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THE REMINDER.
"And Thon saidst, I wilt sltrely do thee goOd."-GENEslS xxxii. 12·
DURING the never-to-be-forgotten Irish famine of 1846-7, the poor
applicants for help were not a little pleased when they could say,
« You jJ1'omised me so-and-so."
If' a promise, therefore, from tlle
lips of a poor, frail fellow-creature be of such value, how much
more so when a pledge is given by Him who changes not, and
who is never at a loss for power to fulfil His word or to carry
out His designs!
There are some precious lessons irr connection with the arguments
:and entreaties which the patriarch presented at the footstool of
mercy, as expressed in this chapter. May the Lord the Spirit be
pleased so to shine in upon His vVord at this time, that we may be
~mabled to gather instruction and profit from our contemplations.
-VVe look to Thee, 0 Thou blessed and eternal Spirit, for this so
rich and distinguishing a mercy. Open 'l'hou our eyes, that we
may behold the great and wondrous things which are contained
in Thy law; and do grant, we pray Thee, that dew and unctior..
and power may attend the testimony that 'l'hou mayest enable ne
to give. Thou knowest, blessed Spirit, that" power belongeth unto
God," and to God alone! It is this jJower, therefore, that we
€arnestly crave at Thy hands.
Reader, if the Holy Ghost should graciously enlighten our understandings, we shall note a striking proof, in the Lord's dealings
with the patriarch, that the plainer and the more undoubted His
promises and assurances, the severer the aper-test in regard to those
promises and assurances. Hence, seeming contradictions and apparent
denials, with respect to this or that word spoken, are no proof
whatever that such promises were not given or such assurances
made. So far from this, if the experience of both Old and New
Testament believers be carefully considered, and the leadings and.
dealings of the Most High, with respect to His people, since
Bible-days, be considered likewise, it will be found that the ,qreatel'
K
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the death upon the promise, or the more ttnlikely, apparently, tltis
or that engagement being futfilled, in a Scriptural point of view,
the greater the ccrtainty of the pledge, in due time, becoming a
plain matter of fact. This is the Lord's way of working. This

is His mode of crushing the power and quenching the pride of
the creature; and this His method of securing what alone belongs
to Himself, namely, the wisdom and the mercy and the majesty
of His own handiwork.'
Now, as the Lord the Spirit may enable, we shall keep this
in view, as we proceed to contemplate His dealings with His
servant J acob.
First, let us remember that the course the patriarch was pursuing was in strict accordance with the Lord's direct'ion, and upon
this fact was based his after-plea, "The Lord which saidst unto
me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal
well with thee." Whatever might have been his self-will or his
frowardness, upon other occasions-whatever his" I will," or "I
will not," upon such occasions-in this respect, and at this time,
and under these circumstances, he was clear. Where he was he
was by divine command.
Ah! reader, there is all the difference between the Lord's saying
to Elijah," Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide
thyself by the brook Cherith," and "he went and did accQ?'ding
to the word of the Lord," and his after-course, when, left to his
own wisdom and creature-choice, "he arose and u'ent for ltis lije."
Moreover, in the case of the prophet J onah, how vast the distinction-the Lord's saying, "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and cry against it," and the fact that "he rose up to .flee
unto Tarshish, from the presence of the Lord." Now, neither had
Elijah nor J onah any warrant from the Lord as to the course
either the one or the other at this time pursued. Both, in
measure and degree, left to themselves, the one from fear and
the other from j;"ozoardness, "sowed to the flesh," and, as a consequence, "reaped corruption."
Upon the overruling of the Most High in respect to their then
position and circumstances, both for the display of His own
That
divine pity and almighty power, we do not now enter.
embraces another and quite a distinct subject. With what we
have now to do is, the counsel and direction of the Lord, as to
this or that course. Hence, we repeat that the consciousness,
upon the part of J acob, that he was where he was by divine
direction, was that which furnished him with a powerful, and we
had nearly said, unanswerable, argument at the mercy-seat.
Hence he sumilled up his plea with the words at the head of
this article, ".A.url Thou saidst, I 'Will surely do thee good."
We pause here, because we well know what advantage the
great adverRary is wont to take with fpoor souls, and how he will
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worry upon these very grounds. " Ah !" saith he, "Jacob was
counselled of God, and he fell in with.thatcoullsel; but you have
had no such counsel; or, if you had, have failed to follow it.
Hence your present defeat and trouble." Well, admitted that
such has been the case, and that present frustrations of plans and
disappointment in regard to purposes are but the natural consequence of self-will and fleshly determination, or creature obstinacy,
although there may be ample cause for humility, contrition, ann
brokenness of heart before God, yet these are no grounds whatever
for discouragement, much less despair.
Although wo have not the least possible wish to make light ot'
Elijah's fretfulness or J onah's frowardness-in both the sirr and
folly of our poor fallen nature was but too evident-let us not, at
the same time, lose sight of the fact that, in each instance, the
frailty and shortcomings of the creature only made room for the
richer display of the pity, tenderness, and compassion of Him who
"delighteth in mercy!" In what a marked and marvellous
manner did the Lord, as it were, flee to the rescue of His poot,
self-willed servants! In the one case, He ministered so tenderly,
and lovingly, and opportunely to the then weak and weary condition; in the other, how blessedly was the wayward one brought to
know and acknowledge that" salvation is of the Lord"! In what
an astounding manner was he taught that most glorious truth; and
into what depths literally was he led, in order to feel and
acknowledge it!
Sad and sinful as both the language and the conduct of
Elijah and J onah, in themselves considered, 'were, yet, but for the
facts having been left on record, what an insight we should have
lost into the forbearance and faithfulness of our God, as brought
to bear upon them! In what a blessed relief and in what striking
contrast do the pity and the power of J ehovah stand, as compared
with the distrust and the determination of His poor finite creatures!
Dear reader, personally there are few passages we bring more
frequently before the Lord-especially in the wakefulness of
the night-season-as the ground of argument and appeal,
than His own word, "I knew that thou wouldest deal very
treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from the womb"
(Isa. xlviii. 8); and the declaration of Moses to Israel, "Understand therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good
land to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiff-necked
people. Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst the :Cord
thy God to wrath in the wilderness; from the day that thou
didst depart out of the land of Egypt, until ye came unto this
place, ye have been rebellious against the Lord" (Deut. ix. 6, 7).
Hence we tell the Lord that He had not to wait, in order to test
and see what our conduct would be. There was no need, on His
'part, of e:rpcrimcnting,., so as to pro....e what we should be, for He
K :J
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knew from all eternity both what we should be and what we
should do. Living, as He does, in one eternal "NOW," "all
things stand naked and open before Him;" and, in the face
of all, He covenanted to be and to do all that should redound to
His glory and be needed for our good.
. Hence, dear reader, supposing you have been guilty of waywardness or indiscretion; admitted that you have wandered or
backslidden; presuming that you have "forsaken the fountain of
living waters, and hewn out for yourself cisterns, broken cisterns,
that can hold no water," is there, therefore, "no balm in Gilead,
and no Physician there?" Oh, consider, beloved, how largeyea, how very large-a proportion of holy Scripture bears upon
the Lord's dear children as wayward, wanton, self-willed, ungrateful, distrustful, rebellious; and yet what truth comes forth
more beautifully or more blessedly than Jeremiah xxxi. 20: "Is
Ephraim My dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake
against him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore My
bowels are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon
.him, saith the Lord"? Oh, how we quote that likewise (in the
,night-season especially) before the Lord!
Well, then, presuming we may have touched some reader's
;state or condition, perhaps such an one may ask, "What, then,
mnder the circumstances, am I to do?" vVhat ? Why, be it
'yours to have grace from Himself to give heed to His own
blessed Word, as expressed, for example, in Jeremiah iii. 12-15:
," Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say,
Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord; and I will not
cause Mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith
the Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever. Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the
Lord thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers
under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed My voice, saith
the Lord. Turn, 0 backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I
am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and
two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion: and I will
.give you pastors according to Mine heart, which shall feed you
with knowledge and understanding." Oh, what a word is that"Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed
;against Me"! Do mark that word" only "-" only "-so plain;so simple-shall we say, so easy? Yes, and so it is, when the
Lord the Spirit makes it so. Ah! and it is very blessed, too.
What! confession? Yes, confession! Not to man, mark you.
Oh, no, no; but to the Lord! It is indeed a sacred privilege
to crouch at His blessed feet-aye, in feeling and sweet and
sacred realization, as Mary did when she "washed Ilis feet with
her tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head." Blessed
HA RT knew the sweetness and the sacredness of this position
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when he said of repentance 01' true goLlly sorrow and compunction"Nor is it such a dismal thing,
As 'tis by some men n/\med;
A sinner may repent and sing,
Rejoice and be ashamed.
" 'Tis not the fear of hell n,lone,
For that may prove extreme;
Repenting saints the Saviour own,
And grieve for grieving Him."

What position can compare with the feet of Jesus? Knowing,
as she did, somewhat of His excellency, His beauty, His love,
can we wonder at Mary's seeking to avail herself of the privileged opportunity, by His visit at her house, to "sit at His feet
and hear His word"? What could all the things of time and
sense appear to her but as so many trifles, when compared with
His more immediate presence and His own divine teachiD~?
She was taking in then, that (although unconsciously) she might
store up for coming trials.
Who can tell what the stay and
what the support of the words of Jesus, when she was called
afterwards to wait at the sick-bed and smooth the dying pillow
of her departing brother?
Ah! reader, have you not again and again been placed in such
circumstances as at least mentally to exclaim, "Oh, what should
I have done under this trial, this affliction, this privation, this
most distressing and altogether unexpected visitation, had I not
had such and sl10h a visit from the Lord beforehand? I sec
now that tliat was to prepare me for tltis. I was thus, in His
own loving and graoious way, forewCl1"ned, in order that I might
be forearmed".2
It strikes us, at the moment of writing, that, some years ago,.
we were one evening so favourod and indulgerl in the pulpit
that we were perfeotly at a 108s to aocount for it. It did in deed
and of a truth seem "none other than the house of God, and
the very gate of heaven." "What," thought we, "is coming?"
We did not know but that wo were about to be called home
there and then. The mystery, however, was cleared up and the
problem solved soon afterwards, for, before the week was out,
we were laid by with siokness.
The feet of Jesus! Oh, sweet spot! sacred position I Highly
favoured indeed was he of whom wo read, "Now there was
leaning on Jesus' bosom one of His disciples whom Jesus loved; "
but, considering that even the thus greatly-privileged J ohu was
among those of whom it is testifiocl. that "they all forsook Him
and Hed," we venture to think that, by comparison, there was
one more highly favoured th!tll ovon J 01ln. Under the circurnsto.nces
-taking into account who.t wo are, where we are, and to what
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exposed as poor, ever-erring creatures--of the two positions, we
cov'et that of the man who was permitted and privilegeu. to "sit
at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind." What u favour
that! How rich, distinguishing, and blessed! How marked tile
proof of divine power! What an answer-how practical and
precious I-to the momentous question, "Is there anythillg too
bard for the Lord?"
Reader, contemplate, for a moment, the facts. "They arrived at
the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galileo,"
and that, too, after :1' stormy passage-fit emblem of the state of
mind of the mau on whose account Jesus had determined to visit
that spot. "And when he went forth to land, there met Him
out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time [mark
this, reader], :1nd ware no clothes, neither abode in any house,
but in the tombs." What a pitiable state of things! A maniac!
The terror of the surrounding neighbourhood!
Of all oreatures
the most to be avoided!
Given up as hopeless and helpless
indeed! But one resource apparently left, as a ground of relief,
and that his death!
But even under all these combined and most distressing circumstances. mark this: "When he saw Jesus." Ah 1 how did suoh
a man, in such a state, lcnow Jesus? How? Because Jesus
(almighty! all-powerful! with whom nothing is too hard 1) made
H:.imse?f knmon! drew him to Himself, and that, too, under this
apparently hopeless condition. "When he saw Jesus, he cried
out, and fell down before Him"-did not flee from Him, nor do
as' his neighbours aherwards did, "beseech Him to depart out of
their coasts." Oh, no, but he "fell down before Him, and, with a
loud voice, said, What have I to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son
of God most high? I beseech Thee, torment me not." Ah 1 he
might have thought that he had nothing to do with Jesus;
nevertheless, Jesus had an immensity to do both with and for
him! "For He had commanded the unclean spirit to oome out
of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: p.nd he was kept
bound with chains and in fetters; and he bra){e the bands, ond
What a state of
was driven of the devil into the wilderness."
things! Could they be surpassed? . Were it possible to conoeiv
of a more distressing or a more hopel/3ss oase? "And Jesus asked
him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: beoaus
many devils were entered into him."
You see, reader, it appears difficult to discover which was the
,speaker, the devil in the man, or the man himself. Does not this
bespeak the condition of many a sin-harassed, Satan-haunted as
well as Satan-hunted poor soul, in certain states and under certain
te-rnptations and fiery assaults of the wicked one? BUNYAN gives
a key to this bewildering and distracting state of thin.gs, in regard
to the blasphemous suggestions ,and fiery darts infused into tll
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mind of the beset and besieged one. In this state and condition
a poor tempted soul seems to himself to be given up to Satan;
hence he can discover no difference between himself and the wicked
one. It appears to him that they are both under one and the
same condemnation.
But Jesus knows how to distinguish and how to separate, in
His own good time and in His own most effectual way.
"And they [mark the 'they'] besought Him that He would
not command them to go out into the deep;" so that, in a sense,
they were His servants and at His command. "And there was
there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they
besought Him that He would suffer them to enter into them. And
He suffered them. Then went the devils out of the man, and entered
into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place
into the lake, and were choked." They could destroy the whole
herd of swine, although they could not destroy the poor man, long
time as they had possessed him; and why? Because there was
the same limit as in the case of Job, "but sa'vc his l{le!"
But now, dear reader, mark divine sovereignty in the wondrous
displays of grace and power. "When they that fed them [that
is, the swine] saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it
in the city and in the country." Although, they had personally
seen the effect of Jesus' power, how different their telling and
their testimony to that of the poor woman of Oanaan, who "left
her water-pot, and went her way into the city, and said to the
men, Oome, soe a Man whioh told me all that ever I did: is not
this the Ohrist?"
But observe, whilst the devils were driven into the swine, and
those that kept them jlf'd, the poor previously-possessed one was
.dmwn, and wllere to? 1'0 the feet of Jesus! What a differenoe !
How vast and important the distinction! Vriven! fled! drawn!
Reader, to which condition does yours apply?
"Then they went out to see what was done; and they came
to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were
departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right
mind: and they were afraid." Neither admired nor adored, but were
afraid; and, in their fear, "besought Him to depart from them."
Sad, sad indeed! How unlike the Samaritans to whom the woman
·of Oanaan went, who" besought Him that He would tarry with
them," and" said unto the woman, Now we believe, not beoause
,of thy saying, for we have heard Him ourselves, and know that
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world."
Reader, mark the vast difference between the one people and
-the other. Oh, how separating and distinguishing is rioh and
free graoe, under the exercise of divine sovereignty!
But see the man, " out of whom the devils were departed, sitting
at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind."
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Some poor miserable sceptic would ask, "Where did he get
his clothes from?" as though He who created the heavens and
the earth, and calleth the stars by their names, auo. who
knoweth all the fowls of the mountains, and fed about flvo
thousand men, beside women and children, with five barley 10a\'os
and a few small fishes, were at a loss for means to clotho l~
poor naked man! As though that self-same Almighty Oue woro
at last in a difficulty who ordained that, during their forty
years' wanderings in the wilderness, Israel's "feet should not
swell," nor the clothes of that mighty multitude "wax old."
"Sitting' at the feet of Jesus!" Attending! admiring! adoring'!
The every semblance of confusion, distraction, distress, dismay,
despair, gone-as completely fled as though it had never exisleo..
vVhatever the previous thoughts, feelings, utterances-however
dense the cloud or dark and dismal the forebodings-intense as
the gloom and utterly hopeless the prospect-all is right nolY.
The night has passed; the horrors have fled; the anguish has
subsided; sin, guilt, misery have given place to a heavenly calm
--the sweetest peace-the most beautiful serenity, Jesus, as in
a moment, hath made Himself "the All in all!" Not the shadow
of a shade of frown comes o'er His lovely countenance! Not the
semblance of reproach characterizes His words! Not the veriest
hint at what has been said or thought falls' from His lips! His
smile is the earnest, the foretaete, the pledge of that heaven
whioh awaits the now happy and dispossessed one! Oh, what
has been accomplished, and that as in a moment, nor in the
leastwise by creature efforts, free-will promises, or fleshly performances, but all by the lU01'd oj Jestts, and that in the face of
the most thorough hopelessness and apparently black despair!
"Is there anything too hard for the Lord?"
There is one thought in reference to the afore-named case we
are anxious to leave with the reader. Now, there are very
many of the dear children of God who continue in bonds and
fetters because, say they, they have never had the word
" pardon" or "forgiveness" spoken home to their hearts and oonsciences. Had the poor mad Gadarene, think you? Is there ought
said about it ? And yet, without doubt, under Satan's influenoe he
had thought and said terrible things. But could he have sat at
Jesus' feet, "clothed, and in his right mind," or would J eaus have
afterwards said, in answer to his prayer "that he might be with
Him," "Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great
things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had oompassion
on thee," if so be he had not been pardoned, forgiven, accepted,
adopted? Was not all this clearly involved and implied? Did
he not sllow the proof and the fruit thereof?
So, in like
manner, the seekino- and searching, the panting and longing,
the cry and the sigh after J esns, are sweet, precious, undoubted
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evidences of having been with Jesus, and being owned and
blessed of Him.
Dear reader, we have found, whilst writing, that tho wondrous
grace, the omnipotent power, the soothing words, and the loving
look of J esns have such a marvellous spiritually-magnetic attraction that, unintentionally, we have been drawn off from poor old
J acob. If the Lord, however, is pleased so to order it, we will
have more talk about him in our next. Meanwhile, may the
Lord havo you and ourselves in His holy keeping, and beneath
His gracious smile.
St. Luke's, Bedmintster, Januarv 28th, 1883.
THE EDITOR.

SONGS OF THE COMFORTER
THE CHURCH'S GHEAT :\ RED.

(Jom, xiv. Hi;

XI'.

5.)

BLEST Paraclete! 0 dew of God!
Distilled alone through Jesus' blood;
When weeps Thy Church with broken'
heart,
Called now from all most dear to part,
Spirit of Christ, descend and bless,
Nor leave her sad and comfortless!

Blest Comforter, the Light of life,
Oh, scatter error, heal all strife!
Oh, flood the universe with light,
The birth of day, and death of night t
Burst forth, 0 Sun! the work is
Thine,
To bid Thy Church arise and shine!

o loving Friend, all change above,

Whate'er she needs all dwells in Thee.
To fill and bless eternally;
And now she waits Thy powcr to
prove;
Thy presence is a sea of love,
Mirrored in which we see God's face,
Our Saviour's glory, truth, and grace.

Breathe forth the fragrance of Christ's
love'
o breath 'of heaven, sweet south wind,
blow!
Thy strength and beaut.y now bestow;
Oh, come and chase all clouds a way,
Sweet Harbinger of endless day!

o living spring of water pure,

Earnest of joy that shall endure!
o flowing stream from God's own
throne,
Sweet Source of life and love alone;
Oh, come and kill all thirst of sin; .
Spring up and reign supreme within!

o sacred oil, most fragrant, sweet,
All heaven, through Thee, our spirits
greet;
Poured on the Saviour's sacred head,
Joy of all joys, all others fled;
Come, fill us now; make love to flow,
Till all our hearts with zeal shall
glow.

o dew of God, fOl' Thee we pray!
o light of heaven, come.. bring our day !
o oil of gladness, downwards flow!
o wind of God, now on us blow!
Briyhlun.

Rise, living water, like a flood,
Till earth, like heaven, is filled with God.
W. POOLE BALFEltN.

IT is very suspicious that that person is a hypocrite that is always
in the same frame, let him pretend it to be never so good.-l'm'ill.
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ma)2siht iJJtes.
GROUNDLESS FEARS AND GRACELESS FOREBODINGS.
"And David said in his heaj·t, I shall now perish one day by the hand
of Saul."-l SAMUEL xxvii. l.
did he 7 Did he perish by the hand of Saul7 Oh, no; far from
it. The hand of the Lord preserved him, and so overruled mattol's
that Saul, who had been such an enemy, hunting him as a partridg"
upon the mountains, positively now" sought 110 more for him;" :lllll
David, the weak and trembling one, "waxe, l stronger and strongel',"
while the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker. David's faintheartedness and fear is but a specimen of that which is experienced
by most of the children of God, while the Lord proves Himself again
and again better to them than their multiplied fears.
Again, what a case of groundless fears and forebodings we have in
Jacob, who had been parted from his brother ESltt! fer twenty-one
years!
The night before he met his long-absent brother, he had
experienced that notable wrestling with a Man until the break of day
-a Man who plainly enough proved Himself' to be nQno other than
the God-Man, by whose touch the hollow of Jacob's thigh 'became out
of joint; by whose commaud Jacob's name should no more be called
Jacob, but Israel; by whose testimony He affirmed that Jacob was
"as a prince who had power with God, and prevailed," and who, by
His own divine sovereignty, "blessed kim then." What a night of joy
and confidence and hope that must have been to him! and yet the
morning light seems to change the scene. Jacob lifted up his eyes,
and, behold, Esau came-ah! and with four hundred men too. The
brother whom he had deceived, by robbing him of his birthright-the
brother whom he had not seen for twenty-one long years, now armed
fully, and coming to him with four hundred men-surely, if his mind
were full of bitter fears and dismal forebodings, it could be no surprise.
But the over-night manifestation, the precious wrestling and prevailing
with God, and, above all, the covenant promise given, sustained him;
and simply and touchingly "he divided the children unto Leah, and
unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah and her children after,
and Rachel and J oseph hindermost. And he passed over before them,
and bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he cu.me near to
his brother."
Oh, what a trying, testing moment I Would it be
wondered at, if thoughts like these prevailed-" I am now in Esau's
power. All his vindictive feelings can now be poured out upon me.
Here I am; helpless myself, and with these helpless handmaids and
children. A few moments more, and wc may all be destroyed" 7
But no. At the sight of his brother, "Esau ran to meet him, and
embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept."
'What tears! Well may J <\Cob declare to Esau, "God hath den.lt
graciously with me." He had; and Hc does, beloved, with all His
people.
He has uealt graciously witll us, again and again proving
BUT
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better to us than all our dismal forebodings, and turning our fears
into tears, even tears of joy.
But, years after this, when Jacob had grown to be the old man, again
was he the subject of groundless fears: "Joseph is not, and Simeon is
not, and ye will take Benjamin away. All these things are against me."
Poor distressed one, no wonder you should feel thus. You had suffered
enough and seen enough to convince you that such was the case-that
"Joseph was not."
The coat of many colours, dipped in blood; the
assertion of the sinful brethren; the long-lost J oseph-no wonder you
should think J oseph was .not; and yet, marvellous to, say, thy fears
were groundless. J oseph hved-Joseph loved-and thou shalt once more
embrace him, and he shall become thy support, comfort, and source of
succour ,in thy last days. Oh, is not our God a wonder-working God,
permitting this and performing the other, and thus giving proof of His
omnipotent love and favour 1
Beloved, change the word from Joseph to Jesus; and is it not the case,
when faith is feeble, and there is no bright shining, no communications
with the court of heaven, and the heart seems steeled and sad, that we
say in spirit, " Jesus is not" 1 Ah! but it is not so. Jesus still lives ;
Jesus still loves; and will prove Himself to be thy Saviour to the
end" The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet.
" Things future, nor things that are now,
Nor all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love."

But, again, with regard to fears and forebodings, it was the same
with the l'llother of Moses. When the tyrant Pharaoh sent forth his
mandate that "every son that is born shall be cast into the river," is
it not highly probable that Moses' mother, as she clasped her precious
child to her bosom, had a fluttering heart concerning that beloved one,
the joy of her life 1 And must not all those fears have been intensified
when no longer able to hide him 1 Shc took for him an ark of
bulrushes, and, daubing it with slime and with pitch, put the child
therein, and laid it in the flags by the river-side. Must not her heart
have been full of distressed feelings ae she turned away from her tender
offspring 'I Only a mother can fully drink into her feelings at such a
moment. But what was the result 1 The sequel is so well known to
evcry .Bible reader, we need not enlarge upon it. The sister that stood
afar off; the coming down of Pharaoh's own daughter; her tyrant
f!~thcr'~ uommand; giving way before the overruled tenderness of his
daughter, as she heard the child cry; had it brought to her, and
deliverod him into the hands of his own mother, and that child bec0ming
the le!\del' of the Lord's people throngh the wilderness, are only links
in God's wOllllerful providence that are calculated to banish the feat's
of His chilJt'cn, and bring out His own character as a faithful, merciful,
covenant God.
It was the same with the children of Israel in their pilgrimage state.
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Oh, how, again and again, did they think they should "pl'rish b!/ tit
way"-sometimes by the hand of their enemies, sometimes through Inck
of food, or failure of supplies of water. But was it so ~ Oh, no! 'rho
Lord, who was on their side, preserved them miraculously alld mOl'cifully, giving them angels' food to eat, and refreshing them from tIll
sparkling stream that flowed from the smitten rock Beloved, thl) smittoll
Rock will never fail us. "The water that I shall give him," saic[
Jesus, "shall be in him a well of water springing up into evel'l:LsLillg
life."
Another case to the point is that of the widow of Zm·ephath. God
had directed Elijah to go down to this spot, for said He, "Behold, L
have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee." How hI',
humanly speaking, this widow was able to do this may be gathcl'o( 1
from her own plaintive telling: "As the Lord thy God liveth, I h:LVU
nut a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in 11
cmse : and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in all(1
dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. Horo WIVJ
her bitter fear and foreboding; and no wonder, for her case seomod
desperate. Nothing but poverty and starvation before hor, and doath
staring her in the face. I have thought that, with all this poor widow's
privations, there was in her somo knowledge of ,divino things. It may
have been but a little, as with thousands more-only a little, yet thore
~Gas that little. For instance, the Lord singlod her out to be the instrument in His hands of supplying tIle wants of His servant: "I have
commanded a widow woman to sustain theo." Thero must also have
been, if no direct communication from the Lord to her, yet the secret and
silent leadings of the Spirit with her. Then, again, when Elijah bids
her bring him a morsel of bread, she said, "As the Lord thy God
liveth," &c. Here was an acknowledgment of the Great Supreme.
Then there was the manifestation of faith; for, although she was brought
down to the last meal, yet, at the prophet's bidding to make him a
little cake first, " she went and did according to the saying of Elijab."
And, after this, when her son fell sick, and his sickness was so sore
that there was no breath left in him, so totally unworthy did she feel,
and such a sinful, undone creature, that, when Elijah drow near to see
what he could do for her child, she exclaimed, "What have I bo do
with thee, 0 thou man of God ~ Art thou come unto me to call my
sin to remembrance, and to slay my son ~ I, Then thero was the twofold token of the Lord's blessing upon her. Nat merely did the barrel
of meal not waste, neither the cruse of oil fail, during tho appointed
time, but her son, her only son, was restored to hor ill answer to
prayer.
Then did she acknowledge that the word of the Lord was
truth in thl) prophet's mouth.
But, apart from these manifestations that bhere was in this widow
some knowledge of divine things, what a case hers was again that the
Lord is better to us than our multiplied fears I She thought, naturally
enough, that nothing but starvation was before her, and yet the Lord
proved her succour and support. Sbe thought her son was about to
be torn from her loved embrace-her only son, and she a widowand yet again tho LOl'd proved Himself to be "mighty to save."
Well, now, wc give these cases just to show how those who hay
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reached the eternal shores before us were subject to the same groundless
fears and graceless forebodings that we are. Look back, dear reader,
upon thy life's details; and has it not been the case that feHs that
have tormented have never come to pass, and forebodings nursed have
never been realized 1 We know full well you have had plenty of
afflictive and sorrowful dispensations. This must be the case, and is
needful and necessary, for never are lessons so well learnt, or so deeply
retained, as in the school ef affliction. At the same time, has there
not been creature calculations that God's goodness and mercy have
out-topped, and do you not remain the living to praise and glorify n
covenant-keeping God ~
And these fears and forebodings take different forms in the experience
of the children of God. . Sometimes they come in the way of "the
fea1' of man, which bringeth a snare." "I shall now perish one day by
the hand of Saul," said David, in his heart; and again and again, in a
similar spirit, does the trembling child of God think that by the hand
of man he will be cut down, ruined in circumstances, and brought to
degradation. But it is not so. The Lord interposes. He silently works
for His child. And what, after all, is man, whose breath is in his
nostrils? God can and does protect His children. He curbs and
controls their enemies, so that they can do no real harm to His elect.
Sometimes such forebodings come in the way of a fear as to whetheT we
aTe not deceived with 1'ega1'd to' 01tT spiTitnal safety and standing. Says
the tempter, "If you were a Christian, you would not be subject to
such coldness and deadness of soul. A saint is a saint indeed, leading
a spotless, holy life, and devoting all his days to religious observances."
Is it so ~ No, Satan; thou art a deceiver. Thy ground is false, thy
reasonings subtle.
Our standing and safety in Christ is apart from
all our frames and feelings, duties and observances. Our standing is
in Christ" Immoveable our hope remains;
Within the veil our anchor lies;
Jesus, who washed us from our stains,
Shall bear us safely to the skies."
But, again, sometimes these forebodings come in the way of a fear
of pecnnia1'y emba1TaSsment .. and l'eally, in these perilous days, no wonder,
for there seems to be something wrong with dear old England. Wheth~r
this is traceable to national sins, to the rapid strides in commerce of
other nations, or to the fatal folly of truckling to the mother of harlots,
or to all these things and others put together, certainly there never
was a time when the struggle to live was greater than now, and men
are at their wits' end to know how to provide for themselves and those
who, humanly speaking, are dependent upon them. Still, for all this,
oh, what proofs of divine favour do those realize whose trust is in the
Lord J ehovah! He does provide; He does bring through and uphold,
and in ways marked by Omnipotency and fraught with loving-kindness.
Again and again does He raise the drooping head and cheer the
downcast heart of His child, causing him to glorify His precious name.
But ~erhaps the most prevalent fear the L01'd's dear people realize is,
the fear of death-not so much as to the victory as to the valley. It is
the article of death, the dism:1l grave, the grim paraphernalia, and
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the parting with earthly dear ones-these things, are the dread, making
timid ones shudder, and keeping them in a tormenting bondage.
Well, we never did think that death ought to be lightly thought of,
and nothing is more terrible than the world's bravado on the matter
of death. No; it is a stern reality, a solemn fact, "man dieth." But,
dear children of God, you have nothing to fear. Your feet are upon
the Rock, therefore your fears and forebodings are groundless. Did
you ever know Ohrist fail one in the valley of death that trusted in
Him? Never! I will tell you what you may see again and again,
that is, that on the death-bed the most timid are the most triumphant.
Often is the bondage so exchanged for the brightness, and the perturbation lost in peace, that relatives around watch with amazement, and
exclaim, "Is this that timid one? Why, all fear is gone r All is
peace, triumph, and joy!" Dear one in bondage and fear, it is more
than probable this will be your case when you come to die-yea, I
could almost say, the Lord has put it into my heart to write these words
for your present comfort.
But, speaking of the fear of death, how solemn and striking was
the Lord's communication to Hezekiah, "Set thine house in order, for
thou shalt die, and not live"! 1Vell may His servant quiver at the
divine saying. Fears in this case are not to be wondered at, however
much Hezekiah may have walked in the ways of the Lord. It is
sometimes the case that a holy calm and peace comes over the
Ohristian, when the earthly physician communicates the fact that he is
"nigh unto death." But we should not be flesh and blood if fears
did not in some measure possess the soul, when we feel a few days
may land us in eternity. "Set thine house in order." It is a solemn
mandate! With regard to earthly things, the Ohristian, if he be wise,
will as far as possible have his concerns so arranged that, if called
away in a moment, they are not left in a state of confusion. But
far beyond this, what is it to have the house spiritually in order?
Surely no house is in order where Ohrist does not reign and rule
within. No Christ, no house in order. But he who is resting upon
Ohrist as the sure foundation, who is trusting alone to the finished
work of Ohrist, and who has the oil of the Spirit keeping alive the
lamp of life divine,. this one's house is in order; and, with all his
frames and feelings, faults and faintings, he has really nothing to fear.
Ohrist has set his house in order; and he is ever ready for the mandate,
"Oome up higher!"
Well, Hezekiah wept sore when he received the solemn communication. But the Lord saw his tears, and heard his prayer, and prolonged
his life fifteen years. It would be interesting to know how those
fifteen years were spent. We should think really they must be years
dedicated to the Lord-years spent in spiritual-mindedness and
marked growth in grace. vVe do not read that such was t~e case.
On the contrary, as if to show that human nature is human nature
still, and will be to the end, we are told of Hezekiah's manifestation
of pride of heart, in showing the messengers of the King of Babylon
all his precious earthly treasures. Rather, one would have thought,
would he h:1Ve to]\! them of spiritual treasures, and pointed to Him in
whom are true riches.
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And now let us thmk together, clear reader, of some antidotes to the
groundless fears and gmceless forebodings so prevalent in the experience
of the Lord's people. And can we have one more decided and assuring
than the immutabit'ity and veracity of God Himself, in contrast to our
natural mutability 1 All the fears and forebodings are the outflow of
our mutability.
But turn from the creature to the character of
our God, and here we have comfort. Look at the character, oath,
pledge, blessing, covenant, testament, or Gospel of our God. Here we
have a basis that will never fail us-a rock to stand upon eternally
secure.
Another antidote to our many fears is the "great and exceeding
precious pr'omises of God." Oh, how we need them j and verily they are
abundantly given. We cannot understand Christians who have no
fears. From the Bible must be expunged portion after portion as
useless, if we had no fears. But not so. "Fear not" is reiterated
again and again, just because the Lord knew we should fear. It would
be interesting to trace out how God's "fear nots" are addressed even
to the leading and greatest patriarchs and prophets of their day, i.e.,
"Fear not, Abraham!" the same to Moses, to Jacob, to Joshua, to
Gideon, to Samuel, to David, to Elisha, to J ehoshaphat, to Isaiah, to
Ezekiel j and so we might go on. Oh, beloved, it is some consolation
for us to feel we are in the same category with these men, who were
so remarkably blessed of God, but who yet were subject, as we are,
to countless fears, and, because of this, are led to cherish the Lord's
gracious and precious "Fear nots."
Another antidote to groundless fears is an insight into the precious
oneness and ~mion which exists between Christ and His people. The tie is
inseparable. Truthful is that observation of an old divine, " A Christian
is not the work of suasion, but of greatness j" and nowhere is that
greatness more manifest than in the power which binds the members
of Christ's body to Himself, their living Head. Nor is any fact more
precious to the believing soul than that of perpetual union to Christ.
If we could only lay vital hold of it by faith, and the Holy Spirit would
seal it home, it is calcnlated to banish our fears, and make us feel all
must be well. Lord, grant that it may be so with us, for it is the fact
of this indissoluble nnion which brings us to feel with dear TOPLADY"My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains
In lines of indelible grace.
"Yes, I to the end s11a11 endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
Another antidote against groundless fears is, a r'cliancc ~,pon the
promised pnservo;tion and support of the Holy Spirit-" He will keep the
feet of His saints." We are apt to think, when we get a little bright
shining and joy in thp, Holy Ghost, /, Oh, now I feel the divine
guidance! " Ah! but He is as much guiding and leading whe!! we
have to go down into the gloomy shade and deep ravine, as in the
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glorious sunshine aud Oll to the top of the rocks-as much guiding
when His loved one is on the couch of suffering, as in the active
walks of life-as much guiding when the pathway is one of tribubtion
.and trial, as when it is one of lightsome gladness. He apportions all,
and gives grace according to the felt need and necessity.
Well, now, dear reader, we have in the foregoing drawn from God's
Vl1'ord cases to show that those who have reached the eternal shores
'before us realized as we did groundless fears and graceless forebodings.
There was David, in a murmuring spirit, declaring that he should
"one day perish by the hand of Sau1." But diel he 1 No! His
enemy "waxed 'weaker and weaker," while he, under divine protection,
"waxed stronger and stronger." There was Jacob, dreading to meot
his long.absent brother Esau, who, in all strength, he thought
would certainly make quick w0rk of him. But did he 1 Oh, no!
Far from cutting him down, he embraced him with the tenderness of
a brother's love, and Jacob's fears were turned into taws of joy. And,
hter on in life, he exclaimed, "Joseph is not." Joseph was. Joseph
still lived and still loved, and became his source of succour and Rupport
ill his old age.
Then, again, the mother of Moses. With what
trepidatiou she must have put her babe ilito the ark of bulrushes!
But her fears were groundless. The babe became the man, and the
man the man of God, and leader of His people through the wilderness.
The same with the children of Israel whom he led. Groundless were
:their many fears that they would perish by the way. They did not,
for the Lord provided miraculously for their necessities. Again, the
widow of Zarephath thought she had come to the bst meal, and then
herself and boy must die. But it was not so. The Lord multiplied
her supplies, and she lived. And so we shall find it, aud have found
it, the case, that the Lord is better to us than our multiplied fears.
These fears come, as we have seen, in various forms-sometimes in
the way of the fear of mall, or fear lest we are deceived with regard
to our eternal safety and standing, or fear of pecuniary embarrassment,
or the fear of death, "which bringeth a snare." And, lastly, we have
mentioned things that may well constitute an antidote to such fears,
namely, a firm grasp of the immutability and veracity of our God j
a trust in His "exceeding great and precious promises"; a drinking
into the oneness and union which exists between Christ and His
people; and a reliance on the promised support of the Holy Spirit,
who will keep the feet of His saints.
Dear reader, we close with one thought. May it be realized by us!
Oh, for a shining trust in Christ, to the banishment of groundless
fears and graceless and faithless forebodings!
Bm'ton-on-Tl'ent.
G. C.
BELIEVERS must be fitted for their inheritance.
Many a labouring
man has been proved by a cunning or skilful lawyer to be the heir
to some large estate, and he has taken possession j but his sudden
riches have proved sudden misery-the man was out of his element.
So would the sinner be in heaven. were he not first made ,. meet to be
partaker of the inheritance of the' saints in light."
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IN MEMORIAM.-D. P. W.
[Through all ovcrsight, the insertion of the unnexcd llnCH 11118 been delayed.
They have reference to that privileged one who was called 811tldonly home whilst
in the act of pleading at the family altar. The facts appearod in this Magazine
shortly after they occurred.-En.]
"Go thou thy way till the end be; for thou shalt "est, and Btand in thy lot
eLt the end of the day.•. "-DANIEL xii. 13.
(1 JOHN iii. 2. JOHN viii. 35. 1 TUESSALONIANS iv. 13-18.)
YES, thou art gone to "rest," beloved "Present" with Christ!
Rejoicing
one!
in His love!
Life's weary journey with its toil is
"Made meet" by Him in heaven's
o'er;
own light to dwell !
Tile battle has been fought, the victory " Waiting" with Him and all His
won,
saints above
And nought shall grieve thy gentle
In rest, how passing sweet, no tongue
spirit more.
can tell !
Thy best - loved work was making
known His love,
The preciousness of which thine own
heart knew;
With earnest pleadings with thy Lord
above.
That He who saved thee would othe1'8
too!

And we are" waiting," too, for that
same hourOur life the same, our expectation
oneHis c6ming back again, whose glorious·.
power
Will call His people's bodies from
the tomb.

That loving labour in thy Master's
name
Ceased only when HE said, "Thy
work is done; "
,Vith scarce a warning note the message came,
,; Son, thou art bidden to the Father's home."

And that bright hour is surely drawing
near;
His people then, all manifestly'
one,
Will with their Lord in glory each·
appear,
"ConformCd to the image of the.
Son."

O~~r

Though some are gathered home, and
some below,
'Tis but one family in earth and
heaven,
All will in time the children's portion
know,
For unto each the self-same hope..
is given.

aching hearts would fain detain
thee here,
Though owning that the Master's
time is best;
'We give thee up with many a bittpr
tear,'
Yet would not grudge to thee thy
well-earned rest.

We could have wished for thee one
short delavOne fondly farewell look-one parting word;
But far more blest for thee thus
" caught" away,
And in one moment" present with
the Lord."

So, while we mourn beneath the chas- .
tening rod,
We seek for true submission to His.
will,
Who bids us cling ill faith to Him our
God,
And trust Him as our loving Father'
still.
We leave our dear one resting in His armsThose" everhsting arms" which were his stay
Throughout life's juurney, 'mid its storms and calms,
Resting until "the dawning of the day."
E. W~
L
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A SERMON lately preached in Leamington'X' may well attract the
attention of the people of God, who value full, vigorous, outspoken
truth. The gradual decline of clear, distinctive doctrine may be
traced, first, to ignorance of the vital power and knowledge of
divine life in the soul; next, to "the fear of man, that bringeth a
snare," which conceals, without an absolute denial of, the truths privately believed.
Dr. WILKINSON forcibly expresses himself upon
thl~ important points connected with his text (1 Thess. iv. 13, 14) in the
following quotation:The whole world lieth in the wicked one, and Satan is the God of this
world. Christ's flock is a little one, and consequently there are more
goat.herds than shepherds-more men-pleasel'S, who handle the 'Word of
God deceitfully for filthy lucre's sake, than faithful men of God, who
shun not to declare all the counsel of God, whether men will hear or
whether they will forbear. The Great and Good Shepherd, who careth
for the sheep, has provided that all His children shall be "taught of God,"
not of man. If we believe the Word of God, we must believe that the
condition of man since the fall is enmity against God. Unless we are sound
on this point, namely, the effect of Adam's fall-spiritual death-we shall
be wrong on every other. This spiritual death in trespasses and sins
being, however, admitted, as it is indeed felt by every regenerate child of
God, salvation must be entirely of God's free and sovereign grace from first
to last. Man has nothing whatever to do in the work of redemption,
regeneration, effectual calling, and preservation, though all these accompany
salvation. The generality of men do not distinguish between things that
"accompany salvation," ;\nd things which make salvation. Unregenerate
men speak of spiritu~.l things as if they had spiritual discernment, but they
know not that they are spiritually dead. Nicodemus was one of these
"blind leaders of the blind," hence our Lord said to him at once, "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Except a man be born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God." He cannot see what it is, he cannot understand it, and
no unregenerate man can. Hence the enmity of the carnal mind against
the truth of God.

Dr. WILKINSON then goes on to show the methods of grace
appointed for the ingathering of the one Church, as in page 11 :AIJ God's children are, however, taught of the Lord; for "the secret of
the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His covenant."
This is the everlasting covenant of grace, "ordered in all things, and sure,"
made by the F,lther, Son, and Holy Spirit, before the foundation of the
world, for the salvation of a people to show forth the praise and glory
of God's grace.
Here is the great secret! God's people are chosen out of the world, and
desire none of the friendship of the world, and so the world hateth them.
Every truly regenerate child of God has experienced this enmity between
• Sermon on the Death of Mrs. CAROLINE F. DAu:, of Clevedon Villa, vVarwic.k.
PL'cached at Christ Church, Leamington, by the Rev. Dr. WILKINSON, Decembcr
:ll.'d, 1882. Hamblen: Paradc, l,carnington.
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the two seeds. The belief in the overlll.6ting OOVOMnt of graco prepares for
the second coming of the Lord; and who is it, thell, thl\t IWO th us prepared 'I
It is the seed of the woman-that is, of Ohri8t j (I pooplo ohosen in Christ
before the foundation of the world, whose names were wrnten in the Lamb's
book of life. It is those who were redeemed by tho prooious blood of the
Lamb of God, and that with an eternal redemption; deliverod from the
bondage of Satan, the dominion of sin, from wrath to OOmO j /l,ud brought
into the gloriou8 liberty of the children of God, called with l\n elfectual
calling, made partakers of the divine nature, and who I\ro /111 kopt by the
power of God through faith unto salvation. These are the persolls who eau
look for, and love, the appearing of their Lord and Mastor-My, not
Master, but of their Redeemer, their Saviour, their Elder Brothor, and find
their election into the covenant of grace to be full of sweet, pleasant, and
unspeakable comfort.

The evening sermOn contains some interesting remarks upon th
Christian character of Mrs. DALE, who was favoured with the light
·of truth and a happy experience of divine love in her soul. Having
ample means, she devoted them largely to the Lord's service; and
her closing days sweetly testified to thf1 faithfulness of a covenantkeeping God. The brief outline of her life and deltth will be read
with interest by the family of God; and the friends of the deceased,
in circulating the obituary, will also have the privilege of spreading
full-weight truth.
.
God has always had a Ohurch in the midst of the world-a
people formed for His praise; the custodians of His truth; witnesses for Ohrist; vessels of mercy nJore prepared unto glory. Under
various terms of opprobrium, and amongst divers denominations
.and divisions of sects, God hus had an elect people that formed a
part of the one Ohurch, and "mem bors in particular." When the
ancient Ohurches of Asia., whioh contained all the names enrolled in the
Lamb's book of life, were gl\thol'orl into the fold above, the Spirit's
testimony so far wns finished, and the candlestick was removed. The
same history is repeated i.ll the rise and fall of many denominations"the boat there, but the wators gone."
The national establishment lIo.s beon a marvellous depot for the Gospel
:tt various periods of her history, notwithstanding the fact of defects
for which Popery is auswembll'. When England threw off the yak
-of Rome, and was re-formed, o.s n national establishment, on Protestant
principles, there were many rootlets left that in succeeding days, down
to our own times, have beon to.kon advantage of for Popish ends. 1'h
letter of truth contained in JlCr Articles, homilies, and formularies
are a shelter and support to many in her communion, both ministers
and people, who make allown.nco for the times when the light of th
Reformation broke in upon tho land; and they can also point to thll
Article that declaros, "Whatsoever cannot be proved by Holy Scriptnr(l
is not to be required of noy mnn." Thus a liberal latitude is afforded
to those belonging to her communion, and to ministers who, tll.Ilg1lL
by the Holy Ghost, have at Yarious periods preaGhed the Gospel of
the grace of God according to the Scriptures. Their testimony Jilts
been owned and blessed to the illgathering of the elect, and tbe oo.l1ing
out of the truo Ohurch of Gou in Ohrist. The savour of thoir l1aln.:
survives in their writings; and their songs of praise 'still ooho through
L 2
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the churohes of the redeemed family upon earth.
Many obscOl'
localities have bldssomed as the rose under their ministry, :Lll1l th(lY
have left behind a generation that loved, lived, and spread tho tr'lIt!,
long after their pastor slept the sleep of death and received hi
immortal crown.
But we have reached a crisis when the question of the hOlll"
must be, ,,'What saith the Scripture 7" amI not, ,,'What saith
the Church 1" Articles, creeds, and homilies, however good /lnd
sound, are only human authority. Men of God who have to figh
their way for truth lllllst take their stand upon God's foundation,
as revealed in His 'Word, and by a divine acquaintance with lli~
truth as revealpd in the soul.
When a man is brought under tlH'
saving power of grnce, and. receives his commission from God to prenc!r
the Gospel, he neods no human ;j,lIthority to support his crcdcntinls,
All that is whispercd into the ear in secret he must proclaim
upon the housctops, whether men will heal', or whether tltey will
forbear. Instl'llcted with It "Thus saith the Lord," he must go fOl,th
to battle in the armour provided by God, and stand upon the [01111(\[\
tion of truth, ItS revealed in Scripture. The point at issuo must n
be Church ve1'S11$ Church, but truth ve1'S11$ error; and this must ht,
the battle-field for the people of God; their war-cry, It Divilll'
Sovereignty," and not the carnal refuge of the Jewish Chul'oh, 11 '1'114
temple of the Lord, The temple of thfl Lord, are these."
The position now of the advocates of a sovereign-gl'o.oo 008)1(\1 i
similar to that of ancient days, when, we arc told, It The CIIl!(\"CII
'of Israel pitched before their enemies like two littlc flocks of Idc1H,
but the Syrians filled the country." All sects and denominations
aro in union upon one point, to enthrone tho po)vel' of mau,
und set up creature ability in opposition to the sovereign will n.nd
work of God. This is the world's creed, and the idol "the worl
worsbippeth," This finds favour with the natural mind of fallen man,
and carries the crowd along with it in all the deceivableness of 01'1'01'.
This forms the bond of union amongst all opposing denomiol.\tions,
t\l1d tAkoe in a gigantic brotherhood under the guise of a uniVC1'llIll
harity, whioh tolerates all religions, save the excluded Oldl'illillt.
dllpofstition nnd sensationalism divide at the present day tho attontiun
f tho malleos, but there is a third part that God wiII bring th.'uugh
tho firo to tho praise of the glory of His grace-the sorvants of tilt
Lord, lunha8sndors of Christ. Now is the time for suoh to como t()
tho fl'ont, to tako up the cross, and declare plainly all thoy htw('
1'oooivod f.·olll tho Lord. They must be content to go "witllout th
Il.mp hoaring Ilia reproach;" to stand alone, to bo witnollsos for
truth at any prico i to "endure hardness, as good soldiors of Jesus
Inist i" "to })ro&oh the Word, be instant in season, out of soason,
reprove, l'obulc<l, exhort, with all long-suffering and tlootl'ino," These
are the written 01'(101's to the ministers of God, left "von record fol'
tho obedionoo of faith j and, when the end comes, thoro will be no
thorns in the pillow, no remorse in the conscienco: an(l thoil' welcome
homo will bo givon by Him, to whom they are utornt\.\ly indebted, for
1\11 they said and did that was of God: ""V ell Ilono, thou good and
fllithful sel'vant; enter thon into the joy of thy Lord,"
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"HE IS ABLE."
"I will sing of Thy powcr."-PSALM lix. 16.
THIS is the language of perfect dependence, weakness, ana impotency,
as may be seen from the former part of the Psalm. The preface reads
thus: "David prayeth to be delivered from his enemies." His cry to his
God is, "Deliver me, . . . defend mc, . . . save me, . . . awake to help
me, and behold;" and his confidence is expressed in the words, ,. Because
of His strength will I wait upon Thee, for God is my defence" (ver. 9).
Then, in the experience of divine power put forth on his behalf, he
says) "But I will sing ef Thy power, yea, I will sing aloud of Thy
mercy in the morning: for Thou hast been my defence and refuge in
the day of my trouble" (ver. 16).
The unsound doctrine propagated so willely in the so-called religious
world, namely, creature power to do good, is exactly opposite to the
aoevealed will and written 'Word of Jehovah, and altogether opposed to
the experience of the saints, while it gives the lie to the direct teaching
of the Head of the Ohurch, who, iu the days of His flesh, declared to
His chosen, redeemed, and separated ones the clear, pungent truth,
"' Without Me ye can do nothing" (John xv. 5).
Those to whose hearts He has applied these words with divine power
['ejoice greatly in the dechtration of the Psalmist by the Holy Ghost in
Psalm lxii. 11 : "God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that
power belongeth ~lInto God." Truth twice declared bespeaks establishment
and confirmation. (See Genesis xli. 32.)
Yes, the chil,] thus taught is established in the fact that, without
.the communioation of divine power from the Head of the body, even
Christ, he is unable to perform any act pleasing or acceptable to Jehovah;
therefore, in the sweet experience of this power for and in him, he
breaks out with the exclamation, "I will sing of Thy pou;er!" and can
-even add, with the Apostlo, "Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in
mine infirmitios, that the powel' of Christ may rest upon me" (2 Cor. xii. 9).
"Thy pOtcel·.''' The theme is almost too vast for finite minds to
-comprehend, or for poor feeble worms of the earth to speak of; yet
His saints shall bless Him. "They shall speak of the glory of Thy
kingdom, and talk of Thy power" (Psa. cxlv. 11), for they have nothing
else to talk of which brings any consolation to their ofttimes weary,
lonely, and sorrowful hearts. May the Holy Ghostlguide us for a brief
season ail wo attempt, even though it be in plaintive strains, to sing
{If His power, and cause the heavy hearts of His mourners to " go forth
again in the dances of them that make merry," as the sweet sounds of
-Gospel music are breathed home to their weary spirits on the wings
·of the Heavenly Wind, who bloweth where He listeth.
vVe will look for a few moments at that glorious declaration of divine
power, so suitable to poor, perishing sinners, in Hebrews vii. 25: "He
is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
Him." How many, amid the thunders, lightnings, and curses of Mount
Sinai, have wondered whether any POWC1' could save them from its wrath
and condemnation? They can see no way of escape; but their druoping
spirits are raised to a little hope with the communication of this precious
truth, "He is able also to save."
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May we not, den,r'reader, inquire by whn,t men,ns He obtn,ined this powelto s({,V(!? Oh, is it not because" this Man hn,t1l :;m unchangen,ble priesthood"

(vcr. 24) ~ Yes; here is the very embodiment of the work of salvation.
"This Man!" "The righteous Man" (Luke xxiii. 47); "That just Man"
(Matt. xxvii. 19); the Man who" hath done nothing amiss" (LlIke xxiii.
41); and "Jesus of Nazareth, a Man n,Pi'l'ovcll of God" (Acts ii. 22).
This Man is "able to save to the uttermost all who come unto God by
Him," because in every thought of His heart, He was a holy Mall for
them; in every werd of His tongue He was "undefiled": n,1ll1 ill
lIe" knew no sin" (2 Cor.
every act of His life He was perfect.
v. 21); He "did no sin" (1 Pet. ii. 22); but did alwaya those thillg::;
that pleased J ehovah (see John viii. 29), n,s 110 stood in the place
and stead of His Bride, the Church, fulfilling foi' her the whole of
His Father's righteous law. Yes," He is able to savo," because of the
spotless obedience He rendered for His people. Blit" this Man hath
an unchangeable priesthood"; and, in His office of Priest, He made a.
full, perfect, and sufficient atonement for every sin of H is guilty people.
Every sin which every child of His has committed, or shall oommit,
was atoned for by His most precious blood: "For by ono offoring HI
!lath perfected for ever them that are sanctified» (Heb x. ])4); Ct Fo:
the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for evol' "
(Psa. xlix. 8). "He is able to save" because He has made an end of
sin-put it away by the sacrifice of ,Himself--blotted it out-so that,.
when sought for, it shall not be found; and now His Church is " comploto
ill Him," "accepted in the Beloved," without spot, and blameless.
Yet still further. The Apostle Paul writes, concerning Him, "For if,
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life'"
(Rom. v. 10). "He is able to save" by His new-His resurreGtion-life,
"seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them." "Hie is able
to save" from the death which seems so' ready to swallow them up;
"He is able to save" from the enemies which surround thmm;. "Ho·
is able to save" from that destruction which lurks in their pallhwny ;.
and "He is able to save" from the innumerable evils whioh ofitiim.08'
terrify and affright them. For them He opens His mouth to tho Fatholl i.
for them He plea€ls before the throne; for them He stands at ~h
right hand of the Majesty on high.
Truly we can say with the Psalmist, "I will sing of Thy powor,"
for no power but that of tt this Man" is "able to save them to th
uttermost that come unto God by Him." These are the purohaso of
His blood; these are the gift of His Father; these are the regenemtod
of His Spirit. Thus they" come unto God by Him," because they hav
been loved with an everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness ar
they drawn to His feet (Jer. xxxi. 3).
We have another exhibition of divine power in the precious statement,
tt able to lcel!?)": "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against
that day" (2 Tim. i. 12). Many of the tried and tempted, doubting
and fearing ones in the Lord's family, can sigh, "I am persuaded that
He is 'able to keep' ;" but they cannot yet sing of His power to keep
their own souls, because they are longing to b0 able to say without
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doubt and hesitation, "I know whom I havo belioved." To all such,
in the set time of favour, He will appear, and "LIIl'Y shall camEl anll
sing in the height ot Zion," with glad hearts, of uovena.nt love', eovenant
power, and covenant mercy. But to those who do lOlOW Him, how
exceedingly precious are these words, "able to keep"! On His strong
arm alone their weary spirits lean, for they have proved again anll
again that they cannot keep their own souls. They know that their
adversary, the devil, is "going about seeking whom he may devour j" put
he can never touch one of those who are preserved in the hand of
the Good ShQpherd. By the gracious guidance of the Holy Ghost they
have committed the keeping of their souls to Him, and now siug
aloud of His ability to preserve them until that day. Blessed knowledge!
Glorious assurance! Sweet persuasion! Blessed, thrice blessed, . !H'C
they who can, in all honesty, sincerity and truth, in the presence of a
heart-searching God, join with the Apostle in these sweet words! It is
still true, "God shall enlarge [margin, persuade] Japhcth" (Gen. ix.
27) j for none else can give this sweet assurance and sulid persuasion.
It is a special favour to bp enabled to' look up into His face and
say, "Thou art my Hiding-place j Thou shalt preserve me from trouble j
Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Thou art able
to preserve me from every evil as I journey through this wide wilderness j and, when I come to the last dread spet, 'the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me.' "
Less happy, but not less secure, is the poor prisoner of hope who is
sighing for the blessed and personal realization of this precious truth.
Jehovah-Jeslls carries him just as tenderly, holds him just as tightly,
and keeps him just as securely j and, in due season, will give him to
know his calling and election sure. No such sighs escape the lips,
and no such longings are found in the hearts, of those who are not the
objects of Jehovah's love. These can build their own place of defence,
and vainly imagine they can keep their own souls; but, "when they
shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh llpon them,
and they shall not escape j " while His fearing, yet beloved, disciples
shall experience the trutll of His word, "Having loved His own
which were in the world, He loved them unto the end."
We come now to a word sweet indeed to "all that fall and are
bowed down": "God is able to make him stand" (Rom. xiv. 4).
Many of Zion's travellers are afflicted with 'weak and feeble knees.
Many are like poor Jacob: "As he passed over Penuel, the sun rose
upon him, and he halted upon his thigh." These go halting all the way
home, experieneing infirmity and helplessness at every step j while
many more are like poor Mephibosheth, lame on both feet, and
cannot move a single step, save as the King sends and fetches them
to His own table in Jerusalem. One of old sighed, "My knees are
weak through fasting" (Psalm cix. 24) j and, again, "Hold up my
goings in Thy paths, that my f/)otsteps slip not "j for he knew that,
apart from his God, and without the constant communications of His
grace, he could do nought else but fall. To the sinner who knows
his own perfect helplessness, One "able to make him stand" is precious
indeed. This statement, as brought home to his heart, is full of grace
and truth: "Two are better than one, for if they fall, the one will
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lift un his fellow.". The Lord Jesus Christ alone is the One who oan
lift up His fellow and make him stand. To the depth of His POOpI0'8
tmugrossions He fell; He went down to their low place, thl\t lJ
mish~ lift up His brethren. His r~ghteousl\ess has g~ne befor~ tho {'lioe
fH1S Father, ., and shall set us 111 the way of HIS steps (Psnlm
lxxxv. 13). Yes, He is indeed able to make His weak, feeble, failin~,
and falling brethren to stand; and though, through the infirmity of tholl'
sinful flesh, they fall (for" a just man falleth seven times, and riseth lip
again "), "He is able to keep them from falling" into that bottomless
pit where there shall be weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth
throughout a never-ending eternity.
The Apostle gives another record of divino power in the second
~hapter of his Epistle to the Hebrews: "Ablo to succour" (vel'. 18).
The previolls vorses point most sweetly to the sympathy of the Man
of Sorrows (evon though He is now exalted to His l!'ather's glory)
with His sufrering members: "In all things it uchovecl Him to be
made like unto His brethren, that He might be It merciful and faithful
High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconcililltiol\ for the
sins of the people.
For in that He Himsblf hath suffered, being
tempted, He is able to SUOCIYU1' them that are tempted."
Made like them in all things, tempted like them in all points, A.nd
cumpassed with infirmity like their own, He is able to sympo.thize,
and able tu succour too! His living members can possess no Elweoter
knowledge in all their sorrows, weariness, wants and woes, than this:
"We have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with th
feeling of our infirmities." Oh, poor sorrow-stricken, afflicted, and
tempted fellow-pilgrim, thy Head, thy Husband, thy Lord, is "ble t
succour thee! Do sins oppress, enemies affright, or difficult.ies threaten
thee? He is able to succour and to deliver thee in all! Art thou so
troubled that thou canst not speak 1 Do words f"il thee when thou
wouldst unburden thy heart before Him 1 He is able to succour; for
He will speak for thee: Do fears prevai11 ~as sorrow broken thy
heart 1 ·Is weariness, dreariness, or desolation thy portion 1 He is abl
to succour. Through the long, dark night of time, He will help thee:
and, in the last dread hour, He will stand by thee. He will sn.ve th
from sins, deliver thee from all enemies, preserve thee in all dangors,
·opell His mouth for thee when thy groans are unutterable, strengthen
thee in all weakness, give thee peace and rest in thy wllarinoss, comfort thee in thy desolation, counsel thee in thy perplexity. WhatevoI'
be thy trial, thou shalt know "the Lord is there," able to succour;
and, in His own good time, He will receive thee to His glory.
Again, He is "able to b2t'itd you up." Strange and mysterious ofttimes
do tho Lord's dealings appear to His people. He watches over them,
but it is "to pluck up, to break down, to throw down, to destroy,
.and to afllict" (Jel". xxxi. :J8). In their feelings they are broken down.
Their hope is plucked up, their confidence is thrown down, and their
strength is destroyed, and the sigh goes up from their exercised spirits,
"My strength and my hope is perished from the Lord." Such an onc
is broken down indeed-ready to perish and to give up all hope of ever
.seeing His face. How reviving, rcfreshinp:, and cheering is the word to
him, "able to build you up"! To him, J ehoyah sweetly says, "Again
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I will build thee, and thou shalt be built." He shall be quickened again,
brought up again from the dust, revived again, visited again, for He
is able to build him up. To know and realize this power we must
be broken down, brought low, debased and humbled, for only thus can
we learn something of divine renewing, reviving, refreshing, and restoring.
It is thus we learn "Christ, the power of God," that no flesh should
glory in His presence, but he that glorieth should glory in the Lord.
"I will sing of Thy power." Even here His power is not all revealed,
for "He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think."
Oh, what a marvellous truth! "Exceeding abundantly."
Precious, precious words! The Father was able to choose His people,
the Son was able to redeem them, the Spirit is able to regenerate
them, the divine Three-in-One was able to covenant for them, able to
mark out their pathway, able to defend them in the wilderness,. and
able to bring them home. "Exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think." Angels could not have devised such a scheme to save
poor perishing sinners; men dared not have dreamed of it, but "He
is able to do it." "What shall we say then to these things ~ If God
be for us, who can be against us ~ He that spared not His own Son,
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things ~" Sometimes a sense of utter unworthiness
causes us to feel that we have asked too much, but He is able to
,"xceed all our largest petitions; and not only able, but how oft do we
~earn again the truth, "No good thing will He withhold from them
that walk uprightly." Thns, with a sense of His exceeding goodness,
power, grace, and mercy, we are constrained to beg of Him to
remember His covenant provision for us, and "do as He has said;"
not only as we ask, but "much more," for" we know not what we
should pray for as we ought." Blessed be the God of our salvation!
neither our prayers nor our thoughts can exhaust His ability to give
or to do, for it exceeds them all. \Vell may we fall low before the
face of our omnipotent Lord and King, and put our mouths in the
llnst. Here we cannot praise Him as we would; here the hosannahs
that we would raise, as we experience His power, languish on our
feeble tongues, and we can only sigh"But when I see Thee as Thou art
I'll praise Thee as I ought."
And now, dear reader, hast thou ever had one word from the lips of
the Lord to thee ~ Has He ever given thee one gracious promise to
lean upon and trust to ~ If so, thOll wilt have a little heart-warming
with the communication of this sweet word, "'What He had promised,
He '/Cl,S able also to pelf01·m." Appearances may be contrary; "hope
dcf'elTe(l may make thy heart sick;" delays for a time may almost
'Seem r/elli:lls or forfeiture; but still thy heart hangs upon His word,
His oatli, His promise. The Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent:
"Hath He said, and shall He not do it 1" Oh, no! Sometimes thou art
tempted to think it was a mistake, yet thou canst not give it up; and
why ~ Bocause deep down in thy heart He has planted the solemn
persuasion, as He did with Abraham, "What He had promised, He
was able also to perform."
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Once more, the Spirit wafts down to the troubled hearts of the
weaklings in the family the gracious word, "He is able." Poor overwhelmed, distracted, and. distressed one, listen to the gentle breathing,
"He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself" (PhiI. iii. 21).
"Able to subdue all things!" Frequently the children of tho living
God find the truth of the word, "We wrestle not against Hesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the ru lers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high pl,tces"
(Eph. vi. 12); and they sigh, ""INe havo no might against this great
company that cometh against us, neither know we what to <10." A
great company of foes within-a great company of sins, temptations,
and fears-come in one vast array against them. Foremost at their
head is the accuser of the brethren, their ad vers~ry the devil, and
again they sigh, "We have no might." 'Without are innumerable foes
and enemies, and the very sight of that vast army appals them.
Listen to the sighs of one thus pressed: "Mine enemies are lively,
and they are strong: and they that hate me wrongfnlly are multiplied"
(Psa. xxxviii. 19). "Deliver me, 0 Lord, from mine enemies: I
Hee unto Thee to hide me" (Psa. exliii. 9). To these J ehovah sweetly
whispers, "They that strive with thee shall perish. Thou shalt seek
them, and shall not find them, even them that contended. with thee;
they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of
nought."
"He is able to subdue all things." Able to subdue the world, with
all its enemies; able to subdue the wretched flesh, which so oft rises
and torments His child; able to subdue the devil; able to subdue
the last enemy which shall be destroyed, even death, for" He must
reign till He hath put all things under His feet." Well may His grateful
.children exclaim, "0 Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like
unto Thee 1 Thou hast a mighty arm; strong is Thy hand, and
high is Thy right hand" (Psa. lxxxix. 8, 13).
Dear reader, one more truth, most sweet, yet remains for us to
contemplate for a few moments. It is revealed in 2 Corinthians ix. 8 :
"God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work."
Those who hold the doctrines of free and sovereign grace are ofttimes
branded with their lack of good works. False and cowardly is the
insinuation. These are they who do abound in those works which are
pleasing and acceptable to God, through Jesus Christ. Their knowledge of divine power is not productive of presumption. Oh, no! It is
" ungodly men, before ordained to condemnation," who turn" the grace
of God into lasciviousness" (Jude 4). To the members of His mystic
body "He is able to make all grace abound, that they, having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work." See! The power
of God to make all grace abound to His own, secures abundance of
good works in them.
They are "strengthened with might by His
Spirit in the inner man" (Epb. iii. 16), and "strive according to
His working, which worketh in them mightily" (Col. i. 29). They
are "filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus
Christ" (PhiI. i. 11). They walk in those good works before ordained
for them (Eph. ii. 10). They" work out their own salvation with fear
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and trembling, for it is God which workcth in them hoth to will
and to do of His good pleasure" (Phi!. ii. 12, 1:l). They go and
bring forth fruit, and that fruit remains, because 110 hns Jesigned them
so to do (see John xv. 16).
And yet they boat about in their
hearts, and that deeply burnt in by the power of tho Holy Ghost,
the words of the Lord Jesus, who said, "Without 1110 yo can do
nothing."
Blessed be the holy name of their all-powerful Sovereign, Sa.viour,
and Succourer, they can look up to Him with child·like simplicity
and say, "Lord, Thou wilt ordain peace for us; Thou hast wrought
all our works in us" (Isa. xxvi. 12). They have repentance toward
Him, believe in Him, bear love to Him, abound in hope through th
power of the Holy Ghost, desire to fear His name, and think upon
His name, not by any power of their own, or by the exercise of
any power given to them, but simply because of the grace and indwelling of Him who "is able to make all grace abound towards
them," and to "make them perfect in every good work to do His
will" (Heb. xiii. 21).
Truly the weaklings in Zion shall "sing of His power," who is
"able to save," "able to keep,"~" able to make them stand," "able
to succour," " able to build them up," "able to perform His promises,"
"able to subdue all things," and "able to make all grace abound."
With such an exhibition of the power of a covenant God f01' and
in His covenant people, we must say with the Psalmist, ,e Be glad
in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous; and shout for joy, all ye that
are upright in heart."
" Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and t()
present you /mtltless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy, to the only wise God, our Saviour, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen" (J'ude 24, 25).

KB.
DEW-DlWPS.

"Hope deferred l1w]ceth the hect1't side: but when the desire
tree of life."-PlwvERBs xiii. 12.

c01n~th,

it is Ct

I CANNOT help thinking that, to the mind of a spiritually-enlightened
soul, this passage must often presellt itself as fraught with precious comfort and delight, for it sweetly savours of Christ, "who is our Hope,"
and who is also "the desire of all nations." And who, that has once
known the preciousness of Him, that is not sick if He defer His
longed-for visits and communings by the way 1 Who, of all His children,
when first convinced of their sinnership, having been shown by God the
Holy Spirit their utter depravity and ruin by Adam-who of them has
rested until hope has been poured into the troubled breast, and Christ
has appeared unto them as their Saviour and l{edeemer, their hope and
all their desire 1 Oh, how they can then lJless God for a sick heart!
How they c:m then begin to trace the growing up into Him who
unto them has come as "a tree of life"! Then it is that they can
sing-
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"Less than Thyself will not suffice
My comfort to restore;
More than Thyself I cannot crave,
And Thou canst give no more."
Look at the Church in Solomon's song. Did she find rcst as long
<lS her Bdoved was absent ~
Nay. she rested not-evcn by night
~eeking for Him whom her soul loveu.
But, when He itppotLl'ed,
ravishing the soul with delights, she is sick of love. She says with
rapture, "I held Him and would not let Him go."
Now, St. Paul, in his first Epistle to Timothy, tells us of Christ
being our hope; and, again, he reminds us of thc eye of faith evcr boing
directed towarus the object of our lives: "Looking for that Llessod
hope, and the glorious appearing of the gratt God and our Saviow' Jesltli
Christ" (Titus ii. 13 ). Jeremiah speaks of tllO expected Messiah as
"the hope of Israel," whilst the prophet Joel tells us that" thc Lord
will be the hope of His people." Oh, blessed hope, which is embosomod
~n an exalted Christ! There, and there alone, shall I find st!~biliLy ancl
eternal durability in hoping. There shall I finu. unending joys,
unfading pleasures, and eternal glory.
" But what about the heart being sick ~" say some. "You 11.1'0 talkil)g
too high for me. I cannot follow you; for it seems my portion always
to be in the valley, and but rapidly-passing glimpses of my Ohl'iat are
all I can gain, and those are so seldom that I dare scarcely hope
that He is mine and I am His. Surely He would give me more of
those blessed foretastes if He meant me to share His glory up yonder 7"
Dear Little-Faith, cheer up! To you is such a passage given, for you
can talk of hope deferred, and sick and faint-heartedlless; and one day
you will also be able to talk of that ravishing desire which hath come
into your soul as "a tree of life." In the Revelation of Jesus Christ,
John is shown the "tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits,
and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree are
for the healing of the nations." And it is the sick, not the whole,
that have need of a physician. Then pray on, weak one. Lift up the
hands that hang down. Hope on; the desire will come; and, though
.hope deferred will now make the heart sick, you will praise Him
for it one day. He knows you far better than you know yourself,
and perhaps He could not trust you with much joy and faith in
believing. Some of His children need keeping very low. But He
knows where you are, and He sees fit to keep yOll there. You
may bless Him for it, for there is much mercy in being brought to
Jie at Jesus' feet. There you are dependent on Him for every little ray
of' comfort, and it is very sweet to get it direct from Him. You
k.now we cannot have the feast here without the mixture of bitter
herbs. Those must be mingled in our feasts below, to remind us of
our position here as travellers pressing forward.
The waters of
Marah, being bitter, caused the children of Israel to go on journeying
until they came to Elim, where the palm trees afforded them shade
to rest under. Oh, how wonderful is it that our nature is still to
cling! One would think all this stirring up, all these bitter lessons,
would sicken liS of earth; but, directly we are let alone, we settle
d)wn again at ease, till Goel, in mercy-yea, wondrous mercy-stirs
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us up again.
How wonderful that we should still be looking back
to Egypt, from whence we have been so wondrously plucked as
brands from the burning! Oh, wondrous love and mercy! May our
Beloved one day be satisfied with us as pleasant fruits j and we,
deriving all nurture, merit, and fruit from Him our Head, have our
hearts tuned afresh to sing His praise, and adore the grace that has
made choice of us, coming unto us as all our desire and all out"
hope; and thus"From glory unto glory,
Our eyes have seen the King;
We own His matchless beauty,
Adoringly we sing :
BUl, Thou hast more to show usOh, thought of untold bliss!
Thus we press on, exulting,
In certain hope of this.

"The fulness of His blessings
Encompasseth our way;
His promises most precious
Uphold us day by day:
The fulness of His glory
Is beaming from above,
·While we receive so freely
The fulness of His love."

R.
" PUSEYITE."

"You want to know our opinion about Dr. PUSEY'::; sermon, 'This
is My body.' We gladly comply with your request, and beg leave to
say that no man who sincerely believed in the Rubrics of the Book of
Common Prayer, especially that one called 'The Black Rubric' at the
end of the Communion Service, could possibly preach such a sermon.
For example, he says on page 39 of his sermon, 'vVhat could we
hplieve but that the Church meant that that bread and that cup were,
by the power of our Lord's word, elevated above their natural order,
and that, supel'll atu rally, what we received was the body and the
blood of Christ 7' Again, on page 40, he says: 'I will only briefly
add that the doctrino of the Eucharistic Sacrifice and of Eucharistic
Adoration are involved in the doctrine of the H.eal Presence.' Reall
now alongside of these statements what the Black Rubric says: 'No
adoration is intended or ought to be done either unto the sacramental
bread or wine, or unto any corporal presence of Christ's nntural flesh
and blood; for the sacramental bread and wine remain still in their
very natural substances, and therefore may not be adorer], for that
were idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful Christians.' Every man,
according to the Prayer-Book, who accepts Dr. PUSEY'S view is an
idolater. There is no getting out of that even by all the casuistical
sophistry in the world. Dr. PUSEY held views according to those taught
in the Church of Rome.
He was, in fact, a. l1.o111an Catholic in all
material points, and his staying in the Church of England was
We respect Dr. NEWj\rA", for his condishonest in the extreme.
sistency in going over to Rome, where Dr. PUSEY ought to have gone
long ago."
[And yet this is the man whose memory (which ought to be buriell
in oblivion) is sought to be perpetuated in the most costly way. Hall
we millions of pounds, we would not give a fraction towards such all
object.-ED.]
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(Continued j1'01n page 97.)

"Thus saith the Lord, Get thee' out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and .from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee."-GE~ER[H xii. l.
"And he went out, not knowing whither he went."-HEBREws xi. B.
"Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest."-J\iwAH ii. 10.
"Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward."-ExoDlis xiv. li).
"For the Lord's portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance.
He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness: lIe lea
him about, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His eye."DEUTERONO~IY x=ii. 9, 10.

IN that sweet frame of mind I went on for some months, enjoying
in my soul a feeling sense of God's pardoning love and mercy, and
out of my heart flowed a sweet sense of love toward Him for what
He had done for and in me. I knew now what it means where it
says, " We love Him because He first loved us;" and not only so,
but I felt a sincere love toward His people, especially toward the
ministers of the Gospel, and nothing could now keep me away from
the chapel either on the Sabbath or week evenings. Whenever the
doors were open for worship I was there. It was a sweet time, never
to be wholly forgotten by me; and the feeling of my heart was like
David's when he said, "Come unto me, all ye that fear God, and I
will tell you what He hath done for my soul." When I did meet
with any of them alone, I would tell them a little of the exercises of
my soul, feeling assured that they would know all about it, and that
we should be able to speak to one another about these precious realities
which my soul was in the enjoyment of. But, alas! how few I found
who could understand it; and sometimes this made me fear that I
was wrong, after all; but that fear would send me to the Lord, to
inquire of Him, and to beg of Him to undeceive me, if I were deceived.
I found it sweet thus to wait upon Him, and tell Rim all about it.
He and I often had some sweet communion at these times, and He
«lid often drop some sweet portions of His precious Word into my
soul, which gave me the assurance that I was not deceived, for He
and I could understand one another.
One evening, when in a sweet frame of mind, I wrote a note to the
minister (Mr. J ONES) who was supplying for a few weeks at the chapel,
and gave him some little account of that precious Sabbath mora when
my poor soul was brought into the blessed realization of the pardoning
love and mercy of God in Christ Jesus while he was preaching, .and
some of the sweet exercises of my soul since. He called upon me the
next day, and said how it had cheered him to receive such an account.
I opened my heart to him, and told him some of the things which I have
written in this narrative. I found that he was no stranger to some
of the things which I had been exercised with, and we had a sweet
time in tracing the way the Lord had led us hitherto. We were
greatly encouraged in speaking one to another about the things which
concerned our overlasting peace.
There were also some other of the supplies from whom I felt instrumentally much soul comfort. One was Mr. HENRY HUNTLEY, of Limpley
Stoke, whom I often heard with sweet profit and edification; but, to
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the sorrow of many as wen-as myself, he was soon called home, I believe
to his eternal rest. Another was a Mr. TURNER, of Sodbury, whom I
frequently heard, aud' whom I also loved for his work's sake. I once
asked him to my house to tea, ~vhen he w~s supp~yin~ on a Lord's
day, and we had some profitable conversatIOn, whIch IS even now at
times sweet in remembrance. As we were going to the chapel for the
evening service, he said to me, "How is it you do not make a
profession ~ Tell the people what you have told me, and be baptized,
and join the Ohurch. I think it would be right for you to do so."
I said, "I have thought much about it, but cannot bring my mind to
it, for I feel so much wickedness in my heart, and inclination to do
evil, that I fear to take such a step, lest I may fall into sin, and bring
a disgrace upon the profession which I may make. That fear prevents
me, for I should be very sorry to make a profession, and then be left
to fall away, like, alas! too many do who, I fear, take upon them a
profession without enough consideration about the step which they are
taking. I wish to be perfectly satisfied that I shall be able to stand
firm before I make a profession." He said, "What you tell me gives
me the greatest assurance that it would be right for you to do so, for
that fear will be your safeguard. "\iVhat you fear you shall do, you
will not be very likely to do; therefore I still say that you should
cast in your lot with God's people, for I believe, from the conversation
we have had together, that you are one of them. The possession of
that fear gives me the greater confidence in saying so. And let me
tell you now that, if you ever lose that fear, and feel confident that
you can stand in a profession, then do not make one. It is that fear
and mistrust in yourself, and your entire dependence upon the Lord
to keep you by His grace, that will prevent your falling away." Tha,t
conversation was not lost upon me; in fact, it has been ever remembered by me since, and I have many times blessed the Lord for it,
especially as it was the last conversation I ever had with that good
man, though I heard him preach a fe~v times afterwards. Yet it was
not the will of God that I should make a profession of religion in
Trowbridge. He had appointed another place for that, in His own
time and way.
A short time after this event, the Church gave Mr. J ONES a call for
a year on trial, with a view to the pastorate, and he accepted it, which
gave much joy to me and many others who were outside of the Church,
without having made any profession. He removed his family, and
came to reside in Trowbridge. At the end of the year's probation, the
Church gave him a call to the pastorate, and he accepted that also;
and there was a great demonstration made when he was recognizeda tea meeting, and a meeting afterwards, when the chapel was crowded,
and all the ministers in the town were present, and some from other
places, and he was received as .the pastor with acclamation and great
rejoicings. But, alas! before a year went round again, there was quite
another scene in that place, which caused much sorrow to me and
many others.
'rVe were now apparently very comfortably settled in Trowbridge.
We had a good and constant place of work, and could earn good wages;
therefore we did not intend to seek any further, but made up our
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minds to end our days there, if it were the will of God. But it
proved eventually not to be His will. I think you will see, my dear
friends, as I am enabled to narrate the events which transpired, that,
"as an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings, so the
Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him"
(Deut. xxxii. 11, 12). My leg, as I have said, was in a continual
wound, and could not be healed j and, in fact, some doctors said that
it would be injurious to my bodily health if it were healed, till it
should heal of itself, therefore I had to bear it. It was a good thing,
as I have said, that I was now in such employment, where I could
work, though in great pain at times, which would have prevented mr
working at labouring work out of doors, as I had been formerly used
to do. I could now stand at my loom, and work at times, even in
great pain; yet occasionally, especially in the spring and autumn, I
was laid up in such pain that I could not stand to my work, sometimes for weeks together, although, on the whole, we got on pretty
well, and were thankful to the Lord for our great mercies.
In February, 1861, my wife was confined with another child (stillborn), and she got about too soon, and caught cold, and inflammation
set in. For some days even the doctor despaired of her life, and my
mother came up from Bath to look after her.
Another stir up of our nest was as follows. A strike occurred of
the weavers where we worked, and from the first I opposed it, knowing
it to be an unjust one. Many of the weavers were of the same
opinion; but, when it was put to the vote, the majority were for the
strike, and those who were of the same opinion as myself at the
beginning had not the moral courage to maintain that opinion, and
went with the majority. I was left alone, contending that the strike
was both unnecessary and unjust in all its bearings, and that the
presumed cause would not stand the test of truth. However, I being
only one out of above three hundred, all my objections were overruled,
and out we went, I being the last to stop weaving and the last to
leave the shop, under protest. A statement was set forth about the
cruel injustice of the masters, which induced us t::> turn out, to protest
against it. Letters were put into the Bristol daily papers, in which
there was scarcely one word of truth; yet these appeals to the public
brought in a great deal of money to support the strike, and this
continued for about a fortnight. Then I could stand it no longer. I
felt I must contradict the lying statements that went forth, whatever
might be the consequences, for I never could in my life allow a statement to go forth as the truth which I knew to be a lie, especially
when I myself was concerned in the matter. I have many times had
to sufI'er for this strict maintenance of the truth against error, both
in worldly and religious matters; but my sufferings have not cur~d me
yet, and I hope never will, by God's help. So I wrote a letter to
the Bristol D(tily Post, setting forth the true state of the case in all its
particulars, and it duly appeared in that paper the next morning,
signed, "One on the Strike." That fell among them almost like a.
bombshell would, fLlld caused great consternation among them, for
there wt::re all their statements contradicted, with truthful particulars,
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which none of them could contradict; and so, as is usual in such
cases, they fell· into a great rage with me, and threatened what
they would do to me. But I stood my ground witho~t fear, as I
knew that I was right; and that brought the strike to an end, for no
one would support it after that. Then we all went to the masters, to
see what could be done to come to a settlement of the question. The
;result was, the masters agreed to take out the pattern of work which
was the cause of the dispute, and have it woven on hand-looms. Then
we agreed to resume work, :md, in a few days, we found the same
pattern of work brought again into the shop slightly altered, and
called by another name, at the old rate of wages. It was then found
that it was about the best paying work in the shop, and many of the
weavers could see, as I had before seen, what fools they had been to
turn out on such a question, and thereby lose a fortnight's wages.
Nevertheless, they hated me still for my opposition to them, although
it was proved that I was right, and many of them never forgave me.
The first day after we resumed work, when the mill stopped in the
evening, they shouted after me in a shameful manner, and it seemed
that some of them would have done me some injury by violence.
The master was near, and heard it, and he told them he would not
allow anyone on the firm to again annoy me in this manner, for I
had been both his friend and theirs also in this matter, and the.y
could plainly see it to be so, if they gave the question an honest and
fc'lithful consideration. This had the effect of stopping any open act
of annoyance on the factory premises, but there were many ways and
places where and in which they could still carry on their persecution
Df me, where the master could not interfere with them, and they did
not fail to do it; but I have since seen that this was the will of God to
permit this to be done, in the stirring up of my nest at Trowbridge.
Another stir up of the nest was, my health failed, and so did that
of my wife, and I especially was frequently off my work. We both
were reduced to a very weak state of body, and the doctor advised
change of climate into a more bracing air; but where to go we knew
not, but God knew, and had appointed it, and at length led us to it
in a way which we knew not. Although we knew it not then, it
was revealed in due time. He had hidden His face from me, and the
·enemy came in when the Lord manifestly departed, and it wa~
suggested to my mind that I had been deceiving myself by an excited
imagination, and thought the Lord had been leading me and manifesting Himself unto me when He had done nothing of the sort, foe I wail
only a hypocritical reprobate, and I had been brought into all this
tt'ouble as a punishment for my presumption. So greatly did he
harass me on this point that I believed him, for the Lord had
manifestly departed, and left my soul in darkness, so that I had not
one word to answer the enemy with. He had it all his own way
for the time, and I wisheJ to get away from the town anywhere,
I did not care where, for I could not be worse than I was, either
in body or mind. Thus was the nest effectually stirred up, and
out I must go, for it was the will of God, though I did not know
it then.
(To be continued.)
11'[
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A FEW LOVING WORDS FROM THE REV. J. O. MARTIN
TO HIS CONGREGATION AT THE CIRCUS CHURCH"
PORTSMOUTH.
My DEAR FmENDs,-As, in the providence of God, we are prevented
from meeting in person at the commencement of another year, I send
you a few lines by way of Christian greeting. They fell into my
hands a short time since, and so impressed me that I feel I must
have them printed and circulated amongst you. The God of all grace
help you individually to study and answer the questions prayerfully
to Himself. May old and young find a blessing in them.
I trust I may ere long have the privilege of seeing you face to face"
and of prflaching to you once more "the unsearchable riches of Christ."
U nti! then may we be often found at the mercy-seat, asking for blessing:;
which shall Dot be denied.
Desiring for you all every covenant blessing, and praying the Lord
may be ever present with His servant who is ministering in your
midst,
Believe me to be, your affectionate Pastor,
Clarens, Switzerland, December 22nd, 1882.
J. C. MARTI".

«

\1
NEW YEAR'S QUESTIONS FOR 1883.

" }Vhat is thine occupation? ancl whence comest th01~ ? What is thy country?
and of what people M·t th01£?" -JoNAH i. 8.
" Here have we no contim£ing city, but we see!" one to

cO?1~e."

" WHN£ is thine occupation?
How hast tllllU spent thy strength?
On the fleeting things of this life,
Which prove so vain at length?
Or dost thou work for the Master,
In His vineyard early and late 'I
Truly blessed are His servants
Who continually on Him wait.

" And say, of what people art thou 1
The people who walk in God's ways.
Following the footsteps of Jesus
And showing forth ever His praise l'
Or, art thou in the rebel army,
Fighting against the great KingOf those who refuse their allegiance,
And to evil and ruin cling?

" Whence comest thou each morning
As thou goest forth on thy way 'I
Is it from the secret chamber
Where thou to thy Lord dost
pray?
Hast thou been to meet Him early,
And come forth with strength for
the way?
Truly blessed are those servants
Who wait on Him day by day.

"Oh, answer these questions truly
As you enter another new year;
God grant that you may be able
To give answer glad and clear:
, The Lord Jesus Christ is my
Master,
I'll listen to His loving voice,
And go in the light of His presence
To heaven, the home of my choice.'

" What is thy country? pray tell me,
Is it this sad world of woe,
With its passing joys and pleasures,
Its treasures that soon must go 1
Or is it the heavenly countryThe city where God lms in store
Fulness of glory llond ble~sing,
And pleasures for cvermore ?

" Then,when this world's courseis over,
And the earth shall have passed
away,
You will go to serve Him for ever,
In His presence abide alway.
You sh:\l1 enter home with singing,
Everlasting joy on your head;
Sorrow and sighing all fleeing,
And gladness for ever instead."

~
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A FEW WORDS l"ROM THE LITTLl!: READERS OF
"OLD J'ONATHAN."
WE have been groatly gratified, during the last wook Or so, with a
number of letterll which we have received from the littlo ones attending
St. Luke's SllOdl1y-school. For many years they have beon accustomed
to receivo 11 copy of Olcl Jonathan as a reward for regular attendance
and good bohLwiour; and, the first Sunday in each yoar, a goodly
number hnve received the bound volume, among ot,her prize-books. The
following aro a few extracts from the letters in question. Most of
them are very nicely written, and we have every reason to believe
that tho wording of each epistle is purely from the little writer's
own mind, and not from others' help or suggestion. The extracts arc
purely verbatim :25th January, 1883.
REV. Sm,-My object in writing is to thank you for the Jonc!thans I
have received during the short time I have attended St. Luke's Sundayschool. Having lived in Spain all my life, where we have nut such nice
books, I know how to appreciate them. After I have re:1.<1 them I send
them to my grandpa, who lives in Spain, and all who read them there are
greatly interested in them.
I remain, yours respectfully,
A. E. W.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-I was very sorry to hear that you were afraid the
Old Jonathans you so kindly give us every month, for regular attendance,
were not valued by us. I can speak for our home that they are highly
prized. My father and mother have been constant readers of thern from the
broad-sheet down to the present time, and even my little brothers and
sisters are delighted to see the interesting pictures. There are five of us
that attend St. Luke's Sunday-schools, and we generally get one each; so we
have plenty to sp"lre to send to our friends. I received ten last year; this
year I hope to get twelve. I had the pleasure of receiving the first prize in
Miss R--'s class, for which I chose a reference Bible.
We all hope that
you will be long spared to carry on the good work.
I am, deal' Dr. DOUDNEY, yours sincerely,
E. W.
FebJ'Uary 1st, 1883.
DEAR DR. DouDNI>Y,-Many, many thanks for the beautifulOlcl Jonctlhans
you so kindly give liS every month.
My father and mother enjoy reading
them very much. The pictures are very pretty, also instructive. I have them
bound. They 111ll1W a very pretty book.
Again thanking you very much for your kind generosity,
I am, yours gratefully,
L. H.
DEAR Sm,-I now sit down with much pleasure to write you these few
lines, thanking you for the Jonathans which you distribute to us once a
month. I find the reading is very interesting. I lend them to my friends,
and they hnd them very interesting; and both my pa.ents are very much
took up in the reading; and I also thank you for the prizes you have given
to us.
Hoping that you will be spared to be with us for many years to come,
I remain, your obedient servant,

C. D.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-I think it a great pleasure to take up my pen and
write you these few lines to tell you that I value the Old Jonathan very
much indeed.
My mother and father value it also, and I think it is very
M
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interesting nnd instructive, and I hope you will be spared among us a
many years yet to come.
Trusting Mrs. DOUDNEY and yourself aro
and I hope, by God's help, to be a better boy in future than I have
in the past years. I must now close.
I remain, yours faithfull(j: E.

good
well,
been
B.

February 4th, 1883.
REVEREND DEAR SIR,-I wish to assure you that Old Jonathan is very
much appreciated by us. Myself, my two brothers, nnd younger sister, have
each one every month. One is given to Mr. and Mrs. W--, neighbour;
another father takes to an old man in his district; a third we send to my
eldest brother in Queen Elizabeth's Hospital, and one we keep at home.
'We thank you, sir, for giving them to us, and we trust the Lord may
bless the reading of them to us all.
Yours very gratefully,
A. C.
DEAR Sm,-I thank you for the Old Jonathan, which we look for every
month, and enjoy reading them very much, especially the Letters to the
Aged and the Young. We should miss them very much i[ they were discontinued. I thank you for my brother and sister, as we each have one
given us every month from the Sunday-school.
I am, yours obediently,
H. W. J.
J am~m'Y 28th, 1883.
REV. AND DEAR SIR,-I wish to thank you for the Jonathans, and hope
you will please to continue to give them to us. vVe all receivo great
pleasure and profit from the reading of them, and we pray the Lord to
spare your life, and abundantly bless your labour in this parish; alld may
your latter end be brighter than at the beginning. Mother, myself, my
sister, and my little brother wish to return you many thanks for the
.Tonathan, and likewise for our nice prizes, and hope you may live for
many more years to give them to us.
I beg to remain, your most humble servant,

G. B.
DEAR Sm,-I am ~lad to tell you I like my Old Jonathan very much.
I find the reading in it very interesting and instructive. I hope to improve
by reading them, and become a good boy, and to grow up so. My mother
reads them to the children, and she says they are very pretty.
Yours respectfully,
E. C.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-I now take my pen to write these few lines to you
concerning our monthly Old Jonathan, which I am now receiving every
month regularly; and I am very thankful to receive them, bocauso there
is such interesting reading in them. Father and mother like reading it.
With very best wishes for your kindness to us, and Mr. and Mrs.
WEr,cflllu.N, our kind superintendents, I must now concluJe.
Yours respectfully,

A. H.
DEAlt Dlt. DOUDNEy,-I now take the pleasure of writing a few lines to
you concerning our monthly Jonathan, which I am very thankful to receive,
because thero is such interesting and instructive reading in it. I have been
receiving them regularly for over six years, and I should be very sorry to
lose thOlll. JV[other and father, and all my brothers and sisters, take a great
pleamre in reading them.
'Vith very bost wishes for your health and strength, and that of Mrs.
DOUDNEY, also that of Mr. and Mrs. WELCHlIfAN, our kind superintendents,
and all their family,
I remain, yours respectfully,

A. H.

\
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JCt1Luary 16th, 1883.
DEAR SIR,-It is with much pleasure I take my pen to write you these
few lines, and thnnking you for your kindness for supplying us with the Old
Jonathan. I thank you on behalf of my father and mother, as they are
very fond of reading it. I am in MR. W. B--'s class, and I like him
very much. I am ~.lso in the choir. I also go to the day-school. I am in
the fourth standard. I hope, this examination, to pass into the fifth standard.
Hoping, dear sir, you will be spared to us for a good long time, as we
should very much miss your kindness to U9 in giving us treats and many
other things, not forgetting deal' MRS. DOUDNEY,
I beg to remain, dear sir, yours very obediently,

W. C.
January 29th, 1883 .
. DEAR SIR,-It is with very great pleasure that I write to tell you how
very much I like and value Old Jonathan, and I do thank you for your
kindness in giving it to us, which is a great one-one that I think must be
valued by all who receive it.
My father and mother value it very, very
much, and have been readers of it for many years, and they think it cannot
fail to do a great deal of good. I am in Mrs. P--'s class, and I like
her very much indeed, and the Sunday-school as well.
I remain, yours very affectionately,
A. G.
To the S upm'intendent of the Sunday School.
January 21st, 1883.
DEAR SIR,-I wish to return you many thanks for the distribution of the
Old Jonatlwns to the scholars of the Sunday-school. I think it is a very
instructive book, showing us plainly the ups and downs of life, and the only
way of conqu9ring them-by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. The pictures
are also very instructive. My father and mother also join in thanking Dr.
DOUDNEY for the publication of so valuable a book.
So now I close,
hoping long life to you as well as to Dr. DOUDNEY, that the blessed truths
of the Gospel lllay be spread abroad throughout all the world.
Yours obediently,
G. H.

The annexed is dated" Brixton, December 21st, 1882":My DEAR OLD JONATIIAN,-I wish you a very happy Christmas. I do love
you so much.
I like your nice stories that you tell me. I am always so
delighted when the postman brings you. I hope God will let you live very
many years, that you may tell me and others that love you lots of nice
stories. I have such a nice, good grandma. She often says she loves you.
I send my love, plenty. Please accept the book-marker, from
G. J.

., HE WAS ASLEEP."
(MATTHEW viii. 24.)
SUBJECT to human weakness,
Yet even at that moment
Though free from sinful stain,
He did His people keep;
My God incarnate suffered
For He who guardeth Israel
From weariness and pain:
Doth slumber not, nor sleep:
While tempests lashed the waters,
God over all for ever,
And mised their foaming crest,
'I'hough robed in human fQI'm,
He sought, upon a pillow,
His weary manhood slumbered,
A short ,md needed rest.
His Gudhead ruled the storm.
Sidcup.
E.D.
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THE BOOK FUND AND ITS WORK.""
As the past year drew towards its close, we were anticipating the
issue of. the above interesting work. Its predecessors had lel[ us to cry
for" More! more!" In due time the welcome little messenger came,
nor could we be satisfied till we feasted upon its contents. As we
rose from our mental meal, we secretly exclaimed, "If that tlear
servant of the Most High had been afflicted for so many years for
no other purpose than the ministering, as she has done, through this
Book Fund, to the necessities of so many of the Lord's servants,
that affliction, instrumentally, has accomplished a great and a glol'iom
work."
To the thoughtful observer, indeed, it can scarcely fail to be seen
that the very circumstances in which Mrs. SPURGEON h:1S so long been
placed, by the afflictive hand of our God, has been the means of
concentrating her thoughts and bringing her most practic:11 sympathies
to bear upon those whose '111otted places, in the wondrous arrangements of Divine Providence, have been, if not in compar:ltive obscurity,
most certainly in the midst of poverty and privation. Hence the
hand of the Lord, in His gmcious remembrances of them, through
the instrumentality of His much-honoured though sorely-afflicted handmaid, has been the more marked and gratefuL
If there be one thing more than another that we love to contemplate,
it is the little beginnings of this and that work which has afterwards
made its on-and-on progress until it spreads itself far and widelike the acoI'll dropped upon the moistened soil, bursts and dies, and
then ventures again to raise its modest head above the snrface, and,
little by little, rises and spreads, grows and thrives, until at length it
becomes one of the giants of the forest, braving all weathers, and
bowing gracefully-but not yielding-to tempest or storm.
Speaking, within the last hour or so, to a servant of God, in terms
of regret that men in high and responsible positions should place the
Vvord of God before their fellow-men in a critical or questionable
light, his reply was, that he "had had such personal proofs of its genuineness and authority, that the captiousness of tens of thousands of his
fellow-mortals would in no wise move him, or in the least respect
shake his belief." He then enumerated several instances, in a way of
personal observation and experience, proving to a demonstration indeed
that our God is a God who does hear and answer prayer; yea, a God
that does ratify and confirm His word, "Seek ye first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all ~heso things shall be added
unto you."
It would necessarily be a breach of trust were we to particularize.
This, however, we can state, that the facts named to us were such
as beautifully and blessedly to establish that precious precept,
"Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the loviug-kindness of the Lord." At the same time, these facts
gi've tone and strength to the godly caution "not to despise the day
of small things."
.. Seventh Annual Hcport of Mrs. Sl'URGEOr;'S Book Fund and its Work, 1882.
London: Passmore [lull Alabaster.
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The lengthened series of leaflets from the pen of our d.eparted friend
and correspondent, "E. B. M.," of Birminrrham, sprang from the
request of another of our correspondents.
pon an article appearing in these pages, entitled, "My FATHER KNOWS," the late Mrs.
C--, of Deal, wrote to "E. B. M.," requesting her to write a piece
Hence the
under that title, she promising to set the same to music.
precious piec

11

" I'm a pilgrim and a stranger;
Rough and thorny is the road!
Often in the midst of danger;
But it leads to God!
" Clouds and darkness oft distress me ;
Great and many are my foes ;
Anxious cares and thoughts oppress me,
But my Father knows."
t only was the produce of these leaflets sUbsequently a considerable
help towards the maintenance of the widowed" E. B. M.," but the
,bove piece has been inserted in many hymn·books, among them those
()f Messrs. MOODY and SANKEY. Hence there is not a doubt that, in
the aggregate, this hymn has been reproduced to the tune of millions;
and the last day alone shall testi(y of the amount of blessing that
has attended this sweet song of praise and thanksgiving.
~ ow, in regard to Mrs. SrURG IWN'S work, we delight to go back in
review to the occasion when, at sight of, and upon reading one of
her loved husb::1l1d's books, a thought reared its little head in her heart,
which gave birth to the expressed wish, that she could send a copy
()f the said book to certain YOllng and needy divinity students.
<lmiring as he did the zeal of his seemingly too-sanguine wiffl, the
huabrmd at the af~me time smiled (as it were) at the unlikelihood, if
not the positive impracticability, of the wish being gratified. But a
~econd thought followed, n.nd that thought gave the spur to action.
'Withdrawing for a moment, the ,lelicate lady quickly re-appears, and
lays before her husbaud a little 'reserve fund, whicll, 10fore either the
{)fie or the other WftS awaro, was to change its ltiUne-anu that, 'too,
for a noble permanency-to that of BOOK FUND! To use the words of
Scripture, "The little onc was to become a thollsal1il! " In other
words, the few hidden away c1'olm-pieces were to exprtlld and multiply
into thousands of pounds, an<l the modest foUl' or five score of
"Lectures," first given to the students of the I'a~tol"s College, have,
in seven years, reached the princely total of 1)0,770 volumes! And
this, instrumentally, by the hand of a frail lmd feeble woman !-a
woman with a large heart, but, trembling halHl-and thus able personally and experimentally to testify to the great and glorious fact,
"Out of weakness made strong."
Listen to her language, dear reader:Quite carelessly I took up to-day a volume of ~['he Sword ancl the :l'rowel
magazine for 1876, and was listlessly turning 0\'01' the pages, when I was
startled into sudden interest by lighting on 11 "Letter from Mrs. SVl1ltfllWN
to her Friemls," describing the progress of Book Fund work at that early
stage of its existence. Eagerly I read through the article, and 1 think I
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need not hesitate to confess that I was charmed with the swoot story of
the Lord's loving dealings with me then. As I retraced tho first stepe
taken in this pleasant path of service, lwd noted the gracious fuHilment of
hopes then cherished, and the realization of expectations which soemed
almost visionary, my heart glowed with loving gratitude to God, whose
faithfulness has not suffered one good thing to fail, and whose loving-kindness has done "exceeding abundantly" for me, above all that I could f1.sk
or even think! Right royally have my petitions been answered, and as It
King hath the Lord granted my requests! May I, for a moment, call my
friends' attention to a paragraph from the old letter 'I It will surely glorify
His gracious name, to show what great things Ho taught me to expect,
and then how grandly Re surpassed them!
There was a pretty little sketch of the "lelJlon -plant" on the last page
of the paper; and, after introducing it very lovingly to my readers, these
words occur :"I have always cherished the fanciful idea thi.\t each loaf [of the little
tree] must represent £100, so now you can count them yourselves, and
smile at the magnificent future which I anticipate for my Book Fund.
'l'wenty-one, are there not 1 That must mean £2,100, and plenty of strength
to grow mm·e. [The words are in italics in the ori~(inal papcr.] Well, it
seems a great deal of money, certainly; but what a trifle it must be to the
God who made all the silver and the gold! Ah! I believc thllt some day" 'When grace has made me meet
His lovely face to see,'
" the subscription list of the Book Fund will record its thousands of pounds, the
once tiny plant will be a tree bearing fruit to perfection, and the dear' old motto,
'Spend, and God will send,' will be found true and unf:1iling to the end."
'l'here, dear friends, when I read this I felt speechless with g['atitude~'
overwhelmed with the perfectly marvellous goodness of God ! Not only
has He brought all this to pass, but He has exceed8d the prosperity whic11
then seemed to me so ambitious that others would have to realize it after
I had "gone home. " Not only has He given the "thousands" which I
coveted for His poor servants, but into these hands, which I then though.t
would soon be cold in death, He has poured the riches, and has strengthened
them to be His messengers of mercy and comfort to the many who were
fainting and famishing for lack of mental food.
" Come, magnify the Lord
with me, and let us exalt His name together." Oh, that I had the power
to praise Him as I would for the grace and graciousness of the last seven
years! I need an angel's tongue to sing the song that vibrates in my
heart, and "lips touched with a live coal from off the altar" to speak the
words which burn within me, when all His goodness passes before me. My
pen should write music if it only knew how, and every word should be a.
sonnet to celebrate His love!

*

*

*

*

~
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In the light of all this mercy, past and present, how ungro.teful it seems,
to bewail an excess of work, and to murmur at the l'eaponsibilities
which accumulate around so gre<'lt a blessing! If the Book Fund grows
and prospers, the labour attendant upon its management must increase
also, and surely the same loving Lord, who appointed the service when it
was !\ "little one," will interest Himself in its acoomplishment now that
it has become 0. "thousand." I have always looked with longing eyes on
the dormant possibilities of blessing which lie within the boundaries of my
dear work, and I feel sut'e that, in the Lord's good time, He will awaken
them, and speak the word which shall clotho thom with power for service.
In abler and stronger ho.nds than mine, tho Book Fund could do marvels;
but as yet no sign is given that the Lord means to transfer it. I hope,
" " Sptechless with gratitude."

We love that expression.-ED.
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and wait, and gladly work; for the Lord makes my service a choice delight
to me, and munificently repays my labour, and "I love my Master, and!
will not go free."

W dl, having listened to her whom the Lord has' so honoured',
instrumentally, as the bestowcr, now listen to the outbursts of gratitude
upon the part of' one or two of' the 1"ecipicnts:" How can I express to you the thankfulness of my heart," writes a pastor
to-day, "for this repeated help you have given me 7 The books lire polished
shafts for the King's service, and the suitable selection you have made
impresses me much.
The stream of your kindness is strengthening lmd
refreshing to the spirits of hundreds of humble workers for God.
Your
'Book Fund' is 'a river that maketh glad the city of God.'"
In another letter this same good brother '"hus touchingly justi6.es~ his
renewed application to the Fund-" A heavy debt on my chapel, six in family,
a very expensive place to live in, and a small salary, ara my pleas for knocking
again at the door of your Christian charity. No tongue can tell the extent
of the cheer and help you render to the servants of God, and their Churches
and families, by the delightful ministrations of the Book Fund."
From a lonely worker for the Master in the Orkney Islands comes the
following touching letter :" DEAR MADAM,-I am glad to say that the seven precious volumes arrived
here safely on Saturday last. Anything more suitable could not have been.
selected, and I see in the gift both kindness and wisdom.
I have alll'11ys.
loved the Book of Psalms, and to have a Commentary on it, by one so able
to expound and express its beauty, is a treasure so great that words fail me to
set forth my thanks. 'When I look at these vO.1umes standin~ on my previously
almost bare shelves, I feel as if I had come into possession of 11 famous gol<1
mine, in which I shall not fail eonstantly to dig, and, by the blessing of God,
enrich myself and othcrs. I have to preach to the same people at least three
times a week with an 'apparatus' more' slender' than you can have any idea
of; and now to be, through your kindness, brought into contact with the
thoughts of great minds is a privilege and happiness which only one in my
solitary positiun can fully value. My hcart swells with gmtitude to God, and
to you, for your vory precious gift; and my prayer is, that all blessing may
abound to you and yours."
"DEAR MItS. SPUltOlwN,-The parcel has arrived safely. I made an attempt
to acknowledge the receipt yesterdlLy, but I was so overwhelmed by yoUI'
kindness that I utterly failed to express my feelings. When the parcel was
opened I could not help weoping, but I neEd scarcely say that they were
tears of gratitude and gladlless. My dear wife heartily joined with me in asking
for God's richest blessing upon the munificent gift and the gracious giver;
but no words can convey our feelings towards you. I can never repay you;
but I am constrained to say, 'My God shall supply all your need, according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.' The two grants you have made me
constitute fully one-half-and the best half by far-of all the books I possess.
They are 'savoury meat, such as my soul loveth.' I am very pleased with
the volumes of the Tabernacle Pulpit. I have already derived great benefit
from the perusal of Mr. SPUIWEON':; sermons, and I hope to find much help
and blessing from these.
How I wish I could have the whole set! I was
greatly lLll'ected by reading the Report of the Book Fund, and pray that Goel
may spal'o you for a long time to disperse the many clouds that darken the
lives of His poor servants, and that He may incline those who are able to
help you to uo so in a generous manlier. My salary is £52 per annum, with I'
cottage free of rent; but, as my wife, three Children, myself, and a little
maid have to subsist on that small sum, I have been compelled to appeal to
you on behalf of lily empty bookshoIves, and I thank God for opening your
heart to respond so liberally."
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There is ono feature, however, of the afore-named work which ought
by no means to be overlooked. Mrs. SrURGEON herself has touched
upon it in the sentence commencing with tho words, "In the light," &e"
as given in the preceding extracts. Now, apart from the fact that
this long-afflicted and delicate lady receives day by day from thirty to
forty letters, and that the contents of these letters have to IJe duly
considered and replied to, the time and labour entailed in the sorting
and disposal of the books, as well as the receiving of them and tile
various contributions, ought to be considered. Moreover, timo and
attention must be absorbed in seeking to avoicl a 1'epelition of the sCtrne
gift-books, where a second or third application is made for grants.
This must necessarily entail the entries of the various books to the
many recipients, as well as the keeping of accounts j and all this in
addition to such an extensive correspondence-a correspondence, moreover, which brings the mover in this great and good work in constant
contact with detltils of a most touching and heart-harrowing character.
This in itself must prove a great strain upon a delicate frame and a
deeply-sympathizing heart.
The question, then, that natUl'ally presents itself is, How can the
difficulty be met 1 the labour lessened, instead of increased 1 01' auuitional
help rendered in so important and desirable a service 1 Tlte :mswers
will be found in Mrs. SPURGEON'S own words, as expressed at page 82
of her interesting Report. Here they are:The applications for grants of books which have reached me lately have
been so extremely numerous, that once again I am compelled to lament
my inability to enlarge the present bounds of the Book Fund, or extend
its benefits to a wider class than is represented by "poor pastors in actual
charge, clepending wholly on the ministry." Lay workers, town missionaries, local preachers, Scripture readers-all these are ineligible for grants,
and the sheer necessity of keeping the work within the compass of my time
and strength compels strict compliance with the rules.
Applications
from brethren who are beyond the limits of my work are a grief and a
burden to me. I must refuse them, though I long to bless them; and
a letter of denial costs more time and thought than one of happy compliance, and, moreover, leaves a painful sense of imperfect service on the
heart.
At the close of this little book I have placed a copy of the "Oonditions
Qf Grants," so that all can see the rules which regulate free gifts to
applicf1nts; and I earnestly ask that no one will write to me for a grant
of books, or encourage others to do so, who cannot fully pledge themselves
as coming within the limits therein set down.
I should like it to be distinctly understood that these restriotions arise
from no lack of sympathy on my part with Christian lay-workers.
On
the contrary, I greatly honour those who, like the Apostle Paul, "labour
with thoir hands," that they may not be burdensome to the Ohurch of
Christ, and preach the Gospel of God freely, being chargeable to no man.
I should rojoice to help them all, and gladden their hearts with gifts of
books; for their need of aid in tho preparation of discourses and addresses is
increased by tlte fact that their opportunities for study are seriously diminished
by the claims of business. But, ahts! my inclinations outgrow my industry;
my desires run far ahead of my diligence. I work to the utmost of my
power, yet can accomplish no more than the small service of which thi.s
diary gives partial record.
If I could ply many pens together, during
days that numbered four-and-twenty hours apiece, there might be reasonable
hope of enlarging the range of operations; but, while I remain solo
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manager, treasurer, secretary, and servant-of-all-work to the Book Fund,
I see not the faintest prospect of an extension of its favours beyond
the bounds already laid down.
This fact grows to be one of the "shadows" on the bright picture of
Book Fund work, toning down the glowing colours, and reminding one of the
weakness and incompleteness of one's best endeavours. The vast need that
exists is not met by my greatest e.ffort, and I have the sorrow of seeing
opportunities of usefulness vanish like a shoal of fish when the nets are
not large enough to secure them. With almost the whole of my time given
up to the dear service, I only mana~e to supply one class of hungry souls,
sending all others empty away, to their deep disappointment and my own
sincere regret. If Christian people would but take the trouble to look into
this matter, they would be amazed to find what a serious book-famine
prevails all over the land, and how eagerly all sections of workers for Christ
stretch out their hands for the precious food, without which their mental
powers flag and droop, and their service loses its vigour and freshness.
For seven years now, without any break or interruption, the Lord has
graciously enabled me to carry on the work He then gave me to do; but,
though I hope at the close of this year to record the fact that at least
fifty tho1£sand volumes have been distributed by the Fund during this period
of its existence, I am sorrowfully conscious that what has thus been accomplished is but as a drop in the ocean of want, or as dust in the balance
of universal necessity.

At page 108 the" Conditions of Grants" are given; and if, before
application, these "conditions" were duly considered, without doubt a
considerable amount of trouble, as well as time, might be saved, and
Mrs. SPURGEON'S strength the better reserved for her arduous and selfdenying labours :CONDITIONS OF GRANTS.
The free gifts of Mrs. SPURGEON'S Book Fund are intended ONLY for those
ministers who cannot afford to purchase books for themselves, even at a
reduced price, and there are three conditions attached to such grants :1. The minister must be in actun,] charge.
2. He must be WHOLLY dependent on the ministry.
3. His TOTAL INCOME (including every item) must not exceed £150 per
annum, or £100, if unmarried.
Applications must be made by the ministers themselves; and, to save
expense to the Fund, a stamp should be enclosed in letters that require an
answer.
Mrs. SPURGEON would willingly help ALL Christian workers to books; but
such an extensive undertaking is not in her power, and the limitations
herein stated have, after many years' experience, been found absolutely
necessary to keep the work within the compass of her strength.
Needy local or lay preachers, or students for the ministry, not being
eligible for the grants made to pastors of Churches, can yet obtain Mr.
SPUIWEON'S "Lectures to Students," as a gift from the Fund, by forwarding
their circuit-plans and six stamps for postage.
A considerable reduction in the price of Mr. SPUROEON'S works will be
made, through the Fund, to any minister of Christ who, though not needy
enough to claim the free grant, would yet be glad of a little kindly
help ill purchasing books.
The carriage of parcels is not prepaid by the Fund.
THERE is no earthly pleasure whereof we may not surfeit; of the
spiritual we can never have enough.-Bishop Hall.
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$1r.ot.e~tnnt ~CRc.olt.
THE BRADLAUGH QUESTION.
sensible as we are that the judgments of the Most Eligh tlrc
most clearly recognizable at the present momentous crisis, amI that wc
are descrvedly chastised, as a nation, for thc way in which we havc
departed from the Lord, we, for once, step out of our usual COUl'SC
of avoiding politics, in order to give insertion to the following wcighty
remarks from a Baptist minister upon the BIU,J ILAUGII business. That
there should be even a second thought as to thc impropriety of
admitting such a man to preside at the coun"cls of the nation is a
lamentable proof of the degencracy of the3e clays:DEEPLY

. At the annual meeting of the Exeter Working Men's Conservative AssociatIOn (says the Bristol rPimes and :Minor), a resolution thanking Sir STilFFOR))
NOltTHCOTE for resisting Mr. BltADLAUGH'S cntrallcc into Parliament,
considering that the admission of an avowed atheist would be a violation of
Constitutional interests and a national sin, was seconded by the Rev. Dr.
HILLIElt, a Baptist minister. It was said that men of his (the speaker's)
stamp were weak-kneed. He was going to show that men of the other
stamp were weak-headed. It was sl,id by somc Liberals that the organi;led
opposition to the admission of Mr. BRADLAunJI to the House of Commons
had been organized in the Conservative interest. He was -there as 'a NOIlconformist minister-he was there, he hoped, as an intelligent Liberal-to
deny that; and he would tftke the accusation and throw it back whence it
came. He knew a vast number of Liberals who suHered intense agollY about
that question. They were constantly debating between themselves about;
what they called loyalty to conscicnce and loyalty to Liberalism. Some told
him he ought to vote for Mr. BRADJ"AUGlI, and that he ought to remember
tha-t he was voting for Mr. B·RAD:LAUGH the man, and not for Mr. BRADLAUGH
the arch-infideL Now, if there was anybody there suffering under that
delusion, it was a mental delusion. They could not do it. It was a
metaphysical impossibility.
If some men could turn mental somersau1t~
and perform political physiological feats, he could not. They were told
that they must practice a biologimtl vivisection upon Mr BltADLAUGH, and
separate one man from the other. But it could not be done. If loyalty to
Libor:JJism compelled him to vote for BRADLAUGH, he would throw Liberalism
to the winds. It was said that the opposition to Mr. BltADLAUOlI was
illegal; but, if the opposition to Mr. BltADLAUGH was illegal, his course must be
legal; and, if his course was a l("gal one, why was he asking the House of
Commons to pass an Act to make it legal? It was very clear that it was not legal,
and they wanted to bring in a Bill to make it legal; and therefore his present
course was illegal, and that was admitted. But it was said that the Right Hon.
"WlLLIAM" would bring in a Bill. If, however, he brought in a Bill, it would
go ill with him and his Government. The Liberal ship was Hoated about
three years ago. It was launched in 1880, and by universal acclaim the
right hon. gentleman was elected captain of that ship, and Captain WILLrAlvI
GI"AIJS'l'ONE had discovered to his cost that the ship had had to contend with
malJY storms in the Irish Sea, and he thought he was beginning to see that
there wero breakers ahead, aIllI more terrible storms in the Black Sea of
atheism. .He had on board his Liberal ship the infidel J onah, and, unless
Jonah be thrown overboard, he would find that, he would sink the vessel.
There were hundreds of LibcJ':1ls in this country, and a vast number down
at N orthamptoll, who, ratIler tIJan see atheistic J onah ~afely carried into tho
port of Parliamell t, would rejoice to see the political ship sunk at the bottom
of the political sea, and he was (llle among them. If it were not making tho
righteous suffer for the wickell, he would say, disfranchise Northampton for
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ever and a day. He would ask them if those throe thousand shoomakers
had not offered the greatest insult to our gracious Queon.
What had they
done 'I They had sent to represent them in the House of Commons the
author of "The Impeachment of the House of Brunswick;" and, if the Queen
of England were not exceedingly merciful and gracious, the author of that
impeachment would not be in the House of Commons, but in the House
of Correction. With regard to his admission being a violation of Constitutional interests, he fully agreed with that. Our Constitution was a Christian
Oonstitution. One of the finest lawyers that ever lived-Sir MATTIImW HALE
-declared that Christianity was a part and parcel of the common hlw of
this country.
When our illustrious Lady and noble Queen came to the
throne, and was crowned in Westminster Abbey, she bowed the knee in
token of her recognition of the Almighty God, King of kings and Lord of
lords. And now, forsooth, to gratify three thousand sceptical snobs, 10 and
behold, this Constitution of ours was to be revolutionized, and it was to be
turned infidel; for that was what it came to when they sifted the matter to the
bottom. He trusted that Sir STAFFORD NOR'l'HC01'E would have sufficient bodily
power and intellectual vigour and moral courage to resist to the last the
admission of this man. The last part of the resolution declared that such
admission would be a national sin.
So it would be. A wise king said,
righteousness exalteth nations; and, if they were to have a righteous nation,
they must have righteous laws, and it was absolutely impossible for an
unrighteous man to make righteous laws. The beautiful sermon on the mount
said "a good tree could not bring forth evil fruit, and an evil tree could
not bring forth good fruit." The application he thought was clear. He must
highly'congratulate the railway companies for refusing to give facilities to Mr.
BRADLJ..UGH to take his forty thousand sceptics to London. Looking upwards,
the Rev. Doctor exclaimed that there sat the beautiful Britannia. No sovereign
held the balance of justice and equity with truer hand. Not only did she
sit on the British throne and hold the balance of justice and equity in that
lily-white hand, but she held the sceptre of righteousness; and would they
have the scolling, scowling, sneering sceptic come stealing up, llis hands
covered with cobbler's-wax, and with his grimy, sticky hand, pluck that
meautiful sceptre of righteousness from the hand of Britannia 1 If so, atheism
would repeat its history at the end of the nineteenth century, and do over
again in this Christian country what it did in France at the end of the last
century. God forbid that that should be repeated in England. He call.ed
upon his country and ministers of the Gospel of every name to forbid it.
Any minister of the Gospel who took sides with Mr. BRADLAUGH had thrown
up his holy commission, and shoulu never enter the pulpit again. Might
he, in conclusion, with all ueference and all humility, call upon them, in
the name of truth and righteousness, to do all in their power-legally, manfully, morally, learnedly, and in every way-to bar the way of this arch-infidel
from ever entering the House ef Commons 1

In contrast to the courso plll'sued and opinions expressed by the
minister above-mentioned, we know an instance in which a popular
Congregational minister stated to a friend of onrs that, in the event
of :L '1'01'1.1 presenting himself as a candidate for election, he would vote
for UUADLAUGH in preference!
vVhen it is remembered that, in
addition to his avowed atheism, BnADLAUGH (in company with Mrs.
BESA:-<T) has been prosecuted for his and her immoral literature, by
which the minds of the young, as well as those more advanced in
years, lJ:.LVO been sadly contaminated, the countenance given to such a
man and to such characters is lamentable in the extreme j and what
is it reasonable to expect but the displeasure and indignation of
Jehovah 7
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(!!;orr.esp-0ltb,Clt'-C.
HART'S HYMNS-A STRIKING TESTIMONY.

1'0 the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-How thankful I am for the "feast of fat things"
which, through the mercy of my heavenly Father, I get every month
from the GOSPEL MAGAZINE; and, in the words of one of the dear
writers this month, "John, to Old Sarah," can say.. "These precious
banquets are the joy and rejoicing of my heart." May God be pleased
to spare your life, dear Mr. COWELL'S, and other faithful contributors,
for many years, and that words may never be wanting to you to
testify to "the truth as it is in Jesus." Alas! how many of the dear
standard-bearers are being called home! I tremble for the rising
generation, for" truth seems to have fallen in our stroets." Often I
am constrained to cry out in bitterness of soul, "0 Lord, make bare
Thine arm, and come and help us; for we are few, and our enemie,",
a mighty army! "
I have purchased some of yOUl' new edition of dear Hart';; hymns,
and intend to have some more. Such faithful works have liod to be
widely circulated. It would be nice for dear Mr. BRIDER to semI a
few hundreds to the sailors, &c.
Some of those hymns, and the author's experience, were blessed te>
my soul thirty years ago, about which time I had a deal' friend
somewhat awakened to her lost and ruined state by natUl'e, to whom
I carried the book one day. She opened it, after I had left her house,
upon that page in the author's experience where it is written, "I
pardon thee fully and freely. Thy own goodness cannot save thee,
nor shall thy wickedness damn thee." She was so indignant she closed
the book, kept it about a fortnight, and politely sent it back with her
compliments and thanks, never having looked into it again. However,
the Lord had purposes of mercy towards her, and would not let her
alone, but gradually brought her to the feet of Jesus, working in her
mightily by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, so that in less than
three months she called upon me and begged that I would lot her
have that "wonderful little book" (as she called it) again, at the
same time telling me of its first impression upon her. She has been
ever since a dear devoted follower of Jesus, and testifies by hor life
and conversation whose she is and whom she serves. I regrot, however, that, very soon after her "new birth," she and her husband
and only son removed to a distant part of the county, so that I seldom
see her now. It was a deep sorrow to me when she left, as she was
nearly the only one in my own station of life with whom I could hold
sweet communion.
All around here is dark and elesolate-no Gospel from any of the
pulpits in this or the adjoining parishes.
May you roalize all joy and peace in believing, abounding in hope,
through the power of the Holy Ghost, is the prayer of a poor siune1'
Your sister in Christ,
saved by grace.
Gockfield, Sudb1l1'y, Feb1'U(t1'!J Gth, 1883.
C. B.
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RETRACINGS AND RENEWINGS j " OR, THE OLD BEATEN
TRAOK, "THROUGH MUOH TRIBULATION."
1'0 the Editor of the Gospel Mag,~z'ine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-SOme time ago I went to supply for friend
MOCKFORD, of Heathfield j and, between the services, in the room set
apart for the ministers, I saw on the table a book named Retracing:>
and Renewings. I took it up, and just had time to read enough to
create a love to its author, for what I read found a place in my heart.
I found you were no stranger to the path I was travelling in j and, as
I was obliged to leave off (for it was time for the service to commence),
I said, "Oh, Lord, do let that book come into my hands in some way! J7
This was on the second Sunday in October last, the 8th. On the 29th
(the last Lord's day in the same month), I supplied for friend HATTON,
the Editor of the Gospel StandaTcl, at Redhill. The following Monday
morning, as I was waiting at the railway station, to return home, a
young gentleman came up and addressed me by name. I told him I
had not the pleasure of knowing him, when he said, "My name is
DENSHAlIL I heard you at Shaw's Oorner last evening." We got into
the train together, and, in the course of conversation, your name and
book were mentioned. I found he was your nephew. I said I had
just seen your book, and should very much like to see more of it;.
when he said he had one you very kindly presented to him, and he
would lend it to me. He said he would send it by post, which he
did. I have more than one reason to thank God I ever met with him j
and my prayer is, that the blessing of God may rest upon him and his
for time and eternity.
I hardly ever take your book up, to read a few pages, but it so
enters into my soul's exercises that it brings tears to my eyes. Oh,
how often I have to give vent to my feelings in a "Bless God for
such a testimony!" "Lord, do help him, and help me !" "Lord, do
bless him, and bless me!" I little thought that a "D.D." knew so
well the ups and downs, ins and outs, hopes and fears, liftings up
and castings down, pride and poverty, rebellion and submission,
tears of sorrow and of joy, that my poor soul has been the
subject of these ten or twelve years; so that, though strangers in the
flesh, I hope not to the commonwealth of Israel, and that covenant
"ordered in all things, and sure." What a proof of the Scripture,
"Thy children shall be all taught of the Lord, from the least of them
to the greatest of them)"! I find you have had your trials in providence, and it sometimes encourages me to hupe that He who has
brought you through yours will bring me through mine j although mine
seems such an out-of-the-way case, that it seems an impossibility for
even God to make it straight. (1) If ever He does, I hope I shall publish
it to His honour. Sure I am that, if it depends, as some teach, upon
my believing, I have no hope; for I am persuaded it must be the
same Power that made the world to make me a believer-yea, greater;
for in creation there was nothing to oppose the work, but in the work
of faith there is opposition both within and without; and yet I know
God's people have faith that overcomes the world. This makes me
often say-
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"Oh, could I but believe,
Then all would easy be!
I would, but cannot; Lord, relieveMy help must come from Thee."

And yet there are times when I can sing, with dear

RYLAND-

"He who formed me in the womb,
He shall guide me to the tomb;
All my times shall ever be
Ordered by His wise decree."

This seeming contradiction, dear friend, I sometimes believe to be
the "path that the vulture's eye hath not seen j " and yet "the wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err therein "-a path of
tribulation and sorrow, and a path of peace and joy. Your exercise
about the ministry, too, so met nlY case. I did wish you had been
led to give some particulars about your call to the work, and your
first attempt to speak in the name of the Lord j (2) although the best
evidence of any man being called to the work is his work being owned
Qf God, to the pulling down the strongholds of sin and Satan, the
.calling of dead sinners, and his meeting with opposition. "What a mercy
you have these; but the promise is, "No weapon that is formed
against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that riseth against thee
thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord."
We, as creatures, are so very differently constituted. Myself, I think
now, perhaps it might have been a little relief to me if I had sllOken
to some friend about my exercises of mind; but I could not name
it to the nearest and dearest friend I had; but oh, the hours I had
from day to day in secret before God, to take the thought of such an
important position away j (3) for I was not a prophet, nor the son of a
prophet, but the most ignorant, illiterate, unlikely creature in the
world. I had not one thing in my favour, but everything was against
me. But the more I tried, and strove, and prayed to get rid of it,
the stronger and heavier it seemed to come upon me j till at length I
felt such a blessed willingness for, as I had struggled against, it-arguing
my helpless conditioll, not having had any education, and my knowledge of divine things was so limited, and did not know but so little
of the Scriptures. (4) The Holy Spirit, I hope, applied these words,
<C Certainly I will be with thee." (5)
Oh, it seemed to speak volumes! It
was as much as to say," I know your weakness j I know you can do
nothing; but I can enable you to do all things." "011," I said, "Lord,
if so, Thou must make the way. Lay it upon some one's mind to ask
me. Let one of Thy servants invite me ; " and I can honestly say, before
God, I never named it to a creature till a minister asked me, soon
after, if I had ever been exercised about the ministry 1 Oh, I thought
I should sink into the earth. I said, "I would rather you not ask
me."
Woll, shortly after, two other ministers asked me the same
question, and ultimately an engagement was made for me to speak,
though no time was named.
However, soon after, a friend callod to
say I was expected to speak that evening. Well, it so happened we
had a dear cllild, as wo thought, in dying circumstances. A friend came
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for me. My dear wife had no idea about my going, nrither could I
tell her. Right or wrong l I must leave. She was sitting with the child
in her arms, expecting to see death put an end to its pain every hour.
How to begin to speak about going I did not know. At length I said,
"I think I shall go to the meeting to-night." Her answer was, "I
should think you must be meeting-mad ever to go away and leave me
with this child so ill, and expecting its death." (6) Ob, the anguish of
heart, the conflict between go or stop, I can never express! I cuuld not
speak. I stood leaning over the child as it lay on its motber's lap, when
the words came with such power into my soul, "Lovest thou these
more than Me ~ " " Oh, Lord," I said, mentally, for speak I could not,
"what shalll do 1 How can I go 1 What shall I do 1" I seemed riveted
to the spot and speechless, when the same words came again, "Lovest
thou these more tban Me 1" I could hold no longer. I Raid, "I must
go; and, if the child should change for the worse, send for the doctor
directly. But," I said, " I believe he will be better when I come back."
Oh, the dreadful apprehension I had I should find him dead when
I returned no tongue can tell; and I told the Lord, if it should be
so, I should then know 1 was wrong in going·; but, if better, I should
feel it was His will I should go. I had a very appropriate text for
my feelings, after telling the dear Lord I would rather be dumb than
open my mouth in His name without His divine sanction and approbation. The words were, "Help, Lord!" and I believe He did help
me, although sorely tried again after the service. But, when I
arrived home, I found that the child began to amend as soon as I had
started, and, blessed be God, he is alive and sitting at the table now
on which I am writing.
This was more than three years ago, (7) and doors have been opened
for me from that day to thi~. Last year 1 spoke nearly 170 times in
between tw·enty and thirty different places. I have met with many
friends and many adversaries; but, "having obtained help of God, I
continue to this day;" and sure I am, if God opens a person's mouth,
no man can shut it. I am as a wonder unto many, and a greater
wonder to myself. I, who was before a blasphemer and injurious, now
try to preach the faith I once tried to destroy.
I did not think of writing half or quarter what I have. I am afraid it
will take up too much of your valuable time to read jt; but the Lord
knows I have written-as I hope I sometimes am enabled to speak-out
of a feeling heart. My prayer is that God may own and bless your book
to many souls, as I hope He has to mine, and then I am sure they will
join me in praying you may still be spared to publish and to preach the
discriminating doctrines it cont!lins. Oh, what need for faithful men
in this day of error and superstition! As I write I hear the voices
of so-called religious bands parading our village with banners and
lamps. Look at the Army, so-called Salvation. (8) What a desecration
of the name! Oh, that they might have enough real religion to bring
them into secret before God, with the publican's prayer, "God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!"
Please excuse the liberty I have taken to write, and may you still
be enabled to proclaim the predestinating and everlasting love of the
Father; the redeeming love and blood of God the Son; and the
N
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quickening, keeping, and preserving love and grace of God the Holy
Ghost-Israel's covenant God-and may this God be our God for
ever and ever. So prays,
Your unworthy friend,
T~tnbridge Wells, Janual'Y 31st, 1883.
W. BaTTEN.
(1.) Dear brother, our pathway was at one time so critical and
complicated, that we used to tell the Lord it would require as almighty
all. arm to bring us out as it did to deliver Israel from Egypt. The
deliverance seemed a moral impoEsibility; but (blessed be His name 1)
the Lord effected it j but it was in His own time and in His own way;
neither in OU1' time nor in our way.
(2.) This has been given, from time to time, in the pages of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, durinp; the last well-nigh three-amI-forty years,
"RETRACINGS AND RENEWINGS" being intended as a Supplementary
Volume to the Magazine. However, as others have expressed themselves in similar terms with yourself, in regard to the call and the
work of the ministry, and as so few comparatively have the back
volumes of this Magazine to refer to, it has been laid upon the heart
to prr-pare a separate work, entitled, "THE OREDENTIALS, CALL, AND
CLAIl'>rS OF THE MINISTRY." This (if the Lord is pleased) will in .due
time be published, together with additional extracts from our Journal
up to the close of our seventy-second year.
(3.) After intense exercise upon the subject of the ministry (with which,
shall we say, we were harassed and perplexed 1) for nearly twenty years,
we did venture to speak upon the matter to our two dearest earthly
friends. Both gave such a negative opinion, and that in such prompt and
forbidding terms, that the heart was instantly closed to any attempt
whatever to the slightest after·allusion to the subject. In all human
probability, had they lived, both would have continued their opposition.
Strange to say, however, the Lord took them both away by death j
and, painful and distressing as their removal was, we became in measure
reconciled by the thought that possibly it was the Lord's way of
indirectly bringing about our heart's most fervent desire; for, in spite
of our repeated efforts to cast off the every thought of the ministry,
and notwithstanding our endeavours to throw our hearts yet more and
more into the busine'ss of the world, in order to suppress and counteract
our feelings upon so sacred a subject, no sooner was the heart warmed
by a whisper or a visit from. Jesus, than the desire to speak of and
for Him sprung up with renewed energy and warmth.
(4.) Brother, we know every inch of the ground you have thus
traversed. We personally walked backwards and forwards in that path,
as mentioned above, for more than twenty years. It was to us a
mysterious path indeed.
(5.) "Certainly I will be with thee "-one of tho throe distinct and
blessed passwords the Lord, in His great condescension and mercy,
gave, when it was first proposed to us to enter the ministry of the
Chur,ifh in Irolo.nd. "Certainly I will bo with thee;" "I have set
before thee an opon door, and no man can shut it;" "Have not I commanded thee 7" This was our three-fold commission. 'When the Lord
gave the last word, tho I'oply of our soul was, "It is enough, Lord.
Be it unto us: according to Thy word." And (blessed and for ever to
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be adored be His great and holy name!) He has fulfilled His promise
to the very letter-yea, more than fulfilled it-to this very day! Y;ea,
the very stones in the street might well cry out, did we not, of all men,
speak well of His name.
(6.) When we heard what we called our ordination sermon preached
in Great Ailey Street, by the bte Mr. KERSHAw, we h,id left at
home a sick wife, who had taken to her dying bed that very day! The
preacher (in perfect ignorance of the circumstances of his hearers)
Bxpressed his belief that some one or more present were in great trouble;
J1nd, in spite of himself, he was compelled to travel out of his intended
course in preaching to minister to them. That was a never-to-beforgotten morning to the writer.
(7.) You speak of three years, dear brother. 'What would you say about
threo-and-forty years ~ Nay, it is more than fifty years since the Lord
first opened our mouth in His blessed and ever-adorable name; and
yet, hundreds and thousands of times as we heLve thought that we have
written or spoken all we ever could write 01' speak, yet now, in looking
back, we just feel like a little child upon the sands that has been
dipping its tin cup or thimble into the ocean whose waves are rolling
~n upon the shore.
There, by comparison with the fulness, the vastness,
the blessedness of salvation, all that that little child has accomplished
with its tiny tin cup or thimble, in regard to the removal of the mighty
-ocean, is all that we have done in regard to dipping into-not to say
,exhausting-the bonndless ocean of eternal love, as brought to bear
upon a free, a full, a finished salvation!
(8.) With regard to this last subject, we had nearly said, "It is too
painful even to touch upon." Again and again in these pages have we
-expressed our belief that it is one of the phases of the m:lllY lleceptions
~nd delusions of the last times! It will have its day, and that, if we
mistake not, a short and a destructive one. We tremble in prospect
(If the issue. •As you intimate, dear brother, better-hI' better-be
found in the secresy of the chamber, crying, I, God, be merciful to
me, a sinner!" than in the streets shouting and screaming in the most
disgraceful manner, as the fruits of an excitecl brain, which (unless
divine grace prevent) will only lead from onc extreme to another.
THE EDITOR.
GONE ON!

To the Edd01' of the Gospel Mngazine.
My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER,-Yesterday it pleased the Lord to
call my dear sister "up higher." She has for years found comfort
in reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and, when staying with us at
Bristol, enjoyed a sermon which she heard you preach at St. Luke's.
Latterly, our precious sister (Mrs. HILLS) was a great sufferer, but
grace sllstained her in meek submission. "HIMSELF HATH DO::'i'E IT"
was the solace.
Our united love to you all at the Vicarage, and" deep sympathy.
YOGrs affectionately,
Aylestone PaiL, Leie:Jstel', 5th Febmnl'!J, 1883.
J. G. SOUTHBY.
N 2
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR FRIEND,-The city of Salisbury, in common with nearly the'
whole of England, the continent of Europe, large tracts in America
and India, is now visited with heavy floods and gales of wind. Our
principal street, with its shops and houses, is two feet under water,.
and the whole country around presents the appearance of a large lake.
Still "THE LORD reigneth; He is clothed in majesty; the LORD is
clothed with Etrength, wherewith He hath girded Himself: the world
also lis stablished, that it cannot be moved. . . . The floods have
lifted up, 0 LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods
lift up their waves. The LORD on high is mightier than the voice
of many waters; yea, than the mighty waves of the sea."
It is to be hoped that this solemn "VOICE OF GOD," who, for His
people, "divideth the waves thereof," will cause practical sympathy
towards our poor mariners, who "go down to the sea in ships, that·
do business in great waters; these see the works of the LORD, and
His wonders in the deep."
We have a .large number of voluntary helpers at the various homo
and foreign ports, who visit the ships, and supply them with parcels
of reading. This work is steadily carried on with many evidences.
of God's favour, and funds are greatly needed to defray the expwses~
The following letters just received will speak for them~elves;FROM A LIGHTHOUSE.
SIR,-The only daughter of the keeper of this lighthouse is blind..
She iiil the apple of her aged father's eye, who spends much of his
leisure time in reading to her. They are thankful for Retracings and)
Renewings, and the parcel of magazines sent. The writer of this is·.
one who taught her years ago to read Mr. MORRIS'S books for the blind.
FROM A BANDMASTER.
DEAR Sm,-I have been thinking it is right to acknowledge
your monthly parcels sent to me. I thank you for the safe arrivals.
of December and January papers. I quite look forward for these
monthly papers. I like the sermons very much, especially PHILPOT'Sin f-act, they are all good. I was glad to receive this month twoGOSPEL MAGAZINES. It' it is convenient to you, Mr. BRIDER, I should
like to see some papers on the immortality of the soul. I have comeacross Christians who tell me there is no such teaching in the W ordi
of God as inherent immortality in man, but immortality only in
Christ. They certainly seem to be favoured with Scripture to back.
their views. I am most desirous to learn only the true doctrines of
Scripture. We are most certainly living in strange times; we need to·
I am greatly puzzled.
stick most zealously to the Word of Gael.
sometimes to know who are friends or enemies. According to Scripture, there is surely coming a time when they shall, if possible, deceive
the very eled. In meditating on this portion of the Word, I have
been led to believe, surely in our day there is much deception afloat
in professing Christendom.
.
I shall not occupy much more of your time, but shall close by
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thanking yon heartily for your kindness in remembering me and my
JI'egiment. After 1 have done reading, I give away the papers, and
,shall do so. May God bless your good desires after the spiritual
welfare of the army and navy, and may He grant you plenty of funds
to carry on the work.
THE CHAPLAIN AND THE CHILD.
My DEAn MR. BRIDER,-I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the
usual monthly parcel of magazines. I should very much like a thousand
of the little tract entitled, "The Soldier Watched Over and Protected,"
a copy of which you kindly sent. A similar case to that recorded in
it happened at the last great battle in Egypt, where a copy of the
NelV Testament, in a soldier's breast, saved his life.
A striking incident occurred here the other day. A great pantomime
·has been going on in this garrison town for some little time. Some
parents professing religion took their children to this pantomime. A
child, about seven years of age, who had never been before to any large
assembly, except to a place of worship, when he entered, he knelt
down, and offered up a prayer, as was his custom; and, when the
performance commenced, the child was greatly amazed; and, after some
minutes, the child said to his mother, "I have not heard the name
of Jesus Christ mentioned yet. Let us get up and go out. This is
>not the place for us."
Last Sunday morning, at our garrison church service, the chaplain
preached on using the things of this world, and not abusing them.
He mentioned that we might use theatre-going, card-playing, dancing,
and wine drinking. He spoke very strongly upon the latter, because
thc first miracle of our Lord's was turning water into wine.
Donations for this good work cau be sent to me at the Old Gaol
Chapel, Salisbury.
Yours sincerely,
Febnla1'y 12th, 1883.
CHARLES BRIDER.
THE DELUSIONS OF THESE DAYS.
'YE have, upon more than one occasion, in these pages expressed
our opiuion upon the so-called "armies" that are at present making
such an ado in the "religious world." Hence it is scarcely necessary
that we should repeat our holief, that it is one of the deceits and delusions
of the latter days. Pride and presumption must. be a marked two-fold
feature in the movement to every thoughtful, unprejudiced mind. To
Guggest such ideas as those referred to by our correspondent is alVful
to contemplate, and but too well accords with many of the blasphemous
utterances of the "Salvation Army."* It behoves us, in these most
solemn and critical time:;, to consider the words of Jesus as expressed
in Matthew xii. 42-45, and xxiv. 24, as well as of what the Apostle
Peter testifies, at the close of the second chapter of his second Epistle.
We give place to no man in our estimate of the blessings and advantages of sobriety and honesty. We are prepared, moreover, to admit
<I< Our correspondent, writing from F---, Kent, speaking of a Band of Rope,
says: "They are teaching the children that, when Uhrist turned the water into
'Wine, He did not then know the evil He was doing."
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that the change from drunkenness and dissipation, both in the hearS
and in the home, is so great and important that, without divine illumination by the light and power of the Holy Ghost, such lL chaugemay easily be mistaken for real and genuine conversion. It would only
be a natural or matter-of-course substitution of j'ef01'mation' for j'egenemtion!
Vitality in religion and real godliness is not the easily-attained thing that
is represented in these days. In a publication now lying before us, we
read that" some twenty-five to thirty persons have professed conversion"
at a certain meeting recently held in a place notorious for its "services
of song," its recitations, its solos, its this and its that-a sad admixture
of the serious and the secular.
Now, this is just the kind of thing that is so rife and so delusive in
these days. A profession easily taken up under excitement and as easily
laid down under pressure. Moreover, in connection with these movements, there are the most fulsome compliments paid to those who
assume certain official names, such as captains, commanders, generals,
lieutenants, sergeants, corporals. What warrant have we in the sacred
Scriptures for such pretensions and assumptions 7 Uncharitable as we
may be considered, we here repeat our conviction that a species of
J esuitism is at the bottom of this so-called religious movement. We
I
believe that, in the most wily and crafty way, it is "sowing to t h O\\
flesh, and will of the flesh reap corruption." It ia an admixtLue of
Church and world. It is the attempting to do what never can be
~
accomplished, the serving Christ and Belial! It is, as was long since
';
advocated, " making the best of hoth worlds." With all its pretensions
to "Gospel this" and "Gospel that," it is the very opposite of "Come
ye out from among them, and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean
thing."
It is in answer to the solicitations of our aggrieved correspondent
(as she contemplates the surroundings of which she speaks), and under
a deep sense of the responsibility attached to our position as the
conductor of this work, that we thus write.
WHAT ABOUT

TIlE END OF THESE MEN ~

f#o

INTRODUCTION TO A NEW IWITIO,N OF AN OLD LECTURE; OR, A l'ASSING GLANCE AT THE PRESENT TIMES, AND COMMENTS UPON A ltEOEN'r
LECTURE, ENTITLED, "WHY MEN DO NOT BELIEVE THE BIBLE."

THE substance of the following pages was delivered, some seventeen years
ago, at Reading, Leamington, Southsea, and Clifton, and was at the time
published by request of some who were present.
Sundry reasons have induced mo to re-issue the Lecture at the present time.
To every observant mind, there cannot be a reasonable doubt that we have
arrived at a mQst important crisis in both our Church and nation. Romanism
(under the subtle garb of Ritualism) has of h~te beon making the most
rapid strides in this so long and highly-favoured land. With it scepticism
and infidelity have progressed likewise. As a sure accompaniment, a spirit
of lawlessness has sprung up thlLt has set all rule and authority at defiance,
culminating in the most diabolical of crimes. Witnes~, for example, the
deadly assassinations in opon day, as well as in the darksomeness of the
night, in the sister-isle; and these as the result of a cleverly-organized
• Published separately as n pamphlet, thirty-two pages, price onc penny.
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conspiracy, both in Englund and Amodo~, I\hhl{l Illltl nbolLcd by Members
of Parliament.
Simultaneously with these movements, thll110 III ~lIthol'lty JlILve done their
utmost to eJ)Collmgo Romanism and to to~tur It!tUll.lllun. ']111.0 appointment
of a pervort to bo-Viceroy of India, as wolL 1\11 tho uholcu ut 11 igh Churchmen
to fill vlLCant 800S, and Ritualists to void Ilarl"hol, provu tu I~ ftomonstration
the encourllllell\llllt given to Popery. Moroovor, tho oXJlclleu .Josuits from
the Oontinont MO admitted into England, and "lIowed tOJ,lant themselves
in POSiUOllS of inf:luence and importance throughout the
llitod Kingdom.
Furthor repented efforts have been made in high plaoes in or<lor to ndmit
nn IWOWO({ l'theist to the counsels of the nation. Thl\t thelo oft'orts will
ultImately prove successful is, alas I but too probable.
With but few exceptions, the bishops (who profossodly aro the tleJenetcrs
of the Ohurch) are proving its dcstroyers I Witnoss the MAOKONOOllIE
ffiallwuvl'ing. In order to put it out of the powor of the bishops to exouse
themselves from taking action against insubordiMte and law-breaking clergy,
tho OHunCH ASSOCIATION, at both immonso troublo and cost, have had the
law defined for them; but ,when, after many yoars' litigation, MACKONOCHIE
was about to be deprived of his incumbency, in the most cmfty way he
resigns, and an arrangement, under the auspices of the Bishop of London, is
made for an exchange with a similarly notorious law-breaker. Hence the
labour of the CHURCH ASSOCIA1'ION is neutralized, and the Bishop (in striking
contrast to the part of late taken by the Bishop of Manchester, under like
circumstances) has 'proved himself utterly unworthy of the high office he
officially sustains.
Another sad feature of the times is, the virtual setting aside the Bible in
the schools under Government control. Although a very short period is
nominally set apart for the reading of the Word of God, no examination
(as formerly) is instituted upon the part of the inspectors, at their annual
visit to the schools.
The churches of the land are, to a very considerable 'extent, turned into
a species of concert-halls, ,tnd flower or agricultural shows. Entertainment,
rather than spiritual instruction and edification, is by far too much the
order of the day. The Scril2.turul declaration, "It hath pleased God by the
foolishness [or the simplicity.! of preaching to save them that believe," is
set at nought, and a sermon (so-cldlcd) of a few minutes' length suffices.
So much for the services of the Church of England, for most part thoroughly
leavened with Popish ritlllLl and :1nti-Protestant dogmas; whilst Dissent
or Nonconformity is characteri7.ed by "a form of godliness, without the
power;" the panderinf( to the mere intellect regarded as a matter of
paramount importance, as calculated to arrest the attention and secure the
interest of the young and inexperienced.
On the other hand, there is an assumption of religion ef the coarsest and
most vulgar description, by which the masses are attracted, and the most
noisy and tumultuous proceedings are indulged, commonly le:1ding to outward
breaches of the law, and subjecting such as oppose to fine :tnd imprisonment.
Without doubt, to a vast extent, 1'eformation, in regard to outward bearing
and general deportment-most desirable as it is in its place-is substituted
for 1·egenc1·ation.
Again, among other branches of the community, most unbecoming titles,
even by women, are assumed, making quite a parody of religion, by their
pretensions to the various grades of officers of a so-called Gospel Army, in
which "tcm/pc'ranec" (in consequenoe of the important and praiseworthy
changes it has effected) is mistaken for "the new birth."
Thus, in various ways, are the words of Jesus proved to a painful demonstration indeed, that "there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible,
they should deceive the very elect."
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Another fact has prompted me at the present time to re· issue this
pamphlet. A lecture has very :recently been delivered in Bristol, under the
title of "Why Men do Not Believe the Bible," by the Rev. J. M. WILHON,
M.A., F.R.A.S., Head Master of Clif ton College, and Chaplain to the Lord
Bishop of Exeter. This lecture having had an unsettling effect upon ccrtain
young men of my own congregation, I feel bound to enter my humble but
most omphatic protest against it, as being altogether unworthy of one to
whom is deputed the vast responsibility of superintending such an institution
as that associated with his name.
We read, in the Personal ministry of Christ, of His stating, "Abraham saw
My day; he saw it, and was glad." When" led up of the Spirit into the
wilderness, to be tempted of the devil," we read of His repelling the assaults
of the wicked one by His repeated appeal to the Old Testament record with
an "It is w~·itten." When .He arose from the dead, and appeared to the
two disciples journeying to Emmaus, in replying to their "~'easoning"-a
line of things in which the rev. lecturer is evidently wont to indulge-their
Lord and Master "said unto them, 0 fools, and slow of head to believe
all that the 1J1'ophets have spoken! Ought net Christ to have suffered these
things, and to enter into His glory 1 And, beginning at Moses and ALL the
p~'ophets, He expounded unto them in ALL the i:3c~'ipt'u~'es the things conceTning Himself!"
Upon this footing I ask, What warrant had the lecturer for stating, as in
his printed pamphlet he does. as follows: "It is plain that any teaching of
verbal inspiration or infallibility of the Old Testament is not traceable to
the teaching of Christ" 1
Equally to be repudiated is his statement with respect to the followers of
Christ. "But what did they preach 1" says Mr. VVILSON. "Not the Bible,"
he continues.
"They did not proclaim, 'Believe in the story of the
Creation and the Flood, or you shall perish.' They preached, 'Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.' They preached the joy and
hopes, the brotherhood and renovation, of humanity. I may almost say, they
preached the rights of man, as well as the revelation of God. There is no
theory yet of the nature of the inspiration of the Old Testament."
Was there ever anything more misleading 1 Did Paul the Apostle seek
thus to tone down his testimony, and accommodate himself to the capl'ice,
or seek to avoid the censure, of his fellow-men, when, in spite of all his
human knowledge and fleshly attainments, with all the simplicity of a child,
and with all the earnestness and integrity of a ready and a willing martyr,
he testified again and again, before assembled multitudes, of where the Lord
met with him, what He taught him, and by what means He overcame his
so long cherished and deadly prejudices, and brought him down to the simplicity and teachableness of a child 1 Did Paul dispute the f1uthority or
compromise the Word of the living God, when he testitied that" whlltsoever
was written aforetime was written for our learning; that we. through lnLtience
and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope " 1 How blessedly wlis
his testimony in accordance with that of the prophet Isaiah, who excll\imed,
"To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this Word,
it is because there is no light in them." Moreover, to what portion of the
sacred Word did the Apostle refer but to the Old Testament, when he said
to his BOIl Timothy, "From a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is in
Christ Jesus" 1
If, as an old man now upon the verge of the grave, and with the prospect
of very speedily being called to render an account. of a lengthened, but most
imperfect stewardship, I may venture a suggestion, it is that the Rev.
J. M. WILSON should seek to "read, mark, learn. and inwardly digest"
the character and operations of l'.HTIJ, as set forth by the Apostle, in the
eleventh of the Hebrews. If I mistake not, should he, as a happy COllse-

185

TILe Gospel Magazine.

]
I

~

quenoe of such study, become thoroughly imbued with the fulness, the power,
the supernatural blessedness of that FAITH through which "we understand
that the worlds were frilmed by the word of God," he will then be better
qualified to address himself to the hea?·ts and consciences of his fellow-men,
instead of to their mere judgment and opinions. At the same time, in so
doing, should he be under the counsel and operations of that almighty Being
of whom we read that "holy men of old spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost," then he will be able to throw some personal and practical
light upon the blessed mystery whereby men of old ,. through faith subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths
of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out
of ,weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in light, turned to flight the
armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again; and
others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a
better resurrection."
With regard to the Scriptures, the words of Jesus ought never to be
forgotten, "I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
Thou hast hid these things from ~he wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes [simple ones]: even so, Father, for so it seemed good in
'l'hy sight." Moreover, the testimony of the Apostle Paul should not be
<Jverlooked, "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned." In the same EfJistle to the Corinthians,
the Apostle states, "My speech and my preaching was not with enticing
words of man's wisdonL, but in demonstnltion of the Spirit and of power;
rthat your faith should not stand in the wisdO?n of men, but in the power of
~~u

"

•

In my personal contact with those who oppose the humbling truths of
Revelation, I have always found a statement of facts far more convincing
than mere theorizing, or appealing to the intellect.
HART was a classical scholar, and, during his unregeneracy, not merely
drank deeply into the spirit of scepticism, but wrote and published in favour
of infidelity. "When, however, it pleased the Most High that he should
pass under the ordeal of which Paul speaks in the ninth chapter of the
Acts, or Hannah, as expressed in her memorable song (1 Sam. ii. 6),
"The Lord killeth, and maketh alive;" or Eliphaz (Job v. 18), "He
maketh sore, and bindeth up: He woundeth, and His hands make whole,"
HART'S thoughts and feelings were so entirely changed that, in connection
with his remarkable and most telling experience, he says" Boast not, ye sons of earth,
N or look with scornful eyes;
Above your highest mirth
My saddest hours I prize:
For, though my cup seems filled with gall,
A something secret sweetens all."
Ah! it is that" something secret," or, in other words, clivine grnce in the
heart, that presents everything in such an entirely different aspect as to
ratify the words of the Apostle, "If any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
The Uible in the head is one thing, the Bible in the heart quite another.
The way that God the Holy Ghost proves the reality, as well as the power
and preciousness of His Word, is by applying it, in His own sovereign and
gracious way, in sweet and blessed appropriateness and adaptation to our
creature wl1nts and finite necessities. I will give an example of what I
mean by stating a simple fact in my own history. In His good providence,
the Lord has been pleased to give me fifteen children, and, in His all-wise
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and inscrutable wisdom, has :reen fit to take to Himself eight out of the
fifteen. When I threw myself upon the lifeless body of the fir st deal' child
with whom I was called to part, I felt as though my very heart must burst
asunder. It was anguish unutterable! Ere yet the precious remains were
consigned to its mother earth, I resorted to the house of God upon the
Sabbath morning. The preacher's text upon the occasion was, "My grace is
sufficient for thee." As I returned towards my home, I thanked God that,
through all the previous years of my little life, I had proved the truth of
His word, in that "His grace had been sllflicient for me "-yea, even
under that trial, the heaviest and the keenest I had ever had.
I then
ventured to ask the Most High that, if it were agreeable to His will, and
if for the comfort of any of His people in after-day, would He be pleased
to satisfy me as to the eternal safety of that dear departed one 1 Instantly,
and without the slightest forethought or premeditation on my part-for the
portion of His holy Word had not been upon my mind for weeks beforethese words were spoken home into my very heart and soul, "Is it well
with thee 1 is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child 1 And
she answered, l'r IS WBI,L!" Oh, the power and the preciousness of that
word, as spoken to my heart and. applied to my inmost soul, upon that event.
ful morning, March 8th, 1840, is utterly beyond all human power to describe!
Suffice it to say that it instantly wrought such a change in my mind that,
instead of murmuring or repining under that bereaving dispensation, I felt
myself to be one of the most privileged of men.
I mentally exclaimed,
., Why didst Thou favour ?ne, Lord 'I Why take my child, instead of that
of some friend or neighbour, to be with Thee for ever 1" I felt that all
the bullion in the Bank elf England, within a few yards of which the words
were spoken, were nothing as a gift when contrasted with the favour the
Lord had bestowed upon me in the selection of my precious child for
Himself! With what different feelings did I now contemplate the mortal
remains of that dear boy! Nor have I, from that day to this-forty.three
years afterwards-been assailed with a single murmur as to the child's removal,
or a doubt in regard to the salvation of those which are called hence in
infancy, or before they are brought to know the actual nature of sin and
transgression.
Here is another example of the power and preciousness of the Word of
God in times of sorrow and suffering, when applied by the Holy Ghost.
The companion of six-and-twenty years of my pilgrimage through this world
lay in dying circumstances. She had, a few days before, been suddenly
seized with apoplexy, whilst seated by my side, the doctor at the moment
being in attendance upon me, who had just been raised from what I had not
a doubt would prove my death-bed.
Returning from the sanctuary, upon
the first Sabbath morning after my partial recovery, and with my dear wife's
life hanging in the balance (she died a few days afterwards), I felt crushed
in spirit beyond expression. It had been with the greatest difHculty I could
remain in the house of God during the service.
On my way home, a tiny
WO?'m happened to be crossing the path over which I was passing. Instantly
the word was brought to my remembrance, "Fear not, tho'Lt wo?'?n Jacob,
. . . for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the
right hand of My righteousness." Oh, the sweetness and the savour of those
words, as applied under the circumstances, were perfectly indescribable.
That little wo?'?n seemed, as it were, a messenger .r?·om heaven! I could not
have crushed it by any means, neither have I trodden upon a worm since,
for the very sight of one always brings to my recollection this precious
interposition of my God, well-nigh sixteen years ago.
Now, I have ventured to introduce these simple facts in order to prove the
use the Most High can make of His own Word, and how, in times of distress,
calamity, or affliction, He enables His people, in unison with His servant

I
\

The Gospel Magaz£lle.

,

187

Job, to exclaim, "Shall we receive good at the hands of God, and shall
we not receive evil '1
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the Lord." Moreover, I must insist upon
it that, where the J-,ord is pleased thus graciously and sovereignly to drop
His Word into the heart, it will defy men and all the powers of darkness
to uproot it. Upon the same principle, it silences all scruples and captiousness, and givcs the partaker in holy ,reverence to say, "Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do right 1 "
Oh, that thc aforenamed narratives might prompt and encourage any poor
fellow-sinner to cease from his cavilling at or about the Bible, and just to
look up and test and try the Divine Author for himself! Be it his to
come-as et sinnm', mal,le I-pleading His own promise, and that in spite
of conscious sinfulness, vileness, and rebellion. that "Thou hast said, 'Come
now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wooL'" Let such an one say, "Thou hast said, 'Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.'" Or, if the reader happens to be in trouble 01' perplexity, may such
an one be encouraged to try my blessed Lord and Master upon any
such grounds, and again ply Him with His own promiso, "Call upon Me
in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, l1nd thou shalt glorify Me;"
"Be careful for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God; and the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus."
Finally, I must add, as a motive for re-issuing this pamphlet at the
present' juncture, that I feel the judgments of the Most High are abroad
in the earth in the most marked and significant way, and that present events
do most solemnly call upon men to take heed to their ways. Let the
reader turn, for example, to the twenty-fourth of Matthew, or the twentyfirst of Luke, and see if the present times do not ratify and confirm the
statements there given. Have we not had, for years past, "wars and
rumours of wars," "nation rising against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom;" "earthquakes in divers places, and famines, and pestilences" '/!
Could anything more significantly depict the present state of things than
"distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;
men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which
are coming upon the earth" 1
Speaking of the fires, the famines, the floods, and the failures (and the
writer might have added the unaccountable diseases which have proved
so fatal to cattle and live stock of various kinds), the distress and disaffection, which mark the present state of things, even a trade journal,
under date February 8th, 1882, thus expresses itself :"Our simple old forefathers believed their Bibles, and believed in God;
and, when they found ' no fruit in the field, no sheep in the fold, and no
herd in the stall,' they were accustomed to have days of humiliation for
their sins, and prayers for prosperity; and, strange to SlLy, 0 Mr. INFIDELIS,
prosperity came, and good seasons returned. We have got far beyond all
those old-fashioned ideas. Evolution has landed us in science, philosophy,
and roason. Hence we modems have altered our manners and customs,
though many are weak enough to think we have not gained thereby.
"A large number of our clergy, with their friends of the upper classes,
are busily engaged in empty ceremonies, or in namby-pamby man-millinery.
Oar middle classes are greedily grasping after larger business transactions,
and live in extravagance; whilst our noble working men are becoming
Bradlaughites, or amusing themselves with street exhibihions, which disgrace
the very name of religion."
[In the pamphlet the Lecture follows.]
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'THE LAST HOURS OF THE LATE REV. ROBERT
WALKER.

TUpan the very day we were issuing the afore-named pamphlet,
:under the title of "vVhat ab0ut the End of these Men~" the annoxed
particulars of the last hours of the Rev. ROBERT WALKER came to
hand. Nothing could be more confirmatory of the views presented in
the previous pages.]

Blessed are the deal.l tchich d'ie in the Lord: . . . . their works do follow
them."-REVELATION xiv. 13.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-In loving and grateful remembrance of the
:late Rev. ROBERT \VALKER, vicar of Wymeswold, Loughborough, I wish
to supplement the little notice which appeared in your Magazine for
February. Though we speak with solemn pleasure of "sudden death
being sudden glory," yet we must remember that, to the deal' survivors,
the loss is (as one of his daughters writes) "perfectly dreadful."
It seems· he had not been well during the past year, and in the summer
a London doctor was consulted, who said that he could not possibly
live a year-probably he might for six months. This was not known
.to his family at the time, and, strange to say, it is just six months
since that opinion was given.
On Thursday morning, J'anuary 11 th, he visited some sick
parishioners, and wished to see more in the afternoon, when Mrs.
WALKEl{, thinking he would tire himself, went instead of him. Some
{)f his family having engaged to spend the night with friends
.at Kegworth, a few miles distant, he went to the door to see
.them off, and appeared as usual. All the evening he and Mrs.
WALKER spent alone, and, at nine o'clock, had prayers with their
.servants. Mr. WALKER read the elfwenth of Matthew, and, at the
,twenty-eighth verse, "Come unto Me," he paused, and, turning to
Mrs. WALKER, with a bright and happy smile, he said, "That beautiful
verse is especially suitable to you and me to-night, my dear." Mrs.
WALKER answered, "It ctlzcays is." He rejoined, "Yes, but specilllly
,to-night." Then he prayed.
As bofore prayers he had complained of a numbness in the left arm
and leg, Mrs. WALKEI{ got him up to bed directly after; and, as he
lay down, he said, "Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God,
,that He may exalt you in due time" (1 Pet. v. 6). After that he
.scarcely spoke, except to inquire the time. At ten minutes to eleven,
the whole of the left side was paralyzed; and, apoplexy coming on,
.he was released with scarcely any suffering, it was said, and so fell
.asleep in J'esus soon after one a.m. on Friday, J'anuary 12th. How
kind it was of the Lord his God to feed his soul, on the previous evening,
with that blessed word, through the ministry of one of His dear
servants! The" wise" will "observe these things," and, understanding
"the loving-kindness of the Lord," will be encouraged to commit
_themselves unto tho caro of their heavenly Father under the most
trying dispensations.
The testimony given by our dear departed friend in 1&62 (to which
.you have referred) is even more suitable to our day than it was
-H
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twenty years ago. It had a large circulation, and one dear friend,
the late Rev. WM. PARKS, of Openshaw, was so delighted with it that
he asked Mr. WALKER'S permission to append it to oue of his published
sermons j in addition to which he afterwards published, "The Two,
Sacraments Scripturally Considered," and "The Doctrines of Grace,.
and the Grace of the Doctrines," which last has been much appreciated.
For many years past we have had the pleasure and the privilege of
circulating his annual" New Year's Address," which was always very
acceptable to myself and others.
Before he received the faith which is of God, and while Second
Wrangler at Oambridge, he writes of himself, "Had I been second
in the universe, I could not have been prouder!" After being.
humbled by divine grace, his testimony from Wymeswold, in 1870,.
was to the writer as follows-" From your remarks on my address,
I perceive you like a minister who is 'poor in spirit,' and in'
this you and I agree. I cannot hear with profit any minister who
seems to stand on a vantage ground above his hearers. I am always
kept so low that I neither can, nor desire to, lord it over anyone.'"
For the honour of God and the encouragement of His people, I must
notice one more testimony to the practical effect of the grace of God
in our departed friend. I was in "great and sore trouble" when wemet for the first time at Wymeswold Vicarage, in February, 1871, and:'
the loving sympathy a~d practical help which he and dear Mrs. WALKER
then gave m~ will ever live in my memory. 'Through" the grace of
our Lord J e~us Ohrist," they were instrumental in helping my faith;
and the word from the Lord, through His servant, on the Sunday, from
Genesis xxii. 14, was afterwards made manifest in a circumstance with
which they were connected.
I pray now that this little grateful reminiscence may be sealed home
to dear Mrs. WALKER'S sorrowing heart, as the fruit of the same love
and grace of God our Father, the sweetnoos of which He only can give
her now, by revealing Himself in a new relationship, as her" Husband,"
as, in Isaiah liv. 5, He has declared Himself. To Him may all yourgracious readers commend her and her six dear children.
The present "New Year's Address," having been reprinted, may
be obtained from H. WILLS, Market Place, Loughborough, pricetwopence.
1J1fanchester, February 19th, 1883.
E. S.
Under the title, "FAITH THE GIFT OF GOD," we last year issued
Mr. WALKER'S own testimony, as published in the Record of October
20th, 1862. Here it is;We rejoice in the re-publication of the annexed letter, at the present
crisis, when the public mind has been so wrought upon by avowed atheists.
It is well that the testimony of the respected Vicar of Wymeswold
(the Rev. R. WALKER) should be duly considered, as to the nature of the
scruples and objections under which he personally so long laboured; that
they were by no means new, but merely brought up afresh by the common
adversary, from the dark and dreary minds, callous hearts, and benumbed·
consciences of old antagonists to the name and fame of Jesus!
Moreover, it will be well for the reader to keep in view, likewise, the
simplicity of the means which the Holy Ghost was pleased to employ for-
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enlightening :the mind, and bringing comfort and satisfaction to the
heart, of the writer of the letter. Astounded at the simplicity of the faith,
the childlike dependence, the supernatural rejoicing of one of the most
{)bscure and humble of his parishioners, the learned Vicar-the Fellow of
his College-the man of Unil'ersity notoriety and esteem-falls before such
influence-such teaching-such proof and example of what divine grace
can effect for i.s recipients, as to fill him with astonishment and admiration.
And, after being by grace divine led into" thc secret of the Lord, which is
with them that fear Him," well may he testify of the sacred pleasul'c he
realized in speaking of "that name which is above every name," in contrast
with the cold, task·likc cluty in which merely, as a professed preacher of
the Gospel, he had prcviously engaged.
Ah! it is pel'sonal cxpC1·ience. as wrought in the souls of His redeemed
and quickened ones by God the Holy Ghost, that enables them to comprehend the otherwise inexplicable mystery of how it is that men can "rejoice
in tribulation," and "glory in infirmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon them." It is this pel'sonal and heartfelt cxperience that gives
practical insight into that otherwise strange and unaccountable "something"
which enables the partaker of it to exclaim, with the bereaved and afflicted
Job, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name
of the Lord." It was the self-same special" something "-in other words,
it was the grace, the mercy, the love of God shed abroad in tbe heart by
the Holy Ghost-that enabled the Apostle Paul to testify, "For whom I
have suffered the loss of all things, and ,do count them but dung, that I may
win Christ, and be found in Him." Yea, it waf; "like precious faith" tbat
prompted" the noble army of martyrs" spoken of in the eleventh chapter of
the Epistle to the Hebrews not to 'tccept deliverance, in order that they
.. might obtain a better resurrection."
Reference has been made, in the annexed letter, to MAURICE :1ud to the
apostate Bishop COLENSO, that man of hapless and most unenviable
notoriety. Well do we recollect that, when out' early companion (the late
Rev. JOHN DOUDNEY LANE) was rector of the adjoining parish to that
{)f which COLENSO was incumbent, in Norfolk, he would come to LANE
with his crotchets and cross.questionings. Upon being remonstrated with,
he would say, "LANE, yon won't investigate-you won't inquire." The
notable reply was, " COLENSO, it is dangerous ground." At that very time,
as we have been assured from the very best authority, Mrs. COLENSO was
;in the habit of copying MAURICE'S sermons (his portrait being placed in a
very prominent part of their house) for her husband to adopt in the
pulpit. What followed, therefore, is easily to be accounted for; but, unless
divine grace and mercy interpose, what will be the ultimate issue in the
fate of all such disputers of the Word and deniers of the "faith once
delivered to the s3-ints"? To live and to die in their hapless condition,
it were better-ten thousand times better-for such men had they never
been born.
Well were it for such to contemplate the vast distinction, in the snmming
up of the earthly career of those who have been content to "become. fQols
fin' Christ's sake," and who, in common with the Apostle ;Pau~, could
declare, "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able
to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day ",; and
those of whom the Lord Jehovah speaks, in the first chapter of the Book
of Provcrbs, who, having "set at nought all His counsel, and would none
of His reproof," says, "I will also la1.1gh at yout' calamity; I will mock
when yonr fear cometh; when your fear cometh as desolation, and your
destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometll
upon you."
'
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.
St: Luke's Vicamge, Be£lmillslcl', March, 1882.
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THE REV. R. WALKER'S LETTER TO THE "RECORD."
SIR,-You well observe in a recent article that the public is becoming
accustomed to the strange vagaries on the Bible which men of learning
and high position in the Ohurch seem so constantly falling into.
I sllould be glad to express, through the medium of your columns,
what appears to me the secret of all this; and I the rather desire to
do so, because I am myself a monument of the delivering power and
mercy of God in this very matter.
It is very cbservable that almost all the men who bHe thus notoriously
erred from the way of the truth are men of some kind of eminence in
natural ability. Of Mr. MAURICE I cannot say I think that, even in
natural thin~s, he excels in distinctness of ideas, or the power of clearly
discerning mce differences. But the errors of such TIlen as HEATH, and
especially Bishop OOLENSO, cannot be attributed to any confusion of mind
as to things which differ. Their eminent honours at Oambridge forbid our
taking that view. Besides, I know, from past experience in the same
~loomy school, that the possession of very considerable natural acumen
does not in the least degree aid a man whose mind is perplexed about
the foundations of Bible truth.
As to the objections urged by the above gentlemen to the generally.
received views of Scripture, and the doctrines which How so immediately
from its simple and spiritual acceptance as the Word of God, they know
as well as we do that thcy are hackneyed, and as old as our fallen
nature; but then that does not remove them. They cannot receive the
simple accounts of Scripture, because they have not divine faith. I
remember when I first began to read the Bible (and I thought I was
sincerely seeking the truth), I was miserable because I could not believe.
I daTed 110t reject any statement I found there, but I could not fully
believe it was true. The Bishop of Natal just expresses what I felt; and
the fact that we took exactly the same University honours (in different
years, of course) makes me sympathize with him peculiarly. My own
history was just this-I had read and studied deeply in mathematics;
had mastered every fresh subject I entered upon with ease and delight;
had become accustomed (as every mathematician must do) to investigate
and discover fundamental differences between things which seem to the
uninitiated onc and the same; had seen my way into physical astronomy
and the higher p:11'ts of Newton's immortal Pdnc'ipia, and been ft'equently
lost in admiration of his genius till St. Mary's clock warned me that
midnight was past three hours ago. I had in fact (as we say) made
myself master of dynamics, and become gradually more and more a
believer in the unlimited capabilities of my own mind! This self-conceited
idea was only flattered and fostered by eminent succeSB in the Senate
House, and by subsequently obtaining a Fellowship at Trinity, and enjoying
very considerable popularity as a mathematical lecturer.
It would have spared me many an hour of misery in after days, had I
l'eally felt what I so often said, namely, that the deeper a man went into
science, tbe humbler he ought to be, and the more cautious in pronoun.
cing an independent opinion on a subject he had not investigated, 01' could
not thoroughly sift. Though all this was true, I had yet to learn that
this humility in spiritual things is never found in a natural man.
I took orders, and began to preach, and then, like the Bishop among
the Zulus, I found out the grand deficit in my theology. I had not the
SpiriL's teaching myself, and how could I, without it, speak" in demonstration of the Spirit and of power" P
In vain did I read CHALMERS, PALEY, BUTLER, GAUSSEN, &c., and determine that, as I had mastered all the other subjects I had grappled with, so I
would the Bible, and that I would make myself a believer. I found a pOOj',
ignoj"ant old wom,an in my lJarish more than a match f01' 11M in divine things.
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I was distressed to find that she was often happy in the evident mercy of
the Lord to her, and that she found prayer answered, and that all this
was proved sincere by her blameless and harmless walk amongst her
neighbours; whilst I, with all my science and investigation, was barren,
unprofitable, and miserable-an unbeliever in heart, and yet not daring to
avow it, partly from the fear of man, but 11wre from a certain inward conviction that all my sceptical difficulties would, be crushed and leaped over by the
experience of the most illiterate Christian.
I was perfectly ashamed to feel in my mind like VOLTAIRE, VOLNEY, or
TOM PAINE. I couid claim no originality for my views; and I found they
were no comfort, but a constant source of misery to me. May we not
compare this kind of state to that which God speaks of in Jeremiah xlix."Thy terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart"?
And observe what follows-" Hear the counsel of the Lord. . . . Surely
the least of the flock shall draw them out."
It may now be asked bow I came ever to view divine truth differently.
I desire to ascribe all praise to Him to whom power belongeth. I desire
to put my own mouth in the dust, and be ashamed, and never open my
mouth any mOl'e, because of my former unhelief. I cannot describe all I
passed through, but I desire, with humility and gratitudl', to say I was
made willing in a day of Christ's power. He sweetly melted down my
proud heart with His love; He shut my mouth for ever from cavilling
at any difficulties in the written Word; a,nd one of the first things in
which the great change appe~red was that, whereas before-time preaching
had been 111isery, now it became my delight to be able to say, without a
host of saeptical or infidel doubts rushing into my mind, " Thus saith the
LOj'd," I am quite cntain no natural man can see the things of God{;
and I am equally certain he cannot make himself do so, "It was the
Lord that exalted Moses and Aaron," said Samuel; and" By the grace of
God I am what I am," said St. Paul; and so, in a modified and humble
sense, I ean truly say.
It used to be a terrible stumbling.block to me to find so many learned
men so many acute men, so man'y scientific men, infidels! It is not soo
now.' I see that God has said, "Not many wise men after the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble;" I see, as plainly as it is possible for me
to see anything, that no natura.l man can 'receive the things of the Spirit of
God. Hence I expect to find men of this stamp of intellect coming out
boldly with their avowals of unbelief in the written Word of God. The
only answer I can give to them is, "God has in mercy taught me better;"
. and never do I sing those beautiful words in the well.known hymn. but
I feel my eyes filling with tears of gratitude to the God of all compassion" J esns sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God."
So it was with me; so it must be with anyone of them, if ever they
are to know the truth in its power, or to receive the love of the truth,
that they may be saved,
I feel very much/or the young of this genemtion, rememb£ring the conflicts
I passed th1'ough in consequence of the errOj'S of men of ability. I hope theLord will graciously impress on many hearts the serious truth of the
words "Not by might, 'nor by power, but by My Spirit;" and "The
wisdo~ of this world is foolishness with God." My own way of explaining
it to myself and others, when required to do so, is by saying, "It is not
the mind but the affections, which receive true religion." " Knowledge
puffeth up" but charity ed~fieth."
. ,
Apologismg for occupymg so much room, I beg to remam. my dear SIr.
A FOUMER FELLOW OF TRINITY OOLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE.
Wymeswold Vicaj'age, Loughborough, Octobe'/' 15th, 1862.
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