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lDlo c.omforteth us in all our tribul",tion, that we may be ",ble to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforte,l of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE PROPHET'S PLEA.
" Unto Thee 1I.m·e I opened my cause." -J ER. xx. 12.
DL\.R RE.~DER,

we remarked in our last that the Lord Jehovah
ne,er fritters away His gifts, nor does He think little of His
promis~". In proportion as they are marked, plain, and unquestionable, ciJ.l hey be afterwards tested and tried. The Lord does
no hing for nought; He has a wise as well as a loving purpose
in all He does. All is, in the issue, to redound to the glory of
His own great name, and for the present and etemal well-being
of His people, to whom "His thoughts are thoughts of peace,
and not of evil, that He may give them an expected end." Nor
can anything frustrate His purpose, or effectually militate against
His own gracious covenant designs. "I will work," saith He,
" and who shall let it," or" turn it back?" (Isaiah xliii. 13.) "The
counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, and the thoughts of His
heart to all generations" (Psa. xxxiii. 11). "He doeth according
to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of
the earth: anel none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What
eloest Thou?" (Dan. iv. 35.)
Dear child of God, in days like the present, how unspeakably
comforting is the contemplation of these blessed verities; and
equally consolatory is the thought, amid the distresses at home
and the disturbances abroad, that" the government is [still] upon
His shoulder;" yea, that" of the increase of His government and
peace there shall be no end" (Isaiah ix. 6) 7). Blessed be His
name, come what may, nothing shall ever set aside that glorious
truth, "Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His. And, Let every
one that nameth the name of Ohrist depart from iniquity" (2 Tiro.
ii. 19); and another blessed promise is equally the property of
the Church of the First-born, "And My people shall never be
ashamed" (J oel ii. 26, 27).
K
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With such covenant pledges before them upon the part of a
covenant God, the Lord J ehovah's covenant people may calmly
contemplate the future, let that future bring with it what it may.
"It can bring with it nothing,
But He will bear ·us throngh;
W110 gives the lilies clothing,
·Will clothe His people too;
Beneath the spreading hea,ens
No creature but is fed;
And He who feeds the 1YlrenS
"'-ill give His children bread."

The mercy is, that all was foreRecn by our God; yea, and
the future, in all its minute details, as much provided fOl' and
against as has been the entire past of the time-state. The Ohurch
of the living God has as much right, and it is as much their
lawful prerogative, as ever, to sing"Deep in unfathomable mines
Of ne,er-failing skill,
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will.
" His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may h,we a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."

As expressed in our last the manifestations, upon the part of
the Lord, to His servant Jeremiah were such as to indicate that
the work to which he was about to be called "as indeed a very
special work. Hence, as we sought to show, th9 prophet, in the
fulfilment of his commission, would stand in need, from time 0 time,
of that which was most plain and unquestionable in regard 0 his
call to the work, in order that, instrumentall" it should sustain
and encourage him in that work. He woU:ld be repea edly in
positions in which (like the patriarch J acob before him) he "ould have
to remind the Lord of His promise, "And Thou saidst, I will
surely do thee good;" or to plead with Him as the Psalmist did :
"Remember the word unto Thy servant upon ,rhich Thou hast
caused me to hope."
Ah! how often are the dear children of God broug ,t into such
circumstances; and, in their trials and extremities, "ith the entire
absence of light upon their present path, or the felt presence and
peace-speaking words of the Lord, what could they possibly do,
if so be they had not times and seasons to revert to in which the
Lord had been pleased to indulge them; yea, and to seal home
llpon their hearts promises ancl pledges which, instrumentally,
afterwards were to be their staff and their stay, as they were led
on and on through and amid all the labyrinths, windings, ups
and downs, ins and outs, twistings and turnings, of a waste howling
wilderness? And here it is, by virtue of the covenant promise of

101

The Gospel Magazi1ze.

a covenant God, that pilgrims sing-yea, and (blessed be His
name!) have a perfect right so to do"Though dark be my way, since He is my Guide,
'Tis mine to obey, 'tis His to provide;
Though cisterns be broken, and creatures all fail,
The word He has spoken shall surely prevail.
c.

His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
'Confirms His good pleasure to bring me quite through."

Ah! dear reader, how we feel the force and blessedness of these
truths, at the moment of writing! Here is our hope and stay,
amid all the dark and portentious surroundings-the covenant
faithfulness of a covenant and almighty and all-sufficient J ehovah !
There is, moreover, beloved, another fact which it behoves us not
to overlook. It is the inconceivably vast and important interest
which J ehovah Himself hath in His Church. Consider the gift of
that Church by the Father to Christ; the price which Jesus paid
for her redemption, even His own heart's blood; and the solemn and
intensely responsible pledge of the Holy Ghost to bring home the
blessings of that redemption-work to the every object of the
Father's lo,e and the Son's pUTchase; yea, and to conduct such
through all the kingdom of grace in the time-state of the Church
to the kingdom of glory, so that then, Jesus-having "seen of
the travail of His soul and been satisfied"-might exclaim, "Behold,
I and the children which God hath given Me."
When enabled, deal' reader, to take the3e high and hol.y grounds,
and to contemplate the infinite stake which J ehovah, in His Trinity
of Persons, hath in His Ohurch and people, how it tends to raise
us above the fears and disquietude-the turmoil and the travail-of
the wilderness, and causes us, in the midst of all, to triumph, as
did the immortal TOPLADY-

~.

"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
:IVlore happy, but not 1110re secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."

To return, however, to Jeremiah, and to consider the circumstances'
in which he said, "Unto Thee have I opened my cause." It would
seem, from the preceding verses of the chapter, that, in accordance
with the special character of his commission, which was to forewarn,
caution, and denounce, he had been smitten by "Pashur, the son of
Immer the priest, who was also chief governor in the house of the
Lord," because of the fearless and faithful manner in which he had
prophesied to all the people assembled in the courts of the Lord's
house, of impending judgments.
Although not dealt with in the same way, by being committed to
prison, or their feet fast bound in the stocks, in the present critical
K
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condition of our own Ohurch and nation, yet the faithful servants of
the Most High are only, as it were, one remove from this state of
things. They are held up to the scorn and ridicule of their fellow
men by such as are willing to respond to the appeal, '" Speak unto
us smooth things, prophesy deceits." Such intruders into the
priest's office perfectly detest and abhor those who would fain warn
their fellow-sinners of the awful precipice upon which they stand.
Those who are seeking in every possible way to unite the Church
and the world, to pander to the fleshly taste by a sensational
(so-called) religion, and to gratify thc proud heart of man by a
system of will-worship, must necessarily feel indignant with those
who endeavour to strip off the tinsel of such mimicry of godliness, and
mockery of Him of whom it is declared that" God is a Spirit, and
those who worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in truth."
"'Yell did Dr. WATTS long ago say" The painted hypocrites are known
By the disguise they wear."

We maintain that such is the natural hostility of the carnal
mind against the creature-humbling truths of a Gospel which
lays the Spirit-taught soul low in the very dust of self-loathing
and abasement before God, that the opponents of such Gospel
would stop at nothing (were it in their power), in order to
oppose, to resist, to crush the ad,ccates of truths which are so
humbling and hateful to the pride and self-sufficiency of the
unregenerate heart. And the more prominent and zealous and
active such opponents, the more deadly their spleen against
those who are under the constraining power of' higher and
holier principles. Under the influence of a seared conscience,
and prompted by the great enemy of souls, in his deadly antagonism against vital Christianity, men in past ages ha,e gone
to the extremest lengths (as the page of history but too plainly
proves) in their persecution even unto death of the ad,ocates of
a religion which consists not in mere outward form or ceremonial,
but in the deep-rootedness of a Spirit-inspired and hear felt ,itality.
Upon the same principle, if once the restraint is withdrawn,
and the same latitude is given as in days of old, the former yenom
will reappear, and the same deadly persecution will obtain the
mastery.
We find that, when Pashur "brought forth Jeremiah out of
the stocks," that the latter (utterly regardless of personal safety)
in the most faithful and fearless way addressed and upbraided
him: "Then said Jeremiah unto him, The Lord hath not called
thy name Pashur, but Magor-missabib. For thus saith the Lord,
Behold, I will make thee a terror to thyself, and to all thy friends:
and they shall fall by the sword of their enemies, and thine eyes
shall behold it: and I will give all J udah into the hand of the
king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive into Babylon,
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and shall slay them with the sword. Moreover, I will deliver all
the strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and all the
precious things thereof, and all the treasures of the kings of J udah
will I give into the hand of their enemies, which shall spoil them,
and take them, and carry them to Rtbylon. And thou, Pashur,
and all that dwell in thine house shall go into captivity: ancI
thou shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt die, and shalt
be buried there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou hast
prophesied lies" (Jer. xx. 3-6).
Header, it is worthy of note how the Lord stands by His servants, in times of peril or special extremity. How He encourageg
and emboldens them! With what perfect fearlessness He possesses them, and how, for the time being, they are made altogether indifferent about their own personal interests or security!
Whilst" strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might," they
become, as it were, absorbed in love, zeal, and intense ardour and
solicitude for their Lord and Master. In vindication of His
honour, in a desire to promote His glory, in a fervent wish to
further the iuterests of His kingdom, self and the creature are
left out of the question. "The kingdom of God and His righteousness" is the all-engrossing, all-absorbing theme with those
whom the Lord has mu.de honest and "faithful unto death." Ah!
how such, for the time being, and whilst thus in the Lorcl's
strength engaged in His battles, can defy death itself, as well as
dangers! They are, at such times and seasons, under an inflmmce
and power which causes them to forget everything but the Lorel
Himself and His kingdom and glory; and, whilst under this
holy influ9nce and divine power, how amply are they repaid, even
now, for all they may be called to suffer or to sacrifice. How is
every loss compensated, and under every cross how are its bearers
sustained, whilst the Lord Himself infuses strength, vouchsafes
courage, and whispers His many and precious "Fear nots," and
His "I am with thee."
And if such, dear reader, be the case in the midst of the
conflict-in the very heart of the battle-field, whilst yet the enemy
if.! waging the most deadly warfare, and bringing all his combined
efforts to bear in his formidable onslaught--what will be the
peace, what the joy, what the satisfaction, when, with the conflict
o'er, and the victory wou, the Lord Himself, amid all the bright,
the blessed, the most glorious surroundings of the upper and
better world, shall pronounce from His own most gracious lips the
",Vell done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord"?
The doom pronounced upon Pashur was certainly fearful in
the extreme; and, when the reason assigned for that doom is
cunsidered, namely, the "prophesying of lies," how well may it
cause all such as those of whom the prophet afterwards speaks
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to tremble where he says, "I have heard what the prophets said,
that prophesy lies in My name, saying, I have dreamed} I have
dreamed. How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets
that prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their
own heart; which think to cn.use My people to forget My name
by their dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, as
their fathers have forgotten My name for Baal." The prophet
adds: "Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that
steal My words everyone from ,his neighbour. Behold, I am
against the prophets, saith the Lord, that use their tongues, and
say, He saith. Behold, I am against them that prophesy false
dreams, saith the Lord, and do tell them, and cause My people
to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not,
nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people
at all, saith the Lord." Verily, it will be a fearful day of
reckoning by-and-bye, for those who are called to account for
"stealing words everyone from his neighbour," instead of going
forth, as professedly they do, with a "Thus saith the Lord,"
immediately from the Lord's own mouth, and by the Spirit's own
absolute teaching. Alas !alas! if we mistake not, there are
multitudes will come under this condemnation. They have sought
to be put into the priest's office for the sake of respectability,
influence, or profession, but never received a commission from the
Most High, with a "Go, speak My words unto them." Pashur
sought to please rather than to profit the people; he prophesied
smooth things, instead of 1'ight things: hence the sentence pronounced upon him by the prophet.
But oh, when he had delivered his message, then how does poor
Jeremiah sink back into himself, just as did Elijah before him;
so that neither the one nor the other should, in the least possible
degree, pride themselves upon their courage and boldne's, fearlessness and faithfulness. So it is with the Lord's ministering
servants, after some of their most blessed times, in regard to light,
liberty, or love, when they can in very deed adopt the language
of the Apostle Paul and say, ",Vhat mean ye to weep and to break
my heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die
at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." Ah! and have
not some found, by most painful experience, that, after some of
these precious seasons of enlargement and holy, heavenly enjoyment, they have wished to tarry in the wilderness for the purpose
of being further engaged in the service of so great and gracious
a Master, their faith has been so sorely tried, that they have been
ready to recall their wish and desire to tarry in such a wilderness
amid such sufferings and sorrows?
With respect, however, to the prophet's statement, "Thou hast
deceived me, and I was deceived," we have seen remarks tending
to soften it down, so as to render it less flagrant and objectionable.
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Some commentators say the word "deceived' may be rendered
" persuaded" or "allowed."";'
Now, personally, we would rather view the language as left upon
record in the Lord's own most holy Word. But, in so regarding
that language, we have no wish whatever to excuse or palliate it.
God forbid!
In and of itself it is perfectly unjustifiable. As
(if we mistake not) we intimated in our last, in contemplating the
prophet Jeremiah, or any other of the Lord's prophets, in their
weakness and waywardness, we trust that we should be the last to
speak lightly of, or look with indifference at, any of their words
or actions, in which the faithlessness or the frowardness of the
<lreatUTe was exhibited. No, we trust our mind is too deeply imbued
with that soul-humbling truth, "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin,"
to lead us to adopt any such course, or to come at any such
conclusions. OUT whole and sole object, in dwelling upon the
.sins and shortcomings of the Lord's servants, is to bring forward
plain and positive proof of the characters with whom our God has
ever had to do. Thus it is we seek to show how divine His
<JondeE:cension, how great His pitifulness, how marvellouslyforbearing His character. In elldeavoUTing to prove that the
Lord J ehovah has ever had to do with men of like passions with
<mrselves, we ,,-ant to be the humble instrument in His hand of
-drawing others to Him, in a contemplation of His willingness to deal
with poor sinners as such-lost and helpless and undone in themselves,
and standing in absolute need of that very compassion and patience
and longsuffering and mercy which He delights to exercise. Sure
we are that the more a sinner is led by the Holy Ghost into a
personal knowledge of sillllership, and the longer he remains in the
,school of Christ, the more intense will be his felt need of pattern,
proof, and example, that the Lord has had, in all times, to do with
such a poor, wayward, guilty, ill-and-hell-deserving wretch as he
feels himself to be. Yea, and he will discover too, that the longer
.and the larger he, as a recipient of mercy, has been and is, the
greater debtor to that mercy he is, and the more he will still have
to draw upon the bounteousness and the blessedness of mercy!

* Coverdale renders the passage thus: "0 Lord, Thou makest me weak,. but
·Thou refreshest me, and makest me stronD" aaaill. All the day long am I despIsed,
.and laughed to scorn of every man, becaus~I have now preached long against malicious
tyranny, and showed them of destruction. For the which cause they cast the word
{)f the Lord in my teeth, and take me ever to the worst. Wherefore I thought
from henceforth not to speak of Him, nor to preach any more in His name. ~ut
the word of th.. Lord was a very burning fire in my heart and in my bon~~, whlCh,
when I would have stopped, I might not. For why, I heard so many denslO.ns and
blasphemies, even of mine own companions, and of such as were conversant With me,
which went about to make me afraid, saying, Upon him, let us go upon him, ~nd
make him hold his tongue, that we may overcome him, and be avenged of him.
But the Lord stood by me like a mighty giant; therefore, my persecutors fell, and
could do nothing. And now, 0 Lord of hosts, Thou riahteous Searcher of hearts,
(which knowest the reins and the very hearts), let me s~e them punished, for unto
'.rhee I commit my cause."
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As he journeys on, and as he draws homeward and heavenward', the
more emphatically will he sing"A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing."

Reader, we know not what your views upon these all-important
matters may be, but daily experience more and more confirms us in.
them; and, whilst day by day we realise our need of mercy, we
rejoice in the fact that the more we examine the Word, the more
clearly and blessedly do we discover in that Word provision foe
meeting our state and condition in a way of mercy. Take, for
example, the precious verities contained in the fifty-fourth of Isaiab~
and do observe how it immediately follows the chapter in which
the ground of mercy is so richly and blessedly developed; yea,
in which the storehouse of love, blood, and salvation is unlocked,
and its doors opened for the admission of e,ery poor Spirit··
quickened and blood-redeemed sinner. Now, mark the seventh
verse of the fifty-fourth chapter: ".1:<-'or a small moment have I
forsaken thee, but with great mercies [observe this] will I gather
thee. In a little wrath I hid My face from thee."
Of course, this is speaking after the manner of men, because,
strictly speaking, there is not, nor can there be, the very semblance
of wrath in the loving heart of J ehovah towards one of His bloodpurchased people. Moreover, His hiding His face from their sins
is one thing, but His hiding His face from themsehes is quite
another. Again. His speaking of hiding His face from them is.
according to their apprehension. He meets them upon their own
grounds, for in reality. they are ever open to His omniscient gaze,
aye, and to His ineffable delight, too. Mark His words, in reply
to Zion's exclamation, "The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord
hath forgotten me;" "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that
she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? Yea,
they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have gra,en
thee upon the palms of My hands; thy lcalls ((re continually b~fore
Me."
Reader, does that savour of either forgetfulness or forsaking? But to return. "In a little wrath I hid :My face from
thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness "ill I have
mercy on thee. saith the Lord thy Redeemer. For this is as th~
waters of Noah unto Me: for as I have sworn that the waters of
N oah should no more go over the earth; so ha,e I sworn that I
would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains
shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not
depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of My peace be removed,
saith the Lord that hctth 1JWJ'CY on thee."
Here, therefore, you see, beloved, the lasting- and perpetual
bestowment of mercy. Mark the wording, "that hath mercy ou
thee;" not that "had," past time, but the ever-present now, "th8Jt
HATH mercy on thee;" and so rest assured it will be down to the
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very end of the chapter'-:'aye, to the latest moment of the time-state.
Well does the poet say" Prayer is the Christian's vital breath,
The Christian's native air;
His watchwO?'d at the gates of dectth ;
He enten heaven with pTayer, "

Upon what, then, we ask, is prayer grounded? Undoubtedly,
upon mercy! His last breath, in substance, if not in so many
words, is, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner! " We contend that the
longer he lives, the greater sinner he feels himself to be, and the
deeper his sense of the need of mercy. Why? Because he feels
what a debtor to that mercy he is; and the more he has drawn from
the storehouse of mercy, the deeper in debt he feels himself to be,
and the more heinous his sin and unbelief, in that he should ever
call in question the continuance and the consummation of that love
and goodness and mercy by which he has been upheld and brought
on and on, day by day, week by week, month by month, and year
after year, throughout a lengthened pilgrimage. Oh, how humbled
he is, when, some fresh lesson set before him, or some new trial
awaiting him, he finds himself at his old work again of calling in
question the wisdom, and the love, a.nd the faithfulness of his
gracious Leader, Guardian, and Guide, He is humbled in the
very dust before God-and well he may be-when he finds himself,
probably just at the 'end of his pilgrimage, calling the whole in
question as to its reality and its blessedness, because he cannot see
nor fcelliis way. Fool that he is, notwithstanding all that he has
been taught as to " walking by faith, and not by sight," he is seeking
at last to walk by sight and sense, instead of adhering to the old
line of things, and being content with J ehovah's own great and
gracious assurance: "I will bring the blind by a way that they
knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known ~
I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight.
These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them" (Isa. xlii.
16),
Reader, does not this "not forsake them" embrace the
condition and circumstances attendant upon the testimony, "Ye
have not passed this way heretofore"? Undoubtedly it does; but
mark, it is ,. the blind" led by an A.lmighty hand, in connection
with simple faith and trust, up to the very last-not by sight nor
sense! No, in no wise.
The prophet, however, after the strange medley of feeling of
which he had been the subject, giving at least mental expression
to the distressing exercises of his poor perturbed spirit and agonized
heart, exclaims, " Unto Thee have I opened my cause." A.s much
as to say, "However appearances may be against me, and notwithstanding the enemies by whom I am surrounded,. and thedifficultirs and dangers which beset me on every hand, still, Lord,
Thou kn. Jwest I have appealed to Thee. By Thee have I been
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led. At Thy bidding I have spoken. Under the constraining of
Thy power I have acted. 'Unto Thee have I opened my cause.'
I have consulted Thee. I have sought wisdom from on high. I
have adhered to Thy direction, 'Acknowledge Him in all thy
ways, and He will direct thy paths.' What I have said or done,
I have not said nor done of myself. The Lord Himself has been
my Guide and Counsellor, and with Him I leave myself and
cause."
Ah! reader,_ this. is a blessed state of things to be brought to.
Void both of sight and strength. Not a particle of power left.
Not a ray of light upon the path. Not a gleam of hope apparent.
Dense darkness. Dismal fears, gloomy apprehensions. "Whatwhat-what is coming?" Ah! now is the time to "stand still,
and see the salvation of the Lord." Forget or forsa,ke under such
circumstances? Impossible! His co,enant-His conquest-His
character-are at stake!
Ply the Lord, reader, if such be thy condition, with, " A.nd Thou
saidst, I will smely do thee good;" anel see if thou dost not
realize the preciousness of the declaration, "For the Lord shall
judge His people, and repent Himself for His servants, when He
seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or
left" (Deut. xxxii. 36).
"The soul that on Jesus lath leaned for repose,
He'll never, no, never, desert to his foes;
Th!\t soul, though all hell should endeavour to Ell!\ke,
He'll never, no never, no never forsake."

St. Luke's, Bedmiuster, Feb. 6, 18 O.

THE EDITOR.

"I WANT TO LOVE RnI MORE."-(A. L.)
My gracious God indeed I love,
His power and truth I daily prove
While waiting on life's shore;
Eut, when I think of all that He
Ras done, and does, for worthless me,
I want to love Him more.

To think He scaled me for His own
With that blest Spirit of His Son,
This makes my soul adore;
My Father He, and 1 His child,
Ah! yes, I feel Him reconciled;
I want to lo,e Him more.

'To think He chose me in His Son
()f old, ere moon, or stars, or sun
Earth's vast domain shone o'er:
Loved with an everlasting love,
'To Him I'd cleave, nor e'er remove,
I want to love Him more.

To think He l:eeps me by His power,
My Refuge in each trying hour
From sin and Satan's roar:
He will perform what He began,
He holds me up-He only canI want to love Him more.

'To think He caned me by His grace,
Subdued my will in His embrace,
And said, "Your sins I bore."
()h, washed in His most precious blood,
Accepted, clothed, made nigh to God,
I want to love Him more.

To think He tens me I am His,
And shall be with Him where He is,
When called from earth to soar:
Oh, depth of rich and sovereign grace!
Then, till I see Him face to face,
I want to love Him more.

R. S. M. A.
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" AFTERWARDS."

" Now no chastening for the p?'esent seemeth to be joyons, blOt grievous.nevertheless aftencwnl it yieldeth the peaceable fntit of j'ighteonsness nnto
them which are exercised thereby." -HEBREWS xii. 1l.
AFTER some days' wrestling with the Lord that He would direct my
thoughts ence more, that I might "handle the pen of the writer"
(Judges v. 14), aud, as I hear the" bleatings of the flock," be the
means of sending them a portion in due season, this one word
"ctftencards" seems to come with savour and power, as presented to
me in various aspects. I think of a black "afterwards," a barren
" [tfterwards," a base" afterwards," a blessed" afterwards," and a brilliant
"afterwards." lVIay the Lord the Spirit make the flowings forth from
each of these points to become pregnant with importance, as well as
fraught with comfort to those who are on the track of the tried and
tempted.
And, fir3t, we think of n blnc7c "aftenoa?·ds." " I was envious at the
foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. I have seen them
like a green bay tree." The nipping frost of adversity has stripped
all surrounding trees of their buds of promise, hut the bay tree
remains sturdy and strong. So with the wicked. "They are not in
trouble as other me.n: they have no bands in their death, and their
strength is firm." Trouble seems not to touch them, and they know
nothing of "the plague of heart" the children of God are subjected
to. "Pride compasseth them about as a chain," and they dare even
to "set their mouth against the heavens," exclaiming, "How doth
God know 1 and is there knowledge in the lVIost High 1" Their boast
and bravil,do amazed me.
I thought, "1'\Thy does God permit it 1
Here I am 'chastened every morning,' while they are chattering all the
day." "IVhen I thought of these things, it was too painful for me :
lmtil I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their
~md."
I saw, in the calm of worship and the clearness of the truth
(If God, the joyous happiness that is in store for the righteous in a
brighter and better 'world-the blessed "afterwards" of the tried, yet
triumphant Christian-and, on the other hand, the misery of the
wicked, for "the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end
(If the wicked shall be cut off." So did I see how they are "hrought
into desolation as in a moment; they are utterly consumed with
terrors." Their very image is despised. Oh, the mercy and goodness
of God, who has saved us from such a black "aftenva-rds"! Let me
never more call in question His personal discipline and all-wise
.direction. I should not like my image to be despised: but again and
again have I seen this to be the case with the ungodly. "Bury him
{jut of my sight. He was a bad man, a grasping man, a sinful man.
His children rise up and curse him." Oh, whatever the people of God
have to pass through, their image is not despised; nay, it is
embalmed in the memory of fellow Christians, and, above all, it is
precious in the sight of Christ. Thank God, a black "afterwards'~
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does not await His tried and tempted children.
Job uses a striking
expression concerning the portion of a wicked man with God. He
says concerning the end of such, "Men shall clap their hands at him,
and shall hiss him ont of his place."
I dare say, with us, the reader pictures sometimes the scene of one's
death. Relatives have gathered around the bed, and are watching the
flickering of the candle of life in the poor frail tenement; and, when
the breath has at last ceased, and all the dread paraphernalia of death
is carried out, then comes the summoning of relatives and friends, and
the bearing of OUT lifeless form to the silent grave. Oh, I should not like
to be "hissed out of my place." On the contrary, it is no slight consolation to think that, at all events, they will say, "He was a lover
of Jesus, a searcher of the Scriptures, a Christian man." The humblest
Christian need not fear that he will be "hissed out of his place."
But to proceed. ,Ye think of a barren "after/canIs." I am persuaded that there is a great deal of hollowness in much of the religion
of the present day. Meetings are arranged for incessantly. Multitudes
press into them as if they were going to a theatre. Something sensational is required always by the multitude, and yerily they have it.
A hymn highly flavoured with creature action is given out. It may
be spiced with a little of the work of the Spirit, but, in the main, it
proclaims "the covenant of works."
This goes down glibly enough,
haying the effect of working up the people to a pathetic frame of mind,
Then comes the orator. Hell and damnation are flung about till one's
very blood tingles in one's veins. Then follow what are called Gospel
appeals: " Come now;" "Jesus waits with open arms; " "He is beseeching
you to come;" "Accept Him now." Full of sensation, and moved by
creature feelings, the hearer says, "Yes, I will. I "ill take Him now;"
and, inflated with the act, makes a confession, and is said to be converted on the spot. But what about the "afterv;ards"? ,Ye do nc,t
hesitate to declare that mostly it is barren and unfruitful.
The
basis is wrong, and the superstructnre will fall.
God forbid that
we should gainsay any work that is of the Spirit; and there may
be, in the midst of that which we refer to, some germs of reality;
but I am persuaded that, in the main, such a work is pot tp he
depended upon, and I know mauy cases where it is turned to a
barren and unsatisfactory "afterwards," and "it happeneth uuto them
according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit
again, and the sow that was washed to her "alio"ing in the mire."
And then, to look at a barren "afterwards" in connection with the
religion of the day in another aspect, as well as Revivalism there is
Rit'ualism-the introduction into the English Church of doctrines, vestments, and usages which our Reformers repudiated three hundred year:s
ago, as well as all manner of novelties imported from the apostate
Church of Rome. Oh, is it not perfectly humiliating to think that
within the pale of the Church of England there should be witnessed
the elevation and adoration of the bread and wine in the Holy Communion, the mi.'Cing of water with the wine, lighted candles on the
Lord's table, processional banners, with pictorial representations of the'
Virgin Mary and different saints; auricular confession, crossings, bowings, and prostrations, and other strange and Christ-dishonouring obse>:
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vances, the result of which has been to metamorphose the English
service, and to assimilate the doctrines and worship of the Church of
EnO"land to those of the Church of Rome 7
:Now, the "afterwards" of an false systems of religion cannot be
satisfactory. The lamp of profession, however brightly it burns for a
time, must go out, because there is no oil therein, which reminds us
of this fact, that no religion is worth possessing that does not commence
and is not carried on by the work and power of the Holy Spirit; nor
shall we ever know anything savingly of Christ and His great salvation
without that power. Even John the Baptist, the harbinger of our
Lord and favoured servant of the Most High, did not know Christ till
the Holy Spirit revealed Him, as he himself asserted: "And I knew
Him not: hut He that sent me to baptize with water, the same said
unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remainil1g on Him, the same is He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.
And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God." May it ever
be ours, dear reader, to honour the work of the Spirit. N ever was
there a day whEll we had greater need to "try the spirits," and see
it they are of God, and to look well to the foundation of our hope.
Upon this point, I have been much struck with a definition met with
of that mistaken passage, "And I say also unto thee, that thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build My Church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it." Saul had his name changed for Paul
-a name expressive of his later '\lork as "building or edifying the
Church." The Lord said unto Peter, "Thou shalt be called Cephas,"
by interpretation, "rock founded," or, "rock anchored "-a name harmonizing with a fisher's occupation. Neither Peter nor Paul was the
rock
Christ was the Rock, "and thou, Peter, shall be anchored
to BIe." Oh, how precious and safe is such an anchorage!
" Founded nn Christ, secure we stand,
Sealed with His Spirit's inward seal;
We soon shall gain the promised land,
Triumphant o'er the powers of hell."

We do love this thought, "anchored to 1I1e." 'Whether the passage wil1
bear this rendering or not, the fact remains the same-that the child
of God is anchored to Christ-a safe coupling which will never break.
And now, having dwelt upon the black "afteruanls" which awaits an
ungodly course, and the barren "afteruxml,s" which attends all false
systems of religion, let us come to the exper;ence of the children of
God; and we must, to be faithful, even ref 8f to an unpromising
aspect in the way of conduct experience'], wbir,h we must call {L base
" afterwards." • ,Ve will explain what W8 mean. A servant of the
Lord was brought into a great strait. God had greatly favoured him
with divine help, and placed him over His chosen people Israel. But
now the position he was brJught into was one of imminent peril, and
his felt weakness was increased on account of the sins of the people.
There came some and told him that there was coming up against him
"a great multitude" of his enemies to battle. Humanly speaking,
there was no help for him; but, fearing the Lord, again he looked
for that divine help which had been so abundantly grauted him heretofore. The Lord directed him what to do: "Be not afraid nor dis-
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mayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not
yours, but God's. To-morrow go ye down against them: behold, they
come up by the cliff of Ziz.
Ye shall not need to fight in
this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of
the Lord." And what was the result of the morrow's unfolding 1
Most remarkable. They did go down, as the Lord directed; but,
instead of fighting, the Lord did all the work for them, as He had
promised; and, while His servant "appointed singers unto the Lord,
that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before
the army, and- say, Praise the Lord, for His mercy endureth for
ever! the Lord set ambushments," and worked for them in such a
remarkable way that the enemy was completely routed and defeated.
Now, of course, one would calculate that the effect of such goodness and divine favour would make His servant ever after ',alk near
to God, and earnestly desire to please Him in all things. Alas! it
was far otherwise, and we must point to those painful words, "And
after this did J ehoshaphat, king of J udah, join himself with Abaziah,
king of Ierael, who did very wickedly:
and Eliezer prophesied against him, saying, Because thou hast joined thyself with
Ahaziah, the Lord hath broken thy works. And the ships were
broken, that they were not able to go to Tarshish." This is what
we call a base "afterwards!' on the part of the servants of God.
Just one other case. Another servant of the Most High was" sick
unto death," and a prophet was sent to tell him, "Thus saith the
Lord, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live."
. Prayer in his case also "as resorted to, and so successfully that we
are told, "Thus saith the Lord, the God of Dayid thy father, I
have heard thy prayer, I haye seen thy tear-: behold, I am come
to heal thee) and I will add unto thy days fifteen years." Remarkurely those fifteen years will
able and wondrous experience this.
be spent wisely and well; but, alas! again it was otherwise.
,Ve
point to more painful words: " But Hezekiah rendered not again
according to the benefit done unto him, for his heart was lifted np:
thel'efore there was wrath upon him, and upon J udah and Jerusalem."
It is true it was afterwards removed on account of his humbling
himself again; but here is the point-that, with all the fa, om, mercy,
and goodness of God, such is the treachery of the human heart,
that often a base "afterwards" follows where one would think it must
be all living to His glory. The fact is, the lesson we learn from
all this is that, while ml1' God is faithful, our heart3 are false, and we
cannot trust to self for a single moment of the Christian life.
,Vell , enough of this base "afterwards." We gladly turn to what
we may call a blessed "{tfterwards," such, for instance, as is set forth
in om passage: "Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be
joyous, but [grievous: nevertheIess~ afterward it yieldeth the peaceable
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." Mark
this expression, "exercised thereby." Some render it, "trained up
in." Ab! such training up in the school of affliction is far from
joyous, and ofttimes very, very grievous. The chastening undoubtedly
does cause pain and sorrow to the suffering one, and, at the time,
God's dealings seem inexplicable. We cannot understand the why
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and the wherefore of it all; still the training goes on. Deep calls
unto deep, and billows roll over us which threaten well-nigh to destroy
mind and body. Then, again, at such times it seems as if the Lord
had allowed Satan a looser chain, that he might the more readily
cast his fiery darts at us; and, perhaps, what seems to be worse
than all is, that at this very time of distress, when we have the
greater need of the light of His countenance, he withholds Himself
apparently, and seems to turn a deaf ear to our pleadings and cries
at the throne of grace. "The heavens seem as brass over our heads,
and the earth as iron under our feet." W'ell, all such chastening is indeed
"grievous," and hard for flesh and blood to bear; yet, with it all,
there still stands the covenant promise connected with such training up :
"Nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which a.re exercised thereby."
And it occurs to us that the after-fruit shows itself in three waysfirst, in seeing that the very chastisement endured is a token of a
Father's love; second, an evidence of sonship; and, third, it works
.
for our spiritual good.
'Ve say the after-fruit shows itself in bringing us to see that chastisement is a token of our heavenly Father's love, "for whom the Lord
loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth."
Such a process is far from fiesh-pleasing, and needs great grace to support while under it. Yet are the advantages precious, for I have
known the sting of the world to drive to the sweetness of Jesus, and
the shafts of the enemy to the refuge of the soul; the "thorn in the
flesh" to triumphs by the way.
Again, it is an evidence oj sonship: "For if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons."
No new birth, no royal sonship; no regeneration, no mansion above;
no heirship, no heaven.
Oh, never may we murmur at the chastisement, chiselling and chipping, that makes us polished stones in the
spiritual temple of our God!
And then such chastisement 1iJo'r7~s fm' uur 5pirit'ual good, its tendency
heing to humble us. As the "certain Man, clothed in linen "-indeed,
none other than the Lord Jesus Christ--said to Daniel, "0 Daniel,
a man greatly beloved, fear not; from the first day that thou didst
set thine heart to understand, and to chasten [or humble] thyself
before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy
words."
..ind his humbling 2J1'ocess will appear in various ways. For instance,
the child of God has set his heart upon something. It seems desirable,
Its possession may also
and productive of happiness and comfort.
appear consistent with our religion, but we gain it not. As a friend
said the other day, "I say 'Yes,' but God says 'No!'" so things
crop up to completely cross the purpose and desire. It may be, years
roll on with the desire dill cherished, but the heart sinks with the
hope deferred; but there comes a crash, a crisis, a climax. The mystery becomes cleared up. Vve see that, if our desire had been gained,
evils would have arisen which had never been calculated upon. " Our
God is right after all." "The law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
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Moreover, by them is Thy servant warned: and in keeping them there
is great reward."
'But, again, with regard to this humbling process, sometimes the child
of God finds himself tc.lking to God thus: "Precious Lord, wilt Thou
uphold me 7 The position is too difficul~ for me to master; it thoroughly
beats me. I can only fall back upon Thy di-v-ine sovereignty and power,
remembering Thine own promise, 'I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee.' 'Grace, grace, Lord!' will ever be the cry of Thy children."
But the "afterwards," how blessed!
'When the cry has found the
craving, when the matter has been cleared up, "hen the helpless one
has been helped through by the power looked to, what maturity is
gained! The time to keep silence has burs~ into the time to give
praise. The Lord Himself has calmed the sighing, and put in one's
hear~ the singing, even praise unto our God.
0, in all the Lord's
dealings with us, however apparently severe, i is sometimes sunshine
with the soul, and praise overcomes pain.
I cannot help thinking that the afflicted Job, "i h all his despair
under the pressure 'of accumulated. trial, yet had streaks of light in
his experience in the consideration of the "aftIJrwa1'ds;" for, although
we find him wishing "that it would please God to destroy him, and
that He would let loose His hand, and cut him off," yet he says
at another time, "All the days of my appointed time will I wait,
till my change come;" and, again, with all his desire to be relieved
from his trials by the hand of death, he yet exclaims, "The righteous
also shall hold on his way; and he that hath clean hands shall wax
stronO'er and stronger." So also he rises to a firm hope with regard
to tl~e fLlture, which he expresses in those "ell-known words, "For
I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the
latter day upon the ear~h: and though after my skin "orms destroy
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God;" and we know, with
all that he passed through-depths indeed of sorro" "hich few
have to fathom-yet i~ was, even in this world, a blessed "afterwards," for "the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before."
In all this, what a striking type Job seemed of the Lord Jesus
Christ! Rich, he became poor. Satan enyied him, hated him, and
tempted him. He was, too, affiicted, forsaken re,iled, persecuted,
and yet, after all, rose to glory. Dear tried and tempest-tossed
Christian, remember the Lord's "twice a.s much." I do not say
that all losses and crosses He will make up in pounds, shillings,
and pence; but the spiritual blessings in storc shall fill up all voids
and emptyings, and, over and above all this, the "eternal weight of
glory"-this of itself will make up for all losses aud crosses.
But, before we refer to this "eternal weight," a word or two more
concerning our experience of a blessed "after"ards" in this time-state,
even the blessed "afterwarcls" of a Ch1'istian's life, as age C1'eeps on. It
may be that, as time speeds, cares increase, and the moments of calm
thought are few and far between; yet the child of God does know
what it is to be inwardly and secretly feeding upon Christ, and there
is a quiet growth and maturity going on which is blessed and invaluable. Two things tend very much to bring to this-ct sweet assnmnce
of our safety in Christ, and a realisation of our adoption. With regard to
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bringing one to a sweet assurance of their eternal safety, I am sure
the diligent use of the means of grace and searching the Scriptures
"ill tend to this, when~ the Spirit blesses the same. "Such as arc
planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our
God. They also shall bring forth more fruit in their age, antI shall
be fat and well-liking." Of course, there are many of the Lord's
dear people who are deprived of this privilege, for to them the house
(If Goel is turned into "a den of thieves," and they cannot he found
in such haunts. Gladly would they attend diligently the means of
grace and' faithful preaching of the \V ord, but it is not within their
reach. ,Yhere sucQ is the case, or there is a lack of health, I have no
doubt that the Lord Himself will by other means bring, sooner or
later, to the peaceful assmance referred to.
Then, also, the 1'ealis(ttion of OttI' adoption brings to hallowed peace;
and this is what in my own soul I love to feel-a precious standing
before God in Christ. Bildad, in his pretended, yet wretched comfort
for poor Job, asks, "How then can man be justified with God? or
how can he be clean that is born of a woman 1" He had not learned
the secret that we trust we have, dear reader, that the Lord "hath
not beheld iniquity in J acob, neither hath He seen perverseness in
15rae1." ,Yhy i Just because all the chosen race are justified in the
sigh of God, as Jesus stands forth as their Surety, and has made
Himself responsible for their sins. "In the Lord shall all the seed 0f
Israel be justified, and shall glory." May our God, then, grant that
we may be brought experimentally into a sweet assurance of our safety
in Christ, and the realisation of our adoption in the Beloved! This
will secme for us a blessed and peaceful "afterwards" in the later
days of life.
And now, finally, we think of a brilliant "aftel'wanls." That is it
remarkable expression which J olm the Baptist uses, concerning om
Lord: "Behold the Lmnb of God." Ah! how truly was He "the Lamb"
-the innocent and spotless "Victim-so meek and gentle in His
character, and withont blemish! And, to my mind, the expression
"Lamb of God" is very significant. He is only callr.d such in two
places in the Bible, and that in one chapter, namely, John i. verses 29
and 36. God had set His mind upon the lamb, as a fit emblem of
Jesus, from the very earliest ages of the Church's history. In Abel's
offering we see it; in the Passover especially, and in all the sacrifices
under the Levitical law; and, if 1\'e studied this emblem in its varied
uufoldings, we should see how truly was He "the Lamb of Goel."
But, if we look at Him in this character in connection with His
humiliation as the suffering Saviour, it will bring out the more forcibly
the brilliancy of His exaltation. Very little is given us of the early
days of Jesus. No doubt the Holy Spirit had a purpose in thus
drawiug a Yeil oyer them, therefore, speculations on such are irreligious
and painful; but, as Isaiah prophesied that He was "a Man of
Sorrows," or endure(l sorrows from manger to cross, and as ,ye t11ink
of His being "an Exile in Egypt," of "the carpenter's shop," and His
own assertion, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have
nests; but. the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head," we may
venture to believe that those early days of His life were passed in
L

146

The Gospel 1/1'agazinc.

silent and patient suffering. He was "the Lamb of God" before He
commenced His ministry on earth-yea, "the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world;" so, all through His earthly career, humble,
meek, and tractable, although, had He been iJleased to put forth His
Godhead power, He could have scattered His enemies in a moment.
"Thinkest thou," said He on one occasion, "that I cannot now pray to
My Father, and He shall presently give Me more than twelve legions
of angels? But how then shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it
must be?"
And then, if 'we view Him as the patient Sufferer, "led as a lamb to
the slaughter," treated as a malefactor of the worst kind; the holy,
harmless, and undefiled One, stripprd, scourged, spit upon, and yet
btaring all in "the majesty of silence;" subject to all the storm of
invectives from His enemie~, yet patiently enduring all their insults,
and then coming to all the horrors of the cruel death of crucifixion.
1¥e are apt to Cl)' out "lYhy [JJJ tJJh J" Qv)' sa])-atiolJ is inroJJTec1
therein; and, having accomplished all to effect it, behold the brilliant
"afterwards." "A cloud receiYed Him out of their sight." He ascended
into the heayen of heayens as His disciples gazed upwards with
astonished wonder; and faith now sees Him, the glorified Redeemer,
who now "sitteth at the right hand of God."
And now to descend from Christ's brilliant "afterwards" to the
Christian's, for that will be brilliant too. The child of God has, at
the set time, become regenerated by the power of the Holy Ghost, and
made manifestly a member of the family of God. Sweet are his
early experiences, and precious his first loye; but no\y, as salt was
sprinkled over every sacrifice for purification, so must eHry elect yessel
of mercy be "purged \fith fire," aud this refining, purging, 2.nd parifying process will be very painful for flesh and blood to bear. Time would
fail us to point to the innumerable leadings of God's proyidence which
lJring this about. Each reader can fill up from the pages of his life's
history the various ways the Lord has taken to purge and purify him
-troubles, trials, adversities, bereavements, withholdings, crosses, losses
of all kinds-and yet, whatever may be their density and duration, the
Lord will bring out of them all, and they shall haye "Worked for the
eternal good of His child. Still, as we said, the purging and purifying process is hard to bear. But, dear reader, how sweet \fill be the
"afterwards," and the very distresses referred to \fill enhance the
future rest and peace!
I remember to have seen a touching representation of Ct calm after Ct
storm. Eyerything looked so placid and beautiful; ewn little children
were picking up seaweed on the beach, as if nothing had happened.
But who can picture the scene after the storms of life are over?
Clouds dispersed, a clear sky, a haven of rest, but faintly portray it.
We must gain the rest of heaven to really understand it. Dear fellow
Christian, does not the by-ancl-bye sometimes cheer us-cares all clean
gone, fears all vanished, fot's all under our feet, the tongue of ~he
oppressor for ever silenced? The cahn, too, of our eternal rest WIth
Jesus enjoyed not for a day, but for ever and ever! Oh, this blessed
and brilliant "afterwards"! How one's soul longs for it!
'VeIl, dear friends, surely this one word "afterwards" is pregnant
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with import. 'We have thought of the black "afterwards" of a godless
man, who, with all his life-gaiety and greatness, will find, at the end
thereof, his very image despised, and men clap their hands, and hiss
him off the platform of life. Then we have dwelt upon the barren
"afterwards" which follows all false systems of religion. The lamp,
however bright, goes out at the time most needed, because there is nt!
oil of the Spirit to keep it alive. Then we have referred to a painful
feature in the Christian's career, which we have called a base "after~va1'(ls," when, after so much mercy granted, ingratitude is displayed,
proving that, while God is faithful, our hearts are faithless. Then we
have dwelt more largely on the blessecl "afte1"lCCLrds" set forth in our
pa~sage, "the peaceable fruit of righteousness" following affiictions
which at the time are grievous and hard to bear; and then, lastly, to
that brilliant "afte1'lvanls" that is experienced by Christ, and will be
by His followers by-and-bye who, having been partakers with Him of
His sorrows, shall be of His joys.
vVhat a momentous matter is the ElBd of one's career! Some are
ea'iy about it, others appalled at the consideration. Oh, may it be ours,
dear reader, to gain the assurance concerning it similar to that of
Paul's, when he said, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousnesS'; which the Lord, the righteous J ndge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love His appearing." With such a prospect, such a hope, we
may well sing" The future is hidden, but fear not;
'Twill bring nought but blessing to thee;
God's presence will cheer all the darkness;
Himself thy rich portion will be.
" Though clouds are now looming above thee,
And rugged the path to thy feet,
Be patient-the Lord doth but tarry,
And, ere long, thy rest will be sweet."
Burton-o;~-Trel1t.

G. C.

THOUGHTS ON VISITIi\G THE ISLE OF WIGHT.
'YE wander where the Lord Himself hath trod;
For here we trace the foohteps of our God;
In hills and dales, and trees and flowers, we see
The indication of His majesty.
o God of nature! here, upon Thy earth,
We worship Thee, who ga,e all creatures birth.
Surrounded by Thy works of skill, we raise
A song of reverence, gratitude, and praise!
And, while we muse, a still voice seems to say,
"This world, though beautiful, must pass away.
'Tis all too mean and sordid for the abode
Of ransomed and adopted sons of God."
o God of grace, we laud Thy wondrous love,
Which gives us, with Thy Son, a world above,
And makes us, by renewing grace divine,
N at only worshippers, but sons of Thine.

J.

HAJlIMOND.
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ESTABLISHME~T.

THE 'Vord of God declares, "Blessed is he whose transgression if!
forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord
imputeth not iniquity." The believing reader either can put his sea}
to this testimony, or it is his earnest desire so to do. The Apostle
quotes these words of the Psalmist as applicable to the case of Abraham,
who received the blessedness of justifieation without the deeds of the
law. The promise given to faith he staggered not at through un belief,
"being fully per,maded what God had said He was able to perform."
In viewing this important subject a little closer, as applicable to th
children of God, it is not out of place to glance at the opinions
commonly entertained with regard to certainty as to personal interest
in salvation. There are many Christian people who would not for
worlds assert that man has any power or free·will ability in the
matter of regeneration, or to come to Christ and take the first
step in the divine life, or in any ivay, directly or indirectly, get the
advance of God toward the kingdom of grace. They are sound and
clear upon this important point, that God mnst begin with a sinner,
or no sinner will ever begin with God. So far so good; but here they
stop, for when it comes to the Spirit of adoption, whereby the believer
cries, "Abba, Father," they turn to the deeds of the law, take this
matter out of the hands of the Spirit, and lay the burden, weight, and
responsibility of the liberation of the soul upon the belie;-er to work
out and maintain; thus the sovereignty and di,'ine power that they
freely admit in the act of regeneration, they deny or cancel in the
matter of adoption. The commonly-received idea with many is, that
the believer who is the subject of the new birth is set up with a
stock in hand by grace, and it is bis work to make use of this capital
for his enlargement and enjoyment of Gospel mercies-to him is committed a spiritual power, and tbis power he can and ought to use for
the benefit and comfort of bis soul. This affords a wide opportunity
for creature ability to disport itself, and pusb lllan into the office which
the Holy Ghost alone can perform.
Say some-and we quote the head masters of this school-" Sin must
be put away first of all." "And which of the thm/S(wd?" was the telling
inquiry of a poor trembler in Zion who, aboye all things upon earth,
desired to know he was a saved soul.
Says another authority, "First of all you ha,e to seek, to learn, and
then to hold fast."
This is plainly law, and not Gospel.
Another and an easier remedy proposed is on this wise: "The
Gospel which is preached in the New Testament is not-you must
believe that Jesus of Nazareth is your Christ, y01.t1' Saviour, but that
He is the Christ, the Saviour; and, if you believe that, you have a right
to look upon Him as your Saviour." This may suit a surface religion
arrd an unsound experience, but the living children of God will not
rest satisfied with the loose generality of such a persuasion as this.
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Anotlaer authority of note says: "To know my sins are forgiven,
and to feel they are forgiven, are two different things. The right
way to settle whether our sins are forgiven is to refer to the ,V ord
of God alone. I must take God at His word. I must believe that
what He says is trne." This is simply a Sandemanian faith, which,
by the exercise of the natural mind, receives the 'Word in the letter,
without any reference to the Spirit of God.
Another writer of note comes down upon the poor bondaged
believer with a very heavy blow. He says: "Remember what you
call your .innbility, God calls your guilt; and that this inability is a
wilful thing. It was not put into you by God, for He made you
with the full power of doing everything He tells you to do.
That inability of yours is a fearfully wicked thing. It makes you
more like the devil than anything else." This is to strike the dying
d.ead.
But it is needless to multiply extracts and repeat arguments, only
too well known to the people of God, which are proved to be of
:man by their failure to produce the intended result. They are all based
upon the foundation of Arminianisl11, the hidden or exposed object
of which is, to place in the sinner a power which belongs to God alone j
but "a man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven."
This class of divines, when argued with, readily say, "Of course we
know that. lITe belie\'e it is the Spirit's work as much as you do."
Then, it may be asked, why is His po\)er practically denied 1 Why
is the office of the Holy Ghost excluded from the important work
of liberating bondaged souls 1 and why is truth crushed under the
weight of error 1 The fact is, "with the heart man believeth," and
"out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." A sound
experience makes a sound divine j and those who are taught of the
Spirit and led by the Spirit have the promise of Christ fulfilled in
the heart, "When He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide
you into all truth:" and the proof is, "He shall glorify Me, for He
shall receive of Mine, and show it unto you j " and, when this is done,
divine truth becomes a matter of personal experience.
The covenant of grace inclndes the complete salvation of the Church
of God from first to last. Its plan, its pp,rformance, and the Spirit of
adoption realized is as much the purpose, promise, and gift of God, as
the call of the sinner from darkness to light by regeneration. "This is
the work of God that ye believe j " and every stage and degree of faith,
f~'om the first feeling of sin and o-uilt to the last hallelujah uttered
this side the grave-every peti io~, every sigh, every song-is alike
produced in the sonl by the Holy Ghost. The covenant of grace
secures the office-work of the Spirit of God on behalf of every elect
sinner j and the terms are thus declared in Holy 'Writ, "I will" and
"they shall." All that is requisite for the peace, enjoyment, and salvation of the child of God is a matter of divine decree j and this is
the good news revealed to faith in "the Gospel of the grace of God,"
that the same sovereign love and power that wrought out salvation
fDr the sinner will work in him all that is requisite to salvation, the
'end and the way being alike the covenant care of ,a covenant God
.and Father in Christ Jesus.
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The Spirit of adoption is declared in Scripture under vanous terms,
such as remission of sins (Acts v. 31); sealing of the Spirit
(2 001'. i. 22); witness of the Spirit (Rom. viii. 16); Spirit of assuranc'e, which in the 'Word is spoken of as three-fold-" assurance of
understanding" (001. ii. 2); "assurance of hope" (Heb. vi. 11);.
"assurllllce of faith" (Heb. x. 22). In the Old Testament the same
blessing is revealed as "pardon" (Micah vii. 18); and in the New,
"forgiveness" (Eph. i. 14). It is called" the Spirit of liberty" (2 001'.
iii. 17), in allusion to the year of Jubilee, when the captives were
loosed and debtor.s were free (Lev. xxv. 9, 10). It is called "the
Spirit of truth" (John xv. 26), as the means whereby souls are set
at liberty, and "the Spirit of promise" (Eph. i. 13), to apply to the
soul words with power "that shall speak and not lie," and in due time
shall be fulfilled. The various terms given in Scripture to the same
truth are full of divine teaching; for the Spirit of God, in His office
as a Oomforter, is pleased to use one or other of these blessed Yarieties,
whereby the children of God are led into the experience of the grace
of the doctrines, though intellectually they may oyerlook the fact that
one embraces all.
It is a matter of co\'enant purpose and promise that all the elect of
God shall come under Gospel power, and that is heart teaching..
"All thy children shall be taught of God" is a "decree which:
altereth not; " but the Lord does not say how, when, and where
this is to be brought about. "It is the glory of a King to conceal
a matter;" and, as the plan is laid in divine sovereignty, so all the
issues of it are according to the sovereign \fill of God. Son~etime&
close upon regeneration, the Lord is pleased to bestow the blessing of
adoption. Sometimes the Spirit gently clears the ,"ay in the soul, and,
by opening up gradually tIns priYilege, is pleased to giye to the
heart a sweet assurance of childship. Again, others are led long in a
dark and intricate path as to doubts about their safe y. This is their
paramount trial, whatever others they may have. "How will it bewith me at last 1 Where shall I stand at the great day of the Lord 1
" , What if my name should be left out
'When Thou for Thine shalt call? ' "
But the mourners in Zion shall not be forgotten of the Lord. They
may have a lifetime to wait, to weep, to pray; but, if it is not till
the closing scene, a faithful Ohrist will be true to His \ford, "I
will come again and receive you to Myself "-not as a criminal, but
as a child loved, pardoned, saved.
Mr. SilvE'r, of gracious memory, having long yi ited a poor woman
whose life was spent in mourning for this mercy, saw her for the last
time a few hours before her death, when, to his surprise, she welcomed
him in these words-" All my prayers came off last night in one minute.
Jesus came, and told me He had saved me with an everlasting
salvation, and I want no more now but to be with Him. ,,~, Many
" Reader, do specially mark the above. Moreover, with the beloved Mr. Si~ver'
himself the closing scene was all over in a few minutes. From the time he retired
to his chamber till he was at home with his Lord was just twenty minutes. How
enviable !-ED.
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have a notion that, when once the Spirit of adoption is bEstowed, it
holds an unvarying place in experience. H3re again Arminianism crops
up, for it is as true of the enjoyment of this grace as of its bestowal,
that the Lord must preserve it from the attacks of the enemy, and
keep the belierer from evils that cause clouds to obscure the sunshine
of a happy assurance (Isa. xxvii. 3), for there is a rod in Zion for
those who walk contrary to their high and heavenly calling.
There are cases in the spiriturtl life of the Lord's favoured people who
have never been left to doubt as to their acceptance, and yet, even.
amongst suqh, there often is an army of doubts upon other thing",
that need to be dealt with in mercy and grace by the Spirit of God;
but very few are exempt from the attacks of the enemy as to their
interest in Christ, however clear and satisfactory it might have been
to the soul at the time when the Spirit witnessed to this truth in the
heart. Even on dying beds S3.tan has attacked some of the most
valiant and secure upon this point, a.ud whispered, as of old, in tho
ear, "Yea, hath God said?" Thus the testimony of the Spirit must
be renewed in the soul, and the "accuser of the brethren cast down,"
to the last by the sovereign power of grace.
The believer has continual need of establishment in the faithfulness of
God, in the matter of a Spirit.given assurance, and in the promises given
to faith as the belieyer travels homeward through a wilderness world.
A poor saint's Bib e being taken- up by an olel Gospel minister,
he asked the meaning of two letters that appeared in the margin"T. P." Her answer was: "These are promises given me by the
Lord in trouble.
So I put down 'T' for tried-and tried enough
I was about them, whether they would be fulfilled.
When, after
praying and waiting, the Lord broughc them to pass, I put the next
letter for 'Proved;' and, when I look at them, I can see it was all
of the Lord to give me the promise, the faith, and the deliverance."
The Lord's fm'oured people, who live upon the promises of God,
know feelingly they cannot command the use of them, however needful, and however exactly they may suit the case; n,nd, when given
by the Spirit, a death-stroke, to all appearance, is often put upon
them; and at other times they [,re swept out of the memory as
completely as if God never spoke them to the heart. 1,Vhy is this ~
It is to teach the inability of the children of God to retain the
blessing given, unless guarded by the Holy Ghost; to show them
their continuous need of the supply and support of the Spirit; to
lead them away from self-trust; to keep them poor and needy; to
make them know their righteousness is in Christ, and not in themselves; and that the same power which lays the first stone must
"bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings of Grace, grace
unto it!"
GOD works by contraries. His usual way of dealing with His
people is to lead them through weakness to strength; ignorance. to
wisdom; distress to safety; trouble to peace; the law to ChrIst;
sin and corruption to holiness; darkness to light; doubts and fears
to assurance; desertion to comfort; through the gates of hell to the
joys of heaven.
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FROM HEART TO HEART.-l\o. XXIX.

My DEAR MRS L--,-I have just been le-reading about Mrs.
Aylwin. Only tllink of your knowing her. . . . I am so taken
up with my troubles that I get very selfish; and, as they press upon
me in thick succession, I grieve to say too often the result is sitting
down, "folding my hands together, given to slumber." That is a spot
I havc no desire to be in, in order to learn experimentally those words
of sacred writ j yet my better judgment tells me that everything that
tends to debase self (lnd exalt the Lord Jesus is the teaching of the
blessed Spirit. HE never slumbers or sleeps-always alert on our behalf.
But, alas! must I be in a state of apathy which literally often ends in
sleep to learn this? I believe it. How am I otherwise to get the
fulness out of my Lord in this respect unless I go into the reality of
the want of wakefulness in myself? I know what you will say: "Ah!
you havc the same complaint as I have j but then you see and feel the
remedy. If I could but do that, I too should not be so desponding."
Certainly you would not., but then there is one thing to bear in mind,
and that is, God works to get Himself glory j and, if He is pleased to
keep one man at the pool o,er thirty years, while another is much
sooner recovered, this is to declare His sovereiO'nty, while the disease
in each oue plainly shows the mark of the gne family. Dissatisfied
with self we all shall, I hope, be till we "awake satisfied with His
likeness."
Two more texts I have had to go down into troubled waters to pick
up. I don't think I have written since I have passed through this
part of the wilderness, as it is not more than a month or so ago.
'When feeling deeply 'Wounded throuO'h some most unjust censure, and
coming from professors, the words ca~e-oh, that is not strong enoughit was my Lord that drew nigh and said, "The reproaches of them
that reproached thee are fallen on Me." Ob, how my heart was
melted! How my soul rejoiced at such a nnion and condescension of
my blessed Lord, to take my troubles so into His own breast! 'Yhat
a confirmation of "He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of Mine
eye."
How could I have got this treasure out of His cabinet, had I
. Hot hal'e been handled roughly by Satan and his crew I Ah! we
forget \Ye are often led into the presence of Jesus through this black
hand L he accused and beat down; but before such a crew we are
lHwcr spoken to, and, when they are departed, it is in words of kindness, "vVoman, where are thine accusers? Hath no man condemned
thee? &c.
. Go, and sin no more." Jesus will speak to us alone
of our sins. If you remember, He looked upon Peter ",-hen he was in
public, but did not speak his sin out j but this look was more than
words. There is something very precious in this tenderness of the
Lord towards us, as though He did not wish the sins of His Church
exposed to the ungodly world. But it is my grief that I have not
this feeling more for myself j but I have been so tried of late as often
t,o bring down censure on my religion, or rather, the want of it. It
has seemed the bent of the devil, especially after prayer to be kept,
tu make me say something I ought not. I ha,-e been ~o pro,:"oked
that I say an angel could not stand against it. 011e day m particular

Tlte Gospel .fI,lagazille.

153

I remember, I had been ill most earnest prayer to be kept meek and
}Jatient under provocation, as . Jesus set the example, and something
occurred as though the devil set on seven more devils and said, "I will
see you shall not hear and forhear." ,Vell, I got most rehellious, and
could not make it ont, as I thought, "Surely we may look for answers
to such a prayer." I went to chapel, and there I learnt in a hymn of
Berridge's what I never learnt before (see hymn· 300 in Gadsby's selection, beginning, "How simple are Thy children, Lord "). That hymn
describes me, in the second verse especially" For patience when I raised a cry,
Fresh burdens made me roar;
My foolish heart would then reply,
'For patience pray no more.'"

.,

The fifth anel sixth verses were new ideas to me, and I bless God for
that hymn.
Now I must give the other text learned in some measure. Mter
some time there came still more trouble, and, as I went to plead for
deliverance out of it, the thought occurred, "How cau such a rebellious
wretch lift up her heart to ask for favours? Alas! I cannot." But I
thought, "Jesus' righteousness out-tops my sins, so in His name I can,
though in my own I dare not." The Lord, I may say, answered me
and said, "He purchased gifts eYen for the rebellious." "Oh," I
-exclaimed, "what a Goel Thou art! Precious Jesus!" and I believed He
would come to our help, which He did.
Thus, dear friend, do I go on. I have had the same burden on and
()ff in this way for a long time. Your text, "By terrible things in
Tighteousness," &c., is therefore most suitable j but I must tell you I
-always looked for my hopes concerning my dear one to be brought
about in this way. He bas such a strong will, &c. ; and truly it is as
you say when Jesus says, "Come." Oh, we think it is to be like
walking on a smooth Turkey carpet, instead of on briers and thorns,
ups and downs, ins and outs j and I see so much nasty pent-up pride
in some foul corner of my own heart that needs to he turned out.
When it is not temporal pride it is spiritual pride, yet it makes me_
long more for the time when I shall drop this polluted hody and soar
above, where there is no sin.
There is a dear aged minister named Holmes who, till lately, has
written so full of faith, that I used to say he must be nearly ripe
enough to pluck. Well, I felt compelled to write and tell him how the
Lord h:cd spoken to me that word about "purchasinO' gifts even for
<the rebellious." Do you know, he was ill the yery s~me spot-faith
almost gone-could not see where help for temporal things was now
to come from, since his kind friend, Mrs. F--, bad had such losses
and could not assist him j and the words fell on the dear old man as
they had done on me, and never before did he see them in that
ight, though he had done so as regards salvation matters for the
1 suI.
I must now conclude this 10ll;g letter, my dear friend, from
Yours sincerely,
June 24th, 1866.
M. L. M.
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THE PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST.
" Unto you, therefore, which believe He is ]Jrecions."-l PETER ii. 7.
(Concluded from page 99.)

vVE observe next, that Christ is precious as the Head of His Church
(Ephesians iv. 15). The head is the residence of wisdom, the seat
of thought, the governor of the body; emphatically, the indispensable
member. Then, if any part of our body be in pain, it is the head which
complains. Again, as it is the highest part, the most prominent member,
so it sympathises with the inferior members of our body. How beautiful
and precious Jesus is as the Head of the Church! In Him all wisdom.
resides. Without Him the Church would be a lifeless, inanimate body;
indeed, all false Churches are this. They have no living head. A
dead form, a dead faith, a false Christ, suits the dead professor. Moreover, if any part of Christ's mystic body suffer, be it slightly, or be it
acutely, a pang reaches the Head: "In all thine affiictions He is afflicted!
Christ also is above all the Director of the mOYements of His Church.
Literally, if the hands attempt even the least thing, and the head be
not attentive, if the eyes and the thoughts be not employed as well,
what a miserable fail me is the consequence. Cut fingers, spOIlt furniture,
and other domestic disasters, all witness the need of the superintendence
of the head. Oh, how many fuilmes originate, how many difficulties
are caused, how many endeavours are spoilt" how much disappointment
is experienced, by the members of Christ's body endeavouring to act
without reference to the Head, which yet feels for, and sympathises
with, the pain resulting from this folly. Jesus is inYaluable, indispensable,
to direct the hands in their employ and the fee in their progres~.
Once more, as a Prophet, Christ is yery precious, anointed of the Lord
to teach and to preach (Isa. lxi. 1). See Him at Bethan'y "'ith the meek
and teachable Mary at His feet learning of Him" the one thing neetlful."
Look again at yonder mOlmt, and hearken to the gracious "l\ords that
fell from the Preacher's lips as He pronounced the Beatitudes and proceeded to deliver that divine discourse recorded in the fifth, si:'l:th, and
seventh chapters of Matthew's Gospel. Then from the silent hill-top
we accompany Him to the synagogue, and mark ho" He fulfils His
prophetical office there, as He unrolls Isaiah's inspired scroll, and therefi'om instructs the people concerning Himself Then follo"l\ Him into the
streets and lanes of the city, and, as the Messenger of the new corenant,
behold how He brings good tidings of sins forgi\en to one, the joyflll
news of peace bestowed to another, and to a third manifesting forth
His glory as the Messiah-healing the sick, casting out devils, opening
blind eyes, unstopping deaf ears, raising the dead, comforting mourners,
helping the helpless, curing the incurable, and instructing the ignorant.
He spent His whole life in showering blessings on all the truly wretched
and needy. Jesus Christ is " the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ;'
therefore, sinner, remember, "whatsoe'er thy age or case be," if, like
those we have alluded to, you really need Him to instruct you and teach'
you, this kind and gracious Prophet sweetly says "Lawn of JjI[e."
Again, He is precious as the Captain of our salvation, who directs the
field, and leads the troops onwards through all the changing vicissitudes of
the battle to certain and final victory. But the Christian warrior is not
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without his experience of temporary defeat. Sometimes the· armies of
doubts and fears, spoken of in Bunyan's "Holy \Var," take possession of
the soul, and, in the conflict with Apollyon, the sword of the Spirit may
be lost for a time, as Ohristian's was in the Valley of Humiliation, but
the promise stands: "Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall
overcome at the last" (Gen. xlix. 19).
" ,Ve shall be conquerors all ere long,
And more than conquerors too."
The Ohurch asks, "Who is this that cometh from Bozrah, with dyed
garments from Edom 1" It is Jesus, "mighty to save," returning triumphant from the wars, having made an end of sin, vanquished Satan,
abolished the power of death, and led captivity captive. Therefore,
poor, faint-hearted soldier of the cross, by virtue of the victory thus.
obtained for thee, by-and-bye the sword of battle shall be exchanged
for the palm of victory; the helmet of the warrior for the crown of
glory; the breast-plate of the battle-field for the shining robes of glory;
and the shield for the golden harp. \Vhat a blessed transition from
the din of the strife below to the music of the heavenly spheres above L
Oh, sweet will be the rest of the warrior, who, like the Apostle, "fights.
the good fight of faith," when his warfare shall be ended, the goal
May the Lord stir us up by His
reached, n,nd the 'ictory won!
Spirit that "e each may say, "I press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. iii. H).
In like manner Jesus is precious as the Physician, the King, the l\Iaster,
the Pearl of great price, the Bread of Life, the Rose of Sharon, the Sacrifice, the Priest, the Door, the Ark, and in ·many other offices which
"e have neither time nor space to do more than mention, but,
could we trace them out, in each we should see-which is the next
point3. The preciousness of His Charactel'.-In the perfect character of
Jesus one virtue shines forth most resplendently, and that is, His'
holiness. This is the distinguishing glory, not only of Ohrist Himself, but also of all who belong to Him. By virtue (Llone of His righteousness can they be righteous. By no other way can a sinner approach
God, for" without [this] holiness no man shall see the Lord" (Heb.
xii. 14). ,Vhen the exceeding sinfulness of sin is realized, the affections are drawn forth in a peculiar manner towards holiness. It wasthe great fact recorded in connection with the Head, and so it alsois in respect of each member: "Thou hast loved righteousness, and
hated iniquity" (Heb. i. 9).
It is quite possible that at first this
righteousness lllay be sought for by the deeds of the law, and for a
time the anxious, enquiring one may be wonderfully taken with fleshly
perfection, and mightily pleased with his own righteousness.
But
when, by the teaching of the Spirit, such an one is brought to prove
it is but a "filthy rag," he begins to look elsewhere. Sin is hated,
holiness loved and sought after, but not found until the eye is directed
to Jesus, and in Him the sinner finds that for which he has hithertCJ.
looked in vain. Thus the holiness of the Lord Jesus becomes the centra1
point of attraction, the delightful object around which the aspirations r
hopes, and wishes of the soul continually hover, and of which he is:
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made the happy partaker. It is "unto all and upon all them that
believe" (Rom. iii. 22). Though this is indeed the case that holiness is loved, yet the child of God not unfrequently finds the spirit
to be willing while the flesh is weak. He would do good, but evil
is present with him (Rom. vii. 21), and how to perform that which
he would he finds not. He discovers he has a heart "deceitful above
;all things," prone to wander from the Object of his affections, easily
entangled and drawn aside by "other loves." He mourns his faithlessness; but, reader, mark the adaptability of the character of Christ!
Though His chosen one is thus faithless, "faithful is He that called
you" (1 Thess. v. 25). Faithfully He performs His own promise to
those who are always leaving and forsaking Him-" I will never leave
thee nor forsake thee."
Moreover, contact with the world and the things of time and
SBn$e are not only apt to draw the mind aside, but there is often a
certain amount of defilement acquired, for who can touch pitch and
not be defiled, or walk through mud and not be bespattered i And
this, as was very appositely illustrated in the editorial of last August,
the poor children of God are prone to do ! Under such circumstances,
the child, in dismay at his filthiness and foolishness, can look with
hope at "nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness H He flies
to Jesus, the Lamb" without blemish and without spot" (1 Peter i. 19),
whose purity flowed forth in precious blood"And sinners plunged beneath that Hood
Lose all their guilty stains."

There is another delightful trait in the character of Jesus, and that
is, His zeal in His people's cause: "The zeal of Thine house hath
eaten me up" (John ii. 17); "Whose house are we" (Heb. iii. 6).
No trial W:lS too severe for Him to undergo, no suffering too great
to endure, no journey too long to undertake, no anguish too bitter
to bear, no enemy too strong to encounter, no death too ignominious
to suffer, for Him whose "delights were with the sons of men."
As far as their depravity carried them in sinning, so far His
zeal carried Him in suffering. He willingly, cheerfully, took up the
cross, bore their burdens, and "was wounded for their transgressions,"
for He "was clad with zeal as with a cloak" (Isaiah liy. 17). He
patiently and quietly endured the curse: "As a sheep before her
shearers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth" (Isaiah liii. 7). Oh,
blessed example! Since He endured so much in suffering for us, shall
tee murmur when called upon to suffer a little for Him 1
vVe might mention the condescension of Jesus, according to the gracious
declaration in Luke xxii. 27, "I am among you as one that serveth."
Yes; the lJlaster "took upon Him the form of a servant; He humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross"
(PhiI. ii. 7, 8). These words afford a glorious view of His lowliness,
humility, obedience, tenderness, and compassion. But we pass over
many things, and notice4. The preciousness of Christ in His Jl7ol'k.-It is a wonderful and
comfortable thought that Christ's labours on behalf of His people c)mmenced in the immense distance of a past eternity, before the world
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was, when J ehovah, according to Milton's fine representation, addressed
the assembled angelic hosts" 'Say, heavenly powers, where shall we find such love 1
Which of you will be mortal to redeem
Man's mortal crime, and die, the dead to save I'
He asked; but all the heavenly choir slood mute,
And silence was in heaven."

That work so dreadful that even the burning love of the seraphim
shrank from the task-that work too terrible even for the willing
obedience of the cherubim-that work too stupendous for the powers
of archangels-Jesus ~tndeTtook. Yes"In His highest work, redemption,
See His glories in a blaze,

...

I

Nor can angels ever mention
Ought that more of God displays."

Trace the performance of this mighty task through His life of obedience,
His death of shame. Hear Him cry on Oalvary's summit, "It is
finished!" The baJtle fought, the victory won; and His resurrection
from the dead was the seal, the token, the proof that "captivity was
led captive," the power of Satan for eyer destroyed, and the demands
of the law fully met.
View these amazing scenes, and then remember with holy delight and reverential awe that His labours of love
did not cnd here. He ascended up into the "heavenlies," and is there
engaged on His people's behalf, (1) in preparing a place for them
(John xiv. 2); (2) in interceding for them (Heb. iv. 14-, 1.5); (3) in
representing them as their High Priest (Heb. ix. 11); (4) in presenting
them to His Father and their Father, as they are gathered home to
glory (Jude 24). As the husband prepares a home for his bride, so
Jesus, thine Ishi (Hosea ii. 16), 0 believer, has ascended up on high
to make ready a mansion for thee; and, more than this, He took His
stand before the throne of His Father t·o intercede for thee. "He ever
liveth to make intercession for them that come unto God by Him"
(Heb. vii. 25). As thy Advocate, He represents thee; and yet a little
while, and thou shalt be "presented fa.ultless before the presence of His
glory with exceeding joy;" then, "as the bridegroom rejoiceth over
the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee" (Isaiah lxii. 5).
'When we commenced. this paper, "e proposed also to notice the
preciousness of Christ in His nlati{)n.ships; but, finding it would have
unduly extended our remarks, we have refrained, and submit these
few brief and imperfect hints upon a most important subject to our
readers' consideration, praying the Lord to bless them to the souls
of His troubled, tried, and tempted family, that their mourning may
be turned to rejoicing, and their sighing to singing, with Doddridge :" Jesus, I love Thy charming name,
"Tis music in my ear ;
Fain would I sound it out so loud
That heaven and earth might hear.
" Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels to Thee are i{3udy toys,
And gold is sordid dust.

Sleafonl.

"Oh, may Thy name upon my heart
Shed a rich fragrance there;
The noblest balm of all my wounds,
The cordial of my care.
"I'll speak the honours of Thy name
With my last labouring breath;
And, dying, clasp Thee in my arms,
The Antidote of death."

E. C.
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A CHILD OF LIGHT ,YALKING IN DARKNESS.
AN EXPOSITION OF ISAIAH
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page 93.)

Ill. And this leads me, in the last place, to notice the encouragements
'which the Lonl gives to such souls; "Let him trust in the name of the
Lord, and stay upon his God."
1. "Let him trust in the nmne of the Lord." And here comes in
sweetly the Lord's own example, as here recorded for his encouragement: "The Lord God hath opened Mine ear, and I was not rebellious,
neither turned away back I gave My back to the smiters, and My
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair. I hid not My face from
shame and spitting" (verses 5, 6). And what sufferings and darkness
could ever be compared to His? And had not He to complain of
unanswered prayer? ,Vhat mean, then, these "l\orus? "My God,
My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? 'Yhy art Thou so far from
helping Me, and from the words of My roaring? 0 :JIy God, I cry
in the daytime, but Thou hearest not; and in the night season, and
am not silent" (Psa. xxii. 1, 2). "Christ pleased not Himself" (Rom.
xv. 3). What then? "It pleaseu the Lord to bruise Him" (Isa. liii. la).
Then it pleased Him, "for," said He, "I do always those things
that please Him" (John viii. 29). Mark, then, His answer: "But
Thou art holy, 0 Thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel" (Psa.
xxii. 3). ,Vhat a glorious example to us! Let him, then, trust.
" Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace:
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."
"Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the e>idcnce of things
not seen" (Heb. xi. 1). It is taking God at His "IT 0 reI, despite all
"Trust in the Lord "lTith all thine
seeming contradictions to it.
heart; and lean not unto thine o"ITn understanding. In all thy
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths" (Prov.
Onr own "understanding" is by nature "darkened"
iii. 5, 6).
(Eph: iv. 18), and cannot, therefore, of itself lead us aright. "I am
the Light of the world: he that followeth nIe shall not "lTalk in darkness, but shall have the light of life" (John viii. 12). "For without
"Thou"ITil keep him in
Me ye can do nothing" (John xv. 5).
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, became he trusteth in
Thee. Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord J ehovah is
everlasting strength" (Isa. xxvi. 3, 4). Let him believe His promises,
let him stay upon His Word, let him rest in His love, let him expect
His blessing.
But "let him trust in the name of the Lord."
"The name of the
Lord," as we learn from Exodus xxxiv. 5-7, and other passages, is an
expression denoting the perfections of God, especially as they centre
and harmonise in J ehovah·Jesus, who is " the brightness of the
Father's glory, and the express image of His person" (Heb. i. 3); and
in whom" dwelletb all the fulness of the Godhead in a bodily form"
(Col. ii. 9); so that God does in effect say of Him what He says of
Zion, when that blessed One will reign there (Isaiah xxiv. 23),

"
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"This is My rest for ever: here will I dwell" (Psalm cxxxii. 14).
J ehovah-Jesus is God's rest., for all the infinite perfections of God
God's justice rests, for the sword of divine
now rest in Him.
justice was once sheathed in the heart of Jesus-" Awake, 0 sword,
against My Shepherd, and against the Man that is My Fellow, saith
the Lord of hosts: smite the Shepherd, a,nd the sheep shall be
scattered; and I will turn Mine hand upon the little ones" (Zech. xiii.
7). God's holiness rests, for it has been vindicated in Him-" For
if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God 7" (Heb. L'C. 13, 14.) God's
"holy, and just, and good," and righteous "law" (Rom. vii. 12) is
satisfied in Him-" The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness'
sake; He will magnify the law, and make it honourable," by His
Indeed,
spotless " obedience" to it (Isaiah xlii. 21; Rom. v. 19).
all the divine perfections rest in J ehovah-J esus j nay, the very heart
of God rests there.
And now He sets Him forth to us as our rest: "Behold the Lamb
of God, which taketh a,,,ay the sin of the world" (John i. 29).
"This is ~Iy dearly beloYed Son (c'tYCl"'77or), in \I'hom I am well
pleased; hear ye Him" pIatt. :s:vii. 5). Let him trmt, then, implicitly
in Him, for the very being and perfection of God forbid that He
should cast him off. "God is not a man, that He should lie; neither
the son of man, that He should repent: hath He said, and shall
He not do it 7 or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good 7"
(~um. xxiii. 19.)
"God, who cannot lie" (Titus i. 2), hath said
that we are to be "confident of this very thing, that He which hath
begun a good work in us, will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ" (l:' hi!. i. 6).
2. "And stay 'upon his God." And if we really" trust in the name
of the Lord," and rest wholly upon Him, we shall certainly "stay
upon our God," and wait for Him, no matter what our position may
be, according to that which is written, "The Lord direct your hearts
into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ" (2 Thess.
iii. 5). And here again the example of the blessed Jesus is once more
set before us-" For the Lord God \I-ill help Me j therefore shall I not
be confounded j therefore have I set My face like a flint, and I know
that I shall not be ashamed" (ver. 7). ,Yhat a beautiful comment is
furni::hed by the Evangelists upon these words, when they say, "And
it came to pass, when the time was come that He should be received
up, He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem" (Luke ix. 51).
"And they "ere in the way going up to Jerusalem j and Jesus went
before them: and they were amazed j and as they followed, they were
afraid" (Mark x. 32). But He said, "But I have a baptism to be
baptised with j and how am I straitened till it be accomplished!"
(Luke xll. 50.)
"Let him stay, then, upon his God," " for truly this God is our God
for eyer and ever: He will be our Guide even unto death IJ (Psa.
xlviii. 14). We see, then, that God here acknowledges Himself to be
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his covenant-keeping God. "The God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (Eph. i. 3) is therefore his God and Father, as Jesus Himself
acknowledged when on earth, when He said, "I ascend unto My
Father and your Father, and to My God and your God" (John xx. 17).
And" if God be for us, who can be against us 1" (Rom. viii. 31.) If
God, then, be his God, all is his. Is God infinite in wisdom ~ Then
infinite wisdom is his, to guide him in all his steps. Is God infinite
in power 1 Then infinite power is his, to keep him in all his ways. Is
God infinite in love, in mercy, in goodness, in grace, in glory ~ Then
all these are Iris, and must needs be eyer exercised on his behalf.
"All things are yours," for .' ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's"
(1 Cor. iii. 21, 23).
"Who," then, "is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the
voice of His Servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light 1
let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God:" for
He hath said, "I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not j
I will lead them in paths that they haye not known: I will make
darkness light before them, and crooked things strai ht. These thinO's
will I do unto them, and not forsake them" (Isaiah xlii. 16). "For
hath said" again, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb.
xiii. 5). "Unto Him," then, "be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" (Eph. iii. 21).

He
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ROBERT BROWN.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS OF A NOlI' GLORIFIED ONE.
(Continued from page 112.)

B--, Jul!J 16, 1875.
I WILL not-I must not-fill my letter with lamentations j but really I
feel as if I could only >rrite in that strain. I feel so depressed, and
am fearing that I may again be left to grow hard and cold, and seemingly at a distance from the throne of grace. I find so much here to
interrupt the sweet communion I ha,e lately enjoyed "ith the dear
Lord. I especially felt this yesterday, as on Thursdays. :'lan times
during the day my heart has been drawn up in prayer for a blessing
on the evening service, to which I have looked forward "i h hope and
pleasure. It made me feel very sad yesterday, to think I "a" deprived
of the very great privileges that I have so much appreciated. I crept
away for a short time, about 6.30, to try and ask for a blessing on
those dear ones I thought were assembling at chapel j and oh, how glad
I should have been to have joined them! It "as raining here, but I
thought I would gladly have walked miles through the rain, if I could
have got to chapel. I felt sorry to hear of the state poor Mr. J. C-is in, yet it should cheer us to hear he is feeling anxious about his
soul j and what comfort it will give if our dear Lord should bring him
weeping to His feet, and manifest His forgiving love before he is
taken hence!
I shall long to hear the result of dear Mr. Woods' visit, which will
be, I hope, this morning. You know, dear Pattie, how glad I shall
be to hear whatever you can tell me of yesterday's preaching, and of
the prayers and hymns that were sung. \Ye have had a great deal of
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rain, so that none of us have been out of the house. I do not ever
feel depressed by weather j but, when the Sun of Righteousness is hidden
by clouds, then I am cheerless, and it is so with me at the present
time. Everythiug seems to go heavily. 'What most grieves me is, feeling
no earnestness in prayer, and no power to keep my thonghts where I
would have them to pe. If you are able, do entreat the Lord to shine
into my heart and give some warmth. I can say (and blessed be the
Lord's goodness for it) that there is DO one thing I am craviug for
but to feel nearness to my best Beloved.
Your dear, kind letter arrived this morning in very good company,
as a packet came with it from dear Mr. 'Voods, who has sent me
several copies of "The Former and Latter Rain." I am longing to read
one of them. I feel a little more cheerful than when I began writing.
B--, July If), 1875.
My VERY DEAR PATTIE,-I will not say I envied those who could
go to chapel yesterday, but I did very earnestly wish I could have been
with them j and I thought, if some of them could tell what I felt, they
would doubly appreciate the privilege they had in being able to go. I
had a quiet time in my own room, while all the others were at church,
and I could ask for a blessing on the services at Providence j but I
was yery dull and sad. One thing I feel especially thankful for at
present is, that nothing "ill or can relieve me but a smile from the
Lord. Haring tas ed of His loye and the blessedness of His presence,
there is not anything else that can satisfy my craving heart.
" Ob, may we ever walk in Him,
And nothing know beside;
N otbing desire, notbing esteem,
But Jesus crucified."

I am very grateful to you, dear Pattie, for sending me the text.
When I read the verses NII'. 'Voods preached from on Thursday, I
went on with the rest of the Psalm cxvi., and thought very much
of poor J. C--. It seemed to me as just suitable to his state, and
I wished some of his friends would point it out to him, and that the
blessed Spirit would apply it with power to his heart. Do tell me,
when you hear, how he is getting on. I have been thinking that
those very blessed seasons I have of late been favoured with, were
given to strengthen me for being led in painful paths now. I think
I told you, when at Chichester, that on two Saturday evenings the
Lord made Himself so very precious to me that I had all, and
could ask for nothing more j and then I have had such sweet, cheering
seasons in chapel, and the Lord has so manifestly spoken to me through
dear :JIr. 'Yoods, that I have rejoiced with thankfulness. Oftentimes
I haye fowld trouble succeeds these sweet times. The word is, "He led
them about" into various places, through differing feelings, but all to
do them good. Oh, that He may teach you and teach me to profit by
all we meet with! "I am the Lord, who teacheth thee to profit" Left
to ourselves, we are only anxious to get out of trouble as quic1dy as
possible, and think little of what we are to learn by it j but our
wisdom would be to cry to the Lord for teaching. We shall always
find there is a needs-be for every pain and every sorrow we feel.
111
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Again and again I have had to acknowledge this at His feet, and then
have entreated Him to spare notlJing, however painful, that will, by
His blessing, bring me nearer to Him.
Dearest Pattie, I can from my heart thank Him for letting you feel
encouraged yesterday by what you heard in the morning. I generally
like texts from Peter, and love to hear of God's choice of His people
from everlasting. Of late I have been melted the moment dear Mr.
Woods has spoken of it. It is such an unspeakable, wondrous mercy to
have it made known that I have an interest in that choice. No words
can set forth the blessedness of it. Do give the Lord no rest till He
tells you by His own mouth that you are one of His chosen. I have
a good hope that you are, or you would not be seeking to know Him.;
but to be assured of it, by the Spirit's witnessing it in your heart, IS
what will give you peace with Him.

1

(To be continued.)

mo1ta
for 18 O.
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ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER.
"THE ETERNAL GOD IS THY REFUGE, AND UNDERNEATH
ARE THE EVERLASTING ARMS."-Deutel·onomy xxxiii. 27.
THIS everlasting stay,
This refuge of the soul,
No storm can sweep away,
No eadh-born power control.
Far. far beyond our ken,
Yet nearer than we know;
How near to sinful men
Eternity will show.
No sorrow can surprise;
The eternal God is there;
His everlasting arm supplies
A shield from every care.
Christian, new courage take;
Secure from threatening ill ;
"Though tempests roar, and mountains
quake,
His arms are round thee still.

So grand, and yet so kind,
The great Creator reigns;
Mysterious, to our finite mind,
The uni,erse maintains.
Before Him angels stand,
At His command they fly;
He holds the waters in His hand,
Yet whispers, "It is 1."
G od, as our Father, condescends
To listen to our call;
Immediately He succour sends,
He notes each sparrow's fall.

He rules in majesty sublime,
The heavens His glory tell;
He formed the secret springs of time,
His way's unsearchable.

Then, Christian, banish fear,
"'hile thou hast such a Friend;
Believe Him ever near,
And on His arm depend.

Nothing's a trifle in Hi5 sight;
Creation v.-orks His will,
And atoms, hidden from our sight,
His purposes fulfil.

Be this thy sure defence :
His promise must prevail.
The arm of God's omnipotence
Can never, never fail.

Lovedean, February 4th, 1880.

AUNT

LuCY.
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,YHAT AM I 1 "\YHITHER AU I GOING 1

A LETTER OF INQUIRY, WITH ITS ANS'YER.

To the EditO'l' of the Gospel Maga,zine.
SIR,-I have taken the liberty of writing, in the hope that
you may be able to advise me.
From infancy I have lived with Strict Baptists (Huntingtonians)
daily hearing their godly conversation; but I never could understand
with the heart about Jesus, and felt sin no burden-neither understood
Leviticus, &c., as regards types, &c., and felt but little interest in the
:New Testament-those parts which refer to Christ. The accounts of
His reception of most persons seems, to my perverted mind, repelling.
I can of course take up no book, &c., in which Jesus is not continually being brought to the front, and I may truly say that all
relating to Christ is to me as an unknown language. Yet I feel
a love to God, and the Holy Spirit, and His Word and His people;
and I know what it is to eall upon Him continually-as it were,
for every breath to be a prayer, or groan, or sigh, or a glance
towards heaven, sometimes for hours, or weeks, or months together,
begging God to appear for help, or strengthen, or bless the affiiction
to me, or give me submission, or to remove the fierce rebellion rampant in my heart against Him, or to teach me, to gi\'e me wisdom,
or to reveal Himself and the plan of salvation, to make clear to my
dark soul, to help me to praise Him. "0 Thou that inhabitest the
praises of Israel" are the words I think, and at one time I used to try
and meditate upon them, that God should esteem them! I loved the
Psalms particularly, because I could always open and find them to suit
me in my expressions to God.
DEAR

SCRIPTURES ApPLIED.

Some years since, these words came so to my mind: "For your
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly;" but then
I had been trying to collect a trifle for a poor old, but godly
woman, whom I loved, because I believed her to be a saint. I had,
too, a great trial in 1877, when these words came to my mind,
,: Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord." I felt so impressed
that I wrote out the words and hung them over my chimney piece;
~\l1d I certainly was relieved of the incubus, but I should be very sorry
to affirm that either of these came from the Lord. It may only
haye been caused by the desire of getting a word in season
from the Lord. They came with no power, only the words abode
with me.
Again, in 1878, my cousin (though the same age as my baby) was
dying in convulsions close by, and though I was not present with it,
yet my baby (both were teething) had a fit about the same time its
cousin died. Mine had been so well hitherto, and I was alarmed, but,
just about at that time, - these words came forcibly into my 'mind,
"The~e shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy
dwellmg ( and I was comforted; mine never ailed anything beyond
that passmg fit!
JlI 2
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Before he was born I had been making quite sure it would be ~
daughter, and would not think of a boy, though, about fourteen days
previous to his birth, I considered the matter, and felt quite sure it
would be a boy, and that he should be named David, after the "sweet
Psalmist," and desired he should be the Lord's, and it is so. I mean
that David is l:is name. I hope the end may prove he is the Lord's,
for I have taken all my children (unborn) before the Lord, begging
Him to make them His own, oh, many times.
MONTHS OF SLEEPLESSNESS.

Once in 1878, I had been breathing night and day (as I scarcely
slept for months)-" Lord, teach me!" when one night, on rousing
from a doze, these words came to my mind, "I am the Lord thy
God, which teacheth thee to profit." Also in 1878, whilst in sorro,,',
"I am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee." In 1868," There'
shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the
Lord." In 1879, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial
which is to try you." I certainly did have the trial, and fiery it proved,
but, alas! I did think it very strange, and it tried me, it is true, only,
however, to prove what (I fear) dross I am, for there is no gold left.
Oh, how rebellious! -though I prayed earnestly~ for submission. "Oh,
Lord, I do not ask for the cross to be removed, only give me strength
to bear it!" was my constant cry; yet God left me each time to falL
The temptation or trial was so subtle, and came upon me so suddenly,
that I was caught ere I was aware; aye, and thousands of times too.
I clearly had no grace, or it would have appeared. The" curse God
2n'1 die" spirit was often strong upon me; and then, "though He slay
me, yet will I trust in Him "-not that that was the heart's language
entirely; I fear it was only words; and during that fiery trial, "Srlye
me, 0 God, for the waters arc come in unto my soul."
Yet, "'hat
surprised me was, that God (though I belie,e He frequently heard my
temporal cries) never seemed to vouchsafe me any spiritual replies.
It staggered me often. ,Vhen I have been able to go to a place of
worship-which the late five years has not been oftener than, say t\vice
a year-I have besought a blessing, "Oh, send me not empty away! "
" Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation;" and then to come away with
nothing always fills me with bitterness and rebellion. I question then
if there be a God, as, if so, why not hear me and answer? The tears
have often comsed down my cheeks in chapel-tears of self-pity.
'WRONG SOMEWHERE, AND KNOW NOT Ho'" TO RE:llEDT IT.
I am wrong somewhere; I cannot either see how to remedy it. I
do not want to go to hell; but have I at heart any motive beyond
that ~ "Search me, 0 God, and try me" has often been my cry.
Can you suggest any means whereby I could, as it were, catch God's
ear ~ I can see that I am worse than the Jews in refusing to own, or
rather, love Christ, for how can God approve me, when it is His dear
Son that I refuse ~ Sometimes I get hold of a sweet experience, and am
O'oing with it, as far as sighs, tears, cries, desires, night watchings, &c.;
but, when it comes to fear of hell, sin a burden, and love to Jesus,
then I sigh, and feel indeed I have no part nor lot in the matter. How
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is it possible for me to get this love 1 I cannot coin love to Jesus, and
I cannot believe wit,h the heart. I have sat at a free-will tract occasionally, and, placing my fingers on the words, have said, "Now, I will not
stir until I can do this or feel that j" but the hours passed, and I, in
s;j\,me state, have had to give it up. Sometimes, when sorrows press
less heavily, I am glad to forget God j and yet feel at the same time
I would, of the two, rather have sorrow, and feel a little nearness to
God, than be so dead. But can God really care whether I spend my
yean in entreaties and prayers, or pass them as the world passes their
years 1 I seem ever watching, hoping, &c., and God seems ever shutting
Qut my cries. I thought, about a year since, I would cease trying to
hold on to this untenable position, and give way and die under my
trouble, hoping that God would feel grieved that He had so neglected
a creature's cry to Him, and that He had laid upon me more than I
could bear, and that I had, in consequence, sunk under it, and then
God would regret He had dealt so harshly with me. Then I remembered
God would not be affected by it j I am such a speck among the vast
multitude. Then I am confounded when I see how God manifestly
often leaves His creation to perish of want, cold, war, or starvation j for
illstance, the late accounts of fever, cold, &c., in Germany and Ireland.
Then hOlv can one know, in the inmost soul, that there is a Ged, and
that the Bible is truE', if one prays and waits for some to ' ,en, and yet
the answer is delayed 1 It seems like praying to an image! It is pleasant
to read the accounts of David, &c., but I want to have an experience
of my own j something I can feel and handle, and have no manner of
doubt of.
Sometimes one reads of the calming effect on the mind of prayernow it will be of a really godly person, now of one of quite another
creed. Then it is said that we must all worship something. How,
among so many differing forms of worship, can one certainly tell which
is right 1 So little seems revealed, and what is, is twisted and stretched
to serve the purpose of men.
I do not really wish to cavil at God's ,Yord or to doubt His being.
Some two months since, I had a letter from my sister in Australia (she
was brought up the same as myself, but married five years since and
went out). She writes, hoping I will not trouble about a future state,
that we are not compelled to believe in the Bible, that the word" God"
is only another name for perfection, and that might not Socrates be
Tight, who thonght we migrated from planet to planet, getting nearer
perfection at each transplantation 1 and that probably there was no
hell, or, if so, it could not be more than temporary, and no heaven
whatever; that it was absurd to go to a place of worship, because
thither flocked the multitude, &c., and that there were meetings all
over Australia on the subject. The letter grieved me very much that
she should openly avow these awful things, for, though I desire clear
proofs of the truth, yet I do not for an instant disbelieve j l~ut I
want to love as well as believe.

My CHILD-HIS SINGING AND ENQUIRIES.
My eldest son-nearly five years old-is full of songs of heaven and
tmqmnes. One would think I loved God myself, to see the re'cer(Jllce
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be has for" God's Book," and His name. I am often arraigning God
at my bar, when the child bursts forth with, "And do you love God,
too?" I feel unfit to "train up a child in the way he should go,"
the responsibility is so great.
I read nothing but the Bible (which I usually have on the table by
me, that in any spare minute I may be able to glance at it), the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, Gospel Standard, a Sou;er, and a Clwmbe1"S' Journalwhich are all lent me-about one of each in a year.
I used to take
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, but was obliged to give it up, for I have suffered
such reverses (or upwards of five years, as to prohibit my purchasing any
magazine whatever. I used to love even the covers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, for it is so loving and full of sympathy to what any other is,
besides being so superior in tone; but now I never see it, for tile one
who lent it me is (lead.
PLANS FRUSTRATED-LoVE FOR THOSE THAT ARE GONE.
God has, I think, frustrated my every scheme and hope, as far as
this life is concerned; and I often feel that, were I certain beyond all
dOD bt that all ended with death, that I and my little ones should
take one draught, from which we should never "aken, for I _cannot
bear to think of their having to brave such a life-tempest. I feel
such love to that part of my family which is in heaven. It is in the
records of our family how that my great-great-great-grandmother
died happily, and her daughter also, and that daughter's son also, who
was a hearer of Huntington-some of his letters are bound up with
Huntington's-and he used to say to his daughter, who was my
grandmother, "Never mind, B--. Keep on petitioning God for your
children. Grace is not hereditary, but it is sweet to trace it, generation
after generation, in our family in unbroken line." He had four sons
and daughters besides, who all died in the Lord.
His daughter-my
grandmother-had five children also, and two of those have died
happily. The other three are yet alive, all of whom I trust are God'schildren. My grandfather was also a gracious man. There are man}'
others out of the direct line, who all died in the faith; but this
generation God seems to have left entirely. f\ ot one seems called out
of about twenty-eight.
I am afraid I have trespassed greatly upon yotu' time and patience.
If you have borne with me, it is well, and I here thank you, and
beg you will accept my best apologies. But if-oh, if you can send
me a word in season that shall be blessed to my dark soul by God
Himself; then indeed I shall rejoice! If it comes by a reply in ~he
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I shall never see it-as I have no means of procurmg
the Magazine-unless indeed you were to favotu' me by sending that
month's Magazine to Mr. G--, who is a good man, and one I have
known for about twelve years. He is almost the only person who
knows a little of my fears, &c., and trials too. I will, therefore, give
his address instead of my own, as your being a public man, by some
error this letter might get published some time.
I remain, dear sir, your obedient servant,
London, January 15, 1880;
F.
P.S.-It is just twenty years ago since I first began to call on God.
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A:\'SWER TO THE FOREGOI:\'G.

Although your letter is complicated, and here and there contradictory, there is a something about it which constrains us to take up
the pen in reply. May the Holy Ghost, of His great mercy, give us
wisdom at this time, so that we may not "darken counsel by words
without knowledge." Inasmuch as the interests of the immortal soul
are at stake, we feel the responsibility of the position of attempting to
answer you, an entire stranger-on whose own testimony we have
simply and solely to rely-upon matters of such grave importance.
!
And, first, let us say, whilst the thought is uppermost upon the mind,
the counsel given you, as you state, by your sister, is fealj1tl in the
extTeme! Her case would be more excusable had she not had the
spiritual advantages of which you speak. You testify of sundry relations who have died in the faith and hope of the Gospel. This fact
will add in no small degree to her condemnation, should she be called
into the immediate presence of her great Creator and Judge in her present
hapless condition. Moreover, as a voyager to that far-off land, amI as
having personally crossed the wide-spread ocean, and "seen the works
of the Lord, and His wonders in the deep," her denial of the existence
Had she been overtaken
of a God is the more flagrant and awful!
by tempest, or had fire, fog, or iceberg threatened to seal the fate
of the ship in which she sailed, as the one or the other has done in
numberless instances, would your sister, think you, have had the hardihood, or the presumption, in the midst of her terrors, and surrounded
by such perils, to have blasphemously declared that "the word 'God'
was another name for peffection "? ,Vould she have (;alled upon Socrates
to still the tempest and assuage the storm ~ Not knowing but what
a few minutes might witness the foundering of the ship, and the
chilly waters close oyer her and those with whom she voyaged, with
death and eternity thus staring her in the face, would her counsel
then have been, as in the language you have quoted, that "she hopes
you will not trouble about a future state "-that "probably there
was no hell; or, if so, it could not be more than temporary, and no
heaven whatever" ~
Now, in her carnal ease, and for a season free from particular trial
or special pressure, this poor deluded one may reason thus. She may
for a season lend herself to the subtle suggesti0ns of the father of
lies; but ah! let conscience arouse; let the Most High rise in holy
and righteous indignation; let Him say, as in the case of Job, "Gird
up now thy loins; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou Me,"
and then shall she know, to her utter terror and dismay, that "verily
there is a God that judgeth in the earth;" aye, and if divine grace
prevent not, this poor, contemptible, proud, boasting, and defiant one
shall know, by pitiable and most distressing experience, the meaning
of the Psalmist's words, "How are they brought into desolation, as
in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors. As a dream
when one awaketh; so, 0 Lord, when Thou awakest, Thou shalt
despise their image."
YOUR SISTER'S COUNSEL-How .SAD
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THE TERRORCJ OF THE LORD j OR, ,YHAT CAN SCEPTICISJ>I
TIME OF TRIAL OR TEMPTATION 7

Do

I:'<

No God! No heaven! No hell! Ah! it would only be for us to
quote o,ne authority, in proof, of thl' certain conviction upon the part
of that one solitary person of the agonizing realization even now of
all the tremendous verities inseparable from vast eternity! He to
whom we refer is enduring a very hell in his soul even now! ,Yith him
an eternity of suffering, he declares, even now, to have commenced.
Night and day, even now, his sensations baffle all human description.
He is a terror, even now, both to himself and others. And
yet, in the face' of the divine record, confumeel as that record is by
witnesses and numberless facts and illustrations, holY awful is the conduct of any who dare to impugn God's ,Yord, or set at defiance the
dispensatic>lls of His providence, or call in question His existence and
righteous government and control!
But gladly do we turn from this train of thought, in order to inyestigate your own personal state and condition, in a spiritual point of
view. As God the Holy Ghost may enable, we shall endeayour to look
at your case in its two-fold bearing, wherein it may be regarded in a
jcn'oll)'(lble, and, on the contrary, in an 1tnjat'()urable point of view.
Now, we shall take the latter or unfayourable view of your case
first, reserving the more hopeful or favourable aspect to the last.
SUNDRY UNFAVOURABLE FEATURES IN YOUR CASE.

1. You say you "never could understand with the heart about Jesus,
and felt sin no burden." Now, mark, the first work of the Holy
Ghost in a poor sinner's hear is to convince of sin, and to bring him
to know his lOot and undone condition by both original and actual
transgression j and, in connection "Ilith tha discovery, He puts the
poor publican's cry into his heart, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner! "
Under this discovery of sinnership, the Holy Ghost canse' the poor
convinced and awakened one to know personally the meaning of
David's fifty-first (or penitential) Psalm. To every clause of that
Psalm he can append his hearty and sincerest" Amen."
2. You state that you "neither understand Leviticus, t\:c" and feel
but little interest in those parts of the New Testament "Ilhich refer
to Christ." And why 7 Because as yet you lack the discovery of
your own utterly lost and undone condition. You are affected with
an incurable malady, and you don't know it. The leprosy of oin is
insidiously, but effectually, eating, like a canker-worm, into your very
vitals, and you are ignorant of the fact j and, unless the great and
good Physician interposes, die you must, for a human remedy for the
cure of leprosy was never yet discovered, nor will be.
ILLUSTRATIONS.

3. Say you, "The accounts of His reception of most persons seems,
to my perverted mind, repelling." If you had been upon the verge of
starvation, would the act of the kind benefactor who fed you be
" repelling" 7 Had you been in rags and tatters, and warm and
comfortable clothing been gi\-en you, would the gift have been
" repelling ': 7 Had you been sick unto death, and a physician have

.'
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cured you, would that cure have boen "repelling"? Had you been
drowning, and, at the risk of his own life, a benevolent man had
plunged into the stream and rescued you, would such act have been
"repelling"? Had you been in prison for debt, and, without any
solicitation of yours, a person had gone and secured your liberation
by paying your debt, would such generosity have been "repelling" 1
Had you been cOlldemned to die for some grave offence, and your
place had been taken by one who volunteered and actually became
your substitute, dying in your room and stead, would you deem
such conduct "repelling"? Now, mark, all this-and infinitely more
Lthe Lorel Jesus Christ has done j and yet you venture to assert that
" the accounts of His reception of most persons seems, to your perverted
mind, repelling." "Perverted" indeed! 'Vhere was there a single act
of Jesus that warrants such an assertion? If at any time, or under
any circumstances, He seemed to be indifferent or to repulse, it was
only that He should draw out the mind of the poor and needy one,
in order that He should minister aid and comfort the more effectually
and satisfactorily. 'Vitness, for example, His treatment of the woman
from the coast of Canaan, mentioned in Matthew xv. 22-28, and
the manner in which He dealt with the sisters of Bethany and
their brother Lazarus, as related in the eleventh chapter of the
Gospel of J olm.
4. You say that "all relating to Christ is to you as an unknown
language." And why? Because at present you are ignoraut of
Christ, as to His divine Person, unbounded love, tender sympathy,
matchless grace, inconceivable mercy, and omnipotent power.
CONSIDER YOUR OWN 'WORD:::.

5. The fact you name about your child being restored after the
application of the Scripture, "No evil shall befall thee, nor shall
any plague come nigh thy dwelling," may well lead you to consider
the condescension of the Most High, and the power, suitability, and
preciousness of His 'V ord in times of sorrow, perplexity, and affliction,
rather' than to speak, as you did just now, in comparative contempt,
" Brought
about "J'esus continually being brought to the front."
to the front!" And well He may be, for in very deed He is the
sum and substance of that most holy 'Vord. He is emphatically
"the Way, the Truth, and the Life." There is "one Mediator
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus." "N 0 man cometh to the
Father," said He, "but by Me." "There is no other n!\me given
under heaven and among men but that of Jesus only." Therefore, to
be ignorant of Christ, at enmity with Christ, to desire not the
knowledge of Him "whom to know is life eternal," is to be "in the
gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity;" and all such as live
and'die in ignorance of Christ, or in antagonism with Him, are open
to that awful denunciation, "But those Mine enemies, which would
not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before
Me" (Luke xix. 27).
"'VnONG SOMEWHERE"-YES, VERILY, BUT 'YHERE?

.6. Yes, in very deed, "you are wrollg somewhere," and we are
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glad you know it, for" the knowledge of a disease" is said to be " half
its cure." Now, unless it be from absolute physical or bodily infirmity,
how you can abstain from going to the house of God, except about
twice a year during the last five years, is to us surprising. It reminds
us of a case where there is no attempt to call upon God, nor any
turning to His \Vord. ,Ve have said, with respect to that case,
"Entrwt, beseech, implore, in the face and in spite of all. Throw yourself at the footstool of mercy, even though you expected the sentence
of death were about to be pronounced against you. Turn to the \Yord,
even though you. may feel every sentence would condemn you." ,Ve
contend that to do otherwise is to despise the means, to reject the
remedy; it is the patient telling the doctor that he wants neither him
nor his medicines j it is the drowning man turning away from the
proffered rope j it is the prodigal saying, "I won't," rather than "I
will arise and go to my Father."
BEWARE

How You

JUDGE JEHOVAH!

7. You say that "God leayes His creatures to perish," &c. Before
you make such an assertion as that, "e would have you well weigh
what J ehovah says of Himself, in the three last chapters but one of
Job, and likewise the challenge which He gives in the fortieth of Isaiah;
" Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being His counsellor,
hath, taught Him?" You speak (and well, too) of being" such a speck
among the vast multitude j" and yet, speck as you are, you yourself
have testified of how the great onmipotent Jehovah hath condescended
to listen to yo1tr cries and answer yom' petitions. How, therefore, can
you presume to arraign Him at the bar of your puny judgment,
because He sees it necessary to remind others of the absolute necessity
of His authority, dominion, and control, that, by the withdra"'l\al of the
ceaseless exercise of His righteous government, His creatures fall a prey
to the machinations and devices of the great enemy of souls! As it
is, and in spite of these occasional reminders of His creatures' positive
dependence upon Himself from day to day, and moment to moment,
the vast mass of mankind either challenge His very being, or declare
their antagonism to Him, for "the carnal mincl is enmity against God;
it is not subject to the law of God j neither indeed can be j " and
the language of every human heart by nature is, ""Yho is the Lord,
that I should obey Him?" and, ""Ve will not have this :\Ian to reign
over us."
HOl\lE LESSONS.

8. You speak of the contradictions and peryersions which are so rife
in the world; and pray does not the Bible, in the plainest possible
manner, foretell that such would be the case? "Yhilst, however, it
speaks of the "mystery of godliness," does it not declare that "the
just shall live by faith" ? and, in its definition of faith, does it not say
that, "it is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen"? Do y07b not test the trust, and the love, and the patience
of your children in various ways, day by day? Do they understand all
your movements? Do they, at present, see why you withhold this,
or deny the other so much desired thing on their part? Will they
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not see another d,ty, with maturer judgment-as you now, doubtless, see
in regard to yow' parents~that it is love to them that prompts you t(}
withhold this and refuse the other ~ And pray, will you not concede
the like province to Him who not only stands related as a Father t(}
His people, but who is as infinitely wise as He is gracious and allsufficient ~ Moreover, in your: expressed want of knowledge you seem
to overlook the gracious promise of a compassionate and most condescending Lord God Omnipotent, "If :my man lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, who giveth unto all men liberally, and upbraideth
not." ",It is written in the prophets, And an thy children shall b~
taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children.
Moreover, with regard to some of the chastisements, rebukes, or
judgments "of the Most High, have you never met with any who,
in allusion to the various acts of His Fatherly discipline, even tho~gh
it be the loss of a husband or wife, parent or child, health or prospenty,
have testified, as Job did, "Shall we receive good at the hand of
God, and shall we not receive evil also ~ . . . . The Lord gave, and
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord" ~ 'Vas
the Psalmist the only one, :think you, that ever exclaimed, "I know,
o Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and that Thou in faithfulness
hast affiicted me" ~

.-

SEE THAT YOl;R Ow~ CHILD IS NOT A 'YIT::\ESS AGAINST You.

,'>

9. Beware that that dear child of yours does not rise up in judgment against you in regard to "his reverence for God's Book and His
name." His childlike simplicity-his esteem for what he can only in
some very faint measure and degree understand-may well be a standing lesson for y01.t. In this respect, be it yours to seek to have your
child's image stamped upon your heart, in so far as it suggests filial
trust and confidence. Remember it is written, "'Ve know in part, and
we prophesy in part; but," added the Apostle, "when that which is
perfect is come, then that which is ill part shall be done away."
"Now we see through a glass darkly, but then face to face. Now I
know in part, but then shall I know, even as I am known."
10. Oh, take heed, we pray you, to those thoughts to which you
give expression about what you would do "were you certain beyond all doubt that all ended with death."
Ob, may God, of His
great mercy, deliver you from tbat awful temptation-that fearful
infatnation. This, in addition to the counsel given by your poor
wretchedly-deluded sister, has cau-ed us more pain on your account
than words can express. Remember, "no self-murderer hath eternal
To be guilty of self-destruction is, for the
life abiding in him."
hapless subject of it, to rush unprepared into vast eternity, "upon
the thick bosses of the Almighty's bucklers" (Job xv. 26). Strive,
we entreat you, to cry mightily to the Lord to preserve you from
this presumptuous act.
THE OTHER AND MORE HOPEFUL SIDE OF YOUR CASE.

But now we turn to the other side of the question, and will endeavour, as the Lord the Spirit may enable us, to look at your case
in its hopeful and far more favourable point of view.
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1. ,Ve consider it is a hopeful sign that you have addressed us at
all, and that at so great a length, upon the subject. This, in itself,
bespeaks thoughtfulness, and a wholesome concern and anxiety. You
are ill at ease. Hence you write. So far, so good.
2. In an early part of your letter you make use of the term, "my
perverted mind." ,~Te are glad of this, because it bespeaks discomfort,
dissatisfaction, a suspicion of your condition, an apprehension that all
is not right-that you may be under a certain fatal spell or deception.
3. You say, "You feel a love to God, and the Holy Spirit, and
His Word, and Bis people;" that you "know what it is to call
upon Him continually," &c.
4. You state, moreover, that "sometimes for hours, or weeks, or
months together, you are beggin?; God to appear, help, or strengthen,
or bless the affliction to yOll, or give you submission, or remove the
fierce rebellion in your heart against Him." This is well.
5. Again, you say you ask Him "to teach you, to give you wisdom,
or to reveal Himself and the plan of salvation, to make clear to your
dark soul, to help you to praise Him." K OW, if this be not borrowed
language, as the result of your living, as you state, among the professed people of God, it sounds well; but Ife shall endeavour to
show presently (the Lord being our Helper) wherein the defect lies.
6. Your avowed love for the Psalms is a hopeful sign, and the
repeated application of this and that portion of the blessed VYord
leads us very much to hope that" the Lord hath thoughts of peace, and
not of evil, towards you."
LOYE TO THE BRETHREN.

7. If you in deed and of a truth "loved that poor old, but godly
woman, because you believed her to be a saint," to say the least,
there is a most hopeful indication that, sooner or later, you shall be
brought personally and experimentally to realize the preciousness of
1 John iii. 14: ",Ye know that we ha,e passed from death unto
life, because lce love the brethren."
8. Your taking your children to the Lord prospectively, even before
they were born, and "begging Him to make them His olfn," seems
to indir.ate a conviction upon your part that you believe tha " the
blessing of the Lord it maketh rich, and He addeth no sorro,,- with it"
(Prov. x. 22). This is a great and a blessed thing to know.
9. The fact of your "having scarcely slept for months" calls for
deepest sympathy, and likewise at least for some allowance for what
seems so strange and contradictory in your epistle. "e are wont to
contend that the blessing of sleep, as a natural gift upon the part
of Him in whom we live and move aud have our being, cannot be
oyer-estimated. ,Yithout a due proportion of sleep, it is marvellous
that the brain does not give way. How it is that Reason retains
her seat, under such circumstances, is astounding, and this indirectly
proves the power and handiwork of our great and gracious Creator.
10. Your description of the "fiery trial" is such as every child of
God can, in measure and degree, understand. All who are partakers
Gf the faith of God's elect must have that faith tried, and tried, too,
as by fire; and your fear that there is "no gold left," but only
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dross, is "another hopeful sign. Of this, however, we are as certain as
that we have pen in hand, that., if there be any of the precious metal
in thine heart, He who placed it there will take care of it, however
severe the fiery ordeal to which it may be subjected, in point of test
and proof. "He sits as the Refiner and Purifier of the sons of Levi."
SELF-KNOWLEDGE.

11. "I can see that I am worse than the Jews, in refusing to own,
or rather, love Christ." Ah! here is the mercy. This is the best acknow-

ledgment yet.

We are most thankfnl on your aCCOltnt for this confession.

vVe had overlooked this in your letter, until we come now to analyze
it. God be praised for this statement.
12. "Por how can God approve me when it is His 'dear Son' that I
1'efnse ? " Ah! how indeed ~ Well, now, seek to tell the Lord that.
Be it yours, by the power of the Holy Ghost, to sigh and cry over that
fact at the mercy-seat. Seek to tell Him what you feel and what you
fea-r! what you ~conl(l do if you coltlel.
SWEET EXPERIENCE.

13. "Sometimes I get hold of a sweet experience." [What makes
it "sweet" ~ I~ there not something of "fellowship" about it, because
of "resemblance," "likeness," producing "fellow-feeling" 7J "But when
it comes to fear of hell, sin a burden, and love to Jesus, then I
sigh " [and why do you sigh 1] "and feel indeed I have no part nor
lot in the matter." [It is a mercy to know that. There are thousands
believe they have, but have 1Wt! They think they are going post-haste
to heaven, whilst they are on the broad road to destruction, as fast
as the wheels of time can carry them. J
14. "How is it possible fo'i' me to get this love? I can't coin love to
Jesns, and I can't believe with the heart." And blessed be God that you
know it. Did you ever meet with these lines of one who well knew
the secret anguish of which you speak 'I" The rock:! may rend, the mountains quake,
The hills may to their centre shake;
Of feeling all things show some sign
But this unfeeling heart of mine.
"But something else can do the deed,
And that dear something much I need;
Thy Spirit can from dross refine,
And melt and mould this he",rt of mine."

15. We rejoice that you had a surfeit of Fee-will.
All lessons
which cut up, root and branch, the wisdom and will of the creature,
and leave him powerless and penniless, are blessed and most
invaluable lessons, however humbling and mortifying to the fleshly
pride of the human heart.
Ah! it takes no little teaching to
thoroughly indoctrinate a man in the sober and undoubted conviction
that "it is not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the
Lord of hosts."
SORROW PREFERABLE TO DEADNESS .AND INSENSIBILITY.

sam~ time I tvouZel of the two mthe!" hare
sorrow, and feel a little neamess to God, them be so dewl." That's good;

16. "A-nel yet I feel at the
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that is the language of Zion. That savours of divine teaching. We
cannot help hoping and believing that the Holy Ghost has you in hand,
and is, little by little, instructing you in some all-important lessons.
You are, we trust, a student of the human heart, and learning somewhat of its deceitful and desperate character, all to end, we hope and
believe, in your being brought to that blessed estate, "They fell
down, and there was none to help," and to realise what a whisper
trom Jesus can do, when He says to you as He did to Saul of Tarsus,
"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me 1 it is IUl1'Cl for thee to kick
against the priaks;" or when He said to the poor devil-hunted and
devil-haunted Gadarene, "Come out of him, thou unclean spirit." Ah!
poor fellow sinner, it is v;onderftbl what Cb tco1'd from the despised and
?'ejected Jesus CCbn do. He can take the scales from off the eyes in a
moment, and discover Himself to that yery self-same hardened
and rejecting and despising one as "the Chiefest among ten thousand,
the altogether lovely!" He can slay the enmity-subdue the most
obdurate will-infuse the most penitential grief-dispossess the adversary-and take His rightful seat in the heart of the yilest, the
most inveterate and determinately hostile, in a moment! He can strip
and clothe-lay low and raise up-kill and cure, in a moment, for
"where the word of a King is, there is power," and King Jesus, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, is mighty to save; yea (blessed and
adored be His name) is "able to do exceeding abundantly above all we
can ask or think."
THI~K OF

HIl\I

1-,YRO

1 'WHENCE 1 ,'{HAT 1

Ah! think of His marvelloui> love and wondrous condescension, that
of Him who was co-eternal mth the Father and the eyer-blessed
"In the beginning was the ,,-ord, and
Spirit, it is recorded,
the Word was with God, and the 'Word was God. The same was
in the beginning with God.
All things were made by Him, and
without Him was not anything made that was made." Oh, how marvellous is the testimony, "Giving thanks unto the Father, which
hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the
saints in light: who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son: in whom
we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiYeness of sins:
who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of elery creaturp..
For by Him were all things created that are in heaven, and that are
in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions,
or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for
Him: and He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.
And He is the Head of the body, the Church: who is the beginning,
the Firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the
preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness
dwell" (Col. i. 12-19). See again: "ViTbo, being in the form of
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made Himself
of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man,
He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross" (PhiI. ii. 6-8). Of Him we read in Proverbs viii.

"-
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22-2.1: "The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way,
before His works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the
beginning, or ever the earth was. ,Vhen there were no depths, I
was brought forth; when there were no foun.tains abounding with
water." Again, in the twenty-ninth verse, He declares: ",'\Then He
gave to the sea His decree, that the waters should not pass His
commandment: when He appointed the foundations of the earth."
Then He adds, "Then I was by Him, as One brought up with Him: ancl
I was daily His dehght, 1'ejoicing always before Him,. rejoicing in the
habitcbble pCbrt of His ect1-t1~;" and J1Iy delights were with the sons of men."
Now turn to the fifty-third of Isaiah, and there behold this Mighty
One-this great and gracious Saviour-as foreseen by the prophet upwards of seyen hundred years before His incarnation, in the act of carrying out His l\fediatorial engagement: "He is DESPISED and REJECTED of
men [mark the language]; a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with
gri.ef: and we hid as it were our faces from Him; He was DESPISED,
and we esteemed Him not." Read the whole of this chapter, and
then, having pondered upon the words of the prophet Jeremiah, in
the first chapter of his Lamentations and the twelfth verse, "Is it
nothing to you, all ye that pass by ~ Behold, and see if there be
any sorrow like unto My sorrow, which is done unto Me, wherewith
the Lord hath affiicted Me in the day of His fierce anger; " go to
Gethsemane, to Pilate's bar, to Golgotha; read of the transactions
there, as stated by the evangelists Matthew, 1ark, Luke, and John.
Contemplate the indignities offered Him, in browbeating, spitting,
scorn, derision, the plaiting of a crown of thorns, and thrusting it
upon the sacred head of One who could have crushed them in a
moment, and hurled them into everlasting perdition! Instead of
which, after beholding Him in His bloody sweat and agonizing cries,
"Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me," listen to
His plaintive ple3, "FATHER, FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY KNOW NOT
WHAT THEY DO." Again, contemplate His love, mark the riches of
His grace, and behold the boundlessness of His mercy, in that His last
act, instead of turning away from His fellow-sufferer, the dying suppliant, who prayed, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy
kingdom," He sai.d, in spite of his previous unbelief and reproaches,
"VERILY, I SAY UNTO THEE, TO-DAY SHALT THOU BE WITH ME IN
PARADISE." Then again consider the boundlessness of His mercy, in
that, after His resurrection, He should appear first to Mary Magdalene,
out of whom He had cast seven devils, and commission her, "Go TO
My BRETHREN [His brethren still, although one, with oaths and curses,
had denied Him, and all the rest had forsaken Him and fled], AND
SAY UNTO THE~I, I ASCEND UNTO My FATHER AND YOUR FATHER,
AND TO )fy GOD AND YOUR GOD." Well, indeed, may the poet
exclaim" Oh, for such love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break;
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."

,,,THAT! No FEELING YET ~ UNMOVED STILL ~
Poor fellow-sinner, can you reflect upon all these facts unmoved f Do
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they make no impression? Is this holy, this matchless, this blessed Onc,
still to you as "a root out of a dry ground, without form or comeliness,
that you should desire Him" 1 Do you still say that "all relating
to Christ is to me as an unknown language" 1 whereas every temporal
benefit you have ever received-your very existence, your health, your
reasoning faculties, your food, your clothing, your home, your relationships and connections-all, all have come by virtue of His Suretyship
amI redemption work. But for this, man would have been destroyed
and the world annihilated, the moment sin entered. Oh, think of it,
poor friend and -fellow-sinner; and may God the Holy Ghost, of His
great mercy, vouchsafe to you personally and experimentally that
inestimable boon promised by the prophet Zechariah, twelfth chapter
and tenth verse: "And I will pour upon the house of David, and
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they haye pierced, and
they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall
be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn."
Oh, that the Holy Ghost may vouchsafe to you somewhat of that
sacred bedewing, that Gospel contrition, that supernatural mellowness and
hu,rnility, which the poet felt when he said"I saw One hanging on a tree,
"Sure, never till my latest breath,
In agonies and blood;
Can I forget that look;
Who fixed His languid eyes on me,
It seem'd to charge me with His death,
As 'neath His cross I stood.
Though not a word He spoke.
" A second look He gave, which said,
, I freely all forgive;
This blood is for thy ransom paid;
I die that thon may'st li,e.'''

Although our remarks have extended far, far beyond what we had
intended, we C:1nnot close with0ut stating that we haye felt such a
special power and peculiar interest in our endeayour to reply to your
letter, that tee ccmnot bl.:.t entertain the lIWSt sanguine hope of your case.
There is a candour about your statements which we belieye to bespeak
honesty and integrity of heart, such as that whdl the Lord alone cau
give. Your narrative conveys the idea of the yery opposite of mere
profession, pretence, or hypocrisy.
\Ve have sought to analyse your case, as before a hear -searching,
rein-trying God. Some of our remarks may, at first sight, appear harsh;
but we have been anxious to probe the case to the utmost, and not
to heal the wound prematurely. vVe have no wish to follow the
fashion of the day by crying, "Peace, peace," where God hath not
spoken peace: this would only be deceiving; and, in the end, leave you
in a more dangerous condition than we found you. Moreover, with
regard to some of our observations which may seem severe, remember
we are called to rebut statements of yours which in themselves are
in antagonism to the character, rule, and lawful authority of J ehovah !
'YE ARE CALLED TO WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT.

Mark what we have already said, that here we are called to walk
by faith. \Ve see, know, understand but little indeed, in the present
time-state; but remember, we have the principle of trust and conjidence

-

)

The Gospel Magazine.

..

1i7

il\ and dependence upon a father illustrated in our every-day life, upon
.he part of our children. If we look at them and contemplate their
reliance upon us, in the face of what they at present do not know, or
understmd the why and wherefore of our movements and actions towards
them, light may be thrown upon the line of conduct and Fatherly
discipline upon the part of the Father of spirits and the God of all
consolation towards His children. Furthermore, with regard to those
reverses and vexations and disappointments of which you speak, have you
not, in spite of all, lived to discover that, had you pursued such and
such a course, or had this or that, enterprise succeeded, as you hoped
it n-ould, there ,,-ould have been danger and besetments attending that
Tery success wl,ich might have resulted in the most fatal and disastrous
war 1 Ha ,-e you not seen this very thing in the case of others ~
::\10reOl'er, be it ours ever to keep most prominently before us that we
live not for time, but JOT eternity! Time is but the threshold of eternity!
This world is the mere scaffolding to the world to come! Men who
seek to make their nests, their homes, their final resting-place here,
me the veriest fools in existence, in a spiritual or Gospel sense. The
Lord Himself has declared them to be such. Men who are scraping
together and hoarding the paltry silver and gold of this world-men
who are adding house to house and field to field-must ere long leave
it all, and, wi h all their caution, care, and covetousness, will have
110 hing to carry with them to the little narrow strip of land under
which their poor bodies must moulder to the dust of which they are
~omposed; and all that remains to them of the paltry of earth will be
the bitter, agonizing, remorseful remembrance of talents abused, trust
perverted, and loans misapplied, during their little temporary sojourn
here below. Read, we pray you, the thirty-seventh and seventy-third
Psalms, and the twenty-seventh chapter of Job, and there see the awful
end of the wicked, and those who know not God. Mark especially
the ninth, tenth, and thirty-fifth to thirty-eighth verses of the
thirty-seventh Psalm, "For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that
wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while,
and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his
place, and it shall not be. . . . .. I have seen the wicked in great
power, and spreading himself like a green ba,y tree. Yet he passed away,
and, 10, he was nC't: yea, I sought him, but he could not be found.
::\1ark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that
man is peace. But the transgressors shall be destroyed tocrether : the
cnd of the wicked shall be cut off." Remember that a part-a~ld no small
part either-of the wonders of heaycn will be that its happy occupants
were Sin-eel from all these destructive influences 'Yhilst here on earth.
Yea, in the upper and better world, 'matters will be completely reversed,
when set in contrast with the present time-state. Here, as the Psalmist
expresses it in his seventy-third Psalm, we are apt to be" envious of the
foolish, when he saw the prosperity of the wicked," and, in our shortsightedness and folly, we ask, " Why should they be better off than we?" but
whiOn, as in Job's case, we "see the end of the Lord," but especially when
we reach that world where all difficulties are cleared up, and all that is
at present dark and mysterious expounded, the question will be asked in a
totally different and altogether changed aspect; it will then be the
N
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marvel of marvels: "Why was I saved /Tom such slippery places, ana
instmmentally by t1'O/tble, sorrow, affliction, and care, brought to set my
affections ttpon things ctbov(', and, in liett of bnilding a house upon the sandy
desert of time, look for and long ofte?' this' house not made Vjith hands, eternal
in the heavens. whose Maker cmd Bu·ilder is God' ? "
Ah ! yes, clear fellow-sinner, the RESCUE, 'l\e repeat, will be among
the wonders of heaven! Mark the difference of feeling upon the part
of those who were so signally saved from destruction in that hapless
calamity of the Tay Bridge, the other day. Ye xecl indeed was the
husband whose lvving wife, by stratagem, pre\-entcd him from, travelling
upon so tempestuous a night; and sad was the lll'ln \\"ho, unavoiJably
detained in London, conld not accompany his brother to see their
dying sister. How changed their feelings, hO'l\e\"er. when they heard
of the awful catastrophe which had befallen the in-fated passengers.
This only sets forth, in the faintest manner and degree, the change of
feeling by-and-bye in the world to COlll':l. ,Yell inJ,,::.l, ll1'1y the poet
exclaim"When this passing world is d me,
'When has sunk yon glaring sun,
When we stand with Christ in glory,
Looking o'er life's finished story;
Then, Lord, shall I fully knowNot till then-how much I owe.

.

...

"lIhen I h~ar the wicked call
On the rocks and hills to fall;
When I sec them start and shrink,
On the fiery deluge brink;
Then, Lord, shall I fully knowNot till then-how much I owe.

" 'When I stand before the throne,
Dressed in beauty not my own;
'When I see Thee as Thou art,
Love Thee 'll'ith unsinning heart;
Then, Lord, 8hall I fully knowNot till then-how much I owe."

Lengthy as have been our remarks, 'l\e mus , notwithstanding, add
another. Towards the close of your letter you speak of your feeling"
as a father, and your anxiety abont your children's future.
\r ell,
now, we will tell you a secret. For years and years ,,'e ha\'e been
intensely concerned for our children's spiritual and e:ernal 'l\e fare;
and such has been the groundwork of ardent 'l\re~tlin.... and impor,
tunity at the throne of grace. In our Ebortsigh ednes' and folly,
however, we have been guilty of one thing. It 111s been the studious effort upon our part to save our children the trials, and afflictions, and cares, and anxieties of which we personally have been the
subject.
ell, at times the Lord has seemed to draw nigh to us,
and say, "You wish NIe to bless your children!"
"Yes, Lord,
above all things. Give Thyself, whatever ebe it lUay please Thee to
withhold."
"I have blessed thee."
"Yes, Lord, indeed Thou hast,
for ever to be praised and magnified Thy great and adorable name."
"If I bless thy children as much as I haye blessed thee, wilt thou
be satisfied?" "Abunclantly satisfied, Lorcl. I could ask nothing more
of Thee than snch a boon."
"Through what means and by what
instrllmentalities have I bles&ed thee?" "By troubles and affiictions,
care and perplexity, sorrow and bereavement, Lord." "y on don't think
yon could have done \rithout these?" "i\ 0 indeed, Lorll.

'V

.
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" 'All was most needful,
Not one was in vain.' "

"Then, if thou dost wish Me to bless thy children, why dictate to
Me how I am to bless them, or why seek to mark out a course for
Me to take, or withhold those means which I may think well. to employ
for bringing to pass the wishes and the cravings of thine heart 7"
Dear unknown fellow-traveller through this waste, howling wilderness,
may God the Holy Ghost, of His great mercy, grant that what it
has thus been laid upon our heart to write, in reply to thine epistle,
may prove to be a word in season to thy poor troubled mind. May
it be made instrumental in bursting thy bonds, snapping thy fetters,
removing thy prejudices, and bringing thee to cast thyself at the feet
of a despised but all-precious J esm, with the cry"Lord, I cannot let Thee go
Till a blessing Thou bestow;
Jlrline's an urgent, pressing case;
Do not turn away Thy face."

So prays thy fellow-sinner, but "looking to Jesus," notwithstanding,
'fHE EDITOR.
"HE HELPED ME."
SEQUEL TO ":llY SPIRIl' F .llLETH. "

.<

THE tiny daisy rears its head
When wind-storms cease to beat,
And lifts again its tearless eye,
Heal'en's brilliant orb to greet.

Tis He who tunes our faltering voice,
Or we should still be dumb;
So to His name we strike our lyre,
From whom all blessings come.

The dewdrop sparkles to the beam
Which shines away the rain;
And He who made the flowers and dew
Does not their praise disdain.

Only His strength can raise the soul,
When trampled by the foe;
But His one word can drive him back,
Or lay the rebel low.

Does God for flowers and dewdrops
care
More than for plants of grace 1
Nay; Nature's smiles to those He
lends;
To these His love displays.

Then, 0 our soul, for ever bless
The help divinely free;
"Give God the praise," for well we
know
Sinner we still shall be

Then we whose tears so lately fell,
'Whose heart became so sad,
Will sing a praiseful psalm to Him
'Whose favour makes so glad.

Cardiff.

Till, in perfection's holy state,
We join the blood-washed band,
'Yho form redemption's matchless.
choir
For the dear fatherland.

J. P. C.

THE Lord's family are disciplined in affliction as they pass through the
wilderness. There are trials and tribulations through which they pass that
cannot be traced to any human being; only to the first cause, the hand of
God. "Thou layest affliction upon our loins." Therefore it becomes the
Christian to endure patiently, and with the spirit of his Master to say,
"The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it 7"
N
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SOME PARTICULARS OF THE LATE MR. JOHN OAKSHOTT,
WHO DIED AT CHICHESTER, DECE~:IBER 9, 1879, IN HIS 78TH YEAR.
(Concludcd f"om page 109.)

ABOUT three months before his death, he said the enemy had
harassed and distressed his mind very much during the night, and all
the sins of his youth were brought before him-sins that he had long
since forgotten, and Satan suggested that, after all, he would be lost;
but, after breakfast and family worship, those lines of Toplady's
flowed into his soul with sweetness"Love moved Thee to die, and on this I rely;
My Saviour hath loved me, I cannot tell why;
But this I can find, we two are so joined,
He will not be in glory and leave me behind."

He writes: "This has been a gloomy time. I do not like gloomy
seasons; still, there is such a thing as the >oul being qlIietly
waiting, like a vessel on the calm ocean waiting for the gale to
send it onwards. There is a walking in the footstep3 of the flock
sufferingly, as well as feelingly lying down in the green pastures.
Oh, let us lift up our eyes to that eternal inheritance, far better
than the happiest earthly home! Let us look beyond the intervening
billows. They are wafting us nearer to our desired haven. The surges
have beat heavy on my head, but I am looking for a world without
sin, sorrow, and suffering, disappointment. or death, when I shall behold
the King in His beauty, and make one of the glorified host before the
throne, and join in the triumphant song, 'Unto Him that loved us,
and washed us in His precious blood, be enrlasting praise.' 'And now,
Lord, what wait I fod My hope is in Thee. Deliver me from all my
transgressions: make me not the reproach of the foolish.' '~ow, Lord,
lettest Thou Thy servant depar in peace, according to Thy word: for
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared befora the
face of all people: a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of
Thy people Israel.' "
He would often say of late, with joy beaming in his face, ",rhat
must it be-what can it be-when first heann bursts open to the view
of the redeemed soul ~ I cannot think, to see ten thousand times ten
thousand saints, all eyes gazing on that precious face of Christ's."
On the 24th August we went to Gosport with our eldest brother
and sister, with whom we were staying for a change, and heard his
deal' friend, Mr. A. Hammond, preach twice, and spent the day with
him, his dear wife and family. This was a \err favoured day. On
the 7th September we all went to Gosport again, and received thll
ordinance of the Lord's Supper from dear Mr. Hammond. This was a
very solemn day. ,Ve felt it would most likely be the last time, and
it was so. The friends there were much struck at his altered appearance, and Mr. Hammond has since said he" could not forget the sacred
solemnity of his countenance on that memorable occasion."
On Wednesday, October 15th, we were once more favoured-and for
him the last time-to hear dear Mr. Harbour, of Brighton. His text was
2 Corinthians Y. 21 which my dear brother much enjoyed. The atone-

Tlte Gospel JIr1agazi1te.

1:31

ment was a special theme with him. After the service Mr. Harbour very
kindly came out to speak a few words to him, and almost the last
words my dear brother said to him were, "I am looking out, sir,
and looking forward to that blessed inheritance."
September 18th.-He has written in his pocket-book: "The arch-foe
set on me, while on my knees, with, 'How do you know that all that
is said, and that you think you have felt, is not a made-up fable to
keep order in the world 1 ' Alas! what are we when left in our own
strength to contend with such a foe 1 Om' strength is perfect weakness, but holY encouraging is the promise, 'As thy days so shall thy
strength be'! How many, in a dying hour, have realized it, and why
may not I, even I, looking to the same God, washed ill the same
blood, and justified by the same righteousness, hoping for the same
mercy, namely, dying strength for a dying hour 1 "
O!l, how sweetly he realized the above in less than three months
after he had pencilled it! For many years he would often, in his
sweet, earnest prayer,::;, both in public and family worship, when
speaking of the prospects of heaven, say, "vVhere we hope to cast oUl'
blood-bought crowns at Thy blessed feet, and crown Thee Lord of
all;" and also, "If sleepless in the night, give us power, dear Lord, to
sweetly meditate on the wonders of redeeming love." He seemed at
times to get so near the Lord. Yes, redeeming loye was so much his
joyous theme, and to "tell to all around what a precious Saviolu' he
had found," with deep-felt gratitnde (often overflowing), and with
love and praise of what that precious Saviour had dOIle for him, ancl
of His great goodHess and lovingkindness, manifested abundantly
towards him. How many of the dear friends can say he witnessed a
good profession.
.
The friends with whom he had walked in union and communion
were all most kind to him in every way they could possibly think,
to all of whom we must ever feel deeply gratefnl. He gradu~lIy
became weaker, and more and more wasted, but was so persevenng
that he only remained in bed three whole days before his departure,
but the disease made such rapid progress that we were not aware tLe
end was so near.
December 3rd.-·When I saw how ill my beloved brother was on the
'iVednesday, I said, "Do you think you shall get better 1" He said, "I
have no light upon it, my dear. The Lord has not given me any intimation about it, but whether I liye or die it is all right. I am in the
Lord's hands." The next day I said to him, "Do you feel comfortable
in your mind, dear brother 1" He replied, "I am resting in the confidence of faith. I do not feel any great joy or manifestation, but
my mind is peaceful; I am not harassed, through the tender mercy of
my God. 'I know whom I have believed.''' On the Friday after, the
physician told me it was, he feared, a serious case. ,Vhen I went back
to his room, seeing me much distressed, he said, "You must not distress yourself so much, my dear. I am in the Lord's hands, whether
for life or death, and I am looking forward to that eternal inheritall(e
that is prepared for us, you and me. Only think what a prospect £01'
such poor sinful worms as we are! I am meditating on that chaptH'
in Corinthians, 'For ".e knolV that if our earthly house of thifl
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tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
For in this we
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is
from heaven.' "
His sufferings were intense, the disease being internal tumour and
peritonitis, and his mouth and tongue so parched he was not able to
converse but very little, but he was very patient and submissive to all that
was being done to comfort and relieve his sufferillgs, and thanked his
kind. physician for being so attentive and tender with him. On the
Saturday evening his dear old friend, lVIr. ,V. Aylwin, whom he had
known and valued over fifty years in brotherly union, came to see him,
although himself quite an invalid. Being very deaf, my dear brother
said, "Tell him my feet are firm upon the Rock, and I have been
thinking of that hymn, 'Christ is the eternal Rock;' and tell him I
have been meditating on that chapter, 'For we kno" that if our
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved.' Tell him to lllark
the' we know '-mark, 'we know.'" His dear friend engaged in prayer
by his bedside very sweetly and earnestly, and "as much affected.
He entreated the Lord to keep the enemy in the background, that
he may not be permitted to harass or distress his mind, but that He
would graciously be pleased to give him a peaceful and happy issue
out of all his affiictions, which was mercifully answered, 'as he did not
once complain or speak of darkness or of the Lord's absence. He also
earnestly prayed that we, his dear sisters, might be supported under
this severe tria1.
,Vhen this dear friend left, he said, "I shall be up early in the
morning, to see him again, if spared;" but, while dressing to comc, he
was seized with another stroke of paralysis (the effects of the one he
had the (.larly part of the year, while staying at Southsea, he was still
suffering from). He was quite insensible, and laid in that state till
Friday morning, December 19th, when the Lord dismissed his spirit
from the suffering body, to be with Him for ever (aged seventy-nine
years).
Sabbath after1ioon.-Mr. Coppard called to see my dear brother. He
said much 'which I could not hear, it being difficult for him to
articulate, but he spoke of the covenant very sweetly-how the Eternal
'Three were engaged for our redtmption. He said, "I have not one
good work to plead; my whole trust and confidence is in the finished
work of Christ. I am lost in wonder, love, and praise, to think such
a 'poor vile sinner as I should be interested in the precious blood of
Christ, that blood which cleanses from all sin." He then repeated the
whole of the hymn, " Not all the blood of beasts," &c. He was much
refreshed by this short visit of one of the Lord's ministering servants.
In the evening he repeated, '" For our light affiiction, which is but for
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding weight .of glory.' Yes,
it is only a little while here."
At one time on the Monday he repeated, "There is therefore now
. no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." The pain he
e.ndured was very great till about a quarter of an hour before he
breathed his last, when he became calm, looking very peacefu1. I said
to him, ,,'When thou passest through the valley;" and paused to see
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if he could hear, when he said very feebly, "Thy rod and Thy staff
they comfo'rt me." My brother Robert said, " Do you know us all, brother~
Do you know 1rho is in the room with you ~" when he mentioned us
.all by name. A short time after Robert said, "If you are happy,
brother John, signify it by raising your hand," which he did gently,
<1nd as far as his exh:1Usted state permitted, thus testifying that he
was quite consc:ious to the last, and so peacefully breathed out his soul
to God who gaye it, that we could scarcely believe the spirit had
fled, at a quarter to seven on Tuesday morning, December 9th, 1879.
And how inuch I saw the goodness of God towards us that we had
no one about us but the Lord's dear children, even to the performing
the last offices for the dear remains. I cannot express what I felt
<1bout this. As one dear friend remarked, "the Lord was in it all,"
as though we should have all the consolation it was possible for us to
have in our deep distress. No, the Lord did not leave us, nor forsake
'Us.

...,

In the providence of God Mr. Sinden, of Midhurst, has supplied
occasionally in Chichester since last }\1ay, under whose ministry my
beloved brother was much favoured to hear with profit and power,
.and in his visits to him there 1ras an evident drinking into one
.spirit; the best things alone, as Mr. Sinden said on the day of his
funeral, occup3ing their time and attention, and he was the means
(though at the time unconsciously so) of being a great comfort to him;
but the last time Mr. Sinden saw him, which ,ras the IVednesday
morning previous to his death, he told him that the Lord had been
pleased to make his ministry a blessing to his soul, and upon his
leaving, he stood up and exhorted him, "as a young man," in such a
very solemn manner as Mr. Sinden has said since, "he could not
forget."
It 1YaS his wi:3h that :\11'. Sinden should be asked to bury him,
which he did on the 15th, and his old friend and brother in
the Lord, Mr. Hammond, of GO:3port, with whom he had been in
union over forty years, also took part in the service at the cemetery; and Mr. Harbour, with wholll he had always felt united in
.spirit, and another friend from Brighton, most kindly came to follow
him to his last resting place; and many other friends were also
present.
In the evening there was a service in the chapel. Mr.
Hammond gave out the hymns, and Mr. Sillden preached a very
impressive sermon from the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, last clause
of fifth verse: "Before his translation he had this testimony, that he
pleased God."
And so the Lord has been pleased to gather hOllle to Himself our
precious brother, with whom we had lived in sweet peace and unison
thirty-one years. He was like father and brother to us, and th,~ bitter
grief will come when we dwell upon our great loss; but, when we are
.enabled to think that he is now really enjoying the substance of that
.sweet hymn of dear Hart's he would often giYe out in the dear chapel
with much feeling, "Heaven is that holy, happy place," we then feel
.comforted that we are only left to battle on a little longer with sin,
'satan, and the world, and then wc trust we shall be again re-united
with those of our dear family gone before.
E. O.
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THE BISHOP OF MANCHESTER
OF LENT.

UPO~

THE SEASON

[In a sermon preached by the Bishop of :Manchester, at the churc1i
of St. Mary Redcliff, Bristol, on Sunday evening, February 8th, he
made the followipg remarks, tending plainly to show the worthless-ness and hypocrisy of the system of will-worship so widely adopted
at this season of Len t. It reminds us of the practice of the Jews,
who were proverbial for their extravagant fa~sting before their fasting.
What avail will all such Lental restrictions and superficial, heartless
observances be in the last great day of account, when He who searche&
the hearts and tries the reins of the children of men summons such
hypocritical pretenders to His bar, when He shall "render to eYery
man according to his works" ?-ED.]
"THEY knew (said the Bishop) that this strict season, as observed'
in the Church of Rome, was preceded by a carniYal-a brief season
of more than ordinary licence. The other day, staying in a place
of fashionable resort where there were many wealthy people, he found
them almost complaining of the crowd of dinner parties, concerts, and..
balls which were being given-a life oj dissipation mrs to be got ovebef01'e the strict penitential discipline of forty days' mortification began; so
that human nat~tre, uhether Roman Catholic 01' Protestant, was not essentially
very different in -its foundation. There was a popular hyl1lll-but not
on that account a ,ery wholesome one-which represented the Christian
as surrounded by a multitude of foes, and he was urged to" , Smite them by the virtue
Of the Lmten fast.'

"But all this seemed to him sadly too mechanical, and he was gla&
just now, when looking over the programme of special services to be
held in that church, to see that they would be addressed more on
the spiritual than the material discipline of Lent; on the government
of the temper, the control of the affections, the practice of selfexamination, and the use of both private and public prayer as instruments
of this godly discipline. They could not, he assured them, try as
they would, shut out the flesh and the uevil by material discipline;
it was the heart that must be trained, if it was to be proof agains~
the temptations and allurements of the world. The Church of England,
in her mind expressed in the Prayer Book-and it was the best
expression she could have, and it would be better if her members
would neither go beyond or fall short of that expression-had wisely
laid down no iron rule in telling them how to keep Lent. She did
not tell them that it was a great offence to eat meat in Lent without having an indulgence from a bishop or a priest. She would that
everyone should be guided in his own mind and conscience as to
what to do or what to refrain from doing. The ascetic temper was
very often unsympathising and severe in tone.
The words of the
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Gospel that, if a man hated not his father and mother, he could not
be Ohrist's disciple, were sometimes strained by those who complied
with the letter rather than the spirit of the 'Vord. This violent rushing
'from grave to gay, from lively to severe,' was hardly in her spirit,
or like that of her great Exemplar. The ascetic temper was too often
hard, unsympathising, intolerant; the literalism of disciplinary obedience
was too often alien, if not directly contrary to' the temper of Ohristianity.
He lately read the story of Sister Dora, a lady nurse who laboured for
fifteen years among the colliery population of vValsall. Dora had been
ordered to -go into Devonshire, and was preparing to go when the news
came that one whom she tenderly loved was dangerously ill. Dora
asked the superior whether she might exchange the Devonsllire case for
the higher duty of going to nurse her father, but was told, 'N 0 ;
natural affection must be crucified,' in obedience to this pseudo-literal
interpretation of Ohrist's word-she must hate her father, and leave him
If they told him that was the principle of Ohristo die, as he did,
tianity, he read the New Testament in a very different spirit. This
morbid, unhealthy reading of Christ's command, which seemed generally
to result from unwholesome spiritual power-the foundation of what
English people must and did hate so much as priestcraft-not only disHis blood boiled
tressed and disturbed, but positively angered him.
within him as he ?'ead of that 'intolerable tyranny.
If to-day the sceptic,
infidel, or man of yicious life could be conyerted by any representation
of the Ohristian spirit, it "Was in this noble chapter that the gracious
news was found. If there was to be any hope-though he had ceased
to dream the fond dream-of a reunion of Ohristendom, the work must
be attempted upon the well-understood basis of mutual Ohristian
charity. No dmtbt to-day the ~I)orld was mnning after other things. it was
canght by glitter, senscttions, spectacles, novelties, and eloqnen<:,e. It did not
believe in nnder-currents and silent processes, which were as truly the
methods of Christ as science told them they were the methods of
nature by which the world was made. Most of them were more or
less of the temper of Christ's brethren, but not much akin to His
spirit. They said, 'Show this to the ~vorld: Their prmul spirit was only
too fond of showing itself to the world,. and hence came all the vanity and
shams, cmd pm'haps half the hypoc1'isy which disfigw'ed the j'eligion oj the
1vorld. Men with their pseudo-literalism were certainly not much inclined
to put their candles under their bed,;, but set them on candlesticks,
and wished everybody to praise their little candles for giving light.
They who were put into candlesticks might attmet C1'01vds, bnt often jailed
to see themselves,' they preached, but did not pmctice, and sometimes, as
a lower form of degradation, they preached what they only half
believed."
Speaking of Mr. MUller's Orphan House at Ashley Down, the Bishop
said, " On Saturday afternoon he went, with an awakened spirit of curiosity, to see that wonderful institution which a single man had created OH
Ashley Down. He went over one of the houses, and saw four hundred
and fifty orphan girls who were trained, disciplined, and taught there.
vVhat struck him most was seeing the children grouped into large classes
of one hundred and fifty or one hundred and seventy each. Some people
might think the discipline somewhat mechanical, and produced by the
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spirit of a martinet, but he could discover nothing of the kind. They were
most struck with the wonderful gentleness with which the most admirable
discipline was maintained. Of course, in an hour's visit, he could not
discover whether the spirit of love was there, but he thought it was.
One could generally read, more especially in a woman's countenance,
whether she loved children, and taught them in a spirit of love. At any
rate, he felt sure the spi1"it of gentleness was there, and that was very closely
a7cin to love. A look, gesture, the softest word-all done so softly
and quietly that they who stood behind the teacher were hardly conscious of any movement or utterance-proved enough to direct and
restrain one hundred and seventy children."

THE TRIUMPHS OF GRACE.

To the Editor of the Gospel .Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I fear your readers will be puzzled by the extract
which appears in January Magazine from the sermon I preached at
Mary-Ie-port, Bristol, on the occasion of the death of our dear friend,
Mr. Walker. I did not feel it was of sufficient importance to send
any correction to the Bristol paper in which it was first given,
and I did not imagine it would be reproduced elsewhere. In speaking
of our dear brother's desire to make Christ eYerything, I remarked,
in every picture He was the centre figure, and he turned a broadside on
every effort of puny man which would deign (dare] to interfere with the
sinner's salvation, which is wholly of God, from first to last. I almost
fancy your readers will thus read even what is reported, but you 1',ill,
in any case, excuse my troubling you 1\-ith this word.
However, it is not merely to ask this I write, but to add a few
words in reference to some solemn events which have occurred in our
very midst during the last few weeks-indeed, since my retul'll from
Bristol. A builder, who has long worshipped with us, was thrown out
of the cart in which he was driving, and died instantaneously. I feel,
even in this case, his friends sorrow not "Without hope. Se,eral of us
here have had conversation with him; and he spoke freely of the hope
the Lord had given him; and, just before the e,entful day on which
he died, one of our people had a long conversation with him, when,
with tears flowing from his eyes, he remarked he had not enjoyed
anything so much for a long period.
The second case is that of a captain of a merchant vessel, a deeplytaught, godly man, who had been in the employment of the firm with
whom he laboured for thirty-three years. He never would sail on
Sunday, and his omployers had such confidence in and regard for him,
that they always allowed him to please himself; and to hear him
state how the Lord appeared for and prospered him, by causing him
to get into port as soon as those who started on Sunday, was most
touching. He had the boldness of the lion with the gentleness of the
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lamb. A more consistent Christian I never met. The Lord's people
amongst us were greatly attached to him, and enjoyed much spiritual
communio~l with him.
He was a man of fervent prayer, and his letters
to his wife are very spiritual and excellent, and his instructions to her
with respect to his dear children are worthy of imitation, and most
Scriptural. He was blowing the "fog-horn" in a storm when a rope
broke on which he was leanillg, and he fell overboard and was drowned.
I saw his dear wife soon after the sad intelligence reached her, and
the calm, qu~et resignation she evidenced could only come from the Lord,
and I never saw the grace of God more exemplified. The pO'Jr widow's
pecuniary position is quite altered by this sad blow. However, the
promise is given, and the God of the fatherless and widow will provide
and fulfil His own word. Already friends are endeavouring to raise a
sum of money to help her, and the poor woman awaits, with calm
resignation and confidence, her heavenly Father's will. I feel it right
to bear this testimony to the power and grace of God. The husband
was brought by the wife amongst us in much soul trouble, where the
Lord blessed him, and his consistent life redounded to the Master's
praise.
Again, we have lw,d a sergeant of the Royal Marine Artillery for
some tweh'e months attending the "Circus." The Lord met with him
through a comrade, and he was induced to come and hear the ,Vord
preached, strange to say, in order that he might see how much the
preacher was wrong, and should be ayoided, \I'hen the Lord so blessed
what he heard that he never could be induced to go elsewhere. He
afterwards, in endeavouring to recount a little of the Lord's goodness,
so broke down with tears that he could not tell me what he desired,
and he subsequently wrote me one of the most touching of letters,
elTidencing deep and blessed teaching of the Holy Ghost. He was
well knoll'n, too, to not a few, and his loss is much mourned by them. A
few Sundays ago he came in the evening (and he lived about two miles
from the Circus), when a se,ere chill came on, and he went home amid
raiu and piercing wind, became seriously ill with inflammation of the
lungs, and in a few days he died at Haslar Hospital.
I went over to see him when I heard of his illness, 1ut his spirit
He was often delirious, but the nurses and
was with the Lord.
friends spoke of his end as most remarkable. He was constantly
praying for all he loved in the flesh and in the Lord, and continually
sung hymns, touchingly illustrating the Lord's goodness to him.
He
has left, too, a widow and five children, but his life was insured, so
that they are not left penniless. The poor widow told me the other
day how much he enjoined her to watch over the dear children, that
they might be preserved from the snares and subtleties of Ritualistic
teaching around, and he begged her never to allow them to attend
any school where the taint of Ritualism was foulld. The dear fellow
was one of the finest men I ever saw, and in his uniform looked most
imposing, and yet the childlike humility and the grace in him were
marvellous. His last words to his wife were, "Eliza, my religion is
l'ight. I am going through the dark valley. I am not afraid; the
Lord is with me. There is only one more turning to take, and it
will be all over."
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Again, we have had another marvellous testimony to the grace of
God in the case of a young man (Mr. John Hammond) who has
been suddenly called to his rest. He was in a good position in
business here, but he loved to work for the Master, and was "instant
in season and out of season" to serve Him. He was early brought
to know the Lord as his portion.
I remember well, upon one
occasion, his expressing gratitude to the Lord for a large blessing
vonchsafed in connection with a special sermon upon the subject of
faith and assurance. He married a dear servant of the Lord, some
few years since, and the union has been most happy, and cementecl
in the only true and solid bond. On Sunday week Mr. Hammond
was preaching at Cranleigh, and, after speaking very sweetly from
1 Timothy i. 16, he wrote a touching letter to his wife, who
he had left far from well, in which he says, "I am continually thinking of you and the dear children, and my only cumfort
in leaving you is to commend you to a kind Providence. I
find the cold on my chest increases, and I spoke with much
difficulty and pain this morning, not through lack of matter, but
through soreness of the bronchial tubes. I was mercifully and abundantly helpeu, yet found the flesh weak whilst the spirit was willing.
I feel it to be an exceeding rich blessing to have God's peace,
keeping my heart and mind in Christ Jesus, so that 'none of these
outward things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself,
so that I may finish my course with joy, and the ministry which God
has, in His abundant grace, committed to me.' May He enable me, by
the power of the Holy Ghost, to be more faithful and diligent in
fulfilling of my trust, and pardon all my manifold errors."
The young man came home on Monday e\-ening, but was yery ill,
and, notwithstanding the attention he received, he died the following
evening. Not a few can testify to the blessing received through his instrumentality. He was a most unselfish Christian, a.lways cheerfully helping
all he could j and he counted it a privilege to spend and be spent fm'
the Master he loved, and who had so largely blessed him. I saw
his dear wife just after the end, and here again I must bear testimony
to the power of divine grace. "Vith the most intense feeling of
sorrow, the Lord gave quiet and calm resignation, and bowing to His
own Fatherly will and appointment j and I can but praise God for
His faithfulness to His own promise in this case too, in giiing strength
equal to the day of need, and in affording His own support and
vouchsafing His own peace. The funeral took place yesterday. A
large number of dear and sorrowing friends attended j and not a few
who are looking forward to the same eternal rest, and with the
same blessed hope. Dear Mr. Hammond was too ill to speak much at
last, but he signified that all was well.
These four, my dear friend, are solemn cases j and I was helped, last
Sunday evening, to preach from the words (Matthew xxiv. H)," Therefore be ye also 'ready, for in such all hour as ye think not the Son
of Man cometh." I pray the Lord may bless His own ''''lord, that we
may all have the girded loins, feet shod, lights burning, and lamps.
trimmed, as those who wait for their Lord. Dear Mr. Walker and
Mr. Covell are gone also, and bow many more! May those who remarn
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be helped to witness a good confession, and more than ever may they
experience the Lord's smile and favonr until, in unclouded sunshine,
they behold the King in His beauty, where "the Lamb is all the glory
in Emmanuel's land."
Believe me, very sincerely yours in best bonds,
Southsea, January 21, 1880.
J. C. MARTIN.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND:-It has been laid upon my mind to ask your
readers to order a few copies of your Retracings and ReneUJings, and
Mr. Cowell's JiVayside Notes, for the naval and military reading rooms,
and to present to a few soldier and sailor friends,. who are nobly bearing
the burden and heat of the day in foreign lands. Believing that we
cannot circulate too much of sound Gospel truth in these times of
grievous declension from the 'Vord of God, and knowing that your
fifty years' diary is well calculated to do present good to the souls
of men, ,,-ho love to trace the operations of divine grac'l, I have
earnestly prayed that you might be encouraged to publish the gleanings
forthwith, and not leave the good work to the tender mercies of some
posthumous publisher.
Trimingham is the name of a small seaboard parish in Norfolk; and
mariners returning to Yarmouth, on rounding this part of the coast,
square yards, aud begin to claar up decks for homp., hence its supposed
derivation, "Trimming-far-home." Surely the Bristol fisherman, now in
sight of his seventieth harbour, cannot do betler than to gi ve his fellowpassengers a present taste of so valuable a cargo, and they will heartily
thank him for the discharge, and pray that his vessel may neither grow
leaky, b\lcome unserviceable, much less knocked to pieces, for very many
years yet to come. 'Yhile writing these remarks, the following letter is put
into my hand from a young gentleman just beginning business for himself ;
and, since it contains some weighty observations on the voyage of life,
I reproduce them here for the benefit of the Lord's little ones, who are
well-nigh overwhelmed at times, in looking at the boisterous ocean
around and within them :"DEAR MR. BRIDEI:-,-I have forwarded to you to-day two boxes of
books, carriage paid to London, and hope you will receive them in clue
time. I could desire that your labour may meet with its reward under
God's grace of leading poor sinners to searching of heart, and the
turning from darkness to light. I am sure we should not grow weary
in well doing, but how exceedingly treacherous is my heart! If the Lord
were to charge me with hypocrisy I couldn't answer Him, 'not even one
of a thousand,' but I would desire to come with humble contrition and
repentance, and not be left to harden myself, which would soon be
the case but for the Lord looking upon me from time to time. The
Lord's hand has gone out against the land, and is much felt by the
farmers in the 1lighting of the crops, and now the rapid progress the
disease of rot is making amongst the flocks. Many are dying in this
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parish, but in much mercy the Lord is withholding that rod from me at
present. I hope it may have a gracious, humbling effect. I see myself
a: poor loathsome creature, not worthy of the least of His mercies.
I do heartily wish I could love Him more, and serye Him better, from
a felt sense of His love shed abroad in the heart, for I feel it would
then have a right effect."
Ah! dear brother, I doubt not that your fifty years' log contains
much that would show this dear young man where his vessel now is,
or my reckonilJgs for the past twenty years have been lamentably
incorrect. "",Vhen the Lord shall buiZcl np Zion, He shall appear in His
glory. He will regard the prayer of the (lestitute, lfunny stones for a
fonndation!] and not despise their prayer. This shall be written
for the generation to come; and the people which shall be created
[anew in Christ Jesus] shall praise the Lord."
Yours faithfully for Christ's sake,
Devizes Road, Snlisb1t1'!I.
CHARLES BRIDER.

,

OUR TIMES.
THE three years and a half mentioned by the prophet Daniel, and in
the Revelation, have, as we believe, reference to the future. Moreover, the condition of Christendom at this moment most painfully
betokens the near approach of this period. The extent to which the
Church of England is leavened with the apostacy, and the supine, selfsatisfied state of the professing Church outside her pale, may well
awaken every thonghtful mind to our solemn condition at this juncture. As we but recently intimated, for more than for y years we
have testified that, if a crisis came, and men \"\ere called either tlJ die or
deny" the faith once delivered to the sain s," notwiths anding all their
boasted name and fame as Protestants, in the exercise of a pitiable" expediency," and for safety's sake, the majority would yield to the party in
power. Such has been our conviction and uniform testimony, and we
have lived (as doubtless many of our readers haye done) to see how,
little by little, those of great profession and of high.sounding words have
yielded, step by step, to the introduction of the thin edge of the wedge,
by countenancing and even taking an actiYe part in sensational services
and high ritual practices, from the veriest approach 0 which their
hearts once would have recoiled. As one simple iLustration, we may
mention the case of a lady who really seemed to have been savingly
taught of God. When asked how it was she could attend a Ritualistic
church, her answer was, that she could not afford to pay for sittings
at church, and, as her children preferred the musical services, she did
not like to separate herself from them, and therefore she went where
they went. Now, we believe this is only one case out of thousands.
Moreover, another instance has just been brought before us, which has
caused us a grief inexpressible. The son and daughter of one of the
most spiritually.taught and highly-favoured of believers, have just thrown
aside that devotion and close adherence to the truth so long exhibited
by the latter in a pre-eminent degree. Both the one and the otber baye
gone into the "religious world," so·called. That is, whiht the one
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professionally (being an ordained minister of the Church of England)
follows the externals of religion, in a rigid adherence to mere ritual and
ceremony, the other sympathises in pursuit and practice. The form
and observance having been attended to, neither the one nor the other
sees any harm in the theatre and such pleasures. The eternity of
punishment is denied, and thus both the one and the other are on
the high road to avowed infidelity. What hold, therefore, can mere
educational training or parental influence retain, unless there be that
vital change of heart which God the Holy Ghost alone can effect?
We candidly state that we were never more surprised or astounded than
in at least one of the cases to which we have referred, for deeper interest
and more thorough seeming spirituality, in connection with the most
marked and special of examples, both in principle and practice, we
certainly never met. ,,'le appeal, therefore, to the truly spirituallyenlightened reader, and <.sk, Can we feel other than concerned,
when we consider the character of the times in which we live, and
the destructive influences which are at work ~ The sainted mother
of those of whom we have just spoken does, as it were, re-present
herself to our imagination; and oh, could a sigh or a tear be
heaved or shed in heaven, such a case as that we have mentioned
THE EDITOR.
would be the cause.

Grove Chapel Pulpit.

Fifty-two Sermons by THOUAS BRAIJBURY, Minister
of Grove Chapel, CamberwelL London: Robert Banks.
THIS is the third volume of this series of clear, sound, Scriptural, and outspoken sermons. The preacher has chosen as his motto for the title-page
of the volume before us, the Apostle's words to the elders of the Church at
Ephesus, "I haye not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel
of God." No preacher, we consider, has a greater right to adopt this
language, emphatic as it is, than the pastor of Grove Chapel. Page after
page of this volume ratifies the fact. The cost, however, of such a course,
in regard to the preacher's own soul-exercises and deep heart-travail-yea,
and oftentimes intense spiritual anguish-in sllch flesh-pleasing, compromising days as these, Done can imagine but those who experimentally realise.
It is hard for the man who would render himself affable and pleasaut
to his poor fellow-sinners, to resist the cry, " Speak unto us smooth things,
prophesy deceits." Better far, howeler, ten thousand times to have byand-bye theLol'd's "Well done, good and faithful servant," than all the vain
plaudits of one's poor frail, fallen fellow-man. When the last great day
of reckoning comes, how many a professed steward of the Lord of hosts
will not only be called to endure the frown of his Maker, but through
an endless eternity the reproaches of those whom in time such ruined
by their fulsome flatteries, unscriptural teaching, and lamentablymisleading example. Oh, if ever there was a day in which it behoved
the Lord's servants to cry to Him that He would make and keep them
jctithjt,l, it is the day in which we live. Moreover, never was there a period
in which the professed servants of Christ had greater need to consider
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well the Apostle's words, " Do I now persuade men, or God 7 or do I seek
to please men 7 for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ."
Critical as the testing may be, and difficult to
ascertain what the man and his teaching, there is, after all, a very
ready mode of coming at a safe and Scriptural conclusion in regard to
so all-important a matter. Does the preacher deal in the "DO" or
the "DONE" 7 If the former, he is pandering to the flesh, which, as
IGllg as it can cherish the idea of some (however small) ability of
the creature to aid in the work of salvation, is gratified. If, on the
other hand, the 'thorough helplessness and antago;)'ism of poor human
nature is declared, and the entirety of redemption ascribed to the
Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and sovereignly brought
home and applied to the sinner's heart and conscience by God the
Holy Ghost, that testimony will be uncongenial to, and resisted by,
the proud, unhumbled, self-sufficient, and self-satisfied. Now, to which
In the sermons before us
does the teaching lean is the question.
there is no .difficulty whatever in deciding. From first to last they
bespeak the great and glorious fact, "By grace are ye saved, through
faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works,
lest any man should boast."

Gmcious Words. ANew Series of Illuminated Texts, Surrounded by
Chaste Floral Border, beautifully Printed in Twelve Colours. London:
Book Society; Bristol: W. Mack.
THIS is another of the many series of illuminated texts published by
Mr. Mack and the Book Society, At a time when the ,Yord of God is so
set at nought, 'we rejoice in the fact that from this one source alone,
within the last few months, above a hundred tholGand tablets, containing
various selections from the sacred \'{ord, have been issued. Moreover,
the attractive form in which they are got up not only ensures them a
ready and extensive sale, but a permanent place on the walls of the
cottager and the artisan. Vife rejoice in any means that may be adopted
for bringing forward and foremost the ,Vord of the living God.
The Garden Omcle and Floricultuml Yenr Book for 1880. By SHIRLEY
HIBBERD, Editor of the Gaj'dener's JJlaga,ine. London: GcU'dener's
Maga.zine Office. Price One Shilling.
EXCELI.ENT. Contains a calendar for the year and a calendar of garden
work; notes on new plants, flowers, and vegetables; practical hints for
storage of potatoes, &c.; and several (including one coloured) illustrations.
Stories of Child Life, in Prose. Edited by JOHN GREEC\fLEAF 'VHITTIER.
Illustrated. London: Book Society.
FULL of interest, and beautifully got up. There is so much that is
suo-o-estive, and so calculated to draw out the thinking powers of a
chiYa, that the book will necessarily become a favourite with the
juveniles.
The City Press. London: W. H. AKD L. COLLINGRIDGE.
RECENT numbers of this bi-weekly journal have contained some deeplyinteresting articles upon the subject of City Churches.

