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" Whasa is wise, and will absOt"ve these things, even they shall understand
the lat'ingkindness ajthe Lard."-PsALM cvii. 43.

THIS, as well as another very precious portion, was brought to the
mind in connexion with a circumstance that lately came to our knowledge. We had been speaking to a dear friend of the kind interposition
of our God in regard to a recent circumstance, when he said in reply,
"You remember my mentioning, a short time since, that I had had a
£20 note sent to me from some quarter, and that I had not the
slightest idea where it came from. Well," he continued, "after some
time I met a person, and I said to him, 'Are you in trouble P' He
attempted to waive the question, but I pressed him the more, saying,
, It has been laid upon my mind that you are in trouble. Now, if you
are pray tell me. Are you in debt P' He continued so to press tl].e
inquiry, that at length the answer was given to the effect, " Since you
are, so anxious about me, I must tell you candidly that I do owe a
debt of £20, which presses very heavily upon my mind." Thrusting
his hand into his pocket, the friend said, " There it is; it has been sent
to me from some unknown quarter; and I am sure the Lord has
designed it for you." With much emotion the gratef~ receiver then
went on to tell how anxiously he had wrestled at the throne of grace
on account of that debt, and how utterly at a loss he was to see how
it could be met. As already intimated, the relation of this simple
fact immediately brought the words of our text to the mind, as well
as that other sweet portion, "Before they call, I will answer, and
while they are yet speaking, I will hear."
.
Oh, dear readers, we have often remarked that, so far from our God
having exhausted His resources, the great storehouse of Divine
grace and providential mercy is as full and as overflowing as ever.
K
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Although the Lord's poor and needy ones have been dl'awing and
drawing day and night, and moment, by moment from the time of
Adam down to this very hour, there is not the semblance of diminution.
There are two blessed mottoes sparkling in the dazzling light thrown
upon them from the rays of the Sun of righteousness, and they are these,
"HE GIVETH MORE GRACE," and, "YET THERE IS ROOM." We are as
confident as we are of om own existence, that, with the exception of the
grand transactions of Bethlehem, Calvary, and Bethany, and the wondrous display at Pentecost, the Lord J ehovah is still performing as
great and as glorious things touching His kingdom and His ceaseless
watchings and gracious care over His children as in Bible-days. We
believe that He feeds His prophets, and nomishes His widows and
their fatherless ones, as verily now as He did in Elijah's day. Nor
do we believe that the way in which He sustained his servants then
was one iota more remarkable or timely than in the daily experience
of many of His living ones in om own times. Dear reader, let us
not lose sight of "that sweet word, "Whatsoever was written aforetinIe
was written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of
the Scriptures might have hope." That is to say tha wha the Holy
Ghost indited, and prompted His servants to write, and which He hath
been pleased so mercifully and graciously to cause to be preserved
through successive ages and generations, was thus written and thus
preserved, as so many patterns and examples of what He has done, is
doing, and is prepared to do as long as He has a Chmch in the
wilderness.
Oh, would to God, dear reader, that He were pleased to give us faith
to test Him and to trust Him. How true is that word spoken by the
apostle J ames-and who that knows something of his own heart, but
must fall under the rebuke ?-" Ye have not, because ye ask not.
Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it
upon your lusts." We know one poor sinner that is literallyashanIed
of' himself, not merely for his ingratitude, but his unbelief; and, if
there is one word more than another that he seems to grasp at, as
a poor drowning man would at a straw or at a hand stretched out for
his succom, it is such a word a<l this, "0 fools, and slow of heart to
believe," and, "0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? '
There is another word, too, which that self-same poor sinner falls
under; it is this: "Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not
believe." Reader, we talk about faith, but what know we of it? After
all, we are little else but the creatmes of sight and sense. As for
trusting the Lord in the dark, and the mind being sweetly and bles-sedly
stayed upon Him, in the face of the most adverse and seeminO'ly
contradictory circumstances, alas! alas! how little does one kn~w
of it. By comparison with bygone days, with their most critical and
trying dispensations, one is disposed to say of present times and
present exercises, "Why, I am gone back, I have lost ground, rather
than advanced. I haven't the faith I had. I lack the confidence I
once enjoyed. I can't trust Him now where I could once; and yet
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I as much need His help as ever; yea, with increasing years and
additional infirmities, I more need His presence and His smiles and
the tokens of His favour; but, alas! alas! He keeps me at a distance;
hides His face; and I go mourning without the Sun, exclaiming, in
the bitterness of my soul, "Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will
He be favourable no more? Is His mercy clean gone for ever?
Doth His promise fail for evermore? ' Hath God forgotten to be
gracious? Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies?" And
yet, dear re!1der, there may be at the same time, a conscious sense,
and a corresponding appeal to the Lord, that there has been no heartdeparture from the Lord, but at least the seeking and the striving to
" follow hard after Him," saying of this and that step, " If Thy presence go not with me, carry me not up hence;" yea, there has been a
:retracing step by step, and stage by stage, and at the same time a
pleading with the Lord, " Shew me wherefore Thou contendest with
me;" but, whilst there has been no sensible rebuke-no chiding-no
intimation that a wrong course had been adopted, or a false light followed; yet there has been no sweet renewings-no fresh breakings
in-no new discoveries. Yet, upon consideration, perhaps this is
going too far, and saying more than one ought to say. One is apt
in connexion with such· experiences to set up a certain standard of
succour and deliverance, and to say to one's self, " Well, now, I must
have that, nor can I be satisfied with anything short of it." We will
illustrate what we mean by a case with which we are familiar. There
was one who had known the Lord for upwards of forty years, and
who had had the clearest possible deliverance. Pardon and peace
were sealed home upon the heart and conscience as clearly and as
unquestionably as ever it wa-s to Saul of Tarsus j but it pleased the
Lord to visit that self-same individual with bodily affiiction,-something apparently very simple, and easily to be overcome. But no,
all efforts and all remedies failed; and with the malady was the reoccupation of the mind with the most dreadful fear.of the m!3re arrticle
of death, insomuch that all past mercies and deliverances were overlooked-yea, completely eclipsed-and there was a drinking deeply
into the spirit and language of Job, when he said, "Let the day
perish wherein I was born." Aye, so dreadfully sunk in feeling and
in fear was that poor soul as to be willing to forego every hope he
had ever had of eternal life and blessedness, if so be he " could but
be absolutely and entirely annihilated." Reader, these are terrible
depths to go down into, and especially after so many years' experience of the Lord's goodness and tender mercy; and what would
become of poor souls under such circumstances, supposing that their
security depended upon theh' faith, rather than upon the C01:enant
laitlifulness of a covenant God .2 Oh, at such seasons as these, what a
stronghold is such a passage as this, " Although we believe not, He
abideth "faithful: He cannot deny Himself." "Nevertheless, the
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth
them that are His." We know, in reference to such cases as we have
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just adverted to, it may be said, " Oh, it isphysical." Granted; but is
a poor soul able any more to manage the physical than he can what is
purely mental or spiritual? Rather than' give heed to such arguments, we would sooner listen to what blessed HENRY FOWLER used
to say, "Satan, with his worrying, will shake the poor frame as it
were all to pieces;" and he would at the same time intimate that" it
was the Lord, and the Lord alone, who could rebuke the tempter, and
bind up that which was broken, and heal all the wounds and bruises."*
In regard to these dark and trying spots in the experience of the
Lord's living family, we often think of the pitiable position of the
poor Arminian-sound, it may be, in heart-teaching, but cloudy in
regard to dodrine and judgment. Such an one estimates his safety
by his feelings, and imagines that the Lord is true to him just as
* Had those who are so disposed to account for the occasional doubts or depres80n of
God's dear children, upon the grOlmd that such exercises arise from merely physical
causes, lived in the prophet's day, surely they would have said, with respect to llli fainting and his fears in regard to the threatenings of the wicked Jezebel, "Oh, it is merely
physical; it is the reaction after the previous day's excitement. He will soon be all right
again." A similar conclusion, no doubt, such would have come to with reference to Hezekiah and his soul-anguish, as well as Job. "Oh, they are out of health, and hence they
indulge in these gloomy thoughts and apprehensions," as though the Lord had nought to
do with bodily ailments or inftrmities; as though there were no intimate connexion and
sympathy between mind and body; and as though the Lord did not make use of all and
everything appertaining to the one as well as the other, for the furtherance of His own
gracious covenant ends and purposes. Let the trials or exercises of the Lord's dea:t' people
arise, instrumentally, from "hateTer source or c.ause they may, all is under His divine
direction and control, and intended in the end to L.."Sue in His glory and to the etel1lal
advantage and everlasting "ell-being of His redeemed ones, and, whether these trials come
in a mental or bodily form-"hether such presses upon the heart from surrounding
cil'cumstances, or from the ailments of the poor frail tabernacle, each and all such tried or
tempted ones shall have abundant reason, in the sequel, to declare, as the psalmist did, " It
is good for me that I have been afflicted ;" and "He hath done all things well." "He
hath led me by the right way [the only way, the proper way, the wisely-and-mercifullyappointed way], that I might go to a city of habitation." Dear reader, if "e mistake not,
multitudes of the redeemed will have to bless God through all eternity that He has the
ordering of the physical as well as the providential and the spiritual, in that He C3lL-ed
one of His dear servants (the blessed Toplady) to sing out of the midst of his poor phT8.cal
condition:-.
"When languor and disease invade
This trembling house of clay;
How swe~ to look beyond our cage,
And lon~ to flyaway.
" Sweet in His faithfulness to rest,
Whose love can never end;
Sweet on the covenant of grace,
For all things to depend.
" Sweet, in the conftdence of faith,
To trust His wise decrees;
Sweet to lie passive in His hands,
And how no will but His."
To these reasoners on merely physical grounds we should be disposed to say, "Are you
quite sure your peace and your conftdence and yom joy, are by no means and in no respect
whatever, nourished or·to be accounted for upon merely natural grounds. May not your
health or pleasant position or easy circumstances be fostering a too-nominal, general, or
untried faith? Are you really personally conversant with what the apostle Peter says, in
the first chapter of his first epistle, "If need be ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations, that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than gold, though it be
tried by fire, shall be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of om
Lord Jesos Christ i'"
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long, and no longer, than he is true to the Lord. According to his
idea of salvation, it is altogether contingent upon his obedieuce and
faithfulness. Hence, if he sinks into a low, lethargic, distrustful
frame, he conceives that he has forfeited that little measure of grace
which had been imparted to him, and, to say the least, he is likely to
prove an apostate or a castaway. Now what a pitiable state of things
is this; with reverence we speak it, what a useless salvation is this.
The salvation which a poor, lost, bankrupt, ill-and-hell-deserving
sinner ne~ds is nothing short of a salvation that is based upon and
encompassed by the covenant oath of a covenant Jehovah-the "I
wills" and the" They shalls" of the Eternal Trinity. "I will be
their God," says the Lord, " and they shall be my people:" "I will
put my fear into their heal~t, that they shall not depart from me."
Hence, when these divine verities are received into the heart of a
poor broken-down sinner, as spoken home by the Holy Ghost, that
sinner, under the unctuous power of the same, exclaims, "I will trust,
and not be afraid," for "the Lord J ehovah is my strength and
song; He also is become my salvation." And then, with respect to
dark paths, and painful, mysterious, and complicated experiences, he
says: "He knoweth the way that I take; and when He hath tried
me I shall come forth as gold.". "Though He slay me, yet will I
trnst in Him." Some there are who say, such doctrine as this leads
to licentiousness; but it is a libel to say so, and betrays an utter ign~.
rance of the nature and operations of Divine grace. Godly fear IS
infused into every Spirit-quickened soul. Such are begotten in the
Divine likeness, made conformable to the image of God's dear Son;
and with that is an abhorrence of all sin-a love of holiness-and a
desire to live pure a-s an angel of light.
But we were about to say, that, in the case before alluded to,
although there was not the full and entire deliverance which had been
so earnestly, ardently, and continuously pleaded for at the Lord's
hands, there was given on one occasion, in the very midst of the soulconflict, and as a blessed set-off against all the previous fear and dread
and misgivings, "He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I
will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.
With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salva,tion" (Psalm
xci. 15, 16). It was given in the night-season, upon a sudden
waking up from the early slumbers of the midnight hour, and it
seemed as though the Lord Himself stood by the bedside, in readiness (like a' t~nder mother or a devoted nurse) to soothe and reassure
His anxious, .doubting one. "If this be the case, then," said he, "if
this promise is to be fulfilled, what becomes of the expected seizure
and the premature decay and death?" Again, at early morn and
under somewhat similar exercises, another word was given, equally
unlooked-for and unexpected: "He will fulfil the desire of them that
fear Him: He also will hear their cry, and will save them" (Psalm
cxlv. 19). Reader, do note the" will;" how emphatic! how blessed!
Now thus it is the Lord keeps His dear children from actually sink-
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ing under load and oppression. Thus He "helps them with a little
help." Thus He gives them" words upon which He causes them to
.hope," and with which afterwards to ply the throne of grace. Such
are the" tokens for good" with which He occasionally indulfr~~ them
whilst walking in dark and dubious paths, in the which . dear
face cannot be seen, nor His almighty arm felt, nor His sweet soothing words, for at least a season, heard. Reader, do you know anything about this experience, or are you always upon the mount, and
in, the slIDshine-your "mountain always standing strong," and
you disposed to say, "I shall never be moved?" Ah, many a poor
soul has said the same who has lived to find, by painful and bitter
experience, he was mistaken. Such have proved dear Hart's words
to be only too true,
" Their pardon some receive at first,
And, after call'd to fight,
They find their latter stages worst,
And travel much by night."

Again he says, and with an immensity of truth,
" It is decreed that most should walk
The darkest paths alone."

But sure we are, dear reader, that all thi.B kind of teaching, painful
as it may be for the time being, leads to a more thorough:and practical
knowledge of our text, "Whoso is wise, and will observe these things,
even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord." Now
who are these wise? Certainly not the wise of this world, for distinctly is it declared, "that the wisdom of this world, is foolishness
with God." Further, we read, that" God hath taken the wise in their
own craftiness;" and again we read, that" not many wise men after
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but God
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise:
and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the
things which are mighty j and base things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not,
to bring to nought things that are; that no flesh should glory in His
presence" (1 Cor. i. 26-29)., Moreover, we are told that "the
children of this world are in their day and generation wiser than the
children oflight." We have also these words of Jesus, "I thank
Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these
-things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes
(simple ones]. Even so, Father; for so it seemeth good in Thy sight."
'The wise, then, are the spiritually wise-such as are "made wise
unto salvation" by the Holy Ghost, in and by His blessed word,
," through faith which is in Christ Jesus." These divinely-taught
:.and spiritually-enlightened ones' have a watchful and observant eye
upon all the leadings and dealings of God with His dear people, in
,the appointments of His providence and in the special dispensations
<of His grace. And sure we are, that the very darkness, desolation,
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and apparent desertion of which we before spoke, are all overruled
and ordered of God to stir up the souls of His dear people to a more
anxious and vigilant watching and waiting upon His own de'ar and
adorable Self. Yea, it leads to the watch-tower, to more prayerful.
ness, and a closer scrutiny over self and the gracious leadings and
dealings of God. "Whoso is wise and will observe these things."
Now every Spirit-quickened soul knows, sooner or later, that a bright
path or great indulgence soon leads to fleshly ease and carnal security. " J eshurun waxed fat,"-what then ?-" and kicked;" threw
off restraint and rebelled. And who does not know something of
this, by bitter and painful experience? "He gave tliem the desire
of their hearts, but sent leanness into their souls." How different to
the testimony respecting the same people: "The more they afRicted
them, the more they multiplied and grew." Ah, yes, it is under
oppression, afRiction, and sorrow, that the people of God grow. They
spiritually thrive under weights and burdens. The Paschal Lamb is
eaten with bitter herbs, now as of old. 1)0 observe, dear reader, how
the psalmist has dwelt upon these things in this identical psalm,
which has been well called an epitome of Christian experience.
"Whoso is wise and will observe these things." Reader, it has
been well said, " that he who watches providence shall never want a
providence to watch;" and, as far as the experience of our little
chequered life is concerned, we have ever found that, as surely as the
mind has been stirred up to wait upon God, and to watch narrowly
and closely His kind and gracious hand, He has been pleased as
surely to 'Work, and marvellously and mercifully too. The more
simply and the more unreservedly and the more perseveringly we
have been enabled to wait upon Him, the more plainly and conclusively and blessedly ha'" He wrought for us. So that it is clear to a
demonstration, that this very spirit of prayer and watchfulness is as,
much of Himself and from Himself as the kind aqd gra-eious interpositions of His hand. Reader, we often think we shall go down
to our grave with deep, deep self-reproach because we have failed to
wait upon Him, to watch His hand, and keep a more faithful and
detailed record of His merciful and Fatherly doings. Child as we
have been, almost from very infancy, of His Providence, yet, alas!
alas! how much-yea, by far the greater portion-of His tender
dealings as far as our conduct is concerned,
" Lie buried in forgetfulness,
And without praises die."

Oh, how a feeling and deeply-humbling sense of this fact leads us to
bless God for two words in His precious book, "unprofitable" and
"rebellious." "Having done all, say ye are unpl'ofitable servants;"
and" Thou hast ascended up on high; Thou hast received gifts for
[margin, in the] man; yea, for the -rebelHous also, that the Lord God
might dwell among them."
"Even they shall understand the lovingkindness -of .the .Lord."
Here, beloved, is a most gracious promise annexed to this watchful,
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observant position. Now, do observe, first, how positice the promise,
" They shall," not they may, but" they shall." Here is a Divine
certainty-a Gospel verity; and why? Because, as we have
attempted to show, both the inclination and the practice are from
abo,e. It is part and parcel of the covenant line of things, and
stands in sweet and blessed unison with the merciful grace and divine
condescension that are to follow. Next, they shallunderstalld. That
is, they shall no longer be what is natural to us as creature, in ignorance or in doubt or at a peradventure about these plain and positi\e
dealings of God; but there shall be such a clear, such a c-onclusi,e
such a personal insight into and apprehension of them, as shall bring
the soul thus watching and waiting to know and feel and personally
to realize for himself or herself what these dealings are. Lightdivine light-shall be thrown upon what before appeared dark and
doubtful-and such are brought to understand the position and language of those of old, who, addressing the woman of Samaria, with
regard to the words and works of Jesus, said, " Now we believe, not
because of thy saying; for we have heard Him ourselves, and know
that. He is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world." Dear
reader, is this the way that you came at your religion? Is this the
line of things in which you have been taught of God, and led into a
personal and experimental knowledge of the gracious dealings of
God?
Once more, and briefly, "Shall understand the lovingkindness of
the Lord." Jot simply kindness, dear reader, but lovingkindness. Oh,
it is a sweet word, lo'Cingkindness. And all His dealings, however dark
and doubtful to our poor little, contracted, fleshly minds, are, notwithstanding, in love and tenderness and mercy. " We know but parts
of His ways," but" what we know not now, we shall know hereafter." The grief to every tender conscience is, that we should put
so sorry and G<{d-dishonouring a construction upon His ae: ; that
because we cannot at once see and understand the "h, and e "h61'efore of each and every act, "e should directly ind~~ in e ~ lTI
and language of the patriarch, All these things are against me."
Yet, in a sense, there is ~eES excuse for us than for liim, because 1ee
have such a list and line of eachings and leadings and succour and
deliverances left upon record in the sacred word, and left, too, as
patterns and examples for us, "that we through patience and comfort
of the Scriptures migh have hope." Ab, reader, how prone "e are
to forget, that here we are called to live and walk by faith, and no
by sight. And sure we are that, if a sigh or a tear could en er
heaven, it would be that we have indulged in such God-dishonouring
thoughts and .cherished such fleshly conclusions with respect 0 His
leaclings ancl dealings, whilst on earth. Personally, we are compelled
clay by clay-if possible more than ever-to cry, " Lord, increase our
faith."
THE EDlTOR.

. St. Luke's, Bedminste9', Feb. 5, 1869.
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THE SIGNS OF 'l'HE TIMES.
"The night cometh."-Jofu~ix. 4.
WE are no alarmists, nor have we any wish to pen anything that is sensational; but it is our conviction (one in which many thoughtful Christians
share) that_ the dimness of twilight is falling upon us, and that "the
night cometh" which shall usher in the second advent of our dear
Redeemer.
We cannot feel it right, as many have don'e, to fix dates concerning this
great event, especially in the face of our Lord's assertion, "It is not for
you to know the times and seasons which the Father hath put in His
power." Still, with the word of God in our hands, we may trace out
" the signs" therein laid down that shall foreshadow "the great dlty of
the Lord," and see how they are being fulfilled in the days in which we
live. And that some of the children of God will have their minds
solemnly impressed concerning the approaching end, we gather from the
prophecies of Daniel: "Then said I, 0 my Lord, when shall be the end
of these things? And He said, Go thy way, Daniel; ior the words are
closed up and sealed till the time of the end;" mark, not closed to the
end, but to the time of the end; and adds, "Many shall be purified, and
made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the
wicked shall understand; but the wise shall ~tnderstand."
Of course to such a subject there will always be objectors; for instance,
some will say, " Oh, years ago alarmists told the same tale." We would
meet such with the reproof of the ScriptUl'es: "There shall come -in the
last days scoffers, saying, Where is the promise of His coming? for since
the fathers fell asleep all things continue as they were from the beginning
of the creation." "But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart,
My Lord delayeth His' comiNg, the Lord of that servant shall come in a
day when he looketh not for Him, and in an hour that he is not aware of,
and shall cut him asunder and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites.
There shall be weeping and gnashing of.,teeth.~' We would have this
class of objectors ponder well these solemn words. And then there are
others that say, " Oh, to dwell upon such a suqfect tends to upset people in
their daily duties and engagements.''' We would reply, It ought not, and
would not, if they were under the influence of the grace of God, and
careful to w!itch the unfoldings of the will of J ehovah. " Behold," says
our Lord, "I come as a thief in the night: blessed" (mark, blessed) "is he
that watcheth, and keepeth his garments."
But the painful part of the matter is, that objectors are not confined to
';he world, but are to be found within the Church. The world we might
~xpect would cry, "False alarm! " because they wish not to be disturbed
.' their carnal security, but it is the Church also that is deeply asleep in
this matter, for many are saying such a one who would proclaim a warning voice should be avoided. "Prophesy to us smooth things,"-that
suits the present age. We must follow in the wake of expediency; so
that the few who will be faithful to their convictions and their God are
nearly left alone. And now, beloved, in being drawn, we trust, by the Spirit
of God to this subject, it shall be our aim to take simply the assertions of
L
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tbe Scriptures concerning tbis momentous matter, and draw attention to
circumstances that are occurring in the present day, which seem to be the
fulfilment of those assertions; and possibly the most prominent sign of
the. times is
1. THE ADYANCE OF POPERY.

The beloved JOlill in vision saw that this would be so. "And I stood
upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea: and all
the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped it. And there
was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and
power was given unto him to continue forty and two months. And it lIas
given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and
power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. And
all that dwell upon the earth shall worship Him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world." And after this foregoing vision, J olm goes on to assert: "I saw
another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth
was lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice,
saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen!" It is evident, therefore
from John's view of "things that should be hereafter," that AntichriE
would be allowed great power previous to her overthroll; and is it no so
in the present day? One has truly observed, "Her sudden increase of
energy, as well as of prosperity, may startle us. With st~thy foe she
has been advancing step by step till now she walks abroad a noonday
with the sound of the trumpet, lifting up her head in bold defiance,
and exulting in the consciousness of reco,ered ma cry. Her hand, like
Amalek's, is ' upon the tluone of the Lord,' and she ads and speaks as if
in nothing she would be restrained of all "hat she has imagined to do."
All this we believe is solemnly true, and can only be astonished at the
duplicity of many who smile at the idea of Romish supremacy in this
country. Why, we could fill these l)ages with statistics proving the
advancement of popery in dear Old England. We are told that the opening of new Romish churches and conventual institutions is almost a matter
of every-day occurrence, and the statistics of the last few years sho ll ilia
Romanism is fast becoming a power in this country; and lie migh add
the greatest traitors to the Ohurch of Ohrist are the Ritualis -men who,
receiving the pay of the Church of England, are only obtaining c-onverts
to swell the ranks of the Roman Oatholics in Great Britain, and who are,
we think, only waiting theiJ.· time to declare themselves on the side of
Rome. We believe that the Church of Rome will make a desperate
struggle in England before she finally goes down. That it would ever
gain a predominance in this country some good men cannot believe.
Sincerely do we trust they may be right; but we cannot help fearing and
trembling when we see, as the Protestant Alliance Address informs us,
" Our neglected children being gathered into Romish schools, our sick left
in the hands of Romish nurses, our young women enticed into R{)mish
convents, our taxes applied to the payment of Romish ceremonies llithin
the walls of our workhouses and gaols;" and we might add, England'n
future king to be seen often in ritualistic places of worship-lie say i
does make us tremble for the future of our beloved country.
Oh that the Spirit of the Lord would lift up a standard agains the
deadly encroachments of Antichrist! Vain is the help of man; our only
hope is in the Lord. And then, another sign of the second adven of our
Lord, we gather from God's word is-
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THE FALLING AWAY FROM THE TRUTH.

" When the Son of Man cometh shall He find faith on the earth?" The
character of the religion of the present day is form without power, show
without spirituality, great profession but very little possession; hence,
if you talk to many of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, they are offended
at such a term being applied to them; and, if you talk of the doctrines of
grace, and a saving knowledge of Ohrist, they lift up their heads with
amazement, and think you a man of extreme views-to be avoided; and,
'while this is the character of the religion of the day, the champions of the
truth are being taken away from us. The Lord seems to be fast gathering
home His worthies; and certainly their places are not filled. Hence it is
now a matter of common observation, " Ah! So-and-so is gone home to glory,
and the flock remain without an under-Shepherd." Or, if their pulpits are
supplied, it is by men of a far less knowledge of divine truth, and for the
lack of the word unfolded, om' hands wax feeble, and our spirits languish.
That the Lord will not leave Himself without witnesses is His own assertion; but that He is thinning them must be patent to all who will observe.
And then not merely is there a great falling away from the truth, but
even those who hold the truth seem to be in a very sleepy state. Oh,
how little of Jesus is in om conversation! What a rare thing it is to get
anything like choice spiritual communion with brethren and sisters in the
Lord. They seem absorbed in the things of time, troubled about many
things, carried away by the spirit of the age; in a word, asleep, weary of
following the Master; and we think that our blessed Lord set forth this
state ofthings in His parable of the ten virgins, "While the bridegroom
tarried, they a,a (mark all, both the' wise and unwise), slumbered and
slept." May the Lord the Spirit quicken us to a lively comprehension of
dirine truth and to increased desire after Jesus. We know of no cry so
needful to be put up by the believer in the present day than this short but
comprehensive prayer,-" Quicken Tholl me in Thy way, 0 Lord!"
Anothe:;: remarkable sign of the times is
Ill. THE NUMBER OF FALSE TEACHERS THAT ARE ARISIXG IN THE
PRESENT DAY.

This, it is clearly asserted by our Lord Himself, would be so previous to
His second coming: "For there shall arise false Ohrists and false prophets,
and shall shew great signs and wonders, insomuch that if it were possible
they shall deceive the very elect," and then directly adds: "For as the
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west, so shall
also the coming of the Son of Man be." And was there ever a time when
there where more false teachers existing than in the present day? What
with Romanists, Jesuits, Traetarians, Unitarians, Mormonites, Atheists,
&c., is not our country literally flooded with error in various forms? N?r
must we omit that recent false teacher, Dr. Oolenso, who dared to call m
question the authenticity of God's holy word, and wage war with divine
truth. Not that he can hiJ,rm that word any more than the scratch of a
pin could injU;1'e the solid l:ock; but the harm that he. has done is to insinuate the pOlson of error mto om' colleges, and make infidels of many of
our rising generation, who are to be the future teachers of the people,
and who, when the grand struggle comes, will with their natural religion
be found on Rome's side. Now our mercy and security, beloved, is in
those words just quoted: "IF IT WERE POSSIBLE such would deceive the very
elect." But it is not possible. ,For as in the days of Pharaoh it was the
L2
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chjldren. of Israel only that were preserved from the plague of frogs, so
now in these last days it is God's spiritual Israel that shall be preserved
from unclean spirits, that, like frogs, come out of the mouth of the dragon,
and out of the mouth of the beast. Hence we never hear of a poor
sinner who has felt his need of J eSns, and who has been brought by the
Spirit of God to a saving knowledge of Divine grace, going over to
Romanism or other forms of error. No; Rome's ranks are being increa ed
from the mul~itude of professors who have a name to live, and yet are
dead; and it is marvellous what such will believe. Men of intelligence
and sense upon every other point, yet led' easily to receive the most foolish
vagaries, because made to assume a religious garb. We can only account
for it, in the fact that they must be " given over to believe a lie." And
further, among the teachers of error in the present day, we are told ilia
the Atheists in London are engaged in attempts to imitate or parody the
forms of OhJ:istianity. Infants are being baptised into the Atheistic body,
forms for ceremonies at burials and marriages are being circulated by
their leaders, and an attempt is being made to form a Sabbath-school of
little Atheists. 0 my God, when shall the end of these things be? Surely
Thou canst not much longer stay Thy wrath against such enemies of Thy
beloved Son.
Well, to· our'mind these things all plainly point to the approach of the
end. And, then, the last signs of the times that our space will allow us
to draw attention to, are
IV. THE SOLEMN WAIL INGS THAT ARE T.AKLXG PLACE.

in fulfilment of the words of our Lord-" hd ye shall hear of wars and
rumours of wars. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in
divers places." And are not the news of every week bearing witness to
this; and can we forget the famine of late years in Ireland and in Lancashire, and the pestilences in the form of cholera among the people, and
disease. among the cattlB? It has been vain work to try and trace these
things to secondary causes; we may depend upon it, God's hand has been
therein, and should be acknowledged. And then
"EARTHQ'C.A.KES IT DruBS PLACES."

And is it not so? In our boyish days we would hear of Mount 'Vesuviu.s
and Mount Etna haTIng opened new craters and poured their lava streams
over cultivated land, and, folding our arms in a supposed security, 'We
thought, "Ah. we are safe enough from all that sort ofthing." But now
not merely do we receive accounts that the West Indies have been shaken
by a tremendous convulsion-Peru, the Sandwich Islands, and Oalifornia
and many other parts of the world-but, here, in our supposed snug little
island, we can scarcely take up a paper without reading accounts of hocks
of earthquakes having been unmistakably felt, and we camiot tell how
soon it might be God's will to rend the crust of our hitherto highlyfavoured land and reduce to fragments our boasted works of man' ingenuity. Oertainly, nationally, we are doing enough to cause God to pour
Dut His wrath upon us, but for the sake of the few righteous that are
therein we pray before Him that it may not be so.
But it must be plain to all who will observe that we are, in a remarkable
wa'l, witnessing the fulfilmep.t of this prophecy-" There shall be earthquakes in divers places;" a:s one h'as truly observed, "Our poor ~other
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earth is assuredly in trouble, something is sadly wrong with her, she
labours and groans under her pains and seems as if she would almost
burst her stony heart in her throes."
She is in trouble, and are we not driven to the belief that her trouble
arises from the fact that God is offended with the people upon her surface
.
who are sinning against Him and doing wickedly?
Well now, beloved, are not these things so? Is not Popery making
rapid strides in these days? Is there not a great falling aw.ay from the
simplicity of the truth as it is in Jesus? are not false teachers swarming
our land, and solemn warnings constantly occurring that tell us that the
end draweth near? Are we mistaken in our judgment? or do these facts
commend themselves to your hearts, drawn, as they are not, from man's
imagination, but from God's revelation? If we are right, remember the
words of our blessed Lord, "When these things begin to come to pass,
then look up and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh."
We know it may be said, "Al~, but there £1Ire many things yet to be fulfilled
before the end comes, which must take many years to accomplish." For instance,
our Lord said, "And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be published in all
the world for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the end come."
vVe reply, Some run away with the silly idea that all the world are to be
converted before the coming of Christ; but this is an imagination of man's
brain, and not in accordance with the teaching of God's word; but that
the Gospel is to be published in all the world for a witness is clearly predicted. Now, this seems to be the work which our missionaries, under God,
al'e accomplishing to a certain extent, but this is but a slow process, and
cannot our Lord, by some other means, much more rapid in its operation,
and suitable to the spirit of the age, accomplish the fulfilment of His
purpose? .dIe not changes in these days taking place with remarkable
rapidity? and that some snch means will be taken by Him seems to agree
with the sta ement in the Re,elation, "And I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people." Mark, it was an angel that was to preach, and that angel was
to fly. But whether our Lord very soon bursts from His chamber in the
skies upon us, or whether He tarrieth for a few years longer, the Christian's position is plain, namely, to live in the daily preparation' for their
beloved One's return.
In anticipation of this glorious event, they might take the following as
a motto for their guidance, drawn, as it is, from the injunctions of the
Scriptures : "WATCH"-"WAIT"-" WALK" AND "WORK."

Watch.-" For of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels in heaven, but my Father only; watch therefore, for ye know not
what hour your Lord doth come. Blessed is that servant whom his Lord
when He cometh shall find so doing."
Wait.-" All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my change
come. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall
speak and not lie'; though it tarry, wait for it, because it will surely come,
it will not tarry."
lValk.-" Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought ye to be, in all holy conversation and godliness."
"See that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, redeeming the time because

126

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

the days are evil." Alas! how painful it is to see "heirs of glory" led
away by the frivolities of the age.
W(}1·k.-Not for salvation. This was accomplished solely and entirely
by our Savioill' on the cross; but live warning others-testifying of a precious Christ-spreading His name and fame; in this way" work while it
is called day, for the night cometh wherein no man can work.' Tes,
" the night cometh," but believer in the Lord Jesus; think of the glorious
and eternal doy it will usher in-a morning without clouds-an entrance
"within the veil," beholding Jesus as He'is, no more to be separa 00.
Come, Christian, look up and sing with us the sweet notes of one of God's
watchers : -

"I know joy.bells are ringing
High in the upper air;
I cannot see them swinging,
But I feel that they are flinging
Their music everywhere:
For the coming Christ is bringing
A wreath for His bride to wear.
I see that the clouds are swooping
Up from the eastern sea;
Their dark dull forms are grouping,
Like a death-pall slowly drooping,
O'er this weary world and me:
But I know bytheir hurried trooping
That before the sun they flee.
I feel that the saints are meeting,
Like swallows in autumn-time;
I hear their holy greeting,
And I know that their hearts are
beating

With hope of a summer clime:
Saint unto saint repeating
How love makes life sublime.
I believe that Satan rages
Because hiH time is brief;
One thought my rea.r assuag ~
Though every fiend engages,
Cheered by his fiendish chief:
And desperate ha e Ta - Jesus mn bring relief.
My weary soul is watching,
Till the new bright day appears;
My ear each sound is catching,
My heart her hopes is hatching:
Mine eye, though dimmed with
tears,
Glimpses of joy is snatching,
For the day of glory nears."

Beloved, may the Lord keep us "looking" for that blessed hope, and
the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ,
to whom be glory and honour, power and dominion, now and for e'ermore.
Amen.
G. C.

liforcl.
GONE HOME.
ox .A CHRISTI:AJ.--.' S DEATH.
GONE Home! Oh, how cheering the thought;
From sorrow and suffering free,
The glories of Canaan possess'd,
What a heaven must thine be to thee!
Gone Home. Oh, how happy a change!
The moment the signal was given,
Thy spirit from earth took its flight,
And soar'd with swift pinion to heaven.
Gone Home, to eternally rest!
No more in earth's desert to roam,
To dwell with thy Lord and Thy God,
Gone safely to glory; gone Home!
RICHARDA.
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HEART-WORKINGS.
(Gontinuedfrom Vol. Ill., page 254.)

Sept. 4, 1868.-" Poor and needy." How much in the Gospel of -the
Lord J esu .Ohrist for such! N ever did I desire truly Gospel food till the
blessed Spirit created an appetite in my soul for it. I have been trying
to ask the Lord to deliver me in every respect from the power of Satan.
I fear of late that I have often been assailed with Satan's injections into
my mind, causing me to come to wrong conclusions about the dealings of
God with my soul. The enemy works on my carnal reason, and then for
a while faith in God is not in exercise. I feel that the things of God, and
the way in which He deals with me, cannot be rig'htly seen and acquiesced
in by carnally reasoning about them. To believe spiritually in the Lord
is more than I can do of myself. The faith the Lord gives, He increases;
but it is usually by trying it. How many enemies there are in me to true
and living faith! How many friends to carnal reason! What reason
calls crooked, faith calls straight; what reason calls right, faith calls
wrong; what reason calls wrong, faith calls right; what reason says is
against me, faith says is for me. There is falsehood in the former; there
is truth in the latter. Where one person walks by faith, how many walk
by ·O'ht. "He that believeth shall be saved." What, then, will become
of him who reasons, and believes not? (See Mark xvi. 16.)
c pt. 6.-Have been trying to-day to examine myself.
It was suggested to my mind to do it according to Bible law, Bible Gospel, Bible
invitations, Bible petitions, Bible precepts, and Bible promises. Examining myself according to Bible law, which says, "Thou shalt have no
other gods but me," I find I am guilty, inasmuch as I have preferred
the world-the" pleasures of sin," self, and many other evil things, such
as my own :ways and heart-idols-to the Lord. Again, the law says,
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart," &c. But this I
have not done, but hated Him.. Then the' law curses all who continue
not in all things written therein to do them. Therefore, as I have not
continued to do all the law requires, I am by nature under the curse, and
am "condemned by the law as a transgressor."
Then, if I examine myself according to Bible Gospel, which speaks ofla
Saviour, of justification by His blood and righteousness, of pardon, peace,
life, salvation, mercy, and grace, as 'being" a joyful sound," I cannot
say but that in many times past Bible Gospel has been glad tidings to my
soul, inasmuch as it has just suited my case, bringing everything I need
freely, "without money and without price."
Then, if I examine myself according to Bible invitatiollB, SeWll as, "Ho,
everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters;" "Oome unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden;" "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all
ye ends of the earth;" "Follow me;" and such like; bless the Lord
that there has been in my heart, through the Holy Spirit, a response to
these invitations. There has been a coming to Jesus through the drawings
of the Father; there has been, while suffering from the bite or sting of
the" old serpent," a looking to Jesus for healing and salvatioll; there has
been felt a soul following hard aftel' the Lord.
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Then, if I examine myself according to Bible petitions or prayers, there
has been the cry, as J abez, for a blessing "indeed "-cries similar to
David's for mercy, pardon, healing, help, deliverance, protection, guiding j
. and such as Peter's, "Lord, save me;" the publican's, "God, be merciful
to me, a sinner;" and the poor woman's cry, "Lord, help me."
Then, if I examine myself according to Bible precepts, such as, "Love
one another," "Do this in remembrance of me," there have been times
when with truth I could feelingly say, "We know we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the _brethren ;" and when my soul has felt
it good to meet around the Lord's table with His people to observe Ohrist's
ordinance in remembrance of Him.
Then, if I examine myself by Bible promises of strength, clothing, feeding, peace, the Lord's presence, blessing, cleansing, directing, delivering
upholding, &c., there have been seasons when the precious promises have
been applied by the Holy Spirit with power to my soul, healing and comforting it, and making me feel, that though poor and needy, yet the Lord
thought upon me.
If I examine myself, "the old man," the only conclusion I can come to is,
"Behold, I am vile;" and as Paul, "In me [that is, in my flesh] dwelleth
no good thing." So that I cannot come to the same conclusion about
myself as Pilate did when he examined Jesus, "I find no fault in Him ;"
but quite the contrary.
"Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith.
Well, this is the
faith I am in, and the faith in me-that in myself I am undone; but in
the Lord Jesus Ohrist I am, I trust, t.hrough the doings of the Trinity in
Unity and Unity in Trinity, saved for ever, being "-saved with an everlasting salvation." "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within qle
bless His holy name."
Sept. 10.-0h, lYhat a foolish creature I am! It seems as if I shall
never be anything here but a changeable, frail, vain, and sinful worm of
the earth. Worms spend a good deal of time in the dark, under ground.
So it is with me. Let a man call the worms out of their holes, their hidingplaces, and will they obey him? No. What will bring them out? Why,
the Lord's sending the gentle dew from heaven; this -will bring them out
of their dark holes. So with my poor soul. I feel there is no~ can
bring it out of dark underground places, holes and corners, but the blessed
Spirit's dew sent down from heaven, and gently distilling on my soul.
Lord, let it come now. Oh for the dew, the gentle refreshing dew. I can't
make it come, 0 Lord. Let Thy doctrine drop on my soul as the rain,
and distil a-s the dew. When doctrine comes in this way to my soul, I then
feel it is not what is called "dry doctrine," but "wholesome." How
precious the promise, "Fear not, thou worm Jacob; I will help thee." I
have sometimes thought of the fact that no one likes to give house-room
to worms. People will find house-room for cats and dogs, birds, &:'c., bu
none to poor worms. But such is the great love and condescension of the
Lord Jesus Ohrist, that He graciously protects and finds room in His
alI'ections for poor sinful worms, even those who are made to feel so by
the teaching of His Holy Spirit.
Sept. 25.-How near I feel sin to be! How far off salvation. Yet
tl::e presence of s~n does not, thank God, prevent me desiring the salvation 'Of the Lord, to whom it belongs. Sin belongs to me, "salvation
belongeth to the Lord." The blessed Spirit has shown me my sin, and I
hope to be shown God's salvation. Sin is my burden, yet the dear
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Saviour has many times granted me relief from this burden. When the
sensible relief is withdrawn, then to some extent the burden is felt agair.
Eventually such relief will come that· will never be exceeded by any
burden again. At times I have a burden of fears, cares, anxieties, and
can then. feelingly, with Jeremiah, say, "The Comforter ·which should
relieve my soul is far off from me." Yes, He the Comforter is the great
and effectual soul-Reliever. It is not anything which can relieve my soul.
The world cannot, nor self, nor any creature; none but the Holy Ghost
the Comforter. When His comforts are felt in my soul, what "pure
delight" is then enjoyed! As one said, "In the multitude of my
thoughts witnin me, Thy comforts delight my soul." Here are the living
soul's delights-" Thy comforts." There is something particular and
special in the complaints of the child of God, and there is also something
particular in his comforts. The sweet comforts of the Comforter felt in
the soul prevent, during the time they are enjoyed, bitter complainings.
They humble the soul, ·and lead to thankfulness and praise. All my
complainings will, I hope, soon be over; may they be followed with
" everlasting consolation" through Jesus Christ my Lord.
Sept. 26.-What a precious doctrine is that of the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Christ! When my soul feels lively in the things of God,
. through the gracious power of the Holy Spirit, what proofs are these of
the truth of Christ's resurrection from the dead. The angels said, "He
is risen; why seek ye the living among the dead?" Yes, He is alive;
"alive for evermore: death hath no more dominion over Him." He is
ali,e to the best interests of my soul, both for time and eternity; alive to
guide me mth His omniscient eye, to hold me with His powerful hand,
o defend me "ith His mighty power, to clothe me with His righteousn -- to cleanse me mth His blood, to supply all needful grace for this
time--ta e, and after"ard receive me to g-lory." Because He lives, I
hope to li,e also. Oh to know more of Him! How excellent is the
knowledge of Christ. Wha is e,ery other kind of knowledge compared
to this? "This is life eternal, to kno" Thee the only true God, and
Jesus Ohrist whom Tl10u ha.st sent." I have felt to-day a little of the
blessed Spirit's help in prayer. What a marked difference there is in
"praying in the Holy Ghost," and· praying without His felt assistance.
While praying for the Holy Ghost, what a want of power and liberty I
have often felt; but, when praying in the Holy Ghost, what enlargement
of heart is experienced! How the mouth is opened! What liberty is
felt at a throne of grace! How the precious blood of Christ is pleaded!
How the precious promises are applied! What a solemn entering into
the holiest by the blood of Jesus! How the Scriptures are opened!
What love to the brethren felt! What sin confessed! How self is
loathed! What co=union carried on and enjoyed with the Father and
His dear Son Jesus Christ! Oh for more heartfelt experience of these
vital realities! These are the rich blessings which will make me " dead
to sin" and the world, and " alive to God."
Oct. 6.-" Faint, yet pursuing." Yes, I trust I am pursuing the right
course from Egypt to Canaan. I feel I cannot pursue what I once did.
How eagerly sin, the world, and its pleasures were pursued! Thank God
for stopping me from pursuing those things. Ah! He has done it, glory
to His dear name. What a great work is conversion! Who but the
Almighty Spirit of God could effect it? My soul has often felt faint; so
much so, as that I have hardly been able to detect any signs of life. Y~t
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there is still a pursuing in seeking the Lord, and in crying to Him. I am
often pursued by enemies, such as evil thoughts and feelings, besides
Satan's temptations. So I find, if the Lord enable me to pursue what is
.good and right in His sight, sin, Satan, and the world will pursue me.
Well, it is better these should pursue me than I pursue them. I want my
soul to be following "hard after God." There is so much in God the
Saviour for the following soul. " Follow thou me," said Jesus to Peter.
But no, carnal reason says, Follow me; the world says, Follow me; sin
says, Follow me; Satan says, Follow me; the Pope says, Follow me.
When in a umegenerate state there was no response in my soul to these
words of Jesus; but, since the Holy Spirit hath quickened my soul, there
has been felt a sweet influence, inclining my mind and will to follow Him.
I am sme of this, that God the Holy Ghost alone can prevent a sinner
following the course of this evil world, and beget in his heart a living and
sincere desire to follow the Lord Jesus Ohrist.
Nov. 15.-How awful it must be to be deceived! Am I deceived? Sin
is deceitful. My own heart is deceitful. Satan is wil.y. "Who but the
Holy Spirit of truth can preserve me from being deceived? Oh the many
fears I often have as to how it will be with me in the end. \\hat effect
have they on my mind? Why, they lead me to ask the Lord to make
known to me my standing-if it be in Ohrist; if my religion is of Him ;
if I am born again. How possible to have much light in the head
without having a grain of grace in the heart. "What a great thing it is
to feel certain of being the Lord's cho en, redeemed, and quickened child!
"What extremities my soul is sometimes driven to on these heads! Ah,
there is such a place as "wits' end." Oan the Lord do anything for a soul
in such a place? My heart says, "Yes." At such a place the Lord's
works are seen and felt to be marvellous; and that the Spirit-taught soul
knoweth right well.
Jan. 12, 1869.-0hildren often talk of their Ohristmas presents. On
Ohristmas Day I had two sent me from" a far country," where I hope a
King, a particular friend of mine, lives and reigns. They were no intended
for the purse, cupboard, or the body; but for the lifting up and encouragement of my sinking and desponding soul. With them came the certainty
that the Lord intended to save my soul. Oh, how this broke my heart !
and humbled me down at the blessed feet of Jesus. How wonderful it is
that the great God and Saviour should condescend to bestow such mercy
upon a worm, "a bruised reed." Here is free grace indeed. When
under the softening and illuminating influence of this visit from the Lord,
I wondered to myself what was going to take place, whether or not the
Lord was about taking me to Himself. But no; His purpose "as to pu
me in the furnace of affliction, and there try the grace He bestowed. The
very next day I was so ill as to render it needful to consult a medical man.
The means he tried not succeeding, another was consulted. The L-oru
was pleased to bless the means he prescribed to the subduing of the
malady. Now the Lord knew what was going to occur. "What I beg
Him to give me, is a heart to bless His adorable. name for so graciously
blessing my soul befQrehand, and also while in the furnace. Oh this
fUl'llace-work! How the flesh shrinks from it! Yet what needs-be there
. is for it! How close my soul seemed brought into contact "ith eternal
realities! What cries to the Lord! What questionings! What searchings
. of the heart! What heart-speaking to the dear Saviour !
Tetb~vr'!l.
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DESERT PLAOES.
" And He said unto them, Gome ye yourselves into a desert place, and rest
awllile,. for there were many coming and going, and tlley had nolleisure so muc1b
as to eat.",--MARK vi. 31.

How graciously does the Lord provide for the different states and circumsta);lces of His chilili·en. While it is His sovereign will and pleasure
that there should be no idle servants in His house, as He gives to each
their appointed work in the proper season, yet it is also needful, yea,
necessary, that they should have suitable times for rest, while He Himself chooses such times and places for that rest, as may not be altogether
pleasing to their own ideas; thus in the present instance, the place
selected for the disciples to rest awhile in was a "desert place." They
had been sent out by two and two to preach, and had power given them
to work miracles, casting out devils, and healing the sick; neither was it
pleasant work to the flesh they were engaged in, for they were commanded to "take nothing for their journey save a staff only; no scrip, no
bread, no money in their purse;" to be shod with sandals, and not put on
two coats. There was nothing very tempting in this expedition to the
carnal mind. But they had fulfilled their mission, and returned to tell
Jesus all things, "both what they had done and what they had taught."
What a lesson! to bring all one's concerns, spiritual and temporal, to
Jesus. Then it was that they were invited to "come into a desert place,
and rest awhile i" but the invitation was very distinctive: "Oome ye
yoursel,es apart;" but mark, He does not say, "go ye yourselves." He
does not send them alone. No: He accompanies them into this quiet resting-place; and, "hen there, provides sustenance for both body and soul.
But, leav'..ng these favoured disciples, whose delight it was to do their
Master's will, i may be profitable to contemplate the desert places
wherein God's people are frequently called upon to rest awhile as they
journey onwards and homewards, for their souls are sometimes brought
down by labour, though not always of an a-etive kind.
First, there is the 'desert-place of the hidings of God's countenance;
and surely this is one of the hardest things to bear to those who enjoy
most of His smiles whose favour is life; those who, with tender conscience
and loving heart, delight, like the beloved disciple John, to be constantly
near their Lord, to lean upon His bosom. Some Christians can be satisfied with a smaller degree of close fellowship with Jesus than others,
though as nearly allied in union. This is no theory, for we constantly
see it in every-day life, and the reason appears to be they allow the cares
and anxieties of life to swallow up so much of their thoughts and attention. They tell you they have no time for better things '; it is. true some
are necessarily more absorbed with worldly matters than others, but
should the world occupy all our time? Oannot our religion be carried
into it? Or are there no leisure moments when we can be alone with
God? The Psalmist, who was a man full of active employment, could yet
find time from the cares of state to serve the King of kings, and mourned
His absence in such plaintive strains as these-" Why art thou cast down,
o my soul, and why art thou disquieted within me ?" "I will say unto
God my Rock, Why hast Thou forgotten me?" (PsalJ):J. xlii.) "Lord, why
castest Thou off my soul? why hidest Thou Thy face from me ?" (Psalm
l=viii. 14.) " Wilt Thou not revive us again: that Thy people may rejoicein Thee?" (Psalm lxxxv. 6.) "0 God, be not£llr from me; 0 my God,

132

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

make haste for my help" (Psalm lxxi. 12.) Though to our spiritual senses
the Lord appears sometimes to have withdrawn Himself, yet it is really
not so, according to the encouraging declaration of our blessed Savioul',
".Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." There are
seasons when the child of God cries out, "My Beloved had withdmwn
Himself and was gone: I sought Him, but I could not find Him; I
called Him, but He gave me no answer." In such seasons, to OUT apprehension it may be said of us, "And thy heaven that is over thy head
shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron" (Deut.
xxviii. 23.) Our prayer seems so to return to us again; but it is our
"iniquities which have separated between us and our God, and our sins
have hid His face from us that He will not hear." "Because of the
wickedness of thy doings whereby thou hast forsaken me." This brings
the chastening l'od. We cannot charge God with changeableness: no, He
is of one mind, and none can turn Him; so that the change must undoubtedly be in ourselves, though the teaching may be according to His
sovereign will and pleasure.
But secondly, there is the desert place of temptation, and, terrible as it
is, how comforting to know that our great Forerunner "as also brought
into this desert place, that in all things He should be made like unto
His brethren, sin excepted, " Then was Jesus led up of the IoJpirit intD the
wilderness, to be tempted of the devil," but, as the Holy J esu "ould not
have gone willingly into temptations, since in all His a' He "as led of
the Spirit, is it too much to say, 0 tried and tempted belie,er, that all thy
path is marked out; yea, even thy seasons of temptation? Thou needest
to be shown what is in thine heart, what pride lurks there, what lusting
of the flesh against the Spirit, what carnality, what unbelief! All these
thiligS have to be brought to thy view by temptation, but to specify the
various fol'IDS of it would be more than human pen could accomplish;
neither is it necesEary, since every tempted child of God knows too "ll"ell
the particular forms Satan appears to him in, whethel' as a roal'ing lion,
or an angel of light, .whether through the world, our o"n peculiar temperament and disposition, or our religious observances.
Our Lord was tempted in three ways: fust, thl'ough hunger' secondly,
to doubt His own Divinity, yet prove it by attempting self-destruction;
and, thirdly, through ambition; yet He overcame, that" He might be
able to succour them that are tempted." Bu in whatever form "e aTe
tried, the apostle Paul "\\Tites for our encouragement, "There hath no
temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful,
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; bu "\\ill
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able t-<>
bear it." We sometimes think our own temptations very uncommon;
but the wOl'd of God tells us that others have travelled the same dreaTy
road befme us, and, whilst we aTe "in heaviness through manifold temptations," let us take courage from the thought that when we are tried,
even as with fue, we shall come fOl'th as gold purified, to the honour and
praise of the great Refiner.
Thirdly, there is the desert place of sickness,. and truly tbis is a place
where we must" rest awhile" from active service of whate,er kind "e
are accustomed to be engaged in. When the body is racked mth pain,
01' worn down by weakness, we are apt to wince at the rod, or quarrel
with the dispensation, until the affliction is sanctified by discovering the
needs-be for it. Tliose who, with the writer, have been kept at home for
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weeks together, -and heard every Sabbath the church-bells around calling
worshippers to assemble in God's earthly courts, will agree that it requires
no small amount of patience and submission to acquiesce in the Lord's
dealings, especially when the house of God is so loved and esteemed that
we can say with David, "A day in Thy courts is better than a thousand."
For by this we are taught that our dependence is to be place\! on the
Lord of hosts, Himself, and not upon any of His instrumentalities.
And here we may observe that in the desert place of sickness, we are
often accompanied by Jesus; and a blessed Oompanion He is, turning the
desert into a garden, and causing it to rejoice and blossom as the rose. '
Fourthly, there is the desert place of bereavement, and here we are to
turn aside from our usual routine to more'solemn engagements; here we
are to contemplate death in all its reality; here we are to have our very
hearts torn asunder by parting from near and dear ones. Oh, this is a
desert place indeed to have tho;;e with whom we have taken sweet counsel
together separated from us for the remainder of our natural life ; their
loved voices hushed, their loved faces removed from our sight, for ever
shall we say? Nay; if dead in Ohrist we shall meet again, and, when
grace prevails over nature, we shall be comforted by the prospect that the
next meeting will be for ever. Still this is a desert place, in which we are
drawn" apart," and have great need of divine sympathy and consolation.
In this path also our Saviour trod; therefore He can sympathise in all our
sorrows, for He wept from the same cause.
Fifthly, and lastly, there is the desert-place of losses, crosses, and trials
of ,arious kinds, which are too numerous to particularize, but, as each heart
knows its own bitterness, so will each individual Ohristian be best able to
fill up hi- or her own list. Persecutions for Ohrist's sake, being 'forsaken
by false friends whom we vainly took for real ones, a famine of the word
of life, which mo-t have to experience at one time or other, together with
the body of sin and death e,er present to contend against, make up a sumtotal well-nigh sufficient 0 overwhelm us ; yet let us bear in mind these
desert places,are resting-place-, where we are led apart to commune with our
own hearts and God, for _vain is the help of man under such circumstances.
" Go not into thy brother's house in the day of thy calamitv, for better is
a neighbour that is near than a brother far off,' Yes, go to this near
Neighbour, this good Samaritan, who alone is able to pour the oil 01' consolation into thy wounds, and refresh and ~trengthen thee with the wine
of His love. He can and will make all !nace abound towards thee, and,
though not outwardly, yet the solitary place of thine heart shall be glad
and rejoice while He is with thee; for He has promised that His" grace
shall be sufficient for thee," Hi 'trength shall be made perfect in thy
weakness," Then there is he re 'na-place alone for whicb. we sigh, but
call not death the de er place leading to it. Oh, no, it is only tb.e last
shadow thrown acros he ,alley of life, the chamber where mortality
unrobes itself, to be cio hed upon with endless light while entering into
the mansions prepared, 0 be 'for ever with the Lord."
Manchester.
A LITTLE OXE.
-

When Ohrist was born, all Jerusalem was in an uproar; so when
Ohrist is born in the soul, corruption arms itself against grace; there is a
combat betwixt flesh and Spirit; but Ohrist subdues the flesh, by little
and little.

134

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

"THE RIGHTEOUS HATH HOPE IN HIS DEATH."
How very different do we feel when hearing or reading of the trials,
affiictions, and sorrows of others, to what we do when it comes home, close
home, to ourselves. We may sympathise, and that deeply, wi 1i our friend
in affiiction, but the feeling is very different when it en er our mm
house; and., "hile we feel to be living in a dying world, and bemO' continually reminded by the removal of one and another of our me d.s and
acquaintances that we have here no continuing dwelling-place-yes
when death for the first time enters our own house, and cuts down ID h a
stroke a loved child or a tender and affectionate wife, we feel as tho O'h
"e never saw death as a reality. Before we had thought of dea
and
mourned the departure of dear friends, but we had never before seen ilie
king of terrors in all his terrible power, and felt its solemn effect -ho"
it loosens our grasp of even the lawful things of time; how one mind'
solemnly awed; how one sees "Vanity, vanity, vanity" is stamped upon all ;
how one envies not the rich and gr.eat with all their pomp and show' how
one's friends and companions in the Lord, with whom one had taken s"ee
counsel, seem to fail in giving that comfort and consolation which is
their wont. We feel, and deeply feel, one thing is needful-nothin but
the Lord will·do. Come, thou much-loved and long-expected Gne:-r come
take possession of one's troubled breast.
"Let others stretch their arm like seas,
And grasp in all the shoreGrant me the TI.si of Thy face,
And I desire no more."
Thy love alone can cheer this dungeon "here I dwell; here we are surrounded by death and dying ; in the Lord alone is life. The nearest and
strongest of earthly ties are one by one being snapped asunder. Those"ha
"ere once our fr-iends are changed to foes; real friends are growing cold,
and standing aloof; enemies are gaining a victory; all things in nature
appears to be revolutionized, and one sighs and feeliugly cries"Jesus, Lover of my soul,
"Hide me, oh, my Sanour, hide
Let me to Thy bosom fly,
Till the storm of life is pal: While the raging billows roll,
Safe into the ha.en guide,
While the tempest still is high.
Oh, receive my soul a last.'
These a1'6 some of the thoughts and feelings which have possessed one s
breast through the removing by death of the beloved partner of o~e'
life, the shareI' of one's sorrows and joys, one that at all times and undeall cirCUlllstances manifested that deep concern for one's welfare, that kind
and tender care for one's comfort, that loving and affectionate sympath
in one's every distress, that meek alid amiable disposition which characterizes butfew of the gentler sex. How every movement of one's mind and
the co=on occurrences of every day, brings afresh to one's though ilie
many little acta of tenderness and affection performed by the dear
departed-how one seems to miss the loving smile and warm grasp of the
hand, with which one was almo t invariably greeted at the door after an
absence from home, with a, "I am so glad you are come, dear; ho" .- i
you are so late? I was afraid you "ere not coming." These seem little
common-place matter-Of-course things while life lasts, but "hen death
comes and takes away the dear object of one's love, with wha differen
feelings are they regarded.
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Row often does it occm with the Ohristian that while sustaining some
heavy load, a burden, which appears to crush him to the earth, and while
writhing beneath the strokes of God's correcting rod, he cries with the
psalmist, "Thine hand presseth me sore; I am troubled; I am bowed
down greatly; I go mourning all the day long i I am feeble and sore
broken; I roar by reason of the disquietness of my heart; Lord, all my
desire is before thee, my strength faileth me i as for the light of mine eyes
it is gone from me." 'Vhile thus lamenting, confessing, and crying, the
Lord is pleased, for wise ends and gracious pmposes, to lay on a heavier
stroke, an altogether unlooked-for and never-before-experienced trial,
which appears to strike the dying dead.
This was niy case when the Lord was pleased to take from my side my
beloved wife. Various things had combined to make one's path a path of
real sorrow. One had left the harassing cares of business, and had gone
into the vVest of England for a few days' rest and quiet, hoping the
change would be the means of bracing one's nerves and cheering one's
downcast spirits; but the night before one's return such gloom and despondency filled one's breast, and such darkness, such felt darkness, pervaded
the mind, that one was apprehensive more trouble was near. Oh, how low
one sank, and thought it impossible to bear any additiop. to one's aheady
heavy load i but so it fell out that on reaching home one discovered the
fact that the beloved one had been taken ill, and a medical man had been
called in. She grew worse and worse, and in a day or two was obliged
o take to her bed, and her medical attendant gave it as his decided opinion
,ha she would not recover, her disease being that of rapid consumption.
I no,," became a matter of the greatest moment to myself and others who
1
her and not less so to herself, how matters stood for eternity. She
ha been a reader and a lover of the truths contained in the GOSPEl,
lli~-= and 0 her Eimil3.1' works for about fifteen years; many were the
.ps and crumbs. she had picked up in their perusal. The editor's pieces in the
Magazine were particularly sweet and encouraging to her, and she usually
spoke of the wriL~r as 'dear Mr. Doudney," and deeply did she sympathise with him in his late bereavement. 'rhe late" Recluse" was also a
favourite writer with her, and lately she had found the papers by the
" Old Pilgrim" precious to her i but the religion that will do very well
when calmly and smoothly sailing down the river on a sunshiny day
oftentimes proves insufficient to support the mind when called to cross the
broad Atlantic in a tempestuous sea, especially when that storm is the
terrible blast of death. All natural ties are now to be severed i kind
friends are to be seen and welcomed no more; the object of one's love is
to be left behind; dear children which had been so fondly caressed are
soon to be without a mother's tender care; the sweet babe is to be torn
from the breast. Death is a solemn reality. Eternity, vast eternity,
opens to view; every power of the mind is called into exercise; every
faculty of the soul is aroused; the sins of a whole life-time present themselves to view ; all the sins of childhood that had been buried for many
years now stand up in array; and she remarked, "What a wicked girl I
was; what a wicked, thoughtless child! Oh, it is a solemn thing to be
brought to the position I am in."
The disease continued to make terrible ravages on the constitution.
She lost flesh in the most rapid mauner, and in about three weeks was not
able to move without assistance; her poor bones almost protruded through
the skin, and she was literally brought into that position described in
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Psalm xxii., "I am poured out like water, and all m' bon are ou of
joint: my strength is dried up like it potsherd; and I am bra O"h i 0
the dust of death. I may tell all my bones: they look and ~ are upon
me." In this state a second medical man was called in, "l>ho con
in
the opinion already given, that she would not la!lt long. che rece:,
the announcement quietly and calmly, remarking to her husb
"I
must go, WaIter," and added, "I have only one reque_ 0 make: i 'that I may try Mr. C.'s treatment; the Lord may blesr the me ". I 0
not at all think that He will, but He may. The means are 0
'0 - .
After t~at I will not put you to any other expense." Thin of course, gratified. :Mr. C.'s medicine had the effect of ren .
El' .0
about ten days, when she relapsed into the same utter "l>eakn -" an c
plete prostration. Her natural disposition being nervous and irri b e. i
was very remarkable with what patience she endured her sufferin
"ha
resignation to the mind and will of God, and with what co~o-e an [OTtitude she faced death; how grateful for every little k:indne~ sho
by
those about her, and what deep sense she possessed of her own
"1>0
•
ness; sometimes saying, upon a little wine being offered to her ,. I am
not worthy to take anything; I am a beast; I am un"l>orthy.'
The following are a few of the sentences which fell from her li during
her short but most paintill illness. She complained of QTe8 hardness of
heart, and lamented it most bitterly, and "I> c metim heard praying
vehemently, especially in the nigh ea..."On in the follomng way. " 0
Lord, have mercy upon me, ha,e mercy upon me. Oh tha Thou wouldest
rend the heavens, and come dO"l\ll, and break this hard heart: break it,
o Lord, in ten thousand pieces.
It was a great trouble to her that she could not pray with her eyes shut
quietly to herself, for Satan, she said, lulled her to sleep, or presented
objects to her view, and she did not like praying" aloud, for fear of being
heard. Thus a cloud of obstacles is raised to keep the seeking soul from
Christ. "Bilt," says Berridge, "if thou press on the clouds will fly, and
.though faint to Jesus cry, and He will send supplies." To a friend she said,
" Oh, :Mr. A--, how hard my heaJ.·t is! how haJ.,d I feel it!' On beingasked how she first came to go to chapel, she said she did no hardly
know, only when a child a feeling came o,er her 0 go 0 eba
and she
continued to go all these years, and scarc-ely be"l> "ha. 0 y el- a
.' I
O' one
little in trouble about her soul, , bu that·- all no"
of God's elect. Oh 0 die, and no
knO"l> "here I mi'~ .
ea
ou pray -with me?~ I
:full of
leap in the dark how awful.
fears, I cannot feel myself a sinner Q'Tea enough and I can do
. ~
it is the Lord who mlli>-t do all Himself. You canno help me; : '" - e
Lord who must do that. Your con,ersation may be a help to e,' - e
Lord is pleased to bless it. Oh tha I could feel myself a great ~er .
no
I am afraid it is merely to escape hell I am seeking after God.
from a real love to Rim. Oh, how I do desire to love God :
build me up on a false foundation." Still mourning hardn "0
and fearing no real change had taken place, "I do feel some 0 lro'
the Lord when I am here alone. Oh that He would come an
hard heart soft. I do want to love Him so. Oh to think 0 d' ,and
my heart so hard. If the righteous scarcely be sa,ed where'Eball the
ungodly and the sinner appear? I know I can do nothing· oh 0 oh no."
Found her sinking very fast; she said that she had no hope.
Oh that the
Lord would shine upon me, and show me a token for good, and hen take
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me home-just one token, one little token." Still desiring the Lord's
mercy, but fearing she knew nothing savingly. "Oh, how much I need
His mercy! Oh, what a sinner I am! what a great sinner I am !How
I do wish He would shine upon my poor soul! "
Found her more comfortable to-day; had found comfort from those
words of the dying thief, " Lord, remember me." She said, "The poor thief
found mercy, perhaps I may; but I fear it is all nothing." Found her today again mourning hardness of heart; she says, "How hard I am! I
seem to have no feeling at all. My husband asked this morning what I
desire to go to heaven for; was it merely to escape hell, or is it to enjoy
the society of God and His saints? Those words have almost killed me.
I don't know anything. I am filled with confusion; my nearest and
dearest friends and relatives are nothing to me; it is the company of the
poor dear children of God that I love. How exceedingly kind of dear
Mrs. M-- and dear Mrs. B-- to take the trouble to come and see one
so unworthy. I am astonished at their kindness, they spoke so feelingly
to me. How kind they are. The Lord bless them. I only want the
company of the godly, but feel unworthy of their notice. If I could but
touch the hem of His [Jesus'] garment. The disciples, when they were
jomneying to Emmaus, their eyes were holden that they should not know
Jesus; even so are my eyes holden that I cannot see Him. All gifts are
nothing; we must have grace. Lord, remember me."
On her husband's asking the state of her mind this morning, "So
dark, dark, dark!" "What, have you no hope?" "No, not any."
"Can you pray?" "No, I cannot; I am so full of confusion." "Do
you feel any desire? " "Yes, I have got a desire for the Lord. Oh, that
He "l\ould appear; just one little token, the smallest token." Olasping
her hands she said, "Do, Lord, remember me!'
Found her to-day sinking very fast. She said, "My heart is not quite
so hard-feel a little melting of soul; but I want the Lord to appear fully
to my soul. Will you read to me about Ohrist being crucified between
two thieves? Oh, how I do want to love the Lord; but I fear I have
never passed the change of heart. I could give up everything if the
Lord would appear; but I suppose I am not one of His chosen. He will
not, then, reveal Himself to me."
Found her to-day greatly distressed in mind, and tempted by Satan.
" Satan," she said, "has appeared to me, and told me you are trying to
build up with a false hope, when I am nothing but a hypocrite; and he
will be sure to have me in hell, and that I was only afraid for Mr. H - to see me, because he would be sure to see what a hypocrite I am."
Sunday morning. "I have got a little hope; if any of the friends at
chapel ask for me, you can tell them I have a little hope; I feellike J acob,
'I cannot let Thee go, except Thou bless me ; , using words in prayer is not
enough."
Found her to-day more composed and comfortable; she had a hope.
She said her heart was not quite so hard. "Oh, how I do wish I was
upon earth when the Lord was, and that I could have spoken to Him!"
On being asked the state of her mind this morning she said, "Oh,
" I am a guilty, weak, and worthless worm
On Thy kind arms I fall,
Be Thou my strength and righteousness,
My Saviour, and my all.'
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That is my feeling. I am nothing but sin. To say we are sinners is not
enough; we must feel it. Oh, that the Lord would pardon my sins, and
take me home! "
This morning she said to her husband, "Oh, WaIter dear, I have had
such a happy feeling to-night. I was sitting up in the bed, and all of
a sudden I felt as if the Lord was coming into the room, and there was
such a happy pleasant feeling come over my spirit that I cannot describe.
It was like shining through the lattice, and it gave me such a bright,
shining hope in the Lord. Oh, thought I, I shall be ahle to tell you in
the morning_ the Lord is come. But it was soon gone, it only lasted a
minute; and now I fear it was all nothing, but it has left a sweet and
pleasant feeling."
To her husband, who had been absent during the day, she said, "Mr.
A--( our minister) has been)o see me to-day. I found his visit very comfading. He quoted Romans the 8th and 24th. 'We are saved by hope.'
I never thought of that. I never saw such beauty in the words before.
I have got a hope, and the apostle says we are sCliVed by hope. I find
those words encouraging to me." At another time she said to her husband, "I have been comforted to-day, dear, from myoId ten, that I "\las
enabled to rest upon, when dear Gad (her eldest little boy) was born;
, This is our God for ever and ever, and will"be our Guide am unt{) death.' "
Spoken with great emphasis, "even tmto clcc?th." Some time after she said,
"Oh, how rebellious I feel! how rebellious I am. "
She was frequently heard fer,ently praying in the nights, " 0 Lord,
give me patience-give me strength and pa iencs-to bear it. Take me
home, dear Lord, take me home. Don't let me be a trouble to themreveal Thyself to my soul,' and take me home." Seeing her little boy
weeping, she said, "Don't cry, my dear; it is God's will. Poor little fellow!
Don't cry, my child; you have got your father left, and this is God's will
that I should be brought here." To her husband she said, "Take care
of Effie, dear, because her chest is delicate. I leave nIl the dear chilurcn
to you and the Lord. Take care of poor little dear bahy-1 knO"l\ you
will. I cannot think how it is I am willing to leaDe the dear children.
It seems most astonishing to me. I have no wish to express to you. I
leave it alto Let me share yom troubles with you as long as I am hereit will not be long. We have lived and 10\'ed one another only a felt;
years together. I should have liked, if it had been the Lord's will, to be
spared a little longer to you and the dear children; but we must part some
day. Don't fret, dear, it is the Lord's will."
The night before she died she was very wandering in her mind at times,
but for the most part was quiet and composed. She was frequently heard
to' be in prayer, and remarked, "I am so glad he (meaning her husband)
has got a God to go to. The Lord bless him. Bless him for all his
kindness to me. Poor fellow, how he does try to do all he can for me.
Bless him and the dear children Thou hast given us." She repeated that
verse, "A day's march nearer home." On my entering the room she
said, "I have such a pleasant feeling, dear, that I am one clay nearer
home than I have ever been before. 'Will you spend a few minutes in
prayer?" On rising from my knees she said, "Every word of yom
prayer expresses the desires of my soul-every word." I entered her room
a little before she departed, and she held out 1>.er hand, and said, "Goodbye, darling." I sat by her side, and she said, "How sleepy I am. I
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think it is Satan that lulls me asleep when anybody comes to talk to me
on the best things." She lay awhile and gasped for breath, and repeated
that verse of Fowler's"Jesus, o'er the billows steer me,
Be my Pilot in each storm;
Hold me fast and keep me near Thee,
For Thou knowest I'm but a worm."
"But a worm! But a worm! I am but a worm!" On observing Gadsby's
Hymn.Boo¥: she said, "How I have wanted that book. There is a hymn
there very sweet to me. I can find it." Her poor trembling dying
fingers turned leaf after leaf, and pointed to hymn 229.-" That's it."
" How firm a foundation, ye !mints of the Lord,
Is laid for your fait]:l in His excellent word;
What more can He say than to you He has saidYou who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?"
The last verse appeared precious to her" The soul that on Jesus has leaned far repose
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell shall endeavour to shake,
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake."
She said, "How beautiful!
Toplady"; hymn-

How nice!" and then repeated part of

" While I draw this fleeting breath,
When my eye-strings break in death;
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment-throne:
Rock of Ages, shelter me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."
After resting a little time she asked for the children, and kissed them, and
gave directions about her little girl's hair; feeling now her end was near.
I asked her if she had any hope; she replied with some confidence, "Oh,
yes, dear; I think the Lord will receive me. I could tell you a great
deal if I had breath," and added, as her breath permitted, "Hope-thou
-in-God." On my entering the room after a few minutes' absence, she
said, . "Will you have a little prayer-meeting, dear?" We gathered
around her bed for that purpose. She said, "Read loud, dear, because
I am so deaf." After reading Psalm c=iii. 3, "Have mercy upon us, 0
Lord, have mercy upon us," she muttered quietly, "Yes, yes." Immediately a slight rattling was heaJ.'d in the throat, and her eyes rolled
around and rested on me, when
"Two gentle sighs, her spirit brokeWe scarce could say she's gone,
Before her ransomed spirit took
Its seat before the throne."
Thus passed away one of the most kind and affectionate of wives, tender and loving mothers, sympathizing and sincere friends the world has
ever known. She was interred in Dorking Oemetery, 00tober 2nd, aged
40 years. Mr. Allmett preached her funeral sermon on Sunday, October
4th, and commenced by saying_Cl Dear friends, we are IDet under very
M2
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solemn circumstances to-day. The Lord hath seen fit to remove from
amongst us our friend Mrs. Ourry; and I feel it a very solemn occasion.
This day three months she occupied her seat with us, hearty and well,
probably no thought of death; but now the wife, the mother, and the friend
lies buried in yonder cemetery. Before her death she said many things to
others that she did not say to me. I had not heard of her illness, but I felt my
mind particularly exercised, and a spirit of prayer going out to the Lord
on behalf of my friend her husband, and he was continually on my mind.
When I heard of Mrs. Curry's illness, I went to see her, and I asked the
state of her .mind. She said it was 'dark.' I said, 'What, is there no
hope?' She said, ' Oh, yes! .Mr. A.J.lmet~, I have a hope; for that text has
been very sweet to me-"Th1s God IS our God for ever and ever, and will be
our Guide even unto death.'"
And from that text which our friend found
comfort in I propose addressing you this morning; for I can safely say,
that from the moment the words came out of her mouth to the present they
have not left my mind. 'This God is our God for ever and ever.'"
That the dear departed is gone to her rest I cannot doubt; not ouly
from the hopeful circumstances which surrounded her death, but from the
·unctuous and gracious way which the testimony she gave was commended
to the conscience, and most of all the force and power with "Which several
Scriptures have come to the mind. The wicked is driven away in his wickedness, but the righteous hath "hope in his de3.th." Prov. xiv. 32, have
especially confirmed and established me in the belief that she is safely
landed" where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest."
The Lord is not always pleased to gratify the fond wish of surviving
friends in granting "What is called" a triumphant death-bed." It is very
blessed when bestowed, but we have no scriptural warrant to expect it. The
blessed Jesus HinIself said, "It is finished," bowed His head, and gave up
the ghost. The Lord is the Hope of His people (Joel iii. 16), whether living
or dying. "Blessed is the man whose hope the Lord is" (Jer. xvii. 7). "We
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope; but if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in J esns will God bring
with Him" (1 Thess. xiii. 14). Should it be our happy privilege to get to
'glory, we shall doubtlessly find many there we never expected to find there,
and we shall find many absent who we expected to be present. Who
knows how far a hypocrite may go and yet be a hypocrite? or how shallow
the evidence of spiritual life in a child of God, and yet be a child of God?
"N evertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are His." "This people have I formed for
myself, and they shall shew forth my praise."
WALTER CuRRY.

A REMARKABLE SERMoN.-The Ohristian Book Society [22, King
William Street, Strand, London, W.O.] have just issued a cheap reprint
of a remarkable sermon preached nearly forty years ago at St. Thomas's
Ohurch, Bristol, by the Rev. T. F. Jennings, then curate of the parish,
and till lately curate of Emmanuel Ohurch, Weston-super-Mare, on the
occasion of the Roman Oatholic Emancipation Bill, in March, 1829,
entitled" England's Last Effort." In an appendix are given some arguments by the late Sir R. Peel, written in reply to the sermon after the
perusal of a copy of it presented to him by the late Richard Hart Davis,
Esq., then M.P. for Bristol. The sermon turns out to have been almost
prophetical of the future increase of Roman Oatholicism.
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THE DEOEITFULNESS AND THE DANGER OF RICHES.
SOME time ago it was my mournful duty to be much with a gentleman
(the second son of a wealthy baronet, and himself the possessor of large
landed property) whose mind was to a considerable extent shaken. His
distress of mind was so indescribably and dJ:eadfully great that it was
necessary to exercise the most careful and constant watch over him. In
vain I endeavoured to point him to the sinner's Hope, the only Refuge for
the guilty and lost. Every argument he would repel, a<1Jnitting that God
could indeed be gracious, but not to such a Wl'etch as he felt himself to
be. At tim-es he would ask me to look out of his sitting-room window
from which a most delightful prospect could be obtained, and ask if I did
not think the trees and flowers looked blighted, and the sun itself gloomy
and sad. I would then tell him of my own feelings with respect to the
lovely objects which lay scattered before us, and say that it was being
viewed through the medium of his own despairing mind that caused
them to appear to him in such gloomy colours. His views of the so-called
pleasures of society were most striking and solemn, and he would wonder
how men could sport so heedlessly on the brink of ruin, with God unsought, the soul unsaved, and a dreadful though unheeded eternity
before them. He would remark, "Hell is a reality, a dreadful and
dreaded reality. I feel as if suspended over it by a hair, and apprehend
the sword of God's vengeance ready at any moment to descend and cut
that hair."· Over his careless relations he mourned with a most bitter
lamentation, for the ties of natural affection were strong, and, like the
rich man in the Gospels, he feared lest they also should come into the
e a e of torment. Sometimes he would exclaim, "Oh, that I had
been born a poor man! How shall I answer for misused wealth, abused
influence, and for indulging my own accursed sinful inclinations, instead
of devoting all to the glory of God, and (oh, horrid thought!) living
entirely to self under the guise of a Olll'istian name?" On one occasion,
seeing a paragraph in a newspaper touching a visit which his nephew (a
college friend of the Prince of Wale ) had been invited to make to
Windsor Oastle, I took the paper to his room and read it to him, but
instead of being gratified, as I supposed he might be, he called out" Sad!
sad! sad! Poor boy! the notice of princes will only lift him above himself, and oh, awful thought! to rise to the heights of earthly gl()ry and
sink from thence into the depths 6f hell."
But to come to the last touching scene of my connexion with. him. His
friends had resolved to place him under the care of an eminent medical
practitioner near London, in hopes that the change might prove beneficial
to mind and body. He begged me to remain in the room with him until
the arrangements for his removal were gone through, and showed great
affection and gratitude for any little attention and sympathy which had
been shown him. It was necessary that he should be examined by two
medical men, and a certificate, touching the state of his mind, forwarded
by them to the party under whose care he was to be placed. When the
first medical man came, he simply answered the questions put to him, and
allowed him to depart without making any particular observations; and
then the second came, a young and interesting-looking gentleman. He
was rather slow in answering his inquiries, and seemed to regard him
with a look of mingled sternness and pity. On his moving towards the
door to retire, the patient rose from his seat, and, fixing his bright piercinF;
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eye on his examiner, he said, with an earnestness and an awe which the
writer will never forget, "Dr. E--, do you really wish to know what
ails me ? " On being answered in the affirmative, he said, "Then I will
tell you;" and after a solemn pause, he added, "I have been all my life
long building on a rotten foundation; God has swept it from under me,
and here I am left in the horrors of misery and despair. And, Doctor
E--," he continued, "I fear you also are building on a like false foundation; and, if so, be assured the time will come when God will sweep it
from under you, as He has done to me." The Doctor looked astonished,
said, "I hope not," and withdrew. In a few hours after the carriage
that was to convey him to the railway-station drove up to the door. With
a mournful heart I bade the sufferer farewell; and many a time since
have I begged of the Lord, if it were His sovereign will, to break his
mental and spiritual bonds, and bring him, like that favoured one of old,
to His dear feet, clothed, and in his right mind.

RUTHERFORD'S LOVE FOR JESUS' OOMING.
HEAR the soul-stirring b'reathings of Rutherford for the coming of Jesus;
though dead, his words speak in life-inspiring tone to he saints now
looking for, and so near the revelation of the " Jus One."
"The Lord hath told you what ye should be doing until He comes; wait
and hasten, said Peter, for the coming of your Lorcl; all is night here, in
respect of ignorance and daily-enming troubles, one always making way
to another, as the ninth wave of the sea to the tenth! Therefore, sigh
and long for the dawning of that morning, and the breaking of that day
of the coming of the Son of man, when the shadows shall flee away.
Persuade yourselves that the King is coming; read His letter sent before
Him (Rev. xxii. 20). 'Behold, I come quickly,' wait for the wearied
night-watch, for the breaking of the eastern sky, and think that ye have
not a morrow; as the wise father said, who, being invited against tomorrow to dine with some friends, answered, 'These many days I have
had no morrow at all.'
" I half call His absence cruel, and the mask and ,eil on hri ~ face a
cruel covering that hideth such a fair face from a sin-sick soul. I dare
not challenge Himself, but His absence is a mountain of iron upon my
heavy heart. Oh, "hen shall lIe meet? Oh, how long to the dallning of
the marriage-day. 0 sweet Lord Jesus, take wide steps! 0 my Lord,
come over the mountain at one stride! 0 my Beloved, flee like a roe or
a young hart, on the mountains of separation. Oh, that He would fold
the heavens together-like an old cloak, and shovel time and clays ou of
the way, and make ready in haste the Lamb's wife for her Husband.
Since He looked upon me my heart is not mine own; He hath run allay
to heaven with it.
"0 day, dawn! 0 time, run fast! 0 Bridegroom, post, post away,
that we may meet! 0 heavens, cleave in two, that that bright face and
head may set itself through the clouds! Oh that the corn "ere ripe, and
this world prepared for His sickle!
" The wife of youth, that wants her husband some years, and expects
he shall return to her from overlands, is often on the sea-shore; every ship
is her new joy; her heart loves the wind that shall bring him home. She
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asks at every passenger news, 'Oh, saw ye my husband? When shall he
come? Is he shipped for a return?' Every ship that carrieth not her
husband is the breaking of her heart."

LIFE, LIGHT, AND LOVE; OR, VISITS TO AND FROM JESUS.
BELOVED IN THE LORD,-Having kept you so long waiting for a letter, I
am almost ashamed to lIrite now; but I know that you will not construe
my silence into indifference. Even now, though I have resolved in my
mind to write you an epistle in love of love, yet I do not feel that I shall
be able to communicate anything that will either glorify the Lord or edify
your spiritual mind. I lIould gladly obey the sacred command, and prophesy unto the wind to blow upon the Lord's garden that the spices
thereof might flow out, but I find that without Him I can do nothing.
The spirit truly is willing, but the flesh is weak. Nevertheless, we read
of the worthies and valiants of old, that out of weakness they were made
strong, and I believe that it is just so now I'!ith the Lord's people, for
" we are not sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves, but
our sufficiency is of God," and" we have this treasure in earthen vessels,
that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us :" so that
we have nothing of a spiritual nature but what we receive at the bountiful hands of our covenant God as a free-grace gift; and we well know
that" Every good and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow
of turning j" for "He is in our mind, and who can turn Him?" and
If God be for us, who can be against us?" All beings, things, and
circumstances mns lIork together for our temporal, spiritual, and eternal
good: and
"'Tis His delight to make us bless'd,
And li,e upon His love."
He will not let us live upon creatures or self, but lIill bring us to say
experimentally with Paul, " To me to live is Christ: and to die is gain:
and the life that I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." This was the climax of
Paul's joy, the consummation of his delight-" Who loved me, and gave
Himself for me." It would have afforded the great apostle no joy, it
would have caused him no delight, it would have yielded him neither
comfort, consolation, nor satisfaction to have known that Ohrist loved the
Ohurch and gave Himself for it, had he not have been able to say, "Who
loved ME, and gave Himself for ME." This is at once losing si'ght of all
persons but the Lord, and of all creatures that are interested in His great
love wherewith He loved us, but the individual ME. The lines of Hart
find a feeling echo in the minds of all God's children" Though God's election be a truth,
Small comfort there I see,
'Till I am told by God's own mouth
That He has chosen me."
Let the soul be once persuaded of this fact, convinced of this blessed reality,
assured of this precious free-grace mercy, and how it will rise into the
pure atmosphere of love, and inhale the air of heaven! It will then sit
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and sing in heavenly places in Ohrist: "The Lord liveth; and blessed be
my rock; and let the God of my salvation be exalted." It will then see
and acknowledge that the love of a Father's heart flows through the blood
of a Saviour's veins; that the blessings of the eternal covenant are expressed from J esse's Fruit, drawn from Sharon's Flower. The bloody sweat
that poured from the sacred flesh of Jesus was a full and free expression
of covenant love for a covenant people. He bore our sin, He carried our
sorrow, He endured our stroke, He suffered our hell, He paid our debt,
He delivered our soul, and all for the " great love wherewith He loved
us." Love ~led anel conquered; Love died and triumphed.
" 0 Love, how high Thy glories swell,
. How great. immutable, and free!
Ten thousand sins, as black as hell,
Are swallow'd up, 0 Love, in Thee."
" He hath not beheld iniquity in J acob, neither hath He seen perverseness in Israel;" and why? "Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot
in thee." We are unblameable, unreproveable, umebukeable in His sight,
Israelites in whom there is no guile. Spotless and pure in Him we e,er
were; comely and upright in Him we ever shall remain. We are justified freely from all things in Him, through Him, and by Him, from
which we could not possibly be by the fulfilment of the law of Moses;
for" we conclude that a man is justified without the deeds of the l a w , " ,
" And righteousness without the law
Is righteousness without a flaw."
Ohrist has presented us to Himself a glorious Ohurch, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing. We are clothed in His purity and perfection,
arrayed in His light and loveliness. The robe of day is our garment of
light, the Son of God is our orb of righteousness, the Lamb slain from
the foundation is our wedding garment. It is not creature-purity, creature-holiness, creature-righteousness, creature-perfection, creature-dignity,
and creature-glory that we appear in and boast of. No; for all that we
are, and all that we shall ever remain in our new-creatureship, dignity,
and glory, we are in love-union and blood-relation to the Son of God, who
is the express image of the Father's person, and the brightness of the
Father's glory. " 'fhat was not first which is spiritual, but that which
is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual." The earthly image of
the first man was destroyed on the cross, and the heavenly image of the
second man was most gloriously revealed in the resurrection. Our old
man was crucified with Christ, our new man was raised with Christ. 'Ihe
body of sin was destroyed on Calvary; the body of purity is indestructible.
"There is a natural body [in union to Adam] , and there is a spiritual
body" [in union to Christ]. But" the body without the spirit is dead,"
and the Church without Christ is dead: and, experimentally, do we not
feel death without Him, barren without Him, like the drought of summer
without Him? To be sure we do. Where He is, there is life; where He
is, there is fruitfulness; where He is, there are music and dancing; and
where He is, we find a paradise of joy, an arbour of rest, a pavilion of
safety, a shady tree of life, and a royal free-grace house of banquet.
When He shines, we are light in the Lord; when He smiles, we are happy
in the Lord; when He speaks, we are joyful in our God. Time-shadows
then flee away, earth-shades recede from view, nature-ties are dissolved,
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creatUl'e-bonds snap asunder, and all sublunaryobjects and subjects are
superseded by the uncreated glories beaming forth from the all-fulness
of our eternal Beloved. We then become satisfied with substance,being
filled with the blessing of the Lord: we are content with such things as
we have, and settle down in Jesus, clothed, and in our right mind. The
pledge of warm love we hold in our bosom, the antepasts of bliss and
blessedness rest sweetly in our heart, the first-fruits of eternal glory grow
and luxuriantly hang upon oUl' spiritual branch, and the well-spring of
eternal life bubbles up in our soul: we are feelingly remote. from the
noise of ~,rc~81's, and experimentally removed from the strife of tongues.
It is then that we can joyously sing"Think, 0 my soul, if 'tis so sweet
On earth to sit at Jesus' feet,
What must it be to wear a crown,
And sit with Jesus on His throne!"
But how often do we lose sight of Jesus! how frequently do we forget
His love! Time-sorrows press heavily upon us; wilderness-cares nearly
overwhehn us; the difficulties of the way ahnost overpower us; it is dark
before, it is dark behind, it is dark within, it is dark without-in a word,
it is all dark. Life seems dead, love seems quenched, faith appears to be
gone, and all hope for the time being is cut off. Like one of old we
are apt to exclaim, in deep sorrow, "My hope is perished from the Lord."
At such times, upon such occasions, we are tossed with tempest, and not
comforted; it is now dark, and Jesus is ilOt yet come, creation is clad in
Eackcloth of hair; we go mourning without the Bun; all seems out of order;
darkne:~ is upon the face of the deep; the earth is without form and
void.
e then long to hear the voice of oUl' Beloved saying, "Let there
be light." We pant and cry to hear Him whisper in sacred love-accents,
" Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of J ehovah is risen upon
thee. " We listen for the coming of our precious Jesus, and hope to hear
Him once more say, "Arise, my love, .my fair one, and come away."
When He thus speaks, when He so whispers, we are off" quicker than the
lightning's flash, we move more swiftly than the wings of the wind, we
glide away more nimbly than the feet of hinds upon the mountain's
summit; we near the full-orbed sun with that velocity peculiar to ransomed
spirits; we approach the blest presence of oUl' Beloved simultaneously with
the word spoken in OUl' heart.· We are at once at home, we are with the
Lord, we are like the Lord. He is then our everlasting light, our God,
and our glory, and we say, in all that bUl'ning eloquence which inspires
our inner heart, which ravishes our enraptured soul, "0 Thou best of all
beloved! Thou nearest of all friends! Thou dearest of all relations, whom
have we in heaven but Thee? And there is none upon earth that we
desire beside Thee." Thou hast killed us to all but Thyself; Thou hast
spoilt us for all but Thyself; Thou hast weaned us from all but Thyself;
Thou hast separated us from all but Thyself, and Thou hast lovingly
taken us out of oUl'selves into Thyself; Thou hast begotten us in love;
Thou hast watched over us 4t love; Thou hast led us and fed us in love;
Thou hast supported and upheld us in love; Thou hast clothed us in love;
and Thou hast inspired us in love to sing a song of love and to play upon
an instrument of ten strings of love. Thou hast enabled us to go down in
the dances of those that make merry in love, and Thou hast brought us
to partake of the living fountains of love; Thou hast constrained us by
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love to glide into the ocean of love, to drink of the river of love, and to
bask in the sunshine of love. By Thy power of love we are changed into
the Eame image of love, and we al'e lost in the glory of love. ,Ve can
now rest in the harbour of love, we can banquet at the table of lo,e, "e
can s\lim in the bottomless and bounc1less ocean of lo,e, and "e can cheerfully and joyfully bathe in the fountain of love. More than this, "e can
live in the embrace of Love, gaze upon the person of Love, .and crO\lll the
brow of Love with immortal wreaths of glory. Whilst gazing ecstatically
upon the Object of love, we become sweetly transfixed by love, so ha "e
are pleasingly bewildered in love. Here we are brought feelingly to re,el,
whilst "e lose sight of dull mortality and earth's changing elemen s. 0 our
Beloved, what hast Thou not done for us? What hast Thou no beco e
to us? What art Thou not in us and for us ?
" 0 sweet Pavilion, here I hide,
Blest Refuge, here I flee;
And shelter in Thy bleeding side,
To all eternity!"
Thou hast separated me from myself to Thyself, that I migh no li,e
myself by myself, but that Thou Thyself mig·htest li,e the life of Thyself
in me who comprises a part of Thyself. I now h,e in Thee my life, far
remote from myself, so that I am now as far from myself in Thee Thyself
as the east is from the west; and not until the mo pole shall meet shall
I find myself living in any but in Thee. Hence Thou, dear Jesus, art my
love-life, my light-life, my grace-life, my glory-life. Thou art my undying life, my unchanging life, my unfading life, my undisturbed life, and
my eternal life. Thou art life; I li,e in Thee, Thou art living in me, and
we are living together in indissoluble oneness, in unequalled nearness,
in unparalleled closeness. 0 sacred bond of love! 0 blessed tie of
love! 0 hallowed friendship in love!
" 0 blessed Jesus, what a love is Thine,
An ocean deep it is-a drop is mine;
Be Thou Thyself my love as well as life,
And then I'll love Thee as Thou lov'st. Thy wife."
Most dearly-beloved, your last epistle 'l\as a mo t precio ~ 0 e and I
have no doubt resting upon my mind that the piri indi ed the ood
matter, and caused your pen to glide along mthout le or hindrance. \\e
'l\ere both more than pleased mth its ble contents. Thou art highl,
favoured. The King's heart i thy abode, His palace is thy d'l\elling,
His person is thy all. To you He is" more crlorious far
Than mortallangu~ge can express."
We both have you in bles remembrance, and we should much like an
hour or two together to talk of the things touching the King. But though
we are absent in body, we are present in spirit. Here "e d'l\ell together
in closest unity.
Very affectionately yours,
JEDIDllH.

What God inclines His people to, He enables them to fulfil, and when
finished He accepts.
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NOTES OF A SERMON,
PREACHED BY THE REV. A. WALLINGER, L."\" PAVILION CHAPEL, llRIGHTliN,
NOVEMBER

22ND, 1868.

" For tlie Son of man is come to seek and to save tl,at whiel, was lost."LUKE xix. 10.
I PURPOSE, dear brethren, to talk to you a little upon the narrative of
Zacchreus, which we have already read in the former part of this chapter,
therefore to this I shall direct your attention. In the first verse we find,
" And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho;" "And behold there
was a mftn named Zacchreus, which was the chief among the publicans,
and he was rich" (verse 2). These publicans were very odious
characters, for they were tax-gatherers. And what made them so odious?
Why, because they lived by extortion; they levied the taxes, andthen were
at liberty to make what they could by them; so of course they made a
vast deal by extortion and oppression; therefore they were very hateful
persons, and were called extortioners. "And he was rich;" yes, rich
with plunder, ricQ. with extortion. "And he sought to see Jesus, who He
was" (vel'. 3). He sought to see Jesus. This is a good thing to be in search
of: "he sought to see Jesus." What made him wish to see Jesus? Some
think it was only through curiosity, but I think the Lord had begun
"itb him beforehand; there was something done already. He did not quite
like his riches, when he began to think how he came by them. There was
a . e con,iction even then working in his soul; and this is the way in
"h.£ the Lord begins, with a soul, you know; for the most part it is so,
"here the Lord "l\orks. "He sought to see Jesus." Have you ever
seen Jesus? "no,' say you, "He is not to be seen now surely, is He?"
Oh, I trust ome of you have seen Him; but it is in a way directly
contrary to sense. HO"l\ ? \Vby, by the precious eye of faith. We are
all stone-blind by nature; we are born into this "l\orld stone-blind, and remain so till the Lord opens our eyes to see. And what shall "l\e see?
What did Zacchreus see the first thing? Why, he sa"l\ what a wretch he
was: and that is what you will be made to see too; your sinfulness and
devilishness. And then you will go on, as he did, to see the sovereign
remedy for all your devilishness; therefore the sovereign remedy is to see
Christ, but you could not do that till the Holy Spirit manifests Him to you,
as " He doth not unto the world," until He reveals Him to you; and this
therefore is to be seen by the precious eye of faith. Have you seen a
little of Christ ?-enough to captivate ·your heart? Enough to cause
the desire of your heai:t to be toward His name? Therefore it is perhaps
why you have come wanting to see Him this morning. Do you want to
feel Him too, as well as to see Him? Oh, He is One to touch the heart,
and, if you get a sight of Hinl, your heart will be affected-and deeply
affected too-with the view of His greatness, majesty, glory, and preciousness; affected also with your own sinfulness, wretchedness, ill-and-helldeservedness. Therefore, you see, the Gospel lies in power: first, the power
which convinces you of your sin, and then the power which constrains
your heart to love Christ; for the Apostle Paul said, "Our Gospel is not
in word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance."
W ell, then, my dear friends, those two lines which I quoted in prayer
this morning suit some of you, for are you not a beggar? "Oh, I need to
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be," say some of you, "for I am poor and wretched, needy and miserable,
more or less; and often feel very much so." Well, then, these words of dear
Berridge's will do for you.
" A beggar waiteth at Thy door,
And wants a sight of Thee."
Oh, did you come this morning hoping to see Jesus? "And he
sought to see Jesus, who He~was, and could not for the press; for he
was little of stature." "No man," says the Lord, "can by taking
thought add one cubit to his stature." "Oh, yes," say you, "I understand that: no one can add even one inch to his height." What stature
would you like to be? "Why," l'ay you, "I should like to be the fulness
of stature in the Lord Jesus Ohrist ; I should like to grow up more and
more in the knowledge of Him; this is the stature I want." But you
cannot do it, no more than any of us can add one inch or one hand's-breadth
to our height literally; but the Lord goes on adding to the stature of His
people, ·and therefore He causes them to "grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of their Lord and Saviour Jesus Olll'ist;" so they increase
their stature in Him. Now, what is your stature? Oh, some of you
feel yourselves very low indeed, I dare say; but I believe the Lord makes
all His people very low, in order to put the desire into their hearts, "Oh
that I may be rooted and grounded in Ohrist Jesus, that I ma grow up
in Him, in more knowledge of Him, more communion mth Him, more
intercourse and fellowship, more nearns..."S to Him; that I may have a
deeper sense of His majesty, greatness, and glory, and more apprehensions also of my own debasedn&ss, mckedness, and the vile abominations
of my heart." Well, I suppose that is often a cry and prayer in your
heart, if you are a child of God; unless you are an empty professor, a
banen professor without any possession. Is not the desire of your heart
toward His name? That you may grow up into the stature of the Lord
Jesus Ohrist, that you may be, as it were, a little nearer to Him. Then in
the 4th verse we read of Zacchoous, " that he ran before and climbed up
into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was to pass that way. And when
Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said unto him,
" Zacchoous, make haste and come down; for to-day I must abide at thy
house." Now you see Jesus was passing by that way, and He could not
pass by poor Zacchoous; though He had passed by lliultifudes, you know;
yet He could not pass him by. I once heard a minister in this town (of
course I shall not say where) speaking of this case of Zacchoous and the
Lord's passing by that way, "Oh," he said, "the Lord has been passing
by you for many years, but you have never availed yourselves of the
opportunity." "Well," say you, "where is the harm ofthat?" Do you
not see the harm? Why, he was only exalting creature-work and
creature-worth, creature-power, and creature-doing. You cannot a,ail
yourselves of i(; if the Lord passed by now, not one of you would care to
avail yourselves of it unless the Lord revealed Himself to you, and picked
you out from the multitude as He picked out Zacchoous. Oh, I hope He
has picked some of you out fi'om the multitude-picked you from off your
dunghills and dustheaps, where you lay by nature filthy and polluted,
" cast out to the loathing of thy person." Multitudes are, by nature, there
still; but I hope you are able to feel and realize that you are singled out.
"Oh, but," say you,'" that is presumption." Is it? Then may the
Lord give us more of such presumption that we may realize that we are
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picked out, and shall not be lost, but are numbered with the blessed, and
shall be brought to heaven at last as the fruits of sovereign grace and
the riches of salvation. Sweet thought and sweet feeling! that we are
redeemed-picked out from all the rubbish in which we once lay; and, if
the time had rolled round, and we had still lain in that rubbish, we must
have been swept away to hell, if death had found us in our lost, ruined,
and undone state. Oh, I say, therefore may we realize that we are
picked out; and, if we can realize that, we shall cry out with David, '" Why
me, Lord, why me ? ' why show mercy to such a wretch as I ?-such an
ill-and-hell-deserving sinner as I?" This is a very sweetfeeling: I cannot
tell you how sweet; but some of you know it by experience; and may the
Lord thus favour us this morning, and then we shall look to the Rock
" from whence we were hewn," and to the hole of the pit "from whence
we were digged." Oh, if you had been left to yourself, what poor work
you would have made of it; for, suppose you had been able to have separated yourself, sawn yourself off from the Rock, when thus separated
and sawn off, could you have weighed or lifted yourself out of the pit?
Oh, what a mercy if you are not going down to the pit of everlasting
damnation, which is even now preparing for the wicked; what a mercy
for your soul, if you have heard this sweet word, " Deliver him from going
down into the pit." Why, what good is there in him? Why is he
better than others? " Deliver him; for I have saved him, I have found
a ransom for him;" and the poor soul may be ready to say, "Why did
the Lord find a ransom for me? There are many better than I am." The
Lord -rill give no account of His matters, but will do just as it pleases
Him, merely because it is His will so to do; not giving reasons, only He
will hale i so. "I have found a ransom." Is not that a very sweet
"Word to you-very ble_ ed? "I have found a ransom;" and He will
cause you to find the ransom too, for He has paid all with the price of
His own precious blood-nothing less; and, if you are one of the sheep of
His pasture and the flock of His fold, you have been told in, for not
a hoof of the flock shall be left behind.
0, the devil never could and
never will be able to get one of the chosen flock to hell-not one; no, none
but the reprobate goats; for all His sheep are chosen to life as the fruit
of sovereign grace, the sovereignty of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
in the salvation of the Church elect in Christ Jesus. Well, we find Jesus
did not pass by Zacchmus. Has the Lord ever given you this experience?
so that you can say, "The Lord could not pass by me; no, but He laid hold
of me, and stopped me· in my mad career, when I was determined to damn
myself; for He well knew if left to myself I should do so, and be lost for
ever; but He would not have it so.
'" Determined to save,
He watched o'er my path.'''
As dear Newton says,
" , When, Satan's blind slave,
I sported with death.
" , And can He have taught me
To trust in His name?
And thus far have brought me
To put me to shame' ?"
Ab! we have often said so, and felt so perhaps, because of our evil heart
of unbelief, which makes sad work in our souls sometimes, so that we ques-

150

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

tion everything. "Can He have brought me thus far to leave me to perish? "
And this we come to learn time after time. No! this be far from Him,
"This must not be so done in our country;"
though, if He rewarded us according to our deserts, according to what
we have done, notwithstanding all the revelations He hr.s been pleased
to make of Himself; notwithstanding that we are standing in the
favour of Heaven, you and I have done enough to forfeit all, and
go to be for ever with the wicked and non-elect; but, though the
Lord does not love the sin of His people, He loves theu' persons, and has
promised neV'er to leave, nor forsake them. What a mercy, then, to feel
His presence, to hear the whispers of His love. When you see and apprehend this; then what.a mercy to feel that He will never leave you because
He has put His love into your heart; and then you know what it is to
have your heart melted with His love, grace, and goodness; and, if such
is the case, He will never gainsay it, never undo it. He will never leave
you in point of fact, though He may often leave you in point of feeling;
for He hath promised that He will never leave nor forsake you-that is, in
point of fact; yet, I suppose, you often feel, with David; that He does
leave you, making you to cry out, "Hath God forgo ten to be gracious?
Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies? Is His merIT clean gone
for ever? Doth His promise fail for evermore?" Then I uppose you
go on to say, "This is my infirmity; it is not true; the devil was
practising upon my evil heart of unbelief, for I know whom the Lord
loves in this world, He loves unto the end." He never ceases to love
them; but then perhaps you say, "If He loves me, why am I so troubled
with enemies, tribulations, and difficulties by the way-doubts and fears?
Oh, by "these things men live." What, can it be by these things? Yes,
by "these things men live"-without them there is death; if we have not
got them, we are without the faith of God's elect-a faith which is constantly ebbing and flowing, coming and going. Even Abraham, "the
Father of the faithful," could not always exercise faith. Faith is the
work of God, not of man; therefore Abraham could not "\Iork faith for
it is the gift of God and the work of God; and, thou3h Abl'aham li,ed by
faith, he could not work it himself; for, when left to himself :vou knO"\l
the result. There was nothing but unbelief; he could no e,en tru t God
"'ith his wife, but fem:ed the people of the land ""ould slay him on her
account; and this happened not once only, but t"\lice, and was shown also
in Isaac after him. There is not a believing soul but what is exercised in
this way; for this faith, as I said before, is constantly ebbing and :f!omng,
coming and going in the hearts of all God's people, as we see in the ca e
of Peter. It "\Ias as if the Lord said, "Oh, poor Peter, you are going
into the devil's sieve; but I ha,e prayed for thee, that thy faith fail no ."
But did it not fail "\Ihen he denied his Lord and Master? And ye the
Lord said it should not fail, therefore it di~ not. Your reason says tha.t it
did fail, but the Lord said it should not, and it did not fail. HO"\l"\lathat? Why, it failed as to its "\Iorking, but it did not fail as to its inbeing;
and therefore we see faith sprang up again in Peter's heart. Well, then,
we read, "When Jesus came to the place, He looked up, and sa"\l him,
and said unto him, Zacchreus, make haste and come down; for to-day I
must abide at thy house." What a blessed summons! hO"\l astonished
Zacchreus must have been to hear his name thus called, for he had
never seen the Lord before, and yet the Lord knew his DaJUe; yes, for
"He is Lord over all, blessed for ever." He knows all, but He knows
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His own with a special knowledge, and therefore He knew Zacchoous
as one of His own elect, one of the flock of His fold, one whom. God
the Father chose before all worlds, and gave to Him the Son-one for
whom He poured out His most precious blood, and one whom He ever
liveth to bless. He knew him as a child of God, and a partaker of
grace, one of the blood-bought family; and yet I say how astonished
Zacchoous must have been, when the Lord thus picked him out, passing.
by all the rest of the people, leaving- them still in their sins, but laying
hold of Zacchoous; and this the Lord is doing still. Mark what I say,
perhaps of tb.ose here present, the most part are Zacchoouses, picked out
from the multitude when you were in the broad road of destruction, and
with them going to hell as fast as you could, where you must have gone
had He not stopped you, and made you to seek your peace and blessedness
in Him, and in Him alone, and to say by faith, as I trust not a few of you
do, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee?
And there is none upon
earth I desire beside Thee." "To whom else can I go? Thou hast
the words of eternal life." For you know something about these words,
that they are important words, and, as the dear Lord Himself said, "They
are spirit, and they are life; " as if He said, "I "\lill make these precious
words come home to your heart, bringing spirit and life with them, that
you may know experimentally that they are not in "\lord only, but also in
power, and this is power." Oh, how sweet to receive such words from
he Lord's own mouth, the Spirit giving testimony to the words of His
<> ace in His dealings with your hearts!
Oh, do we not like our hearts
deal: with? I like it when I am a hearer; I like the word to touch my
ear:: and usually when it comes from the heart it goes to the heart.
The Lord EaYs ' l[y son, give me thine heart;" and, because you will
no- He co es an takes it. I trust He has taken yours, taken it captive;
and hall became;;: mine.' I-not that true of some of you? As we
read in Ezekiel, '\Then thou "\lert cast out to the loathing of thy
person; " yet tha was not enough 0 stop His love. "Behold, "\lhen I
passed. by thee, thy time was a time of love; I spread my skirt OTer thee,
and entered into a covenant with thee, and sware un 0 thee;" and then
He sweetly says, "Thou becamest mine." Now you are one, your heru:t
was touched, and you dropped at His feet, exclaiming, "My Lord and
my God." Oh, may the Lord give us each a taste of this love; and how?
By the apprehension of a precious Ohrist, whereby we shall be melted
down at His blessed feet, saying, "Lord, can it be? " And is it true that
such a wretch as I, who am only fit to be burning in hell, should be thus
numbered with the blessed, eternally saved.
" Saved in the Lord, for ever saved,
And in life's bundle bound."
How blessed, then, is the thought that the Lord has taken you in hand,
and has given you a S"\leet experience of these things-sweet tastes of
His love and grace! This is what I used to long for, and to have when
I was a hearer, and went from time to time to hear that dear servant
of the Lord, Watts Wilkinson, and was favoured, under him, to have
the Gospel preached to my soul. Dear old Wilkinson! Ah! there is
not such a man in London now, or out of it, I believe, for simplicity.
Oh, what times of refreshing the Lord gave me under that dear man!
and what, you may ask, was the character of his preaching? A union of
two things-simplicity, the utmost simplicity, and the most powerful unction-just what we want as hearers.
(To be continued.)
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OR, WHISPERS FROM THE DYING PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERYA.'1TS.

"Mark the perfect man, and behold the npright: for the end of that man is peace,"

-PSALM :<:I:ni.

37.

A "WISE SON," WHO MADE A "GLAD FATHER."
BEING FRUIT UNTO GOD GATHERED PROM

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF JOSIAH COWELL, JUN.

By

H

J OSIAH,"

SEN.

To lose a son is a common occurrence among men, but the loss of such a
son as the above, especially as an only son, it is not the privilege of every
bereaved parent to record. Nor would the writer, who desires not to
make Ms son a hero, a martyr, or an idol, dare to bring his case before
the readers of a Gospel Magazine, but for the fact that a whole Gospel of
grace-blessings was wrapt up in his life, and made abundantly manifest
in his death.
Like his namesake of Scripture chronicle, this young" J osiah " began
early to fear the Lord, as was evidenced by his declining neither to the
right-hand nor to the left. Thus, when youthful pa..-"Sions -were strong,
!ind worldly temptations great, he never once denated from the path of
outward rectitude, and would neither" -walk in the counsel of the ungodly"
nor" stand in the way of sinners." Moreover, the half-yearly school
reports of his conduct -were always accompanied with the commendation
" good," "excellent," or, "all that can be desired," &c.
Nevertheless he was a. sinner in the sight of God, and also of himself,
outward morality being not the safe or only evidence of inward life, though
there is no manifest proof of grace in the heart, where there is not the outward consistent walk. But my son seemed to make his calling and election more sure, by not being ashamed of the reproach which the actings
of one under a sense of their sinnership entails. Thus he -would ne,er
deny the profession of his belief in Christ before men: and, though surrounded by everything that was inviting and alluring in the ,aried and
exciting "places of worship" (so called), none could persuade young
J osiah to stray from the meeting-house least esteemed in the town. Indeed,
his seat at the chapel was ne,er once vacated for the popular "La-here s,
or Lo-there's," of our day: -whilst the preaching of "truth," the" whole
truth," and Chr£st onlilj as the truth, seemed alone to satisfy his inmost
desires.
Whilst abroad in the world, and ill the full vigour of youth, he chose
for his pursuits those special recreative pleasures that enabled him to be
much alone. Thus he would spend hours with his boat and fo-wlingpiece on the river, in furtherance of his studies on Natural History i -whilst
the pleasing occupations of bird-preserving, painting, and the performance
of sacred music formed the staple of his indoor pursuits.
'Tis true he was placed in an architect's office, but with no thought
he would live to follow out that profession; it was always felt that his
clays were numbered on the earth. Indeed, the" sentence of death" in him
became incipiently developed before he was fourteen years of age; by which
time he was nearly six feet high. And ah ! how many an anxious glance
has been cast upon his fine stalwart frame, as he has strode with such a mee
and manly step across the fields; and with what inward grief have -we
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seen in him "tile glory of man" in his strength. Full play there would
no doubt have been for parental pride, but for the consciousness that the
consumption decreed was at work.
But in the meantime this common foe to our human race invadedthe family
circle in another and unsuspected form. Being down at Lowestoft in the
autumn of 1863, a Eweet and amiable daughter was seized with this clisease, when, as the physician of that place surmised, in her twentieth year,
she died. Thus this happy pair were parted for life, and the place of
their father's sepulchre has now reunited them in death. And here I
will pause in my narrative to make a remark on the subject of prayer,
leaving ifwith some of the Lord's family, who may have been exercised
in the same way, to give us the benefit of theu' experience therein.
As this deadly disease progressed in my fau', sweet, lively girl, I cried
mightily unto God to spare her valued life. Indeed, I have recorded it at the
time, that" never before did I so earnestly and constantly pray for any
earthly thing, as for the restoration of my daughter's health." It was my
practice to inwarclly cry unto God all the day long, audibly every night at
"family prayer," again by myself after all had retired to rest, and lastly
on the stau's when myself was on the way thereto. But, in the face of all
this, she grew worse and died. Now, tell me, deal' reader, was I l'ight or
wrong? If you say I was right in asking it, do not you infer that God was
"rong in not granting it? If you say I was wrong in my petition, what
~ you say of my duty as a parent? Qualified as my prayer always was
by subjection to the will of God, as expressed in words,' it is evident that
His ~ and mine were not one in this matter.
8 '.,., then, that the Lord, though He heard my cry, did not answer
my prayer how could I pmsue the same course with my son? I felt
ilia I co
ot-th.c..t I dmst not, and therefore I did not, but left it
with the Lord, asking neither for life nor death, but, saying, "Let Him
do:l.3 eeme- good in His sig t." And yet what so natural, and seemingly so desirable, as to pray for the life of those we most love? Ah, my
dear friend, it is the ,ery fae' 0 i s being so natmal that seems to me to
give it more of personality than spirituality. We ask amiss "hen we
pray wholly for ourselves. Real prayer to God ~ in the spiJ:it, and not
in the flesh. The flesh must be crucified in its ailect-ions as well as in
its lusts, and both alike laid at the foot of the cross. God in all things
can only be glorified through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Thus a tl'ue believer is right only in the exercise of faith's obedience; and
faith always says to our heavenly Father, "Thy will be done." But to
return. From the "scholar of the school" (as J osiah was called) he
grew to be a young man and a great favourite with all who knew him.
His urbanity of manners and kindliness of disposition won upon the hearts
of all those who had expansion enough in themselves to appreciate" things
that are excellent" in others. But beyond all this it was observed how
very peculiar and unusual was his own choice in the matter of companions, and especially of visitors to the house; the aged, affiicted,
and infirm, if spiritually wise, however humble and poor-these would
he welcome the most, and feel it an honour to serve the best. Indeed,
he would always put' aside his own occupations, to listen to, and
learn something from, their more profitable conversation.
On the other hand it was observed what an union of spirit subsisted
in the hearts of such towards him. One aged minister has written to me
thus: "Dear lad! I fdt hopefully pleased ,,'ith h:m ::n:d his manner,
N
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though he said but little; but true godliness, or the fear of God in ilie
heart, is not always found in great talkers; it is a still small ,o'c-e within'The kingdom of God is within you;' and it is the li . u _ n1
t
tastes the hidden manna. I have found in many during r
_ yea."S'
ministry that the talk of their lips hath tended ° penury b
e
quickened quiet soul lives on the unsearchable riches of Chris::
it eats little or much."
These pleasing signs we have always viewed as on
inward life; and, coupled as they were with a marked r-,.,_~~~"r
the people of God, being reciprocated also by them to"
proof that his heart was quite right with God.
But as to the particular time when my son was' born
able to say. Like the wind that bloweth where it listeth an
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh or
goeth, so it was with my son as "born of the Spiri.' Ne'er..h
the wind marks its advent by its effects, so doe grace in the h
its fruits. But fruit takes time to ripen, and in i " earlier s
nothing worth. So the life of God in the soul is made
. --:: bonegatives and positives. There is what a child of
:n
which is, to follow after evil; and there is "hac he ..:
follow after righteousness. That J osiah was ° eo" sought the Lord, I am stu'e, though he "0
ey;
fessional show; he shone in priva e and
- like a fra",oran though
tender plant in the shade. Even"
in me "orld he never seemed
of it, but lived in retiremen and dis . 'on therefrom. And it was astonishing how fast he latt~ly gre" in fu.in..,as both of nattu'e and grace. But,
wh~n laid aside, 'twas a if ripeness (though it had its season) came on
all at once. Even in his ordinary life occupations, whatever he took up
with, in that he excelled; while his judgment on the things of God, like the
child who dies a "hundred years old," received mattu'ity as in a moment.
These rapid strides in faith and power the "fire in Zion" afterwards u:~ed.
and the" furnace in Jerusalem" proved, when God so hearuy . a e1 :ction upon his loins.
But it was certainly astonishing to see how gifte he
ment of things divine, whilst so in order did
se' heart, that he was quick to detec any "ord
a man of God was preaching from
.
weight," &c., and han desAJribed ilie many and
that are weights to the children of God, my .
n
- e
to himself, "Bu you have left ou the principal weigh
er
the weight of 8in;" when, a ilia: ,ery momen ( ~ God "ould
the preacher empha' call;
.d, ".db, I have forlm en
e
weight after all; lnd '!IU//' hare nticipo:teil file, namely, the fuig , .
This was that kind of corro"lx .:ating testimony tha helped 0 ae an
confirm my dear son in the trn:th.
_
.
Again, that Christ was to him e" chief among ,en
oe f'''len from another Sunday circumstance, as follo,,-. A. ..
ing :tthe chapel took for his subject "Christ the hepherd or
"Bm," said he, "we won't say anything abou the Grea l'Shep!lerd this
morning, only the sheep; the Shepherd in the e,ening.' Oh, ho indignant young J osiah felt at this! To think it pos 'ble tha any an of God
could postpone the consideration of Christ for the creature, and thus not
in all things (especially in the preaching of the word) to give Christ the
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pre-eminence. However, my son went again, full of hope and anticipation, in the evening, but the Shepherd was still in the background. It
may be that as the Lord Jesus was put out of sight in the morning, He kept
out of sight in the evening.
In like manner when aJlother minister called at om' house, and it was
observed to him that" he did not sufficiently exalt the Lord Jesus Christ,"
he replied, that" he could not plead guilty to that." "Oh," said my son,
" how can any man, sensible of his own poverty and nothingness, think
it possible for him to sufficiently exalt the Lord Jesus Christ! " Indeed,
no; man's fullest effort falls far short, and feeble is his best attempt to
speak the honours of I=anuel's name. "For," as the psalmist says,
" Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? Who can shew forth all His
praise?"
These were little incidents that happened on the calm lake of life before
my son came into the great sea of soul-trouble; but they serve to show
the exercise of his mind, and that he had a zeal and jealousy for the
honom and glory of God.
But he was now fast nearing the waters of judgment, and the" coming
events cast their shadows before them." Thus, frOm a certain coldness
stealing over his spirit, and a worldliness pervading his mind, he imbibed
an impression that some terrible trial awaited him. Indeed, he after"\\ards said, "I felt that I must go through something before I could be
deliyered from the state I was then in; I could not bear to hear the things
o religion named, nor to read my Bible, or do anything that was good."
if a man is "let alone" by God, where will he not go, and what
will he no do? It is om mercy to know that God takes advantage of the
"Wandering propensities of His people in departing from Him, by showing
the tre !rl.h of His arm in bringing them back. As it was in His love
and in His pity He redeemed them, so it is in His compassion and His
faithfulness that He is moved towards them. My son had become like a
backsliding heifer, and mth the spirit of Ephraim "Was" joined to idols."
To use his own words, "I had made an idol of my great natmal strength;"
and strong, indeed, in muscle he was, for he could lift three half-hundredweights with one hand, and he even broke by sheer force a steel poker in
twain. " I was proud of all this," said he, "till my conscience smote me,
that, like Reiod, I had not given the glory to God, and therefore felt fit
only to be consumed of worms."
.
But he was now to read out in his experience the solemn teaching that
is contained in that Scriptme, "He weakeneth my strength in the way,
He shorteneth my days" (Psahn cii. 23), and the first step that he took
in this path of tribulation was brought about thus: Having once been to
Germany by way of Harwich and Rotterdam, and also a sea voyage in a
schooner· to the north, an additional impulse was given to his longcherished desire to go abroad. Om annual practice of visiting some
"watering-place" for the benefit of change and sea-air, seemed favomable to the carrying out his long and secret plans; and, in the summer of
1867, he had made up his mind to embrace that opportunity of arranging
with some captain of a ship for the consummation of his wishes. But it
was now evident that the fear of God in his heart put a check' upon his
inward ambition, and which made him pause in his preparatory arrangements ; indeed, he felt that the will of God m.ust be consulted, and this prevented him from taking any Dll'ther steps in the matter. It was quite
inexplicable to us at the time that he would not make ready for the
N 2
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journey. But we afterwards learnt that he was laying the whole subject
before the IJoru, and waiting to know His will. Indeed, he prayed that if
" it was according to God's will, He would make it plain," and if not, that
He would take some decided steps to prevent it. But, ah! how little did
he think of the way God would take in granting such a righteous request!
That very night he was seized with hemorrhage of the lungs, which at
once put a iStOP to all our proceedings, and effectually prevented him from
ever after entertaining the idea of going abroad.
'1'0 a schoolfellow and partner in this project (now in Bombay), he afterwards wrote-" I believe it was wisely ordered that we should not go
abroad together, for, independently of illness, I think that with our "Wild
natures llnd adventurous spirits we should have come to some trouble,
perhaps worse than sickness."
Hecovering' from this attack, we spent a few days in London, but none
of the public places of excitement had any attraction for him. The Zoological Gardens, containing so many fine specimens of God's living creation,
were visited with a view to improvement ID his studies, and here it was observed, such was his sense of filial reverence towards God, that "When he sat
down to dinner, although the long room was filled "With people, he silently
asked a blessing before them all; and whenever "We sought out the assemblies
of the Lord's poor, and mingled mth the humble follo"Wers of the Lamb,
Josiah, when able, was always there. On one occasion the Lord met him,
and spoke by his ministering servant (Mr. 8---), to his heart. This
was at Great Yarmouth, from the text in Job, "Will He plead against
me with His great po"Wer?
0, but He will put strength in me."
And
the bread thus cast upon the waters was found when it was needed, after
many days from that time.
The year 1868 opened with all that was gloomy in prospect before us,
for it was evident that disease of the lungs was making rapid and
deadly progress in my son. At the onset of this final but lingering illness,
my dear wife, faint and full of anxious surmise, was more favoured than
myself. She entered the cloud with this suitable promise to her soul,
" Thy God shall commantl thy sfJrengtl•." Nevertheless, I also seemed to lay
hold of the word, as did Elisha of Elijah's cloak, for mth the same
mantle my hand of faith smote also the waters of affliction, so that they
parted hither and thither before me. Bu my son my only son. the joy
of my heart and delight of my eyes, was fast fading away, and not all the
skill of man could prevent it. Like the sheltering "gourd" that God
prepared J onah, and of which he was "exceeding glad," so was my son
J osiah unto me, and it was no small trial to see the "worm at the root"
destroying him. Indeed, nothing but the persuasion that the same mse
hand that provided this pleasing " g01wd " had prepared also the ' wo-rm "
prevented me from exercising Jonah's anger at its loss. But 'tis the
" gourd" and the "1l'orm" mth all the pleasant things of time!
(To be contin ued. )

Let every Ohristian beware how he casts away a dear-bought experience.
The enemy has at all times a most wonderful skill in raising a cloud in a
Ohristian's mind. But let it be remembered, God saith, "I have loved
thee with an everlasting love." "Oast not away your confidence."
Take not fles!l and blood into your counsel.
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QGotrtSuanbmcc.
To the Editol' of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAr. BROTHER,-As I am at present from home, and of course
pretty fully occupied, you will harclly expect much from me this mont.h ;
yet I feel as if I must say something to you. These are days in which
the iron needs the sharpening process spoken of by Solomon (Prov.
xxvii. 17), and in which it is treason to the King of kings, baneful
to our own souls, and injurious to the Ohurch of God, to disown, or
be ashamed of the distinctive colours of the Protestant Reformation. I
am persuaded you would have rejoiced had you been with me yesterday,
at St. J ames's Hall, to hear the delivery of that masterly lecture by the
Rev. John Richm:dson, of Bury St. Edmunds: "Ritualism too late and
too soon," &c. I understand it will be given in full in the Rock, of
Friday, the 19th, and I hope it will find its way tluough the length and
breadth of the land.
I have lately read two valuable books by the Rev. John Ryle: "The
Christian Leaders of the Last Century," and "Bishops and Clergy of
Former Times." Without indorsing every sentence, my impression was,
on concluding the perusal of the former volume, if I were a millionnaire I
',ould send. a copy to every minister in Great Britain. I am fully
convinced that nothing will make head against the prevailing errors
of the day, whether within or without the pale of the Church of England,
but the pure preaching of Christ's holy Gospel.
l1en may s"ear, may offer opposition, like Tobiah and Sanballat
of 0 d, and '\le may have to build with the trowel and fight with the
sword, bu the temple will so be built. Others may clear away the rubbish, but 'he that hath my '\lord let him speak my word, saith the Lord
of Hosts." It is this feeling '\lhich prompts me, whm I might fairly
claim a little more ease and rest, to embrace if possible every opportunity
offered me of giving my testimony to the love and grace and po'\ler of
the triune J ehovah, shining forth in the person and work of our most
blessed Jesus.
Excuse this desultory note, and believe me
Ever yours in Him,
London, Feb. 17, 1869.
ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.
LIFE AND THE COMFORTS OF LIFE.
To the Editor of the Gospel MC!gazine.

DEAR BROTHER IN TilE LORD,-I have sometimes listened with a smile
to a fellow-pilgrim in his or her relation of that which they have conceived
to be the very day and hour of their new birth, or regeneration; and seldom
have I interrupted them in the relation, the mistake not being 011e of any
great magnitude, though I have felt it to be not strictly correct; and here
I venture to offer a few thoughts upon the subject, if you will be good
enough to give them' a place in your Magazine. I C9,n, of comse, well
understand the meaning of my friends, and take it in the way they intend,
and glad am I at all times to meet with those who seem ready to give an
answer to things of this kind. I once knew an aged believer who. had
for many years been in the habit of commemorating, in company wltl.
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few of the Lord's people, what he was pleased to designate his" spiritual
birthday," and as such it passed off from time to time, and I doubt not
but they had far more real enjoyment in the thing than thousands know
anything of when commemorating their birthdays in natme, amidst all
the folly and vanity of carnal delights. I would also just say, that I am
well acquainted with one who lost the galling bmden of unpardoned sin
trom the conscience, under which he had previously groaned hard, and
which daily became more and more intolerable to be borne, until the set
time of release came (not regeneration) to let the prisoner go free, and
this happened on a Satmday (the date of which could be given). TlIen
did the crus-hing load give way, sweetly rolling from off the shoulders of
the poor bmdened one, while the sweetest peace ensued. John Bunyan,
in his "Pilgim," describes the sensation as one that caused him to give
three leaps for joy; and, if the good man had said "three times three," I
question if he would have been very far from the mark. But what I "as
going to observe here more particularly was, that on the following Satmday
to the one alluded to, this individual said to his then dear wife, "I am
just a week old to-day, M--.." Subsequent years, however, showed him
his mistake in this matter, and in what it consisted, namely, that of confusing, or not rightly distinguishing, between life itself and the comforts
of life; and, no doubt, thousands have done and till do the same thing,
not discerning the fact that livine life had already entered into the soul,
and that too antec( Jently to all those distressing, agonizing feelings caused
by the conviction of sin and the burden of guilt entailed upon the
awakened conscience, and which, to the sinner's own view at the time,
seemed to be fast sinking him into hell, while he (I do not say that all
are brought exactly here) is left without a word to plead in arrest of
judgment, beyond the cry of the publican-" God, be merciful to me, a
sinner;" and, depend upon it, that at this time these are not words
without meaning. "Mercy is the total sum." The Holy Ghost in His
new-creation work comes upon the elect sinner at a time when the sinner
himself is wholly passive, yea, altogether" dead in trespasses and sins"(see Eph. ii. I)-and then follows conviction as the effect of the life
imparted. (All that ever goes before this is no more than mere natural
convictions, which a person may have and perish "ith them.) -0" just
remember, reader, that sighing and crying are as·truly indicative of life
as any rejoicings can possibly be, though the sensations themselves uO
widely differ. I will conclude by just observing that there can be no
intermediate state whatever between spiritual death and spiritual life.
Some say, "Light and feeling first, and life afterwards." I think they
will find it difficult to make it so appear. I may at some futme time,
perhaps, resume the subject, but for the present I leave it.
Yours faithfully,
Fletchin[/.

H. H.

Seasons in which we experience darkness of mind and depression of
soul are necessary: they form the analogy between us and those "ho
through tribulation are gone to heaven; they render us fit subject for
the illuminating and refreshing grace of Christ: they add a higher relish
to the renewed enjoyment, to the light and liberty of the Gospel: and
they seem to prepare us for that world where" the Lord shall be our everlasting light, and our God our glory."
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FATHER HYAOINTHE ON THE DUTY OF READING THE
BIBLE.
OFTEN as the walls of the Cathedral of N6tre Dame, in Paris, have reverberated with the brilliant and bUl'llingwords of the most eloquent Roman
preacher of modern times, never perhaps did his transcendent talents
shine with a more surpassing lustre than when he recently startled and
surprised his audience by enforcing, in powerful and positive terms, the
duty of reading the word of God. All honour to M. Hyacinthe for his
noble words on so momentous a duty; but, invidious as the task may seem,
we feel constrained to ask-Do M. Hyacinthe's words actually represent
or adequately convey the ~nd of the Roman Church, or do they at all
belong to the dominant ideas that are current in that system?
. One of this orator's assertions in particular we Protestants cannot accept
without reserve. He tells us that it is a calumny on the Roman Church
to say that she interdicts the reading of the Bible. Now we do not, of
course, mean to affirm that either Popes or Councils have ever dared to
promulgate an absolute prohibition against the word of God; But, while
the Reformers bestowed special honour on the reading of the word of
God, and their descendants at this day rival or even outstrip these holy
men in disseminating that word, is it not a patent and palpable fact that
tridentine Rome has always exhibited a morbid dread lest the reading of
the IJcrip ures hould influence the religious opinions and life of her people?
Fragment- of the Bible carefully selected and expurgated of all that might
damage the authority of the Pope, or infringe upon certain of her practices
-yes, Rome IDJl allow this; it is even to be found in her books of law or
devotion-a strange medley indeed. The Bible in Latin !-yes, of course she
recommends that; but the whole of the Bible or even of the New Testament
in the language of the people, when and under what form has that Church
authoritatively permitted or encouraged such reading in Roman Catholic
countries, although, in pcwtibus infldelium, she has been shamed more or
less into the show of a permission? Has she not continually pointed the
finger of reproach at the reading of the Scriptures as a pernicious act?
Is, we would ask, the Pope himself at all at one with his eloquent cure of
Paris? On the contrary, we challenge contradiction, when we affirm that
the very centre of Popery, Rome itself, is the city of all others in visible
Christendom where the sale of the Bible is seldom or never witnessed. Is
it not, alas! a matter of public notoriety, that no one is suffered to read
the Bible in the vulgar tongue? And what was the opprobrious title given
by the Pope's Syllabus to the Bible Societies? It pronounced them
public nuisances. But to come only to last month. The very journal
that published the eloquent sermon of M. Hyacinthe furnishes at once the
most striking proof how the case stands with the Roman Catholic religious
world as to the reading of the Bible. The Se?1wine Religieuse of January
2nd, the very number that gives the sermon of M. Hyacinthe on the duty
of reading the Bible, devotes a dozen pages to advertising religious books
and New Year's presents. Here, then, we find everything else, books of .
offices (of prayer), lives of saints, books against Protestantism, religious
romances, statues, images, chaplets, medals, &c., &c., but not a single
advertisement of the Bible, nor of any book that would promote or pro-
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duce in any way the study of God's Word. Now let anyone take up the
Rod, and the contrast is striking indeed.
Romo may not, perhaps, have forbidden in so many words the reading
of Holy Scripture, but she has never favoured, she has never fostered that
paramount of Christian duties; on the contrary, she has destroyed the
taste for the Bible in her dread of seeing her people using the Bible.
In fact, nothing in the world would be more astonishing than to see
Roman Catholics habitually reading the Bible, and still remaining Roman
Catholics.
A WORD

ro

THE PROTESTANTS OF ENGLAi"\TD.

"Can ye not discern the signs of the times r"-MATT. xvi. 3.

o ZION, mourn, let tears bedew thy cheek;

Let sorrow rend thy heart, let anguish speak
Thy deep contrition for thy people's sins (Joel ii. 15-17),
Erejudgment at the House of God begins (1 Peter iv. 17).
For though in love He long restrain His wrath,.
Yet with a cmse, for sin, He'll smite the earth (Mal. i v. 6);
Unless to Him, in penitence we turn,
Humbly confess our sins, forsake and mourn (1 John i. 9).
For who can tell but that He may withhold
His indignation, as in days of old,
When Nineveh, repenting, turned again (Jonah iii. 9, 10)
To Him 'gainst whom they'd sinned, nor turn'd in vain?
So, Christians, let the warning voice be heard,
Give heed in time to God's most holy word;
Mix faith with it, and test your ev'ry thought
By that unerring Blule, and not as taught
By human tradition, insisted on (Col. ii. 8)
By Romish Prelates, who make bold to own
Succession from th' Apostles, but teach not
The doctrines which they taught; nor have they got
The faith which they possess'd; it works by love;
A gift freely and divinely given, prove (Eph. ii. 8)
Its origin from God, whose Spirit taught
The truths reveal'd and effectually wrought (Acts xiv. 3)
Within their hearts, and thence upon their lives
A holy influence which none derives
From Popish error, or from Priestly pow'r,
Which seeks to gain admission in this our
Once enlighten'd but now beclouded land.
For dimly bmns our light, on ev'ry hand
Error and infidelity abound (1 Till. iv. 1).
Alas! in Prote tant England is found
The spirit of aJliance with that foe,
Which seeks om' nation's final overthrow,
Already works that subtle, lying fiend,
Though in false coloms, which better serves the end
Rome has in view; with her, the Church is all
Outside he?' pale, anathemas must fall
On ev'ry soul who dares maintain the right
Of conscience to self-judge, as in God's sight,
And that according to His word of truth.
'rhe Bible's not the people's Book, forsooth.
Saith Rome, How can unlearned man presume
T' interpret Scripture? which the priests assume
Only to them"p..lves, lightly to divide.

l'

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

161

Thus by these mea.ns the :Srtmp of Life's denied
'ro all Rome's followers, who pin their f~lith
'fa Romish doctrines, 01' what her priests saith.
o ye who bear the name of Protestant,
Are ye p?-epa?-ed your doctrines to recant?
And to forego your much·prized liberty,
To succumb to Rome, whose emissary
Is the Ritualism of the present day,
'Which now within th' Established Church bears sway?
'l'he leaven works, and soon it will appeal'
'l:hat Protestants a foreign yoke must wear;
Whether the Church be severed from the State
Or not, her downfall hastens, and bow great
The fall will be! Oh, woe to England then!
For hierarchy in confusion will reign
While Rome exerts her pow'r within this realm,
And Antichrist, usurping, guides tbe hclm.
But not for long; another pow'r will rise (Rev. xvii. 10)
To subdue the pow'r of the Beast; surprise (Rev. xiii. 3)
Will seize the wicked then, who dream of peace,
Will find too late their troubles fast increase.
'fhe foolish virgins, too, will look about (Matt. BV. 8)
For oil to trim their lamps, their light gone out
Will fill them with confusion and dismay;
Then will they know that they have miss'd their way.
But, 0 ye saints of God! 'tis netfor yOtl
To take your ease, as mere professors do (Luke xxi. 36).
Arise, and trim your lamps, go forth in faith,
In readiness to meet your Lord, who saith,
"Behold, I quickly come!" The time draws near (Jas. v. 9);
Axe ye prepared before Him to appear (Matt. xxv. 32),
When He shall come to gather in His own,
Faultless to stand before the Father's throne (Rev. vii. 15)?
Portentous are the signs; they loudly call
For watchfulness and pray'r, to ChJ:istians all.
Oh, then, ye saints, betake you to your tow'r (Hab. ii. 1);
In secret wait, till the decisive hour (Isa. xxvi. 20),
When God shall arise, and make bare His arm,
To defend His own from the direful storm
Which threatens now to overspread the land (Luke xxi. 28) ;
Aud none but those its fury shall withstand,
Who are safely hid in Christ the smitten Rock.
Secure are they 'gainst ev'ry earthly shock (Gal. iii. 3) ;
For Christ is theirs, a.nd they are ever His,
Their Strength, and Shield, and Hiding-place He is (Isa. xxxii. 2),
In whose loved presence they shall ever dwell (Rev. xxi. 3),
With whom in time and evermore 'tis well.
Oh, then, H be faithful even unto death (Rev. ii. 10),
And I will give a crown of life," He saith.
H A little while," and He will surely come (Heb. x. 37),
To claim His Bride, to be with Him at home,
To share His glory, and be like Him too (1 John iii. 2),
Clad in a garment which is evel' new (Isa. lxi. ]0),
With Him to reign, to sit UpO:l His Throne (Rev. iii. 21),
When He the l.-i.ngdoms of tbis world sball own (Rev. xi. 15).
What eye can picture, or what heart conceive (1 Cor. ii. 9),
The glory that awaits those who believe (1 John v. 1) !
Believing love, and loving much aclo?'e,
Though now unseen, SHA.LL see Him evermore (1 Pet. i. 8).
Inglishclm.
E. B.
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THE threatened war between Greece and Turkey has, we are thankful
to say, been averted, the governments of both countries having accepted
the terms proposed to them by the Conference.
Spain has been greatly excited by a cruel murder committed at Burgos.
The governor of the:city went into the cathedral to take an inventor: of the
treasures which it contained, and whilst there was attacked by a furious
mob-at the instigation, it is said, of the Roman Catholic priests-and
barbarously murdered. The people also are very indignant because the
Papal Court has refused to recognize the Spanish envoy. A monster
indignation meeting was held in Madrid, and an immense cro"ll'd assemblec1
before the palace of the Nuncio. They tore down and btu'nt the Papal
arms, and afterwards went to the official residence of the Minister of
Public Worship and demanded the immediate remo,al of the Kuncio.
The Under-Secretary of the Ministry appeared, and declared that the
Government had already suppressed the salary paid by 'pain to the
Papal Nuncio, and withdrawn the powers granted to him by former
Governments. An event also, unprecedented in he history of pain, has
taken place at Maclrid. A Protestant temple ha been inaugurated there
by the celebration for religious sernce in public. The ceremony, we are
told, passed off in the most orderly manner, and no kind of insult was
offered. The priests and their foUowers are, of course, excessively angry,
and a protest against the progress of religious liberty has been signed by
15,000 ladies; but such opposition will probably have little effect; Rome
is evidently losing her hold over Spain. May the glorious Gospel and
unclefiled religion take her place!
We have had sad tidings lately from New Zealand. The Maories have
risen again, and massacred thirty-five persons, men, women, and children
indiBcriminately, together with several friendly natives. The settlers were
living in their scattered homesteads in peace, without the slighte:ot apprehension of danger; they believed that the rebels "ere miles a"ay and on
retiring to rest they spoke hopefully of their plan for the morrow.
,Vithout the slightest "a.rning the rebels came upon them, massacred
them, destroyed thei.r flocks and herds, burned thei.r dwellings, and
enti.rely devastated one of the finest districts in the count.ry. But this
sad affair \\ill not end here; a telTible .retribution will in all probability
be inflicted, and "e already hear of the rebels being attacked and defeated
in two engagements \Vith evere loss, and of other means taken for thei.r
chastisement. Thus many innocent beings, as well as the guilty, \\ill
have to suffer. But are we not, as a nation, verily guilty respecting these
things ? We very much fear that we are. We fear that we ha,e not
treated these poor savages with the kindness and consideration that
become a professedly ChJ:istian people; hence the trouble which they have
given us, and this shedding of innocent blood.
An extraordinary exposure of the doings in modern convent life hus just
taken place. Miss Saurin, a nun belonging to a convent in Hull, has
brought an action, in the Court of Queen's Bench, against the Lady
Superioress for alleged ill-treatment. If her story is to be believed-and
there seems little reason for doubting it-the treatment she received was
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shameful. She had to be up at three in the morning, and immediately adjust her movements by a minute" distribution," which, besides the usual
services, meditations, teachings, and so forth, included sweeping the
schools and passages on her knees with a hand-brush. The violations of
discipline incident to such a course appear to have been innumerable. If
the poor lady complained that the broom was worn out, or filthy wi~h
scullery use, that was a sin to be confessed and atoned for. So, also, if she
sat down, or rested her knees on a bench during a long, weary schoolingif she could not eat mutton, especially when fat or lukewarm-if she (liel
not relish the broth or swallow the mouldy bread-if a biscuit was found
in her drawer-if she cut up one" tunic" to mend the rest of the halfdozen-if she used a pennyworth of calico lying about, and, for the occasion, a pair of scissors within reach-if she exchanged a single word with
a passing sister during the hours of silence-if she read something too
fast, or rang a bell thJ:ee minutes too late-if she wrote to her brother,
mother, father, or uncle, or only wanted to do so-if she wished to hear
from them, or to open their letters when they came-if she wished, in a
word, to have a thought of her own, a friend, or a moment's liberty of
action-it was sin, sin pardonable if public amends "ere made with suitable acts of contrition, such as licking the floor-sin unpardonable if not
covered by these penances. According to her narrative, she was subjected
for some months to miseries such as one expects only to find in the treatment of some idiot by his unnatural parents-or some other victim of uneducated brutishness. The correspondence of her friends, who could not
account for her long silence, and were full of dire misgivings, was interc-ep~ed hidden, or destroyed; 80 she avers she found out. When she
c-arried her point so as to write a slip of intelligence, she was made to
ins
her brother in the address of the letter. She had to pass winter
"eeKB in a bath-room mthout fiTe, or in a garret, also without fire, never
allowed to leave the la er for an: pmpose whatever. She had to lie on a
board, the mattress being taken a"ay. Broken scraps of food were
thrown to her, with the comment that in eating them she "as robbing tho
poor. Her religious habit that she had worn for two years "as taken
away while she was asleep, and she was compelled to resume a secular
dress. She was not allowed to change her under-garment more than
twice or thrice in a whole winter; and, finally, she was reduced to a
skeleton suit, fitting her body close, and made in the convent for the
purpose. "Indeed," as a leading paper observes, "feminine ingenuity
seemed almost to exhaust itself in devices for doing that which a Nero
or a Tiberius would have done more terribly, but yet in a day." We
hope that this case may have a salutary effect upon those deluded persons
who imagine that Popish institutions are not nearly so objectionable
now as they were in days gone by. The tendency of such institutions
is the same as it always was, because human nature is the same; and,
wherever men or women are shut up in an unnatural state, there we
may expect the same consequences will ensue-the indulgence of evil
passions, the display of cruelty, indolence, and vice.
The Ritualists have sustained another defeat. In December last they
fought a hard battle with the Evangelical members of the Ohristian Know·
ledge Society in the endeavour to get a portion of its funds diverted to the
furtherance of the particular objects of their party. They were defeated,
although they used most strenuous efforts to gain their point. Since then
they have attacked the Society in another way. Seeing the advantage
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they would gain if they could obtain some part in the management ofthe
Society, they put forward five of their number as candidates at the election
of the Standing Committee; but their effort has failed; all their candidates were rejected and Evangelical members elected instead. There is,
however, little doubt that they will renew the attack at some future
time, and consequently it behoves all the friends of this old and valuable
Society to be on the alert.
Parliament ~as re-assembled, pledged to the accomplishment of no light
tasks. The government have aheady, we regret to say, commenced their
. career with the usual popular tampering with Popery. When a late \"iceroy of Ireland, Lord Eglinton, was invited to a banquet by the Lord Mayor
of Dublin, at which he was informed the Pope's Legate, Cardinal Wiseman, was to be present officially, he refused to go. But the present Viceroy, appointed by Mr. Gladstone's' government, not only attended a similar
banquet, where the Pope's representative, Cardinal Cullen, occupied the
next place in rank to him, and where he was actually addressed by the
Lord Mayor as "an illustrious Prince of the Catholic Church, his eminence
Cardinal Cullen," "the Cardinal AJ:chbishop ;" but the Viceroy said in his
speech that it "gave him great pleasure" to meet him. No '\Ionder that
his speech was characterized by one of the succeeding speakers as such
a speech as they had "never heard before fJ:om a Viceroy in tha room."
At that same banquet the Cardinal Archbishop hu spoke of his master
the Pope, and his approaching CBcumenical council: "So little did he
fear the enmity of II1azzini or Ga.ribaldi and others that at the present
moment he was preparing to celebrate a meeting of all the bishops of the
world. That council of bishops was for the restoration of discipline and
the promotion of salvation. Such a spectacle was worthy not only of
men, but of God Himself."
The government have given notice of their intention immediately to
renew their attack upon the Irish Church; but, when applied to by
the Irish bishops for permission to meet together in convocation for
the purpose of considering what had better be the Church's course under
these circumstances, they sternly refused to grant the request. In other
words, the government violently attack the Ohurch for the purpose of
pleasing her foes, but they deny her liberty of action, le she should
endeavour to defend herself! Surely their cause must be a poor and an
unjust one, when they have recourse to such expedients to further it.
The Scottish Reformation ociet; has forwarded a memorial to Lord
Clarendon, in he case of Mr. James Cassells, who has been banished the
country in consequence of teaching Protestantism in aporto. The memorial sets forth a follows: "That your memorialists are informed. tha
Mr. James Cassells, merchant in aporto, and a British subject, has been
tried by the local courts for teaching Protestant doctrines to the inhabitants of that town, and has been banished from Portugal for a period
of six years. That your memorialists are also informed that the ~aid
sentence has been appealed agaimt to a higher court. Your memorialists therefore pray that your lordship may be pleased to cause the
representatives of Her Majesty's Government in aporto to '\latch o,er
this case, and to take whatever steps may be deemed judicious and necessary, to secure religious toleration in Portugal as is afforded to Roman
Catholics in this country."
Lieutenant Wanen is continuing his excavations at Jerusalem with
equal zeal and labour. He has discovered that the foundation wall of
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the platform of Mount Moriah, upon which stands the M:osque of Omar,
as once stood the Temple of Solomon, was originally 1,000 ft. long and
150 ft. high, nearly the length and height of the Crystal Palace at
Sydenham. He traced the enormous masses of stone which are still
visible at the southern end, to a depth of 45 ft. below the IJresent slU'face.
Behind this wall there are the remains of vast tunnels, arches, and chambers, which Lieutenant Warren refers to the old Jewish Jerusalem,
before the time of Herod. A survey also of Mount Sinai is being proceeded with; and it is expected that in a short time an accurate map of
that portion of the Arabian peninsula will be constructed. We may hopo
that our knowledge of Bible lands will soon be rendered much more
perfect than it is at present.
Amongst the many wonderful undertakings of our time will probably
be reckoned an attempt to girdle the broad Pacific from California to China
with an electric cable. The Pacific at that parallel is about seven
thousand miles across and bottomless for many miles of its middle depth.
The scheme has advanced so far that a bill providing for a loan of eight
million dollars on its behalf has been introduced into the American
Senate. California is no longer contented mth the monthly service of
the Pacific mail steamers; her communications with China are becoming
so important, that she must have instantaneous news of the tea market
and the opportunity of putting her agents at Hong Kong' or Shanghae
in possession of the latest gold quotations of Wall-street and San
Francisco. San Francisco is itself so far west of New York, that the
telegrams from the Atlantic coast precedes the sun by half-a-dozen hours,
and the Californian merchants, when they go down to their offices in the
morning, are already aware what the price 01' gold. is going to be that day
a four. Considering that China is seven or eig'ht thousand miles west of
the Golden tat~, the recipients of telegraphic news in that country
would be so much further "ahead of time," and a startling thought
suggests itself here. What if Eastern telegraphic lines should be extended to China simultaneously mth the Pacific cable, and the girdle
should be put completely round the earth? Hong Kong "ould know
what New York was doing about twelve holU's before the things "ere
done, and New York would know what Hong Kong was doing (through
the Atlantic Cable and tlie Indian lines) twelve holU's in advance of that.
The Americans, therefore, 'by getting their news from the eastward, and
forwarding it on to the westward, would be able to inform their COlTespondents how they were to-morrow!

"Lifted up." The IAfe of Walter ])ou.c;las. London: Morgan and Chase,
Ludgate Hill.
WE pity the man who could read this wonderful narrative without tears.
The simple facts are these. . Some y~ars ~go (t? use the words o~ her then
infidel husband when speakmg of hIS dymg WIfe), "she lay fading away,
her face beamed like the face of an angel. I was an infidel; and, as I
looked into the cold grave, my heart was filled with despair, and I said
wherever her spirit was gone, I would soon follow her and seek it out." She
died in the SoutlH\rn States of America. Her husband then took to
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drinking, ran through the large property he had accumulated, returned to
England, was roblled at Liverpool of a fifty-guinea watch and its appendages, an~ was reduced to street beggary and absolute pauperism.
Shattered ID health, and all but naked and bare, he became in tmn an
objec~ ~f dJ;ead or commiseration.
"In the month of June, last year, I
was sIttmg ID Hyde Park," says the poor man whose history this precious
little book fmnishes, "with my back against a tree, feeling very ill and
said to n;tyself, 'DoUGLAs, what have you come to?' I thought of my
loved wife, of home, when she used to play the piano and siner (for
she was an acoomplished lady); and sometimes I sang too-som~ti~es
could only sit and listen, loving her too much to sing. But I was a dark,
dark infidel, and no ray of hope or joy lit up my painful recollection. Two
nurses passed whilst I was waiting there. After they had passed I heard
one say, 'I should be afraid to go near him.' I knew they were talking
about me, and I felt angry, though even in VVhitechapel my strange
The other nurse, however,
appearance frightened the women.
said, 'I am not afraid of the poor man; he is not goin er to hmt
us.'" She approached. him in consequence, and spoke such "'words of
sympathy and kindness as induced him to tell her his whole history.
" The first tears," he says, "I remember to have shed for years were
under the soothing, searching words of that dear hri tian nurse. ' Ah,
sir,' she said, 'God wants you for some special work. I believe He will
raise you up from this sad condition, and make you know better days
than you have ever thought of.' She put a shilling into my hand and
left me. I have never seen her since, and I suppose I never shall till we
meet in glory. Think what God has wrought! I was a fool because of
my iniquity. I said there was no God,- and God was breaking me to
pieces, and bmsting the bonds of my infidelity, to prove to me that there
was a God of love." Reader, what a lesson does this set before us as to
how we ought to deal with strangers, and to treat our poor fallen fellowcreatmes. Mark the blessed effects of that dear Christian nmse's conduct. The work further states, that" a few evenings later it happened,
in the comse of providence, that this same poor man, after wandering
about aimlessly dming the day, turned into Gosset Street, Bethnal Green,
and stopped before a blacksmith's shop. It was a dingy wooden shed,
with a small square window, in which might be seen a number of criptlU'e texts:" , ALL HAYE STh-:\LD A),'I) COliE SHORT OF THE' GLORY OF GOD.'
" , THE sOUL THAT STh~LITH, IT SHALL DIE.'
~
'" THIS IS A FAITHFUL &\.YING, AND WORTHY OF ALL ACCEPTATION, THAT
CIIRIST JESUS C.urE IKTO THE WORLD TO SAYE SIN.l\TERS.'
" 'THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST, HIs SON, CLEA.NSETH us FROM ALL SIX.'

" Inside the shop, at that moment, the blacksmith was on his knees in
prayer, and the bmden of his petition was the salvation of the people
among whom he lived. On rising, he looked through the window, and
caught sight of the dejected countenance of the poor wanderer." Alluding, we presume, to this circumstance, in another J?art of the n~Tative,
we read again the ,man's own words: "A short tIme after thi I was
passing through Bethnal Green; I saw a notice in a shop-window, which
I stoppecl to look at. It was a bill inviting soldiers to Ohrist. This
thought came into my mind, ' I wonder if Christ would hal/Je anything to do
~oith me!' Some one tapped at the window, the door was opened, and
out walked a man, who took me in, and spoke to me of Christ. I felt
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here was a man who cared for me. This melted me down, and I wept,
and told him all. He said, 'God can raise you up, and He will, if you
trust in Jesus.' He asked me to meet him the next evening at a prayermeeting. I went, and it was not words merely, it was real prayer."
Space forbids our dwelling at any great length upon this deeply interesting narrative; suffice it to say, that, after a short time, pardon and
peace were brought home to the poor wanderer's heart and conscience;
and tp.en, as a blessed fruit and consequence, he had an intense desire to
go to New Zealand, there to
" Tell to sinners round,
What a dear Saviour he had found;
To point to His redeeming blood,
And say, Behold the way to God."
In the good providence of God, this he "as able very speedily after to
accomplish. Means were promptly supplied; his passage was taken on
board an emigrant ship; he was made eminently useful on his outward
voyage among his fellow-passengers, in reading the word, and the simple
proclamation of the Gospel ofthe grace of God. Speaking of his reaching his destination, in his first letter after his arrival, he says : "I scarcely know how to commence, but this I shall state, that, when
our ship dropped her anchor, on Saturday, Sept. lOth, about half-past
two p.m., poor DOUGLAS was in his cabin, asking the Lord, 'Lord, what
"ouldst Thou have me to do?' In a few minutes He answered, by sending the steward of the ship with a message, 'A young gentleman is asking for Mr. WALTER DOUGLAS,' who answered, 'Here I am.' Upon
mee . him on the ship's deck, 'Are you Mr. W ALTER DOUGLAS?' 'I
am, sir. 'You don't know me, Mr. DOUGLAS, but I know the Lord; and,
haTIng providen .ally got a copy of Tile Revival, in which you were spoken
of, I have been looking out for some weeks for the Nary Warren,. and,
fearing you migh no have any acquaintance in Auckland, I came off
to invite you to partake of my uncle and aunt's hospitality until
Monday, when we shall try to find you a quiet home after your long
voyage.' I said, .' Walk into my cabin for a short time, brother in
Christ.' And, on the very same spot where you asked the Lord to guide
me, on the very same spot did that precious young brother pour out his
heart in prayer and praise to Him who had safely conducted me."
The work then goes on to narrate the wonderful way in which the
Lord blessed the labours of this once infidel to the spiritual and eternal
welfare of multitudes of precious souls. We cannot but add, that the
book is a God-glorifying testimony. We contemplate with adoring
wonder the precious details it contains. Although we might not be able to
endorse every sentiment expressed by W ALTER DOUGLAS in a doctrinal
point of view, yet, as observers and admirers of the Lord's gracious and
providential dealings, we cannot but stana with adoring wonder as we
contemplate this remarkable man-as first accumulating large "ealth as
an infidel; then sitting by the bedside of a Christian woman with whom
he had passed twelve years in matrimonial bliss, who, he says, "he never
heard speak an unkind word, and whose face I never saw ruffled with an
angry look." [What a pattern for wives and mothers !J Next we see him
ill'inking ardently to drown reflection, and again and again upon the very
,erge of self-destruction! "Soon after this," he says, "I came to London,
and wandered about without shirt or shoe. Strange to say that, though at
Liverpool and on my way to London I had often walked all night, having
nowhere to lay my head, after I arrived here God always sent me enough
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to pay threepence for a beet For eight weeks I never ate but as a bird,
• picking up a crust oft' your streets, and getting a drink of water. Without
i'riends or food, my favourite resort was Hyde Park, with its green carpet
and blue ceiling. Yet I was never more proud than then. The thieves in
",Vhitechapel hated me because I would not steal, nor condescend to associate with them." Next we see him (as already stated) befriended bJ"
the Ohristian nurse, whilst sitting- in pensive musing; then glancing at
sundry Scriptural texts in a blacksmith's lowly window; then mingling
with various Ohristian brothers at a humble prayer-meeting'; then, with a
heart brimful of zeal and overflowing with holy joy and gratitude, bidding
farewell to Ohristian brethren, and entering upon his long sea-voyage;
. then ministering- to the spiritual necessities of his fellow-voyagers; and
at length travelling, both on foot and horse, through the length and
breadth of foreign climes, "preaching the faith which he once destroyed."
'vVe ask what praying father, what wrestling' mother, but must acknowledge and admire the good hand of a kind and gracious God in all these
matters, and add, "Oh, that in like manner our Ishmaeb may li,e
before Thee! "
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