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NOTES BY THE WAY.
" He sank beneath om' heavy woes,
To raise us to His till'one'
There's ne'er a gift His hand bestows
But cost His heart a groan."

AT the close of the leading article in our last Number, we sought
to give the reason why the servants of God are so specially tried
and exercised, and that in such a variety of ways. We quoted
the words of the Apostle; who, in his address to the Corinthians,
said so emphatically, when speaking of the Most High, "who
comforteth us in all our tribulation." Why? He adds, "that
lce 1i'ta,l/ be able to comfort them which a1'e in any trouble, by the comfort It:he)'elcith lre ourselves are comforted of God," Hence his tes-

timony was heartfelt. It was from real, personal experience, as
based upon divine teaching, in strict harmony with the inspired
Word. Again, says the Apostle, as giving additional reason for
the nature and number of his trials, " Whether we be afflicted, it is
for your consolation and salvation; . . . . or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation." Mark the repetition, which bespeaks the stress the Apostle would lay upon the
testimony.
Were this fact more duly considered, upon the part of the professed people of God, how different would be their course of conduct! Instead of, as, alas! is too much the case, sitting in judgment upon their ministers, and only too often "watching" so as
to "make a man an offender for a word," they would feel their
indebtedness to such as they contemplated the fact that they were
tried and tempted, sorely buffeted and harassed, in order that
they themselves should be benefited thereby. Of what service
would be a doctor who had not duly studied medicine, and gonn
through a long and practical course in hospitals and elsewhere?
Who would undertake .a long sea voyage, if he did not feel
assured that the captain and crew h~d been duly qualified by
L
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their legal certificates, in proof that they had undergone a rigid
course of nautical study?
If this apply to time-things, and that which applies to our
bodily welfare merely, how much more strongly does it appertain
to eternal realities, and those matters which affect the interests of
the immortal soul! As to test and temptation, how forcible was the
language of the Apostle, when he declared, in regard to Satan's
subtlety and artifices-" We are not ignorant of his devices."
But we have higher grounds to consider than even the Apostle's
evidence, as to the necessity for this experimental knowledge and
personal proof; and this we approach with solemn awe. We
speak of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, as the Forerunner of His
people, and the Partaker of trial and affliction, in oommon with
His brethren. His knowledge was not to be simply that of the
Godhead, which essentially belonged to Him, as the omnisoient
and omnipresent J ehovah-Jesus, One with the Father and with
the ever-blessed Spirit, oo-equal and oo-eternal, but He was t(}
be "made like unto His brethren." He was to be a Partaker in
common with them. He was to know--to feel-Personally t(}
experience. Mark the testimony, dear reader-" Forasmuch theJ;l
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself
likewise took part of the same; that through death He might
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil ~
and deliver them who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily He took not on Him th@
nature of angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham.
Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unt(}
His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the
sins of the people. For in that He Himself hath suffered being
tempted, He is able to succour them that are tempted" (Heb.
ii. 14-18). Further, we read that, "though He were a Son
[or, the Son], yet learned He obedience by the things which He
suffered." Here, therefore, was His Personal knowledge-His
own individual experience. Hence says the poet"He, in the days of feeble flesh.
Poured forth His sighs and tears,
And in Ris measure feels afresh
What every member bears."

How emphatic is the testimony that, "in the days of His flesh,
He offered up prayers and supplications, with strong crying and
tears, unto Him that was able to save Him from death, and was
heard in that He feared"!
Well does the Apostle declare that" we have not an High Priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but
was, in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb.
iv. 15); and, upon these very grounds, he exhorts, "Let us
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therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb.
iv. 16).
And oh, we appeal to the reader, what is so sweet, what so
soothing or satisfactory, as when in pain or suffering, temptation
or trial, to be enabled by grace, and under the precious power
and anointing of the Holy Ghost, to set Jesus before us, in His
own Personal experiences, His own sufferings and sorrows, His own
heart-cries and ardent importunities? Oh, how great the reliefhow blessed the diversion from self, its sadness and sorrow-when
enabled to "set the Lord always before us"; to view a precious
Christ in His bitter grief and agonizing woes! How privileged
the season when enabled, in holy contemplation, to pursue Him,
in His Mediatorial course, from the manger to the tomb! How
sacred those times, when enabled to think of Him in the varied
positions in which He was placed, in order to the strictly carrying out, and the absolute and entire fulfilment, of what had been
foreshown of Him, upwards of seven hundred years before His
incarnation-" He is despised and rejected of men; a Man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid, as it were, our
faces from Him; He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.
Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet
we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But
He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of' our peace was upon Him j and
with His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned everyone to his own way j and the Lord
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and
He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth: He is brought
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so He openeth not His mouth. He was taken from prison
and from judgment: and who shall declare His generation? for
He was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression
of My people was He stricken. And He made His grave with
the wicked, and with the rich in His death j because He had done
no violence, neither was any deceit in His mouth" (Isa. liii. 3-9).
We repeat, how sacred are those moments, and how privileged
the seasons, when, under the precious power of the Holy Ghost,
we are enabled thus to "follow Jesus" in our contemplations, as
literally fulfilling all this that was foreshown of Him! To take
up Psalm after Psalm as being, not the language of David merely,
but prophetically of David's Lord. To think of Him as being
brought Personally down into those very depths, and to be experimentally the Subject of those ardent emotions, as to extort
from Him such bitter cries and intense importunities. Then to
consider the climax! After He had given utterance to His
feelings-" I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I
L
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straitened [pained] until it be accomplished "-we find Him
agonizing iu the garden, "sweating, as it were, great drops of blood,
falling down to the ground," and, in the intensity of His anguish,
exclaiming, and that again and again, "0 My Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless, not My will,
but Thine be done."
Ah! to think of Him, too-Christ, the Lord of life and glory
-Christ, the eternal God, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father
and the ever-blessed Spirit-being placed in such circumstances :lS
to require "an angel from heaven to strengthen Him." Yea, and
after all the vile treatment, to which, "as a sheep before her
shearers is dumb, and as a lamb led to the slaughter," He so
calmly and patiently submitted, to listen, in the demity of that
so special darkness, and in the midst of that so special gloom, to
that inconceivably touching cry, "My God, My God, why haat
Thou forsaken Me?"
Ah! reader, as before observed, when thus permitted and privileged to have fellowship with a precious Christ, oh, how diverting
are such seasons from self, and suffering, and sorrow! How
gladly do we lose sight of ourselves, and our little ailments, trifling
cares, tiny vexations, and worldly besetments and embarrassments!
And how are these seasons intensified, as to personal self-reproach,
personal indignation, personal self-loathing and disgust, when permitted in some tiny measure, and in some very small degree, to
realize that most sacred of all indulgences, " I will pour upon the
house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit
of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth
for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that
is in bitterness for his first-born" (Zech. xii. 10).
Ah! yes, then it is we feel at least somewhat of the truth of
the poet's words"I

see the crowd in Pilate's
hall;
I mark their wTathful mien;
Their shouts of ' Crucify! ' appal,
With blasphemy between.

" I see the scourges tear His back;
I see the piercing crown ;
And of that crowd who smite and
mock.
I feel that I am one.

" And of that shouting multitude
" Around yon cross the throng I see,
Mocking the Sufferer's groan;
I feel that I am one;
And in that din of voices rude
Yet still 'my voice it seems to bel recognize my own.
As if I mocked alone.
"-'Twas I that shed the sacred blood;
I nailed Him to the tree;
I crucified the Christ of God;
I joined the mockery."

But ah! blessed be God, there is another testimony, and that
equally true-equally humbling-but unspeakably precious, not·
withstanding, as giving a glimpse into the glorious mysteries of
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divine 81tretyship, wondrous
satisfaetion-

subst1tution, amazing sacrifice and

"I saw One hanging on a tree
In agonies and blood,
Who fixed His dying eyes on me,
As near His cross I stood.

" Another look He gave which said,
'I freely all forgive;
This blood is for thy ransom paid;
I die that thou mayst live.'

" Sure, never till my latest breath
Can I forget that look!
It seemed to charge me with His
death,
Though not a word He spoke.

" Thus, while His death my sin d:splays
In all its blackest hue,
Such is the mystery of grace,
It seals my pardon too."

Reader, upon these grounds are based the solace and the sweetness, as well as the security, of the immortal TOPLADY'S testimony#

" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offerings to bring.
"The ten-ors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do;
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."
THE

EDITOR.

S'anle!J Lodge, Bargoyne Road, Southsefl, F"vraar!J 6th, IS89.
THE FEAR OF GOD.
THERE is a fear of God which is attached to love, and which has
respect unto the laws of God, the ways of God, the purposes of God,
and the holiness of God. This, the fear of ~aints-the fear of childrenresults from regeneration, wherein "the love of God is shed abroad in
our heart by the Holy Spirit, given unto us," for" we love Him because
He first loved us." "I will put My fear in their hearts."
There is a fear of God which is united to hate, and which sets at
naught and defiance the laws, and ways, and purposes, and holiness of
God. It is evident that this fear is from sin, and is the result of
transgression in all the sons of Adam, for "the natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God."
Man is carnal, sold under sin.
"The carnal mind is enmity against God."
Herein we may judge of our state before God. If, whilst we feel a
fear of God, our heart is going out in desire after Him, we have
evidence that our soul is safe with Him, and we have a sweet foretaste
of eternal bliss. And how much is this enhanced if we are in suffering
circumstances-so much so, that we would infinitely prefer the pain the
suffering inflicts, if thereby only we experience the sweet lifting up of
His countenance upon us (Matt. v. 6).
"Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then J e~;us is for ever min~."

J. W. K.
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"A QUIET HABITATION."
"Look upon Zion, the city of DU?' solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabemacle that shall not be taken down; not one
of the stakes thereof shall ever be ?'emoved, neither shalt any of the cords
thereof be broken."-IsAIAH :xxxiii. 20.
BROTHER, a short time ago I invited you to go with me, arm coupled.
in arm and heart with heart, to "The SeeT's House." I have reason to
rejoice that it was not without soul-profit that we did so. After this
we went with a similar spirit down to "The Potter's House" together.
This, too, I rejoice to know, was a divine visit, which sealed home
many important and hallowed lessons. I am now led to ask you to
draw aside with us, and pay a visit to what the Lord calls "a quiet
habitation," and I trust that this will bring us spiritual blessings also.
But, if we are to gain them, we shall require the Master of the house
to be present.
But methinks I hear you say, '" A quiet habitation!' Then it will
not be on earth, for here all is worry and fret; and in our homes we
are indeed cumbered about by many things, and seldom get a quiet
moment." True. Certainly the "quiet habitation," in all its fulness,
will be only gained yonder; yet, for all this, I think we can here
gain the realization in some measure of what the Holy Spirit calls "a
quiet habitation." Let us see, and ask Him earnestly to lead us down,
or rather, up to it.
Now at once, if this is to be our gain, we must see that our passage
is not literal, but spiritual; and we must lay stress upon this at the
onset, because so many, with reference to these splendid prophecies,
do not get beyond the A B C of that which is literal, and fail to gain
the deeper lessons of the spiritual meaning. And let me substantiate
the position I take by the Word of God itself. Jerusalem, the city of
Zion, the ancient capital of J udma, was once a celebrated city, "beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, the city of the Great
King." But, fair and important as it was, it was prophesied that it
should become a heap of ruins, and our Lord Himself declared concerning it, "The days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast
a trench about thee, and compass thee round about, and keep thee in
on every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and leave not
in thee one stone upon another." This was fulfilled. It was destroyed
by the Romans, and by repeated sackings of Persians and Saracens,
and now it cannot be said to possess any resemblance of its former
grandeur. How, then, can our passage refer to literal Jerusalem, when
it declares th~,t "not one of its stakes shall ever be removed, neither
Rhall any of the cords thereof be broken" ~ Surely this is enough
for us to be looking for something more than an earthly city.
But we would mention another proof of the position which we are
taking. The Prophet Isaiah, from the fortieth chapter of his prophecies
to the end of the Book, turns from the literal to the spiritual-from
the nations to the Messiah and His kingdom-and speaks in the plainest
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language of the Person, offices, and grace of the Redeemer; of the
Church of Christ and the calling of the Gentiles; and of the glory of
the Church in the latter days. Here, then, is additional ground for
our looking from the temporal Zion, which has passed away, to thespiritual Zion, which abideth for ever.
But we give yet one more proof, namely, in the context to our
passage it is said, by the Lord Jehovah Himself, "Behold, I lay in
Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a
sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste "-language.
which the Apostle Peter tells us, and which is self-evident, refers to
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Here, then, is sufficient for us, in
clearing the ground, to establish our position. The "Zion" of our
text is the Church of the liviag God, whose stakes shall never be
removed, and not one of her cords ever be broken.
Now let us, then, do as the Holy Spirit bids US_Cl look upon Zion"
-upon her "stakes," which shall never be removed, and her "cords,"
not one of which shall ever be broken. "Thine eyes shall see;' is the
gracious promise.
Blessed Spirit, open our eyes, that our view of Zion may be preciousto Zion's sons and daughters, whom Thou hast promised to bring from
the ends of the earch, that they may glorify Thy name.
"Look upon Zion." And it can be but a look, for there is so much
bE'auty in it and blessing about it that we may be looking-ah! and
shall be-to all eternity. See, it is described as "a 1'oyal city," and
indeed it is, for Immanuel is the King of it, and all her subjects are
of royal lineage and blood. They are, too, especially "chosen of God,"
and redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus. The government is upon
the shoulders of Him who has omnipotent strength and wisdom, therefore all concerning her is safe and secure. It is wen called "a city
that shall not be forsaken." It is guarded by Israel's Watchman, who
never slumbereth nor sleepeth. It is based upon God's covenant plans
and purposes, upheld by His omnipotent power, compassed about by
His gracious promises, and compacted together in divine union and
love, while glory, glory, shines within and above our joyous Zion.
Those lines, familiar to us, are precious, and embody much concerning
her" Glorious things of thee are spoken, " See the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love,
Zion, city of our God;
Well supply thy sons anddaughter3,
He whose words can not be broken
And all fear of want remove.
Formed thee for His own abode.
Who can faint while such a river
On the Rock of Ages founded,
Ever flows their thirst to asWhat can shake thy sure resuage?
pose?
Grace which, like the Lord, the
lVith salvation's walls surrounded,
Giver,
Thou mayst smile at all thy
Never fails from age to age."
foes.
But, further, the Holy Spirit calls Zion "the city of our solemnities"-a
title of important meaning. Certainly it is so, literally, as the scene of
the ministry, sufferings, and crucifixion of our blessed Lord and Redeemer,
Beyond this, it is "the city of our solemnities" because that which was
enacted there concerns our eternal welfare. "The city of our solemni-
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ties." Mark the expression, for in this day of profession it all seems (J,
city of frivolities, and by the many, everything that is sacred and solemn
is becoming ignored. Oh, it is a solemn thing to live-a solemn thing
to die-a solemn thing to be fast approaching eternity-and it will
indeed be a momentous and solemn thing to have to appear before the
judgment-seat of Christ!
To our mind, a painful feature of the age is the lightness with which
death is thought of and its solemnity smothered. Signs of mourning for
departed relatives and friends are reduced to a narrow armlet j graves
are lined with moss j the hearse is painted in lively colours, with
embossed glass, and the coffin bidden under a shower of wreaths-all
to banish the thought of tbe reality of death and the solemnity of
eternity. We can but observe these things, and weigh, on the other
hand, the expression- H Zion is a city of solemnities," whether the
world-ah! and the religious world-acknowledge it or not.
And now let us come, beloved, to the second expression which the
Holy Spirit uses to set forth our spiritual Zion. He calls it I' a quiet
habitation." Oh, that just suits some of us! We love" quiet," especially in connection with eternal things. But here it is very necessary
to put in a caution, that we may make no mistake in this all-important
matter. The air of the religious world is full of the wildest sentiments
upon quietude, and, following in the wake of Rome, the Protestant (1)
Church of England must now have her Tet1'eats! Depend upon it, there
is as much sin within such retreats as there is without, and the heart
is as much "deceitful and desperately wicked" under the garb of a
forced devotion, as in the midst of an ungodly world. I have no faith
in such men-made and women-resorted-to retreats, nor have I the
l€ast sympathy in that which our High Church prelates are advocating
-the opening of the churches of o'ur land for private prayer, under the
tempting bait, that it is so nice for our men of business to step aside
from their toil, and refresh themselves at the altar of God. Away
with it all! It savours highly of Romish teaching and tendency. Let
such find their way through the door in the porch ajar, and place
themselves in a devotional position. The next thing they will want
will be something in the shape of a m'oss or crucifix, to help them in
their devotions. It is all beside the mark, and contrary to the teaching
of our Lord.* True, He enjoined the entering into the" closet," but it
was into thy closet-the chamber of the house. Bend the knee there
in private prayer, and God will reward and answer that prayer in thy
dealings with thy fellow-man. And our Lord prayed not that we should
be taken out of our lots in life and lawful callings, but that we should
in them all be kept from the evil of the world, And He does keep,
and we rejoice in the uplifted heart to Him, and the daily answers to
our prayers. We rej oice in the Church in the home, and that 1'et1'eat
which finds its rest and peace above, in the recognition of Zion's King
and kingdom of grace and glory. We want such a refuge now, while
we live amidst the daily toil.
I have been much struck with the expression, "thou in thy life-time,"
• Brother, it is "sowing to the flesh," and "of the flesh" thfl sowers "shall
reap corruption,"-En.
.

The Gospel Mtlgazme.

141)

familiar to us in that solemn passage where Father Abraham responds
to the rich man in torments, "Remember that thou in thy lif~-timo
receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now
he is comforted, and thou art tormented," &c. " Thou in thy life-time."
Ah! it is that life-time that is so important to us. And what we
want, in the midst of the solid realities of that "life-time" (short,
it is true, as it is) is, a religion that will carry us through its difficulties and do for its end. And what but a religion of sovereign grace
and mercy will do this ~ Who but Christ will do for that" life-time" 1
Every day brings with it fresh exigencies, and things arise before midday that we never dreamt of at breakfast-time, and we want inward
strength to combat with life's warfare. We want help from" Him that.
is mighty."
In a word, we want Christ eve1'Y day and all the day of
that "life-time." *
And now, dear friend, to think more especially of our "quiet habitation." "Thine eyes shall see Zion a quiet habitation." Methinks, then,
we must first look and see that the foundation is all right, for it could
be no "quiet habitation " if anything was loose and shaky in the foundation. Our Lord tells us of foolish men who "built their house upon
the sand, and when the r:lin descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house, it fell." A house rocking to and
fro, and at last falling, can be no "quiet habitation." We must have
our house "founded upon a rock" j and so it is, and we gain the
thought of its stability under the figures in our passage-" its stakes
can never be removed, nor one of its cords ever be broken," which I
believe sets forth the fundamental truths of our most holy faith-those
covenant realities which will stand us for time and for eternity. We
can only name a few.
Look at that stake driven deep into "the everlasting hills "-the
divine soveTeignty of our God. Here is a foundation for our peace of
mind-" The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever j the thoughts of
His heart to all generations." H~, the great First Cause of all things
in creation, providence, and grace, and thinking only of the lattergrace. His divine sovereignty is the basis of our salvation, and everything connected therewith can be traced up to this origin, He "doing
according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants
of the earth."
Oh, beloved, do we not rejoice to bow before His divine sovereignty,
and acknowledge Him "God over all, blessed for ever" ~
See, further, another stake driven deep down into "the everlasting
hills" by omnipotent wisdom and power, namely, the covenant of grace.
-His grand stipulation between the Persons of the adorable Trinity,
whereby everything is ensured for His people's salvation and everlasting glory.
I remember once being in an eminent solicitor's office, when certain
deeds were handed to the owner, with the rem~,rk, "There, sir, I congratulate you upon your title, which nothing can touch." But that was
only the opinion of man. Strange to say, things cropped up that were
"How true, brother, how true! It seems to us as if we never felt these truths
to the extent we do now.-Eo.
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never expected, and that same title had, as it is said, to be quieted by
the payment of a sum of money.
Now, we may truly congratulate the children of God on thei1' title.
Nothing can ever touch that, for it is sealed with the oath and promise
of a covenant God, and it is impossible for it to lie. Blessed be God,
in His covenant is our security, and through it we can
"read our title clear
To mansions in the skies."
And that title will never be required to be quieted by the payment of
money, for its blessings and benefits are received "without money and
without price." We watch these things, and receive comfort and assurance in so doing.
See, further, a stake, as it were, driven deep down into the purpose
and plan of omnipotent wisdom-the election of grace. Dislike it, freewiller, as you will-cavil at it, superficial professor, as you may-depend
upon it, it is one of God's stakes, which He has Himself placed at the
foundation of true religion, and it shall never be removed. His mind and
will are plain enough concerning it, and He has given abundant proof,
in the revelation of that will to His people, that it is after His mind
and according to His will. Only let Him give us eyes to see it, and
we shall see in it a stability and satisfaction that we would not be
without on any account. Can anything be more satisfactory to us than
the sealing home by the power of the Spirit His own assurance, "I
have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness
have I drawn thee" ~
Again, see another centre truth of our most holy faith which secures
all, namely, the atonement of Christ. Grievous indeed it is to think that
we live in a day when many are undervaluing that centre truth of
Christianity, which makes all secure and certain. Take it away, and
where is our hope-where our peace ~ But, blessed be God, it is a great
fact, the result of covenant plan and purpose; and we have long learned
that it is the foundation of the Christian's hope and salvation.
Many more "stakes" might be mentioned. 'vVe have ouly space for
one, and a sweet one it is, namely, union with Christ-a union that
links feebleness to faithfulness-that binds Headship to the lowest
member of the body with living and loving cords-a union which
causes the tiniest tendril that grows out of the Vine to clasp the stem
with encircling embrace. Oh, how one loves to trace it! Precious,
precious union to Christ, which is indissoluble, and nothing can ever
sever it! We might mention many other "stakes," but must pass on.
Just to refer to her cords, "not one of which shall ever be broken."
What are God's cords ~ 'vVe get here at the idea of that which, mind,
is fastened to the "stakes," and binds all together j by which I understand th3 personal realization of the doctrines of grace, which bind
sinner and Saviour in blessed oneness. There is a great deal of canvas
religion in our day, which cannot stand storms of adversity, much less
the day of God's wrath. Such will all be reut to pieces. There is no
binding together. We love a religion of "binding," but even then it
must be God's binding, and not man's attempt at it. It must be the
omnipotent binding of the Eternal Three.
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If you want the enumeration of God's "cords," read the eighth
chapter of Romans. You will get many of them described and linked
together there.
And now, beloved, having seen that the foundation of our "quiet
habitation" is all right-that there is no flaw nor failure possible-let
us go together to the abode itself. It is up·hill-yea, on the top of a :
mountain. The way is narrow, and I notice but, few are in it. There
is a road down in the valley exceeding widtl, and gaily laid out in
garden style. It is the broad road of profession. Oh, what teeming
multitudes are buoyantly treading it! I have been asked to join
them, and reproached with being narrow-minded because I do not.
But what is the use of mingling and associating with a people with
whom you are not in sympathy, nor they with you-who are no use
to you in spiritual things, and no help to you Zionward-who trust
only in the confusion of the shadow of Egypt, and whose strength is
only the strength of Pharaoh 1 :N 0, brother or sister, it will not do.
Come away from them. Bear the reproach for Christ's sake, and let us
up to our "quiet habitation." See, the gate is already opened, by Him
who hath opened a way into the kingdom of grace and glory for His
people. ,Ve have said, what we shall want is, the Master at home;
and list! I hear His voice, bidding us welcome-" Coml.\, for all
things are ready." Oh, how we love to sit at His feet, and drink in
words of comfort and love from His sacred lips-becoming nothing at
all, and Christ all! To turn aside from the turmoil of a treacherous
world, and hold converse with our Best Beloved, it is a joy! It sets,
all right. Outwardly there is much to crush us, but inwardly, when
we gain His dear presence, there is everything to cheer us.
"Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth."
Tell me of Thyself.
There is enough in Thyself for all my wants and all my need. Shut
out self and everything of the creature, and let me quietly enjoy Thy:
presence, Thy teaching, Thy love, for we shall not find quiet in the
outward Church. Sects and divisions, envy and vexations, carnal
pride and jealousy, are prevalent enough here. No; we shall only
find peace and quietude in the spiritual and inner Church, where union
and onenllSS to Christ are really felt and realized.
We. do love a quiet religion. Shall I be understood when I :say tha.t
there is far too much of work, work, work, among religious people 1
and a whirl of excitement is got into which is crushing to vital godliness and growth in grace. I would not undervalue labours in the
Master's cause for a moment, if rightly directed, and with a single eye
to His glory. But is it so, in the multiplied meetings of the day,
every :evening spent in religious excitement, with a prominence of
creature pride and greatness 1 And as to that aspect of the religious
world which is mixed up with bands, and drums, and fifes, and other
abominations, my soul loathes it all. Reclaim the drunkard-turn the
vicious and depraved into paths of virtue-by all means, but do not
call it "salvation," which is not of man, but of God.-"
But again to our "quiet habitation." We love the 1'esting _trom the
., Reader, we pray you to consider these statements, for assuredly they are true.
-En.
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creature-a sabbatism of rest in the recognition of the finished work of
Christ for me. I think you have it in those words-" For we which
have believed do enter into rest "-a ceasing from our own works as
God did from His-a finding that an the work necessary for our complete salvation has been done by Christ. And how this brings out
the point we love, and which glitters in every page of the sacred Scrip.
tures, namely, that our salvation is all of sovereign grace and mercy.
There is real rest in such a standing; there is solid peace in such a
religion. I should have no rest if God required of me to do part of
the work necessary for my salvation. I should always be in fear and
dread, and well I might, for miserable failure would attend every
creature movement. But let me lay hold of the fact with a living
faith that Christ has done all for me with omnipotent power and love,
and I am calm and at rest.
There is one thing in our "quiet habitation" very precious to me.
It is "the mercy-seat." True, it is high up, but not too high for a
poor sinner to reach by faith-nay, it is there expressly for him.
Christ "came not to save the righteous, but sinners." God dwells
over it; Christ shines about it, and speaks from above it peace to such.
And what makes it so very precious to a poor heartfelt sinner is,
that it is "the mercy-seat" that seems so especially connected with
the Propitiation, the Sacrifice, the blood. "Without the shedding of
blood there is no remission"; without remission no salvation. But
it is at "the mercy-seat." The unworthy one gets, by the Spirit's
communications, a sense of pardoning love and mercy. the realization
of perfect acceptance in Christ, and the joys and blessings of that
salvation which He, by His doing and dying, hath procured for the
sinner, at " the mercy-seat." ·Well may we love to be found there. It
is just the place for us, and we repair to it incessantly, for our wants
and needs are incessant too.
One thing I especially love in our "quiet habitation "-it is, the
big Book. Ah! over that big Book many a big tear has rolled down
my cheeks, as I have become melted under its sacred teaching. It
lays open at these words, so precious to a heartfelt and repentant
sinner-" Have mercy upon me, 0 my God, according to Thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies, blot
out my transgressions. Wash me througWy from mine iniquity, and
cleanse me from my sin: for I acknowledge my transgressions, and
my sin is ever before me." -x. Every word seems suitable to the repentant desires of a living child of grace. Oh, I love the big Book!
What a perpetual freshness, too, there is in it! I have read and
re-read its. hallowed portions, and yet it seems sometimes as if I never
had. It all is so new, yet ever old. And what a fountain of joy it
becomes when its fresh springs flow into the soul with divine unction
and power! It is, to my mind, the brightest cabinet in the "quiet
habitation," and the treasures that are brought out of it are priceless
and inexhaustible. Well may one say, in finding the rich ore of
.. Brother, strange as it may appear in the estimation of the merely nominal,
s.eIf-satisfied professor, we question if this language were ever so frequently or 80
ardently upon our heart as 1,0W, in our old age and declining years.-ED.
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golden truth that runs through it, "He is as one that has found
great spoil."
, There seems only one thing better in the" quiet habitation," and that
is, finding Him personally who is the Truth, and "sitting together with
Him in the heavenlies." Ah! it is there we get that wondrous identity
and oneness with Christ that embraces all our salvation, and, while it
bring~ heaven down, makes us meet to go up to heaven. Our standing
in CMist-a secret unknown and unrealized by the religious world. It
is the secret of the covenant, that God reveals to His covenant peopl£'.
One in Him! Oh, what is all that is outside compared to this thaL
is within 1 It is this that makes our religion personal and real.
And what a quiet resting-place is that" sitting togethe1' "-the world
far beneath, life's turmoil soared above, and the restlessness of the evermoving scenes of earth sunk into misty distance! Ah! such moments
are rare. Would that they were oftener realized! But, whether realized
or not" in the sight of Heaven, a saved sinner and a gracious SavioUl'
are one-the former "accepted in the Beloved," under the Eternal
Father's smile of never-ceasing approval.
Thus, beloved, I have asked you to join us in a visit to "a quiet
habitation," The time cannot be very far distant when the" habitation"
will be exchanged for the "mansion," and we gain the fulness of rest
which remains for the people of God. The Church triumphant is very
near linked to the Church militant. A few more steps, or a few more
mile-stones, it may be, but it cannot be long, when the full enjoyment
of the presence of Zion's King will be realized, no more to go out
Mwrefrom. The prospect is inspiriting-an abiding place of rest, in
all its fulness and blessing.
Press on, brother, staff in hand! It shall be reached. Sister, in thy
weakness, stay thyself upon the arm of Omnipotency. Thou shalt, at
the appointed time, sit down with thy Best Beloved, and be at rest.
God be praised, and take unto Himself all the glory.
"SaviouT, if of Zion's city
I, thTough grace, a member am.
Let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in Thy name.
"Fading is the worldling's pleasure,
All his boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasure
None but Zion's children know."
Gather them in, Lord, gather them in, and glorify Thy great and
precious name!
Don't forget, dear reader, in the midst of the world's worry and
iret-

OUR" QUIET HABITATION."
Burton-on-Tj'ent.

G. C.
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DIVINE POWER AND OMNIPOTENT AUTHORITY.

"God hath spoken once; twice have I lzwrd this " that power belongeth unto
God."- PSALl\I lxii. 11.
WHEN man fell in Adam, he lost all power for everything but sin.
Even after conversion, man has no power for anything but sin, but
as he receives it from God. It is by divine power that everything
exists, or can be effected by the Christian. It is the power of J ehovah
that founded, built, and upholds all worlds. He orders, overrules, and
manages all things. It is His power, and His only, that redeems and
regenerates His sons and daughters all over the world. It is His power
that holds, preserves, and sustains, and testifies the preaching of His
Word efficiently. He preserves and keeps all the followers of the Lamb,
even to the perfected kingdom of Jesus Christ. "Power belongeth unto
God."
There is nothing vain man pants for more than power, and, from
the preaching of the day, it would appear that there is a generally conceived idea that there is some inherent power in man still-that he
did not lose his spiritual life, and what power he possessed, by the
fall-whereas he died spiritually, and it must be by the same power
which gave it that it can be restored. His appointed way is by the
work of regeneration, told so plainly and solemnly to Nicodemus; and
the importance of this will be brought home to the conscience of every
subject of this spiritual kingdom in the Lord's time; and woe to all
professors who do not feel their need of it, for the Word of God
declares that such cannot enter into the kingdom of God. We live in
a day when all are wanting and striving after power, from the monarch
to the working man, to carry their own projects which way they will;
and yet we have no power to breathe, but as God enables us. Of my
precious Christ it is said, "He upholdeth all things by the word of
His power," for He not only built the universe with His hand, but it is
His power that upholds it every day, and there is no world in being
but what is subject to His power. His own Self-existence is supported
by His power. All glorified spirits are kept by His power, and they
glory and eternally delight in His power. It is the arm of Omnipotence, the hand of God, that "weigheth the mountains in scales, and
the hills in a balance." The same power numbers the hairs of your
head, and "orders the steps of a good man," "fixes the bound of his
habitation," and directs all his ways. The most minute and the most
magnificent things are alike under His controlling power. Who can
contemplate all this, and vaunt himself for one moment about the power
of free-will ~ A pretender to this free-will must be ignorant of the
power as well as the ways of God. Oh, the solemnity of the subjectthe power of God--:in heaven, creating ail glory; on earth, accom·
plishing all wonders; and in hell, inflicting all terrors. Such is our
God-a God of power. The power of God in regard to redemption
-to redeem and regenerate-in placing them together, we maintain
and insist that God never redeemed the soul He did not regenerate
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ultimately, that every regenerated soul is redeemed of God, and the
work of regeneration required as much power as the work of redemption. It required so much power that the old serpent's head must be
bruised, the grave despoiled, the curse removed, law satisfied, justice
honoured, and millions made living monuments of divine mercy and
sovereign grace.
That wonderful expression in Isaiah-" I looked, and there was none
to help, and I wondered there was none to uphold; therefore Mine
own arm brought salvation unto Me, and My fury it upheld Me."
And yet puny man will tell us, "No; His own arm could not accomplish it alL It did not bring salvation to Him. It only brought it t()
the earth, and it is for man to pick it up and bring it to Him." I
know that, if it depended upon me, it will nl'ver be done. I read,
then, in His Word, "His own arm brought salvation unto Him." He
casts the Gospel net whenever there is an elect vessel of mercy to be
caught, always holding the line of the net, t~ line of eternal love.
There is not a sinner upon the face of the earth ever had, or ever can
have, eternal life, but as the power of Jesus Ohrist puts it into his
heart. "That He should give eternal life," not offer it. It is a free
gift from first to last. But such is the stubbornness and rebellion of
man-such is his deadness under the fall-that he cannot and will not
have God's salvation until Jehovah puts forth His power. Oh, how
I love the shalls of Jehovah-" The hour is coming, and now is, when
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear
shall live." Let us ponder this fact, that no human being can know
his or he~' redemption until he or she knows regeneration. Regeneration
is not the cause of redemption, but the effect; and no man can say,
"He loved me, and gave Himself for me," until he can say, "He hath
quickened me, who was 'dead in trespasses and sins.'''
Dear reader, what do you know of your personal interest in this ~
If you would know if it is infused into your soul, inquire into its
actings, whether there is an earnest desire going forth after Ohrist 1 Is
there any difference between your former state and the present ~ Is the
cry of the new-born child being put forth, and that you can discern
the difference between nature and grace 1 And if so, thank God for the
difference, and say-" I was some time darkness, but now am I light
in the Lord." There was a time when you and I had no affection
but for carnal things, even if we were religiously trained, as it is
called. I can remember the time when the services of the sanctuary
were too long, and now I am deprived of them, I feel the deprivation
greatly.*" Oh, what debtors to grace are we, that we have been made
concerned about it!
The Apostle says, "Our Gospel came not unto you in word only,
but also in power." What a difference there is of hearing and approving in theory, and having the Gospel applied with power by the
Holy Ghost! Why, when the power of God is put forth, the sinner
cannot resist it. Then mark the power put forth to hold up, preserve,
and keep the people of God to the end. Many of us, I dare say, are
.. Brother, be assured t1>at you are not alone in your bitter regrets and eoul·
lamentation, in this respect.-ED.
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miracles to ourselves-how we have been kept so long, and not sank
under temptation. The Holy Ghost says, "Kept by the power of God,
through faith, unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time."
Yes, revealed, kept, quickened, sustained, clothed, fed, feasted, comforted, and made victorious by the power of God.
Then look how God's sovereignty is displayed by and after the hiding
{If His power. The poor, strolling, unarmed, persecuted Israelites go
straggling out of Egypt as if they had no means of defending themselves.
Pharaoh no doubt thought, "I have them now." God was only hiding
His pmver, so forth Pharaoh goes. The pillar of cloud and of fire is
placed between them. Let Pharaoh pass that if he can. All is darkness
on his side, and the way cannot be seen; but all is light on the other.
On go the Israelites, and Pharaoh and his host march after them.
And now the same power that moved the waves, and made them
stand up as a wall, threw them down upon the Egyptian host, and
they were all drowned. God had hid His power until that moment,
and then displayed it, and He had told Pharaoh it should be so. " In
very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to show in thee
My power." God hides His power behind His fixed decrees, so that
we cannot tell what those decrees are, till that power is put forth.
" Secret things are known to God." His power is hid, so that we know
not what He may accomplish on the morrow, either in us, or for us, or
by us. All glory to His name, He has settled and determined, arranged
and enacted, predestinated and sworn to, and immutably fixed, all
that shall transpire in this wilderness on behalf of Bis Church, and
concerning the vengeance He will pour out upon His enemies; and byand-bye forth comes the power. It is hid from the minister, and he
realizes what Paul said-" I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and
in much trembling," and sometimes in much darkness, but yet he adds,
"My speech and my preaching were not the enticing words of man's
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit, and of power." WhlOn the
preacher is ready to exclaim, "Less than the least of all saints," then
God has come forth with His power, and thus brought a re,elation of
praise and glory to His own name. We might multiply the instances
-out of number from the Word of God. Moses' mother, for example.
Did she think, when she laid the little babe upon the edge of the Nile,
that this little one was to be the deliverer of all God's people out of
Egypt, and their mighty law-giver ~ It is utterly impossible. Then
Daniel, and the circumstances surrounding him. God held invisibly
the jaws of the lions, and puts His power forth at the intended moment. Daniel is saved, and his persecutors destroyed. Have we not
known obscure moments in our own history, both in regard to nature
and grace, that we have been ready to say, ""VeIl, it is all over with
us now. Our way is hedged up with thorns. We cannot get out of it " ~ -;"
But just at the very time when God has bowed our stubborn will to
His will, then comes His power. Job was more blessed at the end
than the beginning, even temporally. He had double honour put
upon him in spiritual things. Was it not an obscure dispensation to
"We have come to such conclusions thousands of times, brother; but oh, how
marvellous His supporting and His delivering mercy, notwithstanding all our
fears!-ED.
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old Jacob 1 But he did not know that he should die in the embraces of
J oseph, and see his Benjamin at his bed-side, and commit all his children to God. Yet the power of God effected it, and wrought more
for him than the good old man could anticipate.
It is even now so in providence, and should encourage relations,
parents, and others that J ehovah's power Le; not gone, though it is hidden.
Is it not so with regard to our personal enjoyments-though there
may be a sweet text discussed or preached, and yet no fea'lting 1 But
when He applies His power to the Word, then we have the feasting,
comforting, and a thirsting, and a desiring, and a crying out, "Say unto
my soul, I am thy salvation." The Word is carried with power to the
heart, and the grace of the Spirit is experienced.
Alas! dear reader, do you know' in how many things we offend 7
Our idols are taken away; He puts a worm at the root of our gourds,
crosses our expectations, and disappoints our fleshly desires. Our prayers
often need to be repented of; communion is not enjoyed; and afflictions
abound. But He never says, "Seek ye My face in vain." The power
goes forth and heals the bones which were broken, and binds up the
wounds that were felt. It is impossible to judge of all that passes before
us. We may think the wheels of. Providence move slow, but we may be
sure that they are moving; and at the appointed time, His power is put
forth in the fulfilment of His decrees, and the same power is "the
power of God. unto salvation to every one that believeth." " Saved
in the Lord with an everlasting salvation," and this is the lot of "the
election of grace." Oh, that we may lean more upon that power, and
trust that power even when it is hidden, and to look for that power
to perfect what it has commenced in our. experience until the day of
Jesus Christ!
It is desirable to know God in His official character, but to know
Him in His Paternal love to all the election of grace-this, and our
personal interest therein, is at the bottom of all a believer's peace
and comfort. No man can know his standing in covenant relationship to the Most High, until he is brought into a state of union with
Christ by the engrafting operations of the Holy Ghost, so as to derive
grace, life, and strength immediately from Christ; and the moment the
Holy Ghost fastens this upon the trembling soul, from that moment you
recognize such a union with Christ as brings something from Him,
realizes His life flowing in the soul, creating holy desires after God;
and we may come to the conclusion that this vital oneness is consequent upon the virtual oneness which preceded, namely, that t,he
union was in ancient settlement--that they were the" sons of God'l that
"shouted for glory." . As dear old KENT expresses it"In covenant from of old,

The sons of God they were;
The feeblest lamb in Jesus' fold
Was blessed in Jesus there."
Oh, what a mercy to know God as a reconciled Father in union-to
know Him to be your Lord and your God! J ehovah from all eternity
had foreknowledge of all who should constitute His household.
"Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the
M
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world ,. ; and surely the work of grace upon the sinner's heart is the
most prominent among them. His knowledge preceded their existence.
They were eyed by Him and chosen by Him in Christ before the
world began to be formed. As the Psalmist says, "In Thy Book all my
members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as
yet there was none of them." I should never have heen brought to
know the Lord as my God, if He had not known me as His elect
vessel of mercy.
" Ne'er had ye felt the guilt of sin,
Or sweets of pardoning love,
Unless your worthless names had been
Em'oUed to life above."
I should never have been brought into heart intimacy, if He had not
known me in predestinating choice.
And then as to union with Christ. There never was a period in
which Jehovah saw Christ apart from His Church, or saw His Church
apart from Christ; and time and eternity cannot separate them, for
neither condemnation nor separation can befall those that are, and
which were, in Christ Jesus from before the foundation of the world.
"Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate
11S from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
What shall we say, believer, to all this 1 "If God be for us, who
can be against us 1" None can ever perish whom a Triune Jehovah
has purposed to save. Oh, that vital godliness may be more manifest!
It is not the externals of Christianity that will satisfy the living child
of God; it is not merely a. sound creed, valuable as that is. We want
the life of God dwelling in our soul-Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, taking up Their abode in our hearts. The Fa her of mercies
has said, "I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be My people."
Oh, beloved, if vital godliness possesses your heart, I am sure it will
never be permanently happy, never triumphant, never satisfied, until it
can claim upon divine authority the imputed righteousness of Christ
without any hesitation. And I come to the point at once. I have
nothing of my own to appear in before God but" filthy rags." No;
blessed be God, I appear before Him with His own robe, His own
righteousness. As KENT says" 'Tis J ehovah's own providing;
Better, wisdom can't devise;
From His eye for ever hiding
Sins of every name and size:
He that wears it
Is by God exalted high."
Ye~,

dear reader, our God is a God of power.
"Now, Lord, Thy wondrous power exert,
And every ransomed soul support;
Give us fresh strength to wing our way
To regions of eternal day,"

and there triumph in the power of God.

Lee.

G. A. N.
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THE NAME, PERSON, AND FINISHED WORK OF
CHRIST.
THE following are a few thoughts, feeble as they are, upon a most
profound, glorious, and an inexhaustible subject, i.e" on the name,
Person, and finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, it is too
great, sublime, and grand a mystery to be curiously pried into; but
this effort of thought is more especially about our love, adoration, and
worship of the ever-blessed Son of God, and whether in reality, by
thus worshipping and loving Him in His name, we too much neglect,
through lack of spiritual knowledge or infirmity of the flesh, not
through any design of heart or affection, our adoration of His glorious
Person; and while I thus muse and write, oh, may I feel in my heart
and affections the entwinings of love and desire to His ever-blessed
name, and Person, and work, who is the Lord my righteousness, my
strength, and my salvation-my only hope in this world and that
which is to come.
I know that His blessed name and Person are inseparable from each
other, and with humility would I rejoice therein, and again I would
rejoice; but I have had some exercises of mind and feelings upon this
sacred subject recently, and I think that I am not altogether alone in
my thoughts respecting it. I am also sensible that it may be said,
" You are seeking to discover a distinction where there is no real
difference." No, no; that is not the feeling of my mind or my judgment. It is this, namely,"while in the adoration of His blessed name,
much too little adoration is bestowed in holy love and gratitude upon
His glorious and ever-blessed Person, who is "God over all, blessed for
evermore." The former, to my poor apprehension, seems to be the
most precious casket that encloses the latter, which is the heart and
soul-if I may so speak-of the eternal Godhead, for" in Him dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily."
The Lord Jesus Ckris~His Name.-A holy and divine name His name
is, and shall be called the " Word of God," "the Wonderful, the Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace"; and
further, "His name shall be called Jesus, for He shall save His people
from their sins." "A name above every name," whereby we must be
saved, and it is that holy name whereby we are called. A name commanding supreme and universal authority and reverence, and also universal adoration, for" at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things on the earth, and things under the earth."
A name claiming and receiving heaven's sweetest adoration and glory.
"And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, and as the
voice of many waters, and the voice of mighty thuIiderings, saying,
Alleluia: for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth!" "And He hath
on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, King of kings, and
Lord of lords," being a name of universal power and dominion, and
also of the love and adoration of His family on earth. It is no new
name. "Abraham rejoiced to see My day; aud he saw it and was
glad." A name set forth in every Levitical sacrifice, and that found
expression in the divinely inspired affections, hearts, thoughts, and
writings of Moses and all the Prophets, for they testified and bore
M
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witness of that great name. A name fraught and overflowing. with
every sympathy and kindness for His poor tried and tempted ones,
for "in all their affliction He was afflicted," and is "touched with the
feeling of our infirmities." Yea, He took on Himself our infirmities,
and bare our sicknesses. He" remembereth we are dust," and sometimes as dry as the bones in Ezekiers vision. A name that strikes
terror to His and our enemies, but entwines itself around the hearts
and affections of His living children. A name to live by, and, blessed
be God, a never-failing source of comfort and security, not only in
the valley and shadow of death, but in that deeply solemn reality
itself, Hath He not said that "at eventide it shall be light" ~
We read and observe the name of our Lord in its universal development all around us, both in the spiritual and material world; but the
deeply-exercised child of God requires more than this. Yea, it is to behold His glorious and blessed Person in the visions of faith, and in a living
and loving experience, and also with a strong and growing desire t()
he found in His likeness. And again, those solemn and blessed words,
"I AM THAT I AM," i.e., "I am in My Person all that My names
describe Me to be" ; and as such, we would with humility join with the
royal Psalmist, and exclaim," His name shall endure for ever: His name
shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in
Him: all nations shall call Him blessed. And blessed be His glorious
name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with His glory.
Amen and amen." And so will we look toward Thy holy temple, and
praise Thy name for Thy loving-kindness and Thy truth's sake, for
.. Thou hast magnified Thy Word [the Person of Christ] above all Thy
name."
The Lryrd Jesus Ch7'ist-His Person-in two separate natures.-First,
uIlcreated Deity; secondly, pUle and spotless humanity; the latter enclosing the former, and the former supporting the latter, yet one
glorious complex Person. "I and My Father are One." This is a
great· mystery. "God manifest in the flesh." The great Source of life
and light compressing Himself and His holy soul into a mortal body.
The sovereign Upholder of all things, supported in a tabernacle like
our own, and in that body to endure
" All that incarnate God could bear,
With strength enough, and none to spare."
Oh, that my soul could love and praise Him more, who is the
,. brightness of His Father's glory, and the express image of His Person,
and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had
by Himself purged our sins, and sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high." And" ye are complete in Him, who is the Head
over all things to His Church," and yet He was "despised and rejected
of men, a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." It was He
who talked with Adam and Eve in Eden; with Enoch; with Noah ;
with Abraham; with Job; with J acob; with Moses; with Joshua;
with Manoah and his wife; with Samuel, and all the Prophets; both
in His Person, or by the revelation of God the Holy Ghost. Many
saw Him in His humiliation, and in the day of His sojourning on
earth, and, although like a root out of dry ground to some, yet they
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loved and adored Him. They saw Him in His wondrous miracles, and
in His pure and holy life and teaching. They saw Him in His bitter
sufferings-death, burial, resurrection, and ascension-and many now
see Him enthroned in eternal. glory. Many have seen Him and felt
~is supporting arm in the midst of fiery trials and afllictive dispensations-yea, in times of cruel mockings, tortures, and violent deaths,
when their precious disembodied souls were caught up to heaven in
the flames and sufferings of martyrdom, as a sweet-smelling savour
before God. . And there are some living here at the ends of the earth
who have beheld Him in the raptures of a living faith, holy desires,
and love.
.
I think I know one, unworthy as he is, who is not altogether a
stranger to such sweet and blessed manifestations of His Person, when
He has been pleased to bow the heavens of His precious love and
come down and thus reveal Himself. But such seasons are very rare,
and, when known and felt, are usually experienced in times of deep
trouble (see the three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace), or are
the precursors of deep sorrow and aflliction. It was so with the Lord
Himself when here below, namely, it was not long after His transfiguration on Mount Tabor that He was overwhelmed with sorrow in Geth?emane, and transfixed to the cross on Calvary. Oh, that my very
lllmost soul could love, adore, and worship Him, with a calm, deliciou',
and rapturous feeling of joy, and so prostrate myself before the Person
of my precious Lord and Master ! We adore Him when, by faith, we
"behold Him coming from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah:
this that is travelling in the greatness of His strength: I that speak
in righteousness, mighty to save." "He shall be called, The Lord -our
Righteousness." And so I have sometimes thought, we love and adorr,
through the dimness of the eye of faith, the Person of the Lord Christ,
not apart, but in His name.
"He was and is God, and yet Man; He was, and is now, exalted,
yet He was abased; He was a Master, and yet a Servant; He was a
Priest, and yet the Victim; He was, and is now, a King, and yet a
Subject; He was mortal, and yet the Conqueror of death; 'He was
rich, yet for our sakes He became poor I; He was, and is. most
glorious in the majesty of His perfections anrl Godhead, yet He was
'a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.'''
The Lord Jesus Christ-His Work.-He came to do the wiII of His
Father who sent Him; yea, to finish the great and glorious redemption
work which was given Him by the Father to accomplish, as it was
written of Him in the Book of the covenant. Yea, He said that He
delighted in it. He gave the law on Mount Sinai, and He fulfilled it
on Mount Calvary. His life was a perfect and spotless obedience to
that holy law, and His death was, and is, a full, sufficient, and an
accepted sacrifice, and an atonement for His Church and people, who
had broken it, for without the shedding of His precious blood there
could be no remission of sins. His miracles were the evidence of His
Messiahship; and the power by which they were wrought emanated
from His Godhead within, which, like a holy fountain of love and
compassion about His heart, sympathized with the diseases, desolations,
and sufferings of others. The result of His mighty and matchless work
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of love is the salvation of His Church and people, and thus, by His
pure and spotless obedience, His death, resurrection, and ascension,
they are judicially pardoned; they are justified; they are sanctified;
and they shall be ultimately glorified. " Hallelujah! Praise ye the
Lord."
"Love moved Him to die, and on this I rely;
My J esns hath loved me, I cannot tell why;
But this I can tell, He loved me so well
As to lay down His life to redeem me from hell."
J. F. M.
Melbourne.

"FOR MINE OWN SAKE."
"I, even I, ~m He that blotteth out thy transgressions fol' Mine own sake,
and will not remember thy sins."-IsAIAH xliii. 25.
THE expression in this verse, "for Mine own sake," is very forcible,
and indicates the yearning, tender, exceeding love of God, who, seeing
not even the outward sacrifice or acknowledgment of transgression, is
yet "determined to save."
This chapter throughout is most touching in its pleading and its
assurances of abiding love. It almost seems as if God, after comforting,
and expostulating, and reasoning with His rebellious children, seeing
nothing in them indicative of loyal feeling towards Himself, either
-outward or inward, having received no sacrifice of burnt-offerings, or
been honoured with sacrifice, but had been served with sins, and been
wearied with iniquities, yet, in spite of all this, seeing the case so
desperate and hopeless in abnndant and increasing sin, says, "I, even I even I, against whom thou hast sinned, who am wearied with thy
iniquities-I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions,
extinguish the record of thy sins, efface all trace of thy backsliding."
Why ~ "For Mine own sake."
There is something, dear reader, far deeper and stronger in this
expression, "for Mine own sake," than if He ha.d said, "for thy sake."
Do you not think that, in human friendship-which is a very, very faint
shadow, however intense the love is, of the divine warmth and glowwhen a beloved friend says, "I want your love, and shall always overlook your faults for my own sake, because I cannot do without you,"
there is a love far more secure than if the assurance were rendered,
"I shall always be blind to every failing for your sake" ~ And so the
deep love of God is firm and unassailable, because it rests on the
secure, strong basis of His own unquenchable love-His need, so to
speak, of us-because He has set His love upon us, and will for His
own sake deliver us. His" delights are with the sons of men." He
rejoices in His people. His praise is shown forth in His people. He
has fOImed them for Himself, and created them for His glory, therefore, for His own sake will He "blot ont our transgressions, and will
not remember our sins."
Oh, what "Wonderful, expansive love! Love that sees the guilty
sinner helpless and ruined, without even the desire of salvation; love
that is so sensitive to every expression of devotion, that misses the
sacrifice, the voluntary sacrifice; love that, in its unsullied holiness, is
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even served with sins and wearied with iniquities; love beholding all
this, yet determined to save for His own sake!
Oh, my dear reader, how shall we express the rush of wonder and
gratitude that floods the soul, in the contemplation of such boundless
love-love that resolved to suffer and die for sinners-sinners; love that
will only be satisfied when the redeemed ones are with Him where
He is, to be one with Him in an eternity of glory 1 Well might the
Apostle describe it as "the love that passeth knowledge."
Dear child of God, may you and I be led by the Holy Spirit, by
whose light alone is revealed this matchless love, to live more and
more in the joy and peace which only a Saviour's love can impart.
May we seek only the glory of Him who has done so much, so very
mucb, for us, and value objects in this world only in proportion as
they are near and dear to Him who, for His own sake, "blots out our
transgressions, and will not remember our sins." After the warfare of
this iife shall be over, with all its sins-which warfare is all to manifest His glory in us-ob, wh:l.t a high privilege I-then He will call us
to His banqueting-house above, and crown us with everlasting joy for
His own sake, that" where He is, there we may be also."
NETTlE.

LOOKING AND LONGING.
DEPRIVED OF PUBLIC WORSHIP )!'OR A SEASON.

"Jesus Himself d,·ew near, and went with them."-LUKE xxiv. 15.

I

WANT a Sabbath talk with Thee;
I ask Thee for one little word;
Alone, alone, draw near to me,
Dear, risen Lord!

Oh, join Thyself to me, and deign
To commune as in days foregone!
..as once Thou talkedst with the twain,
So with the one.
Their Sabbath journey, e'en like mine,
Without a present Lord, was sad;
Like them, I want the voice divine
To make me glad.
Draw near, and make my heart to burn,
And open Thou the living Word,
And talk of sweet things that concern
Thyself, my Lord.
Unfold the wonders of Thy grace;
Make hidden meanings clear and plain;
And throngh each glowing Scriptme trace
Love's golden chain.
Mine eyes are holden; draw Thou near
And break the bread and pJur the wine;
The strength, the sweetness, and the cheer,
All, all are Thine.
JANE CREWJlSON.
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MEETINGS AND GREETINGS.
THERE stepped into the tram-car an elderly clergyman, with five lively
boys and girls, varying, I presume, from four or five to ten years. He
was not one of the demure, close-shaven, priestly-looking clergy of the
present day, but one with open, smiling, manly face, that seemed to
invite a friendly greeting. I had left the car, and taken a short cut
to the pier, when, to my surprisl', we met again. With his little
animated group around him, and a lady whom I took for his daughter,
I could not forbflar giving a sort of challenge, by saying, "I think I
can beat you, with my five-and-twenty grandchildren against these."
Smilingly he replied, " They are not my gmndchildren, but my children."
Of course I had at once to combine the asking pardon with congratulations. This led to an animated talk, during which he cordially
received some little books for the dear children, and, in return, furnished me with most interesting particulars of his life, which, for duration, I think must have extended nearly as much as my own. When
he said he had passed twenty years in India, and had been there throughout the whole course of the Mutiny, I could but realize how mercifully
the Lord had dealt with me, in sparing me such scenes. At the same
time, I felt what just cause there was, upon my part, to lament the
small measure of faith of which I had been, and, alas! still am, the
partaker. I never yet have possessed a faith that would reconcile me
to venturing upon a long sea·voyage, such as would be involved in a
passage to India, not to say aught that would be required for its
climate, and the various other perils which would be incurred by a
settlement there. I may be answered by the remark, "You never
have been called to such a service, and therefore have not had the
faith, which, in case of need, would have been given." Admitted;
still I cannot but recognize and admire the divine all-sufficiency which
is vouchsafed under such circumstances. The Lord does thus prove
what He is, and what He is able to bestow; and, as I have just remarked, I can but wonder and adore, whilst, at the same time, I
can but be humbled-and that most deeply-at my own want of faith,
in manifold respects, as well as in that to which I have just referred.
In stepping on board the steamer for Southampton, I was accompanied, upon this occasion, by the friend and fellow-labourer who is
now taking my place at Bristol. He was returning by that route,
after taking the services at the Circus Church, Portsmouth, on the
previous Sunday and Wednesday evening, on behalf of the Rev. J. C.
MARTIN. In the course of our little sea-trip, after talking of the
Lord's varied dealings, and my speaking of the great privation under
which I was labouring in regard to preaching, I said I did not want
to be impatient, nor desire to dictate to the Lord, but I could not
help wanting to know what might be the Lord's purpose, with respect
to my returning to my work. I had scarcely uttered the words
before a young man halted, as he was passing to and fro on the deck
of the steamer. "Is it not Dr. DOUDNEY 1" said he. "Yes," was the
reply. "I thought so," he added. "You might have noticed my stopping before you two or three times, and now I felt I must speak." I
certainly had observed him, but merely in a casual way. " Ah !" he
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continued, "I heard you in your own church at Bristol, from the
words, 'Be not faithless, but believing.' As long as I live, or reason
retains its hold, I believe I shall remember. those words, 'Be not faithless, but believing.''' Spoken at such a time, under such circumstances,
and altogether so unexpectedly-situated as I was, at the moment,
not only in suspense about my future (as just expressed), but I was,
at the very time, on my way to pay two personal visits, each of which
was a source of great anxiety j therefore the words, "Be not faithless, bl.d believing," came in a way of most loving and tendel" rebuke. I
fell under them. I was, as it were, struck dumb before the Lord. I
could only mentally fall at His feet, with the plaintive cry, "Be
merciful unto me, 0 God, be merciful unto me, and deal not with me
as I richly merit at Thy hands, but oh, in the midst of deserved
judgn:.ent, do Thou remember mercy!"
.
Language utterly fails me in attempting to express what I felt,
under the circumstances, especially as the stranger in question went on
to speak of other opportunities which he had had in hearing the Word
from my mouth, and how some who had passed away, at a ripe age,
as well as many others still on pilgrimage, had been and still were
blessed under my feeble ministrations through the press. It was
altogether a most timely and refreshing meeting, and enabled me the
more cheerfully to take leave of the friend and brother who was then
going back to occupy my position, and take up the work in which I
had been engaged during the last thirty years.
There were, moreover, other reasons for rendering my position, at the
time of which I speak, the more memorable by way of remembrance.
There was so much to bring vividly to recollection the Patriarch's words,
"'Vith my staff I passed over this Jordan, and now I am become two
bands." A little over thirty years ago, I had parted with myoid friend,
the late Rev. J. KNAPP, upon this very spot, when we had just come
by steamer over the same route, and when the great enemy had of a
sudden set in with such great power, intimating that my end would be
destruction. He taunted me with the disappointments I had met with
in regard to a settlement after I had left Ireland j that such would still
be the case, and that I should assuredly end my days in disgrace. He,
at the same time, urged me to jump overboard, and know the worst of
it, for it would most certainly come to pass sooner or later. Instead
of withstanding the enemy with a "Get thee behind me, Satan!" there
was, at least in measure, a listening to his suggestions. Hence, upon
that occasion, I went up Southampton Water under a cloud. I was in
the same state as the woman in the Gospel, who" could in no wise lift
up herself," and yet that season of temptation and deep, deep conflict
had followed one of just previous most grateful review of all the way
by which the Lord had led me, as a youth, just leaving home by the
very route we had then come. 'Within a few minutes, however, of parting with my dear friend Mr. KNAPP, I was met by the clergyman who
then had sole charge of the parish of St. Michael, Southampton, who
had called at the very house to which I was going, to inquire for my
address, for the purpose of asking me to take his place for three weeks.
I did so j and, during that time, the Lord so wrought as to bring about
not only my settlement at Bristol, but the Rev. J. C. MARTIN'S settle-
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ment likewise at Portsmouth. It was a "wheel within a wheel" indeed,
and from that moment to the present has often filled me with adoring
wonder and amazement in the review and contemplation of all the
facts, issuing in the well-known couplet" Wonders of grace to God belong;
Repeat His mercies in your song."
But oh, dear reader, these reviews and contemplations are attended
with the intensest self-loathing and personal disgust as one reflects upon
the forgetfulness, the ingratitude, the base heart-wanderings, the distrust
and unbelief in regard to present trials, existing circumstances, or the
little residue of the future in regard to the time-state! Well indeed
may the Lord say, "Is this thy kindness to thy Friend 1," "Do I deserve
this at thy hand, after all I have been, and all I have done 1" Oh,
reader, reader, it is such experiences as these, such baseness and blackness, that can easily account for the disputing with the Apostle as to
who is the chief of sinners, and for the exclamation of Peter, "Depart
from me, for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord!" Talk of the sin of the
worldling-it bears no comparison with the vileness, the ingratitude, the
devilism, the heart-sins yielded to, and indulged in, by the recipients of
such mercy, such love, such goodness, such compassion, such forbearance
-yea, such amazing forbearance and long-suffering, as that at which one
has just hinted-aye, and only hinted too. Oh, if poor Spirit-convinced
and law-condemned sinners did but know with "ll"hom the Lord deals,
and what His marvellous mercy, surely they "ll"ould see that there was
no reason whatever for hopelessness or despair. He is not only
"mighty to save," but, blessed be His great and ever-adorable name, He
" delighteth [oh, mark the word, He 'delighteth' .] in mercy."
"His was compassion like a God,
For when the Saviour knew
The price of pardon was His blood,
His pity ne'er withdrew."
We dwell upon the simple facts just recorded with the hope that
such narrative may stimulate others to look off and to look up-to look off
from themselves, in their sinfulness, pollution, and ill-and-hell-deservings,
and to look up to Him who "waits to be gracious," and who says,
"Look unto Me, and be saved, all ye ends of the earth; for I am God,
and there is none else." Oh, how simple-at the same time how good,
how merciful, how gracious-were His own tender, loving words, "As
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son
of Man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life" (John iii. 14, 15). What more simple 1
What more easy 1 What more efficacious 1 Look and live! Look and
live! Look and live!
"LOOKING UNTO JESUS!"
"My voice shalt Thou heltr in ~he morning, 0 Lord; unto Thee will
I direct my prayer, and will LOOK up!"
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TO A.LL MY DEAR FRIENDS WHO WERE GATHERED TOGETHER UNTO
CHRIST UNDER MY MINISTRY IN NORF0LK.

I have you still in remembrance, and your names are still
dear to me, and I trust that my name also is not erased from your
hearts, though I am unworthy to be called a minister of Ohrist, except
as my Lord. Jesus Ohrist is pleased to count me worthy.
The manifold temptations with which I have been exercised almost
ever since I left you, would perhaps still keep my pen quiet, did I not
feel a sort of necessity lie upon me now at length to send you this
epistle.
I thank my God, through whose grace and mercy alone I continue
to this day preaching Ohrist to the people, though not so fully, so
richly, so powerfully, so blessedly, as I could wish, yet so as that the
people continue to be blessed through the Word spoken by me under
much temptation and infirmity of the flesh. I rejoice also to hear of
you all, that you still separate yourselves unto the Lord, though still
deprived of a settled ministry. Tllli is no little grace from God, and
a good thing in you. But I desire, my dear friends, to "stir up your
pure minds by way of remembrance," that I may hear this of your
affairs, namely, that you are "striving together for the faith of the
Gospel "-that you are, with one heart and one mouth, glorifying God,
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Ohrist, and that you are building
yourselves upon your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, and
that you are "growing up together into Ohrist in all things as your
Head." I mean to say, May J ehoYah, in His name of Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, be more abundantly known by you all, that you may
all have increasing love to, enjoyment of, and communion with, the
Holy Three-in-One. And our blessedness with each of these Holy
Ones is in the Person of Ohrist. God gathers together in one all things
in Ohrist. "To Him shall the gathering of the people be." vVe can
be of one heart and of one mind only H according to Ohrist Jesus,"
and Jesus Himself saith, "I am the ,",vay, the Truth, and the Life: no
man cometh unto the Father but by Me." Even so there is no way, no
truth, no life, but Ohrist, nor in any other person or thing save in
Himself alone. AJ; the Holy Ghost enlightens and enriches us with
"the unsearchable riches of Ohrist, in whom are hid all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge," so we shall find our hearts knit together
in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of the understanding
unto the acknowledgment of the mystery of God and the Father and
of Ohrist.
.
We believe that Jesus is truly God; we believe also that He is truly
Man. We believe that He is but one Person; we believe also that He
hath two natures. We cannot but believe that these two distinct and
different natures, though never one, are ever united in the unity of
the Person of Ohrist, even as the Three who bear record in heaven
~ouching Jesus, that He is the Son of God, are united in the unity of
the Godhead, though they can never be One Only Person.
As soon as Paul was born again, he preached Ohrist in the synagogues, that He was the Son of God; and in the Father's revealing
BELOVED,
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the Person of Christ to a sinner, by the Holy Ghost-in other words,
as soon as a sinner receives the record God has given of His Son-:-that
in Him only is eternal lifa and salvation-a sinner is manifestly born
again.
All true and saving conviction of sin accompanies the setting forth
of the Lord Jesus, and the choice, love, grace, mercy, truth, and
righteousness of God in Him. The more we are enabled to look to,
think of, and meditate on, the Lord Jesus, in His Person and undertakings, the more is our blessedness. The union and communion of
the human and divine natures in Christ-their knowledge, love, and
enjoyment of each other, and their mutual co-operation, as married to
each other-is, I believe, the immediate foundation of our marriage
union with Christ and of all our commUllion and fellowship with Christ.
The glories of the Mediator, and all His fulness, and blessedness, and
riches, and grace, and all His .love to His Church, are based on this
great mystery of godliness. The Father's love to Christ, and indwelling
in Him, can be apprehended only as we see the great God-Man, in
whom we also are one with the Father, and the Father with us.
The seventeenth chapter of John's Gospel is full of the union, love,
and glory between God and Christ and the Church, and it is the Spirit
that brings our hearts into the grace and truth of so great a blessedness, and who brings the same into our hearts. The Holy Ghost
wrought apprehension of Adam's sin; of our having sinned in our first
father; of our deriving a sinful nature through fleshly generation; of
our innumerable personal transgressions; and of the still deeper mystery
of iniquity working continually within us, and striving for the mastery
over us. This spiritual knowledge of sin is given to us, and we grow
therein, in order that we may learn by experience, as well as by faith,
how to make use of Christ.
.
Still, the truth of saving convictions may be in us and with us,
where there appear not strong, sensible convictions, as there may be
strong convictions without salvation. If faith be given us to look unto
Jesus alone for salvation, we are savingly quickened, called, enlightened,
and wrought upon. The sun must shine before we can discover any
natural objects, and it is only in Christ's light that we can see light,
and behold the glory of the Holy Ones or of holy things. God the
Father opens for us the fountain of Christ's blood; the Lord Jesus
washes us therein; but the Spirit brings us both to Him and to it.
The Holy Ghost takes of Christ, His Person and His things, and shows
them unto us; then what glory does appear, though the same truth
of this is ever precious to the believing heart !
Oh, for more and more of Christ, and for more and more feeding on
Him! Oh, how good it is to meditate on His righteousness and blood,
His love and salvation, His care and keeping, His offices and undertakings, His name and attributes, His fulness and sufficiency, His grace and
glory; what He is to God, what He is to His Church, and what He is
to the whole creation! The Scriptures are full of Him, and when our
eyes are opened, we behold wonderful things therein recorded concerning Him. When in our right mind, we are determined to "know
nothing among men but Jesus Christ and Him crucified." It is our
highest privilege on earth to say of J esus-" He is my life, my light,
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my peace, my rest, my joy, my strength, my song, my salvation, my
God, my glory. My hope is in Him, and in Him will I trust. My
Lord, my Husband, my Father, Brother, Friend, and all is He. In
Him I am complete, and all my blessedness is in Him. I desire none
on earth besides Christ as my everlasting portion. I am precious in
His sight. I am His sister, spouse, and daughter. I am the sheep of
Him who is God's Lamb, dying and living for me. Yea, He fills all relationships, and He is, moreover, my Prophet, my Priest, my King. He
is 'Chiefest of ten thousand, and altogether lovely.' 'Thi3 is my
Beloved and this is my Friend.' 0 Lord Jesus, my Man and my God,
the God-Man, my Lord, who is like unto Thee 1" In life and death
may we be thus full of Christ, and all grace and goodness.
Pray for me, dear brothers and sisters; and in the hope of meeting
you all in glory, I remain,
Yours ever in the Lord,
J Al\iES BABB.
MARK YOUR BIBLES.
THIS is a practice I would strongly urge upon every lover of the Word
of God. However you may have cause to lament the seemingly little
present profit that you derive from its perusal, unless tested by proof
and experience, you can have but a very imperfect idea of how a note,
a word, a date, a place, an under-scoring, or a marginal dot or mark may
operate in after-date. By such simple means, under the power of the
Holy Ghost as the Remembrancer, in times and circumstances, temptation or trials, dangers and deliverances, they will, ere you are aware,
revive old associations, impart fresh courage, strengthen faith, and cause
you to go on your way with the renewed testimony, "He hath delivered,
He doth deliver, and in whom I trust that He will yet deliver." I
have been led into this train of thought by the following simple facts.
I had passed a most anxious night. Sleep was withheld from me.
My head was exceedingly bad. The wrestlings at the throne of grace
were most ardent and intense. Soon after I had arisen, I turned to
the sacred Word, and read the whole of the Second Epistle to Timothy,
but with little power or present application. Afterwards I, as it were,
turned casually to the thirty-seventh Psalm, in the margin of two or
three verses of which I had noted down a date of four-and-thirty years
gone by, with certain initials. Instantly, a whole train of circumstances
was brought vividly to the remembrance, and with it such a sense of
the Lord's then upholding and delivering hand, and of His subsequent
goodness, love, mercy, tenderness, and compassion, as well as His divine
faithfulness and all·sufficiency, that my soul was at once brought under
the most mellowing, grateful influence and power. The contrast with
my previous condition was past description. It was a season of sweetest
love-bedewing, and attended with the plea, the hope, the simple, childlike trust and confidence, that
"He who had helped me hitherto
Would help me all my journey through,
And give me daily cause to raise
Fresh Ebenezers to His praise."
Now, all this, under God, was to be ascribed to a MARKED BIBLE.
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ANSWERS TO PRAYER.
I REMEJ.I;IBER one or two remarkable answers to prayer, which, as an
encouragement to the tried and tempest-tossed of the Lord's dear
children, should, I think, be recorded. They are not taken from books,
but from my own personal knowledge and experience.
The first I shall mention was connected with a matter of a very
homely character, but it was no trifle to me at the time j and I think
it proves that not only in great trials, but in all the little worries and
perplexities of life, it would be our wisdom, and our blessedness too,
could we always" cease from man," and cast every care upon Him
who says, "Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee.
and thou shalt glorify Me." But, alas! after having proved His faithful~
ness times without number, how soon, like Israel of old, we forget His
works, and turn again to the "broken cisterns," until driven to Him
from sheer necessity, as our last resource; and-bless His name !-did
He ever fail us 1
The house which we occupied before removing to our present resi{lence, a few years ago, had many annoyances connected with it, which
at length brought on a long and distressing attack of nervous fevermy third visitation of a similar kind. As it seemed not unlikely that
I should sink under it, I was told by my medical friend that there
was little hope of my recovery unless we removed to a purer air and
a more quiet neighbourhood. I was therefore removed, wrapped in
rugs, to my present house, which, through the rich blessing of our
covenant God, has brought us all the good we desired-a pure, bracing
air, and perfect quiet, near the town, but not in it. I can ~ee the green
hills from my window as I write. Oh, what undeserved mercies!
"Blessed for ever be my Rock, and let the God of my salvation be
exalted! "
Before removing, however, I was much troubled as to what I should
do with two heavy, lumbering articles. that I knew would be of no
further use to me, and for which I felt sure we should have no room in
our future home. One of them was a joiner's bench, which I bought
for my dear boy-our only one--whom the Lord took to Himself at
the age of fourteen. The other was a heavy lapidary's grinding and
polishing machine, which was given to us by a young gentleman •with
whom my boy and I became acquainted through occasionally meeting
him while pebble-hunting on the beach, we being, at that time, much
interested in collecting the same wondrous productions of the Creator's
taste and skill. With this machine I ground and polished a fine collection of moss-agates, and other stones, which have been much admired.
Now, these two ponderous things were a great weight upon my
mind, and many a prayer went up from my heart to the Giver of all
our mercies that He would be pleased to send me a customer for them,
or show me what I must do with them. One evening in particular,
I was led at our family worship to plead. with Him in downright importunity, as I felt my strength was failing, and the time was drawing
near for our removing.
Now mark! How my heart swells at the remembrance! The very
next moming, a respectable-looking man, whom I had never seen before,
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called upon me, and said, "Mr. ROBINSON, I understand you have a
joiner's bench to dispose of." "Yes," I replied, "I have." "Oan I
look at it ~ " " Yes; will you walk this way ~ " He examined it
approvingly, and said, "W"hat do you W'l,llt for it ~ " "It cost me a
pound," I replied; "but many improvements have been added since.
However, you may have it for what I gave for it." He put a sovereign
into my hand, and said, "I will send two of my men for it this afternoon." And so he did, and when it was gone, I said, "Dear Lord,
I thank Thee! Now there is only the other left, and I know that
Thou canst send me a customer for it too."
Oan you believe it ~ The very next morning, again, the gentleman
himself who gave me the grinder came to the door. I had not seen
him for years. After he had looked at my agates, as he always did
when he called to see me, I said, "I still have the grinder which you
gave me, and I really do not know what to do with it, for I am ill,
and on the point of removing, and shall have no place to put it in
where I am going." "Oh," said he, "I will buy it back again of you,
and the moss agate~, too. Look here," he continued, taking two fivepound notes from his pocket-book, "I will give yuu ten pounds for the
grinder and the moss agates "-an offer which I did not refuse.
He filled his pockets with the agates, and hunted up a couple of
joiners, who took the machine to pieces, and sent it off by rail the
same day.. He left me all my choice smaller gems, a beautiful collection, which I have to this day. Among them are two exquisite
stones, a red cornelian and a small onyx, both of them found by my
dear boy in Oornelian Bay, cut and polished by myself.
It was in Oornelian Bay, during one of my solitary rambles, that I
wr.ote the verses, "Alone with Jesus," inserted in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for December, 1868, page 619.
I shall now conclude with one of the most remarkable and most
blessed answers to prayer which I ever heard of. A short account of it
appeared many years ago, on the cover of the Gospel Standard.
I knew a gracious woman, who answered well to the description of
the Lord's poor, given by the Prophet Zephaniah-" I will leave in the
midst of thee an affiicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the
name of the Lord." Though rich in faith, she was poor in this world's
wealth, and during the greater part of her life was much affiicted. The
following God-glorifying relation I had from her own lips.
On one occasion, she was brought very low in temporal matters--so
low, indeed, that a step lower would have meant destitution. This, her
great extremity, was God's opportunity. Quite unexpectedly, she
received a note from a lady in the country, who had often been kind to
her, informing her that a hamper, directed to her, would arrive by the
carrier that day at a certain inn in Ohesterfield, the town where she
resided. I remember the inn well. It had a long, narrow passage
leading to the back door, paved, as many small towns were at that
time, with smooth conical boulders, which were placed end upwards,
and not very pleasant to walk upon.
I direct the reader's attention to this passage, as it was the appointed
place where the Lord gave her a full and most blessed deliverance from
a great trouble, in answer to prayer.
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She met the carrier, and saw the hamper; but, alas! her only small
coin was not sufficient to pay the carriage. She turned away from the
door in bitter anguish of heart, and walked slowly &long the memorable
back yard. When about half-way down, the pressure became insup.
portable. Bursting into a flood of tears, she stood still, raised her eyes
to heaven, and this short prayer was wru!?g from her breaking heart
-" Lord, help me! Lord, help me!" Then, hanging her head, her
tears fell fast upon the boulders at her feet. As her unconscious gaze
rested upon the spot where the tears were falling, something bright
appeared in a chink between the stones. She stooped mechanically
to examine it. It was a half-sovereign, edge up, in a tiny crevice
between the boulder3, and all but invisible. How long it had been
hidden there the Lord only knows, but it is very clear that no human
eye except her own could detect it, and it is equally clear that those
tears of anguish were needed to bring it to the light.
The sequel is soon told. The half-sovereign was quickly changed,
the hamper taken home, and found to contain, in clothing, food, and
money, all that she needed to make her comfortable for some time to
come.
The tears of joy and praise stood in her eyes, as she related this
most wondrous display of the Lord's unchanging faithfulness and love.
That deeply-tried, but long since glorified, saint of God was my own
sister by nature and by grace. Her last words on earth were these"He is risen, and I shall soon be risen too ! "
ScaTborough.
W. S. ROBINSON.
[We perfectly revel in such testimonies as the foregoing, because they
go to prove how ceaselessly the eye of the Lord is upon His peoplehow interested He is in their" mean affairs "-and how ready to help
and deliver in their various times of need. Nothing is beneath His
notice. Nought can, by any possibility, escape Him. He will answer
prayer in His own time and way. With respect to the foregoing,
the believing reader will have marked the precioms fulfilment of the
Lord's own promise-" Before they call, I will answer; and wbile they
are yet speaking, I will hear."-ED.]

AOKNOWLEDGMENT AND APPEAL.
DREARY'S the path I've had to tread,
And sighs are dear to me;
Jesus, Thou Saviour, loved and died,
Oh, help me trust in Thee!

I feel in measure with Thy saints,
And love Thy hidden name;
Dear Jesus, may Thy pity be
Bestowed on me the same.

If Thou art near to bless my soul,

Still timid and afraid, ofttimes
O'er sin I greatly grieve;
I venture to the door,
Oh, Saviour, still go on to teach
And whilst I'm seeking mercy there,
Thy loved one how to live!
Thy mercy is in store.
In love to me, a wandering child,
Thou brought me to my home;
Thy purposes of grace are sure;
I would no longer roam.

F.
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Sernnms nnh ioi.es .of £Imrtons.
GATHERED FRAGMENTS.
BEING NOTES lIL\.DE BY A HEARER OF A SERMOK PREACHED AT ST.
LUKE'S, BB:DMINSTER, BY THE EDITOR, ON SUNDAY EYEN[NG, JAi'tUARY

29TH, 1888.

" A nd had a wall great and high, and had tU'elve gates, and at the .q,~tes
<t!!'elve an.qels, and names written the1'eon, which are the names of the tu;elve
tribes of the children of Israel.. on the east thl'ee gates; on the north three
gates," on the south three gates,' and on the west tMe!! gates. And th,e
wall of the city had twelve foundat~ons, and in them the names of the
,twelve apostles of the Lrtmb."-REVELATIO~ xxi. 12-l-t.
HAVE often wondered why so little is said in Scripture respecting
heaven. It is true Paul says, "For we know that., if our earthly house
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens" (:3 Cor. v. 1); and
~gain, "He looked for a city which hath foundations. whose Builder
~nd Maker is God" (Heb. xi. 10); while from the Master's own lips
we have, "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God; believt' also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you"
(.John xiv. 1, 2). And in earlier times we read, "Men have not heard,
nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, 0 God, beside
. Thee, what He hath prepared for him that waiteth for Him" (Isa,
lxiv. 4).
Even in the description in the chapter from which our text is taken
it is more negative than positive-Cl no more sea" (Rev. xxi. 1); "no
more death" (vel'. 4); "no night" (vel'. 25); "no more curse" (chap.
xxii. 3). But the negative implies the positive-that there had pre
Yiously been these things. There is one blessed positive in this chapter
-" God Himself shall be with them, and be their God" (chap. xxi. 3).
How blessed-how comprehensi\'e! "God Himself shall be with them."
What more could be desired ~
Another blessed positive-Cl I saw no temple therein; for the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it" (vel'. 22).
How shall we account for so little being said ~ I think, first, it
gives room for the exercise of faith. Vie believe because it is promised, and we live in holy expectation and in faith that what God
has said shall surely come to pass.
Again, if we knew more of heaven, we should be sorry cr~atures to
live here, where there is so much that is painful. If we knew more,
hOlv unfitt.ed we should be for daily life! Do you think Paul would
have been a useful or fit man to have come straight among his fellowmen after being caught up into the third heaven ~ I think not.
God has not sent angels to minister to His children, for how could
they understand, sympathize with, and help them ~ But He has put
the" treasure in earthen vessels." God's ministers are men subject to
the same temptations, the same cares, ,the same sins, as their hearers.

I
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Then to go higher. How could the Lord Jesus fully sympathize with
His people, if He too had not "suffered being tempted" ~ "He took
not on Him the nature of angels, but He took on Him the seed of
Abraham" (Heb. ii. 16). '"We have not an High Priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb. iv. 15). We have a.
"Friend who sticketh closer than a brother" (Prov. xviii. 24). He
took our nature, sin only excepted. No sin in Christ, but the sins of
His people were laid on Him.
There is one thought I want to bring before you, and I pray God to
enable me to make myself clear. The city" had a wall great and high,
and had twelve gates." These gates were three on each side. What
are we to understand by this ~ Oh, I think it tea,ches that there was
access to this wondrous temple from all parts. As those who would
enter came from the north, south, east, or west, there would be no
hindrance-three gates on each side.
This is, I think, beautifully set forth in the cities of refuge. You
remember, under the Mosaic economy, any man who slew his fellow
accidentally might flee there and be saf"l. Once inside the gates, and
the pursuer dare not enter. The roads were to be kept clear. No
obstacle or hindrance was to be allowed to remain. It seems to me
this was typical of these gates in our text.
Oh, beloved, what a beautiful setting forth of that temple which the
Lord is preparing for Himself, where the Father will sit and listen to
His Son saying, "Here am I, and the children whom Thou hast given
Me." What a beautiful thought that no door is clused while things
remain as they are, but over each is ever written, II Yet there is room."
Having considered the entrances to the temple, let us consider the
guests. For whom is it intended ~ Here I am lost in wonder. " And
the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb." I am so thankful that Jehovah has
so explicitly left on record the names on the gates too-not of angels,
mark, but of "the twelve tribes of Israel." "Vh:> are "the twelve tribes
of Israel"? Who are "the twelve apostles of the Lamb" 1 Are they
angels? No; but sinners, like ourselves. Is it possible ~ Yes, blessed
be God, it is so; there is no doubt about it. The children of Israel.
If you go back to early days, you find the astounding words, "I am
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob" (Exod.
iii. 6). Who were Abraham, Isaac, and J~cob? They were sinners, and
great sinners tuo, and yet, yet, in the boundlessness of His grace, God
says, ." I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob."
There, poor sinner, that is the God' with whom we have to do; and
we need have no fear, if we desire to come to the temple He has
prepared, for God has to do with sinners.
:- '.
Again, you read, with regard to the tabernacle service, this most
striking fact connected with the high priest's dress. (Let me say here,
I have often been struck with the fact that, after God had so minutely
directed Moses concernin~ the pattern of everything connected with
the tabernacle, He told him of men who had already been instructed
and fitted for the work.) Bnt in regard to the high priest and his
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dress. He was to wear a breastplate composed of all kinds of precious
stones. And what was to be engraven thereon 1 Oh, the "names of
the twelve tribes of Israe1." He could not appear before God without
bringing those names before Him. When we pass to our great High
Priest, and when God's children say, "The Lord hath forsaken me,
and my Lord hath forgotten me," oh, mark the gracious answer"Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have
compassion on the son of her womb 1 yea, they may forget, yet will I
not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My
hands; thy walls are continually before Me" (Isa. xlix. 14-16). Is
it not indeed precious to pass from the less to the Greater '!
Again, when Moses sent spies to view the land, one man was chosen
from each tribe. But you see they were sinnm's, for they brought back
an evil report, again showing us that God has alwlf,ys had to do with
sinners. Then, when Israel crossed the Jordan, twelve stones were to
be taken and set up, that in after days their children might be told
how " the Lord your God dried up the waters of J ordau from before
you, until ye were passed over" (Joshua iv. 23). It was to preach of
divine all-sufficiency and faithfulness. Then when Elijah set up the
altar, he took twelve stones, "according to the number of the twelve
tribes of Israel"
Now, with regard to "the twelve apostles of the Lamb," who were
they 1 We may have thought the Lord Jesus would have chosen a~
His attendants men of might, of power, of standing. That was the
idea of the Jews at the time. But who were the apostles 1 Why,
fishermen; and I think it is more than likely that the fishermen were
no better then than now, and they may have been blasphemers even
up to the time when Jesus called them, and they were "made willing
in the day of God's power."
Remember Jesus appeared only as a
carpenter's Son; yet, when He said, "Follow Me," they arose and
followed Him. God can do His work in a moment, when He pleases.
He can immediately convict and convert the poor sinner. The apostles
were obscure and humble fishermen. I often wonder that Rome, with
all its splendour, is not ashamed to build so much on one so lowly.
I should not like to build my hopes on poor sinful Peter.
Again, who were the apostles' Sinful men, even as ourselves; and
yet--oh, wonderful grace and love I-not merely were they to be called
and saved, but to occupy such a prominent place. "The wall of the
city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb." "The first foundation wal jasper; the second,
sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald," &c. (verses
19, 20).
Now, with regard to the figure already alluded to, namely, the breast-plate and shoulder-pieces of the high priest, they were to be composed
of several stones. But here is one stone constituting each foundation,
and "every several gate was of one pearl" (ver. 21). Then the .street
was of pure gold (ver. 21), and the record on the walls and the very
foundations, the names of "the twelve tribes of Israel, and the twelve
apostle's of the Lamb," to preach to us the truth that Jesus Christ
came into the world to save sinners, and "not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance." Methinks written over every gate would
N

:3

172

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

be, " Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that
hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price" (Isa. Iv. 1). And from within we
should hear, "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely" (Rev. xxii. 17).
Can you, dare you, call this discouraging doctrine? Will you go away
and say, "Our Pastor is always preaching about election and predestination," and call it discouraging doctTine? I do firmly hold and rejoice in
the doctrines of election and sovereign grace, and, God helping me,
will proclaim them as long as I live; but, at the same time, they are
in blessed accordance with the " whosoever will" of a full and free
salvation through a precious Christ.
May God bless His own Word, for Christ's sake.

F. S. F.
THE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY, JUN., AT CHRIST CHURCH,
CAMBERWELL.
ON Sunday, January 27th, we had what our fathers termed a "good
day'> at Christ Church, Old Kent Road. In old calendars there was
in Mid-Lent what was termed "Refreshment Sunday." This somewhat ancient term fully expresses the more modern" good day "-a
time to be remembered, a day of rejoicing.
CHURCHES IN SOUTH LONDON.
Since Christ Church was consecrated, some twenty years since, by
good Bishop RYAN, for Bishop SUMNER, one part-the south of London
--of the old diocese of' ·Winchester has been attached to Rochester,
and Church work has been wonderfully blessed.
Perhaps, Dr. DOUDNEY, you will say, "Never mind so much about
mere,Church work. Let us know about the spiritual kingdom of grace."
That, my good Doctor, must to a great extent be left to individuals,
and their Lord and Master. I feel sure yOll will rejoice to hear that
,over on the Surrey side we have great cause to rejoice.
ST. JA~iES>S, HATCBAM,
for so long time the seat of Ritualism, has been transformed from what
<lId THOMAS ADAMS termed" the temple of idols" to the house of God.
Here the church is crowded to hear the good Vicar proclaim the
simple story of the cross. Since Mr. SELWYN has been here, a new
. church has been put up, and the whole parish is thoroughly well
worked.
ALL SAINTS', HATCHAM,
is also always crowded.
The Vicar is the Rev. W. LANCELOT
HOLLAND. He is one of the old school, and an outspoken Protestant. Recently we have, in connection with this parish, formed a
South-Eastern Auxiliary to the Protestant Alliance, and we already
number a thousand members. On the afternoon of the 1st of February,
in All Saints' room, Mrs. AUFFRAY, the" Escaped Nun," addressed a
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thousand ladies, unmasking the horrors of the conventual system. In
the evening of the same day, the lady spoke to a mixed audience of
a thousand people on "The Doings of Rome." Good was done. People
are wrong when they say that believers in sovereign grace do not work.
Let them come and view the parish of All Saints', Hatcbam, 'whose
Vicar says, "I glory in being called a Calvinist and It Protestant."
ST. MARY'S, PECKHAJII,
is also crowded. Here the Rev. Mr. SEVER is Vicar, and here, too,
the Gospel is declared in all its fulness.
You, Dr. DOUDNEY, would call me to order if I strayed much further
from the point at which I started. But I am sure you will be glad
of the increase of the kingdom of Christ in the south of London.
But I could go on, speaking of St. George's, where Mr. BURMAN
CASSIN so successfully labours; of St. Luke's, Camberwell, where an
excellent clergyman, Mr. HUGH B. CHAP~IAN, full of love, works almost
day and night for the good of the people, &c.
One more word, and I return to the Old Kent Road. Many of 1JS
think the mitre has spoiled the Bishop of ltochester. His lordship's
last letter, with his reference to "the holy Bishop of Lincoln," has cast
a cold blanket over many of us. Our comfort is, "The Lord reigneth."
Now I come back to
CHRIST CHURCH, C.HfBERWELL.
Our Vicar is the Rev. RICHARD OSCAR TUGWELL THORPE, M.A.
Well, our Vicar, on the day in question, exchanged pulpits with the
esteemed Rector of Ore, Hastings, the Rev. DAVID ALFRED DOUDNEY,
M.A. We knew nothing of Mr. DOUDNEY, except that he was the
son of the beloved Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Many, however,
have, from this Sunday, cause to remember him with pleasure and profit.
In the morning, Mr. DOUDNEY read the lessons and the ante-communion
office, and having assumed the gown (we cling to the gown for the
pulpit), delivered a masterly discourse from Matthew v. 48, "Be ye
therefore perfect, even ad your Father which is in heaven is perfect."
This question concerning perfection had been a source of trouble to many
of us for a long time. This sermon settled the anxious matter. Mr.
DOUDNEY showed us that this term wa-s one of comparison; that in
this world there could be no such thing as perfection. Even in Nature
this held good. Rain often came in certain spots where it was Dot
wanted, or in too large quantities. So with the SUIl. The perfection
of the Church was in Christ, and in Christ alone. Still, the words
of the text were a command, and prayer should be made daily that the
children of God might grow in grace towards perfection. I am not transcribing the discourse. 1 have it photographed on my mind. It was clear,
decided, and delivered with a quiet animation that was refreshing.
In the evening, Mr. DOUD:'<EY took the whole of the service, reading
prayers in the most impressive manner. The text was, "Casting all
your care upon Him, for He careth for you " (1 Peter v. 7). The
preacher clearly showed that these words wer~ real. Christians too
often were-so far as the truth enunciated in these words is CODcerned -unbelieving.
'Vas it a fact that our Master cared for
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the little details of our life ~ Yes. Instances were given. There
was, at a sea-side resort, not long since, a busy Christian man.
The preacher had often envied his evident robust and healthful condition. He became the chairman of a company. Things did not go
smoothly, and the fear that he would lose everything weighed him
down. The text was pointed out to him by a godly friend. Things
came to their worst, and the gentleman's loss was insignificant, but he
was now a pitiable object. He had borne his own care, instead of
casting it on the Lord. Then a second case-a godly lady-years ago,
used to say. to the preacher, "Oh, my poor dear husband is so weakly!
1 shall soon lose him." This was her constant burden, and she was
told where to carry it. The lady died first, her husband being still
alive. Here were two cases where undue thought for the morrow,
instead of taking the words of the text, had caused unnecessary pain.
If the~ words were taken as coming from our divine Master, what
could hurt the child of God ~ "Cast all your care upon Him, for He
careth for you. II
Sunday, the 27th of January, will be a day long remembered by
many of the congregation of Christ Church, Old Kent Road.

O. B. B.

THE LOST FOUND.
AWAY on the mountain. so rugged and steep.
The shepherd goes forth to find his lost sheep;
He hears in the distance its piteous cry,
Sick, and faint, and ready to die.
He has left the ninety and nine in the fold
To seek for the lost one out in the cold;
Though footsore and weary, he mu not rest
Till he clasps the wanderer close to his breast.
He has found it at last, and is bringing it home,
No more from its shelter and safety to roam,
But contented and happy for ever to stay
With the shepherd from whom it once went astray.
The Shepherd of souls left His bright home above,
And gave as a ransom His own precious blood
To rescue the lost ones, by sin doomed to die,
And place in a mansion prepared in the sky.
Oh, the joy and the rapture surrounding the throne!
The Saviour has triumphed, and brings back His own;
While the angels in heaven re-echo the sotmd"Rejoice, for the ones that were lost are now found!
Secure in His presence and safe on His breast,
They joyfully enter the home of the blest;
With saints and with angels bend low at His feet,
In deep adoration their Saviour to greet.
L. F. S.
II

Bolton.

A PRAYERLESS spirit is not the spirit of Christ; but prayer, to
Christian, is as necessary and as natural as food to a natural man.
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THE CONFLICT AND THE CROWN.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAl{ DR. DOUDNEY,-You very kindly asked me to give you some
particulars of my beloved father's last days-the last days here, but
<>h, not the last of him, for he lives for ever. Conflicts and fears accompanied him to the very threshold almost of glory, but the last few
words we were able to understand told of glad assurance and strong
confidence.
He always seemed to others to be such a bright Christian, and I
have frequently been told how much he recomm~nded true religion by
his cheerfulness. He was a living illustration of the lines" Gi,e others the sunshine.
Tell Jesus the rest," .
for I know he was almost constantly the subject of much inward conflict. He was a man of prayer, who lived iu the atmosphere of
continual communion with hiz; Saviour. As a father, he was most
tender and loving, and I think no daughter ever enjoyed fuller confi<lence and closer spiritual communion than I did with my beloved
father. I realize to the full the exquisite pathos and beauty of that
passage in God's holy Word, "Like as a father pitieth his children,
so the Lord pitieth."
But the testimony of some outside the home circle will have more
weight with general readers, so I append a few short sentences from
(Jne or two of the many kind letters we have received.
A clergyman in Liucolnshire, who was one of my beloved father's
most esteemed friends, wrote-et How you will miss the husband and
father, and such a dear one as he, who was a Christian marked by a
great degree of God-inspired affection, fidelity, steadfast adherence to
t~le pure Gospel, and deep sympathy with Curist, His cause, and His
people, especially His suffering and tried ones. . . . . I deeply feel his
loss, which, however, i:l his great gain. He was a real man-so true
and genuine, so kind and thorough, so filithful and so constant in his
l'egard to Christ, and love to Him and His. . . . . What a blessed
and helpful example has he left behind: 'He, being dead, yet speaketh'
by his kind, loving, and truly Christian influence. He has not ceased
to do good down here. His influence still works, and will work, to the
€ncouragement and strengthening of Christians left behind in their
•.struggles and conflicts, their efforts and labours."
Another clergyman wrote-" Your memorial card has reached me
safely, announcing the departure of Olle whom to know was to esteem
and love. My knowledge of your loved husband now dates back more
than thirty years, and his unwavering fri~ndship, springing as it did
out of the love of God in Christ, made known, has been one of the
privileges of my life. The Lord Jesus Christ once set a child in the
midst of His disciples as a sample of what the kingdom of heaven
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consisted of. Your husband never lost childlike simplicity and playful
cheerfulness, at the same time that he laid hold of Gospel truth
with a firm and manly grasp. . . . . Over no grave could the beautiful
and comfortable words of our burial service be pronounced with more
comfortable assurance of hope than- that of FRANCI::> POOL, or, if I may
be allowed to abbreviate, 'FRANK' POOL. Christian frankness was one
of his essential f6atures."
In a letter from Switzerland, the writer says-" He taught me more
religion in my conversations with him than any man with whom I am
acquainted, and I always remember a question which he asked me,
and to which he would have an answer-' How is a man to get rid of
sin l' and which goes to the root of the whole matter."
In a letter from one of his old Sunday scholars to another is this
testimony-" I have received to.day a card in memory of my dear
old teacher, whose memory to-day is sweet, fresh, and good to me, and
I C9.n assure you that its sweetness will last with me until my last
day. He always seemed to me to walk in the light of God's Word."
He was held in loving, reverential esteem by all his old Sunday
scholars, and he loved them with an ardent affeclion. He has been a
constant reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for nearly forty years, and!
its pages have been very dear to him. He often spoke of you in his
last illness, and of the comfort and refreshm.mt he had enjoyed from
your writings. The Holy Spirit blessed the preaching of sermons at
one time very much to him, and the kindness and sympathy of the
preacher to him, who encouraged him to tell him his inner life, were
very helpful to him.
Since his death, we have found a diary-which extends, however,
only over a period of six months-written forty-two years ago, some
time before he was married. Evidently, from its pages, he was then
beginning to stand boldly out on the Lord's side, and he then felt the
conflict with sin. It is almost entirely written in the form of prayer,
and I give a few extracts to show the nature of it :"0 Lord, Thou knowest that I have begun, on Sunday last, to use
a form of prayer in my house, morning and evening. 0 God, for my
blessed Saviour's sake, grant that it may not be a mere form. Grant, of
Thy great goodness, that Thy Holy Spirit may teach me what to ask, and
also enable me to ask in sincerity, love, and faith. Oh, grant t,hat I may
pray-really pray-for such things as please Thee, that the love of the
world, or the fear of man, may never deter me from fulfilling this duty,
or prevent me from performing it, to my soul's benefit, to the good of
those around me, and to Thy glory." " May it, Heavenly Father, please
Thee, for my Saviour Jesus Christ's sake, to vouchsafe such a measure
of Thy Holy Spirit and grace nnto me as may calm my anxious breast,
and enable me to live wholly unto Thee, and serve and glorify Thee
with a quiet, thankful, and contented heart. Grant that my ways,
thonghts, and conversation may be dictated by Thy Holy Spirit, and
be acceptable unto Thee. 0 God, merciful Father, grant that I may
live and die a monument of Thy saving and sanctifying love and grace."
"Strengthen me, even me, 0 Lord, for I am very sinful and weak. 0
.Lord, save me from mylself, and my own evil ways. Save me from
Satan's temptations) from the world, from hardness of heart, pride, and
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covetousness, and from aU evil things, for Thou alone knowest what
is best for me. 0 Lord, incline mine heart to what is well-pleasing
in Thy sight, and so grant me Thy grace in rich abundance that I
may thereby, with the aid of the Holy Spirit, be preserved from sin,
and daily glorify Thee more and more in all things. Grant that
whatsoever I do, or take in hand, I may engage in it, and do it, as in
Thy sight, without wavering or murmuring, but with meekness and
thankfulness to Thee, and in love and charity to my fellow-creatures,
as is honest and right in Thy sight, according to that holy rule, 'May
I do as I would others should do to me.' 0 Lord, I know and feel
that it is not in me to direct my steps, 'for in me dwelleth no good
thing.' Undertake for me, I beseech Thee, and make me abound in all
good works to Thy glory, the good of my fellow-creatures, and my
own comfort, until I come unto Thee, my Saviour and God, for ever
to sing Thy praise, for Thy love and mercy's sake." "My God, il'l
whose hand are the fortunes and lives of men in this world, as much
as in the kingdom of grace and glory also. Lord, deal mercifully with
us, and enahle us to acknowledge Thee in all things, for our dear
Redeemer's sake Jesus Christ, by whom alone we are saved. 0 Lord,
how often have I found those things which I thought untoward accidents be to my benefit, and how have I realized the truth of Thy
holy Word, 'Trust in the. Lord: He shall bring it to pass.' Lord,
enable me to thank Thee, and trust in Thee for all things and at all
times. Thou hast mercifully saved me from a dangerous fall very
lately, and turned nn acciuent, as I thought it, in hurting my finger,
and applying what I did not intend to it, namely, oil of mint, for my
benefit and speedy cure. 0 Lord, I cannot enumerate or call to
mind Thy numberless guidings in all things. Enable me, by Thy
grace and Huly Spirit, to give up myself in thanks, and faith, and love,
to Thy merciful guidance in all thin~s, and keep me from following
my own evil ways, and lead me in Thy mercy, for our dear Redeemer
Jesus Christ's sake."
This prayerful spirit, and looking for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, and marking God's providential care in all things, was continued
to the end of life.
But I must hasten to details of. its close. On October 10th, 1887,
he was seized quite suddenly wit,h pain at the heart, whilst walking
across t.he room, after breakfast, to put by his HAWKER'S" Portions,"
and MASON'S" Treasury," and "BOGATZKY," which he regularly read
morning and evening. For several days he was in danger. This he
realized, for when I reached home-I was away at the time of his
seizure, and was summoned by telegram-he said, with his accustomed
loving fervour, "Thank God for let,ting me live to see you again!"
The next morning, he told me of a most vivid revelation he had had.
"It seemed to me," he said, "that all my sins rose up like a great.
cloud-like a high, black mountain. It was a great darkness, and I
could not Jay hold upon any. light or peace. Then I struggled, and a
voice said-it seemed as distinct as though a voice actually spoke, and
said, 'Call upon Me'; and I said, 'But I cannot even call.' I felt
too dark, and too feeble, and too helpless and overwhelmed, even to call.
Then came such a flood of light that I cannot describe it-that beautiful
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colour that I like, not crimson, and yet, if you understand, there was
no colour, but a bright light, and the words on it, in large letters, 'I
have found a Ransom '-such beautiful words, and He has enabled me
to rest· on them ever since." He often referred to this vision, as he
always called it, and commissioned me again and again to write it out
and publish it, if the Lord led me. He believed the record of it would
be blessed to others.
By the middle of Kovember he was able to be downstairs again, and
{In the first Sunday in December, went to church. He went three successive Sundays, and on the third Sunday passed through the doors
never again to enter the house of prayer in which he had so frequently
worshipped, going so regularly in all weathers, despite age and his infirmity of deafness. He could seldom hear a sermon.
In Ohristmas week his health began to fail again, and in February
no hopes of his life were entertained. I find, on referring to my notes,
that he remarked, "It will be blessed- to me to be called home, and it
will be blessed if He should spare me." "What a blessing it will be
when we meet together in glory, to be without sin, without temptation-to be with Him!" Afterwards, he remarked, "May the Lord give
me a glimpse of Himself before I enter His glory." I asked him if
lIe felt sad. "Vvell," he answered, "I suppose it is the weakness of
the body. I want to feel His love more. He has given me many
precious manifestations, and may He again."
Another day I said, "You feel His arms are underneath you?" to
which he replied, "I know His promise, even if I cannot sensibly feel
it-' Peace, be still.' The Lord is "ery pitiful. Speak it again, Lordspeak it to me." This he said referring to the beautiful lines which
appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, about that time, by "E. M. L. H.,"
on "Peace, be Still," which he requested to be read to him so many
times. He often spoke of departure and of heaven. The joy of
heaven wa~ all Ohrist to him; the mention of names of dear ones gone
before seemed to have little charm. He listened, and then would add,
" Yes, and Jesus! Oh, that will be the joy!" The ties of earth were
loosened, and earthly love grew pale as he contemplated the joy of
seeing Ohrist Himself.
(To be continued.)

A FRAGMENT.

IT humbles me greatly when I see young disciples so much more reconciled to atRiction and trial, as coming from the hand of God, than I
find myself tl) be. In spite of all that I have proved of His sympathy.
and support in the furnace of afRiction, and that these are the times
~md seaso!lS in which He so specially manifests His tenderness and
{;are, I think I never more recoiled from trouble than now. It is but
a sorry return for all the Lord has been and done, and that for so
many years; but such is the case. I dare not pretend to the contrary.
It would ill become me to assnme that which I do not realize. It,
however, tends to confirm the fact of how great a debtor one is to
..sovereign grace and to divine forbearance and long-suffering.
D.
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~.ontsponbtntt.
"HOLPE~

WITH A LITTLE HELP."

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-Although feeling very much my own deficiency
as a writer, yet, by your kind permission, and God's gracious help, I
will endeavour to write a few words to your GOSPEL MAGAZINE about
God's mysterious dealings with a poor sinner, and the conflict my poor
soul went through, some years ago.
One night, after reading the 'Vord of God, there was darted instantaneously into my poor soul some of the most awful and blasphemous
thoughts against God, whom I thought I had formerly loved. I stood
completely bewildered, not knowing what to do, but imagining that
God had entirely given me over into the hands of Satan. I felt a
fearful burning 'Sensation within me, and this I verily believed to be
the wrath of God upon me.
In this distress, I began meditating upon the commandments of God,
and endeavouring with all mv heart to obey them; but the more I
tried to carry out these com~ands, the more self·condemned, helpless,
and wretched I felt myself to be. Surely I did experience that "by
the works of the law shall no flesh be justified." At this time I was a
Sunday School teacher at St. Aidan's School, ,Liverpool, having been
drawn in by the kindness and preaching of the then Vicar. Whilst
endeavouring to do what little I could in the school, these words came
with awful effect upon me, "But unto the wicked God saith, What
hast thou to do to declare My statutes, or that thou shouldest take My
covenant in thy mouth, seeing thou hate~t instruction, and castest
My words behind thee 1" These were awful words to me, and I cannot
express the terror they caused me to go through. After a fearful
struggle with Satan as to whether I should give up attending school or
not, I must confess that I did give up for a time, but during that time
I went from one church to another, seeing if I could gain the slightest
encouragement from any of the sermons I might hear; but I am sorry
to say that the sermons I heard were not calculated to give comfort to
a poor wounded soul.
.
After struggling a long time with these horrible and blasphemous
thoughts, and wondering whether the Lord had the least mercy in
store for me, I made my case known to the then Vicar of St. Aidan's
Church, Liverpool, who did most tenderly and affectionately receive
me into his house, and earnestlv prayed that God might support,
protect, and guide me through the' temptations that had heset me. He
often tried to cnmfort me in his sermons, and would ask sometimes,
"Did not such and such a sermon comfort you 1" to which sometimes
I replied, "No," thus proving that no comfort can be realized from
God's Word only that which is applied by God's blessed Spirit for the
comfort of His children.
I well remember meeting the Vicar in t11e streets one day, and,
seeing me in great distress, he placed his hand upon my shoulder, and
said, "Being confident of this very thing, that He that hath begun
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the good work in you will perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ."
" Ah !" thought I, "tbe great question with me is, Has God commenced His blessed work within my soul 1 How can I be in a state of
grace, and yet feel not the slightest love in my heart towards God 1"
After a while I was asked to attend the Lord's table, but these
words, "eateth and drinketh to himself damnation," made me very
much to tremble. But, however, I laid it before the Lord in this
simple way, one Communion Sunday-" Ob, Lord, do tell me if it is Thy
will that I should attend Tby table this day! If it is not Thy will, I
will stay away, for I do not want to offend Thee." During the day I
wondered if God would, in any way, answer my simple prayer, and
was it not presumptuous for a sinner like me to expect God to take
any note of what I bad said ~ Just as I was leaving the school, in
the afternoon, and thinking that my prayer bad been an abomination
to the Lord, some one toucbed me on the back. I looked round, and
saw it was the Vicar, who said, with such earnestness in his countenance,
"Now, see that you attend tbe Communion this evening." I did feel,
to some extent, that this was an answer to my prayer, and felt determined, in God's' strength, to go. I did approach the table that evening,
with great fear and trembling; and oh, how the devil did set at me
with those fiery darts, which almost completely overwhelmed me!
Another fearful temptation awaited me, and that was, that I had
committed the unpardonable sin. Believing this, I sank down in complete despair, mourning over my sad lot, and thinking that God's mercy
had gone for ever. I compared myself to J uda.g Iscariot, and verily
believed myself worse than he. Now did I set about working, not to
get to heaven, but that I might, a.g I thought, mitigate my punishment in hell, for then I did look for nothing but a hell here and a hell
hereafter. Oh, the Lord knows that this unpardonable sin did break
me completely down! But one day, as I was rearling a book, I came
across these words, "Those who fear and dread they have committed
the unpardonable sin, their fear and dread is a proof that they have
not committed it."
Tbese words did give me some slight hope that
God might still be merciful to me, and these words came with effect
upon me, "Resist the devil, and he will flee from you"; therefore I
did cry most earnestly to the Lord, both night and day, for God to
blot out my awful sins and forgive me, for Christ's sake.
It happened one day, as I was passing a shop-window, I saw the
"Pilgrim's Progress" opened in a certain place, and I read the following
words-" God hath sharp cutting instruments for the polishing of His
jewels." These words struck me very forcibly. I stood there ponderin?
over them. I thought I understood what was meant by the "jewels,'
but I could not quite understand what was meant by the "instruments."
However, I purchased the book, which contained the" Holy \Var," and
" Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners." I read it both night, and
day, and the Lord knows the encouragement, comfort, and consolation I
derived from it; but, after all, these blasphemous thoughts remained in
me.
I went one day from Liverpool to \Varrington, with the intention of
seeing a dear sister of mine, whom I thougbt might give me a li~tle
comfort. During the journey I cried m')st bitterly to the Lord to brmg
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me out of the wretched condition I was in. 'When I arrived there, ann
told my sister my case, she commenced comforting me as best she could,
and gave me a book-Dr. WINSLOW'S" Evening by Evening." I opened
the book in a certain place, and the first words I read were, "For a
small moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I
gather thee: in a little wrath I hid My face from thee for a moment,
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord
thy Redeemer." These words did indeed come with sweet effect upon
my drouping spirit, and oh, how I longed to know if they were actually
spoken by the Lord to me! Blessed be God, I can truly say they have
been sweet words to me ever since. I have been brought to see, by
bitter experience, that nothing but the free and soYereign grace of God
can save a poor, lost, undone sinner.
~~

~R

LOVE-RESPONSES.
To the Ed·itO'( of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRlfu'W AND BROTHER IN CHRIST,-I have read your
" Notes by the Way" in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of this mouth, and on
comparing them with my own experience, I can endorse every word of
them, for they exactly coincide with that of which I am the subject.
I, too, am "shrinking, and waiting" the Lord's summons, and would
leave everything in His hands; but, alas! "judgment" is one thing,
and" feeling" another. Yes; my dear brother, the Great Searcher of
hearts knows what we are the subjects of, and that "our judgment
and feelings are at issue." We know all things are ordered by His
infinite wisdom, and must be accomplished, otherwise the covenant of
grace could not be "ordered in all things, and sure." But, notwithstanding, "judgment and feelings," as you say, "are at variance"; and if
not, it is only for a short season, aner which interruption speedily
follows.
Two nights back, I experienced such a darkness of soul and mind
that I was so troubled about it. My utterances were of the mo%
commonplace kind. I could recognize no access to the throne. At
last I fell asleep, and when I awoke, although in a measure it had
pa""ed away, it had not entirely; and I am inclined to think that
all those who know the plague of their own hearts are more or less
the subjects of this.
When last at Southsea, I was one morning on the Town Pier.
watching the arrival and departure of the steamboats. A person accosted
me, and I suppose there was something in my reply that caused
him to think I was a Christian man, for he said, "A brother in the
Lord." We ,,;alked together the length of the pier, but before we
reached the end I found that our experience of the Lord's workings and
. dealings with us did not agree. When I spoke of the plague of my
own heart, so that I felt like the Apostle-" When I would do good,
~vil is ever present with me," he replied, "Oh, my dear brother,
you must rlo away with all that ! I have not had such feelings as
that since I have knolYll the Lord." I fuund out that he wail one ot'
the Plymouth BI ethren. "Yhile I feel sure some of them are the
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Lord's people, I cannot agree with them. There is an appearance of
great humility, but I have learnt that there can be pride in humility.
I had a good insight into their ways while staying at Ilfracombe, a
few years since. They are nearly all free-willers, and it is quite
possible some of them do not know it. They are also duty-faith men,
but I understand there are three sections of them.
I am quite sure that your "Notes by the 'Way" are very profitable,
as well as encouraging and strengthening, to the Lord's family-at least
to those who are under a deep-felt sense of their weakness and sinfulness. As you say truly, "How can we learn practically and experimentally the meaning of such expressions as-' Let the weak say, I
am strong'; 'The lame take the prey'; 'I was brought low, and
He helped me'; 'The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong' 1" &c.
No, my dear friend, there is no room at any time for the creature
to boast. I feel more consciously than ever, by these exercises, His
divine loving-kindness and forbearance towards me, and being such as
you describe them to be. What a mercy it is that we have a Mediator,
in whose hands we are! The hand of a Mediator is a great blessing.
May we not suppose that the first transgressor failed for the want of
such 1 Israel cried to Moses-" Go thou near, and hear all that the
Lord our God shall say; but let not God speak with us, lest we die."
Job longed for a Daysman, that might lay His hand upon both parties.
All that we are the subjects of is knowLl to Him, and although we
may now and then make some fresh discoveries, yet they are not new
to Him, who knows all things from the beginning.
Oh, what a mercy, my dear brother, that we can put all our affairs
into our glorious Mediator's hands, remembering He wears our nature,
pleads our cause, takes up all our concerns, and "ever liveth to make
intercession for us"! The way may be rough, but "thy shoes shall be
iron and brass, and as thy days, so shall thy strength be."
All these
exercises teach us plainly that "this is not our rest," and all our joy
ariseth wholly from Jesus' Person and righteousness, and not from any
supposed graces, tears, and repentance, or even faith itself, if viewed as
an act of onrs. "The eternal God is thy Refuge, and underneath are
the everlasting arms."
"Should conscience accuse us, as ofttimes it may,
Here's blood that can take its defilement away;
In Jesus, the Saviour, the sinner shall view
A city of refuge, and righteousness too."

It is our mercy to know that conflict does not destroy confidence,
except as we look to ourselves rather than to Him. "In Me is thy
fruit found," therefore, my dear brother, we come to the conclusion of
the Apostle Paul-" We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed;
we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
cast down, but not destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying
of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest
in our body. For we which live are alway delivered unto death for
Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our
mortal flesh."

...
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May you be long spared to tell "the old, old. story," and God will
honour your testimony by blessing it to His poor and needy ones, for
whom it is designed.
Yours affectionately in the Lord,
GEORGE A. NORTHOVER.
Lee, February, 1889.
COMl\IENTS.

1. 'Ve have long said, and are increasingly convinced of the fact.,
that the Lord's servants, at the present juncture of the Church and
nation, are very specially tried. Their trials are of no ordinary nature,
but they are such as compel them to betake themselves to Him whois wisdom, strength, and righteousness. 'Vith respect to that darkness
-that gloom-those peculiar, indescribable exercises-of which our dear
brother speaks, it is a time and a season best described by the
Psalmist, where he testifies of the fact in these terms-'C The sorrows
of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me; I
found trouble and sorrow." Now, what is involved in that language we
defy any mortal to describe. It must be felt to be understood, but
never, never to be explained. Suffice it that the Lord knows the
meaning of it Aye, and that the Lord Himself, as the Forerunner
of His people-as One in common with His brethren-as having partaken of their nature, and (sin only excepted) gone down into the
deepest depths of their woe, anguish, and "sore-amazed" positioncan Personally understand, and does Personally and practically sympathize with, His worn and weary followers, in all the strangeness, peculiarity, and intensity of their soul-distress, amazement, and dismay.
What a key does this experience furnish to the special utterances of Job
and Jeremiah, as well as the cries and importunities of the Pfjalmist r
2-. And, dear brother, is there not a mercy-in spite of all that is
involved in it-to have been brought into positions whereby we are
led into a personal knowledge and a heartfelt understanding of what
would otherwise seem so strange and contradictory? Take, for instance,
that one testimony, upon the part of the Psalmist-" When my spirit
was overwhelmed within me, then Thou knewest my path." That is,
as we understand it, the Lord was specially familiar with the then
position; that He was guiding, guarding, regulating, adjusting, meting
out just the grain of needed strength, help, and support for the occasion-" sitting as a Refiner, purifying the sons of Levi," with a special
watchfulness-a peculiar interest-a supernatural care and keeping.
3. Further, we are persuaded that the Lord has another wise and
gracious purpose in view, in regard to the manner in which He at
present tries His people. Those we have in view at the moment, in
this respect, are the men who, in a doctrinal point of view, hold, and
that most tenaciously, the truth as embraced in "a covenant ordered
in all things, and sure." Such are thoroughly "rooted, grounded, and
settled" in the wisdom, the love, the mercy, the covenant pledges of
a covenant God for a covenant people. They exult in the mercy that
His covenant engagements are like Himself, unchanged and unchangeable; that He is "the same yesterday, and to· day, and for ever" ;
that "He rests in His love, and hates to put away"; that He is "of
one mind, and none can turn Him; and that which Re purposeth, that
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He doeth"; yea, that "He doeth according to His will in the army
·of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth;' and none can stay
His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou 1" Now, we repeat, in
regard. to all these precious verities, they are "stablished, strengthened,
settled," in a doctrinal point of view. Whilst, however, such is the
case, as far as doctrine or creed is concerned, we contend that the
Lord takes His own means of proving, and that in the clearest and
most demonstrative way, that these truths, rightly received, under the
power and teaching of the Holy Ghost, in a broken and contrite
heart, do not lead to that indifference of walk and conversation, or that
presumptuous mode of life, with which the doctrines of grace are but
too frequently libelled. Such charges betray a vital ignorance of the
true nature of grace, as bestowed by the God of all grace; and in
connection with which, a holy fear, a godly jealousy, an ardent
desire to walk and to talk as becometh a pardoned sinner, an adopted
·child, and an heir of eternal glory, pervade the heart and conscience
~f those thus redeemed and called from among their poor fallen fellow~inners.

4. We repeat that we are convinced that the Lord thus deals with
His people-His ministering servants especially-under present circum.stances. They are specially tried-peculiarly tempted-but oh, at the
~ame time, they are specially su.pported-specially sustained-specially
soothed and comforted !
5. You speak, dear brother, of two nights when you have recently
been called to encounter such darkness-aye, a "darkness that may be
felt" indeed. You have not been alone in this respect, we can assure you.
In one's own case, the enemy, having taken advantage, as he is ever
wont to do, of bodily sickness and pain, "came in like a flood," and, in
his own keen and subtle way, suggested, "If it be thus under a .little
temporary ailment, how will it be with thee in the swellings of Jordan 1"
At such times, 'when the Holy Comforter has withdrawn His most
gracious presence, and withholds His precious" Fear nots," what havoc
is made of' the poor distressed and affrighted soul! How helpless is
such an one! How utterly vague and powerless seems the attempt to
~xclaim, "Get thee behind me, Satan!" How real in sensation and E>Xerience does "the horrible pit and the miry clay" become! It is no
mere notion, no vague supposition, no simple imagination or guesswork, but a painful, distressing, agonizing reality, from which the poor
affrighted sinner, in spite of all past knowledge and experience, can no
more free himself or make his escape than arrest the sun in his course.
He is perfectly powerless, utterly helpless, altogether crushed, and
broken, and dismayed. He can no more" lift up himself" than could
the poor woman of whom we read in the dear .and blessed Master's
time. None but the same Almighty Deliverer can grant the succour
and vouchsafe the relief which can alone meet so desperate a state of
.things. Then something is known, and most painfully felt too, of
Paul's voyage, in a spiritual sense, when "neither sun nor stars in
many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on them, and all hope
that they should be saved was taken away." "Ve repeat, there is a
spiritual sense in which these deep and painful lessons are learnt,
under whi~h the Lord, and the Lord alone, can sustain. No past
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experience can suffice; no by-gone manifestation bring the relief then
and there needed.. ';Yere not the "everlasting arms underneath" at
such agonizing seasons, and had not the divine mandate gone fortb,
"Touch not hi3 life," as in Job's case, hapless indeed would be the
consequences.
6. But ob, blessed be His name, He does see-aye, and He gives
heed, too-but it is il~ His OWJ1 time and way. It is in the extremity-just as the soul seems, as it were, to be drawing its last, breatb. He
comes so gently-in such an unlooked-for way-yet so timely and so
unexpectedly. Ob, those love-whispers! those precious "Fear nots ! "
those renewed assurances, "It is I! It is I!" Oh, brotber, you know
His voice at such times and seasons, blessed be God! Ami generally
these love-tokens come in a new and most untbought-of manner, the
which bespeak how the Lord had been looking on-how "waiting to
l)e gracious "-how ready to fulfil His word, "And it shall come to
pass, be/m'e they call, I will answer; and whilst they are yet speaking,
I will hear." Yes, and in the sequel, how emphatic is their testimony
-" I was brought low, and He helped me."
And what help too!
How merciful! how gracious! how real and effectual! Oh, how abundantly, at such times and seasons, does the Lord make up for all that
has been passed through, in a way of suffering and sorrow, anguish
and dismay! How instantly is His own dear Self recognized! What 3,
blessed heart-response! It is "the voice of my Beloved: bebold, He
cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills." Ah!
and how full of self-reproach and personal disgust and indignation,
under the loving rebuke and tender chiding, "0 thou of little faith,
wherefore didst thou doubt ~" " Why so ready to call in question My
faithfulneEls and divine all-sufficiency ~" Oh, brother, does He not, at
such times and under such circumstances, become, as it were, ten-fold
more precious-yea, "the Chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely" ~
7. In the recent conflict-and ardent and intense that conflict was,
especially in the literal as well as spiritual darkness of the night-season
-there had been the pleading with the Lord, upon the ground of
relationship / the time when and the circumstances under which He had
said-and that with such divine power and supernatural results" Son I ., The Lord had been assured that we durst not have approached
Him with the appeal, " Father I" had He not given the warrant by the
marvellous acknowledgment of sonship. And could that tie ever be
dissolved ~ Could that bond be broken ~ Could a positive severance
of Fll,ther and child ever come to pass? And oh, how plaintive and
powerful the appeal-" Doubtless Thou art our Father, though Abraham
be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: Thou, 0 Lord, art
our Father, our Redeemer; Thy name is from everlasting. 0 Lord,
why hast Thou made us to err from Thy ways, and hardened our
heart from Thy fear ~ Return for Thy servants' sake, the tribes of
Thine inheritance" (Isa. lxiii. 16, 17). Again," But now, 0 Lord,
Thou art our Father; we are the clay, and Thou our Potter; and we
all a!e the work of Thy hand. Be not wrath very sore, 0 Lord,
neither remember -iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech Thee, we
are all.Thy-people" (Isa: lxiv.. B, 9). Certain.other passages, moreover,
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were brought to the mind, and pleaded with intense importunity before
the Lord; but, alas! all seemed to be in vain, and the cry was, " Will
the Lord cast off for ever ~ and will He be favourable no more ~ Is
His mercy clean gone for ever ~ doth His promise fail for evermore'r
Bath God forgotten to be gracious ~ hath He in anger shut up His
tender mercies ~" (Psa. lxxvii. 7-9.) It was after one of these deep.
and sore night-conflicts that our doctor paid his second visit for the
day, and, in the course of his remarks, said there was only one thing
that made him nervous, and that was, when anything ailed his children.
He has three, varying in age from five to eight or nine. For example,
in taking a last look at them, when in beu, and before visiting his
surgery for the close of the day, he saw a big tear standing upon the
cheek of his youngest child-a dear boy of between four and five
years old. Upon asking the cause, he fouIld the dear child had broken
some little toy. He was very sorry for what he had done. "Couldn't
his father," he asked, "get the glue-pot and mend it ~" The effect
of this little narrative we cannot express. " What!" thought we, "shall
such a simple circumstance as this so affect a man's heart, accustomed
as he so long has been to all kinds of scenes, both by sea and land,
in hospital as well as extensive private practice ~ Shall he have witnessed sUfferings, mental and bodily; poverty and privation; acutest of
severances, and most agonizing of bereavements-shall he for years have
been familiar with such scenes, and now touched to the very heart's core
by the grief of that little boy ~" Ab! why this ~ How is such a mystery
to be explained ~ \That can account for such a seeming contradiction 1
Ah! here it is. It was his child! his ch ild! It was upon the gronnel
of relationship that these strange, inexplicable-yet, at the same tim p ,
sacred- emotions were enkindled. This wondrous bond-tbis marvellous union-this identity-will account for "the sounding of the
bowels "-this all-absorbing interest in another, with a corresponding
forgetfulness of self. Upon these reflections, awakened by so simple
an incident, followed the mental argument-" If this be the case with the
merely human parent, what must be the mind-what the feelings-what
the tender sympathies-of that Almighty Being, that Heavenly Father,
who is the Author and the Infuser of these so sacred emotions ~" The
reflections thus awakened are far better felt than expressed, the more
especially as the plea had previously been so urged and argued before
the Lord-" Hast Thou not said that, 'like as a father pitieth his children,
so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him' ~ Do I not feel as a father for
my children ~ Oh, wilt Thou not feel for me, as Thy poor, wayward,
helpless, worthless child ~ Hast Thou not said, 'Is Ephraim }ily dear
son ~ is he a pleasant child ~ for since I spake against him, I do
earnestly remember him still: therefore My bowels are troubled for
him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord' ~" (Jer.
xxxi. 20.)
8. The incident just named was followed, shortly after, by one
equally unexpicted. Meeting a stranger whilst taking a little exercise,
after I had been confined to the house' for some days, he said, "I
have just been writing to my daughter and saying, if she is cast down,
and wants lifting up, let her turn to Jeremiah xxxi. 18-' I have surely
heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus: Thou hast chastised me, and
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I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn Thou
me, and I shall be turned; for Thou art the Lord my God'; and
Isaiah liv. 7, 13-' For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but
with great mercies will I gather thee.' 'And all thy children shall be
taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children.'
These portions," continued the venerable stranger, "the Lord gave me
sixty-four years ago, in John Street Chapel, Bedford Road, where
J. HARRINGTON EVANS used to preach." "And how old are you 1" we
ventured to ask. "If spared," said he, "till the 8th of March next,
I am eighty-five." Thus not only had the stranger unknowingly quoted
OILr own birthday as his, but the very Scripture which had been such
a solace to our own mind, and had been pleaded before the Loni,
from time to time, for many years, as given us by Himself for our
solace and stay. Oh, what a timely interview was this! Moreover, it
is thus that the Lord is pleased so often, and in such a timely, merciful, and gracious way, to minister to our necessities.
G. Lastly, dear brother, there is one point upon which I would touch.
It is, the feeling which is so common among the children of God,
especially in the early PlU't of their spiritual career. "Ob," say they, "if
the Lord would but assure me of His adopting grace and pardoning
love and mercy, I should be satisfied! If He would but tell me that
I was His child, I should not then care what trials or afflictions befell
me. Come what may, I would readily submit, and say, 'The will of
the Lord be done!'"
Ah! who of us, in this state of mind, and
under these feelings, but could so fully sympathize with the poet" Could I but read my title clear
"Should earth against my soul
To mansions in the skies,
engage,
I'd bid farewell to every
And hellish darts be hurled;
fear.
Then I can smile at Satan's rage,
And .ripe my weeping eyes.
And face a frowning world.
" Let cares like a wild deluge come,
And storms of sorrow fall;
May I but safely rea-eh my home,
My God, my hea,en, my all" ?
Oh, with what earnestness and how sincerely were these words
expressed! But, although the Lord has in ten thousand ways spokeI1
and cheered-aye, sealed home the endearing bond of sonship-what
about "smiling at Satan's rage" and "facing a frowning world"?
Has the Lord had no other methods by which to humble and lay low
in the very dust of self·nothingness and. creature helplessness and
pauperism 1 Has He no other means by which to try the faith and
test the love of His poor and needy ones? How well, therefore, may
plain matter of fact-the positive experiences of His children-lead
them to plead that they may be enabled simply to fall into His hands,
without venturing to dictate to Him as to how, when, and by what
means to solace and cheer and comfort them! Of this they may rest
assured-and, sooner or lator, they will prove it by heartfelt experiencethat, if they must have indulgences, or if they must be spoken to or
dealt with in some special way, tests (aye, alid such tests, too!) will
most assuredly follow, and under which the Lord, and the Lord alone,
o 2
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can support and sustain. Take, for example, dear brother, the visit to
which we referred in the very article you have quoted. As there
stated, we never remember but two other such manifestations, during
a period of well-nigh sixty-three years. Such was the glimpse of glory
with which we were indulged; such the felt nearness to the Lord; such
the thinness of the veil by which we were separated from our best
Beloved; and such, withal, the appeals to Him, as, "Thou knowest all
things; Thou knowest that I love TheE'," that we were really at a loss
to know what was coming. "Ve thought it might be an intimation
that "the Master was indeed about to come and call for us." But
oh, what very soon followed 1 "Vhat, but the densest darkness-the
intensest gloom-the terrible fear and saddest apprehension as to what
was about to befall us. It was indeed with us as with the disciples"It was now dark, and Jesus had not come to them." Such was the
sadness-such the intense depression-such the gloom-that it seemed
impossible we could ever put pen or pencil to paper again.
Finally, deal' brother, this is what we crave at the Lord's handthat He would be pleased to grant us yet more and more to realize
the preciousness of that truth, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
[ peace, peace] whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in
TheE'. "
THE EDITOR.
DIVINE LONGINGS.
LETIER TO A FRIE:\D.
DEAR BROTHER,-I was glad to hear of you, and to find that you
had been paying a visit to the beautiful county of Devon, which is
endeared to us as the place where Dr. HAWKER lived, wrote, and died.
You say you wish you had more of the enjoyment of spiritual things
in which he seemed,continually to rejoice. Well, brother, the secret, as
it appears to me, was because he .was enabled by faith to be continually
contemplating the Lord Jesus Christ and His finished work. Who can
be in darkness when basking in the light of the sun 1 So the soul
that turns away its eyes from its sinful self (having been taught by
the Spirit that in his flesh" there dwelIeth no good thing") to the Sun
of Righteousness, lives in the light, walks in the light, and the blood
of his dear Lord cleanseth him from all sin.
Depend upon it, brother, that nothing but divine beauty can draw
away the soul from a sense of sadness which the knowledge of our
,<;inE, by the blessed Spirit, has imparted to it.
A

"Lost, and ruined, and undone,
I a needy sinner am;
Hope of mercy I have none
Only through the slaughtered Lamb:
Lord, my hope is all in Thee;
Thou art All in all to me."
~I

think I hear you say, "Ah! that is just what I want, but I am so
dragged down to earth and earthly desires that when I would, I cannot
pra.y, and, instead of flying on the wings of faith, hope, and love, I
can. only crawl as a worm, and no man." As "VATTS sings-·
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" We can neither run nor go
To reach celestial things."
Well, this is the experience of all God's children. BERRIDGE, whose
hymns (I wonder they are not re-published) I would strongly recommend
to you, says"Thus pride is broken down
And humbled in the dust;
We view our vileness, and must own
The Lord is all our trust.
"May Jesus Christ disclose
The plagues within my heart;
And as my soul more humbled grows,
A brighter faith impart."
The fact is, our Lord, who knows that we shall be neither strong
nor happy by continually bewailing our leanness, gives us a sight of
our unworthiness, in order that we may cease from looking within to
find some goodness to satisfy our carnal wishes, and thus be led to fix
our hearts and souls upon Himself, who is "the Ohiefest among ten
thousand, and the altogether lovely."
" Could I of all perfection boast,
As pme as that which Adam lost,
I'd say that Christ alone was good,
And glory only in His blood."
Ohrist, and Ohrist only, must be our daily bread, for only by feeding
on Him can we be satisfied and strong. Has He not said, "Except we
eat His flesh and drink His blood, we have no life in us" 1
.
"Then, Jesus, wilt Thou be
My Portion and my All?
For I would wait on Thee,
And listen to Thy call:
My daily wants Thou canst supply,
And find me food, and bring me joy."
There is a mistake which we are apt to make in advanced life, and
that is, to think that we are worse than we were, so that, instead of
becoming more Ohrist-like, we fancy we are more can,al than ever.
But this is not so. It is because we are growing in grace that we be:
come better acquainted with our own sinful natures, and we see Ein
where we never saw or dreamt of it before. It is a proof that we are
walking in the light, and that the Spirit is gradually revealing to us,
as we are enabled to bear it, the sinfulness of sin, and the awful
punishment which it deserves. The Lord never intended that we
shoulrl forget our sins.' We need to be reminded of them continually,
and this is accomplished by communion with Him who is Light, and in
whom is no darkness at all. For this end afflictions are sent, and we
feel, if we do not say, with the widow of Zarephath, "Art thou come
to bring my sins to remembrance 1" Yes, the Lord will not allow His
children to think lightly of sin, and therefore reveals to them i~s
true iniquity, so that they may be like-minded with Himself, to whom
sin is that abominable thing which He hatet~; and so the believer's
prayer is-
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" Jesus, I desire to be
Ever more and more like Thee;
Yet, alas! I daily find
In my flesh another mind.
"Hateful things, which I detest,
Have a place within my breast;
To me they are an offence,
Yet I cannot drive them hence."

So "the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the fle5h ;
and these are contrary the one to the other, so that we cannot do
the things which we would"; and thus, dear brother, it will be to the
end, when
"Sin, our worst enemy before,
Shall vex our eyes and ears no more;
Our inward foes shall all be slain.
Nor Satan break our peace again:"

E. W.

AN ORIGINAL LETTER OF THE REV. W. J. BROOK, RA.,
FORMERLY VICAR OF BRIGHTON.

You should have heard from me before, but I have been much occupied.
An adversary, in the shape of a preacher, has lately come into the
town, and made it his business to fall upon me, so that I have been
obliged to attend a little to this quarter. It has served to drive me
closer to the only Refuge-to my only Hiding-place from every
cala.mity-and it has given me a fresh opportunity of proving the
faithfulness and condescension of my God. I have long had a watchful
eye over you. Whatever you may be, I believe I have been the instfllment, and I am persuaded no more than an instrument. I had no
suspicion at first that anything had taken place in you from my conversation, nor did I by it aim at any such thing; nor have I since, by
any human arts of my own, endeavoured to keep you going, or
standing, and have had very little intercourse by letter or word of
mouth. I like all these things so much the better. I wish to be no
more than a tool or instrument in God's hand, and then to wait, and
see how He works by me. If anything is then done, I am at a point
it is not by my power or might. Everyone must be proved and tried;
so the Church says, "Thou, 0 God, hast proved us: Thou hast tried
us as silver is tried." And every man's work must be tried by fire,
which is very sharp work; but it is to yield satisfaction to the soul,
by affording us plain and undeniable marks that God owns us as His
own. And in these trials we are made to look for a witness, and it is
the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth-bears
witness with our spirit that we are the sons of God-so our sonship
is made clear and plain. and God, as our Father, is acknowledged by
liS.
"He shall cry unto Me, My Father, my God, and the Rock of my
salvation!" 'But it is the poor that cry, and they cry out from distress.
Did you ever consider this Scripture-" Thus saith the Lord that
created thee, 0 Jacob, and He that formed the!', 0 1sra.el" 1 Jacob
and Israel are one and the same man, but at different periods of life.
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There is creation assigned as the work in Jacob, and formation as the
work in Israel. Creation belongs to the first, formation to the last.
I believe that every soul is created in Christ Jesus-that is, every elect
soul, "for we are God's workmanship, created in Jesus Christ." This
is distinct from our creation in Adam. As soon as the Spirit of God
quickens us, we are partakers of life, and Christ is our Life j hence,
~'in Adam, all die; in Christ, all are made alive." Now," if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His," and" if any man be
in Christ, he is a new creature." Then here is creation. But you may
ask, "How does it appear 1 "
Look at Jacob in these four particulars. In the first place, it is
said that Jacob was a plain man, or, in other words, a man without
guile. He knew the plague of his heart, and so spoke of himself to
God and man. Our Lord calls such an one "an Israelite indeed, in
whom there is no guile." A plain man is every sensible sinner, and
this is one mark of our creation.
Secondly, he is said to dwell in tents with Abraham and Isa1c, heir
with them of the same promise. A tent is a movable habitation, and
by this he showed that he considered himself a stranger and a sojourner
upon earth, and that the cord was cat between him and this world j
.and so are all that God quickens.
Thirdly, this appears further in his keeping his eye upon the birthright. Esau sat loosely to this, and Jacob was eager to get it, and
-eveyy quickened sinner wants to get the inheritance incorruptible, as a
,child of the First-born, the Everlas.ting Father, the Elder among many
brethren. Without Christ, he cannot get it. He 3;ppears t,o himself and
to others to be the last-the least likely-but he has his eye upon,
Christ, and the last becomes first, and the first last, so he is a sup·,
planter.
FOllrthly, he gets the hlessing from the mouth of Isaac, and the first
thing our Lord did was to bless the poor in spirit, the meek, the mourning, the hungering and thirsting souls, with assurances of the kingdom,
the earth, of comfort and righteousness. This was the sU]:l5tance of.
Isaac's blessing, which dropped upon J acob.
Now, a man may have all these things, and show but very little
form or fashion of a saint. Having them, he has life j and having
life, he has everything, but it is in embryo. We C,J,rlllot discover the
features, the limb~, the several parts of the new man, nor can the
subject himself discover it. This J acob must be formed, and so
Israel comes out, a prevailer with God and man. God took this way
with Jacob. He took him from bis father's house-would not let him
have anyone to lean upon, that he might find out God as bis only
Refuge. He crossed, thwarted, and di~appointed him; kept him waitiag
long for the fulfilment of His promises; and, to all human appearance,
the longer he lived, the further he was from his mark; and at last,
when He had given him wiVeS and children, so that there was a prospect of the Messiah from his loins, He brought him into the lnnds of
that very brother who had purposed to kill him. This wa~ the greatest
strait J acob evPr was in, but here be prevailed with God, and obtained
-the blessing in his own soul, the enjoyment of everlasting life and
~~

.
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Now, this was forming Israel; and thus God takes pains with us,
to bring forward the features and members of the new man, that there
may be some form and fashion. And it is by various crosses, trials,
and troubles, by many and long exercises, by much waiting and
watching, that we are brought to understanding, to faith that is strong.
to hope that is good, to love that is perfect, to patience that posses.es.
the soul, so that we are perfect and entire in the new man, lacking
and wanting nothing of its features and limbs, to mftke it appear in the
sight of discerning souls that we are not an abortion, but the work
and creation of Him who begets His children by the Word of truth.
Both Jacob and Israel are full of fears-Jacob, that he shall not obtain
the blessing in his soul to full satisfaction, and Israel fears that he
shall be a cast-away. But God says, "Fear not."
Love to thee and to thy husband.
Ever yours,
W. BROOK.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-The 125 "Walks and Talks with Jesus," 85
"Looks To and From Jesus," and 1,000 "Booklets" which we received last month from your valuable Printing Nursery, are now
despatched to all parts of the world, and the demand for more continues
to reach us from all quarters. \Ve must repeat how much these
valuable writings enrich our monthly parcels, and we desire to thank
all kind friends who have so lovingly helped us to carry on our work
of faith and labour of love for our blessed Lord and Master. Many
good supporters of the Mission are gone to their eternal rest (Heb. ix.
15), but it is the Lord's work we are engaged in, and we know He
will take care of His own. We shall feel grateful if any of the Lord's
dear people will help us, by eending copies of " Walks and Talks with
Jesus," "Looks To and From Jesns," and Booklet Packets, &c. ; als\}
the means to meet the incidental expenses of this God-glorifying work.
"He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according
as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver " p Cor. ix. 6, 7). " He
that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that which
he bath given will He pay him again" (Prov. xix. 17).
FROM A SOLDIERS' IXSTITUTE.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I write you a few lines, to thank you very
much indeed for sending me a monthly parcel pf such good readingjust the sort that is so much needed. The writings of dear Dr. DOUJ)NEY are worth their weight in gold.
A nd how much need have I,
and many more like me, to thank our Heavenly Father that He, of
His rich mercy and goodness, has left you still to do the work for
Him and His cause that your dear husband took up. Oh, how true,
if we would only trust Him, are His precious words, 'The Lord will
provide.' "
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AGED MAN ANDWOllIAN ENJOYED READING " WALKS A~D
TALKS WITH JESUS."
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Again I desire to sincerely thank you for
two parcels of books and tra.cts. The books you sent at Christmas
were given to a certain number of boys at the GORDON Home, so that
they were to read, and then make them a present to their parents or
friends; so that we cannot tt1U how much good they may do. They
will be very widely distributed. The last parcel was distributed
amongst the engineers at Aldershot. A corporal undertook to distribute
them for me. A dear old man and woman, between eighty and ninety
years of age, have greatly enjoyed reading '"YValks and Talks with
Jesus.' They had been without a book to read for years, on account.
of the print being small. They desired me to express their thanks t(}
you. May the blessing of Gcd rest upon you."
How

A....'i

FROM ANUTHER AGENT.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I really have been so fully occupied that I
could not find time to scrawl you a few lines, in acknowledgment of
the case of literatuTtl sent about Christmas last. I assure you these
supplies are always welcomed, because of the truths they contain.
Your monthly parcel I also duly received, with many thanks. Old
Jonathan and Little Gleaner always prove acceptable.
The other publications, 'Sympathy,' , Walks and Talks with Jesus,' 'Looks To and
From Jesus,' 'Golden Truths and Grace Triumphs,' are most blessedly
received by Christians, especially sick and infirm Christian men and
women, Of whom we have not a few; and here they are doing a work
for the glory of God which I do not suppose even dear Dr. DOUDNEY
can hope for. I esteem it a great privilege to be permitted so to use
them, and to this you will heartily say, 'Amen.'"
FROM IRELAND.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I am greatly obliged to you for the parcel of'
books sent me this month. They are very valuable. I gave some away
already. The little paper, 'Home,' I distribute in the barrack·rooms.
The men liked the Christmas number greatly; they were glad to get
them. Old Jonathan I keep for the hospitlll. May the dear Lord
bless you in your efforts to send good literature amongst our soldiers
and sailors."
FROM A....'iOTHER AGENT.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I should feel exceedingly obliged if you could
send me a box of reading. I could do with a large box, if it is in
your power to send. If not now, kindly remember me, thanking you
for your great kindness month by month."
We despatched a large box of reading to this agent, and the following letter is his acknowledgment of the same:"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Many thanks for the box of reading, which
came safely to hand, and was very welcome-more especially so because'
of the gift of so many of Dr. DOUDXEY'S valuable works, '"YValks and
Talks with Jesus,' 'Looks To and From Jesus,' &c. I place ,these
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valuable books on board our steamers' colliers, and they are gladly
welcomed and greatly appreciated, and they are doinl! great work
silently for the Master. I cannot speak too highly of such and kindred
reading, so invaluable to our seamen."
I am, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours very thankfully,
A. E. BRIDER.
Old Gaol Mission Hall, Saz.isbuTy, FebTua1'y 11th, 1 89.

IDOLATRY IN ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL.
A LARGE and enthusiastic audience gathered in the Shaftesbury Hall,
Aldersgate Street, London, on Tuesday evening, February 12th, to hear
the Rev. JA1l1ER OR1l1ISTON, Rector of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, deliver
his popular lecture, "St. Paul on Idols, and the Idols in St. Paul's."
The Rev. CHARLES STIRLING, Vicar of New MaIden, Surrey, presided,
and, in a few earnest words, said how warmly he sympathized with
the object of that meeting. Shaftesbury Hall, it should be noted, is
at present used as a Wesleyan Chapel, therefore it was a gracious· act
on the part of those who use it to lend it for the lecture, which was
given under the auspices of the Calvinistic Protestant Union.
In his lecture, Mr. ORMISTON reviewed the work of the Ritualists,
which, according to their own showing, he s3id, was to again bring in
the practice of the Romish Mass. One of their papers had recently stated
that they and the Romanists were really one, and the questions at issue
were those of Christianity against heathenism, meaning, the Evangelists
as opposed to the Ritualists; but after hearing him (the lecturer), and
what he had to say about idolatry, they might think it was .the .other
way round. Coming to the subject of the reredos in St. Paul's, he
would remark that the idea of a crucifix: was one entirely repugnant
,to the minds of Protestants. It was an image of a deceased personhe spoke advisedly-and was no real representation of the Lord Jesus
'Ohrist. Deity could not be carved in marble! It had been said by
some, in their defence of the reredos, that it was only a beautiful piece
-of architecture. The Ritualists, however, would admit that it was more
than this, and that it was there for worship. Beside, if only an ornamental structure, why not place it at the west end of the Cathedral,
instead of the east end ~
The Roman Catholic Bishop of SaHord, Dr. VAUGHAN, had stated
that St. Paul's Cathedral was now more like a Rom>ln Catholic church
than anything else; that the reredos was simply perfect, and now all
that it needed was the introduccion of a few relics (a voice, "A few
old bones! "), and the blessing of the Holy Ruman Church. This was
the opinion of a person who surely ought to know. But the time ha1
c@me when, thank God, there were signs of a Proestant reaction setting in, and if they were the sons of RIDLEY, CRANlI1ER, LATIlIIER,
and HOOPER, then it would not be long before th s reaction had it:;
due effect.
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Canon GREGOIW, when presiding at the last dinner of the St. Paul's
Archleological Society, had hinted at this Protestant wave that was
likely to swet>p over the country, while more than one organ of the
Ritualistic party had revealed the fact that, in some particulars, they
might have gone too far, and that the reacting wave might sweep
them away.
The word "reredos" was a compound of French and Latin. He
had been reading the matter up lately, and it was needless for him
to say that there was nothing whatever about a reredos either in
the Book of Common Prayer, the Homilies, the Thirty-nine Articles,
Qr the Bible. The worship of th<3 golden calf, however, brought it
vividly to mind. Aaron graved an image from the ear-rings and jewels
brought him by the people. The people kuew perfectly well that the
calf was not a god; they worshipped it as the visible image of the
Unseen. But God's anger was kindled against them. Was not their attitude something like that of the people to-day 1 In former times there had
been a reredos in St. Paul's Cathedral, but CRANMER, when Archbishop
of Canterbury, sent to RIDLEY, who was Bishop of London, to have it
removed. It was left for a Bishop of London, in 1887, to unveil, in
the same Cathedral, a thing condemned as idolatrous by the good
Archbishop CRANMER.
AN ADDRESS.
AMIDST the evils and errors of the present day, it is cheering to see
new advocates of foundation truths coming to the front, to cast their
willing offerings into the treasury of the Church of God.
In the December of last year, an address,'" lately issued, upon the
subject of limited redemption, was commended by the Editor of
this Magazine to the notice of his readers in the following forcible
terms-" An outspoken address, in perfect harmony with-yea, based
upon-the sacred ,Vord of the Most High, and well worthy a widespread circulation." The lovers of truth would do well to aid the
distribution of a tract so well commended, the purport of which is, to
exhibit the doctrine of limited redemption as the outcome of the
secure blessings which belong to the whole election of grace, chosen in
Christ Jesus before the world began, and that in accordance with His
own declaration-" I lay down .My life for the sheep. My sheep hear
My voice, and they follow Me; and I give unto them eternal life, and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My
Father's hand." The opposite to this Bible truth is heLl universally
by all Roman Catholics and Arminians of all denominations. Of late
it has been very generally adopted by Calvinists of the Evangelical
body, who have construed the extensive terms uSlld in Scripture which
refer to the ingathering of God's eject among thll Gentiles to mean,
the redemption individually of the whole world. Through the modern
mixture of truth and error, a new creed has sprung up, called the
" "Particular Redemption."
of Bewcastle. Oumberland.

An Address b.y the Rev. Trrus E. LAURlB, Rector
W. Wileman, Fleet Street, London.
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"Larger Hope," which is a delusive attempt to give some distant value
to universal redemption. No doubt this bait will take with multitudes
of graceless professors, who yet desire some fixity of tenure in a
future state that suits their imagination.
After the rise of the Reformation, the influence of Popish tenets
became gradually developed. Nor can this be wondered at, seeing that
Popery is based upon Arroinianism. To free the Protestant Churches
that were scattered abroad from the errors obtained through this Arminian invasion of false doctrine, it was proposed by a council of godly
men to meet and confer upon Articles of Faith, according to Scripture,
and, as a representative body, to examine, decide, and uphold the truths
that so many Protestants had sealed with their blood in days past.
In 1556, Switzerland took the initiative, and a large assembly of gracetaught divines and Christian men from various Churches of truth met
together to draw up Articles of Faith, then generally known as the
"Helvetic Confession," concerning which the translator has left this
record-" If ever there was a Calvinistic Confession of Faith since the
world began, the .Swiss Articles drawn up at this crisis have a right
to be so termed."
At a later period, Holland-that had sheltered the Protestants, and
received through them the light of ·the Gospel, when expelled from
France-took alarm at the growing influence of Arminianism, and,. in
1618, the Dutch Protestants invited representatives from ChristIan
Churches to meet together at Dort, and discuss the subject of a Confession of Faith. The divines that met at this synod were men of superior
learning, deep experience in the truths of the Gospel, and shining
examples of .godliness by their life. The chief subjects for discussion,
termed the "Quinticular Controversy," were the five points that are
well known to most of our readers, and each member of the synod
openly made, or silently agreed to, the following declaration-" I will
not admit of any human writings, but acknowledge the Word of God
only as the certain and undoubted rule of faith; and I will propose
nothing whatever to myself in this whole business but the glory of
God, the peace of the Church, and especially the preservation of pure
doctrine." The articles discussed in this conference were, first, Sovereign Election; secondly, Limited Redemption; thirdly, Original Sin;
fonrthly, Effectual Calling; fifthly, Final Perseverance. This was the
ground-plan of the conference that, after discussion, was accepted by
speakers and hearers-Articles of Faith to which they heartily subscribed,
as founded upon the Scriptures of God.
To alter the second Article of Faith into universal redemption, is
to disturb the unity of the Godhead, to render insecure the doctrines of
grace and the promise~ of God. The redemption work of Christ Jesus
was no precarious purchase, with indefinite results, but the purpose of
God the. Father, performed by God the Son, and applied to the conscience by God the Holy Ghost, to which the whole election of grace
shall bear their everlasting testimony in glory. "And they sung a new
song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals
thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation I,
(Rev. v. 9).

197

The Gospel Magazme.

MR. GLADSTONE.-AT HOME!
THE correspondent of the Standard, writing from Rome, under date
January 2nd, quotes as follows, the statement of a correspondent of the
Rifol'ma:"In reply to some rather pressing questions respecting his former
sayings and writings on the subject of the Papacy, and his recently
published words respflcting the Roman question and the Pope, the right
hon. gentleman asserted that his opinions were unchanged. He considered temporal power incompatible with the unity and liberty of Italy,
but the penon of the Pope 1WS very new' his heart, and he desired to see
him surrounded with all the respect, prestige, and guarantees of his
authority.
"In reply to another question, Mr. GLADSTONE said that, in passing
through Rome, he should call at the Vatican, as a simple act of politeness, without any other intention."
What will those "l\ho have 1een hitherto infatuated with the G.O.M.
say to such a statement ~ Where is there the yeriest sign of reverence
-or zeal for the honour of that Almighty Being whose very name as well
.as authority the poor old man of the Vatican dares presumptuously and
blasphemously to assume ~ "'Ye tremble for the deluded man, be he
who he may, that expresses regard for such an attempted usurper of
that "name which is above every name."
Surely such an expression
of such a man being "veTy neaT his heal·t" ought to open the ey~s
-of the blindest, and touch the consciences of the most zealous and
infatuated admirers of the people's idol!
THE EDITOR.
FORWARD!
'TIS better on before:
Look up, and thou shalt see
The glories of the better land,
That land of liberty.

'Tis better on before;
Thine Elder Brother's there;
He has fought the battle first;
Thy mansion He'll prepare.

'Tis better on before;
Then banish every fear;
.soon shall the King of Glory come,
His chariot wheels draw near.

'Tis better on before;
Soon will these shado"l\s flee,
And thou shalt be at home \\ith Him,
To spend eternity.

'Tis better on before;
A glimpse within the veil
1Vill well repay the pilgrim's toil;
His promise cannot fail.

'Tis better on before;
With loved ones thou shalt meet;
There sing of all His wondrous love,
And worship at His feet.

'Tis better on before;
There thou wilt see His face;
Forget thy cares and trials here,
Singing of sovereign grace.
AUNT

THE devil is never idle; he always goeth about.
his diocese, and he is every day on his visitation.

Lucy.

The world IS
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~tbithJs Rub ~;lafitu of ~oohs.
Many Infallible Proofs: The Evidences of Chri.stianity; or, The Written
and Living Word of God. By ARTHUR T. PIERSON, D.D., :gethany
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. London: Morgan and Scott.
IN his preface, the author, with great candour, states that he "once
found himself getting into the deep darkness of doubt. Beginning at
the foundation, he searched for himself, till he found the proofs ample
-that the Bible is the Book of God, and Christ the Son of God. It
was like finding one's way out of a dense wood into the full light of
day. Others are still in the dark; and these chapters are the' blazed'
trees, that mark the path by which one man got Jut of the fores·.
Perhaps [adds the author] some one else may try the same route, wi h
a like result."
It is due to the author to state that, as the result of his research,
he has produced a book of considerable weight and importance, which
may well commend itself to the careful perusal of the most prejudiced.
The various phases of truth are examined in the most exhaustive way,
and must commend itself to the candid and earnest inquirer. We
must content ourselves with one extract, although, did space allow,
many might be given, which we doubt not would be most acceptable
to our readers:-It is because [says the author] of the exalted moral and spil-itual character
of the Bible that it has successfully resisted the assaults of four thousand
years. It is tDo strong in itself, and in its hold on the hearts of men. tD
be overthrown. As well attempt with pop-guns and putty to demolish
Gibraltar, or to root up one of the cedars of Lebanon. The Bible is too
high to be successfully assaulted. As well try to throw water against the
firmament, or to dislodge the stars with arrows; or, as Dr_ BRECKI~
RIDGE said, "As well attempt to plant your shoulder against the burning
wheel of the mid-day sun, and roll it back again into night."
We glory in such defensive principles of the Book of Truth, hence
with pleasure and satisfaction we commend the volume before m.
The Contwts and Teachings of the Catacombs ~f Rome. By BF.~J_·uLSCOTT, F.R.A.S., Chamberlain of the City of London.
Fourth
Edition. London: Morgan and Scott.
IN this very able work, the author has clearly established his point,
which was, to prove that the Catacombs of Rome are "a vindication
of pure and primitive Christianity, and an exposure of the corruptions of Romanism." Both the inscriptions and the figurative representations, as attached to "the sepulchral remains of the Early
Christians," furnish the strongest evidence that the Church, in thosM
days, was not corrupted by the after-assumptions and pretensions of
Romanism. Upon the tablets which abound by thousands in the Catacombs, there is not to be found the semblance of those figures, practices,
or usages with which Romanism abounds, and in which she so largely
indulges in the propagation of her idolatrous system. In proof, for
example, that there did not exist, in those early times, the idea of a pur-
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gatory (which has ever been such a source of terror Oll the oue hand,
and iniquitous gain on the other, to that apostate Church), the learn;ld
author quotes a few of the inscriptions which abound in the Catacombs.
"No mention whatever," says the author, "of purgatory-not even the
most incidental reference thereto-has been found in the Catacombs,
but as follows-IN GOD-IN CHRIST-IN PEACE-IN REFRESHMENTIN THE HOME OF THE ETERNAL GOD-BoRNE AWAY BY A~GELS
RESTIXG-SLEEPING-IT IS FORBIDDEN TO WEEP-HE LIVES ABOVE
THE STARS. Such," continues the author, "are the invariable echoes
of the Catacombs. .i.Yo condemnation to those who w'e in Clwist Jesus'Absent from the body, present with the Lord '-' Having a desire to depart,
an(l to be with Ch1'ist.' Such were the doctrines and the fait,h of the
Early Christians. They believed in the gracious words once spoken to
a wretched sinner who was snatched from a sinful course and from
an ignominious death, to grace the Saviour's triumphal entry into
the world of spirits, there to show Himself a Redeemer, 'mighty to
save '-' This day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.'"
The author proceeds to show the corrupt character of thf. apostacy.
He proves, from Rome's own statistics, her persecuting, bloodthirsty
spirit; that she is unchanged and unchangeable; and that her ultimate doom, as the Babylon of the Apocalypse, is as pronounced and as
inevitable as the Bible can express.
This book ought to be circulated by tens of thousands in this loose,
unsuspecting, and most compromising age.
The Devil's Mission of Amusement. A Protest by ARCHIBALD G. BROWN.
London: Morgan and Scott.
AN invaluable protest, well deserving perusal, and then to be scattered
broadcast through the length and breadth of Christendom. The arguments are weighty in the extreme, proving to a demonstration indeed
that the practices of the day, in seeking to draw the young by lively
and attractive services, are among the delusions, and will lead to the
destructiveness, of the last days. The author makes the following
affecting statement:I will here, as before the Lord, give my personal testimony, Though
I have never seen a sinner saved, I have seen any number of backsliders
manufactm'ed, by this new departm·e. Over and over again have young
Christians, and sometimes Christians who are not young, come to me in
tears, and asked what they were to do, as they had lost all their peace,
and fallen into evil. Over and over has the confession been made, "l
began to go wrong by attending worldly amusements that Christians
patronized." It is not very long. since that a young man, in a,n agony of
soul, said to me, "l never thought of going to the theatre until my
minister put it into my head, by preaching that there was no harm, in it.
I went, and it has led me from bad to worse, and now I am a miserable
backslider, and he is responsible for it."
Yes, and fearful is the day of reckon'ing that awaits such ungodly,
unscriptural advi~ers. The teacher or the preacher, be he who he may,
that attempts to remove the distinguishing line between the Ohurch
and the world, incurs a responsibility and a corresponding condemnation that, if divine grace interpose not, will fill him with dismay and
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possess him with terrors indescribable, in prospect of rendering an
account of his stewardship to the Great Searcher of hearts and Triei'
(If the reins of the children of men. Better for such a m\lu that he
11ad never been born.

The Triumph of Modem' Thought; 01', The Bible, and Ho!!' u;e got Rid of
it. By NEMO. London: Partridge and Co.
THIS is a supposed conference occasioned by "The Down-Grade Coutroversy." The principal. speakers are-The Right Rev. Bishop High
Church, Mr. WorIdly Christian, the Rev. Dr. Cleavefoot, Mr. SimpleMind (and his liHle boy), the Rev. Timothy Tadpole, and Satan. This
is a most clever and timely production.
The arguments of Mr.
Simple-Mind and his little boy, being based upon the Word of God, are
'~)erfectly unanswerable, proving the fallacy of the human reasoners whom
the speaker had to confront. ,Ve cannot speak in terms too highly of
this work, and wish it could be circulated in these delusive days to the
number of tens. of thousands.

I~.
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:/:;tTa.ngeTs 'and Pilg1·ims. 'By THOMAS

BRADBURY, Minister of Grove
Chapel, Camberwell. London: Claude Villa, Lo\'e 'Walk, Dllnmark
. Hill, 'S:E.- .
'.
"'I':.t 'rave ~ perfectly revelled in this book. "Strangers and Pilgrims"
indeed, . as far as this poor world was concerned; nevertheless, they were
"heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ." The savour, the
~weetness, the mellowness and love-bedewings we were privileged to
·(;xperience over this book, words fail to express: ,Ye can only add,
Hiay others enjoy thi~ preciolis volume as we ha,e enjoyed i, and to
J ehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, shall be all the praise and
glory.
.

InqJi.ration of the Scrip.tuns. '!i- Lecture by PHILIP .REl-XOLDS, Pastor
of Providence Baptist Chapel,. Highbury, London, K. London:
, RQt>ert Banks and .So~.
;WelL.does the' author say-'t Our safeguard is a strong
faith in the plenary inspiration of the Bible. . . -;-. If a problem has
10. be; solved, and, the Scriptures say one .j;hing, and our creed another,
~-our deed must be altered.
Let us never tone down the Bible to
:Square with our creed, but bring our 'creed 1.!p .to the Bible. This
Jblessed Book contains the real Word of God. Let it sway our lives
.oJ.' dwelling richly in our hearts."
EX0ELLENT.!

. EARTH AND ·HEAVEN:.~This mixture of sorrow'and joy here (Ez~a iii.
.1 i-;'1,,3) is a representation of this world. Some are bathing ill rivers
·(If joy, while others are drowned in floods of tears. In heaven. all are
singing, and none sighing; in hell all are weeping and wailiIig,.and
none rejoicing; but here on earth we can scarcely discern the shouts
of joy from the noise of the weeping. Let us learn to "rejoice with
them that do rejoice'," and "weep with them that weep"; and ourselves
to "rejoice as though we rejoiced n.ot, and weep as though we ;~P.t
not." -H.enry.
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