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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of Goc1."-2 COR. i. 4.

OUR SEVENTY-FIFTH MILESTONE.
"And tlwu shalt remember all the way which the Lorel thy Gael leel thee
these forty years in the wilelerness, to humble thee, and to prove thee. to
know what was in thine heart, whether thou woulelest keep His commcmelments, or no."-DEUTERONO:M:Y viii. 2.

our life be spared till the eighth of the present month,
we shall have reached our seventy-fifth milestone! We are, as it
were, lost in wonder and amazement, as we contemplate the fact.
We are the more astounded when we remember the various ailments of which, as a child, we were the subject. It was supposed
they would close our earthly career at a very early stage. There
appeared to be every symptom that we should speedqy follow a
dear sister, two years our senior, inasmuch as we had been laid
After many months of extreme delicacy,
low by scarlet fever.
that so fatal malady ended in her removal from this vale of tears.
Again, a few years afterwards, a severe cold, under which for a
year or two we laboured, many as well as ourselves thought would
issue in consumption, and shorten our days. However, the sequel
proved that" the Lord's thoughts are not our thoughts, DOl' are His
ways our ways." Men are "immortal till their work is done";
and well indeed did the poet say-SHOULD

" Plagues and deaths around us fly ;
Till He bids we cannot die;
Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit."

The mind of one who has completed his seventy-five years in
such a world of sickness and death as that in which our lot is cast,
must be cold and callous indeed if he fails to consider the fact of
the few early acquaintances who have kept pace with, and accompanied such an one throughout his lengthened pilgrimage. The
average of human life falls far short of even half that period.
Moreover, when we reflect upon the numberless accidents to which
K
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we are daily exposed, to say nothing of the equally numberless
maladies to which we are liable, the prolongation and preservation
of life becomes the more marked and mysterious.
Again, how truthful was the testimony of the. immortal Dr.
WATTS-'

" Our life contains a thousand strings,
And dies if one be gone ;
Strange that a harp of thousand strings
Should keep in tune so long."

The late beloved WILLIAM ROMAINE used to say, "If men in
general knew the construction of even the foot, they would be
afraid to take a step." We freely acknowledge that, since, by one
momentary twist of the foot, whilst simply walking, some eighteen
to nineteen years ago, we dislocated the ankle and toes, we have
evcr since shrank from the veriest attempt at running or jumping;
and yet how commonly do we see persons hastening to the train
or otherwise, and not unfrequently to their own personal injury, or
even sudden death!
The consideration of these facts may well lead us to ascribe
our preservation to the watchful eye, tender care, and boundless
mercy and goodness of Him "in whom we live, and move, and
have our being." Yes, to this great cause, and this alone, is due
our continuance in a state of things so fraught with danger---2.
yea, with countless besetments, entanglements, and destruction.
We would especially appeal to the aged of our readers as to
the fact we have stated, with respect to the few-the very few-of
their early associates and acquaintances who are still living. The
almost universal reply to the inquiry would be, that such had" gone
the way of all the earth." Oh, then, how does it behove us to
acknowledge that great and merciful Hand by which we have been
preserved, and to exclaim, with the Psalmist, "Bless the Lord, 0
my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless
the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits: who forgiveth
all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; who redeemeth
thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with loving"kindness
and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so
that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's" (Psa. ciii. 1-5).
To the spiritually-taught· and divinely-quickened reader, this
precious portion will lead to a still deeper consideration, and that
is, the marvellous patience, wondrous forbearallce, and astounding
long-suffering of the Lord our God. Most sure we are that, the
longer we live, if we know some little of ourselves, and are in some
measure sensible of the Lord's goodness and mercy, the more shall
we be, as it were, lost in amazement in the contemplation of divine
compassion, tenderness, and mercy. We are most thoroughly at a
point in regard to this view of matters. Naught can in the least
f:.ffect us in this respect, or move us from the steadfast conviction of
this fact. For many years we have freely endorsed the statement-
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" And are we, wretches, yet alive?
And do we still rebel?
'Tis boundless-'tis amazing love,
That bears us up from helL"

Now, so far from hesitating about the adoption of such language,
as being too degrading for human nature, we will not attempt to
disgui~e the fact that, the longer we live, and the more we see of
our own baseness and bankruptcy, in a spiritual sense, the more
€mphatically do we respond to so true and Scriptural, although
creature-humbling, testimony.
But how precious is the thought, under the circumstances, of
that ceaseless, uninterrupted, and never-failing bestowment of all
needed gmce and mercy from the Fountain-Head of all blessedness,
in order to meet the ever-recurring necessities which our condition,
as the fallen sons and daughters of Adam, presents! Hence, believing reader, the preciousness of the declaration-" Who forgiveth all
our iniquities; who healeth all our diseases; who redeemeth our
life from destruction; who satisfieth our mouth with good things;
who crowneth us with loving-kindness and tender mercies." It is,
observe, a pre.sent benefit-an every-day and all-the-day blessing.
It is the continuous and uninterrupted bestowment of all needed
good. It is so large and comprehensive in its nature and development. It is so complete a meeting of the every real want and
necessity. In a word, it is so God-like! It is so worthy of Him
who "delighteth in mercy," and who" waits to be gracious "-yea,
who is perpetually seated upon a throne of grace, waiting and
willing to receive all comers.
Reader, as a poor, vile, worthless worm, we do feel the sweetness,
the savour, the satisfaction of this state of things, at the moment
of writing. We cannot tell you what we feel-words would fail in
the veriest attempt-at having so long and so perpetually drawn
from the Fountain of all blessedness, and yet compelled, in the
same necessitous and destitute condition, to resort for further aid
and help, day by day-yea, moment upon moment-never, no, not for
a day nor an hour, getting beyond the honest admission, "I am
poor and needy," but still permitted, of His long-suffering and
mercy, to add, "yet the Lord thinketh upon me."
Well, reader, we may as well at once candidly confess that,
whatever may have been our thoughts or anticipations in the past,
we are brought now to the conclusion that we shall never get
beyond this fi.'ank and truthful statement. From our inmost soul
we believe that the daily discoveries of our naturally helpless and
undone condition will be such-and that, too, up to the last moment
of our earthly existence-that we shall never be able to adopt other
or higher language than "I am-not)imply was, but am-poor and
needy." At the same time, we pray that the openings of His
grace, the developments of His mercy, and the unfoldings of His
tender compassion, will be such as that, according to our everK 2

132

The Gospel Magazine.

recurring necessity, we may be able, as before stated, to add, "yet the
Lord thiuketh upon me." Yea, more, that we may, at the same time,
have such an insight into His loving, gracious, Fatherly character,
as to lay claim to that blessed revelation of Himself, "I know
the thoughts which I think towards you, thoughts of peace, and
not of evil, to give thee an expected end." God, of His great
mercy and loving tenderness, grant this, and then we know all will
be well. Oome life or come death, we shall then have a divine
warrant indeed for exclaiming, "I know whom I have believed, and
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed
unto Him against that day."
In contemplating the portion at the head of this paper, dear
reader, we will (as the Lord the Spirit may enable) look at it iD
a three-fold aspect-past, present, and future-and, under these three
several headings, we propose to introduce three charaoters-the
patriarch J aoob, the Psalmist, and the Apostle Paul.
Now, with respect to the past, that was a touching scene in the
history of the patriarch when, brought by his son J oseph before
Pharaoh, the latter said to him, "How old art thou?" His
answer was a memorable one, and furnishes a humbling, but only
too true a pioture of human life; and this will appear the more
marked when all the circumstances of the patriarch's eventful
history are taken into account. Brought forth as he was from
such obscurity, led about hither and thither, protected and preserved, so that, as he expressed himself upon one memorable
occasion, "I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and
of all the truth, which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant; for
u'ith my staff I pas8fCl over this Jordan; and now I am become t1W
bands;" yet, in the face of these facts, what do we read in regard
to his answer to Pharaoh? "And J aoob said unto Pharaoh, The
days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty
years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life been,
and have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of
my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage" (Gen. xlvii. 9).
Now, what in itself could more clearly bespeak the utter failure
of all human things to satisfy the cravings or the real wants and
necessities of an immortal soul? When first at Bethel, a lone
wanderer from his father's house, could J acob have foreseen his
now exact position, with his wives, his children, his flocks and
herds, most natural would it have been for him to conclude
that, under such circumstances, he could exclaim, "I have all,
and abound!" In fact, he did express himself to this effect
when he said to Esau, his brother, ,. Take, I pray thee, my
blessing that is brought to thee; because God hath dealt graciously
with me, and because I have enough." But surely, if ever there
were a period in the patriarch's career when (humanly speaking)
he might be proud, it was after J oseph had not only been
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restored to him, but when raised to a position only one remove
from being sovereign and absolute ruler over the vast dominions
of Egypt. What had been the joyous tidings of his sons, upon
their return from their errand to "buy a little food"? 'I J oseph
is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt."
How different, however, was the state of mind of the patriarch
when presented by J oseph to Pharaoh! How deeply sensible was
he that there was not the veriest ground for the indulgence of
fleshly pride or creature boast! By no means. A ko.owledge of
himself, an ever-constant developing of his· fallen condition as a
poor bankrupt sinner, and the ceaseless way and manner in which
poor human nature would show itself, in its ten thousand proofs
and evidences of sinfulness and corruption-:tll this was too deeply
engraven upon the patriarch's heart, upon the ground of actual,
positive, unmistakable proof and experience, to admit' of the indulgence of so much as a vain thought, or the veriest particle of
self-love or Pharisaic pride. Hence the promptitude and unqualified
nature of his reply to Pharaoh's question, "How old art thou.? " H The days of
the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and
thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life
been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the life
of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage."
Mark the language, dear reader-"few and evil have tile days of
the years of my life been." What a striking at the very root of
all creature satisfaction! How unquestionable the fact of all and
everything of earth being stamped with "Vanity of vanities,
15aith the preacher, all is vanity," especially under the circumstances
to which we have just adverted-the patriarch nourished in his
declining years by his long-lost son, now so prominent a personage!
And depend upon it, dear reader, the same phase of human
life holds good in all its varied and diversified particulars. R%ised
from whatsoever position we may have been, and to whatsoever
position it may please the Most High we should attain, yet,
looking at matters in a true spiritual light, and contemplating
the every phase and feature of human life, if divinely and
savingly taught, we shall exclaim, with the wise man, ,; Vanity
of vanities! " and with the dear old patriarch, "Few and evil have
the days of the years of my life been!" Yes, yes, a thousand
times yes!
But oh, the goodness of God in spite of all! Dear reader,
we are obliged to pause here, in order to testify to a fact
which we more and more personally realize. It is, that we are
increasingly astounded as we are led to retrace the pathway,
and to contemplate the [j,boundings of rich mercy, boundless
love, infinite wisdom, marvellous forbearance and long-suffering,
&s well as omnipotent power, that have marked the course
of the Lord's dealings in connection with our earthly pil-
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grimage. In very deed we seem to feel it yet more and more
every day we live. We are positively lost, as it were, in adoring
wonder and amazement as we consider all that the Lord has
been and all that He has done, and the more especially as we
contemplate His patience, His forbearance, His forgiving love.
Never did we seem to see as now what infinite love and
boundless goodness and mercy were in exercise when the
Lord thwarted our purposes, and baffled our efforts, in this,
that, and the other respect. The vexation and the hard thoughts
of our best Friend, and the consequent rebellion at thus being
defeated, were such, even in our remembrance, as to cause us to
wonder that He did not then and there cut us down as cumberers
of the ground. Moreover, there were the hairbreadth escapes with
respect to temptation; the limiting and restricting the tempter's
stratagems and strength; the rescue and the deliverance here
and there, upon the very brink of ruin, and that in spite of ourselves, when the plan was laid and the purpose fixed. Oh, what
marvellous mercy-what astounding compassion-what infinite love
-thus to withhold, to restrain, to defend, and finally to deliver!
" Oh, for such love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak!"

Reader, drawing nigh to the end of our pilgrimage and closing
np our little life, as necessarily we must be upon the eve of
doing, we must at least attempt to speak well of His name tG
whom all praise and gratitude and thanksgiving .a1'e due. Well
may we, of all men, exclaim, "Great and marvellous are Thy
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou
King of saints! "
We proposed to speak of the past, the present, and the future.
We have already spoken of the past; and to what does it instrumentally lead as to the ]J1'esent but to that upon which we have
just tOllched, namely, the humbling and the proving,2 Have we
not, reader, upon personal grounds, abundant reason to be humbled in the very dust before God, as we contemplate our manners.
in the wilderness? Dare anyone of us to deny the charge
brought by Moses against Israel, when he said, "Remember, and
forget not, how thou provokedst the Lord thy God to wrath in
the wilderness: from the day that thou didst depart out of the
land of Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have been rebel.
lious against the Lord"? (Deut. ix. 7.) Consider for a moment
what has been our forgetfulness of God, our base ingratitude, our
self-will, our distrust, our calling in question His wisdom, His
love, His goodness, His mercy. Has not our conduct assimilated
itself to that of Israel of old? They sighed and cried in Egypt
by reason of their cruel taskmasters; but, after such an immensity
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had been done for them, in bringing them forth" with a high hand
and an outstretched arm," they" vexed and rebelled" against His
Holy Spirit in the wilderness, when they were fed with angels'
food, and drank of the smitten rock, whose waters followed them
through all their chequered course. Have we not, even as they,
sinned against light and love? If their conduct was more base
in the wilderness than in Egypt, so likewise has ours been; and
wo must contend that, sad and sinful as may be the course of the
worldling, it bears no comparison for heinousness to the sin and
abomination of the child of God, yielded to, as it has been, against
a Father, and such a Father! a Friend, and such a Friend! a
Brother, and such a Brother! Yea, it has been rebels indulging
in conspiring against the Sovereign that had pardoned-had
liberated-yea, more, had admitted to a friendship and a familiarity with Himself. This, this, we contend, has been the baseness
and the blackness of the children of the living God, as far as their
waywardness and their wantonness in the wilderness are concerned.
Oh, then, have we not, dear reader, abundant cause for being
humbled and crumbled in the very dust of self-loathing and abasement before God? Ah! well might Job exclaim, "I have heard
of Thee by the hearing of the oar, but now mine eye seeth
Thee; wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes" !
Well might the Psalmist also declare, "I was as a boast before
Thee" ! And what a mercy that J osus sh0uld give a key to the
character of those with whom He has ever had to do, when He
said, "Having done all, say, We are unprofitable servants." Such
statements hold out hope and encouragement for such as feel their
vileness and their ill-and-hell-deservings.
Well, then, lastly, as to the future. To what, dear reader, are
we brought as to prospect and anticipation? To what but to that
which led the Psalmist to exclaim, "And now, Lord, what wait I
for? My hope is in Thee"? Ah! where else is our hope? To
what other source are we looking for help or satisfaction? Can
we not, with the utmost truthfulness and sincerity, say, "If in
this life only we have hope in Ohrist, we are of all men most
miserable"? Oan we not testify that "He is all our salvation
and all our desire"? Is not the language of our hearts, dear
reader, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none
upon earth that I desire beside Thee" ? Yea, may we not sum
up all by saying, with the Psalmist, "As for me, I will behold
Thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake,
THE EDITOR.
with Thy likeness"?
There is one fact which we specially wish
is with respect to our ministering in the
At or about the time of our ordination, the
to take was a matter of surprise to many of

to leave on record. It
Ohurch of England.
step we were then led
our readers. Our dear
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early companion (himself a minister in the Establishment) once
remarked, "If you enter the Ohurch, you will not remain in it."
The announcement of his death and our ordination appeared in
the same journal. Whether our way was made plain, as to the
course we were led to pursue, we must leave to our readers to
judge for themselves. We believe that few, if any, would venture
to say that we had not the'smile and approval of QUI' God. What
we were called to encounter in Ireland, and what was accomplished
there, we presume they would admit bore the impress of the
hand of God. In fact, those best acquainted with the details of om
sojourn in' the sister-isle would testify that it was the Lord, and
the Lord alone, that could have sustained and preserved us there,
in the way in which we were upheld and protected. Our o.eliverance
therefrom they would equally ascribe to His goodness and mercy.
Oontemplating the changes and all that has occurred since our
removal, has long led to the belief, as far as our own impressions
are concerned, that, had we remained, our life would have fallen
a prey to the lawlessness which has gradually obtained such sway
and control upon the part of the priest-ridden people.
,Again, with respect to our subsequent sojourn and labours in
England, during the last eight-and-twenty years, would any
observer of Divine Providence (prejudiced as he may be against
the Ohm0h of England) venture to say that we had not equally
the indications of the Lord's leading and approving hand here,
even as we had in Ireland? Has nothing been done, in the
parish where we have been permitted so many years to labour, to
leave unmistakable signs and tokens of this ? Would any, as
they look around and consider the present aspect of matters, dispute the fact, "This is the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in
our eyes"?
Now, presuming these admissions to be made, this we have to
add-and this we desire to leave upon record-that, notwithstanding
all her acknowledged faults (and we repeat the question we have
often asked, What human system is perfect ?), we have enjoyed
a freedom and a liberty in the Ohurch of England, during our
well-nigh forty years' humble and imperfect ministrations, which
few, if any, ever realized outside or beyond her pale. We have
laboured under three bishops, not one of whom has ever sought to
interfere with our ministrations in the slightest degree. Nor has
any lord of the manor, in his well-cushioned square pew, or " lady
diocesan," sought to usurp over us the least control.* Neither have
'" Our dear friend and brother, the outspoken Incumbent of Openshaw (the
late Rev. VVILLIA~[ PARKS), used to say, "Talk of bishops! Why, you have a
bishop in the corner of every square pew! ,. And how many a poor old minister
has, by the overbearing conduct of such, been sent with a broken heart to a
premature grave. We cannot but adopt the language of the Ohurch of England,
in regard to all such tyrannical, dictatorial spirits, "From haughty squires and
lady bishops, good Lord, deliver us! "-En.
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we ever run the risk of being "starved out," as many of our
Dissenting brethren have been, because their testimony was unpalatable to the pride and prejudices of their chief pew-holders.
Through God's great mercy, we have been permitted to escape all
this, and of the same mercy we have been privileged to minister
to the best of the ability He has been pleased to vouchsafe to us.
How long the freedom of which we have spoken may last, as
far as those ministering in the Establishment are concerned, is not
for us to say, or, with respect to which, eveu to offer an opinion.
We have testified of what has been our own experience and
enjoyment, and certain we are that the like liberty has been felt
by many a fellow-labourer in the Lord. Under such circumstances, therefore, it would have been at the sacrifice of the most
enviable freedom, had we attempted to have left the Church because men with whom we have not the least degree of sympathy
have played the traitor's part within her pale. They have nothing
to say to us, nor we to them. 1:::.s far as each and all are concerned, "to our own Master we stand or fall."
Personally, what we have to look and to hope for is the word
spoken to the Prophet-" Go thou thy way, till the end be; thou
shalt stand in thy lot at the end of the days."

JESUS BOTH MY SHELTER AND SONG.
" Thou art my Hiding-place; Thou shalt preserve me from trouble; Thou
shalt compass me about ~vith songs of deliverance."-PsALM xxxii. 7.
SONGS of deliverance, Lord, I would
sing,
Shielded from danger under Thy
wing;
Here is my safety-here would I
hideKept by my Saviour close to His
side.

He will preserve me-this, this is my
stay;
Jesus is with me by night and by
day;
In perfect protection how can I but
sing 7
Dear Lord, ever hide' me under Thy
wing.

Though the world fling inducements
around,
It cannot allure me while here I am
found;
Held by my Saviour, I care not to
roam;
Christ is my Hiding-place, heaven is
my home.

Though storms may rage fiercely and
threaten my peace,
One word from my Saviour, the
tempest shall cease;
His word is sufficient-for us it is
givenOur cry is on earth, but its echo's
in heaven.

Then singing of Jesus shall be my employ;
It will strengthen my courage and heighten my joy;
"Encompassed by Him whom the angels obey,
Secure from all danger, Lord, keep me, I pray!
AUNT

Lucy.

WHAT a great mercy to be among the living in Zion! You cannot
prize it too highly.-Tiptajt.
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GOD'S SEAL AND SEALED ONES.
"Nevertheless the fmtndation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord 1cnmceth them that are His."-2 TIMOTHY ii. ] 9.

I THINK l ought to tell' my readers how it is I am at this time
drawn to this subject-a sweet and important one. Among the many
letters received and much cherished, the following brief note from a
dear aged saint runs thus-" I am sorry to trouble you, but a sentence
in your last' Notes' has so depressed me that I want to know if you
cannot, on Scriptural grounds, unsay it. It is this-' Without that
gift [that is, the gift of the Spirit] sealed home within, we can have
no evidence of being right for eternity.' Why, that sealing home is
what I have been sighing for for upwards of sixty-five years past, but
I cannot get it!" &c.
Now, it so occurs that this dear one I believe is as safe for eternity as the Eternal Three can make her, but I tell her (bear with the
illustration) she is like the butcher who searched all over his house for
his knife, and had got it in his hand all the while. She is searching
hither and thither for truths which she gives abundant evidence are
in her heart, and would never have been placed there but for the
sealing of the Spirit.
Now, far from unsaying anything we have written upon the point,
on Scriptural grounds, we are drawn to substantiate it upon Scriptural
teaching and heartfelt experience, for the sealing of the Spirit is a
foundation doctrine in the experience of the living children of God;
and, when our dear friend says she has not experienced it, she is
indeed writing bitter things against herself. Thus have we beeu
drawn to this subject; and, as there are many walking in the same
misgiving pathway, may the Lord the Spirit lead me to write for their
comfort, and prove to them that they have that which they seek, and
know it not, ,just because they think that there must be in others
evidences far beyond what they have felt, which is really not the case.
And now, beloved, let us seek the Holy Spirit's unfoldings with
regard to God's seal, and then His sealed ones. Who are they, and how
may they be known ~
God's seal, or, as our passage has it, "this seal "-" The foundation
of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lotd knoweth them that
are His." It is, then, a foundation seal, and a foreknowledge seal; and,
on the part of the sealed ones, a faith's seal, which faith is "the gift
of God."
Seals, or sIgnets, we know, are of very ancient date. They were
worn by the Hebrews in rings on their fingers, and used in sealing
up their treasures and contracts. But God's seal is the oldest in the
world-indeed, it is before the world, for "the foundation of God
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His."
When did He know them ~ Some say, "When they accept Christ, and
are converted"; but God says, "Before the foundation of the world,"
for the covenant of grace is that grand stipulation between the

The Gospel Magazitzc.

139

Persons of the adorable Trinity, whereby God the Father chose from
all eternity a people unto Himself; God the Son voluntarily engaged
to save them, and do everything requisite for their present happiness
and eternal glory; and God the Holy Ghost engaged in covenant to
distinguish them from a world lying in sin, and, by His special grace,
sealing them as God's own to the day of redemption. This is the
sealing of the Spirit· of which we will presently write. Thus, while
we read in the Scriptures of "the king's seal," that is, an earthly
king, this is the seal of the King of kings; and, whether men will
have it or not, the impression on it drives to the precious doctrine
of God's sovereign, electing love, declaring, "The Lord lmoweth them
that are His." Therefore, beloved, I, for one, with Paul, am "bound
to give thanks always to God for you, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation, through s!linctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth." I can find nothing like these grand old
doctrines-unfashionable, it is true, in the present day, but which I
feel have fashioned us to be heirs of the kingdom of glory.
To my mind, the doctrine of election affords abuLldant consolation,
. and the more we realize, by divine teaching, our. condition by nature
the more precious will this despised doctrine become. It goes, as we
have seen, to the foundation plan of the Eternal Three, and brings
security and peace.
" 'Christ be My first Elect,' He said,
Then chose Ollr souls in Christ our Head,
Before He gave the mountains birth,
Or laid foundations for the earth."

"The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth them that ate His."
To refer again to earthly seals, we may note that, in impressing
such, the workman must be precise in all his actions, and have the
greatest command over his operations. It must be a master-hand that
holds the tool, as the slightest error would spoil the whole. Men will
acknowledge this in earthly matters, but their ideas of God and religion
make it all hap-hazard work, and He a God of uncertainty. Not sonot so! In creation, providence, and grace, divine sovereignty is exercised and maintained, and "He doeth all according to the counsel of
His will." John saw the book of God's decrees and purposes relating
to His Church "sealed," teaching us that His purposes were all known
and planned by Him in infinite wisdom.
Oh, then, beloved friends in Christ, let us take our standing on this
solid basis, and may God give us faith and grace to take hold of
Jehovah's covenant in such a way that we may
" read our title clear
To mansions in the skies."

Then, again, with regard to God's seal, we must not pass over the
fact that, first and foremost, our covenant Head received the sealing of
the Spirit-" Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but the meat
which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of Man shall give
unto you, for Him hath God the Father sealed." Our blessed Lord
was the appointed One of the Father to become the Redeemer and
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Saviour of His chosen people, hence, at His baptism, He received the
sealing of the Spirit, in confirmation of His Messiahship, a voice from
heaven declaring, "This is My beloved Son" j and those blessings, which
are the result of His work, sufferings, and death, become meat and
drink and sources of comfort and strength to the believers in Christ j
so that, by virtue of His doing and dying, we live and receive the
spiritual blessings He has ascended up on high to give.
And now follow us in our next point-Gad's sealed ones, and how they
may be known. We have seen how God knows them, and has declared
this to be the case; and now, how may it be known "that they are
His ~ And, closer home still, how may they know it themselves ~ for
this is what they pant and long for.
Referring again to the earthly process of making the impression on a
seal, we might note that refined oil has to be used in the process. Diamond
dust has to be mixed with refined oil, to enable the tool to cnt the
surface of the stone. Boloved, the refined oil of the Holy Spirit
must be used in sealing us as God's own, and it is used. Blessed be
God, our knowledge of divine things was not brought about by natural
intelligence or thought. Oh, no! It was the Holy Spirit who took us
Himself in hand, and wrought mightily for us and in us. " Now He
which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath. anointed us, is God,
who hath also sealed us, and given us the earnest of the Spirit in our
hearts."
Then note with us that Goel's sealed ones are melted one8. Rather
singularly, while thinking of this fact, a friend came to us and said,
"Have you such a thing as a stick of sealing wax ~ I want to seal an
important letter." ,Ve had, and lent it to him j and now it is
returned, and lies on the table before us j and what a hard, stiff
thing it is! Just like man, with his hard heart and stiff neck, in a
state of unregeneracy. What is wanted to render it serviceable 7 It
wants the heat applied-it wants melting-then it will receive the
impression of the seal, which will abide. So is it in spiritual things.
By nature man's heart is hard, but let the baptism of fire be applied,
and the heart become melted, then, when the Holy Spirit seals home
the Word, an impression of an everlasting character is made, and to such
"old things have passed away, and all things become new."
So we see, further, tbat the sealing of the Spirit makes it a matter of
heart-wor/c, and not merely head-tcork. By merely brain-work man may
even gain tolerably clear views of doctrines-may even profess a sound
creed-may have notions that are in accordance with truth-but, when
the Spirit seals home the doctrines of the Word and the truth of God,
the heart is affected, the sinnership is felt, the Saviour becomes precious.
and portions and precepts and promises are now clothed with life and
love never before felt. These, once tasted and realized, will be longed
for. The soul will pant for living things, which a dead heart never
will. "My heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God."
But methinks I hear a misgiving one say, "Ab! but perhaps :t;ny
experience has been one of views, and creeds, and notions of th0
head only j and, after all, it is not the religion of the heart." Is it so ~
Then why those soul.longings, which never sprang from nature 7 Why
those strong sighs and strong tears, and heartfelt anxiety to be right ~
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And mark this distinction, comforting to my own soul. A man Witll
only a notion of divine things in the head can go into the world, and
enjoy its pleasures and its society. Can you 1 Which atmosphere do
you love best-the ball·room, the concert hall, and the worldly party,
or the house of God, the prayer-meeting, and the company of God's
people 7 "Ten thousand times over," do you say, "the latter. Oh, it
is wbat I long for-the faithful ministry; the unfolding of the Word;
teIlings of Jesus; a fresh sense of pardoning love and mercy; the joys
of salvation!" Go your way, brother or sister in the Lord. The Holy
Spirit has you in hand and in heart, and will never leave His own
work till He has landed you safely upon the heavenly shores.
" Those feeble desires, those wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids you still seek;
His Spirit will cherish the life He first gave;
You never shall perish if J cs us can save."

I have noticed this feature in the character and conduct of the
children of God, namely, that they cannot take things for gmnted. They
want their adoption into the family proved to their own assurance.
They are constantly misgiving their hearts, and fearing lest they are
deceived in the matter. All this is a blessed proof,. to my mind, of
their real standing for eternity.
What an instance of this tolcen ttpon token desired we have in Gideon"And Gideon said unto God, If Thou wilt save Israel by mine hand,
as Thou hast said, behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor;
and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the
earth beside, then shall I know that Thou wilt save Israt\l by mine
hand, as Thon hast said. And it was so." He wringed out of the
fleece a bowl of water. Is not this enough, dubious one 7 Why, it
ought to be enough that the Lord had said it. But no; even though
the Lord had said it, and given the token as desired, yet another token
is requested, and given. "Let not Thine anger be hot against me,
and I will speak but this once: let it now be dry only upon the fleece,
and upon all the ground let there be dew. And Goa did so." Ah!
the Lord has many Gideons in His family who want token upon token,
proof upon proof, of their personal salvation.
Again, with regard to not taking things fOT granted. This is so as t~
the ministry and to worship. Others can take all that drops from the
lips of the preacher as all right and as a matter of course, especially
if he is a favourite. But not so the living soul. Such halt over
teaching that does not accord with the ministry of the Holy Ghost.
Such loathe expressions that savour of free-will and creature-doings.
Such have a keen appetite for the truth of God, and anything contrary
to it is as grit in their teeth.
The same with regard to the singing of hymns. The multitude sing
on. All is taken in as correct. Not so the living soul. Such an one
pauses over verses that have not the right ring. Such run a pencilmark through lines they cannot receive as truth. All this but proves
that they belong to the "peculiar people" whom the Lord has made
peculiar by distinguishing grace.
And talking of singing hymns, a few Sabbaths ago I did feel touched

142

The Gospel M agazz"1Ze.

at heart and melted in spirit while trying to sing the following. I
say "trying," for tears flowed, and a choking at the throat almost
forbade. The theme was (for I must give them to you, dear reader),
"That they all may be one" (John xvii. 21).
" Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee 1
o height, 0 depth of love!
Thou one with us on Calvary,
'Ye one with Thee above.

" Our sins, our guilt, in
Confessed and borne
The sting, the curse,
were Thine,
To set Thy members

love divine
by Thee;
the wrath

free.
«Such was Thy love that, for our
sake,
" Ascended now in glory bright,
Still one with us Thou art;
Thou didst from heaven come
down;
Nor life, nor death, nor depth, nor
Our mortal flesh and blood partake;
height,
In an our misery one.
Thy saints and Thee can part.
" Ere long shall come that glorious day
When, seated on Thy throne,
Thou shalt to wonder~ng worlds display
That we and Thee are one."
.
What say you to such experimental truths, dear reader 1 Only think
what it is to be knit together with· Him in such fellowship! I say
"think," for you cannot explain it. It is one of God's mysteries.
Words fail to describe it, but, when the fact touches the heart, we
know it and rejoice in it.
Another thing we have noticed with so many of the family of God
is, that not merely can they not take things for granted, and want
token upon token, like Gideon, but the matter of salvation is auch a
great and glorious thing, and one of such eternal purpose and
importance, that the news seems too good to be tme. I meet with so
many of the Lord's dear people who give proof upon proof that they
are alive to the things of God-that Christ· is their only hope-but the
glad tidings of salvation to them seem personally too good to be tme.
And more than this-they constantly write bitter things against themselves; if not, give way to a dubious spirit. "I shall one day perish! "
they cry. "It is a question with me if I know anything of divine
things at alL" Shame, shame upon you! It is a naughty spirit. It
is the tempter that causes you to cherish, it. What we want is a
lively spiritual faith to lay hold of these things in personal Eecurity
and enjoyment. It is that wretched sin of unbelief that spoils all.
Hear what dear JOSEPH IRONS, of ever-blessed memory, says on this
point-" Moreover, there is a grieving of the Spirit of God by unbelief,
and I fear this is very common. I have met with cases not a few, in
which souls who have had the most manifest witnesses of the Spirit-the most positive proofs of His meltillg, heart-breaking, sealing, tr:tl1Sforming, regenerating power-have, after all,. called in question, and
said, 'I do not know if I am right, after all.' [How precisely this
describes our dear aged friend to whom we have referred!] This is
unbelief-a grieving of the Spirit of God. Do you not think it would
grieve any affectionate, kind, benevolent father, if, after having
bestowed on them a multitude of favours, good clothes, education, and
the like, his family should turn round and s,ay that they did not know
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that he had done anything for them 7 What, then, has the Holy Ghost
brought you to the feet of Jesus, put a cry into your heart, enabled
you to believe on Him as the Saviour of your soul, and revealed to
you that. you are His-met you in ordinances, and revealed the
preciousness_ of Christ to your soul-and yet, after all this, you call "
in question whether He has done anything for you 7 Oh, that dire
rebellious sin, unbelief! It is lurking in the bosoms of God's own
people. Grieve not the Spirit of God by unbelief!"
One has 'said, "Many a turnpike gate bears the inscription, in large
This is the very language of our
.capital letters, 'No trust here.'"
own unbelieving hearts. We do not trust God-we do not give Him
credit-hence all· murmurings, anxiety, &c.
Dear reader, have you this inscription over your pathway, "No trust
here"? Oh, take it down at once, break it into pieces, and cast it
into the flames, and henceforth trust, and don't be afraid to trust!
Again, the sealing of the Spirit is a secret u;ork. "The secret of the
Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His covenant." To trumpet out an experience, and profess great things, is the
Jast thing a living child of God can do.
If we again refer to our figure of sealing, we can but note how the
fact of the. use of simple gumming in the place of the old-fashioned
seal tells of the spirit of the agl3. All must be done in a hurry-no
time for carefulness. All is surface work and dash. So is it with the
religion of the day. It is a wafer religion-easily done and easily
undone-no foundation work; no Spirit's sealing. All is display.
In the Canticles we find Christ saying of His Church, "My spouse
is a spring shut up, and a fmmtain sealed." RatheF different teaching
this to the bursts of free-will on the right hand and on the left, so
prevalent in this day. Far from being "shut up," or a·" fountain
sealed," the profession of the day is clamorous in zeal and presumptuous
in loud talk. But come to the real Church-to living Christians.
They are as springs "shut up" and fountains "sealed." They are
~ntirely dependent upon the Holy Ghost to cause even His graces given
to flow forth, and the fountain of life within must even have the
touch of the Holy Spirit ere it can burst into .desires, and a faith that
l'ealizes divine joys.
I wonld have those who feel so much disquietude because they do
not realize what they would, note well this description our Lord gives
of His own. He says, "My spouse is a spring shut up, and a fountain
sealed." God be praised that it is so, for it makes them feel and
know that all must be of the Lord. The fact is, we can do nothing
spiritually without the aid and power of the Holy Spirit. We may
have. life, but it must be quickened by the Holy Spirit. We may have
gifts, but they must be put into exercise by the same power. It is for
this we wonld ever be found honouring -the, Holy Spirit" and rejoicing
in His ministry.
Then, as we have already mentioned, there are many wIlD think
other Christians hav,e far more brighter evidences of their salvation than
they have themselves. Oh, this is not so ! I am sure, if they knew
what I have passed through lately, they would not think my experience
very joyous upon this point. I have felt a poor, miserable, empty
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undone creature-no spirituality, no light, and apparently no life. Mr.
SPURGEON has lately said to a friend, "I have no thoughts." I have
felt very much the same. "It is all over! The Lord seems to have
left 'me!"
Ah! how often are we obliged to acknowledge, with
Hezekiah, "Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn
as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward. 0 Lord, I am
oppressed; undertake for me!" And, blessed be His name, I can
testify that He does undertake for us, again and yet again opening
out His love and giving us His grace, so that we come to Hezekiah's
rejoicing after his depression-" The Lord was ready to save me:
therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the
days of our life in the house of the Lord." Mark the contrast of
feeling-one moment saying, "I shall go softly all my years in the
bitterness of my soul"; almost the next moment, "The living, the
living, he shall praise Thee, as I do this day!"
Ah! beloved, by these things men of God live, and in allthes6
things is the life of their spirit.
But, again, sealed ones are witnessed ones. The sealing and the witnessing go together. It is so with regard to all legal documents; it
is so in matters of grace. "The Spirit also beareth witness with our
spirits that we are the children of God." And may I say that He
bears witness, too, without our spirits sometimes 7-for, when our spirits
fail, and fears prevail, He remains true. If we do not know it, or if
we have fears concerning it, "the Lord knoweth them that are His."
Oh, to my mind, this is a very choice matter-this precious witnessing
of the Spirit! I have fears and misgivings. I feel sometimes I have
"no part or lot in the matter." Satan perplexes me, alid urges doubts.
"What if I should be deceived and a deceiver 7" Never mind it all,
dear reader. Over and above it all the 8pt'rit bean witness, and His
witnessing is sufficient to secure our sonship and salvation.
But, further, sealed ones are saved ones. They are said to be "sealed
unto the day of redemption." This does not mean, I apprehend, the day
of Christ's suffering, by which suffering He redeemed His people. It
does not mean the day of atonement, but it points to the end when
the redeemed shall meet around the great white throne--the day when
their redemption shall be manifested and consummated. And this
brings out our point strongly-sealed ones are saved ones. If " sealed
to the day of redemption," to be lost on the way is an impossibility,
because they are in God's grasp; and we may depend upon it He will
never lose one of His jewels. He will never suffer a sheep to perish
in a wayside ditch for whom Christ died. So this sealing tells of security
and salvation. "Lift up your heads," beloved, "for your redemption
draweth nigh."
One thought more. In the process of imprinting on a seal, the depth
of every line and indentat'ion is a matter of serious study. Beloved, the
depth of every trial we have to endure is a matter of divine purpose
and love. Does God wound 7 He wounds to heal.
"A bruised reed He will not break;
Affiictions all His children feel;
He wounds them for His mercy's sake;
He wounds to heal."
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Does God afflict, or permit affliction ~ Yes, but for a wise purpose,
and always lovingly. Those whom He loves He takes to pieces, and
then puts them together again. Every deep line of trial He makes is
for our good, we may depend upon it, although sometimes it is hard
to think so; but, when He gives grace in the afflicLion to praise
Him even in the fire, they are felt to be. at all events afterwards,
blessings in disguise. As one has said, "Afflictions are blessings to us
when we can bl/jsS God for afflictions." Expect, then, dear brother or
sister in the Lord, with the sealing of the Spirit, the imprint of trial,
but read in its intention, "God is love."
But we mllst pause. Our subject expands as we glean truths con·
cerning it. Just look at the "handfuls of purpose" already gleaned.
We have looked at God's seal and its precious imprint-" The Lord
knowet,h them that are His "-told how it is a foundation and foreknowledge seal, for" God hath from the beginuing chosen a people unto
Himself unto salvation "-that if, in earthly matters, it must be a
master-hand that holds the tool, in a far higher sense it is a Master's
hand that seals His own. There is no hap-hazard work with Him.
All is done by the exercise of divine sovereignty and power. Then
we have pointed to the fact that, first and foremost, the spiritual
Head of the Church has received the sealing of the Spirit; and then,
in coming to His sealed ones in Him, we have inquired how they
may be known to others and to themseh'es. They may be known by
the SpiriL's working. The refined oil of the Spirit is used to imprint
them as God's own. Again, that God's sealed ones are melted onesthat such sealing is a matter of heart-work, and not merely head-workthat such sealing is a secret matter and a witnessed operation-and that
sealed ones must be saved ones, for they are sealed "unto the day of
redemption."
Dear reader, may the Lord give you faith to lay hold of these truths,
to your personal joy and comfort.
" It is t.he Lord reveals
To sinners what they are;
And all the s"uls His Spirit seals
Who in His mercy sh",re.

" This sacred seal is wrought
In Jesus' precious blood;
The sea.led shall to h~aven be brought,
For they are owned of God.

"When He this work performs,
He Illel s the sinner's heart;
Then sta.mps His likeness on us
worms,
Which never shall depart.

"Lord, set Thy seal on me !
Let me 'fhy image bear!
That, when Thy saints Thy glory
see,
I may be with them there."

What say you, dear reader, to such teaching ~ Does it suit your need,
and fit iu to your heartfelt experience 1 Will such truths do for
life's pilgrimage and for the dying pillow 1 We are satisfied that
they will; and, having received God's testimony, we must set to our
seal that God is true, for "the foundation of God standeth sure,
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His."
M<ty He follow our testimony of Him with His own blessing to
precious souls. Amen.

Blll'ton-on-Trent.

G. C.
L
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'Iilgrim 'Iauers.
"THE SECRET PLACES OF THE STAIRS."
(SOLOMON'S SONG

ii. 14.)

WHAT a wonderful and precious Book is the Bible to the renewed
and heavenly mind!
How blessed its contents, how profound its
mysteries, and how vast its treasures! It is the Christian's comfort.
and consolation when in affiiction (Psa. cxix. 50); is "a lamp unto
his feet, and a light unto his path" (vel'. 105) as he passes through
this dark world; and is a chart which shows him the way to
eternal glory. The solemn secrets contained in this "Book divine"
are .made known to him by the Holy Ghost, but are hid from
"the wise and prudent" (Matt. xi. 25), hence they put a carnal construction upon its sacred page, particularly the Soug of Solomon,
which contains some of the choicest dainties to the child of God,
especially to one who has been brought to a saving and experimental
knowledge of the Person and work of the dear Redeemer.
Let us now consider, first, "the stai1"s"; secondly, "the secret

places" the1"eoj.
We do not find frequent mention of "stairs" in the sacred Scriptures. Literally, we know they mean steps by which we go from one
apartment to another. We have a striking illustration of this in the
building of Solomon's temple (1 Kings vi. 8), showing how persons
went by means of the "stairs" from the lowest to the upper chambers
of the temple-and they are called "winding stairs." In considering
the first part of our subject, I propose to adopt this illustration. There
appears something significant in the word winding, which we know
means "turning." These stairs,' then, would seem to represent the going
or turning from one state to another; from nature to 'grace; from a.
state of death in trespasses and sins (Eph. ii. 1) into divine life; from
darkne£s to light; and from the power of Satan unto God (Acts xxvi.
18). And how many turns has the enlightened sinner to make after
his call by grace! If he gets a lit·tle lift by the way-some encouragement under the Word-has his faith increased, his hope revived, and
finds access at the mercy-seat-gets a sweet assurance of his interest
in Christ, and a foretaste of the heavenly glory-he is perhaps, soon
afterwards, through the power of Satan's temptations, and the corruptions of his heart/turned into "Doubting Castle." This causes l1im t(}
cry unto the Lord for mercy and help, who hears his cry, delivers
him, turns his mourning into dancing (Psa. xxx. 10, 11), and sends.
him on his way rejoicing (Acts viii. 39).
Mr. ERSKINE, who well understood this, speaks on this wise"Yet thus my life is nothing else
But heaven and hell by turns;
My soul that now in Goshen dwells,
Anon in Egypt mourns."

Then there are the windings and turnings of divine providence,
and how wonderful and mysterious are these! Sometimes the turn is
from affiuence to poverty, and vice versd. I have seen much of this
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in my career. And finally, there is the turn" from cross to crown, from
thrall to throne "-from this poor vain world of sin and sorrow to
an eternal world of joy. A blessed turn this!
We will now endeavour, as the Holy Spirit shall help us, to look at
the second branch of our subject-" The secret places of the stctirs."
Wbat they were literally I do not pretend to know. They might have
been holes in the clefts of the rock, where the dove could hide and
be safe from its enemy; but this idea I leave to the contemplative
mind to meditate upon. I only propose to look at some of them in
their spiritual signification, as they have been opened up to me; and, in
so doing, I shall consider that the "Rock" mentioned in the previous
part of the verse refers to Ohrist, who is often spoken of in that
character in Scripture.
The word" secret," we understand, means" something that is hid-not
rev;ealed. " We are told that "secret things belong to the Lord our
God" (Deut. xxix. 29). These are hid from carnal men, though ever
so wise and learned in natural things, but are made known to His
people (Amos iii. 7). When God determined to drown the olel world
for the wickedness thereof, He made known His purpose to N oah
(Gen. vi. 13); when He was about to destroy Sodom, He revealed
the thing to Abraham (Gen. xviii. 17); these instances will suffice.
Let us now briefly notice some of these "secret places."
One of
them would seem to beThe Covenant of Grace-that which fixes our first and second births,
the station we are to occupy in this life, determines the bounds of our
habitation (Acts xvii. 26), appoints our days of adversity and of
prosperity, the day of our death and the means thereof, ordains our
afflictions and sorrows, the causes and duration of them, and secures
to us all temporal and spiritual blessings. The Lord makes this
covenant known to them that fear Him (Psa. xxv. 14), but it is hid
from the wise of this world.
We will now proceed to consider a few of these "secret places," in
relation to the Person and office-characters 9f the dear Redeemer, in
the following order, namely, His Incarnation, His JIttmiliation, His
Kingly Office, His Priestly Office, His Intercession.
His Incarnation.-In pursuance of a covenant engagement, entered into
by the Eternal Three before all worlds, Ohrist was "made ftesh"
(John i. 14). What a profound mystery is this-that the Maker of
heaven and earth (001. i. 16) should take upon Him our nature (Heb.
ii. 16), lay in the Virgin's womb before His birth, "contracted to a
span," be born into this world, "a Babe like others seen," and unite
Deity and humanity in one glorious Person, in order that He might
redeem His people from the curse of the law, save them from their
sins, and reconcile them unto God ! Well might Paul exclaim, "Great
is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh" (1 Tim.
iii. 16).
His Humiliation.-How truly it is said that He "made Himself of no
reputation, and humbled Himself" (Phi!. ii. 7, 8), and yet ho'w astonishing that He who was co-equal and co-eternal with the Father,
"the, brightness of His glory and the express image of His Person"
(Heb. i. 3), should "lay His glory by," leave the realms of bliss, be
L :)
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born of a poor woman in a stable, have a manger for His bed (Luke
ii. 7), be made poor (2 Cor. viii. 9), and subject to His parents
(Luke ii. 51), work at a common trade (Mark vi. 3), not have wbere
to lay His sacred head (Matt. viii. 20), suffer hunger (Matt. iv. 2)
and tbirst (John xix. 28), be tempted of the devil (Matt. iv. 1),
undergo a terrible conflict with Satan in the garden of Gethsemane
(Matt. xxvi. 38, 39), and "become obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross" (Phil. ii. 8). Surely it may well be said" He spared no pains, declined no load,
Resolved to buy us with His blood."

His Kingly Office.-In the eternal purposes of God, Christ was
appointed and anointed to be a King. Hence we find God the Father
speaking thus-" I have set My King upon My holy hill of Zion" (Psa.
ii. 6). His kingdom is not of this world, as He told Pilate (John xviii.
36), but a spiritual kingdom. His subjects are spiritual persons, chosen
of God before time began, called in time with an holy calling (2 Tim.
i. 9), and, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, brought willingly under
His rule and government (Psa. cx. 3). Being" in themselves as weak
as worms," Christ takes them under His protection and care, m~nages
all their concerns, snccours them in all their afflictions and trials, gives
them to see and acknowledge that in Him they have strength (Isa.
xlv. 24), guides them by His counsel through the wilderness, and
afterwards receives them to glory (Psa. lxxiii. 24). His wonderful
working on my behalf has often astonished me. In most difficult and
important matters, He has taken my cause into His hands, and turned
men's hearts in my favour (Prov. xxi. 1) when appearances indicated
that they were against me. Believing tbat He rules and reigns over all,
He has many times, under very disquieting circumstances, enabled me to
leave my affairs with Him, feeling assured that He would work all for
my good, and for His honour and glory; and on these occasions He has
never disappointed me.
His Priestly Officr.-In the everlasting council, Christ was ordained
to be a Priest, to make atonement for the sins of His people. The
office of the high priest was, "to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins"
(Heb. v. 1); and our High Priest" offered Himself without -spot to
God" (Heb. ix. 14), "a Sacrifice for a sweet-smelling savour" (Eph.
v. 2), "to make reconciliation for the sins of the people" (Heb. ii. 17),
and for this purpose took on Him our nature (Heb. ii. 16). It should
be borne in mind that it was the human nature of Christ which was
the sacrifice, for Deity could not bleed or die. And His was a pure
Sacrifice. There was no sin in Him, "neither was guile found in His
mouth" (1 Peter ii. 22); and He, having died for our sins (1 Cor. xv. 3),
has for ever put them away (Heb. ix. 26); and by His spotless obedience and death, has magnified the law and made it honourable (Isa.
xlii. 21), and we are thereby redeemed from its curse (Gal. iii. 13),
justified from its demands, and let go free. As sings JOHN KENT" Justice says, 'I've all that I require;
Loose him, and let him go."'.

His Intercession.-This is part of His Priestly office. For this He
ever lives (Heb. vii. 25), and was foretold by the Prophet Isaiah (liii.
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13); and our High Priest now appears in heaven, interceding for His
people (Heh. ix. 24), pleading their cause, and maintaining their right
to all the benefits and blessings stipulated for them in the everlasting
covenant; and the ground of this is stated in those memorable words
in His intercessory prayer to His Father, in the seventeenth chapter
of John-" I have glorified Thee on the' earth: I have finished the work
which Thou gavest Me to do" (vel'. 4); and, as He asks for nothing
but what He is strictly entitled to, He must succeed. Mr. TOPLADY
well expresses this-" Founded on right, Thy prayer avails," for the
security to His people of grace hero and glory hereafter.
Dear reader, consider what a wonderful Advocate you have; and I
would advise you to take all your hard and difficult cases to Him,
confess to Him all your sins of omission and commission, keep nothing
back, and, as He has undertaken to answer all charges brought against
you, He will bring you off in triumph, for His Father hears Him
always (John xi. 42); and remember He pleads" without money and
without price."
In all these states and office-characters, our blessed Emmanuel was
hid from the Pharisees, scribes, and priests, who rejected Him with
disdain and crucified Him (Acts iii. 17, 18), as He is from modern
carnal professors of religion and worldly-wise men; but in these sacred
mysteries He is made known to the saints of God (Matt. xi. 25),
though in themselves "babes" as to worldly wisdom.
There is one other "secret place" which ma) be mentioned, and that
isThe Saint's Anticipation of the Heavenly Rest.- With what complacency
and delight does he occasionally look forward to this, when he shall
have finished his course here below, received his crown (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8),
and for ever dwell with "the spirits of just men made perfect," and
with his precious Christ, who will, throughout the countless ages of
eternity, be unfolding His undying glories to him! And, as he thinks
upon these things, he can sometimes sing, with Mr. ERSKIN'E" I long to share the happiness
Of that triuffil'hant throng
That swim in seas of boundless bliss
Eternity along."
But these pleasures are all hid from the natural man, however high his
attainments may be in secular matters.
Much more might be said on both. branches of this interesting sub·
ject, but I must close; and may the Lord bless what I hdove written
thereon to the souls of His people, and He shall have all the glory.
Hastings.
GERSHOM.
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL.
ON the wall of the whispering gallery in this Cathedral is the followiDg
inscription :" Doubt not but God, who sits on high,
Thy secret prayer can hear,
When a dead wall thus cUhningly
Conveys soft Whispers to the ear
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"Peter therefore was kept in prison" but prayer was made without
ceasing of the Chzt1'ch unto God for him."
" And when he had considered
the thing, he came to the house of Ma1'Y, the mother of John, whose SZbrname
was Mark, where many were gathered together pTaying."-AcTs xii. 5, 12.
Tll.uE prayer is petitioning the Father for those mercies and blessings
which, in the covenant stores of His everlasting love, He has designed
to give His children. It is the Spirit breathing within the heart, and
ca~sillg it to ascend whence it came-giving us a sense of all our
need, so that He may supply it out of His fulness. And it is the
blessed -refuge that a poor sinner cannot do without as long as he is
here below; for, from the time when almighty grace arrests him in
his mad career, with Saul of TarsuH he cries out his first heartprayer, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ~" and the token
whereby he is to be recognized by Ananias is, "Behold, he prayeth!"
From that time till he is safely landed in glory, he will see his need
of praying, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" And in all "the
Lord will be for a Sanctuary," and thus, through the mediation of our
blessed Jesus, without whom there could be no intercourse between
J ehovah and His people, we are, through Him, invited to pour out our
hearts before Him, unbosom all our fears, and ask Him to give the
needed supplies of grace. And, mark you, although it may be after
much wrestling, as with Jacob, none the less sweet is the blessing
when it comes; none the less worth waiting for is the answer, "though
it tarry."
And what an unspeakable mercy that it has not to depend upon
words, nor to be judged of by them! Nay, God's children have
often been brought to a standstill, so that they cannot speak-they
cannot act. They can only sigh, and find their source of comfort in
Paul's words-" Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for
we know not what we should pray for as we ought; btlt the Spi1'it
itself maketh intm'cession f01' us with groanings which cannot be uttered."
Thus each sigh is marked by Him "who understandeth their thoughts
afar off," and who comes to them with comfort, and cheers their
drooping spirits with a word from His own lips-" It is I; be not
afraid!
And it is a mark of the family-a token of their heavenly birth
-yea, their highest earthly privilege-for these children of their
Father in heaven love to be much in communion with Him, and are
unhappy if a cloud obscures their frequent intercourse with Christ
their Head. They must go and tell their Father all. They need His
advice as daily needs present themselves. Yea, they cannot do with.
out Him, and thus give out to Him what He has breathed into them
of the breath of life, from whom all their sustenance comes.
Never fear, deal' child of God; thy petition must reach His ear.
Thine answer is sure in His time and way, for He has given thee the
desire, and thus He will be true to His promise, "Ask, and it shall ue
given you," for "the prayer of the upright is His delight," and
"He heareth the prayer of the righteous."
I'
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Do. His children realize sufficiently the mercy of His promise to
be unto them a Sanctuary 1 Do they always remember that, whatever comes in their pathway to distress, annoy, tempt, and harass
them, He is ever there to hear and bless, and hide and preserve them
from all their foes 1 Oh, what safety and security do we feel in fleeing
to such a Hiding-place and Refuge j so that, unknown to the woddling, the strength and succour is secure to them that "dwell in the
.secret place of the Most High, and abide under the shadow of the
Almighty."
What strength is gained-how hope is renewed, promises fulfilled,
God honoured, and the saint edified-in frequent visits to the mercyseat! There they can pour out their hearts before Him-tell out all
their wants and cares into His ear-whilst they prove again and again
Hi;; faithfulness. "Even them will I bring to My holy mountain, and
make them joyful in My house of prayer; their burnt offerings and
their sacrifices shall be accepted upon Mine altar j for Mine house
shall be called an house of prayer for all people" j for He will always
have a praying and a praising people. It is His will it should be so,
and it is their privilege it must be so. Their requests are innumerably
diversified, but He is just as able to answer them alL It may be that
we ask for wisdom, as did Solomon j or for remembrance, as did
N ehemiah j it may be a temporal blessing, or a personal request, as
with Jabez j but such it is. And ofttimes, whilst in bondage and affliction by yourself, your God is employing His people to pray for you,
,1tS in our text.
Herod is in God's hands, and yet permitted to persecute the
Church. Poor Peter, once the impetuous and wavering, and now
zealous lover of his Lord, is to suff~r. He who was the fir;;t to say,
"Though I die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee," and yet was
the one who did deny his Lord-he who was the first to hurry
to his Master on the waters, and yet would have sunk but for His
(mtstretched hand of power-yes, he must have his faith tried, in
order that the "peaceable fruits of righteousness may be produced
thereby" j and he is cast into prison, so that the Lord may work for
His child's good and His glory. He will cut down every brier in the
way, and overcome every difficulty. Peter must be released from b<;mdage,
and a people are prepared to ask it of God j and, in the set time, the
angel and the light must shine into the dark prison, Peter be released
of his chains, and led to the door of escape. Just so in spiritual
bondage. We are led captive to Satan's will, and kept bound in
.chains and tied till the time of deliverance comes, and Jesus looses us
of our chains, and sets us free in the liberty, life, and love of Him in
whom we are free indeed-children, and not servants j sons, and not
slaves.
These people were kept waiting for an answer, and knew not in what
way the Lord would choose to answer their petitions. But He was
working all the time, and, in spite of the guard of the four quarternions,
or sixteen soldiers, who were to keep him a prisoner, bound with
chains, Peter proves the truth of the precious promise, "The angel of
the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth
them" j and forth he is brought, and led of the Spirit to the very
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house wherein they were gathered together praying for him, and" he.
beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace. declared unto
them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison."
Thus, beloved, God puts the knowledge of the need into your hearts;
He puts the prayer there for the supply of that need; and He gives
the answer to it, and comes with blessings above all you can ask OF
think, and thus you sweetly prove" Christ's heart's the home
Of all your sighs,
As forth they come,
And upward rise:
But is He not the Fountain, too,
Where these desires have carried you 1 "

The Lord bless His Word; and, if hitherto "ye have asked nothing
in His name, ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full."
R.
IRELAND.
AT a meeting hp-Id at Chester, on January 29th, presided over by the
DUKE OF WESTMINSTER, to receive a deputation from the sister-isle,
who were prepared to state particulars respecting the present condition
of that 11apless country, Mr. T. W. RUSSELL, of Dublin, spoke as
follows :" Plunder and rapine are abroad. Not one half the cases were reported
to the police. A friend of his, hearing a noise, went downstairs, and
found two men there, armed with revolvers. They knew all about his
house, for they went straight to the safe, and took out £50, and went
away. Was that reported to the police ~ His friend dared not do it.
He wished to live a quiet life, and he knew that, if he reported the
case, the populace would side with the robbers. That [he continued}
was a terrible illustration of the state of things in Ireland."
Another speaker at the said meeting quoted the rE\mark of a
certain Irish Member' of Parliament, whom he mentioned by name.
He declared, "If landlords were shot down like partridges in September,
he could not see any objection to it."
What can reasonably be expected with such representatives in
Parliament as this ~ What but that awful state of anarchy and rebellion which (if the Most High mercifully prevent not) will most
assuredly follow the present state of defiance and lawlessness ~ Oh,
England! England! dearly wilt thou, ere long, pay for thy indifference
to the many: and solemn warnings thou hast had!
CHRIST saith, "The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak" Christ.
speaketh there of Himself. St. Paul also saith, the spIrit willingly
wouH give himself wholly unto God, would trust in HIm, and be
obedient; but natural reason and understanding, flesh and blood,
resisteth. It neither will nor can go forward. Therefore, our Lord
God mnst needs have patience with us.-btther.
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RICHES AND THEIR RESPONSIBILITY.
a few minutes of the eye dropping upon the aunexed narrative, I was told of a hundred guineas having been expended upon
an ornament of dress. I thought at once, " How useless that article will
be to ttJ,e wearer, when dressed in her shroud and laid in her coffin! 'n
Perhaps I felt this the more because it was the third anniversary of
the death of one who had been summoned suddenly and most unexpectedly to her great account. My remark, upon being apprized of souseless an expenditure, was, "What good use might have been made
of that sum!" Now here is the narrative:WITHIN

A dear friend of mine [says the narrator] was pacing the deck of
a vessel voyaging towards I the Bristol Channel and the Welsh coast,
his heart wI'ung with sorrow, for none there could sympathise with
him, and sleep had forsaken hi!ll. Then the bright morning dawned,
and he thought he heard a voice of prayer or praise, when presently
he looked into the hold of the ship, where he saw a poor man reading,
and his face was so irradiated by the contemplation of the Word that
my friend said he felt awe-struck.
He spoke to the reader, who was:
so startled that he slipped the Book into his wallilt for the moment,
and then said, "Oh, sir, what a feast I have had!" " Indeed! You
don't seem as if you had tasted too many meals."
"Oh, no; I went
supperless to bed; then the Lord began to show Himself to my soul
before I slept, and the sweetest communion we held together. You,
sir, I noticed last night amongst the passengers, and saw you were
troubled, and I hoped you had the lamp of life burning within." So a
little chat and fellowship sprang up, and the poor man told his sad
tale.
"I am by trade a clicker; but, in using my knife in my trade, it.
slipped and cut asunder some of the leaders of my thigb, so I am
a helpless cripple. But, sir, I am so happy in the Lord, wno is taking
me home to my mother's cottage to die."
"Your mother, I suppose,
is poor 7I' "As poor as poverty can make her, sir; but she, like me,_
has the true riches, so we are content to eat our 'bit and sup' together, for Christ makes all sweet, and love cheers us on," My friend
wept, and read the lesson well. He gave to the poor clicker liberally,
and tears streamed down the poor maimed man's face, as he blessed:
the Lord who provided, and the generous giver, who said, as he left
him, "Oh, that I had such a contented spirit!"
He watched the
poor man lifted out of the vessel, and there, on the shore, stood the
good old mother, who had brought a little hand-cart to take away her
crippled son.
They embraced each other and wept, and the son
pointed to my friend, and then both mother and son waved their hands
towards heaven, and touched their hearts in acknowledgment of th~
kindness shown. Their benefactor said truly, "A man's !lre consisteth
not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth,"
They, ere this, have doubtless met in those realms of light where
sin and sorrow can never enter, and where there are no more paiTh
••nd tears, but where the ransomed of the Lord walk, and ascribe
their victory to the precious blood of the slain Lamb.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE DAUGHTER
THE LATE MR. BAXTER.

OF

(Contiml8el from page 100.)

April 8th.-Another Lord's Day returned, and with it I feel so
isolated from the means of grace and the assembling with the Lord's
people. If Christians only saw their privileges, how much they would
have to be thankful for! But often it is not until we are deprived of
our comforts that we see with what mercies we have been surrounded.
Well might the Psalmist exclaim, "Oh, that men would praise the Lord
for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men! "
My prayer to the Lord this morning has been (if indeed it can be
called prayer) for more faith in Him-more of His suitability and
my own insufficiency and nothingness-not merely the assenting to the
truths we professedly hold, but to feel the power in my own soul, that
not only prayer and supplication may pour from my lips, but praise
and thanksgiving, too, may ascend for nnnumbered mercies received.
And now I must record a portion of Scripture I opened at, after
seeking the Lord, that was blessed to me many years ago, when my
cup ran over. It was 2 Chronicles xxv., thCl last portion of the ninth
verse-" The Lord is able to give thee much more than this"; and my
heart responds, "Lord, I know that Thou art 'able to do exceeding
abundantly more than we can ask or think.'" Then the conclusion of the
matter is, that we have not even thought of what He is able to do.
April 17th.-Yesterday morning I awoke with the words, "All my
springs are in Thee." Yes, and we prove daily we have nothing in
and of ourselves to boast in. Nature cannot rise above its level. But,
as our Lord said to the woman of Samaria, "The water that I shall
give thee shall be in thee a well of water springing up into everlasting
life."
April 19th.-I am feeling very shattered in my nerves this morning;
but, as I was reading in HUNTINGTON'S works, he says, "This body must
go to the wall"; and what a mercy for us, as we feel it totter and growing weaker, to be able to say, with Job, "I know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth"! So
then, whatever may transpire, "the Lord lmoweth them that are His " ;
and KENT has a verse in one of his hymns which rested very weightily
on the mind" Thie honoured saint, whom God approved,
When wrath and terror flies,
Shall from destruction be removed,
And live when Sodom dies."

April 20th.-I awoke this morning with these words-" Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he
trusteth in Thee." Morning words I prize very much. Although they
do not come with power, still they are very, precious, for they open
up a field of meditation into different parts of the Word which must
certainly be profitable.
April 22nd.-I read this morning Dr. HAWKER'S" Portion," and felt
my soul blessed in reading. It is our Lord's own words when on
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earth-CC Wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered
together." And how beautifully he puts the question to his own soul"Pause, my soul, and say, 'Is it so 1' Dost thou seek after Jesus in
His ordinances, in His Word, in retirement, in meditation, in prayer,
in providences, and, in short, in all the,various ways by which thou
mayest enjoy Him, as a famished bird would hasten to his prey 1 "
And again, the Doctor says, "0 blessed Lord, give me this appetite!
Excite an hungering in me for Thee"; and my soul responds to the
same, "Oh, for more hungering, and thirsting after Christ and His
righteousness!" for there is a blessed promise that goes hand in hand
with these longings. "For they shall be filled" are also the words of
(jur blessed Lord, and my soul would praise Him for the measure of
grace bestowed on me, His unworthy dust; for what have I that I have
not received 1 Yes, the goodly pearls are all from Christ, the Mine of
wealth. Indeed He is "the Pearl of great price, which, when the
merchant found it, he went and sold all that he had, and bought it"
(Matt. xiii. 46).
April 23rd.-Morning words-" Foxes have holes, and the birds of the
air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head.','
This seems a Scripture we are very familiar with, ,yet, when meditating upon it, it seems a wonderful matter that the great Creator of
all things had not" where to lay His head," when He could have commanded legions of angels, and, the winds and the waves obeyed Him.
But there is something very precious underneath-" the dew and the
deep that coucheth beneath." St. Paul, by the Holy Spirit, writes,
"He made Himself of no reputation: He took upon Him the form
of a servant"; and yet it would seem He stooped lower still. Even
the houseless wanderer in the streets cannot say that his case was
overlooked, for Jesus Himself also took part of his suffering, in not
having" where to'lay His head," and "women ministered unto Him of
their substance." Well might we "forget not all our benefits," both
providential and spiritual!
April 26th.-Midnight words-" Thou art more glorious and excellent
than the mountains of prey" (Psa. lxxvi. 4). This seems a wonderful
comparison for the Psalmist to bring, but it would appear thatrlanguage
and comparison failed to set forth Christ in His excellency and power
and glory. Dr. HAWKER has a very nice" Portion" on it for the evening
of September 18th.
May 31'd.-Another month entered on ! We do indeed "spend our
years as a tale that is told." But how blessed to be enabled to look
on day by day, to see our God's hand in guiding and directing all
things! Oh, for a more watchful spirit, to be daily on our watchtower, to hear what the Lord will say unto us, for He said, "Blessed
is he that heareth Me, watching daily at My gates, waiting at the
posts of My doors"; and were we oftener found there, our language
would be for blessing and praising rather than fretting.
I was particularly struck with the portion, a day or two since, "Who
crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies." The blessed
Spirit seemed to show me such grandeur in being" crowned with lovingkindness," &c. I never before saw this Scripture in such fulness.
May 24th.-I have not made an entry for 'three weeks, but the time
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has not passed over without making observations by the way in my
own mind I have set up my "Ebenezers." Providentially especially
the dear Lord has enabled us to set up another stone of help from
an unlooked-for quarter. Oh, that we were led more to contemplate
the meaning of the words "Jehovah·Jireh"! But we are such unbelieving creatures. And yet, if we lived by sensihle enjoyment, both
spiritually and naturally, where is the need of faith, for" faith is the
substance of things boped for, the evidence of things not seen" 1
I have lately been reading the 119th Psalm with very great pleasure.
What a wonderful acknowledgment all through of God's perfect orderof His righteous judgments! "Thy statutes have been my songs in the
house of my pilgrimage" (ver. 54); "Thy testimonl~es are wonderful:
therefore doth my soul keep them" (ver. 129); "0 how love I Thy
law I It is my meditation all the day" (ver. 97); "How sweet are Thy
words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth" (ver. 108);
"Therefore I love Thy commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold"
(ver. 127) j "Seven times a day do I praise Thee, because of Thy
righteous judgments" (ver. 164).
.
June 31·d.-Waking words-"The meek will He guide in judgment"
(Psa. xxv. 9). I often think what a wonderful Book the Bible is! How
much there is in it, and how little we know of it! I thought, in
reading this PS3Im, "How much there' is in it of the Christian's experience !" It commences, " Unto Thee, 0 Lord, do I lift up my soul."
Yes, because we have learnt that" vain is the help of man." None but
the Lord can undert.ake our case; alld it is very blessed when we are
enabled to be still whilst the Lord does His own work, and to say,
with the Psalmist, "All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth
unto such as keep His covenant and His testimonies." But I have been
thinking how many peculiar, perplexing paths the Lord is pleased to
lead His people in. The paths of trial and affliction are indeed crucifying to the flesh, as it is with us at the present time, my husband and
I both being in the furnace of affliction. It does seem a remarkable
pathway. I often wonder whether the end is near, particularly with
my husband. He went to church to-day, and returned in a very
exhausted state. He said he felt very much the power of the verse of
the hymn given out as he was walking up the aisle" Soon shall I pass this gloomy vale;
Soon all my mortal powers shall fail;
Oh, may my last expiring breath
Hill loving-kindness sing in death!"

May the dear Lord fulfil His promise in our experience, "Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world" !
June 15th.-~till very prostrate in body, but Jesus is precious to my
soul, but 1 feel how litLle I know of His worth. I do long to know
more of Him, and in this I feel I am quite Scriptural, for Paul, with
all the gr~at manifestations he had had-even" caught up into the third
heaven, and had heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for man
to utter "-yet we find him sa) ing, "That I may know Him, and the
power of Hid re,mrrect.ion, and the fellowship. of His sufferings," &c.
But what a mercy, with all the lack we feel in ourselves, that in
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Jesus all fulness dwells! Oh, to be enabled with joy to draw water
from these wells of salvation; for, if the communion of saints is so heartwarming as we sometimes find it to be, what must the fulness be that
is in Jesus 7 But it is very seldom I get communion wiLh the Lord's
people, for I mostly dwell alone, with the exception uf my usual
weekly visits from Mr. and Mrs. D--, Mrs. B--, and Miss P--,
and then not always to profit. Only occasionally there seems a savour
attending our conversation which is very blessed. As the poet says" If s"0h the sweetness of the streams,
What must the fountain be?"

June 21st.-I -have been reading a very excellent book of late-a
memoir of Mrs. M. 'WINSLOW, "Life in Jesus "-and found it very
refreshing. She was wonderfully led, and had great experience in
the Ohristian's pathway; but she had deep, very deep, trials, and the
Lord enabled her at all times to take her burdens to Him who has
promised to sustain. She was highly favoured, too, in seeing the conversion of her children and her grandchildren, in answer to her many
prayers. Oh, how my heart went out to the Lord for the same hlessing
to be vouchsafed to me! The conversion of my children would be an
unspeakable blessing to me-to see them brought out of nature's darkness into His marvellous light-to see their faces turned Ziunward, and
their feet in the narrow path of life eternal.
My humble prayer is,
that I may see the day.
June 22nd.-I read this morning the sixth chapter of Matthew, and
was struck to find that our Lurd, in His sermon on the mount, repeats
the exhortati'1n three times in one chapter to "tal.e no thollght for the
morrow "-" Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life,
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body,
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body
than raiment 7" (ver. 25); "Theref,>re take no thought, saying, What
shall we eat 7 or, What shall we drink 7 or, Vlherewithal shall we be
clothed 7" (ver. 31); "Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for
the morrow shall take thought for the things uf itself. Sufficient unto
the day is the evil thereof" (ver. 34). I thought, whilst musing on
these three verses, that our Lord well knew what was in man to repeat
the exhortation three times. He knew how un belief and carnal reason
would strive fur the mastery. Well might He say to us, as He did to
His disciples, "0 ye of little faith, why reason ye ,aml)llg yourselves
because ye have hrought no bread 7 Do ye not understand, neither
remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how mallY baskets
ye took up 7 neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how
many baskets ye took up 7" And so, when the Lord is pleased to
bring to my remembrance how He has supplied and sustained through
so much illness and pressure, it is something wonderful, and I do desire
that gratitude should flow forth unto Him who hath dune such great
things for UR.
June 25th.-Some very weighty portions came to my mind during the
night, and I believe the mind of the blessed Spirit in the matter was
to show me the vast difference in the portion of the righteous and the
wicked. One portion was-" The wicked shall be silent in darkness"
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(1 Sam. ii. 9) j "The dead know not anything" (Eccles. ix. 5); they
"go down into the pit" (Psa. cxliii. 7 j xxviii. 1). "Oh," I thought,
"how solemn!" And our Lord has said, "Heaven anli earth shall pass
away, but My Word shall not pass away." Well may we say, "Why
did the Lord take knowledge of us, and pass others by 1 Why did He
touch our hearts, and give us spiritual appetites, and of others say,
'They know not anything' 1" Well might the Psalmist, and we with
him, exclaim, "Unto Thee will I cry, 0 Lord my Rock; be not silent
to me, lest, if Thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down
into the pit"!
June 29th.-I read this morning the seventeenth chapter of M::ttthew,
and my mind was carried back to six or seven years ago, when in
pecuniary difficulties, when the words were brought so sweetly to my
mind of our Lord to Peter, respecting the tribute money. Jesus said
unto him, \" What thinkest thou, Simon 1 of whom do the kings of the
earth take custom or tribute 1 of their own children, or of strangers ~
Peter saith unto Him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are
the children free. Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou
to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh
up j and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of
money: that take, and give unto them for Me and thee."
'What
unlikely means our Lord uses! And how sweet were those words to
me, "Then are the children free"; also, "for Me and thee"! These
are some of my "pleasant memories," as one of the writers in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE heads his papers.
(To oe continued.)

THE NORTH SEA AND THE POOR FISHERMEN.
WE copy the subjoined letter from The Christian of January 28th. It
speaks for itself. Conscious as the people of England can but be of
what t,he state of the weather throughout the United Kingdom has of
late been, it is but natural that they should the more readily enter
into the painful facts described by Mr. MATHEn. Fervently do we hope
that a Widespread and a practical sympathy may be the result.
Ah! as a rule, how little do we think of, and feel for, our poor
fellow-creatures, exposed as they ar0 to all the perils and privations of
the mighty deep! It is but an hour or two since we were called,
as we very commonly are, to witness the signature of a weeping, heartbroken widow, whose husband, within half-a-day's sail of port, had
perished (with his every shipmate) in the Bristol Channel. The wife
of the captain had so calculated upon the return of her husband as
actually to ~ait dinner for him. . The mate has left a widow with eight
children, and expecting another. Bitter tears did the widow just now
shed as she spolle of having lost her all.
It affords us, however, no small degree of pleasure to turn from these
sorrowlul reflections to speak of the gratitude and satisfaction it affords
us to think that, from our Parochial Schools, help in a two-fold respect
has been sent to those noble fellows in the North Sea, imperilling their
lives and sacrificing every particle of home comfort, as they do, in .order
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to minister to the necessities and requirements, in a way of food, of
their fellow-creatures.
l.ong ere this, we doubt not, the bulk of the thousand copies of
" Walks and Talks with Jesus" have reached their destination in those
far-off and troubled waters. Yea, we go so far as to indulge the hope
that some of the poor fellows who lost their lives in the late snowstorm had themselves read of Jesus by means of that book. God, of
His great mercy, grant that it may have led to mental "walks and
talks" with Him on their part, and that it may have proved but the
prelude to their "seeing Him as He is," and to their "walking and
talking" with Him for ever!
But we have had another great gratification in contemplating the
fact that the many articles of comfort-the cuffs, the mufRers, and the
shields (or face and head protectors)-knitted by the little ones in our
Ragged School, had reached these poor fellows ere the recent rough
weather had set in.
Snre we are that it would have delighted our readers (especially
those who had contributed to the work) could they have seen the
smiling faces of the fathers and the mothers of these dear children, as they,
at one and another of our tea-meetings, had seen specimens of the
handiwork of their little ones, and the way and manner in which it
was applied for the comfort and protection of those poor deep-sea
fishermen. Had we the gift of a draughtsman, we would furnish the
reader with a sketch of what is called a shield, or head-piece, knitted
by these dear children for the fishermen. It is drawn tightly down
over the face and neck, at the same time covering the head, and just
leaving an opening for the eyes. Hence the whole head, and face, and
neck are protected, the comfort of which, in the cutting, blinding snowstorm, must be beyond expression. Ah! we doubt not that, when the
little knitters are fast asleep in their quiet homes and cosy corners,
many a poor fisherman is thanking God for the comfort ministered by
their little tiny hands, and praying Him to protect and bless themyea, to save their future from the perils and privations they themselves
at the moment are called to encounter.
Now, here is Mr. MATHER's letter;.
THE DANGERS OF THE NORTH SEA.
DEAR SIR,-" Is there any place on the face of the earth where a snowstorm is so objectionable as in London 1" said a gentleman in my hearing
the other day.
Perhaps not, "on the face of the earth." But it is infinitely worse at
sea, and worst of all in the North Sea. Thel"e it is not merely reg trded
as "objectionable." but is dreaded more than any other visitation, and is,
as a rule, more disastrous in its results. ~When a snolVstorm bursts upon a
fleet of from .fifty to two hundred trawling smacks, it strikes dismay in its
advance, and leaves desol..tion in its wake, for collisions are inevitable,
and involve sad loss of life.
Every day since the great storm of the 6th instant has brought its fresh
tale of sorrow. First, three poor fellows arrived at Billingsgate by steam
carrier, who had been rescued from a foundering smack, the other three
hands being drowned. On the same day the Sparkling Nellie reached Yarmouth with the solitary survivor from the B1~sy Bee, with which she had
collided amid the blinding snow.
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Following these in rapid succession have come equally distressing reports
from other Heets, each giving fresh point and fervour: to the prayer which
ever, morning by m01ning, ascends to the throne of grace from the
.offices of thIs Mission ashore, and from its vessels at sea-" Lnrd, hasten the
day when. by the generous gifts of Thy people, every trawling fleet shall
have its Mission Ship, and every smacksman know the blessed Saviour as his
tOwn."
During last year, two valuable lives were lost from the Mission Smack
Edwa1'd Auriol, and one (the steward) from the Edward Birkbec7c. Surely
alO one would say, "Hold your hand.
Do not persist in a work which
entails such sacrifice." Thertl is a ready answer to such a protest. Those
three bright yOUlJg Christians were prepared to go to their Master's
presence; but every winter there are broken hearts and desolate homes in
east coast to wns, becallse husbands, fathers, brothers, sons, will never
return from the trawling-grounds; and, alas! in many instances the sorrow
is unrelieved by the Christian's hope of meeting again, to be "for ever with
the Lord."
It is this sad knowledge which makes us give an emphatic refusal to the
timid counsel to stop at home during the winter season. When the Lord
Jesus sent His disciples forth to preach the advent of His kingdom, He
bade them first "heal the sick." rfhis command we are seeking to obey
on the North Sea; and your re:tders will readily understand that, amid the
wild winter gales, when spars, tackle, and gear are constantly giving way,
there is far greater necessilY for the ]Jresence of a Mission vessel, with
its well-stored dispensary, than in the calm nights and sunny days between
May and September.
Forty cases of accident and illness were recently treated in one morning
on board a Mission Smack; and never does an injured man leave the dispensary with"ut hearing of the Lord Jesus, the Great Physician.
If Chris ians on shore realized m"re fully the privation and peril amid
which the twelve thousand North Sea smacksmen are toiling, to supply
our tables with fish, I cannot think we should have much longer to wait
for the full answer to the prayer mentioned above.
Scarcely a week passes without my receiving letters full of expressions of
gratitude to God and to His people, from men who have received help and
healing on board the Mission Ships; but there are other letters which are
laid aside sadly, and with the ejaculation, "Lor£l, how long?" for they are
written by men in fleets as yet ullsupplied with Ihis means of grace; and
one's heart aches on reading again for the hundredth time the question,
"Why rrayn't we have a Mission Sm"ck in lIur fleet 1"
People speak of "the' high price of fish." The pj'ice of fish is paid in
human sujj't;j'ing and h'~man life out upon the North Sea; and it is our
absolute dutv, as English people with consciences and hearts, but., above all, as
Christians, to supply the smacksmen with some at least of the privileges
and comforts with which we ourselves are so amply provided ashore.
Yours faithfully,
E. J. MATHER, Director.
Mission to Deep-Sea Fishermen,
Bridge House, 181, Queen Victoria St1'eet, London, E G.

A CONSCIOUSNESS of inJ:>red sin will cause us to distrust ourselves,
to look continually to Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.
This salutary fe.Lr, implanted in the heart. through the covenant love of
God, alone can keep us from falling. W 13 shall walk over the slippery
paths of this world with safety, when we tread with cautious step, leaning on our Beloved.-Serle.
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EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS.
"WISHING you every new covenant blessing, and much of the Lord's
favour, as you near your journey's end, that you may say, 'Thy rod
and Thy staff, they comfort me'; and, with Jordan in view, may you
feel at peace" , And then, in Jordan's swelling,
Still be helped to sing;
And cross the river telling
The triumphs of your King.'

"Safe beyond the shadows, trials, and grief.,; and may faith sometimes
look forward, and say" 'There are no more shadows yonder,
In the presence of the King.'

"Blissful unions lie beyond this parting veiI."-L. N.
"Death has been busy amon'gst our suffering and aged poor, five
having died since the year commenced. Three were buried last week.
That dear old man, named LEJ'vION, of whom I think I must have told
you, who received so much help and comfort from your books, was
buried on Saturday. He had been a great ~ufferer for ten years. His
end was most blessed. I wrapped up, and went to see him two days
before his death. He was so longing to go home. One foot and leg
were then mortified. The last words he said to a kind Christian man,
who had offered to sit up with him, as his wife was so worn out, were,
'Blessed Jesus, take me home I ' He then turned and fell asleep, never
seemingly to have felt the article of death at' all, and so he passed
away. "-C. B.
"How great are my mercies! How much I have to thank my good
and gracious God! I can and do praise Him with joyful li.ps. I want
my whole soul to be filled with praise and gratltud\l to Him for all
His goodness and loving-kindness to so unworthy a worm of the dust
as I am. "-C. T. B.
"I see by the papers that Lord THuRLOw has announced his intention to bring forward again his motion in favour of the Sunday League.
With such a House, what can we expect 1 But the mercy is, 'The
Lord reigneth.' I can only hope the Lord may awaken the people to
the serious importance of this grave question, and that prayer may be
made to the God of heaven on this behalf.
" What a state poor old Ireland is in! Bad as it was in your time,
the present is worse than ever. I think ,PARNELL'S mild threat, that
the dagger and dynamite could settle the question of dismemberment,
could only be equalled by the maledictions of Archbishop WALSH. I
think the country is in a fearful state-treason, anarchy, and confusion
stalking through the land."-A. B. H.
M
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THE EDITOR TO HIS CONGREGATION.
My DEAR FRIENDS,-I regretted much having to leave home so sud.
denly, but my cough ,was so incessant for some three hours the night
previously to my leaving, that I thought the sooner I resorted to my
native air the better.
Yesterday I consulted myoId friend and medical adviser, Dr. COUSINS.
After careful examination, he said my throat had been overstmined, and
was in a very bad state ·-that nothing but entire rest woulo. restore
me. I quite hope, however, that, by the blessing of God upon the
means used, and the benefit of this my native air, I shall, in the course
of two or three weeks at most, be permitted to resume my humble
and imperfect labours among you.
For this I long far, far more than I can express. Indeed, it is when,
from sickness 0,1' other circumstances, one's labours are interrupted, one
reproaches oneself for not having more becomingly estimated ono's
privileges. Alas! alas! that we should have to learn the value of
things by the loss of them! This is one of the sad features of poor,
fallen humanity.
I was the more anxious t~ have ministered to you, my dear people,
on the Sunday before I left home, because I wished again to take up
the subject which occupied our thoughts on the previous Sabbath evenin€?
You will remember it was with respect to Aquila and Priscilla s
intercourse with Apollos. Now, after speaking to you of his principles
and progress, I was anxious to talk with you of his preaching. Oh, what
was it ~ What btJ.t CHRIST ~ " He mightily convinced the Jews, and that
publicly, showing by the Scriptures that Jesus was Christ." Here was his
Theme-here his Object and Subject-CHRIST! CHRIST! He was the
Alpha and Omega-the First and the Last-the Beginning and the Ending! "JESCS ONLY" was his watchword-this the key-note of his
ministry-and, as I endeavoured to show you, the groundwork and great
principle upon which his testimony was based. He was, as we learn
from a previous verse, "mighty in the Scriptures!"
Now, you will remember, my dear friends, how I sought to enjoin
this upon you in my last sermon. I besought you, in these very solemn
days, and wqen there .is such a marked departure from the simplicity of
"the truth as it is in Jesus," and such a turning aside from" the old
paths," to bring everything to this touchstone-the Word vf the living God I
You will remember the stress which I laid upon that solemn passage"To the law and the testimony; if they speak not according to this
Word, it is because there is no light in them." I spoke of the need of
it divine warrant-a" Thus saith the Lord "-upon the par·t of evory
divinely-commissioned servant of the Lord of Hosts. "Go, speak My
words unto them,": saith the Lord J ehovah. "It is written" is a
wonderful weapon to wield in the battle-field of the King of kings, and
in fighting the good fight of faith.
.
Moreover, with respect to Apollos's preaching, was it not precisely
that which arrested Paul ~ Christ, in His own divine Person, first
revealed Himself to the Apostle-" Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
Me ~" Then, when, at the Lord's command, Ananias visited Paul,
his message was, "The Lord, even Jesus!" How immediately follows
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the glorious fact, in regard to Paul himself-CC And strai,qhtway he
prea;ched Clwist in th", synagogues, that He is the Son of God I" "The Son of
God!" The Sum and Substance of all! The Centre! The Foundation!
The Superstructure! The Sun in the great spiritual firmament! Christ,
rite Son of God! When" Philip went down to the city of Samaria, he
preached Clwist unto them",. and when commanded by the angel of the
Lord to go "from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert," he met there
a man of great authority. At his bidding that he would come up
into his chariot, and sit with him, "he prea,ched unto him Jesus."
Mark, moreover, the like teaching and, the same spirit in Peter,
after that wondrous vision of the sheet let down ftom heaven. What
was his theme when, surrounded by Cornelius and his companions,
who "were all there present before God, to hear all things that were
tCommanded him of God" ~ , Oh, it was" pr6aching peace by Jesus Christ:
He is Lord of a l l . " : '
,
When Paul and Silas were in the gaol of Philippi, and the prison
being shaken to its foundation by the earthquake, the gaoler fell down
before them with the importunate cry, "What must I do to be saved ~ "
what was the soothing and memorable answer ~ " Believe on the Lord
JeslfJl,s Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy h01Jse."
But, my dear friends, need I remind you, after my seven-and-twenty
years' imperfect ministrations among you, that '; preaching Jesus" is
something more than at first sight appears on the surface ~
In order to "PREACH CHRIST," He must be known in a personal,
heartfelt, experimental way. For the necessity for this, you are aware,
my dear people, I have uniformly insisted during my sojourn among
you. In His memorable address to His Father, Christ Himself said,
',' This is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent." Moreover, He said, "I know
My sheep and am known of Mine." Whilst, on the one hand, the
Apostle argues, "How then shall they call on Him in whom they have
:not believed ~ and how shall they believe in Him of whom they have
not heard ~ and how shall they hear without a preacher ~" (Rom. x. 14,)
()n the other hand, he testifies, "I count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that
I may win Christ, and be found in Him, not having mine own
!l'ighteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith
of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: that I may
know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of
His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death" (Phi!. iii.
8-10). For this personal, experimental knowledge the Apostle John
likewise contends, where he says, "That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye alsq may have fellowship with us: and
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus
Christ" (1 John i. 3).
.
Now, my dear people, what is the result-what the blessed issue-_
of this personal knowledge and experimental teaching 1 Why, that
of which the Apostle testified to his son Timothy-" I know whom
I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which
I have committed unto Him against that day." To this noble declara1112
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,tion he adds-" I am now ready to be offered, and the time of
my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith': henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love His appearing."
What, again I ask, is it really and truly to "PREACH CHRIST" 1
It is to proclaim, on the one hand, the utter bankruptcy of human
nature-the fallen, undone, corrupt, guilty, perfectly helpless and
hopeless condition of the sinner-with neither will nor power to produce thought, or word, or action, towards his own salvation; and,
on the other hand, to proclaim the great and glorious tidings that
"Christ is made of Goel" unto such poor, lost, guilty, and undone
creatures, "wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption;
that, according as it is w1'itten, He that glorieth, ,let him glory in the Lm'd. J,
1,Vith respect to my humble labours among you for so many years,
may I not appeal to you upon the ground that, whilst I have insisted
upon the indispensable necessity for being quickened by the Spirit
from our death by nature "in trespasses and sins," "being born again
from above," and that, "if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature;
old things are passed away, and, behold, all things have become new,"
have I not sought to cheer and encourage you by the declaration of
the pmjected and 9Tatuitous character of the salvation which is in C/wist
Jesus? A salvation altogether "without money and without price";
a salvation that needs not the puny hand of man to help, or
interfere with, any more than the ark needed the hand of U zzah to
Have I not, I ask, exulted in the
steady it, in the Psalmist's day ~
testimony, "This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath
sent " ?
Yes, yes, dear friends, living and dying, I would unite with the poet
-and pray God that it may be your privilege likewise so to dowhere he exclaims" My faith would lay her hand
On that dear Head of Thine,
Whilst like a penitent I str.nd,
And there confess my sin.
"Believing, we rejoice
To see the curse remove ;
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice,
And sing His bleeding love."

Whilst writing this letter, my dear friend, the Rev. W. SAUNDERS,
has apprised me of the death of Mrs. CLAYFIELD Il\ELAND. This is
another forcible reminder of one's own mortality. I can most fully
endorse my friend's testimony as to this estimable lady. He says, "I
never held any person in greater respect, esteem, and regard." To this
statement I may add that, for many years past, it has been her uniform
practice, in the most unsolicited way, to contribute to the wants of the
poor of this parish, in whose welfare she has taken so prompt and
practical an interest.
Deeply do I sympathise with her bereaved
family.
I am, my ileal' friends,
South~ea, February 9th, 1886.
YOUR AFFECTIONATE PASTOR.
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ANSWERS TO THE ANXIOUS.
To "A. B.," HIGHBURY.
1. WHAT you express, in regard to realizing .little power or savour,
whilst in the act of reading the Word, is by no means singular. You
.are only one of many who lament the same thing; but be it yours to
persevere in reading, notwithstanding what you feel. Don't lose sight
of the fact that the application of this and that precious portion-and
frequently in so unlooked-for a way--is mostly grounded upon what
has p1'eV'iou:;ly been nad. Hence such reading was not in vain. Upon
this very principle, under the power of the Holy Ghost as the Remembrancer, so many of His dear children have been cheered and
nourished in their meditations upon the Word, whilst, at the very
time, by weakness, prostration, or actual pain, they are altogether
unable to read the Word. Thus it proves that the reading was, as it
were, a time of seed-sowing, to spring up and bear fruit afterwards.
2. You say you love to read certain works, and find comfort and
refreshment in so doing; but why 7 Certainly not because they are
superior to, or opposed to, the Word, but on account of their being
In such works you see
illustrative and confirmatory of the Word.
how the Word operates upon the heart and mind. Hence, with a
hopeful interest you read and reflect. The more closely you scrutinize
your own state, in this particular, the more clearly, we believe, you
will discover the correctness of our statement. Surely the absence of
all worldly pleasure, policy, or pursuits in the said works must prove
that it is not by any carnal taste or fleshly motive you are promptecl
to resort to them.
3. You need not be over-anxious, or yield to an unnecessary disquietude, because you have not been led into precisely the same
depths that some others have. The trial to which you state you were
subjected for five-and-twenty years was quite suffici~nt, without those
deeper depths to which you refer. Had you been called to the one
as well as the other, without additional grace and strength from on
high, overwhelmed you must have been. Remember that, in His
infinite wisdom and Fatherly compassion, the Lord "stays His rough
wind in the day of the east wind."
'
4. You say, "I have been seeking, in my poor, feeble way, for more
than forty years, and feel no further yet."
And what a mercy that,
in regard to that seeking, there has been no swerving-no turning to
the right hand or the left-as to the Object you have been seeking!
Jesus, and Jesus only, has been that Object from first to last. What
should we think of some poor creature who, under a sense of need,
from some cause or other, or perhaps from the prompting of some
inward and unaccountable irifluence, had persistently followed an individual by the day, the month, the year 7 Possibly there had been no
marked encouragement given on the part of such an one to the said
follower; and yet, in spite of such want of encouragement, there was
.still the same seeking and following. Now what, we ask, should we
think of such a case 7 Could we come to any other conclusion than
that there was a remarkable attraction in the said person, the which had
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had an influence and a power that a little word of four letters would
best express 1 Could we doubt the L-O-V-E of that so ardent and persevering a follower 1 Moreover, would not the very fact of such an
one not having received any sign or proof of encouragement only
strengthen our convictions as to the nature of the perseverance oP.. the
part of the follower 1 Were not the earnestness and sincerity of the
poor woman that came to Jesus on account of her daughter proved by
the way she persevered, notwithstanding the two-fold repulse which she
met with 1 Moreover, was not the like reality shown on the part of
Mary Magdalene, in that she lingered at the sepulchre after her companions had gone 1
Well, now, dear unknown one, endeavour to apply the remarks t<>
yourself, as having been so earnest a seeker after Jesus for forty years
and upwards.
Must He llOt-can it be otherwise-that He Himself
has attracted--He drawn thee-more especially as to all but those He
thus attracts and draws, He is "without form or comeliness, that they
should desire Him"? None care for Him but those whom He first cared
for. All who seek Him do so because He has fi~st sought them. They
think of, Him in consequence of His first having thought of them.
They follow because He draws. Blessed be His name, He fulfils His
word, "I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness"; and
there, in His own good time-which is always the best time':-He,
"speaks comfortably" to her-that is, to' "her heart."
5. The lines to which you refer" And those who long My face to see
Are sure My love to gain,"
singular to say, we have been looking for for nearly sixty years'; nor'd<>
we remember to have met with'them throughout that lengthened period
until a few:, weeks sillce, when we found them in a little work lately
published by W. WILEMAN, entitled, " Gather the Childj'en:" Here is
the verse for, which we had been so long auxiously looking--'"The soul that longs to see My face,
Is sure My love to gain;
And those that early seek My grace,
Shall never seek in vain."

; 1,

To "R H.;" S--T.
the little work elsewhere :referred to, entitled, "My
'J.l:[other's Memoir: a. Record of the Providence of God," which fell into our
hands just after our letter to you was despatched, we met' with a statement that confirmed the lineo£ things W!l had suggested to you, namely,
'to see that ,the o,ne ,door was closed before you attempted to open another.
This is almost invariably the Lord's. mode of dealing with ·His children,
nor does He countenance their see'~ing to be beforehand ,with Him''in
the~rmove~ents. The creature's' clock is· very apt to go' too' fast. On
'the contrary, the Lord's keeps time to the second; nor waslhete ever
an instance known of its being' behindhand'.' By whatever 'mode, Divine
lprovidence'travels, it always has its passengers in good time."'" Tal}
'WHILST, reading
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late!" is never to be seen upon post or pillar, deck or doorway, that
in any way may be connected with its movements. Among its rules
and regulations, however, may be found the very significant intimation,
"He that believeth shall not make haste." Flesh and blood are always
in a hurry; faith, never!
Now, the writer of the book before referred to states that, upon one
occasion, he was anxious to vacate certain premises, in order to occupy
others which he thought more desirable. His mother, a shrewd woman,
but,' at the same time, a close observer of the divine guidance,
seemed to recoil from the movement, but, at the same time, sought
counsel-and that diligently-from' on high. Her prayer was answered
in the following remarkable manner:My mother prayed for me to be directed in this important matter concerning my removal [says the writer]. She always waited to hear what God
would direct His servant to say upon such occasions; and the next time we
went to chapel, which W3·S on May 13th, the minister referred, in the course
of his sermon, to the following circumstance. He said that Mr. W ARBURTON,
at the Dunmow anniversary services, related an instance which occurred
under his own observation, illustrating how the Lerd. overturned the Heshly
schemes of His people by the instrumentality of His servants. He said that
he was rather exercised in his mind, one Sabbath morning, as to what part
of the Holy Scriptures he should read to his congregation before the sermon.
As he turned over. the leaves of the Bible, while he was in his study, he
. felt a desire. to find something different to what he had read before. He
thought that he had read first one chapter, then another; and, while turning
over leaf after leaf, he experienced no sweetness as he read therein, and
began to think that the congregation would consider that there was a sameness in his reading, or that he failed to bring a variation of subject before
them. At length he closed the Bible, without selecting any particular
portion. He then att~mpted to pray that his mind might be directed in the
selection of a passage that might be a blessing to the people. He then
opened at the seventeenth chapter of the First Book of Kings, which he read
until he came to the seventh verse-" And it came to pass after a while,
that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land." He
then became forcibly impressed that a person truly walking in ·the fear of God
must not move until the. brook dried up. As he continued to reHect· upon
this, he felt constrained to read the chapter, which. he did, but without any
knowledge concerning what one of his deacons had been doing, who afterwards
related to him the following account.
He was a labouring man, but, as he had no children, he had been
able to save a little money, which had been accumulating for some
years; and, as he was rather advanced in age, he and his wife often
entertained thoughts of investing this money in the purchase of a small
business, by which they hoped to be their own masters, and maintain
themselves, instead of ending their days in servitude. At this time there
was a shop to let in the village where the deacon resided; and, as it had
remained for some time. unoccnpied, he often drew the attention of his wife to
it, and ultimately they" concluded that he should speak to the landlord about
it, to ascertain the amount of the rent, with all particulars concerning it, as it
appeared like a providential opening to favour their wishes. Accordingly, one
Saturday evening, he·. visited the landlord, to whom he communicated his
thoughts upon the subject, and was received so .favourably that the landlord
urged: him to decide t4ere and then to take the shop. This he declined to do,
but proinised to see him on the following Monday morning, and give him
a decisive answer as to whether he would become his tenant or not. When
he returned home to his wife, she inquired of him concerning the shop, whether
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he had taken it. He replied by saying, "No, I have not, for I have·often
been led aright by our minister, the Lord having more than once led him
to say something from the Word which has guided me; and, now I have
not said a word to him about this affair, I feel that I c~n leave it in
the Lord's hand to direct His servant. It shall be settled from the pulpit
to-morrow." And, accordingly, the next day being the Sabbath, Mr. WARBURTON commenced the service by reading the chapter before referred to,
and when he came to the verse, "And it came to pass after a while, that
the brook dried up," he made a pause, and said, "I dare say some of you
think you will'be your own masters. Having saved up a little money, you
think it would be nice to have a little business; and you have been and
looked at a place-perhaps some shop-you think would suit you very
nicely, and to-morrow you must settle it. But let me ask you a question,
and that is, Has the b~'ook dried up where you are 1 because, if it has not,
you had better remain where you are till it does; for mind, Elijah never
removed till the brook dried up."
After the service, the deacon called out to Mr. W ARBURTON, on his way
home (which adjoins his chapel), "I shall not have the shop, sir." Mr.
WARBURTON said, "Why, what do you mean 1" The deacon replied, " I will
come in after dinner and tell you." The deacon fulfilled his promise by
relating the whole of the facts, with heartfelt gratitude to the Lord for
directing His servant. When Mr. W ARBURTON heard this, he assured his
deacon that he did not know anything whatever of his intentions. The deacon
knew that no one could have informed Mr. WARBURTON of the circumstances,
because only himself, his wife, and the landlord were acquainted with them.
Therefore, oil the following morning, being Monday, he fulfilled his promise
to the landlord by going to him and informing him of his intention not to
take the shop. He remained contented in the employment of his master
"until the b~'oo7c dried up."
'When my mother heard this, she felt sure that it was related in answer to
her prayers, and persuaded me to remain where she believed that the Lord
had brought ·us; and I found my mind quite agreeable to this, especially as
the relation of the above incident appeared so appropriate in all its bearings
for my direction.

It was clear, from the foregoing facts, that "the brook had not
dried up." Whenever it has, in His divine faithfulness and tender
love and mercy, the Lord is sure to say to His servants, whoever or
wherever they may be, "Arise, and go to so-and-so," and there assuredly
it shall be found that He (the Lord) "has gone out before them,"
with His own divine commands that they should be "sustained,"
although very probably by the most unseemly and unlikely of means
or instruments.
THE EDITOR.

OTHERS' TROUBLES.
How true is' the saying th~t "one half the world knows not how the
other half lives "! There are many who imagine that poverty is the
greatest trial-that nothing else can compare with it. How far otherwise, however, is the real state of the case! Take, for example, the
following, as stated by a dear friend this day : " I have just heard of a widow lady, left with a small family and
a large fortune. She is good and kind, as was her deceased husband.
I know that her life is rendered very uncomfortable, beca.use, her
position being known, she is beset hourly. by friends, acquaintances,
and strangers for money."
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"THE DARK PLACES OF THE EARTH," AND THEIR
.DOINGS.
IN several numbers of the Old ,Jonathan have appeared extracts from
the letters of a young friend who, in the fall of th~ year, embarked for
Ohina, as a medical missionary. The extracts in question have been of
a most interesting character. As we read the letter addressed to his
sister, under date December 12th, from which we are about to quote,
Psalm lxxiv. 20, was brought forcibly to the mind-" Have respect unto
the covenant, for the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations 6f
cruelty."
.
"I have just had a note put into my hand by my boy," says the
writer. " It is a message from the' Yamen,' or Governor's palace, asking
for quinine for a poor girl there, whose sad story I will briefly tell you
-a story which will give you a little insight to Chinese life.
"In some of my late letters I wrote you, I said something about the
Tauti's secretary, whom I was attending for carbuncle. The case, I
am sorry to say, has ended fatally. I saw my patient on the 4th ult.,
and he was so well that I felt quite justified in leaving him for a few
days in the hands of my assistant, while I went out to the country
with Mr. EDE.
"On my return, on Tuesday the 8th, I got a message from the Yamen
to go and see my patient, who had become much worse. I went at once,
and found him in a very critical state-indeed, so critical that I could
only look for the worst. I could not account for his change in a way
satisfactory to myself, but felt a little light thrown on the case when
one of the mandarins, who speaks English, told me that, the day after
I left, a native doctor had. prescribed medicine for the patient, or rather,
he suppressed the fact that a doctor had been called in, and simply told
me that Chines€' medicine had been given the patient, after taking which
he became much worse, and returned to my medicine, and took large
quantities of it, in the hope that it would make him well.
"I visited him late at night again, and found him sinking, with
symptoms of blood-poisoning. On the day following he died. The case
was to me a source of very much sorrow, as I had confidently looked
for a good result. The cause of death I would not put down to the
Ohinese medicine, yet I cannot tell how far that influenced the case.
The Chinese are full of pride, and do not like to acknowledge themselves beneath the foreigner in medical skill, although they cannot do
otherwise; but their ignorance leads them often to interfere with the
medical attendant and his work. This case may have taught some of
the proud mandarins about here a lesson they won't soon, forget.
"I did not expect to be called to the Yamen very soon again, but
this morning a messenger came for me to go and see the daughter of
the deceased man. You may know, how horrified I was to hear, Ithrough
my assistants, that the girl, to show ·her love to her father, had actually
cut a piece out of her arm, and given it to her father to eat, after being
cooked in some way or other. This is evidently a custom carried out only
. amongst the better class of Chinese, and is lo.oked upon as a very grand
expression of filial devotion, and, wins the highest, praise of all around.
"I went at once to the Yamen, accompanied 'by Mr. EDE.. We were
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taken into the women's apartment-a poor, dirty, untidy place-and, in
a few moments, I1n arm appeared from behind a screen, on the upper
part of which was an unhealthy wound, about the size of a crown piece.
I looked at the wound, felt the pulse, which was up to 124, and then
'refused to do anytping until I should see Mr. CHIN, the Englishspeaking Chinaman, and also the patient whom I was to treat. We
returned. to the dining-room, and had something to eat, in order to
give Mr. CHIN time to put in an appearance. He tarried so long that
I went again to see the case, on condition that the patient would be
brought from behind the screen. . She was brought olit, and, poor thing,
seemed exceedingly nervous lest I should cut her arm, or do anything
to hurt her.
'
"She is a young woman, apparently about eighteen years of age,
with rather a meagre frame, very pale from want of fresh air and
exercise, and, as a matter of course, with feet little more than three
inches in length. The sight made one feel as if China were a country
of barbarians rather than a highly-civilized country.
"I have undertaken the case of this poor girl, on the understanding
that no Chinese practitioner is to be called in· while I am attending,
and I sincerely trust that the case will go on wel1.
"The deed had been done last Sabbath, three days before her father's
death, which took place three days ago, so that the wound has not
,been attended to for six days, which certainly makes the case all the
more anxious.
"I don't wish to be writing these rather unpleasant details over again,
but, in order that my various friends may have an opportunity of forming some idea, both of the barbarous customs of the Chinese, and the
.trouble foreign doctors have in dealing with them, you might lilt this
short scribble go round.
.
"The few days' I spent in the country were full of profit 'and interest
to me, and, I trust, not without benefit to some poor sufferers.
"I have. commenced to-day to take stock of the medicines at the
hospital. Soon after you receive this letter, I shall begin my hospital
work, which I dd trust will be a real means of turning not a few from
darkness unto light. We hope to give sight to the blind, of whom
there are a great number in Formosa, in a literal sense; but we more
earnestly hope that the eye-salve of the Gospel may be applied to not
a few who are now in the darkness of sin and heathenism.
"I think I have received all the letters you have sent me since I left
home, and I assure you it is a great joy to me to get your letters and
the letters of the various other friends who are so kind as to write me
occasionally. The arrival of the mail is one of the happy events of life
. here; but oh, the writing of home letters !~not that there is no joy in
giving as well as receiving, but there are so many to write to, that it
is really impossible to do justice to one's letters. I have sometimes
.felt it a burden to write a letter on account of the great heat, but
to-night is so' cold, that I require to sit with my overcoat on while
.:writing this. Up till now the weather has been very hot. Some days
this week the temperature in some of the coolest rooms in the' com,'pound was up to 70 degs., Fahr., but' to-night is cold and blowy., , .
, ," This is our winter as well as yours, and we sometimes, at the break-
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fast table, talk about the dark, raw mornings you will be having at
home, with your snow, and ice, and mists, &c., 'while we are under a
burning sun.
"In your last letter to me, you mentioned that you were i\D-proving
in health. I do trust the improvement is going on, and that you feel
quite strong now. My own health is all I could wish for; it neverwas better than now.
" We want health of body and health oj soul, and then we, shall be
able to do much which would otherwise be undone. I do hope that
the Lord will grant us both these blessings, and make us bot.h fruitful
for Him. ' We have not chosen Him, but He has chosen us, and; ordained
us, that we might bring forth fruit to Him.'
_
"'Vith a brother's love, I remain,
"Taiwa'fljoo, Formosa."
. "IJOHN.'"
SOWING BESIDE ALL WATERS.
AMONG the numerous letters received respecting the hymJ~, "Littl&
Talks with Teacher JOT, 'Can there be Hope JOT Me? '" we have h[Ld two or
three from Mr. R. HAMPSON, Superintendent of the Sunda~ School
and Master of the Day School of the parish of St. Paul, S.outhport.
These letters are, to our own mind, of the most grateful ,~haracter.
inasmuch as they bespeak the deep interest of the dear children with
respect to the verses in question. In a letter just to lnnd, Mr.
HAMPsoN says, for example, "We h;tve almost all shed \tears of
thankfulness and joy, through your verses; and I do really hiJpe they
will continue to be blessed in the parish."
'
Now, when we contemplate the vast amount of erroneous ,teaching
so rife in the present day, it does afford us no small degree' of comfort and satisfaction to receive such a testimony as the foregomg, and,.
at the same time, to feel that it is but one of many, for lett ers come
from all parts of the kingdom, stating how deep the interestfthe dea.ll'
young people have taken in the lines. Numerous, moreo,~er, have
been the testimonies as to the intelligent and the heartfelt way in
which the verses have beenre"peated. This encourages us to hope
that the Lord the Spirit has touched the hearts and consc: iences of
very many of the little learners.
Facts, too, that have come to our knowledge have tended./" to, con.firm the remarks of our dear friend and brother, the ] ~ev. ' w.
SAUNDERS, who, upon first hearing the piece read, expre is,qed his
belief. th.at it ,v-ould lead to the searching of, hea~t and tpersonal
exammatIOn of many a parent and teacher, promptmg' the t mental
inquiry as to whether they .personally understood, and were jsavingly
ill~e~ested in, the truths embo~ied in ;the lin~s ~ I~ confi~mati~l ~ of ~his
opmlon, we have had one testImony. III partICular, III whIch thll I feehng.
upon the part of a teacher, :was so very marked \1nd conspic ~ous.
Under all the' circumstances, therefore, we cannot but thE Ink God
and take courage from the hope that, in the closing up of oud earthly
ca~eer, 'we have. ,been permitted to write, and to scatter so' ,Ifa;,' a~d
.wIdely, ·thatwhlCb, when we' are "gone the way of all .the ear J,h, WIn
,spring up. and bring forth -fruit to the praise of the glory ;of H Iis grac~.
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Morel ver, not merely in regard to the lines themselves, but with
respect Iso to the truths embodied in the books which have been
issued a rewards for learning the hymn, namely, "The Gospel Preached
to ~Babe ,. or, A Mother's Little Talks abmd Jesus," and "Old Jonathan's
Walks a' d Talks with his GrandchildTen," we trust that lasting benefit
may ari. e to the dear children who have received them in recognition
of their patience and perseverance.
In pr( of of the Scriptural knowledge of the dear children entrusted
instrume tally to Mr. HAMPSON'S care, we are only too happy to
quote tl e following from a Southport journal, in which the subject
of Free Schools and Religious EducatiDn had been recently discussed.
Here is he extract, which will indeed speak for itself:FREE SCHOOLS AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.
DURING (he recent election contest, we published a letter, bearing the fore·
going he ,of Mr. R. HAMPSON, of St. Paul's Schools, in the course of
which he said;"If a, ults do not know what to do whpn the least danger exists as to
;religious instruction, let them go to some school where the souls of the
children are earnestly attended to, and the juveniles will soon put their
elders in the right frame of mind. For the sake of .giving you something
to judge from. I send herewith sample essays, from many otherd of almost
equal va ne, written by my own pupils. The writers are aged respectively
ten, elev n, and fourteen. The information they contain, and the points
dealt wit ,were not conveyed in essay form, but were picked up by the
children from the general Bible exposition I have given. They have been
allowed t tell their own tale, in their own way, without any help from me
or any or ,e else. They were simply asked to write a short essay on " Salvation,"
dealing' ith the Bible principles as much as possible, in the short time at
their di:posal. Some of the results I leave you now to judge from. If
you cou Id see your way to print them simultaneously with this letter, or
'immedia tely afterwards, they might set the public mind right far more
than m~ letter or anything any adult might say. Will such essays be
,possible 'under the new regime 1 "
The f llowing, which are the essays alluded to, will no doubt be read
with int rest;AGE lO.-SALVATioN.
What Salvation Is.-Salvation is safety. There are two parts to the salvation ]. am going to speak of. The first one is, safety from sin; and the
other, s', fety from the punishment due to sin.
Salvai ,'on through Christ.-Christ bOught us our salvation by dying on the
eross. ('hrist saved us from the punishment due to sin. There is no other
that can save us. Salvation comes from God alone. No one else can give it.
Who \ t is Given to.-Salvation is given to penitent sinners. When the
sinner g -eta salvation, he is so happy and thankful that he tries to serve
God wit h all his heart; but just before he realizes it, he is so sad and
miserabl e that he knows not what to do.
Holy Ghost's Work-The Holy Ghost first works in us conviction of sin,
and the] 1 makes us anxious about our souls, and finally leads us to the
.salvatior of Christ. The Father must lrave loved us to have sent His Son,
and the Son must have loved us to have come and died for us, and the
Holy G: ost mUst have loved us to work in us.
AGE n.-SALVATION.
The E alvation of Christ is the only way that will save. "There is salva,tion in no other." It saves, first, from sin; and secondly, from the eonse.quences of sin, and the inevitable consequences of sin is death. ." The
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wages of sin is death." If we were righteous, we should need no
but, as we are not, salvation is necessary for eternal life. "There
righteous, no, not one." Moreover, we are, but for the grace
irreparably wicked. "The heart of man is desperately wicked."
it.
Salvation is free. It would be an insult to God to attempt to
It is free to us, but it cost God the most precious thing in he en or
earth-the blood of Christ-so it is also priceless. All the world, its lealth,
the stars, the moon, the sun, everything in nature, would not, if mu iplied
a million times, purchase the smallest particle of it.
Salvation is full. Christ will not give a part or a little bit. It
all or none. A creature may not have a part of the glory.
Salvation is eternal. It will not stop after having been once begUlh. It
will go on for ever and ever.
Salvation is divine. A man cannot give or make it.
Everybody may have salvation-the richest, the poorest, the highe~ the
lowest. It is free to all. The old distinction between Jew and Gen ile if>
now done away with. The patriarchs were saved through Christ's redem )tion.
Although it was thousands of years previous to the appointed time f. the
payment of the price, God could trust His Son.

iUY

AGE 14.-SALVATION.

By the term" salvation" we mean, the saving of a man's soul. The
two parts to salvation, namely, the saving of a man from sin, and the p
ment due. to that sin. Salvation comes .about through Christ. He i
Substitute-the Saviour from our sin and the punishment due for tha~ sin.
It is because of this that we generally end our prayers with, "Through Jesus
Christ our Lord," &c.
People talk about there being free salvation, but in reality there r no
such thing. As we all know, our salvation has been purchased with the
blood of God's only Son, and nothing worldly can procure it for us. Al our
charity will not buy it. God does not sell it, but gives it to us for not ng.
God saw that, if He waited until man saved himself, He would have to ait
for ever, so He exclaimed in the blue vaults of heaven, "Who can go· nd
save them from their sins 1" And the response from Jesus Christ came. It
was this-" I'll go! Send Me." God examined the plan, and saw that .. He
could send Him. This was the first step towards salvation.
We have many verses in .the Bible teaching salvation through Ch ·st.
This is one-" There is no salvation in any other." By hunting the R le
through, we shall find 'many other texts amounting to the same teaching;
If a person has salvation he rejoices, because he knows he is sure to giOO
heaven, because God has said so. God is delighted with Jesus' Chr t,
because He has brought about salvation. By this we see the interest
d
takes in us, poor undeserving sinners. God the Father, God the Son,
d
r
God the Holy Ghost have equal works to perform in connection with
salvation. God the Father sent His Son to be our Substitute; God the S n
consented and came; and God the Holy Ghost prepares us for our heave y
,
home.
.
Another name for a man who has salvation, and, therefore, grace, is, «
man who has been born again." By this we mean, born to holiness, &c., a
therefore dying to trespasses and sin.
We can tell wh:ether a man has been born again, or has received salvatio
by his .works. We have an illustration of this in the following text-HE
their fruits shall ye knolv them."
.I
How different it is 'to be at the death-bed of the Christian, and at the death...
bed of the one who has not got salvation! In the former, we see the eye beam-ing with joy because he will soon be in the presence of his God. That God
will not stand before h~m to judge his faults, but to conduct him to his
place of eternal happiness. .On the other hand, the unsaved sinner dreads>

174

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

meeting his God, because he has to give an account of his evil doings, and
knows ~hat he will have to 'Stand the punishment thereof.
Sinners obtain salvation by praying to Christ for it. They do not get it
by the praying, but by their motives in doing so. People often receive
grace, lmd therefore salvation, at Bible lessons, and prayer-meetings, and
at all times, but especially when they assemble and meet together for prayer,
praise, hearing of God's Word, and thanksgiving. For this reason people
should always be present at such meetings. From the beginning of the
world Christians have been dying and going to heaven. They got to heaven
by believing that Christ would cleanse them from all their iniquity.

Whilst the foregoing is a striking illustration of the truth of the
sacred ,Vord, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast
perfecf,ed praise," to how many, alas! who have set themsolves up as
leaders and teachers of their fellow-men, in regard to divine things,
chey will prove but as pambles !

A LETTER TO THE YOUNG.
To 'I'HE MANY LEARNERS OF THE HYMN, "LITTLE TALKS WITH
TEACHER; OR, 'CAN THERE BE HOPE FOR ME ~ ,,,
My DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS,-I cannot tell you how much pleasure it
bas given me to find so many have responded to my wish that they
would learn the above. It proves what the resolve to "try" will do,
and what perseverance in "trying" will accomplish. I have heard of
(me little one h~re and there becoming discouraged, even so far as to
shed tears at their failing to learn the verses; but then again they
thought, "Why, what's the use of crying? l had better turn again to
trying",. and so they have wiped away their tears, and they have soon
got over their trouble; and having, like others, repeated the verses,
have won the prize.
And now, my dear children, I cannot tell you how anxious I am that
the Lord may be pleased to bless to your never-dying souls' eternal
proJit what you have thus learnt. That was my great object in writing
the' verses; and the many that have learnt them, and the earnest
and. feeling way in which I have heard from so many persons they
haye repeated them, makes me the more desirous that they may prove
lasLing blessings to you. Oh, that the Lord may mercifully grant that
tho teaching may abide! May the Holy Ghost so open your young
minds to the ,nature of sin, the state of the world into which you are
born, and the dangers which will beset you on every hand, as to cause
yeu to cry, "My Father, be Thou the Guide of my youth!" Yea, may
He implant the earnest plea, "Create in me a clean heart, and renew
within'me a right spirit!"
Ah! my dear, dear young friends, I am a very old man now, and
llm looking almost daily for my summons. into another world. I
know that I cannot live much longer, and therefore I am the more
anxious to say what is laid upon my heart to address to you. Well,
although I am now so old, yet I do not forget what I felt when I
was very young-much younger than most of you. Some of my first
thoughts, when I was a very little boy, sitting with my feet dangling,
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my logs being "too short for my feet to reach the floor; and, when
j\lkt I1,ble to read a book about a little girl that had died at nine
YIl/l,rs of age, I remember the' writer (a dear old minister) said, "Some
:!tilurcn are anxious about their souls, it may be, from hearing a sermon,
or from something that has happened-it may be, an accident, or
]JO"haps a death that, has taken away one of the family, or a friend,
01' n,cquaintance-hut these impressions soon -wear off, and they think
110 more about it."
"Oh," thought I, "that's just my case. That is
110w I feel-thoughtful or anxious for a little time, and then it soon
\YelU's off, and I think no more about it."
Now, my dear young friends, it is very nearly seventy years since
these were my thoughts and feelings, and yet they are so fresh upon
my mind, almost as though they were the thoughts and feelings of
yesterday. Now, does not this prove how what we may fancy has been
forgotten, or what we m'ay indulge the hope that God thinks no more of,
may be brought to our recollection at any moment ~
And oh, do let me remind you that the only way in which sin,
or guilt, or evil of any kind, can really be removed, and so taken
ofI' the mind and conscience as to leave no sting or fear behind,
is by the application to the heart and conscience of the blood of
Jesus! Oh, be assured it is that precious blood, and that alone, that
"cleanseth from all s~n"! It is the blood that speaks pardon and
the blood that brings peace-yea, a "peace that passeth all under2tanding:," and which "keeps the heart and mind through Christ Jesus."
No words of man can give this peace. No 'Works or doings of the
<Cl'eature can produce this pardon. It is false-utterly false, deceptive, and
destructive to the last degree-to say that men calling themselves God's
priests can pardon sin or do away with transgression. These practices
arc among the signs and tokens of the last days, the which the Scriptures
dearly show should come, and deBote, too, that "the end of all things
was at hand."
I beseech you, then, dear children, to think of. this. At the sanw
time, I earnestly and affectionately entrE;Jat you to read your Bibles. I
would say to you, as my ever-dear mother used to say to me, "Read
your J3ible. If it be but a few verses, read it every day." Ah! dear
'<chil<lren, I believe I shall have to praise God throughout eternity
for having given heed to that simple request of my dear long-sainteq
mother. I remember, too, her writing to me, in the year 1826, when
speaking of the Christian's course through this world, "It is a warfare,
but the Lord has promised complete victory, through the blood o~ the
Lamb.",
Dear children, although you are born into a sinful world, and that,
too, with a nature prone to go astray-with hearts" deceitful above all
things, and d!3sperately wicked "-yet, "LOOKING TO JESUS," you have
nothing to fear. He is "mighty to save," and" able to do exceeding
abundantly above all we ask or leven] think." Remember, too, He
says, "I love them that love Me, and those that seek Me early shall
find Me." He says, too, "Come now, and let us reason together: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be a~ white as snow; though they be
;red like crimson, they shall be as wool." Moreover, it is written, for
your encouragement, "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way ~
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By taking heed thereto, accord'ing to 'Thy Word." The Bible, blessed
be God, is "a lamp unto his feet and a light unto his path."
God bless you, dear young friends, and, when the trials of life are
over, may we, of His great goodness and mercy, meet around His
throne; and then and there will
" we sing more sweet, more loud,
And Christ shall be our song."

Farewell, dear children.
Your loving friend and well-wisher,
St. Lulce's, Bedminster, January 31st, 1886.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
THE NOTICE-BOARD ON ST. LUKE'S CHURCH,
BEDMINSTER.
WE have received the annexed lettel' in reference to the gross misstatement spoken of in our last Number. It is in reply to Mr. R. H.
DEARDEN, who wrote to Mr. CHANDLER upon the 'matter of his statement as to the record upon the notice-board of the church where we
labour :Acc1'ington, January 26th, 1886.
SIR,-I would not knowingly 'make an incorrect statement. The next
time I am in Bristol, I will go purposely to the church and endeavour to
ascertain how the mistake has arisen. If I find it as you say, I will make
full apology to the worthy Doctor.
l}'Iost respectfully yours,
G. CHANDLER.
To M1". Dearden.

It having been suggested that possibly such a notice as "Holy
Baptisms" was given 'on the board of the church of St. Luke's, Barton
Hill, we went there for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not it
was so. We found the record in question. "Holy Baptisms" is the
wording there given. This does not, however, justify the charge
brought· against us by Mr. CHANDLER, nor acquit him of injustice and
misrepresentation. St. Luke's, Barton Hill, is one thing, and St. Luke's,
Bedminster, is another. They are at least ,a mile apart, and in a totally
different locality. Moreover, our name and services have been identified
with the latter, for upwards of seven-and-twenty years; and we can
scarcely conceive it possible for a resident in Bristol or its suburbs,
much less any interested in its places of worship, to direct an inquirer
after the scene of our labours to Barton Hill in lieu of Bedminster; the
church connected with which has uniformly been announced as standing
by the river side, centrally between the Bath and Bedminster bridges,
and within five minutes' walk of the railway terminus-a position
altogether differing from the church of Barton Hill.
Moreover, we question if any of our readers will consider Mr.
CHANDLER'S letter by any means complimentary, as far as we personally are concerned. Notwithstanding the decided terms in which we
denied his statement, he writes as though in .doubt of the accuracy of
that denial, simply promising an apology in the event of his. discovering his mistake upon his next visit to Bristol.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I enclose paper to the value of £34s., thus
making £10 for Walks and. Talks with Jesus. I hope that you have
received a good round sum for the same. The state of things at
home and abroad is very dark indeed. What a mercy to be on the
winning side-to be a member of the Church of Christ!
Having just returned home from holding several meetings in the
North of England, I have only time to write you these few lines for
the March issue.-Yours very sincerely,
CHARLES BRIDER.
Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury, February 20th, 1886.
[We most thankfully acknowledge the following contributions, in
answer to our appeal for funds to enable us to send one thousand
'Copies of Walks and Talks with Jesus for the use of the above Mission:Miss HANKINSON, 2s.; Anonymous, 5s.; The Misses TAYLOR, £1;
from Mr. BRIDER and Friends, £6 16s.; Mrs. C. T. BARGE, 2s. 6d.; Mr.
T. WILLIAMS, 2s. 6d.; Mrs. E. N. KNOCKER, 2s. 6d. ; Mr. G. FLITTON,
3s.; Mrs. TODD, £5; Mr. B. WILLCOX, £1; Two Servants, Is. 6d.;
From Liverpool, 3s. 6d.; Miss ASH, 12s.; W. S. PORTER, 10s.; Miss
eOGLE, Is.; A Poor Woman, Is.; Mr. BRIDER, additional sUbscriptions
(as above), £3 4s.-ED.]
"WALKS AND TALKS WITH JESUS."
WE have received letters of thanks from the Chaplains of the Mission
to Seamen residing at Cardiff, Cowbridge, and Bristol, for the grant of
five hundred of the above work, which, through the kindness of a
friend, we have been enabled to forward for the use of the above
Mission.
SONGS OF THE WILLOW; OR, POETICAL PRAYERS FOR
THE WEAK IN FAITH.
PRAYER FOR INCREASE OF FAITH.
"Lord, increase our faith! ,,_LUKE xvii. 5.
Oh, great Lord, my faith is weak! .
Let Thy love my fetters break;
Grace, oh, give to trust in Thee!
Th.ou alone canst set me free.

When Thy presence cheers my soul,
Then my faith all fears control;
But when sin my soul assails,
Then again mistrust prevails.

This, 0 Lord, Thou'st made me feel,
'Tis Thy work to save and heal;
Thine alone it is to g,ive
Faith by which the soul can live.

Oh, great Lord, such faith now give
As shall bid my soul to live!
Through it, grant me, Lord, to prove
Interest in Thy dying love.

Lord, I long to call Thee mine,
And to say that I am Thine;
On Thy promise to depend,
And to know Thou art my Friend.

This alone will joy impart;
Shield me from eltch fiery dart;
To my conscience bring Thy blood;
Cause my soul to rest in God.

Brighton.

W.

POOLE BALFERN.
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Strm.O'ns anD i.O'1tS .0'£ £)trm.O'ns.
THE FIRST AND SEOOND BIRTH.
RECALLINGS OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. SILAS' CHURCH, BRISTOL,
ON SUNDAY EVENING, JANUARY 24TH, 1886, ON THE OCCASION OF
HIS BIRTHDAY, BY THE REV. W. SAUNDERS, VICAR.

"Being born again, not of C01'1'uptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
lVord of God, which liveth and abideth f01' eve1', For all flesh is as grass,
and all the glory of man as the flowe1' of grass, The grass withereth, and
the flowe1' thereof falieth away: but the Word of the Lord endureth for evC1'.
And this is the Word which by the Gospel is preached unto you."-l PETER
i. 23-25.
THESE words may be not inappropriately termed, a natural and a spiritual
birthday text. It was in the year 1850 that my soul was set at
joyous liberty under a sermon by the Rev. R. SHUTTE, then Rector of
the united parishes of St. Augustine and St. Faith, Watling Street,
London, from the first verse of the text, and to-day I commemorate
the first day of my natural life. The second verse seems congenial
with my own feelings as I contemplate this fac,t, and also the brevity
of human life,
Relying on the aid of the Holy Spirit, we will consider, first, OU1'
natural life, then the. believer's spiritual life, and then draw some lessons
in comparison and in contrast j1'om both.
1. Our Natural Life.-" All flesh is as grass" (ver. 24).
1. In its origin and termination. Oompare Genesis i, 11, 12, with i.
26, 27. Had man remained an unfallen being, it is not for us to determine whether the analogy would have held good between man and grass/"
but, after man's shameful fall, the death penalty fell upon the human race,
and the curse upon the ground itself-" Cursed is the ground for thy
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also
and thistles shall it bring forth to thee, and thou shalt eat the herb of
the field j in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return
unto the ground j for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and
unto dust shalt thou return" (Gen. iii. 17-19).
We sometimes wItness the ploughshare driven into a field of pasture
land. The grass is buried underneath, and there it dies and rots, How
many myriads of mortal remains have been laid beneath the clod..
of the cemetery and graveyard this very day, there to return to its
kindred earth, ashes, and dust! And what saith the Patriarch ~ "Man
that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble, Hecometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow,
and continueth not" (Job xiv. 1,2) j so that, both with respect to its
origin and termination, "all flesh is as "grass."
These words hold good2. With regard to the ~tncertainty of life. This may not be for the
I:JOment so apparent. But, in viSiting the country in the summer
season, we sometimes see a field of grass fit" for the scythe, yet we
know not the exact' time when it will be mown down. All we know

The Gospel MagaZz"lte.

179

is, that it will shortly come to pass. Were we to ask the owner or
the tenant of the field, he could tell us probably the day, or even the
hour, when, by the machine or the scythe, it would be laid low.
We mingle, too, with myriads of our fellow-creatures in this large
city.
If given to soliloquising, we may say, in the words of Holy
Writ, "One generation passeth away, and another cometh." "Our
fathers, where are they ~ and the prophets, do they live for ever ~ "
We may also truly add-" In a very few years these myriads will
have passed into eternity, unless our divine Lord shall very quickly
come." But we know neither the time, nor the place, nor the manner,
even of our own departure. This much (and this is all) we knowthat our place on earth must very soon know us again no more.
And this remark holds true of everyone of the swarming thousands
around us. Whether the deaths will be sudden or protracted, violent
or peaceful, on land or by sea, by a so-called accident or in the course
of nature, all, all is uncertain to us. But" known unto God are all
His works [and all His ways] from the beginning of the world"
(Acts xv. 18). Every event, even the most minute, from the time of
our entrance into the world to that of our exit from it, is written
down in His providential book. Yes, brethren, we may truly say that
"all flesh is as grass," in contemplating the uncertainty of human life.
3. Man's frailty and glory. This is likened to "the flower of grass."
The flowers of the field are usually the first to wither and decay.
The 'text speaks of "the flower of grass," and we may lawfully do the
same. Whether it be the foxglove in the hedge, or the beautiful
variegated clover and trefoil flowers-the glittering daisies, the golden
buttercups, the pink-eyed cowslips, or the chaste, delicate snowdropsthese are all "the flower of grass." How eagerly do the chi~dren
seek after and grasp these flowers of grass! And, when they have them
in possession, do they not wither and fade in a single day ~ Fit
emblems, indeed, of the glory of the natural man! Not so eager are
the children to grasp the flowers of the field as are the children of this
world in their hot pursuit after the honours, the glories, the vanities,
of this mortal state, all of which, even if they do not elude their grasp,
sooner or later bitterly mock their brief possessors with cruel
disappointment. The question of the heart, with its aching void, full
often is" Happiness! .thou lovely name!
Where's thy seat? Oh, tell me where 1 "

To which the answer must be returned-yea, the querists are compelled
to return it to themselves"Learning, pleasure, wealth, and fame,
All cry out-' It is not here!'
Not the wisdom of the wise
Can inform me where it lies:
Not the grandeur of the great
Can the bliss I seek create."

The world has been likened to a circle, and the heart of man to a
triangle, and a triangle can never fill a circle. Neither the beauty
N
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of Absalom, nor the possessions of Ahab, nor the glory of Haman, nor
the gold of Balaam, could satisfy their inordinate desjres.
" All flesh is as grass ': if we consider4. The brevity of human life.
In the morning green and growing,
and in the evening cut down and withered. "Though men be so strong
that they come to four-?core, years, yet is their strength then but
labour and, sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we flyaway" (Psa.
~c. 10). " We flyaway! " But the dead body flies not. It remains an
inert mass of corruption. The spirit flies. But whither doth it flee 1
" Was he a sinner unrenewed 1
I tremble with affright;
His pleasures end in endless woe,
His day in endless night!"
I

,

Had he been washed iu the precious blood and clothed in the perfect
righteousness of Jesus 1
" His spirit stands before the throne,
Washed clean from every stain ;
No more to taste of sorrow's cup,
No more to sin again."

n. Onr Spiritual Life.-" Being born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever" (vel'. 23). Let us notice1. The source of this new life. Except with regard to the fact of this
great change, the mystery of the new life is not a subject for dogmatism. But we may ask, What is this incorruptible seed 1 It is generally
I am inclined to believe
thought, to be the inspired Word of God.
that it is the incarnate, the essential, the eternal Word of God (see
John i. 1, 2, with Revelation xix. 13). Is not this the seed of the
woman which should bruise the serpent's head 1 Did He not say ·of
Himself, "Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it
abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit" 1 (John
xii. 24.) Is not this the sow'ce of our new life 1 Did He not " bring
forth much fruit" 1 He died indeed, but God did not suffer His Holy
One to see corruption. Was not our divine Lord's resurrection the
procuring cause of our regeneration, or new birth 1 (see 1 Peter i. 3.)
2. The instrnmentality of our new life. What is this 1 Is it not,
according to the text, the preaching of the Gospel 1 "And this is the
Word which by the Gospel is preached 71,nto yon" (ver. 25).
Ill. The Lessons.--We have now. to draw a few lessons from the
subject.
,
1. In Comparison.-Both the natural and the spiritual life are derived
from a federal head.
'
,
'Our natural life is derived from Adam. When he incurred the
death penalty in the qarden of Eden, the whole human race were in
him, as the oak is contained in the acorn. Then it was that "death
passed upon all men," in whom, i.e.• Adam (margin), all have sinned
(Rom. v. 12). Every child born into this world, and every human
being passing out of it-every corpse we gaze upon, every funeral procession we see every mound in a graveyard we behold-all should
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remind us of our federal union in Adam, both in life and III
death.
Our spiritual life iil also derived from a covenant, federal Head. As
Adam was the covenant head of all his seed in nature, so is Jesus,
the Second Adam, the covenant Head of all His seed in grace. Our
thoughts fly b,tek to the Garden of Eden for the origin of our union
in Adam. In vain we seek to give wing to our thoughts in seeking
to reach the period of our union-our federal, mystical union-in Jesus,
for it was "before times eternal" (Revised Version). Adam was the
first man openly, but Jesus was the First Man secretly (see Prov. viii.
22-31, with Col. i. 15-18). When God said, "Let Us make man
after Our image," it was said, without doubt, with an eye to Jesus,
hence He is called "the figure," the TIJ'IrOS, namely, the type, "of Him
that was to come" (Rom. v. 14). This, then, beloved, is He, the
federal Head, whence our new, our spiritual, our resurrection life is
derived.
There is another comparison to be made2. Between our natural and our spiritual life.
It is a truism that
they are both bestowed upon us in this world. The Christian has both
a natural and a spiritual birthday. It has been truly said, " Born once,
we die twice; born twice, we· never die! " Well-nigh every person now
listening to my voice knows the date of his or her natural birthday.
Beloved friends, do you know the date of a spiritual birthday ~ If
you know not the date, do you know the fact? To some it is revealed
more clearly and quickly than to others, both being the eternally and
equally loved children of God. "Ve believe that the sovereign operations
of the Holy Ghost in the new birth are instantaneolls, but some of
the Lord's dear children have to v,-.ait for long for its manifestation
and realization. But there are testing marks whereby it may be realizingly known. What are the evidences in nature, whereby it is ascertained that the new-born child is alive ~ The child breathes, it cries,
it seeks its natural food. What are the evidences in grace of the new
birth unto righteousness ~
" Prayer is the Christian's vital breath;
The Christian's native air."

Know you anything of the cry from the ground of the heart, " God,
be merciful to me, the sinner "~ Have you ever sent to heaven the
piercing cry, "Lord, save me! I perish "~ And have you, as a
new-born babe, desired the spiritual, the unadulterated "milk of the
Word, that you may grow thereby " ~
In a word, have you" tasted
that the Lord is gracious" ~ "Examine yourselves, beloved, whether
ye be in the faith j prove your own selves."
In both the natural and the spiritual life there is1. A Contrast. Only one out of many can be· noticed here.
The
uncertainty of the one, the certl!inty of the other. The uncertainty
of the natural life has already been shown, if that indeed were
needed. But what saith the glorious Master ~ "Verily, verily, I say
unto you, He that believeth on Me hath everlasting life" (John vi. 47).
What saith the "Resurrection and the Life" ~ " He that believeth
in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live j and whosoever
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liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.
Believest thou this?"
(John xi. 25, 26.)
Alas ! my brethren, how many there are, by their teaching this very
night, who are giving the lie to Him who is "the Truth"! The
answer of thousands of false teachers virtually is, "No, we don't believe
a word of it ! " and they hate and revile those who do.
Beloved, have ye so learned Christ ~

irot£sfttnt
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WHAT "HOME RULE" MEANS.
THE Morning Post says, "Home Rule in Ireland means either civil war,
or the instant destruction, not only of landlords, but of the lawabiding and Protestant classes generally. It means the admission of a
principle which must in the end tear the British Empire limb from
limb. It means a hostile Republic carved out of our very side-the
establishment of ruinous duties on our manufactures-the forfeiture of
millions of our money. In external affairs, it means the supremacy of
an unfriendly American influence, and the creation of a vantage-ground
from which the invasion of England might be attempted from the
Continent. For industrial Ireland it means annihilation; for honest
Ireland, expatriation; for all, delivery to the terrorism which murders
and maims man and beast alike. Finally, it means a desertion of thousands of the Queen's subjects so base that language can scarcely
describe it."
The Sheffield Daily Telegraph" does not suppose that Mr. GLADSTONE
can find very special gratification in pulling the empire to pieces; but
then, this is a case in which the empire stands in the way of Mr. GLADSTONE'S love of power and his plans for rehabilitating a shattered
reputation, and rounding off with a third term of supreme authority a
career whose future must be, as he told a handful of admirers at
Portsmouth recently, 'very short.'"
"PROGRESS OF POPERY IN GREAT BRITAIN SINCE 1851."
Under the above heading, the "Monthly Letter of the· Protestant
Alliance" contains a statement in tabular form of the spread of
Roman Catholicism, as gathered from Popish sources. Of course,
these must be received with caution; but, according to the statistics
here given, where the total number of priests in Great Britain, in 1851,
was 958, there are now (including such as have been invalided, retired,
or nnattached) 2,599. Churches, chapels, and stations in 1851, 683;
now, 1,575. Religious houses of men and branch houses ih 1851, 17;
now, ~25. Religious houses of women in 1851, 53; now, 403. Colleges
in 181l1, 11 ; now, 31. Seven members of the Privy Council, thirty-three
members of the House of Lords, and eighty-two members of the House
of Commons are Roman Catholics. Alas! alas! what may we expect
with such an array against the Protestantism of our land 1
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ROME'S DELIGHT IN MR. GLADSTONE'S RETURN
TO POWER.
THE English .Churchman thus speaks of recent movements :--" The
Church of Rome has reason for' great thankfulness that Mr. GLAD~
:S'I'0NE has once more come into office. as' Prime Minister. The
Right Hon. gentleman has given offices in his new Government to a
;greater number of Roman Oatholics than any Government has possessed
:since the Papal J ames n. was hurled from the throne of England.
The Marquis of RIPON, a well-known pervert, has been appointed
First Lord of the Admiralty. Had he been in such an office when the
Spanish Armada, with the blessing of the Pope, arrived off our shores,
:for'the purpose of crushing Protestantism in England, how would he
have reconciled his duty to his Sovereign with his duty to the so-called
Vicar. of Ohrist 1 Lord KEN'l:ARE-also a Romanist-'-has returned to
the office of Lord Ohamberlain. Mr. OHARLES RUSSELL, Q.O., a zealous
member of the same Ohurch, is the new Attorney-General. One who
was educated by the Jesuits-Lord Justice NAIsH-has been again
:appointed LOl!d Ohancellor of Ireland. It is to be remembered, in connection with these appointments, that the Papacy expects to re-conquer
England, not by the ordim.ry perversion of Protestants, but by gradually
;securing more and more political power. In this connection the Romish
Church owes a deep debt of gratitnde to Mr. GLADSTONE."

ENGLAND ONOE MORE WARNED.
AT the close of a leading article, the Bristol times and lIfirror recently
i'emarked : , '" The policy of giving something like a responsible Government to
Ireland. of capturing the leaders of the Irish revolutionary party, and
-of giving them power in order to make them responsible '.this is Mr. MORLEY'S idea of what is the best means for solving
<the Irish problem; and Mr. GLADSTONE must agree with him, or he
would not make him Ohief Secretary. The country, therefore, now
knows what it has to expect; and, if it does not revolt against the
proposal, it is clear that nothing will have power to rouse the people
,out of the slumber of indifference, religious and civil, but some huge
national disaster, to be traced unmistakably to the hand of Mr. GLAD:STONE. And, unhappily, the disaster is close upon us, and fast marching on. The PARNELL and OHAMBERLAIN Government are preparing
to work the mischief, while Mr. GLADSTONE, like the chorus' in a
Greek play, may in words remonstrate and deprecate, though in acts
he will not assent only, but direct and stimulate, however desperate
·the deed to be done-dismemberment of' the Empire first, with its
(lecline and fall; and then overthrow of Ohurch and Queen, with fall
Unless the cmmtry awake speedily from its lethargic sleep,
and ruin.
w.e shall find Lord Palmerston's prediction of. Mr. Gladstone verified, fo1'
his prophecy, that he wmtld destroy everything u'e had still left us, is
.apparently on the verge of complete fulfilment."
.
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THE TIMES WE LIVE IN.'
HAS aught erased the divine record, "Shall not God avenge His
own elect 1" Most certainly not. Moreover, do we not still meet with
the solemn inquiry, upon the part of those who were "slain for the
Word of-God, and for the testimony which they, held," as they cried with
a loud voice, "How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth 1" Nor
can the Most High have become indifferent to the well-being of His
people. Does it cease to be true that "whoso toucheth them touch
the apple of His eye" 1 Does delay betoken denial 1 or shall tho
tarrying of the destruction of Antichrist, and its seeming success and
triumph, indicate that her doom is not in reserve ~ By no means.
Both the apparent triumph and the tarry of her final and complete
overthrow will be the more marked and absolute, when it comes.
We wonder how any can read their Bibles, and contemplate all the
signs, tokens, and evidences as to the character, career, and connivances of the Mother of Harlots, and yet not see how plainly and
nnmistakably her utter destruction is foreshown j that, when "she
saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no>
sorrow, therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, ana
mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire:
for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her" (Rev. xviii. 7, 8). I!l
must be so. The Word of the omnipotent J ehovah must be fulfilled.
"Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My Word," He saith, "shall not
pass away." Rome has daringly and blasphemously usurped the place
-the dominion-the autllOrity-of the Most High, and, in consequence,
her doom is as irrevocably fixed as the Lord Jehovah could decree it.
Be it remembered that He doth not reckon time as we poor.
insignificant mortals reckon. "A thousand years in His sight are but
as a day, and a day as a thousand years."
In His inscrutable wisdom, the Almighty has seen fit to permit a
man to take a most prominent-but, at the same time, a most
destructive-part in the government of this kingdom. Its vast interests
havE'l been frittered away. Its name, foremost as it was among the
nations, has been sacrificed, and we have become a gazing and a laughingstock upon the part of other kingdoms of the world. Self-love and
personal esteem have been the ruling passion upon the part of the
man whom we have long believed will prove to have been the greatest
scourge the Most High ever inflicted upon this land. His genius
-his volubility-his peculiar power-mystify and obscure by dint of
fine words and involved sentences. He fascinates and allures with a
magic craftiness. He has a most· insinuating, subtle, and delusive
influence over a vast body of the people, rendering them, as it were,
powerless under a most captivating and destructive spell.
If, in the sequel, the present idol of the nation-the betrayer of
the vast privileges of this kingdom-the sacrificer of its great Protestant
interests-goes down to his grave with his present popularity, and the
self-same idol he has so long and so haplessly proved, we are mistaken
indeed. We are firmly of opinion, however, that, even before he is
called hence, and ere yet he has to appear in the presence of the great
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Judge of quick and dead, to answer for his furtherance in every
possible wJ.y of that accursed system of Popery, . the doom of which
is so clearly revealed in the sacred \Vonl-we say that, even ere he has
to answer for his doings, before the great white throne, the hand of
the Most High, we believe, will be laid upon, and that in the
most marked and unmistakable manner, the man that is' carrying us
headlong, as a Church and nation, to hapless disgrace and irremediable
destruction. In a word, we believe the Grand Old Man will, in the
opinion of the kingdom at large, become the Greatest Of Mismanagers.
In what a marked way has the Word of the Lord been recently ful,filled! In spite of all our boasted wisdom and strength, has not the Lord
fulfilled His own Word-" He taketh the wise in their own craftiness" ~
We have been within a hair's-breadth of a fearful and most destructive
outburst-yea, upon the very eve of a revolution! In the early part
of the past month, as our readers are aware, London was in imminent
peril, and that, too, in spite of the vast amount of military power,
as well as that of the police, so near at hand. Either blinded Ol!
paralyzed at so critical a juncture, the deliverance from a most
awful rebellion can only be ascribed to the merciful hand of Him
who "causeth the wrath of man to praise Him, and the remainder
of wrath He graciously restraineth." To this rich and distingaishing
,mercy-and to this alone-and not in the leastwise to the wisdom,
the skill, the promptitude of man, is this great deliverance to 'be
ascribed. And surely it has a voice-and a most powerful voice, too
-to the nation at large.
Dare we close our eyes to the fact that the late Ministry was
so soon defeated after, as their first act, admitting-and that in
the face of remonstrance-an avowed atheist as a co-representative
with themselves of the interests of the nation 1 Shall we, moreover, be so blinded and besotted as to fail to trace the hand
of the Most High in the recp-nt uprising of the people, indicating
His frown upon the re-assembling of a Ministry that has done,
and is doing, its utmost to un-Protestantize-and thus un-Christianize
-the kingdom at large 1 What prompts the people to rebellion ~
Not so much the depression of the times, as the inflammatory
harangues and traitorous counsels of the very men who have been
returned to legislate and rule.
Since our last, the annexed leaflet has been placed in our hands.
As far as memory serves, we never saw it before, although it has
been some time in the hands of the public. Had we been aware of
it, we certainly should have circulated it by hundreds, if not thousands,
in our own parish.
Here is the leaflet in part. It may be had of Mr. GADSBY, 17,
Bouverie Street, London, the writer thereof, at threepence per dozen,
or Is. 6d. per 100:ROMANISM AND ATHEISM.
IN the first edition of "The Advance of Popery," speaking of Mr. GLAD-'
STONE, Mr. PHILPOT said :-" In the present l'rime Minister Romanism has
all the elements of political success; and it is hard to say whether his
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:shining qualit.ies or his flagrant defects are most in her favour. His splendid
abilities, ready and versatile eloquence, high reputation, and, at present,
unbounded popularity, fit him for a leader; whilst his plastic and impressible
mind, changeable disposition, want of fixed cOllvictions, either in religion or
politics, lust of power and place, and an evident leaning toward\! Popery, fit
him, unknown to himself; for a tool in its hands; and thus, under his
voluntary or involuntary guidance, though the end may still be distant, Rome
is evidently advancing with accelerated speed to her long-meditated conquest."
It is well known that I have been a Liberal all my life. When Mr•
• PHILPOT wrote the above, I did not believe it; but I have since had
Jamentable proof that every word was and is true. As to its political part,
I shall say but little, simply observing that the hesitating policy of the late
Government, their shiftings and retracings, and their absolute lack of any
fixed policy, have caused the death of perhaps fifty thousand persons, and
the expenditure of millions of money. Yet Egypt was left in such a state
that everything has to be done over again, the Soudanese A.rabs having
reached the borders.
But this I leave, my main object being to take a religious view of the case.
When Mr. GLADSTONE was not in power, he wrote a pamphlet against
Romanism, and then he put up il-S member for Midlothian, Scotland.
But
what was his first act when he came into power 1 To appoint a bitter pervert
as Viceroy of India; and the mischief that man is said to have done in that
part of our empire is said to be incalculable. Next, a Romanist is appointed
as Lord Chamberlain. And what are his duties 1 Will the reader believe it 1
Yes, he may, after reading Mr. PHILPOT'S remarks above. He has not only
the direction of certain parts of the Royal household, but he has the
.appointment of the tradesmen, physicians, and surgeons, and, above all, of
the king's or queen's chaplains. But this was going rather too far. It was
too impudent a thing to be tolerated, therefore his reign was of short
duration. He was, however, with other Romanists, made a member of the
Privy Council, which has the final settlement of all differences in the Church
of England, so that here was another step towards Romanism. A.nd besides
this, the Lord Chamberlain has the licensing of theatres, &c.; and, as the
Romanists consider that the Lord's Day is the proper time, after Mass has
been said in the morning, for theatres and all sorts of games to be carried
on, we might have soon had our kingdom as base as is France, with its
dancings and worse, and Spain, with its bull-fights, &c.
Then, again, look at Mr. GLADSTONE'S conduct with regard to BRADLAUGH.
Three times has he been defeated in the House of Commons, one of his
speeches in the House in favour of BRADLAUGH being allowedly the most
powerful he ever made; yet he clings to him to the last.
All the bishops, with one exception, who have been appointed by Mr.
GLADSTONE are Ritualists-Romanists in disguise, I verily believe. Then,
how many Romanist judges have been put on the Bench?
And his last act, just before leaving office, was the appointment of a
Mr. SHEEPSRANK.8, a Ritualist, of Liverpool, to the vicarage of Stroud Green.
(It may be here observed that Mr. GLADSTONE has a ~ister, who is a
Romanist, residing near Liverpool.) Mr. SHEEPSHANKS, however, finding that
the parish was Evangelical and Protestant, declined the office. It is said
some peers, the Bishop of London, the Archbishop of Oanterbury, and
almost the whole parish of Stroud Green, wished Mr. GLADSTONE to appoint
an Evangelical, but he replied, "I won't do it!"
He then appointed a
Mr. LINKLATER, who appears to be more openly a Romanist than was Mr.
SHEEPSHANKS. . . . . . .
Is this political 1 Hear what Mr. PRILPOT, himself a Liberal, as well as
rnyse!f, says of this-" If your chapels were closed, your ministers carried
to prison, and yourself heavily fined, would you call that politics 1 If
your house were searched, and,every Bible and good book taken away and
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bprnt, would you call that politics? And if you were not allowed to buy
and sell, exercise' any business, trade, or profession, unless you received' the
mark of the Beast,' would you call that politics? " And.I may add, If your
body were burnt, would your wife, or husband, call that politics? And I
cannot understand how anyone, with the fear of God in his heart, can
pray that Antichrist and infidelity may bE? kept from making inroads upon
us, and yet support a man who put Romanists into high offices, strove' hard
to .introduce an avowed atheist into our councils, and has expressed his
readiness to give a separate Parliament to the Romanists in Ireland.
J. GADSBY.
THE PRESENT TIMES.
LET us take a proposition upon which all parties are agreed. Our
own country is in a very depressed state, sUffering in her agriculture,
in her commerce, in her Government, and in the tone and tendency
of the people. If this is granted, every wise man ought to study the
past history of England, and to inquire whether,'in other periods of
distress (which, in God's mercy, have been temporary), any circumstances existed, or any influences were working, which, in principle,
if not in form, can be traced through the complications of the
present day. Blind indeed must be the student of English history
during the last tb,ree hundred and fifty years, if he fails to observe
that a departure from the Protestant and Evangelical principles of the
Reformation, in one form or another, has been the first symptom in
national disorders. The tendency has been shown by the ruling
powers for the time being; and as at this moment power is lodged in
the hands of the people themselves, this makes me fear lest, we be
found deserving of greater chastisement . than in other days, when
it might almost have been said, with David of Bible history, so far
as actual power was concerned, "These sheep, what have they done? "
Such a plea cannot now be urged, and every Englishman must bear a.
responsibility, from which he cannot be relieved by any federation,
association, club, or caucus.
_
Allow me, then, to inquire what the Protestant electors of England
are now doing. To-day we have a Government comprising Romanists
in very influential positions. The First Lord of the Admiralty is a
Romanist, who has already shown how he surrounds himself with the
representatives of Rome. The first law officer-the Attorney-Generalis a Romanist who has steadfastly fought the battles of Rome. And·
the old enemy has crept into the household. The country is silent;
the opponents of the Government are dumb upon this vital point; and
then, as in other days and in other lands, the tendency to favour
Rome is associated with, or closely followed by, an open and boastful
rejection of all Revelation. Can we imagine the old Nonconformists
satisfied with such a combination-a happy family of principles which
ought to be 'mutually repellent and antagonistic?

J.

INSKIP.

You will have to bless God to all eternity that He led you not
through a garden of pleasure, but through a "waste, howling wilderness."
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AND HIS "HAPPY HOLLOWAY ! " OR, A
GLANOE AT PRISON LIFK
HAVING read portions of Mr. STEAD'S experience of prison life, I feel
in duty bound to make a few comments upon what is calculated t()
prove a most dangerous precedent. When a writer, of whose talents
there can be no question, concludes -his narrative by stating, "I have
been the spoiled child of fortune, but neveT had 1 a happier lot than the
two months I spent in happy Holloway," it is time to offer a cautionary
word.
In the first place, to speak of a crowded locality, necessarily destitute-or nearly so-of shrub or tree, field or flower, as "happy
Holloway," because in the centre of its crowded habitations stands a
prison, and that prison the great source of happiness, would seem to
bespeak entire ignorance of the personal enjoyment of domestic lifeto say nothing of. the various other means of pleasure which contact
with one's fellow-creatures affords.
To take Mr. STEAD'S testimony of prison life giving him such delight,
in an unqualified sense, is fearfully misleading, and would present him
in a light which, I candidly state, I do not believe applies to him.
To an active mind, and with the literary ability which Mr. STEAD
possesses, his happiness is to be ascribed to occupation, and the opportunity for giving full scope to his special forte of authorship, without
the interruption, the worry, the wear and tear, which, in a very
marked degree, newspaper editorship entails.
To this non-interruption may be added the comforts afforded Mr.
STEAD, even in prison-the almost unrestficted visits and intercourse
of friends, and the abundant facilities afforded him for pursuing his I
ordinary avocations. To this may be added likewise the fresh and varied
material which the surroundings of such a new mode of life furnished
a reflective mind. An author thus absorbed would overlook, and be
comparatively indifferent to, certain limitations or restrictions, whilst
his very position was suggestive of thoughts and ideas which, under
ordinary circumstances, would fail to present themselves.
Moreover, Mr. STEAD intimates that, by a little manc;Buvring on his
part, in regard to the gas, he could break the monotony of the darkness and dreariness of night by whiling away his sleepless hours in
the indulgence of his favourite occupation. To this would be added
the conviction of the special interest about his position, giving a
novelty and a charm to readers who revel in the strange and sensational.
But now, my purpose is to view prison life in another and a
totally different aspect to that presented by Mr. STEAD, who perhaps
unwittingly, in some degree, has indulged in the brave and defiant, or,
in a certain sense, sought to invoke sympathy for the wronged and the
martyred.
The light in which I would submit prison life is in harmony with the
descripticm which Mr. STEAD recorded of his earlier impressions, when,
evidence closed, judge's summing up and address to the jury are
followed by verdict and sentence, the accused feels himself a prisoner
indeed, when given in charge of the prison authorities, and, passing
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through its gloomy passages, and .compelled to submit to all the humbling
ordeal which the most profligate and depraved have to undergo, he
finds himself at length locked in-yea, bolted and barred in-the
felon's cell! Dark, dreary, desolate indeed is its. every aspect. A
deal table, a low .stool, a narrow, cramped iron bedstead, with its slender sheet and blankets, so-called. A tiny window (if worthy the name),
with its iron grating, admitting a few rays of light, and possibly now
and then of sunshine, the which seem to mock and deride ~he hapless
man, no longer the subject of that freedom and liberty which constitutes one of the happiest aspects of human life. Oh, the gloom, the
monotony, the torture (I cannot use a milder term) of prison life, apart
from the sorer punishment occasionally inflicted upon the obdurate and
rebellious, such as the actually dark dungeon, the bread-and-water diet~
the leg-irons, the strait jacket, or the lashes that· gash and tear the flesh!
Then, again, there is the length of imprisonment. Mr. STEAD speaks
()f two months, and that two months passed in agreeable, congenial,
remunerative activities; and that two months, as we have seen, diverted
and enlivened by unstinted intercourse with kindred .and friends.
Suppose that two months were made years, and those years multiplied
by two, or five, or ten, what about "Happy Holloway" and the
enjoyable season then ~ What if, instead of the self-chosen dinner
from the neighbouring hotel, there had been the mere prison-fare-the
soup (such as it is), the porridge, the dark bread, the dumpling, the
occasional few ounces of meat ~ Mr. STEAD has his servant to attend,
to lay the fire, sweep the 1'oom (not the cell, mark you), polish the
furniture, arrange the sofa, shake up the pillow, adjust the easy chairin a word, attend to all the arts and services incumbent upon a thorough
domestic. But what has the ordinary prisoner to say to such indulgences 1 or what friendly visits are paid to sympathize with and commiserate him? If a friend or acquaintance is seen at all, such visits
are limited, it may be, to once a fortnight or a month, and that for a
brief half or quarter of an hour, and that in the presence of a warder.
I am glad Mr. STEAD has named, and that in such pleasing terms,
the prison services. It was my privilege occasionally, in past years,
to officiate in the Model Prison, Pentonville, during the chaplaincy of
the estimable Mr. KINGSMILL. It happened to be at the time Sir
JOHN DEAN PAUL and his partners were undergoing their term of
imprisonment there. How different their position to that of Mr. STEAD!
My late loved and lamented Diocesau (the Bishop of Cashel) visited
Sir JOHN DEAN PAUL' whilst there. Instead of his lordship being
admitted, as Mr. STEAD'S friends were, he had to speak through the
iron grating which separated him from the object of his solicitude.
In praying with the titled prisoner, the Bishop had to bend the knee
upon the cold stones of the dreary corridor! Glancing at such a
scene, Mr. STEAD, what say you to ., Happy Holloway" ~ Very unlike
playing "blind-man's-buff" with the children who were indulged with
such free and unrestricted access to their imprisoned father. Pardon
me, Mr. STEAD, for very nearly calling your imprisonment a sham, as
contrasted with what I, officiating from time to time as a prison chaplain,
have seen.
I have met with prisoners bathed in tears and cOfivulsed with
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anguish. I have seen men writhe in unutterable woe; and yet, thank
God, it never fell to my lot to visit a prisoner condemned to die!
\This I couldn't do. I have found it tax enough and task enough to
minister to some four hundred female prisoners, with three parts of
them shedding tears. . I have sympathized with one and another, as
they have returned from the court, after receiving their sentence; and
all my efforts to soothe have seemed to no purpose, so intense was
their grief. Some twenty years have passed since the time of which
I speak, and yet I vividly retain the remembrance of the anguish of
one who had just been sentenced to some few years of penal servitude.
As he covered his face with his hands, and thrust his head against the
wall, he exclaimed, with a bitterness and a grief I can never forget,
" I shall never live to see it out!" alluding to the seven or ten years
for which he was transported.
I am in the habit of occasionally meeting in Bristol a clergyman
with whom for some years I was intimate, he having sole charge of
a neighbouring parish. He left that sphere of labour for a prisonchaplaincy. After being thus engaged for a few years, its painful
solicitude (and especially having to minister to the condemned) has left
him a complete wreck. Although by. no means old-barely fifty, I
imagine-he is wholly laid aside from clerical duty of any description.
Apart from the services, which, as Mr. STEAD intimates, are most
,hearty, and deeply interesting to the prisoners, their special relief is
occupation. The chapel in the now vacated gaol of Bristol was entirely
built by the prisoners. Its finish was extremely chaste, and most
creditable to all engaged in the work.
There is a story told of a certain State prisoner who, after his
liberation, was asked why he wore in his necktie a common crooked
pin, set in a costly way ~ His reply was, that to that pin he ascribed
the retention of his reason, if not his life. In order to divert himself,
when in the dark and gloomY' dungeon, he would throwaway the pin,
so that he might furnish himself with something to do in seeking
to find it again. So much for occupation /
Finally, with respect to the monotony of prison life, I will just state
that, when occasionally relieving the stated chaplain of his duties, I
have been tempted to test the feelings of a prisoner in this way.
After the gaol service, and when visiting from cell to cell in sections,
attended by one or other of the turnkeys, I have been half. inclined
to say, " Now, take my watch, will you ~ Remove the Bible and
Prayer Book from the cell, and lock me in for an hour.' Present my
compliments to the governor, and ask, as a favour, that the gongs may
not be sounded during that time." I wanted thus-with nothing to doto see how long that hour would appear to be. But, notwithstanding
this frequent and strong inclination thus to ascertain, in some small
degree, the state of mind of the poor prisoners, I had not fortitude
enough to put my. inclination to the test.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
TEMPTATIONS and tribulations will shake us to the root; yet without tl:.em we can no more grow than herbs or corn without rain.

191

The Gospel Magazi1u.

!lthhbn& anh

~lotias

.0£

~.o.ohs.

The B1"itish Protestant. London: W. Mack, and W. Wileman.
THE January number of this bold and outspoken serial contains a fuIT·
length likeness of the Gladstonian-made Bishop of Lincoln.
The
appearance of the old Popish apist in his full-blown canonicals (as High
Churchmen have been well called, because of their apeing the Papists)
Cl\n but fill every true Protestant with disgust, both of the man who<
mimics an avowed Popish bishop and the Premier who appointed him.
The right place for the two is Rome, where their hearts evidently
are.
The February number of this important work contains the following~
as the simple utterances of the Editor's heart, in the contemplation of
the present aspect of events. Under the heading, "Lifting up the·
Head," the Rev. J. OUMISTON writes:~
Hope is the element in which the Church militant here on earth lives and!
moves and has her being. The hope of God's elect people is one whose'
securities are found in the immutability of Jehovah's everlasting covenant..
The Holy Spirit and the written Word unite in assuring the expectation of
final victory in the cas'e of every chosen vessel of mercy. Victory over hell,.
Satan, the world, the Babylonical beast, and death itself, is absolutely insured
to the entire household of faith by the blood of the vicarious atonement of
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is this glorious truth which nerves our own minds
in fighting the battles of Bible Protestantism.
The rapid strides made in recent years by the" Lawless One "-the "Man
of Sin "-in England, and the guilty falling away of statesmen and leading
ecclesiastics from the faith of our martyred forefathers, would long since have
utterly paralyzed our hands and hearts, but for the ever-present truth that
the promises of Him in whom grace enables us to trust have prophetically
pledged victory to our holy cause.
We dare not doubt that countless
" Alleluias" have been eternally prepared for every regenerated sinner, to
be sung at that moment when coincidently the Lord our God shall judge
the Mother of Abominations, and the marriage supper of the Lamb shall
come (Rev. xix. 1-9).
Depressing' and painful as our work of testifying against abounding evil
l,1ecessarily is, yet our joy and peace increase, in the face of all Satan's
apparent successes, and in spite of the seeming prosperity of Antichrist, forthis is the hour and power of "the accuser. of the brethren." If the devil
and his angels were not now to manifest more malignant opposition to the'
precious truth of the Gospel of the grace of God than they did in ages past,
we might be tempted to postpone our expectation of the speedy appearingof our absent Lord and King. The unusual energy and activity of the Prince·
of Darkness, then, so far from causing us to hang down our heads, act upon
us in an exactly contrary manner. We lift up our heads as those who have
no reason to be ashamed.
We make no apologies for being "peculiar" in our religious opinions, or" narrow" in our convictions, as "the many" account us. To the vigilant
servants of the living God it turns for a sweet testimony, when their following in the" old paths" involves. them in obloquy, and earns for them a
name of reproach. The approving smile of the Master abundantly recompenses
the suffering servants of .christ, when enduring hardness for His blessed
truth's sake. Fellowship with Him whom the "religious world" despised
and rejected is too hallowed an experience to be foregone, in order to escap~
the frowns or the mock pity of professing Christendom. The secret of
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"enduring all things for the elect's sake" is found in that communion with
the once Man of Sorrows, of which persecution and bitter opposition are
often the promoting causes. We instinctively flee to the Strong for strength,
and to the Shelter when our foes arc too many for us. This, then, is the
happy and secure position we are granted to know while occupied in fighting
with the hosts of Belial and Antichrist. Free and sovereign grace can
make the weakest bold, and the faintest able to chase a thousand. Neither
threats nor blandishments prevail to check us in the pursuit of the enemies
of the truth of our God. As Daniel lifted up his head in the den of
Hons- as LUTHER lifted up his head when summoned to the Diet of Wormsas our blessed Protestant martyrs lifted up their heads, and calmly walked
to the deadly pile at Smithfield, Oxford, and Gloucester-so, by divine grace,
the faithful few, in these last evil days, can uplift their faces to the
heavens, and believingly contemplate the coming forth of Him who will,
in due season, cast both the Beast and the False Prophet into the abyss, and
vindicate the expectation of His saints, by making them assessors in the
judgment, and partakers of His own everlasting glory and kingdom.
" Rome shall perish! Write that word
In the blood that she has spilt;
Perish! guilty and abhorred,
Deep in ruin as in guilt! 'I

Memoi1' of James Begg, D.D., Minister of Newington Free Church,
Edinburgh.
By THOMAS SMITH, D.D., Professor of Evangelical
Theology, New College, Edinburgh. In two volumes. Vol. I. Edinburgh: J ames; GemmelL
IN the autobiographical chapters, which forma fourth part of the
present volume, there are the most marked signs and tokens of a
character which was afterwards to be developed in that bold and un'flinching course in which Dr. BEGG so pre-eminently shone. Equally clear
it is that, under God, for his noble decision and uniform consiste.ncy
of principle he was indebted to the counsel and character of his godly
father, as well as to the associations which were so identified with his
early training and happy home-life. His vivid recollections of the
various incidents and special characteristics of the many ministers with
whom his youthful days were more or less associated, give a special
point and a peculiar interest to the volume. Facts and fragments are
clustered together with a richness and a rareness that make the volume
both a readable and an instructive book. We hope the second volume
will be as pleasant and edifying as the one before us.
My Mother's Memoi1': a Record af the Providence af Gad. By her Son,
EDWARD POULSON. London: Robert Banks and Son.
A REMARKABLE book, in which, page after page, the precept~, pr~
mises, and providences of God are most strikingly displayed.
We
have read it with deep interest, and can but heartily recommend it.
WHEN the Lord blesses your soul, and sheds abJ;,oad His love in
your heart, you will take no credit to yourself. No; you will feel that,
if you had a thousand crowns, you would put them all upon the head
of Christ, and if you had a thousand tongues, they should all sing
. His praise.

