
had no harping anthems of praise to his gI'eat Deliverer-but as it is, we
find the Book of Psalms to be the book of our own life's history, and the
breathings of David to be the languag'e of our own experience. Now, the·
history of Saul and David, so familiar to Bible readers, "We believe exhibits
the preservation of the Church of God amidst all the vicissitudes of life j
and the many signal instances of divine mercy towards His servant David
set forth that mercy and grace which will be extended to all His spiritual
seed to the end of time; while the judgments which fell upon Saul pourtray
the judgments which shall be inflicted upon all the enemies of God who
oppose His truth and His people. And that this is no fanciful imagination
of the brain, note the remarkable words of Scripture, "The Lord telleth
thee that when the days be fulfilled and thou [David] shalt sleep with thy
fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee." Yes, Lord, and what wilt
Thou do -with them? "I will establish His kingdom," that is, the kingdom
of the spi.J:itual David, Jesus. "He shall build an house for my name,
and I will establish the throne 'of His kingdom for ever. My mercy shall
not depart away from Him." And what is David's response to this
declaration? "Thou art great, 0 Lord, Thou hast confirmed to Thyself
Thy people Israel to be a people unto Thee for ever: and Thou, Lord, art
become their God" (2 Sam. vii. 24). This, then, is sufficient, beloved, for us
to dive deeper than the bare history of Saul and David, interesting as the
narrative may be, and take the spiritual view we have noted in the foregoing remarks. Look then, beloved, at the passage, "Now there was
long war between the house of Saul and the house of David: but David
waxed stronger and sb.'onger, and the house of Saul waxed weaker and
weaker." Here we have,
I. The Italy w(Vr. "Now there was long war."
H. The hot combatants. " Between the house of Saul and -the house of
David."
HI. The happy result. " Da,id waxed stronger and stronger, but Saul
waxed "Weaker and weaker."
I. THE HOLY WAR.

"

~Now

there was long war."

How indolent om soldiers are in times of peace! they may have thei.r
daily drill and duties, but how much of their time is spent in lolling about
and doing nothing. But in time of war there can be no indolence j then
everyone must be in his place, and hold himself in readiness for action.
So, beloved, in spiritual things, one of the worst things that can happen
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to the Christian is a season of subtle peace, when the spirit of indifference
'and indolence creeps Qver him. Hence the Lord has wisely ordererl it
that the children of God and the sons of Satan must ever be in mortal
combat, for faith would get very dull without a good deal of the friction
of conflict. Thus the combat must be "a long war." It will last the
Christian's lifetime. As long as the flesh lasts the war will last. As long
as he is in the world the fight must be continued. As long as the devil is
active the warfare must go on. He Will. have to dispute with Satan every
inch of the ground. There never will be a time this side of the grave,
when he can safely cast aside his armour and lay down his sword; if he
attempts to put off only one piece thereof, Satan will take advantage of
that weak moment and sorely try him. Beloved, don't be fainthearted at
the thought that it must be " a long' war." There is a blessing in the
fact, " for a great deal of rust requires a rough file ; " and of the afflictions
we have to pass through, there is not one too many. Depend upon it,
without conflict we should soon get into the spirit of worldly independence
and fleshly pride. Spiritual warfare will keep us dependent upon our
God for our rations, our armour, and our strength.
Oh, to maintain the battle
With soldier-like behaviour,
To keep the field,
And never yield,
But firmly eye the Saviour! "
And then think, beloved; of
H

n.

THE HOT COMBATANTS.

"Now there was long war between the hou8e of Saul and tlte hou8e of Da'//id."
Note first, That the actions of the house of Saul are but the development
of the opposition of the world, the flesh, and the devil to the servants of
God. Trace it in the actions of Saul. There was
(1.) Profe88ed attachment.-" And David came to Saul and stood before
him: and he loved him greatly, and he became his armourbearer. And
Saul sent to J esse, saying, Let Da,id, I pray thee, stand before me, for
he hath found favour in my sight" (1 Sam. xvi. 21, 22). All this seemed
genuine enough; but, alas! "orldly friendship is not to be depended upon,
it is hollow and selfish at heart. In prosperity it courts, but in ad,ersity
it cuts. It seeks your society "hen it needs you, and shuDs companionship when you are no longer of any use to it. It gives the "iraI'm hand
for expediency sake, and the cold shoulder when it suits its purpose.
Saul might manifest attachment to David, but how soon did he pro,e
it was mere profession! But Saul did more than this, he obtained for
David
(IT.) Worldly applau8e.-" And Saul .set him over the men of "iraI', and
he was' accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of
Saul's servants" (1 Sam. xviii. 5). To be "accepted in the Beloved" is a
precious thing, but to be "accepted of all the people" is a vain glory;
for the people of the world will pat you on the back one day, and tread
you under foot the next. See how this was the case in the instance before
us. Soon, indeed, does the professed attachment and worldly applause
come to nothing; for notice
(ITL) Saul'8Jealou8y.-He had set David over the men of "iraI', "but it
came to pass as they came from the slaughter of the Philistines, that the
women came out of the cities of Israel with rejoicing, and exclaimed,
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Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. And Saul
was very wroth, and he eyeft David from that day forward." This was'
the commencement of "the long war" which raged between Saul and
David. Jealousy was at the bottom of it-j and the bitter conduct of Sau!
was indeed an exemplification of the Proverb, "Jealously is cruel as the
grave: the coals ·thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement
flame." It had indeed in Saul's case, for notice, beloved, it developed
itself in
(IV.) Fury.-Saul was so envious of David that as he played with his
hand, as at other times, Saul cast a javelin at him, for he said, "I will
smite David, even unto the wall." ,Vho, that has laboured among the
ungodly, has not known many a man who would hurl'a javelin at him if
he were not afraid of the consequences to his own body? and this simply
for telling the tl'uth or preaching the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ;
and in the higher walks of life the habits of society restrain, or there is
many a man that is perfectly furious in spirit against the children of
God, and hate them for their religion with an intense hatred. Hence our
beloved Lord so truthfully told his disciples, "If ye were of the world, the
world would love his own; but because ye are not of the world: but I
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you" (John
xv. 19). And,this hatred to the Lord's people will often take the form of
(V.) lJeceit.-If furious opposition will not do, then the world will try
to work deceitfully. When Saul saw that David behaved himself very
wisely, he was afraid of him; and he offers his daughter for a snare,
" Behold my elder daughter Mm'ab, her will I give to thee to wife, only
be thou valiant for me, and fight the Lord's battles." And he acknowledged to others, "I"Irill give him her that she may be a snare to him,
and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him." Here was
the real spirit of the world. Oh, if a man is true to the principles he
professes-is true to the Lord Jesus Christ, whom he serves, so that the
world finds it useless to oppose him on that score, then it will try to ensnare
him, especially laying a bait that touches the infirmity of the flesh. Well
may the apostle Paul say, "The wicked are full of deceit," and speak of
them as "filled with all unrighteousness and malignity." Oh, Christian,
you will need the whole "armour of God" to withstand the wiles of the
world, the flesh, and the devil; for
" Ten thousand baits the foe prepares,
.
To catch the wandering heart;
And seldom do we see the. snare,
Before we feel the smart."
So that, beloved, we shaiJ. find the world assuming the position of
determined hostility to the children of God, just as Saul did from that
time to the close of his career against David, the anointed of the Lord.
At first sight, this may seem to be a dreadful state of things; but, beloved,
it is not so, for mark, the long war drives the Christian to the throne,
strengthens his faith, keeps his armour bright, makes him dependent upo:n
his God, prevents him from sleeping in the arbour of carnal security, and
meetens him to wear the conqueror's crown.
And now, having seen, beloved, that the spirit of a Saul-like world will
develope itself against the soldier of the cross in a professed attachment to
suit its purpose, in applause completely hollow and worthless, in jealousy
bitter as death, in fury of spirit, and in deceitful conduct, let us turn to
note, secondly,
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l'hat the oonduct of the house of ])a'v£d was the development of the Spirit
of God's graoe under tr£al.-Now we are not going to make out David as a
perfect being, and hold him up as a hero-we have a horror of the glowing
biographies one meets with of so-called" self-made men." We never met
with one of these persons yet. David was obliged to say, aJ;ld so are you
and -', beloved, whatever our l)osition in life n1ay be," By the grace of
God I am what I am." And this fact is remarkably brought out in
(1.) The secret of the difference between the house of Saul and the
house of David. That secret was the divine sovereignty of God. Note the
words, "Anti the Lord said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mOldn- for
Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel. Fill thine
horn with oil, and go; I will send thee to J esse, the Bethlehemite, for I
have provided me a king among his sons: and the sons of J esse passed
before Samuel." And in human judgment he sadly ened concerning which
was the chosen one, so that the Lord rebuked him, saying', "Look not on
the countenance or on the height of his stature, for the Lord seeth not as
man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord
looketh on the heart." This made Samuel say to Jesse, "Are here all
thy children? And he said, There ?"emaineth yet the youngest, and, beholcl,
he keepeth the sheep." Ah, beloved, this was the very one, the chosen of
the Lord. N ever mind what his occupation is, God can mould him and
fit hini as He pleases. "Send and fetch him." .-\.nd so "hen he "as
brought, "the Lord said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he." (Do read,
beloved, that precious 1 Sam. xvi.). Ah, hO"jVever much proud man may
rebel against the divine sovereignty of God, it is the foundation of all.
A religion is not worth having without it; and sure I am if you are a
child of G:od, reader, you will ascribe your salvation and knowledge of
divine things to that divine sovereignty that said of thee as well as of
David," Arise, anoint him: for this ishe;" as dear Joseph Irons would sing,
"Jacob, by grace, He saved,
Nor gives a reason why;
But Esau's heart He left depraved,
And who shall dare reply?
My soul shall still adore
My God in all His ways,
His sovereignty I can't explore,
~ut I will trust His grace."
This then, beloved, is the starting point in the history of David, nz.,
the divine sovereignty of God. Now see how, through the grace of God,
his character is developed. Notice
(H.) His love to hndred spirits. ' Oh, it is precious to ha,e some boon
companions as we traverse onwards across this' often cheerless wilderness.
David must have felt this when in communion with J onathan, "hose soul
was knit with his, and who" loved him as his o"n soul." So, too, must
he have felt the counsel of Samuel to be very ,aluable "hen escaping from
the hand of Saul; he came to Samuel at Ramah, "and told him all that
Saul had done to him." Such fellowship must have been as bright gleams
of sunshine on his-cloudy pathway. And, beloved, to feel that "e li,e in
the hearts of many of the Lord's dear people scattered about, is often a
source of inward joy; indeed, no earthly happiness can afford anythilig
like the satisfaction of realizing the oneness of God's spiritual family, both
with those in heaven and those on earth.
And then another marked feature in David's character "as
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(Ill.) His merciful spit'it,. and herein he was an eminent type of the
Lord Jesus Clll'ist. Row many times had he the opportunity of slaying
Saul, and yet he spared him! as, for instance, in the cave of Engedi,
when David actually cut off the skirt of Saul's robe privily, and yet
touched not his person, as he told him, "Some bade me kill thee, but
mine eye spared thee." Ah, this is just like the Lord Jesus Christ, who,
when we, dear reader, wel'e waging war against Him, in love spared us
from the destruction we richly deserved. The conduct, then, of David in
these points, and many others that might be named, showed the development of the grace of God in His servant under trial. And now look,
beloved, at
Ill. THE HAPPY RESULT.
" But lJavid waxed stronger and stronge1', but the house of Saul waxed weaker
and weaker."
At the death of Saul, David's troubles were not ended. No, beloved,
the long war was not merely with Saul personally, but with the HOUSE OF
SAUL. So that when Sanl had madly destroyed himself, others rose up to
oppose the servant of God. Ah, beloved, when some Saul is removed, we
are apt to think, "Now, at all events, we shall get some ease," and we begin
to lay down our weapons, and to exclaim, "Our lines have fallen to us in
pleasant places, we have a goodly heritage." But soon are we obliged
to alter our peace notes to a war song, and exclaim, "0 Lord, I am
oppressed, undertake for me." But here is the mercy with it all, though
it must be fighting work to the end, "David waxed stronger and stronger,
and the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker;" for
" Saints who feel the load of sin
Yet CODle off victorious."
Now it does not mean that the old Adam nature waxed stronger and
stronger, or got better and better. He who advocates such an error as
this knows but little of his own vile heart. David did not find it grew
better when, after knowing the Lord for many a long year, he had that
fearful fall that brought him into so much soul-trouble. Hezekiah did
not find the old nature get better when, after all the goodness of God
vouchsafed to him, at the close of his life, "he waxed proud, and his heart
was lifted up." Jeremiah did not find his heart grow better when, after
prophesying in the· name of the Lord, because of tribulation and opposition, he said, "0 Lord, Thou hast deceived me, and I am deceived."
Peter did not find his heart grow stronger when, after all his profession of
love to Jesus, he was the fu'st to deny Him. And the apostle Paul did
not find any improvement in the old Adam nature when he cried out, "0
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this
death? " And, beloved, you that have known the Lord ten, twenty, or
more years, do you find your heart grow better and yourself stronger to
resist the tempter? Oh, no; you and I must subscribe to the ninth
article of the Church of England, wherein she truthfully states, "T1Iis
itifection of nature dotlt remain, yea, t'n them that are regenerate." Yes, the
serpent is within still, with all its poison and venom. The mercy is, that
the Captain of our salvation has His foot upon its head, so that while its
writhings torment, it is kept under by our all-prevailing Jesus. What,
then, is meant, by the house of David waxing stronger and stronger?
vVe take it to represent the kingdom of Christ; which shall increase more
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and more; and as that kingdom is within the heart of the believer, so
shall it get stronger and stronger, while the kingdom of Satan shall get
weaker and weaker. So that, dear tl'ied and tempted brother in the
Lord,
"Here, here's our point of rest,
Though hard the battle seem;
Our Captain stood the fiery test,
And we shall stand through Him."
W arlare, then, beloved, there must be, and that to the end. The
opposition will not be with the professor of religion, indeed, we might
almost say the world itself has become religious in these days; no, the
opposition will be to those who hold and advocate the doctrines of grace,
who lay man low in the du~t and exalt a precious Ohrist. We often
tremble for a young minister who comes out boldly with the huth, and
think, Woe be to you, as far as the world is concerned; you are raising
an army of hot opposers. Yet go on, brother, the conflict will bring to
the crown-huth must hiumph in the end. Fight on, my brother, and
faint not. We meet with plenty of lean Ohristians, but few lively ones j
plenty who want to mix what God has separated, but few who stand
out boldly on Ohrist's side; plenty of militia-men in God's service who
may have had a twenty-eight days' drill, but who have never been drafted
into the regular army; plenty of volunteers, but fe" champions of the
truth j plenty of politic people, who "ant to make the best of both "orlds,
but few who are really waging war with the world, the flesh, and the
devil. My God, may reader and writer be men of decision, fighting the
good fight of faith, and gaining the conqueror's crown! ,Ve have nothing
to fear, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, and He is on our side.
Oh, Thou Holy One,
" Keep us by Thy mighty power,
'Mid the battle and the strife;
Till the last decisive hour
Ends in everlasting life."
If the Lord will, in our next notes, beloved, "e "ill dwell upon the
glory in store for the soldier of the C1'088 , Remaining your comrade in the
battle against sin and Satan, mightily helped by grace of God,
Bury St. Edmunds.
G. O.
MEDITATION Ill.
By A. TRIGGS.
IN meditations sweet my soul would sit,
And contemplations dear of Thee, 0 ChristMy holy, blessed Lord, the faithful God;
Nor let me be unthankfhl, since Thou hast'
Made known unto my soul Thy love and truth,
That in imaginations 'lain, my heart
May never sink in foolishness, to change
Thy glory like unto corrupted man.
But let me live for Thee, my gracious God,
And worship Thee in spirit and in truth;
My glorious God! the Eternal Three in One!
.. This verse is u'om one of Mrs, Moen's precious little leaflets. The Lord' s peopHl
should always have some of them at hand. Her address is 47, Bath Row, Birmingham.
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The sun, great source of light to this our world,
It had its origin and light from Thee;
Who art the fountain of all light and life.
For all by Thee was made and filled with light,
And ordered when and where to move by Thee;
So, then, its brightness, light, and heat do prove
Thy power eternal, and Thy glory speak.
Nor less the moon and stars, those orbs that shine
Not so refulgent in their rays of light;
Yet they unite in one, and thus proclaIm
Thy glory, wisdom, majesty, and power,
And Thou didst make and marshal everyone'.
Thus, then, Thy mighty power is full display'd,
Though hang'd on nothing, yet by Thee upheld,.
And an in order move, guided by Thee.
To accomplish 'rhy own vast designs,
According to Thy purpose and Thy will.
O~, blest indulgence, at Thy feet to sit,
To contemplate Thy glory and Thy love r
Help me, 0 Lord, thus to pursue the theme',
In all the burstings forth of Thy rich grace,
And wisdom, too, that shines in all Thy works~
That all my thoughts may centre in Thee, LordMy Lord and God, and Thy creating power,
That I may live only for Thee, my life,
And know Thy way, and walk in peace with Thee.
Lord, what is man P ah, what is man indeeu !
By Thee created, of the dust of earth:
Thy workmanship, so noble and so fair,
In Thine own image Thou createdst himNot express image of the Alehim,
But of Thyself a figure, he was made,
Of Thee, Incarnate God-Thou God and Man;
Great mystery of Godliness Thou art,
God manifest in flesh--'--Emmanuel!
Adam of earth was earthy, not so Thou :; .
The second Man, the Lord from Heaven, Thou art;
Thy image in the man did meet and shine,
For he was holy, but by Thee create,
Thou incarnate, self.existing God.
He wisdom did display, in giving names
To beasts, and creeping things, and feathered tribe,
But even that was given to him by Thee,
Who wisdom art Thyself-wisdom of GodSet up the Church's Head on Zion's hill,
Before time drew its breath, or man was made:
The eternal King Thou art, eternal God!
Man is a creature finite of the dust,
And mutable in all his works and ways,
Into his nostrils Thou didst breathe his life,
But Thou art'life eternal in Thyself,
And all created things do set Thee forth
The Infinite, the great I AM, the self·
Existing Lord and God, the Holy One.
Not all the afflictions or temptations ofthe Lord's people can alter His
regard for them, any more than the furnace can alter the nature of gold,
or turn it into dross.
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for tgose fuga nu ~tnrll.

"Comfort the feeble-mindecl, support the weltk."-l

THESS.

v. 4.

A DIALOGUE.
Hary.- Who are the sons and daughters of Abraham, George?
George.-Our beloved brother, Paul, says, "If ye be Ohrist's, then are
ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise." And we have a
very precious account given us of a brother of yours of whom it is said,
"He also is a son of Abraham." Do vou know whom I mean?
Hary.-I suppose you mean Zaccheus. But why do you call him a
brother of mine?
Geo~·ge.-Becausethere is a family likeness; for when Jesus spoke personally to him, calling him by name, "He made haste, and came down,
and received Him joyfully." And I know you are ready at the sound of
His voice, speaking through His own word, though it be but a whisper,
to open your whole soul to Him, and" receive Him joyfully."
Mary.-Oh yes, it is true. His voice is sweeter than music to me. His
voice melts me down into sweetest nothingness at His feet, so that, with a
namesake of mine, I could wash His feet with my tears, and wipe them
with the hair of my head; therefore my language very often is, "Let me
see Thy countenance, let me hear Thy voice; for sweet is Thy voice, and
Thy countenance is comely . . . Until the day break, and the shadows
flee away, turn, my Beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart upon
the mountains of Bether."
George.-Let me just remind you, my beloved sister, that" the ;night is
far spent, the day is at hand,. yes, that everlasting day for which you long
is at hand, when" thy sun shall no more go down: for the Lord shall be
thy everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended." But
there is also a sister of yours who is called" a daughter of Abraham."
I mean that" woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and
was bowed together, and could in nowise lift up herself." "Whom Satan,"
saith Jesus, "hath bound, la, these eighteen years.'" Left in the ad,ersary's hands eighteen ye@'s !
j1[ary.-Well, I think I am somewhat like her, for·r am often as it
were bound down, and the more I strive to lift up myself the worse I get.
And I think at such times Satan takes the advantage of me. Well do I
understand at such times what dear Toplady says of himself:"Encompass'd with clouds of distress,
Just ready all hope to resign,
I pant for the light of Thy face,
And fear it will never be urine.
Dishearten'd with waiting so long,
I sink at Thy feet with my load,
All plaintive I pour out my song, .
And stretch forth my hands unto God.
" Shine, Lord, and my terror shall cease,
The blood of atonement apply,
And lead me to Jesus for peace,
The Rock that is higher than I.
Speak, Saviour! for sweet is Thy voice;
Thy presence is fail' to behold;
Attend to my sorrows and cries,
My groanings that cannot be told.

.
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" If sometimes I strive as I mourn,
My hold on Thy promise to keep,
The billows more fiercely return,
And plunge me again in the deep;
While, harass'd and cast from Thy sight,
The tempter suggests, with a roar,
, The Lord hath forsaken thee quite;
Thy God will be gracious no more! ' ~
" Yet, Lord, if Thy love hath designed
No covenant blessing for me,
Ab, tell me, how is it I find
Some pleasure in waiting for Thee?
Almighty to rescue Thou art,
Tby grace is my shield and my tower;
Come, succour and gladden my heart,
Let tbis be the day of Thy power."
Do bear with me, George; the thi~'d verse only I intended to quote, but
could not refrain'from giving you the whole.
George.-I can bear with you, my dear sister; that" fiery trial" is no
strange thing to me, and I heartily join you in those breathings. But
yOll do know also at times, though it be but in a small measure, what
effect a word from Jesus can produce.
.
Mary.-O yes; every thing seems all right then, crooked things are
"made straight;" there is indeed a "lifting up," and I am ready, in a
moment, to call on my whole soul to bless the Lord; and I think I shall
never be so "bowed down" again, forgetting that I am perfect weakness
in myself.
Gem·ge.-Hezekiah says, "By these things men live, and in all these
things is the life of my spirit." And I am sure they get sound wisdom
by these changes.
" By these changes I often pa!lS through,
I am taught my own weakness to know;
I am taught what my Shepherd can do,
And how much to His mercy I owe.
It is He that supports me through allWhen I faint, He revives me again;
He attends to my prayer when I call,
, And bids me no longer complain."

But don't let us forget His own words, "t7!ough He beat' long tlJit1! tl!em"
(Luke xviii. 7). Ah; it is so sometimes, though at other times, "Before
they call He answers." But before we part, just let me remind you of
the conclusion the psalmist came to after he had been sorely tried and
exercised. "Nevertheless "-notwithstanding all my foolishness and
ignorance, all the chang'es I have to pass through, plagued all the day
long, and chastened every morning-" Nevertheless, I am continually
with Thee; Thou hast holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide
me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive, me to glory." What a
reception will that be !
" Come in, thou blessed, sit with me ;
With my own life I ransomed Thee;
Come, taste my perfect favolU'.
Come in, thou happy spirit-come!
Now thou shalt dwell with me at home:
Ye blessed mansions, make him room,
For he must stay for ever! ".
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And remember the psalmist did not write that of himself alone. Oh no,
the same inestimable privilege belongs to every son and daughter' of
Abraham. May the Holy Comforter comfort you, my beloved sister, by
this precious truth.
Mary.-And you, also, my beloved brother. And to Him, with the
Father and the Son, we will give the praise. Amen.

G. H.

Martock.

A FEW THOUGHTS ON ISAIAH XXV. 9.
" La, this is our God."
THERE is something particulaTly sweet in that word "our j" it denotes possession, and the Lord is indeed ours if we love Him-ours for tinre,
ours for eternity. Jesus is also called SaViour in this verse: "He mn
save us." vVhat a full, precious word it is j even now we feel in some
degree its sweetness, but then we shall be able to realize it more fully.
"We have waited for Him," when by some sin we have obliged the
Lord to hide His face from us for a time. Do we mourn His absence?
do we long for His pardoning love? do we wait for Him? ,Ve should
indeed.
But this is not the waiting that is meant in this 'erse. I think it means
looking for the second advent of our Lord, "hen He shall come to mal-e
up Ris jewels-when none shall be wanting, not the smallest, not the
weakest saint that has ever loved and striven to serve Him-not one
shall be missing. Is not this a comforting truth?
Then, if "e are
waiting for Him, "we will be glad, and rejoice in His salvation." If
the Christian is not happy, who can be? Surely he may rejoice j certainly he has trials peculiarly his own, yet he has a rich portion, and a
dear Saviour to whom he can fly. If a man, expecting soon to have
thousands at his disposal, were to owe' a few pence, would he make
himself miserable about his debt? Oh no ! He would say, "I know
that soon I shall have more than enough to repay my creditors, and he
would rejoice before he had it in his possession. 'Ve know that we
shall be heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, so let us rejoice,
"knowing that our light afflictions, which are but for a moment, work
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
H. E. M.

NOTE.
THE annexed was a very favourite verse with the African Missionary,
particulars of whose illness and death we gave in January, and extracts
from whose journal appeared in the last number ; .
" I cannot always trace the way
Where Thou, Almighty One, dost move;
But I can always, always say,
That GOD IS LOVE."
The salvation of man is as much the gift of God, and the "ork of
Christ, as his very life and being.

-_.
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BY THE LATE REV. GEORGE D. DOUDNEY.

PRECIOUS PROMISES.
the immutability of the mighty PromiseI' causes the great promise
to shine forth in all its glory and divine lustre, the inexhaustible accompanying reSQurces of the great promise of eternal life, as opened up by the
Holy Ghost through the apostle Peter, give to it a grandeur which no
words can ever paint.
Behold these resources, dear brother, and the Lord add wings to your
feeble heart to-day, that it may fly home to the ark of its rest; and, while
contemplating its treasures-the unsearchable riches of Christ-find sweet
refreshing and joy. Let Little Faith, moreover, be especially careful to
hold fast his true tokens here-those which we have already examined as
expressed by the Psalmist (Psalm xxxi. 19), "Oh how great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee; which Thou hast
wrought for them that trust in Thee "-the tend1'ils of fear and tr·ust.
The characters of those to whom the eternal resources of the covenant of
J ehovah' s grace belong are here so clearly defined, that the feeblest lamb
in the fold dare not turn away and say, "It is not for me." Great and
glorious as are the things spoken of, they are laid up in Christ for those
called ones; yea, for such only, who, being feelingly poor, vile, needy,
and helpless in themselves, tremble with godly fe(f;r, and yet, having no
confidence in the flesh, can trust their soul, with all their eternally momentous concerns, nowhere but in the gracious arms of the dear Redeemer,
The blessed Holy Comforter has given us a short detail of the grand
resources of the great promise of eternal life, in those sweet words of the
apostle Peter's, upon which we have been for some time past dwelling
(2 Peter i. 1-4). There are four most blessed privileges which accompany that holy calling, by which we become actual and manifest possessors
of Christ, who is our only spiritual life, our glory, and our virtue. I shall
lead my brother's mind over the precious features of these glorious
privileges separately, praying the Holy Ghost to make the contemplation of each point of blessedness both spirit and life to our souls, that
we may lI.lUtually prove the sweetness of the words of our most glorious
ChJ:ist, "Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
God; but to others in parables" (Mark iv. 11). Taking the greatest
privilege first, I propose to look at them in the following order:I. The called one is made a partaker of tile divine nature.
n. This blessedness is declared to be given unto us in exceeding great

WHILE

and precious promises.

HI. In this great gift bestowed upon the called one, by the divine power,
are found ALL THINGS that pertain unto life and godliness.
IV. Then follows the sum total of all, namely, the eternal escape of the.
poor and needy sin-oppressed soul from the corntption that is in the world
through lust.
I. With regard to redeemed sinners being made pM' takers of the divine
nature. What a parable must this ever remain to a proud, spiritually-

dead professor!

That ev1m now, while often the subject of distracting
• Never before published.
L
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doubts, fears, and temptations-because new creatures in Christ Jesus,
seeing that" in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And
ye are complete ~'n Him "-as His blessed humanity is gathered up into
eternal union in and with the glorious person of J ehovah Jesus, so we, in
our new-creature life and being, are, in a like mysterious manner, joined
to the Lord, and one spirit, or life-" members of His body, of His flesh,
and of His bones"-" perfect in Christ Jesus." "I in them, and Thou
in me, that they may be perfect in one." Parables! The living, Spirittaught child ,of God finds this glorious mystery the nlOst difficult of all
things to realize in sweet, soul-satisfying, heart-experience. Nevertheless,
it is here alone we shall find a true solution of the grand and precious
privilege presented to us in those wonderful words, "partakers of the dirine
nature."
Many have been the attempts to fritter away the glorious fulness of this
blessedness; many attempts to prove that we are only to understand from
these words the restoration by Christ of what we lost in Adam's fall. But
Adam earthy was not a partaker of the divine nature. He was (}reated in
the image of God, but he was not begotten into true spiritual and eternal
life. He stoocl not in that life of which the apostle Paul writes: "Ye
are dead, and your life is hid with Ohrist in God. 'When Ohrist, who is
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory" (001.
iii. 3, 4). In his creature life, before sin entered, he was pure and holy,
and as such reflected his Creator's image;. but it was after he had lost his
purity, and death, the wages of sin, had swallowed up all the lustre of
holiness, by which he lost his likeness to God, that, by a new-creation act
of the Spirit of God, he was born again from above, and made a partaker,
by spiritual regeneration, of another life, which contained in it anotl,e1'
nature, altogether and essentially different and distinct from that which
had been marred by sin.
After Adam became a new creature in Christ Jesus, he would 110 longer
date his origin from his creation in time, a8 Arlmn earthy, but by faith,
looking into the depths of eternity, he would learn to rest upon, and
acknowledge, that glorious mystery which is presented to us by the great
apostle to the Gentiles, in the beginning of his epistle to Titus, where he
thus opens up the secret blessedness which was hidden in the mind of
J ehovah.from the foundation of the world: "According to the faith of
God's ~lect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness;
in hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promi'>ed before the
world began." Here we have the whole substance of the matter folded
up and presented to the Ohurch-the body of Ohrist.
The Lord's dear children are often deterred, by the cunning artificers of
Satan, from taking a sweet and full draught from this grand Fountain of
blessedness. The enemy well knows the tenderness of the truly spirituallyawakened' conscience, and the gocUy sincerity and lUldeviating honesty
of that new heart which is God's gift to His people when they are
born again from above. The deyil adopts the part of a special pleader
here. He well knows that the Ohurch of Ohrist is viewed only, by her
covenant God and Father, in her new-creature life, nature, and standing
in Jesus only. But what are his constant arts, efforts, and devilish
suggestions bent upon? Are they not, dear brother, constantly aiming
at diverting the mind from the contemplation of what C'hrist is made of
God to His redeemed people, and entangling them in reckonings and
reasonings drawn from a close inspection of what we poor, miserable,
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hell-deserving creatures are, in our own emptiness, vanity, and cOn'
stantly-recurring failures?
" To cause despair's the scope
Of Satan and his pow'rs;
Against hope to believe in hope,
My brethren, must be ours."
j , Ab. !"
says Little Faith, with a sigh; "it is easy to talk about believing
in hope against hope, but I do not find the practical exercise of faith so
easy a matter."
Dear brother, you are looking at faith in the abstract-the performance of an abstract duty. Dead, doctrinal professors can and do most
easily perform this abstract act. "I believe," say they, and they verily
think they do rightly believe. The idea of doubting their interest in
Christ, while they believe this abstract faith, the letter of God's word,
does not cross their minds. Satan misleads these in altogether a different
way to that in "hich he misleads the living, spiritual child of God. The
latter he sets reasoning upon their own wretched condition; the former
he sets reasoning upon the letter of doctrine, which leads to fleshly, selfsatisfied secmity. But is this believing in hope against lwpe? No. I
nieet with many of these take-it-for-granted believers. Such are greatly
upon the increase in our day of/wide profession. Yes, and there is
very much sound, wholesome doctrine spreading' around us. But where
is the living power? 'Vhere the deep conflict between the flesh and
the Spirit? Where the aspiration from the world, not merely because
it is a duty, but out of sheer disgust of its empty tinsel, and fleshpleasing -mnities? However, what else can we expect, "here a spirituallydead parson speaks to a spiritually-dead l)eople? The only n:nit will be
spiritually-dead faith.
I have thought of late, that my very humble work, so far as my pen is
concerned, was nearly come to a close. My eyes and my head, yes, and
my heart too, have so far failed me, that I have often heartily wished
I had not proceeded with another volume. However, there is no chance
"ark in all this. To be kept a poor helpless worm in the dust, is, I am
quite sme, the most profitable position for one of God's own ministers. Nor
dare I complain, for though pen-bound I am not tongue-bound; nay, nor
heart-bound either. Some of the most precious seasons of divine com·
munion are those when the worm creeps into the pulpit deeply feeling thfl,t
" the excellency of the power is of God and not of us." But to return.
It is not by measming omselves by omselves that we get at the true
state of the case as it is in God's sight. The true question, in answering
which we shall find true consolation and good hope tlu:ough grace, tmns
upon this, What are we in God's account? Come, then, anc1let us test it
by God's precious word.
" Partakers of the divine natme!" It is the new-creatme life that contains that divine natme of which all are partakers who are born again.
Spiritual life, and a spiritual nature, are altogether distinct from mere
natural life, and that human nature which all mankind, as descending from
Adam earthy, possess. It is the reception, at our new birth, of the
spiritual life, and the spiritual natme, that makes the child of God a partaker of the divine natme. "God is a spirit; and they that worship Him
must worship Him in spirit and in truth "-which no man can possibly
do until he is a partaker of God's spiritual nature.
L 2
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. I pray the Lord the Spirit to open up more fully this blessed truth in
the hearts and minds of the one dearly-loved and eternally-redeemed
family. It is a clear apprehension of this most precious truth will lead
Little Faith to keep a right reckoning concerning things spiritual. As
the perception of the character and properties of the divine nature becomes
more clear, we shall be enabled to discover and appreciate the effects
thereof upon our souls. Those things which now tend to cast us down
and :fill us with dismay, will then become evidences to us that the grand
change has tr:uly passed upon us, and that we are no longer shut up in
nature's darkness, but, by the blessed power of this endless life, and as a
fruit of partaking of the divine nature, we are light in the Lord. It
is in God's light we see light (Psalm xxxvi. 9). Christ is the grand and
glorious fountain of life, and the Psalmist most blessedly connects the two,
to show that we cannot have the light without the life; and wherever the
life is, there the breaking forth of true spiritual light shall assuredly
follow. "With Thee is the fountain of life; and in Thy light shall we
see light." Now, this cannot refer to the mere natural understanding,
but doubtless refers to that spiritual supernatural light which is so largely
spoken of in the word.
But now observe, dear brother, to be a partaker of this light is to be a
partaker of the divine nature; for" God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all." But" God is a spirit j" this glorious light is therefore spiritual
light. Being spiritual, it contains spiritual illumination, "hich none can
possess but those which are new creatures in Christ Jesus. But since it
flows only in eternal life, it is eternal light; nor shall one who now partakes of this blessedness, ever fall into spiritual darkness.
Be not in haste, troubled Little Faith, I know what the enemy has
just suggested to you, namely, that you are nearly always walking in
darkness. I will speak to you about that sort of darkness by-and-by.
The Holy Ghost most blessedly opens up this subject in many parts of
the word, pointing out the difference between those who are mere pretenders and those who truly partake of this precious property of the divine
nature. "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according
to this word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isa. viii. 20). The
"day star" has not risen in their hearts. They have no "morning,"
for the day-spring from on high-the first breaking in of the eternal
morning-hath not visited them. They may have their heads :filled "ith
notions, but talk to them about" heart-work," and you will find them in
midnight darkness. They are in darkness as to the sure effects of the
reception of divine life and lig'ht into the soul. It is of such the Holy
Spirit guided the beloved John to speak: "This then is the message
which we have heard of Him, and declare unto )IOu, that God is light, and
in Him is no darkness at all. If "e say that we have fellowship with
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we "alk
in the .light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John

i.5-7).
Now, dear brother, what are your objections? I know Little Faith
will raise manv.
"Yes," say~ one, "I often look at that word, and seem to read .in it
my condemnation, for I constantly walk in daJ;kness-I often feel as if I
had no light."
What, in spiritual darkness? The enjoyment of the s"eet, soul-

.. ;..........
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dissolving sunshine of the Lord's presence is one thing, but to be shut up
and shut out in spiritual darkness, is altogether another.

~

" Did Jesus once upon you shine P
Then Jesus is for ever thine! "
Do you, then, indeed know nothing of spiritual heart-work? Are you
walking in nature's darkness as to the condition and condemnation of a
poor wretched sinner out of Christ? Are you unable to perceive that your
vile heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked? Are you
in the dark as to what the blessed apostle Paul means in the 7th of
Romans: "For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I
not; but what I hate, that do 1. . . . For I know that in me (that is, in
my flesh) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but
how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I would
I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do"? Are you walking
in darkness here, dear brother, or are you, from a clear discovery of these
better things, through the bright shining of the light of life in your soul,
crying out with the apostle, "Oh, wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death? "
" Yes," says Little Faith, "all this I clearly see and deeply feel; yet
this does not alter the fact that I am constantly walking in felt darkness."
Well, we will go, then, a step further. Do you not see Jesus? Do
you not clearly see that in Him is found and treasured up all fulness of
grace for time, and glory for eternity? Do you not also see the blessedness of the Church in her new-creature standing, "complete in Him? "
Do you not see the preciousness of all that Christ is made of God the
Father to His chosen people-their wisdom, their righteousness, their
sanctification, their redemption, their all? Yea, more, do you not see,
here and there, one and another who are sweetly living by faith upon the
Son of God; and, as you can trace the blessed image of Jesus clearly
appearing in them, and can hear the true language of the heavenly
Canaan spoken by them, do you not feel your heart drawn out and
sweetly knitted to them in a peculiar manner and by a peculiar love which
is altogether distinct from nature's attachments?
"Yes," you are compelled to say, "all this I know, see, and feel."
And yet you say you are walking in spiritual darkness? Can you go,
now, and sit under a dead ministry, and be content with glowing eloquence
and what, perhaps, you once called" an intellectual treat? "
You answer "No."
What, then, has made the difference? Darkness hides things from
view. A professor, who is walking in nature's darkness, does not see
the difference between a yea and a nay Gospel. There is a mixture of
law and grace, and the walker in natlll'e's darkness discovers it not. It is
otherwise, however, with a child of light. The true light now shineth,
and their teachers are truly discerned. Let my brother carefully look
into the matter according to the word of God, and he will be compelled
to come to the conclusion that, although his days of felt darkness are
many and distressing, yet it is not now the darkness of spiritual death,
but that darkness which the light of life has made manifest. Until a
redeemed sinner is made light in the Lord, he does not perceive his
natural darkness, as it is written, "In Him [in Christ, the eternal Word]
was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shined in dark-
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ness; and the darkness comprehended it not" (John i. 4,5). How is it,
trembling Little Faith comprehendeth the light, and grieves so sadly about
the native darkness that so gloomily overshadows his path? Because he
is no longer a child of the night, but a child of the day. Because he is
no longer walking in nature's darkness, but, being' a partaker of the
divine nature, the first manifestation of that nature has made its appearance in the power now possessed to discern spiritual things. What is my
brother's daily-yea, hourly-employment? Is it not constantly receiving
spiritual thi~gs into the mind? - spiritual sensations of hunger, cold,
emptiness, vileness, worldliness,. vanity, and a multiplicity of other
spiritual needs?
"What," says one, "do you call these spiritual things?"
Yes, indeed I do. And these are those spiritual things of which the
lIoly Ghost by the apostle Paul speaks, "Comparing' spiritual things
with spiritual," namely, our spiritual condition in felt and continual need
with the great and precious promises made in and to Christ on behalf of
such. "But," says the Spirit, "the natural man [the man who is still
dead in sin, and consequently in nature's darkness] ?'eoeiL'eth not the things
orthe Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 13, 14).
" The darkness comprehendeth it not."
Talk to a spiritually-dark, though perhaps a ,ery 'Wise, doctrinalreligious professor, about the misery produced by the constant reception
of fresh openings and discoveries of that which makes and keeps us poor,
helpless, needy worms-but it is a" worm Jacob! "-what foolishness
does it appear to such! What a blessed key to the whole matter do we
find in those other words of the Spirit by the apostle, "But if our Gospel
be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not." Are they not totally blind,
spiritually, and therefore in total darkness? "Lest the light of the
glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them." But now mark the blessed contrast between such and those 'Who
are partakers of the divine nature; "for God, who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness, hath shined IN our hearts, to give the ].ight of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." But I
must pause, and pursue this subject further in next lecture.
" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all." Amen.

DEPENDENCE.
pleased to hear one of the most prosperous and successful of
men say, that he never felt so dependent as now-not even at a time 'When
he was scarcely solvent. This proves that God can-and often doeskeep men humble and dependent even in connexion with an advanced and
humanly prosperous condition. How well is it for even the most wealthy
to feel the truth of God's word, that "riches take to themselves wings,
and flyaway! "

!

WAS

IF the world find no fault'with yOUl'religion, depend upon it you have
very little. There must be much conformity to the world in your character, not any improvement in theirs; forget not, the carnal heart is now,
and ever will be, enmity against God.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF INDIA.
BY THE REV. A. STRAWBRIDGE.
IT was in the month of November, 1857, the year of the mutiny, that I
received a letter, of which the following is a copy, from the Commandant
of a native,regiment, then located at Amritsar, the commercial capital of
the Punjaub : -

.,

"My DEAR MR. S--,-Our regimental armourer, Jhumuk," and his
wife, Hira,t have come to me, and are most anxious to enjoy all the blessings
of Ohristianity. I have hlOwn Jhumuk upwards of thirty years. He is a
worthy, intelligent man, and I am sure you will feel great satisfaction when
you examine him. I believe him to be sincere in his profession, and, under
instruction, likely to become a ?'eal, true, and faithful member of Ohrist's
9hurch. Jhumuk is the bearer of this l.l0te, and you will be better able to
Judge of his merits than I can. I have cautioned him against seeking this
change for any worldly advantage, and he says he seeks it for the satisfaction
of his own mind alone.-Believe me, &c., &c."
Mter reading the note I invited the man and his wife into my study.
They came in, and the relation of the Lord's dealings with them both,
but especially with the woman, appeared to me to illustrate the sovereignty
of God's grace, the power of God's word, and the wonderful working of
God's providence, in a manner that I had never before witnessed. I may
here observe, that upon examination I found the woman to be far more
intelligent than the man, and altogether more advanced in the knowledge
of divine things. This, as we shall see, forms the peculiar feature in her
history. According to the custom in India, she had spent her life in compara~
tive retirement. She had never enjoyed any Christian means of grace. Her
interview with me that day was the first occasion of her seeing a Christian
minister, or receiving any Christian instruction from any human teacher:
My surprise then was great when, as I questioned her as to the general
contents of the word of God, especially of the New Testament, I found
her able to give me intelligent and tolerably correct answers. And when I
went farther, and spolre of the Way of Life, of faith in Christ, of His life
and death, her answers were of such a character, that I felt what I said to
her to be true-" I believe you have been taught of God, and, but for the
mutiny, I would at once receive you into the visible Church of Christ; but
that it may not occasion any disturbance, we will postpone doing so for a
few weeks." We did so, and during the interval we gathered from Hira
many particulars respecting her previous life, some of which I purpose to
relate in giving" The History of Hira (now Sarah), a member of the
Mission Ohurch at Amritsar."
OHILDHOOD AND YOUTH.-It was in the year 1858 that we first went
to the hills for a change of. air, and to recruit our health, after the
trying season of 1857. Our visit was to Kangra and Dharmsala. It was
during our stay at the former place that we happened to meet one of the
sons of the late Dr. Arnold, just as he arrived from NOOl'poor on a visit
to' his family. Almost his first words to me were, "Well, I have seen
most of the scenery in Switzerland, but I have never seen anything to
.. Splendour.
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equal this!" The scenery around Kangra is, without doubt, the most
beautiful, as well as the grandest, to be seen anywhere. I have heard it
said that when Lord Dalhousie was crossing from Simla to Lahore he
stopped at Kangra, and remarked to those about him that he had never seen
any thing to equal the view of the magnificent range of mountains known
as the Panjal range, as seen from the court house at Kangra, across the
beautiful Kangra valley. I remember saying to a German missionary
who had resided there for several years, ".AJ:e you not tired of looking at
the mountains? " He simply said, "Never!" Now, it was in the midst
of this beautiful scenery, in a village near Kangra, that the subject of
this notice was born. When she was quite a child, her parents died, and
she was left to the care of strangers. Those acquainted with India will
easily understand how gladly we would pass over her early history; but
it is here that we see the goodness of our God, and how wonderful He is
in working and in accomplishing His own covenant and eternal purposes
of mercy. When about twelve years of age, Hira was sold for (as she
said) a trifle. The name and rank of the pmchaser were mentioned, but
they are not necessary to om present purpose. It is enough to say that
the purchaser was an Emopean, an officer of rank. vVe have to be
thankful that, however common such things were then (nearly forty years
ago), a change for the better has taken place. With this gentleman she
lived for seven-and-twenty years, '\Ihen he Tetmned to England, having
settled upon her a pension of twenty rupees a month.
LEADINGS OF THE LQRD.-As a general rule the '\Iomen in India are
never taught to read. To this, however, there are exceptions. One of
my moonshees (teachers) gave me to understand that both his wife and
sister could read; and when we first attempted to open a school for
heathen girls in the city of Amritsar, we employed a native woman as a
teacher of the Punjabee language. It is, however, more than probable
that had Hira been left among her early friends, she would have remained
as ignorant as themselves. vVhether she was taught to read at her own
request, or at the suggestion of the g'entleman who bought her, we know
not, but when she came to us she was able to read in both the Hindee
and Persian characters. She told us that some years before om interview
with her they were staying at Agm, and, one day as she was sitting in
her room reading some of her heathen books, a man came and asked
her servant to give him some '\later to drink. She invited him to the
house, when he entered into conversation with the woman. After his
departure they noticed that he had left a book behind him. This man
evidently was one of the Bible colportems sometimes employed by the
missionaries in India. Expecting him to return for the book, she put it
aside, but he never called for it again. At this time, the officer above
alluded to was in the hills. Upon his retmn she showed him the book,
telling him that she understood it was one of our ChJ:istian books, but she
did not like to read it without his permission. He told her he would not
forbid her reading it, but she was not to ask him any fmther questions
about it. This was about five years before he took his departure for
England. The book was carefully put away in a box, where it remained
for nearly twelve years without being. once opened. One day, '\Ihile
examining her box, the book attracted her attention, and she thought she
would take it out and read a little of it, to see what sort of a book it '\Ias.
At that time she had been left about seven years, and, as she said, her
heart was "udas," i. e., sorrowful. She read a little of the book, and, liking
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what she read, she continued to read it, till she had read it all through.
This book was a copy of the New Testament, in Hindee, and the time of
her commencing to read it, was about nine years previous to our interview
with her. Having read the whole of it once, she began it again, but
this time she used to read only a small portion, and to think over it
for a long time. Mter a while a little light broke in upon her 'mind, and
she then began to pray that God would make her understand what she
read. In this way she went on reading and praying for three years and a
half, when, to use her own expressive words, "Her faith became strong."
The darkness had passed away, and the true light now shined. The dayspring from on high had visited her; the Holy Spirit had taken of the
things of Jesus and shown them unto her; she saw and believe!l.
PERSECUTION BECAUSE OF THE WORD.-In order clearly to understand
the following part of Hira's history, it will be necessary to recall the dates
already mentioned. Mter receiving the copy of the New Testament it
remained for nearly twelve rears um·ead. Five of these years she continued to live with the officer who bought her when a child. He then
left for England, and seven years more passed away before she was led in
the providence of God to look into the book left by the colporteur in her
house at Agra. During this time she became the wife of Jhumuk, a
Mussulman, and the armourer of the -th native regiment. It was then,
after her marriage with Jhumuk, that she began to read the word of
God, and the good seed began to take root and bring forth fruit. Having
"tamed that the Lord is gracious," and "found the word to be sweeter
to her than honey, yea, than the honeycomb," she began to "tell to
sinners around, what a Saviour she had found." She began (as, in fact,
from the position of women in India she was obliged to) with her own
house. Her husband and friends were made acquainted with the treasure
she had found, and she sought to make known to them the glad tidings
which had been revealed to her through the written word, by the Spirit
of God, the Revealer and the Testifier of Jesus. This, as a matter· of
course, raised against her a storm of persecution. Her husband and her
friends expostulated with her, and endeavoured by every means to compel
her to give up the word of God, but she remained faithful. She was
kept by a power not her own. She told them in so many words that she
was ready to give up everything, but she would never give up either the
book or the reading of it. What a wonderful testimony was this to the
divine origin and power of the Bible! Here was a poor woman who had
never enjoyed any means of grace, whose only intercourse with Christians
had been with a professing Ohristian only, and one whose conduct was
such as would naturally lead her to think little of the religion he professed.
We finq. her alone, in the midst of Maho=edan relatives and friends,
reading the word of God; but that word is "sharp and powerful," yet comforting and enlightening; she is "persecuted because of the word," yet
abideth faithful, choosing rather to suffer the loss of all. things than for
one moment to give up that, the entrance of which had given light unto
her soul.
(To be continued.)
HEAVEN acknowledges all its obligations to Jesus Ohrist.
THE death of Christ has thrown a bridge over that ocean of sin which
would have for ever separated us from God.
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A HUNDRED YEARS AGO.
AMONG the years of the eighteenth century, the year 1765 was by no means
a remarkable one; but, looking at it as the measuring point from which
the world has now advanced exactly a hundred years, we shall find it
an interesting task to inquire into the state of society, and the various
groups of actors who performed their parts in the days of our great grandfathers; to do so fully might occupy volumes, but even a slight- and imperfect sketch may~suggest many thoughts.
It is not our design to look upon 1765 merely as a time when there were
no steamers, railways, telegraphs, photographs, Armstrong guns, penny
postage, and a thousand other inventions; modern science is only too
ready to boast of all that it has done to improve the world. Let us look
at what they had, as well as at what they had not, a hundred years ago.
Glancing, in the first place, at the political aspect of England, we find that
in 1765 George Ill. was in the fifth year of his reign and the twentyeighth of his age.
In 1765 there were no wars and no conquests by England, except the
steady, onward march of. the Honourable Company in India, which
advanced in this season the length of Allahabad and Benares. Olive was
then on his six months' voyage out to Calcutta, rich in the lamels aheady
won; Hastings was not yet reno\\lled.
A small acquisition was made yery near our O\\ll shores; for in 1765 the
Isle of Man was pmchased for the Cro\\ll from its king, the Duke of
Athol, and great efforts were made to educate the natives, by printing
books iuthe Manx language, then spoken by about twenty thousand of
them, now almost obsolete. We wonder if Gaelic and Irish will be as
little known a century hence?
A brilliant host of literati were at this time gathered in London round
their autocrat, Johnson. Among these the names of Goldsmith, Bmke,
Boswell, and the great artist Reynolds, are still well known, while those
of many other members of" the club," equally or even more highly rated
at that day, are utterly forgotten now. Gibbon was not then kno"n either
as an historian or an assailant of Christianity; HlUlle, however, had
launched his first attacks, and found but too many admirers in a time
when faith was dim and love was cold in England. Still, lIe may be
thankful to this day that our country possessed such a man at the head of
literature-as the truly wise and pious J ohnson, instead of a wickedllit like
Voltaire, whose evil genius was" soiling the wind to reap the "hirlllind"
at a future time in infidel France.
""Ve can only name a few of the other distinguished men then alive and
known as authors in England. There was Gray-of" The Elegy;" Young
of" Night Thoughts," who died in 1765; Akenside, Lyttelton, and Langhorne; Hannah More, whose sacred ch'amas were at that time greatly
admired; Adam Smith, Robertson, and Beattie in Scothmd; Churchill,
once extremely popular, but now very little read or valued; the polished
Chesterfield, Sterne, Garrick, Horace "\¥alpole, Chatterton, and Ossian
M'Pherson. But of all the minds of that day, the very noblest, perhaps,
was then shrouded in dark eclipse; and little did his fashionable relations
think that the time would come when not one of them would be remembered except as having been connected with the crazed and wa3'1'ard man
inDr. Cotton's private asylum at St. Albun's, afterwards to be kno\\llfor ever
in English literatme as the author of the "Task"- William Cowper.
Let us now take a glance at certain nurseries in England "atched OV8r
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by tender mothers; there was one at Hayes, where a pale and precocious
little boy of six years old amazed his father with his wise words, and was
destined to eclipse even that father's fame as the second and greatest
William Pitt; Another little " Billy" of six years old was growing up at
Hull, to be the deliverer of thousands yet unborn-William Wilberforce.
A gallant boy of seven was playing in the garden of the pretty ruml
parsonage of Burnham Thorpe in Norfolk, England's future hero, the
great Nelson; and far away in Scotland, by a lowly cottage door at Alioway, in Ayrshire, a merry, bright-eyed, six years old herd-boy was
running wild with his barefooted brothers and sisters, who was hereafter
to make the name of Robert Burns the delight of his native country. Who
can say what children of promise the nurseries and careful mothers of
1865 may be rearing for the world? We find in this thought a new
application of the solemn words, "Take heed that ye despise not one of
these little ones."
Turning to a very different side of the picture, we find that there was
yet another "orld of life in 1765, as there is in 1865, of which the philosophic, literary, and political world knew nothing; and if we are to judge
of it by the records of punishment in those days, it will appear black
indeed. Even if we take into account the severity of the laws as a reason
for the number of capital punishments, there remains enough in the records
of bold crime to show that it was rampant a hundred years ago. Highwaymen by land and wreckers on shore made travelling dangerous;
" kidnappers" and "orimps" exercised in English and Scotch seaports
the same iniquities which men-stealers practised on the African coast;
smuggling was prevalent, and led to much iniquity; while the profligate
example of too many in the higher ranks of life was copied in a coarser
form by those below them. Many trustworthy accounts show that there
was a fearful amolmt of heathen ignorance among the poor, especially in
rural districts, while the clergy were, for the greater part, cold and
indifferent. The Ohurch had lost her" fu'st love," and no longer preached
the doctrine of the Oross as the remedy for the ruin of the fall with the
zeal_ of earlier days; she sought to reform men's manners, but the evil
had a deeper root, and it was well discerned by such a man of God as
Venn, who says in one of his letters, dated 1760, "The crying abomination of our age is contempt of Ohrist. In proof of this, you may hear
sermons and religious books much extoUed, where there is not so much
as any mention of the Prince of Peace, in whom God was manifest to
reconcile the world unto Himself."
To remedy such a state, God, in his mercy to our country, raised up
a number of men who cl;mnted it their highest honour and their noblest
work to win souls from the kingdom of Satan into the glorious kingdom
of Ohrist. In our own day wl:1 may thank God that such has been the
. progress of truth, that it is not possible for us to count or name those who
labour in His service, preaching faithfully the doctrine of salvation through
the atonement of Ohrist alone. At that time each man who thus preached
thus was a marked man-marked on earth, but" written in heaven" also,
where those who turn many to righteousness shall shine as the stars, for
ever and ever.
Whitefiel<;l and Wesley are, perhaps, the most distinguished among
these, both for the wonderf1J1 effects of their eloquence in arousing the
masses to care for their own souls, and for the amount of opposition and
obloquy which they incurred. In the Ohurch of England the same great
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truths were faithfully preached by Newton, Henry Venn, Berridge,
Hervey, Fletcher, Walker, and others; while Charles Wesley and Toplady
gave us a rich treasure of hymns more prized now than ever. These men
"rest from their labours, and their works do follow them;" they are
now in a state where they know full well that their hopes were not in vain,
nor their earnest labours in saving souls a mere empty pursuit. The world
knew them not, but the world makes many mistakes; even in her own
matters, the story of a hundred years shows us how often she has mistaken
the great for the small, the temporary for the enduring. But the greatest
mistake of all if> one into which the world in her wisdom falls as readily
now as ever she did-that of despising, forgetting, ignoring a great
eternity! My dear reader, if you have hitherto done so, let me ask you
to think how it will be with you when you look back in 1965, from a state
for ever fixed, upon all that interests you now.-The Leisure Hour.
A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO PREAOHERS.
A STRIKING case very- recently came under my notice. A Christian woman
who had been much perplexed" in mind, body, and estate," was one evening walking through the town in a sad desponding frame of mind. She
was" much discouraged because of the way." Not far had she proceeded
before her attention was attracted by a place of "Worship being lit up for
the week-day evening service. She stepped just "Within the porch ofthe
entrance door. The preacher was giving out the text, and these "Words
fell upon her ear; "Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confum the
feeble knees. Say to them which are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear
not; behold, your God will come'with vengeance, even God with a recompence. He will come and save you" (Isa. xxxv. 3, 4). No more was
needed; the depressed, the cast down, the" fearful-hearted one," went
away comforted and encouraged, feeling that it was her heavenly Father
who was leading by a way that she knew not, on to the better country;
so was she refreshed by the "Word of God, so did it fall like the morning
dew upon her heart, invigorating it for the battle, arming it for the conflict and" heat of the day." Henceforth could she go forth conquering
and to conquer"Strong in the Lord of Hosts,
And in His mighty power."
Feeling as she did these words of Holy Writ were meant in ,e1) deed
and truth for her at that moment, from God her Father Himsel£. "Say
to them which are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not." She could
then say in the words of that beautiful hymn" I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless,
Ills have not weight, and tears no bitterness."
Take courage then, ye messengers of the Lord. Do you see little
apparent attention among your congregations? Still take courage, for
though your voice, lifted up in the words of divine inspiration, may
seemingly pass over unheeded by your hearers as the wind, yet the Spirit
of God may send it home with saving power to some solitary weary
pilgrim without the gates.
Is it not written, "So shall my word be that goeth forth out my mouth;
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that "Which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it?" (Isa. Iv. 11.)
M. H. L.
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OR, WHISPERS FRO~1 THE DYING PILLOWS O}' GOD'S SERYANTS.

"Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the eud of that man is peace."-P,alm xxxvii. 37.

VICTORY IN A DYING HOUR.
MISS - - , aged thirty-one, the daughter of a respectable farmer, and one
of ten children, many of whom had been brought to know Jesus as their
own Saviour, was no ordinary Ohristian. She had a blessed realization
of the things of eternity, a full assurance of her acceptance in Ohrist,
therefore the great ruling desire of her life was to be instrumental in
bringing sinners to the Saviour. Miss - - was a most valuable helper
to Mr. R--as a District Visiter, &c., and was one of the principal movers
in every good work in his parish. But God, who can carry on His work
(as a good old writer says) even when His workers are buried, called her
home to Himself. When she lay upon that bed from which she was
never again to arise, Mr. R-- visited her. She told him how unspeakably precious Ohrist was to her, and, as he was leaving, she bade him
farewell, and said, "Preach Jesus and His blood, and go and tell the
people also." She would have him not only preach Jesus il.'om the pulpit,
but also from house to house; and often had she asked him to go to one
and another person in the parish, in whom she was interested, and tell
them of Jesus, as she again and again told him that her prayer was, that
God might make it clear to him how much of blessing resulted from personal dealing with souls. He said, "I know it well; and I only regret
that I am so circumstanced that I cannot possibly give much time to the
house-to-house visitation of my people." But now, as she approached
her end, and as she said, "Preach Jesus and His blood," she turned to
him, and, with a look and tone of singular sweetness, said, "You willwill you not?" He left her dying bed, and his prayer was, that
God would soon place him in such circumstances as might enable him to
attend to the dying request of his parishioner.
The following notes of some of her last expressions were made by a
friend who heard them, and sent them to Mr. R--. "I am leaning on
His bosom, just like a little child on its mother's lap." After feeling
much worse, she said, "I thought I was there; but I looked in at the
door, and I saw Moses, and Aaron, and all the prophets; and I saw Jesus
in the midst, and He had such a beautiful harp, and such a beautiful
crown, and He said, 'My child, these are for you; I have bought them
with my blood.' I went to take them, but He said, 'Not yet, my child.
Go back; wait a little longer.' And then Satan came up to me, and said,
'They are not for you;' but I said, 'You go and ask Jesus all about
that.''' When just seized for death, she said, "Jesus is here; Jesus is
with me." Again:" The hour of triumph is come; I can triumph now
[alluding to her former words, 'I can trust, but not triumph ']; the
victory is won, through the blood of the Lamb. Victory! victory through
the blood-TH.,\.T'S IT!" Turning to those around her, she said, 'What
should I do if I had to seek Ohrist NOW? I could not. And what should
I do without Him now? " At one time, one commenced reading to her
from the Bible: "Wait," she said; "He must say it to me HIMSELF."
Once she said, passing her hand before her face, "There is just a cloud
before me, but I know Jesus is behind it." As her sufferings increased,
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she said, "Mind, if I say anything, don't you think Jesus has forsaken 1IIe.
My soul is perfectly safe. It is only the poor botly-life struggling with
death." When her voice could scat-cely be heard, the words last on her
lips were, "Victory! victory! Dear Jesus, open the gate! I see
Him! "
. At the request of Miss - - , Mr. R-- delivered an address at the
funeral in the adjoining parish, where she was buried. He told of his
own loss, and her happy death, and addressed the people assembled, from
the words, "Prepare to meet thy God." He said he was sure that such
would be the text she would give him were she now to speak to him.
Mter the address, one of her brothers said to Mr. R--, cc Look at this
tombstone. My dear departed sister had it put up over her grandmother
that she might profit all who looked at it." She had engraved on it the
words "Prepare to meet thy God." Mr. R-- was not aware of the fact
when he chose the text. This may be called a coincidence, but may "e
not say it was so ordered in God's providence that such should be the text
from which His servant should address them?

"--

THE LATE REV. H. E. DANIEL, OF NOTTH\'GRA.:ll.
rThe annexed interesting accOlUlt has, through an o,ersight, been
derayed. We never met om departed brother, but ha,e enjoyed his
letters. The spirit they breathed was so loving and gentle. In the most
kind and brotherly way, he once placed his pulpit at om service for a
Lord's-day, on behalf of the St. Luke's Schools. We should have made
his personal acquaintance on that occasion, but for our expressed wish
that he should avail himself of the opportunity of seeking a little change
and rest, at a time his services could be thus taken. In the same loving,
genial spirit, he besought us to occupy his house dming om stay. We
little thought his self-cl.enying labours on earth would so soon be closed.
May the Lord be the stay and support of the widow and the fatherless !-ED.J
.WE have just read the following "ith deep feelings: ,Vith sincere
sorrow we record the death of the Rev. H. E. Daniel, B.A., Incumbent of
St. Luke's, Nottingham, and formerly Curate to the Rev. John Richarclson,
of St. Mary's, Bmy St. Edmunds. Only a "eek ago the deceased cler"'yman accompanied the choir of his chmch, the teachers of his schools, ~nd
their friends, to Radcliffe, for the enjoyment of their annual festi,al; after
which they attended divine service in the chmch of that TIllage, when the
lessons were read by Mr. Daniel. This was his last act of public ministration in the sanctuary, as on his return home he became ill, though not
so seriously as to excite any alarming apprehensions; but he was unable
to resume his ministerial duties. He had preached at morning service in
St. Saviom's Chmch, Nottingham, on the Sunday, and that most
unexpectedly proved to be the last sermon he delivered. Dming the last
few days of his life typhoid fever intervened, and he died at the ag'e of 32,
after a comparatively short but blessed period of labour in the Chmch's
vineyard. He was highly esteemed by all who had the pleasme of his
acquaintance, and was held in affectionate respect by his congregation.
He was a kind, loving, and generous spu.'it, and has left a widow and
three small children to realize, we trust, the sympathy of Christians upon
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earth, and the protection of Him who is "a father of the fatherless and
God of the widow, even God in His holy habitation."
The beloved departed was a constant reader of the Gospel Magazine, and
Old Jonathan was liberally distributed in his parish, and very frequently
we heard the words, "deal' Doudney," drop from his lips; and no slight
comfort is it to the writer to think that his poor writings were a somce of
refreshing to his soul. One piece, entitled" My Path," was made by the
Lord a special blessing to him under deep trial. In 1862 the writer was
privileged to visit the dear departed, who was then labouring in Newtonon-the-Fens; and never will he forget the simplicity and godly sincerity
that marked the conduct and conversation of that dear man of God as he
took us from house to house, and from cottage to cottage, in that scat·
tered parish.
Dear Miss Groom, of Wisbeach, will recollect the occasion, and how
sweetly dear Daniel prayed for us in her house. In the following letter
(so characteristic of him, and of his yearnings over precious souls) he
refers to that vi,~it and to the scene of his labours : "Newton, Jlme 9.

"My DEA.R FRIEND,-I trust that your delay in Wisbeach did not inconvenience you in business matters. If we look at matters as our brother at
C-- does, we should say, 'All is well.' I have heard nothing about the
business we talked of, only I am quite sure that Mr. B-- was not intended.
TheiBishop is silent, for some reason unknown to me; but I am now more
than ever satisfied to leave it with the Lord. It is pleasing Him accorCling to
His gracious purpose to give us a blessing here in Newton, so clearly is He
prospering lne in my labours, that I should be well content to remain here a
long time. It is the confirmation which has brought out to notice what is
going on. It will be enough to say that I have been very strict in receiving
candidates, the gist of my private questions being, "What is your object in
desiring to be confu'med?" Those I most feared to admit have slipped off
easily, and seventeen, old and yOlmg, eleven men and six young women, gave
me to understand that they desired to belong to Christ, and to confess Him
before men. I had them all to tea in the evening after confirmation, and we
entered into general conversation the greater part of the time, and at the end
. I simply took a Bible-sitting at table with them, and expounded in a plain
manner the 27th Psalm, being the place where the Bible opened (according to
my custom); I spoke a little more, closed the book, and we knelt down, and
during prayer I thought there was solemnity; but there were tln'ee young
women afterwards so overcome, that I never saw the like, they seemed 'to
undergo the most intense suffering, and their weeping and sobbing was moving
beyond description. One of these is our own servant. This without the least
attempt on my part at excitement, or to induce it. This took place last
Tuesday. It was long before they could walk home. The next day they were
the same; able to attend to duties, hut weeping nearly all the day. We were
seeing them continually, but nothing seemed to comfort them that we could
say. On the Friday morning, our servant found peace in Jesus, tln'ough the
application of the words, 'Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,
of whom I a1l1 chief.' She is rejoicing in her Saviour. Another was longer in
trouble, and has had sorrow quite as deep. She wished to come to the Lord's
table. I discouraged her from it. I cannot see that it is an ordinance for
seekers, but a feast for those who have found the Lord. I therefore gave her
leave to remain in the church, and to come up to the table should the Lord
reveal Himself with power to her soul during service. She had caught at
truths many times, but felt longing for Cln'ist, and I did not fear her deceiving
herself. While I was reading the Gospel for the day, the words of our Saviour,
'Peace I give unto you, my peace,' &c., were so given to her, that she could rejoice
in a found Savour, and came to the table of the Lord weeping indeed, but with
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tears of joy. The other young person I have hardly been able to see; she is
with a dying father at a distance. I do not therefore know whether or not she
has found peace. There are some two or three of the young men whom I
believe to be earnest seekers. This matter has brought. others also· to my
knowledge who otherwise would never perhaps have had the courage to tell
me of their state of mind. A farmer's wife told me on Saturday that the only
thing she seemed really sure about was that she was not a Christian. These
marks of God's favour you may be sm'e are most blessed to me; the work,
however, of speaking to anxious souls is a very exhausting one at first; in fact,
so great was the sympathy acting upon me, that I felt something like them
until they fo~d peace with God. The hand of God will be seen, for such
things as these cannot escape observation: and true conversions are such
proofs of the truth of the Gospel that the carnal and worldly cannot with.
stand. I know you will be rejoiced to hear this beginning of blessings, and so
I have written this hasty letter. I am this morning very poorly from the
effects of yesterday's labours. After the evening service I have been very
unwell for two or three Sundays; and I am afraid I must give up all except
two full services. This I can manage with comfort, but my Sunday after·
noon class for young men must be given to my wife, and her class at school
to one who I trust is a sincere young person, awakened (I think) under
Mr. L--. Congregations are increasing still; on Sunday evenings the
church is well filled, and with many more than the whole population of
Newton. I mention all this to prove what you know already, that the Gospel
which we preach is God's truth, and will and must preniL I do not like the
idea of making these things public; they are too solemn for general circulation, and it is early yet to speak of a work at Newton; but, if any young
friend takes an interest in my work, I have no objection to your telling them
what I have wtitten to you. 'We shall see greater things than these.' My
text last night from Hosea vi. 3, 'Then shall we know,' &C. When the Lord
shall make manifest still further Hismighty power and love, Twill write.
" In Clu:istian love, believe me, with the same to Mrs. - - and family,
" Yom's in the Gospel of our precious Jesus,

"H. E.

"

DANIEL.

" Oh that you and I together might join to set Jesus on high! that we
might exalt Him, and set Him on His throne, in our Church of England! In
most places He is departed, and is not missed or inquired after; but we must
seek a commission from Him to speak His praises. If we speak a good word
f(Y/' Him now, we shall not want a good wordfrom Him when it will be prized
by all more than ten thousand worlds."
And now, at the early age of thirty·two, this dear man of God is, as we
commonly say, "cut off in the midst of his usefulness." God does indeed
move in a mysterious way, and bring us very often to feel how powerless
we are in His hands. He can do with or without us, as He pleases.
Divine sovereignty is stamped upon all His works and ways. Oh,
beloved, may these shocks and solemnities drive us nearer to Christ! The
suddenness of the stroke renders it more affecting. It is indeed a voice
from the tomb, saying, "By ye also ready." And, while nature weeps,
may it comfort us to think that we shall be reunited in heaven to dear
ones who have gone a little before us.
" Here kindred hearts are severed far and wide,
By many a weary mile of land and sea;
Or life's all·varied cares, and paths divide,
But yet a joyful gathering shall be.
The broken links repaired, the lost restored,
, So shall we be for ever with the Lord.' "

Bury St. Edmunds.

G. C.

,
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"BOUNDLESS LOVE."
A.CCOUNT OF THE LAST DAYS OF JANE.

By

A MISSIONARY.

(Goncltuktl f.·om page 99.)

AT my next visit I thought her mind was under a cloud. She asked if I
had somethin!t, to read to her. The h-Slli..1l.. ~Cllli..m.."1l..~\.1l..'?;
" When sickness and disease invade
This trembling house of clay," &c.,
was repeated, and I took occasion to give her some account of the
triumphant death of the eminent composer. It was a word in season, and,
like J acob, her spirit revived. " Yes," she observed, in her own impressive manner, "every word of that hymn is divine. I was much exhausted
yesterday," she continued, "but at night I had a doze, and when I awoke
I felt such a peace; oh it was delightful! Lord, complete Thy work in
me before I go hence." She really loved prayer. Alter such seasons she
would observe, "I feel better now; I seem to have another ,spirit." Once
I read the lD3rd Psalm-" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul." "Yes," she said,
"that is it."
"Who forgiveth all thine iniquities." Here she was
almost overcome with emotion, and repeated the words very tenderly. I
referred to the way in which she was brought to Christ, when she
observed, "I was frightened of hell. I could get no rest at night. My
thoughts were all on eternity. A little trust was given me, with much
fear. I was then led sincerely to desire Christ. God struck me a light.
It was wretched till the light broke. I do not doubt my Saviour. I have
no doubts about His saving me." And, as if her whole soul was engaged
in the subject, added, "If He had not loved me with a boundless love,
such a leper, so filthy, He could not have saved." Again, looking at her
past life, "There is no drink in the long eternity of hell to cool a parched
tongue or satisfy the burning thirst. . . I knocked for mercy, yes, I
knocked for mercy, and surely such a sinner, 'such a leper, never knocked
before; and He opened to me, and took me in His arms. Precious Jesus!
I shall praise Him for ever. . . How different it used to be with me.
If anyone had come in, and I had had the Bible in my hand, I would have
hid it, I would have thrown it away directly; but I love to hear it now."
At my next visit she appeared considerably better, and began to tellme
how ill she had been the previous night. " The neighbours came in and
wished me to send for the minister, expecting I should die. I knew the
minister could do nothing; he cannot save me. But they know no better.
I don't know whether I did right, but, as soon as I had recovered a little
I spoke to them about drink, death, the terrors of hell, and eternity"
(emphasizing each word), "and, as a dying woman, told them there would
be no drink there. I seemed to have supernatural strength given me,
and I did not speak to them in any half-way manner; I warned them very
earnestly. They don't know what it is to feel the love of Jesus; but I
have been forgiven." One of them for whose benefit the warning was
chiefly intended, observed to me the next day, "I never heard anything
so solemn in my life. No minister could preach like that."
One day, as she was looking out of the window, which is much darkened
by surrounding buildings, she observed, "I can see just a little sky.
" , When I look up to yonder sky,
So pure, so bright, so wondrous high,
I think of One I cannot see,
But One who sees and cares for me.'
M
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He cares for all; He does not forget a bit of moss in the desert." She
once showed me her sister's portrait, remarking, "I think of my bad
k~atn.\.~1.\.t "f h.~~ n.()",. I })~",n.~d. h.~~ ~l()i;,h.~\',. A.n.d. \',h.~ "''O.\', '0. 'i;()()d. \',1.",t~~.
. . . "Vho would have thought of this a year ago? How true it is that
God works all His works in His own time.
" 'He moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform.'
How sweet it is simply to love Jesus, and entirely to trust Him. He does
not drive His-sheep; He leads them, yea, carries them in His bosom. The
Lord supports me. I want to love Jesus more. What is my love to His!
What He must have borne!"
Her memory was surprising. All the passages of Scripture and hymns
which she had committed to memory when a child at school (no inconsiderable number of each) she could now quote as readily as on the day
she first learned them. She said they had been brought back again to
her mind, and supplied her with subjects for prayer and praise. The
hymn commencing"Je1i\\\\:\, lo"e~ ()"1 my 1i\(ml,"
was often quoted, sometimes with the remark, "How suitable it was to
her case."
-

We al'e now Dl'awing neal' iJw enD. A few mDl'e Days and

nel'

"anaTt'

will be acoomplished. She sank rapidly. Her state of mind is still best
ascertained from her own words. " No fear! no fear! I have been to
Gethsemane-to Calvary. I have no fears, no doubts of my blessed
Saviour." On my observing that the tempter would harass her if permitted, she said, "Yes; he was here before you came; but I told him,
No, no, and asked the Lord to come to me. He strikes at the weakest
part. The pain in my side does not cease a moment; but my Redeemer's
side was pierced for me-for wretched me. Oh that He would perfect His
salvation, that I might praise Him as He deserves. I cannot now as I
would. Oh for the wings of a dove, that I might flyaway and be at rest."
The pain in her side continued lmtil death, and her bodily sufferings "IIere
very great. Observing this one day, I said, "You will be better to-morrow;" meaning,~I hoped she would. Her answer I shall not soon forget.
'~If it is the Lord's will. I should be a wretch to repine at His wise
dealings with me. It is all in love. He will not lay any more on me
than I can bear. Glory be to His holy name." I had not measured the
strength of her faith and entire submission to the divine will. "Surely
it is meet to be said unto God, I have borne chastisement, I will not offend
any more; that which I know not teach Thou me; if I have done
iniquity, I will do no more" (Job =xiv. 31, 32). This passage seems tD
express her sentiments at this trying moment. God gave her unusual
patience. Few sufferers have been more destitute of outward comforts,
and very few perhaps more free n.·om a murmuring spirit. " Lord, take
all carking cares away. I have been enabled to give up my husband and
children; God will take care of them. My dear Saviour is all tD menow," shows the state of her mind as she drew nearer to her final rest.
Friday, Feb. 3.-Visited J ane for the last time, and found her very ill.
She related the conflict she had had the previous night. "Tile tempter
came last night, telling me God would not save me. I said to him, No,
no. The Lord gave me much power to call for help. I did not parley
with him. I have been to Gethsemane, I have been to Calvary," repeat-
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ing the words several times, as if all her hope was in them, She told me
also that afterwards some one came to see her, and spoke sweetly about
Jesus. She appeared much ex;hausted, and asked me to pra.y with her.
The last words I heard her utter were for a blessing on myself-" The
.
Lord be with you."
The next day while on my way to see her, I met a neighbour who
informed me of her death. She lived but a few hours after my last visit,
and these I learned were spent in breathings and supplications to Him
who is able to save. She entered heaven with prayer: "Take me to
Thyself, blessed Lord! Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!" In these and
similar petitions she breathed out her soul. A few minutes before her
departure, having folded her hands on her breast in a praying posture she
repeated,
.
" Jesus, lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the billows near me roll ;
While the tempest still is high;
Ride me, 0 my Saviour, hide,
Till the storm of life is past ;"
and after a pause,
" Safe into the haven guide;
o receive my soul at last."
And after another pause, in the language of Stephen, " Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit!" When she had said this, without a struggle or a sigh
she fell aslee-p. Thus died J ane, Feb. 4, 1865, aged twenty-eight years.
She leaves behind a husband and two children; may they live to profit
by her dying example, and to receive an answer to her prayers.
This simple narrative speaks both to parents and teachers of the young.
To parents: let the minds of your children be stored with God's word in
their earliest years, for this is likeliest to be a blessing to them when you
are gone. See the value of such early acquired knowledge in the subject
of these pages, as she lay on her dying bed destitute of everything the
world calls good. In her case also may Christian teachers see the truth
of those words of the Saviour, "One soweth and another reapeth." God's
word sown in faith shall not lack a harvest, and the time is coming when
not only the reaper shall rejoice, but also he who sowed the precious
seed. Jesus will confess the names of all His servants before His Father,
which will be cause for rejoicing through all eternity.
In Jane's conversion we see, moreover, an answer to prayer. For a
length of time before her sister's death J ane was the subject of her fervent
prayers. She did not live to see her petitions granted, but, 'as in the case
of Daniel, "From the first her words were heard;" and the Lord, who
had given the prayer of faith, likewise gave the answer in His own good
time. How many such answers to prayer are there on record to testify to
the faithfulness of God in His promises, and to strengthen the hearts of
His children in the exercise of this inestimable privilege. And how does
this example of the power of the Gospel address those who are labouring
to make that Gospel known in the world. It is true, that many turn a
deaf ear to it, and continue to do so, notwithstanding all that God has
done for them both in mercy and warning. These are still in the downward road, more hopeless apparently than ever. To these Christ has
neither form nor comelineBs that they should desire Him. But let him
11
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that hath God's word speak that word faithfully. What is the chaff to
the wheat? saith the Lord. He has promised it divine success. -While
some turn away from the truth, others are led to hear it as a joyful sound,
and henceforth walk in the light. The conversion of only one sinner
should cause joy on earth, even as it does in heaven.
Let all contemplate the freeness and power of divine rgrace. It
extends to the greatest sinners. It reaches to many who appear to be
furthest from God. It transforms them by the renewing of their mind.
It makes the.Saviour above all other things precious. It brings deliverance from sin, and dominion over it. It puts -a bright hope of immortality
into the soul. It converts the deepest poverty and want into a rich estate.
It gives peace and triumph in death, and, to crown all, glory everlasting.
GLEANINGS.
THE 119th Psalm is divided into two-and-twenty sections, according to
the Hebrew alphabet, and therefore fitly called a holy alphabet for Zion's
scholars-the ABO of godliness.
In prospe'rity we forget our mortality.
God's aim in afflicting His children is either to keep them from sin, or,
when they have sinned, to bring them to repentance for it, and from it.
God has two furnaces-the furnace of affliction and the furnace of hellfire; if the first furnace will not purge us, the second -will everlastingly
consume us.
Labour, when afflicted, to know the meaning of God's rod.
When the cause of a disease is discovered, it is half cured.
Let us labour that the good we reap by our afflictions may abide upon
su after our recovery f.ro~. them.
We should pray that God would make us good scholars in the school of
affliction.
Paul was turned from a persecuting Saul to a persecuted Paul.
Rocks and stones, by hewing and polishing, may be made fit for a
building, but there are some men who by no affiictions will be amended.
The mountains melt at the presence of the Ijord, and the rocks rend
asunder when He is angry. But there are some who have made their faces
harder than the rocks and the mountains, and are not at all affected
with God's anger.
If the best of saints are subject in their life to many great and tedious
afflictions, then let us - expect them, prepare for them, and improve
them.
God has th.ree houses-one for insh'uetion, another for correction, and
a third for destruction.
It was not the clay and the spittle that cured the blind man, but Christ
anointing his eyes with it.
God willingly provides for his child, but punishes him unwillingly.
God scourgeth with a whip made out of our own sins.
It is observed of the bee, that it never stings but when it is provoked;
so God never afflicts but out of pure necessity.
There were many in Ohrist's time who would never know Him, or come
to Him, but for bodily diseases.
As long as the sea was calm, His disciples suffered Ohrist to sleep; but,
when there were like to be drowned, they awoke Him with a "Master,
save us; we perish! "
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THE DAY OF HUMILIATION IN OARLISLE DIOOESE.
THE Lord Bishop of the Diocese having (says the Carlisle Patrjot) recommended that Friday, the 12th January, should be observed as a day of
humiliation and prayer on account of the cattle plague now raging, the
day was accordingly observed in Oarlisle in the following manner. In the
forenoon there was service at the cathedral at eleven o'clock, at which the
Bishop attended _. and preached. There was a large congregation, including the clergy of the town and some also from the neighbourhood and
most of the principal families in the town and surrounding district. The
Bishop took for his text J onah 3rc} chapter and 9th verse, "Who can tell
if God will turn and repent, and turn away from His fierce anger, that we
perish not?" and the 4th chapter and 11 th verse, "And should not I
sl)are Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand
persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand;
and also much cattle?" His lordship, after remarking on the light
which the Old Testament afforded respecting God's moral government of
nations, and showing how national sins were invariably followed by
national judgments, inasmuch as nations could only be dealt with in the
present life, whilst reward or punishment, in the case of individuals, was
principally reserved for a future life, proceeded to speak of the national
sins denounced by the prophets in the Old Testament, which might in
general be classed under three heads-sins of the people, sins of the
priests, and sins of the rulers. He then noticed the remarkable nature
of the visitations which had of late fallen on this country. How four
years ago the commercial prosperity of the 'country had been affected by
the cutting off of the supply of cotton, and now by this fearful cattle
plague tp.e agricultural interests, in which we especially prided ourselves,
were threatened with ruin, which could leave no doubt but that God had a
controversy with the land. That it behoved us, therefore, to consider our
ways, and to inquire into the sins which at the present time may be supposed to have brought down the judgments of God upon us, so that we
might repent and turn from them. His lordship then considered the
national sins of the present day under the heads above enumerated.
Under the head of sins of the people, whilst acknowledging with thankfulness the excellent example of decorum and morality set by the Queen
and Royal Family, he referred to the prevalent immorality, dissipation,
and looseness of manners in the higher classes of society, which compelled
even the secular newspapers to speak out, and denounce the encouragement given to glittering sin. He noticed also the dishonesty and startling
frauds which have lately been so rife, the deeds of bloodshed and murder
with which the papers have lately been full, and especially noticed
the unchastity and inebriety for which the northern counties have
obtained so unhappy a notoriety. As regards sins of the priests, whilst
acknowledging with thankfulness the faithful preaching of the pure
Gospel which was now so widely prevalent, yet, notwithstanding, there
was the startling fact that men of the first mark in the Ohurch were
endeavouring to effect a union with the apostate Ohurch of Rome and
other corrupt Ohurches, and to bring back this Ohurch and nation under
the yoke of the apocalyptic Babylon, from which they had been delivered
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at the blessed Reformation. And how also other men of foremost rank
and position in the ministry were engaged in attacking the authority and
inspiration of the Scriptures, and in endeavouring to undermine the
foundations of the faith, and do away with all distinctive doctrine in our
Church. In noticing the sins of the rulers, whilst also acknowledging
as a ground of the highest commendation and thankfulness, how the rulers
of this country in the present day laid themselves out more than any
former rulers for the benefit of the ruled, as far as regarded their temporal
and intellectual interests, yet we could not be blind to the fact how equal
support and encouragement were given to the various forms of heresy as
to the true religion, and how, also, poison was dissaminated, at the cost of
. the State, in our army and navy and public institutions, by supporting' out
of the public purse the teaching of Romanism and other forms of e1'1'or,
and thus treating all religions alike. The right reverend prelate concluded
by drawing from the case of Nineveh, as recorded in the prophet J onah,
instructions and encouragement for this cOlmtry in the present crisis,
showing how, if we followed the example of Nineveh, and turned to God
with humiliation and prayer, repenting also of and putting a"llay our
sins, we might confidently hope that the Lord "IIould act as He did then,
and would now also turn and repent, and turn away from His fierce
anger, that we perish not; remarking also on the especial mention made
by God of the "much cattle," sho"lling how even they "IIere the subj ects
of His providential care, and would not wantonly be made to suffer by
Him. At the conclusion of the discourse a collection "IIas made towards a
fund for relieving the sufferers in this city from the loss of their cattle, to be
administered by the Dean and the Mayor, when the amount of £21 7s. 6d.
was obtained. In the evening all the churches in the city were open, and
special services held, and sermons on the subject preached by the several
ministers. The very reverend the Dean preached at St. Mary's parish
church a most able and powerful discourse, which was listened to with the
utmost attention by a considerable congregation. ,Ye are given to understand that the Bishop's sermon will shortly appear in print, his lordship
having been requested to publish it, and having kindly complied with this
request.
A PASTORAL WORD BY THE INOUMBENT OF THE NEW
CHUROH OF ST SIMON,
Now IN COURSE Q}' ERECTION AT SOUTHSEA, NEAR PORTSMOUTH.
B]'.l.<lYF,1) ]'1.\.1]'.1'(1)\1,,-Wh.at f~~l\~~\l, ~f \l,~"t"()"\)'\l,~~\% th."\l, t"m.~ ?",?.."k~l\\', I.
Looking back upon the course of the departed year, we are reminded of
circumstan{)es and events which have made many "IIeep, and which bid us
not forget that the tenure by which "lie hold our choicest earthly treasures is
very, very frail. And, entering on another period ofthis brief, uncertain life,
the undiscoverable future, even more than the unfolded past, occupies the
mind, and makes it serious. But, though serious, the true believer does
not despair. The review of the past supplies too many occasions for devout
thankfulness and hearty praise; and these encourage a happy confidence
for the future. His past is radiant with mercies; his future is lit up
with the bright light of hope; and the "IIord of his God and Saviouronr watchword for the year just ended-bids him" Be not afraid; only
believe."
•
I have sought to be guided in the selection of a motto for 1866, that
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I might choose one suited to these remarkable times, and to the circumstances in which we may be placed in the course of the year. What
these may be, the Lord alone knows. It seems to me that Satan's one
great aim is to induce men to turn a deaf ear to the word of God. He
is willing enough that they should listen to the voice of indifference,
or the voice of unsanetified reason, or the voice of the Church, or any
voice which in effect cries, "Peace, peace," when there is no peace.
But, as to the voice of God, he is ever suggesting thoughts of incredulity, whi~pering, as of old, "Yea, hath God said?" And, in this
way, thousands and tens of thousands "fall into the condemnation of
the devil." But the man of wisdom, whose ear God hath.opened, will
hear the Lord's voice. In the word-in providences-in judgmentsin every event-he listens. for the voice of God. This is the posture
becoming the servant of the Lord at all times, but never more than
now, when the spirit of Antichrist is abroad, and a refiIlecl infidelity is
seeking to undermine the one foundation of our holy faith-the inspired
word of Goel. I propose, therefore, as our motto for 1866, the reso·
lution of the Psalmist, "I '\fill hear what God the Lord will speak"
(Psalm l=xv. 8). And may He give us grace to listen for His voice
With a mind willing and prepared to follow it, and we shall find that" He
will speak peace unto His people, and to His saints i" and
" The changes that will surely come
We need not fear to see."
I have lately observed, with feelings of thankfulness and joy, a marked
increase in the attendance at our fortnightly prayer meetings. It makes
me hope that God is about to pour out more abundantly His blessing upon
us. Prayer is the forerunner of mercy. May it be that He is going to
give more striking testimony to the word of His grace in our midst,
making it effectual by His SlJirit to the conversion of many souls, amI to
the spiritual gro'lfth and well-being of them whom He hath called? Oh,
for more conversions! My believing brethren, pray-pray without ceasing
-for more conversions. Pray for your minister, that he may be filled
with the Holy Ghost; for only so can his ministry tend to the glory of
God and the salvation and edification of the people of his charge.
We have just now an urgent and special call to assemble ourselves
together. The judgments of God have come very near us. Our cattle are
dying of a pestilential disease; and there appears to be considerable
ground for the opinjon that the dreaded cholera is only standing off till a
warmer season shall return and invite its nearer approach. Let us meet
together to plead for our highly-favoured but sin-laden land, that our God
will have mercy upon it, for His great name's sake. Has He not said,
" Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify me? " And have not the cries of His believing, praying people
often and often been the means of averting His judgments?
I have noticed another thing with thankfulness. Though the efforts of
the congregation in behalf of the new church have been steadily main·
tained throughout the year, our congregational collections for other
objects have not in any case been less, and in most instances have been
more, than they were the year before. Thus let us go on, only sowing
more and more bountifully. Let us never fear to scatter with liberal
hand, as God hath prospered us. "There is that scattereth, and yet
increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth
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to poverty. The -liberal soul shall be made fat; and he that watereth shall
be watered also himself" (Prov. xi. 24, 25). The way to be helped ourselves is to try to help others. Be not unmindful, beloved, of " the words
of the Lord Jesus, how He said, It is more blessed to give than to receive."
I thus urge increased liberality to the cause of God, because "I desire
fruit that may abound to your account."
As to the new church, I have every reason to thank God and take
courage. Looking back, I find abundant occasion to raise an "Ebenezer,"
and say, "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." Looking onward, shall
we not encourage ourselves in the same all-sufficient, faithful, unfailing
God, and say, "Jehovah-jireh-the Lord will provide"? Accept my
hearty thanks for your kind co-operation hitherto. It has often cheered
me to find the boxes, suggested in my last year's address, so "ell supported. At the end of the year their weekly contents continued to average
as much as when the year commenced.
In conclusion, I would express my very fervent desire, first, that many,
who at the co=encement ofthe year have nothing more than the name and
form of Christianity, may, ere its course is finished, be made the devoted
servants and disciples of Christ; and, secondly, that this may be a year of
great grace to all the Lord'.s people, that they may have an ever-deepening
sense of their nothingness, poverty, and need, and an ever-growing
acquaintance with the unsearchable riches of Christ-may li,e more and
more out of themselves, and more simply upon the fulness of Jesus by
faith. So, dear brethren, shall we live happily, bring forth much fruit,
be prepared for every event, and be " waiting for the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ;" and, whatever the sufferings and sorrows of the way,
"when His glory shall be revealed we shall be glad with exceeding joy."
Your affectionate friend and pastor,

.",:

FREDERICK BALDEY.

UNION OF THE CHURCHES.
THE Bishop of Ripon, in a speech he made at Leeds, remarking on the
recent efforts for the reunion of Christendom, said: "We hear much said
in the present day about the desirableness of union, and there are those
who have openly avowed an earnest wish to bring about a union between
our own Church and the Church of Rome on the one hand and the Greek
Church on the other. I am for union, but it must be a union based upon
the truth of God's word. The only unity which I can desire to promote is
that unity of the Spirit for which "e constantly pray, in the bond of peace
and in righteousness of life. In my judgment, to urge union between our
own Church and an apostate and erroneous Church upon any other condition whatever than the renunciation of her errors on the part of that
Church is an act of treason to God's truth. Let those who wish for union
with Rome or with the Greek Church make what efforts they can, and may
God speed their efforts to induce the Church of Rome or the Greek Church
to throw off those errors against "hich our Reformers and we, as their
successors, protest. But till the Church of Rome will renounce those
doctrines against which we contend as hostile to God's truth, as conhary
to His revealed Word, our only befitting language, as members of the
Church of England, must be, 'No peace with Rome.' "
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[We admire the outspokenness of the Bishop of Ripon, and heartily
desire that the whole Bench of Bishops would assume an equally bold front
against the apostacy. Let their watchword be-what it ought to be"No peace with Rome."~ED. G. M.]

l]iIgrim

. '\

"

~ap£rs,

JABEZ'S PRAYER.
" And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh tll-at Tholt woulilest bless
me inrlffed, and enlarge my coast, and that Thine hand might be with me, and
that Thou woulile~t keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God
granted him that which he reqlwsted;"-1 CHIlDN-. iv. 10.
WE shall notice a few of the featmes of this prayer, remarkable alike for
its simplicity, its earnestness, and its success.
1. It was the prayer of faith-inwrought, and therefore effectual.
J abez prayed unto the Lord his God; not to a strange God, nor to God as
a stranger, but to the Lonl his God. Then he knew the Lord to be his
God. How did he know this? By faith. The Lord haa revealed Himself to Israel as their God, and he, as an Israelite indeed, believed, and
his faith, like his father Abraham's, was accounted to him: for righteousness; therefore he called upon the Lord I,is God. Blessed soul, indeed, is
that who can thus approach the living God, "My God, my strength, my
salvation!" Such faith is not common; it is rare. Many there are who
draw near to God, few who in lively faith approach Him in the spirit of
adoption, crying, "Abba, Father!" This is the cry put into the hearts
of all His redeemed, sooner or later-the cry of faith: "He that cometh
to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him." The Scriptures are full of encouragement to such
real, earnest seekers after God, and we may observe it is in the natme of
faith, of the operation' of God the Holy Ghost, to seek its Divine Author.
All God's works praise Him, but His saints, His holy ones, bless Himnot with the mouth only, but in the heart. True worship, whether prayer
or praise, is connected with the sanctifying of the Lord of Hosts Himself.
Jesus said, "I have set the Lord always before my face:" and as we have
part with Him, which we do in all spiritual worship (for without Him we
can do nothing), so shall we. J abez called upon the Lord his God-not
his Creator simply, nor his Preserver, which He'is to all men, but his Godwhich leads us to observe that God is the God of His people by His own
sovereign and gracious act, arising out of His almighty love, and by covenant which He has made for and on behalf of them; and out, of that
divine arrangement springs all om blessedness; so that Jabez's faith'
entered into the very natme and perfections, as well as the wonderful
works of God. Men of sense and reason, dei;ltitute of faith, attempt to
find God in nature, and through His works to behold Him.; but how
many have been wrecked in these dangerous seas, while not one" by
searching has ever found out God." "The world by wisdom kn.ew not
God." No; not in His works is God to be known as the object of love
and worship,· but in His Word in Christ Jesus; and to J abez He was
sufficiently :revealed to enable him by precious faith to embrace Him, and
call Him" his God." To us He is known in the Scriptmes, and, by the
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Holy Spirit's teaching, we learn to lisp His name, and to call Him
" Father," to draw near to Him by Jesus Olu.'ist, by whom alone men can
come to the Father: "No man cometh unto the Father but by me." Oh
for a clearer knowledge, a brighter view of His glorious person, and then His
wonderiul works will be esteemed by us as evidences and manifestations
of His power and Godhead, affording us at the same time food for contemplation and cause for gratitude.
2. It was earnest prayer-" Oh, that Thou wouldest bless me indeed,"
&c.; it came ft-om the heart of hearts, written there by the finger of God
in lines of love and grace; it came bmning from his lips as the expression
of his soul's desire, not as too many of our formal petitions arise to God,
cold as stone. He felt the need of God's blessing; that without it he was
poor, miserable, blind, and naked; that he must have it, or for ever
remain in that condition; that God had promised to those "l\ho called
upon Him, and would be waited on for it. He wrestled with his God as
J acob did: "I will not let Thee go except Thou bless me." Oh that Thon
wouldest! All prayer inwrought is earnest; it is fire consuming; it is
leaven active and diffusive-two sweet emblems of true prayer; it is a cry
to God, oftentimes plaintive, always sincere. The Lord will have us in
earnest with Him; B;e is not offended by om importunity; He regards
our affliction when He hears our cry, nor does He forget the cry of the
humble-oh, no !-but register3 their complaints and fulfils theiipetitions.
3. It was not selfish prayer. It may seem to have been selfish:
"Lord, bless me, keep me." It was addressed to the Lord on his o"l\n
behalf, truly; but consider his standing, his relations, his occupations,
and you will observe that in the blessing he should receive ft'om the Lord
many would share. This is true of thee, Ohristian. None liveth f01' himself. If the Lord pour into thy lap the blessings of providence, is it for
thine own use? No; He treats thee as a steward whom He has found
faithful; take care that His trust in thee is not misplaced; but it cannot
be, if in giving He blesses thee. In giving to some, He cmses in the
gift. Dreadful thought! The fault is not in Him, but in the receiver,
who turns God's honey into gall. Do observe, Jabez asks the Lord first
to bless him, then to increase him, then to guard him, and finally to preserve him, conscious that all increase would be Ms bane but for God's
blessing, which maketh truly rich; that he would soon misuse and prostitute the blessings bestowed but for the hand of God upon and mth him in
the use and distribution of the goods entrusted to him; and, finally, he
knew that evil without and within would beset him the more as he "l\as
increased in possessions and influence. Hence his prayer to be kept from
evil, that it might not grieve him; and what, may we not say, is a greater
evil than covetousness taking possession of a man's heart ,,-hom God has
prospered in the world? It was not, then, a selfish prayer. The selfish
prayer is described by J ames, when we ask amiss, that we may consume
It on our lusts.
.
4. It was a comprehensive prayer. If it had been expressly made for
the family of God, it could not ha,e better suited their every case.
Perhaps there is not one who has ever heard it who has not made use of
it as e};:pressive of the real state and desires of the soul. It comprehends
all things a Qlu-istian can desjre of God-His blessing; that special blessing which He gives by covenant and by oath as "our God." increase,
whether of necessaI-y things for this life or needful grace: and who
that has travelled many years in the Divine life but has found necessities
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of both kinds, guidance and guardianship? " That Thine hand may be
with me." Surely there is none, however heavy that hand may be, would
have it otherwise, than with him. The Lord's hand is not against His
people, but it is against His adversaries; they know little of the weight
of His hand now, but hereafter they will know it to their SOTI'OW. Many
of God's people have been constrained to cry out, "Thy hand was heavy
upon me;" but, my brother in tribulation, was it not underneath thee as
well? Oh, yes! it was with 'thee then, and not against thee; and it was
in the exercise of His guardianship that He afflicted thee, shutting thee
up in the Valley of Achor, that by thy rebellion thou mightest not 8'in
beyond hope of reCOV81·y. No doubt, young believer, in answering this
request, as in the Wl'iter's case so may it be in thine-it may be by terrible
things in righteousness; yet fear not, be not dismayed; the rod is not in
wrathful anger, but in mercy.
And, finally, the petition J abez put up for preservation from evil is
one we often feel the need of. Evil surrounds us, dwells in us; when we
would do good, evil is present with us; it is the most subtle of all our
foes; the heart is deceitful above all things, and we have need to be kept
from it; we cannot keep ourselves, therefore, with J abez, we ask God
to keep us, because His promise runs thus, "He will keep the feet
of His saints," freed from the bondage of sin and Satan. The soul
desires to be freed from the presenCe of, both. This does not consist
with God's plan. At present we must contend with these our enemies,
but woe unto us if we contend in our own strength. Better far to cast
ourselves on God, and red in Him.
5. It was effectual prayer; it reached the ear and entered the heart of
the Father of mercies, and God-his God-granted Jabez that which he
requested. Oh, what songs of praise have arisen to God from hearts
filled with joy in answer to inwrought, effectual prayer. A worm asks,
God grants. Oh, what condescension! May I approach with humble
faith, adoring love, eal'llest supplication, and expect, believe, the Lord
will HEAR. Oh, yes! And so may you, disconsolate, sorrowful 'one,
doubt not the God of J acob, the Wrestler, regardeth thee, and will
W. T.
remember thee, and comfort thee. Farewell.

HOMEWARD BOUND.
IT is no small mercy to the poor, waywol'll traveller, to have a good home
in prospect, after the toils attendant upon a wilderness state are done
with, "the winter past, and the rain over and gone;" happy those who,
with the Apostle, can say, and from the same well-grounded confidence,
"For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved,
we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens." But what a painful contrast to this is the state of those whose
prospects are confined within the narrow boundaries of a time-state; no
hope beyond it. How vastly different the state of the believer-though
even they have enoug'h, day by day, to weigh them down, while passing
through the .great and terrible wilderness; but it will and must be so,
more or less, with all Zion's travellers; yet let them know assuredly, for
their everlasting comfort, that as their setting out was good, the end will
be abundantly glorious, though they, poor things, may have a thousand
fears to the contrary; yet they have the oath and promise of God on their
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side, so that they may have a strong consolation who have fled, or are
fleeing to Jesus for refuge; it is, therefore, but of small moment, really,
as to whoever may oppose them. Opposition there certainly will be from
the world, the flesh, and the devil, but these are all enemies in chains, and
which they cannot go one link beyond; they are conquered foes by the
giant Captain of our salvation; Re has overcome them all, and exhorts
Ris people to be of "good cheer" on that account (John xvi. 33). 'Tis
true we shall not find a state of uninterrp-pted rest here, though there is a
proneness in us to be looking for it, even while experience and the Word
of God are pQint blank against its attainment; but, as Kent sings,
" Your days of trial, then,
Are all ordained by heaven,
IT he appoints their number ten,
You ne'er shall have eleven."
Every trial we pass through is just one more off the score, thus leaving
the number less and less, till, by and by, the last of all shall be passed,
even death itself, the believer then entering on that eternal state of rest
and blessedness which remaineth for the people of God. But, previous
to that, there certainly IS a state of rest which the regenerated child of
God does actually entel' into here, as saith the Apostle (Reb. iv. 3), "For
we which have believed do enter into rest." Yes, they do nO"\l enter into
Christ by faith, and find Rim to be their" rest and their refreshing."
And this state of blessedness is certainly one that
" Calls for songs of loudest praise,"
it does so indeed j and whoso offereth praise glorifieth the God of salvation; and what can be sweeter employment? But with regard to uninterrupted rest here, let us not expect it, or disappoint..nent will be the
sure consequence, seeing that all things below are polluted. I have often
thought of the rem:1rks made, some years ago, by a good old minister in
London, when addressing believers of different ages and stages. Re was
speaking, from the 42nd Psalm, of the poor hunted hart panting after
the water-brooks. To the believer young in years, and of little experience, he said thus: "You, my young friends, have your trials, your
peculiar difficulties to encounter day by day, and may be often saying to
yourselves, 'Well, it will not be thus with me much longer j I shall presently change my state, and be more comfortably settled in life, ha,e a
good business of my own, and then all will be well.' But," said the
preacher, "depend upon it, that as mth the poor hunted hart, so mth
thee-' the hounds will be after you there.' Others," he obser,ed, "may
be present, who have long had to contend with busines~ hials, losses, and
crosses, and may also be saying, 'Well, it mu not be so much longer ;'
hoping soon to retire from the "\lorry and bustle of business scenes
altogether, so as to settle down in rest and quietude for the remainder of
their days; but," he added, "you may take it for certain that' the hounds
will be after you there.' " Often have I thought of the good man's "\lords,
having proved the truth of them over and over again. Yet, through
mercy, all is well; faith can say that, even when the poor feelings are
running high in a contrary direction. But this particular part of experience seems to be so puzzling to some people. How any person can
mourn and rejoice at the same time they cannot conceive. They can easily
comprehend how one may" sometimes rejoice, and sometimes mourn;"
and certainly there requires no very great amount either of kno"\lledge or
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experience to take in that idea. It is, however, very certain that Paul
went much beyond that when addressing the Corinthian believers" as .
so:r?~ful, yet always rejoicing," well knowing that the ground of their
reJOlcmg was good, and always the same. Mr. Hart also chimes in well
with the Apostle here, when he says" A sinner may repent 'and sing,
Rejoice, and be ashamed."
and that, too, .at one and the same moment. I could, if need were, produce numerous extracts in confu'mation of that sentiment from some of
the most eillinent divines that have ever lived since the days of the
apostles, but I do not deem it necessary. May the blessing of the Lord
accompany that which is written, and to Him be all the praise.
H.H.
WHA.T TO PRAY FOR.
LET us ask Him : I. To make us gratefully conscious of the many, many signal blessings
with which our highly-favoured country is crowned. Blessings of peace,
prol;]perity, plenty, safety, liberty-but, above all, an open Bible and a
free pulpit.
H. To give us grace to love and honour Him, in and through His
adorable Son, the Lord Jesus Christ; to receive His word with joy; and
to bring forth the fruits of righteousness to the praise and glory of His
name.
HI. That we may never be ashamed or afraid to acknowledge Him, in
a full and free profession of our faith before the world, and to testify to
the genuineness and power of His grace, in a consistent and practical protest against everything offensive to His holiness, and inconsistent with His
truth..
IV. To teach us by His Holy Spirit all things which He has been
pleased to reveal in His Word-even all the counsel of God in Christ.
To show us our natural ignorance, blindness, and folly, so that we may
distrust all the suggestions of our own hearts and intellects, and accept
only as true God's inspired testimony of Himself, and of His counsels in
reference to sinners of mankind.
V. That Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith. That He may be
precious to us above all'things; and that nothing may tempt us to put
dishonour upon Him, either by any attempt on our part to lower the
standard of the cross to' suit men's tastes or prejudices, or to identify
ourselves with those who mutilate His word and pervert His doctrine.
VI. That we may have grace to spend and be spent for the name of
Jesus; counting all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Him, and for the opportunity to work, fight, and suffer, if need be, in His
name.
VII. That God would protect our beloved country from popery, infidelity,
and a carnalized christianity. That faithful ministers may be multiplied,
to teach and preach Jesus Christ; and that Satan's present endeavour to
.
deprive us of our Reformation blessings may be frustrated.
VIII. That our beloved Queen and. all the members of the Royal Family
may be preserved from false doctrine, scepticism, and all unfaithfulness to
Him by whom" kings reign and princes decree justice."
IX. That a spirit of national contrition for sin, and genuine humiliation
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before God, may be granted to us as a people, so that God may remove His
chastening hand from us, and avert the judgments which we righteously
deserve.
X. That all Ohristian institutions in our land for the spread of the
Gospel at home and abroad may be kept pure and made effective.
XI. That all sectarian bitterness, clamour, and evil speaking, may be
put away from among us, with all malice, and that we may not be allowed
to delude ourselves with the idea that we are fighting for Ohrist when we
are fighting for self.
.
XII. To make us as a nation conscious of the blessings enjoyed in
a weekly day of rest, and of the folly as well as wickedness of seeking to
be wiser than Him who knows our need physically and spiritually, and has
provided a season of relaxation from mental and bodily excitement, "hen
the wants of the body may be replenished-the strain on the mental
powers may be relieved-and when, in the case of those taught to
meditate on God's creation and Ohrist's resurrection, the spirit may be
refreshed and strengthened for conflict-with sin and self, collision with the
world, and endurance of the many trials and temptations that beset the
Ohristian's path.
XIII. To make us humble, submissive, and contented, in "hatever
state of life He is pleased to place us, realizing our pilgrimage state, and
"setting our affections on things above,- not on things on the earth"
(001. ill. 2).
XIV. To give us increasing faith in His redemption "ark, in J esllS, in
His promises, in His providences, in His covenant love, wisdom, and
power, and in Oill' individual and ·eternal interest in the triumphs and
glorie's of the cross and the sepulchre.
XV. That we may be at all times in the spirit of prayer, recognizing
the mercy seat, and" the new and living way," made to it "through the
vail, that is to say, the flesh of Jesus" (Heb. x. 20). That the Spirit may
always witness with om spirit that we are children of God, so that" Abba,
Father" may be ever on om lips.
XVI. To give us to feel from year to year that we are" growing in
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist"
(~ Peter ill. 18); that all evil affections are dying in us, and that all
things belonging to the Spirit are living and growing in us; that we are
becoming less anxious about the world and the things of the "orId; less
engrossed by objects of earthly love, and more ready to "rise up " "hen
Jesus calls, "and come away."
~--,/
XVII. To make us ready for the coIni-ng and kingdom of J esllS; to keep
us loyally devoted to our King, and to awaken and sustain within us that
spiritual hungering and thirsting for Him, and everything contained in
Him, that om souls shall ever be on tiptoe expectation of His arrival, and
of om "entrance abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Ohrist" (2 Peter i. 11).
S. A. WALKER.
PREOIOUS BLOOD.
TWICE, and we believe twice only, dming His ministration on earth, did
our Lord refer to His :BLOOD-in John vi., and when He instituted the
Lord's supper, when he says, "This is my blood of the New Testament,
which is shed for many for the remission of sins."
But that He must most unmistakably have revealed its efficacy to His
disciples is evident fI'om the terms in which they speak of it. In Acts
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xxii. 28, Paul speaks of His Church, which He hath purchaseil with His
own BLOOD. In Ephesians i. 7, and Colossians i. 14, "we have redernpt£on
through His BLOOD." And John speaks in the same way in Rev. v. 9 :
"And hast redeemed us to God by Thy BLOOD."
In Rom. v. 9: "Being now Justified by His BLOOD i" and in Heb.
xiii. 12: "That He may sanctify the people with His own BLOOD, suffered
without the camp."
So, then, we are purchased, redeemed, Justified, and sanctified by the
"precious blood of CAr£st."
Again, by this BLOOD are our consciences purged from dead works to
serve the livmg God (Heb. iv. 14, and 1 John i. 17). The BLOOD of Jesus
Christ His Son cleansetlb us from all sin. Having made peaee by the BLOOD
of His cross (Colossians i. 20). BrougM n£gA by the BLOOD of Christ
(Ephesians ii. 13).
And now, "By His own BLOOD He entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for us" (Heb. ix. 12). And we have
"boldness to enter t'nto the holiest by the BLOOD of Jesus" (Heb. x. 19).
DIES IRlE.
By

THOMAS DE C1ELENO, A MONK OF THE TWELFTH CENTURY.

THIS famous poem is in Latin rhyme, a style peculiar to that age. Many
translations of it are good, and not a few are miserable failures. How could
it be otherwise? since few or none have ventured to leave the old line-forline, ever-recurring monotonous jingle, often senseless and ludicrous: lines
inserted in proclig'iously grand triplets, to rhyme with others, rather than
to support and improve the sense.'- This poem cannot be rendered
literally in English verse, measure for measure. All will agTee that the
simple grandeur of the original will task the utmost thought. An attempt
to catch its spirit, and throw an evangelical element into a free translation,
is submitted with hUlllility.
That day of wrath-,---tremendous day!
(So David and the Sibyl say,)
With whirlwind fires the world shall bum!
o then! what trembling will there be,
When CHRIST descends in majesty,
Upon the resurrection morn!
With awful power the trump shall sound!
Death and the Dead it shall astound,
And rend the tombs of every land;
The whole creation shall arise
To meet the ALMIGHTY in the skies,
" ">c,
And at His dread tribunal stand!
The mountains cleave! volcanoes wreath
Strange fires, disgorged from earth beneathTempestuous flames in fury flung!
Affrighted Ocean heaves amain;
Creation travaileth in pain;,
Heaven is with ruin overhung!

* A version appeared some years ago in tho London Quarterly Review, which has been
spoken of as " one of the best!" It contained many such lines as" Sce once more the cross returning,
Heavim and earth in ashes burning! "
•
There is no such thought in the original, or in the blessed Bible. What is wanted is a
Gospel hymn to move the affections, parts of which might be fit to be sung in churches,
and not poetic theology run mad.
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Lo! in mid heaven that great white throne!
Convulsive nature heaves a groan,
The nations look in dread amaze;
And Guilt beholds, with anguish dire,
The eyes like fiercely-flaming fire,
And shrinks from the oppressive blaze.
'Tis Heaven's great King! tremendous Power!
Where wilt thou fly at this dread hourWhere seek relief from thy distress?
For 10 ! THE CRUCIFIED is come
To fix thy everlasting doom,
And judge the world in righteousness.
Earthquakes and thunderings prevail,
While trembling sinners weep and wail
To see the Book of Doom display'd :
Oh, dread remembrancer of thought,
Whence every sin to light is brought,
To make the guilty soul afraid.
·Wretch that I am! what cani say
Or do, but humbly prostrate pray,
And through my tears look up to Thee?
In Thee my refuge I have sought;
At that great Day destroy me not,
In boundless mercy pity me!
o kind Redeemer! hear my prayer!
Save me that day from black despair ;
Thou who didst save the dying thief,
Thou who didst Mary's sins forgive,
Be merciful and let me live,
Though I of sinners am the chief.
Thou who satt'st weary on the well,
Who toil'dst to save lost souls from hell,
Let not such travail be in vain :
Thou who for me hast borne the cross,
And hung thereon a bleeding curse,
Oh save me from eternal pain!
A suppliant at Thy righteous throne,
My guilt and worthlessness I own,
And only plead that Jesus bled.
Receive me, 0 Thou Crucified,
Because for sinners Thou hast died,
Eternal Judge of quick and dead!
Me absolution Thou hast given!
Faith to my soul hath opened heaven,
And mercy whispereth of grace!
Eternal King! at that great day,
When earth and heaven shall pass away,
Among Thy sheep give me a place!
When, wrapp'd in flame, this rolling world
Is in one fiery ruin hurled,
And there is no more earth and seaWhen to Thy kingdom thou shalt come,
And guilty souls receive their doom,
Oh then, my GOD! remember me!

.Brooklyn, New York.

A. D.
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REOOLLEOTIONS AND REMAINS OF THE LATE
REV. GEORGE DAVID DOUDNEY.%OONSIDERING the near relation in which our late lamented brother-inlaw stood to ourselves, in the providence of God, and that it has devolved
upon us to edit his Memoirs, it would ill become us to offer an opinion
upon the work, now that it lies before us in its complete form.
But,
as our readers who may not possess the book will naturally desire to
know something of it, w'e purpose, from time to time, giving a few
extracts from its pages. The first is taken from among his papers, and
bears th-e earliest date, so far back as "January 21, 1834," and which
was merely written in pencil. It was with gratitude we discovered that
such a record of his early inward experience had been so long preserved. From it will be gathered, by the Spirit-taught reader, that
personal teaching, which, as a student of the human heart, made him,
under God, such a spiritual anatomist, both in his writings and in his
pulpit labours.
"January 21, 1834,- Where will these things end!! This is the continual
cry of my heart. I am to myself now a complete riddle, having no peace in
my mind, and yet grieving that I have so much; and how can it be otherwise
when I reflect on what I now am, after all that I have passed through of late?
Immense mercy that has been shown me in the midst of my iniquity, that I
wa,s not cut off, and sent to hell, as it were, blindfolded by the devil and my
own inexpressibly deceitful heart, in the great mercy that has been shown me
in my lLffiiction. In all these things, having received much favour, how sad
that I should now find a heart still hard, a spirit still high, a mind still lifted
up to the highest pitch with pride, still carried away with the most foolish
expectations of what one day I may be, still more lively by ten thousand times
in meditating on the worthless applause of creatures, than on that which tends
to the approbation of Him who judgeth not of man according to THEIR vain
conceits, but by His own unen'ing judgment, His own unfathornable judgment.
Then, since I am still here, how can it be otherwise than that I should be
grieving that it is yet possible for me to find a moment's peace in this vain
castle-building?
" My corrupt, deceitful, and deceived heart is deceitful above measure, but it
has -always deceived itself, and put a colour on the sins it has conceived, and,
as far as possible, hid from my understanding their exceeding sinfulness.
Deceitful, again, above measure in that it has enabled me so to conduct myself
before men, that my very conduct should be held up as a pattern for others to
walk by. Again, so deceitful beyond compare that it led me often to take
complacence to myself at the good opinion of others, and frequently puffed me
up with pride to think through the midst of all that I was not like others, and
led me oftentimes to say, Come not near me, I am holier than thou. Oh, the
depths of depravity that dwell in the human heart! indeed it is well said to be
• deceitful above all things and clesperately wicked. Who can know it? ' Desperately wicked indeed, for I can also remember that from the very first I
. sinned against light and knowledge.' I was not in my veriest childhood a
stranger to stings of conscience, and sometimes deep ones, too, accompanied
at times with many tears; therefore rendering all my gross iniquities the
more exceeding sinful. This is what I have to look back upon; and, added to
this, I have al~o to look back on many seasons wherein, at the time, it appeared
the Lord was or would be gracious to me-many seasons wherein I had a hope
that, vile as I was, yet that the time would come that I should know Him for

.. Recollections and Remains of the late Rev. George David Doudney, Incumbent of
Charles Chapel, Plymouth. London: W. H. Collingridge, 117 to 119, Aldersgate Street, E.C.
•
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myself, whom to know is eternal life-many seasons when r have received the
word with rejoicing, but, alas, like those stony-ground hearers, it took but
little root, or none at all; and when the temptations came I was as reany to
receive their cursed seed as ever, and so that which was better wa.s soon
choked.
"Again, I have to reflect-and. this is, perhaps, the most staggering
reflection of them all-that when temptation came upon me, and I felt that
unless something I could not then see stepped in to prevent, I must fall,
several times while the temptation was struggling within, there has been a
secret voice whisper in my mind, ' Pray, pray, and you will be sa,fe;' and at
the same moment there has been a form like the SavioUl' presented to me,
standing, waiting for my petition, and, as it appeared, inviting me to supplicate
for deliverance, and conveyiug such a certainty to my mind that if I did pray
for help, I should not pray in vain, that I was at the time quite sure that if I
could but breathe out a petition, deliverance for that time would come; and yet
I could not ask it-I could not pray, so stubborn was my hecwt, so vile. And
thus I have gone on, and walked with all the horror in my soul that could be
conceived-my conscience, or something within me, rolling like thunder in my
heart, and yet I walking steadily on as though nothing was the matterputting, as it were, my fingers in the ears of my mind, and (I have often
noticed) whistling some lively song tUIW to divert myself, if pvssible, from
what was passin~ within. When I think on these things, when I look back
and see how I rf<]ected the offered help of Him who I felt was aNe to sa,e me,
oh then I exclaim, , Where will these things encl ?'
"For years past I have laboured under a notion (doubtless infused by the
devil, and nourished by my own vile, cleceiiful heart) that in years to come I
should be made a ?ninister; and, under the influence of this notion, after I
have fallen into any sin, I have thought, ' Well, here is another thing fi'om
which I shall gain instruction: I shall be brought into the deepest trouble for
all this, and then shall be delivered in a conspicuous way; and when I am
delivered, think (said I to myself) how I shall be humbled under a sense of
this. Row well I shall be qualified to succour them that are tempted; what a
deep knowledge I shall have of the depravity of the human heart; and what
a bright, shining light I shall be in the world.'
" How has this raised my pride, my self-consequence, and set me up in my
own imaginations as something more thau common after all; and thus to this
day I am exercised. And, when I feel this working within, apparently a.s
strong as ever, at a time when one would think my mouth was put in the dust,
if so I might have hope, I cry out, , Oh, whm'e will these things end l'
"Again, I look back, and strive to see what all these things mean, 'and
sometimes I think it is 'to stain the pride of all human glory' in me; at
other times I feel that it i.s a foretaste of that reprobation to "hich I shall be
given up hereafter. For the first, I can see that I have been standing in a
vain show; I have been seeking that most earnestly "hich really profits
nothing, instead of seeking with equal or greater eal'nestness the' best gifts.'
I have for a long time been seeking two things, a good na1ne and human
learning. As to the first, I believe that I have got, but-how unworthy I am of
it, those are best able to judge who If:now most of me. As to the second,
I have struggled hard to get a little, but all in vain; every step I have taken
has seemed to make me love it more, but put me farther off from attaining it;
so that I have, times almost without number, been in a state of desperation to
think that the more I strive to obtain it, the less I get and retain; and has as
often caused me to rebel against the providence of God that I am so prevented,
.and to exclaim with Samson, at all hazards, 'Get her me, for she pleaseth
me well.' And even at this moment how do I crave after it, although on the
other hand I feel a secret loathing, because I think that has been such a
great enemy to me; and these feelings are amongst those which must be
purged from me before I am brought into that state which I think I desire
above all things to be brought to-tntly humble to the foot of the cross, and to

J

March 1. 1886.J

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

163

walk with God in spi?'it and in truth. But, when I feel those motions of
rebellion rise withili, accompanied with such an indescribable degree of pride
and self-determination, I cannot help exclaiming, with frequent sighs, , Oh,
where will these things encl7'
,. Again, at other times I look back upon the past, and think, Surely this is
only a foretaste of that reprobate state to which I shall be given up, to live in
and to die in. Then I reflect on. the manner I have treated those apparent
invitations to pray for deliverence when I most needed it, and see how my
heart, like that of Spira, was hardened. so that I could not nor did not get
out one petition (though at times, under the same circumstances, I have;
and immediately I have found myself strong-that is, in that protectionand have felt no fear of evil at that particular time, and thus have been
p?·ese?'ved). I then see how possible it is for a person to have all the condemnation of the Almighty before his eyes, and yet feel no kind of softness in
his heart, but to the last reject His mercy, and that knowingly, as Spira did,
and bear one's testimony to the truth of these words, 'Whom He will He
hardens.' When I reflect'on this, and feel at the same time such hardness of
heart, such rebellion against the sovereignty of God, such awful infidelity,
calling eve?'ything in question; at other times knowing that unless I have
repentance given me for my sins, and seeing that a t?'1tly acceptable 1'epentance
comes not till we have faith given to believe that we are interested in the
death of Christ; I am led to fear that I shall prove one of those of whom it
is thus written: 'If there be any fornicato?', or ?tnclean person like Esau, who
for a morsel of meat sold his birthright; who, when he would have inherited the
blessing, found no place of REPENTANCE, though he sought it CAREFULLY WITH'
TEARS' Such an one was Spira, doubtless; and such an one I often feal'
shall I be, or am; for hardness of heart was that which Spira felt to be his
bane; the same I feel so often to be mine. I have tried to excite in my mind
a fear of hell-have tried to paint the torments of it in the most lively
colours by the pain I have felt in my own body, but all to no effect. I cannot
fear it as I would, yet I know that even could 1 feel its torments, yet that
would not soften my heart, and bring me to that place I so much wish to be
at; yet that I have tried, but hardened still. And when I feel all this rise in
my mind, indeed I wonder where the scene will end."
To the foregoing we could not resist the prompting to attach the annexed observations : "If, reader, you mark the date of the foregoing memorandum, you will see
that it was written upwards of one-and-thirty years before the Lord called
His sarvant hence, and some sixteen or sev"nteen before he l'eceived his
actual commission to go forth into the vineyard. Hence you will understand,
in some degree, the long and deepening influence of the teachings in which
he was being trained for the great and important work in which he was
about to be engaged. The immortal LUTHER testified that "temptation,
meditation, and prayer made a minister." In this school our beloved brother
was pre-eminently instructed, and it was that instruction which, by the
eternal Spirit, so qualified him afterwards to deal -with tried and tempted
souls. He personally understood and could practically follow them through
all the windings, the labyrinths, the complications of sad and sore temptations. There was scarcely-if any·-depth down into which he could not
himself descend, and there personally and practically sympathize with them
in their keen sufferings and critical exercises. Peculiar as might be the
temptations of those with wbom he came in contact, he could understand and
unravel them. The path through which he himself had previously been
conducted, .as from time to time brought to mind by the great RemembranceI', qualified him for 'speaking a word in season to them that are
weary.' '1'his led, in turn, to that fellowship of hearts, and intermingling of
joys and sorrows, which only those led in a similar path can comprehend.
" But with regard to the temptations themselves, how acute were they.
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Reader, do you know in some degree what is involved in that expression of
the apostle, 'To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus' (1 Cor. v. 5) ?
This, like other expressions, may easily be read, but, oh, to realize, by painful
and bitter experience, what anxiety and anguish are attendant upon the Lord's
having said, 'Turn about, 0 son of man, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these.' What a horrible spectacle is the human heart! How fearfully vile, base, defiled! Well do the Scriptures declare it to be as ' a cage of
unclean birds.' Well, also, does that deep student of human nature, the immortal HART, illustrate it, in his 43rd hymn :'" Lord, when Thy Spirit descends to show
The badness of our hearts,
Astonish'd at th' amazing view,
The soul with horror starts.
'" The dungeon, op'ning foul as hell,
Its loathsome stench emits;
And brooding in each secret cell
Some hideous monster sits.

'" Swarms of ill thoughts then: bane diffase,
Proud, envious, false, unclean;
And ev'ry ransack'd corner shows
Some unsuspected sin.
'" Our stagg'ring faith gives way to doubt,
Our courage yields to fear;
Shock'd at the sight, we straight cry out,
"Can ever God dwell here?'"

"The foregoing testimony of our dear brother will, moreover, suggest
serious thoughts to the reflecting mind, in regard to those checks of conscience, and those tender remonstrances of his loving and forbearing Lord,
to which he refers. Oh, what child of God that has known much about temptation, and the desperate struggles of a depraved nature. but what can follow
the departed in regard to his conflicts, and that fearful struggle between
light and darkness-the leadings of the new man and the promptings of tlie
flesh? Oh, what a warfare! Aye, and under the apparent victory and
triumph of corruption over that new life and better principles which one had
hoped previously to have existed, to be brought so low as to give worlds (did
one possess them) to realize a particle of earnest, fervent desi1'e after God and
the things of God; matters seemingly in such a desperate condition as to
cause the poor all-but-despairing one to feel as if' twice dead, and plucked up
by the roots;' the spirit, according to its own apprehension, sinking lower and
lower-yea, into the very vortex of despair; and to feel' as sure of perdition
as though at the very moment in the bottomless pit. Alas! alas! what a
state is this. Yet, at the same time, as expressed in the previous memorandum, to feel that if one could but pmy, succour might assuredly be had.
Jesus' waiting to be gradous: and yet no will nor power to call upon Him."

(![orres~o nbmtc.
THE "OHRISTIAN TIMES" WEEKLY 1'I'TE1\SPAPER.
in these days will have their newspaper, and it, therefore, becomes
a matter of paramount importance as to what newspaper they select.
Circumstances having called our attention to the Christian Times, we felt
prompted to express ourselves with regard to it in the following letter,
which we quote here for the purpose of directing our readers to the journal
itself:PEOPLE

" To the Editor of' The Christian Times.'
" Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity."Epl;!:. vi. 23, 24.
•

" SIR,-Between five, and six-and-twenty yeal'S ago the GOSPEL :~.LwA.ZD.~
fell into my hands, and, in undertaking the editorship, I resolwd, under
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God, to seek to conduct it upon neutral principles, as far as Church and
Dissent were concerned. Hence I chose, as one of my mottoes, the words
of the apostle, 'Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace.' To this determination I believe I have instrumentally to
ascribe any little usefulness which may have attended the work in
question.
"Now, sir, as far as I am acquainted with yourself personally, and
with your labours in the cause of our one common Lord, I believe your
aim and object to be precisely that which, in a simple dependence upon
God, I have sought to be the basis of my humble efforts; and, hence, I
cannot but wish you God speed, and prayerfully commend you and your
labours to the blessing of the Most High, and to the countenance and
support of every true Christian, be his name or denomination among men
whatsoever it may. For my part, although I have enjoyed the utmost
freedom and unbiassed liberty as a humble minister in the Church of
England for little short of twenty years, and have not the slightest thought
or desire to withdraw from her pale, whilst permitted and privileged
unmolestedly to minister within her communion, yet, with all my heart, I
say, God forbid that I should look contemptuously upon, or speak slightingly or indifferently of those whom I am proud to call brethren in the love,
and in the labour of the Lord, who may conscientiously differ from my
views of Church government. I look, sir, with deep regret and real
heart-sorrow upon the contentions between men on these minor and
secondary points, who, at the same time, are one in heart, taught by the
self-same Spirit, redeemed by the same precious blood, justified by the
same righteousness, travelling through 1he self-same wilderness; and, as
members of the one common household of faith, destined to dwell together
through a happy and blissful eternity, in the same glorious home, in
presence of their one common Father, Brother, Head, and Lord.
"Now, sir, as a .careful observer of the tendency of things in the socalled religious world, during my connexion with the press, I have seen with
pain and deep, deep regret, that the contending for party-names and partyprinciples has sadly told into the hands, and fwrtkered the unworthy ends
of both popery and infidelity. This internal strife and division among
those who have professed the name and love of Jesus, has given but too
ready an opportunity to the enemies of God and His truth to attack the
citadel; and, unless J ehovah is pleased very mercifully to turn His hand
and again interpose on behalf of His Church and people, a riven and
shattered state will assuredly ensue.
" To avert so lamentable a state' of things, therefore, I would urge upon
you, my dear sir, to seek grace from on high to continue in the selfsame spirit you have exhibited, to 'contend earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the saints.' As Jehovah's hosts fighting under the banner of
Immanuel, we have to do battle against a mighty foe. Hence, we have
neither time nor inclination to fall out among ourselves as to either
position, accoutrement, or regimental name.
"Earnestly wishing for you, in your arduous labours during these
solemn and eventful times, the support and 8l~couragement of every true
lover of the Lord Jesus Christ,
" I am, my dear sir, faithfupy yours,
"DAvID ALFRED DOUDNEY,

" Editor of the

GOSPEL MAGAZINE

and Old Jonathan, and Incumbent of St. Luke's,

BedminsteJO, Bristol."
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To the Editm" of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-The subjoined extract from a local paper is worth notice.
The papal Bishop in your neighbourhood has lately drawn the attention
of his flock to the pleasing fact, to them, that popery is much increased
through their united and zealous exertions. While they take the full
credit of this to themBelves, it is. ungrateful of them not to acknowledge
the service rendered them by false-hearted Protestants in the Ohurch of
England, who are doing their utmost to subvert the truth, and by addressing th'e senses in their form of worship, prepal.'e the way for the introduction of popish mummeries. The extract reads thus : " Dean Close has become a convert to' choral services, as wEjll as to free and
open churches.. The Dean has just issued a pamphlet, under the title of
'Thoughts on Daily Choral Services,' in which he says that an attendance
for nearly ten years at the choral service has created a new habit in his mind,
and a decided preference for this mode of worship has been awakened; also
that the comfort experienced in divine worship has been not a little enhanced
by the l'egular cadence, the measured time, the continuous monotone in which
our prayers are uttered.' The Dean concludes this unexpected, but not the
less valuable, testimony of a leader of the Evangelical school to the benefits
of a daily choral service, with the following promise: 'Under these impressions it will be alike th.e duty and the pleasure of' the author of this appeal
to maintain the services of Carlisle Cathecll'al in the greatest possible
efficiency.' "
The Breviary intact will follow those unintelligible sen-ices, though you
and I, in God's mercy, may not -live to sec it.
YourS" to serve in the Gospel,
D. K.
DEAR

.\

(!0rre !Jrotestant ~cawn.
THE E~CIRCLED CROSS.
J. H., in a letter to the editor of the Morning Advertiser, says :-" I feel
constrained to bring a matter of solemn import and deep warning before
thousands of our countrymen. I allude to the affixture of the encircled cross on
the exterior of parish churches, and many Di"senting places of worship of
modern construction. This cross is diversified in style; its meaning is that the
Papacy is to encompass the world. The Puseyites and Roman Catholics rejoice
beyond measure as they perceive that nine out of every ten so-calied Protestant
sanctuaries have this' mark of,the beast' added to its ecclesiastical architecture.
It is a sad and startling fact that architects generally will add this to almost
every design they send for a new building, and if a keen-sigbted man happens to
notice it, the matter is ridiculed and represl'nted as merely an ornament, and
nothing more. The cross, simply as a cross, would be too obvious, and besides
it would not sufficiently emblematize tbe spread of Popedom; therefore, every
true-hearted Protestant clergyman and minister who sees this standing menace
in its proper light should at once act on it by removing those things from the
edifices in which they respectively labour."

IT is said that the editor of a country paper once took it into his head to giye
a series of criticisms on the sermons preached by various ministers in the town
to which he belonged. He applied the lash with an unsparing hand wherever
he saw, or thought he saw, occasion, and as no one knew when they should be
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visited, there was a striking improvement in the quality of the sermms produced
at the time. Some such plan seems to have been adoped by a correspondent of
the Star, who makes it his business to visit in succession the various churches in
which the service is performed in a theatrical fashion, and then gives to the
public an account of what he sees and hears. By this means the doings of those
of the clergy who are trying to see how near they can get to the Romish Church
without actually going into it-thereby placing the'Dselves in a most despicable
position-are brought out into the full daylight of public opinion. It is asserted
that one of these gentlemen, a London curate, was seen at Rome attending mass,
and when questioned on the subject, said that he regarded the Roman and the
Anglican Churches as two great branches of the same thing, and that he " preferred when abroad to attend the services of the Roman Catholic Church in
preference toth05e of the wretched chapels which misrepresent the Anglican
Catholic ritual abroad, and which, besides, have no right to intrude on the
diocese of another bishop." Verily if all the wolves in the English Church were
divested of their sheep's clothing there would be a great many who would have
to change their places.-City Press.

SUGGESTIONS TOWARDS A BECOMING AND PROFITABLE
USE OF PUBLIC WORSHIP.
Psalm xix. 14; Amos iv'. 12.

1. COME early to church; endeavour to be there at least a few minutes
before divine service commences. The due preparation of our own hearts,
no les8 than reverence for God's house and attention to the convenience of
others, suggests this. Gen. xxii. 3; Luke :s:xi. 38; John viii. 2; 1 Cor.
xiv. 40; 1 Tim. ill. 15.
2. To give full effect to om beautiful Liturgy, it is necessary that the
congTegation perform theu' part in the appointed services of the Chmch•.
This can be done only "hen the Responses, as prescribed in the PrayeT
Book, are generally and audibly pTonounced. Let each member of the
congregation try to perform his or heT part of this sacred duty. Deut.
xxvii. 15, &c.; 1 ChTon. xvi. 36; Rom. xv. 6; 1 Cor. xiv. 16; Rev. iv.
9-11.
3. United prayer should be accompanied with united praise.
We
should not, therefore, be content that other lips should raise the hymn of
grateful joy while Oill'S remain silent. Let us join, as with one voice, in
the songs of the sanctuary. Ezra iii. 11; Psalm xxii. 22; Matt xxvi. 30 ;
Acts xvi. 25; Col. iii. 16; Rev. xv. 2, 3.
4. When listening to God's "ord, seek to lay up in your hearts as much
of it as possible for futme use. Mark well the Scripture passages referred
to. Meditate upon them; and, above all, implore the Holy Spirit to graft
• inwardly in your hearts what He gives you to hear with your outward
ears. Isaiah iv. 2, 3, 10, 11; Mttrk vii. 14; Luke xxiv. 45; Acts xvii. 11 ;
Rom. x· 17.
5. Be not content with a single service on the Lord's-day, when the
opportunity of enjoying' more than one is afforded you. Fill up the
Sabbath, if possible, "ith holy exercises, so that it may become to you,
and appear to others, that you think it "a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honourable," full of comfort and heavenly enjoyment. Psalm xxvii. 4 ;
lxxxiv. 2-10; Eccles. xi. 6; Isai.ah Iviii. 13, 14; Luke vi. 12.
6. Brethren, pray for your minister, that utterance may be given him
to speak boldly, as he ought to speak. Exod. xvii. 12; Psalm cxxxii. 9 ;
Acts xii. 5; Eph. vi. 18, 19; Col. iv. 3.
S. A. WALKER.
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anh Jaticez of ~mJks.

Textual Criticism of the New Testament for B-ible Students. By C. E. STUART.
London: Samuel Bagster and Sons.-One of Messrs. Bagster's important Biblical helps.
In Memory of a Revered Pastor, the Rev. John Hambleton, MA., Islington.
By the Rev: EDWARD J. BOLTON, M.A.-A pleasing and grateful remembranceI'.
A Cyclopced-ia of Sacred Pod-ical Qltotat-ions. Kiited by H. G. AD.nIs.
Glasgow: Robert Forrester.-A large and admirable selection, well
got up.
The Excellency and Nobleness of True Rel-ig-ion. By JOHN S~nTH, Fellow of
Queen's College, Cambridge. London: Emily Faithfull, Victoria
Press, 83A, Farringdon Street.-A reprint from an old author.
The Apostle's Prayer for the Church at Ephesus. By the late Rev. JAMES
HARRINGTON EVANS, A.M. London, Morgan and Chase, 38, Ludgate
Hill.-The name of JAMES HARRINGTON EVANs ensures what will be
found in this book, depth of thought and a rich vein of spirituality.
Whispers in the Palms. Hymns and Meditations. By AXKA SHIPTOX.
Third Edition. London: Morgan and eha-se, 38, Ludgate Hill.Another of ANNA SRIFTON'S charming volumes: page after page
bespeaks teaching and training of no ordinary kind.
Sy-ir-itual Songs from the Cant-ides. Translated from the German by ANXE
M. MAY. London: Morgan and Chase.-A choice gift-book.
Christ-ian Fruitfulness. By JOSIAH VINEY. London: John Snow, Paternoster Row.-The second title is significantly characteristic of this
work, the" Practical Developments of Spiritual Life." It is a book
that richly claims a thoughtful, prayerful perusal.
The Po'ftra·it of Mary in Heaoen. From the French of Napoleon Rousse!..
-An account of one who was taught by grace divine to put Mary in
her proper place-namely, at the feet of her loving and lovely Lord.
Sibbs' Works, VoL VII. Charnock's Works, Vol. IV. Edinburgh: James
Nicholl.-The appearance of these works from time to time sen-es to
remind us of the magnitude of the undertaking, and of the admirable
way in which it has been carried out. These volumes are quite equal
to the preceding ones, and help to swell the series which, when complete, will be an invaluable help to the student, and a most important
addition to his library.
The Wells of Salvation. By the Hon. S. :MAxWELL. London: Hamilton,
Adams, and Co., Paternoster Row.-There is many a refreshing and
strengthening draught to be drawn from these "Wells of Salvation."
"I have written," says the talented author; "under a deep conviction,
of the dishonour done to God, and the wrong against one's own soul,
in the very generally low and l.lllworthy view taken of salvation. It is
more than mere pardon from the sovereign-more than disengagement
from the responsibilities of the broken law-more than the stripping the
prison-dress from ofi' the felon's back, and sending him a free man
among his fellows again. The object of the Father's fa,our, and the
subject of His Son's salvation, is destined to have copartnership in the
throne with all its glory."
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