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.. Who oomforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them whioh are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are oomforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

MINISTERIAL CALL 'AND CREDENTIALS.
"As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost
said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul (01" the work whereunto I have
'
called them.-AcTs xiii. 2.

FOR a long time I it has been U:pon the mind to attempt to write
something upon the above, but we have been deterred hitherto from
doing so by a consideration of the momentousness of the subject.
Of all things there is none so important as that of the ministry.
Hence we have been afraid of "darkening counsel by words
without knowledge," or saying ought that might discourage or'
intimidate those in whose hearts the Lord the Spirit may be
working, as preparatory to their being sent forth in His everblessed and adorable name to His own most glorious work.
After much prayerful consideration, however, we venture 'to take
,up the pen, with a view of endeavouring to note down a few
thoughts upon this important subject. May the Holy Ghost direct
us, so that we may not advance anything that might be contrary
to His own divine and approving will.
Our meditatidns, as the Lord may enable, will take both a
negative and a positive bearing. Who, negatively, are not commissioned by the Holy Ghost, and who, positively, give the signs \
and tokens that they are led and taught of Him, in regard to
the ministry of the Word, will be our subject.
As a rule, we refrain from t,aking so much the negative view of
the question with respect to godliness, but seek to act upon the
advice of the blessed JOHN NEWTON, who used to say, "Fill the
bushel with wheat, and there will be no room for the cM:!!" Sure
we are tha~ the negative may be dwelt upon to the almost total exclusion of the positive. In other words, counsel and caution may, be
so largely administered as to what is evil and what is to be shunned
and avoided, as completely to engross the thoughts, absorb the
attention, and leave no room whatever for the precious milk and
K
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meat,' the honey and sweetness, the marrow and fatness of the
Word.
Now, as to the negative, in the solemn and most critical times
in which we live, it behoves us, in passing, to consider the pretensions of men who arrogate to themselves a claim to the sacred
office of the ministry, who represent themselves to be messengers
from the King of kings; yea, who go even beyond this, and
blasphemously assert that they are deputed, in Christ's name and
in Christ's stead, to forgit'e sins.
We cannot contemplate this feature of the times in which we
live in too serious or anxious a light. By the assumption of a very
large proportion of the cle:r:gy of the Church of England, at the
present moment the very foundations, of her standing as a national
establishment are being undermined; and surely God (jealous of His
glory) will avenge Himself of a pride and a presumption which
(under a fancied or a feigned zeal for His honour and His cause)
usurp His place and authority.
One of these clergymen-long notorious for the very extreme
lengths to which he has gone as a Ritualist, and as a prominent
member of the various societip,s espousing Ro~anism under Protestant name and pay--:-has thu~ recently publicly expressed himself.
, Having been directed by his diocesan to discontinue certain most
thoroughly Popish practices, he thus speaks in a recent sermon,
his text being,' "And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient
for thee; for my strength is made perfect in we~kness":This is the first Sunday since this cll!Uj'ch was opened fOj' public wonhip in
which the holy sacrtfice has not been offeTed tvithin these walls. It has been
the goodness of God that for nearly nineteen years there has never been ,a
sinRle Sunday when the Holy Eucharist could not be offered; and now for
the first time that service has ceased; and you know why it has ceased. You
know that it is not our doing; you know that it has been forced upon us;
and I am not able to say what may be in store for us. in future. It may
be that I shall speak to you no more from this place; it may be, on the
other hand, that I may for a time, greater or less, be permitted at least to
.do that; but I am afraid for a long time we cannot hope. to gather together
8S we have so often gathered around that holy table of God to join in that
greatest and highest act of worship to God and communion and fellowship
',with Him and one another. Be that as it may, I ask you, as you value your
souls, to be true to the things you have learned, to the princi.ples you have
been taught; not to be cast down, not to think that the Lord's arm is
shortened, or that He is not entirely independent of the men which He may
be pleased to use. My own conviction is, that this was necessary for us.'
My own conviction is, that G0d has sent us this trouble entirely because
we deserved it. I have often from this place spoken of the extreme danger
of privileges in the midst of us to whicIl so many are indifferent. It has
often been a sorrow to me to think, while so many have valued, so many
have passed by withot!t w/lderstanding the presence of our blessed Lord he?'e in
our midst; and I believe I have said to you more than once, that you never
would understand the value of these things until they were taken away from
you.
My dear friends, I do not wish to say that for a moment in the way of
blame; I want to say it by way of encouragement. These things are to
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deepen our faith-to make us more real arid true-to show us our shortcomings. I must say to you one word of deep gratitude for the prayers
you have sent up, and for the kind affection and sympathy you have shown
me in these days of keen and bitter trial. I know that affection and sympathy
·far more than I deserve will still be mine. I value it and I treasure it,
because I know what it means. It means we have entered together into a
,deeper realization of tlwse things which should be for our improvement and
for our eternal salvation. I have striven to declare unto YOt~ without flinching
,"the whole counsel of God," and to 'preach to you the M'uth as it is in 0'1.11'
Lord Jesus Ohrist.
"
And now, my friends, I ask that you will let this trial, whatever form it
might ultimately take, have this effect upon you, that it will make you feel
your own wealmess, in order that God's strength may be made more manifest
in you. When we are emptied of self, God comes in and takes possession of
the soul. Why was this trial sent to St. Paul1 It was sent to keep ,him
humble; and so let our trials have this effect upon us; let them make UB.
hu~ble, and let them make us contrite. If they make us humble and make,
us contrite, then we have the abiding presence of our blessed Lord God with.
us: "For thus saith the high and holy One that inhabiteth eternity, I
dwell with him that is of a lowly and contrite heart." ,

Now, we can scarcely conceive of anything more awful than
the. assumption of such solemn verities as those given in italic
characters in the foregoing extract. In what could there be a
grosser perversion of Holy Scripture than in the foregoing? It
is precisely the course adopted by the late Pope, in the appropriating
to himself portions of ,the Word of God, laying claim to them_
as his staff and his stay, whilst, at the same time, blasphemously
assuming a position, and presumptuously arrogating to himself a
power and a prerogative which belong to J eho.vah alone. Whether
or not he was wilfully deceived here, he.is fatally 1;lndeceived now.
His eyes have ere this been opened to disoover all, the fearful
, consequenoes in eternity of what he so awfully assumed in time!
How dreadful is the idea of "the holy saorifice being' offered:.
within those walls," Sunday after Sunday, for nearly nineteen
years, when the great Sacrifice which these repeated so-oalled_
saorifioes were intended to mimic or to supplement, was onoe
offered, and that for Elver! In Hebrews x. 12, 14, we read, "But,
this Man, after He had offered one saorifice for sins for ever, sat,
down on the ri~ht hand of God;" "For by one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified." How awful the
presumption, therefore, and how intense the blasphemy, of any poor
sinful mortal to assume the power of repeating or supplementing
the finished-the eternally-completed-sacrificial and mediatorial
wor~ of the great. High Priest!
Oh, it makes our very soul shudder at the thought; and all this
done under the garb of Ilanotity, and love and zeal for the divine
honour! What a fearful, reokoning awaits suoh daring presumers,
unless divine mercy strips off the tinsel covering in which their
hearts and minds are now enshrouded, and gives them to see their
true charaoter and perilous position!
Were the foregoing an exceptional case, we should not have
K
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made even the most passing allusion to it j . but, inasmuch as it
is only one of the numberless instances which mark the age in
which we live, we have touched upon it as one of the negative
character of which we spoke. What spiritually-enlightened mind
could, for one moment, suppose that such men were ever called
or commissioned of the Holy Ghost to go forth to labour in
His vineyard? The grand object of ·the Holy Ghost is to exalt
Christ, to glorify Him! Nor will He countenance or tolerate
a feigned sanotity, or an assumed humility, which merely trades
upon the name, the office, and the work of Christ, very' much
in accordance with the state of things mentioned by the" prophet;
where he says: "And in that day seven women shall take hold
')
of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our
own apparel j only let us be called by thy name, to take away
our reproach" (Isa. iv. 1).
. '
4.-s a further characteristic of the day in which we live, and
of the misnamed" charity" which is so rife, at a recent Sohool
Board meeting an objection was made to the word" Romanist," it
being reproachful. The objector-the minister of a fashionable Dissenting congregation-was asked what, then, he would call the
Roman Oatholics? His reply was, "Roman Oatholic OhristiaI!s ! "
Hence it might naturally be asked, what insight had such a minister
into~Paul's epistles, or what could he p'ossibly think of the seventeenth and eighteenth chapters of the Revelation?
Now; considering the musical services, and the oratoric1t1 pulpit
display, among fashionable congregations, and all under a fancied
t
deep devotional spirit, there is great danger especially of the young
and unwary being entrapped.
One important fact must not be overlooked. ' It is the rt8tng
generation which are so specially the objects sought after by
Ritualistic pretenders. This they have frankly avowed. As a rule,
they know they can make but little way with'the middle-aged
and the elderly, except by plausibility, flattery, and pandering to
their'intellectual or musical taste. But the" young and. inexperienced 'become an' easy prey j and, inasmuch as their fleshly
gratification is sought under the garb of sanctity and doing their
duty to God and their fellow-creatures, they are the more easily
entrapped by a system of will-worship which pleases the flesh
rather than mortifies it.
~I Under that" strong delusion ~hich believes a lie" (2 Thess. ii. 11),
many, alas! are fatally captivated and awfully ensnared. Like Saul
of Tars~s, in the days of his unregeneracy,' they verily think
they are doing God service,' whilst, at the same time, they are
pursuing a 'course of natural 'pride and gratification.
Now. in order to warn and preserve His called' and commissioned ones from' any of these' deceptive influences to which we
have alluded, the Lord leads them in a totally different path. It
is to this, as He may enable us, we are anxious to hasten. We
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have dw~lt quite long enough for our own taste and inclination
upon the negative. Now, we will endeavour to come to the positive; ,
or, in other words, we will seek to bring' forward the signs, tokens,
proofs, and, evidences ofa divine call and commission for the work
.
of the ministry.
First,' they are not the ch:uacters wnom their fellow-men would
think of or ohoose. Mark the text: "Separate Me Barnabas and
Saul for the work whereunto I have oalled them." The choosing
and the calling and the commissioning is of the LoRD HIMSELF!
How strikingly 'Yas this shown in regard to the 00.11 and the anointing of David. "Look not on his oountenaJ?oe, or on the height
of his stature," were the direotions given to Samuel; but the
prophet had thought very differently, until the Lord oonvinoed him
of his error.
.
,
Moreover, in his own estimation, the called of God to His own
work in His vineyard thinks himself abont the most unlikely and
the most unfit man in the world for suoh a servioe. N nmberless
are his arguments why he should not be seJit upon the Lord's
errands. Shyness, slowness of speeoh, want of application, fear
of man, bad memory, dread of baoksliding or apostacy, doubts about
ways and means, a felt unfitness in all respects.
.
Now, with regard to the slowness of speech, who felt this more
than Moses? Was it not one of his ohief arguments in connection with "Who am I, that I should go unto .Pharaoh, and that
I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?" "I
am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since Thou hast spoken
unto Thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow
tongue." Hence, reader, we find that, though "Moses was learned
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians," as the martyr Stephen
testified, he himself complained of being "slow of speech, and of a
slow tongue." And why? Because, so to speak, the gift of speeoh
was to be a oovenant blessing bestowed upon him in connection
with the great work to which he was called. Once commissioned,
and once sent forth upon that divine embassy to which he was
called, do we eVe1' afterwards hear him complain of sloumess of speech
or being Qf a slow tongue? And we believe the like argument
holds good in regard to the majority, if not to all, of the Lord's
servants.
They may naturally, like Moses, be "slow of speech, and of a
slow tongue," and this may be among their many arguments why
they should not listen to any proposal or suggestion about the
I.Jord's work, or the preaching of the" everlasting Gospel;" but the
Lord can soon prove to them, as He did to Moses, "Who hath made
man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or
the blind?"
With regard to speech, some of the slowest ,:n nat!we have been
the most fluent in grace! We have personally known one case
in particular where in private there was a positive impediment in
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the speech, but,! in public, or in the Lord's sen~ice, there was ]l0
such infirmity or, defect. We allude to the case of our own former
loved diocesan, the late Bishop of Cashel.
W f' have spoken of shyness or fear or timidity as among the
objections to going forth On the Lord's errands; and yet it has
been seen that not' oRly has the fear of man or the natural diffidence been removed, but such have been among the boldest, most
outspoken, and least flinching of men. "Out of 'Yeakness made
strong," these very hesitating, diffident, and timid and trembling
ones havIJ been made so "strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might," that they have druuk deeply into the spirit of
the Apostle, when he said," But none of these things move me,
neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish
lny course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the
Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God" (Acts xx, 24) ;
'and again, when he exclaimed: "What mean ye to weep, and to
break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also
to die at .rerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus" (Acts xxi. 13).
A deep sense of 'unworthiness, as well as unfitness, for such a
sacrea work possesses the called and commissiolwd one. " Who
is sufficient for these things?" is an uppermost thought. " How
,can I -one so vile, so sinful, so carnal, so earthbound-engage'
in a work that calls for such self-denial, such spirituality, such
heavenly-mindedness? How can such a poor grovelling w~rm
of the earth as I soar to such glorious heights, or revel in such
divine and blessed mysteries, as becQme the minister of Christ?"
A sense of contractedness of. mind, cramp~d conceptions, and
. little enlargement of thought or ideas, will seem to negative any
suggestion as to a call to the ministry of the Word. '
, A treacherous and most forgetful memory will serve as another
reason why no such consideration should, for a moment, be
entertained.
.
All these and many more serve as so many answers to any
inward proposal to' seek or consent to, be engaged in the work of
the ministry.
In spite of all these arguments, however, there are counterworkings, such as taeseA holy jealousy for God and His' truth. A resoluteness, a
boldness, anlllutter indifference to personal interests, if so be' the
hORour of J ehovah, His veracity, His Word, His truth, are assailed.
A determination to defend Him and taem, to the best of a conscious
feebleness and iaability, at whatever risk, or, however disastrous
the consequences, as far as personal interests are· concerned.
Much doubt, it may be, as to personal stariding and security,
in covenant love and superabounding grace and mercy; yet, at
the, flame time" intense interest i:m. similar cases, as' far as others
are concerned. Words of cheer, B~ble promises, ]})@ta:ble J!l,TOofs
andeiamples, brought from the Word, tOr argu-e .with, 'animate,
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and enconrage. "Oomfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith yonr
God," an nppermost thongbt and a foremost desire, notwithstanding personal doubt, darkness, and depression.
Mental addresses to such; loving appeals) arguments, tender
entreaties, kindly remonstrances, Scriptural assurances as to the
veracity, compassion, and faithfulness of J ehovah.
Worldly disappointments, defeated plans, frustrated purposes,
are other signs 'arid tokens that neither the world nor its pursuits
or projects are the home or the object of the Lord's destined
servants. Hence defeat or loss or cross are commonly harbingers
of a better and a more glorious service.
Bodily or mental afHiction, marked deliverances or hairbreadth
escapes, not unfrequently precede the intimation, "Go, work in
my vineyard." During these deep exercises, or agonizing afflictions, or imperilled positions, it may be a solemn compact has
been entered into, that, if the Lord wonld hear and heed, then
the ,xescued or delivered one should be at His service, whatever
or wherever that service might be.
'
Sou.l-angu~sh, a sin-burdened conscience, the assaults of Satan,
have been overruled to produce a willingness to seek to serve the
Lord in whatsoever way He may show to be His will, provided
pardon, succour, or deliverance were vouchsafed. Hence such
tried or tempted ones have said, in hope or prospect of delivery" Then will I tell to I sinners round
What a dear Saviour I have found;
I'll point to His redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the way to God! ",

Indifference about personal interest or creature advantage IS
another hopeful sign or token of a spiritual calL So far from
wishing to enter the priest's office for a morsel of bread, or for
name or fame~ respectability or prominence, there is the greatest
possible repugnance at the veriest thought of the kind. Any
such motive is regarded. as utterly beneath and unworthy of so
sacred a calling. Hence the least idea of being constrained in any
wise by such motives leads to deep searchings of heart and fervent
:;tppeals to the mercy-seat that no such inducements might,
in the smallest measure or ,degree, be allowed to' influence or
operate.
,
A dread of being allowed to enter the ministry as a matter,
of' course, becau,se it was eligible, or the father or the friend had
influence, is another wholesome sign or token that f). something
superhuman was what prompted or, induced.
The fervent heart-cry, "If Thy presence go not with me,. carry
me not up hence," is another blessed indication 0,£ the Lord's
leading and guidance.
"
The love of retirement and private prayer and meditation is
another token for good. "Temptation, meditation, and prayer,'"

I
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said Luther, "make a minister." Sure we are that without these
the man would be a useless messenger.
Peculiar temptations, special trials, deep exercises, remarkable
deliverances, a distaste for the world, and indifference about secular
things or worldly advancement, we have already intimated, are
striking indications that the Lord has a work for such troubled
ones ere long to be engaged in.
A willingness to be contented with the barest provision, merely to
meet the actual claims of the poor perishing body, if only privileged
to be a labourer in the Lord's vineyard, considered as far preferable
to every human advantage and luxury, is a blessed indication that
the Lord has been preparing the heart for His service.
These, dear reader, are among the signs and tokens that the
minds of those thus instructed and led are anointed for the ministry
of the Word.
It behoves such to wait and watch the Lord's hand, His guidance
and providential dealings. "He that believeth shall not make
haste." The time between the Elijahs casting their mantles upon
the Elishas, and the latter following them, may be of a longer or
a shorter duration, as "seemeth good in His sight." But of this
we may be certain, whether the time be long or short, the Lord
will never forget or overlook.
Then, we may glance at the work itself. Oh, how great and·
how glorious it is! What can compare with it? To be made
prime minister, or to be seated upon a throne, is not for one
moment to be compared with the high dignity, ,the distinguishing
privilege, the unspeakable blessedness of being engagBd by the
King of kings as His messenger-His love-bearer-to poor sinners.
Thrones and principalities must fall; kingdoms shall come to
nought; "the fashion of this world passeth away;" but oh, the
great, the glorious verities of eternity are firm and durable as the
everlasting hills; and all who have to do' with God's work here
shall :find that"After death their joys shall be.
Lasting as eternity."

Oh, the blessedness of the work-the supernatural satisfaction
of the work-the at least occasional comfort and enjoyment in
the work! Ah, dear reader, it must be tested to be known. Oh,
the precious, precious issues attendant upon the summons and the
counsel, "Son, go work to-day in my vineyard"! Did. ever a
really-called one regret going? No! a thousand times no! Did
such an one ever tire? He may tire in it, but never-no, never
-oJ it. And, for most part, such is the interest in the work,
because it is the Lord's work, that the labourer is willing that
his rest-his free-grace reward-should be deferred, in order that he
may labour the longer in the service of so .great and so good a
Master.
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Here, dear reader, for the present we mus~ stop. May the
Lord bless these few thoughts to the edification and comfort of
any of His anxious ones in regard to the ministry of the Word.
8t. Luke'8, Bedmin8ter, Feb. 3, 1878.
THE EDITOR.

...·t"

TO A SERVANT OF GOD.
"Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty: they shall behold the land
that is very far off."-IsAIAH xxxiii, 17.
Tbe robe of dazzling white
THINE eyes the King of Love
Sllall in His beauty see;
In glory tbou wilt wear;'
BehQld the glorious land
, Thy God' shall wipe away
Thy last hot anguish-tear.
That seems" far off" to thee.
The golden streets of heaven
Thy sickness soon will end,
One day tby feet will tread;
Thy weariness be o'er;
With Jesus thou shalt rest
The fadeless crown of life
On heaven's peaceflll shore.
,~Shall shine upon thy head,
Till then, ob,·,ever may
Before tbe throne of God
He keep thee near His side!
Thy hand the palm shall wave;
Beneath His wing of love
Thy voice the anthem swell
Oh, may thy soul abide!
Of victory o'er the grave.
And, when He calls thee home,
From fountains thou shalt drink
Li~ht may the river be ;
Of living waters clear;
A joyous passage thineOf fruits ambrosial taste,
A blest eternity!
ISA.
That soft perfume the air.

ROME AND CRIMINAL STATISTICS.
IN a report presented 'by "Father Nugent," the Roman Catholic
prison minister, at the annual gaol sessions of the borough of Liverpool,
he very properly traces a vast amount of the crime committed in the
borough to the drinking habits of the population, But his report is
especially important as showing the proportion of criminals furnished
respectively by the Protestant and Roman Catholic sections of the
community. The whole population of Liverpool is now estimated at
550,000, and of these about 120,000, or a little more than one-fifth,
are Roman Catholics. Instead, however, of these supplying one-fifth
of the criminals, it appears that of the 12,285 prisoners committed to
the gaol in the year, no less than 8,453 were Roman Catholics,
comprising 3,882 males and 4,571 females; and the" Protestants and
others" were 2,079' males and 1,753 females; so that, whereas the
Romanists are only one-fifth of the population, they furnish two-thirds
of the criminal offenders-more than twice as many as those of all
the other religious denominations and of those of no religion whatever
-and the Roman Catholic female criminals alone exceed in number
the male and felJlale offenders from the rest of the population.
Such (says a writer in a local paper) is a specimen of the moral
results of Roman Catholic teaching, and of the purifying influence
of the confessional.
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HIDDEN STORES.
"And Enoch walked with God."-GENESIS v. 22.

,', I REJOICE at Thy VVord, as one that findeth great spoil," said
David; and a Greater than David said, "The kingdom of heaven is
like unto treasure hid in a field," telling how he who finds it has'
great joy. There are hidden stores in the Word of God that must
be searched for-treasures in the depths of Jehovah's love and purpose
that must be dug for. We feel this is so with the brief history of
Enoch, given us in four verses-so short that, without infringement
upon space, we may transcribe them as follows: "And Enoch 'lived
sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: and Enoch walked with
God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons
and daughters :alld all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty
and five years: and Enoch walked with God: and he was not, for
God took him."
•
At first sight it may a:npear that, apart from the expression, "walked
with God," this is but a meagre reference to such a man of God;
~md yet we believe there are hidden things here well worthy of our
obtaining. We pray God that we may get some of the hidden stores
treasured up in these brief words. Oh, Thou divine Giver and Guide
into all truth, hand to us the bread of life and wine of the Gospel,
with a basket .of summer fruit, that we may be l'efreshed and encouraged onwards in this tedious and oft-tiresome journey of life; and
then simply pour out that which Thou art pleased to in-pour, to the
soul's good of some of Thy chosen ones, Thyself taking all the glory.
\Ye observe........
I. Is it not nma1'1cable that the kisto1'Y of one tvho "walkecl with God"
should be contained in so few veTSes? Surely the flowings forth of the
soul of one under such sunlight, and with such a privilege, would~ be
'beneficial to the Church of God. Why, then, has' not the Holy Spirit
revealed more of this man of God's history ~ No doubt the gracious
Spirit of God had a wise intent in thus withholding such experience';
n.nd methinks it may be, at all events, for two reasons: first, becausel
the7'e is a st~tficiency in this expression alone-" And Enoch walked with
God." A volume of thought flows into the soul in pondering over the very
expression itself; and now the fact of the fulness of every expression
in the Bible stamps it as being the Word of God, and not the word
of man ! We do well to weigh its words, and, if we see nothing in
them, it is because we need spiritual discernment. There are, unfathomable depths around us as we survey the pages of Scripture truth.
And then another reason why more is not given us of the. history
of this dear man of God may M that, if given in detail, would ·it not
act rather as a discouragement to those who do not attain to sudi CL high
standing a:s an habittlal "walk with God" ~ It is a wonderful and

singular nearness-'God and the sinner in close contact. And yet, on.
the oiher hand, hallowed as this privilege is, we must not get ,the
ide;t that it is anything like aerial experience or special manifestat~ons
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far above ordinary Christians. No, "walking with God" is the Lord
?ommll'ning with us from off the mercy-seat, while we are in the
midst of the stem realities of life, whioh brings us to notice-

n.

,..... (

It

That" walking with God" does not necessitate seclusion from the w(Jrld.

Enoch begat sons and daughters, and yet held fellowship with the
Most High: And "walking with God" is not incompatible with the
diligent attendance to duties incumbent upon us in connection with
our appointed lot. Many wish to thrust themselves out of their
appointed lot, but this is often of self, and not of God. If the Lord
pleases, He can make as m~ch u,se of His instrument out of the
pulpit as in it, and bless as much while such are in the world as
others 'who are called to the sacred office of the' ministry. But, be
this as it may, seclusion from the world is not a necessity to gain
communion with God. Ah!. and there may be, and is, such a thing as
the child of God being, with regard to circumstances and surroundings,
in the direst distress and trial, and yet a secret walking with-or,
at all events, clinging to-the Lord realized during the pangs of
such trial. We do not say this is always the case. Far from it, for
often in dark moments there is neither communion with God nor the
comfort of His Vlord realized;' yet for all this, there are times when
the .affiiction. is lightened and even lost sight of, when the soul is
drawn with the c;ords of love to a precious Christ. And it is while in
the world, battling with earthly difficulties, toiling for the brf,)ad that
p!3risheth, that the Lord draws nigh to His chosen-reminds them that
He sanctified honest labour by Himself becoming the carpenter's
Son. And then, when down here in this tiresome world, He mixed
with the multitude, spake to the people by the wayside, visited the
haunts of men, and br.ought out the fact in daily life that He could
look up constantly to His heavenly Father, and still look around Him
upon fallen humanity, and suit the help to the need. "He went
about doing good.", And we too, dear reader, while iJi this busy
world, can yet look up to our God-talk to Him as one talketh to a
friend-live near to Him amidst circumstances of a contrary and conflicting characte1'. It needs us not to shut ourselves away, or tread
with solemn step the cloistered seclusion, that we may "walk with
God." He meets with us in our low estatel and bids us in sFirit
mount up to Him.
Now, if these things be so, what a blow is here to that error of
Rome, that shuts up her devotees in nunneries and monasteries, that
they may live nearer to God! Why, they carry with them a heart
of sin into those places, and we were going almost to say, l1ave more
time for sinning in heart than those whose hours are engaged in "the
diligence of business." At all events, stone walls cannot shut out sin.
Indeed, if stone walls could speak, they could testify of the blackest
l3ins committed within them, where chastity is; the boasted pretence.
Nor have we the least sympathy with the so-called "retreats" of the'
day; and, while referring to them, we might mentioll the following.
fact :-The wife of an archdeacon, living not a hundred miles from the
spot whereon we are writing, is a thorOllgh-going Ritualist. We are
told that she considers the chancel of the church such a holy place,
that she goes down on her knees and washes it. out herself. We
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cannot vouch for this,.. but we can for the following. This lady
Ritualist has a "retreat," in which are seen hovering about notable
'Ritualists. Visiting a lady. the other day, the mother of a large young
family, who was complaining of depression of spirits, the lady Ritualist
said, "Oh, my dear, you should come into our retreat." "No! "
replied the lioble Englishwoman and mother, "oh, dear, no! When I
get low, I always go into my nU1'sery and have a romp with my children."
We thought that was the best answer to these" retreat" ladies we have
heard for many a day. And it is to our point, that the mother in
the nursery, the husband amidst his ledgers, the minister during his
parish rounds, the Christian whatever his appointed lot may be, may,
in the midst of the care attendant thereon, find his "retreat" in a
precious Christ, and work on all the while as in "the secret place of the
Most High." "Enoch walked with God," yet all the while had tile
I care of a large family, and stood in his lot the living to praise a
covenant-keeping aud guiding God. This is what we call "the religion
of every-day life," and we want no higher or better this side the grave.
And now there are several things in this brief narrative which we
can only throw out as matters suggestive of reflection on the part of
our readers. For instance, the yea1'S of Enoch c01Tespond with the days
of our year. We do not say there is anything meant by this; still, it
is singular, and we are very much inclined to think, as the Bible is
the Word of God, that every thing and every expression is important,
although we may not be able to fathom the intent or learn the will
of our God concerning it.
Then, again, how striking is the contrast between the two Enochs. Enoch,
the son of Cain, builded a city. Enoch, the son of J ared, "walked
with God," and looked for another city, even a heavenly one, "whose
Builder and Founder is God." "Who hath made us to differ ~" One
man will be set upon earthly things, -another upon heavenly. They
shall sit side by side in church or chapel-one man's heart- is as dead
and lifeless as the pews themselves; the other shall be all alive to the
things of God, looking out for the Word of life, and receiving it with
joy when it is preached fully and faithfully. Why this difference 1 One
word explains it-" grace."
Then, again, notice that Enoch did not always" walk with God." We may
gather this from the expression, "And Enoch walked with God after he
begat Met1mselah." It is reasonable, then, from this to suppose that the
former part of his life was not one of nearness to the Lord. It is well
for us alwayi'l to have in mind" the rock from which we were hewn, and
the pit from which :we were digged." We were some time "wrathful
childreh " a's others, and cared for· ~lOne of these things. Who brought
us to a better mind 1 Who caused "old things to pass away, and. all
things to become new" 1 Who melted us in contrition of heart at the
feet of Jesus 1 Who brought us to this wondrous privilege of holding
fellowship with God 1 We must leave others who think they had a part
in this matter to themselves. We can only attribute it to " all of grace;"
and, therefore, must give Jesus" all the glory."
But, further, note the expression, " God took him; " . meaning, no doubt,
he was no long'lr on earth, for God took him to Himself. We have here
a blow at man's theory ,of annihilation after dectth. Indeed, the theory is so

;(

The Gospel Magazine.

125

absurd, and contrary to the Scriptures, that we :care not to halt over it.
Our only regret is, ,that men professing to hold the .doctrines of grace
should be carried away by such a delusion; but, in these days, we must
be prepared for men being" carried away by every wind of doctrine,"
and believing the lies which" the father of lies" puts forth with all his
sophistry and. subtlety.
'
But note again the expression, "God took him." Ah! and He will
take us, too, at the appointed time. True, the body will have to be
carried to the grave, and crumble to dust; but the soul we believe at
once ascends into the presence of Jesus, where it must be happiness, and
there waits the fulness of time for the fulness of joy when, body and soul
re-united, the happiness will be complete.
.
And then, observe how TemaT7cable were the eaTly prophecies of the
't

.,
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SC1'iptures, foretelling, as ,they did, points which an fundamentals in the true
religion of OhTist.· For instance, we have J ehovah prophesying Himself of

the atonement of Christ: "I ,will put enmity between thee and the
womal,l, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel." And we have before the flood Enoch prophesying 01: the second coming of Christ, as the Apostle J ude declares,
" And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying,
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands .of His saints, to execute
judgment upon all, and·to convince all that are ungodly of their ungodly
deeds," And many think that this time is near-" And the sixth angel
.poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof
was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared"
(Rev. xvi. 12).
. Reader, is it not plain enough that that sixth vial is being poured out
now ~ Surely, then, the end is fast approaching. My own mind is greatly
solemnized by this1 consideration. Oh, to be prepared to meet Him whom
every eye shall shortly see! If the sixth vial is being poured out, there
is but one more to pour out, after which comes the marriage of the Lamb.
I would have Christians lay this solemn matter to heart, and watch! That
Enoch should prophesy concerning the second coming of Christ-he who
was only. the seventh from Adam-how it shows us that the l Lord's
. purposes are a grand whole! He is the ';Alpha and Omega," and not a
jot or tittle of what He has declared shall fail.
We have, then, beloved, in this apparently meagre history of a dear
saint of God, tried to get at some of "the hidden stores" contained
therein, although we feel with this portion, as with every other, find what
we will or say what we will, "the half has not been told us." We have,
however, mentioned reasons why possibly the Holy Spirit may have left
upon record so brief a history of this dear man of God, pointing chiefly
to the sufficiency of that one expression, "Ana Enoch walked u'ith God,"
as well as that, if details were more fully given, it might act as a discouragement to those who cannot take so high a standing. ,We have
also seen that such a privilege does not necessitate our secluding ourselves
from the world, but that it is to be realized amidst the stern realities cif
life; that there are many other points of interest which we could only
refer to in passing on, namely, that the years of Enor.h correspond with
the days of our year; that there is a striking contrast between the two
Enochs mentioned in the book of Genesis; that· Enoc~ did not always
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walk with God j that God took him to Himself, proving the error of the
idea of annihilation after death j and that it is remarkable that the
earliest prophesies should foretell matters which form the fundamentals
of our most holy religion.
Well, dear friends, in consideration of this brief narrative, we think
you will agree with -us that there are" hidden 'stores," which do not at
first sight appear, but which, if drawn forth, become points of interest to
the family of God as well as spiritual food to the spiritually hungry. Let
us now turn from the narrative to this wonderful expression, "And Enoch
walked with God," and examine what it is. to " walk with God."
Communion or "walking with God" is surely a constant (tppeal to Him
in times of trial and difficulty, when the cry goes up," Lord God, Thou
knowest. Thou wilt work for me. Thy poor worm puts his trust in
Thee, and would desire to trust, and not to be afraid to trust. Now
display Thy help and power!" Oh, does not sometimes the cry go up,
" Do not forsake me, dear Lord! Whoever else is unfaithful, let me feel
that Thou abidest faithful"? and there is a peace in answer realized that
brushes away the tear, and calms the troubled one. Oh, what should we
do in this worrying, worrying world had we not such liftings up by the
way 7 It is precious, in the midst of much that is heart-sickening, to
stay ourselves upon the mighty arm of J ehovah.
But we have said" walking with God "·is constantly appealing to Him,
but it is more than this j for notice, further" Walking with God" betokens agreement. "Can two walk together
unless they be agreed 1" For instance, if God says concerning His
people, "Ye are a chosen generation," and a man says, "He has no chosen
people at all," there can be no agreemen~ j or, if God says concerning His
people that He loves them from all etermty, and a man says, " No, He only
loves them when they believe," there can be no agreement j and, if God
says that His people (comparing them to sheep) "shall never perish," and
a man says, "They may be lost, and never reach heaven," -there can be
no agreement, therefore, no communion, but a religion of self. But,
where a poor, FJmpty, felt-need, and unworthy sinner ascribes all to the
grace and goodness of God, takes God at His word, believes what He
says, here is agreement, and such will be drawn into blessed 'nearness to
God.
But, again, "walking with God" sets forth mutual love. Such are
drawn by the cords of love. Alll the cords of eternal love are composed
of what we may term "Trinity 'strands" -such a strand, for instance, as
this: "I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving'kindness have I drawn thee "-and a rope twisted and woven by the
Eternal Three will hold any barque on the sea of life, however stormy the
weather and boisterous the waves.
.
But we-have said the love is mutual where two are drawn thus together.
Yes, the Lord loves His own, and His own love Him. True, the love
will not bear cOqJ.parison j yet the poor sinner drawn into communion
with his Lord, with all his infirmities and failures, can yet say in genuine
sincerity, with poor Peter, "Lord, Thou knowest all things: Thou
knowest that I love Thee."
\,
And then, "walking with God" shows true Evangelical or Gospel repentance of heart, for it would be impossible to come into l such close contact
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with the Lord unless there had been godly sorrow on account of sin. The
poor soul has wept out the contents of a broken heart, and in some
measure, at all events, felt a sense of pardoning love and mercy. Such
repentance is the work of the Holy Spirit, as it is written, "I will pour
upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the
spirit of grace 'and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom
they have pierced, and they shall mOLUn for Him, as one mourneth f{)r
his only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his first-born." ~nd, where it is the work of the Spirit, it is
altogether different to a legal repentance, which arises froIl). a mere fear of
punishment. It is nothing .short of "a repentance unto life" (Acts
xi. 18); and the distinction is marked by the principle that moves to
action-with the legal, if is fear,. with the Evangelical or Gospel, it is
love.
Now, dear reader, put thy repentance to the test. Does it lead to love
for the Saviour, who has said, "Thy sins are forgiven thee" 7 If so, 4t
is real and genuine, and the anxiety will be to lay low in the dust of self.
abasement, and, at the same time, glorify a precious Christ.
" Walking with God" betokens converse. "Did not our heart burn
;within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to
us the Scriptures 7" said the wondering disciples j. and well their hearts
might have burned within them, for He who talked with them was the
Lord Christ, their risen Redeemer, and" never man spake like this Man."
Oh, for more .,of His loved visits, "whom having not se~n, we love;
and whom, though now we see Him not; yet believing, we rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory."
And then, "walking with God" is cornmun'ion with the Etemal Three.
The beloved John rejoices in the fact that "our fellowship is with the
Father," as well as "with His Son Jesus Christ;" and the Apostle Paul
tells us that " by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body j " and the
familiar benediction of the same Apostle brings out the same fact, "The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen."
Note, then, dear reader, what this hallowed companionship and
" walking with God" implies. It implies, as we have seen, a constant
appeal to Him in times of difficulty and trial. It betokens agreement"Can two walk together unless they are agreed 1" It shows mutual
love""':drawn together by the cords of love. :Lt proves that there has been
an Evangelical or Gospel repentance of heart on the part of the poor
sinner. It tells of sweet converse held by the way. It is a participation
of union with the Eternal Three. Is it not, then, a blessed and hallowed
privilege 7
But it may be said by some, "It is true you have brought before us
what 'walking with God' is, and have shown us that it is a privilege
which is enjoyed amidst the stern realities of life, and whilst one is toiling
on amidst daily cares, but I do not feel thap I have attained to such a
privilege. Indeed, I seem to be so earth-bound, and so carnally
minded, that 'walking with God' is out of the question with me. Surely
I can have no part or lot in the matter." Now, for the comfort of
such, I would draw attention to the following fact. The Lord Jehovah
is said' to be to His people, "Jehovah-Nissi-the Lord their banner j "
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while it is said concerning Amalek, who fought against God, that "his
hand was against the throne of the Lord", (Exod. xvii. 16-marginal
reading).
\
Now, dear reader, can you not emphatically declare that, whatever
else you cannot say, you 'can say, at all events, that your face is Zionward, ,and your looking and longing is towards the throne of grace 1
Well, there is no middle company. You must be either on the Lord's
side, or on the side of Amalek; and, if on the Lord's side, with your
face towards the throne of grace, I cannot see but what you are as safe
as the Enoch who walked with God, for,

"The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though earth and hell oppose the way."

And, in conclusion, dear reader, if "walking with God" here be so
precious, and a privilege beyond compare, what will it be when we dwell
with Him' for ever, "in whose presence is fulness of joy, and at whose
right hand are pleasures for evermore" ~ We do not know whether
you have noticed it, but at' one time of the year~ the Church of England utters this remarkable expression in one of her collects: "Mercifully grant that we which know Thee now by faith, may after this life
have the fruition of Thy glorious Godhead, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen." Mark the expression, "the fruition of Thy glO1'WUS Godhead." 'What pen can portray it-what pencil delineate the scene-'--when
the King, who has opened the everlasting gates, bids "the righteous nation
that keepeth truth" enter in; when we shall bask in tli'e golden vistas
of heaven, and, wherever we turn, behold the shining glory of a
Saviour's presence; when with the whole company of the redeemed we
shall sing with loud voices, "Blessing, and honour, and glory, and
power, be to Him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for
ever and ever;"
" And hymns of joy proclaim through heaven,
The triumplt of a soul forgiven" ?

Again, in this expression, "the fruition of God," we get at the
idea of full possession. Here anything we enjoy in connection with
spiritual things is only ill part; there it will be in fulness. " Now
we see through a glass darkly; but then' face to face: now I kno w in
part; but then shall I know even as also I am known."
Well, beloved, may the Lord bless these facts to the cheering of
our souls. We are hastening on to glory. This tiresome world, and
all its attendant cares, is in 0r-r experience. waning, and we shall ere
long be at rest. Sweet rest! Oh, how one pants and longs for it !
Eternal rest! Meanwhile, as long as we are down here, may we walk
and talk much with Jesus; may we get foretastes of that joy which
awaits us above; may we hold the things of time with a loose hand;
may we be kept ever in a watching attitude; and, while it becomes
us to attend diligently to the duties connected with our, lots in life,
may we yet realize the enjoyment of livin~ in "the secret place of
the Most High." We close joining Cowper in his fervent desire"Oh, for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame;

Derby.
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A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb! "
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SOMETHING TO DO.
OUR title is an ingrain principle in every child of Adam.' All by nature
want to have "something to do " in the matter of salvation; and, when
the works of the hands and all that is material and visible are
expunged from - our religion, another sort and - kind of the same prin,
ciple crops up and appears in the heart, and the fruits of the Spirit
are turne~ into creature work, and are made to. speak the homely
phrase, "Something to do." This is to an enlightened soul a matter
of experience-it is a secret disclosed to the understanding after, it
may be, years of teaching. It is long before the Lord's; children learn
the meaning of the ancient command, "Ye shall burn no leayen, nor
any honey, in any offering of the Lord." The doctrine conveyed in
this figure the Apostle thus explains: "Now to him that worketh is
the reward not reckoned- of grace, but of debt. But to him that
worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his
faith is counted for righteousness." No works nor merit; no pr~yers
nor tears; no faith, hope, nor love; no acts, no feelings, no obedience,
no affections have any place as "something to do" in the matter of
salvation: "For by grace are ye saved through faith [not for faith];
and that [faith] not .of yourselves: it· is the gift of God: not of
works, lest any man should boast." Luther says :WhO$O can rightly judge between the law and the Gospel, let him thank
God, and know th~t he is a right divine; and the way to discern the one
from the' other is to place the Gospel in heaven and the law on the earth;
to call the righteousness of the Gospel heavenly, and the righteousness of
the law earthly; and to put as great a difference between the righteousness
of the law and of the Gospel as God hath made between heaven and earth,
light and darkness, day and night. Touching the difference between the
law and the Gospel, it is very necessary to be known, for it containeth the sum
of all Christian doctrine ; wherefore, let all who love and fear God diligently
learn to discern the one from the other, not qnly in words, but in deed and·
practice, that is to say, in heart and conscience; for in words the distinction
i~ easy, but in time of temptation thou shalt find the Gospel but as a stranger
and a rare guest in thy conscience; but contrariwise, the law thou shalt
find a familiar and a continual dweller within thee.-Luther's "Commentary
on the Galatf,ans."
,

When the soul is well instructed. in that foundation truth, the doc,
trine of man's total depravity, the intrusion of "something'to do"
becomes obnoxious to the enlightened mind. To fit and qualify the
sinner by his doings for salvation; to. shorten or mitigate his season
of bondage; or, when housed, to provide him a higher place in heaven
for his obedience-all and every branch of such divinity is law and
not Gospel. When. a convinced, sinner is brought to stand before a
Holy God, like Joshua of old, clothed in filthy garments, diseased from
head to foot with the leprosy of sin-to such the Gospel is glad,
tidings that tell of a salvation, finished and complete, which secures for
the sinner all the blessings and benefits of, salvation "without money
and without price ;" that gives him nothing to do, but reveals the glorious
L
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news, ALL IS DONE! This is GOI\P~l, andliWilt bring forth Gospel fruit, to
the praise of the glory of the grace of God. Herein lies the security
of salvation, that it is a finished and complete work, accomplished for
the sinner, who thereby is "saved with an everlasting salvation," from
which uQ-thing can be taken, and to which. nothing can be added.
A favOl,lrita expression in comJIlon use now is the word wnsaved. We
hav:e repeatedly in Scr~pture the word ~'saved,"'but "unEiaved" is not to
be found in the Bible, neither is it the divinity of the Bible. Of all
God's family Ohrr.L5t Jesus declared, "Thine they were, and Thou gayest
them me;" and this portion of the human race are in eternal aud
indissoluble union with Christ, who is the Head of the body, His
Church-" I in them, and Thou in me"-" sanctified" or set apart" in
Christ Jesul1," :\.nd "'chosen in HiJIl before the foundation of the world;
and predestinated unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according t(!) the, good .pleasure of His. will." There never was
a period. when this portion of the human family were wnsaved. They
were. sayed in the counsels of the eternal Three-in-One before all
worlds (1 Peter i. 2, 3), and, enrolled in the Lamb's book of life
(Rev. xx. 15; Luke :x. 20). The Apostle distinguishes between salvation and calling: ",Who hath saved us," as a past act in eternity, "and
called us with an holy calling" in time (2 Tim. i. 9). "The Lord
add;ed to the OllllfCh daily such as should be saved," critics know well
in the original stands," such as a1'e already saved." The whole scope
of Scripture sets forth the fact that salvation is 110 precarious experiment hinging upon the contingency of man's will to alter his condition
fl,'om unsaved to sa.ved, but the plan and purpose of Jehovah, "who
will hp,ve mercy upon whom He will have mercy," and that" according
to' the good pleasure of His will;" nor has. any human being a right to
say unto Him, "What doest Thou 7" All alike deserved damnation.
So.vereign grace has mercy upon some, and those who are saved and
called, can but: wonder, love, and adore a God of all grace, who hath
showed them unmerited mer.cy.
Gt)dls. elect are not only saved before all worlds in divine purpose,
but saved; in their ,time state when they are called by- grace t<'l know.
thems.elvea as sinners, and to know Ohrist Jesus by the remission
of their siUB. (Luke 1. 77). But this is the reeult of their being
S~YOO: in eternit.y,: ," Saved in tlae Lord with an everlasting salvation"
(Isa. xlv. 17). They are predestinated and fore-ordained to life eternal
"to the praise of the glory of His grace." Hence, ~10 child of God,
lloS in union with Ohrist, loved by the Father, and enrolled in the
Lamb~s booll; of life, can '~ith tr~th be termed "unsaved/'
In Old. 'Testament language the word" saved'" denotes deliverance; in
the New Testll;ment. it means the same; such as, "By grace are ye saved
throlJ.gh faith ;': "We befieve that through grace· ;we shall he saved"
(Acts xv. 11); "By me .if any man enter in; 'he shall be saved"
(John x. 9'); "Whosoever. shall caB on the name of the Lord shall be
saved" tActs i1. 2'1). These and similar texts speak as to the result
of salvation, the outcome of God'S eternal purpose.. "I will have
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will, have' compassion on
whom I will have compassion. So· then· it is" not of him that willeth,
nor of him ·thatorunneth, but of God that showetl1 mercy."
.
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The term w?J~v~dis of modern origin, and coined for the purpose
of giving man .'" something to do;" and associated with this expression
we find invariably
offered safvation. . The specious way in which
sinners are ma,nUfactured, into saints by this so-called Gospel is dbvious
to the taught believer, and ~ppears in the preaching and the religious
literature of the day. We quote the following from a two-leaved tract
.
as a sample of p~pular religion :-

an

Of course, the open and wilful sinner, and those who habitually neglect
religion, are unsaved. Here is the case of all: either saved now or lost now.
We want souls to face this solemn truth, and to inquire how it stands with
them. We want them, to come into living connection with Christ by faith.
It is not a vague, distant thing, but a present blessing offered to man as the
result and purchase of Christ's death. As such it ml,lst be accepted or refused.

AccordiI).g to this writer, the result of Christ's death' is nothing ,more
than to rmrchase for man the offer of a salvation that he has neither the
will nor the power to accept, and the lost are required to come into
living connection with Christ by faith. Christ's sheep were lost in the
Adam fall, but their recovery is not left to them, as this writer
intimates, for' their recovery is secure because of their oneness with
Christ: "I am the Good Shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known
of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father;.
and I lay down my life for the sheep. My sheep hear my voice, and
I know them, and they follow me." All the elect are described by
the Apostle Peter as "sheep going astray;" but, whether as sinners lost
or found, they wer~ always sheep-they were never goats. There never
was a period when they ';Vere not the children of God, "and if children,
then .heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ" (Rom. viii. 17).
The Gospel, in its true, simple, Scriptural character, is " good ne'Ys""glad tidings" off a salvation provided for sinners who are saved in
God's purpose from all eternity (Titus i. 1, 2), ~nd, therefore, called
and quickened in time, by the operation of the Holy Ghost, to see and
fee~ their need 9£ that salvation wrougJlt out ~y Christ Jesus and
bestowed upon His people, whereby tltey' are saved from sin and
perdition (1 John iii. ' 1).
,
'
This tract asserts-and it is a fair sample of the divinity of the day
-th8Jt "salvation is a present blessing offered to man as'the result and
purchase of Christ's death, and as such it must be accepted or refused."
There is no such expression in Scripture as an offered salvation, nor
can any text be produced to prove Go9" offers Christ or a~y spiritual
blessing to man. As a doctrine of man's invention, it strikes at the
truth so . solemnly proclaimed in Scripture of the total depravity of
man, which is seen in our Lord's own statement,' "No man can come
unto me except the Fathm:, which hath sent, me, draw him." Hence
an offer will not meet his desperate case, being "dead in trespasses and
sins." It' must be by gift, by the sovereigll power of God, "who
quickeneth, whom He will," and makes a sinner gratefllUy say,
"Behold what manlIer of love the Father hath' bestowed upon us, that
we should be called the· sons of Godt
Every case of true conversion is' an act of royal gracious power put
forth on behalf of the sinner lying in death and darkness-alive to sin,'
L2

32

The Gospel Magazine.

Satan, and the world, but dead to God. In enmity to His truth j in
ignorance of their condition j in the broad road that leadeth to hell;
deaf to all instruction; dead to all feeling, the case is beyond an offer
-it cannot be reached by an offer. But we take higher ground than
assertion, or a conclusion drawn from inference only. There is no warrant in God's Word for offering a sinner salvation, and setting forth
Christ Jesus as offered to mankind for their acceptance. We know it
is customary to make use of the fact that good and gracious men have
fallen into this error; but this is no authority, unless we have a "Thus
saith the Lord." "Let God be true, and every man a liar," we must
be willing to say, when put to the test by the presence of error
wherever found. Peter used dissimulation, Paul fell into the snare of
Jewish legality, and John fell down to worship an angel j but these
errors are not recorded for our example. The Vvord and Spirit were
absent when on these occasions they fell, and so it is with the best of
men in every age. But all this and much more of human weakness
and creature ignorance only drive us to this point, "What saith the
Scripture?" and this not a text wrested from its connection, but the
Scripture in its scope, its analogy, its divine bearing, in harmony with
divine "truth.
It was lately asked of a poor but gracious woman what· answer she
would give to those who quoted the words of Scripture, "Who win
have all men to be saved." "I would tell them to read on j that
explains it," she said. It would be a great means of mental enlightenment if the, divines of our day, hurrying to and fro all over the land
in blind zeal, for the most part spreading Arminianism, would follow
the poor woman's advice and 1'ead on.
~
But the aspect of truth in every age reminds us of the solemn statement made by our Lord in His day: "Strait is the gate, and narrow
is the way, .which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." Every
human device is used now and every effort strained to enlarge the gate
and widen the road, to push the ignorant into a profession, and to
make easy the way to heaven j to work upon man to believe God has
put salvation into his hands, and that he has but to use a power
which he possesses and salvation is his. These are the wares presented
to the public by the commercial travellers in Zion now-a-days, who
have forgotten the ancient exhortation, "Buy the truth, and sell it
not."
The Lord's people have need to mount the watch-tower and follow
the injunction of our Lord, "Take heed what ye hear;" and, in a
humble, prayerful spirit, attend to the admonition of the loving Apostle
J ohw, who says to the Church of God, "Beloved, believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: beyause many false
prophets are gone out into the world." Amid the "Lo, here," and
"Lo, there" of the day, there is "something to do" to distinguish
between truth and error-to find out divine life in contrast to the
appearance of it in the sensational religion that is afloat, or .the round
of Popish forms that ~ttract the natural mind and creep into the a:ffections. But the people of God "shall have a place of refuge,'" a divine
Instructor to "lead them into all truth" necessary for salvation, and a
Spirit-breathed religion that will separate them from error, and keep
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them in union with the Word of truth by the sovereign power of
God; and to all such the Lord says, "Come, my people, enter thou into
thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were
for a little moment, until the indignation' be overpast." "Behold' I
come quickly. Even so, come, Lord Jesus."

FAITH IN EXERCISE.
be, with you, my dear friends, and with yours. Upon hearing
of the late mercy which you have received, I found my heart rejoice
in the Lord and my. faith in Him' strengthened. Surely His compassions fail not. He is all faithfulness and truth. The mercy which
He has promised He will fulfil to a thousand generations, and none
who trusted in His promised mercy ever were or ever will be
confounded. I had no doubtl of this in myself, through His good
hand upon me; but by His dealings with you and yours I am more
confirmed, and learn to trust Him more. May His great kindness to
you have the same effect. May it bring you to see more clearly that
you are in Christ; and, as you learn to trust and to depend more upon
Him, you will thereby get more out of His fulness; and this seems to
me to be the end and purpose for which a believer lives. He is in
Christ, and he is suffered to live a longer time, that every new day
may bring him to a more s~ttled dependence upon Christ. His faith
is to be always growing and getting some fresh establishment in
Christ. So we read of the Thessalonians, in the first Epistle. Their
faith was so famous that it was spoken of throughout the world;
and yet afterwards, in 'the second Epistle, it is said, "their faith had
grown exceedingly." It was not only kept alive, or at a stand, but
also increased, being renewed day by day by the Word and Spirit of
God, under whose teaching the believer attains more large views of
the covenant of grace, of .the unchangeable faithfulness of the Eternal
Three in their covenant offices, and of his safety in relying upon
their making good to him every covenant mercy; thus seeing "all
things well ordered and sure" in -the covenant for his salvation through
the finished work of Jesus, and for his holy and happy walk through
the almighty grace of Jesus-whatever could bring him to God, and keep
him near to God, all provided and all made over to him by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should lie." On this
foundation resting his soul, his conscience is at peace, and he grows
more sensible of his being in the favour and love of Father, Son, and
:Holy Ghost, in their covenant offices, and gets more comfortable
evidence of their acting in each for his good; and, as his faith thus
grows, whatever opposes him in his walk becomes more easy to
overcome, because he sees all fulness of grace and power treasured
up in his dearest Saviour, and he knows it is there for his use, and
there he goes for everything he wants; and, by daily sweet' experience,
finding the faithfulness of Jesus, he grows bolder, and has more
freedom to go to Him. He learns not to be discouraged by what he
feels in himself, be it what it will, but he carries it to the Lord;
and, when he makes use of Christ's promised strength, and relies-
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wholly ·on it to subdue· c~truptioIiS, to conquer 'enemies, to overcome
difficulties, to deny self, and to bear the cross, then all things go well.
So long
lte ttusts to the Lord, the Lord makes him to prosper.
The devil cannot corne"to such a person ·but by attacking 'his faith,
and he cannot conquer him till faith gives waJ; and his faith
will not shrink, because God keeps it, and with Him he trusts faith
and all, looking up to the Lord to keep him by the power of His
might. Oh, happy man this, to whom the Lord saith, "I will
preserve thee from all evil;" and hesaith, " Lord, I believe Thy
word, and on Thy power alone do I depend to preserve me;" to
whom the Lord saitb again, "I will bless thee, and thoU' shalt lack
no inanner of thing that is good." True, Lord; so I find it. What
good thing lack I yet, now Thou art mine, and I am Thine ~ Thou
bast taken all my evil upon. Thyself, and Thou hast given me all
Thy good. In having Thee I have all things; only I want more
faith. Oh, that I may glorify Thee more, by putting mo,re trust and
confidence in Thee! Still, Lord, increase; still, day by day, let it be
growing-a growing faith, increasing, exceedingly, until I receive the
end of my faith, even the salvation of my soul.
I am writing on, thinking these things which are the joy of my
heart may, in these retired hours, rejoice yours also. May the Lord
convey them to you with that life and power which I feel now lam
writing. I am a poor creature-I think the poorest of all-yet Jesus
is .mine. In His love, and by His sweet constraining grace, I am, yours,

as

W.R.
THE GODHEAD OF CHRIST.
"THE more Christ charged them to keep silence, the more they spread
it abroad." And, indeed, it must be so, or else the Lord would be
deprived of the honour that is due to His holy name. Though by
the Saviour's charge it plainly appeared that He sought not the
applause of men, yet it is the indispensable duty of every Christian
to applaud the Saviour. With my readers' permission, I will show my
opinion why He charged them to keep His iniracles concealed.
I believe one reason was, because those whom He healed were in
general very ignorant of His deity; yea, and even His disciples themselves,
at that time, had but very gross, low, and shallow thoughts and views
of His. being the omnipotent and self-existent J ehovah. We often
hear them calling Him by the name of His manhood only, as, when
He rebuked the waves of the sea, they said, "What manner of man
is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him ~'" And as two of
th~m ,were going' to Emmaus, and the Saviour· drew near to them,
asking them the reMon of their being s;:td, they said, "Art Thou a
stranger in Jerusalem, and knowest hot these things ~ " When He
said, "What things 1" they replied, " Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a
mighty man in words and in deeds before God and all 'the people,"
&c., Jl!.entioning His manhood only. And Maitha, at her brother's
grave;' nad her gross thoughts lifted up' no higher when she s·aid,
"But even' now, whatsoever Thou \Vilt ask of Go~, God will give it
Thee." The Saviour's answer was; "·1 am thel'f!sUrrection and the
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life; ~0; that believeth in me ,[mark, 'in me'], though he were dead, yet
shall h~ live,jand :he that liveth and 'beI:ieveth in me shall MVElrdie.
Dost thou,. believe this 1''' . It Thou belie-vest that lam prevaleJ1t 'w.ith
God in prayer" and that. God will, give ,me what I ask of Hi'm~. If
thy; faith j Martha, centres. in me as one who isorily prevalentwitli God
in prayer, thou makest me no more than Noah, Daniel, and Job Were.
But dostthou believe that I am the resurrection itself, and that
eternal life which lives in all the justj and which all the just live in 1
D@st thou believe this 1" It is to be observed that, if any came to our
Lord Jesus Christ with their carnal thoughts hovering altogether about
His manhood, they generally, met with a sharp reproof. " Good
Master, what good thing shall I do 1" said one. It Why callest thou
me good 1" said the Saviour; "there is none good but One, that is
God." But if any approached him as the omnipotent Jehovah, the
real Object of faith and worship, they were sure to meet with His
approbation. Thus the tenth leper, who was healed, worshipped Him
as the real Object of faith, and his faith was approved and peace
added to it. "Go thy way," said Christ; "thy faith hath made thee
whole; go in peace." When Thomas cried out, "My Lord and my
God!" "Aye, Thomas," said the Saviour, "aye;" and again, "You
call me Lord .and Master; and ye say well, for so I am."
Thus it appears that our dear Lord often lifted their thoughts up
to His Godhead, when (like the birds upon Abraham's sacrifice)
they were settling upon His flesh and blood only-as the Socinians
in our day do, just like a shoal of eagles, always working upon the
carcass, but cannot see the altar that sanctified the sacrifice. Job's
eagle did not so. She mounted up when God commanded her,
and made her nest on high. She dwelt and abode upon the rock,
even the arm of Omnipotence, that strong place. From thence she
sought the prey; that is, she, fed upon Christ crucified by faith,
And her eyes beheld afar off; that is, in hope she looked at Christ
glorified now in the highest heaven; and there she saw "the King
in His ,beauty, in that land which is very far off" (Isa. xxxiii. 17).
"Her young ones also suck up blood "-they live by faith on the
atonement-" and where the slain are, there is she;" agreeable to the
Saviour's comment lin these words, "Where the caI'cass is, there will
the eagles be gathered together" (Matt, xxiv. 28; Job xxxix. 2'7-:30).
,
W.H.
SUBMISSION, UNDER BEREAVEMENT.
, My GOOD FRIEND,-I never was more obliged to you than for your
Christian sympathy with us in this time of need, It is a great trial;
but it is the Lovd, who has a right to do what He will with His
own. It is ,my Lord,my old Friend, who changeth not in His love.
He has acted for :His Qwn glory, and has done the best. What would
I more 1 Nothing ,but His grace tQ make mll, submii to His 'sovereign
will) and that, :blessings on Him, He does now freely vouchsafe, for
I feel a: wil1,o£ ,my'owllquite 'opposite to His., I could wish He
would have $pare.dmy son. MY' soul delighted in him; he was a sweet
youth. 'X,he; r6Illembrance 'of his ,'person, a~d manner~, 3:~db~haviour;
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his dutifulness-for he never offended me but· once in his ·life---.:.his
conduct since he was in the army-these draw tears from mine 'eyes
while I am writing. I do' feel as a parent. I, am' no stoic; but,
tha~ks Qe to my: good God, His grace conquers nature. , The struggle
is hard, but God is with me, and through Him I conquer by grace.
He forces me to go to Him every moment for His support' and His
comfort. I have no stock of resignation. It is out of myself, laid
up in the fulnesS' of Jesus; and while I live upon Him for it, He
helps me to kiss the rod. He keeps under my rebel will, and teaches
me to say from my heart, "Not my will, Lord, but Thine be done."
Such is the kindness of my Jesus, for which I adore and worship
Him.
My poor wife has exquisite feelings on this occasion., It is her
constant prayer not to be suffered to displease' our Lord by her
murmurings. However willing the spirit may be to kiss the, rod, yet
the flesh is weak. The tender bowels of the mother rise and struggle,
but the power of grace prevails. In the midst of her greatest flood
of tears she would cry out, ',' Lord, keep me! Lord, save me from
thinking or speaking anything contrary to Thy holy will." And He
was very good to her; her faith was supported.
I have many things to write, but have not leisure only t() a,dd
once more that we are from our very hearts sensible of your remembrance of us. May the good Lord sanctify to you all He gives and
1I11, He takes away, and bless you abundantly for your goodness to
Dec. 14, 1782.
WILLUM RO:MAINE.
~

"WE ARE FOOLS FOR OHRIST'S SAKE."
,

(1

CORINTHIANS

iv. 10.)

YES; "fools for Ohrist's sake!" One of the trials which the child of
God is often called to bear is, to be counted a fool. How often does
the outside world misjudge the actions of the children of God! How
often do those whom the believer loves as his own life look coldly upon
and speak harshly to him, because he has done something which, to
their eyes, appears strange and foolish! And how often do even those
who are looking te the same Saviour, and hoping for the same home,
misjudge his motives, and think he has acted unwisely if he has a
little deviated from the cm.toms of the world in his desire to help
some poor child of God! If a word be spoken to a comparative
stranger about heaven and hell; if a letter be written with the
desire, by the blessing of God, to arouse a slumberer to a sense
of the danger to which every sinner unwashed in the blood of
Jesus is exposeq., if it be written to one with whom we have little
to do, and to whom we 'are not expected to write, how' are we
judged 1 The world condemns; our friends are' displeased; our
Ohristian friends misjudge. Perhaps no one on earth approves of our
conduct, and no one will give us a word of consolation. Well is it
for us then if we can feel, "My Witness is in heaven, and my record
is on 'high." Well is it if we can feel that one' Friend at least stands
by our side-that One approves of our humble attempt to serve Him
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and His-that One never can attribute to us motives which were not
the spring of our actions!
Fellow pilgrims, shall we not endeavour, by the grace of God, to
live above caring for these things 1 We must meet with many trials
and bear many crosses as we travel on to the heavenly home. Let us,
rather than repine at our lot, look onward to the time when we shall
lay down for ever our burdens and sorrows-when we shall pass
through the pearly gates into the eternal city-and through the blood
and righteousness of Jesus stand crowned with life and immortality,
. joyous and blest before the throne of God.
ISA.

'"
'....;

WHAT A LITTLE GIRL THOUGHT ABOUT GIVING HER
HEART TO GOD.
A FRIEND writes to us from London :-There is 'a children's mISSIOn
going on at Christ Church this week, conducted by a Mr. Arrowsmith,
"the children's special mission preacher." He is a very pleasant man,
and has a wonderful tact in keeping up the interest of the little ones
as well as .their seniors; and, if only the carnal mind did not exist in
children, it must be a wonderful success. But they do ask such questions.
My little girl, less than eight years old, said to me the other day,'
"Mamma, how can we give our hearts to God 1" I replied, "Papa and
I daily pray that God will take your hearts and jO'ive you new ones."
" Well," she replied, "they say we must come to esus and give Him
our hearts. Now, if you say to me, 'Florrie, give me my work-basket,'
I can take it and give it to you, but I can't give my heart; it would
be only saying so, and I should feel all the time as if I were telling
a story. I should not be a bit different." I said, "Don't you want
to love Jesus, and be one of His little .lambs?" After thinking a little,
she said, "I'm sure I don't know. I try to be good sometimes because
it pleases you, and then I seem happier; but I don't believe I try
to because I love God. If He were to take this heart out of me, and
give me a new one, then, of course, I should feel somehow different."
Poor child, it seemed as if she felt that the new birth really was
wanting.
My friend's children attend sometimes, with several others, to get
a Bible lesson. She writes:." At their last lesson, Mrs. - - told
the children-all who thought they would go to heaven if they were
to die that night-to hold up their hands. I asked what they did,.
and she said, 'Oh, I could not hold up mine, mam~a; and I tried to
make W-- I'ut down his, for I was quite sure we should not go to
heaven; I and when I said, 'But it would be a dreadful thing to go
to hell,' she replied, 'Yes, I know it, mamma, I know it; but telling
a story would not make it, any better, would, it ? I "
Oh, how precious are those words which we repeat Sunday after
Sunday, "I believe in th~, Holy Ghost, thl; Lord and Giver of life."
When ministers and teachers of children are brought to realize the
trutl;J. of that belief, the. teaching of our pulpits and schools will be
very' different to what it is now.
t
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cStrmuns nub' ~lottB uf cStrmD1ts.
'SERMONS 'B¥TEiE LATE REV. DANIEL. F0LEY, .D.D.,
PrOfeu()f'of Irish in Trinity (JoUcflc, IJublin.
SERMON VII. '
, Thy' shoes shall be iron and brass)' and as thy days, so shall thy strength
be. "-DEUT. xxxiii. 25.
THE Jewish people, in their separation to God from the nations of the
earth; in their union as a distinct commonwealth under His government and especial care; in their wanderings through the wilderness,
and their final settlement in a land of His choice; in their warfare
with many enemies previously, and their triumph over all on receiving
the inheritance; in God's leading of Ithem; in His constant supply to
them; in His tender protection and watchful providence for their good;
in their peculiarity of worship; in their law, moral, ceremonial, and
ritual; in their temporal redemption, as the only nation of God's
selection, the people of His peculiar favour and choice; in their
typical- as well as corporate character, not only were intended
to represent the higher privileges and brighter prospects of the
whole Ohurch of the First-born, but also to exhibit God's covenant
dealings and covenant faithfulness to His people of every age. Every
act which the Lord has done through the vast extent of His old and
new 'creation, in nature no less than in grace, is to those who learn
of Him a practical illustration of what He will do again. Every
successive disclosure of the Lord's eternal mind, in His works and in
His Word, has afforded to His people a new felliture of His character
on which to hang their faith and hope. Every new representation of
Himself it is their true wisdom to store up separately, in order to
form the grand picture of Him which shall be fully laid open to
their view when they see Him as He i~. Every successive promise
which He makes them, not only in the unvarying constancy of nature's
laws, but also in the book of eternal truth, no matter how, or where,
or when the promise was enunciated-no matter how peculiar the
circumstance-no matter 'how special and exclusive, the application may
appear to be-every such promise, I say, needs only a suitableness to
the present circumstances of any of His dear people, to afford him a
solid basis for the exercise of his faith and hope-a sure passport to
the safety', the deliverance, the privilege, or the blessing, which, in his
instance as well as the first, it. was intended 'to secure. Take an
mstance of this, when the Lord, -with 'a thrice-repeated exhortation
to Joshua, would hllive him strong and of good courage to enter upon
one Of the' most ardu.ous undertakings in which, perhaps, any of His
servants 'were .ever egaged, whether we consider the positive difficulty
of. expelling seven powerful nations in long possession of \Oahaan, or the
rebellious, linbelievihg, and almost unmanageable character of the
Israeliilies who were ,to be put into possession of their land. Difficult
and perplexing was 'the undertaking, whether we' view the past con«uct
of 'the people uilderhis eonnnand, or .whether 'in' out day we' reason
froni the issue of the arduous struggle through -Which ,he 'did actiIally
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pass. U.o.der these special circumstances, on this special oeoasion, far ,this
speeial purpose, to' this individual person, and in order to gi,ve him
this special strength and 'courage in his difficulty, God promises, Joshua,
" I will not fail thee nor forsake thee;" and yet the Apostle; under
the teaching of God's Spirit, in the thirteenth chapter of Hebrews,
extends the promise as the ground of confidence to all the children of
the Lord, and only because the Lord had spoken it to· one.
Here, then, according to the same rule, is in the text a sweet promise to believers in Jesus, that, if their way be rough and thorny,
their feet shall be shod with the preparation of the blessed Gospel of
peace; in every case their strength proportioned to their emergencies;
that God will wisely support them under their trials and troubles, will
suit their graces and comforts to their services and sufferings; that for
their destined work theyJ' shall have their apportioned strength; for
their appointed burdens their allotted power to bear them; that their
shoes too, as well as Asher's, "shall be iron and brass/' that "as their
days their strength shall .be."
I shall, then, endeavour to point out to you, my brethren, the state
of man in the world without and with the knowledge of the truth in
the text, some of .the means by which _the Lord fulfils this promise,
and some little of the consolation arising from its consideration to the
servants of the Lord.
It must be obvious that, when we make a new use of the great
truth in the text from what the Jews could in their day-new, I mean,
in the amount of light which it conveys; new in the clear perception
of the all-perfect Example by whom its truth was ,illustrated; new in '
the sanction by which it was established, and new in the extent of
its application-we are called upon to point out the subjects for
whom God's providence, effecting the designs of His sovereign grace,
secures the happy privilege that "as their days their strength shall
be." When any afIiiction or difficulty presses upon the spirits of those
who know not God-when the arrows of adversity rankle in their
hearts-they generally look round only for the balm of human sympathy and consolation; and, if disappointed or deceived in this, they
are driven back upon a wounded spirit, and feel a sense of desolation
and despair; for, when clouds of misfortune overcast the path of him
who is not experimentally acquainted with God, in the needful time of
trouble there is no ray, of light from eternity, no radiance in the
text, to enlighten and dissipate his gloom. In the solitary hours of
depression, while all his hopes and happiness a,re bounded by this
present world, and when this world seems to fail him, and his mind,
instead of being directed to his God, is thrown in upon the bitterness
of its own resources; when friend after friend has perhaps departed,
and left him in the world but strange voice& and unsympathising
hearts; when the countenances whose faithful mirror long reflecj;ed all
his anxieties and hopes; his joys and sorrows, are beclouded by the
cold mists of approaching dissolution; when riches, fickle a:s. the world's
friendships, together flee, and pinching poverty .succeeds ; when disease
is sapping or violently assailing .the citadel .of life, and, in the midst
of his dismay, conscience-guilty conscience--;T'i§l,SUmmoning the affrighted
soul ,to come and appl'lar ,before his God; w1).en this world of interests
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presses upon his own 'feeble arm, and he finds it a sore burden, too
heavy for him to bear, yet knows not whither to turn for relief; .
when the bitter murmuring against everybody, against himself, and
too often against God, kindles, as it were, the fire of hell already in
his bosom; when remorse, anguish, and dismay pour in upon his soul,
surely such a one is not a subject of the consolation in the text;
and oh, what a transfer if brought by faith in Jesus, with all His
children, to know and to see that" as his days his strength should be"!
My dear brethren, our most serious difficulty with the professors of
the Gospel is to convince them that its glad tidings concern them
not while they continue unenlightened by the truth of God and
uncheered by its sweet consolation. We have to repeat, with little
effect, constantly, that it is mental and not corporeal action which
stamps a moral domination on man; that it is godliness, and not
bodily exercises; humbleness of mind, and not the prostration of body;
the breathing of the soul after God, and not service of the lips;
penitence, and not penance-in a word, faith, and not works, which constitutes the Ohristian character, the "meetness for the inheritance of
the saints in light."We· have to tell them again and again that the
Ohristianity which entitles them to the mercies of the everlasting
covenant is in its essential nature spiritual, and that it is as practical in
its effects as it is spiritual in its principles; that the Spirit which
renovates man into this new character (for it is not of nature's growth)
pervades his whole renewed constitution, imparts energy to, and regulates even in the smallest matters the movements of, the physical man;
so that, whether he eats or drinks, or whatever he does, he should do
all to the glory of God; that, if they are really the Lord's servants,
they must show it by having their conversation in heaven, maintained
by spiritual meditation and devotional feeling and looking for the Lord
Jesus; and by their conversation in this world also, seen and maintained by simplicity of motive and godly sincerity of conduct-not
with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God-before they have the
least right to expect that "as their days their strength shall be."
But, beloved, we must remember that it is by the healing balm of
Christ's blood and righteousnesll, applied by simple faith to everyonfl
that comes to Jesus; that it is a remedy of sovereign power and
celestial nature, by whose sacred touch degraded and guilty man can
emerge into this new, holy, and happy state; that it is only by the
mighty energy of the Holy Ghost applying the word of the truth of
the Gospel-in His hand an instrument quick and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sW\lrd, and capable by Him alone of cutting at
once asunder the thousand cords that bind the soul to earth and sin,
and the things of time and sense; that it is He who can give to man
liberation' of his mental powers, can introduce him to the highest of
all inquiries-a knowledge of the character and attributes of the
supreme and eternal Jehovah; of man's original formation and his
present condition; of the exact position in which he stands towards
God; of his need of divine grace to rescue him from the dangers by
which he is surrounded, and to deliver him from the dreadful penalties
consequent upon his apostate condition; of the true discovery of the
mediatorial and priestly office of the Lord Ohrist, by which he obtains
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p~rdon without abstracting from any of the divine perfections, and by
virtue of which he is regarded with complacency by God Himself;
that it is only by His mighty agency revealing Jesus in all His
glory and grace to the faith which is of His operation, that man is
purified anQ. sanctified, enabled to look not, at the things which are
seen, but· at those which are unseen, and convinced, therefore, that
"as his days his strength shall be."
My dear brethren, the promise of stre.ngth in the text is not more
extensive than, our need of 'it. The supply is daily, so is our want;
and, if our want, so should our demands be made by fervent prayer
every day.
"Prayer is the Ohristian's vital braath,
The Ohristian's native ail',"

(

says Mon,tgomery ; and I think, when we consider its tme nature, it
will supply another test of <spiritual life or death, and it is certainly
that means by which, above all others, the Christian receives strength
as his day. The Ohristian's first daily duty is secret prayer. It is with
him no cold, heartless, constrained service, stupefied by sluggishness
and distracted by the world's cares; it is not a joint devotion of God
worshipped with the lips and the world, with the heart. He values it'
too highly as a sacred privilege, not to be watchful that it degenerates
not into a cold form. Often through this sacred avenue will the child
of God approach the throne of grace, bearing to the foot of the
cross the burden of a guilty conscience or a wounded spirit, to be
relieved of his burden, and find peace and joy in' belie~ing. Often
hail he found it before a fountain of life which has refreshed his
exhausted spirit, and from which he has drunk in copious supplies of spiritual strength and comfort; and, therefore, he resorts
to it not as a form, but to prepare him for the duties, as well as the
difficulties and temptations of each day. With him the duty of
prayer is merged, in its sweet privilege. It is not with him the
expression of a barren compliment to Almighty God, or a nominal
tribute to payoff his daily debt, whether of sin or gratitude; but by
it he seeks a fresh supply of that free grace to heap up the infinite
,debt for which his only payment is confiding love. He pays a holy
attention to the manner of spirit in which -he performs this exercise,
for he knows by experience that, if his private devotions are cold and
constrained, and if this frame be not resisted and improved, by' prayer,
his days will be spent in levity and dissipation; that the divine presence as a present principle, the light of God's countenance as it sacred
enjoyment, will be clouded; and, therefore, the time so spent
bring neither spiritual profit, peace, nor enjoyment to his soul.
Oh, beloved brethren, you who hurry to your daily avocations
without prayer to God-whose prayer, even when it is offered, i~ but
a passing dream in the multitude of business-how can you dispense
with this indispensable mark of God's people 1 How can you deceive
yourselves so awfully that you retain the fundamentals of the Christian
character 1 How can you look in the face of your fellow-man after
your hollow hypocrisy 1 How can you dare to mock the majesty of the
great Eternal by an insulting, thoughtless form 1 How can you look
forward without alarming despondency to the 'end of your course ,1 How

will
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Clli~ y@u have the slightest' expectation that I< as your days so shall
your. strength be" ~
My beloved brethren, it would occupy more time than we can give
to the considemtion of the 'subject at present, to dwell upon the
various other means by which God imparts to His people their daily
strength. I believe the one just mentioned to be all-impor~nt in
itself; and I am sure I speak the experience of the people of God
'When I say' that, if our morning devotions be ferve~lt, yet composedspiritual, yet rational-if we. pray with the heart as well as the lips,
with the spirit as well as the understanding, the day is likely to find
and to leave us cheerful without levity, and serious without gloom;
strict without scrupulousness, and free without licentiousness; holy
without austerity; gentle, yet uncompromising; filled with the fruits of
the Spirit, which are I< love, joy, peace, longsuffering, ge)1tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance;" a;nticipl1ting that kingdom which
.descendeth from above, and which is within God's people righteousness and peace itnd joy, the earnest of their eternal inheritance, and
an assurance from their covenant God that I< ai!l their day& so &hall
their strength be."
My beloved brethren, the Christian believ.er, and he only, ca.n wa.lk
through all the changing scenes of life in happiness and safety, in the
full recognition of the great truth ,in my text; who, amid all the
conflicting interests of parties, and the varieties of' means and ends,
has but one question to decide for himself, namely, "Which is the path
of principle and duty, that I may walk therein, and fear no evil ~ "
The first object and interest of his life is not "what shall he eat, and
what shall he drink, and wherewithal shall he be clothed;" but he " seeks
first the kinl?;dom of God and His righteousness," and cheerfully trusts
that all necessary things shall be added to him. He knows that, whatever be the severity of God's providential dealings towards him, the
purposes of His grace are unalterably fixed for his good; and, therefore,
under the most trying exercises of faith and patience, his grand object
will be to have his soul confirmed in the truth of this promise by
cleaving steadfastly in his heart to God. c9ften ah-eap-y, when the
tempest beat without, having fled to the recesses of the sanctuary,
where God is met, he has found Him a. sure refuge-the repose and
joy of his heart. Nor has he any unbelieving doubts for the future. In
his greatest straits and distresses, and under the heaviest burdens, he
knows the Almighty's power is eng\l>ged fOr his pro.tection and COllsola.
tion; that, if his spirit be oppressed, it shall not be overwhelmed; that
he can never be brought too low to have the werlasting arms beneath
him, to keep his spirit from, fainting and his faith from failing; that
the everlasting covenant and its everlasting cOllsola.tions Ilecure to him
that "as his days so shall his strength be."
My beloved brethren, I cannot pass on to the last point which I
shall urge on this wondrous, subject, without stopping a mOment to ask
how this matter appears to. you individually. ;Have. you entered into
the blessedness of the state which the text d~scribes ~ and, if not, why.
hav.e you not ~ and how long will you be &atisfied with your presel1t
wanderings ~ Can any of the ea,rthly enjoyments which you pursue so
anxiQu&ly extract the &ting of a guilty conscience ~ What remedy
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have you devised to extinguish unhallowed impurity, of mind or
thought ~ Did you.' discover any method of controlling the unruly
passions which harass and vex the soul ~ Have YQU any way of
shielding your vulnerable constitution against the ravages of old age or
ill;health ~ Can you by YOllr pursuits repel the arrows of death, which
strike his victims all around you ~ And, if you be his next, what
shall you do in the end thereof ~
Ah! beloved, behold, I ten you of a Physician in Gilead, and of
His healing balsam, who can heal the sore disease of nature; who
can extract the venom from the wounds of adversity; who, if any poor
sinner here seek pardon in His bloed, will bestoW' it to the soul, as
well as give peace to the conscience; who alone can stop the bleedings of a wounded heart, as well as satisfy the inst;inctive appetite for
an infinite and eternal good; whose parehtal love' will finally secure
the souls of all who flee to Him for succour, even in the wreck of
worlds; and whose unsleeping providence, even in the land of their
pilgrimage, provides that "as their days so shall their strength be."
In conclusion, I have only to add a caution to the children of the
Lord whose minds in md'ments of depression may be inclined to turn
inward morbidly on themselves; and, though sometimes they may see,
yet are not permitted to drink copiously of the genial current of life
and happiness for which their hearts instinctively thirst. They should
seek at once to bnw to the dispensation of Him who holds the reins of
universal government in His hand, directed by infinite' wisdom,
unlimited power, and, to them, approved and unutterable love. It is
only if needs ;be that God's people are for a moment left in heaviness;
and, when the clouds of unbelief shall again clear away, and faith
brightens, and "the Spirit bears witness with their spirits that they
are the children of God "-when the voice of the Shepherd shall be
heard, "What I do thou knowest not now, but thou shll.lt know
, hereafter "-they shall be enabled to realize the existence, the
supreme administration, _the watchful and continual presence of God as
their Father and Friend. A light will arise in the darkness, and a
calm will flo,w .in upon the agitated spirit. They will fe.el then an
assurance of soul that, if a wish could effect it, they would not by a
wish- _alter a single circumstance in that providence and grace ordered
by wisdom and love, which ever secures that, "as their days so shall
their strength be." Amen.
ALONE.
with J eaus! blesl:led place,
How sweet to rest my weary head
Upon His shoulder, who has said,
Where He unveils His lovely face 1
When He says," Fear not; I am here," " Thy sins are pardoned, go in pllace;
Satrun nor sdrrow can appear.
I am the Lord thy righteousness."
When heart and,Hesh and spirit fail,
Alone with Jesus! Can it be?
The tongue let loose, the spirit free
And Satan does with darts assail,
To unboso.m to Him all my grief,
Jesus draws near with beaming,face,
And give my burdened heart relief?
And says, " Sufficient is my .grace,."
How dl'eary seems the brightest day,
When >loving ones are torn away!
Dear Saviour, at such seasons be
Close to my side, alone with me.
C. B.
ALONE
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A DAY SET APART FOR HUMILIATION>AND PRAYER
BEFORE GOD.
IT IS DESIRED' (D.V.) THAT \WEDNESDAY, THE TENTH DAY OF APRIL,
1878, SHALL BE OBSERVED BY THOSE WHO;rRULY FEAR, GOD IN
GREAT BRITAIN, AS A DAY OF FASTING, HUl\ULIATION, AND PRAYER,
ON 'ACCOUNT OF OUR RELIGIOUS AND NATIONAL SINS, AND THE
MANIFEST OUTPOURING OF HIS JUDGMENTS.
(JOBL i. 14, 15.)

DEAR FRIEND,-Last year, through our unworthy instrumentality,tens
of thousands were gathered together in all parts of Great Britain on a
day appointed (Wednesday, 18th April, 1877), for the purpose of
humbling themselves before the Lord and seeking His mercy. Many
were the _testimonies we received from the Lord's people in the
north, south, east, and west of the land as to the solemn feelings
they experienced on the occasion; and many are they who believe
that on that day the Lord did hear and answer the prayers of His
people in some sweet measure, whilst they were conscious of the fact
that they had done that which Israel bught to do under such
circumstances, ,namely, seek unto the Lord her God.
We have been again urged by friends to call for a like day, and,
after prayerful deliberation, we feel we cannot refrain from doing -so,
prompted also, as we believe we are, by the Spirit of God.. And,
indeed, - the present position and condition of both the Church and
nation would urge us thereto-if anything, more than before; for
matters have not improved, but grown worse and worse. A similar
condition of things, too, calls for the same humiliation and prayer; so
that, in giving our reasons for suggesting and appoiriting this day, we shall
have, to a great extent, to repeat what we have already written.
There is1. The sad and solemn condition of the professing Church. Fearfully
prevalent therein we have evil speakings, bitter strifes, contentions
and divisions, much carnality, jealousy, and pride,. with very little
apparent spirituality-in short, the professing, Church seems now ~o
abound with the fruits of the flesh, and not Ythose of the Spirit; and
we have to deplore the fact that it is just the opposite with, us. to .
what it was with the Church of old, of whom it was said that great
grace was upon them all.
2. The way in which the means of grace are slighted, and an
attendance upon the services of the sanctuary dispensed with, under
the most frivolous excuses-ah! excuses which would never be heard
of as hindrances for attending an evening party, taking an afternoon's
drive, or visiting or receiving friends; and this, too, by those who
would have us believe themselves to be true worshippers! What a
sickening sight! And how sad, also, to observe ,that they are growing
into the carnal custom of filling their places in the sanctuary once only
on the Lord's day.. From all this, is it any wonder that there is.. so little
communion of saints 1 And, if a book of remembrance was kept, what
would their conversations amount to 1 Would the Lord delight in
them, or godly men either 1 The Lord help His professing people to
consider, repent of, and ?epart from, their grievous sins.
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3. The sad departure from the simplicity which is in Christ, and the
plain commands of His Word, in connection with religious devotion
and worship. Hence we hear of musical concerts, services of song,
money-getting bazaars, and such like worldly clap-trap connected with
the services of the sanctuary; and all sorts of worldly innovations
and inventions brought in to make the worship of God genial to
the carnal mind. But in all this God is dishonoured, and where
these things are, Ichaborl may of a certainty be written.
4. How assiduously unreasonable and wicked men are labouring to
overthrow the inspiration of the divine records, God's own book, the
Bible, and endeavouring to prove, by vain philosophy and so-called
science, that its statements are incorrect; and the readiness with
which multitudes of professors appeal to, and embrace the opinions and
decisions of, men to the disparagement of God's WOI:d.
5. The continual· increase of Ritualism, Romanism, and infidelity in
Everywhere' the most
the land is something formidable indeed.
powerful efforts are being put forth to uproot our Protestant constitution, and to bring this once highly-favoured country under the ban of
the Papacy; and we tremble for our country, because of the support
it gives to the foe of God' and man, because of the way in which
multitudes embrace it, and the enormous amount given from the
public purse to support it. Jesuits are to be found in all places;
auricular confession is maintained in many of the Churches of England,
whilst hosts of Dissenters show Romish, tendencies; and the Lord only
knows what will be the end thereof.
6. The abounding of all manner of ungodliness, so that one is driven
to believe that we are fast coming to the state of wickedness preceding
the flood. Truly iniquity runs down our streets, like water, and all
manner of sin and vice, mentionable and unmentionable, is practised
in the most open and unblushing manner, whilst, for the most part,
men seem little concerned about it, the great aim and end of the
masses being the love of gain, and the pampering and satisfying of
self.
7. There is our standing transgression against God, in that we have
broken our solemn league and covenant with Him in allowing and
~ncouraging the Papacy to have a dwelling-place amongst us, and in
giving its supporters positions of authority and influence,-a sin for
which God will most assuredly punish the nation, unless it be repented
of and forsaken, by a thorough repeal of the black, covenant-breaking
Act of 1829.
8. The manifestations of Jehovah's judgments amongst us. Look at
the past year. What fearful depression in trade, and in every branch
of trade t so that we have our starving thousands arid tens of
thousands at home, as well as the ravages of the dreadful famine in
India. Then, how terrible have been the gales we have experienced,
and what a loss of life and property, by sea and land, has beE1n the
result! Diseases amongst the cattle have been rife; and death has
been stalking through the land, violently and suddenly, mowing down
mankind. ' War is threatening us too. Some parts of the continent
have been steeped in blood; and war, siclmess, and privation have
. brought their hundre.~s of thousands to the grave. The strugglf' is not
1\1
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ended; ,and the Lord' only knows when and where it will end; And
then there is a religious and political agitation all the time going on.
A spirit of anarchy is everywhere discernible, nor need we at any time
be surprised at the outburst of revolutionary movements; which,
however, may the Lord forbid.
These are some of the reasons we put forward as calling loudly for
a day of humiliation and prayer-reasons, however, which may be
immensely multiplied, but these are sufficient to show those who live
with the fear of God in exercise in their hearts, that it is their duty
and privilege to seek unto Him. The one only remedy remains still,
and that is, pray~r! God is still a God hearing and answering
prayer. lIe never has, He never will, despise the supplications of His
repenting people. There is yet mercy with Him, that He may be feared.
Oh, then, may His Spirit help us to turn unto Him in prayer and
supplication, and may we find Him "a very present help in trouble.'"
If our eyes are upon Him we shall have His approval, and He will
give us those answers to our supplications which are well-pleasing in
His sight; therefore we have decided, subject to the will of God, to set
apart WEDNESDAY, THE TENTH DAY OF APRIL, 1878, as ,a day of
fasting, humiliation,. and prayer, for the purpose of humbling ourselves
before God, and seeking His ai4 and mercy, as He shall give us
grace to do it: and during the day we shall hold, special services in
our own place of worship at Linslade. vVe, moreover, earnestly
desire that those who fear God, in every place, will on that day join
with us in having a public gathering in their respective places of
~orship, or in privately keeping the day in their families, or as occaSIOn serves.
Moreover, we shall be thankful if they will kindly communicate thei'r
intentions on the subject to ~tS, as uf1'ly as they can before the day appointed,
that so we may be able to tell how and where the day is being, devoted to this
solemn purpose. We shall"also, directly aftel' the day, be glad to hem' from
them agaiJn as to how the various services wen attended, that v;e may be
enabled to publish a record of the same.

May the Lord, of His mercy, givtl us a spirit of repentance, prayer,
and supplication, is thE) prayer of, yours faithfully in Jesus,
JOHN LINDSEY.
'* *''* Please address all correspondence on the subject to 'me, at
Linslade, Leighton, Beds, and from -me any number of copies of this
circular letter can be obtained.

GOD KNOWS.
Is the way cold, is it dreary?
Is the heart sad, is it weary?
God knows.
Why the heart S9 sad, why weary?
Why the way so cold, why dreary?
God knows.

Thy every gri~f is seen above,
And every trial is sent in love,
God knows.
Need there is for the sorrow sent,
But joy, yes,joy, shall dawn at length,
God knows.
EpSILON.
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THE " WAYSIDE N01lES" WRITER TO A, SUFFERING·
DISCIPLE.
My DEAR UNKNOWN, YET WELL~KNOWN SISTER IN CHRIST,,--I have
spread your letter before the Lord'; and, while reading your statement
of; tl\:e unceasing prayers you have put, up at the tli!J;&ne of grace day
and night for many years concerninK the matter in view" there' came
such It melting' of, spirit, and witli- it" a firm- conviction; concernin@
your case, that, although-" neither a, prophet nor tJliwson of. a prophev,"
I unliesit:atingly pen that conviction for your' comfGrt~ YiOur prayers
are registered in the book of God's remembrance, and" wait His-time,
not yours, for their answer and accomplishment. The time win cQme
-and may not be far distant-when the strong one will be laid low;
then his hunting companions, although, kind and considerate; will be
of no avail. Then will the tenderness and truthfulness of a praying
wife come uppermost and be sougnt, while a:eknowl~dgments will flow
forth that you are right, and the outward all be dispe'lled before the
inward cry; "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" Pray on, dear friend,
and do not ,despair.
'
~ith regard to the sport of nunting itself, I could say much; and
although, of course, to those whose whole desire is to "walk with
God,~' it· is amazing so ll'J,llch gratification' can, be found in such
amusement, yet we must, look, at, it, fairly. Gentlemen are placed in
the position to cultivate it as a pastime. TIiey see honestly not the
least harm in it; and; indeed, it. is a, qllestion whether it" is not, far
less. objectionable than, pastimes. that are 'associated, with fleshly, gratifi~
cation; Ii have. the honour, to know a! gentleman" a member of the
HOllSe of; C0mlIH:)llS, who is passionately fond of hunting. Apart
lrom' his universal. benevole.nce" I: happen to be in a. position to know
that, he is a, lover of' the truth" and, I believe, a.. child of grace; still
he hunts, An .able minister of the" Gospel, a clerg)!lllan in the Chur-ch
of England, 'has often tenderly expostulated with him, but to no
purpose; he sees no harm in it.
Another point" dear friend, I would have you, observe is" that none
but God knows, what is passing in that mind~ I come in contact with
many gentlemen connected with the hunting field. One I lunch with
constantly, and the carrying ont a' quiet, yet firm Christian course,.
has not been lost upon him, but frequently he himself turns the conversation to some religious point.
Now, you, cannot, tell ,but what. there is yet a spark in that smoking
flax which· waits for the L0rd~s, kindling, and~ which, in His time,
will sho.w, itself under the circumstances" named; for my firm conviction is, that in _the case you are so justly; interested, in" there -;will
be the fulfilment" of the, promise, "Fear not: for I am with thee-;' I
will. bJi'ing; thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west; I
will' sat to the, north, Give up >;. and to the. south, Keep. not back:
bring my' soms from far [who, are apparently fat' off' from Gbd]" and
my daughters, fDom the ends. of the. earth "-the . ends: of the earth
in living and, in" f~eling.
M 2
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Oh, then, dear friend, do not despair! Take Nahum's advice: "Keep
the munition;" that is, hide thyself in Christ, and shelter thyself
amidst the rocks and everlasting hills of God's purposes and love.
"Nothing is too hard for the Lord." "Watch the way."
,
'L

"God moves in a mysterious way,
His wo:b.ders to perform."

"Watch the way j" keep on the alert. "Make thy loins stmng."
Wrap the girdle of truth round thee, the precious Word of divine
life; and trust on still. "Fortify thy power mightily;" that is" rest
upon the almighty power of Jehovah, and. depend upon it, He will
bring the matter to such an issue as that you shall sing His praises,
and He shall take all the glory.
Derby.
G. C.
OLD SARAH.
THE leaning pilgrim, " coming up from the wilderness, leaniJig upon her
Beloved;" the leaning guest, favoured to lean on the bosom of a
precious J esus" A weakling more than strong;
Vents in His bosom all her woes,
And, leaning, moves along."

"Faint, ye~ pursuing," like the worm Jacob "leaning on the top of
his sta,ff"-or rather, upon the immutable faithfulness of a covenant
God.'
In' closing up another year of my eventful life, rehearsing some of
the righteous acts of a 'gracioas God, and calling on my companionfO to
join 'me 'in my "song of praise," and thus, as enabled, "singing the
Lord's song in this strange land." But, ere the year closed, I "wept when
I remembered Sion," and "hanged my harp upon thf\ willows j" for, though
a "retired pensioner," I am sometimes called out to active service.
Such was the case on the 27th of December, where duty called, and
"love made the cheerful feet in swift obedience move." I returned to
my quiet home before dark on the 29th, considering Him who, when
wf\aried with His journey, sat down for His handmaid's sake, thankful
I "ras brought safely another week nearer home j and that" Every day's declining sun
Brings my great deliverance on."

I laid me down in peace, and safely rose on the morning of the 30th,
after a comfortable night's rest, refreshed in body, but could not rise
above myself. At 10 a.m. the postman's rap surprised me, at that
hour j. •and, as I took in the "family messengers," I thought I must
not attempt to open them till thE' afternoon.
Under the droppings of the sanctuary the dew descended upon
my barren heart. The sermons for the day were for the poor of
the district; morning text, Galatians vi. 10, laying stress upon the words,
"esp~cially unto them who are of the household of faith." This led
me to a review of my many comforts, as I returned home to my quiet
fireside; and a table spread with the bounties of His providence.

/
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"Nor is the least a grateful heart
That tastes those gifts with joy." ,
I have received many love-tokens from the Lord's dear people, doubtless
especially as I belong to the "household of faith," adding much to my
comfort in firing and warm clothing, while my Lord shall have all the
praise. Verily, verily, my kind friends will have their full reward.
But to the point in hand. As I cannot see to read without taking
up my glass, my usual practice is to cut open the pages, and thEm turn
to some of the short pieces; but in the present case, as though .by
impulse, I thought I would- see what was on the cover; and, reading
the list of names, I discovered my own, and then caught sight of. the
sad intelligence the publisher received just before going to press. I at'
once sunk fathoms in my feelings, giving vent in a flow of tears wHen
the word of the Lord was, " Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right1"
then, "Be still, and know that I am God." But I could only give vent
to my feelings in the language of the "mourning prophet" (Jeremiah
ix. 1); and for two nights I wet my couch with tears as I reflected
how many "faithful watchmen," both from pulpit and press, I had
mourned the loss of during the last fifty years. And I well remember,
some twenty-five years ago, when three "standard bearers" fell so
near together; one from Ireland, one from Camberwell, and one from
Stonehouse; but never, since that bright star set in the western
hemisphere, have I more deeply mourned the loss of a faithful, loving
ambassador of peace, whose loss is better felt than describ~d.
It may be said by some, "Why should it be such a shock, seeing
we had every reason to expect, it at any moment 1 " True; but,
though I am generally calm in a storIIl;, and most collected under
most trying scenes, yet "He knoweth my frame, and l'emember'l
I am dust." I sat .alone the remainder of the day. As I did not go
out, I had plenty of time for reflection, and, as enabled, spread the
matter before the Lord, turning to the" weeping widow," and. the
"mourning bride "-the Church at Clifton-and the dear "aged
widows" for whom he so tenderly cared.
.
But we turn from the "weeping widow "-her "Maker is her Husband.
The Lord of hosts is His name." Himself hath made the breach, and
Himself alone can fill it up -and consider the loss sustained as the
worthy Editor of the Gleane1' and Sower, which he so efficiently held
-for so many years, scattering broadcast fine grain and precious seed.
" Let Sion's mourners, weeping, kiss the rod,
And gird her robes of deepest sackcloth on;"
and ask the solemn question, "Where are the young Elishas in the
present day to catch his falling .mantle, and go forth through the
length and breadth of the land, weeping, bearing precious seed, and
thus come forth to the help of the Lord against the mighty 1" Arise,
o Lord, and. plead Thine own cause. Oh,. for the spirit of prayer,
and the grace of supplicatioll and calm submission to His sovereign
will, to shut the door upon this sable messenger! Is not the sound of
his Master's feet behind 1 Every rod has a voice, and speaks as well
as corrects.. Themllnof wisdom will not only hear the rod, but also
who hath appointed jt. Surely in this event the voice of the Lord is
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powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty: "Be still, and know
that I am God; I change 'not."
,wh'llit.a blessed ,closiIl,g up of his ,ministry are ,.the three .last sermons
in the, Sower! T~y came wet with the" dew of Hermon," and found
a ,:warm response -in m.y heart in participation, realization, and sweet
anticipati0n. But "the ",warrior" has quitterl., the field with the scars of
the reproach of Christ, the wounds he received in the house of his
friends, .amid the .stFife of ,tongues; but, like his :divine Master, "when
revil~d, Ihe,reviled ,·notagain." He is now safe within the walls .of the
heavenly J,erusalem,.beyond the gunshot. of every foe.
l well ,remember, when qpening the Magazine for January, 1877,
turning at on.Qe ,tlilpa.ge 5::!, which ,touched a ch,ord of sympathy
in ~¥ heal1t, hav.ing a cQmpanion near at hand whocou:ld weep and
rejoice ,with me. I sent him a few lines of sympathy and enc,O'\lragement, which he :warm1y acknowledged on the covers of ,the Gleaner
and SQWert'. 'Last .August I sent him a few scraps for insertion, one of
which I .saw in ,the Glewner .for De,cember.
When ,at Lanq.port I first heard of his deep .affiictjGU, and on my
retUTll ,home I there was \·a post,card,..in his own hand, ;from ,the chamber
of affii<ltioIl" stating how very precious Psalm xxvii. 5, w..as to him when
he thought·himself.dying. Here the lines crossed my mind" Who lU'ethese in bright apparel,
Nowat ,rest before the.throne,
Once engaged.in Jesu's quarrel 7
,Now their 'Sorrows ,end
ILn evrerIasting so~g!l."

OLD'SARAH, WITH HER HARP l!TPON

THE

'WILLOWS.

~.llX'X'.eaUDttb:en:.c.e.
"DOUBTING CASTLE."
To the "Wayside Notes" W'riter.
MlY DEAR FRIEND'IN A 'PRECIOUS CHRIST,-The Lord be praised for
the piece in the C}OSPEL .MAGiA'ZINE for the present month, penned by
the "Wayside Notes" Writer, and thanks to yourself most heartily do
I give for such valuable experimental truth, under the title of "Doubting
Castle." I am constrained to forward you this testimony, poor as it
may btj, for it is worth a good bit to find a fellow-traveller expressing
one's own feelillgs,'and giving vent to the same precious dealings of oUr
gracious covenantokel'lping Lord, especially when it comes from the
aqetl child of God. Many times has my poor soul found this in reading
your writings in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE from time to time.
'While reading "l9oubting Castle" (your piece this month), there was
brought to my memory an incident which occurred in my own experience.
It was as follows: On a -market day, in a town of Oxfordshire, I met
with quite an old friend-I may safely say a child of God. He used
t')he b the f.Jhurch of England, but, after a good deal of changing

,j
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his lot, he cast iq with the Plymouth Brethren-the Darbyite section.
,He had with him a stranger to myself, and my old friend introduced me
to the stranger .as a Christian; upon which he,said, "'W:hat a wonderful
thing it is to be a Christian!" to which I repliea, "'It js ;'" and, continuing the conversation, I said, "One has not always -the assurance'
one could wish of being such;" to which he replied, "How very wrong
it is to doubt!" and he took out his Bible from' his pocket to try and
prove such, turning to 1 JOhn v. 10-12, and also ,to John iii. 18. I
told him that, if he read the account of Abraham and Isaac, with
others recorded in the Scriptures, he would find that such could not
always believe and rest on the Word. of God, at which he worked
himself up into such a passion as to pOUl: forth his anathemas" without
any control of feeling ,. upon me. Seeing what such a state of things
was come about, I told him the best thing would be to wish him good :
afternoon, and offered him my hand, but he turned away in disgust
and wrath. Much more passed, but my memory fails me. It all passed
in the open street, much to the amusement of some (sad as it was).
I must tell you the old friend left us -art,the'onset.
I had great reason to bless the Lord for it. Upon returning home
afterwards, I went into -the closet (that is the place), and ,there poured
out the whole matter to my God and Father, and He was pleased to
grant me a 'rich portion of. His own blessed Word, which was worth
more than I can, express, for I was but a young pilgrim then in the
heavenly road. Of coUrse you can imagine my feelings at such a time. not that there was any anger or revenge, but just the opposite, for it
was pity and ;prayer for him. The 'precious por,tion was this: "Cease
ye from man, whose breath ,is ,in, 'his nostrils; for wherein is he to
be ,accounted of f"
After 'what. I have written, you 'will readily illlderstand my penning
these few lines to you in connection with your piece for the present
month. Please excuse my troubling you with·. such. an imperfect
testimony.
'
May the Lord be pleased to bless His own 'message spoken and
delivered from your lips for His own glory, His dear children's good,
and the ingathering of His elect «lUes. I tell the minister I am
privileged to listen to, that I often ask the Lord to keep him very faithful,
give him much of His presence, much of His favour, and much of His
blessing. May He, for His dear Son's sake, do the same for you.is ~y
poor prayer for the "Wayside Notes" Writer.
Yours in covenant bonds,
January 10, 1878.
E. G.
JAh! dear friend, what is it to be a Christian ~ It is not to be
puffed up in creature conceit, and think ourselves holier than our
fellows. I feel we have the reply conveyed in those words" He saw me ruined in the fall,
And loved me notwithstanding all ;
He saved me in my low estate;
His lovingkindness, oh, how great! '
I like Paul's description of a Ohristian: "You hath
who were dead in trespasses and sins."

~He

quickened

~
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Thank you much for your remarks, so completely to the point, and
thoroughly substantiating the position I have taken in connection with
the doubts and fears which the family of God are the subjects of. I am
satisfied dear Hart is right when he sings in his own quaint but truthful
way- .
" Proud lions, that boast
W"hen lusty and young,
Soon find to their cost,
Self-confidence wrong:
Tormented with hunger,
They feel their strength vain;
For famine is stronger"
And gnaws them with paiI\'

" But lambs are preserved,
Though helpless in kind;
When lions are starved,
They nonrishment find:
Their Shepherd upholds them
When faint, in His arms;
And feeds them, and folds them,
And guards them from harms."

Be it ours, dear brother, to be found among the folded lambs, rather
than the lions of creature-conceit and vain glory.
G. 0.]

THE DEAOONS OF THE OHUROH AT EDEN OHAPEL, OAMBRIDGE, TO THEIR LATE PASTOR, MR. J. B. McOURE.
[WE have been specially requested to publish the annexed.
letter the correspondence must cease.-ED.]

With this

DEAR BROTHER,-Having through our treasurer forwarded the
balance of pew rents due to you, we are now by a committee of
ladies desired to remit for your acceptancll. a free-will offering, which
they have collected amongst the friends as a token of their love,
amounting to the sum of £14 6s. Id., which we are p~eased to do;
and, in taking this our final leave of you as our pastor, allo:w us
to express our deep sympathy toward you and yours - in your very
serious affliction. It is indeed a lamentable trial that separates a
pastor from his flock, and yours is indeed peculiarly so j but it has
been .most gratifying for us to know that the people have done all in
their power for your comfort since you have been laid aside.
During the five years ;you have been with us, by your promptitude
for business, energy, and perseverance, you have been the means
under God of doing a work for us in building the chapel, which, under
the circumstances, but few would have attempted j and the Word, through
your instrumentality, has been blessed to the souls of many, and
many have been added to our Zion.
_
In your deep affliction may you feel that support which He alone
can give who has permitted it; and, as He is able to do abundantly
more than we ask or can think, we pray that you may be brought
out of it, to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein Ife hath
made us accepted in the Beloved j and, when the turmoils of a timestate are ended, may you hear the joyful sentence, "Well done, good
and faithful servant jenter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
So pray those who have laboured with you in the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Ohrist,
J OSEPH FAVELL, J. RUTHERFORD,
G. BEALE, J. DENT, W. WILBY.

"
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AT REST.
To the Editor ,of the Gospel

.Ma!lar.i~.

DEAR MR. EDITOR,-I send you a few lines relative to -the late
Mrs. WADSWORTH, St. Ives, Hunts, who died September 12th, 1876,
as they are in some measure associated with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE-a periodical she esteemed as one of the best issued at the present day.
She was a lover of all those godly ministers to whom the precious
name of J esllS was their soul-inspiring theme,and to such only could
she feel that love which unites the living family in the sacred ties of
fellowship.
Her esteem for the unknown Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and his
editorial pieces would have led her, if health permitted, to have taken
up a temporary abode at Clifton, so that she might have heard those
truths proclaimed from the pulpit so sweetly recorded in the Magazine.
I have seen her eyes flash with brightness while reading some sweet
testimony of the Saviour's precious name. She knew what it was to
sit at Jesus' feet, under the gracious anointings of the Spirit that
speak peace through the blood of the Lamb.
In reading. the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for December, 1875, where the Editor
says, "We grieve over it, and have done so for years," she said, "Ah,
I fear this is the case; more is made of the water than the blood by'
many."
As soon as the GOSPEL MAGAZINE came in, those precious "Wayside
Notes" were at once sought for; and I play say' almost always contained some sweet testimony of the precious Mediator's love and
grace to the poor and needy-a little help to the bruised reed, a
little oil to the smoking flax. If the writer knew the holes and
corners where his "Notes" have been a blessiI!g, he would gird up
his loins with renewed strength under the banner of the cross. Many
times have some portions of these "Notes" been read to me by the
deceased, as containing a sweetness of Christian experience.
In a note from her portfolio before me, she asks, "What is grace
but the ever-flowing love of God to sinners through the mediatorial
work of J esus ~ and, when the sweet testimony drops into the heart of
a poor helpless creature, 'I have loved you,' what a melting into a
sacred oneness with Jesus it produces, and what a sinking feeling it
produces of being nothing before Him but a ruined creature!" In
another note she says, "When I feel such hardness of heart, such
coldness of affection, such darkness of mind, fears and temptations
come rushing in, and then the question with me is, 'Is He my
Saviour and Redeemer ~' "
A short time before her death she said to me, "Favoured as I am
with every comfort, I should like to stay with you a few more years;
but I am not afraid to die. The will of the Lord be done." Being
disease of the heart, 'she could 'bear but little Iconversation.
" Calm as the eve befol'e the raging storm,
She viewed death with an auspicious eye;
A short transition to a glorious morn,
The blissful smiles of Jesus to enjoy.
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" On His dear breast her parting soul relied,
While glimpse of bliss inspired her longing heart;
To see that loved One who on Calvary died
Her soul was willing with the world to part.
,," :l'he ago;ny that reft her mortal ,frame
,Her writhing limbs their testimony bore;
Too much. for ,kindred to behold the same,
Who left to weep till death's fierce pangs were o'er."

J.W.
THE LATE SEPTIMUS SEARS.
To the Edito'/" of the Gospel Magazine.
lli)EA:R SIR;~In Ithe Magazine for February you speak of the calmlless
of mind/manifested ~by,the late loving and belov.ed S. Sears, w:hi~eat
Bath, when, under such circumstanoes, ordinary men would have been
greatly moved. He was a lover 'of peace-ef a "meek and :quiet
spirit." r1 was ,staying atClifton with him a few days in ,the week
previous tto"his :going 'to Bath, and this was just '-when the ,opposition
and unoal1ed~for oritioism were at the highest ,pitch; bat he was
,enabled to "be still" to a degree unoomm0n to, our 'rebellious nature
under sueh <trials. ISpeakingafter the manne!r of men, it ,was a wonder
that he, "being ,possessed ef so muoh," treasure," escaped the "mbbers"
so Hong 'as rhe .did.
I supplied for our departed brother five Lord's days last year, 'and
~n each occasion, after the first, he sent a note during ,the week prece(iling, with a '(w,0rd of encouragement. I mlmtion this to show how
deeply he sympathized with his brethren in the ministry. £e ,was
anxious that ,the ministers who supplied his pulpit should be with his
people without feaT. On August 22nd he wrote:lMy 'DEA'R iPRIEND,-! am glad you call come here CD.V.) for next
Sunday. May 'the 'Lord bless and help you spiritually. I shall be most
likely ,silent for many months. ,Could you come here on - - P Jesus was
most precious to me when I seemed to be dying.
'XhefoRowing, .from Brighton, dated Novemher 22nd, shows Clearly
"'what 'mannerdof"spirit 'he was .of":My 'DEA'R iFRIEND;-We are brought here in safety. I hope you will be
taken to tClifton safely, and muoh helped while ,there. From the 'Pulpit
will ',you give 'my 'lov:e to ,the people, and tell them how much I desire'the
pli'ivilege of ,again speaking to th.em the Word of God, if the Lord will.
In·,the meanwhile I am thankful they keep together, and hope they will.
NOot only.still ,pray for me, but also for each one of the Lord's servants
who may be ,sent to them; and for themselves, that they may get a
Olessing by -means of all that is Scriptural and gracious that they ·hear
from the different ministers, bearing with any non-essential shade of
difference in th@ught and expression, and never get into the Corinthian
spirit, "I am ,of Paul and I of Apollos," &c.
''The littleness of soul and self-sufficiency of others'\;er,ved,but to show
our departed ·f;piend's faith, love, and meekness with greater effect.
He did not fight for a skeleton creed, without a beating heart or
breathing lungs; he desired a complete new man, and in good health.
Not only have the Strict Baptists lost a worthy representative and· an
able advocate, but the whole Church of God has lost a faithful servant,
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whose place will not be '.easily supplied. W '3 do not· value such men
till they have been dead .some long time. More or less, we all still
"persecute living saints and worship dead ones."
Dear sir, f 'hope 'you will'be long 'spared to the Church, and be
not only a speaking witness, but, by keeping your Magazine from ·the
spirit of contention about trifles, aRd wounding the true brethren, be
a silent ;witness against "biting and devouring one ano,ther," and
throwing 'others down in .order that we might .geta little higher by
standing upon them while the.y are under our feet.
With Christian lov.e, I beg to .remain, yours in the bond of eternal
life and love,
COlcMste.1·, Feb. 20, 1878.
WAL'J;ER BROWN.

-,
THE ·GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My 'DE>\.R SI<R,-Referring to' Mr. Brider's letter and your own
remarks in .the 'GOSPEL MAGAZINE for Februal'y, suggesting that .a ·,p@rtion of the above Mission funds -should be appropriated. annuaij.y ,tow.ards
the iSUpport of ,its founder, who is poor in 'this world's goo~s, and
having a dep~t, with some knowledge of the importance of the work,
I 'feel sU!l.'ethat 'all whose subscriptions and donations llire 'paid through
myself would be most willing that a portion should be so applied.
.
I am, yours faithfuUy,
Dhelmsf01'd, Feb. 16th, 1878.
C.J. COWELL.

'GOING TO THE KING.
if I perish, I p.erish."-EsTHER iv. 16.

" I will go in "Unto ,the king, .
KNOW ye the glorious King
Wh@reigns on Zion's throne,
To whom the bright.stoled ser3Jphs
sing,
And saints as Sovel"eign own?
I hear He welcomes all
With fond paternal care,
Who in Christ's name before Him

fall,

j

And urge His merits there.
Dare such an " unclean thing,"
Defiled and stained as I,
Attempt an audience with the King,
'The Sovereign of the sky?
Oh! if not, there is none
Who can redress my woe;
Then, if I perish at lIis throne,
I <wil.l 'most surely go.
The cause I have to plead
'Demands that 'Ishould try
If He'lll'egard my deep, deep need,
And listen to my cry.
,Oardiff·

No help I have, ,nor"hope,
If Jesus will not save!

Only His blood, 'neathiheaven!scope,
My leprons soul can lave.
Nought else can touch my case,
I, therefore, needs must go ;
And, if He will not see my face,
Perish I shall, I know.
But wherefore should I fear,
And faint and tremble so?
Have any perished who irew near?
All earth and heaven s~y, "No!"
Lord, who has love like Thin-e,
So wide, ·so deep, so high?
Oh, let me by the faith divine,
Now" Abba, Father!" cry.
Dost Thou forgive my sin ,?
Then take my all, and oh,
Thy kingdom, when I enter in,
All heaven the grace shall k.now.
J. P.'C.
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BROTHERLY LOVE AND KINDNESS.

To the Editor of the' Gospel Magazine.
[WE rejoice in the loving spirit breathed in the annexed letter.
Would that it more largely prevailed in these days.-ED.]
DEARLY BELOVED DR. DOUDNEY,-I enclose herewith five pounds for
dear CHARLES BRIDER for his own personal wants, not for Mission
purposes. I was pleased to see from his letter in February's Magazine
that his dear wife had been spared to him.
You may remember my writing to you from India (just after you had
published" 'Walks and Talks with Jesus "), saying that I was praying the
Lord to make her well, and to spare her to be a blessing to him, 'if it
was in accordance with His will. This the Lord enabled me to do daily,
and He answered the petition, for which I have praised and do bless
His holy name. The Lord enables me to pray daily for yourself and
the contributors to the Magazine; and I find great freedom in thus
mentioning by name many of the Lord's dear people before the
throne, and I do not feel comfortable unless I have done so.
I have often thought that, if we love the Lord, we must love His
flesh and His bones; and also that, if we say and think hardly and
unkindly of the Lord's people, we are doing it of His flesh and His
bones. "The whole family" ought all to be of one mind-the mind
that was in Christ, our glorious Head.-Yours most lovingly,
.
February 4, 1878.
A SYRIAN.
BROTHERLY LOVE.

To the Ed'itor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER INCHRIsT,-Yes, ip Him who, through grace,
is our All-in-all-the language of dear Newton relative .to Him
who is to us "the altogether lovely and the Chiefest amongst ten
thousand," suits my soul well; and often in communion with Him I
have sung"If asked what of Jesus I think,

Though still my best thoughts are but poor,
I say, He's my meat and my drink,
My life, and my strength, and my store;
,; My Shepherd, my Husband, my Friend;
My Saviour from sin and from thrall;
My hope from beginning to end,
My portion, my Lord, and my all."

Yes, beloved, my soul endorses every word of it; and, though the
conflict is not over, and the waves and billows have not ceasedthough the days of darkness are many, and fears and temptations
crowd in upon me-yet I cannot cease to think well of Him-well of
His name, well of His person, well' of His work-for He is altogether
suited to my soul's need, and has been ever since-more than
twenty-five years ago-He said to me, "Thy sins, which are many, are
all forgiven thee." Yea, there was no mistaking His voice then, for
my guilt was removed, my conscience was cleansed, my' soul was set
at liberty, and I leaped for joy because I felt the efficacy..of the
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atonement-the sweet, the blessed power of IIis most precious blood.
And there is no mistaking His voice now when we hear it; and oh,
may we hear it often, for we need it in these days of defection.
Since I last wrote you I have been quite laid aside; indeed, mine is
a continual pathway of physical suffering, but believe me, God is my
Witness I often feelingly say" I would not change my blest estate
For all that earth calls good or great."
Sanctified afflictions are amongst the greatest blessings under heaven,
and that especially when they prove humbling to ourselves, and lead
to exalting and exulting in a precious Christ.
Enclosed is the letter calling for the day of humiliation and prayer.
I shall be glad to see it inserted in the G03PEL MAGAZINE for March,
and pray that the Lord will graciously and greatly incline the hearts
of His people to observe the day, and call upon His name. Whether
,we are heard in the way we desire or not belongs unto Him. We
cannot err, for certain, in seeking His favour and mercy.
Earnestly desiring your enjoyment of every covenant blessing, with
unfeigned love, believe me to remain, yours faithfully in Jesus,
Linslade, Jan. 31, 1878.
JOHN LINDSEY.

r

ALL-CONQUERING GRACE; OR, SUPERNATURAL STRENGTH
UNDER MARTYRDOM.
To the Eait01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-About the middl~ of last month (October, 1877), I was
unexpectedly called away to attend the funeral of my only brother, in
the north of Scotland, whose death had been painfully sudden; yet I
trust 1 may add, not without hope, for the last letter he wrote, a few
days before his death, breathes a spirit of humble and calm reliance
on Jesus and His power to save.
On my return from my melancholy errand, (for melancholy it wasby that death the last tie that bound me to my native place seemed
severed, and I felt as if leaving for ever the d.llSt of my kindred and
the land of my first and second birth), whilst travelling by rail on
the Waverley route betwixt Edinburgh and Melrose, I took from my
bag a volume which I had purchased in the north (the second series
of "The Martyr Graves of Scotland "), which I read with mu~h
pleasure till I came to the death and testimony of five of the worthies,
when I fairly broke down. My heart was melted in wonder, love,
and praise, at th'e marvellous power or the grace of God in supporting
His poor servants at such an hour, and enabl~ng them to give such a
noble, yet calm and simple testimony under such terrible circumstances,
and in the face of an· unjust and cruel death. It, is so good that I
will transcribe the circumstances from the volume, believing that the
perusal will warm, encomage, and .cheer your heart as it did mine.'
You are aware that, during the reigns of the two· last Stuarts, a
fierce and fiery persecution raged throughout Scotland. The descendants
and followers of John Krtox, a goodly "remnant according to the
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election of grace," were literally hunted like partridges on the mountains.
Men of whom the world was not, worthy "wandered: in deserts, and
in mountainS', and in dens and caves' of the earth, being destitute,
afllicted, and tormented." The king, with his adherents-like many
of the present day, professing' to be Protestants, but Papists at heal1tenacted the most unjustly cruel and arbitrary decrees, with a view to
exterminate the free exercise, of liberty of conscience in ecclesiastical and
spiritual matters, and to establish a distasteful and lifeless ritual, thus
to make way for their object-the ultimate establishment of undisguised
priestcraft and Popery in the land. Godly pastors were ejected' from
their churches, prohibited to preach or expound the W oJZ.d; and the
people forbidden to hear or lend them any countenance, on pain of
banishment or death. Not'}Vithstanding these cruel and crushing laws,
the Word of God grew and prevailed. Those. whose hearts the Lord
had touched thirsted for the VVord of life. Meetings were held in
secret in various parts of the country; old men and women, young
men and maidens, assembled under covert of the mist of the mountains
in caves and hiding-places to listen to the precious proclamation of
the Gospel of grace, and to drink in from the lips of the /lent servants
of King Jesus the words of eternal life; and can we for a moment
doubt that the presence of the Lord was manifestly there'~
The Government soon heard and was alarmed at these godly gatherings, and took the most prompt and cruel, though ineffectual, measures
to put, them down. Part~es of troopers and dragoons, heade.d by heartless men, were despatched over the country to hunt down the harmless
followers of the Lamb, and to exterminate the living light which God
had kindled in the land, but they could not prevail. When God is
pleased to kindle the fire of light, and truth, and grace, and love,
earth and hell are powerless to extinguish it. Assail· they cancrush it they may-but it will only burst forth brighter, purer, and,
in the end,. more gloriously. Exasperated at their want. of success, the
emissaries of the Government let loose the bloodhounds, of death, and
sacrificed without trial or mercy those who dared to worship God
according to the dictates of an enlightened conscience. It was high
treason to listen to the •Word of life, be found in prayer, assist a
prescribed pastor; and even to be, found in possession of a Bible was
esteemed, a crime worthy of death. Time after time did the heart's
blood 0] the martyr stain his native heather; but, like Israel of old,
." the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and grew."
Goaded'l by cruelty, injustice, and persecution, numbers. took up arms
for w,h,at were undoubtedly their civil and religious rights; and, about
the, same time, the Archbishop of St. Andrews was murdered at· a
place, called Magus Moor (a deed which we do not attempt to justify).
The rising at Bothwell, and the assassination of the: bloodthirsty
prelate,. was made a pretext for intensifying the cruelties which had
already deluged the land with martyr-blood. The most horrible
cruelties prevailed. Many were shot down without form of trial;
others~, after a mock trial, were mutilated, then haNged, and their
bodies quartered, and it was a capital crime for friend or relation to
toad.!,0r, take away those sacred remains.
.
Amongst. those who' suffered at this time were the five noble men to
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whom r have alluded, and whose testimony l' transcribe. Their names
were, Thomas Brown, J ames Wood, Andrew Sword, John WaddeI;
and John Clyde--;c-poor men as regards this world's goods, but rich in
faith, and heirs of the kingdom. They were tried at· Edinburgh for
being found at Bothwell, and sentenced "to be carried to the Moor of
Magus, and there to be hanged till they be dead, and: their bodies to
be hung in chains until they rot; and all their lands, goods, and gear,
to fall to His Majesty's use," which sentence was carried out onl the
25th of November, 1679~

'\

Thomas Brown was the first that was tak~n up the ladder. He said,
"Some may judge our dying and hanging' here is up,on .the account of
the bishop's death, but I must. tell you that I was never in this country
before this time. The ground of my sentence is because I will not eaU
my being ·in arms at Both.well Bridge rebeilion, and will not take the
bond." After he had prayed, he blessed the Lord, and affirmed that, "if
. this day every hair of his head were a man, and every drop of his blood
were a life, he would heartily lay them down for Christ, and the cause
for which he was now sentenced."
AndrewSword, the next who suffered, after ascending the ladder, sung.
the thirty-fourth Psalm, after which he said, "The Bishop of St. Andrew's
death I am free of, having. lived four or five score miles from this, and
never was.in this place before. My coming here is for refusing to take
the bond. l' bless the Lord for keeping me from that snare. I exhort
you to seek the Lord, and not to fear suffering. I cannot but commend
Christ and His cross to you. I would not exchange my lot for a thousand
worlds. Farewell, an created comforts;" and then he prayed before he
was flung off the ladder.
James Wood's speech, when on the ladder, reads like that of one of
the martyrs in the first ages of Christianity. "r never," he said, "was
in this part of the cou,ntry before. I am here this day to lay down my
life that God hath given, because I could not call my appearance in arms
at Bothwell Bridge rebellion, and, because I would not take the bond. I
am so far from thinking it rebellion, that 1~ bless God I was a man to
be there, though a man most unable for war, and- unskilful because of
my infirm arm; and all the arms I had was, a halbert upon my shoulder;
and it was not for anything I could do with it, but I behoved to be
there to show my good will to the work of God, and the respect 11 had
to the interests of the' Lord; 'and now I am so far from rueing anything
that I had done that day in my appearing, for Christ and His cause,
that I would heartily wish, if I were to live, to see as many men~ every
year for the defence of the Gospel gathered together; and I would count
it my honour to be with them. It was my desire to the Lord that He
would let me die a martyr, and I sought it of Him; and, blessed be His
name, He hath answered me according to that Scripture, "Delight thyself
also in the Lord; and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart."
And now He hath granted me the desire of my heart on earth, and I
shall have the desire of my heart throughout all eternity; and what
would any of you have more, sirs P And now, my friends, I am not a
whit afraid to go up this ladder, and to lay down my life this day,. for
it is~ the best day ever yet mine eyes saw; and I am as sure of my
interes·t as the Word of God and' the Lord's Spirit by His Word can
make m«"
John W addel declared he had never before been over the water of
Forth, and that the reason of his death was the same as that of: his
friends. He protested against paying the cess that had been' raised'to
maintain troops to put down the free preaching of the Word of God;
and, as he went to prayer, he affirmed he was not a whit discouraged to
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se~. his three brethren hanging before his eyes, nor to pray before all
that multitude.
John Clyde, when on the ladder, compared their being there to Herodias
asking Herod for the head of John the- Baptist. Nothin~ would satisfy
the lust of their persecutors but blood. "I bless the Lord," he said,
- "for keeping me straight; and I desire to speak it to the commendation
of free grace that there is none who will lippen [trust] to God, and
depend upon Him for diretJtion, but· they shall be kept straight and
right. But to be promised to be kept from tribulation, that is not the
bargain; for He hath said, 'through much tribulation we must enter the
kingdom.' He hath not promised to keep us from trouble, but to be
with us in it, and what needs more P I bless the Lord for keeping me to
this very hOUl', for little would I have thought a twelvemonth since that
the Lord would have taken a poor ploughman lad,* and have honoured
me so highly as to have made me first to appear for Him, and then keep
me straight; and now hath kept me to this very hour to lay down my
life for Him." At the ladder's foot he said to his brother, "Weep not
for me, brother, but weep for yourself and the poor land; and Beek God,
and make Him sure for yourself, and He shall be better to you than ten
brethren. Now farewell, all friends and relations, brother, sister, and
mother; and welcome, Lord J eBUB ! 'Into Thy hands I commit my spirit; , "
and, lifting up the napkin off his face, he said," Dear friends, be not
discouraged because of the cross, nor at this ye have seen this day; for I
hope you have seen no discouragement in me, and ye shall see no more."

The bodies of these dear sufferers were taken down, and s~cretly
buried at dead of night by an aged couple who lived near, much to
the annoyance of the authorities, who offered a reward and made
every search to discover the offenders.
Just one other extract:Andrew Gallin was sentenced, on July the 18th, 1683, to have both hands
cut off at the foot of the' gallows, and then be hanged, his head to be
cut off, and his body to be carried to Magus Moor and hung up in chains.
His sentence was carried out to the letter, but he bore it with undaunted
spirit. The executioner was drunk, and it took nine strokes 'ere his hands
were cut off. When the right was cut off, he held up the bleeding stump
in view of the multitude, and said," As my blessed Lord sealed my
salvation with His blood, so I am honoured this day to seal His truth with
my blood." On the gallows he closes in similar words to those uttered by
McKail, and-not a few of the sufferers in that age: ., Farewell, my mother,
brethren, sisters, and all other relations; farewell, sweet societies with
whom I have been, whose company was only refreshful to me; farewell
all earthly pleasures; farewell sun, moon, and stars; welcome, spirits of
just men made perfect; welcome, angels; welcome, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, into whose hands I commit my spirit."
What can we say in review of these solemn, touching facts? The
spirit of the times has changed; the spirit of persecution never
changes. What Romanism and Ritualism were centuries ago they are
still, and woe' will be to the land if ever these powers are by God
permitted again to have the ascendancy. Alas! alas! that England
and Scotland should again dally with, principles which she,d the best
blood of their sons and daughters, and trifle with a birthright so
dearly purchased by our martyred forefathers. Can it be anything but
j~dicial blindness. that makes us as a people insensible to the inroads
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He was only twenty-one years of age.
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of the enemy' in the corruption of worship, the introduction of the
accu,rsed confessional, and other abounding Popish and 'semi-popish
abominations? If we will not hear the voice of God's Wolld and
warnings, and solemnly and prayerfully mark the signs of the times,
it is likely we shall hear the voice of His judgment in accents of
thunder; and who can tell what may be impending over our careless,
guilty land ~
,
May the Lord's people be kept near to His feet, watching His
hand, hearkening to His voice, inclined and ena1:Jled through grace to
do His will; and, in view of the wide-spreading hostility which
abounds to our Lord and Master's kingdom, name, and truth, may not
our souls heartily re-echo the Spirit's voice as we exclaim, "Come,
Lord Jesus, quickly come!"
D. M. P.
HEART-TRAVAIL.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

~,

DEAR SIR,-I was sorry to learn that you had been ill, and hope God
will soon restore you to your usual health. Thanks for your kindness
to me. I enclose a few words for the Magazine, if you can use them.
I have been thinking this afternoon of you and of your sad loss,
and I could not help the feeling that there is a separation that is
harder to bear than that caused by death. To be near to some you
love, often to see them, and yet by circumstances forbidden to speak
to them, is hard. There is then but one course which we can take to
ease our bursting hearts, and that is, to pray fol' them. Only to Jesus
can we tell all that is in our hearts; only to Jesus can we tell the
yearnings we have-yearnings to meet and hold converse with our
loved ones, yearnings for the eternal safety of their immortal souls.
. And how often we find that God's ways are not our ways, and God's
time is not our time. We plan and prepare and think we shall be
able to execute our plans, but God says, "No; not yet;" and we have
to wait again, when we thought that all things would be accomplished.
How hard it·,is to lie passive in the hand of God, and" know no will
but His." Sometimes I think, if J do get safe to heaven, and some I
love get there too, how much I shall have to tell them of things
which now I am obliged 1;0 keep from them. Ah! then, surely we
shall look back on the way by which the Lord led us, and wonder as
we see the links in the chain of our lives-little events all ordered
by God to bring about His purposes of love-events taking place
which bring strangers to meet, which bring old friends for a time
together again, that, perhaps, a word may be spoken which shall bear
fruit unto life eternal. Will you pray for me, dear sir, if you can 1
fOf my soul often grows weary, and I long to feel around me the
arms of everlasting love.
.
And now, may God Himself comfort your heart, and fill the void
place with His' own deep love, and keep you abiding beneath the
shadow of His wings till the angel of death bears you to the land
where paitings are unknown.
Yours respectfully,
Feb1'Ua1'Y 4th, 1878.
ISA.
N
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" MOTHER, I'M

GOING HOME!"

A LETTER TO THE REV. W. SAUNDERS, VICAR OF' ST. SILAS, BRISTOL,
BY ONE OF HIS PARISHIONERS.
REVEREND SIR,-I little thought that in fifteen short months you
would again ask me to write for the like occasion, and now I feel
I want the gift and pen of a ready writer.
I would begin; in the first place, where I began concerning his brothel',
namely, that at an early stage of his disorder I was apprehensive of
danger, and I put the question to him as to how matters stood with
regard to his soul and eternity. Now I had long known that his
youthful feet had been travelling Zionwards; but let me feel as I would
wish to feel when I stand at the river of death. It was the answer
to one in such a position as this that I wanted to get; and he looked
at me with a tearful smile and said, "I shall go to my brother, and
to that Saviour whom I love; and, if I die, I shall not be lost, but only
gone before, for I often think of those words, 'Eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love Him'" (1 Cor. ii. 9).
When giving him some water to drink one day, he said, "I do love
those words on the drinking fountain at Bristol Bridge, 'Whosoever
drinketh of this water shall thirst again; but whosoever drinketh of
the water that I shall give him shall never thirst'" (John iv. 13, 14).
At another time he said, "If I had religion to seek now, it would be
like giving God that" -and he pointed to a glass that had some dregs
in it from something he had been drinking.
The plan of salvation seemed as clear to him as noon-day. He
knew a man that thought he must do something himself to inherit
eternal life, but he said, "If his eye were to catch the words, ,It
is finished,' he would know there was nothing to be done." He )Vas
given to writing out pointed passages of Scripture on scraps of paper.
I here give one that he carried in his purse for a very long time:
" And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with
all your hart" (Jeremiah xxix. 13). A favourite verse of his was
another, and the last he read: "Remember now thy Creator in the days
of thy' youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh,
)\Then thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them."
" 0 youth, this speaks to you;
In Christ true pleaaure find ;

Yield Him the tribute due,
With heart and soul and mind."

He. said that he had asked God to enable him to speak a word to
anyone that should come to see him, and the answer caIl).e, "Lo, I am
with thee, and will put words into thy mouth." But he did not wait
till he was ill before he spoke a word, as he called it. He did it when
his busy feet would not let the grass grow under them. Many things
have come under my notice, and there are many more that will not be
known till the great day. I will mention two incidents-and the first
he always seemed shocked at afterwards. He bought some tracts to
giveaway, and he offered one to a grey-headed old man, who would
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not take it, but said he did not want such trash as that! He said,
"I hope that won't rise in judgment against that man." When he was
coming home from the prayer-meeting one night, and his heart was
full and overflowing, he said to one who was 'passing, "Do you love
Jesus 1" and the answer was, "It would be a bad job if I did not."
He did not say this in the spirit of Jehu, who said, "Come with me,
and see my zeal for the Lord," for I never found one more emptied
of self-it was to tell me the answers he received.
One day he said he should like a sail down the river, and I. asked
him how he would cross the other river 1 He replied, "I shall go
over in the boat of faith," and that he had as much faith as would
be required of him. At another time he remarked, "How long it
sometimes takes a judge and jury to settle a few cases, but that,'
which was found against people on the judgment day no one would
'
be able to say" No" to.
A gentleman from a High Church paid him a visit. He began to ask
this gentleman concerning his creed, and if he heard confessions. He
said he did, but I thought it was hardly fair to ask him this,'for he
had nothing to confess to him. He did not believe in anyone coming
between him and the Fountain-head; so he told him he waS not afraid
to die, and when he died he should be SUI',e to go to heaven. This
gentleman told him he must not think that, or it would make him
careless. He said, " You might know that your sins are pardoned,
but no one can say they are going to heaven till they are going to
die; and what about the sins you will commit before 1" He answered,
"I shall ask to be kept, and I shall be kept." Both he and his brother
took Christ on easier terms than that.
I have seen him in a righteous indignation against the pleasureseeking Sabbath-breaker, asking the question, "Oh, what account will
they give of their time 1" One Sunday night he read these words from
his Bible, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap," &c. (Galatians vi. 7). He
never saw so much neglect till he was unable to attend himself. I
have never known him stay away from a service on week-days or
Sundays if it were possible for him to be there. He has often gone
without his tea rather than be absent, nor has he gone in vain. May:
I tell you, sir, that he has drunk deeply into your teaching; and many
a touch with the elbow has he given me when you have said something
that suited him well, as I was sitting by his side in the house of God;
and the very sound of the bell will put me in remembrance of him,
for it was customary.with him to say, "There's the bell;" and, besides,
he has told me that he has felt almost in heaven in church. He
once read out this verse, "And-you hath He quickened who were dead
in trespasses and sins;" and then said, "What do we want better than
that f' At another time he said, " I do seem to keep saying, 'The blood,
the blood, the precious blood of Christ! '" He wanted to know what he
should do without Christ now 1 When in pain one night he exclaimed,
"What are my sufferings to the glory that is to be revealed 1 and
what a comfort to the believer to know that Jesus died!" One day
he·asked for a certain hymn. When I gave it to him he said, "That's the
one, for-
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" , I feel like singing all ,the time,
My sins ar,e washed away;
For Jesus is a Friend of mine,
I'll praise Him every day,
Singing, Glory, glory, glory! ,,,

He then read and sang hymns for more than an hour, It was not
with the tone of voice of days gone by, but it was the kind of song
the heart echoed, The last time he ever sang, he spoke the feelings
of his iilmost soul, for he sang, "Oh, how I do love Jesus!"
One evening, after a visit from you, sir, I sat chatting with him till
the twilight, and he said, His (Jesus's) love and light filled all his soul
that night, and just then the moon shone in at the window, and shed
a light on the wall; and 1 thought, "There are two lights here without
a candle;" and oh, how mellow his voice sounded when he said, "His
love and light." At another time he pointed to this verse"When from my' dying bed,
My ransomed soul shall rise,

I'

;).

'Twas Jesus paid it' all,'
Shall rend the vaulted skies."

His brother said that God would not let Satan trouble him, but God
permitted the enemy to try him I am writing of, but he would have
nothing to do with him. On one occasion he said it seemed like a
sharp voice from behind him, saying, "How do you know that you
shall go to heaven 1" Sir, I have read of a poet who said that" this
raven (Satan) thirsting for my blood has helped me to make many a
meal;" and the dear one had a repast too, for he said, "I began to say,
'Resist the devil, and he will flee from you;'" and immediately he
seemed to feel the very presence of Jesus before him. One night he
asked me if ever I felt my heart all in a blaze. I inquired if that
was how he felt. " Yes," he said, "and I seem to feel the very angels
around me."
He was patient under very severe suffering. I have read that
God does not suffer anything to be done that we should, not do
ourselves, could we but see the end of all events as well as He. I
had never said to God, "What doest Thou 1" in taking my children, but
when I saw him writhing in pain day after day, I began to feel
rebellious; but I had my reproof in the words, "He spared not His own
Son," and I asked the dear sufferer if he thought God unkind in sending
, him such pain, and he said, "I must not," and that he was willin-g to
bear it. He was quite passive, for he said that he should not ask
,God either to take him or restore him, but should leave it to His will.
I have heard him asked if he were afraid to die. His general answer
was, "No; why should I 1" He said, "If Jesus had shrunk from death
He would not have completed the work of our redemption; and, besides,
being afraid to die after believing in Jesus is like to His being about
to fetch you, and you not willing to go with, Him. What! after
strivil'\g for a prize, and you have won it; and about to receive it, and
then not like to take it! When we know that Christ died, and took
away blle sting of death, why should we be afraid? "
These words, and many others, were not said all at one time, but
they have fallen upon my taste sweeter than the honey proved to
J onathan, and quite as sweet as that which Samson took from the
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lion. Sir, I have before told you of ~he calm peace and the glory
the other dear· child passed away in, and I have told you too, that,
previous to your coming to Bristol, we lived at the river-side, and
there many, many times, on fine summer evenings, have I watched the
sun sink behind the western hills, and there we often got a double
view from the reflection in the water. Many times have I sent an
upward breathing that my sun might set like that, and the calm peace
I have co¥eted for myself has been more than realized in the passing
away of the dear children.'
The testing-time was now drawing near. The Sunday before he
died the doctor said, "He may not live over twenty-four hours." I told
him the news. He was glad, for he was ready, and had been waiting for
it. He repeated the words, "In twenty-four hours I might be in
heaven," and much more like it. He turned to me, and looked and spoke
very sweetly, and said, "Mother, I'm going home!" It was that mello;\'\'
sound again, and I think, if my heart had been made of brass, it would
have left a deep dent in it; and besides, sir, it reminded me that the
best we could do for him here was not his home, but only his lodging.
On Tuesday morning he said, "1 thought to have been gone before now,
but I am willing to wait God's time." I said to him, "You'll soon be
anchored in the harbour;" and he said to this, "I shall be safe without
an anchor there." The relationship he seemed to feel between himself
and the Head of that bright abode is expressed by the words" So near, so very near to God,
He could not nearer be;
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For, in the person of His Son,
He was as near as He."

On Tuesday night he was took for death, and with it his reason
fled. He did not know that he had been ill, and had a number of sores
about him; and on the only side on which he could lie the naked
bone was showing through. He did not know that he had swollen
feet and legs, and the right foot and leg were a monstrous size, with
running sores on them. He did not know his home, nor spmetimes either
his father or me, so I thought I would sound a well-known name
in his ear. It is the name that the poet prayed might refresh his
soul in death, for I asked hinl if he knew J esns. He said, " Yes,
I do; He died for me." At another time he said, "Did anyone ask
me if I felt the need of a Saviour ~ To be sure 1 do, as. much as
ever I did;" and he said much more of the same kind.
When his reason returned, to him, his voice was so muffled that
we could hindly understand what he was saying, but he would
repeat it time after time till we understood some of it. He said
he was going to Jesus. Again he said, "I am going to heaven, to
a mansion that Jesus has prepared for me." He tried to tell us a
good deal, but we could not understand him. His last words were
of Jesus and his mother.
•
Sir, I spoke in my other letter of the last fond look. We saw it
again, but the number was one the less to 'exchange glances with.
A short time before death his eyes sparkled. A bright colour
came on his cheek, and a' bright smile too.
He lifted up his
withered hand and tried to shout.
After this his face wore a
look of astonishment, and he tried to talk. I watched his fleeting
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breath till his chest heaved nO more. When at the river-side he
did not find it chilly, for the sun shone; nor did he need the boat
"faith," for I do not think there was any water there, so he must
have gone over dry-shod. On taking a nearer view, I do not think
that his feet touched the soil, for I believe him to have' been borne
over by the angels. It was here that the silver cord was loosed,
and the golden bowl broken, and the spirit returned to God who gave it.
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G1'ove Chapel Pulpit. Fifty-two Sermons by THOMAS BRADBURY, Minister
of Grove Ohapel, Oamberwell. London: Robert Banks, Racquet
Oourt, Fleet Street.
WE don't know that we can do better, by way of offering an opinion
or comment upon this volume, than by quoting its motto-text: "He
that hath my Word, let him speak my Word faithfully. What is the
chaff to the wheat 1 saith the Lord." Now, every page of this volume
is stamped, as it were, with faithfulness,. not that carping, censorious,
condemnatory spirit which is regarded by some as faithfulness, but
which at the same 'time has its root in bitterness and acrimony, and
brings forth plentiful fruit in slander, reproach, and the "making a
man an offender for a word"-a spirit which has cut many a dear
servant of God to the heart, and contributed in no small degree to
sending him (humanly speaking) to the grave. From the frequent
intercourse we have had with the present minister of Grove Ohapel,
and all we have heard of him, with all his straightforwardness and
outspokenness, we,.do not believe that there is a man upon earth who
would more· shrink from, or recoil at, the veriest idea of wounding a
dear child of God than THOMAS BRADBURY. No, he has been too
long called to be a student of the human heart; he has had too much
to do with the depths of iniquity- within; he has heard too often the
command to "Turn about, 0 son of man, and thou shalt see greater
abominations than these," to allow him to take sword in hand to do
battle with a poor, tried, sin-harassed, Satan-buffeted soul. No, a
thousand times, no! With sin, as such, or with heartless, hypocritical
pretentious sanctity, no man would more vigorously or fearlessly
contend; but, whilst Mr: BRADBURY would thus earnestly "contend for
the faith once delivered to the saints," he has too much tenderness of
conscience and too vivid a recollection of "the line upon line, precept
upon precept," in which he has himself been personally instructed to
overlook the equally plain counsel in his ministerial commission:
"Feed my lambs;" "Feed my sheep."
We believe that Mr. BRADBUIty is one of those ministers who know
what travail of soul is, on behalf of poor tried and tempted fellowmen. We will illustrate what we mean by a case with which we are
familiar. It pleased God (whose ways are inscrutable and whose
judgments are a great deep) to lay His hand very affiictively upon a
certain member of a certain congregation. Before his a~liction he had
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shown certain repeated kindnesses and brotherly solicitude for his
minister. As often as opportunity would present itself, he would
listen with profound attention and deep interest to the preacher. At
length he was visited with a sore and most painful affliction. He
had to undergo repeated operations. His minister repeatedly visited,
talked, and prayed with him. At one of these visits the afflicted one
told him how repeatedly he had been tempted (from the pressure of
over-work) to commit suicide, At other times, although professionally
so familiar with death, he stated how continually he was exercised
about death. During another visit, the affiicted one said how he had
been desiring that he might have .some affliction (a dangerous desire,
reader, although not altogether an uncommon one upon the part of
those who are in a state of doubt and uncertainty about their real
position and standing before God). At another visit, the 2Lfflicted one
stated how certain verses in one of the Psalms had comforted his mind.
,But, subsequently to all this, he has been brought .down into almost
the lowest depths of despondency. We refrain from stating to what
extent. However, not to dwell, we merely add that this case is one
which has borne upon the minister's heart with inexpressible weight,
leading to agonizing cries at the throne of grace on behalf of that' poor
tried, tempted, Satan-buffeted one. During the wakeful l'lours of the
night-season that minister has entreated' and implored the Lord that
He would in this case exercise the same almighty power and bring
to bear the self-same compassion as He did in regard to the poor
mad Gadarene, when He said : "Come out of the man, thou unclean
spirit."
Now, we contend that it is the personal knowledge and face-to-face
contact with such cases as these, that not only stop the mouths of
preachers from vain boasting, or indulging in the "great I" of the
creature, but which throws them into deep soul-travail, not so much
on their own behalf, it may be, as that of others. They know how
covenant verities are assailed in such cases as that we have 'cited, by
the watchers and the maligners and the deniers of truth. They know
how snch are prepared to say, "Ah! ah! so would we have it;"
"This is your high doctrine; these are its effects," and so on.
We repeat, we touch upon such instances as that we have related,
as illustrative of that de~p heart-travail of which the Lord's servants
are the subjects. To a spiritually-enlightened reader the sermons before
us will be found to be deeply imbued with this heart-to-heart sympathy.
If the preacher is seen one moment upon the battlements of the citadel,
sword in hand against thb besiegers, he will be likewise found embracing the earliest interval to attend upon the wounded within the
walls.
We cannot but commend these sermons to the attention of our
readers, ' as well as the case to which we have referred to their deep
sympathy and prayers. The Lord, in great mercy, hear and heed, for
a precious Christ's sake!

The R:itualist's P1'og1'ess " or, the Doings of OWl' New Vicar.

Bya GRADUATE
of the University of Cambridge. London: Weldon and Co.
CAPITAL! It exposes the follies of Ritualism in a humorous, but
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most effective way.

We hope that it may have a large circulation.

It is embellished with some engravings, and an attractive cover.
Unaeceived.-Most heartily do we welcome this new book, with its able
protestation against Ritualism, and noble setting forth of the grand old
truth that" God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship
Him in spirit and in truth." In these times of desertion and betrayal
by those who should stand foremost in the fight against the encroaohments of "Anglican Popery," this book, with its firm and decided
denundation of " priestcl'aft" and " baptismal regenerati')n," should not
only be read, but become a familiar friend in every true Protestant home.
THE Little Gleaner and the S()wer volumes for 1877.
London:
Houlston and Sons.--We cordially recommend these works.

"SHE FELL ASLEEP."
(ACTS vii. 60.)
SHE did not die, our precious, cherub child,
But gently closed her eyes, and sank to sleep
Upon the tender, downy breast of "Love;"
And, as she slept, was sweetly borne aloft
By angel convoy to the" better land,"
While tbey the wondrous story of the cr0SS
Still pondered-soaring on their sbining way
Until they placed Love's trophy on His breast
Who called the raptured little one to greet
"The morning without clouds," the glorious day
Which needeth not the sun to lend his beams,
For Christ's own smile creates celestial light ;
And darkness cannot loom, nor night may draw
sable curtains o'er those glory realms,
Whose radiance is the reflex of His face.

Its

In that bright sunshine basks the gloried child
Upon whose corse so lately fell tbe tears!
Our love, mistaken, would ,have kept her still
Enclasped in fond embrace; but, listening, 10,
Our 'f:;.ith now hears her voice in noblet' song,
Joining the seraph-minstrelsy on high!
Oh, listen to the wondrous notes outringing there!
How jubilant the strains! how soft the lyre!
. And how sublime the theme already sung,! \
How spotless, too, her robe! how light and fair!
Its dazzling whiteness almost makes om' faith,
Astonished, turn away, and weep fo1;' joy,
To think that Jest!s died to heautify her so,
And place upon her infant brow the crown
Whose glory cannot pale, nor lustre fade.

(-.:

Oh, darling, darling, we will dry our tears
To gaze upon thy bliss, and bless the hand
Of Him" who gave, and took a,way " in love;
And, by.and.bye, will call us home to join
2'hy anthem strain, and crown Him Lord and King.

Cardiff·

J. P. C.

