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"Who comforteth us in an our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

THE LAST PRAYER, WITH ITS GLORIOUS PROSPECT;
" Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to
Thy tcorcl: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."-LuKE ii. 29, 30.
AND mark, dear reader, it was nothing short of this sight of Christ,
as the Salvation of Israel, that could enable Simeon, or any poor
sinner in common with him, to "depart in peace." It was not his
being" just" or " devout," as previously expressed, that constituted
his safety, his peace, or his blessedness in a dying hour, but it was
entirely his being "in Christ" (see Rom. viii. 1), and his being
privileged by faith to behold Him who is "made of God the wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption"-yea, "the all in all"
-of His people.
Reader, it is a matter of indispensable moment that we should be
rightly and scripturally grounded upon these all-important verities.
Now that Satan has come down with great power, knowing that his
time is short, and under circumstances when error of every shade and
hue is so rife, we may well take heed to what the Apostle Peter
enjoins, that we should be "ready to give a reason for the hope that
is in us with meekness and fear."
Beloved, there are some points in connexion with our text which
are well worthy our consideration.
Now, first, observe that the only principle upon which Simeon
could be declared to be "just" and "devout" was as he stood in
Christ, as he was identified with Him as "the Lord our Righteousness." He was just only in and by the Justifier! and, as he
realized his union with Him-his standing in Him-his redemption
by Him, his eternal All and in all, under the precious power and
holy anointing of the Holy Ghost, he became a "devout" man, or
was made a true, spiritual, sincere, and acceptable worshipper. His
K
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" devoutness" was of no creature effort, no free-will labour, no
vainly-imagined power of the flesh to engage in and accomplish
certain spiritual and supernatural service. This were a moral-an
absolute-impossibility. The flesh cannot rise above itself. The dead
, cannot, in the leastwise, perform any living function whatever. And
all men, by nature, without a solitary exception, are dead in trespasses and sins. Hence, as to our service, be it public or privatein the sanctuary or the· closet-if it arise not from an inward; dis, tinctive, and divinely-implanted power, it is but a merely nominal,
delusive, .and (if Divine grace prevent not) will ultimately prove to
be a destructive part-playing; profession without possession; pretence in lieu of reality; the having a name to live, whilst at the
same time vitally and absolutely dead!
.
Oh, reader, be it ours to look well to this,' for to be deceived here
is to be fatally deceived indeed. And, rely on it, the searching,
testing, probing ordeal, come it in what way it may, will do us no
harm; but, if we belong to the Lord, will only issue in that" stablishing, strengthening, settling," of which again the Apostle Peter
speaks.
We have dwelt a little upon the foregoing points, beloved, because
we are anxious to clear the ground as we go.
Now mark, further, in regard to Simeon, it is testified, that he was
"waiting for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Ghost was
upon him." Ah, here was the great secret of all! This at once
explains to every true spiritual mind why he was what he was; why
"just;" why "devout;" why "waiting for the consolation of
Israel." "The Holy Ghost was upon Him." He was not only a
partaker of life divine, as infused into him by the divine breaththe quickening, renewing, energizing power-of the Holy Ghost,
whereby He says to the dead" Live!" but he was a partaker of the
Holy Ghost. He was" a temple of the Holy Ghost." Moreover,
the Holy Ghost was "upon him" in special light, special power,
producing a special looking, a special wrestling, a special waiting.
Reader, the position of Simeon was one of anticipation and expectation, 'in a literal, as well as in a spiritual, sense. And why?
Because it had been distinctly" revealed to him by the Holy Ghost,
that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ."
Now, when we take into consideration our Lord's words to His
disciples, ., Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see: for
I tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see those
things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those
things which ye hear, and have not heard them," Simeon was a
favoured man indeed. If we contemplate the state of mind of Old
Testament saints-from the moment of the promise made in the
Garden of Eden-that" the seed of the woman should bruise the
serpent's head," down through generation after generation, and
under the foreshowing of prophet upon prophet-how highly privileged
must that man's position be unto whom it was expreSSly revealed he
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,should not pass away, or die, until this blessed fact of 4,000 years'
foretelling should be literally and absolutely fulfilled!
Dear reader, we can, in some little measure and in a very small
degree, understand Simeon's feelings by our own, if we are really
:taught of God, and are in' very deed partakers of the Holy Ghost.
How? Because, as Simeon looked for the first coming of Ohrist, we
are looking for His "second coming, without sUr, unto salvation."
"Simeon, without doubt, longed, especially in the age and under the
circumstances in which he lived, for the appearance of Messiah, that
"His banished ones should rejoice;" that the mysterious should be
,explained; the complicated made straight; enemies baffied; the hopeful
and expectant confirmed; yea, that " the wilderness and the solitary
place should be glad, and the desert rejoice and blossom as the rose."
.As " the time of the promise drew near," how fraught with expectation and holy, ardent desire must the mind of the dear old saint have
,been! Doubtless for years and years that mind was richly imbued
with the savour and the power and the unction attendant upon the
revelation so especially made to him by the Holy Ghost. As age
increased, and years passed away, no doubt there was a greater vividness, increased watchfulnes.s, and still more zeal and ardour in con:nexion with those secret but most sacred emotions which had been
·enkindled in his heart as the immediate result and consequence
,of the revelation which had so specially been made to him.
vVe do not for one moment imagine that Simeon was always and
:uninterruptedly in the exercise of that full hope and expectation of
which at times he was the subject. The revelation so specially made
.to him by the Holy Ghost was made to faith, and received by faith,
.and not upon any merely outward grounds whatever. Hence that faith
must be tried, even as the faith of Abraham, in reference to a most
marked and gracious promise, was tried. We well know that the
-latter was not always in the bright and blessed hope and trust and
·confidence of which he was the p.ossessor immediately upon the
.declaration of the promise, and as the blessed u·uit and effect of that
faith which the Lord gave him, and which He Himself caused to
reHow, as it were, and' act upon His own declared word and covenant. Now, as Abraham, the "Father of the faithful," was at times,
.at least, the subject of darkness and doubts, so, we believe, Simeon
might, during the waiting season, have had his scruples whether
·.that revelation in which for a time he had confided, was a reality-.
whether in very deed it came from God, and whether, after all, it
might not have been a suggestion of the wicked one, or of his own
'Vain imagination.
We dwell for a moment upon this, dear reader, becau'se we wish it
·to be clearly understood, that we have no belief in an untried faith;
in other words, we have no sympathy with those who say-as we have
'heard some express themselves-that they have never had a doubt
for so many years; that certain things were so pointedly spoken
llome to their hearts, that they have never since called in question
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their fulfilment. On the contrary, our belief is, that the more special'
and the more marked and the more blessed the application, the
severer the after-test and subsequent trial of faith. This is clearly
shown through both Old and New Testament Scriptures. Nor do'
we write thus with a view of nmturing unb-elief, or indulging doubtsand fears. God forbid! But our object is, to speak cheeringly to
those who fear that because they have not an ww)aurtng faith, they
have, therefore, no faith at all. Beloved, we must beware of substituting faith for the Object of faith, which is the Lord Himself t
Such is the pride and self-sufficiency of our poor proud hearts, that,
if faith were always in exercise-had we no darkness, no difficulties~
no doubts-we should be ascribing deliverance, when bestowed, to
our faith, rather than to the Lord Himself! Hence we should make
faith a species of creatme-act; and thus, after all, advocate salvation
by works-faith thus being rendered a work.
No, no, reader; the Lord, in all His dealings with His dearchildren, holds the reins, and reserves to Himself means and methods
by which all the wisdom and grace and power, inseparable from salvation, should be stamped as His, and His alone! Yea, that blessed
ascription shall be perpetually and uninterruptedly His: "Not unto
us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy
mercy, and for Thy truth's sake."
Reader, we glory in this testimony of the Psalmist; and, rest
assured, it is in precise accordance with the eternal redemption-song
of the glorified. Yes, we say, that David's song in the wilderness
will beautifully and blessedly harmonize with the redeemed in glory,
as they shout in rapturous, uninterrupted, and everlasting melody,
"Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father;
to Him be- glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
But, beloved, there is a sense-and an important sense, too-in
which the revelation made by the Holy Ghost to Simeon accords with
that made to many a dear-although most anxioug- and deeplyexercised-child of God. The revelation made to Simeon was, that
"he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ." In
his case it meant that Christ should come in the flesh, and he behold
Him, as "the Son born and the Child given," the" Babe of Bethlehem," before he died. Now, in the case of the divinely-quickened
and spiritually-begotten sons and daughters of the Lord God
Almig'hty, although as yet unable to "read their titles clear to mansions in the skies," or to "make their calling and election sure,"
there is, notwithstanding, a certain secret hope and expectationat times amounting momentarily to a holy confidence-that they
" shall not see death before the V have seen the Lord's Christ." That is,
they possess, at times at least, 'a certain hope and trust, that, ere they
are called hence, they shall be favoured with a faith's view of Christ,
as theirs; as "all their salvation and all their desire." That He is
verily "the Lord their righteousness;" that He in very deed "was
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lmade sin for them, who knew no sin, that they might be made the
righteousness of God in Him." That He is their Surety, theil' Daysman, thei1" Redeemer, their Advooate and Interoessor, theil" Lord and
their God. Yea, in a word, that this faith's sight of Christ shall be
:suoh as that they shall, without any doubt, fear, or soruple whatever,
,claim Christ as theirs, and verily exclainl for themselves, as Thomas
-did for himself, as by faith they behold a preoious Christ, " My Lord
.and my God! "
Ah, dear reader, this is a blessed position-not simply in full and
:sacred realization, but even in hope and expectation; for, mark, it
:stands in connexion with so much that is laid down in the Word of
God, as the looking, and the waiting, and the wrestling for. If
there were no such state and oondition in the dear child of God's
experience, how many passages would be superfluous and unnecessary, as having neither point nor meaning!
But, then, with such as are in this state there is many a grave doubt
and many a secret fear, that there has been no actual revelation upon
the part of the Holy Ghost. Such are at the same time thoroughly
-convinced that none but the Holy Ghost could reveal: they recognize it as distinctly His holy provinoe and divine prerogative. At
the same time, they feel that the mercy is so great-the favour so
vast-the privilege so supernatural, that they fear it would be the
greatest presumption on their part to cherish the belief that their
-oocasional hopes, trembling expeotations, and ardent desires, were
really the offspring of that revelation. And yet, such is their conviction of the needs-be for the Holy Ghost; such their reverence for
His person and work; and such their confidence in His divine
veracity and faithfulness, that, could they only be at a point about
His having really been the Author, the InfuseI', the Maintainer of these
-trembling hopes and feeble desires of which they now and again seem
to be the subject, that they could rest upon His word-rely upon
His covenant-depend upon His power, for the due fulfilment of His
promise, that "they should not see death before they had seen the
Lord's Christ." In other words, that they should not die until they
had beheld Christ, as having" abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light by the Gospel," personally and specially and
',everlastingl y for them.
Now, reader, shouldst thou be among those whom we have thus
briefly attempted to describe, the Lord the Spirit help thee to take
,this word of comfort. If so be the Holy Ghost Himself, in His own
Divine Person and ministry, had not revealed Himself, and wrought
this hope and expectation in thee, thou never wouldst have had fluch
:a clear scriptural view of His Person and work, nor wouldst thou
have had that holy confidence and unshaken belief in His divine
love, faithfulness, and power. As the Lord Himself said to Peter, in
:recognition of his testimony as to .His Divine Person, "Blessed art
thou, Simon Bar-jonah, for flesh and blood hath not revealed this
',unto thee, but my Father, which is in heaven;" so we may say to
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thee, the recognition and acknowledgment of the Holy Ghost, on
thy part, is equally from above. And the Lord will ratify and
confirm it to His glory, and to thy, everlasting well-being. We have
no more doubt about it than we have of our own existence. The
,-ecognition of the Spirit i.s alone by the Spirit,. therefore, be it thine to,
"thank God, and take courage."
Beloved, this matter of the recognition and acknowledgment of
the Holy Ghost is all-important, and, in an eminent degree, bespeaks·
His own divine work in the soul. Remember what the Lord Himself said touching the promise of sending the Spirit of Truth. As·
one great and distinguishing feature of His Person and work, He
said, "He shall not speak of Himself." Hence, to our own mind at
least, the distinct apprehension and due acknowledgment of the
Divine Person, and absolute and indispensable work of the Holy
Ghost, clearly bespeaks that guidance into all truth by Himself, of'
which the Jews testified. The Divine Persons of both the Father
and the Son are more tangible, and more likely to be seen and
acknowledged by sight and sense, than the Person and divinity of
the Holy Ghost. Hence, we contend, that a clear and scriptural
apprehension of Him does the more plainly set forth His work, and
prove the recipient to be under His own Divine power, guidance, and
teaching. Therefore, if a poor soul-however numerous his doubts,
. anxious his state, and depressed his mind-has abundant cause to"trust and not be afraid," if so be he sees, feels, and acknowledges the paramount and indispensable necessity of the Holy Ghost,
both in His Person and work, as being co-equal and co-essential with.
the Father and the Son.
And now mark, dear reader, the beautiful order and blessed'
arrangement of J ehovah. We read of Simeon that "he came by
the Spirit into the temple." Without doubt, time after time-aye,
for years and years-he had been wont to resort thither; and, doubtless, with the promise so vivid to his recollection, "that he should not
see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ," on many an occa-sion he had gone up with a heart full of holy expectation and ardent
desire. Just as many a poor soul goes up to the sanctuary, with.
holy pantings and heavenly longings and divine bedewings, that he,
might" see Jesus." But such come and go, as no doubt Simeon did',.
as yet failing to realize their hopes and expectations. But there
came a time with Simeon when there was no longer a disappointment; and so shall it be with every quickened soul. N one shall
wait nor watch in vain. "There is a set time to favour Zion" in:.
this, as well as in sundry other essential particulars. .
And, as on that ever-memorable season, Simeon "came by the·
Spirit into the temple," or was led or constrained of the Holy Ghostat that special juncture to go up to His house, so, lmder the same.
all-wise direction and divine power, the man of God was led to
recognize the Holy Child Jesus! There was no peradventure with
it. He was not permitted to make any mistake. Among the many
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babes brought to the temple, to "do for them after the custom of the
law," there could be no substituting any of them for "the Child .
born, and the Son given." Why? Because the Holy Ghost was I
the Director and the Controller of all. As in the case of the anointing J
of David by Samuel, " The Lord said, Arise, anoint hiin, for this is r
he," so was the same di-:ine:constraint of the Holy Ghost upon the
expectant and watchful Slmeon.
.
Reader, what a blessed bedewing there must have been upon the
venerable man's heart--what a sacred unction-what a supernatural
power and exultation, as he took the Holy Child Jesus in his arms!
All his many years' hopes, expectations, and desires were concentI'ating; brought, now that the promise was ripe, into one small yet
mighty and blessed compass. The prayers by grace he had offered;
the patience by the same grace he had exercised, were all summed
up--all blessedly answered in ll, moment, in that one full, comprehensive, all-glorious sight and recognition of the Lord's Christ, even
in the lowly, unpretending, and despised Babe of Bethlehem.
And, dear waiting, wrestling, ofttimes weary and all-but-despairing
one, the same blessed emotions, the same sweet assurance, the same
divine fervour and holy exultations await thee! Thou shalt see
Christ, rejoice in Christ, and bless and praise and magnify His great
and glorious name.
"Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace," exclaimed
the gladdened Simeon, "according to Thy word, for mine eyes have
seen Thy salvation."
Mark, first, dear reader, the NOW. If Simeon were constituted as
you and ourselves-and no doubt he was-he had, in the course of
his pilgrimage, known somewhat, at least, of impatience and fi'etfulness, and the occasional sinking and repining under the cross.
Neither Elijah nor J onah had absorbed all the petulance and impatience with regard to dying, under a vexed and turbulent spirit in
regfLrcl to trials. Few of the children of God but know something of
it, when under the influence of weariness, self-will, or cowardice.
But that is not, at the same time, the state to die in. This is not
the spirit under which the Lord takes His children home. He subdues this turbulency; He controls this dictatorial temper; He brings
them into a blessed passiveness, ere He takes them to Himself. He
.makes them willing either to go or stay, as it seemeth good in His
sight. He causes them unfeiO'nedly to say, "Thy will be done!"
Depend on it, dear reader, the Lord brings His people to this ere He
takes them hence. There had been, aforetime, two wills-the creahU'e's and the Lord's. Now there is but one, and that the Lord'S,
the creature's being absorbed in His! And then, when the dear I
child of God is brought down into a condition of felt-nothingness, )\
and made" willing in the day of God's power," to be, to do, or to
suffer, as it pleaseth Him, then a further insight into the Lord's will
is given. The Lord more fully reveals His mind, open,s out. ~is
purposes;. and, under the precious knowledge of the Lord s pOSItIve
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approving will, he adopts the "now!" "Now, Lord, lettest
Thou Thy servant depart in peace." Oh, how sweet must be the
! realization that it is the Lord's time, and not the creature's; that all
His wise and loving and merciful purposes and pleasure have been
fully accomplished. The days and weeks and months and years of
pilgrimage have at length reached their climax! The trials and
temptations, anxieties and afflictions, cares and crosses, have, at last,
been brought into one focus! The cup placed in the child's hand by
a wise and loving and tender Father, with all its needed bitter
ingredients, has been drunk to its very dregs. The days of mourning are about for ever and ever to be ended! The Lord's Now-not
the creature's-has come; and, under the precious persuasion of its
, being the Lord's time, under the unctious bedewing and holy anointing, the .exclamation is, "Now, Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace."
).
Observe, secondly, dear reader,.-Simeon's request. He asks not for
Joy, nor triumph, but simply,-PEAcE';'-a calm, settled, unmoved, childlike tnlst-holy composure-blessed resting I This was all he needed
,-this all he asked; and his request was in perfect accordance with the
Psalmist's declaration, "Mark the perfect man, and behold the
upright; for the end of that man is peace I"
Dear reader, we lately considered the end of both Aaron and
Moses. As we then intimated, we believe that the termination of
their most eventful careers was just in this calm, unruffled, comprehensive peace I-a perfect, absolute, and entire surrender to and
acquiescence in the will of the Lord. And, notwithstanding the conflicting circumstances of the households both of Jacob and David, as
far as they personally were concerned, there was the like falling into
the hands of the Lord. There was the reposing upon His bosom, the
resting in His love, the confiding of the future of their loved ones
into His hand; and the simple, peaceful, blessed falling asleep
in Him!
Dear reader, mark in one respect the similarity of the language of
J acob and Simeon. "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord,"
said the one. "Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation," exclaimed the
other.
~
Thirdly, mark the grouJ1dwQrk-yea, the essential cause-of the
peace: "For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." He was privi-.
leged, as we have already considered, to behold for himself the Christ
of God, the Salvation of Israel. And now he was abundantly satisfied. He had longed for this. He had waited for this. He wanted
not to be taken hence until he had beheld this. And now that his
most ardent desires had been gratified, and his utmost wishes and
expectations had been fulfilled, he was ready and anxious to "depart
in peace." His glimpse of the actual person of the Babe of Bethlehem
was all he wanted, and this he had. Whilst, beloved, there was a
literal blessedness in the mind of the good old Simeon, it is vastly
illustrative of the satisfaction of each and everyone who is 'permitted
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'and privileged by faith to behold the person of Jesus, as "all their
,salvation and all their desire." It is a sight of Ohrist, a knowledge
of Ohrist, a realization of Ohrist, that brings peace into the souls both
-of the living and the dying. With regard to the former, there are
the occasional glimpses, whilst yet on pilgimage; and, under the present and precious influence of these most likely very, very occasional
glimpses, there is the recognition and acknowledgment that up to the
then present moment" he hath done all things well;" but, alas!
the sweetness and power attendant upon these seasons are, for the
most part, quickly followed by darkness, doubt, and, not unfre-quently, dismay as to what may await the poor soul in the future,
even of the time-state. In proof of this, the Psalmist, immediately after
one of the most gracious interpositions of his God, under the reaction
-of unbelief, exclaimed, "I shall one day fall by the hand of Saul."
But in reference to the latter-the dying of him of whom we just now
'spoke-when the Lord' 8 "now" has come, and under the blessed
power of the Holy Ghost as the RemembranceI', they are enabled to
look back upon all the way by which the Lord their God has led
-them-and with no future as far as time is concerned, but only a
blessed and glorious and never-ending eternity before them, they
-exclaim with unbounded satisfaction, and with an inexpressible
comprehensiveness, "For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation;"
Christ, as essentially in His own divine Person, the very sum and substance of salvation; and OJu:ist, in the infinitude of His wisdom, the
boundlessness of His love, the unchangeableness of His purpose, and
the omnipotency of His power, the wise and kind and gracious
Director, Leader, and Oontroller of the every minute circumstance of
the whole pilgrim-course from the cradle to the grave!
Beloved reader, in summing up, we once more quote the blessed
language of the dying Simeon: "Now, Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation."
Here, beloved, is our closing testimony. As verily as we believe
that that desire was implanted in the heart of Simeon by the Lord
Himself, and in due time realized in all its fulness and blessedness
by him, so we as verily believe that the like mercy shall be experienced and enjoyed by every Spirit-quickened soul. Let his
,previous fears have been what they may; let his sense of unworthiness and unfitness for the kingdom be never so great; let the weakness and waywardness of the flesh and the power of the adversary
<conspire as they may to the interruption of his pilgrim-course and his·
ultimate overthrow; notwithstanding, we repeat, all these combined
.:apparently insurmountable difficulties and dangers-each and every
vessel of mercy--each and every looker to, and longing one after
Jesus, shall at last reach the fair havens, and be brought off more "
than conqueror through Him that hath loved them. Yes," the
xighteous shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands shall
wax stronger and stronger." They shall pass at least peacefully and ,
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fearlessly-if not joyfully-through the valley of the shadow Cof"
death. N otwithstanmng all their previous fears, and dark and
dismal forebodings, it shall prove to be but the shadow-no substance,
no reality; because Jesus, their Lord and their God, hath taken
away the sting of death, which is sin. Yea, they shall sing in the
Jordan:"My sin is pardoned-I'm secure;
Death bath no sting beside:
. The law gave sin its damning power,
But Ohrist, my Ransom, died."

Dear reader, here is our parting word-and we are as sure of its.
being a Gospel v~rity, as that we now hold our pen" The soul that on Jesus hath lean'd for repose,
He'll never, no, never desert to His foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
He'll never, no never, no never forsake."

Yours in imperishable love,
THE EDITOR.

St. Luke's, Bedminste)', Feb. 11,* 1871.
"WHAT HE HATH DONE FOR MY SOUL."
PSALM

lxvi. 16.

THIS is pre-eminently a day of activity. Look around at what is called the
"religious world." Was there ever a time when so many efforts were put
forth for good, when so many missions for heathen at home and heathen
abroad were originated, when so many meetings of every kind were
carried on? Aud what is the tendency of all this? Undoubtedly the
promotion of the Redeemer's kingdom. But with this, and in consequence
of it, there lies a danger subtle and soul-damaging. It is this. Frequently so much time is spent in these public works of mercy, that the
time set apart for quiet, calm meditation, for communion with God, is
seriously curtailed. Hence I think all thoughtful observers must agree
that, while religion is comparatively widely diffused, there are few, very
few, who seem to have any deep acquaintance with the things of God.
who realize more than an experimental knowledge of the very first principles of the Gospel of Ohrist. Thus may it not be profitable to think for
a few minutes, as did the Psalmist, over what God hath done for our individual souls?
First of all He hath saved our soul. What a wondrous fact this is.
The man whose soul has been set free from the bondage of Satan, and
the curse of a broken law, cannot but recur from time to time to this.
blessed truth. In that astonishing chapter, the first of the Ephesians. th(;}
inspired Apostle deals with this subject. He there shows our Predesti.nation in Ohrist Jesus, before the world was, to eternal life (vel'. 4, 5),

* The eighth anniversary of the departure of a precious child of fifteen years of age.
Dear bereaved ones, who may at present be at a loss to know why the Lord has seen fit to
take this and that one to Himself, wait yet a little, and He will enable you to say, " The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord."
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'our red.emption through His "pre6lious blood-shedding" (vel'. 7), om'
realization by faith of these truths and our" sealing" by the Holy Ghost
(vel'. 13), and then follows the inspired prayer that those who know these
things may not rest satisfied as "though they had already attained," but,
through the gift of the Spirit of Wisdom, may go on to know the blessed
hope of their divine calling, the riches of the glory of the inheritance in the
saints, and the exceeding greatness of His power in those who believe,
even the same as that which wrought in Christ when He was raised from
the dead and placed at the Father's right hand,-which power, brethren,.
is ours now (vel'. 3), that we, or rather Divine grace in us, may overcome
the enemies with whom we are called on to do battle, the world without, all:
evil and rebellious heart within, and these two stirred up by the power of
him who is the" Prince of the power of the air."
Again. He hath instructed us. We often hear Christians speak as if'
when a soul is brought to experience the forgiveness of sins all is finished,.
and there is no need of anything more. But is this so? Surely not. It
is but the very beginning of spiritual life; it is but admission into the'
school of Jesus; and the one thus brought to Christ will find out, sooner or'
later, that the same Spirit who revealed Christ in him has many, many
lessons, hard and distastefill to the flesh, to teach him, ere he can be admitted into the immediate presence of his God, or drink of those pleasures.
which are at his right hand. Let us just consider one moment one or two·
of these lessons which the Father has taught, or may be is even now
teaching some who may read this Magazine. He teaches, for instance,.
His child to prefer Himself above al) things, to find in Him his enjoyment.
Strange as it may seem; every real Christian knows that, in spite of all
God's mercy, his heart is still ready to betray him into what is wrong,.
ready to entice him away from his true happiness, by, it may be, raising
up some idol in the recesses of his heart, something which he puts before'
his Saviour. The Lord may allow this for a short while, but then, if not
put away, He Himself will remove that idol, and lead His child back again.
with bitterness and often with heart-breaking anguish. Again, He will
teach him to walk" by faith, not by sight." So that, when all is dark,
when circumstances seem against him, when comfort is gone, when God
hides Himself, even then to be able to feel, though he see not with the eye,
of the soul, his Redeemer. "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and when
He hath tried me I shall come forth as gold." Other lessons, too, he will,
learn. The total depravity of his nature, his entire dependence on grace, (
his inability_ to do anything of himself, and also the power, the wisdom,
the 'love of Immanuel to his soul. But space forbids our more than mentioning these. One practical thought, in conclusion. As you look back
and muse over all the way the Lord has led you, as you remember in yourpast life, when and how the Lord hath taught you some at any rate of'
these lessons,-in other words, what He hath done for your soul, do you
not feel that He has dealt bountifully with you? It may be that you are
even now passing through the deep waters of affliction; if it be so, I know'
that trial at times seems to absolutely lay us prostrate, and that hard:
thoughts are apt to rise up against the love of our Father; but, when the·
first resistless rush of grief is passed, I am sure from what I have felt,.
and what thousands of God's people have felt, that you will be brought
to acknowledge that the trial was a blessing in disguise; that from it yOlL
will rise to serve the Master with truer love to His person, with purer
hope, and firmer faith.
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"Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."

If, then, mercy has marked the past, may we not leave the future with
confidence in His hands? Threatening, dark, uncertain it may seem, but
" He hath been mindful of us: He WILL bless us." He hath done thus
much for our soul, and can never leave the work of His own hands." All,
all is well i" and, though here we understand not His dealings with us, we
shall yet in another world join with all the blood-bought throng, and say
from our inmost soul, "He led us forth by the right way, to bring us to
this glorious city of habitation."
London.
J. B.
MEDITATIONS ON THE FORMER PART OF THE FIRST
OHAPTER OF OOLOSSIANS.
will was concerned in Paul's being an Apostle: this he plainly states
in the first verse. Paul was not so by his own will, but by God's will.
If he had been left to his free-will he never would have been an Apostle;
so that the people of God are indebted to God's" good will," and not to
man's free-will, for having the ministry of the Apostle Paul.
The Apostle had many good wishes in his heart for the spiritual good
of those he was inspired to write unto; desiring "grace and peace fi'om
'-ctod our Father, and the Lord Jesus Ohrist" (vel'. 2). He was inspired
to write to them, and to pray for them. It was no small privilege to
have the prayers of such a man as the inspired Apostle Paul. His
prayers- for them were not for earthly good, but spiritual. True prayer
presented to the Lord for His children, proves him who offers it to be
.one of them. It is not likely that a child of the devil would, or could,
pray inspiringly for the children of God. Spiritual gratitude pervaded
the Apostle's soul while praying for the Oolossians. Thankfulness and
prayer were in his heart at the same time-two precious graces. It is
sad when neither is felt with power in the heart. Grace made Paul a
praying man, and a thankful one. Prayer and thankfulness are the
effects of the Holy Spirit's work in the soul. None can spiritually pray,
,01' be spiritually thankful, who were never born again.
Paul's prayers
for the Lord's people were without ceasing (vel'. 3). What a view this
:gives one of the largeness of his heart, and of the absence of selfishness
in him! How anxious he felt for the true welfare of the people! How
much he spoke to the Lord of them, as well as wrote to them about the
Lord! Where there is much love in the heart for the Lord's people,
.there will be much prayer for them. It may not be amiss to test oneself
,by this rule.
Paul had heard something about ,these Ool'ossians which delighted
his soul-did good to it, namely, that they possessed a divine faith in
,Christ, which worked by love to all saints (vel'. 4). None with divine
faith and love in their hearts can hate His saints. Faith in Ohrist works
not against the Author of it. Where there is much faith in Ohrist, there
will be much love to His people; it ever works in good company.
Spiritual love, if we have it, will be fixed on spiritual objects and spi:ritual persons. A natural man cannot love a spiritual person with a
GOD'S
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spiritual love; neither can a spiritual person love a natural one with a
spiritual love.
The Oolossians had something laid up for them in heaven, called in
vel'. 5 "the hope." This was not laid up on earth, but in heaven. Most
people care more for what is laid up on earth than for that which is
"laid up in heaven." "Ohrist is our hope," and in heaven there awaits
eternal life and glory for His hoping people. This they heard of before,
in the word of the truth of the Gospel. What blessed things the Gospel
reveals! What truth in the things it reveals! Gospel truth has had, .
I and will have, many enemies; but there is no truth liJre it. How is it that
i quickened sinners feel so much love for Gospel truth? There is scientific
truth, historical truth, and truth about astronomy, and many other things.
But is it not rather remarkable that when the Holy Spirit begins with a
sinner in a gracious way, that Gospel truth should lay so near his heart,
that his ears should be open to hear it, his eyes open to see it, his heart
open to receive it, and his tongue at times set at liberty to speak of it,
and his soul so warmly in love with it, that he would rather part with life
than sell this precioul:l Gospel truth?
Gospel truth relates to what other truths relate not to-such as election,.
redemption, regeneration, salvation, forgiveness of sins, repentance,
justification, sanctification, the eternal love of God, how and in what
shown; the love of Ohrist, and in what manifested; of His birth, life,
obedience, sufferings, death, resurrection, ascension, intercession, and of
His second coming; of the Holy Ghost and His work in quickening the·
souls of His elect dead; of His convincing them, teaching them, searching.
them, comforting them, wounding them, healing them, guiding them,
softening them, helping them; of the covenant of grace, which is.
ordered in all things and sure. Bless the Lord for such precious.
truth! " Gospel truth" is precious truth about precious things, blessed!
truth about blessed things, holy truth about holy things, spiritual
truth about spiritual things, heavenly truth about heavenly things,
living truth about living things, joyous truth about joyful things,.
saving truth about saving things, glorious truth about glorious things;
everlasting truth about everlasting things, powerful truth about powerful things. This Gospel truth had come unto theOolossians (vel'. 6).
The Lord intended it. should come. The" father of lies" could not
prevent its coming "unto them." Doubtless he would if he could~
Oh, how Gospel truth has knocked his kingdom of darkness about!.
It has ::;haken it to its very foundations; yes, foundations and all.
The sound of Gospel truth comes to the ears of many, and to the·
hearts of few, in tLe saving power thereof. It is a great mercy to have
the Gospel brought home to us, and to have a heart to entertain it, and
also those who bring it.
Where Gospel truth comes in power it bringeth forth fruit; but where?
The Wordsays "in you" (vel'. 6), showing the truth had got into their hearts.
There can be no G-flspel fruit in the life until there be a Gospel root inthe heart. What sort of a heart is it that entertains" Gospel truth?"
A new heart; a broken and contrite one; a pure one; a wise one; a
clean one; an honest and good one; a sound and true one. " Gospel
truth," and the heart which entertains it, are both God's gifts. "Gospel
truth" in the heart produces fruit there. Heart-fruit-faitb, hope, light,.
love, peace, JOT, patience, &c. "Gospel truth" in the heart is not barren,
but fruitful. To have it in the head, hand, or house, will not produce:·
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fruit to God's glory; no, it must be in the heart, the soil prepared for it
by the blessed Spirit. These Colossians were fruitful Christians since the
,day they heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth (vel'. 6). Now,
hearing and knowing are here joined together. All who heal' " Gospel
truth" do not know it, in the saving power thereof. They could see displayed in this" Gospel truth" the grace of God. Oh, how blessedly
." Gospel truth." sets forth the grace of God in election, predestination,
redemption, and salvation! They knew this grace in truth. It is the
.spirit of truth and grace, who alone can teach sinners to know the grace
{)f God in truth. There is no knowledge like this, of knowing" the grace
'Of God in truth;" of knowing His electing grace has elected me; His
-redeeming grace hath redeemed me; His converting graue hath converted me; His justifying grace hath justified me ; His pardoning grace
hath pardoned me; His saving grace hath saved me. And to know it
"in truth," not apart from truth. No, the graee of God is not known
apart from truth. "Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." G;l'ace
accompanies truth, and truth grace. They cannot be separated. "What
God hath joined together, let no man put asunder." Then to know the
grace of God in truth, is to know it truly that it is grace. Oh, what
grace a person needs to know; what grace is, and especially to know
he is a partaker of it.
Paul reminds them that they had learned of Epaphras (vel'. 7). It is
well the Lord's people should not forget their teachers, those of whom
-they learn "Gospel truth." It is also well for ministers to think on
mini,sters, and to own with thankfulness the good they have been the
means of doing to the people of God. 'What a deep affection Paul had
for this" faithful minister of Christ!" He calls him" our dear fellow,servant;" not "fellow-servant" only, but "our dear fellow-serval1 t."
What an absence of fleshly jealousy in the mind of the Apostle towards
this faithful minister of Christ! Spiritual love in the bosoms of Christ's
ministers one towards each other subdues fleshly jealousies against oue
another.
What walls of separation exist at the present day between some of the
ministers of Christ! How much they fear each other! How little they
love one another! When will these thick and high walls be thrown
down, so that they will be able to recognise each Qther as fellow-labourers
in the Master's vineyard, and give" the right hand of fellowship" to one
another? If there is a high wall between two persons, they cannot
well shake hands, unless it be thrown down, or a hole made big enough
to put their hands through. In some cases, however, the wall is made of
such hard materialS, and has stood so long, that it is no easy matter to
make a hole in it. The Lord may, before long, send such a shaking as to
-throw down these walls of separation, and so open the way for His
ministers to come closer together in Gospel love and unity.
May He in mercy hasten the longed-for and happy day! Epaphras
told Paul something good about the Colossians, as he says in the 8th
verse, "Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit." In talking
to Paul about this people, this "faithful minist01' of Christ" spoke
particularly of the Holy Spirit's work, as seen in them: "Your love in
·the Spirit." " Love is of God, and he that loveth is born of God and
,knoweth God." Godly ministers notice particularly the fruits of the
Spirit in the people of God, especially this precious fruit of i.t,love. How many things a person may have in his spirit, and not have
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." Love in the Spirit! " He may have light, knowledge, pride, love of the
lVorld, vanity, hatred, self-esteem, natural1.--indness; but all, without this
love in the Spirit, is "as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal." What
.a contrast between love in the flesh and "love in the Spirit!" How
little of love in the Spirit on earth; how much of it in heaven! What IJ
-a place hell must be, where there is no "love in the Spirit!" Paul's I
fervent prayers for the Oolossians date back to the time when he heard
of their love in the Spirit, and of the Gospel fruit which they brought
forth. He was profited by what he heard of them, and, doubtless, they
were benefited by his prayers for them. It is not for any cause a child of
-God, or minister of Ohrist, prays for the people of God, Paul says: "For
this cause," &c. (vel'. 9). There is always a cause why ministers pray for
the people, and a cause why the people of God pray for His ministers.
When we pray for certain persons, certain things are desired for them;
and this proceeds from a certain cause. It is no random work. A mark
is seen, and the arrow directed to it, which most surely does not miss it.
-Oh, to be able to pray like this!
How continuously this prayer was kept up on behalf of the Oolossians :
"Do not cease to pray for you." The Holy Ghost inspires His ministers
-to pray for those whom He designs to bless. Paul prayed for them
.desiringly, as he says, "and to desire." This desire related not to anything temporal, but spiritual, "that ye might be filled with the knowledge of His will." What a wonderful prayer is this-" filled with the
knowledge of His will!" Paul knew it was the Lord's will to make His
mind known to His people, or he would not have thus desired it. It is
-God's will that His people should be brought down, and raised up;
wounded and healed; stripped _and clo.ih_~d) that they should be born
again, repent, believe, be Justified, and sanctified; that they should love
Him, trust in Him, and obey Him: that they should be healed in Ohrist's
blood, clothed in His righteousness, follow His footsteps, walk in the
-Spirit; that they should be tried, put into the furnace, go through fire and
water, be humbled, ",led about," be "at their wits'-end," cross swords
with the enemy, fight and conquer through the blood of the Lamb; that
-they should be eternally saved, and "shine fOl,th as the sun in the king,dom of their Father."
Then it is His will that they should be trained in this time-state by
various trying providences. It was His will J acob should go to PadanAram, J oseph into Egypt, Moses to Pharaoh's court, David into the cave of
AduIlam, Jeremiah into the low dungeon, Jonah into the fish's belly,
Daniel into the lions' den, the three Hebrew children into the fiery fur-nace, Paul and Silas into the prison. It is His will that His people
-should have a cross, but not the curse; "a thorn in the flesh," but not a
storm of eternal wrath on their souls. Then there is His will, as set forth
in election, redemption, the work of the Holy Spirit, and also as revealed
in His Word. Now, to be filled with the knowledge of :S:is will in these
things, what is needed? Wisdom! The Lord's will is to be known by His
people, but only as He is pleased to reveal it to them. His wisdom
brightly shines out in His will, or in what He hath willed. "Wisdom is
1he principal thing;" it comes from above. "The fear of the Lord is
-the beginning- of wisdom." "Christ is the wisdom of God." Wisdom is
,needful for the Lord's will to be known. The application of the heart
unto wisdom is the fruit of divine teaching in the soul (Ps. xci. 12).
~Ignorance of God's will shows a lack of divine wisdom. Paul does not
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say "in wisdom," but "in all wisdom." The highest part of wisdom is
to know the will of God, and have grace to do and suffer the same. The·
" Only-wise God" liberally gives wisdom to those who feel the lack of it,
and who ask for it in faith.
" Spiritual understanding" is another blessing Paul desired them to
have. By virtue of being born after the flesh, we have a natural understanding. Through being born of the Spirit, a person has a spiritual
understanding; and, as there is a growth in the natural understanding
respecting natural things, so there is a growth in the spiritual understanding, in regard to spiritual things. A man must have a natural
understanding to be able to discern things natural; so must a person:
have spil'itual understanding to be able to discern things spiritual. Paul
says, "The law is spiritual, but I am carnal" (Rom. vii. 14). Naturally,
man has not a right understanding of God's law, or he would not seek to
be justified by the works thereof, or even think 4e could keep it. Instead
of this, it seems a way right unto him that he should be able in some
measure to recommend himself to the Lord's notice by keeping (as he'
thinks) the law. But the law is not what man thinks it is, but what the
Lord says it is. To know rightly God's law, there must be a spiritual
understanding. This cannot be acquired by the sinner, it being the free
gift of God. "God is a Spirit," and savingly to be known there must be
a "spiritual understanding." Many a natural man lookS for God in
nature; a man with a spiritual understanding looks for Him in Ohristin the Gospel, in Providence, as well as in the works of nature. Salvation blessings are spiritual blessings. To know these a "spiritual understanding" is needful. There is spiritual drink, food, milk, honey, wine,
and marrow; a spiritual worship, ordinances, precepts, promises, feelings, service, way, hopes, desires, prayers, praises, longings, faith,
patience, love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, &c. Now, to truly
and e~perimentallyknow these things, how necessary is "spiritual understanding!" The Apostle desired them to be filled with this (vel'. 9).
What prayer! Paul had some object in view in so praying for the'
Oolossians: "That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing"
(vel'. 10); showing that the being filled with the knowledge of His will
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding greatly affects the Ohristian's
walk. To talk of the Lord is widely different from walking "worthy of
Him." Some children who are well cared for by their parents do not
walk worthy of them; others do so, and thereby please all well-behaved
persons. How few of God's children seem to walk worthy of Him! Oh
that I did so ! To walk worthy of Him, a person must walk with Him,
like Enoch and N oah-must walk in the Spirit; walk circumspectly, the
conversation being as it becometh the Gospel of Ohrist. This kind of
walking is honouring to the Lord, and well pleasing to His faithful and
obedient people.
F. F.
Tetbm'Y'
(To be continued.)

THE BIBLE.-I have regularly and attentively read the Holy Scriptures,
and am of opinion that this volume, independent of its divine origin, contains more sublimity and beauty, more pure morality, more important
history, and finer strains of poetry and eloquence, than can be collected
from all other books.-Sir TT71:ll1'mn Jones.
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'QWtaysihe .!ntes.
FAMILY FEATURES.

" l'hings that accompany sawation."-HEB. vi. 9.
ON the table of the peer and peasant, from the highest to the lowest in
our land may be seen the book of photographs; and interesting indeed it
is to trace the family features, and explain to others the various characteristics of the dear one whose likeness is before us.
Beloved, the Lord has laid it upon one's heart at this season, to turn
over the book of Christian experience, and trace therefrom some of the
marks and features of His dear family, so that doubting ones may be
strengthened in the assurance of their relationship to Christ, their living
Head: for how often do we hear the exclamation, "Oh, that I knew I
was a child of God! Oh, that I could feel satisfied He loved me and gave
Himself for me ! "
" 'Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought,
Do I love the Lord or no?
A m I His or am I not? "
Well, now, I trust that our jottings at this time may lead such to a
firmer assurance of their interest in the covenant of grace, and that they
may say, "If these things be so, and are connected with salvation, and I
cannot gainsay them, surely I may put in my claim to belong to the
family of God." And, before we think of some of the things which accompany salvation, it may be well to meet the inquiry, "But what is salva-.
tion itself?" Now, it is positively amusing to notice the many abstruse
works that have been written to explain this important word, salvation,
and to note the number of "isms" that swarm like bees around the poor
and perplexed man in the day in which we live, whereas the whole Gospel
is wrapped up in that most simple, yet precious couplet uttered by a poor
but rich man," I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ is my all and in all."
And from this simple and experimental fact there springs a knowledge
which far outweighs all the philosophy of the worldly-wise. "That I
might know Him and the power of His salvation." To our mind salvation
embodies three things, namely :-peril, plucking, and preservation; and may
be personally explained thus-CC I was living on the brink of hell and
knew it not, nor saw my danger, until the Lord opened my eyes to behold
my solemn and awful position. Then I cried unto Him, 'Lord, save, or
I perish.' That cry reached the ear of Jesus, who is ever ready to save
to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him. His Almighty hand
plucked me from that position of peril. Had He not done so I must have
been lost-eternally lost-for to help myself was impossible; but He did
it all, yea, not merelY'lifted me out of the peril, but put me in a position
of complete safety, thereby proving Himself to be " mighty to save." This
L
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is the way I have learned Christ, and I must leave those who think they
had a hand in the work to prove it if they can. I know I had no hand in
it at all, and am therefore left to say,
"Oh! to grace, how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be !
Let Thy grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee! "
Beloved, can you join us in this experimental view of this momentous
word, salvation? Can you feel with us, personally, that it embodies these
three facts-peril, plucking, and preservation? My Saviour worked for
me as a King, with almighty power; therefore I must give Him all the
praise. But it is curious to observe, on this matter, how the preachers of
the day are for ever exhorting their hearers to "come to Jesus" -to come
this very moment-that there is nothing to hi.nder their accepting His
offered mercy, and close with Him at once. "Only believe," say they,
"and salvation is yours;" and yet ask any that really know aught of what
vital godliness is, "Did you ever come to Christ in this way?" and they will
responq, "Oh, no, certainly not. He came, He saw, He conquered. It
was His work entirely, and not mine;" and yet the ministers of the day
go on hammering away, calling upon. dead sinners to believe, when
believing is the result of regeneration. The new birth first, believing
afterwards, as the inevitable result and fruit of the Spirit.
Having, then, arrived at what salvation is, we come, in due course, to
"the things that accompany it;" and, to our apprehension, there are
things that the Deity have worked for us, and things that the Holy Spirit
is working in U8. Things that the Deity have worked for us in connection with salvation are such as these-The eternal choice of the Father,
which is indeed the grand source of all; and he who reads his Bible and
cannot see the will of the Father upon this point, must be blinded by the
god of this world. Then while salvation itself is the work especially of
the second person in the glorious Trinity, who, by-:His doing and dying,
has saved His people with an everlasting salvation, God the Holy Ghost
has engaged to bring to Christ every elect vessel of mercy. Then, following in the train, are such joys as these:-Union with Christ, whereby
we are enabled to sing, "My Beloved is mine, and I am His;" the
justification by faith of the sinner as he stands accepted in Christ. " In
the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory;" and
also the sanctification of Spirit, whereby we live.
" Apart from earth, above the carnal mind,
As one intent upon celestial things;
.Just on the confines of eternal bliss,
And waiting for the holiness of heaven."
~ut we want specially to note the things that accompany salvation
whi?l1 the Holy Spirit is working in us, and whereby, in the exercises
that :(l0'lf therefrom we ca-p. trace the family features. For instance, a
child of God will be found to have
A throbbing, trembhng heart.-Not steeled as it once was, but softened
by di,:ine gra?e, and such meltings are the result of unmerited mercy
felt and realJseq. "Oh, how unworthy I am of such a l'evelation of
Divine grace upon my soul! Can it be hue? can it be real? am [
deceived? And for fear I IDay be, I say with God's servant of olel,-, At
'-
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this ~ my heart trembleth, and is moved.' Yet the Lord would not
have showed one these things if He had meant to destroy one. There
must be a purpose of love in it. Surely He has made my heart soft, that
it may bear the impress of His own imagfl. And so the soul goes on
arguing-now hoping, then oast down,-nor is Satan idle under such
exeroises of soul. He stirs up carnal reasonings and fleshly feeling, and
desIJ..airing doubts upon the matter, and brings the poor soul ofttimes
mto sore trouble; yet the trembling one ris
gaiP. to fresh joys, realises
more of Jesus' presence, rests upon some great and precious promise, beholds the amazing love of Christ in dying for poor sinners, and feels"Yes, iLml!§t .b!) true, He loved me, and gave himself for me "-so
that, whether it be on the heights or in the depths, the Lord's family
learn the truth of Hosea's words, "They 8hall tremble as a bt'rd out of
Egypt." But, again, the child of God
Exliibits a thorouglt "repentance toward God and faitlt in our Lord Jesus
Christ."-The result of a knowledge of sin and afeeling sense of its guilt,
-the effect of divine calling, which strange paradox, though producing
life, yet worketh death-that is to say, death to all creature doings, sJllfsufficiency, and preconcerted hopes; nor 0 we think that this is a mere act
o
e soul once felt and for ever dormant, for we must confess we have
no fellow-feeling with those in our days who say, "We have done with
repentance." Oh, dear me! surely if we know anything of our own
hearts we must feel a daily neBa of repentanoe on account of sin, and
never, surely, do we come to a period this side of the grave when the
words of the Psalmist will be deemed unnecessary, "Have mercy upon
me, 0 God, according to Thy loving-kindness. According unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. Wash me
thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me n'om my sin. Purge me
with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me and I shall be whiter than
snow." Paul must have felt the need of such pleading when he said,
"Oh, wretched man that I am; who shall deliver me from this body of
death?" Furthermore, the grace-taught soul
Manifests rt tender 1'egard for those who love Je8us.-And Jesus loved Martha
and Mary and Lazarus, and He has shed abroad His love in the hearts
of His followers, that they may not merely love Him, the head of the
family, but tenderly regard every known and unknown member of His
body. We do not mean by this the popular idea of the union of all sects,
nor the platform cry of Arian, Sooinian, and Christian all shaking hands
as brethren; we have no faith in such a mongrel family; but we do
mean the sweet Lond of union that living souls feel one toward another
as they trudge up the steps of life to their Father's home. But note, the
true Christian
Is kept tliir'8ting for tlw Worcl.-Oh! how sweet it is to know Jesus.
The little knowledge we have of Him, we wov.ld not give up for ten thousand worlds, and, as the most precious medium of knowing more of
Him, is His own word, wo hold it dear to our hearts, and m~the Bible
the companion of our lives, if haply, in looking into it day by day, we
inay discover":EGrri, througb the unfoldings of the Holy SpirIt..
But it is in the hour of affliction that the word is so precious-when the
body is laid low, and eternity seems fast nearing. Oh, then how the poor
soul is qui.ckened by the Spirit to lay hold of a promise or hang upon a portion, and how the Holy Spirit becomes the Remembrancer, and brings vividly
before the chastened one the beauty and suitability of the Word. Dear
L
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reader, the school of affliction is one wherein we learn deep and precious
truths; but God grant that whether in health or sickness, He may
"Help us to see a Saviour's love
Shining in every page,
And le~ the thought of joys above,
Our inmost souls engage."
Observe furilier, that the child of God
Has to endure many a t1'ial by the way.-They one and all have to treatl
the old beaten path of tribulation. Oh! it is well for them that it is so,
for the Lord doeth all things right for the eternal good of His people.
How many instances we have in God's word of extremities permitted to
show f01'th the glory of God. The Shunamite's son is not merely to sleep,
but positively to die and be laid upon his bed, that Elisha might prove
the power of God in answer to prayer. The axe-head should not merely
fly from its handle and fall to the ground, but should sink to the very
bottom of the river Jordan, that the Lord might show the children of
Israel His power in being able to bring even the iron to the surface, contrary to the laws of nature. The poor widow was reduced to nothing in
the house save a pot of oil, and yet it was so multiplied as to supply all
the vessels that could be brought into her house. David entered into a
town that had gates and bars, and the Lord permitted him to be thus
surrounded, and then delivered him out of the hand of Saul. J onah was
not merely to be cast into the sea, but to be carried down into its very
depths; and yet rose again and was cast on dry land in safety. The idea
of Ohrist raising Jairus's daughter seemed so absurd to the Jews, that
they laughed Him to scorn, and yet at Ohrist's "Talitha cumi," it was
done, and the damsel lived. Not merely was Lazarus to be placed in the
grave, but his body was to become decomposed, and yet the power of
the Godhead was so manifest that at Ohrist's command he that was dead
came forth from the tomb. Paul and his companions should not merely
. suffer from contrary winds, but should be positively shipwrecked; but it
came to pass that all escaped safe to land. Now these striking instances
(, sho ~ cheer us to believe that' I nothing is too hard for the Lord," and that
He permits extre~ities to show forth His opportunities.
Dear reader, art"thou at the present time under some deep trial? 'rVe
would say ~o thee
.
"Cling to the Mighty One,
Cling in thy grief,
Cling to the Holy One,
He gives relief.
Cling to the Gracious One,
Cling in thy pain,
Cling to the Faithful One,
He will sustain."
But again the family of God
Have to eneounter temptation, as well as trial.-Among the things we shall
look back upon alii having formed" the battle of life," will be " the great
temptations which our eyes saw, and how the Lord our God brought us
out of them, and bid us 'be not afraid; and still we find the devices of the
human ~ear~ are as numerous and constant as ever, and we:are subjected to
htemptatIOns ill endless variety. There are secret carnal thoughts of the heart
which distress the child of God, and lead hirh sometimes to say, "Oanit bepossible that I can ever be owned by God as a child of His?" Then there are
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thoughts of unbelief, which creep over the mind, and yet our dear Lord
beal;gwrtlfOur ways in the wilderness. What a sweet instance we have
of his tender compassion, and consideration for our weakness, in the message he sent to John. John had heard in prison the works of Christ, and
sent two of his disciples to say unto Him, " Art Thou He that should come,
or do we look for another? Jesus answered, Go, and shell' John again
those things which ye do hear and see." He sent no hasty or harsh rebuke, but, bearing with hisunbelief and impunity, wished him shown again
those things. Dear, loving Lord!
'
" Touched with a sympathy within,
He knows our feeble frame;
He knows what sore temptations mean,
For He has felt the same."
But we observe further the heir of glory
Has to be emptied {md humbled to bring him to the g1'eatest simplicity.Cl11'ist's life, from the beginni:lg to the end, was one of suffering. The
Lord's sp!ri.t was often oppressed, and grief met. Him at ever1 turn of t~e
way. His mfant days were days of trouble; HIs manhood life was'a lIfe
of ~; and, at the close of His career,sorrow and grief had its full flow in
His ignominious death of deaths, upon the accursed tree. Gethsemane
and Calvary witnessed indeed that He was a man of sorrows, acquainted
with grief, and shall we repine, as we follow in His footsteps, only to sip
of the cup? 'While He underwent His humiliation willingly, shall we
mlglliu_r if we have to be emptied and humbled too? We need it, and it is
part of the Lord's discipline with His children to bring them to feel, " My
SOltl is even as a weaned child." Oh, sweet simplicity! blessed humbling!
An eminent divine, on his death-bed, said, "All human knowledge is of
no avail; reason Illllst be put out of question. I reasoned, and debated,
and investigated, but I found no peace till I came to the Gospel, as a little
child, till I re eiv d it a a babe; then such light was shed abroad in my
heart, and I saw tho whole sch me all at once, and I found pleasure the
most indescribablo; I ~w th 1'0 was no good deed in myself." So it is,
all the Lord's family must be humbled and emptied, and enter the kingdom of heaven as n little child. And then the child of God
Has a distaste fur tlw vanities ~f time, and pleasures of the world.-It is not
so much a question wit.h him whether a thing is right or wrong, it is" I
have no taste for it; I have higher joys; I cannot stoop to such beggarly
elements; they are occupations unfit for an heir of glory." You might as
well bid a prince gather turnips in the field; you might as well ask a
peer of the realm to scrape the roads. Only let us keep the eye of faith
fixed upon the glorious future for the child of God, and we shall not care
to stoop to the frivolities of the world. Oh, dear fellow-Christians! if
young in divine life, suffer us to remind you of the advice of Solomon upon
this matter, "Make no friendship with the ungodly, lest thou learn their
ways, and get a snare for thy souL" The grace-taught soul also
Lives in tlw 8pirit of anxious and agoni~ing prayer.-" Behold he prayeth,"
may be said of every new-born child of God; and from that hour he
prays without ceasing, lives in the atmospher"e of prayer, and by its illfluence draws His might and strengt.h from God. The broken utterances
of his softened spirit are constant and sincere, and, when alone with God,
he P0Ul'S out bis soul before Him. As the need is felt, the cry goes up to
the throne-and as he foels ever needy, he is compelled to be ever praying.
TIe may know little of the polished expressions and Iounded sentences
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of the learned; but his prayers, feeble as they may be, and consisting only
of heart-felt sighs, are nevertheless acceptable to God. He may foel, "I
cannot pray before my fellow-men, but I can in my own simple way t 11
Jesus my wants." Oh! friend, if this is thine experience, go on tolling
Jesus all-keep nothing back. He is such a gracious Saviour, He lov B
to hear thee, and never yet said to the seeking seed of J acob, "Seek yo my
face in vain." Again, the praying soul
Possesses a tearful spirit of gratitude for tlte Lor'd's goodness.-Deserving
nothing, and yet the Word says: "All things are yours, and ye aro
Christ's, and Ohrist is God's." Oh! marvellous grace, resulting in multiplied gifts, princely presents bostowed upon n. paupor pilgrim, a worm of
the earth linked to Ohrist to recoive gifts innumorn.ble, Cl' n.turo mptinoss
drawing from Ohrist's fulness, perfect helplessness raised to POl'£ t happiness. These considerations overwhelm the child of God as he feels how
much he has, and how little he deserves. He often wonders why tho
command has not long since gone forth concerning him, "Out it down;
why cumbereth it the ground?" and stands amazed at the Lord's goodness
in permitting him to remain a monument of his sparing mercy and grace;
a conscious sense of the Lord's special goodness to him keeps him grateful, and he would express his gratitude if he could. And then the true
believer
Feels a constant going fortlt of sotll ajtC1' Jcsus.-Says the hri tian, "
me Christ, or else I die. He is my centre of nttmcti n; I annot
Him, and yet I live as if He wore clo e by. I ann t:£ 1 Him, and y t,
strange secret, faith grasps Him as if He wer pres nt. I talk with llim,
who is invisible; and I walk with Him as if He w re by my side. Wh 11
I lie down at night, I exclaim, 'Bless the Lord, 0 my sou!.' When
awake during the night watches, 'by night on my bed I seek Him wh ID
my soulloveth.' When I rise in the morning', I say, '0 Lord, Thou Ul't
my God; early will I seek Thee;' and throughout the day's engag ments I want Him near; in fact, I want tlte company of Jesus all tlte waymy life is wrapt up in Him; for me to live is Ohrist." Is such thine e.'\ perience, beloved? Oome, then, these are family features, the unmistakable marks of a child of God. J"astly, the Ohristian
Walks on, trusting and Itoping tltat all will be wellfor eternity.-Do y u y,
" Surely the established Ohristian gets beyond trusting and hoping?" 'W U,
some do, and some do not until they get very near the borders of Oanan.n.
We grant that the faith of some Ohristians is so firm, that they are enabl
to stand strong in the Lord, as a cedar of Lebanon; but, as far a w
perience, by far the greater number of whose standing in Ohrist w hay
}, no more doubt than we have of our own existence, yct are con tantlr.
• exclaiming, "I hope I am right; I trust it may be well with me at la t, .
Indeed, we have recently been with a dear one who has known the L I'd
certainly for fifty years, yet she appeals to us with the earnest inquiry,
" Oh! you at all events would not deceive me, do you think I am l'ight
for eternity? what shall I do in the swellings of Jordan?" But, to our
mind, these tremblings are the very essence of pure reli in; they show
that there is no confidence in the :£I.esh, but, in very helplessness of soul, a
throwing oneself entirely into the arms of Jesus, and feeling "If I perish,
I perish! but He is my hope "and refuge, a strong tower, into which the
righteous run, and are safe." We repeat, we love such tremblin3's, and
we feel at home with those who are thus exercised, so different to the
Arminian confidence and self-complacency of many.
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Look, then, at this photograph, and see, beloved, from thine own expel'ience, if thou canst not trace

I. Has a throbbing, trembling heart.

PSALM: cxi. 10.

Il. Exhibits a thorough repentance toward God, and faith in
our Lord Jesus Christ.
JOB

xlii. 6.

Ill. Manifests a tender regard for those who love Jesus.
1 JOHN iii. 14.

IV. Is kept thirsting for the Word.
PSALM

V. Has to endure many a trial by the way.
JOHN

xlii. 2; lxiii. 1.

xvi.

33.

VI. Has to encounter temptation as well as trial.
JAMES

i. 2.

VII. Has to be emptied and humbled to bring him to the greatest
simplicity.
NEHEMIAH

v. 13.

VIII. Has a distaste for the vanities of time and pleasures of the
world.
ECCLESIASTES

i. 2.

IX. Lives in the spirit of anxious and agonizing prayer.
ACTS vi. 4.

X. Possesses a tearful spirit of gratitude for the Lord's good.
ness.
PSALM

ciii. 1.

Dear reader, has your heart responded, "Why these are the very things
that I understand and realize; the writer has turned out my hidden
thoughts, and explained the very exercises of my soul to the letter ?', . If
so, he feels commissioned to tell thee, for thy comfort and joy, thou art
one of the royal family of heaven; and, having on the wedding garment,
will find thyself an honoured guest at the marriage supper of the Lamb.
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And this brings us to a last thought, namely, the climax of salvation and
all things that accompany it is
Glorification.-A golden word; mark it well, and let faith's eye keep it
steadily in view throughout the remaining days of the pilgrimage of your
life. Only think of it, brethren and sisters in the Lord, children of Goel
redeemed from earth by precious blood, and made like Christ to dwell
with Him for ever. Bearing here the family features, subject here to
the family training to make you meet to be IJartakers of the inheritance
of the saints in liglit. Ah, saints in' light! Precious fact! Here it is
often saints in darkness, saints amidst trouble and turmoil; but yonder
"all light." Clothed in royal robes, and wearing glorious crowns,
admitted to the honours of the heavenly court; yea, made kings and
priests unto God.
" We sing the realms of the blest,
That coulltry so bright and so fair;
And oft are its glories confessedBut what must it be to be there? "
In prospect of this glorious meeting, brethren and sisters in the Lord, we
remain,
Yours affectionately for Christ's sake,
Woodoury, TVanstead, Eyse.'IJ.
G. C.

"WORK AMONG THE LOST."!"
As stated in the Old Jonatlzan for the present month, this is one of the
most striking and remarkable books we ever remember to have read. It
is a record of the most self-denying efforts of a lady on behalf of the
fallen, the destitute, and depraved.
We remember once visiting the c<;mvict-prison at Portsmouth, and, whilst
speaking to one of the officials, he said that he had been connected with
prison-service for the space of three-and-twenty years, and during that
time no less than from 75,000 to 100,000 prisoners had passed nnder his
hands. "Now, what," we asked, " has been the result of your experience
during that time? Which have you found most effectual, severity or
kindness?" "Kindness," was the reply.
Again when, upon an after occasion, speaking to the Governor of the
Plymouth gaol upon the same subject, he stated that at one time a man
was placed under his care who was so notoriously violent, as well as
radically bad, that it was said it would be at the imminent peril of his life
if he ventured into the cell alone. Nevertheless, undismayed, he did
enter-and that alone-the man looking more like a demon than a rational
creature, as he approached. Still unawed, the Governor walked directly
across his cell to where the poor ruffian was sitting, and, placing his hand
upon his head, passed it gently down his forehead two or three times.
The effect was marvell\lus. The man's whole demeanour was changed in
a moment; and he became one of the most patient and submissive inmates
. of the prison.

* By the Author of " Home ThouRhts for :M:others and Mothers' Meetings."
William Macintosh, 24, I'aternoster Row.
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We might give numerous illustrations from our own little experience,
in proof of the power of a kind word or the affectionate appeal.
We had occasionally taken the chaplain's duties at a certain gaol, when,
on one occasion, in going our rounds from cell to cell and ward to ward,
we heard a terrific noise. Upon asking the warder in attendance what it
was, he replied, "It was a prisoner in one of the incorrigible wards."
"Let me see him," we said. In another minute or so, simply the lockedand-bolted iron grating separated us. A word or two of gentle remonstrance changed that man's rebel-look into that of little less than smiling
interest. After a few minutes' conversation, we left him under promise
of seeing him again, if he properly conducted himself. The next day a
still more violent outburst was heard. It was the same man; and, as we
were again making our way to him, we met the Governor, who said,
" I'll see which can make the greatest noise." "Oh, let me see him,"
was the request. "No, it's of no use," said the Governor. "Oh, pray
do." "Very well," said he; and in another minute we were again confronting the prisoner. "Didn't you promise me you wouldn't do this
again?" "No," said he, "I didn't promise you," laying great stress
upon the word promise. ' , Well, promise me now," said we, "and I'll
believe you." After a moment's pause he did promise; and we heard no
noise afterwards. In fact, the turnkey su1:Jsequently told us) that the
prisoner was one of the best-conducted in the place. vVe never saw a
more striking proof of the desirableness of at least appectring to recognize
some good trait in the character of the deepest fallen and most degraded.
Crush such, treat them as the very filth and scum and refLlse of all
things, and what is the consequence? Can you sink them lower? Can
you degrade them more? Nay, nay, however fallen-however degraded, let them feel there is one that understands-one who personally knows human weakness, sin, and depravity-and, if there be any
difference as far as word or act is concerned, it is Divine grace-and that
alone-has made it. Thus you get the man's ear, and then, instrumentally, not unfrequently touch his heart.
Personally, we love prison-work. We delight to find ourselves conversing with the poor, the fallen, the destitute, the ·seemingly hopeless
as well as helpless. Ah, what scenes have we witnessed in these respects!
Once more. In proof of the power of the gentle touch, as well as the
loving, affectionate appeal, we ·will give another example. Just at the
time of our ordination, the bishop's domestic chaplain (who was also c1:laplain of the Waterford Lunatic Asylum) took us to see the establishment.
It was admirably kept, and well conducted in all respects. Walkingthrough the grounds, we approached a very young man. "Now, here,"
said the chaplain, "is a singular case; I can never get him to speak to
me; he always avoids me." Stepping up to him, we gently laid our
hand upon his head, and spoke a kind word. He smiled. vVe added,
" This is Mr. 0--, your chaplain; won't you shake hands with him?"
He directly held out his hand to the chaplain, and burst into tears. Poor
fellow! the spell seemed broken. The chaplain was much moved, and said
that during all the months he had been in th8 establishment he had never
witnessed -anything like it. It would appear that the gentle touch, )
.
accompanying the word, produced an effect which each previous means
had failed to do. It was our happiness, some time after, to see that selfsame young man among the candidates for confirmation in W aterfo~'d
Cathedral.
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Reader, we have only to trace the gracious footsteps of our loving Lord
and Master, in the days of His flesh, to see how He acted upon this principle, when coming in contact with the outcast, and the degraded, and tho
destitute. Ah! what, think you, brol,e the poor prodigal's heart, causing
him to abhor himself, and to detest his misdeeds, like the warm, loving pressure to his heart and his bosom of that poor wanderer's father? Oh, was
there ever a greater or a more glorious truth"Law and terrors do but harden,
.All the while they work alone,
But a sense of blood-bought pardon,
This dissolves the heart of stone."
" 'Tis love that makes unwilling feet
In swift obedience move;
The devils know and tremble, too,
But Satan cannot love."
Ab, yes, Sinai drives, but Zion draws. The kiss will do a great deal
more than the kid,. Who can forget the touching appeal of the offending
boy: "Whip me as much as you like, father, but don't cr'y I" He could
stand the rod, but he could not stand the tears. Again, mark the words
of another juvenile offender: "Beat me, mother, but forg~'ve me first! "
Ah, reader, there is LOVE in this, not LAW.
Now mark its blessed fruits and operations in connexion with the loving, gentle, sister-like dealing of the unknown lady, whose tender sympathies we are about to illustrate from the little volume before us : "Her first case was a remarkable one. She had resolved to pass over
none as too bad to be saved, but to go boldly to the, vilest with Goel's free
words of pardon; and, accordingly, being told of a certain Mrs. P., whose
house was a moral cesspool to the whole neighbourhood, but who was
such a known virago that no one dared to go near her, she at once set off
to seek her. She stopped at the entrance of one of the worst streets in
Brighton and knocked at a door, in order to inquire for the number of
Mrs. P.'s house. The woman of the house was a respectable person, and,
strange to say,as it aftErwards turned out, a sister-in-law of Mrs. P.
In answer to Mrs. V.'s inquiry, she replied, 'Well, yes; sure enough I
can tell you the number. But it isn't a place for the likes of you to go
to: she's one of the worst characters in Brighton. You can't stand before
her.'
" 'Yes, but if we all pass her by, how is she to become any better? '
But, feeling her courage rapidly ebbing away, she added, 'I want to teU
her about her Saviour. Will you let me come in, and let us pray that
God may soften her heart, and incline her to listen to me ? ' The woman
at once seemed touched, and, after a few words of prayer together, she
pointed out the house to Mrs. V. The door was opened by Mrs. P. herself, and four young women were in the room into which Mrs. V. entered.
No sooner had she begun to entreat them earnestly and affectionately to
come to their Saviour, than Mrs. P. flew out at her, and poured forth
upon her a torrent of vile abuse of so unspeakable a kind that every word
pained like a blow, at the same time threatening to use personal violence
if she remained a moment longer in the house. It was a sharp ordeal,
but courage was given her to bear it calmly in remembrance of Him who
bore to be called a wine-bibber and a devil by His own creatures; and
she only said, gently, 'You should not abuse one who comes to be your
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friend.' She was comforted by one of the girls, Mrs. P.'s own daughter,
exclaiming, 'Oh, mother, you shouldn't use such dreadful words to the
lady, when she tells you she has come to do us good!' But, as nothing
could be done with the woman in her present temper, silently lifting up
her heart to God that He would melt her hard heart, Mrs. V. loft the
house, feeling much discouraged, and tingling all over with the insults
that had been heaped upon her.
" Two days after she resolved, however, to go again. She was met at
the entranoe of the street by Mrs. P.'s sister-in-law, who exclaimed, 'Oh,
ma' am, I am so glad to see you! Betsy is so sorry for the way she treated
you. She came into our houRe after you were gone, and cried like a child;
and it takes a great deal to make Batsy cry. I haven't seen her shed a ;
tear for years. She do hope you'll forgive her. She says she never would
have behaved so bad to you if she hadn't been the worse for drink.
Maybe, ma'am, you wouldn't mind stepping in to see her? for she has
been longing to see you again.' With a glad and thankful heart Mrs. V.
went to her house. She was reoeived with open arms and many an expression of sorrow; and, seatecl on the sofa with Mrs. P. on one side of
her and her daughter on the other, she talked to them, prayed with them,
and, finally, Mrs. P. thankfully accepted Mrs. V.'s offer to take her own
daughter and one of her lodgers up to a reformatory in town.
" From that time Mrs. V. became known as one who had devoted herself to seeking and saving poor lost girls. A certain large presence of the
mother in her, a divine compassion, like her Master's, 'for the ignorant
and those who are out of the way,' drew these poor desolate creatures
towards her, and led them to pour forth their tales of sorrow and sin, and
too often most cruel wrong, to one who oould feel for them; while, at the
same tims, a singular gift of good judgment, the very genius of practical
oommon sense, enabled her to deal wisely and faithfully with them; and
great natural energy and enthusiasm of character, combined with a living
faith that with God nothing is impossible, overcame all obstacles in the
way of saving them. For three months she was fully occupieCl. in taking
those who were willing to give up their life of sin to various refuges in
I~ondon, always accompanying them herself, with the same tender care of
them as if they had been her own daughters, lest harm should befall them
by the way."
"One morning Mrs. V. received an anonymous letter from a district
visitor, giving her the address of a woman whom the letter stated to Le
one of the worst characters in Brighton, and a great corrupter of others:
so bad, indeed, that nO respectable person had thought of entering her
house for many a long year. But, as the writer had been told that Mrs. V.
did not shrink from visiting the vilest, would she go and see her? adding,
that could any impression be made on her, it might be the means of
saving scores. That same day saw Mrs. V. on her way to the house
named in the letter. The door was opened by the very woman, and
Mrs. V. at onoe boldly stated the errand on which she had come. 'I have
no time to hear about such things,' the woman answered nughly.
, Religion is all very well for you gentlefolk, but poor folk can't afford it;
one must live.'
" 'And we must die,' Mrs. V. said, solemnly.
" 'Well, that's true, and I know all about that,' said the woman, with
an odd boastfulness. 'I am not so ignorant as some j I warn't always
like what you see me now; why, up there,' she added, pointing to a top
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shelf, 'I have got a beautiful large Bible I bought with my own mOlloyyears ago it is now.'
" , A beautiful large Bible!' exclaimed Mrs. V.; 'how I should like
to see it ! Do you think you could get it down for me? '
" 'Well, ma'am, I'll try, but I'm afraid it will nigh smother you witlt
dust; for it is right on the top shelf, where I can't get at it with tho
duster.'
" So, with the combined help of 11 table and a chair, she manag-ed to get
the Bible down. Alas! the dust stood so thick on it, that, in Whitfield's
strong words, she would have had no difficulty in writing damnation with
(her own finger on the whitened cover. But, wiping it carefully with the
corner of her apron, she laid it triumphantly down on the t,tble before
Mrs. V.
"'Well, that is a beauty!' exclaimed Mrs. v., 'and what a beautiful
print, too! Can you read it? '
" 'Read it! I should think I can, indeed; at least I can when I have
got my glasses, but unluckily I happened of an accident with one of them.'
" 'Can you find them? for if you will give them to me, I will get them
mended for you.'
" 'vVell, I can't say as how I know exactly where they are, but I think
I can lay my hand on them somewhere,' she said, proceeding to rummage
in several drawers. Mrs. V. joined in the hunt, and during the search
for the glasses the ice seemed to melt, and they got quite friendly.
" 'Here they are!' exclaimed Mrs. A., producing them at last, from
among a heap of odds and ends.
" 'And a capital pair of glasses, too,' rejoined Mrs. V.; 'this one is
cracked; we must have a new g-lass for that eye, but the other is all right;
just try it,' she added, opening the Bible.
"So, pl1tting the odd glass to her right eye, the woman read a few
words.
" 'You do read well! why, you are quite a scholar;' and so Mrs. V. kept
on turning over the pages, and getting her to read one verse after another,
till she found the passage Fhe wanted.
" , There is nothing amiss with that glass, is there? Read this.'
" And the woman read: '" Come, now, and let us reason together, saith
the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
thoug-h they be l'ed like crimson, they shall be as wool." ,
"Slowly she read the solemn words, through the one old spectacleglass; but, as she read, Mrs. V. felt one great warm drop after another
falling upon her hand, whioh rested on the open Bible.
" 'Come, let us reason together; your Father loves you; He is knooking at the door of your heart now; oome, He says, let us reason tog-ether.
Oh! why will you perish, when He says, through me, come to Me, and
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow?'
"She did not say much more, but left, taking the glasses with her.
As soon as they were mended, she returned to the house with them. The
moment the woman saw her, she exclaimed, holding up both her hands,
'I've done with it! I've done with it! Night nor day I have ])ever been
ahle to get that verse out of my head. Not another day of this dreadful
life will I lead, if I can help it.'
"With tears of joy streaming down her face at this wonderful ohange,
Mrs. V. asoertained that Mrs. A. had a brothel', a respectable man, living
at W--. She at onoe wrote to him, and received in answer that he was
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willing to do anything he could for his sister; but that, knowing what
she was, he could not at once take her into his house till the reality of so
wonderful a conversion had been tested. Should she conduct herself well,
he would gladly, after "a time, share his home with her. It was agreed,
therefore, to place her in lodgings at Worthing for a time; and at Mrs.
V.'s persuasion, her brother himself came to fetch her; and Mrs. V. had
the douule joy of placing her in safe hands, and seeing one of the worst
houses in Brighton shut up, and some of it~ inmates received into the
Home. Mrs. A. is now living with her brother, conducting a small business, having been known for many years as a respectable woman and a
most earnest Christian."
" The other case was quite as remarkable in its way, being that of a
woman almost more notorious iu wickedness, she herself confessing that
she had committed every sin except murder-without the murder of souls
is counted such. She had been under some slight convictions of sin,
which, however, had quite !lied away, when Mrs. V. was asked to visit
her. She went, and, on the door being opened, told her at once she had
come to speak to her about her soul.
" 'You must make short work of it, then, for it's washin' day,' Mrs. R.
answered sharply.
" , So I will, if you will let me come in.'
" The permission was surlily accorded, though with some surprise at
her boldness, as it was long since any respectable person had crossed that
threshold. But the woman remained hardened, and no impression could
be made on her. However, Mrs. V. was not one to give up, and she
went on patiently visiting her every day for a week, pleading with her,
reading with her, and praying with her, but the woman remained apparently as hardened as ever. At the end of the week, as Mrs. V. was sitting
tired out in her drawing-room one evening, her servant announced that
there was a woman waiting to see her. She longed to say she was too
tired to see anyone; but, resisting the temptation, she went down-stairs,
and there, to her amazement, stood Mrs. R., evidently in great distress of
mind.
'" Oh, ma'am,' she said, 'I can't get your words out of my head, nor
your coming so often after such a wretch as I am. I hope you'll excuse
the liberty I take in calling, but I couldn't rest, indeed I couldn't. Oh,
what shall I do? what shall I do? '
" 'Are you ready to give up your house and your bad life, Mrs. R., at
any sacrifice? That is the first question.'
" 'It's no use, ma'am, my being willing. I have my house on lease,
and I know the man who owns it won't forgive me the rest of the lease,
and it isn't nearly up, and I can't be better while I live in that house.'
" , But will you give it all up, and turn to the Lord, if I can get the
house off your hands? '
" , Oh, ma'am, that I would; for I am that miserable I don't know how
to bear myself, and yet I doubt but I am too bad to be saved. I shall
never have courage to go through with it.'
" , Only you be willing to give up your bad life, and I'll promise to stand
by you till it is done.'
"Having poured forth her heart in prayer with her, that she might
remain steadfast, Mrs. V. bade her good-night, and the woman left with
a lighter heart.
"
.
" The next day Mrs. V. went to the man who owned the house, a re-
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spectable butcher. She told him the whole history of the woman; how
impossible it would be for her to live a better life in the midst of her old
surroundings; and concluded by entreating him to cancel the rest of the
lease, reminding him of the disgraceful nature of the house in the hands
of its present occupant.
" 'That's no concern of mine. The woman always pays her rent regular,
and I am not going to lose a good tenant; and, as to the use she put~ the
house to, I say again, that is no concern of mine. One ain't responsible
for all one's tenants do.'
" , Have you got any daughters?' Mrs. V. asked.
" 'Yes, two; but I don't see what that's got to do with it.'
" , Would you like to see your daughters in that house of yours? '
" 'God forbid,' exclaimed the man, with some emotion.
" 'Then won't you help me to save other poor girls, some poor man's
daughters, from going there? It remains with you to put a stop to the
whole thing, and be the means of saving the poor sinful woman into the
bargain.'
" 'I don't know anything about that; I only know she is a good
tenant, and I am not going to lose her.'
"Nothing would stir the man from this decision, in which his wife
acquiesced; and at last, with an overpowering sense of her own weakness to melt his hard heart, Mrs. V. asked him and his wife to kneel down
and pray with her that God would guide them as to what was best to be
done in the matter. Well, he had no objection to do that, if the lady
wished; so she knelt, and uttered an earnest cry that God would do what
her words had no power to do, and incline their hearts to do what was
right; and then took her leave, feeling sorely discouraged, knowing it
would be impossible to save the woman with this insurmountable obstacle
in the way.
" 'Well,' she said to herself with a sigh, 'I must leave it in His hands
with whom nothing is impossible.'
" Late that same evening there was a ring at the bell, and her servant
came upstairs with a message that there was a butcher waiting to see her.
He knew it was late, but he would not detain Mrs. V. more than a few
minutes if she would just see him. She hastened downstairs, and there
was her friend of the morning.
" 'Well, ma'am,' he said, 'after you was gone, my wife and I talked
over that little business you came about, and we said it would break our
hearts to see one of our girls go wrong, and we don't want another man's
to go to the bad neither; and the long and the short of it is, we have
made up our mind to forgive the woman the rest of the lease; it is a great
loss to us, as the house has got a bad name, and mayn't let at once again;
but still, as you say, it is no more th-an what's right.'
" 'God be praised,' exclaimed Mrs. V. 'This is an answer to my
prayers. May God bless you for your decision with His own blessing,
which maketh rich and addeth no sorrow to it. Now the poor woman
can be saved, if she is reallyin earnest, which I feel sure she is.' Early
the next day Mrs. V. secured ~a small apartment in a respectable locality,
put a few plants in the window to make it look bright and pleasant, drove
off to Mrs. R.'s house, and fetched her away with what necessaries she
needed, and herself locked up the house and took possession of the key.
She then wrote off to her friend Mrs. - - , at B--, told her all the remarkable circumstances of the case, and asked her whether she would
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take two small rooms for Mrs. R., and put her in the way of getting her
own living by washing, and herself and her Scripture Reader undertake
to see after her spiritually. On Mrs. - - consenting to do this, Mrs. Y.
herself saw to the sale of Mrs. R.'s furniture to the best advantage, which
.realized a small sum in hand, and set her free from all fear of want; and
less than a week saw her and her charge standing on the Brighton platform, ready to start for B--. Seeing Mrs. V. about to take her seat in
a second-class carriage, by her side, she exclaimed, 'Oh, ma'am, you are
not going to let people see you travelling with me? Everyone knows me
as one of the worst characters in BrightotL; I am not fit to be seen with
you.'
" 'Nay,' said Mrs. V., taking her seat by her side; 'my Master was
not ashamed to be seen sitting side by side with publicans and sinners;
why should a sinner like me be asha~ed?'
"Mrs. V. never left her till she had seen her comfortably settled, with
kind Ohristian hearts to see after her and care for her. In temporal
things she wanted nothing, as she was soon able to earn her own living;
but, except for the daily visits of Mrs. - - and her Scripture Reader, the
deep waters must have flowed over her head. For months she passod
through the most terrible distress of mind-a sense of sin which at one
time seemed to threaten her reason. Truly she might say, through those
months of mental darkness, 'Neither sun nor star appeared in many days,
and much tempest lay on her, and all hope that she would be saved seemed
taken away from her.' But at last the tempest-tossed soul reached the
waveless harbour of that Love which is deeper than our deepest sin,
deeper than our deepest fall-deeper even than our despair of ourselves;
and she realized that for her, too, it was written that the blood of Jesus
Ohrist cleanseth from all sin, and that the vilest cDming to Him 'shall in
no wise be cast out.'
" For some ten years past Mrs. R. has been known as one of the godliest women in the place where she lives, her house being always open for
prayer meetings and Bible readings.
"A great change had passed, too, over our friend the butcher. From
the day of Mrs. V.'s visit to him he shut his shop on the Sunday, established family prayer, and he and his family became regular attendants
at a place of worship. And, when Mrs. R. came to Brighton the winter
befoi'e last, he insisted on her coming to stay with them. ' She does so
strengthen us,' he said. During her stay at Brighton she went to the
Home, and spoke to the girls of the anguish of life of sin, of all she had
suffered before she could feel herself forgiven, and the blessedness of
serving God. All who knew her, and who knew what she once was,
could only exclaim, 'What hath God wrought!' and feel that the Gospel
is indeed the power of God unto salvation-that it, and IT ALONE, could
, change that woman, who was a sinner,' drunkard, blasphemer, liar, profligate, and destroyer of souls, into a virtuous woman, full of good works,
her whole life lifted up and hid with Ohrist in God."
The reader will now mark the special wisdom, judgment, and tact vouchsafed to this dear lady in the management of the inmates of the institution
into which she has so thrown her whole heart and energies:"Nothing can exceed the tact and motherly sympathy with which
Mrs. V. carries out this part of her work, calming the unruly, and softening the hardened. To give a few instances: Mrs. V. having taken her
seat in her little room in the institution, a girl comes into her presence
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with a very determined face. 'Mrs. V., I want to go; I don't want to stay
any longer; will you let me go?'
'" Of course I will: this isn't a prison-house, where we keep you
against your will. Of comse you can go, to-day, if you like. But what
is the matter? Why do you wish to leave the Home?'
" , Because I am sick of it, tired to death of the work; nothing but
work day after day, till I am tired of it.'
'" Well, now, my girl, I can feel for you there,' Mrs. V. answers in
tones of tenderest compassion; 'do you know that is just how I often feel?
I do get so tired of toiling up this hill day after day after you girls, sometimes I feel as if! must give it up. To-day I felt so ill and weary that I
thought I really couldn't leave my comfortable sofa; but something said
to me, "Go, don't give up; you'll be glad of it afterwards," and I just
asked God to give me strength to overcome my weariness, and He did;
and now I am so glad I came. Do you do the. same; ask God to give
you streng·th to keep on, my girl, alid you'll be just as glad of it as I am
after the t!red fit is past.'
"The little touch of human sympathy and fellowship in weariness,
instead of the lecture and admonition she had expected, softens the girl,
and opens her heart for further talk; and Mrs. V. goes on to point out to
her all that is at stake; on the one hand, if she keeps on, she will get
into a good situation, will be able to earn her own livelihood in comfort
and plenty, will have lots to love her and care for her-very likely a husband and children, and a nice little home of her own-will have God for
her Father, and sweet peace in her heart, and the hope of heaven in her
soul; and, on the other hand, she points out to her that if it is hard work
to get to heaven, it is harder still to get to hell-that it will cost her
misery, disease, degradation, a loveless life, and a hopeless death. Before
long the girl is as determined to stay as a few moments before she was
determined to go, and goes back to her work with fresh heart and
spirit.
"Then another girl is shown in. She looks furious, and as hard as a
stone. She has quarrelled with another girl, and in a fit of passion has
flung something at her, and now she won't give in and apologise and make
friends. There is evidently not the least use in talking to her, so Mrs. V.
says calmly to her, 'You know, my girl, you have done wrong, but I hear
you say you have an iron will, and that nothing will make you say
you are sorry. I can't break an iron will, I couldn't even bend that bar
of iron'-pointing to the fender-' it is no use trying, but God can; all
things are possible with God. Let us kneel down together, and ask Him
to do what both you and I find too hard for us to do-to break that iron
will of. yours, and help you to do what is right.' They kneel down, and
one heart pleads for the other in all that sense of weakness which is the
strength of prayer. Little by little the girl's whole frame relaxes; the
head, thrown back in defiance, is bowed beneath its weight of tears, and
the iron will melts into the broken and contrite heart; the victory is won.
" Her place is taken by another, who comes in with a discontented, dissatisfied face, evidently only waiting an opportunity to unburthen herself.
Mrs. V. guesses what is the matter here, and thinks it best to forestal the
complaint. ' Oh,' she exclaims, .' I see what you want. You want a situation. Let me see: you have been with us for two years? '
'" Two years, ma'am, last Monday,' puts.in the girl.
" , Two years last Monday was it? Quite right, and, if you do your
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work well, the very next place shall be yours.' The girl goes back to her
work with a smiling face."
" Two instances, out of many, I may relate of this work carried on more
<Jr less independently of the Home, though in one of these cases the institution proved of use.
"One Sunday afternoon, in Brighton, a woman was seen bending her
steps towards a druggiiit's shop, weeping bitterly. A kind-hearted woman,
moved by the sight of her terrible distress, stopped her, and asked her
what was the matter. Iu that utter despair which knows no reserve, she
iold her that she had been living with a man, to whom everyone thought
bel' married. They had lately come to Brighton, and that morning, she
did not know why, he had deserted her, and gone off she did not know
where. She was destitute, she hadn't a friend to go to, and she loved
him so, she could not live without him; and that moment she was on her
way, with her lust twopence-opening her hand and showing the pence-to
buy some poison and destroy herself. 'Bless your heart alive, don't do that,'
-exclaimed the woman, horror-struck. 'I'll tell you what you had better
do; go to Mrs. v., she's a one to feel for the Iikes of you. They say, she
feels for one just like our own mother. Come away, I'll show you where
she lives.'
.
" The words sounded comforting to the poor, sinful, desolate creature,
and she consented to go. Still weeping, as if her heart would break, she
was shown into Mrs. V.'s presence. The cheery, compassionate' Sit down;
poor creature, you are in trouble! vVhat's the matter? Tell me all about
it, and let me see if I can't help you,' made her feel at once she had found
a friend, and, amid sobs and tears, she poured forth her tale of sin and'
Borrow, and the frightful temptation she was under.
.
•
" , Now then,' said Mrs. v., thoughtfully, when she had ended, 'what
,can I do foryou? You are not a case for the Home, you are too old a
woman, and yet I daren't place you in a lodging alone, for fear of that
dreadful temptation coming upon you again.'
" 'Oh, don't put me alone, for I am in that misery, I know I shall
destroy myself,' exclaimed the W0man.
" , Well, then, I tell you what, I must place you for the present in the
Home, till you learn to cast your burthen on the Lord, and ask Him to
give you strength to bear it.'
"So it was arranged. The good matrons showed her all sympathy,
talked to her, and comforted her heart. For the first time she found herself in the society of Christian women, and heard about Him who had
loved her with an everlasting love; 'where love is not forsaken, if itself for'saketh not."';. A great change passed over her; she did not love Bill less,
but she learned to love her Saviour more, and to feel that even for t11.8
man for whom she had been ready to destroy herself, she would not go
back to what her conscience told her was sin.
.
" Some two or three months after Mrs. V. had saved this poor woman
from suicide, late one evening her servant announced that a working man
wanted to see her, and the next moment a man in smock-frock strode
into the room, planted himself right before her, and in a loud, menacing
tone, without any preface, burst out, 'I want my Lizz! '
"Mrs. V.'s bewilderment at being thus suddenly accosted as the owner
of a woman she had never heard of, and commanded to gi~e her up on
'" St. Augustine's Confessions.
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the spot, was great. 'Your Lizz! I haven't got your Lizz! Who and
what do you mean?'
'" I mean that I want my Lizz; why, my Lisa, to be sure, you knowher that you have got up there,' pointing with one thumb in the direction
of the Home.
" , Oh, i think I begin to understand now,' said Mrs. v., as light began
to dawn upon her who 'my Lizz' was. 'You are Bill--, are you
not? Sit down; you and I must have a little talk together. So you love
your Lizz, do you?'
" 'Love her? Lor', ma' am, I doats the ground she walks on! '
" 'Indeed! Yet you have acted very unkindly by her. You deserted
her.'
" 'That was temper. I was sorry enough m·ter.'
" 'Yet you have left her here for nearly three months?'
" , Left hel'? Why, haven't I been sweatin" half over the country after
her, half mad like, because I couldn't find where she was? They told me
she had gone into the country. I tramped arter her, getting a job of
work here, and a job there; but I couldn't hear nothing of my Lizz. Last,
I come back here, and I found out they'd got her up in your place yonder.
But they wouldn't let me see her, nor have her out, till I got an order
from you. I tell you I must have her-1 must have her out to-night; so
give me the order sharp! '
" , And I tell you, Bill--, you shall never have her out, except on one
condition.'
" 'What's that?'
." 'That she leaves the Home as your wife.'
" , Well, well, I mean to marry her all right, soon as we can be asked
in church; but she must come home with me at once. I can't live a day
longer without my Lizz.'
" 'Now look here, Bill - - . I will send word at once to one of the
matrons to bring Eliza here, and she will go with you both, to-night, to
get the banns published. But you can ask Eliza herself whether she
will go home with you till she is your wife. You know you can't force
her to do so against her will.'
'" No ma' am, no; shouldn't wish,' said Bill, more quietly.
"In about twenty minutes, the matron, who is called 'mother,' and
Eliza made their appearance. The first thing she said, in answer to his
entreaties, was, 'No, Bill, I'll never leave the Home, except as yom' wife.
I am a changed woman now, Bill, and not even for you will I sin against
God.'
" 'But you'll let me see her now and then, ma'am, till we can get married?' said Bill, confidently.
" 'No; I can't let you visit her at the Home. I can't break through
the rules, 'which must be observed for the others. Besides, you have
both done wrong, and have therefore no right to the privileges which I
should grant to a well-conducted servant. 0 the misery you might have
spm'ed yourselves if you had acted l'ight from the first! '
" , I know we have done wrong,' said Bill, humbly: 'but 0 you don't
mean really to say that I am not to see my Lizz for the whole of the next
three weeks? '
'" No, butI'll tell you what you may do: you may go up twice a week
and ask how she is.'
"The banns were published the next Sunday, and regularly twice a
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week Bill appeared at Mrs. V. 's door, on his way up to the Home, to show
her the little bits of things he had got for his Lizz, all carefully done up
in his red pocket-handkerchief. Very funny love-tokens they were, some
of them: one time, a fish, some hair-oil, and a tooth-brush, formed part
of the contents of the red pocket-handkerchief, which was always laid on
Mrs. V.'s table, and solemnly untied, with the greatest pride on his part
and interest on hers.
" At the end of the three weeks they were married from the Home,
Mrs. V. herself being at the wedding; and Bill took home his nice
Christian wife in triumph.
" They regularly attended a place of worship, and lived happily and respectably together, till, some years after, she died from fever, and he laid
his Lizz in her last resting-place, in hope of a joyful resurrection, being
one of the many, once sinful and 10l;t, for whom Mrs. V. can give thanks
in that prayer which gathers the living and the dead together in'the Lord
of Life, as having 'departed in His faith and fear.' "
Having found indescribable pleasure in the perusal of this work, we
cannot but commend it in the. highest possible terms to our readers; and
pray that a special blessing may continue to rest upon the self-denying and
most praiseworthy efforts of the unknown, yet well-known, Mrs. V.

REMINISCENCES OF IRELAND AND HER CHURCH.
NO. IV.-THE IRISH CHURCH AND HER FAILURE.

r

IN the preceding paper it was stated that the Irish Church failed to
circullate Ithe Holy Script~'etskin the langIubagli~ of hher Irish-hsPleakid'ng ,
peop e.
t was a g-reat mlS a -e; an d , as
e eve t e error e pe te
lay the axe to the root of the Church as an establishment, I propose in
this article to give a short history of the efforts made at various times
to bring the truth before the minds of her people in their mother tongue;
and the opposition organized by the Romish priests, as well as the more
fatal secret opposition of the Irish clergy themselves, or, worse, their
utter indifference to the subject, until aroused from the sleep of centuries,
by the Irish Society "for promoting the Scriptural education and religious instruction of Irish Roman Catholics, chiefly through the medium
of their own language." This excellent Society was established in 1818.
Alas! two centuries too late! Great stress was laid upon the statute,
28 Hen. VIII. cap. xv., which, by a gross blunder, attempted sweeping
changes in everything Irish, under the specious plea of reformation in
religion. Not only the Irish dress, but even the cut of an Irishman's
hair was dictated by Act of Parliament. It was provided that ecclesiastical preferments should be given to those who spoke the English language, and" to none other." It declared" That such as do not speak
English, or such as return to the Irish language, shall be deemed as
enemies to the King and English interest." In the year 1551, being the
fifth of Edward VI., the Book of Common Prayer was printed in English
in Dublin. On the death of Edward, Maryabolished all he had done;
whose enactments in turn were uprooted by Queen Elizabeth. ' The
English Bible was restored, but the Irish Parliament, in 1560, passed,the
"Act of Uniformity," establishing the use of the English Liturgy, to
which the following clause was appended: "And forasmuch as in most
1>1 2
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places of this realm, there cannot be found English ministers to serve in
the churches, or places appointed for common prayer, or to minister the
sacraments to the people; and that if some good mean were provided,
that they might use the prayer service, and administration of the sacraments set out and established by this Act, in such language as they
thought best understood, the due honour of God should be thereby much
advanced; and for that also, that the same may not be in their native
language, as well for the difficulty to get it printed, as that few in the
whole realm can read the Irish letters; we do, therefore, most humbly
beseech your Majesty, that with your highness's favour and royal assent
it may be enacted, ordained, established, and provided, by the authority
of this present parliament, that in every such church or place where the
common minister or priest hath not the use or knowledge of the English
tongue, it shall be lawful for the same commo~ minister or priest, to say
and use the mattens, even-song, celebration of the Lord's Supper, and
administration of each of the sacraments, and all their common and open
prayer'in the Latin tongue, in such form and order as they be mentioned
and set forth in the said book established by this Act, and according to
the tenour of this Act, and none otherwise, nor in any other manner;
anything before expressed and contained in this Act to the contrary notwithstanding." In conformity with this suggestion of the Irish Parliament, the statute became law under 2nd Elizabeth, cap. xiii.; a punishment intended for the" mere Irish," but as unintelligible to the mere
English as to them. How can such absurd legislation be accounted for l
Because the Irish language being only spoken by the natives, it was the
object of Parliament to bring them into complete subjection to English
rule. The policy was as ignorant, as it was shortsighted. Religion was
made subservient to political expediency, -and had the usual effect of
uch maladministration; it further alienated the minds of the Irish people
from their conquerors and oppressors. In 1563, a tax was laid upon
every household who omitted to attend church, which being stringently
enforced, many came within the walls, not to worship, for they could not
understand the language of the minister, but to add fuel to the flames.
It engendered political and religious hatred; a combination which well
suited the purposes of the Romish priests, and which they zealously
fostered. Indeed this has been their uniform'stock-in-trade up to the
present time.
A few years later Queen Elizabeth's eyes were opened to the true state
of the case, through her deputy, Sir H. Sidney. His words are worth
transcribing: "In choice of ministers for the remote places where the
English tongue is not understood, it is most necessary that such should
be chosen as can speak Irish, for which search should be made first and
speedily in your own Universities; and any found there well affected in
religion, and well conditioned besides, should be animated by your
~ajest!, yea, t~ough it were somewhat to your highness's charge; and,
m 2'!~rtl of my life, yea would find it retumed with fame before th1'ee yea1'S be

eXYl!tred, If there be no such there, or not enough, then do I wish (but
thIS most humbly under your highness's correction) that you would wl'ite
to the Regent of Scotland, where, as I learn, there are many of the
R:eformed Ohurch that are of this language, that he would prefer to your
highness so many as shall seem good to you to demand, of honest, zealous,
and .learned n:en, and that could speak this language; and tlw1tgh for
uwh1le your Majesty were at some charge, it were well bestowed, for in a short
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time their own preferments would be able to suffice them, and £n the mean#me thousands wottlrl be ga£nerl to Cllrist that ({re now left as the t~·or8t." The
Queen's reply to the Lord Deputy's suggestion was quick, and in the
same spirit, for she sent over a fount of Irish types complete, "in hope
that God in mercy would raise up some to translate the New Testament
into their mother tongue." We are further informed by "'IVare, in his
"Annals of Ireland," that in the year of our Lord 1571, and the 13th of
Queen Elizabeth, "The Irish characters for printing were first brought
into that kingdom by Nicholas Walsh, Chancellor of St. Patrick's, in
Dublin, and John Kearney, Treasurer of the same: and it was ordered
that the Prayers of the Ohurch should be printed in that character and
lang'llage, and a Ohurch set apart in the chief town of every diocese where
they were to be read, and a sermon preached. to the common people,
which was instrumental to convert many of the ignorant sort in those
days." With this fount, the above-named John Keamey printed a catechism, and which was the first book printed in Irelaud in that character.
Nicholas vValsh, when promoted to the bishopriuk of Ossory, began the
translation of the New Testament, but did not live to complete it, as he
was murdered in his own house. The work was then taken up by
John Keamey and N ehemias Donnellan, afterwards Archbishop of Tuam,
but it was not completed until 1602 by Archbishop Daniel, the cost of
the first edition being paicl by Sir vVilliam Usher, Clerk of the Council,
and others. After this the same prelate printed the Book of Common
Prayer in Irish in 1608.
Jmues I., by orders sig'ned the 3rd of Februal'Y, 1623, says: "We do
also command, that the New Testament and Book of Common Prayer,
translated into Irish, be hereafter frequently used in the parishes of the
Irishrie; and that every non-resident there do constantly keep and continue onc to read service in the Irish tongue."
Notwithstanding these encourag'ements, and in defiance of these comm a1ll1s, the Irish clergy, as a body, took no interest in the matter. The
Irish Scriptures and public worship in that language remained, for thel
most part, a dead letter. There were some individual exceptions froml
time to time, and more or less success attended their labours, but they
had to run the gauntlet of opposition and sneers from the great bulk of
the clergy. Dr. Bedell not only learned the language when he became
Bishop of Kilmore, but published an Irish grammar, and he distributed
over his diocese a ShOl't catechi~m, having English on one page and Irish
on the other, together with some forms of prayer, some passages of Scripture, and some of the homilies of St. Chrysostom and Leo. It was gladly
received by the people. Taking a good common sense view of the subject,
'he made the knowledge of the Irish language a necessary qualification in
candidates for holy orders in his diocese. In this he met some opposition,
but more success; and certainly with more encouragement and success
than the last Archbishop of Tuam, the beloved Pavre le Poer Trench, 200
years later, experienced, when he made it a rule' that from the first day of
January, 1832, all candidates for holy orders at his hands should be able
to preach to the people in his diocese in their own tongue. The
record is, "No such candidates presented themselves to his grace;" and,
owing to the necessities of his diocese, he was reluctantly compelled to
submit.
Oontemporaneously with Bedell's labours, the Dublin Oonvocation of
1634 ordered, "That, for the instruction of the natives, part of th~ se~
vice should be read in Irish where half or most of the congregatIOn IS
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Irish. . . . . That where most of the people were Irish, the churchwardens should provide, at the charge of the parish, a Bible and two
Common Prayer Books in ,the Irish tongue. That where the minister is
an Englishman, such a clerk may be chosen (if it may be) as shall be able
to read those parts of the service which shall be appointed to be read in
Irish." lJ d may be! It never was. The whole exhortation fell to the
ground, like its predecessors, still-born.
From the rebellion of 1641, until about twenty years after the Restoration, no effort was made to bring the truth before the people, except the
publication of "The C1Ir£stian Doctrine," in 1652, having one column in
English, and the opposite in Irish j nothing was done for their instruction
in their own language. In 1680, the celebrate:! Robert Boyle printed the
Catechism in Irish, and, in 1681, the New Testament. He was also instrumental in bringing out the Old Testament, in 1685.
Tho Rev. Nicholas Brown, rector of Drumore; in 1702, whose heart was
filled with desire to preach the gospel to his Roman Catholic parishioners,
applied himself, with zeal and knowledge, to that end. He noted that
they were much pleased to hear divine service in their own tongue, and
he took advantage of every opportunity to instruct them. He got up
public meetings for that purpose, visited in their houses, and attended at
places where they were accustomed to hear mass, ordering matters so as
to be with them before the congregation dispersed. Upon one of these
occasions, the Romish priest, being much troubled at seeing his people
joining in our service with great devotion and attention, cried out, "They
have stolen those prayers from the Church of Rome j" to which an old
native answered, "If it is so, they have stolen the best, as thieves generally do." Mr. Brown's success was very considerable, not only in the conversion of Roman Catholics, but in disarming the prejudices of others.
Time and space warn us to close this paper; but, before doing so,
we must allude to the resolution of the Lower House of Convocation to
the Upper House, on March 3rd, 1703 :-" Resolved, that the endeavouring the speedy conversion of the Papists of this kingdom is a work of
great piety and charity, in order to which, it is the opinion of this House
that preachers, in all the dioceses of the kingdom, preaching in the Irish
tongue, would be a great means of their conversion. And, therefore,
that application be made to the Most Re\:erend and Right Reverend the
Lords Archbishops and Bishops, that they take into their consideration
what number of such preachers will be necessary in every diocese, and
how they may be supported." To this resolution the Irish Upper House
replied: -" We think that endeavouring the conversion of the Papists is
very commendable; and as to preaching in the Irish tongue, we think it
useful where it is practicable."
Short, sweet, and unmistakably indifferent to the important subject; and
no wonder that the great body of the clergy followed in the train of their
bishops. Resolutions of a kindred character were passed at subsequent
convocations, but nothing practical came from them. About the same
time, the Rev. Walter Atkins, vicar of Middleton, in the county of Cork,
and the Rev. John Richardson, rector of Belturbet, went heartily into the
work of preaching and teaching in the Irish language in their respective
parishes. Concerning the labours of Mr. Atkins, the following interesting
sketch is given by Mr. Richardson :-" Soon after he was collated, he set
himself to acquire a competent knowledge of the Irish tongue, to which
he was not altogether a stranger before. Then he proceeded to perform
the offices of religion to the natives in their own language, to which end,
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the Earl of Inchiquin furnished him with an Irish Common Prayer Book;
and the Bishop of Cloyne gave him encouragement. He buried their dead
according to the Liturgy of our Church, which the living liked so well that
they expressed great devotion at it, and joined" their voices in the Lord's
Prayer and the responses before it. One of them was heard to say, at a
burial in the churchyard of the cathedral, "That if they could have that
service always, they would go no more to mass." In process of time his
labours of this kind became so acceptable to the natives, that they seni
for him, of their own accord, from all parts of his parish, to baptize their
children, to visit their sick, to bury their" dead, to church their women,
and to solemnize matrimony to such of them as were to be married,
insomuch that he hath married six or eight couples of a day; and one of
the natives, being dangerously sick, told him, "That if he would attend
him in his extremity, he would not send for the Romish priest." And by
these means this worthy gentleman left the Popish priest so little to do in
his parish, that one of the chief natives desired him to forbear marrying
so many of them, because this being an article of great profit to the
Popish clergy, the priest would starve for want of bread if it was taken
from him. "This hath been Mr. Atkins's practice for several years, and
he continu€s it with the same success." Of Mr. Richardson's work of faith
and labours of love, we must postpone to speak.
SUNDOULOS.
REST IN GOD.
" Casting all your care upon Him."-l

PETEH

o LORD, how happy should we be

v. 7.

If we could cast our care on Thee,
If we from self could rest,
And feel at heart that One above
In perfect wisdom, perfect love,
Is working for the best.
How far from this our daily life,
How oft disturbed by anxious strife,
By sudden wild alarms;
Oh, could we but relinquish all
Our earthly props, and simply fall
On Thine Almighty arms!
Could we but kneel and cast our load,
E'en while we pray, upon our God,
Then rise with lightened cheer;
Sure that the Father, who is nigh
To still the famished raven's cry,
Will hear in that we fear.
We cannot tl:Ust Him as we should;
So chafes weak nature's restless mood
To cast its peace away;
But birds and flowerets round us preach,
All, all the present evil teach
Sufficient for the day.
Lord, make these faithless hearts of ours
Such lessons learn from birds and flowers
Make them from self to cease;
Leave all things to a Father's will,
And taste, before Him lying still,
E'en in affliction peace.

"
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BIBLE MOSAIC.

IN the New Testament we trace the fulfilment and interpretation of the
Old, and the astonishing way in which the Spirit of God opens up ancl
explains in the New the facts and doctrines hid under types and shadows
in the Old, are unfailing subjects for l'esearch to the Bible student. A
very interesting proof of this we have in a small pamphlet of 32 pages,
published by Bagster, entitled" St. Peter's Commentary on the 119th
Psalm."'" The loving and laborious hand that took down the valuablesermons of that much-honoured servant of God, Krause, has compiled
this little Commentary, which was originated under the following circumstances, as communicated by herself :-"In consequence of a severe accident, the designer of this Bible Mosaic was laid aside for awhile from
active service, and forbidden by the kind and skilful physician in attendance 'to think.' The answer was, 'I have been lately studying the
Epistles of Peter, and I shall not read beyond them without your permission.' Some weeks afterwards the 119th Psalm was added, and an
apology was pleaded that it was only one psalm; and that could not doany harm."
Notwithstanding all these precautions, confusion of sight and thought
increased; but in this hour of weakness the ear was unstopped to hear
what God the Lord would say concerning His people; and the two portions of the Word which had lately been studied were hrought to l'emembrance hour after hour, and dove-tailed, as it were, after the manner in
which they are now presented to the Church of Christ.
We welcome this little effort of Miss Shekleton's with pleasing hope·
that it may be instrumental in the hands of the Spirit to effect much
good. St. Peter's comments upon the 119th Psalm seems marvellously
suitable for the 19th century. Poor priest-ridden Ireland can there read
the doctrines of the Reformation, without any help of man; and we·
rejoice to hear that this little pamphlet is being translated into Italian
through the liberality of a friend who has promised to bear half the cost
of printing the first thousand for gratuitous distribution in Italy, so soon,
as the seconrllutlf can be obtained. This is a call to those who are in circumstances to aid the undertaking. Rome is now (by a wonder-working
God) liberated from the fetters she has been held by for centuries.
Peter's doctrine may now be proclaimed where the Mother of Abominations has so long had her seat, made war with the saints, defied the living
God, and, under the dome of St. Peter's, blasphemed the Christ of'
God. The thtmders of the Vatican have ceased to roar, and now is theauspicious time for the lovers of God's word and God's truth to bestu"
themselves to sow the good seed, and make good use of the opportunity
that is now afforded for the spread of the Scriptures and. the proclamation
of the Gospel. In Spain, also, the day-star has arisen, and the short-lived
labours of Matamories have resulted in earnest cries for the word of God.
The unsettled state of that benighted country has been favourable to thespread of the Bible; and before the door is closed by priestly interferenceand monarchical influence, it were well for those who value the word
of God to lend their aid in every possible way to sow the land broadcast with the Scriptures, whereby souls, through the power of the Spirit,
" are born again by the word of God which liveth and abideth for ever."

*' London: S. Bagster & Sons.
Price Sixpence.

Dublin: George lIerbert, 117, Grafton Street.,
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MEDITATIONS BY THE LATE RUTH BRYAN.
TIlE Lord God made our first parents coats of skins, betokening that
rig·ltteousness which no fallen creature had a hand in preparing. "That
I may be found in Him, not having on my own righteousness, which is
of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ-the righteousness which is of God by faith."· "For as by one man's disobedience
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many be made
righteous." That creature to which the skins belonged had dieil before
they were put upon Adam and Eve; so CllTist, the Lamb of God, died
that He might be a covering to us. "He hath covered me with the
Robe of RighteousneEs." "Now his coat was without seam, woven'
throughout." How emblematical of His obedience, which was of one
2Jiece; His whole life in thought, word, and deed. If we had any
righteousness, it would only be by bits, and need seams enough; but His
was perfect from His first breath to His last, interwoven throughout.
And, as His coat was taken df before the crucifixion, and a soldier had
it by lot, so His righteousness, under the Law, was not for Himself, but
for us, to whom it comes, l:Y the lot of eternal election; it is the skirt
which he casts over us in the time of love; and He does it because He is
the" near kinsman" who died to ?'edeem, and thus make His righteousness
available. By His blood He cleanses; by His righteousness, justifies.
He justified also by His resurrection, having atoned by His death. How
sweetly was the Gospel preached by those coats of skins as soon as the
creature righteousness had given way; and how sweetly does the grace of
that same Gospel still flow, when, by the Spirit's teaching, we come to see
an end of all perfection in ourselves, and feel that we stand naked before
a holy God. How welcome, then, this covering of His own providing,
as pure and holy as Himself, in which we can lift up our face, without
spot, unto God" Angels might envy such a dress,
For they have not a robe like this,
No robe like Jesus' righteousness."
Gen. xv. 17. In verse 8 Abraham seemed to ask for a sign as well as
a promise. Verse 17 God seems to give it. The beasts and birds were
divided in the midst, and laid in two heaps, as was customary, in making
a covenant, and then the parties to pass between, in confirmation, and in
token of a solemn wish that so God might rend in twain the breaker of'
the covenant, as Jer. xxxiv. 18. When Abraham had done as God commanded, he had a season of waiting before the token came, during which
he was annoyed with the fowls of the air, as we sometimes are with
wanden'ng thoughts, while desiring to wait only upon and for the Lord.
17/Cn fell upon Abraham an horror of great darkness, typical of theaffiictions of his seed, but with it a promise of deliverance; following
which was a smoking fm'nace, in token of the" Iron Furnace" (1 Kings,
viii. 51) of Egypt, which his posterity must go into, and a burning lamp,
in token of the divine guidance they should have in that dark land of
bondage, and thence to the very Canaan where this covenant was made.
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Then did both fmnace and lamp pass between tb.ose pieces, in token that
the covenant had reference to all those continuous events which would
take place before the promise was fulfilled-that it was even ordered in
them, and sure through them all.
What sweet encouragement to Abraham, and to his seed for ever,
even those children of promz'sc, who are counted for the seed, whether they
be Jew or Gentile, after the flesh.
We must all have the FurntWe in some way, but we shall also have the
Lamp, and both are covenanted mercies-a covenant made by blood. Jesus,
the Mediator of the new covenant, has been slain. His blood is the blood
of the everlasting covenant, and it is the token of our safety and peace,
in our coming out of the Iron Furnace.

THE GOSPEL OF GRAOE.

IN the 11th of Timothy 1-9 you will find these words, "Who hath
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to om works,
but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began." A passage of Scriptme containing a
blessed description of the truth-le not another Gospel," but the Gospel
of the grace of God, which is the Gospel of God, or good news of the
eternal love of J ehovah towards His redeemed family, whom He has
engaged to recover from the misery of the fall, to do it all Himself and
bring them as many sons to glory. If you look at the context you will
see to whom this is addressed-to Timothy, Paul's son in the faith, who
seems to have been one of the timid sort, and he writes to encourage him.
Says he, "God hath not given us the spirit of fear." "'.¥hat, then? He
hath given us power-the spirit of power-so that from time to time we
get the victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil. But He hath
given us something else-the spirit of love, which draws the heart, and
a sound mind, which no one possesses till they are made new creatures in
Christ Jesus.
All are mad by natme, of unsound mind, like that lunatic we read of
who came to Jesus, and never was in his right mind spiritually till
brought to sit at His feet. Then his prayer was, " Let me be with Thee."
So it is with every poor sinner, taught of God-of unsound mind by nature;
they are brought to a right mind by grace, and their language and spirit
then is, None but Christ, none but Christ. The Spirit of God communicates the truth of God, turns out errors of which your and my mind are
full by natme, therefore we are learners to the end of the chapter.
Tho subject of this text is grace-the Gospel of God. Mr. Booth used
to say he wished the Gospel was always called by its right meaning-good
neW8, glad tidings; but many do not know what is Gospel, and I am sure
many make it out to be anything but good news and glad tidings, for they
so mix up law and Gospel-man's doings with God's salvation, that it is
anything but glad tidings to a poor, helpless sinner. It was contrary to
law to wear a garment of linen and woollen. It was contrary to law to
sow the land with mingled seed, to plow with an ox and an ass, and all
this preached an unmixed Gospel, which is the discovery of the eternal
love of the Father manifested in the death of Christ for an elect Chmch,
who are taught by the Spirit to know and love Him. Now, grace is the
essence of my text.
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I. Grace manifested in salvatio'n, and that all of God, without any
help from the creature. So it is here stated to be a past work,-who flath
saved us,-and this was to encourage Timothy, as if he would say, "Remember it as a work finished, a perfect work; and, if it is all done for
you, where is the room for fear? If you are a poor worm, yet He is
able to save you, for He has done all this before you had a being. He
hath saved you in purpose before the world began. And then he goes
on, as at the 8th verse, to encourage Timothy :-" Be not thou ashamed
of the testimony of the Lord nor of me, his prisoner." As if he would
say, "The Gospel is worth suffering for, worth walking through deep
waters and hot furnaces, and all the crosses of a time state; therefore, be
thou partakers of the afflictions of the Gospel, according to the power of
God." Now this belongs to grace manifested in salvation; and the promise runs, "I will show him my salvation, show what I have done for
him-that I have washed him in my blood, conferred upon him my
righteousness, and view him as. holy as Christ Himself." vVhy, if God
should fulfil this promise and show you His salvation, then you will have a
l'evelation of Christ to your heart. This is the nature and character of
revelation-it goes right to the heart, friends, and then the sinner knows
something experimentally of His Word, "Deliver him from going down
into the pit." "What?" says the soul. "I saved! a wretch like me
delivered from the pit! my debts paid! not a sin unatoned for! Can it
be? Is it true? Have I an interest in this past, present, and eternal
salvation, that took its rise before all worlds revealed in time and enjoyed
in eternity?" Ah, my friends, it will indeed be a blissful day for the saints
when they are snatched out of this dark chasm of time; this parentheses
between the two eternities, this little nook where the instruments of evil
are permitted to carry out their black designs against God and His Church,
that the omnipotence of God may be fully displayed in overruling the evil
to His own glory and the good of His people, and carrying them safely
home to eternal blessedness. Cannot some of you take your stand with
David of old, and in the feeling sense of your interest in this great salvation, say, "What am I, 0 Lord, that Thou hast brought me hitherto," loved
me everlastingly, shed Thy precious blood for me, lay in the grave, broke
from the tomb, raised up on high, and all this to prepare a place for a
vile wretch like me? And to be melted under the sense of this, is to ~
have a revelation of Christ, ana to Know something of true heart-teaching.
n. We have here the grace manifested in call£ng. Whom God saves
He must call. I speak it deliberately-reverently; for God has engaged
to call those whom He saves. He has laid Himself under obligations to
do so. And this not the outward call, which the hearing of the Gospel
with the outward ear might infer; but an inward ~all, alodgm1lnt made
<in the heart: something deposited, somethIng new felt in the heart never
felt before. Now this is very different to hearing the Gospel with the
·outward ear. Divines of old designated this inward call, effectu I vo tion. So when the sinner is called by grace, he receives salvation into
liis-heart; and this is an effectual work, something enduring. But in
and under this calling, the sinner is made to see and feel the desperate
condition he is in. Cut down by the law, laid open and bare like the
sacrifices of old, when all the inward parts were exposed to view. Cut
right through, and shown up; not to God, for He knows it all; but it is
necessary for you to know what you are, to feel what you are. And this
is necessary for some of you now, who have not been called by grace, and
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therefore have never seen yourselves as you are. Your hearts have not been
exposed to your view; you do not feel that" base thoughts lodge within
you i" you know nothing of the filthiness and abomination of your heart,
so it is no plague to you: and thence it is you have no value for Christ
and His great salvation; therefore to know this is no small part of the
calling. But this calling, further, is a call unto holiness: "Who hath
saved us and called us with a holy calling." Mind this, if you get the.
right call, it is a calling unto holiness, to godliness. The grace that calls
is a teaching grace, and that is a holy teaching; it is a grace that turns
the sinner from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God.
It subdues giant lusts, and it teaches that unruly members must be
crossed, cut off, starved out. Not fostered and nourished; but kept
down, kept low-" a holy calling." Shall you and I, then, throw the reins
upon the neck of our wild natUl'e? whether it be the indulgence of evil
tempers, worldly lusts, evil thoughts, or any other propensity that claimsgratification, and that like the horse-leech, cries, "Give, give!" Ab,
-my friends, remember the more you give 'up to nature the more it will
want, and the.more it must have; therefore it is Oul' wisdom to keep it
short. What a lesson the apostle Paul has left upon record for you and.:
me: "I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection; lest having
preached to others I myself should be a cast-away"-not from God, but
from usefulness in His Church. 1Vhat a mercy it has not come to that
with some of us, seeing that our foes are so many and so mighty, and we
so weak. I suppose now some heart here is affected by this thought," Why have I not been castaway for my sins, my inclulgence of my nature,
long ago?" My friends, it is grace alone upholds us, otherwise we had
perished utterly; for the believer is called to fight a good fight, that is, a
real fight, not a sham fight: and, if he conquers to-clay, the enemy may
have him down to-morrow. But the calling is a calling to contend with
the powers of darkness, with the world, the flesh, and the devil; a calling
into the ranks of the Church of God, to fight under the standard of the
Gospel, and victory is sure to all the callet!: for it is an effectual vocation. For God's call is effectual, and when the Lord calls He gives the
power to obey, and come the sinner must. None of God's people shall go
down into the pit, for God never saw them apart from Christ. He saved
them 1efore the world began, and they must be called to know what
great things God hath done for them; that Christ shed His blood for
them, obeyed in their room and stead, and that they are saved.
Ill. The foundation of the call. "Not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began." As if he would say, "Do you think God
saw anything in you to merit His calling you? Did you do anything todeserve it? or did He foresee anything in you for which He called you?"
I hope there are those amongst you who repudiate the thought, and your
ready language is, "God forbid I should ever say He saw anything in
me, first or last, for which He should call me; for this were to deny and
overthrow at once the finished work of Christ, if anything pertaining to
creature merit were united with Divine power."
J. A. W.
ONE reason why God suffers His people to be overloaded with the
burden of corruption is that they may feel their helplessness, and havo
speedy recourse to Divine grace.
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THE SEEN AND THE UNSEEN.
MAX natmally is a creature of sense.
He is described in the Scriptures
·as looking at the outward appearance. Our first parents were deceived
in this manner. They saw that the forbidden fruit was pleas::tnt to look
at, and good for food, and thus they partook of it, and poisoned not only
themselves, but tainted the whole of their posterity. This shows us how
,easily we may be deceived. Trusting merely to our senses, we put bitter
for sweet, darkness for light, and death for life.
We remember the philosopher who taught his disciples that everything
that appeared to their natural eyes was but an illusion, that there was
nothing I'eal, only that we fancy that we see them.
The Scriptures, however, teach us that though the things seen are real,
yet they are temporal, and passing away_
Paul, by the Holy Ghost, declares in the 2nd Epistle to the Oorinthians
that"THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN AItE TEMPORAL, BUT THE THINGS WHICH
ARE NOT SEEN ARE ETERNAL."

Let us notice some of the visiblt! things. To enumerate them would
require a large and long description. The world is full of them; their
name is legion. Yet upon all is unmistakably inscribed-Passing away.
Our bodies are tmvporal.-We are told by scientific men that our bodies
change every seven years, so that not a particle of matter which existed
seven years ago but has changed and become new. And we all know
that before very long the whole body will be more effectually changed,
and, as Scripture informs us, "The body will return to the earth as it
was, for dust we are, and unto dust we must return. The apostle likens
it to a tabernacle-soon to be dissolved. It is humiliating to know that
very shortly our dearest friends will say with Abraham of old, "Bury
tlte dead out of om sight," "We do all fade as a leaf." The most beautiful, as well as the most robust, submit and decay at the approach of
death.
This world also is tel1vporal.-Peter tells us that, "The day of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens shall pass away
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the
earth also, and the works that are therein, shall be burned up."
Our burning mountains and volcanoes testify the inflammable state of
the bowels of the earth. The great fire is aheady laid, and only requires
the hand of the Almighty to apply the tOl'ch.
The kingdoms of the world have passed, and are still pas8ing away.-Where
are the great kingdoms of Babylon, Assyria, Macedonia, Greece, and
Rome ? We have their remains, but the substance has passed away.
What mighty changes are taking place in those that remain. We live in
.an age when nothing snrprises us. Orowned monarchs are deposed,
-dynasties are overturned, nations that have hitherto been deemed almost
invincible melt away before the foe, as snow melts before the midday sun.
Oan we not hear the voice speaking to us as with a trumpet, "By me
kings reign and princes decree justice," "He putteth down one and
setteth up another?" Oh, that we may all be citizens of the everlasting
kingdom, ruled by the King of saints, Jesus Ohrist, God over all, blessed
for evermore!
The fashions amI pleasures of the world are temporal.-What butterflies the
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majority of our fellow-creatures are! Fashion and pleasure are their
chief pursuits. Not that God wishes us to live in this world, and shut
ourselves up in monasteries and nunneries, and close our eyes to His
wondrous providence ever walking in our midst.
Our Lord was an excellent example in this, as in everything else.
He went to feasts and funerals. He rejoiced with those that did rejoice,
and wept with those that wept. But wherever he went he did good. He
showed His people the way to use the world, and not abuse it. Nothing
but heavenly wisdom can teach us this. "I,ove not the world, neither
the things that are in the world, for if any man love the world the love
of the Father is not in him." The great apostle tells us that the fashion
of this world passeth away. What will the worldly-minded do when the
earth slips from under their feet, and they fall down, and there is none
to help?
Our sorrows and MW troubles a1'e temporal.-This thought is very precious
to the child of God. "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh
in the morning." "Our light afl.liction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
The pilgrim hastens on because he has home in prospect. He has
many discomforts to bear with, but he remembers home. So the believer
is cheered with the view before him, and is truly described by dear old
John Newton;."'Tis there, he says, I am to dwell,
With Jesus in the reabns of day;
Then shall I bid my fears farewell,
And He will wipe my tears away."
Whatever your sorrows or mine, dear reader, one glimpse from Mount
Pisgah of the promised land will infuse more patience and peace than all
the diversions of earth.
.
Every trouble we endure is one less to be borne; and our Lord has
promised that, though" we now have sorrow, yet He will see us again, and
our heart shall rejoice, and that joy no man taketh from us."
TMs life is also temporal.-Our fathers, where are they? Generation
after generation passes away. The uncertainty of life is proverbial. "We
know not what a day may bring forth." "What is our life?" says
St. James; "it is even as a vapour that passeth away." It is compared
to a shadow that continueth not. " Man cometh up like a flower, and is
cut down." The longest life passeth away like a dream, or as a tale that
is told. Well may the poet write" This life's a dream, an empty show;
But the bright world to which I go
Hath joys substantial and sincere:
When shall I wake and find me there P"
Our relatives and friends are also temporal.-Some of us have outlived
many friends and relatives. Where are our schoolfellows who played
with us in our boyish sports? The large majority have passed away;.
and, however faithful and true human friendship may be, it mu:st shortly
come to an end.
How eager some of us are to gain human friendship, which is evanescent
and uncertain, while we neglect to seek the friendship of God which abideth
for ever. Happy is that man whose God is the Lord. Wondrous condescension to call us friends! Let us now consider some of the things
which are unseen, yet eternal.

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

159

Heaven is ttnseen.-Our Lord brought life and immortality to light.
How faint and obscure was that knowledge previous to His coming. He
might truly say, "No man hath ascended up to heaven, but He that
came down from heaven, even the Son of Man who is in heaven." He
lifted the veil and showed us His Father's house. It was not to be seen
with the natural eye. No one before had ever seen or visited that serene
spot, and been privileged to come upon earth and make it known to the
sons of men. With what power and pathos He described the death and
glory of the poor beggar! With what confidence He declared that His
disciples should reign with Him in glory. He declared that the mansions
in His Father's house were eternal-CC The righteous shall go into life
everlasting."
" All o'er those wide extended plains
Shines one eternal day;
There God the Son for ever reigns,
.And scatters night away."
Are we travellers to this blest abode? Are we pilgrims with our faces
Zion-ward? Heaven, though unseen, is the eternal abode of the righteous.
It is the synonym for perfect peace, complete rest, and consummate bliss.
" There we shall see His face,
And never, never sin;
But from the fountain of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
Hell is also t'nv~'sible and eternal.-Our Lord spoke with equal authority
and plainness of hell, as He did of heaven. He told us of a place where
the worm dieth not, and where the fire is not quenched. cc These shall go
away into everlasting punishment." What unbelief there is around us!
Even the professing Church swarms with persons who want to try and
persuade others, as well as themselves, that there is no hereafter, at any
rate for the wicked. But our Lord asserts with peculiar emphasis, "Heaven
and earth shall pass away; but my words shall not pass away. The
wicked shall be huneel into hell, and all. the people that forget God."
" Save me from death, from:hell set free;
Death, hell are but the want of Thee:
My life, my crown, my heaven thou art!
. 0 may.! find Thee in my heart!"
TIle soul ~'s unseen ana eternal.-The body is as the casket to the soul.
The spirit of man is the jewel of his nature. It was made in the image
of God. It was, as it were, a spark from the Great Light. It comes
mysteriously, and it departs in a similar manner. Its great value consists
chiefly in its immortality. Nothing but the power which created it can
destroy it. Our Lord declares that it will profit a man nothing, ifhe were
to gain the whole world, anellose his own soul. It can never be happy
except in the worship, communion, and love of its Maker and Redeemer.
As the eyes of a blind man are ever restless, striving in vain to obtain the
light, so the soul, away from God, must be ever restless, discontented, and
unable to procure peace and happiness. Man's nature is too great to be
satisfied with the toys of earth. Even the renewed nature, though it can
say with the Apostle, "I have learned that in whatever state I am therewith
to be content"-a very difficult lesson to learn-yet has a thirst and desire
of his nature which can never be satisfied, till he wakes up in his Lord's
likeness, and finds himself for ever with the Lord.
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The work of grace in the heart is ttnseen.-It is a divine life, implanted by
the Divine Hand. Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but God only eau
give the increase. "You hath He quickened," says the Apostle to the
Ephesian Church, "who were dead in trespasses and sins." It is called
passing from death unto life. The corpses in yonder cemetery are not
more dead to the things of time, thau man, unregenerated and unrenewec1,
is to divine things.
Then, remember, that it is an unseen work. Your neighbour-the person sitting on the same seat-may have it commenced within them, and
you may be ignorant of it.
The Church is compared to a glorious building-a temple where every
man shall speak to the glory of God. Believers are called lively stones,
and, as the temple which Solomon built was erected without the sound of
the hammer, so this work upon the heart is as silent as the dew falling
upon the face of wearied and exhausted nature.
We have thus seen that the visible things are temporal-they perish with
the using. They are like beautiful prospects, which vanish at oui' approach. Like those deceptive appearances which raise false expectations
in the heart of the shipwrecked mariner, only to disappear and dissolve,
and thus cause the heart to sink lower than it was before.
"Thou fool!" said God to him who had laid up treasures on earth, aud
was not rich toward God. He had looked only at the things which were
seen.
We have endeavoured also to show that invisible things are eternal.
While the natural objects disappear and change the closer we get to
them, the unseen things become more real and blessed the nearer we approach them.
Hence we see the necessity and the value ofpreciousfaitk-Faith acts like a
telescope to the soul, not onlybringing that which is far off near, but making
that which is unseen by the natural eye become visible to him whose eyes
God has opened.
Remember the servant of Elisha. He and his master were surrounded
by horses and chariots of fire, yet until God opened his eyes he knew it
not. So it is with an unrenewed man; he is surrounded by the Almighty,
the unseen world, but he has no faculty by which he can behold and desire
them.
"'Tis faith that changes all 1Ihe heart,
'Tis faith which works by love;
That bids all sinful joys depart,
And lifts the soul above."
May we be partakers of this holy faith, that worketh by love, and thus
be enabled to look at the things which are unseen and eternal. E. W.
THE RESULT OF MR. GLADSTONE'S IRISH POLICY.-The accounts from
tho county of Westmeath are really frightful. I have it on the authority
of a gentleman of property, who has a residence there, that there are very
few gentlemen in the county who can go out without an escort of at least
two armed policemen. Even when overseeing labourers in their own fields
they cannot dispense with this protection. The Government are fully aware
of this state of things, but, beyond the speech of the Lord-Lieutenant, they
have taken no steps to remedy the evil. In fact, outrage and murder
have become normal incidents of that part of the country.-Tlle Rock.
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RECENT DEATH OF A SCOTOH MINISTER.

"VE alluded, in a I'ecent number, to the deaths of two clergymen at
Bristol, whose mortal remains lay waiting interment at the same time,
within a few hundred yards of each other. About the same time there
arrived in this city, en route to Torquay, a young Scotch minister, who, it
will be seen from the annexed quotation from the Greenock Arker#ser,
was, by the earnest and practical wish of his loved and loving congregation, seeking change of air in his then extremely-delicate state of health.
The undertaking, however, proved too much for his exhausted frame.
He halted at Bristol, to languish and to die! He tarried at an hotel
hard by the railway station, just upon the borders of our parish; but,
when we heard of his arrival, and proposed seeing him, he intimated that
an interview would be too much for his so enfeebled condition. Feeling
as we did so deeply his being placed in such circumstances, we greatly
regretted his being unable to see us, to offer a word of sympathy and
prayer. We were thankful, however, to find he was attended by a most
devoted friend, who, together with another member of his congregation,
returned with his mortal remains to Scotland, to be interred in the
presence of his sorrowing people.
We know not when a circumstance has more touched our heart than
the fact ofthis devoted comparatively young servant of Ohrist being thus
so painfully removed. How do such facts speak as with trumpet-tongue
to us who, for a little season, are permitted to survive those who aro thus
called away from all the turmoil and the travail of this poor sinful, dying
world. The following is the paragraph from the Scotch Journal to
which we just now referred:"THE L4TE REV. JOHN KENNEDY.-It will be seen from our obituary,
with deep regret, that the Rev. Mr. Kennedy, of the Free Gaelic Ohmch,
of this town, died at Bristol on Wednesday last. The intimation will
excite great sorrow amid his own large congregation and generally in the
community, among whom his excellent ability and devoted life were
'known and respected. Mr. Kennedy has been in delicate health since
May last, and was advised to go for the benefit of his health to Torquay
for the winter. ITe left this Oil the morning of the 15th instant, but was
unable to proceed further than Bristol, where the worst symptoms of his
malady repeated themselves, and he peacefully passed away. Mr.
Kennedy was an eminent scholar and an able divine: his discomses were
prepared with great care, and were remarkable for faithfulness and
unction. From his amiable and gentlemanly manners, he endeared himself to all, and he was especially beloved by his congregation, in proof
of which we may state that about two years ago they provided him with
a manse, and, on the eve of what has proved to be his last journey, they
presented him with a purse of sovereigns. He was ordained in the end
of 1859, and has thus been eleven years pastor of the congregation. His
work was done, and he has entered on his rest and rewal'd. Mr. Kennedy
was a native of Kishorn-in Ross-shire, and was in his thirty-eighth year,
having been born on 6th April, 1833. We are sure that the congregation will be deeply sympathised with in being so soon deprived of their
amiable and faithful minister, who was as much attached to them as they
were to him."-Greenock Adt'8r#s8r.
!'i
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A WORD FROM ASTLEY.
To the Editm' of the Gospel Magazine.

Astley Vicarage, near Manchester, Feb. 3rd, 1871.
My DEAR BROTHER,-I have just laid down the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for
this month, and cannot help writing a line to remark that, had we been
permitted to carry out our plans for exchange of duty, I should have been
at Bristol, and you would have been at Astley on the very day your church
was on fire; another proof that man proposes, God disposes. He also
causeth "all things" to "work together for good." Oh, that we may
have hearts to praise Him for His wonder-working love !-Believe me,
your affectionate Brother,
ALFRED HEWLETT.

PARIS has capitulated after a siege of nineteen weeks, and there is now
every prospect of peace; but the conditions of peace are very hard, and
the feeling of hostility against Prussia will last for many a year to come.
The army of General Bourbaki has retired into Switzerland, where it has
had to lay down its arms. The Emperor of Pl'ussia is (at the time at
which we write) about to enter Paris in triumph, so that the French have
been reduced to the lowest point of humiliation.
CONDITION OF PARIS AT THE CAPITULATION.
" Paris is a grave. We have collapsed morally and physically. We
are utterly disgusted with ourselves and with everyone else. The reaction
is overwhelming. Everyone washes his hands of all that has passed by,
reviling everyone except himself. A captain in the navy has really blown.
out his brains in despair. Many citizens have threatened to do so, but
have been dissuaded by their friends, who tell them that they ought to
live for the sake of their country, and ·this they have consented to do.
The bread is getting less like bread every day. Besides peas, rice, and
hay, starch is now ground up with it. In the eighth arrondissement yestm'day there were no rations. We are in want of fuel as much as of
food."
Another correspondent states :-" 'Paris is utterly cowed; fairly
beaten '-so said the first Englisman I met; and his opinion is mine.
Yet Paris is orderly and decent, and with a certain solemn-morose selfrestraint mastering the tendency to demonstrate. You may buy enough
and to spare of anything except edibles'. Drink is plentiful enough, but
except near the gate I saw not a soul drunk. The food shops had nothing
to show. There were confitures and preserves, jellies, &c.; but solid
comestibles were conspicuous by their absence. In one shop I saw several
large shapes of stuff that looked like lard. When I asked what it was, I
found it was horse-fat. And, oh, the number of funerals! One, two,
three; I met six altogether in the course of my ride. I had nearly filled
:my wallet with newspapers, and only stowed away, for an exigency, a few
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slices of ham. Did ever the rarest geological or mineralogical specimen
make such a sensation as those slices of ham? 'Vhen I at length reached
my quarters the servant women asked permission to take the meagre
plateful out, and show it as a curiosity to their companions; and, after
the ham was eaten, stray visitors came in, attracted by the tidings, and
begged for a look at the unwonted viands. The whole city is haunted
with the chaste odours which horseflesh gives out in cooking; odours
.which I learned to appreciate at Metz. Very touching is the ignorance as
to the outside world. ' I have seen three English papers since Septembel',' said Dr. Gordon, our Medical Commissioner. 'Is Ireland quiet? Is
Mr. Gladstone still Prime Minister? Is the Princess Lomse married?'
Such are samples of the question~ I have had to answer. The ignorance
as to the condition of the Prussians outside is equally dense. The pinch
for food is worse than ever, pending the result of' the negotiations for its
supply. The day before yesterday the hungry broke into the reserved
stm'e of potted provisions in the Halle, smashed all obstacles and looted
the place. I was assured that if! offered £50 down in bright shining gold
for a veritable beefsteak, I should have no claimant for the money! Iu
more than one arrondissement no rations have been issued for the last two
days. The people iu despair are too miserable to riot."
DESPATCH FROM THE EMPEROR OF GERMANY TO THE EMPRESS.

Imperial Head-Quarters, Versailles, Sunday, Jan. 29, 2 p.m.-The
following telegTaphic despatch has just been sent by the Emperor to the
Empress: "Last night an armistice for three weeks was signed. The
troops of the Line and the Mobiles will be interned in Paris as prisoners
of war. The Garde N ationale Sedentaires undertakes the preservation
of order. We occupy all the forts. Paris remains invested. It will be
allowed to revictual as soon as the arms have been delivered up. The
Constituent Assembly will be summoned to meet at Bordeaux: in a fortnight. The armies in the field retain possession of the respective tracts
of country occupied by them, with neutrality zones intervening. This is
the first 11essed reward of patriotism, heroism, and heavy saCl·ifices.
Thank God for this fresh mercy! May peace soon follow! "
THE TERMS OF PEACE.

The following are said to be the terms upon which peace will be
accepted by the German authorities :-The cession of Alsace and of sixty
German square miles of Lorraine, including Metz-the whole extent of
Lorraine being 437 German square miles; a contribution of one milliard
and a half for war expenses; about thirty millions for captured ships;
some forty millions for German workmen, clerks, and some industrials
expelled from Franne; and a certain Rente of a few millions for a limited
period for the crippled, maimed, and orphans of the war. It is affirmed
on the Berlin Bourse that the indemnity to be demanded from France
will ;not exceed 1,000,000,000 thalers (£150,000,000), which will defray
the actual war debts incurred, and the pensions of disabled soldiers.
THE STATE OF FRANCE.

Dr. Russell says: "When the war is over, there will be a great flood
of bitterness let loose. I confess I despair of any permanent olive tree
coming out of a soil watered with so much blood and tears. The land
will be .a v.ery .Marah. The .Gel'm~ns, w.ell knowing this, will I>eek to
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render the rage against them impotent. The fortresses in their hands,
and fortifications of towns, will probably be blown up, unless specia.lly
saved by stipulation, and the new frontier acquired by force of arms will
be guarded by an extension of the great system of works which now
watch the Rhine. Germany, if she holds her own, will be the strongest
Power in the world, because she will be unassailable by sea, and her own
force will enable her to meet any combination which now seems possible
of land forces."
THE RE-VICTUALLING OF PARIS.

Again the generosity of England has been shown in a remarkable
manner. On hearing that Paris had capitulated, a subscription was
opened at the Mansion House for the immediate supply of a large quantity of food. The appeal was most generously responded to, £60,000
was speedily subscribed, and immense stores of provisions were forwarded
to Paris under the charge of Mr. George Moore and Colonel Stuart
Wortley. This time the French people seem truly grateful for our help,
ancl they describe the assistance thus rendered to them as a "magnificent
and fraternal present." Mr. George Moore states, "Ours was the very
first train into Paris, and en route the population turned out to rejoice
and cheer and wave their handkerchiefs. Yesterday was a very busy
day. We had two or three hours' consultation with the Mayor of Paris,
and have decided on our plans; we are going to divide the first lot of
food (£5,000 worth) among the twenty arrondissements, as they each
have an organised staff that has been at work during the siege to keep
the people from starving. Really and truly many people have been
hungered, and there is no food of any sort left. The Mayor will publish
a decree to-day stating that Colonel W. and I arrived with food from the
Lord Mayor of London and the English people, that will be distributed
to-morrow, and no doubt many lives will be saved. We haye mat with
strange scenes en 1'oute, many most sad and melancholy. The Hotel
Meurice, and many other large hotels, are turned into hospitals, the
principal shops are closed, and as for eatables, there is nothing to be
seen in the butchers' shops but dog or cat, and they are nearly all
consumed. There were 85,000 horses in Paris when the siege commenced, and there are now only 25,000 left. There were a couple of
ducks in the market this morning, which they asked 70 francs for, and
they would not take 69. The people are sick at heart, but most devoted
to their country. They all looked pale, and haggard, and careworn.
There is great gratitude expressed by all classes to England, and we are
looked upon as their benefactors. We have had interviews with
M. Jules Favre, M. Picard, and the gallant General Trochu; the latter
seems very sad, but hoped all would work for God's glory, and the good
of France afterwards. He is evidently a man of deep religious feelings.
M. Favre expressed himself extremely grateful to England for the efforts
she is making. We have just been ever the Ambulance EvaIJgelique. It
was a terrible sight, men mauled in the saddest way; indeed, I have
seen sights I shall never forget. But Paris has done nobly and generously to the sick and wounded; far more has been done for them than I
expected.' ,
BOURBAIU'S ARMY IN SWITZERLAND.'

l'

An Edinburgh lady, resident in Neuchatel, writes as foIl9wS:Eebruary 7, 1871,.-1 take advantage of a moment's repose to send you
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a few lines. The Bnglish papers have probably given you ere this some
idea of the unprecedented scenes through which we are now passing.
Into this quiet little town of some 11,000 inhabitants, Bourbaki's army,
to the amount of 69,000, have fled for refuge, having first laid down their
arms at the frontier to the Swiss army, and so become prisoners of war.
As fast as the rail can carry them they are being scattered over all
Switzerland, but a multitude are here in ambulance, being quite unable
to proceed farther. Four churches, three colleges, and every available
spot is occupied by sick and wounded men. They tell us that, before
reaching this, they slept for thirteen nights on the snow, and that during
all that time they had nothing to eat but one biscuit a-day. No wonder
that all have their feet and hands more or le'ss frozen, and that many are
now suffering from small-pox, typhus, and dysentery. The whole population here has opened their arms to re.ceive them. Some make soup,
coffee, clothes, others act as nurses and infirmiers. Every school is closed,
and the children are engaged making charpie, &c. There is work for all.
I am engaged seven hours a-day in one of the ambulances, and along
with another lady have the charge of thirty-five men, twenty-one of whom
have typhus fever. A Swiss soldier waits on us as infirmier, and the
three of us have everything to do. The doctors visit our men twice
a-day, and give us our orders. The cavalry have to pass their days and
nights on the streets, and are dependent on the kindness of the population
for food. The horses are terribly emaciated, and often fall down dead on
the streets. General Herzog has his head-quarters here with a large
body of Swiss troops. We have four Swiss soldiers quartered on us, but
they are well-behaved, and give no trouble. The French have brought
with them, as their prisoners, fifty German soldiers, who present a
remarkable contrast to their captors. They are young and hearty, well
clothed and well fed."
A MILLION OF PRISONERS.

'l'he 84,900 men under General Bourbaki who have just taken refuge
in Switzerland swell the number of French prisoners and of fugitives,.
interned in neighbouring States to more than a million; 930,OiJO, according to the Nortl. German Gazette, are prisoners of war, inclusive, of course,
of the garrison of Paris; nearly 2,0,900 fled into Belgium after the battles
of Metz and Sedan, and more than 80,000 have now crossed the Swiss
frontier. This enormous total of 1,034,000, remarks thll Gazette, is
unparalleled in history.
Turning to another country, we have good news to record. The Reformation in Spain seems to be progressing most satisfactorily. A correspondent from Seville, where the Rev. Lewen Tugwell is at work, states
that Roman Catholic churches are being rapidly converted into Protestant
ones, and that various other agencies are producing good fruit. He
says :-" One can scarcely believe their own eyes at beholding large
churches, with their numerous side chapels, being metamorphosed into
places suited to the simple worship of Protestants. I have just visited
one of these, which formerly belonged to a monastic institution. Its
dormitories and refectory will, in a few weeks, be transmuted into schoolrooms and school-houses for the masters and mistresses, and the church
itself, rendered capable of seating ten or twelve hundred persons, will be
opened for teaching and pl'eaching 'the more excellent way.' (Iuse
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these words advisedly, for I was informed on the spot that the skeleton of
an infant had been discovered bricked up in the walls of the convent.)
It is situated in a populous neighbourhood, where the people, for the
most part, have adopted liberal political opinions. It is expected that
the church will be found too small even to contain the numbers that will
resort thither. Another such a church has been secured by the Presbyterians, and I am informed that others still may be bought. Well, therefore, may it be said of a truth, 'What hath God wrought !' In connexion
with the admirable mission-house in the Calle de Taragora is a shop for
the sale of books and tracts. Bibles and Testaments are here put in
circulation in considerable numbers. The librarian, being an intelligent
Protestant, is an able 'fellow-helper to the truth.' Even ragged and
adult schools are established. Of the former, one is found in the Triana,
the large suburb of Seville, on the right bank of Guadalquiver; and in
this, the examination in geography of some of the boys, while I was
there, proved that instruction of a liberal order is imparted; and all, let
it be remembered, free of cost to the parents. Nor would I omit to
mention a very important institution supported by the Free Ohurch of
Scotland, and superintended by the Rev. John S. Black. Here young
men, Spaniards, are prepared for the service of the ministry in the Presbyterian churches: and, so far as I have had opportunity of judging, I
may add efficiently prepared. At my first visit I foun d there a class of
nine gentlemen under the instruction of Mr. Black, a very able, talented,
and estimable preceptor, I would observe. The work done in this institution is comparatively of a high order. From this place will doubtless
go forth, from time to time, workmen who need not be ashamed, rightly
dividing the Word of truth."
The new Session of Parliament has commenced with unusual interest,
in consequence of the Queen having opened it in person. The programme, as set forth in Her Majesty's speech, includes some matters
which Protestants must closely watch, viz., "Ecclesiastical Titles," or, in
other words, the titles assumed by Roman Catholic bishops; and the
abolition of Religious Tests in the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. A strong protest has been made by a number of graduates and
electors of the University of Dublin against an attempt to extend this
proposed abolition to their university. They say that they feel constrained by a. sense of their solemn convictions to protest against it,
because it would throw open the government of the universities to members of the Roman Catholic Church, and because it woulel be a violation
of the University Charter, and a surrender of a sacred trust on the part
of those whose duty it is to maintain the Protestant principles upon which
the University was founded.
We are by no means pleased to see that Mr. Gladstone has appointed
an Irish Roman Catholic, Mr. Monsell, to the office of PostmasterGeneral. The tendency of the present Government seems to be to truckle
as far as possible with the Romanists, no doubt with the object of
securing their votes.
AFFLICTION.-A man under God's affliction is like a bird in a net; the
more he striveth the more he is entangled. God's decree cannot be
eluded with impatience. 'Vhat I cannot avoid, that will I learn to
Qeal'.
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TIle City oJ London IJirectoryJot· 1871. W. H. and L. Collingridge,
117 to 120, Aldersgate street.
THIS is a marvel of utility, comprehensiveness, and cheapness. 'Ve know
of no book of its kind to compare with it in any of these essential particulars. Its success, as a commercial speculation, must of necessity be a work
of time, for no such production, got up at so great a cost, with such diffuse
details, and at such a price, can by any possibility, be remunerative. The
publishers, therefore, are richly entitled to the warm and vigorous support
of at least the trading community. It would be a mistake, however, to
limit the usefulness of this work simply to the citizens of London. It will
be a book of reference-and hence of considerable advantage-to the inhabitants of the metropolis at large. For example, if a resident at the
West-end, in Southwark, Islington, or any of the wide-spread suburbs of
the three-millioned-peopled city, needs this, that, or the other person's address-be it warehouse, shop, counting-house, or chambers, in a back-room,
or upper storey-it is but for him to turn to the" City Directory," and
there he finds, not merely the street, lane, court, 31' alley he requires, but
the number, the side of the way, and the very floor he seeks. This he obtains from the book itself, and without the aid of guide or policeman.
Moreover, a further advantage is derivable from this book by those who
reside in the country, or in provincial towns or cities. For instance, we
often require a London address, and sometimes are sadly at a loss to find
it, for want of such a clear and comprehensive work as this" City of London Directory." Hence, we contend, it will be a great boon, not merely to
London citizens, but to the community at large.
Twenty-Jom' Lectures on tlte Book oJ Revelation. London: R. Banks,
~
Ludgate Rill.
As these Lectures have reached us somewhat late in the month, we have
only 'dipped into them here and there, promising ourselves a more careful
reading at our earliest leisure. The impression, however, which this
transient glance at the work has made is, that, whilst it contains much
that is cheering and savoury in a spiritual and experimental sense, the
preacher appears to us, in the spiritualizing, to have overlooked much of
the literal meaning and import of the word. God forbid that we should
be indifferent to the spiJ:itual and experimental; it is our very meat and
drink. We must not, however, forget that there is, at the same time, an
absolutely literal meaning in the words. There is a pithiness and a
power about many of Mr. Wells' sayings which cannot but commend themselves to the hearer or the reader, as the case may be. For example,
having just spoken of the ancient prophets as called" seers," and shown
how they were enabled by light from above to see into things, to discern
between things that differ, and to open up the way of the Lord, Mr. "Veils
says: "I dare not here give way to my feelings for a moment in relation
to the Reformation. When Luther appeared, what a seer that man was!
He saw tliings, and opened up things that the people had not heard
before; and so of John Knox and Calvin, and many others that the
Lord raised up; and we have a hope that some seers will be raised up
by and by in the Roman Catholic Church. I believe when that system
falls to pieces it will be by the Lord raising up some good people in that
Church, and bringing them out of it, that are acquainted with all the
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movements of the devil there. An old poacher makes a good gamekeeper; and so it is with an old thief, if he can but be made an
honest man, he makes a good detective. So it was with Luther. He
was aware of all the crafty movements of that system, and therefore was
well prepared to encounter those crafty movements. He could see
through: the whole. He was a seer. So the living creatures said,
'Come a,nd see.' And John was a seer, and saw what we have now to
describe."
" Yet:" a Motto for all Times and Seasons. Being a selection of Texts in
which God's Promises and Faith's Plea are most encouragingly presented. By DAVID A. DOUDNEY, D.D., Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster,
Author of "Symruthy," "Bible Lives and Bible Lessons," &c., &c.
London: The Book Society, 28 Paternoster Row. Bristol: W. Mack,
38, Park Street.
THIS is a reprint, in a neat and portable form, of the leading articles of
this Magazine for the past year, reference to particular subjects being
facilitated by numerous side-notes. It will form a suitable gift-book for
the present anxious times, and we trust will be specially owned of God.
We annex THE PREFACE to this little two-shilling volume : " The Bible, despised though it be, has an adaptation to every case, a
solace for every fear, a balm for every wound, and a power, 11ersuasion,
and preciousness which are perfectly supernatural.
" One little word from this vast storehouse is presented to the reader
in the following pages, which it is hoped, under God, may stir him up to
hope and encouragement.
" Doubtless the reader only too well knows that the world through
which he is journeying towards vast Eternity, is a world of sin and
sorrow. Under such circumstances the cheering word is necessarysomething to counsel in perplexity, and to comfort in trial. Where is it
to be found? In the Bible! There the promises of a faithful, gracious,
long-suffering God abound, and from this boundless and inexhaustible
treasury, Faith is furnished with her pleas and her arguments at the
footstool of mercy, and before the God of all grace.
" That the reader may personally experience the truthfulness of these
remarks, and that the contents of this little work may be instrumental in
strengthening and stimulating him, is the earnest prayer of
« St. L~tke's Bedininstel',
"TIlE AUTHOR."
"January, 1871."
One Hitndl'ul Precious P1'01n1'ses ancl Meditations. Edinburgh: J ames
Taylor, 31, Castle Street.
.\. CJ;lOIOE selection from the writings of Hawker, Mason, Bishop Beveridge,
and others of kindred minds. The size and clearness of the type makes
this work additionally valuable.
.A Rhymed Harmony of the Gospels. Ry FRANCIs BARHAM and IsAAo
PITMAN. London: F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster Row.
GOSPEL narrative in poetic form, with· the Phonetic Reading in
parallel columns. To Phonetic writers this book will be very acceptable.
Evening Sacrifice,. for Evening Family Worship. By the Rev. W. H.
LYON, M.A., Rector of Oborne and Incumbent of Castleton, Dorset.
London: W. Macintosh, Paternoster Row.
BRIEF thoughts on the Gospel of Matthew, each section followed by a
short prayer.
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