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\Vha comlorteth us in all our tribula.tioD, tha.t we may be able to comfort them which :tro ill any
trollble. by tho oomfort wherewith we ourselves are oomforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

THE LOHD HEAHING AND HEEDING HIS PEOPLE
" Then they that jeared the Lord spake ojten one to another: and thc
Lord herwkened, and heard it, and a boo!. of remembrance was written
.vqfore Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His
name."-MALAcHI iii. 10.
:BELOvED, we return to our subject of last month. In our previous
IJaper we gave a few simple facts touching the communion of saints.
Before' wc proceed, we would specially remind you of how they are
described in the portion above quoted: they are those who "feared
the Lord." Now, mark, it is not a slavish fear that is here spoken of.
All men by nature are the subject of this fear; for, however they may
appcar to cast it off, and to speak as though there were no God,yet,
with all their seeming bravado and defiance of the Most High, saying,
~, How doth Goel know? and is there knowledge in the Most High? "
we read of the selfsame men, and that, too, in immediate connection
with the dechmtion, that" they set their mouth against the heavens,
and their tongue walketh through the earth," ,. How are they
brought into desolation in a moment! they are ~ttterty consumed with
ie1'r01·S."
We are anxious, from time to time, to deal withjacts, They were
simple facts which we stated in our last. Here is another fact, in
illustration of the point now before us, which only occlilTed two days
since. A patient was informed by her doctor that she was dying.
She instantly began to scream! In order to soothe her, he gave her
a draught, but it was to no purpose. Within ten minutes of the
doctor's leaving the house, she died screaming!
Header, it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God! "Our God," says the Apostle, "is a consuming fire." That
is, out of Ohrist !
.
Take another fact with respect to blaspheming presumers. A
certain man in .a neighbouring parish, seeing a funeral pass by the
public-house in which he was seated at the time, sneeringly wrote an
epitaph for his own tombstone! The following week he was a dead
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man! This occurred a little more than a year ago. It was named
to us at the time by one who could vouch for its truth. A few
weeks since, a young man in the same parish said, derisively, " What
a splendid corpse I should make!" Shortly after-ere tho day had
passed away-a wall fell upon him, and his blasphemous saying was
put to the test. He was instantly a corpse! Whether a "splendid"
one or not, we will leave the reader to judge.
Oh, how true is that passage, as well as all other Scripture, "Be
not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a lllan "owcth, that
shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption, but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of theSpirit reap life everlasting."
.
It is not, however, the merely openly profane that are at the present
time living virtually in a defiance of God, but such as are professedly
engaged in His servicc, who, at the same time, are, to the utmost
of their power, propagating the most damnable heresies that wereever broached. Take, for example, thc extract from a sermon which
we give under the head of "Protestant Beacon." The sermon was
heard by one of our correspondents, alid for the correctness of theextract he vouches.
Now, with such painful facts before us as those to which we havejust alluded, what a recognition of the Lord's tendcr mercy and
what gratitude are due from the Lord's own deal' children, in that
He opened their eyes, and so savingly affected their hearts as that a.
totally different state of things characterizes their condition. N otwithstanding they may be exclaiming with the Psalmist, "Although
my house be not so with God "--" things with respect to both meand mine are not as I would have them"-yet such may say, "Blessed
be His name, it is not with me as with such as those to whom allusion
has just been made. I do revere His great and holy name. I do
love His Word, His house, His people, and His ordinances. The
world has no charms for me. I can truly say, 'Give me Ohris
else I die! '
" 'Though words can never tell my case,
Nor all my sorrows paint,
This I can say before Thy face,
That Christ is all I want.'''

" There are times and seasons," says such soul, "that, notwithstand·
ing all I feel, and all I fear, I can say in my heart-although I
may not venture to attempt to express it with my lips-' Lord, Thou
knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love The.' Moreover, let
me mourn even more than I do over the want of filial fear, holy zeal,
heavenly-mindedness, spirituality of thought and word, yet I can, with
the utmost truth, say, when I hear of others' misdoings, ' So did not I,
because of the fear of the Lord.' Let the fear hav arisen from whatever cause or source it may have done, still I could not say or do
that which was set before me, because of that certain something
(whatever it may have been) which had possession of my breast."
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Ah, dear read 1', who.t a debt l'
free and sovereign
grace do such bl
U motions and u h 11 viu hindrances renderthee!
How w 11 m y st thou "than
anu take courage."·
Far better, beloy I L l' mblo than to tl'iCl
Next, we are t 1 in ur text that thes
-£ l'ing ones "spakeoften one to an th 1'.
Surely there i n. I' n.t lack of this old-fashi n I il cl of thing in
the days in whi h , (lL . However, rare as it iA, II v rtheless, it is
very blessed wh Lt ill L r 1 is pleased to bring 11is tw s :md threes
to meet on th wo. tl1' II h this " waste howling wiJU rn ss. " We
touched a littl \l) 11 hi, 1 ved, in our last; and w maintain that,
where there i this I'y
ional meeting and greetin o.mong the'
members of th u . <1 m <1 f roily, the unction, and th d wand the
power whioh f 1'th tiro. b in 0.1' realized are never forgotten! It is.
the spiritual u: mo. nry that binds and bands together th living
members f the living family. It opens up and unravels that" secret
of the Lord which is with them that fear Him," as expressed by the
brethren whom Jesus fell in with I1S they journeyed to Emmaus.
" Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us by the
way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures?" We repeat, these
seasons, however short, are nevel' fOl'gotten! They abide, and they
retain such a powerful hold of the heart as mere dry doe tl'inal discussion
never can either obtain or retain. Why, sometimes, there is merely:>
as it were, a password exchanged between these meeting-and-greeting
ones. That's enough. There's the spiritual freemasonry. We remember, forty years ago, one single remark at a shop window, by an,
aged one, never seen before nor since, left not merely the family
recognition, but its dew and its unction upon the heart, from that
day to this. The contemplation of the countenance of a certainc
hearer seated in the gallery of Gowor Street Chapel, fully forty years
ago, was such as never since has been erased. That devoted listener,
under the simple preaching of the vVord, proved to be a cab-driver, .
for we saw him soon afterwards drivir:.g a cab through the crowded
streets of Londoll. At the first Leicester Conference we attended
there was a face which betokened an interest and an anxiety which·
we as much believe indicated true spiritual life as we believe we noW.
hold pen in hand. The world may laugh, and mere letter religionists .
sneer, but this is whatwecallspi1'itualfreemasonry, and with which those
precious Scriptures have to do, " As in water face answereth to face, so
doth the heart of man to man," and, " As iron sharpeneth iron, so doth
the countenance of a man his friend."
The same idea holds good in regard to other modes of spiritual'
communication, A sermon preached, or a passage in a book, endears,
as the case may be, the preacher or the writer from that time forth.
An impression is made, and an interest awakened, which time can never
eradicate or erase!
And all this is a feature of the godly fear spoken of in our text-that fear which Solomon declares to be "a fountain of life, to depart
K 2
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from the snares of death." It is a fear which exists in spirituallyquickened and divinely-awakened souls, and is an essential feature of
that purely sovereign and distinctive life of which Jesus speaks, as the
Good Shepherd, when He says, "My sheep hear my voice, and I
l.--now them, and they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life;
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
h.and.".
Reader, mark, there are only two states-no intermediate conditi9n. We are either spiritually alive, or else "dead in trespasses
and sins." Now, if you personally are the subject of any of those
feelings or emotions of which we have spoken-interest in 01' love to
the brethren, because you believe they belong to the Lord-you personally and individually are the partaker of that eternal life, and
shall never-no, never-perish. " Let God be true, and every man a
liar."
But we pass on to consider the next statement in the words of our
text: "And the Lord hearkened and heard."
That is a wonderful expression in the Oanticles, and may well excite
our amazement, as bearing upon oqjects who are feelingly so unlovely
-yea, so black and so base-in their own efitimation: "0 my clove,
that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs,
let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for swcet 1:8 thy
'voice, and thy countenrl1lce is comely." Now, but as a revelation to
faith, and upon the principle, "What will ye see in the Slmlamite?
As it were the company of two armies," such a statement woulLl be
utterly incomprehensible.
Again, with respect to "the Lord hearkening and hearing" the
talk between one and another of His children, which, for most part,
is about their sorrows and their doubts and their fears, as to whence
they are, what they are, where they are, and whither they are going,
it seems equally impossible that the Lord J ebovah-the God of the
whole earth-should regard and be interested in such. N everthe]ess,
one Scripture settles this question: "Thus saith the Lord, The
heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where ie the
house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?
For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have
been, saith the Lord: but to this man will I look, even to him that
is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word" (Isa.
"lxvi. 1, 2). "The Lord hearkened and heard." Does not the
." hearing" bespeak" heeding," dear reader? Surely it goes beyond
the mere hearkening, as a matter of course-the nominal kind of
thing, so oft to be met with among men. Take, for example, the vast
clistinction upon the part of listeners in a court of justice. How allabsorbed the attention upon the part of some, in oontrast to the llstless11ess of others.
In illustration of this, we shall not easily forget a scene we personally witnessed in court, last year, when a man was being tried
upon the charge of murder. There he stood, or rather sat, hour after
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hour, in the d
1\ witness after witness gave evid n
him. W e ~ 1 liu' mOre than we can express, as w gl
poor fellow- inll -\' ttnli thought of the momentous 0.1 Mti
ing the v l'li, t whi h would presently be given.
I
11
11 t
upon that v rlill ill rumontally hung the prolongati 11, Ill' th ut illy,
otf in a few dlL , f the life of that hapless fellow-cl' .tillr, '1') 1111 I
smiled, as w L
m do, or contemplate that whol 11. 11 ,ith light
ness or indi1t lit', we could not.. vV' e felt, "Suppo w ,,1' Lll u
to chang pllwl' ,ith that poor man, what would III v b 1\, Ut
feelings?"
I tll ught, too, that no thanks wha
t' w r du t
d r a t ID r y
us that our po Hi II were not transposed. It was
-His frc and
r ign grace alone-that made th difl'r n .
f ih
".Hearing. I J3 1 ved, there are some blessed t tirn ni
Psalmist wit 11 r o.rd to this " hearing" at which we ha. hiu d, iu
his thirty-fourth 1> o.1m; and that Psalm, we are told, WI\8 writt n in
connecti n with ry grave dangers, so that there was iud d abundo.nt
reason f r h
ord's graciously hearing and heeding his ry.. Th
preface 1'th J} o.1m reads: "A Psalm of David, when h changed hi .
behaviour f
birnelech; who drove him away, and he departed.' ,
" I sought tI Lord," says David, in the fourth verse, "and HQ;
heard ID ,o.ud 1 livered me from 0.11 my fears." What 0. full and..
what a c mprch naive deliverance, therefore, was this! Not merely
was the l~lmi t freed from the dangNs by which he was e\lcompass d,.
but from hi fi aI's likewise. Ah, reader, this was blessed indeed..
How seld m w realize this. Facts andjeal's are two very different
things. 'rom th one we may be delivered. How rarely from the
other! W 0.1' for most part 80 much the subject of fear and dis····
quietude and anxiety of some 80rt, that few-very few, according to
our feeble stimat of the matter-but lllu"t fall under the charge, "He
that jearetlt is not made perfect in love." People may profess to be
so; they may tatk of it; but, wheu plunged into trial, or when the.
Lord sees fit to test and to prove tltcm in some sensitive way, away
goes that "perfect love" in which they boasted. We remember
reading som where of that poor deluded PEARSALL SMITH stating,_
that he had lost ft son grown up to manhood, but that he had never
had an hour's disquietude about it, or words to this effect. We do.
not recollect ever having read a page of that man's ,vritings, but wc,
stood in doubt of him, or his faith, from the moment we met witkthat statement. Blessed be God, wo are not ignorant, personally, of
what it is to exclaim, under agoniziug bereavement, "The Lord gave,
and the Lord hath taken away; blcssed be the name of the Lord; "
but, at the same time, to say that such bereavements caused no sorrow
-no grief-no discomfort-would ba utterly false. Although, in
reply to the inquiry. "Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the chilli?" the Shunamite was enabled to say~
"It is well," did she feel nothing? What else but intense feeling
caused her to undertake the journey to the man of God upon Mount
Carmel? 'What caused her so to catch him by his feet that Gehazi"

\
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his servant, "came near to thrust her away"? What but his sense
,of her anguish of heart led the prophet to say, "Let her alone,
for her soul is vexed within her; and thc Lord hath hid it from me,
and hath not told me "? What was it but intense feeling that led
her to exclaim to the prophet, "As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, I will,not leave thee" r How absurd, therefore, is it to imagine
that those who have faith have no feelil/g; in other words, that those
who triumph in the Lord have no t1'avai/, of soul. Had Job no feeling,
when he exclaimed, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord"? Let the whole history answer
the question. Had the rsalmist himself no feeling, when "he went
up by the ascent of Mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had
his head covered, and he went up barefoot;" and yet at that very
time he said of the cursing Shimei, "Let him alone, and let him
,curse; for the Lord hath bidden him. It may be that the Lord will
look on mine affliction, and thl1.t the Lord will requite me good
for his cursing this day? "
But, again, in the sixth verse of the thirty-fourth Psalm, David says:
"This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all
his troubles." Here is a blessed combination, dear reader: the cry"This poor man cried;" the compassion-" the Lord heard him; " the
<lomprehensiveness-" and saved him out of all his troubles," Oh,
what a blessed covenant chain 1 Mark the links in this chain, beloved.
" This poor man cried, AND" -as though as a matter of course, and so
it is a matter of course, for where the Lord begets the cry there He,
in due time (His time,mark you),hears and heeds-" and" (here is the
link 1)-" AND the Lord heard him, and "(here is another link-link by
link uniting the one blessed covenant chain)-" AND saved him out
,of all his troubles."
Then how blessed is the testimony in the fifteenth verse, "The eyes
,of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto their
<lry." We speak it with reverence when we say, the Lord is here, as it
were, accommodating Himself, in the description which He allows to
be given of Himself~ to the sayings of men, who, in order to set forth
the intensity of attention or heartfelt interest in a person or thing,
will exclaim, "He was all eyes and er;ws." Nought ...vas allowed
to escape either the one or the other. And so it is with respect to
the Lord and His dear children.
Again, as though to intensify the testimony given in the sixth
verse, and as though to meet the fears of any that the statement there
given had a limited application, and merely referred to David or to
'some one whom he had specil111y in view, we have in the seventeenth
verse a precious repetition, where we read: "The righteous cry, and
the Lord heareth; and delivereth them out of all th ir troubles." So
that it is by no means confined to one of the household of faith, but
it is a family portion, it belongs to-is the special privilege and right
<of-the whole election of grace.
But, dear reader, in regard to this hearing and heeding of which
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we have spoken, we, alas! are so apt to confuse matters, o.ntl jlltl
of the Lord as we judge of eaoh ther, or to limit and Ul) r \ i
Him and I is deliverances; as we w uld poor fallible man. nu ill
not do. The Lord will not allow this. It has been truly id f
that preoious portion, "Call upon me in the day of tr nbl ,
and I will d liver thee, and thou shalt glorify me," that tb
l'
does not say when He will deliver. But this we know, by the many
precious examples left upon record in the Word, as well as by personal
and hearH It 'perience, that the
I'd always delivers in the 1'iglit
time, as w II a in the 1'ight way. Re never misses in regard to time,
nor mars with r speet to means. He:11ways does His work in a
God-like way-in a way and with a completeness and perfection
worthy of i self!
As to th int rmcdiate stage, however, between the hearing and the
helping'; ah, th l' , there comes out poor fallen human nature! There
it shows iLs If in its frailty and folly indeed. Listen, dear reader, to
the utteran , during this appal' ntly critical jlillcture between the
.hearing and h helpiJlg: "In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord:
my sore ran' n the night(striking e.'pression !), and ceased not: my soul
refused to b
mforted. I remembered God, and was (consoled and
<Jomforted
o! but was) troubl d: I complained, and my spirit
was overwh Imed. Thou holdest mine eyes waking: I am so
troubled that I caJlnot speak. . . . Will the Lord cast off for
-ever? and will He be favourable no more? Is His mercy clean
gone for v r? doth His promise fail for evermore? Hath God forgotten t b gracious (think what a question-the holy, the
righteous, th s If-existent, the omniscient, omnipresent J ehovah
forget ind d!)? hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies? "
<See Psa., L'xvii.)
But turn to the fortieth Psalm, and this, also, is declared to be a
:Psalm of David. It contains, however, incontestable evidence that it
was a Psalm of David's Lord.
"I waited patienU!/ for the Lord." Reader, what say you to this,
in a personal and experimental point of view? If we mistake
not, if honest to our own souls, instead of saying, I waited patiently
(or, as in the margin, "In waiting I waited "), we should the
rather say, "I waited petulantly for the Lord." Is it not so, reader?
Ah, the impatience, the fretfulness, the forgetfulness, the ingratitude!
Oh, could we p,nalyze our waitiJlg and our so-called worship, how
utterly abashed and ashamed we should be! Who of us can say,
« I waited patiently for the Lord"? The writer, for one, dares not
dream of such a thing, It would be a lie upon the very face of it.
Beloved, in connection with this position, there shine forth most
blessedly the fulness, freeness, and sovereignty of divine grace. In
proof of this, just turn to the prophet J onah, and what perfectly
astoundiug and marvellous displays of forbearing love, mercy, grace,
and compassion do we there find, in regard to the Lord's dealings
with His proud, petulant, rebellious servant? We cannot see how
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any poor sinner whatever need despair after such wondrous mamfestations of tenderness and mercy as are there revealed.
We cannot attempt more than a glance at the subject. Two or
three thoughts, however, were presented to our mind, during our last
reading of this remarkable book, which we hope to touch upon.
in our next. Meanwhile, may the Lord give the reader to realize
the great fact, that His eye is perpetually upon him, and that He
who" hearkens and hears" His dear communing ones is the selfsame almighty and all-gracious One who, notwithstanding all their
doubts and fears, says, " I know the thoughts that;1 think toward
you; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected
end; " and, "My people shall never be ashamed."

St.

Lt~ke'8,

Bedminster, Feb. 13, 1876.

THE EDITOR.

"BRING ME MY WINDING-SHEET."
IN the middle of the eleventh cemtury there arose a Mahometan prince
in Egypt by the name of Saladin. He ascended the throne of the ancient
Pharaohs, and his legislative genius constituted him the glory of his own
country, while his military exploits inspired Ohristendom with the terror
of his name. The wealth of the East was in his lap, the fate of millions
hung upon his lips, and one half of the world was at his disposal. At last
Death, the common conqueror of us all, came to smite the crown from his
brow, and to dash the sceptre from the hand of this mighty monarch. As
he lay upon his dying bed, his soul· was overwhelmed with those
emotions which must, under such circumstances, agitate the bosom of
every thinking being. At last, rousing himself from his reverie, he said,
"Prepare and bring me my winding-sheet." It was immediately done,
and unfolded before him. The dying Sultan then added: "Bring here
the banner round which my chosen soldiers have rallied in so many
victories." It was brought. He then said, "Remove those silken folds,
and attach to the staff this winding-sheet, and let the crier, accompanied
by the musicians, pass through all the streets of Damascus, and at every
corner wave this banner and proclaim, 'This is all that remains to the
mighty Saladin!'" The hearts of the multitude almost ceased to beat as
the white sheet, soon to enshroud their beloved monarch's limbs, is waved
before them. Not a sound disturbs the silent city as the voice of the crier
exclaims, "This is all that remains to the mighty Saladin!" Not a
sound of mirth was heard, and tears started unbidden into eyes unused
to weep. As the stars came out in the sky, the spirit of the monarch took
its flight to thejudgment-seat of Ohrist. Seven hundred years have since
that hour rolled away, and what now remains of this monarch? Not
even a handful of dust can tell us where was his sepulchre! Are you
young, are you rich, are you powerful, are you unconverted, are you
wicked? Soon you will have to point to your winding-sheet and say, "This
is all that now remains to me!" Are you bereaved, weary, brokenhearted, but yet a saint? SOOD you will be able to say, "This winding-sheet
is all that remains to me of every conflict and every sorrow! I am going
home! going to be for ever with the Saviour! "-Rev. J. W. Carter.
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A RED-LETTERED WORD IN THE COVENANT OF GRACE-

"EVERLASTL.YG! "

(Is.4.. xlv. 17.)

TIllS precious word has come with such unction and power upon our
heart that we cannot, and we do not want to, get away from it. It rings
in our ears, it cheers our spirit, it strengthens our faith, and we must give
it to the family of God as we have received it in its unfoldings. We have
taken down our title-deed, we have opened the covenant of grace. and
at the commencement of every paragraph Faith sees this red-lettered
word, "Everlasting!" Oh. a we read it, tears of joy flow, and the feeling comes over us, Can it b possihle that this covenant of grace determines my eternal destiny? Dear fellow-pilgrim, it is so. The deed of
heaven is for those who feel their unworthiness, are subject to many
doubts and fears, are trembling yet trLtsting, who know the Lord, and are
leaning upon Him. To Buch it will be refreshing to have BOille of the
precious point!! of this covenant which is registered in heaven brought
out to view by the Spirit's teaching; and it is laid upon us at this time t()
do so, reminding you that the deed referred to was devised and arranged
by the eternal Father, carried out to the letter by the eternal Son,
written by the eternal Spirit, and ratified, confirmed, and sealed by the
eternal Three. All we have to do is to receive by faith, which is God's
gift, t.he blessings with joy and rejoicing of spirit, and to adore and magnify our covenant God for the riches of His grace and communications
of His love.
Now, in deeds which relate to earthly possessions or matters, we know
that important covenants commence with the words, "Provided also," or
"Provided always," and that such have reference to conditions which
must be carrieel out by those who would gain the benefit in view. Not so
in God's covenant. '.rhe provided always relates to the work which He has
done and secured in the depths of His will for the election of grace.
Viewing it, then, in this light, the first paragraph to which we drawattention, and which has our red-lettered or blood-coloured word, isProvided always an1'.'vcrlasting FOUl/dation. It is a gr{Jatthing to begin well,
and we may depend upon it our covenant Goel has done so. "If the foundation be destroyed, what can the rig-hteous do?" But our God has laid the
foundation of His plan and purpose, in the infinitude of His wisdom and
love. Hence those memorable words (Prov. x. :l5), "As the whirlwind
passeth, EO is the wicked no more; but the righteous is an everlasting foundation." Again, thirtieth verse, " '1'he righteous shall never be removed.'
Now, here is something solid-a safe standillg-" the foundation of the
righteous." And how is this laid? Not on the sand of man's free will, but
on the rock of God's unchanging purpose.
Provided always Evtrlasting Laic.
"The Lord hath appeared of
old unto me, saying, I have loved thee with an everlasting love;
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." This is, indeed,
"touching the election of grace."
They are the beloved for the
Father's sake; and that love is of such a character that it is not
affected by what God sees in His children. 'fhis is a strong remark,
some would say, and one which, of course, freewillers would plunge
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against immensely; but we put it to you, fellow-Christian, if His
love were affected by what He saw in His children, where should you
and I have been long since? It is wonderful how He bears with our ways
in the wilderness, and says, "How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? Is
Ephraim my cl ear son, is he a pleasant child? for since I spake against
him, I do earnestly remember him, saith the Lord." Nor is this everlasting love wrapt up in Deity. It is displayed in a thousand different
ways, to the interest of the elect, and, with all they pass through, they
are not left without love tokens. Sometimes, it is true, they take the form
of afflictions, trials, chastisements, and bereavements, but there is as much
love in these as in the brio-hter side of the Christi:m's life. And this
Bverlasting love is not a m~re expression. Jesus has given abounding
proof of it. Christ hath loved u<;;-precious truth !-and given Himself for
us. Ah, there is its manifestation of a truth"He came to earth to blecd and die;
Was ever love like this? "
But let us again to our title-deed, and read another paragraphProvided always an EvoJ'last£ng Possoss£on. "I will give unto thee, and
to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God" (Gen.
xvii. 8; xlviii. 4). That will do. Riches take to themselves wings and fly
away. "Ve cannot hold anything long, and the constant changes which
are round about us make nothing of an earthly character certain. But
the children of God have an " everlasting possession."
And then, on turning to the covenant again, we readProvided always Everlasting Meroy. "The Lord is good, His mercy is
Bverlasting-" (Psa. c. 5). It is very sweet to think of God's mercies
towards His Church, and that He declares in their bestowment He is
exalted. Note the words: "Therefore will the Lord wait, that He may
be gracious unto you, and therefore will He be exalted, that He may have
mercy upon you." And the Lord's waiting- here is, we take it, a blessed
watching for times when He will put forth His goodness and mercy on
His peopl6's behalf, their extremity being- His opportunity, when He will
work so signally that this must magnify His name. He is exalted in our
deliverance. And again, "He will be very gracious unto thee at the voice
of thy cry." What mercy is here! As the child's cry touches a tender
chord in .the parent's heart, so the child of God's cry cannot be heard by
a heavenly Father without His heart of love being moved on his behalf;
for, when He shall hear, "He will answer thee:" Can you imagin more
gracious words than the following, "Call upon me in the day of trouble:
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me" ? (Psa. 1. 15.) The Lord
speaking to His children. And He is not a God that can lie. If He gives
a covenant promise, we may depend upon its performance. Oh, then,
fellow-troubled one, call upou Him, remind Him of His promise, and
the "Thou shalt glorify me" shall come. We have nothing really to
fear, for the Lnrd is on our side.
e,

Who shall the Lord's elect condemn P
'Tis God that j l1stifi.es their souls;
And mercy, like a mighty str am,
O'er all their sins diviuely rolls."

But to refer ngain to our title·doed. We read-
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Provided alwa}'8 an E'Jerlastin,q RifJIltoou81l RH. "Thy righteousness is
an everla tin rightoousness" (Psa. cxix. 1(12). This is a comfort; for,
al'1y lessons which every
verily, we ha n ne of our own. One of th
child of God will xperimentally learn in th I:l b. 1 of Christ is that his
own righte U811 88 is as filthy rags, not to be tl'U t-d in for a moment,
yea, cast a id a worthless, and that which he annat find in himself
he will find in hrist, and the words of the proph t
aiah will become
very preci UB t him," In the Lord shall all the
d of Israel be justified, and I1nll glory." The Apostle Paul, in equally forcible language,
asserts, "n hath made Him to be sin for us, who kn w no sin, that we
might be mad the righteousness of God in Him." H ne ,if we look at
the person, h racter, and work of the Lord Jesus, we shall see at once
how comIl t ly He is the Church's righteousness, and what she gains
is imput d t her by Him. For instance, it is said of Jesus that "righteousn 88 hall be the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness the girdle of His
rein." h, dear reader, are we hanging by faith to that girdle? Depend
upon it, it will sustain us through all. He is said, also, to have" put
on right ousness as a breastplate." If we, therefore, stand behind
Him- heltered by Him and secure-no weapon that is formed against us
can prosper, and ever.y tongue which shall rise in judgment against us
e shall condemn. You see, therefore, at once, the eternal safety of
such a position. "This is the heri~'ag'e of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord."
Again, Jesus asserted Himself that it became Him to fulfil all righteousness. Hence it is declared that" He hath fulfilled the law for
righteousness sake." Now, if we put these things together, we see that
the righteousness we depend upon is everlasting, and can never fail us;
and we may say, while writing of Jesus' justifying righteousness, it
appears to us that one of the most wonderful passages in God's "iV-orcl is,
""Vherefore, my brothren, ye also are become clead to the law by the
body of Christ, that ye should be married to another, even to Him who
is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God,"
the Church of God no longer bound by the covenant of works to the
law husband, for ho is dead, but married to another, even Christ, who
has paid all her debt, and set her freo. And thus is fulfilled the promise,
"I will betroth thee unto me for evor; yea, I will betroth thee unto me
in' righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in
mercies. I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness, and thou shalt
know the Lord." These are indeod wonderful truths. May the Lord
the Spirit cause us to live upon them and rejoi:le in them.
And then, turning to the covenant of grace again, faith reads another
precious heading, namelyProvided always an Everlasting Salvation. "Israel shall be saved in
the Lord with an everlasting- salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor
confounded world without end" (Isa. xlv. 17). How often are words said
and sung thoughtlessly. There is a precious sentence which is sung in
the churches of our land, yet who has weighed its import? We allude
to those words, "We will hAartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation," or, as it is in the Word, "Make a joyful noise to the Rock of our
salvation" (Psa. xcv. 1). Now, if salvation were a thing which only commenced with the creation of the world, it would only be comparatively
strong. So, if it only commenced with the manifestation thereof in the
believer's soul when he is born again, it would only be comparatively
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strong. But, if it were a matter which depended upon the caprice~o~ tl~e
creature to accept or reject it, it would be worthlessly weak. Or agam, .If
it were a thing which could be received and afterwards lost, and lts
recipient left to perish, it would be weak indeed. B.ut it is not thus, and.
we can heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvatlOn, because we look
back to ages before the world was made, and gather from the Word that
the purpose, and power, and perfections of Deity were united in a gr?,nd
covenant compact for the salvation of the Church of Christ, agamst
which purpo~e and compact earth and hell may combine to destroy, but
they never can. Oh, I do wish, dear reader, we could thoroughly lay
hold of this great and precious truth, tAe stnngtA of God's salvation.
Surely, if we did so, we ~hould have many a misgiving removed and
many a Iear calmed.
God the Father determined to save.
.
God the Son dying to save.
God the Holy Ghost distinguishing from an ungodly world m order to
save.
Oh, "let us heartily rajoice in the strength of our salvation." It is
not dependent upon the weakness of the creature, but upon the power of
Jehovah.
"Salvation, what a glorious plan!
How suited to our need!

which raises fallen man
wonderful indeed.
I TheIsgrace

And that grace will help 'us through the world, and bring us safely
home.
But we again turn to the covenant of grace, and readProvided always Everlasting Life. Proof indeed we have that the
life we live in the flesh is not everlasting, for" change and decay in all
around I see;" but the life we live by faith in the lSon of God is life
eternal, and there is abounding consolation in laying hold of this fact,
that the life which is the gift of God can never die out. "For the wages
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Chl·ist
our Lord." It may be as a spark, as a desire, as the tender blade, as a
breathing after God, but it ill eternal. It ~prings from God, and is inspired by Him; and, as God cannot die, neither can any emanation from
Him die. The life of God in the soul must last as He lasts.
But another precious gift we read ofProvided always Et1erlasting StrengtA. God's strength and power
is ever at work for His people. Their strength is to sit still. Did you
ever notice, dear reader, that, with l·egard to that precious passage,
" Trust ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord J ehovah is everlasting
strength," the marginal reading is, "the Rock of ages"? Oh, this is
firm standing! Potent enemies surround us and are within U8. Sin,
Satan, the world, the flesh, the professing Church, are at war with us.
We can do nothing of ourselves against such foes, and have need of the
whole armour of God, so that there shall be no opening. "And above
all," says the Apostle, "take the shield of faith;" as much as to say,
"Oover the vital parts, so that the devil, with all his wiles, Dlay not make
a point." And who but God Himself is the Christian's shield? His pArfections, His covenant power, faithfulness, &c., encompass the saints.
Then" the sword of the I:3pirit," too, is to be wielded. And, having done
all-that iB, "put on the whole lnmour of Go:.l," in all its parts and
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\l 0(1
blessed fittin s-" having done all, stand!" keep yom'
n·
tinue at your post!
Dear read 1', viewing our strength thus as all of God, e, l' ill {I in l\
and for us, 'IV I~k as we are in ourselv s. and incapable of facing tit
in creature insufficiency, we can yet Din

"Like a. mighty army,
Mov
li Ohurch of God;

Brethren, we are treading
Where the saints have trod.

Blit again to ur title-deed, and th rA we readProvided nlw JS Bverlasting Consolation, And can we not, appealing
to our G d, 8"'y, "In the multitud of my thoughts within me, 'l'liY
COMFORTS d li~ht my soul"? Oh, what real r;onsolation is connected
with the Lord'~ comf(J1'ts when He bt'eaks in upon the sonl, when He
reassures \\6 that all is well, when
unveils Himself in the beauty of
His person, ond wlHm He whisp rs peaco!
Nothing of Rn earthly
charact r ia tnparable with sueh comfort as this.
And bow n feels the need of th Holy Spirit more and more as the
"God £ all me rt!" There is so much that is of a trying character
croppin up day by day and hour by hour; what should we do without
the Spirit's fifort? And we ar such poor distrustful creatures, we
want im a o.in and again to renew to us divine consolation. Ah, well!
all this P' v s ur adoption, and tells the tale that, unworthy as we are,
He has yet put us amqng His children, "who cry day and night unto
Him." And tb 11, when we do get a little of the calm that accompanies
the Spirit's ons lation in connection with the providences of God, does
1Il0t the f ling me over us, "Why all this worry about the bread which
perisheth? Why these fears and forebodings as to whether at one time
of our life the banel of meal will not become exhausted, and the cruse of
oil run out? " Why, with our God all is sure. "Thy bread shall be
given, and thy waters sure." Oh, let us tread every fresh page of our
little life's history with the following threefold cord of consolation"The Lord knowetb;" "The Lord liveth;" "The Lord reigneth."
But, further, in our title-deed we readProvided always an Bverlast£ng l'riesthood. Under the Levitical
dispensation, the ordering of J ehovah witb regard to an earthly priesthood was most minute and particular in all its points. The ceremonies
at the consecration were to be carried out to the letter of the word, The
garments to be worn, the services performed, the sacred things of the
sanctuary, and the revenues to be received, were all by divine arrangement. But all this was but the shadow of good things to come; for when
the "Lo, I come.''' appeared, and carried out the will of tIle Father,
He took away the fir~t that He might establish the second. Hence it is
written, " Every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; but this Man, after
He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand
of God," &c. To Him, then, our precious, glorious, and exalted High
Priest, we look. He has been specially called and consecrated to the
office, offering gifts and a sacrifice well-pleasing- to God, He has made
an atonement of whi,'h all that preceded but shadowed forth, and now
He bears the names of His spiritual Israel for a memorial before the Lord,
blessing His own with all the spiritual blessin~s that are treasured up in
Himself. Let those go to Rn earthly (so-called) priest who will; we
want no oiher than Jesus Himself.
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But. again, our title- deed tells us that there isProvided always Everlcuting Light. Not that with us it is always
light, for we know that it is often very dark and dreary; but with Ohrist
it is everlasting light, and the character of that ray which darts into our
soul and lights us up with joy and rejoicing is everlasting. Yes, the
glimmer that shines into that poor sinner's heart, and for the first time
lights him up to the knowledge and guilt of sin, and reveals to him
Ohrist, whose blood alone can cleanse from all sin-that light is "everlasting light," which shall shine more and more unto the perfect day.
And listen to that poor sinner's testimony who has thus received this
light from the Lord. It will be something like this: I was dead and
dark indeed-totally ignorant of and unconcerned about my conditionand the idea of sovereign grace and electing love was a subject as foreign
and repugnant to me ,as could be; but, when this light shone into my
soul, I began to. see that all was of sovereign grace and electing love,
and I became meltEd under a sense of my total unwcrthinesa of such
divine mercy. Ah, friend, hast thou learnt such things as these? It
i'3 "the light of life" which has shone into thy soul. Flesh and blood
could not reveal them, nor could mental culture teach them to thee. It
is the work of the Spirit, and He who bath begun this in you will perform it, and, if the form of the testimony is not precisely the same as the
foregoing, we venture to affirm it leads to the same point. I am a sinner,
deserving hell, but Jesus is my Saviour, deli-cering for heaven. "For there
is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be
saved."
So it is, reader; the children of heaven are all taught the same
language, and the lisping of the babe will be well understood by the more
matured Ohristian. The milk of the Gospel, the strong meat and the
wine, are equally pure.
Again, we read in the covenantProvided always Everlasting Joy. This may appear contrary to the
oft depression we constantly feel, and we may ask, "How can we
rejoice evermore, when there is so much to cast us down?" Ah,
beloved, there is indeed much which causes depression and disquietude,
by the way ;'but, nevertheless, is there not all along with it a secret current
of joy? and does not the thought of Jesus, the anticipation of heaven,
cause us to smile through our tears?
Ah, dear reader, if you happen to be plagued and pressed down by
the cares of business or domestic life, you well know what we mean by
those little hidden sources of joy that sometimes spring up within, as
you think that the time cannot be long when all this will be over and
you enter into perfect peace; and do we not find and feel that this real
joy is always connected with a precious Christ in personal realizat~'on, as
Hannah said and sung, "My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is
exalted in the Lord, my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies, because I·
rejoice in Thy salvation"? And the wise men of the East, when they
saw the star stand over where the young Ohild was, "rejoiced with
exceeding joy." And when the Lord told Zaccheus, "To-day I must
abide at thy house, he made haste, and came down, and received Him
joyfully." So, also, was the jailer's joy connected with the Lord; for,
when he brought Paul and Silas into his house, " he set meat before them,
and rejoiced, believing in God with all his housc."
Ah, when Jesus is the secret source of joy, we can sing-
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" Lord, pardon our complaint~ ;
We follow at Thy call;
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I TheWilljoymake
prepared for suffering saints
amends for all."

And this prepared joy, for a prepared people, reminds us of one more
paragraph in our title-deed, whieh commences with our rea-lettered word,
" Everlasting," nam lyProvided alwaysEverlasting Glory. That golden word which beams joy into
the heart of the child of God. Oh, to think that soon we shall be within the
radius of the Red emer's presence; that cloudy cares and misty trials will
all recede before the sunlight of the Saviour's purity. Think of it, beloved.
"The heavenly garll9r," into which the divine Husbandman has
gathered home every grain of precious wheat, and not lost one by the way.
" The heavenly country," where the inhabitants may roam at perfect
liberty, and never be subject to sickness or sorrow.
" The rest," which will never be disturbed-an eternal calm in the
presence 0 f Jesus.
"The Father's house," where.He has welcomed all His prodigals and
bid them live upon the King's fare.
Oh, sweet word, " Glory! " which embraces the climax of all the hopes
and desires andlongings of the child of God, in far richer abundance
than he in his time-state can possibly conceive.
See, then, what God in covenant has provided for His people. We
have read from our title-deed that He has provided for them-An
Everlasting Foundation, laid in the infinitude of J ehovah's wisdom
and love, and built upon the rock of His unchanging purposea solid basis which will support and bear up all the election of grace.
Everlasting Love, not subject to fluctuation or change-not dependent
upon the conduct of the creature, but displayed ·in a thousand different
ways for the phristian's gain. An Everlasting Possession-one that he
can hold, and which can never be wrested from the heir of glory. Everlasting JIC?"cy, which shows itself in every step of the way-mercies multiplied day by day and hour by hour. An Everlasting R2j;hteousness, so suitable to those who have learned that their own is only as "filthy rags," and
yet they must appear holy and righteous before God to be accepted by Him.
To such the imputed righteousness of Christ becomes an eternal stay.
An Everlasting Salvation, not dependent upon the caprice of man, but the
covenant of God-a finished salvation, the compact of the eternal Three.
Everlasting Life, though only as a tender blade, a little spark, a feeble
desire, yet· a life which cannot be destroyed. Everlasting Strength, upon
which to hang. We are weak, but our God is strong, and upon His
power and strength we are bidden to rely. Everlasting Consolation, the
Lord's comforts which deligh~ the soul. An Everlasting Priest/wod, our
High Priest, who ever liveth to make intercession for us. Oh, to keep
faith's eye fixed upon Him! Everlasting Light, shining into the soul and
making wondrous discoveries. Everlast£ng Joy. As a secret and hidden
spring within. The climax of all being Everlasting Glory.
Now, dear reader, we have only thus drawn attention to a few of the clauses
of the covenant. "The half has not been told;" for" eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neith/ilr have entered into the heart of man to conceive the things
which Goel hath prepared for them that love Him." Yet, with these before
us, say, is not our God a wonder-working God? Now, if we put these
things together, we see how they bl'ing out several precious and soulcomforting points.
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1. 1/1M'irs of glory, interested 1:n the" cOlJcnant ORDERED IN ALL 'filINGS an(Z
sure," WE MAY DRAW FROM THE KING's nOUNTY. An Almoner is appointed,

even the Holy Ghost, and through Him we may obtain from the fulness
of Christ sufficient to supply all our needs till we take possession of our
etrrnal inheritance. And well may we go to Him when we think that it
is His to give the new birth (John iii. 5, 0), to communicate joy to the
saints (Rom. xiv. 17), to edify the Church (Acts i--r. 31), to testify of
Jesus (John xv. 26), to impart hope (Rom. xv. 13), and to dwell with
and in the saints (John xiv. 17), as well as to give them grace, wisdom,
repentance, faith, righteousness, strength, peace, humility, meeknoss,
rest, .ioy, glory, and every other gift and grace which the covenant
provideth.
Again,
2. lJ heirs of glory interested, HOW SilOULD WE LIVE AS SUCH? May the
Lord give us grace to do so. We are quite sure that the real children
of God will be most anxious concerning the walk, life, conduct, and conversation; and the idea of looseness upon these points will be most
l'epugnant to their feelings. And; while they rejoice in and rest upon the
covenant of grace, "ordered in all things and sure," the assurance will
never lead, as some would have us think, to presumptuous living. Oh, no,
hut to the very contrary state of things; for, "while they that are after the
flesh a.o mind the things of the flesh, they that are after the Spirit will .
mind the things of the Spirit." We repeat, then, with the deepest anxiety
for its realization, may the Lord give us grace to livo as heirs of glory.
And, lastly,
3. If Iteirs of .ql01·y, interested if" tlte covenant, now SAFE WE Am:. All being
a matter of'covenant arrangement, covenant purpose, and covenant
performance, heaven is as secure to us ns if we had already walked
into our mansion of bliss.
Oh, then, dear reader, let this covenant of grace be our stronghold. It
will do to live by, it will do to die by j it makes out religion a reality
and salvation a certainty, and it brings glory to the eternal Three.
"Thy glory, holy Three in One,
Thy people's song shall be
Long as the wheels of time shall run,
And to eternity."
Dear l'eader, peace be with you, and all that are
Amen.
])et·by.

srr.

III

Christ Jesus.

G. O.

L DICE'S, BEDMINSTER

1 8 7 6
I

AM

W I '.I

o

U,

SAITH THE LOB]) OF IIO l'
ACCORDING TO THE WORD THAT I OVENANTED WITH YOU WHEN
YE CAME OUT OE' EGYPT, SO MY SPIRIT REMAINETH AMONG YOU:
FEAR YE NOT.-HAGG.H ii. 4, iJ.
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ASSURANOE.
subject of assurance is a most important point in Ohristian experience. It is the witness in the court of conscience; it is the sealing of
the Spirit; it is the testimony of God in the soul; it is the liberty of the
children to call God Father; it is the knowledge of the forgiveness of
sins; it is the most blessed spot a child of God can reach before he enters
heaven. But how is it to be obtained? That is the question about which
huge mistakes are made-mistakes that do but rivet the fetters which
bind the people of God, whereby the righteous are made sad, and hypocrites rejoice. The most are for giving a receipt whereby the difficulty
may be removed, but in the mode of dealing with bondaged souls the
Arminianism of our nature often crops up, however sound upon other
points of doctrine. Many will recoil from the idea of setting the creature
to work, or giving him any share in conversion, and yet in the matter of
liberty will set the poor soul to work as hard as the Israelites of old. The
duty-faith creed so popular in our da.y is nothing more nor less than
Egyptian tyranny, that says, "Ye are idle, ye are idle: go therefore now
and work, for there shall no straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the
tale of bricks." The Arminian notion that there is a free will in· man
capable of turning to God is, so to speak, the raw material olit of which
he can weave a covering. Now, those who are enlightened, and understand a little of God's free-grace salvation, reject this view; they do not
credit the doctrine of raw material left, whereby, with the aid of the Spirit's
striving, fallen man can produce a covering in part, or in whole; but many
hold this view, that, when a soul is converted, a stock of grace is given
which man can turn to account, and whereby he can make use of the
letter of the Word to spiritual profit: therefore, with the grace given,
and the Word before his eyes, he can receive and embrace Gospel truthr
to the comfort and enjoyment of his soul, and to the happy assurance of
his present and final safety. Now, this is suotle .A.rminianisrn. Those who
hold this opinion-and they are legion-do not see through this veil; but
the mischief they have done, and.continue to do, in the Church of God,
is a matter of Borrowful experience to tried souls. When Paul arrived
at Ephesus and found certain disciples th,.ere, he put this question to
them, "Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?" Their
answer was, " We have not so much as heard whether there be any
Holy Ghost." Now, this is applicable to the teaching of the present
time, and ihis lies at the root of the evil in the matter of assurance;
man is set to do that for himself, through the letter of the Word, which
only can be effected by the sovereign power of the Holy Ghost. The
Apostle, writing to the Ephesians, says, "After that ye believed ye
were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise which is the earnest of our
inheritance." This was the internal evidence to the work of salvation,
which gives validity to, and personal interest in, the work of Christ. But
the momentous point is how to get. at it? By the sovereign power of the
Holy Ghost, revealing and applying the work of Christ. "He shall
take of mine and shew it unto you." "This is the work of God, that ye
believe." But this" believing" is a term confounded with a naturalfaith in
the mind of manY1 whereas, in Scripture, it is defined as a special and super
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natural divine gift to some of the family of man, who are begotten again
by the will of God, and thus made partakers of "the faith of God's
elect," and that by "the operation of God" upon the soul. Sinners who
are made new creatures in Christ Jesus want to know that they shall be
saved. They want to bEl told by the Lord that they are His. They want
to know that they shall be received into heaven when they die, and not
go to hell with the godless. They want to have that all-important question settled, and to have the p'eace of God in their soul. No letter evidence will do for such; no false peace will satisfy them; the good
opinion of others affords no comfort; this vital question must be settled
by God Himself.
" Speak, Lord, and my terrors shall cease;
The blood of atonement apply;
And lead me to Jesus for peaceThe Rock that is higher than 1."
So the cry is, "Say unto my soul, I am Thy salvation." To such
tremblers in Zion belong all the privileges and blessings of the Gospel.
But here we must distinguish between/act and experience. God's elect.•
as they stand in Christ Jesus, are accepted, justified, sanctified, pardoned, and blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ. "They are
complete in Him." All the days of their unregeneracy they are sanctified by God the Father, preserved in Christ Jesus; but in God's time
they are called to the knowledge of themselves as sinners, and of Christ,
as the only remedy for sin. The soul made sensible of its lost state by
nature is a firm believer in his own sinnership; he has no doubts at all
on this point; he is in full assurance of guilt, deserved wrath, and utter
helplessness. And here many a dear child of God has been kept long
years, and dare not say that anyone Gospel blessing was his. But how
wonderful to retrace the way when deliverance is vouchsafed, and
remember the helps, the handsful of purpose, the secret supports, the
love tokens, the gracious whispers, the blinks of mercy that kept the
soul, in its lowest state, from despair, and encouraged the heart to hope
against hope, so that the poor tried child of God could say, "Other
refuge have I none." Tell him to believe and be happy-he cannot; he
would if he could, but the herculean t~sk is beyond his power; gladly
would he roll off his burden, but he is unable to do it. Tell him he
ought to believe, and it is his dnty to rejoice and be glad, for the written
Word is full of promises, and meets his case exactly; this is but to rub
salt into his wounds. Tell him by refusing the blessings of the Gospel,
in the pardon of sin and happiness in Christ, he makes God a liar, and
·dishonours the God he adores; this is to strike the dying dead. Neither
.coaxing nor scolding can bring a living soul into liberty, any more than it
·can give a dead soul life. "It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that
runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy." And so every one born of
·the Spirit finds out sooner or later, and that Gospel liberty is a matter of
.divine, special, sovereign revelation. It runs thus, "I will, and they
shall!" And, when the time of love appointed by the Father of mer.cies is come, then, by the gracious power of the Spirit of God, the day
.of release sets the captive free, the child cries, "Abba, Father," and the
:heir enters upon his inheritance. .
As in conversion, so in the matter of liberty, the Lord is pleased to
rmake use of instruments to accomplish His own work; but for the most
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'Part He puts the seo.l imself, by the Word of His graoe p k n
soul. The affeotin
tol'y of the reconciliation of Joe ph ad lli
brethren has often b n r peated, spiritually, in the experieno f
'9
people; "And h ri d, Cause every man to go out from me; and th I'
'stood no man with him while Joseph made himself known uut hi
·brethren.' ,
The display of eo r j nty in the gift of pardon and peace to ab li v .
is manifest in tb indivi ual history of each child of God. Some ar
favoured at an arli r tag with the knowledge of the remission of sins
than others, who hav t li 1 ng under the misery of unpardoned sin;
and some, after th y have had the clearest proofs of childship, drop into
doubts and £ or I o.nd pa thr ugh severe trial by the loss of their roll.
In this spot th upp rt of" a full assurance of understanding" in God's
'truth is ble8s dly valuable, and tho enlightened believer who is led into
the secret of v nant meroy, and can look to the doctrines of the Gospel
as the founda.ti n f his deliverance, has great advantage over those who
are taught that faith unites the sinner to Christ, and makes the startingpoint in l' Iigion to begin in time, and not in the annals of eternity, when
Father, Son, and pirit covenanted to choose and save the Church of God.
It is very ommon, in dealing with souls in bondage, to draw out legal
-rules, framed upon the letter of the Word, as means whereby the pardon
of sin may be lbtained; but there is no way whereby a sinner can work
himself out of prison but by the power of almighty grace that sets the
prisoner free and delivers the lawful aptive. Many are the devices of
legal teachers to push convinced souls into liberty, and that numbers
get into false peace is evident from lamentable results. The Word is
-received with joy, but our Lord declared, "He that endureth to the end,
the same shall be saved." The instructions contained in the Word of
·God for distressed souls may be summed up in two words, "Pray" and
.H wait."
"But," say some, " does not the Word say, 'Make your calling
.and election sure' ?" True, and this is an encouragement to pray. The
promise runs, "The vision is yet for an appointed time; in the end it shall
speak, and not lie." This is sweet encouragement to wait. Distressed
·souls are sure to pick up crumbs here and there from the Book of God,
and sometimes they will even turn upon the enemy, and make their
dismal state a ground of hope, when the talk of legal teachers and
even rejoicing professors drives them to the borders of despair. There
is no danger of a living soul being satisfied with a false peace or legal
·obedience· as the way to liberty. The Spirit of God in the soul will cry
out against such miserable comforters. Persuaded of their own helplessness, they want the voice of Jesus to say, "Loose him and let him go."
The apostles, when falsely imprisoned, would not accept of liberty from,
subordinates. "Nay, verily," said they, "let them come themselves and
fetch us out." So says a child of God in a spiritual sense. The appeals
to the sinner in bonds to deliver himself, to come to Jesus, and obtain
his liberty on the ground of the printed Word, received by a natural faith,
the weakest believer feels is to dishonour the work of God's Spirit, as
-said our Lord, "It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh pro:£iteth
nothing. The words that I speak unto you they are spirit, and they are
life." To many of God's redeemed and called family the want of assurance as to salvation is the cross that has followed them all their spiritual
life, till they reached the brink of Jordan. It has been the cloud that
has shaded all their mercies, temporal and spiritual; they have, like
L 2
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J acob, gone halting all their journey; but, at the last, the light of God!
has shone in upon them, so that their end has been joy and peace in
believing, and poor tremblers in Zion have gone home with a shout of
triumph, and proved that" the lame take the prey."
But, say some objectors, how low they lived below their privileges.
Privilege means peculiar benefits freely and gratuitously bestowed,
nor can any possess beyond what God is pleased to give, but all th&
privileges God gives He will see that His children shall have and enjoy.
So, when the time ofliberty, pardon, and peace is come, the winter then
is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers appear on the earth, and
the time of the singing of birds is come, the voice of the turtle is heard
in the land, and the child of God receives with joy then, and not tilL
then, the peculiar privilege his soul has long desired.
But, say some, how dishonouring to the fulness of blessing that there·
is "for saints as treasured up in the Gospel! We deny that it is dishonouring; such honest hut anxious souls are unconsciously doing a great
work under great disadvantages. They are tacitly, at least, asserting the
sovereignty of the Spirit, for they would fain be. delivered from their
bonds, but they cannot undo the prison doors till Jesus comes and sets
them free. They are living testimonies to the power of grace, that keeps
them clinging to J eaus, amidst all discouragements, and to the mighti~
ness of that faith which says, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in..
Him "-year after year waiting for the word of release, and yet not wearied.
out: still looking, still hoping, still crying. Surely this is somewhat
like the sight Moses of old saw, the bush burning with fire, and the
bush not consumed. Such poor tried souls are living wonders, for they
are" kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation." They belong.
to the flock of slaughter, and are marked as God's property, and it shall
be true concerning these sheep, "Them also I must,bring, and they shall
hear my voice."
But during this gloomy interval many important lessons are learnt in
Christ's school, such as the worth of the mercy-seat, the value of the
Word, the use of Gospel means, humility, separation from the world,
tenderness of conscience, sobriety of conduct, close cleaving to the
people of God. All these, and many other useful lessons, are taught the'
child of God while in legal bonds, which mark the difference between
the lifeless professor and the quickened soul. So the promise shall be
fulfilled at last in all the elect family of God, "Howbeit, when He, the·
Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth. He shall glorify
me; for He shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you."

DID JUDAS PARTAKE OF THE BREAD AND WINE?
IT seems to me certain that the supper at Simon the leper's house, twodays before the passover, was the same supper recorded in John xii.
1-11, because the acts and words were in substance the same as in Matt.
xxvi. 2-14 and Mark xiv. 1-10. True, Matthew says, "poured it on,.,
His head," but Jesus said, "on my body." Mark also says, "on His
head," and John' says, "the feet of Jesus; '> but most likely Mary
anointed both the head and feet of Jesus, which easily reconciles this·
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'Small discrepancy. Luke does not mention this supper, but does the act
()f Judas going to the priests 10 betray J u.
The words in John xii. 1, 2, "Then J 8US, i' days before. the passover, came to Bethany," "'fhere ·they mad
im a supper," cannot
mean then and tllere, but there, two days b f, r th passover. Matthew
xxi. 17 reads, "And He left them, emd w nt out f the city into Bethany,
and He lodged there." In John xiii. 2 it r ads, "And supper being
ended," whioh must mean the same suppor o.e in John xii. 1-11, because
of the fact and words concerning Judas leaving it, and going to the
:priests, being the same as Matthew and Mark 1'0 ord at the ending of
this supper, but omitted in John xii. 1-11. This not f Judas undeniably
connects this" supper ended" (xiii. 2) with the OnO John xii. 1-11
The languagl of John xiii. 18 -30, oannot by any p ssibility be applied
to any other than the paschal and Lord's Supper (although no mention
is made of the material elements), beoause whole verses are in substance
the same as l' oorded by Matthew, Mark, and Luke, at the supper, and
,can only be applied to the supper. In John xiii. 2, we have Judas
leaving Simon's supper to bargain with the priests to betray Jesus, and
ill verse 30 1 aving the Lord's table to fulfil that bargain, J DSUS saying,
"'That thou do st, do quickly." Note, these words were not said at
Simon's or any ther supper. It is impossible' that the words in verse
29, "against the feast," could mean before the feast had begun, because
,Judas was just 1 o,Ving (at least) the pasohal first evening's supper. The
words meant against the continuanoe of the feast, for it was after Judas
left the table that Jesus more fully spoke of His glory; so that at the
moment when Judas left, some of the disciples were so confused that
they thought Jesus directed Judas to "buy those things that we have
need of against the oontinuance of the feast."
I will now endeavour to 3xpound the matter contained in the twelfth and
thirteenth of John oonoerning these two suppers. John records the supper at
Simon's house (xii. 1-11) in substanoe the same as Matthew and Mark,
·only omit*ing to mention the act of Judas leaving to betray Jesus. John
then defers the reoord of what took place at Simon's house after that
'supper was ended, and proceeds to record other matters t6 the end of the
twelfth chapter. In the first verse of the thirteenth chapter John
xeturlls to the subject of the supper at Simon's house, using the same
words as eaoh of the other evangelists preface that selfsame supper,
"Now before the feast of the passover." Then in the second verse he
says, "And supper being ended," adding the fact of Judas leaving the
supper (which he omitted in xii.l-11). He then proceeds, in verses, 3-17,
to record the proceedings at Simon the leper's house after supper,the feet washing, the protests of Peter, the instruction by Jesus, and its
,close by, "If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them." John
nexts proceeds, without any formal introduction, beyond a new paragraph,
,to record the very words in verse 18, spoken by Jesus at some time during
the paschal and Lord's Supper, as they stand in Matt. xxvi. 24, Mark xiv.
:21, Luke xxii. 22.
Reader, prl\Y do well examine this irresistible evidence of Matthew,
Mark, and Luke as to what John in xiii. 18 is treating of (surely
it must outweigh all the opinions of the most learned men on earth),
~hat John here begins to treat of the paschal and bread and wine
suppers. The fact is that many good, learned, and luminous men have
written heaps of confusion and error about these suppers, on the twelfth
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and thirteenth chapters of John's gospel, and all through mistakingJohn xii. 1, 2, to mean then and there, instead of then He came toBethany, six days before the passover, and two days before that time they
-made Him a supper at Simon's house. If any say," What good has
this man done?" I reply, If God uses me to show the harmony of any
portion of His Word, it tends in a measure to edify His children, and to
stop the mouths of carping infidels at the supposed discrepancies in the
Scriptures, and in showing the need of prayer to understand the Scriptures, and not rely upon fallible men.
Now, as to whether Judas did partake of the bread and wine, Luke
is positive; for, after the paschal supper and the bread and wine were
administered, he reoords the words of J eaus as to the presence of Judas:
" But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with me on the
table." These words here spoken at the paschal table of betraying are
also recorded in Matthew 1..'Xvi. 21, in :M:ark xiv. 18, yes, in John xiii. 21,
too. And after the bread and wine, "they began to enquire among
themselves which of them it was that should do this thing." Here
Luke ends; but John adds what took place after this inquiry among"
themselves (after the bread and wine), as to the leaning on Jesus' bosom,
and of Peter's asking John to ask Jesus" of whom He spake." Jesusanswered, " He it is to whom I shall giTe- a sop when I have dipped it."
I think that the sop dipping was the same as meant in Matthew xxvi. 23
and Mark xiv. 20, and that it took place after- the paschal supper and thebread and wine, and not at the moment Jesus first uttered the words,_
" he that dippeth his hand with me "-that it was a sod of challenge
when the hands of Jesus and Judas were in and over the dish, as Johnadds, "he having received the sop went immediatelZt out." Besides, thefact of John's leaning on Jesus' bosom shows that Jesus and His
disciples had done eating, for we cannot suppose that John would lean
on Jesus' bosom (not shoulder) while Jesus was either eating or administering the bread and wine.
Now, from the testimony of John and Luke, uncontradicted by
Matthew and Mark, that Judas remained till the paschal and bread and
wine was ended, I conclude that Judas did take the sacrament. I would
ask those who see sure evidence in Matthew and Mark to the contrary,
and that the betrayer was known from the moment Jesus said, "He that
dippeth his hand with rue," how it was that after these words Judas.
asked, "Is it I ?" Compare Matthew xxvi. 23, with verse 25.
I admit that it looks against our reason of the fitness of things that
Judas should take the sacrament, but so does the fact that he was one of
the twelve at all; and so it does that Balaam should prophesy of theMessiah, and many other things in Holy Writ. I think the act of
Judas taking the Lord's Supper veIy establishing to faith in a case
where a church discovers a Judas, and stands aghast at his pJ;ofession
and apostasy, to reflect that it was even so from the first; it also fortifies>
one to resist Satan's temptations about the uncertainty of one's own
standing.:
"0 God of love, for Jesus' sak<"
All that's amiss forgive;
Adesden.

so forsake
I AndThatnever,Thynever,
Spirit grieve."
I

J. E. SMITH.
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PLEASANT MEMORIES.-No. IV.
MINE has been a chequered life. Deprived at a very early age of the fondest
of mothers, I lost the sweet influences of a mother's affections, counsels,
and care. At five years of age I followed to the grave all that
remained of the dearest friend I ever knew or shall know. The
remembrance of that event, though little felt probably at the time, has
often since been inexpressible: My father was married again, to a person in every respect well suited to fulfil the duties of a household. She
was a careful housewife, industrious, tidy, strict, and often severe; but
these were qualities, perhaps, too little appreciated by us children of tender years, and little remained but everyday duties to be done, the earnest,
plodding, laborious, uphill journey of life. At about seven years of
age I found myself in an altogether new sphere, my father having
entered upon business atH--y. There I was put to school first at Park
Academy,then at H --y Academy, and,lastly,at H - - y House Academy.
I have the most vivid recollection of those years-the course of instruction at each of those schools, the disposition and peculiarities of each
master, the general occupations of leisure hours taken up with alternate
work, reading, and play. I can call to remembrance, too, the childish
faults of those days, and their bitter consequences. At the early age of
twelve, however, my school studies ceased, and I was called to constant
labour. I found my lot rather hard, and the sin of my heart began to
develop itself in such ways as to sometimes fill me with terror. Satan,
also, took advantage of my weakness, and sorely tempted me, especially
on one occasion, to run away, and I formed in my heart a resolution
which I bless God now was overruled; it was to leave home and go to
Liverpool, and get on board ship. Like many foolish boys of my age, I
had strange notions of the pleasures of a seafaring life, and thought I
should then have my liberty and escape trials which had become almost
unbearable; but I have since learned how foolish and sinful were my
thoughts and designs. The Lord, in His kind providence, used a timidity
always natural to me, and a cautiousness habitual to me, to prevent
this folly.
I passed through nine years of varied experience till I was twenty-one
years of age. I look back to those years with mixed emotions of joy and
sorrow. I had learned something of my father's business, for which I
have since had cause to be thankful. During that period the Lord had
been at work in my soul, and had produced, I believe, that change
without which none can enter into the kingdom of God. I was at first
arrested powerfully with the conviction that I was not right for heaven,
that, while my father, my sister, and three brothers were each giving
public testimony of their faith in Jesus, I was wanting in the true
evidences of genuine faith, and that, living and dying in the state I was
in, I must for ever perish. I wfijll remember the place where this was
most vividly manifest to me, and sorely did I cry to the Lord that I
might not be left behind. I thought I saw heaven opened, the pearly
gates thrown back, and Jesus appearing the second time unto salvation. I saw all enter but me. I was not called. I seemed to be left
in desolation and darkness. I cried, " Lord, save me ! let me follow Thee
here, that I may enter with Thy redeemed into that kingdom which Thou
has prepared for Thy people." The wOl·ds of Jesus, " Depart, ye cursed,"
were greatly impressed on my mind, and another Scripture, also, "The
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God."
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For a long time I was struggling between hope and fear, praying,
reading the Scriptures, and musing thereon. I had not strength to overcome
sin and to resist temptation, and, as often as my peace began to be somewhat established, some fresh burst of temper, obstinacy, or passion,
would spoil all; so that many a time I have concluded, and I believe
others concluded also, that I was deceived. But the Lord knew my heart,
and He knew what He had implanted there, and He was my Helper in
many of my sore troubles, and granted me some precious answers to
prayer, which are "pleasant memories" indeed; so that I continued
seeking until He granted me that which I sought, full remission of sins
by the application of atoning blood upon my heart and conscience.
My dear pastor's ministry was made a blessing to my soul. For
a long time it was too strong for me. I could not take hold. He told me
that the work of God in the soul was evidenced by hatred to sin-this I
couldunderstand; but he further taught that the love ofS1:n must be eradicated.
This was a stumbling-block to me, as I found my sinful inclinations so
often prevailing.
I used occasionally to wander away to Mount Zion, to hear Mr. John
Foreman, and there I often l'eceived an encouraging word from that
honoured servant of the Lord, whose wont was to "feed the lambs,"
especially on one occasion. The Lord met with me under a sermon on the
words, "Yea, Lord." Never shall I forget the time. Every word and
sentence went to my heart as he pointed out the assent and consent of the
soul to the finished work of Jesus. On another occasion I was greatly
comforted by the ministry of a Mr. Rowland, a blind man, from the
words, q Fear not, little flock; it is your Father's good pleasure to give
you the kingdom."
A short time after this I was reading and praying over the fifty-first
Psalm, especially those words, "Oreate in me a clean heart, 0 God, and
renew a right spirit within me." To my surprise and joy our minister took
those words for his text on thefollowing day. The coincidence struck me forcibly, and the sermon was much blessed to my soul. From that time I was
no longer a wanderer. Soon after he preached from those words, "And
yet there is room," and they were the means of opening my mouth, so
that I was constrained to tell what the Lord had done for my soul. He
appointed a time to meet me at his house, when I more fully related
what I had tasted and felt of the good Word of Life, and he, much to
my surprise, told me that he would joyfully propose me for membership
with the church of which he was pastor. He did so, and I was baptized on Easter Sunday, 1843, in company with a dear friend and brother,
now in Australia.
There is an incident of a very interesting character which I will
relate. We were very intimate, walking together in the fear of God, and
often encouraging one another by sweet counsel as we went together
to the house of God. My friend was in service, and had few opportunities of leisure, but we used to contrive to meet at eight o'clock on
Sunday morning on a certain hill in Highgate fields, where stood a clump
of trees, a spot traditionally known as the burying-place of hundreds of
men who fell in one of the ancient battles fought near that spot. There
we used to read the Word, pray, and sing, till we were discovered by a
man who came upon us, and, after trying to overcome us with his sophistical arguments against the Bible and religion, told us he would find
means for preventing us using that place for our pretended worship;
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'Truly the hallowed seasons we enjoyed there are "pleasant memories"
indeed!
On one occasion I had resolved to open my mind on the subj ect of speaking to the minister, and, as we walked together silently, I said, "I wish to
tell you what has been passing in my mind," and the reply was, "I
·came out with the full intention of doing the same;" so we were knit
together in one heart and one mind in the Lord, in His service and in
His praise, The day we were baptized an aged believer was buried,
.and our pastor preached from the words, "And ye are not your own"words which entered deeply into my heart, and were, I believe, as seed sown,
which has since borne fruit in the preaching of the Word to thousands,
and the conversion of many souls to Christ. There was kindled in my
heart a desire to be used as a feeble instrument in the name and service
of Jesus, It was a spark which. has since been fanned into a flame j and,
although it has often suffered diminution, and at times again has
increased, it has never been extinguished.
It was some time, however, before I was established in the truth of my
·calling of God j many doubts and fears I had to contend with, and much of
-the corruption of my heart would rise and swell the waves of trouble; so that
often I have been overwhelmed and ready to wish I had not made a
public profession, lest I should disgrace that profession or dishonour it
'by declining from the ways of truth. However, the Lord had mercies in
.store, and I have to say with Abraham's seryant, "I being in the way,
:the Lord led me."
, I was going to the house of God to attend a prayer-meeting one Friday
.evening. In crossing some fields where I and my friend had enjoyed
,such sweet communion in the spirit I was led into a train of thought on
the majesty of God, the holiness of the law, the sinfulness of my heart,
.and especially of my many transgressions, both before and since I had
known the Lord. While thus musing and marvelling in my own mind
.at the force with which my thoughts and affections were carried out, I
was suddenly arrested, and most powerfully, with a view of the sufferings of Christ. I seemed to travel with Him through all His life of
shame and death of agony. I had never before had such a view of my
,blessed Lord Jesus' suffering in the world-in the garden-on Calvaryand allfor me, in my stead, and for my sake; and, as I was still musing,
many words of Scripture flowing into my soul with power, these words
particularly arrested me, "Wherefore God hath highly exalted Him, and
given' Him a name above every name, that at the name of Jesus every
knee should.bow, and every tongue confess that He is the Lord over aU,
to the glory of God the Father." Thus in a moment I was led to see the
end and purpose of His great sufferings and ignominious death-th9
glory of God the Father in the salvation of sinners, and the reward He
has received for the endurance of them; the throne and the kingdom,
which He has received in the man-nature, as God-Man Mediator. His
-eternal power and Godhead were also revealed in a most gracious manner,
and also the fact that He came forth as the Father's righteous Servant
to accomplish His will, and, having finished the work, He has entered
into His glory. Oh, how willingly I bowed at His gracious footstool. I
.could then address Him not only as Lord, but as "my Lord and my
God." I could then ombrace those dear knees that were once bowed
beneath the weighty cross for me, and kiss those dear feet that were once
pierced by the cruel nails for me, while my whole soul went forth in
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earnest desires towards Him as I beheld Him by precious faith lookingdown from His throne of glory on such a wayward child, such a poor
unworthy sinner as I felt myself to be. My heart was fairly won, and I
felt the full force of those words, "Ye are not your own, ye are bought
with a price." 0 season never to be forgotten! time of love I which is
indeed a "pleasant memory I"
,
Many clouds have passed over since then, but still the joy of hope and
of salvation implanted in my heart on that day cannot be utterly destroyed. It was, as I believe, the sealing of the Spirit unto the day orredemption.
I had not proceeded far on my journey after this precious visitation,
before I had another most blessed portion given me: "I have blotted
out as a cloud thy transgressions, and as a thick cloud thy sins: returIli
unto me, for I have redeemed thee." This was enough; my cup was full
and running over. I sang and shouted for joy; and never did I enter'
a prayer-meeting with a heart so full of praise. Being called upon to
pray, I could only call upon my soul, and all that is in me, to bless and
praise the name of my Lord. The darkness, doubts, and fears were .all
passed away, and the true light of Christ and His full and free salvatIOn
by atoning blood, justifying righteousness, and sanctifying and teaching;
grace had come into my soul, and all the fruit of everlasting love of the
Father of mercies and God of all grace. Pleasant memories indeed
are these, though now my heart is hard, cold, dark, and I am ready t()
say, through cross providences and the rebellions of my evil heart, "All
these things are against me;" nevertheless, "Joseph is yet alive." Amen.
Blackmore.
WILLIAM.
THE AWAKENED SINNER AND THE SAVIOUR.
" WHAT shall I do? " 'the sinner said,
"Where can I lay my weary head?
My guilty heal·t, where can it find
The rest which soothes and heals the mind?
Oft have I tried the world's great plan'Live well, and do what good you can; ,
Alas! what duties can undo
The sins I've been accustomed to ? "
" Come unto me," the Saviour said,
" My breast shall ease thy aching head;
Thy sinful heart I will renew,
And give thee rest and comfort, too.
My blood shall purge thy sins away,
And from my love thou shalt not stray;
Thy ev'ry want I will supply,
Life, pardon, wisdom, peace, and joy."

o precious Saviour! bleeding Lamb!

If Thou canst take me as I am-

Poor, wretched, sinful, weak, undoneTo Thee I'll look, to Thee I'll come!
I've nought to bring Thee, nought can do
But what Thy grace can prompt me to.
Ob, help me. Saviour, now and aye;
Let me be Thine to live or die!

J. E. W.,
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THE HAPPY LOT OF DANIEL AND OF ALL THE LORD'
FAMILY.
"But go thou tlly way, till tllO cnd 06: for' thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at
t7l~ nd of tlUJ d(lys."-DAN. xii. 13.
IT will not be attempt d, in the remarks upon this passage, to enter upon
the prophetical b arings of this book of oly Writ, or this passage in
particular, but only to take the supernatural 01' spiritual uprisings of
reflection directly connected with personal soul salvation. Before
doing so, it is pUl'p sed to make a few observations on the chapter.
First verse, "At that time." This prophecy is contemporaneous with
that in chapter xi. 44, 45. "Michael, the great prince; " i.e., who is like
God', and must refer to Christ. " A time 9!l' houble;" the last struggle,
of Christ with the Jewish nation, and, through Him, last struggle with
sin, fear, death, and of Antichrist, which may be sharp and short.
" Thy people," &c. j not only the Jews, but the true spiritual Jews, shall
be turned from all their transgl'essions. "Written in the book;" of
God's remembrance. Second verse, "And many," &c.; after the setting
up of Christ's kingdom shall be the general resurrection. Fifth verse,
" riVIGr ;" Hiddekel or Tigris (chap. x. 4). Seventh verse, "Time," &c.;
just so long to the end (see vii. ?5). "When He shall have accomplished," &c.; when God shall have finished scattering the power of the
Jews, and have gathered them from all nations. Tenth verse, "Many
purified;" by the Spirit and the Church's affiictions. "Wicked do
wickedly;" consolidated in wickedness. N either judgments nor mercies
more left to the reprobating effects of evil, and its ultimate consequences. Eleventh verse, "And from the time," &c.; various dates have
been given, but evellts will finally so agree as to explain more clearly the
prediction. From the signs of the times, those events are certainly has-tening. Let us pray, "Thy kingdom come."
And now let us ponder over these words contained in the thirteenth
verse, "But go thou thy way till the end be," &c., which the Lord spake for
the prophet's and our edi£ication and support. See if there}s not in.
them abundant materials forI. Direction or Command.
n. Encouragement.
In. Assurance and Divine Confirmation.
IV. Examination.
1. lJirection M' Command. Dr. Hawker used to write, "God's directions, commands, or biddings are God's enablings," for He speaks to
the dead, and they come, or start, into life. To the sleepy Christian he
says it is "the voice of my Beloved! behold, He cometh leaping upon the
mountains, skipping upon the hills," and Song ii. 8-14, inclusive. The
Jews' paraphrase upon the passage runs thus: "0 Daniel, go to the
end of thy life in this world, and, after thou art dead, rest in the rest of
paradise, and at the end of the days thou shalt stand and live in the
resurrection of the dead, and shalt enjoy thy good lot in the world to
come." "Go thou thy way till the end be." Be diligent in the ways
and means of grace. Carefully prize every opportunity afforded for the
ordinances of the sanctuary. "Watch and pray, lest ye enter into
temptation." Watch against carnality, formality, evil principles and
practices, against Satan's devices, worldly allurements, heart SillS, and
self-righteousness. "Go thy way," l'eliever. Oh, believer, the way of
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iholiness, humility, happiness; the way which grace before time began
contrived for thee, which love cast ur and cemented with the blood of
-the everlasting covenant; the narrow way, in which sovereign mercy hath
taught thy wandering feet. This is the saint's highway to heaven;
and, although it is often found to be the way of self-denial, reproach,
.and tribulation, still it is the right way, the good old way in which all
the pilgrim fathers reached their happy home.
" Go thou thy way till t.he end be." Ab, the end is at hand; and
sweet it is to reflect that salvatiun, grace, and glory shall never end.
No. Then lift up your head and rejoice that" your redemption draweth
nigh," for "now is your salvation nearer than when you (first) believed."
But the end of all things-afllictive, transitory, sinful-is at hand. All
these fiery temptations, floods of persecution, hosts of enemies, 'the
Toaring lions, ravening wolves, and hissing serpents, with the dark, dismal nights of this waste howling wilderness, shall soon cease.
In the meanwhile let the beloved of tbe Lord lean upon His omnipotence, abide in His love, trust in His faithfulness, and live upon His
fulness. The hoary head, the trembling limbs, the feeble knees, the
-weak, infirm, sickly body, all indicate the time is at hand when we must
:put off this earthly tabernacle. " But go tbou tby way till the end be,"
for "he that endureth to the end shall be saved."
n. Enco~tragernent: "For thou shalt rest." Oh, how sweet is rest to
ihe toil-worn labourer; and, "There remaineth a rest to the people of
'God." A rest never to be disturbed or diminishen.. A perfect, glorious,
·endless rest. What abundant consolation to the afflicted, tried, tempesttossed soul, pressed down with sore temptations and obstructions, to reflect
that the haven of peace is in view, home is nigh at hand, where the weary
.and heavy laden are at rest. The poor worn-out, emaciated body of sin
.and death, that hath long been subjected to suffering, pain, and manifold infirmities, shall repose in peaceful slumbers in the silent grave,
:rendered sacred by the humanity of our Lord, resting there for a little
season, and who, on the morning of the resurrection, shall raise it up
_again in His own likeness, to glory, honour, and immortality. The soul,
ioo, shall enter into rest in the bosom of Deity, the embraces of the
Saviour, and keep perpetual Sabbath there. "Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they
may rest from their labours". (Rev. xiv. 13). They rest securely from
,sin, sorrow, suffering, and tumultuous strife.
"0 happy saints who dwell in light,
And walk with Jesus, clothed in white.
Safe landed on that peaceful shore
Where pilgrims meet, to part no more."
'There, through a long eternity of ineffable bliss, shall they realize to the
iullest extent that which is written, "Jehovah is the portion of mine
inheritance, and of my cup; Thou maintainest my lot; the lines are
fallen to me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage:" In the
presence of God and the Lamb is "fulness of joy, at His right hand are
]pleasures for evermore."
m; Assurance ana Divine Confirmation: "Thou shalt stand in thy
lot at the end of the days "-at the end of time,. when the everlasting
morning of the resurrection appears. All which plainly intimates that the
body shall rise again from its state of slumber in the tomb, and be re-
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united for ever to its happy mate, no longer to be a dead weight, a clog,
a hindrance to the soul, as it was when a body of sin and death, but to·
be immortalized, spiritualized, glorified together, in the everlasting enjoyment of that portion which is their lot, tb,eir "inheritance incorruptible,.
undefiled, and that fadeth not away," in heaven. "For," said the Saviour,
"I give unto them (the sheep) eternal life, and they shall never perish,
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand" (John x. 28). Paul
wrote, "Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun·
a good work in you will perform it· until the day of J esns Ohrist" (Phi!.
iii. 6). Again," It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption.
So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the sayingthat is written, Death is swallowed up in victory" (1 Oor. xv. 42-54).
Reader, let us now think uponIV. Examinat~·on. And, first, the Holy Ghost enable you to examine·
your prinoiples. What is the religion you profess? Will it bear the
test of the Bible? Oh, how much passes under the sacl'ed name of religion of which heathens might be ashamed !-disgraceful to humanity, and
proclaiming the ignorance of man; idolatry and superstition at which
angels might weep, at which saints may blush, and which, if weighed in.
the balance of divine truth, would be lighter than vanity.
Happy soul whose foundation is Ohrist, the Rock of ages, and who
is building thereon-not the popish figment of human merit, baptismal
regeneration, and ritual religion, principles analogous to "wood, hay,
stubble," but that which is suitable to the glorious foundation they are
built on, the momentous, valuable, truths of the Gospel, compared to·
"gold, silver, precious stones;" for" the day shall declare, and the fire
shall try every man's work of what sort it is."
Secondly, examine thy experience. Oh, professor, thou mayest have a
sound creed, profess righteous principles and the doctrines of grace, but
is thy heart indeed right with God? Is Ohrist formed within the" hope
of glory"? All the knowledge in the world, and lip profession, unless
something is experimentally known and felt in the heart, is vain, and
worse than useless; it will only prove (as one saith) " a blazing torch to·
light thee to helL" See also the case of Balaam, Judas, and a host beside spoken of, such as Hymeneus and Philetus, &c. (Num. xxiv. 16,
17; Matt. xxvii. 5; 2 Tim. ii. 17; 1 Oor. xiii.). Blessed, however, is·
that man whose heart is pure, whose conscience is clean, and in whoselips is no guile; he may and will feel the burden and plague of sin, often
groan with a broken heart, a sorrowful spirit, and weeping eyes, but he
is right in the main. God hath made him honest; he is no hypocrite,
but sincere and upright in the sight of God. The religion of such a
one is not only realized and felt in his own heart, but seen and observed
by others: there is a marked distinction between him and the world, and
he is taken knowledge of as a disciple of J esul!.
In this way may accounts be well balanced; and see that matters are
.right between God and thy soul, dear reader, as honest traders are wont
to take stock to see how they stand. See that all is right for eternity,
.for "it is now high time to awake out of sleep." The time is at hand for
the accomplishment of prophecy, the fulfilment of every promise, and
.the full development of the grand mystery of redemption. Look forward
cheerfully to a dying hour, anticipate that everlasting rest which awaits
.thee at the end of thy mourning days below, when thou shalt stand.
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in thy lot with Dani.el, and all the glorified, to witness the fllll ac~om
plishment of these predictions, and share the triumphs of the bloodwashed throng, who" sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and
the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are Thy works,
Lord God Almighty. Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints."
And to such on earth how soul-enchanting the following poetical effllsion:"When Thou, my righteous Judge, shalt come
To fetch Thy ransomed people home,
Shall I among them stand?
Shall such a worthless worm as I,
Who sometimes am afraid to die,
Be found at Thy right hand?
" I love to meet among them now,
Before 1'hy gracious feet to bow,
Though vilest of them all.
But can I bear the piercing' thought,
What if my name should be left out,
When Thou for them shalt call ?
"Prevent, prevent it by Thy grace,
Be Thou, dear Lord, my hiding-place
In this the Gospel day;
Thy pard'ning voice, ob, let me hear,
To still my unbelieving fear,
Nor let me fall, I pray.

Kent.

"Let me amongst Thy saints be found,
Whene'er th' archangel's trump shall sound,
To see Thy smiling face;
Then loudest of the crowd I'll sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions ring
With shouts of sov'reign grace."
JOSEPH FLORY.

ANOTHER SOUVENIR.
·Cl

I am the Door; by me

if

any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go ifS
and out ana find pasture."

IN .the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for January we asked some of those u)?on
whom have been bestowed a portion of heaven's untold wealth to Join
us in taking a glance at a few of the "precious promises," which we
denominated souvenirs, in the hope that a contemplation of their priceless
value might be the means of exciting greater love in our too' insensible
hearts for the glorious Donor; for surely, if we have learnt our lesson,
we know that love such as ours needs constant fanning by the breat:tJ. of
the Holy Ghost to keep alive the little flame. Oh, for more fervour,
more ardour!
When a dear earthly friend bequeaths to us a "keepsake" or " remem-brancer," we take pleasure in often looking at it and pondering its worth,
-especially if it be likely to enrich us in the future as well as at present.
-Its value is enhanced, also, if we are assured that affection and self-denial
have prompted its bestowal. And do we not know that everlasting,
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unchangeable, undeserved love prompted our gloriously immaculate
Friend to "become poor that we might be made rich"? All we needed
He secured for and to us. In every title which He bears we perceive
the reference it has to us. In every character He wears we see how
<suitable in every case, and with regard to every emergency, He is to us.
'Oh, 8uch a Friend can never be too deal'-never, never LOVED sufficiently
by us!
Had He not, for instance, been a Skepheril for us, how should we have
found the fold? And, had He not been the ])oor, how should we have
'known the entrance? And, alas! what then? fur there is no other way
into the kingdom of either grace or glory! But how sweetly encouraging
and assuring to know that, "if any man enter in by H£m, he shall be
saved!" Let us only know that we have passed in at the right entrance,
and we need not fear for our safety in the fold.
The words "shall go in and out and find pasture," we think, bear the
import that the care of the" Good Shepherd" is so continually exercised
for the sheep that, in whatsoever circumstances they may be placed, they
shall not" lacll; any good thing." They may" go out" of the light of
'God's countenance, "into" the night of doubt and perplexity; they
may go into the cloud out of the sunshine; and out of wealth into
poverty; or into suffering out of health. No matter, they shall be sustained and fed, although they may not see the Shepherd's hand which
furnishes their supplies. They shall "find pasture," whether in the
waves of sorrow or the fires of temptation, for they could not survive
their spiritual vicissitudes were the Good Shepherd's supplies withheld,
or His sustaining, supporting, strengthening grace denied.
In the eighty-fourth Psalm we read of God's people "going from
strength to strength," out of one degree of strength into another; and
in the 121st and eighth verse we also read, "The Lord shall preserve
"thy going out and coming in, from this time forth and even for evermore; "
and other passages of the Word lead us to the conclusion that, whatever
be our circumstances and wherever we are, so long as we have reason to
believe we are not straying from the fold, the Shepherd is carefully tending, feeding, "going before," facing every danger, attacking every foe,
preserving from unseen enemies, and will eventually present us complete
-and" perfect," too !-but all in Himself, to Him who" gave."
" Tender Shepherd, safely leading,
May Thy flock Thy footsteps see;
Guide the timid, hail, or blind ones
Where the sweetest pastures be :
Let Thy loved ones
Hear Thy voice, and follow Thee."
And now, dear relatives in Jesus, let us ask ourselves the question,
"What think ye of Ohrist?" If we each can faithfully answer, "He is
all my salvation, and all my desire," what a very glorious pre8ent posses'sion and future inheritance are ours! Oh, that our loving gratitude were
more nearly commensurate with the" great love" of our great Saviour!
If the Lord will, we shall, hope to lay another tiny tribute at our
,gracious Lord's feet next month. In the meantime, think of your frail
friend at the mercy-seat,
~~

~~U
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,S.erm.cr1ts unb' j.crt.es .crf £).erm.crns.
A SERMON,*
PREACHED AT CHARLES CHAPEL, PLYlIIOUTH, BY THE LATE REV. G. D•.
DOUDNEY, MARCH 22, 1863.

" Called to be saints."-RoMANs i. 7.
How very blessedly does the Apostle, at the commencement of his epistles,
bring forward the great and glorious titles of the children of God, as they
stand in union to their glorious Husband. How little is known by theChurch of what it is to be called a "saint." If we take Paul as an example,
we find at the time he was called by divine grace he thought he was one
of the most polished saints upon the face of the earth; but from the
moment the calling came away went all that he had set up as his saintship, and he said, "The things that were gain to me, those I counted loss
for Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for' whom I havs·
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may
win Christ, and be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which
is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God. by faith" (Phi!. iii. 7-9). How very emphatic
is this! The saint of God does not stand in his own righteousness; the
only righteousness in which he stands, and in which he is sanctified, or
set apart for the holy use of our covenant God and Father, is the righteousness of Christ, which is "unto all and upon all them that believe."
The work of the Holy Spirit, in calling and building up the saint in Christ
Jesus, is not the accomplishment of his salvation. He opens up to him
the glorious fact that "he is saved in the Lord with an everlasting
salvation; " and shows him what it is to be a saint in Christ Jesus. And
as he opens up the subject more and more fully to his mind, day by day,
how does it carry the child of God away from all that he is in the creature
to all that is blessed in the person and fulness of Christ.
We know that it is not by dwelling on the evil of our hearts, and all
those things which bring distress and misery into the soul, that call'
develop the saintship we possess in all its perfection in Christ. It is the
work of the Spirit of God alone. We read in Paul's epistle to the
Ephesians: "You hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
.. Although tho above sermon was not revisod by our late beloved brother-in-law, it
is published as it was taken down by the two members of his congregation who reported
the sermons comprising the two published volumes which have proved such a boon tothe lovers of a free-grace Gospel.
All who were familiar with the ministry of tbe
IOrmer Incumbent of Charles Chapel, Plymouth, will bear testimony to the accuracy of
those sermons. They will, we doubt not, bear the same testimony to the sermon now presented to them. We can only add, that such sermons are invaluable in these truth-despising
days, and most thankful shall we be if the appearance in these pages of the few sermons·
still remaining in MS. are made the means of reviving the interest in the departed
preacher's labours, so as not only to lead to the few unsold copies of the volumes of sermons
being diBposed of, but to the calling, likewise, for a fresh edition. We have heard, from
time to time, from persons most competent to judge, of the very great value they set upon
these two volumes of sermons. The ladies who took them down with 80 much pains and
accuracy were signally used of God in this their pure labour of love, as was the case with
respect to the lady who reported the sermons and lectures of the blessed KRAUSE, of
Dublin.-ED.]

145

Tile Gospel Magazine.

sins." They may have been in self-delusion; they may have been as Paul
once was when he thought he was doing God service in persecuting those
who were going out of themselves, and taking refuge in "Jesus only;"
but "you hath
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
wherein in timu pa t ye walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh
in the children of disobedience. Among whom also we all had our conversation in ti:nes past in the lusts of our tlesh, fulfilling the desires of the
flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even aB"
others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Ohrist (by grace ye are saved)." The Apostle put in his parenthesis
here; when ye were dead in trespasses and sins, by grace ye were even
then saved in the person of Ohrist.
How blessedly is aU this in accordance with what is contained in the
word "saints." " To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to
be saints." Turn with me to' Heb. x. 9: "Then said He, Lo, I come to
do Thy will, 0 God. By the which will we are sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Ohrist once for all. For by one offering
He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified';" As long as you are
dwelling upon yourself, and looking at your experience, endeavouring to
climb to a certain standard, setting, up this or that person as a mark in
your mind, you are making your religion Y01::.r saviour, instead of goingout of all that yOIl are in the creature and looking to "J eSllS only,"
singing that your debts are paid and your work is done; for" by His one
offering He hath perfectedjor ever them that are sanctified." Therefore it,
is that the Apostle brings forward this subject as he does, "Beloved of
God, called to be saints."
I shall endeavour this morning to look a little, first, at the origin of
thi8 gloriolt8 calling. And here we mus~ go where we go for the origin of
all things connected with the standing of the Ohurch in Ohrist J esus-:o
the covenant of grace. It is there the Apostle carries the Ohurch in that
most glorious chain which we have in the eighth of Romans, the first
link of which hangs upon the throne of J ohovah. He then drops down
and gathers up the child of God into the perfection of all that is blessed
in his being called out of death into life in Ohrist, and the final link is.
again hung to the throne of J ehovah, " We know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son. . . . Moreover,
whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called"
them He also justified: and \vhom He justified, them He also glorified."
Dear brother, it becomes, then, a personal question. It is not enough
for me to know that the dearest friend I have upon earth is "called out
of darkness into light," "translated out of the kingdom of Satan into
the kingdom of God's dear Son." The only solemn question for me to
consider is with reference to myself, individually. Am. I called by divine
grace? If so, how blessed is it to climb up to the throne of J ehovah,
and to go back, first, to the source of all in the everlasting love purposes of my covenant God and Father, and His divine foreknowledge;
then to descend and come down to the fruits and effects of aU in time,
and to realize my calling by divine grace; and then to reach forward to
the last link of eternal glory, which is again fastened to the throne of
M
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Jehovah. There never was such a thing yet for any man by the mere
'effort of nature to conform himself to the image of Christ. It is all
God's work, from the beginning to the end. It is He who hath wrought
'all our works in us. As sure as we are standing in living union to Christ,
we have that conformity in Him, and, "when He shall appear, we shall
:be like Him."
But you will observe, dear brother, how blessedly the Holy Ghost has
worded it all; it is all according to the l)urpose of divine grace which
was formed in the mind of Jehovah before the foundation of the.world;
for, as I have often l'emarked to you, it is all put in the past tense:
<c Whom He ilid foreknow, He also did predestinate."
It was all arranged
in the covenant of grace, and every circumstance that was thus arranged
must be fulfilled, or God would ceaseto be what He is, the unchangeable
Jehovah. "Whom He called, them He also justified." Why is it that
-calling should be put first? Because it is developild in this way: we are first
'called by divine grace, by His divine work in us. "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we shonld walk in them" (Eph. ii. 10). Then, as the Lord
the Spirit takes of the things of Christ and opens them in our hearts, we
by degrees discover that we are no longer to reckon according to what
we are in the creature. I may feel my sin, and groan under the sense of
it, like Paul when he cried, "0 wretched man that I am! who shall
-deliver me from the body of this death?" (Rom. vii. 24) yet I cannot
'iStop there, "for whom He called, them He also justified." Thus we
discover that, as sure as we are called, we have justification in Christ.
It is not our knowledge of it that justifies us, it is not faith that justifies
us, but it is what we possess in Christ, which we apprehend by faith; not
that faith which is so common among many in oUr day, which is a freewill faith, which they put in the place of the faith of God's elect, but
'that faith which Paul calls "the faith of Jesus Christ." It is our own
.'as far as we are new creatures in Him, but Paul says, "I am crucified
'with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ livetb. in me: and
-the life which I now live in the flesh I live by tlle faith of tl!e Son of Goit,
-'who loved me, and gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20).
It is, then, "the faith of the SOil of God," the faith of which He
is the Author and Finisher. The child of God, instead of looking
. at himself and mourning over the weakness of his faith, should be rather
looking at Jesus only, for it is in Him alone that we have faith; and
'since He has undertaken the canee of the Church, and" hath perfected
for ever them that are sanctified," there can be no doubt but that all
,the divine purposes of the covenant must necessarily be fulfilled to the
Iletter, and that He will "present her unto Himself a glorious Church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing" (Eph. v. 27).
But little-faith will say, "I want to feel more of the sweetness and
Jlower of these things in my heart." Dear child of God, it is the Spirit of
God alone that can bring it home to the heart with power j it is as we come
IUP "out of the wilderness, leaning on our Beloved, " that He opens to us
the secrets of His heart, and shows us a little of the glory of all that
'We possess in Him. If we take the seventh and eighth chapters to the
Romans, and place them side by side, we find it is but one glorious
'Strain all through; but, since they are divided into chapters, we are apt
to stop at the seventh. But it is in the eighth chapter the Apostle goes
. <on to say, "There is therefore now no condemnation;" in spite of all that
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I have gone overrespecting myself, "there is therefore now no condemnation
to them who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit." The Apostle very plainly sets forth the power of the" calling"
when he says, "When the commandment came, sin revived,.and I died"
(Rom. vii. 9). When the commandment comes, as soon as the law enters,
throngh the channel of eternal life, which is Christ formed in the heart,
from that moment we are killed to all that we are in the creature; as
Paul says again, "Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God in Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 11).
As we contemplate the glorious origin of this saintship, we see that it
was in this way we were made "heirs of God," we were adopted in
the coveuant of grace, made "heirs of God, and joint heirs of Christ,
if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together"
(Rom. viii. 17).
Now, you will observe, deal' brother, with reference to all your sufferings
through time (and" man is born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward,"
and the moment he is born again he is born to spiritual trouble), "If
so be that we t:luffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together."
If you are a saint of God, you know what suffering is, for it is the
badge of the saint; these were all given to us in the covenant of
grace. The number of our sufferings, whatever they may be, all the
incomings of Satan like a flood, all the dark nights of adversity, all
those seasons of doubt and fear, all were sealed up in that "covenant
<>rdered in all things and sure;" and yet how are we endeavouring
to escape the cross. Dear bl'other, it is as truly absurd for a child of God to
suppose that he can escape the cross, while he is travelling home to his
Father's house, as to suppose that a man can live without breathing.
There must be the emptying from vessel to vessel, "if so be that we
suffer with Him." Little-faith may be afraid sometimes that his
5ufferings are not of the right kind, but do they make you feel that
without Christ you can do nothing? do they make Him more precious
when He comes in with His whispers of mercy, and you are enabled
to say, "My Lord and my God"? "Yes," say you, "and, whatever
transpires, it makes me look forward to the time when I shall arrive home
at my Father's house, where all tears shall be wiped from off all faces."
But, dear brothor, Oill' tears are as much numbered as the hairs of our
head, for "He putteth our tears into His bottle," and they are as necessary to make us feel that without Christ we can do nothing as the greatest
blessings you esteem so highly. If the Lord gives His child a cup of
bitters, it will cause him to sit down and wait at the pos~s of His doors,
until He take him again into His banqueting-house, and the banner of
divine love floats over his head.
There are some great things connected with this saintship. There is the
great and glorious ztnion; the one body is united to Christ, the one
glorious Head; and Christ and the Father are One in divine essence. It is.
"I in them, and Thou in me, that they may be made perfect in One."
The subject begins to open to my mind more blessedly than it has ever
done before, as I was saying to you some Sundays ago with reference to the
branch in the Vine. It is God the Father in Christ, Christ in the Church,
and the Church in Christ; the unity is so glorious. "He hath perfected
for ever them that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 14). ,. Sanctified by God the
Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called" (Jude i. 1). How
blessedly is it all linked together! Made one by the eternal purpose. of
1>1
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our covenant God, the body and the Head have but one Father. "Go t(}
my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your
Father, and to my God and your Hod" (John xx. 17). Both Head and membel's are folded up in one glorious coveIlant: "And this is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord; I will
put iny laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts; and I will
be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people" (Heb. viii. 10). It
is all put upon the wills and sltalls of our covenant God and Father, and
the wills and shalls of Him who cannot change must fall to the ground
before one single lamb can be plucked from the mighty haud of Him
who holds it fast; for" all His saints are in His hand." It is all one
blessed royal family. We do not live much like royal children. We are
often found raking in the mire of corruption, instead of contemplating
that eternal life which we possess in Christ, and which can never die.
This body of sin shall be put off, once and for ever, when we shall have
done with our natural life, which is but as "a vapour," and we shall
live only in that spiritual life which we have in Christ, our Head. It is
the privilege of the child of God to dwell upon that glorious truth, that
"God is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in
him" (1 John iv. 16). This is your privilege, dear little-faith. If you feel
that you cannot live without having now and then a sweet word from
His precious lips, if you love Him 80 that you are longing after Him,
saying, "When wilt Thou come unto me, Lord?" then you love Him
because He :lhst loved you, and"Whom once He loves He nevp.r leaves,
But loves them to the end."
The faith of which we have already seen' Ohrist is the Author and
Finisher is the same blessed simple faith of w hichPaul so sweetly speaks in
the eleventh chapter of HQbrews: "Faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen." It is the witness to us that" all
are ours, and that we are Ohrist's, and Christ is God's." This little faith,
which though it be so feeble that it is like a grain of mustard seed at
first, is the same blessed faith that enabled Moses to "endure as seeing
Him who is invisible." It is only in ourselves that it comes to so low an
ebb; it is always full and overflowing in the glorious Fountain. "Most
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities," glory that I am
so empty, so feeble, that I am compelled to hang upon Ohrist alone.
" Most gladly will I rather glory in my infirmities, that I may receive
grace upon grace, and that His mighty power may rest upon me."
Ohrist gave Himself for the Church, and He says, " All that the Father
hath is mine." "And truly our fellowship (or partnership) is with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ" (1 John i. 3). Who shall
measure the glory of it? In a few moments eternity will dawn upon us.
and we shall have done with all that we are in the creature, and enter upon
the possession of all that is blessed in the love of the Father, the love of
the Son, and the love of the Spirit. Dear brother, it will take eternity to
unfold all the glory and blessedness of it, for His riches are unsearchable and" His ways past finding out."
We have the" Spirit witnessing with our spirits that we are the
children of God, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Ohrist" (Rom. viii.
16, 17). Thus, standing in union to Him, we have but one interest, the
Father's interest in the Ohurch, the Son's interest in the Church, and the
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Spirit's interest in the Church; our interest in Christ, our interest in the
Father, and our interest in the Spirit. It is all one. How wonderful is it
that" Worms of earth should vel' be
One with incarnate D ity 1"
Who shall mensure the blessedness of being a saint of God? All have
a path of tribulation; "thorns and briers shall it bring forth to thee; "
nevertheless, it is our mercy to know that there is a crown at the
end of the jOUl'ney; as Paul writes to his dear son Timothy,
"I have finish d my course, I have kept the faith; henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only,
but unto all th m also that love His appearing." Now, dear littlefaitll, do you lov His appearing? have you not come up to the houie of
prayer this morning with the earnest cry that He would appear to you,
that He would manifest Himself unto you otherwise than He does unto
the world? Then you love His appearing. And how blessed it is to look
.forward to be with Him where He is, and" behold His glory," and be
for ever like im, The Old Testament saints, and the New Testament
saints, all having the same glorious home, living in one eternal friendship together, without any darkness of mind, not having a single thought
<lr desire that will not be eternally fulfilled, for then shall we be satisfied
when we awake in His likeness (Psa. xvii. i5).
I often think it is very much like the heir to an estate, travelling a
long journey to take possession of it; going along by his side, there is
a vile enemy, which is Satan acting upon the old nature, telling him
that the estate has been forfeited, and that when he gets to the gates of
glory they will be locked against him. He tells us there are such things
to go through in the valley of the shadow of death, which makes us
tremble sometimes to think of what we shall do when we come
to the end of the journey; but we have also another Companion,
.a. very blessed Companion, which is thtl "holy Comforter." "He
.shall take of mine," says Christ, "and shall shew it unto you"
{John xvi. 15). He is the blessed Minister in the one Church.
He takes the map of the journey (He has been doing so this
morning), showing us that it is right we shonld have a cross here, that
,. this is not our rest, it is polluted." He opens the understanding, that
we may be able to comprtlhend the blessedness that belongs to us as the
children of God, He sets the heart in a flame sometimes, so that we long
to have done with the time journey, that we may enter upon the glorious
inheritance. Well, if it be so, then, dear brother, that we have an enemy
tracking our footsteps at evory turn, we know that we have also" the Spirit
helping our infirmities with groanings that cannot be uttered." It is
"through much tribulation we must enter into the kingdom" (Acts xiv.
22).
But nothing can alter the blessedness of the child of God. As sure as
we are in the true path in Christ, who is "the Way, the Truth, and the
Life" (John xiv. 6), so sure shall we come to the end of our journey,
.and meet our friends at home, and cast our crowns at His feet. As a dear
child of God once said to me,whom I went to see on his death-bed. He said,
., I shall never see you again in this world, but I will come and meet
you, and we will go up together, and 'crown Him Lord of all.' 11
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I wonder how many of my congregation will meet me on that solemn
morning, and rejoice with me that we were" called to be saints." But
here I must leave the subject. I pray the r~ord to give us more and more
of the sweet opening of it in our hearts, that we may indeed be enabled to
sing and rejoice together that our names are written in "the Lamb's
Book of Life from the foundation of the world."
ANOTHER PAGE FROM: MY DIARY.
To the Editor of tl,e Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER,-On Sunday, 14, I preached at St.
Thomas's Ohurch, in Wig-an, and after service I was most affectionately
greeted by a comparatively young man, who dated his conversion to God
to a sermon preached by me at Pemberton some years since. He named
the text, and aeked me to refer to my diary for the date. On reading it
over, I knew yMt would be interested in it, and thought some of your
readers might be; hence I have copied it for you.
Believe me, your loving brothel',
ALFRED HEWLETT.
DIARY FOR JANUARY, 1858,
Sunday, 31.-The morning was very fine. At about half-past nine I
went to Pemberton, the church I used to preach in annually, when my
fl'iend Paley was incumbent. I have not been h.ere for nearly nine
years. The pre~ent incumbent has often invited me, but at so ShOl't
notice that I could not accept his invitation. To-day, the sermons were
for the balance of a debt on the restoration of the organ. There was
this morning a good congregation-about 500, I should judge; but the
church is so large, it will, it is said, Beat 2,000 persons. You cannot
judge correctly. I preached from Psalm cxlv. 18, "The Lord is nigh to
them that call on Him, to them that call on Him in truth." Had great
liberty and comfort in speaking on: 1, The Lord who is nigh: 2, the
people to whom He is nigh: "them that call on Him in truth;" 3, the
nearness of the Lord to His people. The morning's collection was £6 12s.
I ought to say that the usual congregation had already contributed largely'
to it. After service, I had several old friends to speak to me. The
chapels were all closed to-day, though some of the hearers did not come
'to church. I went with Mr. 0-- to dine at the parsonage.
In the afternoon there was a noble congregation-they say 1,500, I say
1,200 at the least. My text was Heb. x. 9. 1, The abolition of a rinc ;
2, the offering of Ohrist; 3, the establishment of the Fath r's will.
Collection, £12 4s. Went to tea with my son and his wife, at tho house
of -their medical attendant, who resides Gn a farm about a mil from the
church. We returned to church about half-past six. Thel'e was a good
congregation-about 600, I should think. Preached from Isaiah 1. 10 :
The character inquired for, a state of mind supposed, an encouragement
offered. The collection amounted in all to £21 18s. It seems a small
sum for so many people, but they thought many pounds more than 'most
preachers would have brought them.
We got back to Alfred's, and thus completed the first month of 'the
year 1858. Glory be to God for many mercies.
P.S.-I was then staying at my son's house in the neighbourhood for a
few days.
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"We to our own sad place return
Our wretched state to mourn."
The Sabbath evenings, since we have be,en in the ministry, have been
comparatively few in which we have not thought, "I have said all I
can say. I shall ne'Yer be able to preach again." Now, in this soul
captivity for the time being, there is anything but sweetness, cheerfulness,
and amiability; but not unfrequently the very reverse. We rememberhearing it said of Mr. HUNTINGTON that on one occasion two widows
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waited upon him in the vestry, to testify that their souls had been brought
into liberty under the sermon he had just delivered. He turned aside,
exclaiming fretfully, "And have myself been in bondage the whole
time."
That blessed servant of God, the late Mr. NUNN, of Manchester, upon being informed, after preaching, that a certain "Fellow"
(of some university) wanted to speak to him. exclaimed, "And what does
the Fellow want with me, I wonder? I envied the very crossingsweeper as I came to this church." They are humbling lessons, we
.assure you, that the Lord's servants have to learn; aye, and to be learnt,
too, not unfrequently, in the most fiesh-and-blood-mortifying way: all to
humble the creature and to exalt the Lord; all to bring about that
blessed state of things, "He must increase, but I must uecrease." In
proof of how the Lord's servants are favoured in the pulpit, and of how
they realize the fulfilment of the promise, "He that watereth shall be
watered also himself," we have a letter lying before us, to hand by this
day's post, wherein the writer (a dear servant of God) says, touching a
recent most painful bereavement, "The Lord has mercifully sustained
and comforted me; and I can truly say my happiest seasons since my
bereavement have been those spent in proclaiming the glorious Gospel of
the blessed God. It seems to raise one up above the troubles of life to
something solid, substantial, and enduring. My first subject was the one
you referred me to (2 Cor. i. 3, 4), and I was enabled to testify to a
covenant God's faithfulness to His character and engagements."
2. Again, in the personal contact with the people of God, a single
utterance will sometimes wound to the very heart's core. Very recently
we realized this to such an extent as completely to close the heart and stay
communion. Not that the observation in question had, in the least wise,
to do with ourselves, either directly or indirectly. It was the spirit that
was betrayed-the total contradiction of the very first and fundamental
principles of our most holy faith; and yet that observation was made by
one of whose real godliness we have no more doubt than we have of the
brightest believer of whom we have any knowledge. Now, it is such facts
as this that help to render us contented with little personal or individual
knowledge of even the Lord's own dear children, whilst as yet they and
we are the occupants of a body of sin and death. Oh, how olten we think
of the poet's words" Could we bear from one another
What He daily bears from us ? "
We have heard one long-glorified minister say, when preaching, "You
may think of our love one for the other, as children of God, but it might
be a very different thing if we dwelt under the same roof." One of Mr.
HUNTINGTON'S remarks, before he died, was, "I am sick of professors; I
am sick of possessors; but, most of all, I am sick of myself;" and, in a letter
which we received only yesterday, the writer, speaking of Mr. CHAMBERLAIN (another deeply-taught servant of God), states: "I heard him say,
, he was as sick of the Church as he was of the world.''' Now, you will
remember that we stated at first that our observations were open to abuse
or miscoDstruction. We are by no means indifferent to, neither do we
undervalue, that blessed fellowship and knitting of heart to heart which
the people of God are privileged to realize; but, mark, it is as they meet
in the Spirit, and not as they are found in the fie·sh. . We recollect the
late Rev. RODERT PYM (a blessed servant of God) telling us that he
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once remoDstrated with the late Rev. WILL[AM N UNN about the pervers
tempers exhibit d by some members of hi~ "ohurch within a church,"
when Mr. NUNN's l'eply was, "Don't you know that a bundle of crooked
sticks will keep t g ther better than a bundle f straight ones? "
3.' Whilst, tb refore, these facts of fretfuln s, untowardness, and
numberless frnilties and infirmities, as conneoted with our poor fallen
flesh, should l' on ile us to those separate, distinct, or possibly isolated,
positions in whi h it may have pleased our God to place us, it may well, at
the same tim, ause us gratefully to anticipate the time when we shall
be "deliver d rl'om the burden of the flesh," and" know even as we are
known; " wh il, as the hymn sweetly says, there shall be
"N 0 groans to mingle with the songs
Which warble from immortal tongues."
4. Your fan ying you have no trial, and, therefore, lack the mark of
the children of God, reminds us of the observation of a servant of God of
whom we onoe heard. He said, "I read that it is 'through much tl'ibulation ye must AnteI' the kingdom,' and, 'If ye are without chastisement,
wheregf all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.' Now
(he argued), as I have no trouble, I fear I do not belong to the people of
Ood, and have no part nor lot in the matter." Hence he failed to see that
his very fear about his having no trouble constituted the trouble itself,
and wrought to the same good end as sanctified affliction. It led to
creature distrust, and to a "hungering alJ,l thirsting after righteousness."
5. Finally, we would say, Seek to be "contented with such things as
you have." The Lord knows best where to place us, and how to deal
with us. We are called to walk by faitlb, and not by sight. In the light
of eternity, if not before, we shall see and say, "He hath done all
things well;" yea, that "He led us by the right way, that we might go
to a city of habitation."
D. A. D.

A SHORT LETTER TO EVERYBODY.
DEAR FRIENDs,-Lest I should be deemed guilty of mere adulation,
I have asked the revered Editor of this periodical to grant me permission
to speak of his sweet little book, "vValks and Talks with Jesus." In
the case of every reader, with the divine blessing, it could not fail of
being a guide to those who are" feeling after Jesus, if haply they may
find Him; " while to the more advanced in the "narrow way" it must
necessarily be a soft halo around their path. Every page is fragrant
with the name of Jesus, and every chapter beams with His loving
smile.
I have many times heard of" Companions to the Bible," but I only
give utterance to my sincere conviction in saying I never met with one
so deserving the appellation.
Its style is so simple that a child may comprehend it; but it is, withal,
based upon, such tender themes, and such pathos circulates through its
veins, that the most cultured mind, I believe, may feel, in its perusal,
as if "led in green pastures, and beside still waters."
Its price is, I think, only one shilling, but I deem it "worth its
weight in gold,"
~~

~~U
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Maga~ine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-For some time pastIhave felt that an apology was
due from me to several hundreds of your readers, who have kindly kept
this mission afloat, for the very rapid way in which I am often compelled
to answer their many savoury epistles.
Little did I imagine in 1873, when it was my privilege (through your
kindness) to commence this labour of love for our dear soldiers and
sailors, to whom as instruments in the Lord's hand we are so much indebted as a nation, that He was then causing me to lay the foundation
of a regular mission that would scatter tons of precious seed to the ends
of the earth, or perhaps I might have shrunk at the thought of filling
such an important post as manager after othm" ~ffice hours. Be that as it
may, I can only feel thankful to-day for being allowed to sow broadcast
so much winnowed g?'ain, where I once sowed the thistle seeds of sin and
sorrow, and admire the goodness of our wonder-working God, who
wisely keeps from us what He has for us to do in His vineyard until
the time arrives for us to begin it, and, when the time comes, that He
should graciously make us a people of willingness, give strength equal
to the day, and furnish us with every befitting instrument for tne labour.
Such is our God, dear friend.
I am thankful to say the Lord not only sends a continuous supply of
sound reading, which necessarily entails upon me a targe amount of labo~tr
and very much correspondence, but He is my Banker, too, always keeping
the mission's money, and giving to me a little at a time, as the work requires it, so that it is a u'ork of faith in God, as well as a labour of love
for myoId companions.
In carrying on this importan~ and much valued work, as many letters
from officers and men can testify, I have many expenses, such as inland
carriage of contributions of books received, carriage of boxes to port of
embarkation, purchase of suitable boxes to pack books for long voyages,
postage of letters, &c. To meet this I have no funds of my own, for,
being quite a poor m'm, and no private means to fall back upon, I am wholly
depending on the Lord for everything. If any of the Lord's people
should be led to help me in this truly national work (for our red and blue
friends represent every corner of the United Kingdom), I should be thankful to acknowledge their contribution with a numbered official l'eceipt,
and to forward to them in September a copy ef the annual report, showing how the money has been expended.
In reviewing the past success of the undertaking, I feel deeply thankful
to my friends, giving all the praise to the Lord for <?pening their hearts
in answer to my feeble pen; and, should they think me too importunate
and sanguine in the work, I would point them to the vastness of the
mission's sphere. And since my only desire is to become a living witness
of the truth of God's promise to His Ohurch, viz., "Oast thy bread upon
the waters, for THOU SHALT FIND IT after many days," and fully believing
that our God has willed to do much more by me for His glory (notwithstanding my wretched unworthiness), I solemnly feel it is impossiblo
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for me to attempt too much for our Lord, or to expect too much from
Him, after what Ho ha'" done for my own soul as a soldier and civilian.
Then, again, my official capacity has made me acquainted with a large
circle of the hous hold of faith, whom I have never seen, but hope one
day to recognis them above, where sower and -reaper meet and rejoice
to~ether in th harvest home.
I feel it is a gr at favour the dear Lord should give me a place in so
many heart, ancl 1 ad them to write me as they have done, for I am
often very mu h umbered with worldly cares and labours, and frequent
preaching th
0 pel in the villages around Salisbury-six times in the
week. I m nti n these things to ask my many corresponding friends to
accept this ] tt r as a personal one, as time often prevents me doing
what othen is would be a great delight.
Then, a~8in, am sorely tried in my home, wnere dwells a true 118lpmeet wife, but gradually sinking from consumption, having ruptured two
blood.vess Is in the right lung.
Now, when
think f what may be just on before me, with two
. young delicate children, I am satisfied I should soon sink and give up
'all, if my gracious Lord did not administer His precious cordials to my
fainting soul and renew my strength from day to day; but it often
grieves me that I should be so often obliged to answer these truly heartcheering letters in a manner that may seem the very reverse of this
hearty reception. And what frequently pains' me more is, that when I
get .a little springing up within of the water of life, coupled with
sufficient time to let it flow beyond the formal acknowledgment, I seem
to muddle and confound the whole of what my Lord has given me (and
the same may be said of my preachin g the Word, too), that I have often
to scrawl afinisl~ with a long sigh, grieved in heart over the sad failure.
Such am I, dear friend, in myself, that no hope should I have whatever
but that I firmly believe our Great High Priest, our spotless Offerer amI
Offering, purifies continually the iniquity of our holy things.
.
Believe me to remain, yours in Gospel bonds,
J)evizes Road, Salisbury.
CHARLES BRIDER.

THE OLD SOLDIER.-A VESSEL OF MERCY-THE POWER
OF THE SIMPLE WORD OF '.rHE LORD.
1'0 tlte Ed-itor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR .DR. DOUDNEY,-For some time I have been intending to write
to you to tell you of the happy death of a dear old man who died in
September, but fear of "being put into print" has kept me from doing
so; but, after reading the paper in this month's Magazine entitled
"Many precious hours with Jesus," I can do so no longer, for I knowit
will gladden your heart to hear of him, because he was brought to the
.knowledgeofthe truth by reading a text in the Old Jonathan some few years
ago. I cannot tell what year or month-perhaps you have the old numbers
to refer to. The text was, "Look unto me, and 'be ye saved" (with an
ornamental border, I think).
In his early days he had been a soldier, and was very fond of telling
of some of the incidents of his career; how God had watched over him,
.and pI1tlserved him from many dangers in many climes. When we first
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knew him he was a carter at the Lead Works, where he worked many
years. He was thought to be a steady, sober man, but he has often
confessed since he used to drink on the sly, especially on Saturday and
Sunday, until his conscience was aroused by that text.
After his conversion -he was a very happy Ohristian. He had a very
bright and beaming face. His favourite writer was" Old Gurnall." He
Buffered very much for nearly two years before he died.
My dear father often went to see him, and I used to go for my own
sake. I saw him the day before he died, but we neither of us thought
it would be the last time, though, in speaking of the" many mansions,"
he said, "Mine won't be vacant long! "
My father joins with me in wishing you eve:ry blessing for the new
year.
E. W.
Believe me, dear sir, yours very truly,
[It is such precious testimonies as the foregoing that cheer and
encourage us in our work. There is one feature in this interesting caso
that supports a remark we have often made, namely, that it is God's own
word, either written or spoken, that is generally the instrument of conversion or deliverance. It is God's, and not man's, word. And yet He
so condescendingly and graciously makes use of man, as a very humble
instrument, for the proclamation of that word. "Go," saith He, " speak
my words unto thew, whether they will hear, or whether they will
forbear." Moreover, there is a blessed promise, "My word shall not
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please; and it
shall prosper in the thing whereunto I have sent it."
But there is one remark in the foregoing letter which touches upon a
subject that has often given us real sorrow: it is the Mding of the Lord's
tendsr, graciou8, merciful am·ng8. We believe that, if there be regrets by-and-bye, in lool,ing back over life's little day, it will be on the ground
of withholding the personal· testimony for God and truth where that
testimony might have contributed to His glory and to the well-being of
immortal souls. As we left our chamber this morning the first words
which presented themselves to the mind were, "Be thankful unto Him,
and speak gO?it of His name" (Prayer Book version). Surely these silent
ones would be half-disposed to countenance those who, did the Psalmist
live in our day, would charge him with egotism if he ventured to say, as
when on earth he did say, "Oome and hear, all ye that fear God, and I
will declare what He hath done for my soul." Such objectors to personal
testimony seem to us, moreover, to overlook the solemn declaration con·
tained in the 145th Psalm: "One generation shall praise Thy works to
another, and shall declare Thy mighty acts. I will speal, of the glorious
honour of Thy majesty, and of Thy wondrous works. And men shall
speak of the might of Thy tenible acts: and I will declare Thy greatness.
They shall abundantly utter the memory of' Thy great goodness, and shall
sing of Thy righteousness." " All Thy works shall praise Thee, 0 Lord,
and Thy saints shall bless Thee. They shall speal, of the glory of Thy
kingdom, and talk of Thy power, to make known to the sons of men His
mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of His kingdom."
Where can a clearer line of counsel or course of duty be laid down
than the foreg-oing? ~oo many take shelter under the idea that it is
pride that prompts to this personal testimony. We are quite sure that
it is pride and shamefacedness that withhold it. It b hiding the talent
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in a napkin. It is, to say the least, a partaking of the sin and the
ingratitude of those of the lepers of whom J eSlls spake when He said
,
" Were there not ten cleansed? but where moe the nine .'i' "
Reader, if the 'Lord has done anything for you, in a gracious and
saving way, whose side would you like to take-or, rather, which example
would you copy-that of the nine, or the" stranger" that" turned back
and with a loud voice glorified God" ?
We have been grieved at heart for years with respect to one who has
a remarkable gift for writing, and whose letters, the few times they have
appeared in these pages, were of the most savoury and God-glorifyinocharacter, compiled as they were with a marked observance and cOl'l-e':'
sponding acknowledgment of His hand. But, because these letters were
published, although without any name or clue whatever to the writer,
they were thenceforward withheld, and, as far as those beyond her own
little immediate circle were concerned,
" His mercies lie buried,
And without praises die."
The last great day alone will declare the God-glorifying, Ohristexalting helps, the personal testimonies of the tried and triumphing, the
suffering and the succoured, the distressed and the delivered, of the
Lord's dear children, as far as their fellow-pilg.rims were concerned.
In contending for these things, we are not wishing for a moment to
advocate a proud, creature, self-sufficient boast-God forbid !-but that.
for which we crave, and that which we love to be the humble instrument
through these pages, or through those of the Old Jonathan, is in precious
accordance with the counsel given by the Apostle Peter, "Be ready
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear."
EDITOR. ]

"WALKS AND TALKS WITH JESUS."-LETTER FROM THE
REV. W. LUSH.
My DEAR DR. DouDNEy,-Thanks for a copy of "Walks and Talks
with Jesus." It is one of the few books that, next to:the Bible, is without
fault. Sound in its theology, simple in its style, suitable in its type for
all classes, it ought to have a very wide circulation, besides its intrinsic
value as being the first book printed and bound at the "Printing Nursery."
It is just the book for the society to use which sends to all the railway
stations; and especially so, as it originated through visiting a railway
official.-Yours faithfully,
Horncastle.
WM. LUSH.

THE Rev. T. Oharlton Henry, D.D., on being asked, "Do you find
that gloom in death which some apprehend?" replied, "A sweet falling
of the soul on Jesus. Oh, what mercy! what mercy! I don't understand
it. I feel a sweet, composed, delightful calm. I am willing to trust all
in the hands of my Redeemer. He is now very gracious to me."
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"THAT WAS LOVE! "
THE LAST WORDS OF ONE WHO PASSED AWAY IN ITER 84TH YEAR.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-In compliance with your request to send you some particulars respecting our departed friend, I will endeavour briefly to do so,
although I must confess with some diffidence, as, our lives having been
linked together so long, in speaking of her I am necessarily obliged to
speak also of myself.
H-- W-- was born in the city of Bath, .February, 1790. I
first became acquainted with her in 1837. In April, 1840, the Lord
was pleased to take my beloved father to Himself. He, with my
beloved mother, had, through grace, long walked with God; and the
same rich grace enabled him to commit her and the ten young children
to her best and only Friend, the God of the widow and Father of the
fatherless. And blessed be the name of the Lord for ever and ever for
all His mercies manifested toward us since that day.
A few months previously the Lord the blessed Spirit had laid His
arresting hand upon me, just when I was longing for freedom from kind
parental restraint, that I might enjoy the so-called pleasures of this vain
life, by saying to my soul, "Wilt thou have thy sins ar:.d go to hell? "
Sharp convictions followed, and I was Boon brought to see somewhat of
my lost, ruined, and helpless state, and my great need of an interest in
Christ Jesus. Also my vain visions of future success in the employment
I had just learned vanished, and I knew that only the same God whose
kind providence had been so wondrously manifested on behalf of my
parents could provide for me. And I begged of Him (I believe it was
my first real prayer upon my knees) to open up a way that I might not
be a burden to my parents, and father so ill, but a help and comfort to
them. Some time afterwards that text was laid upon my mind, " Seek
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added unto you."
Just before my father's death a situation was offered me in the same
house in which H - - W-- had long lived. Believing it to 11e' an
answer to prayer, I accepted it, although it was quite contrary to what I
had desired. H-- W--, having known and liked me before, appeared
pleased at my coming. I found her to be a person of few words, strictly
moral, but apparently without any love to the Word of God or His cause',
with a strong prejudice against professors of religion, having noticed the
inconsistencies of many. Her excuse for not going to the house of God
was, that .. persons only went there to see and be seen."
For more than nine years we lived together-a time of very great trial,
and of greater mercies. The Lord knew I needed every cross I had to
bear (for I had naturally a stubborn will), and in His good time He
revealed a precious Saviour to my longing soul, and made .. darkness
light before me, and crooked things straight," and enabled me to return
good for evil, which weakened H - - W--'s'preJudice to the cause I
loved; and when, at length, we had the opportunity of going.Qut together,
she accompanied me a few times to Pl'ovidence Chapel, _onc~ to hear
DEAR
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Mr. Kershaw, whom ehe ;lilced very much. Her jealousy was the hardest
to bear, because I daily sought her advantage more than my own, as I
saw she was unjustly tr ated after long faithful service, and I knew she
had spent her earnings in partly maintaining her very aged mother and
step-father.
In 1850 wo w re parted for a short time, but she never seemed comfortable unless she was with me, and I became greatly attached to her. My
mother also, and Mr. Dark, a minister of the Gospel, took a prayerful
interest in her.
After 11 ft Bath to caEt in my lot with my beloved husband, in 1854,
she was among the first to pay us a visit, and continued taking every
()Pportunity of comi:ag to spend a lit!.le time with us.
. About twelve years ago she came on a visit, and did not return to Bath
again, but made our home her home; and, although she never spoke of
the state of her soul, and I had not the courage nor the faithfulness to
speak pointedly to her, yet we noticed with pleasure how attentively she
listened to the daily reading of God's Word, and to faithful sermons read
by my husband. Yet if any person (with few exceptions) came in, and
began talking upon religious subjects, she would be offended, and
sometimes leave the room, calling it cant.
Her affection for us and our children was very great, and her temper,
which formerly was very irritable, became quiet and gentle, and well did
she return every little kindness I had shown her.
During my sister's painful illness, when she hung, as i.t were, in the
balance between life and deg,th so very long, constant watching, in
addition to the cares of the family, tried my nerves very much; and
when, through mercy, her illness took a favourable turn, I was painfully
convinced that there was a great change for the worse in our aged friend,
and Satan, taking advantage of my weakness, filled my mind with gloomy
fears respecting- her, and I forgot the injunction of the dear Redeemer,
"Men ought always to pray, and not to faint;" yet in the midst of my
fears I kept crying to the Lord to have mercy upon her, and grant her
His salvation. She lived some months longer, but, when she became too
weak to unite with us in family prayer, I read portions ofthe Word to her,
()1;' suitable hymns, to which she listened thoughtfully, the only response
generally being, "Precious Jesus! PreciM's Jesus!" Once when reading,
" As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have eternal life," I spoke of the serpent-bitten Israelites, stung as
it were to death, restored to life by looking up to the serpent made in
the form of the fiery ones that stung them. So in like manner everyone
of us, having been stung to death by sin, could only obtain eternal life by
looking to Him who was made sin for us, and nailed to the cross that
every poor sinner taught by the Spirit of God to know the plague of his
own heart might look up to Him and be healed. She took in every
word eagerly, and then spok.e out in words of prayer and praise, which
cheered us greatly.
Her patience and gratitude during her long illness were most remarkable.
The Wednesday before she departed this life I said to her (while my
heart sank within me), "You are very ill ; I fear you will never be better
here. Havtl you a good hope that, when you leave this world, you will
be with t~e Lord?" She answered, "I believe I shall."
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On Thursday evening the power of speech appeared gone, and she was
perfectly helpless, and about two 0' clock on Friday mc;>rning I tJ:ought
she was dying; her eyes were open but fixed,. and she dId"not notIce any
one. How I longed for a word more from her to confirm my hope of her
interest in Christ Jesus. And I tried to rouse her, by saying, "Do you
know me Mrs. W--?" She suddenly revived, and said, "1 think 1 ougM
to." My sister also said, "Do you know me?" She answered, "Yes,
you are Mrs. W--." I quoted the words"I heard the voice of Jesus say,
, Come unto me and rest;
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down
Thy head upon my breast.'

I"

I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary, and worn, and sad;
I found in Him a resting-place,
And He has made me glad:

when her cOUlitenance became more animated than I had ever seen it,
and she said clearly, and with great emphasis, "1 am very gla(l He has
made me glad, and 1 was sad."
Those few words, spoken voluntarily, were beyond all price to me. We
then bade her farewell, and expressed a hope that we should meet again
in a better world, when she replied, "Yes, and know each other there."
Soon after my husband came into the room, and she took leave of him
most affectionately and cheerfully. She did not speak again until after
nine at night, when I repeated" This was compas,sion like a God,
That, when the Saviour knew
The price of pardon was His blood,
His pity ne'er withdrew;"
and, thinking she might be able to hear, I remarked, "The dear Redeemer
knew what He would have to go through to save your precious soul, yet
He would not draw back." With a great effort she said, " That was love ! "
and, although she lived twenty-four hours longer, she never spoke again,
but quietly breathed her last, at twenty minutes past nine, Saturday
evening, June 21, 1873, in the eighty-fourth year of her age.
Hoping this short account of one of the Lord's hidden ones may be
for His glory and the encouragement of man to trust in Him at all
times,
I am, yours sincerely,
E. Mc.P.

C" What a contrast," thought we, after reading the foregoing account
"to that which was named to us an hour or two ago!" "I called upo~
the person to whom you sent some help," said the Bible-woman' "but
as it was not in your parish, one of the curates of - - - visited him. H~
told him he must count up his sins. The poor man said he could not do
that. The answer was, that he was to do it by ten years at a time, and then
HE WOULD PASS THEM BY, but he must receive the sacrament first.
"The
blaspheming ~I~etch! " thought we, "HE pass them by, indeed! What
an awful delUSIOn r and what an awfully deceived and deceiving man!" As
the saying is, it almost chilled the blood in our veins at hearing such fearfnl blasphemy. It was the language, if we mistake not, of a recently
ordained young man, and we could but thinlc, "What a legacy the bishops
of the Church of England are leaving to the Church and the nation by
laying their episcopal hands upon such men! What a curse they are
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disseminating!" By such a course how forcibly we are reminded, by
contrast, of the ferv nt prayer of our own late beloved Bishop of Cashel,
when, upon the morning of the ordination, he knelt before God, in the
presence of the candidates, just as we were about to leave the palace for
the cathedral, and s earnestly and ardently besought the Lord that he
might never be permittfld to lay his hand upon one whom the Lord
Himself had not previously called and commissioned for His service.
Dear old sel'vant of God! the savour of his netitions remains with us to
this day. "])0, do, Lord," he would exclaim, iiJ. the course of his petitions,
in the most fervent and emphatic way.
We believe the same earnestness of appeal as to the men he ordained
applied to the late beloved Bishop W ALDEGRAVE. Both the one and the
other would have trembled at the veriest idea of being in the least
wise instrumental in furthering the aim of such deluded and deluding
ones as he to whom we have referred, or one who preceded him in the
selfsame curacy, who said to a personal friend of our own, " Ymt will
not acknowledge my power!" What can more plainly go to prove the
fearful ignorance of such men, and the deceptive and destructive
character of their teaching? The young curate to whom we first alluded
further requested the wife of the sick man to withdraw, in order that he
might be alone with him. He stated, moreover, that he ,should wish to
be alone with him upon the night in which he died. Thought we, " Alone,
indeed! that he will never be; for, should he happen to be the only visible
mortal in the room upon that solemn occasion, with such sentiments and
such pretensions, there will be another present, in whose deadly and
destructive service he is engaged." It is no use mincing matters in
such 'days as these. There is no question about it. A man who dares
arrogate to himself the power to forgive sins is the devil's dupe, is doing
the devil's work, and to the devil he will go, if so be divine grace
interpose not.
At the very moment we were writing the foregoing, our dear wife
entered the study, and said, "A poor woman has just been here wishing
you, or some one from you, to visit her. She has consulted a London
physician, who says there is no cure for her, that she cannot live more
than five months. She is unable to sit if she comes to church." When
told it was not in our parish where she lived, the answer was, "I know
it," but, when Mr.-- called upon me, I said (alluding to one of the
curates aforenamed), 'I would as soon a Roman CathOlic visited me as
you.' His answer was, 'If that were the case, he would not come.' "
What a pitiable state of things is this!
But, to turn from all such instances, how grateful is the contemplation
of such records as that with which our d~ar friend and correspondent
has favoured us. We felt the savour of it as she personally related the
leading featuros of the case. The present account is equally precious.
We cannot conceive that a Spirit-enlightened soul can for a moment call in
question the genuineness and reality of the work in the departed. Few
as were her words, they were to the purpose. They were "like apples
of gold in pictures of silver." There was a weight and a power with them
which no mere human language could convey. They may well inspire
hope in the fearing, the doubting, and the feeble-minded. The case
bears the stamp of divine approval, and redounds to the glory of a
triune J ehovah. May God be pleased to bless the perusal to many a
poor dejected and weary soul.-ED.J
N
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GONE HOME AT FOURSCORE-AND-FOUR.

AT UPTON-ON-SEVERN, ON JANUARY 1, AGED 84, MR. GEORGE BENNETT
(LATE OF PILLERIDGE FARM).
OUR beloved Christian brother was a member of the Baptist OhUl'ch in
this town for many years (one of the old-fashioned farmers), but whose
character and conduct were worthy of imitation. For many years he was
a constant reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and ofttimes said to an old
friend how precious the contents were to his soul. He often remarked,
"Mr. Doudney, I can tell, has had his trials, or he could never have written
such cheering truths."
His conRdence was unshaken. Relying entirely on the finished work ofOhrist as the foundation of his hope, free and sovereign grace was his
constant and only theme.
Within the last three years he lost his sight, which was a great grief
to him, as his bodily strength was not much impaired, and was therefore
obliged to ask his old friend to read to him. A chapter in Hawker's
., Evening Portions" was constantly read to him on the Sabbath
afternoon, as well as one from the Book of books, which he always found
very refreshing.
Within the last twelve months a chapter was frequently read to him
from "Old J onathan at -Threescore and Three;" but more especially
"The Review and Remembrance," and "The Psalmist's Inquiry:
, What wait I for? ,,, The latter chapter was repeatedly read to him.
He said to his old friend, "That piece is short, and I can remember it.'"
On the last Sabbath before he left this world, he said to his friend,
" Pray for me, that I may have light through the valley, as I shall not
be long here now. I feel gradually sinking." When his friend replied,
"You know you are on the Rock, and you need not fear," when he
said, ' , Well, yes, I think I shall; my only hope is in the dear Redeemer,
and He will help me." No doubt this he fully realized, falling asleep in
the arms of a relative without a sigh or groan.
The Rev. J ames Dunckley, the present pastor of the Baptist Church,
who frequently visited him, made some very suitable remarks in his
funeral sermon from a very appropriate text, "Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth," &c.
_Since writing the above, a beloved sister-in-law, Mrs. Bennett, died
this morning, at eight o'clock, under the same roof, aged 87, "waiting
for the Oonsolation of Israel." It was in her sick chamber reading and
prayer were engaged in on Sabbath afternoon.
Jan. 10.
J. W. R
(Yonnge3t sou of

I{

A Lover of Truth," Warwick, an old corresponden.t

of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in Walter Row's time.)

" I AM lying daily by the ~rink of the grave, waiting upon the will
and for the call of my SovereIgn Lord. The only reason swaying with
me to .desi~e life, next to the more thoroug:h working out of\py own
salvatIOn, IS to reveal and make known Chnst to souls, and to publish
the glad tidings of peace and salvation to a lost and sinful world. But,
if God will make no further use of me that way, His will be done."Rev. Edward Pearce.
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PARENTS, B WARE!
[Our attention has been called to the ann
d letter, which appeared ill
,the Islington Ga:otto of February 15. It may 'v lllead parents to be on
-the alert with r sp et to their children. As to the hypocrisy and the lying
practised in th case, this need excite no surprise whatever, whilst a
leading tenet £ ome declares that" the end sanctifies the means."-En. J
JESUITICAL ROMANISM.

SIR,-Allow m to call the attention of your readers to the way
Romanists ntrap unwary, unsuspecting, -and foolish young girls. My
daughter, who is now ixteen years of age, went some months ago to an
-evening party, at the hom of a Ohristian family, where it appears there
were two young m n, papists, lodging. There was a good deal of fun
.and some flirtation going on. One of these young men, in all subsequent
visits paid by my daughter to this family, insisted upon seeing her home.
Poor, giddy, thoughtless girl, she said on one occasion she rather liked
the Roman Oatholic religion. "Well," said the Romanist, "I will
introduce you to one of our clergymen." This young man to whom I
have referred, it appears, with all his attention, had no motive in lending
,books, seeing my child home, &c. However, she is introduced by him
to Father Smith, of 39, Duncan Terrace. He puts the young girl into
the hands of the nuns living at No. 40, on the other side of the chapel,
'who proceed to instruct her. Mark you, these visits to Father Smith
and to the nuns were entirely unknown to us, her parents. Last Saturday
.afternoon this Father Smith baptized the child into the popish faith.
In the first place, I am certain that there is not in the whole of Islington
a minister of religion, excepting papists, who would receive a child to
instruct and then baptize in this underhanded way, without consultingthe parents.
In the second place, the child is in utter ignorance of the principles
of the Ohurch of Rome, and positively knows no more than the table on
which I am now writing the distinctive differences between papists and
Protestants. It is true she had a catechism and a book of instruction
lent to her by these people, which were secreted from us, but I undertake
to prove to anyone of your readers that the child does not understand
'what she has been wickedly induced to do.
My last point is this, my child-I am _pained at heart to write itsaid to her brother before leaving home on Saturday, "I am going to
IDeet brother, who is coming home from business." This she had not
the least intention of doing; so that, with a lie upon her lips, she ran
to Duncan Terrace, where Father Smith was waiting to baptize her.
H the Ohurch of Rome is to be built up by baptized liar:!!, let us know
the fact. I mention this to show that the child was utterly unfit to make
any profession of religion. What is worse still, when I mentioned this
lying to Father Smith, and also to the young man who has been seeking
to lead my child to Rome, they both justified it. To the honour of another
young man, a Romanist, he repudiated it, and said all lying was a sin.
Fatlier Smith said that there were limits to truth, and that if she had
told the truth she might have been prevented from coming to be baptized,
and sundry other statements. Surely, sir, there must be some truth-
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lovers in the Church of Rome. Let them teach Father Smith that it is
written in the Protestant Bible, and.in the Douay Bible also, "All liars
shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone."
Let me appeal to parents to take care that their children do not fall
into the hands of these wretched men, who are wolves in sheep's
clothing.
I am, &c.,
A DISTRESSED FATHER.
RITUALISTIC BLASPHEMIES.
A CORRESPONDENT calls our attention to the following,for the correctness
of the report of which he vouches, he having been present and heard
the sermon in question.
The Rev. C. Eynon, in a letter to the Western IJaily Press, for Friday,
October 22, 1875, says that "in a ten days' mission at the notoriously
Ritualistic church of All Saints', Winterbourne Down (near Bristol), after
a usually very good sermon, with but little in it to offend a Protestant
ear, came an 'instruction' for about half an hour, when we were instructed concerning the necessity of confessing all our sins to the clergyman, detached portions of Scripture being made to suit the occasion.
The next evening we got an 'instruction' upon priestly absolution, being
told 'God is in heaven, which is a long way off, and cannot speak to us
Himself to say that we are pardoned, but that the clergy, being able to
trace their descent in an unbroken line up to the apostles, have the same
power as they had, which was the same as Christ had, who was sent into
the world by the Father to forgive sins, and that we can know ours to be
forgiven only by the declaration of the priest! ' We were also told that
, there is no pardon for sins wind are not corifessed to the priest! ' The next
morning we had an 'instruction' on transubstantiation, being told that
the Lord Jesus Christ, when He died on the cross, made an atonement
for all the sins of the world up to that time, but that He could not atone
for s~ns not yet committed, and that our sins at'e atoned for by the sacrifice of
His real body and blood, whicl! the priest offers on the altar in Holy Commttnion."
Such is the dreadful state to which matters have arrived; and with
these facts published in a widely. circulated journal, and remaining uncontradicted, things are allowed to go on without any apparent effort
whatever to stay the progress of such awful blasphemies. What the end
will be the Lord alone knows, but we confess we tremble for the ark of
God. Surely a tremendous crisis is at our doors.
We had intended publishing our correspondent's own letter, but for
having mislaid it at the time of preparing this article for the press: We
may state,· however, that he couples other facts with the above, which
are equally reprehensible. In it he states that he heard another preacher
(giving his name) distinctly say that, after having felt the burden of
his sins, he went to a "priest" and confessed them, and obtained relief!
That since then he had become a " priest" himself, and had power to forgive sins! Moreover, he as distinctly stated that Christ gave His apostles
power to forgive sins; that it would have been "cruel" if He had not
done so!
The writer of the letter said to us, personally, that, when he heard these
blasphemies fall from the lips of that daring presumer, he was filled
with indignation, and mentltlly exclaimed: "0 full of all subtlety, thou
child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease
to pervert the right ways of the Lord? "
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.Brief Thoughts on the TMngs ~f God and the Soul, in Words of One
Syllable, for each Day in Two Months. By the late Rev. EDWARD
DALTON, D.D., Rector of Tramore. A new edition. London: Book
Society, 28, Paternoster Row.
A REPRINT of a very excellent little work by our late dear friend and
brother, the Rev. EDWARD DALTON. Should this book fall into the hands
-of any who personally knew its author, it will prove a grateful and
:refreshing remembrancer of him. Few men have left such footprints
behind them as the late Rector of Tramore. His genial, happy temperhis kind look and word-throw a grateful halo I'ound and about his
memory and what emanated from his pen. When it is recollected that
for so many years he was surrounded by popery, and knew so much of
its practical working and intrigues, the chapter on the subject in the
volume before us is well worthy of a most attentive reading. Did space
permit, we should extract the said chapter, as being most weighty and
-truthful.
.Rornanisrn Weighed in tl1e Balance of the Scriptures and Fathers, and Found
Wanting; intended as a Handbook of the Romish Controversy. By
the Rev. W. PRESTON, M.A., Incumbent of Holy Trinity, Runcorn.
London: the Book Society, Paternoster Row.
NOTHING could be more seasonable, at such a critical crisis of the Church
and nation, than the appearance of this book. It is a most comprehensive
work, divided into eight chapters, each chapter in turn broken up into a
number of sections, bearing directly upon the various phases of the- Apostasy. An elaborate index directs at once to sections in which matters in
-dispute are opened out in a clear, concise, and Scriptural manner. No
Sunday-school teacher or superintendent of a Bible-clASS or mothers'
meeting should be without this book, as it is calculated to be most helpful
in enlIghtening tham upon subjects of so grave importance at the
present juncture.
A Living Epistle; or, Gathered Fragments from the Correspondence 0/ the
late Caroline S. BlackweU. New and much enlarged edition. London:
John F. Shaw and Co., 48, Paternoster Row.
,SPEAKING of a young disciple who had just previously been called by
divine grace, and brought into the liberty of the Gospel, nearly fifty years
ago, we heard a mother in Israel say, "She is either about to' be taken
home, or will undergo great trials.' , We lived to see the latter foretelling
fulfilled in a very remarkable manner. The observation of this longglorified one has been vividly brought to our recollection by the book
before us. It is a volume deep in insight into the Scriptures; pithy in
thought and style; Lappy in expression; and privileged beyond most the
writer must have been in sweet, close, blessed communion with Him who
is "the Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely." Whilst
reading, one is again and again reminded of the blessed RUTHERFORD.
Letter after letter brings to the remembrance a saying of the late Mr.
'GADSBY, with respect to his interview with the beloved Dr. HAWKER: "I
'saw," said he, or words to that effect, "merely the legs of the rnan; his
head and his body were in heaven."
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Such would seem to have been very much the case with the talented
-writer of these letters. She" dwelt on high;" she "sat down in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus;" "her conversation" most emphatically
"was in heaven, whence she looked for the Saviour;" yea, to a demonstration indeed, she" came up out of the wilderness, leaning on the
Beloved." Page after page and letter upon letter bear this impress,
-that "Christ was her all and in all." Hence, some of us poor old greyheaded ones may well take shame to ourselves as we see ourselves outstripped and left far In the rear by young disciples, some of whom (as
in the case of the writer of these letters) seem to live upon the very confines of heaven. Such appear to be called home ere they have learnt painiully to sing"Where is the blessedness I knew
When first I saw the Lord?
Where is the soul-reviving view
- Of Jesus and His Word?" &c.,'&c.
It is the fact that Miss BLACKWELL was summoned to her eternal rest at
ihe early age of eight-and-twenty that reminded us of the saying of the
mother in Israel about the young disciple of whom we first spoke. How·ever, during her short sojourn in this vale of tears, had the departed done
nought else but pen these precious letters, she would by no means havo
lived or laboured in vain.
A memoir of so eminent a child of God would have proved a great
boon, but say the compilers of this volume, "Those who knew her best,
and how continually her desire was to exalt the Master and to ignore
self, have decided that it is better omitted." In a brief preface to the
first edition of the work, it is stated that "she was converted at the
.age of fifteen, without any human instrumentality, and that her one
desire was to glorify the name of Jesus." Miss BLACKWELL was "born in
1845, and sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, after a brief illness, March 4,
1873." In the preface to the second edition, it says, "A passing tribute
of affection is paid to the memory of the beloved mother often alluded to
in these letters, who calmly' fell asleep' in Jesus, February 28, 187U,
the precious dust being laiq. beside that of her' beloved Carrie.' "
We cannot forbear giving one or two extracts from the close of the
-volume before us. At p. 538, lillqer the heading, "A Life Prayer:
Extracts from Private Papers Found after her Departure," and dated
December 30, 1866, we read : -

Hezekiah began within-" Those that be planted in tho house
shall flourish in the COU7·tS." Blessing, joy, pru,ise unbound d result
from this secret work, this dragging out from the recesses of the temple
.all defiling things. He grew stronger and stronger; his failure was com,paratively small. God left him to try him, that he might know ALL that
was in his heart-a terrible si~ht! Lord, humble us, bumble us even to
the LOWEST DEPTH!', lifting us up AT THE SAME TIME into the rich
,blessed, l'apturous joy of Thy presence.
'
The Spirit-taught reader will mark the double request here made. She
tPrayed that" she might be humbled even to the LOWEST DEPTHS." We
,should have trembled for the poor suppliant pad she left off pleading
,there. We should have been ready to exclaim, "She knows not what
:she asks." If ever we trembled at an utterance in a prayer-meeting, it
was when one present said, "Teach us by terrible things in l'ighteous-
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ness." In closing the prayer-meeting that night, we took care in no
measured language to qualify that remark. We have a deep acquaintance with one who used very constantly to repeat the cry of the blessed
HaI:t" Let me well my vileness know;
Keep me very, very low."
The Lord took him at his word, and He did keep him low; indeed so much
so that ever since he has, in substance, coupled the request with
such a plea as that urged by her whose writings are now before us:
"Lord, humble us, humble us even to the LOWEST DEPTHS;" but mark
~he connection-for it is all-important-" lifting us up AT THE SAME TIME,
Into the rich, blessed, rapturous joy of Tlvy presence. Amen."
We give the SMALL CAPITALS and the italics as they are in the book.She adds:As 1 once learned of the Lord, every moment the flesh is let alone, it ismustering its strength.
Is not this a truth, dear reader? and is it not significant of divineteaching upon the part of her who thus expresses herself? Again she
says:Oh, to keep it low !-gazing upon Jesus, and in resurrection joy; while it
is being laid low, crucified, cut up! May the flesh be ever as thorns and
briers, that the spirit may rest in sweetest, richest joy. "And now, Lord,_
what wait l£or? my hope is in Thee." We shall shortly "break bread in
remembrance of Thy death," and may it be a remembrance in spirit; and
may our souls not refuse to look off unto Jesus, and may eve1·y look at Him
be a dagger in the heart of the old mem. Amen and amen!
Reader, what think you of that expression? Can you not attach your
hearty, 'Amen, amen,' to it? "MAY EVERY LOOK AT HIM BE A DAGGER IN
THE HEART OF TilE OLD MAN!" Ah, this is the only true way of getting
the true mastery over sin and self, the,world, death, and the devil. "They
looked UNTO HIM, and were lightened, and their faces were not ashamed."
We had intended to make another extract or two, but space forbids.
We must reserve them for our next. Meanwhile we can but speak most
heartily of this truly precious volume. We have dipped into it with
deep, deep self-loathing, and with the heartfelt cry, "0 Lord, revive
Thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make
known; in wrath remember mercy."
And yet, alas! alas! our poor cowardly heart shrinks greatly from
the means the Lord may see fit to employ for thus reviving His work in
our poor languishing soul. Dear reader, we often think of the unspeakable blessedness of that state of which the poet sings"Where 'tiR springtide all the year,
And His saints no winter fear."
"Made For It;" or, The Wild Flower Transplanted.
By E. S. G. S.London: Book Society, 28, Paternoster Row.
IN the form of a story, there are lessons inculcated in this little book of
a most telling character. It sets forth, in the most forcible way, how
infinite was that wisdom which apportioned and appointed man hisvaried position in the present life. 'fo reverse, or to attempt to rectify it,
upon the part of poor finite creatures, would be as absurd as it would befutile.
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Our Own Firesz'de Annual for 1875. Oonducted by the Rev. OIIARLES.
BULLOOK, RD., formerly Rec~or of St. Nicholas', Worcester. TIle ])ay
of ])ays Annual, 1875. By the same. London: James Nisbet and 00.,
Berners Street.
As intimated in our brief notice last month of Mr. BULLOOK'S "Hom(}
Words for Heart and Hearth," how he gets through the amount of work
devolving upon him from month to month and year by year is to us a
perfect mystery. It is only to glance at the contents of the two volumes
now before us to be reminded of the immense amount of labour attending upon selection and revising. True it is the many well-known names
as contributors to these works are at once a guarantee of the value of
the papers bearing their signatures, and this will in some degree explain
how it is that Mr. BULLOOK accomplishes what he does.
Did space allow, there are sundry extracts we should be glad to make.
We must content ourselves, however, by stating that the illustrated
articles on the martyrs and the renowned Bedford tinker are well-timed
at the present juncture of the Ohurch and nation. They are calculated
to furnish our young people with most important reading, as an antidoteto the present scurrilous as well as otherwise pernicious productions of
the press.
The Garden Oraole and FlO1'ioultural Year Book By SHIRLEY HIBBERD,
Editor of the Gardener's ]l£agazine. London: Published for One Shilling
at the Gardener's Magazine Office, 11, Ave Muria Lane.
No lover of his garden, large or small, should be without this beautiful
little compendium of gardening.
The Printing Times and Lithographer. London: Wyman and Sons, Great
Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields.
THIS of necessity is a work of deep and growing interest to authors and
all directly or indirectly connected with the press. The number beforeus, for January 15, contains a fine engraving.
Cheering Words.
Edited by "THE VILLAGE PREAOHER." London:
R. Banks, Racquet Oourt, Fleet Street.
FOR Rve-and-twenty years this neat little squaremo has been doing its.
good work of going through the length and breadth of the land speaking "good words and comfortable words" to the sin-burdened, theworld-weary, and the heavy-laden. Without doubt it has spoken many
a word in season to many a poor doubting, trembling, disconsolate souL
We cannot but wish it well in its homely and happy mission. Th(}
present volume (making the twenty-fifth) contains a speaking likeness of
its editor, who has jus.t completed his threescore years and ten. May
God grant him to find that his last years are his best years.
IN addition to the foregoing, we have received during the month ~
"Hand and Heart," a new weekly illustrated journal (Barrow) j the
"Day of Days" (Nisbet and 00.); the "Ohristian," the" Temperance
Star," the" Gospel Standard" (Gadsby); "Evening Hours" (Strahan
and 00.) j the" Rock" (Oollingridge); the Monthly Report of the British
and Foreign Bible Society j "Our Own Fireside" (Nisbet and 00.) j_
the "Gospel Herald" (Elliot Stock); the "Friendly Oompanion"
(Gadsby); "After Work," a Mag-azine for Home Reading (Macintosh);
"Sunshine" (Macintosh) j "Golden Hours" (Macintosh);" Missionary
Leaves" (Hunt and 00.) ; the" Lifeboat" (issued by the Roya,l N ationaI
Lifeboat Institution).

