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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ollr8elves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

UPWAHD, ONWARD, AND HOMEWAHD.
"Brethren, I count not rnyse?! to have apprehended: but this One thing
I do, forgetting those things wkich are behind, and reaelling forth unto
those things which aJ'e bq/ore, I press toward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Oltrist Jesus."-PHIL. iii. 13, 14.
BELOVED Header, it is very blessed, and most strengthening and
comforting too, to look back, and retrace all the way by which the
Lord our God hath led us. Personally, we often think and say, we
know not what we should do without this reviewing and retracing.
It brings before us, under the precious ministry of the Holy Ghost,
as the l{emembl'ancer, what the Lord has been and what the Lord has
done. :Moreover, it instrumentally leads us into contemplations of the
covenant engagements of our God, and to a pleading with Him upon
the ground of those engagements. By this very means a holy
intimacy and a blessed intercourse are kept up between the souls of
His dear people and Himself. The divine relationship which exists
between Him and them, and His covenant pledges as to His being
their God and their being His people, are again and again brought
before Him.
You are aware, moreover, dear reader, how constantly this was
enjoined upon Israel of old, by both Moses and Joshua, as J ehovah's
mouthpiece, that they should habitually remind their children, both
by token and testimony, of what the Lord had done for their forefathers. Not only were pillars to be erected, and places set apart,
but the reason for so doing was to be given. How emphatic was the
language of Moses: "Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in
your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your
hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. And ye
shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt write them upon
tile door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates" (Deut. xi. 18-:20).
Nor do we believe such practice was ever more needed than in
]{
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our own times, when the young and rising generation are perplexed
by the adverse opinions held and the divers doctrines tanght by the
various sects and parties which now-a-days are contending for the
mastery. Moreover, when there is such a wide-spread effort virtually
to set asiue the teaching of the Bible, and a wretched "expediency"
has become the order of the day, surely never did it behove the
servants of God more to enjoiu upon those with whom they come in
contact tllO prophet's "'['hus sfl.ith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways,
and sce, anu ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls."
Yes, doar reader, notwithstanding all the pretended enlightenment
of the age, and in spite of being regarded as the fools and the
dotards of a bye-gone period, be it ours, by rich and free and sovereign
grace, to abide by "the old paths"-to be weak enough, and silly
enough, and narrow-minded and bigoted enough (if our enemief'l
choose to deem it so), to take our stand by God's blessed word.
Here is our stronghold. By this we are content to live and die.
What was the stay and the comfort-the joy and the rejoioing-of
loved ones long gone to their rest; that which instrumentally
supported them in trouble, succoured them in temptation, soothed
them in sorrow, and sustained them in death, shall be our watchword.
,Ve want no new light, no other way. By God's grace we will
continue to say what myriads upon myriads before us have said,
"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path."
Yea, it is not merely our fathers and our forefathers have proved its
blessedness, who went through life, and encountered death, upon the
ground of the glorious fact, "I found 'l'hy word and I did eat it,
and 'I'hy words were unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart; "
but (blessed be God), dear reader, there are thousands now upon
earth who are realizing, in their own day and generation, the
unspeakable satisfaction of all the fulness and the blessedness of the
power and the preciousness of this self-same sacred word, as brought
home to the heart and applied to the soul by God the Holy Ghost.
It is still a glorious fact, verified in the rich experience of the Lord's
tried and troubled, but at the same time privileged "heritage,"
"He sent His word and healed them."
With these undeniable verities, then, before us, dear believing
reader, shall we be moved by the subtleties and sophistries of a Godand-truth-denying age? Because (as was clearly foreshown should
be the case) those times have alighted upon us of which the apostle
Peter speaks: "But there were false prophets also among the people,
eveJ;l as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall
bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many
shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of
truth shall be evil spoken of" (2 Peter ii. 1, 2), shall we turn
aside from the good old paths, and take up with new-fangled notions?
God forbid! vVe trust that "we have ne" so learned Christ."
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Dear reader, we are by no means taken by surprise at what ill
occurring at the present juncture. We regard it only as a ful:filment
rather than as afrustration of the word and the testimony. We read
by the prophet Daniel of a certain power that shall" come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries;" that after the" league
shall bEl made with him, he shall work deceitfully; for he shall come
up, and shall become strong with a small people. He shall enter
peaceably even upon the fattflst places of the province: and he shall
do that which ~is fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; he
shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches: yea, and he
shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a time"
(Dan. xi. 23,24). We are told, moreover, by the same prophet that
" some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge,
and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is
yet for a time appointed." Further, we are told also by the apostle
Paul even in his day (how much more may we say it is the case in
our day), "For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he
who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with
the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His
coming: even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with
all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the
love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God
IIhall send them stroug delusion, that they should believe a lie: that
they all might be damned who Lelieved not the truth, but had pleasure
in unrighteousness" (2 rl'hess. ii. 7-12).
These are solemn verities, dear reader, and may well lead to deep
searching of heart, and to a careful scrutiny as to our own personal
standing before God. Further, it may. well make us additionally
anxious to adopt the apostle Peter's course, where he says: "We
have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye du well that
ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the
day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: knowing this first,
that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation.
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet.
i. 19-21).
In a word, publicly and privately-at home and abroad-for ourselves and for the instruction and edification of others; be it from
houee to house visitation-in schools-or in our more public ministrations, our standard must be the Bible I-the Book of books! No
argument-no subterfuge-no human policy whatever-'-no expediency, ought to weigh with us for a moment in the veriest idea of
considering, even in a secondary point of view (much less banishing
from our schools), the Word of Truth. Be assured, dear reader, that
that Scripture has a wider and more comprehensive signification than
is usually conceded to it :-" Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His
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righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you." In
proportion as a man, a chUl'ch, or It nation "sets the Lord always
before" him, or them, in that very proportion shall they be prospered
or blesscd; whereas, on the contrary, if God and His trnth be set
asicle, or regarded as secondary, a blight and a curse will most
aSl'luredly sooner or later follow. Of this we are as certain as we
arc of our own existence.
Passing circumstances, dear reader, and the mueh-talked-of Educational question, have prompted us thus to dwell upon this all-impOltant subject. We now, however, turn to the text: "Brethren, I
count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those
things which are before, I press toward the mark, for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
The first thought that strikes us, beloved, is this: if Paul the
aged, in this, one of his last epistles, and when within some two
years or so of declaring to his son Timothy, that "he had fought the
good fight," ,. finished his course," and was" ready to be offered,"
declared, " I connt not myself to have apprehended," or laid hold of
Christ, what shall 'ICC say, clear reader? Oh, if we indeed realized
our condition, ana saw things as they really arc, in place of self-sufficiency, high-mindedness, or the veriest dis] losition to look with indifference, much less to lord it over the weaker brethren, what a deep
sense there would be of the extremely little we know, ana of the mere
snail's pace which had marked oUl' progress in the path of life. Why,
beloved, even if some of 11S have been in the school of Christ for forty
or fifty years, we feel ourselves to be only at our A B C in divinity.
If for that, or even a longer period, we have sought to traverse the
way to Zion, with our faces thitherward, we are, notwithstanding,
only as it were just stepping over the threshold of the celestial pathway-just passing through the wicket-gate of regenern.tion, as far
as attainments are concerned, when contrasted with what is to be
known.
And, beloved, it is a feeling sense of this that makes some of us
white-haired or bald-headed ones, in point of human years, sit with
shamefacedness ani deep self-reproach, as we listen to the lispings of
some of the mere babes of the family. In their first love, hJW ardent
that love; how warm their zeal; how spiritual their desires; how
supernatural their cravings; with what indifference do they look on
earthly things; how heaven-bound their eourse; how Christ-seeking
their career. We stay not now to commen,t upon the test and the
trial that may, and most probably will, follow all this, unless they
:ue called hence. We merely dwell upon the fact as it is; and we
would ask· the oldest, the deepest-taught, the most experienced
among our re:1.r1ers, whether, even in this one view of contra,sting and
comparing with the present state and condition of the mere babes and
sucklings in the household of faith, there· is not ample reason for
adopting the apostle's language, "I count not mysclf to have apprehended? "
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We repeat that we do not now touch upon the after-teaching and the
subsequent discipliue. That is quite another aspect of the case. We
are sure, however, that there is such a thing as making excuses for
present carnality and worldliness, coldness and deadness, upon the
ground that there was in the former condition inexperience, false fire,
and zeal without knowledge. We may, at the same time, fail to discover that these very arguments and excuses are only adopted as a
cover to a certain latent consciousness that things, in a spiritual point
of view, are not with us as they should be, considering, in point of
age, our so "nearing home." This, upon the part of manyespecially with those who are wont to deal in these subterfuges--may be
considered legal. Nevertheless, it does not alter the fact. We believe,
moreover, those who most feel their insensibility and deadness in regard
to divine things, and who, at the same time, feel what a hold the world,
in its associations and relationships, have upon them, will acknowledge
the truth of the testimony, and fall back upon the old and touching
inquiry:
" Where is the blessednesR I knew
When fit'st I saw the Lord?
Where is the soul,reviving view
Of Jesus and His word?
"What peaceful hours I then enjoy'd;
How sweet their memory still ;
But they have left an aching void
'l'he world call never fill."

Further, we doubt not that thore are those of our readers who, considering some of the lessons which the Lord has in the past set
before them, never could have imagined they would have ever fallen
into their present state of carnal ease, and fleshly security. and comparative indifference to the personal realization of nearness to Jesus,
access at the throne, and brighter and more vivid cOlltemplations of
the glory in reserve.
It may be that some of us have been called, by affliction or otherwise,
down to the very brink of the river. Matters, perhaps, had assumed
such an aspect, that we verily thought we heard the gladsome intimation, "Thou art to pass over Jordan this day," and there was, in
consequence, the" setting the house in order." There were some bright
:md blessed views of the better land. The soul was upon the very
tip-toe of holy expectation, the heart glowed, as the ear seemed to
<'atch the first notes of'the hallelujah triumphs. At such a juncture
earth had lost its hold, and the whole soul was fired with divine
realities. To have had the faintest conception of returning to the
lJeggarly elements of the world would have appeared a moral impossiLiMy.
But, alas! alas! dear reader, what are the facts? Ah. do not these
facts bring vividly before you the scenes enacted in the 38th and 39th
of' Isaiah? In I-Iezekiah's pride and folly, do you not see a resemblance
tll,the carnality and deceitfulness of your own heart? Had anyone
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been commissioned to intimate to the king, at the time "he turned
his face to tlte wall, and cried to the Lord," or when he was exolaiming,
" 0 Lord, I :un oppressed, undertake for me," that he would assuredly
do wLat ho al'terwards did, he would have been ready to say, as
another diLt say, "Is Thy servant a dog, that he should do this
thing r" Yet such is human nature; and it is the policy of Satan
to ply his temptation the more insidiously and perseveringly after
somo of the more marked and blessed visitations. And his assaults
so lar from disproving the reality of those visitations, go to show
their genuineness; for (as some old writer has said) upon the principle
that the hig·hwayman attacks the market-man when he is returning
home with the produce of his wares, so Satan seeks to rob the soul
after it has been indulged with some sweet supports and blessed manifestations. Paul had his" thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satau
to Luffet him," after he had bcen caught up into the third heaven.
'1'11e Spirit-taught and grace-disciplined of our readers will uuderstand us, and not charge us with inconsistency or contradiction, if
we testify that, notwithstanding what we just now said about
declension in spirituality, there was in the apostle's case, and there
is in every case, as far as the believer is concerned, an indispensable
needs- be for a thorn in the flesh, or some cross, trial, or affliction,
after seasons of Gospel indulgence or spiritual enlargement. J acob
must halt upon his thigh, to remind him of what he was in his poor
imperfect flesh, after that marvellously successful wrestling with the
Angel. Moses' face must be veiled when he came down from the
mount, ere the children of Israel could have intercourse with him.
Had the Lord kept up the indulgence which Daniel experienced in
the lion's den, he would have been wholly unfit for the after-work
to which he was called. Had that glorious Fourth Person, even the
Son of God, walked with the three Hebrews, when they were set at
liberty, as lie did when they were in the burning fiery furnace, they
would have been but unfit (in a certain sense) and unprofitable
dwellers in this vale of tears. Had not" a cloud overshadowed" the
disciples after that wondrous scene upon the mount of transfiguration,
Peter and J ames and John would have been but imperfect messengers
to their fellow-men. If John had always been privileged to recline
upon his Master's bosom, he would have had little to say to his poor
fallen fellow-sinners. No, in each and every case there must be a
coming down from the mount, and an unmistakable realization that
they are still in a wilderness and the occupants of a poor frail and
fallen taberuacle. And this, too, the better qualifies them, under
the powerful ministry of the Holy Gho~t, to testify and practically
to show forth the nature and operations of rich and free and sovereign
grace.
Oh, what, for example, would ministers be in regard to
sympathillillg with the weak and the doubting, the halting and the
fearing, if so be they personally were always upon the mount? But
sorry messengers would they be to such. They would soar far o'er
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the heads of these poor trembling ones; but, because they are to "giye
a portion to seven, and also to eight," they must themselves be
ul'Ought down to dark and dreary places, in order that, out of the
flllness of a tested and a tried heart, they may minister experimentally
even to the poor and the halt and the blind and the lame.
Beloved, there is a thought in connexion with the text which we
would earnestly and affeetionately press upon you: it is that knowledge of which the apostle in the context speaks. It was not simply
with him, "What think ye of Christ?" but "WIJat know ye of
Him?" Ah, reader, there is, be assllred, a momentous distinction
between the two. '1'0 think of Christ is one thing; to know Him
quitc another. Speculation-theory-mere talk may have very
much to do with the one; but nothing short of personal, heartfelt,
actual experie!we with the other. That was a touching expression of
our adorable Lord, "Have I been so long time with you, and yet
hast thou not known Me, Philip?"
Dear reader, we shall not easily forget the circumstances under
which the Lord, some time since, brought that question to bear upon
ourselves. Under the first operations of a trial the issue of which we
could not foresee, the Lord whispered, as we walked the crowded
street, in doubt and uncertainty about the object and meaning
and intention of the trial, " Have I been so long time with you, and
yet hast thou not knOW'l Me, Philip ? " It was as though He would
say, "'Vhat, don't you understand Me yet? are you still in doubt
and uncertainty about all things being under my direction and
control? Why think for a moment that some strange thing hath
happened unto you? Why imagine that this trial were not in the
covenant allotment even as all others have been? ''I'is I; be not
afi·aid." Beloved, it Wlt~ a sweet intelTogation upon the part of
our, dear and loving Lord and Master.
And now about this personal, heartfelt, experimental knowledge,
can you, dear reader, say, as the psalmist did, "Thou hast known my
soul in adversities?" Thou hast been familiar both with me and
with the trial, in all its aspects and bearings; the every feat~e and
phase of the afTiiction, temptation, or trial, has all been open to Thee.
Aye, more, "And Thou, Lord, hast been my Sustainer, Upholder,
and Deliverer in respect thereto. It is to Thyself, and Thyself alone,
I am indebted for succour, support, and deliverance."
Oh, blessed testimony, " Thou hast known my soul in adversities;"
and increasingly blessed, beloved, when we contemplate the fact, that
past deliverances are but the earnest and the pledge of future deliverances likewise; for of what avail would the one be without the other?
Knowledge of Christ, intimacy with Christ, familiarity with Christ.
Ah, dear reader, we ourselves plead guilty here. We feel-we acknowledge-our shortcomings here. There is such a thing as
"knowing Christ" in the main. There is the vi vid and the refreshinO'
recollection, too, of what He has been, where He has been, and wh;~
He has done in the past; but with respect to that "growing in
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grace, and in tho knowlodge of Ohrist Jesus, our Lord," of which the
apostle spoaks olflowhero, what, reader, do we know about it personally and oXIH'rilllontally?
You kllnw, wo aro wont to speak and to write just as we at the time
feel. W () doal not in a oold, theoretical, spoculati ve spirit. 'Ve orave
for unl'tioJl, doll', living power. We S:1Y, thon, that paot knowledge is
llot fln'SI'lIt access, holy freedom, precious familiarity. ,Ve boliove all
tllis Rlwrod privilege and living experienoe is involvod in wh:1t the
:ll'()stlo John so dwells upon, the "abiding in Him." If we mistake
Hot, we reoently oommented upon this subjeot. What we then said
we do not now remember; but of this we are deeply sensible, that
the growing knowledge of Ohrist, in His own divine person, in His
endearing relationships, in His precious manifestations, in His homeand-heart spoken promisoe, in His marvellous oondescension, in His
loving sympathies, in His sustaining, soothing, oomforting- power, in
the astounding interpositions and wondrous deliverances of His providential hand-all, all, is unspeakably blessed, and ardently and
importunately to be cravod at His own divino hands, and under the
Spirit's precious ministry nlHl powor.
And, beloved, we tell you whom we fool it personally: it is the
recolleotion that we are now so muoh "nOnI'or home" than we were
years and years ago; and yet, by comparison, less hankering after
home than formerly. vVe remember, more than forty years ago, we
were in the habit of da.ily passing through St. Mary's churchyard,
Southampton; and by the side of the path through which we walked
was a grave-stone bearing this verse:
"Welcome, bless'd bour of full discharge,
'rbat sets my lOllging soul at large;
Unbinds my cha.ins, breaks up my cell,
And bids me with my God to dwell."

We blush to say it-but it is a fact-except very occasionally, just
when in the pulpit, or with the pell in hand-we do not feel one tithe
the interest or power in that verse which we did then. It humbles us
to say so, but such is the case. We often wonder whether other hoaryheaded pilgrims feel as we do in this respect. Suoh a lingering here,
poor dying world as it is; so much hesitanoy-such diffidenoe-:-such
a pulling back by fleshly ties-suoh a craving, "Spare me, that I
recover strength before I go hence, and am no more seen." Those
who have been long familiar with this work will remember the series
of articles which appeared some eight-and-twenty or thirty years ago
entitled, "Oonversations by the Way between Two Pilgrims." '1.'he
re-pol'Usal of those Oonversations, some time since, perfectly astonished
us. We could not write now as we wrote then. -\Ve are not living
now where we were living then, in a Gospel and experimental sense.
We do not attempt to disguise the fact; ah, and we will add, we
dread the ordoal through which possibly we may be called to pass, in
order that wo should be brought up to the same blessed standing.
Reader, you will poroeive we are dealing honestly and candidly.
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\VI' were about to say, with respect to the advance of years, how
l1sibly we feel that touching exhortation of the apostle, Rom. xiii.
ll, 12, "And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to
I\.wl1ke out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we
licved. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us there:'oro cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of
light." It is not that we care a straw about worldly pleasures or
fleshly gratification. We would not accept some stately ma.nsion at a
gift, nor do we covet any man's silver or gold. All we crave at the
Lord's hand in this respect is, " Give me neither poverty nor riches,
but feed me with food convenient for me." But what we feel, and
whence we fear, is best expressed by the apostle, where he says
(and we thank God he did say so), " We that are in this tabernacle
do groan, being burdened." Moreover, hOlY we bless our dear Lord
and Master that He should cause to be left upon record this wondrous
utterance, " I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I
straitened till it be accomplished;" and then, too, that even He
should have exclaimed, "Oh, my Father, if it be possible, let this cup
pass fi:om me." Oh, beloved reader, it is upon these vital and experimental grounds, we can rejoice in the fact, that "we have not an High
Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb.
iv. 15).
But, beloved, notwithstanding what we have said about past mercies,
we must beware of a device of the wicked one. ,Ve make a grave
mistake when we trade or live upon grace received, rather than upon
the God of gl'Clce. The distinction may appear to be unimportant;
nevertheless, there is a distinction, and an important one, too.'"
Now, first, let us seek to establish the fact. vVe will presume the
reader to have had some sore bodily affliction, or perhaps he was
brought exceedingly low mentally. Under this trial, arise it from
whatever source it might have done, wt\s there not continuously the
very deepest conviction that the Lord alone could sustain under and
deliver from it? Was there not, at the same time, a looking to and
:1, leaning upon
Him? Was He not continuously appealed to?
cn.rnestly entreated? ardently besought? perpetually reminded that
if He forgot or forsook, all hope was at an end? It may be that
succour has since been granted-health partially or wholly restoredt he spirits revived.
There is a consciousness of it-there is a
~, Since the foregoing was written wc were paying a visit to the dear "Old Pilgrim"
(no,," within a few months of fourscore years old) who has for so lllany years eontr(buted
to these pages. It has pleased God to lay His afflictive hand upon him for many months
past. In the interview to which we allude, he said, that the Lord seemed to keep him
at a distance, and did not indulge him with those manifestations of Himself which he was
m earnestly desiring. Our reply was, that we had just been thinking much and writing
"pon the distinction between living upon grace and living upon the God of all grace. We
IIllt)" live upon grace; we may: live by grace; but the richest mercy of ull was to live Ilpon
,I", God of !/race. Is there not a ditference? Do you not see it? "I do," was his reply;
.. und never so clearly as at this moment."

L
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rejoicing over it-there is a comparison of the present with the past,
and an acknowledgment of the striking contrast-there may be, too, an
acknowlcdgment of the merciful and gracious Authorship; but now,
notwithstanding all this, is there, permit us to ask, the same close
clinging to the Lord? the same deeply-inwrought consciousness of a
prcsent felt need? a conviction that the Lord must sustain from
momcnt to moment, and a conesponding recognition that it is the
Lorel, and the Lord alone, who has each day and hour sustained? Sleep,
probably, had long been most broken and interrupted, and the Lord,
night after night, was earnestly appealed to as He only who "giveth
His beloved sleep." His hand was watched; and, when the sogreatly-needed and ardently-craved boon was given, how was He
acknowledged as the God who heareth and answereth prayer. What
gratitude in the morning for a few hours' refreshing sleep. Ancl it may
be that there were other ailments, or perplexities, or heart-crushing
sorrows, in connexion with which there was o,n absolute necessity for
that going out of self which the Lord in compassion granted,
and the ardent adoption of Peter's language, "Lonl, to whom can.
we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life."
.
Beloved, although under pressure we fail to see it, still there is
immense mercy in that teaching ancl discipline which brings us to
say:
" vVeakel' than a bruised reed,
Strength I every moment need."

Ah, no, our poor proud hearts do not like this creature pauperism
and fleshly insolvency, yet, inasmuch as under the wise-and-wellordering hand of the Holy Ghost, it brings us into a close walk with
and momentary dependence upon Jesus, to fit'itlt such a state of things
is mOllt blessed. Let the anxious business-man; the tried young
Christian, surrounded by sceptics and scoffers; the weak, the frail,
the consumptive patient, testify whether or not these things are so.
How do both the one and the other greatly exceed, outvie, and
surpa8s, in the sweet actings of faith, and hope, and patience, th08e,
it may be, who, in point of years and profession, have been far, far
longer "in Christ" than themselves. And, beloved, is not in this
particular that Scripture illustrated, "And the last shall be first, and
the first last?" How, moreover, do these facts exclude all creature
self-sufficiency and fleshly boasting, placing man, where he ought to
be, in the very dust of nothingness.
We repeat that there is a difference-and a marked one, toobetween living on grace and upon the God of all grace. There is,
by contrast, a degree of independence about the one, whilst there is
intimacy and -communion and entire dependence about the other.
Surely, even although the wife or the child receive travelling charges
and the wherewith to meet all current expenses for the journey or the
purchase, from the husband or the father, there is a closer affinity,
more thorough fellowship, and a sweeter setting forth of the bond of
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mion, when the wife or the child is accompanied by the husband or
1'l\ther, and, as a matter of course, leaves the conduct and the cost of.
the journey with him. In both cases the means come from him;
novertheless, how materially the cases differ. Reader, do you not
see the distinction?
Whilst we have strength, or courage, or fortitude in ourselves, and
that even from grace i1:eceived, by promises spoken, pardon repeated,
or renewed assurances given-we have not, for the time being, much
sympathy with such an inquiry, "Who is this coming up from the
wilderness, leaning on the Beloved?" But let the bounty-money be
all spent, the little store of peace and comfort and joy exhausted;
1tnd then how different the view of such a passage as, "He giveth
power to the jitint, and to them that have no migltt He increaseth
strength."
Reader, once again we say, there is all the difference between
living upon grace and upon the God ofal] grace. You remember
that notable saying of our blessed Lord, "Can the children of the
bridechamber fast, while the Bridegroom is with them? as long as
they have the Bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. But the days
will conie, when the Bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and
-then shall they fast in those days."
Dear reader, we must pause for the present. The Lord permitting,
we will take up the suqject again in our next. Meanwhile we will
dose with the lines whieh best bespeak our present state of mind:
"More frequent let Thy visits be,
01' let tbemlonger last;
I can do nothing without Thee;
Make haste, my God, make haste."

St. Luke's, Bedminstel', Peb. 12,

1~73.

THE EDITOR.

A WORD OF WARNING.
A WIDELY-CmOULATED periodical, the Gospel Sta?ul(/1'(l, gives the following.
brief but important bit of information from the Rock :-" The Post Office
authorities, after an interview with 1\1:1'. Bradlaugh, have restored the
JYatl;onal Reformer to registration for transmission abroad." We subj oin
the editor's remark upon this act of liberality, which is not extended to
Christian publications :-" Bradlaugh's sentiments with respect to the
Bible are well known; yet his, or any other newspaper, though it may
-contain the scum of Atheism, and Infidelity, and filth, also monthly
gazettes and magazines of fashion, may have the Post Office privileges,
while no religious periodical can, unless it contain more news than religious matter. There is no hope of this restriction being removed so long
as we have a Romanist for Postmaster-General."
It would only be justice to the principles of Protestantism, that every
editor of religious periodicals should make this grievance known to their
readers, and thus rouse up slumbering Ohristians to the present state of
things, which, if permitted to pass unnoticed, will before long sap the
foundations of civil and religious liberty in our once favoured land.
L 2
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HEART STRUGGLES.
" Ye have wept 1'n the eat'S of the Lord."-Nu~nEltS xi. 18.

a natural man is outwardly and what he is inwardly are very'
different things, and what an altered complexion would be put upon the'
day's doings if what he thought could appear instead of what he said!
It is so also to a certain extent with the Christian; for, while it is blessedly
true that "by their fruits ye shall know them," and a religion of profession
without practice is worthless, yet there is a life which he lives before God
which never appears before man. He may assume an outward calmness'
when the most conflicting feelings are at work within, or, on the contrary,
he may be actively engaged amidst life's conflicts and bustle, and yet beinwardly enjoying communion with GOd; and he has, in connection with
secret trials and secret joys, exercises of soul which cannot be explained
on paper-they must be felt to be understood; and the passage which
has arrested our attention at this season exprosses the matter better than.
anything we have met with-" Yo have wept in the ears of the Lord."
True, the position which gave rise to the exp~'ession is of a different
character to that which we wish to dwell upon, for this weeping in the
ears of the Lord was that of peevish rebellion. The children of Israel loathed
the manna that the Lord had prepared for them, and lusted for flesh to,
eat. " We remember," they said, "the fish, which we did eat in Egypt
freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions,
and the garlick; but now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all,
besides this manna, before our eyes "-rebellion which, by the way, conveyBd two ialsehoods, for they certainly had not food in Egypt freely toeat, for Pharaoh took steps to minish and impoverish them, and nodoubt, to effect his purpose, while he increased thoir toil he lessened their'
food; and then again, their souls were not dried away through the manna
God had so graciously provided for them, yet this was their sinful assertion
which they "wept in the ears of the Lord." Beloved, it would be well:
for us if our weeping before Him never took; this form of peevish rebellion;
but, does it not do so when we quarrel with the dispensations of His,
l)rovidence, and become full of doubts and fears concerning the way?
But we want to come to a q.ifferent kind of "weeping in the ears of the
Lord" than the foregoing; such, for instance, as dear Hannah experienced!
_ l e Her adversary provoked her sore, for to make her iret," because shE}
had not ~er heart's desire. Ah! beloved, few there are of the Lord's
family who have not some secret heartfelt trial that, like Hannah, "makesthe?Jt fret,." and under it they have some fearful battlings with Satan,
while sometimes it wears out mind and body. Well, it is Hannah's Lord
one is driven to, and in the bitterness of her soul she prayed unto Him
and wept sore; but while part of her prayer might havl' been the outburst
of the hidden springs of desire that were welled up in her heart, it
appears, "as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli marked
her mouth," "f01' she 8pake in her heart,. only he?' lips moved, but her voice
was not !wat'd: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken. And Eli
VVlfA'l'
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nil! unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine
rom thee." Ah! upon this point how fearlessly could dear Hannah
moet the charge of the mistaken priest, and how emphatic her declaration,
" No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit; I have drunk neither
wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my Boul before the IJord;
.count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial, for out of the abundancc
of my complaints and grief have I spoken hitherto." This is what we
'refer to-such heartfelt struggles before the Lord that are going on within,
-even though the voice is not heard. Such negociations with heaven do
reach the ears of the Lord; and, after the night of sorrow, joy cometh in
the morning, bringing with it bright hope in the Lord.
So again was it with the anxious David, who knew so well what it was
to weep "in the ears of the Lord." True, his son had been an ungrateful,
wicked young man, but he was his flon still, and a father's heart yearned
over him, so that when tidings were brought to him that the Israelites
were sore smitten in the woods of Ephraim, his great concern was about
his son. " Is the young man Absalom safe?" and again, when a second
messenger arrives, his inquiry is still centred in the welfare of his son
- " Is the young man safe? And Cushi answered, The enemies of
-my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as
that young man is. And the king was much moved, and went up to the
-chamber over the gate, and wept: and as. he went, thus he said, 0 my
-son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee,
Absalom, my son, my ,son!" Joab chided the king for his grief, and
.said, "Thou hast shamed"this day the faces of all thy servants, which this
day have saved thy life." But neither Joab nor the people could assuage
David's sorrow, and, although to pacify them he put on a calm deportment,
'who but a tender-hearted father can understand what really passed in his
heart as he felt the true anguish of his painful loss? Truly did David
under this bitter trial weep "in tlte ears of tlte Lord." We have often
-·thought too of how dear Job passed through similar experience. His
sons went and feasted in their houses, everyone his day, and sent and
called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them, but Job sent
..and sanctified them, and ,rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt
offerings according to the number of them all, for Job said, "It may be
that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts; thus did Job
continually." Here was the anxious parent wrestling while his children
were feasting, and pleading with God for them while they wel'e reckless
-{)f themselves. But how augmented must that grief have been when the
·fourth messenger of misery came and said, "Thy sons and thy daughters
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house, and behold,
there came a great wind from the wilderness and smote the four corners
of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead, and I
only am escaped alone to tell thee." 0, how poignant must his grief
.have been when those three words fell upon his ears, "The.'! are dead.'''
-They must and did drive him to his God; and truly could it be said con-cerning poor affiicted Job, "Ye have wept in the ears of the Lord." So
it is secret trials give us secret errands to the throne, and the Lord is
. certainly by such means bringing His people to dependent simplicity. We
love David's heartfelt appeal to the Lord, the result of sanctified affiiction
--" Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I
·exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me. Surely I
-have behaved myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother: my soul is
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even as a weaned child." And the same nothingness in the hands of the'
Lord must have been felt by Paul when he said, "For our rejoicing i&
this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity,
not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world." And then, as well as this "secret crying" we
have mentioned as so aptly described in the expression, "Ye have wept
in the ears of the Lord," there is also the "8ecret cross" which is carried
before the Lord, and which induces oftentimes the crying; and few,
indeed, if any, of the Lord's dear people, are exempt from this. There
may be the placid countenance, and outwardly nothing to indicate the
burden within, and yet, if closely investigated, there is a cross that has
long been carried, and which is as a cankerworm at the root of happiness,
although grace may have quieted, and circulllstances shut it up in the·
heart; and, if we have not this cross in one way, we are sure to have it in
another; therefore it is well, when we think ours especially heavy, to seek
the fellowship of the saints. It is seldom that, in doing so, we do not
elicit from some tried sister or brother in the Lord sufficient to show us
that their cross is heavier than ours. One thing is certain, whatever themeasure of the trial, the measure of grace is sufficient to support under
it, and it is a great question if it were removed if the vessel would ever
become better rightod-yea, rather. whether the ballast taken out of the
hold would not cause her to be top-heavy and self-confident. "Settle her
well in the water" is a term applicable to the spiritual as well as the
temporal voyag·e.
There is another thing that is often a wonder to the Christian, as he
or she advances in the divine life, namely, the coldness that creeps over
the heart concerning spiritual things. Once the appetite for the word
was keen, the heart was warm, and the zeal was great; but now days
pass, and no particular promise is grasped; the cares of life seem to choke
the word. Well, this is far from being a desirable state to get into, and
should induce much wrestling at the throne of grace for a quickening of'
vital godliness within. Still, the very emptiness may not be without its
effects, and under it the Lord may be teaching us thereby our entire.
dependence upon Him, and taking out of us the dross of creature doings,
which was largely mixed up with our earlier experience.
We have been much struck with David's expression in that penitential
psalm of his, the 51st: "Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward parts:
and in the hidden part Thou shalt make me to know wisdom ;"-it seems
to convey such a reality in the work of grace, between the sinner and his
God-such an internal work of the Holy Spirit; and, though unable to
express to his fellow worm what one feels, he knows it is there, and the
Spirit witnesseth with his spirit that he is a child of God. There may
be the talking the truth, but this is feeling the truth; there may be the
visible church, of which you mayor may not be a member, but this is.
the kingdom of God within you-the hidden heart of man wrapt up in
Jesus, knowing and realizing that wisdom which centres itself in a true
knowledge of sin, and the way of life and salvation by Christ. Oh, dear
Lord, make reader and writer to know this" truth in the inward parts; "
and it must be the Lord to do it, for mark the expression, "Thou shalt
make me," We cannot make oUl'selves to know it, nor can education do··
it; it is a wisdom which comes dixect from the throne into the heart, and
is entirely the work of the Spirit of God. And then, further, upon these
heart struggles before the Lord, not a few are deeply exercised on account:

The Gospel Magazine.

127

thoir sins; and they think often of the abominable thing that God
hates, and they sigh, "How can it be that such a rebel can ever be saved?
lily sin is ever before me." ,Vell, tried one, upon this score, it is no
slight mercy to be led to abhor yourself on account of sin; it is an
invaluable testimony to true heirship. It is profitable to be tenderhearted on account of it; and, after all, though God forbid we should
make light of sin, it is the old Adam nature that is such a torment.
"rrhat which is born of God sinneth not." It is pure; it is holy; it is
another life, described so sweetly by the apostle: "Your life is hid with
Christ in God."
Well, so it is, beloved, that there is much in connection with the varied
trials and exercises of the Chl·istian's life that never comes out before his
fellow man; but Jesus hears and understands the unspoken anguished
l)rayer; and the mercy is, that He who alone hears can truly help. Our
Lord Himself, too, had seasons in His experiencE when He could do
nothing else but weep out His feelings in the ears of His Father:
"Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me." What a mixture
of strife and sorrow, struggling and submission, must have worked up
that fearful conflict in His heart, that should have made Him, under the
pressure of our sins, sweat great drops (clots) of blood, falling to. the
ground. Oh, when we think of His secret anguish before the Lord, we
may well feel our trials are but small and insignificant.
But we turn from our trials to ou.r trimJtplts; for, are there not with us,
before the Lord, tears of joy as well as weepings of sorrow? Oh, yes.
When the shepherds, following the star, came to Bethlchem, to see the
thing which had come to pass which the Lord had made known unto
them, "and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger,"
"they made known abroad tho saying which was told them concerning this
child," to the wonder and amazement of all who heard them. "But Mary
kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart." She wept her tears
of joy "in the ears of the Lord." Ah, dear reader, are such seasons
unknown to us? have there not been times when our joy in connection
with the revelation of Ohrist has been so precious that, though we should
.like to tell all about it to others, words and description fails us? We
can only keep these things, and ponder them within. Those very swoet
lines describe the state of experience we mcan" Nor were it wise, nor should I choose
Sucb secrets to declare;
Like precious wines, their taste they lose,
Exposed to open air."
And in connection with this secret exultation before the Lord, do
we not feel an ecstasy of delight when we think, What, and can it be
possible that shortly (and who can tell how shortly,) I shall behold Jesus,
and realise the fulfilment of His promise: "And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am
there ye may be also? " Oh, weak and weary one upon yonder bed of
affiiction, or tried one struggling amidst the difficulties of life, lay hold of
this sweet declaration, grounded upon covenant love, and rendered Certain
by covenant blood. David, though he must have felt his unworthiness, and
though the sins he committed even after knowledge of the Lord must have
caused ,him poignant grief, and shown him to the full the infirmity of the
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creature, yet could say, "As for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness;
I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness." Sweet hope-joyous
anticipation! And the poor erring Peter, who must have looked back upon
his denial of his Lord with the deepest bitterness of soul, could afterwards
with enviable assurance say: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ to an inheritanco incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away:" And Paul,
once the persecutor of the saints, whose days of unregeneracy must ever
have been vividly before him, could yet afterwards confidently and joyfully
exclaim, "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to
me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing." Reader, and
why not you? Pray to be thus a~sured and confirmed in the faith.
Neither David, Peter, or Paul could give themselves this assurance.
It must have been wrought in them by the power of the Holy Ghost. And
this is what ,ve want, as dear Hart sings:
"Hope in Christ the soul revives,
Supports the spirits when they droop;
Hope celestial comfort gives;
Bnt who can give us hope?"
Ah, truly, who indeed! No words of friends can give it-nor even can
the unapplied words of Scripture impart it-it must be the Holy Spirit's
work alone; and it is to Him we must look, and, blessed be His name, we
shall not look in vain. He magnifies His office to bestow it. " The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and joy
in the Holy Ghost." And, as well as this secret exultation before the Lord,
have we not the deepest cause, beloved, to weep out our gratitude before
Him? While I write, news have arrived that upwards of 300 of our
fellow-creatures have been engulphed in the mighty deE1P through the
collision off Dungeness-and here we are spared-with temporal blessings,
multiplied, and spiritual mercies bestowed! Ah, what cause we have to
be thankful that we know the Lord, that we have some measure of
assurance that we are His, that faith has grasped Him as our Saviour,
and that we are not unmin<lful of eternity! It would be well for us if
before Him we expressed our mercies' oftener, and our miseries less. There
is grace sufficient to dispel all gloom; and, if we viewed our spiritual
standing in Christ, we should surmount many a care that now gets the
uppermost of us when it ought not to do so. Oh think, dear reader, of that
time of quickening of soul when we did feel much concerning Jesus-think
ofthe grace given to bear up under that trial, when we were ready to sinkthink of the hundreds of ways in the past whoo we have proved Him
faithful, and say, should not thankfulness form the chief expressions of
our heart before the Lord. In conclusion, beloved, in the consideration
of these things, must we not unitedly look up to the throne of grace and
say, "Oh, God, we thank Thee that there is such a thing as living a life
before Thee that no power can rob us of--that we can unbosom our wants
and our woes in secret to Jesus, and tell Him all, finding in Him a Friend
that loveth at all times, and that' sticketh closer than a brother?' And,
though we may be whirled along amidst life's rush, make us to feel, dear
Lord, that our souls are in Thy keeping, and our better life realised fa!'
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nhove the surging eddyings of our mortal career. Keep us, we beseech
Thee, near Thy side. In placid confidence when any fresh trial upheaves
may we look up to the Prince of peace to stay the strife and calm the
waves of anxious thought. Waft us onwards, gracious Spirit, to the haven
of rest, and may we finally obtain an abundant entrance into Jesu's loved
presence, where 'the hidden life' will have its fruition in the upper life
within the veil, and our time weepings be turned into heavenly rejoicings.
.Grant this our prayer for Jesus' sake." And oh may such views of the reality
of our religion strengthen our faith! It was by these things the worthies
who have reached the heavenly shores before us lived; and they, like us,
have wept out their tears and their joys" in the ears of the Lord,"
and, beloved, in future steps veiled to us, but well known to Him,
"Let us tell Jesus, when life's weight of care
With all its toils and duties seems too great
For weak and fragile ones like us to bear,
No arm but His can fit us for the weight;
And when it wearies us, how sweet to rest,
And lose it all on the Beloved's breast."
Cheer up, reader, the moments we spend alone with Jesus are treasured
graspings, and there is that reality about such companionship that might
well assure us of our adoption.
TVansteaiJ.
G. C.

~ilBrim

lJ a~ers.

SUBSTITUTION.
"I DO not like the word 'substitution;' I prefer the strictly scriptural
word 'mediation;'" so spake an old divine of the old school, in collegiate honours a" double·first," and the author of many learned books.
Now, doubtless, he was but the representative of a numerous class, both
of ministers and people, in Church and Dissent, who do not like the word
substitution; though, probably, few of them could give a reason for their
<lislike. Not so the thoughtful and learned divine who thus expressed
his disapproval; his discerning and educated mind caught up at once all
the inferences that could be deduced from the important distinction
between substitution and mediation. But, say some objectors, is it not
a fact that the word is not found in Scripture? True; but neither iR the
word Trinity found in Scripture. Other terms might be named which
.are not Bible words, but contain Bible truths, and are accepted by ~ible
students, who find the substance of the term scattered through Scripture,
and the same idea expressed in few or more words, the meaning of which
ls conveyed in one only.
The idea most annex to the term mediation is intervention between
two offended parties, with power on both sides to accept or reject proposals of peace. Christ appears on earth as Mediator, to make conditions
{)fpeace between God and man; each perform their part, and God helps
those that help themselves. This is the religion of Christendom; this is
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man's carnal notion of the Mediator between God and men, the Man
Ohrist Jesus. Bnt, if we take the case as it stands, and view man as dead
in trespasses and sins, by nature a law breaker, and incapable, by nature
01' in grace, to perform any condition, great or small, move a step toward
God, or do ono single act to bring about or confirm amity with God, then
the matte!' is altored; something more than mediation is needed. Theremust be reparation for a broken law, justice must be satisfied, the attributes of Deity must be honoured and openly vindicated. And here shines
forth in all its glory the doctrine of substitution, which is a change of
place with the sinner, and exalts the infinite perfection of the work of
the Lord. Ohrist. Luther, in his comment upon Galatians, thus expresses
this weighty subject :-" The word mediator properly signifieth such au
one as does the office of a mediator between the party that is offended
and the offender. We are the offenders. God, with His law, is He'
which is offended, and the offence is such that God cannot pardon, neither
can we satisfy for the same; therefore, between God and us, there is
wonderful discord. Moreover, God cannot revoke His law; but He will
have it observecl and kept; and we, which have transgrossed the law,
cannot fly from the presence of God. Ohrist, therefore, hath set Himself
a Mediator botween two which are quito contrary, and separated asundel'
with an infinite and everlasting separation, and hath reconciled them
together. And how hath He done this? TIe hath put away the handwriting which was against us; He hath fastened it to His cross; He
hath spoiled principalities and powers, and hath made a show of
them 'openly, triumphing over them by Himself." Here we have
the office of the Mediator and the actings of the subst.itute-" The
offended dies, to set the offender free." God cannot acquit the guilty
at the expense of His justice; hence the worth and the weight of Ohrist's
office as Mediator rests upon the fact of His work in substitution, This
takes in and includes the eternal union of the Ohurch in Jesus, the
covenant purpose of the Trinity in Unity, to effect salvation for the
Ohurch, as fallen in Adam; and the gracious act of the Son of God,
in taking upon Him the nature of that Ohurch, being made like unto
His brethren in all things, sin only excepted; and in th6ir room and
stead rondering to God unsinning obedience to His broken law, and
fulfilling for them all righteousness, as their Surety; standing in their
law place to satisfy the claims of justice, and in all acts of Gospel
obedience as their Representative to God, fulfilling all righteousness.
The office of a surety is well understood in the common affairs of life.
The surety, 01' substitute, is answerable for all the demands that law and
justice would otherwise claim from the individual who stood upon his own
responsibility. Thus is it spiritually-there is an exchange of position; the
Saviour takes the sinner's place, suffers all that was his just desert, and
the believer, by virtue of Ohrist's suretyship engagements, enters into,
all the benefits and blessedness of salvation, ultimate and present-holy
as He is holy, righteous as He is righteous, without blame before God,
unreproveable, unrebukeable. Such, Scripture tells us, is the position
of all those for whom Ohrist, as Surety, has undertaken to redeem and to
save. But wherein lies the reason for the general dislike to this expressive tel'm, substitution? Because it speaks exclusiveness, it declares.
limitation; all debtors have not a surety, all recruits do not find a substit:ute. Such a case is an exception. It is rare when a man come~
forward in the spirit of the anciont patriarch on behalf of his brother,
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who said, "I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require
him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me
'voar tho blame for ever." Or of David, who said, concerning Israel,
i' Let Thine hand, I pray Thee, 0 Lord my God, be on me, and on my
father's house; but not on Thy people, that they should be plagued.'"
Here we have substitution in its special and beneficial form, which illustrates the work of Jesus for and on behalf of His Ohurch. But this
doctrine is offensive, because the nature and work of suretyship is exclusive, distinctive, and conveys the meaning to the mind of peculiar benefits.
resulting therefrom; which dashes to bits the general scheme of the
multitude, which sets up the doctrine of universal redemption, upon
which is based the great leading errors of our day.
We welcome with gladness a small publication % upon this most impOl-tant and fundamental truth, the substitution of Ohrist. It has already
gone through two editions, and we have heard with much thankfulness
that blessing has attended the perusal to not a few of God's people. The·
great lack in our day, amongst those who hold the truth, is the want of
boldness in setting forth doctrines that are unpalatable to the natural
mind. The prophet of old described them thus, 'I SO they wrap it up."
There is a oertain kind of experience-an enclosure of truth in a gilded
pill of love, and union, and sympathy, and sweetness-that keeps in the",
background all the doctrines that ever did and ever will. give offence to
the carnal mind. True, there is nothing wrong said, or, it may be, even
intended; but there is so much hidden that the ohildren of God are left
uninstructed as to divine truth and foundation mercies, and are, there. fore, ready dupes to all sorts of error. Now this valuable little treatise
is clear and sound upon all the bearings of the great fundamental
doctrine of' substitution; nor can we do better for the encouragement of
our readers to oirculate this weighty little book than give an extract,
which is a fair sample of the whole : "ANSWEHS TO THE PHINeIPAL OllJEeTIONS UHGED AGAINST THE DOCTRINE.
O:F THE SUllSTITUTION OF CHmST FOR HIS PEOPLE.

" I enter with great reluctance upon this chapter, because my object is·
truth, and not discussion; but experience has taught me that the truth I
have been endeavouring to state in plain and unmistakable words, is one
that almost always raises objectors, and is seldom allowed to pass unchallenged. However, in undertaking the defence of this doctrine, I do
not hope so much to convince the enemies of it, as t.o show those whowould gladly accept it, that the objections usually urged against it have
no real weight. And here it must be observed that it is not so much the·
doctrine of substitution itself that is denied, as the other truth, which
alone gives this doctrine any value, namely, the truth of particular
redemption. 'rhere are multitudes who not only accept the fact of the
substitution of Ohrist, and will even speak of it as a fundamental doctrine,
who nullify it by saying that He died for the whole human race.
" I say deliberately that such an assertion and such a view nullifies itself.
This view either leads to universal salvation or to nothing. How could I
say that my hope of salvation rests upon the fact that Jesus Ohrist bore
my sins upon the cross, if I also believe that He bore the sins of the lost?
'" Substit'lltion: by the Rev. Hely H. Smith, Rador of Tansley, Matlock. London
F. Davis, Chapter House, St. Paul's. Price oll.
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If I believe that ITe satisfied the Divine justice for those whose eternity
is to be spent with the devil and his angels, what comfort is it for me to
be told that He satisfied Divine justice also for me? If His substitution
-does not avail to save all for whom it was intended, what guarantee have
I that it will avail for 1I1e? It is evident my ground of hope must rest in
-something ebe, and that something- else too must rest in myself, if Christ
has done all lIe could equally for all. It seoms to me to be an undeniable
proposition that If that which is intended for' all does not avail for all, t't
·ojJers security to none.

"The grounds of objection to the idea of a limited atonement are:" First, there are a few passages of Scripture which are apparently inconsistent with it, and these are brought forward as conclusive evidence that
it is not true.
" Secondly, it is said. that such an idea is inconsistent with the character
of God, and is a cold and cruel creed, repulsive and discouraging.
"l propose to deal with the first, first; the second is of minor importance,
for as creatures we must bow to God's own relation of His own dealings,
.and not presume to say that what He has revealed of Himself is at
variance to the estimate we should form of His oharacter. But, if God's
·(}wn Word is really antagonistic to any truth, we must relinquish it at
once.
Anyone who has had the patience to read this little book oarefully so
far, will see that the whole of the arguments have been clrawn from
.scripture. It is Scripture, not reason, that teaches the doctrine of substitution. Such a wondrous conception as the eternal Son of the eternal
-God dying in behalf of His own creatures, and those creatures not only
sinful but rebellious, was far too vast and astounding to have entered the
mind of an arohangel. Therefore it is Scripture, not reason, that teaches
this doctrine, but Scripture and reason unite in asserting that such a
substitution must and will avail for every individual for whom it was
made. The Scriptures, we havo seen, teach the great truth in type, but
all the types as clearly as they proclaim substitution, so clearly do they
proclaim that it was only intended for favoured individuals, and availed
for none others. Adam was not deceived. He stoopecl to share his
partner's misery, and he it was who was called to account, and Eve was
sheltered behincl him, because he, as her husband, answered for her. So
-Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for her lJ7rEp almjt;. It may
indeed be said that there was no exclusiveness in Adam's defence, because
there was no one else but Eve for him to answer for. True, but Eve was
a type of the Church, and the Church only. Abel recognized the necessity
.of a vicarious sacrifice, but it was only available for himself, not for Cain.
The ark pore on its roof, its sides, the pitiless outpourings of God's wrath
against sin. But who were sheltered in the temporal ark? Not the
whole world, but only eight souls. If this was a type of Jesus bearing •
the wrath of God in the stead of others, what does it teach, universaf or
particular substitution?
" lsaac was saved by the ram caught in the thicket by his horns. This
ram was instead of lsaae; and of lsaac only, lsaac being a type of the
Church-' In lsaac shall thy seed be called.'
"And now, supported by this great weight of Scripture authority, I am
in a position to meet the texts that are brought forward as being conclusive
on the other side of the argument.
"The strongest of these is to be found in 1 Timothy ii. 3, 4, 6: "God

"
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our Saviour; who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the'
knowledge of the truth; for there is one Meditator between God and
man, the Man Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself a ransom for all." These
words do appear strong, and are often brought forward as putting an end.
to all argument. Their force, however, lies in the meaning of the word
all, which here evidently means exactly the same as it does in John xii. 3,
'I if.I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men u.nto me.' The·
, all' used by Jesus m'ust be of limited signification, because all men were
not drawn to believe on Jesus when He was lifted upon the cross, nor have
they been drawn when He has been lifted up in the preaching of the GospeL
To the Greeks the preaching of the cross was foolishness; to the Jews a.
stumbling-block. When Isaiah lifted up Christ, he said, 'Who hath
believed our report? ' When the Apostle lifted Him up, 'some believed
the things that were spoken, and Bome believed not.' Scripture and
experience prove that it is not true that Jesus, when lifted up, draws all
mankind to Him. The 'all' is limited there. It is limited in 1 Tim. ii.
4, 6; and this is the limitation given by Christ' Himself, 'All that the
Baiher giveth me shall come unto me.' God's wills are not feeble,
ineffectual longings; His wishes are edicts. His will is law. 'He will
have all to be saved,' and so they will; 'and to come to a knowledge of
the truth,' and so they shall. But was it His will that all m{mkind should
come to a knowledge of the truth? Had it been, He could have spoken
from heaven; He could have sent forth legions of Pauls and Peters; nor
would it have been left on record, 'And when they essayed to go into
Bithynia, the Spirit suffered them not.' All that God willed to be brought
to a knowledge of the truth were brought. Now, a man of Macedonia,
in a vision, appears to Paul, saying, 'Come over to Macedonia, and help
us,' because Lydia and Philippian jailor and bousehold, and the children
of God who were to compose tho Churches of Philippi and 'l'hossalonica,
and Berea were there. At l:\-nothel' time the same Apostle is constrained
to dwell in the licentious city of Corinth, a most unpl'omising field for
his labours, because God had much people in that city who were among
the all that God willed should be saved and brought to a knowledge of
the truth.
"Thus, iHhe types which I brought forward to establish the doctrine of
substitution itself, are to be accepted as trustworthy ones, they not
only establish that doctrine in its more generally accepted universal form,
but they also established it as only intended for, and only effectual for
certain individuals. AmI all the direct statements of Scripture on the
subject confirm the same view, and indeed are inconsistent with any
other.
" Isaiah says in very significant terms (lviii. 11), 'By His knowledge'
shall my righteous Servant [Christ] justify MANY, for He shall bear
their iniquities.' And again (verse 12), 'He bare the sin of MANY,' no
contradiction, as we shall see presently to that other statement (verse 6),
, The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.'
" J eSUB said, 'I lay down my life for the sl,ecp.' Not for the goats, not
for the wolves, not for the swine, not for the dogs, not for the foxes, not
for the vipers, not for the children of the devil, but for the sheep. 'Behold
I send you forth,' He says to His Apostles, 'as lambs in the midst of
wolves.' Had He laid down His life for the wolves, He would have had.
little claim to the title of the Good Shepherd.
"Again, Jesus said in very aignificant terms, that the' Son of Man came.-
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to give His life a ~'ans(\m for many.' Then see His own commentary on
these words: 'Other sheep I have, not of this fold, them also I must
bring' Again, in the outpouring of His heart in those solemn words in
John seventeenth, 1';'hich might well be called the true' Lord's prayer;'
speaking of the eleven, He says, 'I pray for tlw1n, I pray not /O?' tlw world,
but for them which 'rhou hast given me.' And, further on, 'Neither
pray I for these (the Apostles) alone, but for them also which shall believe
on me through their word.' No word of prayer, observe.
"But this verse is very strong, and seems to touch the very point in
question. ' Who gave himself a ransom for ALL.' But, observe, Jesus
said for many, not for all. Which is to be accepted as our guide to the
truth? Undoubtedly, the words of Jesus. But it is objected, 'Not so,
for all is more decisive than many.' 'All' may include 'many,' but
'many' cannot include 'all.'
This is only a sophism; the reverse is
prftctically the case. When Jesus said, 'I lay down my life a ransom
for many,' He necessarily excluded the idea of all. In common conversation, the word all only includes those concerned in the matter in
question, and very seldom means all mankind; but the word 'many'
always excludcs the idea of all. Thus, suppose a person were to tell us
that a vessel had gone down in the open sea, but that many of the crew
were saved, we should at once recognize that the narrator meant to imply
that all the crew were not saved. To think he meant all, when he said
many, would be a slur upon his veracity. Did Jesus mean all when He
said many? And when we afterwards heard our informant· add, they
Wl7re all saved by the life-boat, though the word all was used, we should
see at once that it only referred to the many that werc saved, and not to
the whole ship's company. When Jesus said many, he meant many, not
. all. When Paul said all, he meant all the mallY of whom Jesus spoke,
who might also be called all, because there are included in the Gospel-net
persons of all countries, ages, kindreds, peoples, creeds, and denominations;
and when Isaiah, in the before-quoted fifty-third chapter, says, 'God
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all,' he 1ad the same limitation in
view, as he proves by using the word 'many' twice in the same chapter
.and in a similar connection.
"But the use of the word every, as well as the word all, iu various
passages, is used to support the view that the substitution of Ohrist was
intended to be of universal application; for instance (Heb. ii. 9), 'That
He should taste death for every man.' If this were to be taken strictly,
it would teach ttniversaZ salvation rather than teniversaZ redemption,· for, of
('ourse; if Ohrist positively taf;lted death for every man, no man would
have to taste it for himself. The meaning of the expression can only be
that every man who shall escape eternal death, will escape it by Ohrist
having tasted it for him. But is the word 'every' ever used in a limited
sense? For an answer, let us turn to 001. i. 23-' The Gospel, which
was preached to every creature which is under heaven.' It cannot be
maintained that the' every' in this passage, though in so strong a
·connexion, can be taken in its universal acceptation. See again 1 Cor. iv. 5
._' Therefore judge nothing before the time until the Lord comes, who
will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make
manifest the counsels of the hearts, and then shall every man have praise
·of God.' But overy man, in the universal sense, will not bave praise of
God; for Ohrist will say to some, 'Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.'
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'l'ho conclusion, then, with regard to the objections drawn from Scripovorthrow the truth I have been contending for is, that they are
undod on one or two isolated passages which have to be weighed not
nly n.gainst the whole tenour of Scripture teaching, but also against a
\mmber of passages which distinctly declare the opposite view; also, that
thoso isolated passages in question can only be made to support the idea
f the universal intention of the atonement, by taking the words all and
ver'IJ in their widest signification, whereas, in other parts in the Word of
God, these words must necessarily be taken in a limited sense."
11

1"'0 to

FATHERLY CHASTISEMENT.
A LITTLE incident was named to me to-day of which I am anxious others,
as well as myself, should have the benefit. The narrator stated that,
when he was a child, his father was about to correct a young brother for
some misbehaviour; but, before he raised his little petticoats to inflict
upon his naked body some two or three smart smacks, he took him in his
arms, and warmly embraced him. That act (my friend intimated) had
never been lost sight of by him, although little, if anything, short of
sixty years had passed away since it occurred. It had opened to him in
such a forcible way the 12th of Hebrews, touching upon the character of
a wise and loving Father's chastisement of His children. Ah, dear
reader, what a key do a fathCl"s feelings give to the character anu
dealings of our God! Aro we, at timos at least, in doubt about the
way TIe leads UB, and deals with us? Lot us think for a moment of what
used to Becm to us so mysterious, in rcgard to our parents' treatment.
How afton we misjudged them. How froquentlywe thought this 01' that
was unkind or inconsiderate. How differont our conclusion now! Moreover, what light do our own feelings as parents, and our own present
mode of action, throw upon the former conduct and course of those loved
ones whose treatment we were so ready to call into question? Who but
a parent can do anything like justice to such Scriptures as (len. xxxvii.
;};j-38; 2 Sam. xii. 16; xviii. 33; 1 Kings, iii. 26; 2 Kings, iv. 1;
27,28; Ps. ciii. 13, 14; Is. xlix. 14,15; Jer.iii.19;'xx.,'"i. 20; Matt.
-vii. 9-11; xv. 21-28; Mark v. 22-25 ; 35-42; ix. 17-27; Luke vii.
12-15; John iv. 46-53; Heb. xii. 5-11? Reader, turn, I pray you,
to these several portions; and, if God the Holy Ghost is pleased to apply
them, they will amply repay you for the searching out and pondering
upon them. It is such a gracious and condescending act upon the part
(If our God that He should adopt figures and illustrations so familiar
to us in our every-day,life, in order to set forth His great love to, interest
in, and tender sympathy with such poor fallen creatures as we are. In
,the contemplation of such boundless goodness and mercy, we may well
.exclaim, with the blessed Watts" Oh, for such love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break;
And all·harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."

D. D.
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OUR FATHER'S PRESENCE.-PSALM XLVI. 7.
(By the Author of" Tears of the Pilgr·ims.")
"THE God of Jacob is our refuge." So spake David. Now, refuge"
implies danger and trial, and our life l~ere is made up of this. We often..
feel to need some refuge in the weary, stormy hours of this mortal life.
Sometimes the fiery darts of the wid.ed one, like poisoned arrows, fly
around us; and, like some fiery Jehu, who" drives his chariot furiously,"
Sat(tn pursues the poor Ohristian to the utmost border. Like" theavenger of blood," who pursued the poor manslayer right up to the door
of the refuge, so Satan acts towards those who are" the Lord's anointed
ones." But in the refuge he is safe. Then, too, there are "daily
worries;" "manifold temptations;" "thorns in the flesh;" "messengers
of Satan to buffet us ;" and gathering storm-clouds, which grow darker
every hour, till they threaten destruction, and we are compelled to cry
out, " W7wn I am overwl~elmed, lead me to the rode that is higher than I! "
Yes, my brflthren, such a life, full of trial, tribulation, and danger;.
therefore we need a refuge. Who does not?
Note that the troubled soul must have rest and refuge somewhere.
There is a point beyond which it cannot go without rest and refuge;
for, when overwhelmed with trouble, it will find refuge in one of two
courses-either in the "mighty God of J acob," or else in the dark refugeof self-destruction! This needs no proof. Past history and present
observation corroborate the statement. Look now at the contrast of twocharacters. Here is a good man, whose God is the Lord, and whose trust
is in the God of Israel. All things appear to be against him. He has
bodily ill-health, prolonged domestic affliction, adversity in business,
darkness of soul, weakness of faith, prevalence of doubt, and worried by
Satan, till he is compelled to exclaim, "Oh wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from this body of sin and death?" Now, what does hedo? First, he "stands still;" then he casts himself, as a poor helpless
one, at the feet of Infinite Mercy, and then ho hears a voice that falls
upon his soul like the music of the skies, "Fear not, worm J acob, I am
with thee; be not dismayed, I am thy God," &c. "I, the Eternal God,
am thy refuge; and underneath are the Everlasting Arms!" Then, ob.
then, this weary storm-tossed soul exclaims, "The Lord of Hosts is with.
me; the God of J acob is my refuge." Is it not so? But now mark the
other char'lcter. Here is a man who is "without God, without hope in.
the world," whose" trust is a spider's web;" he also is "brought low."
His poor body is worn down with disease, his family are afflicted, his
business is bankrupt, the past is chequered, the present is dark ancl
perplexed, the future-the dreaded future-is impenetrable! He sees
no "bow in the cloud," no "star of hope" rising on the dark brow of
night-" all, all is darkness!" Now, what does he do? He hears no·
voice to cheer his weary heart, feels no invisible hand lifting him up in.
his weakness. No;" refuge fails him," no "man cares for his soul,"
and the dark cloud of despair begins to descend, and covers him with its
awful shade; and then he rushes impetuously to self-destruction, and
finds his refuge in the "blackness of darkness for ever!" What a contrast! In the one case, "the name of the Lord is a strong tower; the
righteous runneth into it, and is safe;" in the other, self-destruction,
" the refuge of' lies," invites the despairing soul, and it rushes to "perdition !" What a mercy to have "the God of J acob" for our refuge!
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A FEW THOUGHTS FOR THE TEMPTED.

" For this thing I besought the Lora thrice."-2

CORINTHIANS

xii. 8.

o yOlt know that kneeling man, my tempted brother? You have often
wished to be more like Paul-so I want you to look at Paul just as we find
him now. "But where that patience, that courage, that faith? "you
enquire; "I know Paul was a warrior; but to me he has always appeared
the triumphant victor-ever surrounded by foes, but evel' on his feet." Yet
this man is well-nigh overcome-despondency is stamped on every
feature. You say, "Ah, my dear friend, might you have followed Paul
through all the intricacies of private life, you would have seen a much
closer resemblance between his experience and that of yourself, than you
see now." I suppose it had never entered into your mind that "the
brazen heaven," "the iron earth," "the returned prayer," and
"the fainting spirit" were known to him. But, take another look
at him. DJ you know that being who stands over him as he kneels?
.Just watch the motions of the latter awhile. Can you read the letters in
that book which he holds before Paul's eyes? "Ask, and ye shall have."
For everyone that asketh has. Why acts he thus? 'l'he devil (for it is
the devil) reminding Paut of his Master's promises? But would you
know the secret? Listen, then, to those thoughts that are now rising
to speak inside the Apostle's breast.
You have asked, Paul, and
you have not had. The fabric of all your hope was built on the "Vord
of God; and now experience proves that its foundation is shifting. Say
they: "Ah, my dear fl'iend, you never thought that Paul was tempted to
believe his God unfaithful." J3ut, depend upon it, Paul has felt the force
of Apollyon's arm (!uite as paiafully as you have-has been as low in the
dust as ever you have. You thought that the hissiag voi<;e which asks
you so oftea, "'vVhere is now thy God?" was oaly known to you and
David~that temptation to believe in God as a dead God was only felt by
you and Luther; but next time these conceits are found in your breast
just refer them to Paul, as kneeling for the third time he finds the heavens
as obdurate to his prayer as at the fil'st, and his only apparent answer a visit
from Satan, to sow in his mind the seeds of distrust against his God.
But is this the only answer to his prayer? Has God failed to heal' His servant's cry? Will He leave him to be the helpless object of Satan's fiendish
mirth? No;" the Word" is sure, the answer must come-yes, and it
does come. Now then, not only the "messenger," but Satan himself,
shall be removed, the thorn extracted, and the Apostle delivered.
But what? Satan is put to flight certainly, and yet the "messenger"
and the" thorn" remain. How short of Paul's expectations that simple
answer: "My grace is sufficient for thee." Is it though? Paul is
contented with it, if you are not; and now possessing that knowledge
which accompanied the answer-now beholding the "needs-be " for
the trial-I very much doubt if you could bribe him to part with it at all.
"I will glory 'in my infirmities" is his song now. And why, my
impatient brother or sister, may not the same answer suffice for you '?
For shame, drive off that lying idea, which would tell you that our Father
suffers His children to be tried for no other end than His o\\n pleasure.
Let fathers of our flesh act after this manner. He chastens "fur OUl'
profit." "But the thorn is so sharp," you say. Is it though? Dopend
upon it, that it is not sharper than needed. As a Physician, Oul' Father
M
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studies the health of His patient-not the whims of the palate. As a'
Refiner, He kindles a fire to purify the metal, not for His own amusement;
and both the bitterness of the medicine and the heat of the fire shall b~
increased till they effect His own loving purpose. But you faint beneath.
the trial? Then think of that answer once more, and think of the
truth of Him who speaks it: "My grace is sufficient." ,Veak as you are,
you shall not faint, and fainting, shall not die. But, as you speak
of fainting, lest ye be weary and faint in your mind, "consider
Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself. You
have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin." Why, my friend,.
you have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as untochildren: "Despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint
when you are rebuked of Him." But where have I got to? I began with
2 Cor. xii., and here I am in Hebrews xii. Well, I will not go back again..
now, and I will tell you why; I am just looking at that first verse
of the chapter, and, in imagination, I am asking questions of some among
that cloud of witnesses. Oh, my harassed, if you think you 'are alone in
being brought low by trial and temptation, just seek, in some quiet hour,
to hold converse with these; and you will find that everyone of them,
without exception, has passed through just the same tribulation as you
are passing through now-that, after all, "you are travelling home to
God in the way your fathers trod."
Take courage, then, and know that while it has never been covenanted
that you shall escape the flood and the fire-the battle and the storm-yet it is indeed written that when you pass through these your God shall
be with you; your strength shall be proportioned to your day, and joyinfusing, doubt-dispelling thought, divine grace shall be sufficient for
you, for thus saith your God, "My grace is sufficient for thee."

J. E.

LUMELL.

REPENTANCE FROM SIN.
WHAT is it? To dread the wrath of God? to have a conscience accusing
us? to fear we are doomed to everlasting woo? No! A sinner, with aU
these terrors upon him, so far from hating and grieving over his sin, will
rather feel bitter enmity against God Himself, dreading His righteous
displeasure; whilo, all the time, he in his heart loves his sins, and would
be very glad indeed if he mig-ht be allowed to indulge his lusts without
interruption. "The law worketh wrath," reveals the holy wrath of the
Holy One; and, awful to think, under the discovery, hatred of God and
His law boils up in the sinner's alarmed soul. A condemned criminal
trembles at his sentence, and hates the judge, but not his own sin; and,
were he given his freedom, would do the same, or worse, again.
But when" the set time to favour Zion is come," and faith and hope
are given in the crucified Saviour, oh, what a ohange!
"My sins, oh, how black they appear,
When in that deal' bosom they meet!"

I often think that these two lines express in a few words my experience.
I once heard It good old minister say, "There is no place where sin gets
such a death-blow as at the cross of Christ." I can set my seal that thisis true.
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"Then beneath the cross adoring,
Sin does like itself appear;
When the wounds of Christ exploring,
I can read my pardon there."
humbly venture to hope I have been enabled so to do, by faith of the
peration of God the Holy Spirit; and, at the ,same time, I can say with
onfidence I get my repentance fi:om sin. Oh, to think what the dear
Saviour suffered in the garden aud on the cross! and to think that it was
all to atone for the sins of His beloved people! " The Lord hath laid on
'11111 the iniquity of us all." And, above all, to have even a degree of
hope that it was for me! To think of Erskine's words,"His hand the ponderous globe does prop,
This weight ne'er made Him sweat a drop;
But when sin's load upon Him lies,
He falls and sweats, and groans and dies!"
'What a mystery! what an unfathomable deep! And now, shall I continue in sin? . God forbid! The cursed sin that caused my Saviour that
unutterable anguish of spirit, that agony of body, shall I again indulge
it? Abhorred be the thought! N ay, at these times of love, I can say
of sin, "It is the only thing I hate." If I could, I would for ever be
free from every sinful thought; yea, I have only one trouble left-that
sin will still cleave to me, that I must carry this body of sin and death to
the grave, and that it is, and will be unalterably, the same vile body t(}
the end of my days. But I shall be free from it in heaven! Ah,sight of Jesus as He is
,Vill strike all sin for ever dead! "

~'One

Yes, and even in this life,"Of His glory, every recent glance
Makes sin decay, and holiness advance."
Not that I expect perfection in the flesh. Alas! when Christ hides His
holy face, I find the old nature still the same.
Come, then, Thou blessed, holy Jesus, "Thy' countenance let me often
/:loe ;" for this it is that gives me I!oed repentance from sin; yea, 8weet
ropontance; for it is sweet to weep at the foot of Thy cross; yea, might
L choose my death, I would there "weep my soul away to everlasting
llliss, and never, never sin to all eternity."
A YOUNG DISCIPLE.

MOSES AND NEBO.
are times in our life in which the believer has some glimpses of
!tOllven ere he departs. God had called Moses up into Mount Pisgah, to
tILleO a view of the lovely land he had hoped for so many long years to have
made his home of rest. And no doubt, from that lofty pinnacle, the yet
'll1ulimmed eyes of Israel's law-giver viewed with peculiar interest the
lllaills of the Jordan, the lovely valley of J ezreel, the flowery fields of
M2
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Sharon, the lofty hills of N aphtali, and perhaps even the sea-coasts of
Zebulon-a pleasing view, yet only a glimpse, and lie iG gone! But is
there no spit'ilual lesson h~re? Yes, there is. For there are some
occasions in our pilgrim-life on earth when we can get some sweet and
blessed glimpses of the heavenly Canaan. This world, to the believer,
is too often like the waste, howling wilderness, and the plains of Moab.
But, us thcre were lofty elevations, long mountain ranges, the hills of
Abarim, in the wild Moabitish plains, so there are, to the believer,
certain states of mind, feeling, and circumstances, in which the eye of
faith-that undimmed vision of the higher life-sees, with eagle sight, far
beyond the dark mists which rise up from the Moab-plains of earth,
"Jerusalem that is above," "the heavenly Canaan," "the land that is
very far off," "the home of the blest!" My brethren, is it not even
so? Have '!JOlt not had in your earthly life these occasional seasons of
spiritual elevation, when your soul has been lifted up on to· some
spiritual Pisgah ?-when your soul has been so full of Christ and His
11recious grace-your heart so happy an'1 joyous-your faith so strong
and vigorous, and your hope so bright and sunny-that, like Balaam,
but with a botter hope, you have said, "From the top of the rocks I
see him?" Your heart has then been so full that it has burst into a
song like this :"My happy soul would stay
In such a. framc as this,
And sit a,nd sing hel'self away
To everlasting bliBs."
Dear brethren, "fellow-heirs in the grace of life," may it be our
blessed portion often to have these sweet glimpses of the heavenly
Canaan. They will prepare us to "depart." They will wean us from
"this present evil world;" they will make us better Christians; and,
when we come to die, with a feeling akin to that which filled the sanctified soul and the consecrated heart of the aged and devout Simeon,
we shall exelaim, in life's last hour, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy
servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen
Thy salvation."
.
A PILGRIM.
FAITH AND ITS EVIDENCES.
HEBItmVS

"i. 1.

FAITH is the Holy Spirit's bl'eath
The new-born soul respires,
When quickened out of Nature's death
To spiritual desires.
Faith is the evidence of lifeThe life itself is He
vVho carries on faith's constant strife
To perfect victory.
By faith the soul enjoys a peace
The world can ne'er affol'd;
While hope, and love,. and joy increase
In Christ its risen Lord.
By faith the Christian soldier wears
The panoply of war,
The brunt of daily battles bears,
And many a conflict sore.
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Search me, 0 God, and try my reins;
Oh, prove my heart and say
Within me if the love remains
Of any wicked way.
Look well for me, that I may know
That, trusting, Lord, in Thee,
The everlasting way I go
My Father's face to see.
Have we like precious jaith with those
Of old of whom we read,
Who with God's people rather chose
Affiietion, p,tin, and need
Than all the pleasures sin can give;
And joyed His cross to bear,
In hope of His reward to live,
His recompense to share?
They passed through tribulation's flood,
The kingdom to obtain,
And. sin resisting unto blood,
Were tortured, torn, and slain.
They knew that all must work for good,
Whatever might befal,
To those who in God's purpose should
Obey the heavenly call.
The Lord permits tIle tempter's art
His people's faith to try;
And trollbles from a sinful heart:
But He is standing by.
He heats the fU]"J):Lee bn t to purge
The ~old from :tll its dross;
'Tis all in love, tile l!':.Lther's seourgeTrue faith can fcar no loss.
Nor passive was their faith alone,
Their God they did confess;
And to tIle world their works were known
As wrought in righteousness.
They waxCd valiant in the fight,
Their weakness turned to strength,
Made more than conq'rors through His might,
They reached their home at l~ngth,
The evidence of things unseen,
Substantiating hope,
Faith showed them that whereon to lean,
And did not blindly grope.
At times their faith did laugh and sing,
At others moan and sigh;
At morn would joyful trophies bring,
At even sink and die.
They knew the enemy's device
To turn their eyes asideFrom Him their trust of faith entieeAmidst the trees to hide.
They did not fondly deem it wise
Each passing frame to note,
And thus their faith to idolize,
And on their grief to dote.
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Whate'er their frame, or cold or hot,
Their eyes were on the Lord;
Their faith might change-He changed notHe was their sure reward.
They loved their Lord, they loved His law
They kissed their Father's rod;
To them the Spirit witness born
'£hat they had pleased God.
Then may their faith enkindle ours,
Their love our hearts inflame;
Not lessened are the Spirit's powers,
His mercies are the same.
A martyr band ye stand around,
To cheer us on our way;
Your feet have trod the self·same ground,
Your faith has won the day.
Through faith a good report ye gained,
By works your faith was shown;
Thus much assurance ye obtainedYe know as ye are known.
Oh, blessed throng! Oh, glorious train!
Your palms of victory wave!
With you wc laud a Saviour slain,
His perfect Church to save!
(The late) T. B. L.
Linclfielcl.
[Written shortly before his death.]
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THE OROWN JEWELS OF JEHOVAH.
SECOND LECTURE ON THE HIGH PRIEST'S DRESS, BY THE HON. AND REV.
SAMUEL WALDEORAVE, LATE mSHOP OF OARLISLE, MARcn 4TH, 1846.
" The Lord their God shallsav8 them in that day as the flock of His people:
for they sl!all be as the stones of a crown."-ZEOHARIAH ix. 16.
UPON each shoulder of the high priest was a precious stone, set in gold.
These stones were not plain, for upon them were deeply engraven the
names of the twelve tribes of Israel. Upon the breast of the high priest
were other precious stones, twelve in number; these likewise were all set
as jewels are wont to be, and bound to the stones upon his shoulders by
golden chains. Moreover, by a lace of blue, they were bound to his ephod.
They were all different in colour, in transparency, in rarity; yet all were
precious stones (see Ex. xxviii. 17-20) all were carefully polished, and
upon each was deeply engraven the name of on9 of the sons of J acob.
Wl;J.erefore did Aaron always bear upon his shoulders, and upon his
heart, these precious stones marked with the names of the tribes of
Israel? (verses 12, 29.) Aaron appeared with incense before Jehovah as'
the representative ofHir;; people, and therefore, rising above the ephod,
were to be seen first and foremost their names whose high priest he was.
Bi'ethren, who can fail to see in this" the Apostle and High Priest
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lwofossion, Christ Jesus," presenting His Church before the throne
is Father? Truly, as the stones were precious stones, so are the people
the Lord very precious in His sight. Truly, as they were set in gold,
nd bound with chains of gold, so are the people of God "kept by the
)Owor 01" God through faith unto salvation" (1 Pet. i. 5).
Moreover, as the jewels were borne upon Aaron'sshoulders, and placed
upon his heart, so are the elect of God up-borne by the everlasting arms,
nd cherished by the tender sympathy of everlasting love. Again, as all
the stones, the two, and the twelve, reposed, if I may so speak, upon the
gold, the scarlet, the purple, the blue, and the fine-twined linen, either of
the ephod, or the breastplate; so do the ransomed ones whose names are
"written in heaven" rest upon the blood and the righteousness of Emanuel.
Yea, and Emanu,el, as He appears in the presence of God for them, doth
rest His plea npon their behalf, npon His own blood shed for them, and
upon His own righteousness wrought out for them.
Further still, as the very order of Aaron's ill'ess put the names of the
tribes of Israel in the forefront, so that he who looked upon Aaron must
see at once the names of his people i so doth J ehovah-Jesus plead for
those whose names are" written in the book of life; " not suffering that
the Father should look upon Him, without seeing in Him the people of
His love.
Of a truth, brethren, the stones upon the shoulders and upon the breast of
the high priest are radiant with many bright beams of light to our poor
dark miuds. May the Lord, the Holy Spirit, open our eyes, that we may
see iIJ. this, as in other parts of Aaron's dress, the manifold (the many
varied) wisdom of God.
I would, in the first instance, direct your attention simply to the
"precious stones," as such, without reference to their setting, or to their
llosition in the dress of the High Priest. May we not believe that the
precious stones, marked with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel,
signified "the Church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven"
(Hebrews xii. 23) ?-those "called and chosen and faithful" ones whose
names" are written in the Lamb's book of life?"
" The Israel of God," those who are" elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedi~nce and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter i. 2), are, in
Holy Scripture, likened to jewels. Of these jewels many have been already
taken up into glory; many are now being polished by "much tribulation ;"
many are still in "the hole of the pit" and "the rock," not as yet born
into the world, or not as yet taken, by the mighty working of divine grace,
from the quarry and the mine of " a perverse generation."
But "the Lord knoweth them that are His "-" He will not fail nor
be discouraged" until He hath accomplished" the number of His elect i"
then will He come, and gather them all, and set them all for ever in His
ikingly crown. Poor and despised they may be here, made even "as the
filth of the world, and the offscouring of all things" (1 Cor. iv 13), but
jewels, precious jewels, are they of the Lord of hosts, and when He hastens
His kingdom, they "shall be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord..
.and a royal diadem in the hand of their God" (Isaiah lxii. 3).
Listen to His own most gracious words, "They shall be mine, saith
·.the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will
,spw:e them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him" (Mal. iii. 17).
.Here are good words, and comfortable words, to the child of God. When
Ut·

144

Tlte Gospel Magazz"l1e.

that "day cometh that shall burn as an oven" (Mal. iv. 1), J ehovah
will "spare" thee. "In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will I take thee'"
" and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the'
Lord of hosts" (Hag. ii. 23). But, more than this, where doth a king
place the j cwels which he values most? In his royal crown. And so
shall it bo with thee, thou needy, thou despised, child of God: "They shall
be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon His head" (Zech.
ix. 16). And oh how brightly shall those jewels shine! "Even as the-.
sun in tho kingdom oftheir Father" (Matt. xiii. 43), "as the brightness.
of the firmament," and" as the sta.rs for ever and ever" (Dan. xii. 3).
There are many lessons to be learnt from this oomparison of the saints·
of God to jewels or precious stones. Let us take them one by one.
1. J owels-precious stones-are rare. Flints and pebbles are to be found·
everywhere, but amethysts and diamonds are rare, not to be found everywhere. What saith the Lord of His jewels? ., Ye shall be gathered
one by one" (Isaiah xxvii. 12). "I will take you one of a city, and two
of ia Jamily" (Jeremiah iii. 14). "Fear not, little flock" (Luke xii. 32).
Would to Goel that these passages were graven upon your hearts; "one·
by one;" "ol1e of a city, two of a family;" "little flock." Should we
not then have the anxious, the earnest. enquiry, Have I been gathered ?'
Have I been taken, and brought to ~ioll? Am I among that "littleflock?" Am I one of those rare jewels, thoso precious stones, which
shall shine so brightly in the Redeemor's crown? See what Jesus said, in
Luke xiii. 23, 24, 25, in reply to one who enquired, "Lord, are there few
that be saved?" "vVherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to·
make your calling and election sure" (2 Peter i. 10); not more sure
in itself, but more certain in its evidence to you, and to the world. Alas!
brethren, the number of the professing Ohurch is small, but smaller far,
the number of the real Ohurch. Many who call themselves the Lord's
people are but counterfeits-not real jewels-" They are not all Israel
which are of Israel" (Rom. ix. 6). Perhaps, as I speak, the conscience
of some professor is uneasy. Oh, that they would try themselves at oncenot by the state of their feelings in bygone years-not by the length of
their profession-not by the persecntions which they think they have·
suffered for Ohrist's sake; bnt by the balance of the sanctuary. There,.
in the written word, are ample, minute, descriptions of the jewels of QUI'·
God; do you answer to them? Oh, pray with David, "Search me, 0
God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if'
there be any wicked way in me, and lead me In the way everlasting'"
(Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24). Remember, there is a day of sifting at hand.
You may perhaps have taken to yourself that beautiful promise of Jehovah in Mal. iii. 16, 17, but are you serving God, or serving Him not ?"
(see verse 18.)
11. Jewels, precious stones, derive all their value, not from their own
intrinsic usefulness, but from the taste of their owners. Their value is
fictitious, arising simply from causes wholly out of themselves. They are·
in themselves as useless, nay, more useless, than other stones. Hence we..
learn another lesson with regard to God's elect. The people of God
derive all their value from His choice. Thus was it with Israel of old,
and thus is it with the spiritual Israel (see Deut. vii. 6, 7, 8, with 1 Peter
n. 9, 10). Brethren, this is a truth which the proud heart of man is
very loth to admit; he cannot bear to be told that he has in himself
literally nothing to recommend him to the favour of his God. Yet so it.
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is, look at the description of all given in Rom. iii. 12. David was a
precious stone, a jewel for the diadem of Jehovah, but what was David'saccount of himself in Psalm li. 5? Isaiah, likewise, was one of these precious stones, these jewels. Read his words, in chap. lxiv. 6. While the
feeling of Paul always has been, and ever shall be, common to all the
Lord's elect (Rom. vii. 18). If there is here any holy and humble one
of heart, who proves by his "work of faith, and labour of love, and
patience of hope," his "election of God," he will assure us, that it was
simply of sovereign love that he is what he i~. Know well, my brethren,
that it is not previous character, it is not previous devotion, it is not previous reformation, it is not previous repentance, it is not previous faith,
which draws the love of Jehovah to His child; for indeed that love was
set upon that child long before any of these things existed (see Ezek. xvi.
6-8). Repentance and faith are the effects, not the causes, of the Lord's
love. I am most vile in myself, may the saint of God say, but He set
His love upon me, He regarded me as precious; He therefore caused me
to repent, and to believe. I repented and believed because He loved me
from everlasting (see Jer. xxxi. 3). Mark how the Lord Jesus when upon
earth rebuked the self-righteous, and welcomed with most cheering words,
humbled broken-hearted ones, vile though they might have been (see
Matt. ix. 10-13; Luke vii. 36-50); and so must the minister of Ohrist
rebuke many a self-rigMeous one whom the world approves, and cheer
many a broken-hearted one, whom the world condemns-and why? because
the broken-hearted penitent has learnt that he is in himself valueless,
worthless; while the self-righteous one believes not, that he is so utterly
unlovely; therefore shall the self-righteous one, "be trodden down" at
the last, "as the mire of the streets," while the contrite, broken-hearted
penitent is taken to be a precious stone, a jewel, a brilliant for Emanuel's
crown.
Ill. Jewels-precious stones-are bought with a large price. vVe read
of one who "sold all that he had" to buy "one pearl of great price"
(Matt. xiii. 45, 46). There are precious stones now in the possession of
kings said to be worth ten, twenty, thirty, even a hundred thousand
pounds. But what are even millions of thousands of pounds, to the price
which the King of kings has paid for His crown jewels? That He has·
paid a price for them is manifest (see 1 001'. vi. 20). That that price is
beyond all counting is clear from 1 Peter i. 18, 19. This surely is a cheering thought for the Lord's own people. You are few in number, very
unworthy in yourselves, but still you are jewels, precious stones, for which
a price beyond all counting has been paid; for which, in truth, the very
largest price has been paid, that could be found in all the universe.
Yes, brethren, bring- all the silver, all the gold, all the diamonds; bringeverything' which earth or sky counts most dear, add them all together,
multivly them millions and billions of times, and yet you shall fall short,
infinitely short, of the price paid by J ehovah for the very poorest of His.
elect. How cheering is the thought! for will J ehovah part with treasures which cost Him such a price? Surely not (see John x. 11,28).
IV. Jewels-precious stones-are guarded with utmost care. They are
set in gold, they are bound with chains, they are placed as seals upon the
arm, and as signets upon the hand. Now, need I remind you of the care
which our Lord takes of His people? I do not speak of the tender care
He takes of their bodies, but of that never-failing care with which, from
first to last, He watches over their souls (Ps. xci. 4; Isa. xxyii. 2, 3).
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Observe, /1 water it every moment," "keep it night and day i" see also
21ech. ii. 8. Oh, people of God! take courage, there is an inheritance
reserved in heaven for you, and you are kept for that inheritance (1 Peter
i. 4, 5). Think not, speak not, as if the crown jewels of heaven were
left in theil' own keeping; since for each jewel is there reserved an appointed placo in Emanuel's crown, and each jewel is kept by Emanuel's
power for that its appointed place.
Ba well assured, that if any who seemed to be jewels have finally fallen
away, they never were jewels at all (1 John ii. 19). Here, then, is another
most cheering word for the poor and the needy. The floods of ungodly men
may make you afraid; the still more grievous floods of manifold temptations may cause you to cry out, "All Thy waves and Thy billows are gone
over me :" but there is One to whom you are precious-in His keeping you
are safe, quite safe; He is very watchful over His own "peculi~r treasure;"
in all your tribulation, He is ordering and controlling even your bitterest
foes, and causing their malice to redound to your comfort and His glory,
by your greater purification (look at Job xxiii. 10; and 1 Petcr i. 7). And
this leads me to our fifth and last point.
V. Precious stones are skilfully cut ancl' polished, that they may reflect
many beauteous rays of light.
When taken from the mine they seem to be shapeless, ill-favoured
stones; but let them be placed in the hands of the cunning workman,
they soon assume a lovely form, and sparkle with the softest colours of
the rainbow. 'l'hus is it with the crown jewels of Jehovah. When first
effectually called by His grace, it is with them but "the day of small
>things;" but that grace which begins, carries on the good work, and
gradually does the young Ohristian become more humble, more obedient,
more sober-minded, more watchful, more loving, more wise in things
'spiritual-in short, "fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the
knowledge of God." These happy ends are brought about by the silont
-operation of the Spirit of J ehovah, working by and with the means. vV nat
·are the means? Prayerful and obedient study of God's written word,
.and prayerful and obedient attendance to the voice of God's messenger;
all being applied, and (if I may so speak) mellowed, by the Fatherly chas<tisement ot' J ehovah.
Some precious stones need more, some need less, preparation by affliction; but all are partakers thereof. Take comfort, then, if thou hast been,
and still art, much tried. The Lord is dealing with thee as with one of
His most precious stones; it is His will that the jewel should have many
facets, in order to reflect many of the soft beams of the Sun of Righteousness; then thankfully and peacefully receive thy chastisement. (See J ames
i. 2, 3, 4; and Rev. vii. 14).
In conclusion, I would say one word to those "who are called by the
name of Israel." Are you being" conformed to the image of the Son" ?
You think yourself a jewel, a precious stone; is there any proof that a
cunning workman is making the stone meet for its place in the King's
crown? It must be so with every real jewel. Oompare yourself, with the
descriptions given in the word, of the precious stones, which Jesus prepared for Himself, at~ Oolosse (chap. i. 10, 11); or at 'fhessalonica, for
instance. Oh, try yourselves while yet there is time, lest after all, looking to be His in the day when He makes up His jewels, you be, to your
endless shame, "a castaway" (1 001'. ix. 27).
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GOSPEL-SHADOWS IN THE LAW.
OUTLINE OF A SERMON BY REV. J. A. WALLINGER.

"The law oJ tlte sin-offering."-LEv. vi. 25.
You know, all things under the law were typical and representative of
the Gospel. The form and the figure are gone, but the substance we
have in Christ. Concerning the sin-offering we thus read-Cl In the holy
place shall it be eaten," whereby we see the priests representing the
Church of God, the called saints, after whom Jesus has 'gone forth, and
brought them into His household, and calls them "kings and priests
unto God." Has He ever thus fetched you home, and brought you into
the household of grace? that little spot His eye and heart are ever upon.
Has He made you a fellow citizen of the saints, as also one of the royal
priesthood, and taught you to say, "The Lord is the portion of my
soul? " Oh, if you have Him, you have everything; but, if wanting
Him, you have nothing. Now, do you know what it is to be brought into
the fold? Then you love the Shepherd and His flock. Yea, though you
may find them despised and hated, reviled and reproached, yet you love
them; your heart goes out after them wherever you find them, and you
are willing to cast in your lot with them. You aro content to take up
with their reproach, and that, because you are united to the Head, so you
must needs love the body. Now, if you know anything of this, then you
know something of the sin-offering, and you know what it is "to eat
thereof." Our Lord said, "Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man,
and drink His blood, ye have no life in you." And cannot some of you
tell what this is? Is it not to be nourished by Christ, strengthened and
invigorated to run the race set before you, and fig'ht the Loru's battles?
Oh, how blessed thus to feed upon Christ as the anointed and appointed
of the Father, as having made an end of your sin, as having fulfilled the
law, as having conquered death and hell for you; as being now your
Advocate and Intercessor-the Sacrifice aucl the Sacrificer! Can you feed
upon Him as such? How invigorating, how animating is this to the
soul! Why this is to realize there are more with you than are against
you; and, amidst the trials and perplexities of the wilderness, to see the
glory of J eRUS as King, Prophet, and Priest. Is He your King? Then
is He such by revelation, by enjoyment, by dominion; and I am sure you
may with safety entrust your all into His hands, and leave Him to get
His own glory out of you in any way He may please. Is He your Prophet
to teach you? Then I am sure you find that you are a poor fool. Does
this offend? Then you are a Pharisee. Does it suit you? Then I trust
you have been humbled by divine grace to see what you are, and to feel
your ignorance. None know what fools they are but those who are
convinced of sin, and have fled to Jesus by reason of guilt. None else
ever did or ever will eat of the sin-offering, and see Jesus as their sinbearer, enduring the pains and penalties due to the sinner, bearing their
sins in His own body upon the tree, and supporting, nourishing, strengthening His regenerated children, and keeping them to the end.
Now we must notice the persons officiating. They were priests, which all
God's elect are, and they were to eat the sin-offering. And it is said,
~'Whosoevet: toucheth it shall be holy." Not as the woman we read of
III the Gospel, who was made perfectly whole; this is not the nature of
the touch, nor the meaning of the text here spoken of; nor of the holiness
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communicated-'it £8 qUf1,lijicat£on. All who touch the sin-offering must
have no ceremonial deftlement, no personal uncleanness ;. they must be
'holy in this sense, or they must have nothing to do with the sin-offering.
But I hOftr somo object, wherein does this resemble the Gospel? Christ·
says, "I came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance." But,
is it not so? Ha,; not God chosen His people in Christ, holy and without
blame before Him in love? Is not this their qualification, that they were
ever viowed in Him, and without blame before Him in love, therefore holy
in J eSI1S, and, as such, called by grace to eat of the sin-offering? They are
qualified as standing in the righteousness of Christ, and eternally united
to Him to partake of all the blessedness there is in Jesus as the sinoffering; and. to realize this, is to have a revelation of Jesus-yea, to see
and enjoy it in the face of all you fear, and feel, and find in your nature.
" The gO(Jd you would, you do not; the evil you would not, that you do ;
for the law in your members brings you in captivity to the law of sin and
death: " but, notwithstanding all this, though you groan under a body
of sin and death, yet if the Spirit reveal to you the Gospel with power,
then you partake of the sin-offering as God's elect, qualified by union
with Christ, and righteous as He is righteous. Now, some of you may
have a very dear notion of this; but, my friends, this is not enou~h. Has
it touched your heart? Have yeu fed upon the sin-offering? N one else
have part or lot in the matter.
But of the defilement. '1'he earthen vessel in which the sin-offering was
prepared was to be broken, and if it was of metal, it was to be scoured and
rinsed with water (Lev. vi. 28). The garment also upon which the blood
happened to he sprinkled was defiled; hence we learn that we have a body
of sin and death, which pollutes and defiles all we do. The Lord has been
pleased in His wisdom to expose His people to the trials of the wilderness,
the assaults of Satan, and the evils of a fallen nature; and, though not a
single sin shall ever be laid to the charge of God's elect, yet is sin left
within them and around them to try the faith and patience of the saints,
to make them value Christ and prize prayer. He has so appointed that
He will have all the glory, and at the last you shall cast your crown at
His dear feet. 'rhe righteous shall find they are kept by almighty power,
and not by their own; that they live, walk, stand, fight. conquer, all by
faith, and that is the believer's rule, and faith is the gift of God. Thus
the Lord will feed His people by the true siu-offering, Christ Jesus; will
make them to know they are His priests who have to do with the
sacrifice, and will lead them to see where their only qualification lies in .
their oneness with Christ. But I add no more; may the Lord bless His
word!
THE PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST.
WJIITllER should we go for water, but to the spring? Whither should
we go for strength, but to the Fountain of strength? Is it not a derogation from Christ, that when all fulness is in Him alone, we should forsake
the Fountain of fulness, to go unto broken cisterns that will hold no
water? Mark it well: as often as ever you run to any creature, in any
necessary exigence, either before you go to Christ, or instead of going toChrist: so ofton :you rob Christ of that pre-eminence which God hath
given Him and we should pay Him.-C1'£sp,
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GONE ON!
(Continued from page 104.)
DURING her illness she was not greatly favoured in E'oul, n!3ither, on the
other hand, was she afraid of death. On the Tuesday preceding her
death Satan was permitted to gain a great advantage over her. In the
night she had a dreadful dream, from which she awoke greatly terrified
and excited. She knew it was satanic, but little thought how it was to
be fulfilled. When I was carried into her room, and seated beside her
bed, she began to upbraid me and my daughter, who chiefly attends to
me, in the most astounding manner; so mueh so that I was obliged to
ask to be taken out of the room. Never did I feel so terribly cut up by
anything as I did by this unexpected attack of the enemy, coming through
such a channel. It made me weep very bitterly; but, blesse r} be God,
the triumphing of the wicked one was short. When the mischief was
done her eyes were opened to see the fulfilment of her dream, and' its
hateful author, which made her very sorry. She could not rest till she
had dictated a letter to me, asking my forgiveness. She asked for paper
and a pencil, intending to write herself; but, finding she could not do
that, she dictated a letter to my daughters, and then said, "Now go and
copy it, and give it to your father. The Lord's word says, 'Let not· the
sun go down upon your wrath." In this letter she expresses her sorrow
for the breach that Satf\.u had been permitted to make betwoen us, but
hoped I would forgive hor, as well as the Lord, &c. Poor <lear soul, I
·could not help weeping to see how grace triumphed over all the power of
the enemy.
After this Satan was not permitted to assault her again so powerfully.
Until near the end of her illness she hoped it might be the Lord's will
for her to recover; and, when I sat by her bedside on the morning preceding her death, she thought herself much better. Turning toward me
she asked, "Well now, and what do you think about me? Do :IJOU tIlink
I shall get better? " I replied that I was af1'aicl the symptoms were no
better, and that she would not recover. This was a sad blow to her;
for, after a short silence, she said to me, ' , Well, this is unkincl." I replied,
" But surely you would not like me to tell you an untruth? " "Oh, no,"
she said, "but I thought it would have been different." I read her the
39th Psalm. Slie asked me if there was anything I would like to say to
her. I said I hoped she was not afraid to die. She replied, "No; but
I have no bright shining-no word with power; but the Lord has spoken
very sweetly to me; and it has often been a pleasant thought whom I
should meet with in heaven." I asked her if she could say it would be
well with her in death, and well with her throughout eternity? She
l'eplie<l, "Why, I cannot say tll(d; but I hopo it will." When I took
her hand to bid her farewell she put her other hand on the back of my
neck and pressed my face against her's, and kissed me several times vory
affectionately. It was almost more than I could bear. I wept very soro ;
as did all, except herself. I thought it very remarkable that during' tLle
whole of her illness she never shed a tear, which was so contrary to her
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natural disposition. What with the opium that was administered to hel'
in various formfl and ways to relieve her disease, and the fever, she
seemed endued with supernatural power to say and do what would otherwise have been impossible. Her mind was particularly active, and'she
spoke a great deal. She was often heard in prJtyer, repeating portions
of Scripture, and on two or three occasions tried to sing a verse or two of
some hymn, but her voice was so indistinct as not to be intelligible to us.
It was about six o'clock on the morning preceding her death that she
sent for me. My son assisted me to dress as quickly as we could, and
then I was carried to her bedside, where the affecting scene I have related
took place. She called for most of our dear children to take a last farewell; then kissed and embraced them, and spoke some loving words to
each. Whilst we were weeping beside her bed she remained unaffected.
Two days previously we had called in a celebrated physician to see her,
which she did not approve of. She thought if the Lord did not prosper
my treatment, who knew her constitution so well, that He would not
prosper that of a stranger. The event proved she was right; for, instead
of the altered treatment doing good, she was much worse when he called
the following' day, when it was with difficulty she was persuaded to see
him. Afterwards we were obliged to request him not to call again. In
her disease she sought to the Lord rather than to the physicians. That
morning, after my son had been to the physician to stay his visit, he read
to her the 472nd hymn (Gadsby's Selection), which she said was very
nice, and asked him to read the next, which was equally suitable, and
which she enjoyed very much. After this she said little that we could
understand: her speech, through the dryness of her tongue, became
more and more indistinct. About three p.m. my eldest daughter understood her to say that my son must look after the younger children.
During the last thirteen hours and a half of her life she was quite uncon~
scious, and at twenty minutes to five o'clock on Saturday morning, Sept. 7th,
she ceased to breathe, when her happy spirit took its flight to join the
spirits of the just made perfect before the throne of God.
When my SOil came to tell me the conflict was over, my soul sank much
within me that the Lord had not revealed Himself again to her, ere her
spirit quitted its earthly tenoment; but my son made this remark, which
proved a word in season. When some one was telling John Newton how
a certain person died, he replied, ,. Don't tell me how he died; tell me
how he lived." I can truly say of my dear departed wife, that she lived
like one born of God; and the Lord's precious work of graqe, which he
carried on in her soul for upwards of twenty-two years, wrought the same
persuasion in me that the Apostle Paul had when he said, "Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ" (Phi!. i. 6). On Tuesday,.
September 10th, the poor body was committed to the grave in sure and
certain hope of a joyful resurrection. It was sown a natural body, and
will be raised a spiritual body, fashioned like unto the glorious body of
the Lord Jesus, to dwell for ever in His blissful presence.
"Oh glorious haUl·'! Oh blest abode!
I shall be near, and like my God! "
The day following my dear wife's death being Lord's day, I got aTL m;}'"
children to make a record of all their dear mother said to them dl1l'ing. her
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illness. I thought it would be a pleasing and profitable memorial in
days to come of her in whose footsteps they would like to tread j for there'
is not one of them who would not give the world, if they possessed it, to
have the religion she was the favoured possessor of.
The following is my daughter C.'s account:" The first time dear mamma said anything serious to me, 01' wished m&
to read for her, was on Sunday, September 1st. I stayed with her in th&
evening while the others went to chapel. When they were gone she said!
to me, 'Will you tell papa I am very sorry to have mentioned about
Mrs. - - staying tea, and that I was the cause of the mischief. I hope
God may forgive me, for I feel we have done very wrong.' She then
said to me, 'You had better go and sit with the children for awhile' I
like to be left alone and think.' She said, ' I think I shall manage v~ry
well.' I thought I heard her whistle, so went in, and asked her, but she
said she had not.' I then sat down, and was reading to myself out of a
volume of the' Little Gleaner.' She said, 'If you can find a short piece
or a hymn, you might read it aloud.' I read a short piece, and she com~
mented very nicely upon it, and said, 'May it be your blessed experience'
one day to feel that you are redeemed through the blood of Jesus. It is;
the only thing worth living for, is it not, C--?' I said, 'It is,
luamlua.'
" On Monday, September 2nd, I was sitting with her, in the afternoon,
and thought she was asleep j but in a little while she said to me, 'Can
you repeat, "God moves in a mysterious way' "? I said I could, and
repeated it through for her, although I was almost overwhelmed with
grief. When I came to the verse" 'Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trnst Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.'''
she said, 'I do not know whether I shall see it in this world, or not,
but it has beeil very precious to me.' Seeing me so overcome with grief,
she said, 'Don't cry; God may restore me again; and, if He does not, I
shall be happy.' She said, "Vill you repeat that verse, and just begin
it for me, 'Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous: nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.'
'On Tuesday I was sitting with her in the evening, when she said,
, Will you read me a Psalm? ' I read her, the 23rd, when she repeated
the last two or three verses after me. I then read the 56th Psalm, and
then she asked me to read the 34th. When I came to the 13th verse,
which is, 'Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile,'
she said, 'Oh that the Lord may keep mine!' The 18th verse seemed to
be blessed to hel': 'The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken
heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.' 'When I had finished
reading the verse, she began to pray as follows, as near as I can remember:
'Lord, Thou are nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, and saveth
such as be of a contrite spirit; 0 be with Thine handmaid. May I give
all diligence to make my calling and election sure. " Create in me a
clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right spirit within me." Do especially
bless my eldest son. Oh be with, comfort, and bless him in his profession,
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I believe Thou hast begun a work of grace in his soul; do Thou carry it
'on, and perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ. 0 Lord, hear these, my
prayers; and may the grace of Jesus, and the love of Thee, 0 heavenly
Father, the blood and righteousness of God the Son, and the sweet
fellowship and communion of God the Holy Ghost, be with all Thy dear
children for evermore. Amen.'
" This evening I was busy writing part of a letter to papa which she
dictated to me. She said to mo, '1'he sooner anger and wrath are put
away the better-before the sun goes down-for I wish to have a quiet
and peaceful conscience.'
" She told me if she had been the Queen, she could not be better waited
ul)on; that she was qui~e sure we all did our best for her, and that she
was going on very nicely; papa coming to see her twice a day, and that
I was very attentive to her. She had some calves'-feet jelly, which she
liked very much. She said she was afraid we were at too great expense
for her; but I said we were only too glad to get her anything she could
fancy. She said, 'I know you are very good children.' .
"On Wednesday she said to me, 'I am sure you are tired of hearing
me say, Oh dear! but I cannot help it, I have such pain.' I said it was
far worse for hor to suffer such pain than for mo to hear her. I said, 'I
only wish I could relieve you.' She replied, ' We shall all have to die,
and bear our own pains.'
" One day, when I was giving dear mamma some ice, she said to me,
, I am thinking of the rich man who was in hell, when he wanted Lazarus
sent that he might dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool his tongue.
Would he not have thought this ice beautiful? fOl' it was only the tip of
his finger he asked for. What a mercy it is to be right for eternity! '
"On Thursday evening, after dear papa had seen her, she put her
arms round me and pressed me to her, and kissed me very affectionately
several times, and said, 'Good-bye! good-bye!' I could not help
crying, but she said I must not.
" Friday morning was the last time she spoke consciously to me. She
said that Satan had been trying to put strife between her and papa, and
between her and H--, but God had not permitted him, and that he had
harassed her greatly. This she said I was to tell papa. After H - had gone to tell dear papa that she wanted to say Good-bye to him, she
said to mo, 'I feol I :.Lm such a vile sinner!' I said, 'Dear mamma, it is
a great mercy to feel one's vileness.' She said, ' I think it is. Oh, that
I might feel it more! and oh, that I might be more earnest, and feel
Him more precious!' She then embraced and kissed me several times,
and then said, 'Good-bye. You must look cheerful. I like to see you
smile. You can go now.'
"She tried to sing, but her voice was very tremulous, and she could
only sing three lines. I tried to catch the words, and think they were
these, Guide me, 0 Thou great J ehovah,
Pilgrim through this b,ll'ren land;
I am weak, but 'fhou ,ll't mighty'but could not bo certain."
The following lines were composed by another of my daughters on
the death of their dour mamma :...,-

153

The Gospel Magazine.
"Mamma has gone, she's pass'cl away,
And left her tenement of clay,
Whilst we with sorrow weep;
Left sin and sorrow, suffering, pain,
No more to feel them here agai n ;
She cloth in Jesus sleep.
" She's left an aching void behind,
In mine and many another mind,
Which nought on earth can fill ;
Where'er I turn my eyes I see
Something that bi'ings her back to me,
She lives in memory still.
" She's left all this, but Oh, her gains
Have far exceeded all her pains,
And all she's left below.
She's gone to dwell in that blest place
Where God wipes tears from every face,
And all His glories show.
" She'll meet with those who've gone before,
And those whose work is not yet o'er
She'll welcome when they come.
Oh glorious meeting! happy hour!
When we shall meet to part no more,
All safely landed home.
"Together sing the Bong of praise,
Admiring trace God's wondrous ways,
And low before Him fall.
With l'apturous joy each breast shall swell,
And every tongnc shall join to tell
God is thcir all in all.
" Mamilla! malllma! in vain I cry;
To th",t dear name you'll ne'cr l'eply,
You cannot hear it now.
Mamma! mamma! what shall I do
Without the help I had from you,
When you were here below?
"Dear, dear mamma, I miss you sore
In counsel, comfort, every hour,
And consolation too.
May God enable me to fill
The place you filled so long and well,
As would have pleased you.
" May He direct and guide me through
Life's changing scenes while here below,
And grant me a new heart.
,
Then when my work on earth is o'er,
My ransom'd soul to heaven shall soar,
No more again to part."

[Dear personally unknown, yet well-known brother, most deeply do
we sympathise with you in your great loss. Truly we do indeed "know
but part of His ways; " but (blessed be God!) "what we know not now
we shall know hereafter." Poor carnal reason would have said that,
under the circumstances of your powerlessness (in consequence of the
malady with which the Lord has seen fit to afflict you), it would have
N
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been both natural and desirable that you should have been taken first.
But what judgment caJl our poor little contracted minds form of such
matters? How can we penetrate the future? How comprehend the
working out of J ehovah's unerring plans? Suffice it, that, however for
the time being the Lord's own dear children may have cavilled at His
dealings, opposed His dispensations, or doubted His love, yet, in the
issue, not one now before the throne, nor shall one on the way thither,
fail to testify that " He hath done all things well." May you, therefore,
meanwhile be enabled in faitk--and in the total absence of sigld and
sense-to bow to His all-wise, all-gracious, and sovereign will. May you
be enabled to submit in the dark-to surrender your own will and wayand, Job-like, to exclaim, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hatl1 taken
away, blessed be the name of the Lord." Be assured that the Lord
will abundantly recompense tl1is simple, child-like surrender of the carnal
will and fleshly desires. His special blessings come through a channel
in total distinctiveness from the mode our poor carnal hearts would devise.
In the midst of your sorrows permit us to call your attention to
some two or three features of your case, in which rich mercy is manifested.
.
1. How grateful the fact that so clear a testimony should have been
left upon record in your departed one's own handwriting. Surely this
was of the Lord, in order that your poor riven heart should be re-assured
as to her real character and standing in the midst of your deep conflict.
Of the genuine nature of her testimony, in proof that she was really
quickened and led by the Holy Ghost, there cannot for a moment be any
reasonable doubt.
2. The very assaults of the great adversary prove his hostility both
to her faith and standing. Had her religion been superficial and counterfeit, he never would have disturbed it. With mere surface-work or the
amiable Satan has no wish to interfere. It is only the God-implanted
and the God-maintained faith that require" the needs-be that the partaker should be in heaviness through manifold temptations."
3. Remember that, as parents, we live as much, or more, for our
children than for ourselves. We are to be the Lord's witnesses, and by
us and through us He works in a variety of ways. From long amI careful' observation, we are thoroughly at a point in this particular. Our
own minds may long and permanently have been taught and established
in regard to certain verities, but others h:LVe to be instructed in the selfsame truths. Hence the Lord is pleased to teach those others these
truths in connexion with ourselves. This particularly appertains to
parents and to ministers-to parents, in the family·circle; to ministers, in
their more public sphere.
4. In these days, when scepticism and infidelity are so rife, and Bibletruths so ignored, we may expect Satan the more vigorously to assault
the souls of God's people. This is permitted of God, that instrumentally
thereby they may be driven to their stronghold, for refuge, strength, and
.comfort. By these deadly thrusts and infernal assaults of the wicked one,
others-the lookers-on to whom .we just now alluded-have the clearer
and more undoubted evidence of the existence and the depths, craft, and
antagonism of the prince and powers of darkness. Moreover, when
spectators sce how those in whom they have the most unbounded confidence are thus assailed, a becoming anxiety about their own individual
and exposed condition is oftentimes awakened.
5. You have reason to rejoice that your departed one cc sorrowed after
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a godly sort" for the wrong she had done you; and, if we mistake not,
her tempomry treatment of you is iu great part to be attributed to her
extreme weakness and debility, coupled with the effect of the medicine.
One very deal' to ourl'elves had such a horror of the effect of opium, as
administered some thirty years before her death, that to the end of her
days she protested against taking any portion whatever of it. She hits
declared to us that when those around her bed supposed she was dying,
and she heard them express their conviction that such was the case, she
had not power to raise a finger, or in the leastwise to deny the fact. To
the undue ministering of this deadly potion in times of epidemic is to be
ascribed, we doubt not, the burial of' many a hapless creature ere yet life
was extinct: a more dreadful idea it is scarcely possible to conceive.*"
6. What cause for gratitude you have in that you have sucll dear and
devoted ones spared to you, whose delight, we doubt not, it will be to
minister to your comfort and peace.
7. You are the mourner-not tlte departed. The days of Iter mourning
are ended; all tears are now wiped from her eyes; and soon shall they
be from yottrs also. Cheer up, dear brother; the "morning without
clouds" will soon dawn upon you, ourselves, and the whole household of
faith; and then farewell-and that for ever and ever-to all sin, sorrow,
and suffering. Meanwhile, may our God vouchsafe to us a little more faith
:and patience; for" soon He that shall come will come, and will not tarry."
" Yet a season, and we know
Happy entrance shall be given;
All our sorrows left below,
ED.]
And earth exchanged for heaven."
4'

AN EXAMPLE OF SUFFERING AFFLICTION AND OF
PATIENCE."-JAs. v. 10.

SIR,-I know not whether among the many deaths which have taken
place during the last few weeks you may have noticed that of Mrs. Abbiss,
wife of Mr. JamesAbbiss, of Ponder's End, the much respected Treasurer
of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, and of the Asylum for Idiots, at
Earlswood, with whose bereavement I know you will sympathize.
Mrs. Abbiss died at the age of 58, after having endured twenty
years of acute suffering, !>orne with unwavering Christian fortitude and
patience. But this was not all ; for at least thirteen years previously the
premonitory symptoms and the pain showed themselves, as have been
proved by records since found, of one of which the following is a copy : . " Sept. 22, 1848.-God was very merciful to me in ~iving me a clearer
belief in an eternal state. He has sustained my natural life in myaffiiction
eight yeal's, and borne with all my murmurings. Can I not trust His
grace for the few remaining years of my existence? 0 God, impress upon
my mind from this day, that Thou hast affiicted me because Thou hast
chosen me unto eternal life."
This "clearer belief in an eternal state," then commenced, never
wavered. As years increased, her faith in Christ grew more intense, and
now, at length, she has gone to that" rest" for the children of God, where
all tears are wiped away from the eyes of the servants of the" Lamb that
was slain" for our sins.
W. H. C.

* We deem it not a little remarkable, that, since writing the foregoing, we I'ead in the
same morning paper of two instances of persons about to be interred, neither of whom was
:really dead.
N 2
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. ~O'rrtspO'1tbt1t(t.
REOOLLEOTIONS AND RETRAOINGS.
"Anil tlwu 8ltalt 1'emember all tlte way wltielt tlte Loril tlty Goil leil tltee
tlle8e forty year8 ~'n tlte w£lilerne88, to humble tltee, anil to prove tltee, to know
w7/at was in tMne lteart, wllCtlter tholt woulile8t keep Hi8 eommanilment8, or
no."-DEUT.

viii. 2.
TO AN OLD FRIEND.

You say, dear brother, "Time is telling upon us.
How mercifully
have we been spared up to this time. May the Lord bless you and yours
in the coming year. Anxieties do not lessen as we near the end of the
journey. What a mercy the Lord changeth not, and that His love and
mercy are everlasting."
In the above most truthful remarks, dear brother, you have clustered,
as it were, a vast amount of material for thought. Let us glance at
each distinctly.
1. "Time is telling upon us." It is perfectly true. It naturally leads
one back over the period of our acquaintance, now upwards of thirty
years; and how changed are we both in our persons and position. With
respect to the former, how has the vigour and the vivacity given place to
the thoughtful and the sober; how has the elasticity subsided into the
grave and the sedate. Forty years ago and upwards, how my mind
would dwell upon that one special feature of old age, given in Eccle.
xii. 12-" de8i1'e 8ltall fail." Now, it has been wont to present itself to
me as one of those ingredients, if I may so call it, which the
Lord, as our great Oreator, has been pleased to implant in our very
nature, as an essential means by which to maintain the hope and expectancy that urge us forward and onward in daily life. Man without this
would be a pitiable being indeed; and, althoug\in his natural or unconverted state, he may fail to recognize it, still this very principle of hope
and expectation is a striking proof and evidence of the immortality of
the soul. There is a constant looking for, seeking after, and craving et
80rnetMng future. This, moreover, testifies to the fact that, as no present
attainment serves to satisfy, so nothing short of God Himself (the Implanter of the various features of our common humanity) can ever fill
the blank that His absence creates in the mind of man. Nothing fleshly
or carnal can ever fully satisfy a fleshly or carnal mind. It is only ofthe
new-ereateil it can be said, "My people shall be satisfied with my goodness," saith the Lord. But whilst the aspect of a worldly or carnal man
arriving at that state when it is said, "desire shall fail," is pitiable
indeed, how consolatory is the thought with respect to the spirituallyquickened, the heaven-born and the heaven-bound soul, that "though
the outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day."
The Lord, in mercy, grant, dear brother, that we Dlay realize this great
and most consolatory fact yet more and more day by day. Xn proportion as we do, shall we be the subjects of peace and satisfaction.
2. Positioll. Ah, how different our position now to that in which we
were each placed when our acquaintance began: yOUI'8 in a sense un-
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changed, but m£ne, how changed! Yet equally dependent! Yea, I
presume you will agree with me, that you are not one iota less the creature of need than you were thirty years ago. Nay, I am compelled to
feel that I am poorer and more ne~dy than ever, because of that very
creature-decay and fleshly wearing out and exhaustion to which I just
now referred. Was not this the psalmist's condition, when he exclaimed,
"My flesh and my heart faileth me, but God is the strength of my
heart, and my portion for ever?" Oh, it is blessed when we can thus
"take hold of His strength," and rejoice in that strength with which He
strengthens the inner man.
3. Well indeed may you speak of the mercy of having been "spared
up to this time." Ah, could any have foreshown us, ten, twenty or thirty
years ago, that we should thus have been spared; that we should be
upheld, supported, borne up, brought through, and led on and on to the
present moment, and privilegQd to say, as we are bound to do, that" no
'storm hath hurled us out of our place," no enemy hath been permitted to
prevail against us, what base wretches we should have declared ourselves
io be could we at the same time have been foreshown that, after so much
sustaining goodness, boundless love, and delivering mercy, we should
doubt, call in question, and repine, as, alas! alas! wa--or at least I do. I believe we should have then said, under such a foreshowing of
'Bustaining, supporting, and delivering Power, "No, no, base as my heart
is, it will not be base enough to doubt and to fear about the little residue
of one's days, if brought to such a time, and to be placed in such circumstances. But what is the fact, dear brother? Why, your next <1bservation brings us to the consideration of this point.
•1. "Anxieties do not lessen as we near the end of the journey." I
perfectly well remember, somo years ago, your making- this remark,
"It's my boys make me so nervous." 1 flllly sympathised with the
sentiment then, and scores, if not hundreds, of times have I thought of
it since. I was then from time to time nervous (or intensely anxious) as
I saw them, under the daring and fearlessness of youth, so to speak,
dash at certain things or venture upon certain exploits. I trembled at
~he consequences; but now that they are severed from me, and scattered
far and wide to the very extremes of the earth, that nervousness or
anxiety has given place to a deep feeling that, of positive necessity, I
can only commit them to the Lord, leave them in His hands, and rejoice
in the mercy that "His eyes run to and fro the earth, to show Hi~self
strong on behalf of those whose hearts are perfect towards Him." I
rejoice to think, that the far-distant Australia or the inhospitable China
.are as much beneath His eye and as open to His protection as our own
favoured land; yea, or when I think of my loved ones tossed upon the
mighty deep, I take comfort from the recollection that" He holdeth the
winds in His fists, and measureth the wate::s in the hollow of His hand."
Touching upon this subject, dear brother, I often think of a circumstance
.connected with Liverpool. Some few years ago I was standing upon the
pier there, when I beheld an aged father just in the act of parting with
his young son, who was about to embark on one of the ocean steamers.
As I gazed upon that scene, thought I, "Now, that is what I never
could pass through. That would crush me outright. I never should lift
up my head, after such a trial." As you are well aware, dear brother, I
have been called to the self-same kind of trial again and again and again
.since, but still I am supported-still upheld. Hence with those gone-by
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conclusions vividly before me, I never now, under any circumstance9
whatever, say, "Oh, I never could endure this, or encounter that." I
regard it as tempting the Lord to test one's faith by that very trial, and,
as far as my experience is concerned, I have scarcely, if ever, said so
without afterwards being called to undergo the test, and thus to prove
what the Lord is able to do.
Furtller, with respect to trials "not lessening ,as we near the end of
the journey," I was remarking, at the close of the year, that it was perfect folly to promise (as we had oftentimes done in byegone days) to turn
over a new leaf with the opening year; that we would be more grateful,
hopeful, trustful, cheerful, and happy in time to come; for that the sam~
heart of unbelief, inbred corruption, alluring world, and tempting adver·
sary would assuredly follow us-aye, and stick close by us-in the coming
\ year, even as upon past years. Well, my humble testimony wall to be
sooner subjected to the test than I at the time imagined.
I had been to fulfil a long-standing engagement a few miles from home,
just the last day but one of the receding year; and, in the course of
conversation with a dear friend, he said he had been charged with
throwing a stumbling-block in the way of others because of his distrust.
I l'emarked, in reply, that among my many regrets was my having failed
to maintain a 1IIore cllmjill bearing, especially before my children; that
one in particular had ::;aid, he could not understand it; that had he my
hope he should .lOIt), nvtltiil,r;. I knew the feeling, because I myself had
been the subject of the same, ill regard to my own clear father, fifty years
ago. Well, with these observations, I secretly resolved (in spite of what
I had so recently said about more faith and hope and childlike dependencein the opening year) to endeavour to maintain a more cheerful tone in
my daily walk and conversation. Alas! alas! for poor human nature,
within four-and-twenty hours, the apprehension that my dear wife was
seized with what I thought would prove her last illness, plunged me in.
one moment into the depths of anguish. Old scenes and former afflictions
and bereavements were vividly revived, and rise above my sorrow and
distress I could Hot. The old and but partially-healed wounds were
opened afresh, and all my resolutions to be uniformly more cheerful than'
aforetime came to naught. These renewed exercises, dear brother;
brought me to a still deeper conviction that the Lord will leave us nothing
to glory in but Himself! We dare not rest, much less pride ourselves"
in our glad frames, or joyful or even peaceful feelings.
Well does dear Hart say" Glad frames too often lift us up;
And then how proud we grow!
Till sad desertion makes us droop;
And down we sink as low.
" Ten thousand baits the foe prepares
To catch the wand'ring heart;
And seldom do we see tlte snares,
Before we feel the smart."
The Lord will strip us of all, in order that we may cleave the more closely'
to Him, as all our wisdom, grace, and strength. It is HIMSELF-HIMSELF-,
we are thus taught more fully to know and rejoice in. It is IN THE LORDnot in any wise in self-we han righteousness and strength. All this, cleal:
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bl'othlll', is far, far easier written or spoken of than practised. It is the
IToly Ghost, and the Holy Ghost alone, can give us that simple looking
to, leaning upon-yea, that precious abiding in Christ. One sees itknows it-feels it; but the living up to it is quite another thing. There
is a certain flippant way of talking of it with which-one has but little
sympathy. It is the reality one wishes personally and experimentally to
know. Depend on it, however, the way to live upon the preciuus fulness
of Ohrist-by faith to eat His flesh, and to drink His blood-is by a
positively being starved out of poor fleshly selves. The creature fails in
all respects. It is now as it was in the patriarch's time. Had there been
corn at home, J acob would never have sent into Egypt for it; and but for
the famine the cry would never have rung in the brethren's ears, "Go
1tnto J08CPIt."
. 5.-You add, "What a mercy the Lord changeth not, and that His
love and mercy are everlasting." Ah, it is a mercy, deal' brothel'; and
the longer one lives the more one discovers the depths of that mercy.
The answer which Jacob gave to Pharaoh's question, (, How old art
thou?" has been very much upon the mind of late. "Few and evil,"
said he, "have the days of the life of thy servant been." One is bound
to say so too; and one thinks, moreover, of the statement of Bishop
Beveridge, that "he could not but look back upon his whole life as but
one continued act of sin." Is it not so? Is there a single thought or
word or act to glory in? Nay, nay, nut one! How my soul shuddered,
in visiting a dying bed, some time since, when tho sick one (an aged
woman) testified of the satisfaction of looking back upon life with a clear
conscience. Dear brother, so far fro111 looking back with this peaceful
self-satisfaction, I: am sure you will say with me, "As far as selt' and
one's best action:; (to say nothing of' one's sins of thought and word and
deed) are concerned, lot the whole sink into oblivion; lot all be drowned
in the blood of Immanuel. Let that, and t!/(/,{ only, be seen, and not a
single thread, much less rag, of nature's filthy, flimsy, floshly righteousness.
We bless God, that He has been pleased to leave upon record suoh a .
statement as that we find in Isaiah vi. 5: "Then said I, Woe is me! for
I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I cl woll in the
midst of a peoplo of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the
Lord of hosts." 'fhen how wonderful is that which follows: "Then flew
one of the soraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he
had taken with the tongs from off the altar: and he laid it upon my
mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lipll; ((/id thne 1'niquity £8
taken away, ((nd thy sin purged." Then, as you say, the ·mercy is that "the
Lord changeth not." Wha.t He does He does for ever! He does it like
a God! No I'oversing; no recalling; no repenting. Done, done, and
that for ever! "He I'ests in His love, and hates to put away." Ah,
dear brothel', one knows what it is at times to tell Him this; to go over
the ground again and again, especially in the waking hours of the night;
to rehearse before the Lord His righteous acts, and to remind Him that
all those acts were done in the full knowledge of all that one would be
and all that one would do. How cheering the language of a dear old
saint : " 'Ere He called me well He knew
What a heart like mine would do."
Then upon the footing of this review and these retracings, how sweetly
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chimes in Jacob's "And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good," and the
Psalmist's" And do as Thou hast said."
Well, deal' brothel', the Lord give us grace unitedly to sing, with the
blessed Toplady-and the comfort that one at times gets is unspeakable
from the recollection that these now glorified ones were once down here
in these lowlands, the subjects, too, of the same sins and sorrows, fears
and faithlessness, as oUl'selves" Kind Author and Ground of my hope,
Thee, Thee for my God I avow;
My glad Ebenezer set up,
And own Thou hast help'd me till now.
" I muse on the years that are past,
Wherein my defence Thou h~st proved;
Nor wilt Thou abandon at last
A sinner so sigri:dly loved."
Yours affectionately,

D. A. D.

TO THE POOR AND NEEDY.
(A LETTER TO L<l.DY lIfAl~Y FITZGERALD, YELLING,

1777.)
BABE worm as I·am, I yet feel much for everyone who has begun the
glorious warfare of a Christian; I feel still more when ono is plucked
from among the high ones of the earth, "as a brand out of the fire; "
when there is found in Cresar's household an honourable lady bold to
confess the faith of Christ crucified, and returning to the ark of God, like
Noah's dove, over a vast world of waters gaping to swallow her up.
From the few words your ladyship droppecl in the chapel, I at once
understood your case to be the same with the greater part of the family
of onr Lord; for, strange as it may sound, it is too true that few, very
few, real Christians are in Gospel liberty, and free from gloomy doubts
and fears. The universal cause in these excellent persons is a diseovery
of manifold sins and corruptions of heart, to which they were once
strangers. They now feel prodigious unbelief, ancl often brutish stupidity
of mind. They are very often devoid of the spirit of prayer; they have
little delightful communion with God, and not many sensible impressions
from the love of Christ. They feel pride, and sloth, and self-love
fighting for the mastery. For these things, they are sadly cast down.
But we may say to such Christians, how read ye the Scriptures? Is it
not written that the "flesh," in God's children, "lusteth against the
spirit," and that they even bear about with them what properly deserves
the dreadful name of a "body of death;" but the Spirit of God must, by
the spirit of adoption, set these things right in the soul.
In every age, the most useful and excellent in God's Church, even
when sure of eternal glory, have been compelled to cry out, "Oh,
wretched man that I am!" Your soul, blessed be Goel, is athirst to
resemble tho chief of His saints. It is a divine ambition; yet you forget
that the very complaints so bitter to your soul were found in them allthe same chango in their spiritual frames, the same involuntary wanderings
in prayer, and many deficiencies. On this account, even St. Paul con-

Tile COS}&! lI£agazine.

lul

eluded himself "less than the least of all saints, and had no confidence
in himself." Indeed, were not our case here deplorably defective, what
need of atoning blood to cleanse the best, even those who have the spirit
of adoption, and convince them of the righteousness of God, which is by
faith" unto all, and upon all that believe"-of mercy in its brightest
display-of all the wonderful process in the salvation of the Church,
every part of which supposes, in the heirs of glory, defects and stains,
which have excited their tears and groans in all ages? Besides, daily
observation proves that no sooner do we lose a sense of our vileness, than
self-preference, or a conceit of our perfection, rises up in the mind. We
should, therefore, be humbled to the dust, from the knowledge of ourselves; but, so long as Christ is our only hope and our peace, and the
supreme desire of our souls is to serve and please Him in newness of life,
let us take courage, for the Lord will appear.
You fear lest you should at last be found a hypocrite. Many of God's
people have had this fear, some for a short, others for a long time. It is
often of great service to excite to gl'eater vigilance and diligence; but
love casts out this uneasy fear. Pray against hard thoughts of God, for
these are natural to us. Before we are lI,wakened, and believe the Word
()f God, we think, foolishly, that He is such a one as ourselves; and then
daringly live in the way of self-indulgence and conformity to a world
that hates Him, saying, Tush! there shall no harm h~ppen to us! When
all the penalties and pains denounced against the childrcn of disobedience
'Stand in full force against us, and the remembranco of this our wicked
way becomes grievous to us, and we even loathe ourselves for what we
have been and what we have done against our glorious God, then we are
beset with sad apprehensions, as if He wcre jmplacablc. Though His
nature be love, His mercies over all the work of Hifl hands, His longsuffering, as you and I know, exceedingly great; though He !:lweur by
Himself He hath put away our sin, we are still apt to fear lIe will be
extreme to mark what is done amiss by us. Though lie loved our persons
when we were dead in sin, and delivered up His Son for us when we were
enemies, yet we too often fear He does not love us, to save our souls
after we were reconciled.
May every good and every perfect gift be multiplied among you, prays
yours
H. VENN.
RELIGION IN THE ARMY.
To th~ Ecldor of the Gospel Magazine.
M: DEAR SIR,-It is generally admitted that our soldiers are ungodly
men, and I believe as a rule they are found to have little regard for God
and eternal things, yet, it is cheering to meet with some few exceptions.
I have in my church a young woman, who till very recently had
a brother, who was a sergeant in the army-he was located in India,
where cholera has been raging, and carried off many of our soldiers. He
wrote to his sister the following letter, a few weeks before he was seized
with cholera, and died, little thinking he was so near his end. But from
the tone of the letter it will be seen how God had taught him, and was
fitting him for glory : "July 5, 1872.
"My DEAR SISTER.-I often long to be absent from the body and present with the Lord, but I'm afraid it is from a wrong motive; it is to lay
.down my cross, rather than from a desire to see Jesus. Often, when my
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heart is bowed down with a sense of care, and trials, and sin, instead of
striving the more earnestly to bear my cross patiently, and overcome my
wicked thoughts and covetous desires, I groan, being burdened in spirit;
I murmur at heart, though I don't express it in words. It is my whole·
heart's desire to be more holy, more loving, more like Jesus, to bear my
cr?ss Ilfttienily; and yet, when my Father answers this very prayer of
mme, I feel it grievous and hard to bear. 0, why dost Thou tarry
so long, my God, my Saviour? Make no long tarrying, come quickly
31nd take me home. This is the language of my care-worn, tried, weepmg soul. Yet, perhaps, there is work for me here below. I have not
yet fulfilled my appointed mission on this earth, which is (oh, how truly!)
called 'a vale of tears.' Oh, my loving Saviour, give me grace and
strength from on high to bear patiently, to suffer for Thee, who suffered
liO much for me.
Oh, how very weak, how very sinful I Rm! 'Vas there
ever such a feeble, sickly branch as I am? Oh, help me to cling closer,
to keep cliNging', and above all, to trust Thee; then I shall come forth
tried and purified, and more resigned to Thy most holy will. My dear
sister, you know tue hymn which begins, I asked the Lord that I might grow
In f,tith, :tnd love, and e~·cry grace.'
That hymn describes my prescnt experience; but I shall soon emerge
from the wilderness; I shall soon cross the Jordan. I shall soon be an inhabitnrLt of the building' not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.'
Oh, that I had the tongue of an angel, to tell what the grace of God has
done for me: my tongue and pen fail. The twelve o'clock gun ha!! just
fired, telling me I am another 'day's march nearer home' nearer my
heavenly mansion, where Jesus dwells. I have been sorely tried oflate
with beth spiritual and temporal enemies, and worldly cares; every
avenue seemed closed against me, save one. May I, by Gael's help,
follow the workings of Bis Holy Spirit, and glorify Him in the furnace
of trial, for Jesus' sake. I have told Jesus all my cares and troubles,
and yet I don't feel that the burden is quite removed. I am so glad I
can tell them to a sister who can and does know such experience as this.
But Jesus is our great High Priest, who knows the infirmities and frailties
of the flesh, and, therefore, is able to succour us.
" May God bless you abundantly, and keep us both looking forward and
hastening unto the coming of the day of God. I will close, by asking you
to read 1 Peter v. 9, and also 13. To us who believe He is exceedingly
precious; the 'sweet promises' in His word are doubly sweet to us,
when we are being tried. How little I deserve; and how much have I
received! (Titus iii. 5). I could go on writing for au hour. Good-bye!
"Youn LOVING BROTHEu."
Now, we cannot read the above letter without feeling that the writer
was under the powerful teaching of the Holy Ghost, and that he belonged
to those of whom our Lord said, "Unto you it is given to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of God." True, he was in the providence of
God called to be a soldier, to serve our Queen; but he was a soldier of
Christ, and was daily fighting under the standard of the "Lion of the
Tribe of J udal!." Would that there were more of such in our army!
In a letter written to his parents bearing date September 3, 1872,
after giving an account of the fearful ravages the cholera was making in
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tho rogiment, the deceased wrote as follows :-" vVe begun a Bible
dass, in our regimental schoolroom, last Sunday but one. It is to be held
every Sunday morning at half-past nine o'clock. 'Ve had seventeen
each Sunday morning, and that is very good, when you consider the
ridicule and annoyance that a soldier brings on himself, when he is
known to attend such a meeting; and there is no escaping observation, fOJ:
the room is right in the middle of the barracks. It requires no small
amount of moral courage, for a man to con).e out from amongst his comrades, in such a manner; and no man can continue it without help from
on high. It is strange that in the army of the most Christian country in
the world, a man should be exposed to ridicule, and even persecution, for
kneeling at his cot, to pray, and for attending a religious meeting. But
this, alas, is only too true. I get very little annoyance. I have lived it
down; the beginners are pounced upon by these wolves of Satan, and
mercilessly torn. But, thanks be to God, there are many now in our regi.
ment who have kept the faith, and refused earthly emoluments from
officers, rather than compromise their consciences, by undertaking occupations unbecoming a Christian, which would have enriched their pockets
at the expense of their souls. Give my love to all my dear brothers and
sisters, and remember me to all my friends. I think when you get this
gloomy letter, you will want me to write once in three months, instead of
once a month. Accept my best love and affection; and if this should
(please God) be my last letter-for who can tell what an hour brings
forth, especially here ?-my last words to you all, I should wish to be,
'Except a man be born agaiu, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
heaven','
"Fnou YOUR LOVING SON."
It quite choerod our hoart when we ren.c1 tho abovo letters, from OIle
who, to bo a soldier of tho cross, rerluil'ed no littlo self-denial. It is an
easy mattor to make a profos,;ion of religion in this age, in which an
outward form of religion is fashionable; but no easy nlatter to endure
opposition from ungodly comrades, with whom you are mixing every
day. Nothing else will buoy a man up under such circumstances,
and animate him with courage to be faithful to Him who loved us, and
bought us with His own precious blood, but the grace of God in the
heart. And oh, if the grace of God take possession of the hen.rt, whatever be a man's calling, he must be true to Christ, in whom, as a poor
guilty sinner, he has all the bles3ings of salvation, as the effect of His
great redemption work-His precious blood, and all perfect righteousness.
To be untrue to Christ, would virtually be denying Christ, who..
says, "vVhosoever shall be ashamed of me, and of my words, in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of him shall the Son of man be
ashamed, when He shall come in the glory of His Father, with the holy'
angels." What a mercy to be kept true and faithful to Christ!
It seems that the deceased had a companion in the regiment, who was.
like-minded with himself, and that they talked one with another of the
great things of God. We gather this from a letter which his companion
sent to the parents of the deceased, informing them of his death. The
following are extracts :-" About half-past nine he sent for me. I at
once went to see him, and found him to be suffering from what appeared
the symptoms of cholera. As soon as I got into the room where he was
in bed, he said, 'Well, I'm going home,' and then gave some little directions about his work, which he wished me to see to. From that time ho
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gradually appeared to get worse, until about half-past five, when he
died. But I am very pleased to be able to tell you that, to him, the
sting of death was gone. He died 'in sure and certain hope' of going to
be for ever with the Lord. Very strange, that a few hours before he
spent a little time with me and my wife, and at dinner we were speaking
of the affiiction of some of God's children, when he remarked that he
would rather desire a short than a long illness, before death. We were
also speaking of recognizing each other in heaven, either of us little
thinking that in a few hours he would be
, Far from a world of grief and sin,
With God eternally shut in.'
" Of course I know a little of how you will feel when you re~d th!:l
contents of this letter; but sorrow not as those who have no hoperemember, for him it is far better.
"May the God of all consolation be 'your refuge and strength in this
your time of trouble," &c., &c.
Now it is refreshing to one's soul to find, that in the army in which
Satan seems to be master of the field, Christ has His vessels of mercythe redeemed members of His body, of His flesh, awl of His bones.
And oh, how cheering and consoling to know that He knows where they
are, and the difficulties they have to encounter, that He will not forsake
them, and in His own time come and fetch them away to be "for ever
with the Lord."
The sister of the deceased rema~'ked to us only a few weeks before his
death, that the Lord seemed to be teaching him very wonderfully, for he
had not the privilege of a Gospel ministry, as she was favoured with,
-and yet his letters evinced that he was growing in grace, and becoming
more deadened to the world than she was. The reason for this blessed
state of mind is now seen. The Lord was preparing him for glory. Oh,
how little the thin~s of earth are seen to be, and how worthless they are
felt to be, the nearer the believer comes to the termination of his earthly
course! And then, we like what the deceased said in the above letter to
his parents, "If this should oe my last letter, my last words to you all
I should wish to be, 'Except a man be born again, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God.''' We like a good beginning in things relating to
the world. If a young man have a good beginning in business, the probability is, that with proper diligence and carefulness he will succeed.
Some, we grant, do succeed, who have no good beginning. But in religion,
unless there be a good beginning, unless there be an heavenly birth, unless a man be born of the Spirit of God, there can be no true religion.
We do not believe in the religion of a man who begins with God; that
is not the right 1 the divine' order-God must be first. Christ says, "I am
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last-the beginning and the end,"
that is, Christ is the first in the work of salvation. Christ, by His almighty Spirit, begins with the sinner. He quickens life in the dead soul,
and says to the sinner, live; that is the beginning of true religion in the
soul. And, further, Christ is the end; that is, Christ will end the work
of grace-the work of salvation, in glory everlasting. AmI if a man
have received a heavenly birth, he cannot live for this world. Indeed,
he will feel the truth of our blessed Lord's words respecting His disciples:
.1 They are not of tIle world, even as I am not of the world."
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We have alroady extended our remarks to a greater length than we
intended. 'When the letters were shown to us, we thought that the Ohurch
of God ought to read them, as it is a very rare thing to meet with a truly
Ohristian man in the army; and so we decided to send extracts of the
letters, which might be profitable to some, if they appeared in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE,
That the r~ord the Spirit may own and bless their perusal to the souls
of His living family, is the prayer of
Yours in the bonds of the everlasting covenant,
Tyldesley.
JAMES J. EAsTMEAD.
THE LATE ME. WILLIAMS.
To the Editor of the Gospel llfaflftzine.
Wootton-under-Edfle.
DEAR SIR, - Having read an account in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of
1\11'. Williams, member of Gower Street, a blind servant of God, whose
aim was to debase man and all creature doings, and exalt the Lord Jesus
Christ; and, having some verses he composed before his death, on the
Orown of Thorns, I thought them worthy to be made more public, and
have sent them to you for that purpose, if you think proper. And may
the Lord spare your life to contend against the many errors which prevail,
and enable you to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the
saints, is the desire of the writer,
T. P.
THE CROWN OF THORNS.
IF all the crowns in heaven above,
Or the bri&,hLcr crowns of redeeming love,
Were centred. in onc of the loveliest forms,
They all must bow tu the crown of thorns.
When the host of hell against me rose,
And banded with self-the worst of foes,
They opened wide the gate of hell,
In desperate haste, my soul to sell.
But who stands there, amid fire and flood?
'Tis Christ in garments dyed in blood;
Before Him fled hell's dreadful forms,
No crown to me, like the crown of thorns.
o precious crown, though steeped in blood,
And brightened in sorrow's deepest flood;
Though thy gems were formed in the burning flame
, By many a martyr's undying name.
Yet when eal·th's crowns shall fade away,
This matchless crown shall ne'er decay;
'Twilll'eign in the highest heavens above,
Adored by countless looks of love.
And one will say, " Ah, now I see,
This crown of thorns was woven for me ; "
Another will say, "It drew that blood
Which saved my soul from hell's dark flood."
o marvellous crown, thee would I wear
On earth, Thy sufferings, Lord, to share;
In life and death, Thy power to tell,
The joy of heaven, the rage of hell.

166

The Gospel Mag-azine.
And oh, that I could blend in one
Each crown on the head of God's dear Son;
Through time and eternity ever to Thee
The lowest to bend my adoring knee.
And oh. when all Thy rallsomed meet,
To worship round Thy nail-torn feet,
M,Ly I, amid the blood-bought forms,
Be found a gem in the crown of thorns.

OUR LORD'S SEOOND OOMING.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Metgetzine.

DEAR SIR,-Myself, and others of your readers, would much desire to
'read a few articles in your valuable Magazine on the subject of "Our
'blessed Lot'd' 8 return to the earth." The Scriptures bearing on such topics
are so numerous, and yet are so differently interpreted by Ohristians, that
f will not trespass on your space to quote any of them on this occasion.
For instance, the calling of the Jews before the consummation of all things
will be recognised as an undisputed fact by all your intelligent readers;
but whether that glorious event is to precede or to follow the personal
reign of Christ? it would be most interestingly instructive to many
minds to read the thoughts of Bible students, your readers.
Again, what is to be understood by "the personal reign of Clwist"? is
it to consist of an appearance in his glorified body, prior to the final
judgment (Matthew xxiv.)? or as personal reign in the hearts of His
children, by the Holy Spirit, in a more manifest and glorified development,
analogo'U8 to that appearance on the day of Pentecost?
If I might suggest one of your able correspondents, likely to throw

light upon such points, I would name Mr. Cornall, whose power and
ability to make plain many difficulties to an ordinary reader, is un·questionably great; at all events, may a blessing attend any effort
that you may consider desirable to confirm the faith of God's children.
I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully,
J. M. J.

:!\ebielus anh

~otites

of ~oohs.

Rides in the llIission Field of South Aft·ica. By C. H. MALAN (then Major

in the 75th Regiment).

London: MOl'gan and Scott.

Pp. 154.

WE are much pleased with this book, and hope that it may be followed
by others of a similar kind. It is most desirable that Mission Fields
should be now and then visited by competent persons, who can give a
candid and an independent account of the work which is going on. Major
Malan's "rides" extended over '100 miles of British Kafharia. He seems
to have visited all the mission stations which lay neare his routo, whether
they belonged to the Church of England, Presbyterians, vVesleyans,
Moravians, Lutherans, Or Oongregationalists, and the account which he
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gives of what he saw and heard is most encouraging. Take, for example,
the following description of the opening of a new church at Mbulo ; " A fine day. After breakfast and family worship, we watched the arrival of the church
members and their guests, who came in from all points. The mOtintains along the various paths were occasionally brightened by a stream of the light dresses of the Christian
women, er a gleam of sun on the yellow blankets of the heathen, most of whom came on
horseback. About eleven some hundreds were assembled. The scene between 1lhe old
and now churches under the beautiful mountain was most animated. The arrival of
Cltptain lll)"th, the magistrate of the Fingo people, was to be the signal for the meeting.
His road luy up the valley, which we wutched. At length the appearance of a troop of
cavalry, moving at a smart pace, told us he was coming. As the party came nearer, we
could see a lady en horseback riding in front of him, and to the gratification of all it was
known that J\frs. Blyth had ridden over from Ngamakwe (17 milcs) with him-a long
ride, eilpeciaJly as therc was the same distance back to-day. Morie and the nati ves, headmen and people, Christians and red blankets, went down the hill to greet their chief and
his wife on their arrival at Mbulo. I stood and watched the scenc. The riding party,
some forty, in double files, looked very pretty as they rapidly advanced up the valley. The
crowd of happy natives going down to meet them made a picturesque mass as a foregl'Ound.
I thought how diffcrent this day's work here might have bcen but for the Gospel of Christ!
It might indecd have bcen a body of cavalry, led by Captain Blyth, and a host of mad savages
rushiR!l: down in impote!?-t fury to attack them! And when they.met, what a scene of
-bloodshed! Thank God, it was not so. I did, indeed, thank HIM. Many grand scenes
have I witnessed. I have looked at the mingled staffs of the English, French, Russian,
and Sardinian armies-a moving mass of colour, gold, and silver, and a wondrous sight it
was !--other spcctacles and grand military llisplays in plenty. No sccne I ever eujoyed
60 mnch as this! As Captain Blyth aud his wife and their body guard arrived, Monie and
'the people raised their hats, and gave them a shont of welcome, anll a general hand-shaking
and exchange of kind words ensned. Their body gnard were SOme of the people of Felkman, a Christian headman, and a nohle Fingo, whom I had the pleasure afterwards of
knowing at his own place. I will defer further notice of him until I get there. But
"P"opo", of the guard, he takes great interest in his people, and, among the boys of his
school and household, he hag trai'H:d a small troop of horsemen, which he hrought with
Captain JlIyth, bi" magistrate, to-day, to do him honoHr, aud to do them good. They
were an intCl'esting feature iu tho day's events, and tended to show tant Christianity was
-causing r,rogress in more ways tha!1 one in l~inbo Land. Captain null Mr'_ lilyth ready,
we all gathered at the church. BelDg a flne day, and there bemg no room for the company
inside the building, forms were placed in the verandah for the Elll'opeaus. The natives
seated themselves around us on the grass. The Christians occupied the front llnd right:
-the heathen, men and women, formed a dark red mass on the left. About Ol1e thousand
persons were thus as&embled under the open heavens. To look from them to the bealltifnl
valleys beyond, the mountains around, and the sky above, was a sight calculated to create deep
thought in a Christian mind. The object of the meeting was to read publicly a statement
of accounts connected with the building of the new church at J\fbulo, and, if possible, to
pay lip the balance of the cost of the ehlll'ch. A hymn opened the proceedings. Grandly
-swelled the sound of praise in the Kaffir tongue. Prayer with thanksgiving followed.
Captain Blyth, who was requested by Mr. Sclater to preside, then called on the missionary of
Mbulo to address the assembly. Mr. Sclater said it was exactly four years and nine months
,since he had come to live at the Mbulo. When he crossed the Kei, no vision of snch a
,meeting, after so short a period, had ever passecl before his mind. He would nave hardly
deemed it possible. At that time hii was the position of one settled in a district rampant with heathenism. Forty-nine members scattered throughout it, entirely destitute of
schools either on Sabbath or during the week-the only assemblies for worshipping in it
being two, held in tents. on Sunday; one at Mbulo Kueza, the other at the Lutubi. He
had striven to overtake the wants of his field by planting small stations, at suitable distances, throughout it. Under the divine blessing, their efforts had been crowned with
success. They had now six stations, six week-day schools, eight Sabbath schools, uncI
sixty enquirers. The commllnion roll, at the close of each year, had been as follows:61, 72, 109, 130, and was now 200. In the matter of buildings, they had put up six temporary churches, representing a total value of £100, the expense of which had been borne
.by themselves, and all were free of debt.
[He read It list of the contributors to the new church, and the financial statement, which
showed that it had cost £150, £98 of which had heen paid, leaving a debt .of £52. Aftcr
this, the meeting was addressed by Vaptain Blyth and other speakers. J .. " .. AmI
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now commence,l a most interesting scene-collecting money to pay the 'debt. It
was announced that persons willing to give were to bring their offerings to the table, at
which Captain myth and Mr. Sclater were sitting.
The first giver was willing, but not
able to comply with this request; for, if I mistake not, his gift was an ox and some
ten sheep, which would have upset the arrangements slightly if put upon the table! It
was a noble gift. The donor, Jonas Hlati, is teacher and evangelist at Xolobe, one of Mr.
Sclater's stations. Nothing can show bettcr thau such gifts that the native Christians
value the Gospel of Christ. He is not a rich man. The ox was valued at £6, and the
sheep at seven shillings each; so his donation WitS £9 10s. Od., a very large sum for a
native. Others came up to tlte table with money, according to their ability, and gave it
with grace. 'While the giving was goin~ on, one native after another addressed the
people, urging them to give liberally to the good work. At length, in quicker time than
I could have expected, Captain Blyth rosc, and decklred that the debt wus paid exccpt £3,
which he would be most happy to give. Grcat joy was manifested at this announcement."
The day was closcd by an evening service in the church.

The following wOl1ds of Major Malan are worthy of especial attention:"I had seen quite enough in the well-cultivated valleys of Peel Town, Doehnc, and
Umgwali, to satisfy me that Iho labours of thc missionaries had tended to promote habits
of industry among the heathen, to whom they preached salvation in the name of Jesus. A
look at thcsc valleys would givo the lie to any of the foolish and wicked men who, knowing nothing of missionaries and their work, either on account of one unhappy exception
they may have met with, but more gcnerally on second-hand and often unreliable information, condcmn tho work and labour3 of God's servants among the heathen, and discourage t:b.ose who arc willing to help the good cause. Too often such speaker> are officers of
the army or navy, who ought to know better. Little can be realize cl of the real work and
trials of those who ure thc pioneers of Christ among the heathen. In journeyings often,
in perils by land, in perils by water, in Vel'ils among the heathen, in dangers oft, in deaths
oft. Such is their lot. Great and glorious will be their reward in the day wheryJnen w;1l
see things [l~ God now sce~ them, and not as they appear to eyes blindcd by sin".tIie wo.
and the devil. ..
:' .. ' 1
..... l
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The Little Gleaner,

and Tile Sower. Volumes for 1872. !AJoLondon:
Houlston and Sons.
Two handy little volumes, filled with sound and interesting matter. The
former is intended for the young; the latter for persons of maturer
years, especially for the Lord's people.
The Swulay j)/[agazine for February contains an interesting letter from
Rome, addressed to the Rev. late Dr. Guthrie, by the Rev. Dr. ReI'; besides
several good m-ticles, and the continuation of three tales.
Golden Hours, edited by the Rev. W. M. Whittemore, D.D., contains,
besides the commencemont of some new stories, a remarkable account
of Fen-land and Fen-men, ancl extracts from the hitherto unpublished
Journal of an Australian explorer.
The Stony Rorul; and Wee Donald. By the Author of the "Friend in
Need Panel's." London: Hamilton, Adams, and Co., and Partridge
and Co. ~ Pp. 172.
Two tales in humble life, suitable for the young; the one depicting the
COlUmon story of the evils of intemperance, and of a foolish marriage; and
the other, the trials of a young lad brought up in a low neighbourhood,
but carefully instructed by a Christian mother.
We havo also received The Redeemirlg Love of ,God,. Spiritual Blessing,.
Sunshine,. Our Own Fireside,. The Day of Days,. Home IVot'ds; TIle
Gospel Herald.. Brit'ish 7fTot'l,lIutn; Bt'itish Juvenile; Montltly Record of
the Protestant Et'ftn.r;elical Mission,. The Rock; Address of the Committee
of the Protestant Atlirmcc; 171c TViltslz'/1'e Protestant Beacon,. &c.

