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" ALL."
RECOLLECTIONS (WITH ADDITIONS) OF AN ADDRESS AT ST. LUKE'S
CHURCH, BEDMINSTER, AT THE MIDNIGHT MEETrNG, 1884-5.
WHEN speaking to the children, the other Sunday afternoon, I
said there were three things which, as a boy, I disliked""':""'long
texts, long divisions, and long sermons. Thus early did I show
the natural enmity of the human heart to the things of God.
"The carnal mind is enmity against God; it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be." The Bible declares that
we "go astray from the womb, speaking lies." Hence how great
the mercy for such of you as have come here to-night, not from
mere curiosity, but with the desire of those of old who said, " Sirs,
we would see Jesus;" or with him who said, "We will hear what
the Lord will speak, for He will speak peace unto His people,
and to His saints, and let them not return again to folly." Said
the Apostle, " If any man be in Ohrist, he is a new creature; old
things are passed away, and, behold, all things are become new."
What the quickened sinner or new-born soul once hated he now
lODes, and what he before loved he now hates.
But I said to the dear children, I was not going to tax them
with either a long text, long divisions, or a long sermon. The
text consisted of two words, which they might easily remember" JESUS WEPT! "
I am about, however, to submit to you a still shorter text.
Instead of two words, there will be but one, but that one word
contains volumes; and, if the Holy Ghost is pleased to open it, and
to throw His own divine ,light upon it, and infuse His divine
unction and dew and power into it, that one word will be found
rich in counsel, caution, and conifoTt. The word upon which I
purpose to speak is simply one of three letters-a double l l,
ALL.
It will be found some hundreds of, times in the Scriptures, but,
K
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as the Lord may enable, I will offer a few words of comment
where it principally occurs. The first place is in Genesis i. 20,
where God, having said, "Let Us" (mark the Us, as setting forth
the Trinity of Persons in the Godhead) "Let Us make man in Our
own image." He adds, "And let_them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over ALL the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth." N oW,what an act of condescension was thisnot only that the Most High should create man in His own
image, as an intelligent creature, but that He should give him
universal dominion over all else that He had made! And yet man,
through the fall, not only is oppos.ed to His rule and authority,
but would, if he could, hurl Him from His throne, and divest Him
of His very existence'! What an awful consideration is this!
We meet with another proof of J ehovah's amazing condescension
in the next chapter, in that, when He had formed every beast of
the field, and every fowl of the air, "He brought them unto Adam
to see whp_t he would call them, and whatsoever Adam called
every living thing, that was the name thereof. And Adam gave
names to ALL cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast
of the field." What, I ask, could be more condescending than
this?
Equally gracious was that act of the Most High when, after
the flood, He blessed Noah and his sons, and said, "Be fruitful,
and multiply, and replenish the earth. And the fear of you and
the dread of' you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon
every fowl of the air, upon ALL that moveth upon the earth, and
upon ALL the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.
Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as
the green herb have I given you ALL things" (Gen. ix. 1-3).
What would be our condition but for this wonderful control
and dominion over J ehovah's vast creation? and yet, how little of
His goodness and mercy is seen in this, as well as in a thousand
other respects! Oh, how haplessly has man fallen by sin and
transgression! How desperate is the enmity of the human heart.
Mark the ALL in Genesis vi. 12-" And God' looked upon the
earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for ALL flesh had corrupted his
way upon the earth." Or, as we read in Psalms :xiv. and liii.,
"The Jool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are
corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that
doeth good. The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and
se( k God. They are ALL gone aside, they are ALL together become
filthy: ttere is none that doeth good, no, not one" (vel'. 1-3).
Observe the ALL in connection with the "come in" and the
" bring forth;" as presented in the seventh and e~ghth chapters of
Genesis, as bearing upon the going into and the leaving the
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ark, with" the every living thing of ALL flesh." However wicked
men may call in question and even scoff at the idea of a flood, as
having de&troyed all that was upon the earth, in Noah's day,
yet what wonderful mercy and boundless compassion was manifested therein! Not merely the pol,ver of Sehovah, but His divine
presence, was so blessedly displayed in regard to Noah's going in
and his coming out of the ark. And what a gbrious typ~ of Ohrist
was that ark! All within the ark were saved; all outside it lost!
So, in like manner, all that are found in the Ark, Christ, are
eternally secure .. all out of the Ark, Christ, everlastingly lost! Out
of Christ, the Apostle declares J"ehovah to be " a consuming fire! ,.
Look again at the ALL in regard to the Lord's so gracious
kindness and condescentSion, where He declares, "I do set My
bow in the. cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant
between Me and the earth. And it shall come to pas~, when I
bring a cloud over the earth, that the bo w shall be seen in the
cloud: and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me
and you and every living creature of ALL flesh; and the waters
shall no more become a flood to destroy ALL flesh. Aud the bow
shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living
creature of ALL flesh that is upon the earth. And God said unto
Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between Me and ALL flesh that is upon the earth "
(Gen. ix. 13-17).
We have a very cautionary ALL in the thirteenth chapter of
Genesis, when, through the strife between the herdmen of Abram
and the herdmen of Lot's cattle, the one proposed to the other
that they should separate, in order to put an end to thA contention. With a noble unselfishness, Abram exclaimed, "Is not
the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I. pray thee, from.
me: if thou wilt take the left hand, the~ I will go to the right;
or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.
And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld ALL the plain of Jordan, .
that it was well watered everywhere, before the Lord destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the Lord, like the
land of Egypt, as thou eomest unto Zoar. Then Lot chose him
ALL the plain of Jordan: and Lot journeyed east: and they
separated themselves the one from the other" (vel'. 9-11).
Ah! my dear friends, it is a dangerous thing to be l~tt to our
own choice. It is, at the same time, a blessed thing to be able to
leave ourselves in the Lord's hands, for Him to choose and for
Him to lead. "It is not in man that walketh to direct his
steps." "The heart of man may devise the way, but the Lord alone
What a hapless choice was
can [rightly] direct his steps."
that of Lot! Beware, beware, I pray you, of pleasing prospects.
Mark the counsel, "Trust in the Lord with ALL thine heart; and
le
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lean not unto thine own understanding. In ALL thy ways
acknowledge Him, and ITe shall direct thy paths" (Prov. iii. 5, 6).
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness," sll.id
Jesus, "and ALL these things shall be addecl unto you."
Goel
jirot, the creature aftertmrcls! How far, far more satisfactory was
the choice of Abram, who was willing to leave himself in the
Lord's hands, than that of Lot!
That was a wonderful promise which the Lord made to J acob,
and made, too, at a time when he had been acting in a very
deceitful and unbecoming way, so that the said promise was by
no means made to the patriarch on the ground of any worthiness
or merit on his part. It was of the Lord J ehovah's wonderful
grace and mercy, as, indeed, ALL His dealings are. "Behold, I
am with thee," said He to J acob. "and will keep thee in ALL
places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this
land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I
have spoken to thee of."
How rash, however, was .Jacob's conclusion, when, upon the
return of his sons from seeking to bLly corn in the time of famine,
he exclaimed, "Me have ye bereaved of my children: J oseph is
. not, and Simeon is not, and ye wiU take Benjamin away: ALL
these things are agaillst me" (Gen. xlii. 36). BLlt was such the
case? Ah! no"Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trnst Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."

. How changed was the tone of the patriarch when he heard that
his long-lost son was yet alive, and that he was "governor over
ALL the land of Egypt"!
How different his testimony, too, when,
in blessing the sons of J oseph. he said, "God, before whom my
fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me A..LL
my life long, unto this day,' the Angel which redeemed me from
ALL evil, bless the lads" !
What a scene was that in Egypt, when, upon the eve of the
departure of the Israelites, the Lord destroyed the first-born, as
we read, "And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and A..LL his
servants, and ALL the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in
Egypt ~ for there was not a house where there was not one dead"
(Exod. xii. 30). How striking, too, the distinction between the
Egyptii:tns and Israel, in regard to the pillar of cloud-Cl It came
between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and
it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night
to these: so that the one came not near the other ALL the night"
(Exod. xiv. 20) .
.How mistaken were the people of Israel when, in regard to
the commll.ndments contained in the law, they said, ., ALL that

-,
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the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient "! Ah! my hearers,
how little do we know of' the human heart-its helplessness, as
well as its sinfulness-until the Holy Ghost, little by little,
shows us what we are!
There is a passage in Leviticus, my dear friends, to which I
wish very specially to call your attention, because it is so important,
and presents such a striking type of the great Antitype that,
in the fulness of time, was to be answerable for sin and transgression.
You will find it in Leviticus xvi. ~1, 22-" And Aaron shall lay
both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over
him ALL the iniquities of the children of Israel, and ALL their
transgressions iu ALL their sins, putting- them upon the head of
the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into
the wilderness: and the goat shall bear upon him ALL their
iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go the goat
in the wildemess." Oh, how full of comfort is this precious truth
to a poor sinner when, by faith, he sees the wondrous tra.nsfer of
sin and transgressioll from himself to Christ, "the Lamb slain
trom the foundation of the world "-He who" His own Self bare
our ins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righleousllessj by whose stripes [we] were healed"
(1. Peter ii. 24). Be assured, there is no security nor satisfaction
npon any other ground. It is Christ, and Christ alone, "who of
God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification.
and redemption ,) (1 Cor. i. 30). Ye<t," Ohrist is ALL and in ALL"
(001. iii. 11).
How marked was the testimony of Moses, when, reviewing the
path by which Israel had been led, he said (Dent. viii. 2)-" And
thou sbalt remember ALL the way which the Lord thy God led
thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to
prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou
wouldest keep His commandments, or llO." How little did Israel
either foresee or know what would be their distrust, ingratitude,
and rebellion, as shown in the wilderness; and how strictly does
this apply to ourselves, dear hearers! What Israel was, such are
we-so ready to repine and to call in question the goodness and
the loving-kindness and mercy of the self-same patient, forbearing,
and long-suffering God!
What a wondrous scene must that have been to Moses when, at
the command of God, he wa<l to ascend the mount Abarim, and
die, as Aaron his brother had died in mount Hor! We read
(Deut. xxxiv. 1), "And Moses went up from the plains of Moab
unto the mountain of N ebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over
against Jericho. And the Lord showed him ALL the land. of Gilead,
unto Dan." We can well understand the previous anxiety of
Moses to be permitted to "go over and see the good land beyond
Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon" (Deut. iii. 25). III
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the absence, however, of that indulgence, how great must have
been the privilege, and how abundantly satisfactory, when, from
the top of Pisgah, Moses was permitted to view the goodly land,
in the length and breadth thereof! What a precious setting forth
of the believer's review of wilderness scenes, and his foreview of
that better and brighter land of which Oanaan was but an imperfect
type! Oh, how the heart must glow with thankfulness and gratitude
(the Lord's ministering servants, especially) whilst they look back, as
Joshua under similar circumstances did, when he exclaimed, "And,
behold, this day I am going the way of ALL t.he earth: and ye know
in ALL your hearts and in ALL your souls, that not one thing hath'
failed of ALL the good things which the Lord your God spake concerning you; ALL are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath
failed thereof" (Jash. xxiii. 14). Mark the ALL here. And it shall
prove to be a blessed and undeniable verity in the rich experience of
ALL the Israel of God. He will be true to His word. He will fulfil
His promise. He will prove Himself to be the Lord God Almighty.
"His purposes shall stand, and He tl'ill do all His pleasure." He
m)e1' has and ever will put it out of the power of men or devils to
prove He has failed in the fulfilment of His word. Whatever may
be the trials all temptations, the sufferings or sorrows, of the
Lord's people during their journey through the wilderness towards
their eternal home, never was there an in tance, nor will there
ever be, of a failure of the wisdom or the s rength, the comfort
01' the courage, that their several and varied conditions f!.nd circumstances may need. Inscribed in legible characters upon the
banner of' Immanuel is, "God is fa.ithful, who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye ale able, bu will with the
temptation also make a way for your escape, that ye may be able
to bear it."
Oh, it is among the richest consolations of a child of God, and
more especially of the ministering servants of so great and glorions
a Master, to be able to testify that He has in every age, and will'
to the last moment of the time-state, prove Himself to be the
faithful, the gracious, the all-sufficient Lord God Omnipotent!
" This God is the God they adore;
Their faithful, unchangeable Friend;
Whose love is as great as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end."

Yea, and we may well add" 'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit must guide us safe home;
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And tntSt Him for all that's to come."
(To be continued.)

St. Luke's, Bedminster, Janum'y 22nd, 1885.

THE EDITOR.
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GOD HIS OWN INTERPRETER.
"And Joseph said 1bnto them, Do not inte1'pretations belong to. (lod? "GENESIS xl. 8..
ANYTHING in connection with the history of Jacob ~nd .loseph must
be of touching and thrilling interest to the children of God; and no
careful and Spirit-taught reader of the Bible can fail to see that the
whole history of Joseph is the history of Christ in a figure. Behold
him-the beloved of the father, and the bearer of the truth to him;
hated by his brethren; put into a pit, wherein was no water; sold
for thirty pieces of silver; tried, yet obedient; tempted, yet victorious;
under condemnation with two malefactors, yet becoming exalted; before
him every knee bowing; his brethren driven to him, and he becoming
the source of supply and sustenance to his family. He knew his
brethren before they knew him, and wept in his love for them. He
gave them corn "without money and without price." He 'put his
bretnren to the test, which brought about self-conviction and contrition
of heart. He revealed himself to his brethren, declared himself to be
their forerunner, desired tllat they might. live near him, manifested a
tender regard to the little ones, became the preserver of the lives of
his kindred, and desired that his father and brethren should see his
glory. These, and many other features in the character and career
of Joseph, stamp him, to our mind, as the most lovely type we have
of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Scriptures of truth-a very sweet
and profitable subject to enlarge upon, but the point in our thoughts
at the present time is this-how wonderfully, in all the difficulties and
trials of both the aged J acob and his beloved son J oseph, God was
His own Interpreter! He ordained this and permitted tl}.e other, but,
in due time, brought out the mercy and sovereignty of His actions,
causing the recipients to stand amazed, and bringing glory to His great
name. For instance, in those early dreams which J oseph experienced,
they were undoubtedly of the Lord. "Hear, I pray you," said Joseph
to his brethren, "what I have dreamed. Behold, we were binding
sheaves in the field, and my sheaf arose and stood upright; and, behold,
your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf."
Years after, God unfolded this dream, and it became a literal truth~
" And J oseph was the governor over the land, and he it was that sold
the corn to all the people of the bnd: and J oseph's brethren came,
and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth."
The same with his other dream, which he told to his father-" Behold,
the snn and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me,"
which seemed greatly to offend the a.ged Patriarch, who said, "Shall
I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves
to thee to the earth 1" Yet see how this, too, was literally fulfilled
years after, when J oseph became the source of sustenance to his godly
parents in the land of Egypt.
And then, with regard to Jacob, how the Lord cleared up, in his
experience, circumstances of a most trying and apparently contrary
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description! The loss of his beloved J oseph-his living on under the
depressing thought that his loved one had been torn to pieces by wild
beasts-and then holV his distress increased when there was a famine
"over all the face of the earth." This seemed to be "deep calling
unto deep" in his experience, and yet that very extremity was God's
opportnnity, for Jacob said to his sons, "Why do ye look one upon
-another 1 Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt; get you
down thither, and buy for us from thence, that we may live, and not
die." But this was sooner said than done. Still further was he to be
put to the test; and holV wonderfully the Lord worked, and how the
dawning of the interpretation of His dealings must have shone upon
him, "when he saw the waggons which J oseph had sent to carry him" !
Then "the spirit of ,Tacob their father revived: and Israel said, It is
enough; J oseph my son is yet alive; I will go and see him before I
die." God did become His own Interpreter. He did clear up the long
and continuous dealings with His servants. Tortuous and intricate they
did indeed seem, yet all working for their mutual good.
And there is one point exceedingly preciuus to my own soul. It is,
the assertion of J oseph, in naming his second-born" Ephraim "-" The
name of the second called he Ephraim: for God hath caused me
He had indeed. There
to be fruitful in the land of my affliction."
did not seem much promise of it whetL he was placed in a pit, wherein
was no water; nor when he was sold as a slave to the Ishmaelites;
and less still, when he was thrust into prison, charged with a crime
he never committed, and which was repugnant to his spirit;· and yet
it came to pass. He did become fruitfUl, spiritually and temporally,
in the land of his affliction.
Ah ! how completely can the Christian, in review of the way, adopt
J oseph's language-" God hath made me fruitful in the land of my
affliction! He has blesseCl me with spiritual and providential blessings ;
but ah! it has been in the land of my ajjlidum,. and He only knows
what I should have been, and where I should have been, but for that
blessing-but for divine keeping. My poor heart has many a \'ime
been faint, and my spirit downcast; bu\' He has upheld; He has
brought me through. And, if there has been in any little way fruitfulness
-although, alas! ba1'1-enness is a word which describes my experience
much more-yet, if from the Root, my precious Jesus, I have drawn
any sap which hath caused me to bring forth fruit unto God, it has
been His own work." "God hath made me fruitful," said Joseph, and
so say we. .Oh, I do love to trace all to divine sovereignty and power,
because I know such a work will stand! Grace began it, and grace
will finish it, and bring to glory.
And then, the point we would come to is this-that, while my pathway in the land of my affliction has been hedged up, and thick with
apparent cross-purposes and crooked contradictions-thick with mysterious
providences, and sometimes, it would seem, with hard dealings-yet
God is. His own Interpreter, and will bring me, as He has many a
time caused me, to feel His way has, been the right way. No other
would have done; and it brought me to glorify His name.
And it is this thought we would enlarge upon, namely, that, in all
God bas done, and in all His workings, however mysterious, He is His
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own Interpreter, and will make it plain that wisdom, mercy, goodness,
and love towards His people has been the basis of all His actions; and
He will teach His children that what is a riddle to the world is right.
Take, for example, that which will ever puzzle carnal reason-Christ
dying a Sacrifice for sin-an innocent Victim suffering for the guilty.
It is a matter the world can in no wise comprehend, but God is His
own Interpreter of the grand and .ql01·ious plan of salvation. It is very
precious to think of the covenant of grace as the child of God's passport
to heaven; and nothing is more calculated to call forth gratitude of
heart than the a.ssurance that J ehovah, in the Trinity of Persons, has
engaged in an unalterable covenant to pardon and save, making provision
for all his necessities on his way to glory.
But there is another view of the covenant e:J.ually important, but
not so often dwelt upon, namely, the satisfaction thereby given in its
working to the attributes of God.
" Mercy and truth are met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other." Mark that-" met
together." Where 1 In the glorious Person of Christ, the Author and
Finisher of our salvation. The essential justice of God cannot admit
of pardon and justification of a sinner without a satisfaction. Christ
He stood
is that satisfaction. He died, "the Just for the unj ust."
in the sinner's stead. He brought in both satisfaction and salvation.
"Met together." Yes; there is another marvellous and merciful
meeting together that has heen brought about by the doing and dying
of Ohrist, namely, God the Father, God the Spirit, Saviour, and
sinner have "met together."
I have been struck with those words, which really were the utterance of a murmur on the part of the scribes and Pharisees-" Thi~
Man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them." The truth is sometimes uttered unwittingly by our enemies. But what, indeed, should
we do, if He did not "receive sinners, and eat with them" ~ As
Peter said, "Lord, to whom can we go but unto Thee ~ Thou hast
the words of eternal life."
And what, indeed, ·do the despisers of
Jesus give us in His place 1 What do the rejecters of the Bible give
us in its stead ~ Nothing! And, blessed be God, we want nothing,
and there is nothing. Sinner and Saviour, when "met together" in
the embrace of everJasting love, "have all things and abound."
Ah! beloved, God is His own Interpreter of these precious. truths;
nor shall we ever understand and realize them without the power and
teaching and leading of the Holy Spirit.
But, again, we have spoken of the covenant of grace, the charter of
-our salvation. God is His own Intmprete1' of the means He takes to
make that salvatilYn ours. All His children .shall be brought, one by
one, from their sin-lurking place, under the bondage of Satan, into the
glorious liberty of Christ. Satan cannot hold them a moment longer
than the appointed time; and the Lord will" with Kingly power,
bring them out of an ungodly world, and set their feet in paths of
righteousness, and their faces Zionward. They may be fettered and
bound as with the strength of iron in the trammels of unregeneracy,
but, when the command comes, "Lazarus, come forth!" the dead
must arise from the death in sin to the resurrection of a new life
in Christ Jesus, and experience the amazing transition of "the first

)
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resurrection." "Old things have passed away, and all thing8 have
become new"-new hopes, new desires, new life-a God-wrought
change indeed!
And then, how very signal were the steps that brought us to the
foot of the cross! At the time, we knew not what God was doing
for us. We knew not the why and the wherefore of His leadingsindeed, we knew not that what we were passing through was His
leading at all-and yet., when He revealed Himself as our Saviour,
spoke peace unto our souls, and said unto us, "I am thy salvation,"
oh, how matters were cleared up! How we traced the graciousness
of His dealings, and saw what trouble He had taken with His wayward Ephraim! His divine choice and love was the basis of His
action; and how anyone can attribute their knowlQdge of divine
things to anything else than His divine choice and love we cannot
understand. Indeed, we are inclined to call in question their pro"Go thy way; he is a chosen
fessed knowledge of divine things.
vessel unto Me," not merely rings through our ears, but melts our
heart, as we see, in such sovereignty, all we know of divine truth
and His everlasting salvation.
The three parables which our dear Lord uttered, and met thereby
the murmuring of the scribes and Pharisees, who said, "This Man
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them," as already referred to, how
completely they set forth, to my mind, the work of grace, in bringing
the chosen vessel of the Lord out of the bondage of sin and Satan to
the glorious liberty of the Gospel of Christ. When I read of that
lost sheep, found by the Good Shepherd, laid upon His Rhoulders, and
brought rejoicingly into the fold, I am compelled, with heartfelt gratitude, to cry, "That's me! That's me!" I was held fast in the thicket
of Satan's grasp-in this "waste, howling wilderness "-but my
Shepherd-King sought me out, and found me; and, throwing the
poor, silly, helpless sheep over the shoulders of His almighty strength,
bore me rejoicingly into His fold. I was as ha lost piece of silver,
bearing the image of my Maker, but defaced and soiled under the
rubbish of the fall; but the Holy Spirit swep th~ house, and found
me, and, calling the friends of Jesus together, bade them rejoice with
Him that He had found the piece which He had lost. I was that
prodigal son that wanted to have his fill of this world's pleasure, and
live a life far off from God. But the Father's eye was upon me,
even in that state of poverty, degradation, and starvation, which must
ever be the result of dwelling in Satan's land; "and no man gave
unto me." But God' the Spirit began to work, and" repentance towards
God" and a felt unworthiness marked the genuineness of that work.
And how hallowed the reception! Does it not accord' spiritually,
beloved, with our personal realization of divine calling 7 When he
was a great way oft, the Father ran to him, had compassion upon him,
fell upon his neck, kissed him, ordered the be~t robe of Christ's
imputed righteousness to be put upon him, and a ring, the token of
eternal salvation, put upon his finger, and shoes, the preparation of
the Gospel, put upon his feet; and, having the fatted calf of Gospel
provision killed for him, rejoicingly proclaimed, "This My son was
dead, and is alive a.gain; he was lust, and -is found!"
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Ah! well do I know that such parables are taught the young as
interesting, and perhaps amusing, narratives; but the Spirit-taught
child of God will see in them the very depths of sovereign grace and
mercy, and the work of the Eternal Three in his everlasting salvation.
Here, then, is the point we are so frequently contending for, namely,
that our God is omnipotent to save-that He is not that poor, weak
Being that some make Him out to be, who cannot work unless you
will let Him. Away with such a carnal, God-dethroning notion, which
sets the creature above the Creator! We will proclaim Him "King of
kings and Lord of lords" as long as He gives us breath.
Creature
in the dust; Creator on His throne.
We have heard God described as a baffled God. Oh, never will I
entertain su.;h a thought for a moment! It cannot be! With profound
reverence for Him, we must, SIlY, a baffled God would not be a God
at all.
But it may be said, "Is it not written, in the parable of the vineyard, that He looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought
forth wild grapes?" It is; but He is here speaking of the transgression of the Jews, and of their destruction; meaning that, surrounded
by privileges and blessings nationally, the fruit of gratitude at least
might have been expected. But, alas! for the frailty of carnal man,
such can only bring forth evil fruit.
And then, again, it might be inquired, "Did not Christ say, concerning the barren fig. tree, 'Behold, these three years I came seeking
fruit, and found none'? 'Vas He not baffled in His expectation?"
Certainly not! He alluded evidently to the nature of the tree, which,
if fruitful, bears in three years; and then, applying the circumstance
as He was wont to the matter He was dealing with, namely, professors
of religion, He said, "Cut it duwn; why cumbereth it the ground?"
Never did He say, "Cut it down!" where there was life divine.
This would be destroying the life He had Himself given.
No, beloved; our God is not a baffled God. He will do " as seemeth
Him good in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth," and none can resist His will.
Well, then, we have seen the means which God takes to bring His.
own unto Himself-the unravelling of His purpose of grace and mercy
in divine calling-and how, in this and all His dealings, He is His
own Interpreter. Just a step further.
His way of teaching and communicating the further display of His
goodness and mercy is by the Word. Hence, God is His own Interpreter of the Bible. True, it is an open Bible, and we rejoice in it as
such; but the world knows not nor understands its hidden meaning.
Professors of religion may skim its surface, and dally with its histories
and narratives; but there is in it "a path which no fowl. knoweth,
and which the vulture's eye hath not seen." God the Holy Spirit can
alone unseal its hidden truths, which "make wise unto salvation."
Oh, how 1 wish we heard more of the work and Personality of
the Spirit than we do! The truths of the Gospel cannot really enter
the heart unless revealed by the Holy Spirit..
And then the Bible is our Father's message to His children, scattered
abroad in this wide world, but known unto Him. How very precious
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it is to receive kind messages from kind1'ed spirits! How they cheer
one amidst depressing circumstances! What a help up the hill of life
they become! What a lift by the way! But, precious as such are,
how far are they surpassed by the kind messages our God sends
through His Word to His weary children-such, for instance, as this
- " Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel j I will help
thee, saith the Lord and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel."
Indeed, that blessed prophecy of Isaiah is laden with the grapes of
Eshcol-luscious and refreshing promises. Oh, the Bible is full of kind
messages and gracious promises from heaven! How such tell us of
the interest and love that is there for we poor, earth-bound, tried
ones down here! God knows our struO'crl'ls; but, in their midst, He
sends His own cheer from the throne 01'' ' grace. Ah! the Bible is a
Book of stores. "Go to J oseph "-yea, to our spiritual J oseph. He
has corn for every time of famine, and the wine of the Gospel for
every time of fainting.
Go to Jesus. In Him is all fulness.
Not a
spiritual want can arise but what in Him is abundant satisfaction.
• Note the truthful words of that dear mall of God, the late Dean
LAW, in his preface to c'Meditations on the Epistle to the Ephesians"
-" Spiritual instruction should be sought; a portion of the life-giving
Word should be read daily with simplicity and reverence. The Bi ble
should have its due place. Here is a Book suited for every age and
every station. No period can say that there is no further room for
instruction. The aged have not advanced beyond its sacred teaching.
The youngest should be, like Timothy, early instructed in the truths
which are able to C make wise unto salvation.' The rich may gather
treasures of knowledge surpassing all earthly pelf. The poor may
receive wisdom which may enrich them to etemal life. The highest
genius may find revelations which no intellect of man could have
devised.
The simplest may learn the story of redeeming love.
Ignorance of Scripture is the malady and misery of the age. It is
alike its peril.and its shame. The man who is a walking Bible is a
grand power. Thus there is no household which needs no Bible
teaching."
Still, however desirable the knowledge of the truths of the Bible may
be, we want those truths sealed hon'le by the power of the Holy
Spirit. We want a saving knowledge and a spiritual realization which
shall bring peace and comfort to our souls. We want the Spirit to
interpret the secrets of the Word-such secrets as shall endear Cbris
more and more to us.
Further, God is His own Interpreter of the all-wise discipline by the uay.
"He hath made me fruitful "-ah ! even" in the lan(l of my affliction."
And there are few indeed, if any, of God's people who have not founel
this earth to be to them" the land of their affliction." If we go from
home to home, how every inmate, of any advancement in divine things
has his or her tale to tell of eventful circumstances, fraught with sorrow
and woe! And yet I venture to affirm that it has been under such trial
that they have experienced more of the gift and graces of the B oly
Spirit, and have become fruitful in Christ, for let us ever recollect the
truth of His words, c. In Me is thy fruit found;" so that, if it has been
"the land of my affliction," there has also been the lading of God's
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blessings. Under the weight and care, again and again my feet would
have slipped, but Thy mercy, 0 Lord, helped me up.
Then there is another view of the discipline we might take, all so
wisely and lovingly ordered and arranged. If our nests were well lined
with soft moss, and all was fraught with earthly comfort, we should
not care to wing our way to heavenly joys; but He puts a thorn in
the nest to stir us out of it, and bring health to our souls. If all our
affairs were easy and prosperous, our carnal natures would soon engender
pride and vain glory; but He gives the cross and the loss that we may
"set our affections upon things above, and not on things upon earth."
If all was calm, and we at anchor, soon" Satan would find some mischief still
For idle hands to do."
But God sends the storm and the crested waves of adversity, that we
may speed onwards to the haven of rest, and become driven closer
home to Himself.
Yes, beloved, experience .brings us to see that our knock-down blows in
lije have done us no harm; and though, at the time, our rebellious
spirits rose in wrath against God's discipline, He is His own Interpreter,
and proves to us that all He does is in love, and for our good.
God is H'is own Inte1pretel' of His providential dealings with His
children. He will 'clear all contrary things up, and make all plain.
vVatch a course that is of man's devising. Plans are laid for earthly
happiness. All seems promising; yet how different things turn out!
How something occurs, not in the least expected, that upsets all! But
in God's work and ways there is no confusion. All is ordered, and well
ordered, for our eternal good. True, at the time, we do not think so,
and cannot understand the why and the wherefore; but wait and watch.
God will interpret the leadings of the past, and plainly show us that
the Judge of all the earth has done right and well. The next seven
years will always clear up the past seven years.""
And then, lastly, God is His own Interpreter of the glories of heaven.
We know little of them down here. Mark that expression, "Kept in
staTe." Yes, our God has greater things yet for us kept in store in
the kingdom of grace, but methinks even these will be surpassed by
what He has for us kept in store in the kingdom of glory. We cannot
grasp those things now, and even the stretch of the liveliest faith
fails to realize them. It always seems to me merciful that God has
used the most precious emblems to shadow forth the glories of the
heavenly state, knowing that beyond such emblems we cannot go, in
our finite condition. All these emblems, to our mind, have a spiritual
signification. True, many take all sueh literally, and are thereby led to
foster absurdities. For instance, we knew of a professional man who
considered all first-class players on an instrument here would form the
choir of heaven yonder, and the singers here would be the singers
there. HolY beside the mark! vVe have also heard that some members
of the Salvation Army foolishly think that their trumpets will sound in
the new kingdom. Thank God, no such noise and jargon will enter
heaven. All will be peace and harmony there.
• Reader, how true this! Then the Lord give us grace to wait and watch.--En.
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To our mind, Christ ushered in a spiritual kingdom of grace, to have
its fruition in a spiritual kingdom of glory, and all the Apocalyptic
symbols are symbols of spiritual truths. For instance, we read of lampstands-that is, Churches, whose l~ght should he set up. ,Again, sto.1"Sthat is, angels or'ministers of the Churches, if true, deriving their
entire light from the Sun of Righteousness. Torches-spirits of God,
lighting up the dark places of the earth. Odours-the prayers of he
saints, perfumed by the blood of Christ, and offered by Him as High
Priest for ever. Fine linen-the righteousness of Christ imparted to
His own, in which they stand "accepted in the Beloved." "Bring
forth the best robe, and put it, on him," &c. B1'icle of Ch1'ist-the
city of God-all true members of the mystical body of Christ. JVate1"Srepresenting peoples among which the Gospel should spread; and
]JTecious stones, EUch as jasper, sapphire, &c., setting forth the perfections and beauty which are found in Christ and His glorious kingdom
above.
We only put these few symbols down by way of illustration of what
we mean. God is His own Interpreter, and will, at the appointed time,
cause to burst upon us a spiritual and not an earthly heaven. Then
will all the figures and types have their fulfilment in a glorious
revelation.
Well now, beloved, have we, according to our New Year's desire,
been led to "note things according to the Scriptures of truth," and the
leading of the Spirit ~ If so, may He give you faith to grasp them,
and draw from them the comfort they are calculated to .afford. God
will clear up all the intricacies His people are the s:ubjects of in life's
pilgrimage. We have seen how peculiarly this was the case with the
Patriarch Jacob and his beloved Joseph-how things so apparently
contradictory and conflicting were cleared up, bringing Jacob, at the end
of his life, to acknowledge how God had blessed him, and J oseph to tell
his brethren that, while they thought evil against him, God meant it all
unto good. And so is it with all His people. Jacob's God is our God.
He is His own Interpreter of all the cross-purposes and crooked contradictions we have to encounter. Then, enlarging upon this fact, we
have traced how He is His own Interpreter of the glori(}Us plan of
sa~vation, which man, with his carnal reason, cannot understand, but
which the Lord's Spirit-taught people rejoice in as 'll"onderful and
perfect, full of grace and mercy-a plan whereby tbe attribu es of
Jehovah are cleared up, and the sinner saved in a -overeign and omnipotent manner-while equally is God His own In erpreter of the way
and means He takes to bring us to the feet of Jesus; nor will He ever
be the baffled God some men dare to make Him out, but Will do
accorCiing to the purposes of His grace and love. Then we have seen
bow the same God is the Interpreter of the Bible, the teaching of which,
by His Spirit, makes wise unto salvation, and magnifies His great name.
Then, further, we have seen how He is His own Interpreter of tb
all-wise discipline we are the subjects of by the way, all ordered, and
well ordered, for our eternal good. Equally so does He clear up all
His providential dealings with His cared-for and favoured children.
And, lastly, difficult as it is now to understand the glory of the heavenl.y
k!ngdom, He will clear up all symbols now given us which set it for h.
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"And J oseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God ~ "
Verily they do.
Oh, that we, dear reader, in the future steps of life, may feel satisfied
that the Lord will, in due time, clear 'up every difficulty j and may we
learn more deeply and trustfully the truth contained in that familiar
and precious couplet" Blind unbelief is sure to err,
.And scan His work in vain;
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

G. C.

BU1·tOn-on-Tnnt.
"BLESS THE LORD, 0 MY SOUL."
. (PSALM

ciii. 1.)

THY hand alone can tune the heart
That yields the note of praise;
So now, 0 Lord, attune my heart
To bless Thee for Thy ways.

I bless Thee for my day's support,
Or scant or full my share;
When tasting of Thy wondrous love,
Each crumb is dainty fare.

Unworthy of the least of gifts
Thy bounteous hand bestows,
I bless Thee for e"ch kind supply
My daily needing knows.

And little matters what the garb,
If Thy hand gives the dressCompared to which all else is meanChrist's robe of righteousness!

No ground of claim have I for good,
" Born of a rebel race,"
I tharik Thee with unfeigned heart
For message of Thy grace.

But for the gift of Christ Thy Son,
I have not words to speak;
Down in the depths of heart and life
My luve's true thanks, Lord, seek.

For common gifts of light and air,
The sunshine of clear sky;.
For fragrant, floral beauties spread
To charm and cheer the eye.

Let lip and life be Spirit-taught
To lisp some note of praise,
Begun on earth, but sounding on
Till blended with heaven's lays.

Yes, even for wild blasts that sweep
The field or garden bare,
And plough the bosom of the deep
'Vith their resistless share.

'Tis with a timid, fluttering wing
I try to soar aloft;
The utterance of my quivering note
Is very low and soft.

They have their ta.sk of good to do,
Mysterious though it seem,
And work to their appointed end,
Sure as the sunny beam.

But Thou, 0 Lord, so precious art,
I fain would singing be ;
Lord Jesus, let the harmony
Complete itself in Thee!
E. L.-T.

CHRIST'S cross IS the sweetest burden that I ever bore. It· is such
a burden as wings are to . a bird, or sails to a ship, to carry me
forward to my harbour.-Ruthe1ford.
THERE are three main parts of our salvation-first, a true knowledge
of our misery j and secondly, the knowledge of our deliverance; and
then, to live a life answerable. The Holy Ghost can only work these.
He only convinceth of sin j and, where He truly convinceth of sin,
there also of righteousness, and then of judgments.-Sibbes.

._ - - - - - - - - -
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"WHAT IS TRUTH ~ "
THE presumed replies to this important question have, perhaps, never
been so multiplied as in the present day. Every sect claims the
prerogat,ive of sole exponent, feud and schism, perplexity of implemindedness, and, in many instances, scepticism, following in the wake.
How singularly wide is the divergence from the simple, yet beautiful, hint in the Acts, "The disciples were called Christians first at
Antioch "j for is not the nineteenth century rife with not only "gods
and lords many," but with theories and "isms " many ~
To revert to a few.
We have Materialism, Rationalism, Congregationalism, Calvinism, Arminianism, Presbyterianism, Unitarianism,.
Ritualism (or Romanism), and-" tell it not in Gath, publish it not
in the streets of Askelon "-even Perfectionism! Where 7 ah! where ~
We find it difficult to answer that question, unless we point to Deity
Himself. We lay emphasis upon this "ism," because we regard it as
a monstrously unscriptural blunder, perpetrated by professed Christians.
In this sense, "truth is [indeed] fallen in the street, and equity
cannot enter."
Alas! for tue delusion which can affect to breathe in the atmosphere
of God's own Word, presuming to ignore the experience of patriarchs,
prophets, and apostles, and add to the individual glimmer of light
., sparks of one's own kindling." Alas! too, that one should need to
have inscribed with the divine pen that "all our righteousnesses are
as filthy rags."
Whither, oh, whither does not even· spiritual pride
drive us, when ignorance and error blink the steeds 7 Let humility
lead us by her silken cords to the feet of Jesus, and He will teach us
the almost-forgotten lesson, "The whole need not the physician, but
they that are sick j " and also iterate the principle suggested in the
parable of the publican and sinner, helping us to perceive he emphasis
of His own assertion: "I tell you this man went down to his house
justified rather than the other." Surely, if taught our natural depravity
by the "Spirit of truth," we shall be out of concei of supposed perfection, and realize the fact, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh,"
and will continue to be so until the divine fiat shall command a "new
creation."
Allow us now to attempt a simple vindication of the truth-not truth
in the abstract j that we leave to more cultured intellect and rhetorical
capacity.
Our present wish is, to trace some of the features which
emanate from, and lead to, the cross, and who e only infallible Teacher
is the Holy Spirit-that truth which unites the human with the
divine, results in the salvation of the soul, and meetens for a glorious
immortality.
It has been said that the transposition of Pilate's question to
Christ, "What is truth 7" forms the answer in the Latin Vulgate, "I
is the Man before thee."
We are prepared, however, to res our
eternal destinies upon that "Truth, and Way, and Life," no withstanding certain "scholars" of our day dare to snatch the righ ful
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crown from His brow. They will accord. Him the appellation of a
"good Man "-a perfect example-a Guide that may be safely followedand so on j but they rob Him of His brightest glory as the Saviour,
the Redeemer, the Sacrifice for sin. Oh, under whose shadow will such
find shelter from the ire of offended Majesty by-and-bye·1 Beneath
what spotless robe will they hide their moral and spiritual deformity,
when God shall bring every hidden thing of darkness to the judgment
light 1 What will their helplessness be, when mercy takes wing, and
the Holy Spirit is for ever quenched 1
Dear reader, let us press upon you the fact that, unless you and we
are partakers of the divine nature, through faith in Jesus, we shall be
"found wanting" by-and·bye when weighed in the balances. But, if we
are building upon Ohrist as the Foundation of all our -hope and trust,
we may rejoice that the Spirit has so "taken of the things of Jesus,
and shown them to us," that we cannot afford to spare one of His
divinely lovely attributes, but that we glory in yielding all oUT allegiance
to Him, and give our entire heart's love, in, response for the "great
I ve wherewith He h.as loved us," and that we are honoured to be called
by the "name that is above, every name."
Oh, for wisdom to hold the lamp of truth before benighted spirits,
amid the dense moral darkness of the solemn times in which we live,
that the erring ones may at least see where they are, adding to this the
earnest prayer, "Lord, that their eyes may be opened!" And, if we
covet the honour of being instrumental in their salvation, may we be
t'l.ught the vast responsibility of being their instructors. We have to
tell them of their lost condition by nature-that only Jesus can recover
them from it, and, by His atoning blood and justifying merits, render
them acceptable to God, the Father of spirits. We must teach them
that not their good deeds, nor merely amiable dispositions, nor correct
behaviour, can purchase heaven for them-that no ritual, nor ceremony,
nor prayers to sain~s can, in the least degree, subserve their spiritual
interests. In a word, that good works are but the evidences-the
fruits-of a heart made right in the sight of God.
We have the happiness also of teaching that, wherever the Holy
Spirit has aroused the individual conscience, there He is hovering and
shedding His soft rays of divine light j that whosoever thirsts is
welcome to the overflowing Fountain of life, of which drinking, they
shall thirst no more j that the "contrite spirit and broken heart" are
ever as sweet sacrifice to God, and that He "taketh pleasure in them
that fear Him, iu those that hope in His mercy." Oh, we might
teach them ten thousand theories, but, with-holding these truths, unless
God specially interpose, we should leave them in worse than Egyptian
darkness-a "darkness that might be felt" throughout ali eternity!
Which were the more glorious-to impart such soul·saving trnths,
or to fill the mind with comparatively intellectual nothings, or mere
abstruse sentiments 1 We know which might gain the greater human
applause. But give us the bliss of leading only one of the Father's
"little ones" by the hand into His holy 'presence, and we think
our anthem of praise would be scarcely second to the loftiest seraph's
before the throne, while the joy of adding so precious a gem
to the Redeemer's crown would be next to that of our own brow
L
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being encircled by the glory-wreath which will glisten upon the hearl
of all those composing the honoured ranks, to whom it will then be
said, "Ye have been faithful over a few things: . . . enter into the jor
of yonr Lord;" and whose response will be, "Unto Him who hath
loverl us, and washed us from our sins in His0wn blood, be glory,
dominion, and praise for ever! Amen."

Cardiff.·

J. P. C.

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY1"

"The lwrset"each hath two daughte1's, crying, Give, give."-PRovERBs
xxx. 15.
AND I would gladly be one of them. What is it the leach craves 1
Blood. Yes; and so doth my soul cry, "Give, Lord Jesus, Thy blood
to cleanse my sic.-sick soul, as that blood cleansed my leprous soul at
first! I feel a daily need-a daily fresh application-of that one sacrifice
of Thine, for daily pollution arises. Give, therefore, precious drops
to sQften my hard heart, to bedew my soul, to 'cleanse from all
unrighteousness.' And give to quench the thirst within. For Thee I
Thou declarest, 'My blood is drink indeed.' 'Give me to
thirst.
drink,' that I thirst no more for br0ken ci-terns' water."
What matters it that the modern sceptic calls ours "a slaughterhouse religion," because we talk so mnch of blood 1 It is so precious
to "the flock· of slaughter." Hereby they unconsciously dignify ns as
Christ's flock, and prove, while "the secret of the Lord is with them
that fear Him," they are out of the "ecre altoge her. " \' here the
carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered oether."
S Thou dost
instruct as an'eagle her young (Deut. XYXii 11 12). "Her young ones
also suek up blood: and where the slain are, here is she" (Job
xxxix. 30). What if compared to leach or eaole 1 The craving is the
same" Great was the price to justice due,
When Jesus would redeem His bride;
Nothing but precious blood would do,
And that must flow from His own side."

"The horseleach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give." Surely thr.se
two must be the Old Testament Church and the New, for both have
tb.e same cry-" Give, give!" Nothing but blood could give access
to GJd under the law of ceremonies; nothing but blood brings us nigh"Made nigh by the blood of Christ." And the leach is known to us
all, without physiological research, as fed with blood and renewed with
salt-" 'Vith all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt" (Lev. ii. 13). " Have
salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another" (Mark ix. 50)interpreted in Colossians iv. 6, as "grace seasoned with salt."
Naturally, how one shrinks from blood, and the sight of it! spiritually,
how the soul craves more and more a faith's view of it, as shed for me,
and a full, satisfying draught, for no other will quench the thirs , which
is Spirit-created, ever crying, "Give, give!"
-,

Leicester.
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THE WISE REQUEST.
How few of us know what is good for us! True wisdom consists in
finding it out, and seeking for it in the right quarter. For the want
of this knowledge, men spend all their strength for nought, chasing, it
may be, mere butterflies, which are crushed in the grasping; or, still
worse, things which are not only unsatisfying, but fatally injurious.
We find a remarkable illustration of the wisdom which cometh from
above in those striking words in the prayer of Agur-" Two things
have I required of Thee; deny me them not before I die: remove
far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches;
feed me with food convenient for me; lest I be full, and deny Thee,
and say, Who is the Lord ~ or lest I be poor, and steal, and take
the name of my God in vain" (Prov. xxx. 7-9). These words are
brimful of wisdom and piety, expressing the earnest o.utpouring of a
pure and lowly heart, asking of God the true riches which endure
unto eternal life. A most unworldly spirit runs through them, showing unmistakably that the speaker had received that wisdom which
cometh from Him who giveth liberally, and upbraideth not.
Agur prays, first, that vanity and lies may be removed far from him.
It is a spiritual desire, and shows that he thought more of his soul
than his body. He knew that the renewed heart was a jewel, while
the body was but the casket in which that heart lived. He thus
"sought first the kingdom of God and His righteousness."
How
different this is to the men of the world! They think more of the
body than of the soul. "What shall we eat ~ what shall we drink ~
and wherewithal shall we be clothed ~" This is their language and
desire; they mind earthly things. Not so with Agur. He sought
the true riches; and knowing, where vanity and lies fill the heart,
there is no room for God and His truth, he prays that they may be
removed far from him" Lead me in all Thy righteous ways,
Nor suffer me to slide;
Make plain Thy path before my face;
My God, be Thou my Guide!"
This world has been aptly termed ., Vanity Fair." vYe cannot walk
the streets without, perceiving this to· be the case.
How much is
presented to the eYd in order to entice and deceive it! How
numerous are the methods resorted to for the purpose of making us
fond of this vain world! It is well for us all to remember how'
strongly this is forbidden in the Word of God. "If any man," says
the loving John, "love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him."
There never were, perhaps, times when this caution was more
needful. What the Church needs is an unworldly spirit, by which
they may be seen and known of all men. Sad indeed is it ..to see
men professing godliness, as eager for the vanities of time and sense
.as mere men of the world! Agur knew better, and so prays, "Remove
far from me vanity and lies." This world is truly vain, in that it
promises that which it can never give; and our Lord said, "What
L 2
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shall it profit a man, if he were to gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul ~" And yet what eagerness to attain a very small portion of
worldly enjoyment, while the true wealth and happiness of the soul
are entirely neglected! As we go along the streets at the vVest End,
we perceive carriage after carriage wending their way to the Queen's
levee, and we cannot help asking whether these persons are as eager
to appear in the court of the great King ~ That which is attained
at considerable trouble and cost they anxiously seek. It lasts but a
few moments; "vanity" is written upon it; yet they are more earnest
in its pursuit than to seek those riches and honours which are
imperishable. "Remember Lot's wife." Bereaved of her only treasures,
she turned back, contrary to the divine command, and became a pillar
of salt. "Lay not up for yourselves treasures where moth and rust
can corrupt, a~d where thieves b~eak through and steal"" Shall ought beguile us on the road,
When we are walking back to Uod?"
But Agur prays not only to be delivered from the follies and
vanities of this wicked world, but also from its lies. We are
told in God's Word that "the world lieth in the wicked one."
Like the philosopher of old, if we desire to find really truthful
people, we must search the city with a la,nt:ern. Lying is one of the
most fearful states of depravity, utterly opposed to the God of truth;
so we find the child of God crying out with the Psalmist, "Let
the _words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable
in Thy sight, 0 L )rd, my strength and my Redeemer!" "A lying
tongue is an abomination to the Lord;" and so the people of God
are described by the prophet a;; "children that will not lie." There
is no surer evidence of the indwelling of the Holy Ghost han the
possessing a spirit which desires to be truthful in the sight of God
and man. Without this, our religion is vain, for our hearts are rotten
at the very core. How often has it been said of mere professors, "They
will not swear, but they will lie." Our Lord said of such, "Ye are of
your father the devil, for he was a liar from the beginning."
"Thine image, Lord, best-ow,
Thy presence and Thy love;
I ask to serve Thee here below,
And reign with Thee above."
"Remove far from me," says Agur, "vanity and lies."
We
must keep away as far as we can; that is our only safety. It
is one of the lamentable signs of' the professing Church in the
present day, that of inquiring how near they may approa.ch and enjoy
the vanities and deceptions of this wicked world. Oh, to have the
spirit of Agur, and daily pray, "Remove faT from me anity and lies"!
He abhorred deceit, and doubtless had the spirit of the Psalmist, who
said, "He that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight."
Let us now consider Agur's second petition- H Give 'me neither
poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me; lest I be
lull, and deny Thee, and say, Who is the Lord ~ or lest I be poor, and
.
steal, and take the name of my God in vain."
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He prays against poverty, and in this portion all will agree. There
is nothing we all dread so much as downright poverty. Sooner than
suffer this, many have made away with themselves, and have even
destroyed those they loved. We know, too, that, from the fear of this,
many end their days in a lunatic· asylum. Others become reckless,
and cut themselves ofi' from the society of others, so that no beneficial
influence can be brought to bear upon them. But poverty, like
temptation, is not always a curse.
Our Lord became poor-yes, the
poorest Man that ever lived. He could say, "The foxes have holes,
and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath
not where to lay His head." What a dignity, however, He gave to
poverty! Happy he who can say, "I am poor and needy, yet the
Lord thinketh upon me !"
How humbling to the rich, when they think of the only Saviour,
an outcast upon the earth! Yet some of the noblest examples of our
humanity have been poor men. Solomon mentions one who was truly
wise, and by his wisdom saved the city in which he lived; but he
truly adds, "No one remembered him." A rich man is sure of friends,
but a poor one is too frequently despised and forgotten, so no one
wishes to be in poverty. It is a state coveted by none-dreaded by all.
Let us notice the reason that Agur gives for his prayer against
poverty-" Lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God
in vain." He was well acquainted with his own heart, and human
nature in general. He had seen many persons, steeped in poverty,
who had been tempted to take that which was not their own; and
he was no Pharisee, to think that he was better than they were. He
was afraid of himself!
Blessed fear!
He knew that God only
could keep him from falling, and so he prays that He would not
give him poverty for his portion.
Notice how Agur recognizes God's hand in everything.
He knew
that "it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps." God's
providence arranges for us the circumstances of our lives.
So it
is said, "He setteth up one, and putteth down another." He brought
down Nebuchadnezzar from his gorgeous throne, to dwell among
the beasts of the field.
"He lifteth the poor from the dust, and
the beggar from the dunghill, that He may set him with princes,
even the princes of His people." There is nothing so calculated to
make us content with our lot as this view of Divine Providence.
We may rest assured that our heavenly Father has appointed that
for us which is best suited to our nature and wants.
But it may be asked, " Is it wrong to pray to be kept from those circumstances which we believe to be dangerous and injurious 1" We answer,
No. God loves His children to come and tell Him all they feel and desire.
True prayer consists of childlike utterances to the Most High. We are
never so happy and safe as when we pour out our hearts before Him.
So Agur goes to the Lord, and says he hopes that He will not
give him poverty, lest he be poor, and steal, and take His name in
vain.
We see, then, his anxiety to be honest, knowing full well
that there can be no true religion without honesty.
Another fear was, lest he should "take the name of God in vain."
It is very difficult to be poor and thankful. Persons so circumstanced
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generally murmur, and blame God for His unkindness; for while, to
the believer, the providence of God becomes a reason for submission,
and even thankfulness, to the worldly man (who neglects to thank Hill.l
for His mercies) this fact only increases his dislike to Him, and in
his heart, if not with his lips, he curses God, and wishes himself dead,
and away from this dreadful state. Unsanctified poverty is hard indeed!
Nothing in this world, and blackness and sorrow in the world to come!
We see this spirit remarkably displayed in the conduct of Job's
wife, who said to her husband, when bereft of ev.erything, "Curse
God and die."
How wise his reply! "Thou speakest as a foolish
woman. Shall we receive good at His hand, and not evil ~" vVe may
depend upon it that nothing but God's grace can bring us to say and
-feel, .in such straits,_ "Thy will be done""Yes, be not dejected, however oppressed;
Though sorely afllicted, 'tis all for the best."

But Agur's prayer goes further. He says, "Give me neither povertynor riches; feed me with food convenient for me." 'Whilst all join in the
request to be kept from poverty, how few can say from their hearts,
"Give me not riches"! Why, for the attainment of these things, men
will toil night and day! What a race is run in these days of sharp
competition! How many break down, become broken-hearted, insane,
out of health, and meet with a premature death!
Agur was truly wise. He knew that riches harden the heart. They
too often pamper the bodily appetites, as in the case of the rich man
at whose gate lay the saintly Lazarus. There is nothing tends so
much to selfishness as unsanctified wealth.
, A gentlemen who had five hundred pounds a year was remarkable
for giving liberally to most of the charities which solicited his
help. In the course of a few years, by outliving his relatives, he
became entitled to more than five thousand pounds a year, while he
confessed to a friend of the writer, with tears in his eyes, "When I
had my smalleT income, I always gave my guinea where now I begrudge
giving a shilling!" -;;. Oh, the decE'itfulness of riches. How many say
what liberality they would show if they were rich j but our Lord tells
us that he which is unfaithful in little will be still unfaithful' in much.
Unsanctified wealth tends to draw us from trusting in God.
It
makes us feel independent of Him. Instead of hanging upon Him, as
the fruit hangs upon the bough, it separatp.s us from Him.
It seems
almost a mockery for a rich man to say, "Give me this day my daily
bread." What compensation can riches give anyone for destroying our
sense of dependence on God ~ t Riches choke the desires of the soul after
spiritual things. The possessor has seldom any aspirations for a divine
life. Our Lord, who knew what was in man, and who" spake as never
man spake," told us that" it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's
eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven." "HolV
And when His
hardly shall they that have riches enter therein!""
disciples, astonished at His words, exclaimed, "Who then'can be saved 1"
• We believe this to be only too true an illustration of the effect of riches.-En.
t Ah! what, indeed?-En.
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He replied, "That which is impossible' with men is possible with God."
It must be a hard thing for a rich. man to die,. not only on· account
of having to leave all behind (for we brought nothing into this· world,.
and we can carry nothing out), but because of his gre3it responsibility,
for "to whom much is given, much will be' required;"
. Agur tells us why he desired not riches-" lest he should. be full,.
and deny God, and say,. Who is· the Lord ~" "Pride goeth before'
destruction, and a haug.hty spirit before a fall." To be so full and,
puffed up as to question the right of Jehovah to claim our, service,
is indeed a fearful state: It would have been better for that person
that he had never been born.
Think also of the temptations which. the want of occupa.tion leads
wealthy men into. Time hangs heavily upon themj and so, in order
to kill it, as they say, they resort, to all kinds of vices and frivolities;.
and we know that Satan is sure to- find some mischief for them. to do~
A large amount of sin in this world. consists of mis-spent wealth.
Agur showed that he' had true wisdom; gi.ven to him by God, when
he thus prayed, "Give me neither poverty nor riches;. feed. me with
food convenient for me."
This subject teaches us all the wisdom, of placing all our afl'airs
in the hands of Him who- knows what food is cOlllvenient for us.
Alas! how little we know what is beneficial for us! May we have
faith to say from our hearts" Good when He gives, supremely. good,
Nor less when He.- denies.~'
IVell would it be for all the elect people of God, if they had the
moderate desires of Agur for this world's treasures, and ~is large
desires for grace to fear and love God. This proves that he had in
deed and in truth "the root of the mattel.''' in him.
Our pious ancestors rebuke us. They counted. the sacrifice of all
things. as dross, that they might win Christ, and serve Him according
to the dictates of a sanctified conscience: Oh, that their mantle may
fall upon us; then we shall "seek first the kingdom of God, and
His righteousness," resting assured that all necessary things "shall be
E. W.
added unto us."
AT HOME!
A

writes to the Publishers; under date January 16th:"My dear husband was taken very suddenly to his eternal h'ome last
April 17th, in the eighty-second year of his age, being seized with
an attack of apoplexy, from which he never recovered consciousness.
He had taken the Magazine since 1841, so was one of its oldest subscribers. He much enjoyed the reading, especially the Editor's pieces.
He was called in early life to a knowledge of the truth. The study
of God's Word was his delight-yea, it was his meat. He was a very
cheerful Christian and a most kind and affectionate husband. My great
loss is his gain. He is now before the throne, ascribing 'salvation to
our God, which sitteth ul?on the throne, and to the Lamb! '-A. C."
CORRESPONDENT
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FOUNDATION TRUTHS.
IT was the boast of a man of note, a scoolar and dignitary ia the
Establishment, that the controversies which occasioned such ceaseless
strife at and after the era of the Reformation, 'Upon two doctJinal points
-p!edestination to life, and justification by faith-were now dead and
buned, and we, at the present day, stood quietly upon their graves.
It is ill days ·for the Church of God when such assertions can be
proved j bllt it is for a lamentation that, at the present time, the
champions for truth are Jew, the doctrines of grace are at a discount,
and the ancient prophecy is being fulfilled, ." The trees of His forest
shall be few, that a child may write them." •
But God is at no loss to supply men and means to carry on the
wondrous work of picking out His elect from the ruins of the fall. In
the midst of blindness, formality, idolatry, and the fatal mixture of
truth and error, God still has His witnesses j and the promise is sure
to th.e election of grace-" Yet gleaning grapes shall be left in it, as the
shakmg of an olive tree, two or three berries in the top of the uppermost bough, four or five in the outmost fruitful branches thereof; saith
the Lord God of Israel'" (Isa. xvii. 6).
It is cheering to Zion when the Lord is plea<;ed to call to the front
men of faith, :who are not .ashamed of the Gwpel of 'graee, but dare
to come boldly forward and proclaim the precious truths that God has
revealed to their souls, by the teaching of the Spirit. We hail such
men with holy joy, and receive them as ,tokens of divine favour,
even as the prophet of old testified concerning the ancient Church-" For
Israel hath not been forsaken, nor J udah of bisGod, of the Lord of
hosts, though the whole land wa<; filled with sin oaga,inst the Holy One
of Israel" -(Jer. li. 5).
We wish to draw the attention of our readers to an ,address that has
recently appeared, on "The Eternal Election of His Church by Jehovah,"
by the Rev. TITUS EDWARD LA-URIE, Rector of Bewcastle, Cumberland.
The ·brotherhood still sur:vives in the North amongst a few though the
Lord has called home many of His witnesses who faithfull)T and fearlessly proclaimed His .truth there in by-gone days j but they left behind
them a seed to serve the Lord and value an old-fashioned Gospel, and
such of the family of God must think themselves privileged to gather
round the standard-bearers who love, live, and proclaim the doctrines
of the grace of God, at the present ,time.
The following extract will speak for itself as to the character of the
address, which we commend to the lovers of pure Gospel trutb, in the
hope that it -may be widely drculated. Tht:: subject is founded on
Ephesi!Lns i. 4:At the very threshold of our sub'ject, we feel constrained to fall down in
adoration of the wisdom and love of our most blessed Father, and exclaim,
with the Psalmist, "What is man, that Thou hast such respect unto him 1
or the son of man, that Thou so regardest him ?" Ah! what indeed? Man,
a vile, rebellious, perverse worm of earth! HolV unspeakably great the grace,
the free, unmerited mercy, by which a "great multitude, which no man can
number," will have a place throughout eternity in glory, and, in the very
presence of· their God and King, sing His pr(lise with unutterable delIght
. for' ever! Well may the Apostle say, "Herein is love, not that we loved

,
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God, but that He loved us" (1 John iv. 10). And, again, "While we
were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly"
(Rom. v. 6).
Ah ! yes, dear reader, this is the subject that everyone who approaches it
must feel, in a sense, overpowered by its extreme blessedness. God has,
according to His unutterable love wherewith He loved us, and for no
uther assigned cause, "chosen us in Christ before the foundation of the
world, that Wd should be holy and without blame before Him." He has
not only done it, but here, in His blessed Word, has 1'evealed the fact, that
it might be for the comfort, support, and CODsolation of each ODe of His
chosen family, while in hIS journey here below through the lonely wilderness of this world.
Yes, here is another reason why this great truth may be embraced and
held fast by the family of God. It is a 1'evealed truth-not one that is
hidden, but one plainly declared. And,although secret things belong unto
the Lord our God, things that are revealed belong to us and to our children
(Deut. xxix. 29). Every Spirit-taught child .of God, then, has the unspeakable privilege of finding it a revealed truth, buldly and clearly written on
the page of inspiration, that J ehovah has chosen to Himself in Christ a
Church, even before the foundations of the worlds were laid; that He hath
set His love upon this blessed family; hath given them to His dearlybeloved Son to be redeemed; that our precious Lord, in His infinite love,
has absolutely finished this work, thflugh it cost Him His very life-blood;
and that God the Holy Ghost has taken ;upon Him to guide, instruct, and
enlighten all this blessed number, to quicken them to true spiritual life, th.t
not only they may bd able to serve Him here, but render Him an exalted
and interminable service in the courts of the New Jerusalem above.

ST. MARY WOOLNOTH.
[We beg to call attention to the fonowing warning and remonstrance,
as bearing upon another feature of the idolatry of the age, and our
sad departure, as a ehu·rch and nation, from the simplicity and power
of the Gospel.-En.]
IN a sermon preached on Sunday, January 25th, by the Rector, on the
subject of "Unity," he took occasion to refer to the Japanese village,
now established in Kensington, and made the following remarks;St. Paul did not finally exclude from visible communion any class,
with the exception of one. namely, tbose who were guilty of the
heinous sin of idolatry. I am not sure whether it is right that the
worship of idols, Oil the haekneyed plea of toleration (of which word
I am heartily sick),'>\' should be permitted in this Christian country. A
number of Japanese have been brought over to London, on the distinct
understanding that they should be permitted to worship their idols in
the very centre and heart of the Christianity of the world. There is
no sin so vigorously denounced in the whole Word as that of idolatry.
No sin was ever so fearflllly punished, and no sin so quickly roused
the burning anger of Almighty God. Maacbah was deposed from her
throne for the mere forming of an idol and placing it in a grove, and
which her grandson broke and trampled upon.
• Well might the preacher say so! What has in.strumentally brought about
the present lamentable state of things but tolerati<m-a misnamed" charity"a levelling of the old and ess~ntial landmarks?-ED.
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Idols are called "stumbling-blocks," "hateful things," "detestable
creations," :J,nd involved an immense sacrifice of human life. At a
comparatively late period< of the' world's history, more than sixty-four
thousand p'3rsons were sacrifired in four days at the dedication of a
single heathen temple. "They shaH be ashamed and also confounded, all
of them; they shall go to- confusion, the makers of idols; . . . but if
thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn
away, and worship other gods, and serve them, I denounce unto you
this day that you shall surely perish, and that you shall not prolong
your days upon the eaFth."
'Ihese are very solemn words, and I
consider it my duty to- enter a protest against this heathen temple,
with its furniture of gods,. set up in London. I denounce unto you
this day that evil will befwll the country for its sin-a country which
spends hundreds of thousands to convert people from the worship
of false gods. I believe the wrath of God will be kindled, and that
the curse of God will come' upon us for the sin in permitting this
idol temple to be set up amongst us, with its attendant priests grovelling on the ground before its molten images. It is an extraordinary
feature of the present day, and it does not require much prophetic
spirit to foretell that evil will befall us by the way. It is no excuse
to say that it is suffered for the purpose of Christianizing. We must
not do evil that good may come. Besides, this is a mere subterfuge,
and I publicly warn those in' authority that God will visit us for
these hateful sins; for St. Paul says, "What concord hath Christ with
Belial, or he that believeth with an infidel1 And what agreement
hath the temple of God with idols 1 for ye are the temple of the living
God." St. Paul would have us keep the line of demarcation hard
and fast between God's temple and that of Belial, and has left the
membership of the Church unbreken, rebuking sharply the attempt to
interrupt its unity, and tenderly exhorts them to stand fast in one
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the GospeLUity

bess.
. BITTER TRIALS AND WONDERFUL MERCIES.
THOUGH bitter the trials the saints
They still are supported as on ward
'Tis wonderful mercies, from Jesus,
That follow them closely, and will

have below,
they go;
their Friend,
to the end.

A stream ever flowing, its source all divine,
The dark clouds dispelling, when Jeslls doth shine;
The bitter cup sweetening, 'Lis boundless and fr~e;
'Tis wonderful mercies, from life's healing tree.
'Tis mercies as countless as sands on the shore,
And new every morning, repeated each hour;
Yea, mercy each moment, preserving from hell,
Which helps under trial to say, "It is well."
The cup filled with bitters, the wormwood and gall,
Was drunk by the Saviour-He drunk it quite. all;
_Therefore to Jesus, our Priest and our King.,
For wonderful mercies our. praises we'll Bing.
J. BURREI.L.
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THE LA'rE MRS. DOCKER.
OUR dear MARY was the child of. Christian parents and grandparents,
who were privileged to hear. the Gospel from the lips of the late
Dr. HAWKER, at Charles Church, Plymouth; and, during her early
childhood, she was personally known to some of the eminent men of
the day. KENT, DENHAM, TRIGGs, and POYNDER, were amongst the
number whom she met at the home of her grandfather, and whose
conversation and example imbued her young mind with a reverence
for sacred things; and, after she had removed with her parents to
London, she had many opportunities of hearing one and another of
the aforenamed preach in the Great City.
She was naturally an impl'lJsive child. On one occasion, during the
absence of her mother from the room, she was tempted to break the
crust of a pie, which l'lhe denied having done. But her watchful, loving
mother would not suffer her child to go unpunished; and, with prayers
and tears on her account, she was, left alone, to commit to memory the
fifth chapter of Acts, The chastisement was so salutary, and the
impression made on her young mind so deep, she said she was never
permitted to tell a wilful lie again.
When ten years of age, she removed with her parents to Hull, where,
during her girlhood, they attended the ministry of the late Rev. Mr.
DYKES, and, l1IJder the preaching of his curate, the Rev. Mr. BARRETT,
she was awakened by the Holy Spirit to see herself a lost sinner, and
to flee for refuge to the great Saviour, Jesus Christ the Righteous.
Henceforth, she determined to devote her life to His service; and,
having been baptized, on the profession of her faith, she became an
earnest worker in the Sunday :::;chool, and district .visitor of the parish,
for which service the Lord had pre-eminently fitted her, setting His
seal to her labours by giving her some precious fruit, which will be
found to His honour and glory at the day of His appearing.
During those years of her first love, she was called upon to make a
great personal sacrifice, by following the injunction of our Lord to
"pluck out a right eye," by breaking off an engagement, contracted in
the days of her unregeneracy, with one to whom she was deeply attached,
being convinced of the truth that "two cannot walk together except
That act enabled her to devote many years of her
they be agreed."
life more entirely to her dear mother, whose health had become impaired,
and who greatly needed a daughter's lovu.lg care. Thus she lived and
laboured in love, through grace, following in the steps of her divine
Master.
In the year 1840, the family removed to Liverpool; and, having letters
of intIGductlon to the Rev. Dr. H\JGR M.c1:h!.lL, of St. Jude's Chmch,
she immediately commenced labouring in its' schools and district, being
greatly instructed and deeply edified under the preached Gospel of free
grace and God's sovereignty.
On her father's retiJing from public duty, they returned to Plymouth, where they 'attended the- ministrations of the -late Rev. Mr.
GREAVES, of Charles Church, where she continued to help in every
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good wb~k. until her marriage. Up to that time, her life (with the
one exception before alluded to) had been one long summer's day. No
cloud had arisen to throw its dark shadows over her pathway. But the
testing-time was near, and she had indeed to learn that it is "through
much tribulation we must enter the kingdom." Trial succeeded trial,
bereavement bereavement, loss loss. The Lord seemed to have a controversy with her, by taking away her iufant child, then by taking her
dear mother to Himself; and, eleven weeks after, He took her dear father,
thus removing the only props on which she could lean for earthly
support. Her husband's speculations had failed, not only involving
the loss of nearly all his property, but in which hers was also at stake.
But He who placed her in the crucible sat by while she was undergoing
the refining process, to watch that His child was not tempted beyond
what she was able to bear. The language of her soul was, "Though He
slay me, yet will I trust in Him."
A few months afterwards, she removed with her husband to Liverpool. His efforts there proving unsuccessful, and her health having
given way under a se'vere attack of bronchitis, they went to London;
and, her malady becoming. chronic, every door of hope of ability to
do anything to help herself appeared closed.
In her dire distress of soul, she. went into the late Rev. DANIEL
WILSON'S church at Islington, and, Hezekiah-like, she spread all the
matter before the Lord, and He gave her an answer of peace. She
said she felt as assured that God would appear for her as if it had conie
to pass. Shortly after, her husband left England for America, where
he died, which opened the way for her taking np her abode in Bristol
with her widowed cousin.
When one who loved her dearly heard of the conflict through which
she had passed, he exclaimed, "::;urely it was a baptism of fire ;" yet
she said the Lord had brought her by the right wa.y.
She had not
suffered one pang too many, for the Lord, in very faithfulness, had
afflicted her, and she was enabled, with Job, to exclaim, "I have heard
of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye sooth Thee;" and,
on reference being made .afterwards to the trying circumstance3, she
replied, "I would not have had one trial less, for the presence of the
Lord was so manifest through alL"
She one day said to the writer, '" I know I am settled here. I have
had a word from the Lor.d. He establisheth the border of the
widow;" and many times, during the years that followed, she referred
to that word of assurance spoken to her heart.
When her health permitted her to attend the public services of the
sanctuary, she literally revelled in the green pastures of the preached
Word, which she heard from time to time from the lips of dear Dr.
DOUDNEY, at St. Luke's Church, Bedmin.ster. They were indeed times
of refreshing to her soul.
Under date of February 7th, 1868, I find an entry made by her,
of which the following is an extract-" I thank God for His very
great mercies to me, to enable me to pay my way, and for His restoring
me to ,health. Surely goodness and mercy have been my portion all the
days of my life. 'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His
benefits.,', "
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December lOth.-" Thank the Lord for His love and care, and for giving
me the means of doing what little good I desired. Oh, may I never forget
the great love and good.ness that have kept me to this day! How much I
have to deplore before God of shortcomings, of coldness, of earthlymindedness! Oh, when I think of what God has done for me-how He
has borne with me so long, and still cares for me, as if there were no
other poor widow to care for 1 Lord, pardon my sin, for it is great!
'Wash me in Thy. precious blood, and I shall be clean."
December 31st.-" At the cloRe of another year, let me record the loving
Surely I can say that 'goodness
faithfulness of my heavenly Father.
and mercy hath followed me,' and will follow me, even to the end."
Sunday, Jan1Jl],ry 2nd, 1870.-" We have entered upon another unseen
year. Oh, L-ord, grant that it may be a year of more conformity to Thy
will! Grant me more of Thy Holy Spirit, more likeness to Jesus, less
love to the world, its baits, its snares. Oh, Jesus, come· and reign in
my heart. Be Thou my All in all. Let not sin have dominion over me.
Do with me whatsoever is pleasing to Thee. Give me health, if consistent
with Thy will ; and, if so, may it be devoted to Thy service. If it be sickness, then give me grace to glorify Thee by patient submission to Thy
dear will, knowing that all must work for my good. Only give me
more love to Thee, my dear Saviour-more trust in Thee. Give me
grace to leave my future in Thy hands for time and eternity, that,
whatever else I lack, Thy presence may be with me; then I shall have
all I want or desire. Oh, give me more love to Thee, who art my only
Friend, my God and Saviour, my Husband, my Shepherd! Be Thou
unto me as Thou seest my need, for Jesus' sake. Amen."
(To be continued.)

THE LATE MRS. CHAMBERLAIN, OF BIRMINGHAM.
FOR about two years before her death, our dear mother had been a
very great sufferer, and what made her trial heavier to bear was the
fact that she was often "walking in darkness, and had no light."
But God mercifully revealed Himself to her as her Saviour in her last
days, and she was able at times to rejoice in His mercy. She went
through terrible suffering, so patiently borne.
She had for a long
time been a partial sufferer, but now she seemed to get much worse.
In the December of 1 81, she snbmitted to an operation, and it was
then seen that she was not likely to recover, and would probably have
to pass through much weariness and pain. From that time she kept
almost entirely to her bed.
On the night after the operation, she was in much distress, and,
when I went to her, she was greatly cast down, and wished so ea.rnestly
that God would help her. Her words were like these-" Oh, pray for
me, that God would preparfl me for death!" and she seemed so troubled.
My brother and I were with her some of the time, and I repeated some
texts to her, when she seemed to gain comfort, by God's blessing.
She was to go through great pain, and show those around what the
love of Christ can do in helping His suffering creatures.
,
When we left our house, next year; she was carried down on a litter.
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She bore the moving so well, and seemed none the worse for it, God
so supported her. The room which became hers was a very pretty
one, on the ground-floor, and is the only one she saw while in the
house, excepting a little of the room opposite.
She was so loving and kiuti and gentle. She was very fond of
having HART'S hymns read to her, as well as her Bible. She would
repeat passages of Scripture to us which she had learned, but complained
that the words so soon slipped her memory. She read a great many
books which were lent by kind friends, and they were pleasant companions
for her.. She would sometimes speak of her "darkness," and wish for
more light, and at times was very depressed and downcast, but not
always, for she would often appear so cheerful and bright, and her
dark hours were partly th~ result of her bodily condition. She was so
kind and sympathizing and motherly. We cannot tell what she had to
go through, for it is impossible to understand without feeling the same
oneself. We know that it was very great. She herself described it as
"unutterable anguish." She was nearly always in pain j but, some
weeks before her death, she told us that she had less pain, and, during
the last three weeks, sh~ had very much less, which was a -great mercy.
She was much troubled- with sickness towards the end. Her's was
indeed a heavy trial, but sbe was helped and sustained by her heavenly
Father to the last. She was delighted (wh n a little better) with the
beautiful flowers which her friends sent so kindly, and was very fond
of arranging them, when well enough.
Mamma told me that, on the da) of her operation, a text was
given to her by the Lord, and it helped her wonderfully. It was this
_ C l In quietness and confidence shall be your s rength."
She was quite
peaceful and calm ,then.
_
Once she said, when talking about the world, "I would not like to
go back into it." She was so kind and loving to her children, and
longed for them to be brougbt to tbe Saviour.
On the 23rd September, 1883, sbe seemed to become worse, and
Aunt M--, who was with her at the time, told me since that she
saw a change, but that mother seemed quite resiuned ilid willing to go
home. She did not really rally after this. She careely took any
nourishment at all. At one time she took hardly anything but ice,
which seemed so to refresh her. She would lie so still, and was so
very weak. It was a hard trial for her, but we know that the Lord
was with her, although she could not always realize it.
It must have been on about the
ednesday after the 23rd that
mamma seemed to get worse. In the morning she was very ill, and
cried out, "Lord, have mercy upon 7'M! L01'd, have mercy upon me!"
many times. Oh, she was indeed 'a sufferer! How blessed to think
that she will have no more pain or trouble again! Just about dinnertime, we were all summoned into her room. She was conscious.
e
all came, and kissed her one by one. She did not say much, being very
weak and ill. She said, "Dear children, you know all I would say j "
and said to E--, "You will be It mother to them, will you not 1 "
E-- asked her if she felt happy, and she said, "Yes." Then," Have
you any message for J oe 1 " "Oh, yes; all sorts of loving messages. "
She spoke to her Saviour, and said, "Blessed Saviour, I believe tha
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Thou hast given Thy life fGr me! Oh, come' qllickly !" But the change
was not to be yet, and, afcer we had waited some time, we went.
In the evening, mamma seemed so happy. She spoke, and said, "This
is a vessel saved b:v grace-an heir of life immortal." "Jesus! blessed
Jesus! Jesus!" she repeated, and seemed to be resting in sweet hope
and comfort. Then she said to H--, "You have been a good son
to me, H--," and said some kind words to me, and asked me to
cherish my brothers. God help us to do it.
The nurse used to sit up wich mamma each night, and was so attentive and kind. When able, mother took curds and whey, which she
seemed to enjoy, and that, with tea and brandy and soda, was all that
she took.
One evening, she asked for water, and said, "Oh, lovely water!
clear as crystal J "
She had indeed tasted that Gospel stream.
Nur;;;e told me that once, when mamma woke up, she said, "Oh, nurse,
such a beautiful river, with such nice things in it, clear as crystal!"
I suppose a quotatio~ from Revelation xxii. 1.
One morning, not long before her death, I quoted to her this text"God is our Refuge and Strength j a very present Help in trouble."
She said, "Yes j but I wish He was al ways so;" showing how her comfort
varied. Once, when Mr. WAKEFIELD called, he came to her bed-sidt>,
and said, "Do you think that you can' rest in the Lord, and wait
patiently for Him' ~ " She said, "I try to j " and then he knelt and
prll.yed. Once, when she seemed to wake up, she said, "The Master
hath need of thee. Be of good comfort j the Master hath need of
thee." Once, when Mrs. S-- sent her some flowers (some time before
the end), I repeated the text which Mr;:. S - - sent with them-" By
grace are ye saved, through faith "-and mamma went on with it-" and
that not oJ yourselves."
Mamma' had two very bad attacks of pain. One was on the last
day; ,the other lasted from about half-past ten in the morning until
about six in the evening, when she fell into a sound sleep. She awoke
at about half-past nine in pain again. It seemed to make her catch
her breath, and every breath forced a groan from her lips.
On the 12th October, 1883, the end came. We saw a change in the
morning, and it was during the afcernoon that the dreadful pain came
on again. She was in pain until about ten minNtes before eight o'clock,
and then became quiet-we think, perhaps unconscious.
At about
eight, she was released from suffering, and taken home to re8t, after
two years of suffering and" waiting" for the Lord, and much darkness
and distress. But God has brought her through the waters, fulfilling
His gracious promise, "My God shall supply all your need," which,
she told nurse, was such a comfort to her. "Nurse," she said, '" My
God shall supply all your need.''' N one but He could havl\ helped
her &0.
Once she said, "I'm afraid I'm getting querulous," when she was
not comfortable. There are not so very many, in comparison, who
would have lain there so quietly and ,patiently, bearing all that pain.
'She glorified God in her trouble.
I was told by a friend who came to see mamma that once, some
time ago, when she had said, "Oh, I wonder how you can lie there,
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and bear it so patiently T" mamma' replied, "Oh, it's all Christ!"
Another friend, who used to come and see her, and talk very brightly
to her, said that "the brightness was only put on for the time," and
she would feel ready to cry when she left the house. It was indeed
merciful of God to comfort her so in her last days.
[The deceased Mrs. CHAl\{BERLAIN had been left a widow for many
years, with (if we mistake not) no less than twelve children. We met
her, on several occasions, when visiting our daughter at Birmingham,
and were invariably struck with her calmness and resignation, as we
contemplated her responsibility as the head of so large a household. In
company with our beloved daughter, we saw her once during her last
long illness. She had previously been suffering from the darkness of
which her daughter has spoken; but, during our visit, the Lord was
pleased to manifest Himself in a very merciful and gracious way. The
savour of that interview remains with us to this day.-ED.]

irntc~tant ~2lU.on.
SWIMMING WITH THE STREAM.
MANY of the admirers of the Bishop of Liverpool must at last
acknowledge the truth of our comments from time to time, in which
we have much questioned the stability and soundness of Bishop RYLE's
Protestantism. We havd endeavoured to show, as evidences have arisen,
that too little faith or reliance cannot be placed upon the most professed
Evangelical dignitaries. Though possessing many qualities which command the respect of many learned and truly Christian people, we cannot
do other than lament that Bishop RYLE should actually have patronized
and assisted in Ritualistic services in vogue, especially at St. l1argaret'5,
Anfield. The Incumbent of this church is the Rev. J. SHE&PSHANKS,
who boldly declares that "the Reformation was a mistake."
The Bishop of Liverpool preached at the" Dedication Fes ival," on
December 6th, in the above notorious Ritualistic church. At the
commencement of the service, his lordship prtced.ed the surpliced clwriste1's
and clergy, and, after delivering an Evangelical discourse, his lordship
once more headed the procession on their return from the stalls, singing
the while, "At, the name of Jesus everyone shall bow." This 'fact
alone, to our mind, leads us to the conclllsion that the Bishop' of
Liverpool is thoroughly inconsistent. Association with such enemies
of the Church of the Reformation as the Rev. J. SHEEPSHANKS would be
repulsive to the ideas and sentiments of all thoroughly honest and consistent Christian Protestants, and we cannot but again express our en ire
disapprobation with Bishop RYLE's action. The Protestants of Liverpool
protested against the Bishop consecrating St. Agnes on the 22nd of
January, in company of those announced to take part in it, which,
however, the Bishop performed.-Protestant Times.
[The aforenamed act, upon the part of the Bishop of Liverpool, is
deeply to be lamented. Aware, as he was, of the notorious Ritualists
who had been invited to preach at the opening of the church, he might
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well have refused to consecrate, unless such men as MACKONOCHIE and
RANDALL had been withdrawn from the list of preachers. The memorial
to the Bishop, as presented by so many of his own clergy, might have
helped to fortify him against the opposition which his lordship's 8trict
adherence to truth and to the good old paths might have entailed upon
him. The reasons which the Bishop has assigned for the course he has
taken, in regard to this matter, are quite unworthy of the man whose
name and whose writing:; had been so regarded on the side of truth,
and whose very promotion to the high and responsible office he holds
was based upon these grounds. What, then, have we to hope for, when
men of such note lend themselves to the wretched, compromising
€xpediency of the times, instead of standing their ground as Protestants
against such practices ~-ED.]

THE TESTIMONY OF A FORMER EDITOH, OF THE "GOSPEL
M.AGAZI~E" (THE VENERABLE WALTER ROW) UPON THE
PAS ING OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC RELIEF BILL.

On predictions have been fulfilled. The die is cast, and the beam
of Papistical ascendancy has preponderated. Thus the foundation of
our constitutional liberty is poisoned at the very source, and a canker
is entered in at the root of the tree, which must ultimately wither its
fairest blossoms, and prostrate them in the dust. The sense of shame
• has not been a barrier against the overwhelming force of the destroyer
of our religious immunities, for it has been openly avowed that
" consistency fetters the understanding." Thus confidence in public characters is put an end to; for what are we to think when we see a
large. portion of our senators" unstable as water," who, instead of being
pillars, are no better than weathercocks, exalted by levity and versatility, shifting with the gale ~
We 'have been so astounded in what we have witnessed in public
characters, within a few months past, that we scarcely know where we
are. The general voice of the country has sounded the trumpet, but
it has been disregarded, and treated with contempt. Men whom we
could have trusted with our lives have basely vacillated, and turned
apo:;tates ; and those measures they lately supported with all the power
of talent, that very talent ha.s been made the instrument of reversing
all they said. We may well cry with the Psalmist, "Help, Lord, for
the godly man cea.seth; for the faithful fail from among the children
of men. They speak vanity e\ ery one with his neighbour; with
flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak."
The Roman Catholic religion has been upon the in'crease for the
last sixty years, and now ten-fold. Every facility is given to this mystic
Babylon, which must necessarily lead to the subversion of civil and
religious liberty.
Our ancestors have transmitted to us a safety-valve from generation
to generation. How have we requited their pure and disinterested
patriotism ~ We have degenerated into a state of apathy and indecision.
If we may venture to prophes)', before a few years shall pass away, iu
1t'I
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may be written upon the wa,lls of our Protestant Church, as on the'
Churches of Asia-" THE GLORY IS DEPARTED."
"Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, they shall understand.
the loving-kindness of the Lord."
London, AFril 17th, 1829.
THE EDITOR.
LThus wrote our predecessor, in that fatal year when England played.
falsely to her God, and virtually sacrificed those great and glorious
privileges which were purchased at so costly a price as the martyrs'
blood. From that period she has been going down, down, down, and
no longer holds the enviable position she so long enjoyed. Moreover,.
the yielding to the Popish usurper has been followed by judgment
upon judgment and reproof after reproof. As a Church and nation, we·
have" sown the wind, and are reaping the whirlwind.'~· So far from.
our rulers having satisfied the cravings of Romanism, the people of
Ireland are less contented and more grasping than ever. This was·
plainly foretold ere the Roman Catholic Reliet Bill became law. We
believe England's name and fame is irrecoverably lost, and the cause,
thereof is the pandering to Popery! In the present state of the nation
at large, we are justly reaping the fruits of our own misdeeds, and,
instead of things in general improving, we believe they will become
worse.
During our connection with this work, we have argued that real,
solid, Scriptural principle was at so low an ebb, that were there a.
crisis, or were men's so-called Protestant principles put to the test, they
would assuredly yield, by a miserable expediency and a wretched compromise, to what they deemed the winning or the strongest side.
Facts-plain and unmistakable-have pro,ed this to a demonstration
indeed, and we are leaving to the rising generation a hapless and a.
hopeless legacy.
The Most High has been speaking loudly and most solemnly by
chastisement upon chastisement. As a hurch and na ion, we have shut
our eyes and closed our ears to His so striking warnings. Hence weexpect, and are looking for, even more marked, more fatal, more
destructive evidences of His just indignation and wrath. God, of
His great mercy, grant us grace that we may gi.e heed to His word,
" Come, My people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors
about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the
indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lord cometh out of His place
to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth
also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain"
(Isa. xxvi. 20, 21).-ED.]
WRITING from Italy, under date January 11th, 1885, "A Pastor" says,
"The Church of Rome, in every ~spect of it, is' to-day what it always
has been-an unmitigated curse; an engine of ignorance and. superstition, vice and cruelty. Whatever liberty and prosperity-national,
intellectual, and moral-Italy now enjoys, is due to her partial deliverence from Popery, and to the establishment in her midst of free schools
and Protestant churches, and other liberty-giving, enlightening, and
purifying institutions."
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THE BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL ON "ILLEGAL
PRACTICES IN THE CHURCH.
THE Bishop of GloucRster and Bristol, in his recent pastoral address,
says Churchmen must not be led into any false optimism by the present
quiet of the Church. It is only an armistice. The causes for disquietude are silently augmenting; and, when discord next shows itself,
it will be found to have become more formidable." It may be brought
out at any time-"':'most probably by the introduction of any Bill t<>
translate into law the recommendations of the Ecclesiastical Courts
Commission. He will be thankful if no such Bill is introduced during
the present year. The armistice may then have a chance of approximating to a truce, and there may be some hope for the future. He
is afraid that Churchmen must prepare themselves for conflicts on the
episcopal veto ques:tion and on the lay courts. Practices are being
introduced, Ilompared with which lights and vestments are innocence
itself-such as the reservation of the Sacrament; celebrations of the
Eucharist that were repulsive to advanced High Churchmen; studied
avoidance of the use of the New Testament in religious teaching in
parish schools, and careful exclusion of the Diocesan Inspector; free
use of catechisms in which, if people will turn to'the questions on the
Eucharist, they will need no defining epithet; and admissions to Confirmation only on condition of regular and periodical confession. Such
things are d!gging the gmve of the Establishment-first, by supplying
arguments to its assailants; and next, by making sober people grow"
sick at heart at the tolerated existence of such things, and making
them almost welcome disestablishment as, at any rate, carrying with
it reconstruction.-P1·otestant Times.
[It is a lamentable fact that the grave·diggers of whom the Bishop
speaks are some of the very men whom his lordship has either
appointed or licensed to their present so destructive spheres of
labour.-ED.]
PREPARING THE COFFIN OF THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH.
THE remarkable scene at St. Anna's Church, Hoxton, which was lately
brought to light at Worship Street Police Court, is another instance
of what the Bishop of Gloucester recently called, "knocking a nail in
the coffin of the Established Church." It is, of course, painful to hear
of such deliberate law-breaking as the setting up of a "confessional "
in a church of the Established Church of England; but it is, if possible,
worse to hear of personal violence being used in the sacred building
itself in such a cause. There are other more legitimate and more
lasting means of removing an obvious ecclesiastical grievance.
Since writing the above, the scene at St. Peter's, Eaton Square, has
occurred. Although not sympathizing with any such violent means,
it cannot be denied that the illegal practices unfortunately" carried
on in many churches are objectionable to the mass of the people.
Straws indicate the direction of the wind. It is very true that disestablishment, if ever it comes, will come from within.-City Press.
M

2

164

Tile Gospel Magazine.
NOTES.

MANY people have been expressing sympathy for Mr. GLADSTONE during
the last few days. The sympathy was not necessary. Mr. GLADSTONE
is not sitting with dust on his forehead, nor is he as one distraught,
with the ghost of GORDON before his eyes, and the shrieks of the
women and children of Khartoum ringing in his ears. Not at all. The
Prime Minister is too wise a man to give way to such fancies. He is
confident and cheerful. He is even able to relax his mind with innocent'
gaiety. Last evening, for instance, he thought it a good time to visit
the Criterion theatre, where, there is every reason to suppose, he was
greatly enjoying the broad fun of ;c The Candidate" about the time
that telegrams were arriving in London to tell that GORDON had been
murdered, and how the Arabs were tossing babies on their spear-points
in Khartoum. We hope everybody will be gratified by this revelation
of Mr. GLADSTONE'S state of mind, and that nobody will make foolish
references to another great ruler who fiddled when his country was
in some distress. For our part, we consider it most cheering to know
that Mr. GLADSTONE is so happy and so free from care. Si fractus
illabcitu1' o?'bis. Though our hero be dead, and our allies slaughtered,
and our armies in difficulties, and foreign countries growling menaces
at us, our great Minister can amuse himself at the play.-St. James's
Gazft'e.
[The above has been forwarded to us b a correspondent. But for
our previous estimate of the gentleman's character, we should have felt
surprised at (to say the least) the excessive want of even common
prudence ,for a Prime Minister to have been found in such a place at
such a juncture. More heartless procedure, under the circumstances,
we cannot imagine. "\Vhat a blind infatuation mllS poss~ the nation,
io close their eyes and shut their ears, as a vast propor ion of the
people do, to the awful position to which bo h the hurch and the
country have been brought by the conceit and astounding self-love and
self-sufficiency of those in authority! We have long been of the opinion
that the people's Williarn will, ere he departs this life, become the
people's Woe! Time will prove. "Ve can {jnly add that the distress and
.dissatisfaction of which we hear on every hand, go wherever we may,
exceeds everything we ever before witnessed. The na ion seems to be
upon the very verge of absolute ruin, and yet there are those in
.authority who would fain prophesy smooth thingS.-ED.]

HOLD fast Christ, but take His cross and Himself cheerfully. Christ
.and His cross are not separable in this life; howe,er, they part at
heaven's door.-Ruthe1fo?'d.
WHEN faith hath bathed a man's heart in the blood of Christ, it is
so mollified that it generally dissolves into tears of godly sorrow, so
. that, if Christ but turn 'and look upon him, ob, then, with Peter, he
goes out and weeps bitterly. And this is true Gospel mourning; this
is right evangelical repentance.-Fishe?'.
U
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HELPING EACH OTHER.-A FEW HEART-WORDS TO A
DEEPLY-TROUBLED ONE.
As doubtless we have before stated in this work, we have. often
been struck by the fact of the remarkable manner in which the Lord
times His mercies and His sweet and blessed manifestations. He first,
in His own wise and wonder-working way, creates the want-gives us,
by some means or other peculiar to Himself, to feel the need of that
wisdom, grace, and strength which He alone can supply-causes us; in
the interim between the felt helplessness and the bestowment of the needed
help, to be driven to our very wits' end, all creature interference
proving an utter failure, in order that we might learn that difficult but
blessed lesson, "Vain is the help of man." Then-ob, then-when
the heart is really" brought down with labour," and the" ceasing from
man" is felt, oh, how precious are the Lord's own sweet, tender, loving,
gracious, so timely and so effectual approaches, just at the right time and
just in the right way, it being His own time and His own way! How
He endears Himself by these His own loving and gracious methods !
How, in His taking the less, and thus giving tIimself th'e (l'reatej', does
He in very deed become "the Chiefest among ten thousand," yea, "the
altogether lovely" !
However much we may have writhed before-we may, perhaps, have
wanted to retaliate; we have felt inclined, it may be, to avenge ourselves, to "render railing for railing," and to rebut accusation by
accusation, to retort upon fault-finding, ·When, however, the Lord is
pleased to hold these inclinations in check, and, by His own merciful
lland, to restrain these creature-promptings and fleshly strivings, and
then afterwards to break in, in His own loving, gentle, tender, considerate, .Father-like way, oh, how unspeakably blessed is tIlls! How
not merely subduing, but softening, mellowing, is the result! How
the lion-like feeling gives place to the lamb-like influenge! Just before,
it was the dj'iving-the driving away from the throne, and the meekness, and the gentleness, and the child-like simplicity. Now, on the
contrary, it is the dTawing, and the soothmg, and the endearing, and
the admiring-aye, and the true worshipping in spirit and in truth.
Avenge now ~ Oh, no. Retort or retaliate now ~ Repaying the accuser
or the fault-finder in his own coin now ~ Oh, no; but the very
reverse! Such have been-unintentionally it may be, but not the less
effectually-instrumental in helping to a love-visit from the "Friend
that loveth at all times;" yea, from" the Brother born for adversity j "
yea, from the "Friend that sticketh closer than a brother."
You say, dear unknown yet well-known, that our labours (imperfect
as we readily acknowledge them to be) have been signally blessed toyou. The Lord be praised for this. To Himself, and Himself alone,
be all the glory! But now, in return, shall we tell you a secret 'IFrom some two or three attacks made upon us, from sources the
which we might reasonably have least expected, we had fur days
been personally writhing under the feelings above described-much
vexed-greatly annoyed-upon the poi.nt again and again of dipping our
pen in gall, and returning missive for missive. Then, again, there has
been the struggles of self-pity-the "·Why this ~" and the "Whence
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the other ~ " Bllt meanwhile, head-distracted and heart-oppressed,
there has been bondage and captivity; no access at the throne;
no brokenness; no contrition; anything but the Psalmist's so enviable
feeling, in regard to the cllrsing Shimei, "Let him alone, and let him
curse, for the Lord hath bidden him."
But now, dear sister, ,vhat other considerations and personal mental
reasoning and remonstrances have failed to do, your precious epistle,
with its remarkable detailil, by the .Lord's own good: and gracious
hand, has accomplished. Hence we can unhesitatingly affirm that, if
your deep heart-anguish and intense mental exercises have been
attended with no other result, they have been made subservient ill
producing, as already intimated in the line of experience of which
we just now spoke, that bowing before the Lord-that falling at His
footstool-that precious surrender, "Let me fall into the hands of
the Lord, for His mercies are great, and let me not fall into the
hands of man "-a state of soul that no arguments or creature-efforts
could previously produce. Your letter has, instrumentally, been
attended with that meekness and mellowness, that tenderness and
gentleness, which we love to realize, but which we, of ourselves or by
ourselves, can no more awaken or maintain than we could life to the
dead. Oh, no; it is the Lord the Spirit, and He alone, can infuse
these sweet and precious graces in the hearts of such poor, helpless,
wayward, and wanton sinners as we are.
But, further, with respect to your own case, although perfectly in
the dark as we are, in regard to its precise nature or character, this
we say-and that most fearlessly and unhesit.atingly-IT IS OF THE
LORD; and He will not only strengthen and sQSLain you, but, in His
own good time and in His own gracious wa , He will so work-so
make the crooked things straight and the rough places plain- hat all
you will have to do-and this you will deligh in doing-will be to
bless and praise, admire and adore. You will be, as it were, lost in
amazing love, wonder, and astonishment, at His marvellous mercy,
astounding goodness, and wondrous loving-kindness. Meanwhile, bp. it
yours to "stand still and see His salvation," to "be still, and know
that He is God." Yea, in our own homely couplet, as expressed to
you in the piece to which you refer in October last, we would again
8ay" 'Watch and wait, and thou Ehalt see
Wonders wrought, and wrought for thee."

The feeling of which you testify, as being so directly contrary to
that which you had previously realized, makes i the more evident that
what you bad experienced was of the Lord. Can you either continue
or renew that peaceful, submissive, acquiescing state of mind of which
you speak ~ Your present anxiety and discomfort prove the contrary.
You feel your helplessness. You are deeply sensible of your d pendence.
Perhaps you never felt as IWW that to be so true a declaration, "W'ithout
Me ye can do nothing." But mark this-all such personal knowledge
leads, in due time, to the blessed reverse-" Through Christ I can do
all things; for, when I am weak, then am I strong; strong in the
Lord, and in the power of His might." Thus it is, by creature weakness and fleshly failures, the Lord's dear people are brought, little by
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'little, to know the sweetness and the satisfaction of the Psalmist's
testimony, "Blessed is the man whose strength is in Thee."
We may add, moreover, it is possible, as you at. times apprehend,
-that you may have placed a wrong construction upon some of the
,details of the Lord's dealings, as to His ultimate purpose and intention, This, we say, is possible, But of this we are sure, that, should
,such be the case, and should the Lord see fit to open up a very
different state of things to that which you had auticipated, you will
be infinitely better satisfied with the Lord's will and the Lord's way
than you would have been with your own, Moreover, the denial of
<the one and the bestowal of the other will lead to increased admiration
and overwhelming thankfulness and gratitude, as you are led to contemplate the Lord's wisdom, love, and mercy. Of this we have no
more doubt than we have of our now recording the fact. The Lord,
Ttherefore, give you grace to watch and wait--yea, be it yours to
" Abide His pleasure, then;
And, though He tarry, wait;
The promise may be lonb( delayed,
But cannot come too fate."
THE EDITOR.

TO A. D. T.
THE mental depression of which you speak is among the most painful
,of exercises. If there be a goodly measure of animal spirits-to the
exclusion of levity, or a reckless indifference as to how matters in
,general may operate-there is abundallt reason for thankfulness, for no
position can suffice to meet the lack of that cheerful, hopeful bearing
of which we speak. Mental depression gnaws, like a canker-worm, at
,the root of every engagement. A gloom pervades the whole state of
things. Dark, dismal forebodings possess the mind. A portentous
,cloud enshrouds the soul. Scarcely a ray of light is discoverable through
,the mist, but the darkness increases in denseness, that seems but the
harbinger of a hopeless .destruction. "Deep calleth unto deep; all
'Thy waves and Thy billows have gone over me," seems the most fitting
llanguage for so sad and sorrowful a state of things; and at least a
momentary surprise is felt that the Psalmist should have been in such
circumstances as thus to have expressed himself. Hence the "Who
·can tell but similar relief may be given to me as was so mercifully
vouchsafed to him 1 for, in spite of all my dark dreads and apprehen,sions, does not the same Almighty One reign and rule now as in the
:Psalmist's day 1 and, through the 'exercise of the same love and compassion, grace and mercy, could He not as easily and as effectually
. restore my soul, and bring me up out of 'the horrible pit and miry
day, and set my feet upon a rock, and establish my goings,' as in
.days of old 1"
D.
AMONG the wonderful mysteries of the kingdom of God, this is not
-the least-the way in which He makes even those very sins which
.cause shame and sorrow to work together for our spiritual good.
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THE LITTLE CRIPPLE MADE VICTORIOUS THROUGH THE
BLOOD OF THE LAMB.
HAVING long felt convinced that the Lord, in the present day, is
ratifying and confirming His word, "Out of the mouth of babes and
sucklings hast Thou ordained strength," by teaching little children, in
His own loving and gracious way, we gladly insert the annexed just
as it has come to hand. To our own mind, it stands in sweet and:
• blessed contrast to the mere intellectual, pretentious, and sophistical
arguments of the day, as characterizing the superior light, the advanced
intelligence, the more plausible and agreeable way through this world
to an ideal heaven! According to The Clwistian of February 5th, even
a Judge on the Bench -l(. has had the presumption-yea, the consummate ignorance-to say, "I think we could live very well without
religion. We can get on very well without one j for, though the
view of life which science is opening up to us gives us nothing t<>
worship, it gives us an infinite number of things to enjoy. The
world seems to me a very good world, if it would only last. It is full
of pleasant people and curious things."
Moreover, in a lecture recently delivered in Bristol, upon the subject
of evolution, by a clergyman holding a very high and responsible
position as the head master of an extensive college for you h, his.
statements were of such an abstruse, anti-Scrip uraI character, and so
directly opposed to the testimony of the Apostle, "For ye see your
calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble, are called," that, "hilst attemp ing to'
read the lecture in question, such was it", ambiguity, such its complication, such its metaphysical reasoning, as forcibly to remind one of
the caution of the Apostle; "Beware lest any man spoil you through
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tra-dition of men, after the
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ" (Col. ii 8).
Moreover, as we read, or rather glanced at the lecture, we could not
resist the conviction, that it was highly calculated to lead to a rejection of the simple teachings of the law and the testimony, and to
land its hapless adherents in a hopeless scepticism and infidelity.
We repeat, therefore, in contrast to this sad state of things, we
thankfully publish, just as received, the following sweet record of theLord's dealings with an afflicted child. Dear boy! sickly and delicate
as he was, we miss his bright smile and his look of real pleasure,
when from ti.me to time we saw him, on our way to au.cl from theneighbouring schools, or when returning from the Mothers' Monday
Meetings, to which his bereaved and sorrowing parent refers.
Moreover, as another example of that striking contrast to the vain
philosophy of the age of which we have spoken, there are being conveyed to their last resting-place, at the moment of writing, the remains
of a precious mother in Israel. She had attained to her eighty-eighth
year; but, although among the humble and humauly untaught after
the manner of men, she was, at the same time, beautifully and blessedly
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instructed in the things of the kingdom-those which make for our
everlasting peace. Sadly shall we miss from her accustomed corner in
the house of God, to which she would resort at all times and in all
weathers, this dear old saint-this precious mother in Israel.
But now for the simple but touching record of the dear little cripple,
HARRY BUNN, who was called home on the 28th December last, aged
eleven and a half years:-

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I hope you- will not think me negligent in
not letting you have this account before, but I can assure you I have.
not had the strength of mind to sit and write to you before, as the loss
of my dear boy is so great to me.
Dear Harry was left without a father when only one year and eleven
months old. He was born apparently a healthy child, but had whoopingcough when about one year and six months of age, which made him
very weak. When he began to run about, we perceived a slight stooping
in the left side, which became more perceptible as he grew. I took
him to a medical man, and he said it was a curvature of the spine,
and that he was a very weak boy. Not satisfied with that, and having
him very ill, I told a lady about it, who advised me to put him under
homceopathic treatment, and for five months he attended Dr. KENNEDY,
and he said the very same of him as the other doctor. Notwithstanding
all this he grew-sometimes very ill and sometimes better-till at length,
knowing him to be so weakly, I thought I must do my very uttermost
to give him a good education, to enable him, if he lived, to get a livelihood. But, alas! he had not gone to school many weeks before a
little boy, as he was coming from school, ran up to him in play, and
pushed him down on a cellar grating. He fell on his stomach, and,
on trying to get up, fell back on his back, which bruised the spine.
He walked very badly after -that, and was never able to go to school
again.
In a few months after this, there formed an abscess in the left
side, and then I took him to the General Hospital, and he was ordered
to the ward immediately. On the next day, the doctor performed an
. operation on him; and there he laid for five months and a fortnight, and
was never able to sit up in bed once all that time, and was, as the
nurse told me, the greatest comfort she had in the ward, as he
was so patient, and always tried to give her as little trouble as he could.
She said, when he was in great pain, she always sat by his side and
sung to him, and then he would go to sleep. \Vhen they had
their service in the ward, he had not strength to sing himself, but he
would beat time to the others singing. He became quite a favourite
with the doctors, nurses, and patients. I must here add that he had
the very best of attention and the very best food, but the dear
child could not bear the thoughts of mother leaving him. Every time
I went to see him, he wanted to come home. I would ask the
doctor then to satisfy him, when he would tell me he could not be
moved. Then I would tell him, and then he would sometimes cry a
little. But the nurse told me, almost as soon as I was gone, he
would get quite happy again; till at last the time came that the-
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:hospital had to be closed for repairs, and oh, with what joy did I·
go to fetch my dear Harry, although then he could not be brought
!home only on pillows; but, onCe inside of my own home, I pmised
God that we were together again.
And then came the trial how he could. be conveyed to and fro to
rthe temporary hospital. We purchased a basket carriage, and then
he had to have a little bed fixed in that, so that he could be
laid in as straight as we could place him. Only the slightest jerk
.of the wheel made him shake, he was so weak; but then he got
-better, and we were able to dress him. Then there was joy; and, when
lIe could walk the first time on crutches, then with a stick, and then
without anything, I was so thankful, I could scarcely contain myself.
But then another and another abscess formed-two on the spine of
.the back.
And here I will mention, when the first abscess formed On the spine
,of the back, I was very anxious about him. He heard me say to
.a neighbour, I was afraid it would kill him when it broke; and,
.expecting a little one at the same time, I said, "I hope, please
God, I shall keep up till it is broken, so that I can attend him."
But that was not to be. God had arranged other ways for him and
me, so that I was confined. about ten days, when he was carried
upstairs. Calling his sister to him, he said, "Vally, don't tell
mother, because it will frighten her; but my abscess is broke.
I can feel it is-I am so easy;" and, seeing there was something
the matter, as he always slept in my bed-room, I said, "What is it,
my dead" He said, "Never mind, mother. Call dadda, Vally,"
meaning his stepfather, who always dressed his wounds himself. He
,came, and then he whispered, "It is all right." Then he proceeded
.to undress him, and then to bathe it, the dear child-I can seem to
.bear him now-saying, "I am so glad! I am so glad! Now, mother,
I am free from pain, and I shall never, no, ne.er, suffer tha pain over
;again-no, never!"
But, again, as soon as that was over, another, and last of all, one
·on the right side, formed, and was about three months forming.
During the time it was forming, he would sit a the door, and amuse
himself by knitting. When obliged to lay down, he would draw, paint,
,sew, write, or read. He was very fond of reading and writing.
On one occasion, only about three weeks before he died, he was taken
·very ill. I said, "You are very ill, Harry, my darling." He replied,
" Yes; but I shall be better when the weather is finer, mother. You
,know I am always like this in the fall of the year and the springtime."
But now I must tell you, the last abscess broke on a Sunday night, and
for hours before it broke he was in dreadful pain. He said, "I wish
,dadda was home." His father had gone to chapel. He had not said
the words long before his father returned, when he said, "Father,
, before you have your supper, will you bathe my side 1" His fath~r
,said, "I will, my son." As soon as he placed the hot flannel upon It,
it broke, and then the joy of the dear child! He said, "Oh, mother,
.do you know what I have been doing all day to-day 1 " I said,
"Praying, Harry 1" and he said, "Yes; and I prayed, too, that the
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:first hot flannel that was put on my abscess should break it; and it is
true-it is true! God has heard me r He has heard me; and now I
feel that I want to send you all out, everyone, to tell all the world that
God is true."
I said to him, one day, "Do you often pray when you are ia pain,
Harry ~ " He replied, "Yes, mother; I am always praying when I am
in pain, and it soon gets better." To show you how he felt for me if
I were distressed, seeing him suffer so, he would say, "Mother, it is
all over now. The pain has all gone. Now, don't cry any more."
And now to come to the last days of his life. On Christmas Day,
he asked to be carried to his grandfather's house, which is two houses
from m. W"hile there, the other grandchildren of my parents were there,
and deal' Harry asked them, after singing several pieces, to sing, "Shall
we gather at the river ~" and then his dear little voice s::mg loud above
the rest, so that we could he1r it distinctly; and then, "Crown Him
Lord of all ! "
On the next night, we were sitting by his bed-side, and he said,
"Mother, sing 'Rock of Ages';" and then" I am so glad that our Father in heaven
Tells of His love in the Book He has given;"
and then, "Gentle Jesus!" and then, "Now, mother, what they sang
at St. Luke's." I said, "My dear, do you mean" 'Jesus loves me-this I know,
For the Bible tells me so' 'J "
and ho said, "Yes, mother." So we sang it, and the
singing as loud as ever he could, sang the last verse over
then, last of all, he sang three times the following piece,
printed on his funeral card-the last he sung on earth.
the next song in heaven-that was about one o'cloctc in the
Saturday" Now I lay me down to rest;~
Let my lips once more be pressed
To thine own, oh, mother dear!
Now I know the hour is near.
Do not weep, for I can see
Angels watching over me ;
I can hear their voices high,

deal' child,
twice; and
which was
He sang
morning of

" Sweetly calling me-good-bye!
Fold me once more to your breast;
Now· I lay me down to rest.
As far away, as far away,
Where the angels watch and pray.
I shall be for ever blest.
Now I lay me down to rest."

He said. once to me during the day, "Mother, I am very bad
I said, "Yes, my dear, I know you are." He said, "Do
not leave me, mother." I said, "I will not." He said, "All right,'
all right."
He seemed worse, and was'very sick, which I knew was to bring
him to his last. He was conscious all the time; and, to show how
patient he was, I had placed something to catch the sickness, and
he said, "Mother, do not take it away; I may want it again." I said,
"My deal) I will give it to you again, if you want it." 'fhen he said,
"I thought I could save you trouble;" and then he said, "Mother,
to-day is Sunday."
I said, "Yes."
He said, "You take milk for
me to-day. I shall drink milk to-day;" and then, a short time after,
to~day."
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as if he were afraid I should forget it, he said, "Mother, dou't forget I
am going to drink milk to-day ~" I saw such a change in him, and
was crying, and he said, "'Vhat is it, mother ~ " I said, "My dear,
you are dying!" He looked in my face, and ~aid, "Mother, who told
you so ~" I said, "No one has told me; but mother can see by your
face." He said, "I do not feel death, mother, and I do not feel
any different." He then asked me to call his father; and then he said,
"Dadda, it is so dark; will you light the lamp 1" I said, "Harry,
my dear, God will give you light." He said, "Mother, place my pillow,
and let me go to sleep;" and then putting his dear hands, one into .
mine and the other into that of his grandmother, and looking straight
into my face, said, "Come!" And so my darling child passed away.
True, it was not like dying; it was like going to sleep.
And now, to show you how he appreciated any kindness shown him,
a neighbour that was very kind in coming.to see me, and lending a.
helping hand when she saw I wanted it, he would ask for her so
often, and would say, "Mother, I wish Mrs. HUGGINS would come
and sit with me an hour, while you do your work."
He was devotedly attached to yourself, and always watched for your
carriage to go up and down the street, and was always pleased to tell
me if Mrs. WELCHMAN was in it. He was so pleased when she brought
a little bunch of flowers or any little cake. If he could not eat it,
he always said how kind it was, and how he wished he could eat it.
Then there was your curate, who saw him wice. He thought it was
so kind.
I can only remember him once being irritable wi h me, and then he
begged me to forgive him, and said, "~Iy dear, good, kind mother, do
forgive me, and I will never, never speak cross to you any more." It
was so simple, that I had quite forgotten it. I a&'"1lfe him again and
again that I quite forgave him. He got so happy again, and talked
and conversed about subjects far beyond his years.
Many times he talked of you stopping him in he stree, and
giving him strawberries on two occasions when they were ,ery dear.
He was so fond of fruit and flowers that he almos lived on fruit
when it first came in fresh. He often said, "Oh, mo her, I wish I
could not ask for so many things, but I cannot help it. I feel I must
have it."
On one occasion, I remarked to him, "I thought, Harry, you were
going to die, that time you were so ill," when he looked up, although
not able to raise himself in bed, and said, "I did not think so,
mother, for I always had that text before my eyes."
I said, "'Vhat
was that, my dear 1" and he said, so sweetly, "God is our Refuge and
Strength;" and I added, "A very present help in time of trouble."
Many more very pleasant things I could tell you of my dear boy, but
I am afraid I have weariea you already, but trust you will forgive any
mistakes I have made, as I am a poor writer, and hope you will be ab e
ro read it.
.
Thanking you very much for yom sympathy, as well as your help,
believe me ever, with gratitude,
Yours very affectionately,
E. BELLIS.
Bristol, FebruaTy 6th, 1885.
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[Dear reader, what think you of the foregoing 7 Is it not a
precious testimony for God and truth 7 Does it not stand out in
blessed contrast to the vain philosophy and pretentious free-will and
intellectual attainments of the age in which we live 7 How sweet
in simplicity! How rich in child·like teachableness! How striking
an illustration of the blessed Saviour's words, "Except ye be converted,
and become as little children," &c. Oh, for more of that child-like
faith, that entire dependence, that simple looking to, and leaning
upon, Jesus, so remarkably characterizing the practice of this dear
little suffering one! How marked the operations of the faith the
Lord had given in regard to the application of the hot cloths to the
abscess! And who that has had a simple boil even, but has felt the
pain and discomfort whilst the same is gathering 7 What, then, must
have been the anguish of the abscesses under which the dear boy
suffered 7
So far from the bereaved mother having wearied us with her
interesting details, we should have been only too pleased had they
been twice as long. We shall, therefore, gladly hail allY additional
facts which may be brought to her remembrance, for we deem it a
sacred privilege to be permitted to be the medium of presenting such
God-honouring testimonies, in proof of the condescension and compassion
of Him who, in the days of His flesh, said, " Suffer the little children
to come unto Me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom
of heaven."
THE EDITOR.]
DEPTHS, DARKNESS, AND DELIVERANCE.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
. My DEAREST UNCLE,-It has been many times in my thoughts of
late, that I should like to write to you, and, indeed, that I ought to
do so, for I have not forgotten how good and kind you were in
writing to me, when I was in such a terrible state, two, years ago.
Although, at that time, I could neither feel grateful for, nor appreciate,
your letters, believing fully, as I did, that I was a complete hypocrite,
and that you were utterly deluded in thinking of me as a child of
God, yet now, and for many months past, I have felt how truly
sympathizing you were, in trying to comfort me as you did, dear
uncle; and very often I wish I could see you once more, and have
a little talk with you.
It has occurred to me that there may have been some amongst
the readers of the GOSPEL M.A.GAZIXE who, in response to the
appeal you ma.de for special prayer in our behalf, last Dllcember
two years, were led with some degree of feeling to ask the Lord
. to appear for us; and also that there may be some one, even now,
suffering as intensely under the affiicting' hand of God, and the
permitted assaults and power of Satan, as I was then, and peradventure
it is so.
I feel an earnest desire to testify that, though I have sunk as
low as I think it is possible for one to sink, without falling into
hell, and though for many months I lived under a certainty, in my
own mind; of dwelling for ever in the pit of destruction, and was
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without a ray of hope, either for this world or the next, yet I have
been brought through, and that, I trust and hope, by the mighty power
of God.
I do not think it would be possible to exaggerate the intense agony
of my mind when,. after clinging, under my sudden and overpowering afflictions, in desperation to prayer, the terrible conviction suddenly
fastened upon me that all my religion was false. I had for so many
years leaned, as it were, upon prayer that, when that prop was
removed, all stay for my mind was gone, and my temporal troubles
were more than I could or would bear. In that state, Satan seemed to
reign over me, and, instead of feeling a tender conscience and love towards
q-od, all the latent sin of my corrupt nature rose up in force, and
then I was shown, as I had never been shown before, all the sins and
shortcomings of my past life, till at last I was brought to feel that,
if anyone had ev~r been sent to hell, it would be unjust if I did not
go; and I could no more see how I could by any possibility be
saved, than I could see any possibility of living my life over again,
which I longed earnestly to do. My condition was desperate indeed,
accompanied as it was by physical derangement, consequent upon
the peculiar triais I had gone through. It seemed as though, for
the first time in my life, I was brought in 0 real trouble, both as to·
time-things and the things of eternity.
For many years I had, as I thought, been walking in the narrow path,
and had had two or three special times of manifested light; but now all
was'as completely swept away, apparently, as the house upon the sand;
and, whereas I had previously read the Bible as in my favour, I could not.
then read a chapter in it but it condemned ma I quite believed that
Satan, as an angel of light, had deceived me; and so thoroughly did my
fallen nature ride triumphant, that I felt capable of any wickedness, and
could see no difference between myself and Saul or Judas. To li,e'
seemed impossiblfl; and, had Satan gained his end, I should have perished
everlastingly.
.
Though permitted to pass through a dreadful climax, and preserred, as·
I trust now, by the mighty power of God, yet I was s.ill wi hout hope,
and knew not where to look for real religion. The Bible I believed in
to the full, and needed no one to convince me there was a God and a
hell. I felt to walk under the deserved wrath ·of the One, and an a11prevailing fear of living for ever in the 0 her. I was full of carnal
reasonings, and thought that Christian people knew nothing of such
feelings as I was possessed with, but were always Christian-like, and.
fulfilled the precepts without fail. Realizing, as I did, my total incapability of fulfilling them, my despair seemed fixed and immoveable.
Although the Word of God was truly a sword, piercing even to the·
dividing asunder of the thoughts and intents of my heart, I mademyself read it, but never with a grain of softness; and I could only feel,
in reading the Gospels, that Jesus Christ was an austere man. The bitt.er
agony of my religion failing me, as I thought, when the testing-time
came, no one can realize who has not passed through a similar ordeal.
Though restored to a measure of bodily health, I felt no health or rest
for my soul. No oue had spoken more strongly in former days than I
had done of how sad it was to be left to take things in religion fOl-
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granted, or of being healed without being wounded; /ind now this aIr
recoiled on myself, and I felt how mnch I had done so, and that I had!
never "entered by the door into the sheep-fold," but had "climbed up
some other way." I still attended chapel, but more to please othersthan myself.
At length, into this fearful pit and miry clay there' came-so gradually
that at first I would not admit that it had come-a tiny ray of light. The
first tangible help I can remember was Mr. HEM:INGTON'S saying from
the pulpit that he had "such a sense of the power of Christ's blood, he
could believe it could wash away all the sins of the inhabitants of'
London." It took hold of me, and a" \Vho can tell, then, whether even
my black sins could be wa~hed away? " crept into my heart. Then a little
feeling in trying to pray came, and, by degrees, a looking out for something in the sermons I heard, till, at last, I came to that point, "If Thou
wilt, Thou canst make me clean." This was indeed a rift in the cloud
of black despair under which I had laboured for well-nigh twelve months T
and, as this tiny gleam of faith began to work, so I was led to pray and
look up once more to the Lord. I felt it was the Holy Spirit's work
I needed, and was enabled to ask for it ; and then, as the gradual dawnini!:
of the morning light, the work ol' the Lord Jesus Ohrist was opened
to my soul. The reality of His life upon earth was brought home to
me, and not with any sudden revelation, but, as I said before, like the
gradual datwning of day. His marvellous suitability to a poor, bankrupt,
hell-deserving sinner shone upon my soul, and the "IV ord of God, which
had been such a dagger to me, now began to yield the sweetest comfort
and consolation. Just as the brasen serpent was lifted up of old, so the
Lord Jesus was lifted up before the eyes of my mind, and more and
more I was made to hunger and thirst after Him.
About this time, we went to spend a few weeks at Plymouth, and there,
under the ministry of Mr. TRoTMAN, at Corpus Christi Chapel, Stonehouse,
I was strengthened and encouraged. Very sweetly he opened up many
texts from the Word, showing me still more of the precious things contained in the Son of God; and so blessedly was my hope raised upthat many times I have been melted down before the Lord, and
praised Him for the gift of His dear Son, and I have felt, "Lord, I
would rather have 'it thus than some great and sudden deliverance,
and then perhaps be left to fall into ease and self-security."
From that time, there has been no going back; and thougb, having
to struggle daily with a corrupt nature, fears of presumption, and an
irritable temperament, still there is continually a desire to press on, a·
fleeing for refuge to' the Lord Jesus Christ, and a feeling that, if I
perish, I would do so with my eyes unto Him.
Though still feeling how little I know of Him "whom to know is
life eternal," yet I do seem to realize that "in Him are all the treasuresof wisdom and knowledge;" and, at times, my heart goes out in yearning
desires to get nearer to Him, or rather, that He would come to me
through His Word. I find,. to my grief and shame, that my fleshly
nature is as bad as ever, and can indeed feel grateful for the Apostle's
words, "When I would do good, evil is present with me; and how to
perform that which is good I know not." I do feel I would do good,
but am continually proving my powerlessness, and am daily dependent
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upon the grace of God to help me through my life, for the aVfmger ot
blood is behind me, and I must press on to Him who has said, " Ask,
and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and. it shall be
opened unto you."
I can believe now that, though in former days I had much mere headknowledge, and a great deal of sentiment and fleshly zeal, yet that
the desires I had to be taught of the Lord were sincere, and that the
petitions I put up to the Lord to "take me in hand," and to lead me
into the true knowledge of His dear Son, were heard by Him, and
answered in His way, not mine. Feelingly now I can enter into every
line of JOHN NEWTON'S hymn"I asked the Lord that I might
grow
In faith and love and every grace;
Might more of His salvation know,
And seek more earnestly His
face.
"'TjVas He who taught me thus to
pray.
And He, I trust, ha~ answered
prayer;
But it has been in such a way
As almost drove me to despair. *
, I thought that, in some favoured
hour,
At once He'd answer my request,
And, by, His love's constraining
power,
Subdue my sins and give me rest.

" Instead of this, He made me feel
The hidden evils of my heart,
And let the angry powers of hell
Assault my soul in every part.
" Yea, more-with His own hand He
seemed
Intent to aggravate my woe,
Crossed all the fair designs I
schemed,
Blasted my gourd~, and laid me
low.
" 'Lord, why is this l' I trembling
cried;
' Wilt Thou pursue Thy worm to
death?'
, 'Tis in this way,' the Lord replied,
'I answer prayer for grace and
faith.

" 'These inward trials I employ,
From self and sin to se thee free,
And break thy schemes of eartWy joy,
That thou mayst seek thine .All in Me.'"

Truly the Lord has "blasted my gourds and lai me low," and
broken my schemes of earthly joy; and so staggered was I under the
heavy strokes dealt to me, that I never for a moment imagined I
could be brought through. But, the last few months, I have often
thanked God for every stroke, and have felt how good He has been
to take such pains with me. How clearly I have seen the needs-be
for the" fiery trial;" and though, at one time, I seemed completely overwhelmed with the waves and billows, I trust the Lord was (though in
a way hidden from me) overruling all, with a "Thus far shalt thou
go, but no further.."
I am still not given that full revelation of my personal interest in
the Lord Jesus which my soul pants after, but the hope raised up
within me, from seeing that He has wrought out a full and jTee salvation
for poor, otherwise lost sinners, is so precious and so sus'taining that it
is indeed as the bread and water of life to me.
I believe 110 One has rejoiced more than yourself at my deliverance;
,~

In my case it was, "And drove me into black despair."
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and, should you think it well that this account should be laid before
your readers, I trust it may comfort the hearts of some of the Satanbuffeted, tried, and afflicted children of God, to hear Jf the healing
power of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Ohrist' upon one who has been
through fire and through water, and yet is not destroyed, but desires,
however feebly, to testify to the matchless beauty and sufficiency she
has seen in Him.
Yours, with much affection,
B1'ighton, January 21st, 1885.
A. D. T.
COMMENTS UPON THE FOREGOING.

We are thankful, beyond expression, to have received, and to have
the sanction of .the beloved writer to publish, the foregoing letter.
vVe have one further wish in the matter, which is, that we could give
details of the facts as to the marvellous-we had nearly said, miraculous
-manner in which the so sorely tried and tempted one was rescued, as
it were, from the very jaws of destruction. We should indeed love to
testify of it, in actual statement, in order that others might have fresh
proof and evidence beyond all scruple or doubt that the Lord J ehovah
does now, as of old, ratify and confirm the testimony of even the archenemy of souls-" Hast not Thou made an hedge about him, and
about his house, and about all that he hath on every side ~ Thou hast
blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the
land" (Job i. 10). Yea, and, in addition, that the same merciful inj unction has been given as in Job's case, "Behold, he is in thine hand; but
save his life." Blessed be God, there was that limitation, to "save
(her) life," and this, positive and unmistakable facts proved to a demonstration indeed. The tempted one's rescue-her astounding deliverance
i!1 sundry attempts at self-destruction-was most marked, merciful, and
gracious. We can never contemplate it without adoring wonder and
admiration; and numberless times has our soul burst forth in thanksgiving and praise, as we have reflected upon the so loving, tender, and
marvellously interposing hand and sustaining and delivering mercy of
our God.
Moreover, we cannot but again express our gratitude that the Lord has
led our beloved niece to volunteer the above statement. We ascribe it to
the Lord, and the Lord alone, because, as far as our knowledge is concerned, no human persuasion whatever has been brought to bear upon her,
in regard to this matter. It has purely emanated from herself; and we
rejoice in that she has adopted a course so shunned by too many who,
instead of recording the wondrous acts of the Lord, keep His kind and
loving interpositions and so gracious deliverances within their own
breasts. We would especially call the attention of our readers to
what we have said upon this subjec, in a little· 32mo. we have
just published, under the title of "Preachers and Preaching," wherein,
we contend that the notable example of the Psalmist fails to be
adopted, where he says, "Oome and hear, all ye that fear God, and
I will declare unto you what He hath done for my soul." Irad David
lived in our day, he would doubtless have been regarded as a notorious
egotist! His aim in seeking to speak to the praise and glory
of his great and gracious Deliverer would have been deemed an
effort, on his part, to speak of himself-a motive as foreign to his
N
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purpose as it was possible to be.
No, no-a thousand times, no!
The Psalmist struck the key..note, in regard to all the succour, the support,
the deliverances, of which he had been the happy and the so merciful
subject, with his "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name
give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake." The Apostle,
prompted by the. same spirit, in long after day responded wit.h hi "Yet
not I, but the grace of God which was with me."
Personally, we are the subject of another ground of gratitude, in that
our beloved relative has been led to write the foregoing letter.
That
ground of gratitude arises from the hope that it may be the means of
laying her case upon the heart of many a reader, who may be stirred up
thereby to wrestle earnestly and importunately on her behalf at the
mercy-seat. Her case is still a peculiarly afflictive and most touchingly
and tenderly trying one-yea, so much so that many times, in the nightseason especially, we personally agonize with the Lord on her behalf.
,Vithout going further into details, we may venture to state that her
beloved and so devoted husband is grievously afflicted-yea, most sorely
tried-his mind having for years been over-taxed by the weight and care
of a highly responsible position as a bank-manager. What, humanly
speaking, could have entailed greater anxiety than such a position,
especially when the chief customers were closely connected with the
farming interests, which for so long time past have been in so
depressed a state ~ Long before he to whom we allude was compelled to
relinquish his position, we had felt intensely for him, in regard to the
extreme responsibility it entailed upon him. We had been the eyewitness of this responsibility, in our occasional visits to our dear departed
friend, Mr. BENJAMIN OGDEN, for so many year" a bank manager.
In bringing his case before the Lord, we Gannot but beseech and
implore Him to appear on his behalf-that He would be pleased, wi.th
respect to hi.m, to "do His work, His strange work "-and, by His
own omnipotent hand and almighty arm, bring him for h out of a felt
darkness, dreariness, and desolation, into the warmth an gladness of
a precious Gospel-day-yea, into the ligh, life, and liberty of a full
and free discharge from all law-claims-all dark doubts and dismal
fears and forebodings-that so his case, as well as that of hi dear
wife's, may bear upon its face, in the most marked and merciful way,
the precious record, "This is the Lord's Goings, and it is marvellous
in our eyes."
Oh, that snch may be the case j and, as already hinted, we cannot
but entertain the hope that the writing of the forego~ng letter, and
the permission to publish it, may be a lea.ding to this so desirable and
blessed an end.
Should the hearts of any of our dear readers be
stimulated and stirred up by this record-should they, in consequence,
become wrestlers at the mercy-seat-have we not the precious
assurance-yea, the blessed warrant to believe and expect the Lord to
be true in the flllfilment of His promise, "If two of you shall agree
on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done
for them of My Father which is in heaven" ~ (Matt. xviii 19.)
Oannot we appeal to the experience of many of our readers that,
when a certain case or cause has been laid upon their hearts, and,
in spite of all discouragements and dark and gloomy a-spects, they
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have, in spite, moreover, of themselves, and notwithstanding the death
upon the promise, been enabled to persevere, to wrestle, to entreat,
to beseech, to implore; oh, what-what-has been the issue but that
rich, that precious, that most distinguishing mercy, "The kingdom
of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force " ~
The wrestling and importunity of which we speak is not the fleshly
excitement and the creature-impulsiveness so rife in the present day.
By no means. That sacred earnestness-that ardent entreaty-that
supernatural wrestling-for which we are now contending is of a totally
different character. It is that to which the creature, of or by any
fleshly strivings, cannot attain. It is a divine impulse-it is the sacred
breathing of the Holy Ghost in and from that life which He has
implanted and nurtured in the souls of His divinely-quickened ones.
It is as distinct from the flesh as light from darkness; and, where it
exists, it is the blessed precursor-the happy forerunner-':"the pt'ecious
earne3~of succour, deliverance-a blessed liberation from bondage.
darkness, . and death, into glorious light, love, and liberty-for verily
wrestling J acobs must-yea, must-sooner or later, become prevailing
Israels, blessed be God 1
Oh, beloved, we, as creatures, can no more work ourselves up into
these glorious, ardent-" I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me "
-pleas and importunities, than we could arrest the sun in his mid-day
course! No, no! It is all of the Lord, from the Lord, and shall
blessedly lead to the Lord.
Did time and space permit, we should love to follow our dear niece
in comments upon the rich and precious experiences expressed in her
letter. Suffice it, however, to say that the whole bears the impress
of the Divine Hand. Ah!" who teacheth like Him ~,. The matter-ofcourse so-called" religion" of the present day-the" easy-going " state of
things so prevalent in these last delusive and destructive times-the" only
this" and the "only that" of the creature-ah! when all such comes
to be weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, what is it worth ~ One
such assault of the adversary of the many which the writer of the
foregoing letter has been called to encounter would shiver such Babelstructures to atoms ·in the twinkling of an eye! All such sandy foundations would be washed away and completely obliterated by the first
wave of trial or temptation, sickness or SOlTOW, which the Lord might
cause to flow over it.
It is the personal, and only too practical, knowledge of this thlt
causes our dear relative now, by contrast-and a blessed contrast it isto feel that none but the Lord could have sustained in the depths down
into which she has been called to pass; naught but His divine arm
have rescued at this and that perilous crisis; naught but His own
loving, alluring, sweetly-persuasive. voice that could dra,w her to His
blessed feet, and infuse peace-=:peace-precious peace-into her distressed,
distracted, and all but despairing soul.
Oh, that, in the riches of His gra.ce, in the tenderness of His heart,
in the bowels of His compassion, in regard to the so ke\ln trial with.
which she is now so ceaselessly and uninterruptedly familiar, He may say,
as He said, in the days of His flesh, to that poor agonized mother, "Oh,
woman, great is thy faith; be it unto thee eveu as thou wilt."
:N 2
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With respect to the weight and burden of sin, of which the dear
exercised one speaks, and the hope that was enkindled in her heart, by
Mr. HE1IHNGTON'S remarks as to the rich efficacy and power of the
precious blood of Jesus, this is our own personal view of the subject.
Notwithstanding our belief in what is termed a limited or definite
redemption, or, in other words, that the blood of the Lamb was only
intended to atone for the sin and transgression of His eternally chosen
and elect Church and people, we believe that such is the virtue of the
blood shed on Calvary, and so vast its efficacy, that, 7u~d it been accoTd'ing
to the decree, pmpose, or design of Jehovah, that self-same blood were
sufficient to redeem, not merely the entire human race, but likewise to
extinguish the flames of the bottomless pit, and turn Satan himself
and all the hosts of devils into vessels of mercy! This, we repeat, is
our sober view of the virtue, the efficacy, the power, of the blood of
Immanuel! Are we not justified in that belief? Let the Word of the
living God answer the question. Not only do we read the testimony of
Jesus, in His memorable address to His Father, as given in the seventeenth
chapter of John-"Thou hast given Him power over cLllflesh"-but what do
we read, further, in regard to evil spirits ~ What said even His disciples?
"Lord," said they, "even the devils are subject unto us, through Thy
name." Mark that-" through Thy name."
Moreover, could Satan
move without divine permissioc.? Consider the ca e of Job. What
said the evil spirits to Jesus, in the days of His flesh? "Let us alone;
what have we to do with Thee, Thou Jesus of NazaTeth? Art Thou
come to destroy us? I know Thee, who Thou art, the Holy One of
Israel." M oreover, not only did they thus render Him homage, but
were they not compelled to ask His permission before they could enter
into the herd of swine, and destroy them ~ Oh, hen, such being the
case, what ini,quity or transgression could withstand the special application, the precious power, the wondrous healing virtue, of that "blood
which cleanseth from ALL sin" 1
(To be continued.)

CONFLICT At\TD COMFORT.
(Concluded from page 121.)

WHETHER we are interested in the atonement of Christ or not, of one thing
we feel perfectly satisfied, and that is, that every soul whom Christ
has atoned for is eternally free from condemnation, according to that
glorious declaration, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit" (Rom. viii. 1). Moreover, the discovery of our own desperate
wickedness by nature leads us irresistibly to the conclusion that Christ's
atonement must be perfect and entire, wanting nothing, or every sinner
must sink into hell. Such are my own feelings, at times, respecting
these important matters, as that all the arguments in the world to the
~ontrary would not· turn me one inch from my standing-ground. Most
deeply sensible I am of the truth contained in the oft-quoted couplet"I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ is All in alL"
Having previously referred to my peevishness, awful rebellion, haru

Tlte Gospel jJ;IagaZ£1J&.

181

thoughts against God, and the host of evils I frequently feel working
in my depraved heart, without giving the opposite side of the picture,
it may be wondered whether I am always in that conditiOll. So tar from
that is my sta~e sometimes, when in the pulpit, addressing my fellowsinners, as that I feel entire submission to God's will. Blessed with a
broken heart, a child-like spirit, I frequently-yes, frequently, dear
brother-exclaim in substance with Dr. HAWKER" , Abba, Father,' Lord, we call Thee;
Hallowed name from day to day;
'Tis Thy children's right to know
Thee;
None but children' Abba' say.

" By the plan Himself had formed
Ere, like sheep, we wene astray,
'They,' said God, 'shall call Me
., Father" ,
Nor from Me shall turn away.'

"This high privilege we inherit,
First Thy gift, and then Christ's
blood;
God the Spirit to our spirit,
Witnesseth we're sons of God.

" And the richest stores of pardon
God sets forth in Christ His Son,
With the Spirit's grace to guide us,
Safe to bring His children home.

" , Abba's' love first gave us being
'Wnen in Christ, in that vast
plan,
, Abba' chose the Church ill Jesus
Long before the world began.
" Oh, what love the Father bore us !
Oh, how precious in His sight,
When He chose the Church in
JesusJesus, His whole soul's delight!
" Though our nature's fall in Adam
Seemed to shut us out from God,
Thus it was His counsel brought
us
earer still, through Jesus' blood.

" 'Abba, Father' makes all certain,
Both by word, by oath, by blood;
, Abba' saith, 'They are My people;'
And they say, 'The Lord's my
God.'
"Hence, through all our changing
seasons,
Trouble, sorrow, conflict, woe,
Nothing changeth God's affection ;
'Abba's' love will bring us through.
"Soon shall all Thy blood-bought
children
Round Thy throne their anthems
raise,
And, in songs of rich salvation,
Shout to ' Abba' endless praise."

Being blessed with a very retentive memory for anything of a literary
character, poetry especially, I eometimes indulge, when speaking to my
fellow-sinners, in extensive quotations of precious hymns, which seem to
convey my meaning much more forcibly than any words of my own.
I can get no relief from my burdens except in the pulpit-nu sweet
access of any account only in the pulpit. Here my griefs are redressed,
my soul is watered, my hope confirmed, my faith drawn sweetly out
after its only Object--Jesus. Here I forget my poverty, lose sight of
my crosses for a season, "go forth in the dances of them that make
merry," drink freely and abundantly of the old wine of the kingdom, and
soar on the wings of eternal love above the trifling things of this dying
life. Here my bonds are loosed, my head is anointed with Gospel oil, my
feet are shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace, my heart is
most blessedly enlarged, my fears are removed, my cup runneth over with
endless blessings flowing from the fulness of J ehovah-Jesus, my tongue
is as the pen of the ready writer, and I speak of the things I have
Here I
made toucbing the King, in the hearing of poor sinners.
rejoice and shout aloud from the tops of the mountains of unchanging
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provision, purpose, and promise. Here I am sometimes filled with intense
longings after our best Beloved, and anticipate the time when, through
divine mercy, I hope I shall .
"see His face,
And never, never sin;
And, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."
Here I confess unreservedly my sinfulness, and loathe myself in the
sight of Him who has given me "an inheritance among all them that
are sanctified." Here I am made as bold as a lion, fearing not the face
of mortal-caring not one straw about creature opinion, whether it be
in my favour or otherwise-feeling that "Greater is He that is for us
than all they that can be against us." Here I enter most fully into
these words"Careless, myself a dying man,
Happy, my God, if Thou approve,
Of dying men:s esteem;
Though all beside condemn."
Sometimes I go into the pulpit weighted to the very last degree,
my mind as dark as midnight, feeling that I am the most unlikely
creature in the world to be made of any spiritual service to any
poor sinner. Bqt how different my feelings, after I have been there a
short time! Frequently-yea, very frequently-on a Sunday morning,
my soul is most sweetly softened and mellowed by an unexpected
downpour of heavenly Gospel rain. Oh, how I then sound out with
all my powers this glorious, melodious note--" By grace are ye saved,
through faith j and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God j not
of works, lest any man should boast"!
Out of the pulpit, generally, so far as my feelings ar~ concerned, I
am one of the driest, barrenest mortals that ever opened mouth in the
Lord's name j but, in the pulpit, how changed the condition of things
according to my realizations! Hence, while I dread it, I love it j while
1 feel again and again as if I shall have to shut up and run away
from the work, yet I feel an increasing drawing of heart towards the
ministry of God's IVord. Sometimes I feel almost angry with he Lord,
because I have so little time for study and reading.
Of one thing I cannot be justly charged with yet, and tha is, that
my sermons are borrowed from books, for I scarcely ever read anything for the purpose of gathering something for the pnlpitr-indeed,
I have no time hardly for it j and, if I had, I have no inclina ion to
ord of God,
do it. I draw my supplies from three sources-the
the Spirit of God, and my own experience. When these springs dry
up, then I shall lay by preaching, for I am naturally t<JO proud 0
trade with other men's wares. I love to be a.ble to say "We speak
that we do know, and testify that we have seen." I canno do with
anything short of this in spiritual things. A' times I fear the Lord
will withhold the supplies, because of my awful perversi j but oh, my
fears have been scattered to, the winds over and oyer again. Ministerially. I can say, I believe, in all truthfulness" He smiles, and my comforts abound;
His grace as the dew does descend;
And walls of salvation surround
The souls He delights to defend."
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Many times I have testified, "Thou hast known my soul in
.adversities;" for I have felt so poor and needy, in respect of ministerial
qualifications, as that I have thought, "Surely I shall never hold on my
way. I must write here and there, and tell the friends that I have,
after considerable mental anguish and perplexity, come to the conclusion
not to speak any more in the Lord's name until He makes matters
plainer-until He appears to my joy and satisfaction." But when I
have, according to my feelings, got within a step of this, some
unexpected glorious season of light, life, liberty, and power has been
vouchsafed in the pulpit, and I have blessedly realized the truth
of the words, "Naphtali is a hind let loose; he giveth goodly words."
Then, instead of wanting to withdraw from the work, I have felt I
·could live and die proclaiming a full, finished, and eternal salvation
to the lost, the ruined, the helpless, the destitute, the weary and heavyladen. Then I have felt that, if it were the Lord's will, I should
love to forsake every earthly calling, and devote time, talents, and
strength to the work of the ministry. Every breach has been then
healed; every wrong put right; the crooked has been made straight;
.the rough places have been made plain; the glory of the Lord has
been revealed, and my soul has said"Lord, submissive make us go,
Gladly leaving all below;
Only Thou our Leader be,
~d we still will follow Thee."

Dear brother, you can enter into these feelings I know, for your
work, "Credentials, Call, and Claims of the Christian Ministry," bears
iUnmistakable evidence of it. My dear children, five in number, have
put their moneys together, and bought me this work as a birthday
,gift. I am within a few weeks of attaining my fortieth year, my
birthday being the last day of the present month, December.
I was much encouraged, a short time back, in reading dear THORPE
SMITH'S letter, and your reply thereto, contained in the work just spoken
-of. It seems, judging from appearances, as though the Lord were about to
do with me as He did with Mr. SMITH-strip me of everything. 'Vould
.to God, dear brother, I could act upon your advice, as given to Mr.
SMITH in his distress and perplexity! Ah! I sink-I fear-I question
the truth of the Lord's word, "And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
:according to His purpose." During the week, sometimes, I fear I shall
be brought to destruction circumstantially-shall find myself by-and-bye
>:in ·disgrace, and eventually land in gaol, the workhouse, or a lunatic
asylum. On the Sunday, through divine goodness, I rise so completely
.above all surroundings as to say triumphantly, without hesitation,
" Although the fig tree shall not blossom, and there shall be no fruit
,in the vine; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield
no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be
,no herd in the stall; yet" (blessed" yet"!) "I will rejoice in the Lord; I
will joy in the God of my salvation."
How strange, how paradoxical! Up on the Sunday-down on the
Monday! Free from fear one day-full of fear the next! Full one day.empty the next! Playing the part of a coward during the week-bold
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as a lion on the Sunday ! Wanting to run away from the work during
the days of toil-concocting some scheme to leave these shores, and
go to some foreign clime, out of the way altogether-but fearing I
might meet with Jonah's fate if I did attempt it! On the Lord's Day,
saying with' a full heart" We travel through a barren land,
With dangers thick on every hand;
But Jesus guides us through the
vale;
The Christian's hope can never fail.

" Sometimes we're tempted to despair,
But Jesus makes us then His care;
Though numerous foes our souls
assail,
The Christian's hope shall never fail.

" Huge sorrows meet us as we go,
And devils aim our overthrow;
But vile infernals can't prevail;
The Christian's hope shall never
fail.

" We trust upon the sacred ·Word,
The oath and promise of our Lord;
And safely through each tempest sail;
The Christian's hope shall never
fail. "
-GOSPEL MA.GA.ZINE, 1799.

Dear brother, I have given you a little sketch of my circumstances,
internally and externally. At the moment of writing, my wife i&
seriously ill in bed, business is unprecedentedly bad, my fears are
running mountains high, and
"Every day new straits attend;
I wonder where the scene will end."

Pray for me. Your attached, though long-silent, correspondent and
companion in the path of trial,
Foleshill.
JOHN BURTON.
REPLY.

Amid all your manifold exercises, dear brother, one of the keenest you
will be called to encounter, in your ministerial course, is the censure
and reproach of those who appeared, aforetime, to be among the mos
reliable and devoted of friends.
Such, perhaps, upon the least-likely
grounds, and when you were most unsuspecting of any s~ch line of conduct, will adopt a course which you would scarcely imagine an avowed
enemy to pursue. It will have, as it were, a paralyzing effect. You
will be totally at a loss to account for the why and t.he wherefore of
such proceeding.
You will be driven to your mts' end. You will
reproach yourself for your shortsightedness in indulging in what would
seem to prove a misplaced confidence. You will be ready to charge
"all men as liars,': and, for a season, you will resolve to "cease from
man," as being altogether unworthy of the veriest trust or dependence.
But perhaps one of the most painful fea ures of this phase of
experience will be the amount of self-pity that will spring up, and
with which, for a season, you appear unable or unwilling to resist.
Self, in its hideousness and vileness, is for the moment obscured, and
with the self-pity arises, almost imperceptibly, a contention wi h the
Lord as to why such a state of things should be permitted ~ Here, therefore, the soul becomes immersed and entangled in a fresh I:onfl.ict. The
struggle is, as it were, transferred from the creature to the Lord, and
this becomes painful, unsatisfactory, distressing ground indeed. It stands
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in such direct contrast to what we consider was one of the most
enviable states of mind of which the Psalmist was ever the subject, when,
instead of complying with the request of Abishai, that he might" go.
over and take off the head I, of the cursing Shimei, David said, "What
have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah 1 So let him curse, because
the Lord hath said unto him, Curse David. Who shall then say,
. Behold, my son, which
Wherefore hast thou done so 1
came forth of my bowels, seeketh my life: how much more now may
this Benjamite do it 1 Let him alone, and let him curse; for the Lord
hath bidden him."
Thus brought down into a blessed surrender to the Lord's will and
purpose, what follows but a precious plea 1 An earnest, but, at the
same time, a submissive prayer, springs forth from this blessed submission-" It may be that the Lord will look on mine affliction, and
that the Lord will requite me good for his cursing this day" (2 Sam.
xVi. 12).
We repeat, we c!lUsider that David, at this juncture, and in these otherwise painful circumstances, was in the most enviable state of any during
his eventful career. What, however, gave him, or any similarly tried and
exercised in common with him, so practical an insight into what his
Lord and their Lord was Personally called, in the days of His flesh, to·
encounter 1 Oh, mark the words to which the Psalmist, as a prophet,
gave utterance, and which, ages after, were so strictly the experience
of his blessed Lord and Master-" But I am a worm, and no man; a
reproach of men, and despised of the people. All they that see me
laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,
He trusted on the Lord that He would deliver him: let Him deliver
him, seeing he delighted in Him" (Psa. xxii. 6-8).
Well, dear brother, this we would add-lead you as the Lord may,
and try you by whom or by whatsoever means He may, all will encl'
well j and you will bless, praise, and adore Him for every crook and
cross with which He may have seen fit to exercise you. Deep and
painful, sad and sorrowful, as may be _your varied exercises whilst
passing through them, how sweet, how sacred, how unspeakably
precious and satisfactory, will be your soul-solace and supernatural
enjoyment when the Lord's" afterward" shall have been reached-yea,.
when "the end of the Lord" concerning you shall have been opened
up and revealed! Like the dear patriarch, when, after his heart-fainting
and his inability to believe, he saw the waggons which Joseph had
sent to fetch him to himself and his new home in Goshen, he cries,
'I It is enough j J oseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before
I die j " so you, dear brother, in the issue, and in the retrospect of the
path, will exclaim, in all the fulness and gratitude of your heart, "He,
hath done all things well j" " ow, Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation. "
There is one hint, dear brother, which we would, in all affection,
give you. W4ilst we would -say, Beware, on the one hand, of anti-cipating, or being beforehand with the Lord, in regard to closing the
door which, in a business point of view, He may have opened, and
by means of which He hath thus far nourished and supported YOll.
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'and yours; on the other hand, we would urge you to beware, likewise, of seeking to forestall the Lord with respect to prospective
provision, in connection ",ith the sphere of labour He may see fit to
Qpen on your behalf in His vineyard. We will explain what we
mean by simple facts.
A short time since, we were met in the streets of J3ristol by a
business man-one who had long been connected with an old-established journal. Speaking of a work of a similar character, said he,
"'When you left business, did you retain an interest in the concern 1"
"Oh, no," was the reply; and, without going into details with
him, we at once thought, "And glad indeed am I that I did not.
That w~uld have been a practical mistrust in the goodness and allsufficiency of Him at whose bidding I went forth to labour." More<lver, we had told the Lord, upon one sacred spot and upon an
ever-memorabie occasion, whilst at the very time immersed in the
weight and care and responsibility of business, that, if it pleased His
blessed Majesty to make the way clear, we could and we would go
forth, without any human prospect whatever, but would trust ourselves
and all appertaining to us, to provide as should seem good in His
sight. Whether He has recognized and honoured the faith thus given,
results must testify. In a word, we can truly say, we have lacked
nothing.
According to His gracious promise, "our bread has been
given us, and our waters have been sure." "Ve are bound to declare,
to the praise and glory of His own great name, that "not one thing
hath failed of all the good things that He promised. All have come
to pass, and not one thing hath failed thereof."
But now for a directly contrary case. Many years ago, we knew one
who appeared to have the work of God most deeply laid upon his
heart. He was a studious, well-read man; and, although he had been a
most successful merchant, he seemed prepared personally to forego all
human advantages, in order to be solely engaged in the Lord's yineyard.
He obtained ordination, and was appointed to the sole charge of a
small country parish. But here was his mistake. Instead of an entire
withdrawal from the businbss in which he had been engaged, for the
sake of his eldest boy, who had yet scarcely entered upon his teens, he
sought to retain a certain interest in the concern with which he had
been connected. Some may say, this was but prudent, in a parental
point of view. We, on the contrary, believe it was an act of the
creature-the promptings of a fleshly wisdom-a piece of human policy
-in which the actor was seeking to forestall the Lord, and marking out
a course for the divine procedure. . What was the consequence 1 The
person in question left the ministry, intentionally for a season only, in
Qrder to return to the sphere he had apparently surrendered; but, alas .
to the best of our knowledge, never again to be occupied in the work
the which he professed so to love. He" sowed to the flesh, and of the
flesh he reaped corruption." He was a very wise and a very far-seeing
man in his day-that is, apparently and according to creature estimatebut never do we rememb.er to have seen a more complete or disastrous
failure, in a spiritual point of view. We casually met the person of
whom we speak some years ago, and not easily shall we forget his
<:restfallen and painfully abject condition.
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Oh, no, dear brother! Whensoever it shall please the Lord to open
wide the door, and say, "This is the way; walk ye in it," be it yours to
"go forward," leaving self, and all appertaining thereto, in His blessed
hands. Our favourite couplet for many years has been-and we have, in
its intensity, proved its truthfulness" Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."

Be it ours, dear brother, ever to remember the Apostle Paul's declaration to his son Timothy-" No man that warreth entangleth himself
with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen
him to be a soldier" (2 Tim. ii. 4).
THE EDITOR.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

"

DOUBTLESS we have before stated that, in the early part of our
ministry, we had much to do with the military. There was one special
service in the church, on the Sunday morning, for soldiers only. Moreover, the services in the convalescent ward at the military hospital
have ever left a grateful remembrance upon our mind. We have every
hope that a divine blessing rested upon these service8. Some of the
interviews with the sick men, and their testimony, have never been
forgotten. Moreover, our ten to eleven years' sojourn on the coast of
Waterford, and our frequent crossings to and fro of the Irish Channel,
awakened an equally special interest on behalf of our sailors. What
thankfulness have we witnessed, upon the part both of soldiers and
sailors, when a spirit of inquiry into their position and circumstances
has been shown! In what a special way has this been manifested
when, after conversation, a publication, tract, or booklet has been given
them!
There have, however, been scenes of a very different character to
those we have named-it is the departure of troops for foreign service.
IVhat we witnessed in this respect, on board the troop-ships, upon their
leaving Portsmouth last year, we shall not easily forget. The parting
scenes between husband and wife, parent and children, friend and
friend, were most touching. Those scenes, for acuteness, however, are
far, far exceeded at the present most critical juncture of our nation.
Under the circumstances of which we have spoken, there was not
nearly the probability of being engaged in actual warfare that there is
now. All that embark now are morally certain to have to take an
active part in the deadly strife that is now raging; and, when we
contemplate the many of our countrymen that have already fallen
during the present war, it is but reasonable to expect that a very large
proportion of those who now leave the British shores will never see
dear old England again. The departure, without doubt, of the majority
is final! It is, to say the least, a painful and a most solemn reflection.
The extreme probability. of the non-return of the great mass of those
who, at the present time, are thus going forth, may be based upon the
fact of the many and the malignant enemies they have to encounter;
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the unhealthy season that awaits them; the difficulties and dangers of
transit. Independent of this, our soldiers are going to meet, in all
probability, a foe outnumbering themselves by a very large proportionperhaps by three to one-a foe fighting on his own ground, and well
seasoned, both as to clime and time of year; a foe, moreover, most
malignant in spirit, stimulated by past successes, and under the influence
of most deceptive and diabolical ideas. All these are tremendous odds
for our soldiers to grapple with. Moreover, as regards the public acknowledgment of Him who hath all nations under His control, and a widespread humbling of ourselves before Him, and pleading on behalf of
those who are about to be engaged, or are so engaged at the' present,
there is a lamentable absence of any such becoming recognition
of the )!fost High and His divine control. In addition to this,
there is our own internal disaffection; the widespread depression
in trade; the jealousy and lack of sympathy upon the part of other
countries.
Thus, in a general point of view, the present aspect of matters is
serious in the extreme. Hence, we repeat that those who are about to
go forth and take so personal and active a part in the present dangerous
and deadly struggle, are entitled to our deepest and most practical
sympathies.
As we have contemplated our countrymen thus leaving their native
shores, how forcibly have we been reminded of a book we remember
reading, some fifty to sixty years ago! It was a series of letters. The
writer, on his outward voyage, was so impressed with the conviction
that he should never return, but that he should be among those who
were called hence, that he dated all his letters from" ETERNITY! " It
was It noteworthy fact; and a moment's consideration will remind us
of how strictly applicable to numbers-yell, to multitudes-that are now
bidding us good-bye-aye, a last and a long adieu!
Oh, who can see the many noble fellows who so willingly step Oil
shipboard, and who, from' the bulwarks, port-hole~, shrouds, or maintop, wave their last farewell, but ,must feel-and that most deeply to
-both for them and theirs ~ If the ambitious NAPOLEON cried, ,. What
a pity! " as he gazed on our noble troops, upon the plains or \\alerloo,
and thought of the havoc about 'to be made among them, by sword
and bullet, shot and shell, what shall we say of our own countTymenthe cream of our army-about to be steeped in human gore? Oh, he
ravages of war! Surely, if Satan exults at one perio more than
another, it is when "nation rises against nation, and kinadom aaainst
kingdom"! And how, on the contrary, does it make on long for he
time when "the kingdoms of this world shall become the kina oms
of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign or e,er and
ever"! (Rev. xi. 15.)
Under the circumstances to which we have ad,erted i doe' afford us
real pleasure and satisfaetion when we hear, a, for insLance, in the
annexed letter (and we receive many such), stating how the L rd has
been pleased to bless that which, from time 0 time, He ha enabled
us to write. The use which, in this respect, He has conde cendingly
made of the book, "",Valks and Talks with J eaus," is indeed most
grateful to our heart.. ",Ve w-Iuld, if we could, place a copy in the

Tlte Gospel Magazi1te.

189

hands of every. poor soldier, as he goes forth upon his so critical and
THE EDITOR.
hazardous a mission.
Stanley Lodge, BW'goyne Road, Southsea, Feb1"U[wy 15th, 1885.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR FRIEND,-The very large despatch of troops to Egypt has
ta:xed all our resources to supply the expedition with reading. Already
we have furnished it with fifteen hundredweight of sound literature,
and funds are now much needed to purchase other suitable matter for
those brave men who have gone forth to the seat of war. A number
of transport vessels have been provided with parcels of reading,
for the use of the soldiers and sailors on passage out to Egypt; and
Commissary-General MOLONY has very kindly forwarded to Alexandria
and Suakim, free of any charge for freight, two large cases of books
and papers for the army and navy in that country. " Walks and
Talks with Jesus" have come in nicely for the patients in hospital, and
Old Jonathan, and other similar papers, are welcomed everywhere.
Hundreds of Scripture portions, scrap-books, and thousands of periodicals
have been sent away.
The distribution of so much precious truth
is not only a sympathizing link with our army and navy, but doing
what the Word of God has promised to own and bless.
Our troops in South Africa are also having a rough time of it, under
Sir CHARLES WARREN. Very serious fighting is expected in the T!ansvaal.
The following letter, from a sergeant of the Royal Artillery stationed
there, will be read with deep interest, as it shows how quietly and
unobservedly God blesses this Mission;"DEAR SIR,-Whilst stationed in Devonport, I made the acquaintance
of your friend, Mr. H--; and, on my departure from there with my
battery, 1-1, South Irish Division, Royal Artillery (ordered out here for
the Bechuanaland Expedition), he gave me some numbers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, which he informed me came from you, and they have been
the means, under God's hand, of being such a great blessing to myself and
oQthers of my comrades to whom I lent them, that I write to thank
you very earnestly for them; and I pray that our deal' Father in
heaven will bless and reward you abundantly, for, as you are
aware, sir, it is very hard to get anything now-a-days to strengthen
and build up God's people. I must say, next to God's own blessed
Word, I never received so much comiort from any books as I did from
them, on the voyage out here.
" Part of my battery have gone up to the front; the others, including
myself, are stationed in the Castle, Cape Town, as a reserve, as we cannot
tell yet whether there will be any fighting or not. But there will be
the same great God with us as in days of old, who led His own children
to victory; and, if we have Him for us, who can be against us 7 Nay;
but we shall come off 'more than conquerors, through Him who loved
us, and washed us in His own blood.' May He ever keep, bless,
strengthen, and preserve you, 8ir, to His honour and glory."
It rejoices our heart to know that God is raising up a noble band
of faithful labourers in the army and navy.
These men, stationed
as they are in all parts of the world, and who look to us for a regular
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supply of reading, afford us very excellent fields 101' "sowing beside·
all waters."
, The following letters, from missionaries labouring in large and different
garrison towns, will show the felt need and great usefulness of this
Mission :"My DEAR MR. BRIDER,-Many thanks for your parcel of tracts,
&c. I shall make good use of them amongst the military here, as there
are some who know the truth, as taught by the Spirit of God. I
have the pleasure of knowing, by blessed e.xperience, the doctrines of
grace, as taught in, or laid down in, your parcel. How few know them!
I have, I am thankful to say, been brought up under a ministry where
they have been declared and ble"sed through fifty years, by Dr. ALFRED
HEWLETT, of Astley, near Manchester. I have also read the writings
of Dr. DOUDNEY. I wish there were more of such servants of Ohrist.
" I should be glad if you could manage me a parcel in about a month.
I shan have two thousand Militia up then, and I endeavour to see every
man amongst them during the training. Beside the l'egular rebiment,
there is a great gathering of Volunteers from all the county in the
spring, so I have grand opportunities of distributing the way of
salvation. Your" is a good work, for which I pray the Good Shepherd t(}
bless you."
"My DEAR SIR,-Thank you very much for your kind box of books.
I shall make every possible use of them. ::ily opportunilies are large.
There is a large number of soldiers in this garrison.
H is very
encouraging to see the Word blessed in this infidel, cold age. I have
several among the non-commissioned officers very decided hristians.
We have often little meetings together, to talk of he hope that is
in us. I am glad to say that I get along very well amongst the
soldiers. There is not the opposition to contend against now hat I first
met with.
"Hoping that every blessing will attend your labour of love," 'c.
"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I h:we to thank you most sincerely for the
very large parcel of tracts, little books, magazines, -c., for the u~e of
the soldiers quartered here in this large garrison. I prize he papers
much, on account of their Protestant and EvanO'elical character. Thi"
garrison cons~sts of about two thousand men, and I need scarcely say
that my supplies would be indeed small and inadequate, if I had not
you to look to in this good. work. I cannot say how welcome your
parcel was when it came to hand. The young men in hospital, about
seventy, eagerly devoured them. For my own part, I would never
distribute papers among the men unless they weTe sound.
"Thanking you most sinceTely fOT your great kindness," &c.
With this disastrous war facing us, with all its solemn realities, let
us do all we can to show our practical sympathy with the poor
fenows who will have to suffer, bleed, and die, in the cause of dear
old England. I do ask your readers very earnestly to supply me with
fresh funds for this noble purpose. Oheques and Postal Orders, however small, will be most gratefully received at my address, Old Gaol
Ohapel, Salisbury.
Yours sincerely,
February 14th, 1885.
OHARLES BRIDER.
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GREETINGS FROM SHIPBOARD.
[The annexed letter reminded us of the fact that two of our former
'parishioners, belonging to the coast-guard service in Ireland-both
men of God-were called to their eternal rest while stationed on board
the Duke of Wellington, as she lay in the Baltic, during the Orime::tll
War. Their memories are dear to us at this distant day. We rejoice
in such testimonies as that contained in this letter, and we pray that
all that special grac!J and supernatural strength which such· position
requires may be vouchsafed to those who, in the unerring providence
of God, are placed in such sphere.-ED.J

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAJ;t DR. DOUDNEy,-Although I am a stranger to you personally,
I am, I trust, through the Lord's mercy, a member of the· same
household j and I have several times heard you, with much refreshment,
at the Oircus Church j and, when away from the public means of
grace, have received much encouragement and sweet food by means
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and Old Joncdhan.
Dear sir, my object in writing to you is this.
My dear father,
who also is one of the Lord's chosen ones, when I was away in
foreign lands; USE>d, in his letters, to send me some verses which he
composed himself, and which often were of great comfort and pleasure
to me. I have taken the liberty of sending you a copy of some
(which he composed and sent to me), with the hope that, if you think
it worthy of a place in the Old Jonathcm, you would have it
put ill.
Dear sir, I am a petty officer in the Royal Navy, and at present
stationed in H.M.S. Duke of Wellington. I have, about eighteen months.
ago, returned from foreign service, after seeing some hard service in
Egypt; and, although not of a very strong constitution, was mercifully
preserved from the shafts of the enemy and from any violent illness.
Truly I can testify of the Lord's goodness to me in providence, and
especially in grace. As the hymn says" Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room,
While thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?
" 'Twas the same love that spread the feast
That sweetly forced me in ;
Else I had still refused to taste,
And perished in my sin."

Dear sir, trusting the dear Lord will preserve you long in health,
and give you every grace and blessing, to enable you to minister to.
His sc;attered flock, for His dear name's sake, is the prayer of,
Yours affectionately in the faith,
H.M.SJ "Duke ~f J!J7ellington," Portsmouth,
WILLIAM BROAD.
Feb·.,.ua1·y 4th, 1885.
p.S.-I he Old Jonathan is read by mell of all classes on board our
ships.
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A Short Account of the Convict Daniel .Mann, wlw was executed at Kingston,
Canada, December, 1870. New editio~. Liverpool: British Gospel
Book Association.
FOR proof of what the Lord can do, in subduing, in teaching, in
training, in making meet for His kingdom and glory, this little book
exceeds all we ever remember to have met. . The marvellous light ~hat
broke in upon the poor culprit's previously dark and benighted mind;
the power of the Wm'd, THE WORD; his astonishing insight into it, and
firm grasp of it; his apprehension of Christ; his access at the mercyseat; his wondrous growth in grace; his love of souls ; his longing for
home, and to see Jesus as He is; his perfect triumph over the last
-enemy-all-all-so bespeak the richness, the fulness, the freeness, and
the sovereignty of grace, as to fill- us with wonder, gratitude, and
.adoration. Oh, what a levelling of the creature is here given; ·what a
complete setting aside, and treating as of naught, the assumption and the
-arrogance of such as dare deem themselves essential helps and indispensable instruments in the work of the Lord! In a word, it is a
most blessed, Christ-exalting, God-glorifying narrative, putting the
-creature where he ought to be, namely, in the very dust, in order that
the Lord Jehovah alone may be exalted.
Given, not Taken. Sick Chambers. Oxford:
J. C. Pembrey.
THE above are additions to the series of·" Tracts for the People," from
the pen of the author of "Nothing to Pay"-a tract singularly owned
{)f God, and which was first published through the medium of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.. To the observant, and not merely casual, reader, a
!leading feature in these tracts is the total absence of the flesh-pleasing
practices of the day. There is not the veriest approach to compromise,
nor the semblance of plausibility, but an honest, straightforward dealing
with the heart and conscience. They must be blessed.
The Workhouse Chaplain.

The Christian Sabbath. A Sermon by PHILIP REYNOLDS, Providence
Chapel, Islington.-A sermon clearly showing that the observance of a
seventh day is not upon the ground of a merely legal duty, but as a
,~acred privilege.

To Thee, 0 Lord, do I come. Thy word concerning me must
:stand; upon Thee will I wait. If Thou hast no. delight in me, I
must perish. Other remedies, I .know, are vain. I intend not to
spend my strength for that which is not bread. Unto Thee, 0 Lord,
-do I cry.-Owen.
A lIiARTYR was asked whether he did not love his wife and children,
who stood weeping by him. " Love them ~ " said he; "yes! If all the
world were gold, and at my disposal, I would give it all for the
satisfaction of living with them, though it were in prison; yet, in
eomparison with Christ, I love them not."
-
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