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'SALVATION-WHAT AND WHENCE IS IT? NOT THE
CREATURE AND HIS FALSE WORSHIP, BUT
CHRIST AND HIS FINISHED WORK.
IF we mistake not, the times in which the prophet Elijah lived and
laboured, in some particulars especially, were very like our own.
In spite of the cautions and admonitions which from time to time
had been given, and about which Israel had been so forewarned
from age to age, a wide-spread idolatry prevailed. In direct
hostility to the sovereign rule and authority of the Most High,
the worshippers of Baal were many, and the influence of the
false priests most destructive. So numerous were they, in regard
to number, and so great their power, that even the Prophet concluded that he alone was ,left, and said he, "They seek my life, to
take it aW3.y." Of necessity, in proportion as idolatry prevailed,
the worship of the true God was neglected, and the people lapsed
into the unrestrained practices of sins and abominations, having no
fear of God before their eyes. Yea, their condition was rightly
portrayed by the Apostle, where he speaks of those who "have
no hope [that is, Gospel, well-grounded hope], and without God in
the world." What could more forcibly bespeak the hapless state
of the people at this time than the fact that whilst, as the
Prophet put it, they halted between two opinions as to which
was God, the living and true God, or Baal, the decision was to
be in favour of the God that answered by fire, in regard to the
burnt sacrifioes? What could more fully prove the low state and
condition into which the people had fallen than their rendering
suoh a test as this necessary? Moreover, be it remembered that
the people were dwellers in the very lands where so great
,deliverances had been wrought all behalf of their forefathers, and
that those deliverances were of much more recent date than at a
later period.
Probably, no greater proof could be given of the very rapid and
re

130

The Gospel Magaz£ne.

so destructive progress of evil than that presented under the then
present circumstances of Israel. Contemplate the facts, reader,
that within a century of the people being in this hapless state
of idolatry, and living in such a condition of heathenism and
spiritual darkness, David, the Psalmist and sweet singer of Israel,
had lived, and, both by type and testimony, had so foretold of
the coming Messiah. He was succeeded by SoIOl;non, one chief
feature of whose reign was the building and dedication of the
temple in which J ehovah was so devoutly recognized and solemnly
appealed to. But see, alas! how soon and how wide-spread became the course of evil. Although nominally consulting the old
men, at his father's death, as to the future government of the
kingdom, Solomon's son, Rehoboam, forsook their counsel, and
followed that of the young men that were grown up with him.
The consequence was a revolt. Led by Jeroboam, Israel rebelled
against the house of David; and such was the conduct and example of their leader, that it was ever afterwards identified with
his name. Hence, as a most exceptional case, in regard to
description of character, as given in the Word of God, with the
name of Jeroboam we always read, "who made Israel to sin.'"
What an appendage to a name! How perpetual the reproach!
Moreover, how painfully striking the force of example! How
speedy and how destructive the course of evil! Who could have supposed that Israel could so soon and so rapidly have degenerated?
Who could have imagined that in such a comparatively short
time Israel-yea, even so long and highly-favoured Israel-would
be found" halting between two opinions," as to whether Baul or
the Lord God of their fathers was God? Ah! see "'hat CR.me
of Jeroboam's making calves of gold, and, in his worldly policy,
and with a view of diverting the people from the true worship, and
retaining their homage and adherence to himself, setting them up
in Bethel and in Dan.
And, reader, have we nothing to compare with conduct of this
sort, both upon the part -of the preachers and the people? Alas!
alas! we have much-very much-in sad unison. What has
followed the seed-sowing and the sad example set by the Tractarian party in Oxford, the NEWMANS, the PUSEYS, the MAXNINGS,
and such like? What but the thousands of self-styled but Satanled priests who, copying the example and practices of the accursed
Antichrist, are setting up their idols in church after church, town
after town, and city after city, until the whole kingdom is well-nigh
leavened with an idolatry, the ultimate destruction of which is as
plainly pronounced in the sacred Word as possible? And to these
mock Christs and creature idols the people are bowing down
almost, if not altogether, as much as in Elijah's day. Prompted by
their hapless leaders-these mock worshippers-these idolatersthese wolves in sheep's clothing-thousands and tens of thousands
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-yea, well-nigh the whole community-are being carried down
the stream of time to' an inevitable destruction, unless a Divine Arm
mercifully interposes, and stops their fatal course.
Moreover, we contend that, in certain most marked particulars,
the idolatry of the present day is even more flagrant and blameable
than in times past. In the sacred Word, as woll as in the page s
of subsequent history, we have abundant evidence of the hap_less results that followed the idolatry of a by-gone period. The fore
teilings of tJ1e Word of the living God have been confirmed, no
merely in regard to idolatry, but in numberless other respect s
Hence the additional claims of that Word to the regard and
adherence of men in general. Furthermore, facts appertaining to
the present times are most clearly foreEhown in the Word of God.
Hence that Word receives additional confirmation, and renders the
part played by assumed and pretentious so-called priests the more
reprehensible. But for that judicial blindness which has fallen
upon them, they would stagger at, and recoil from, the doom that
awaits them, so clearly foreshown in Holy Scripture.
When we contemplate the fact that, within the period of some
three hundred years, so many" loved not their lives uuto the
death," but voluntarily surrendered those lives, rather than conform
to the idolatrous practices sought to be forced upou them, the
downward career of men of the present day is so much the more
marked. What renders the present aspect of Ohristendom, i!1
general, the more lamentable is, that "the people love to have It
so."
Under the influence of an appeal to the senses, by means
of music and painting, and the indulgence of those pleasures and
pursuits in which .the world revels, people, as a rule, are satisfied
to go on as they are. The cry of "Peace! peace! " where God has
never spoken peace, is congenial and acceptable, the more so as
there is no urgent cry upon the part of their professed teachers
and leaders to "come out from the world, and be separate, and
to touch not the unclean thing."
Of the vain teachings and the soul-deceptive, so-called worship
of these times, well might it be said, in the language of OHARLOTTE
ELLlOTT"I need no other priest
Than one High Priest above;
His intercession ne'er has ceased
Since first I knew His love:
Through that my faith shall never fail,
E'en when I pass through death's dark vale.
"I need no human ear
In which to pour my prayer;
My great High Priest is ever near;
On Him I cast my care:
To Him, Him only, I confess
Who can alone absolve and bless.
K 2
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"I need no works by me
Wrought with laborious care,
To form a meritorious plea,
The bliss of heaven to share:
Christ's finished work, through boundless grace,
Has there secured my dwelling-place.
"I need no priestly Mass,
No purgatorial fires,
My soul to anneal, my gunt to efface,
When this brief life expires:
Christ died my endless life to win;
His blood has cleansed me from all sin."

Be it remembered how natural a thing is idolatry to the fallen
condition of mankind. It pleased the divine Oreator from the
beginning to implant in every human breast a monitor which we
commonly call conscience. That conscience, as long as it is heeded,
and before it becomes seared as with a hot iron, gives the "yes"
or the "no" to the proposals of good or evil in regard to this
suggestion or that act. The origin, then, and the after-progress
of idolatry can be accounted for upon the ground that man, aware
of having sinned, sought to appease conscience, or to meet the wrong
he had done, by some act of his own. Instead of falling guilty
before God, and pleading for forgiveness upon the simple ground
of mm'cy, he seeks to amend his condition and lessen retribution
by creature effort. Hence, he sets some object or other as an idol,
and that idol he worships. This, as a consequence, adds immensely
to his already guilty and undone condition, inasmuch as, by his
effort to worship some other object, he virtually ignores and sets
aside that Almighty One in whom" he lives, and moves, and has
his being."
Now, throughout the heathen world, the natural conscience is
sought to be appeased, in its dictates and remonstrances, by the
worship of some one or other of the numberless idols they have
invented.
In spite of the fact that the people of Oanaan were to be dispossessed on account of their idolatry, and that Israel were to
take their place, mark, reader, how soon they fell into the very
sin on account of which the Oanaanites were to be destroyed.
What stronger evidence of the desperately fallen state and condition
of man can we have than in the circumstances in which we find
Israel, at the very foot of that mount in regard to the scenes
connected with which we hear even Moses say, "I exceedingly
fear and quake"? Oontemplate Jehovah coming down upon the
mount in all His terrible majesty.
Let us turn to the chapter, and refresh our minds with the
dread scenes then and there enacted. "Moses went up unto
God, and the Lord called unto him out of the mountain, saying,
Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children
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of Israel: Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and
how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto Myself "
(Exod. xix. 3, 4). Specially notice, dear reader, the solemnity
of this appeal, and based upon all the facts with which Israel
had so recently been the personal eye-witnesses. There had
been such an immensity to distinguish between the Egyptians
and themselves, and that prior to the so complete destruction
of the former. Moreover, this appeal or· reminder was so immediately fellowed by such a gracious promise and blessed
assurance. "Now, therefore," said Jehovah, "if ye will obey My
voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar
treasure unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine:
and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy
nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the
children of Israel" (Exod. xix. 5, 6). Mark the way in which
Israel responded to this so condescending and gracious a pledge"All the people answered together, and said, All that the Lord
hath spoken we will do." Ah! see, reader, man's false estimate
of his own strength, and corresponding ignorance of his own utter
helplessne8s as well as guiltiness.
Now, mark another proof of divine consideration-" And the
Lord said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud,
that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee for
ever." Could anything be more kind or condescending upon the
part of the Most High? His face could not be seen-no, not even
by Moses-but He would cause His voice to be heard. Then
there was to be a pause after the Lord had thuB declared His
purpose and made known His divine intentions to Israel. Meanwhile, preparations were to be made. They were to "wash their
clothes, and. be ready against the third day." Then mark-" for
the third day the Lord will come down in the sight of all the
people upon Mount Sinai." Observe what followed-" And it came
to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunders
and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice
of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was
in the camp trembled. And Moses brought forth the people out
of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether part
of the mount. And Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke,
because the Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof
ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked
greatly. And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and
waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by
a voice. And the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top
of the mount: and the Lord called Moses up to the top of the
mount; and Moses went up" (Exod. xix. 16-20). Notice," all
the people that' was in the camp trembled," and, as we learn from
the close of the chapter, Moses was commanded to descend from
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the mount and warn the people, lest they should intrude, or gaze,
and perish.
What could possibly bo more solemn or impressive? And yet,
in the face of these faots, what do we find? Turn, reader, to the
thirty-second chapter, and there see the awful evidence of the
wickedness of man, and the sad, sad proof of that leaning to
idolatry which is so congenial to our poor fallen condition. "And
when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the
mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said
unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for
this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt,
we wot not what is become of him. And Aaron said unto them,
Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of
your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. And
all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their
ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And he received them at
their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had
made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, 0 Israel,
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And when
Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To-morrow is a feast to the Lord. And they
rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and
brought peace offerings; and the people sat do\,'n to eat and to
drink, and rose up to play. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go,
get thee down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the
land of Egypt, have corrupt6d themselves" (Exod. xxxii. 1-7).
Reader, we quote the foregoing, as recorded in Holy Writ, with
the hope that it may be the more deeply embedded in our minds,
and en graven on our hearts, with a two-fold view. We want, on
the one hand, to show the marvellous patience, the. astounding
forbearance, the wondrous long-suffering, of our God; and, on the
other hand, to prove the state and condition of the oharacters with
whom He has ever had to do.
With respect to what took place upon the mount at the giving
of the law, the traducers of the Word and the opponents of divine
authority will ascribe this yielding, upon the part of J ehovah, to
weakness and the lack of adherence to His threats; but, if it be
weakness, it is, so to speak, the weakness of Omnipotence! In
other words, it is a marked and a most gracious display of that
sympathy, Fatherly consideration, and tender compassion which
the Lord God Almighty delights to exercise towards His poor
ever·erring, forgetful, and rebellious children. Without the special
infusion of divine strength, and the secret furnishing of the very
arguments with which they plied the Most High, neither Moses
nor Joshua could no more have taken the part they did, in pleading on behalf of Israel, than they could have removed the mountain upon which the Almighty came down to commune with His
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servant. Hence, so far from sitting in judgment upon J ehovah's
foregoing His threats, and complying with the intercessions of
Moses and Joshua, it ought gratefully to be regarded as a precious
proof and a most encouraging evidence of the tenderness and
<JOmpassion of His character. Instead of its, in the leastwise,
<londucing to censure or reproach, it should the rather lead poor
sinners to view it as a precious sign and token of the Fatherly
kindness and meroiful forbearance of God. The facts in immediate connection with the Lord's dealings with Israel, at the time
of their so gross departure from Him, and their setting up a
calf to worship, ought never to be lost sight of. It was the Lord.
Himself that made it known to Moses; and it was not until after
he had pleaded, and the Lord had pardoned, that Moses saw for
himself Israel's base departure and awful idolatry. In spite of
all that had transpired between the Lord and himself, when he
actually beheld the state of things that had been revealed to
him, his indignation and anger were such that he dashed
from his hand the two tables which the Lord had written, and
brake them beneath the mount. Now, in all probability, but
for the Lord having prepared him beforehand, suoh would have
been Moses' wrath, that he would not have pleaded on behalf
of Israel at all. This, therefore, places the goodness and mercy
Qf Jehovah in a more forcible light. It stands in such perfect
harmony with His whole character, in regard to whioh He again
and again expresses Himself in such terms as that "He would
not contend for ever, neither would He be always wroth, for the
-spirit would fail before Him, and the souls which He had made."
Again, He exclaims, "Is Ephraim My dear son? is he a pleasant
child? for sinoe I spake against him, I do earnestly remember
him still: therefore My bowels are troubled for him; I will surely
have mercy upon him, saith the Lord" (Jer. xxxi. 20). Again,
"How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee,
Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall I set
thee as Zeboim? Mine heart is turned within Me, My repentings are kindled together. I will not execute the fierceness of
Mine anger; I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God,
and not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee: and I will
not enter into the city" (Hosea xi. 8, 9).
How beautifully and how blessedly do such statements agree
with the declaration in the I03rd Psalm, that" like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For
He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust" (vel'.
13, 14). Well may the Prophet respond, "Who is a God like
unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He retaineth not His anger
for ever, because He delighteth in meroy. He will turn again, He
will have compassion upon us; He will subdue our iniquities;
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and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea"
(Micah vii. 18, 19).
Oh, if men were not so fe'l.rfully blinded, and if the human hefi.rt
were not so steeled and hardened by sin and transgression, how
different would be their estimate of the loving charaoter and
gracious dealing's of' Him of whom it is emphatically deolared,
" GOD IS LOVE"!

To return onoe again to our subject, we would add that we
write as we do, not with the faintest idea of making light of sin,
or lessening the enormity of transgression. By no means. God
forbid that we should attempt so to do. Our aim is, to set forth
the matchless meroy and the rioh aboundings of love, and kindness,
and compassion upon the part of Him who, in the fulness of time,
"came to seek and to save that which was lost." And, if He
exercised such meroy and forbearanoe under the law, and ere yet
its claims were met, and its commands obeyed, by the great LawFulfiller, how much more shall that grace and mercy shine under
the Calvary-shout of the dying Surety, Substitute, and Sacrifice,
"It is finished!"
Oh, how intensely anxious are we that poor sinners should see
this, that so, instead of "going about to establish their own
righteousness" by any fleshly efforts, they should be brought,
by grace divine and by a Soriptural insight into the nature
and fulness of redemption in and by the Person of Jesus,
to "submit themselves," as the Apostle says, "to the righteousness of God, for [blessed be His name 1] Ohrist is the end of
the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth"; and the poor
sinner that thus reoeives Ohrist, and thankfully falls in with His
mode of resoue and deliverance from all the dire oonsequences of sin
and transgression, more delights J ehovah, and more magnifies His
purposes and plan of salvation, than he could possibly do by any
efforts of his own, even could those efforts entail a whole lifetime
of self· sacrifice, creature-prostration, and the utter rejection of the
very semblance of fleshly pleasure or gratifioation. Oh, no; suoh
efforts-such creature-observances-such free-will performances-are
only a virtual rejection of Ohrist, and the ignoring of His perfected and fully-accomplished work, and run directly counter to that
blessed testimony-" This is the work of God, that ye believe on
Him whom He hath sent."
Once more, in order that we may gain a fuller, clearer, and
still more blessed insight into the great and gracious charaoter of
our God, as bestowing-yea, delighting in-mercy, let us glance at
the chapter aforenamed, from which we have already quoted.
"And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy
people [mark the 'thy people '], which thou broughtest [observe
this] out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: they
have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded
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them: they have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped!
it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, 0
Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And!
the Lord said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold,.
it is a 8tiff-necked people: now therefore let Me alone, that My
wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them:
and I will make of thee a great nation" (Exod. xxxii. 7--10).
Now observe, dear rean.er, the wondrous grace vouchsafed to
Moses in bQth the terms and strength of his appeal, for most
clear and certain it is that, without the power thus given, and
the grace imparted, no such pleading could possibly have been put
forth upon the part of Moses. He plied J ehovah with His own
grace, and argued with Him upon the warrant of His own pleas,
as sovereignly and graciously infused.
"And Moses besought the Lord his God, and said, Lord, why
doth Thy wrath wax hot against Thy people [mark the 'Thy
people,' reader]; which Thou [' Thou,' not' I '-it was Thy doings,
Lord, not mine-' which Thou '] hast brought forth out of the land
of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand? Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did He
bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume
them from the face of the earth? Turn from Thy fierce wrath,
and repent of this evil against Thy people. Remember Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, Thy servants, to whom Thou swarest by Thine
own Self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the
stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I
give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever" (Exod.
xxxii. 11-13).
Oh, what pleadings! What arguments! How intense these
importunities! And how based upon the dignity, the veracity,
the covenant faithfulness of J ehovah ! How in unison and perfect
harmony wiJh Joshua's after-plea-" And what wilt Thou do unto
Thy great name?" (Joshua vii. 9.)
"And the Lord repented of the evil which He thought to do unto
His people" (Exod. xxxii. 14).
Now, reader, if, in that early day, and long ere the covenant
engagements of Jesus had been fulfilled, in regard to His redemption-work, Moses, as a pleader, was heard, how much more shall his
Antitype, as our great and glorious Surety, 8ubstitute, Daysman,
and Representative, be heard and heeded, as our Advocate,
Forerunner, and Intercessor, before the throne! His work is
accomplished; the debt is paid; the deeds are cancelled; the handwriting which was against us is blotted out. "He hath wrought
out and brought in everlasting righteousness, which is unto all
and upon all them that believe."
Testifying of the fulness and freeness of salvation, well did. the
immortal TOPLADY sing-
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"From whence this fear and unbelief?
Hath not the Father put to grief
His spotless Son for me?
And will the righteous Judge of men
Condemn me for that debt of sin
Which, Lord, was charged on Thee?
"' Complete atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmost brthing paid
Whate'er Thy people owed;
Nor can His wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness,
And sprinkled with Thy blood.
"If my discharge Thou hast procured,

And freely in my room endmed
The whole of wrath divine,
Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Smety's hand,
And then again at mine.
"Tmn, then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great High Priest
Have bought thy lib8rty;
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since Jesus died for thee."
St. Luke's, Beclminsfer.

THE EDITOR.

THE EDITOR'S SEVENTY-:~nNTH BIRTHDAY.
IF spared till the eighth day of the present month, we shall have completed our seventy-ninth, and reached the eve of our four-score year t
We are the more amazed in. the contemplation when we take into
consideration the fact that, as a boy, we were delicate in health. An
attack of scarlet fever it was thought would end our days, as it had
that of a sister,' a year or two older than ourselves. After-years,
moreover, found us at times in such poor health that we, as
well as, others, thought that consumption would terminate our earthly
career ere yet we had hardly passed our teens! The seqnel, however, has proved the truth of the sacred "IVord, "Your thoughts are
not My thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord."
But we are amazed as we contemplate the fact that, amid all the
changing scenes of this ever-varying life, we have been permitted to
attain to such an age. Little did we ever anticipate it, but quite the
contrary.
In the retrospect, we can but be most forcibly reminded of the
answer of the patriarch Jacob to Pharaoh's inquiry, "How old art
thou 7" "Few and evil have the days of the life of thy servant been."
As far as memory serves, we never felt that to the same extent as we
do now. This feeling becomes the deeper the longer we live, and
correspondingly the patience, forbearance, and long-suffering of our
God - stand out the more prominently. To us does indeed belong
shame and confusion of face, for we have been most unprofitable
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servants. We say this in all godly sincerity and truth; and we are
thankful to be able to fall back upon the Psalmist's words, "Not unto
us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy
mercy and for Thy truth's sake."
In years gone by we did, as we anticipated the future, imaginebut facts have proved most vainly-that we should reach a period in
life when we should overcome this and that evil, and obtain the
mastery over many things which, at the time, were a sore burden and
a weighty cross; but ah! we have lived to prove the utter fallacy of
such expectations.
Trials may have varied and temptations also
changed; nevertheless, it has only been one giving place to another. It
has in very deed been the merely being emptied from vessel to vessel.
Nor has any attainment, or any changed circumstances, ever found us
to have acquired a position in which the Psalmist's exhortation, "I
am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me," failed in its
appropriateness. No; instead of being less applicable to our condition,
the every variation in our position only renders it the more so. The
advance of years, and the nearer our approach to "the house appointed
for all living," the more earnestly do we exclaim, with the immortal
TOPLADY-

" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing" ;
and what we most ardently desire is, that we may with greater fervour
and a more unmoved confidence be able to add" Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offerings to bring.
" The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do;
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view."

"PARTED FOR A SEASON."
SUGGESTED BY A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY'S CHURCH, HORNE,
SURREY, BY THE REV. C. H. HAMILTON.
"Perhaps he was theref(J1'e paded from thee fo?' cc season, that thou shouldest
hccve hi?n fO?' evel'."-PHILEMON 15 (R.V.).

" PARTED for a season"Why should I repine?
We shall be united
By a Hand divine.

" Parted for a season"Yes, but we shall stand
Evermore together
In the better land.

"Parted for a season"Parted from some loved ones,
After life's long pain,
For a time unknownAfter earth's dark midnight,
Yes, but I shall" have" them
We shall meet again.
They will be my own.
Parted-not for ever;
When my work is doneWhen I see the MasterThen we shall be ·one.
ISA.
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THE FATHER'S HOUSE OUR HEAVENLY HOME.
"In My "Father's Muse are many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if 1 go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself that where
I am, there ye may be also."-JoHN xiv. 2, 3.
"For we know that If our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved,
we have a b1tilding of God, an house not 17wcle with hands, eternal in the
heavens."-2 CORINTHIANS v. 1.
LITTLE is told us about heaven in the Bible, simply because our finite
minds could not grasp "the glory that is to be revealed." Yet there
are some precious illustrations of it that are as faith glimmers to
cheer us in pressing onwards to the heavenly home. For instauce, it
is compared to a "garner," into which God will gather all His wellripened wheat, which He Himself has planted and matured, winnowed
and meetened, for His own glory. Who can portray the joy of Christ's
harvest ~ What a mercy we shall be there when He celebrates His
"harvest home"! Again, it is called "the kingdom of Christ," the
inheritance of His chosen people. What a mercy we are not of this
world, as Christ was not of the world, for "our citizenship is in
heaven." Again, it is described as the" heavenly country," where better
things will be found than can ever be found here. Further, it is said
to be God's dwelling-place, nor will He dwell there alone, for in the
Father's house are "many mansions," each prepared for a prepared
person. There are no "to lets" in heaven. Then it is described as
"the rest that remaineth for the people of God," the calm of which
nothing can disturb. It is also called the "paradise" of God, into
which the redeemed of the Lord shall be caught up, to be "for ever
with the Lord," freed for ever from any "thorn in the flesh," or
earthly tears and temptations. But, blessed as are all such illustrations,
it is not so much the place as the Person which is so joyous in anticipation. ChTist is heaven. He will be "All and in all" to us. This is
enough for the believing soul.
And, dear reader, have you not known what it is in choice moments
to get such a faith's view of the Lord of glory that, melted under His
love, and drawn into hallowed nearness in His presence, you have
felt, "This is heaven" ~ VV'e want but few figures to represent a place,
when we have the fulness of Christ in felt realization. "For the
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall
lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 17). Christ fills heaven. "Do not I
fill heaven and earth ~ saith the Lord." To be in Christ in felt
nearness is heaven below. To be with Christ is heaven above. " In
whose presence is fulness' of joy, and at whose right hand are pleasures
for evermore."
One has said, "Heaven is worth dying for, though earth is not
worth living for." Gain a foretaste of that celestial joy that awaits us,
and how beggarly, vain, and empty will the things of time appear!
J'
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Why can you not join happily in the world's amusements, friend ~
My answer methinks is yours-Because I have tasted the joys of the
presence of Christ within, and earth and its pleasures have no longer
any place in my heart.
But while, as we have mentioned, there seems to be little, comparatively, said about heaven in the Word, we have been struck with this
thought, which we have never seen nor heard advanced, namely, that
the transfiguration of Christ brings us, in faith's view, very near to
heaven.
Let us 10,ok together, beloved, at this point. "After six days," we
are told, "Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and
bringeth them into an high mountain apart." Luke tells us, "to pray."
We will refer to this fact presently. "And as He prayed, the fashion
of His countenance was altered, and His raiment was white and glistening. And behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias, talking
with Him." Then answerHd Peter, in his zeal and folly, and said unto
Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; if Thou wilt, let us make
here three tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for
Elias. While he thus spake, there came a cloud and overshadowed
them, and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is My beloved
Son: hear Him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their
face, and were sore afraid; and Jesus came and touched them, and said,
Arise, and be not afraid. And when they had lifted up their eyes, they
saw no man save Jesus only." Do mark how Jesus entered upon all
His great works with prayer, which is at once a death-blow to that
specious error which men, and even ministers, dare to advance in this
day, that there is no use in prayer, and that God does not want your
prayers. It is false. It is a fatal error. God says, "I will be inquired
of by the house of Israel" to do this and the other for them. God is
a prayer-hearing and answering God. Christ's own testimony concerning
Saul of Taraus, when He changed his heart, was, " Behold, he prayeth!"
and our Lord prefaced, as we have said, all His works by prayer. In
the great work of His humiliation, in His passion, He went into the
garden of Gethsemane to pray; and here, when He is about to be
transformed, as Luke says, "in glory," He is found on His knees.
We need not fear to tread where the Master trod, and we cau well
afford, with His example before us, to treat with contempt the notions
and fancies of poor, weak.minded men. But this iu passing.
We have said, heaven is brought near us by the transfiguration, for see,
there were with Christ two eminent servants of God, Moses and Elias,
who had lived on earth years before. Now they appeared with Him in
glory. What a proof of the immortality of the soul-that" this mortal
shall put on immortality"-and what a death-blow to the annihilation
theory which men try to shelter themselves under, that after death
there is an end of us-nothing follows. Oh, fatal fallacy! Moses and
Elias were seen with Christ in glory; and were they the only two
inhabitants of the bright world ~ Far from it, for John looked through
a door into heaven, " and, 10, a Lamb stood on the Mount of Sion, and
with Him an hundred and forty and four thousand, having His Father's
name written on their foreheads," &c. The reality, then, of the heaven
of the redeemed is thus brought before us, together ~th the certainty
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of the immortality of the soul. See also prefigured the resurrection of
Christ and His people, the foretaste of that declaration, "He shall
raise our vile body, that it may be made like unto His glorious body."
But the point I would notice particularly is this-that the transfiguration exhibits the nearness and oneness which exist between the Church
in heaven and the Church on earth-the Church militant and the Church
triumphant. What an apparently thin veil! Here, upon one of the high
mountains of J udrea, was there suddenly a scene which brought heaven
down to earth, to the view of the little group of disciples, while they
hear a voice sounding out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved
Son: hear Him." Yes, this is our life-lesson, beloved-" heaT Him."
"HeaT Him"! This is at once text and sermon f1'om hea,ven. It is
from the mouth of the Eternal Father Himself, making His beloved
Son" All and in all." "Hear Him"! Wbat a lesson for preacher and
penman! And oh, dear reader, is not this what we want and sigh
for, to hear of Him through the ministry of the Word? But the socalled "shepherds" are not faithful in the proclamation of Him we
love, and the living children of God come away depressed and disheartened, and are driven much to the IVord in secret, for there they
get all about Him. I fear very much the" shepherds" alluded to are
not the called of God, but the called of men; hence the little we hear
of Him who is the Father's and the Church's" All and in all." Oh,
may heaven's text and heaven's All be ours to realize in lasting
abundance! He is the :Father's Beloved, the Church's Beloved. Yea,
poor sinners, say with us, "And my Beloved!"
And then we believe that the tmnsjigumtion of Christ, to which we
h~ve referred, was part of the plan and purpose of a covenant God,
to confirm the faith of the disciples in Chri~t as the true Messiah. It
was no wonder that their faith was often shattered in this matter.
,cc Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" was a common saying or
observation among them; and when they saw the lowly Nazarene
subject to poverty and privation-when they saw Him whom they
thought would come with great earthly power and pomp, to establish
an earthly kingdom, degraded and despised by men, "a Man of Sorrows,
and acquainted with grief"-is it to be wondered at that they had inward
misgivings as to whether He was the Messiah, or were they to look
for another? But Christ on the mount becoming transfigured "in
glory," was calculated to remove their doubts, and make them say,
" Yes, He is! Blessed be His name, He is the true Messiah!" And so
all along the lowly pilgrimage He would give proofs of His Godhead
power to strengthen their faith and cheer them in following Him
who had made them willing to do so in the day of His power.
And now, when He draws near to the end of that earthly career, and
is about to leave, again He graciously gives them, and all His people to
the end of time, words calculated to confirm and strengthen their
faith. Note them with us, dear reader-cc Let not your heart be troubled."
Precious words of assurance amidst the depressing things of time!
They seem to come to us as the memento of a Saviour's presence still.
" When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame
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kindle upon thee; for I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel,
thy Saviour." Precious covenant stays for tried ones!
"Let not YOU1' heart be troubled "-words which seem to come as the
whisperings of Jesus over the surging waves of deepened care, as the
voice of .love ringing over the fresh billows of anxiety, and as a
check to the uprising of doubts and fears. I wish we could take them
as every trial, in their varied forms, casts us down very low-" Let
not your heart be troubled." Why should it? There is really nothing
to fear,
And the two-fold ground of comfort and reassurance which He gives
us is very precious-His divine Pe1'son (tnd the p1'omise of heaven-" Let
not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in Me." Here
He asserts and establishes His co-equality and co-eternity with the
Father. "Believe in God, and Me also, for I am in the Father, and
the Father in Me. I and My Father are One in power, Person,
purpose-yea, in everything."
And then in the promise of heaven. He could well tell us an
about it, and all that was there, for He was only returning to the
glory which He had with the Father before the world was, therefore
could He tell of the fact that in His Father's house were "many
mansions." But it might be asked, "How could there be 'many
mansions' in one house 1" Oh, that one house is heaven itself-the
Father's home-and His family, Hi::; people, without a single exception, should have prepared for them a mansion therein. No longer
beggars, but princes, inheriting a throne of glory. And the Lord of
glory, having done all for them to prepare for each their heavenly
mansion, is doing all in them to prepare them to enter therein.
Do not let us quarrel with the means He takes to effect His divine
purpose. "I go," He says. Yes, but we follow. Not a straying
sheep shall be lost on the way. Not a grain of the precious wheat
shall fall to the ground.
I repeat, then, are not His words of promise and performance calculated to strengthen our faith 1 Oh, that it may be so, to our joy and
comfort! And, beloved, we need all the precious helps by the way the
Lord is pleased to give us to strengthen our faith. Things abound
which puzzle and perplex, and we oft have to drink of "the wine of
astonishment," but all is well and rightly weighed when we get with
Jesus, and realize our sinnership and His salvation.
And then, again, how our Lord's precious words of assurance seem
to convey to our thoughts that of fulness. Heaven full of" mansions,"
and all heaven's" mansions" full, all occupied, when He has completed
the number of His elect. Earthly things are so vain and empty-so
unsatisfactory and disappointing-but there will be no disappointment
in heaven. Christ will be satisfied in seeing the travail of His soul,
and we shall be satisfied in Him. What a mercy that, at the appointed
time, we shall wake up after His likeness and be satisfied!
"Oh, change-stupendous change!
There lies the soulless clod;
The sun eternal breaks.
The new immortal wakesWakes with his God."
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Yes, in full fruition, for "this mortal shall pnt on immortality." And
yet, for all this, when death comes, we are admitted, we believe, into
immediate bliss in the presence of Jesus. "Absent from the body,
present with the Lord."
And then, again, referring to the Father's house, our heavenly home,
towards which we are pressing in daily marches, the Apostle Paul contrasts it with" the earthly tabernacle."
He says, when" the earthly
house of our tabernacle is dissolved, we have a building of God, an house
not made with handa, eternal in the heavens." But ah! dear reader,
the "dissolvin~" of the earthly tabernacle is no light matter. It seems to
us, looking only at it in a natural point of view, to be sometimes hard
and cruel work, accompanied, as it ofttimes is, with so much pain and
suffering; and in some instances, the failure of functions is so apparent
and distressing that this poor body becomes only as a heavy log and
a maimed trunk. Yet, if the Lord's own, we mark that, when this is
the case, the rising to heLVenly things is more manifest than when
health and vigour are granted, even late on in life, so all is well. All
must be well with the Lord's ordering and purpose. But let it be
dissol ved in whatever way the Lord is pleased to dissolve it, we have
an abiding resting-place-a place where pain and suffering are unknown,
.and where all is peace-" an house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens." It is quite certain, too, that Paul was not among those
who were looking for a mate1'ial heaven. His home in view was made
without hands.
Oh, dear reader, I am one with him on this point! I have no
sympathy with the pretty poetic pictures we get of a goodly number of
fantastic maidens" sweeping through the gates of the New Jerusalem,"
-calculating upon golden streets and tesselated pavements. To my mind,
every Apocalyptic representation of heavenly things is but a symbol
-of spiritual realities. It will all be spiritual and eternal. It will be
"an house not made with hands." The Church militant is made up of
living stones, and the Church triumphant will be a spiritual house unto
the Lord.
Another thing worthy of note is, the emphatic way in which the Apostle
Paul contemplates and anticipates heavenly bliss. He says, "we know,"
.and "we have." "We know that, if the earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens." Surely, to say the least of it, some
declare this to be presumptuous. "None can with certainty say they shall
reach heaven." Well, for one, I must say, I do not care for such a
wavering and uncertain religion as this. I want, and, blessed be God,
can go with the Apostle, and in the sweet assurance of faith say, "I
know," and "I have." Indeed, to think otherwise would be Christ-dis-.
honouring, for He says, "If it were not so, I would have told you."
He has said it is so. "The mansion is prepared, and I am preparing you
for the mansion." I believe Him true to both His promise and pro-curing.
.
And such divine certainty is in keeping with the experimental testimony
of many other eminent saints of God. For instance, God's suffering
servant Job said, "For I know that mv Redeemer liveth, and that He
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth j and though after my
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skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God."
Precious assurance, amidst the storms and sufferings of this life!
Again, David says to the point, "Now I know that the Lord saveth
His anointed with the saving strength of His right hand." Solomon
also asserts, in the confidence of faith, "Yet surely I know that it
shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before Him."
Martha also said to the Lord Himself concerning her brother, "I know
that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day." vVho
taught thee of the resurrection, dear one, in the midst of cavillers
and unbelievers, and brought thee to such an hallowed assurance
concerning it? Surely it must have been the Spirit's teaching-and
blessed teaching too.
Then, further, the Apostle to whom we have referred says, "I know
whom I have believed, and am pe1'suaded [no doubt here] that He is
able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that
day" ; and as he nears his end, he says emphatically, "I have fought
a good fight; I have finished my course; I have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only,
but unto all them also that love His appearing." Such assurance cannot be gainsaid. Lord, bring us to it more and more-to the "I know,
and am persuaded," which honours Thee, and takes Thee at Thy word
And then, dear reader, another thing we know, and that is, we know
we are totally umv01·thy of such promised joy and peace,. therefore, when
we gain the heavenly mansion, we shall ascribe it all to sovereign grace
and mercy. To think that such a poor, undeserving creature will yet
be found among the ransomed above does bring us to tears and
melting of heart. Oh, to love Him more who has paved the way to the
heavenly home for us, and declared, "vVhere I am, there ye shall be also."
Lord, strengthen our assurance in Thine assurance, and let us live on,
cheered by the prospflct of certain glory with Thee, when this earthly
tabernacle is dissolved. Hundreds and thousands have entered before
us. We follow in their tread; and with Thyself and ourselves there
will be no disappointment. for" He is faithful who has promised."
But another thought, beloved, together. We have referred to hoW'
little, comparatively, is said of heaven in the Word; but here is a
blessed fact, namely, that the saved and redeemed of the Lord on earth
are brought into feeling union with God and with heaven.
This is brought before us in a very striking way by the esteemed
authoress of "Nothing to Pay," with whom it has been my privilege
during the past year to hold sweet and personal intercourse. In one
of her choice little books she tells us of a medical man, evidently a
Christian man, gently announcing to a patient that there was little or
no hope of her recovery, adding, "What are your thoughts about
another world?" "Oh, I hope I shall go to heaven," was her cheerful
reply. A pause ensued, when the question was put, "Do you think
you would like it, if you go there?" The answer was, "'VeIl, no, I
don't think I should like it." *" There may be few that are honest
• We have been wont for years to testify that this is one of the most solemn
aspects of the case. If there be not that taste and relish for divine IlIinq8 which
L
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enough to say t.his, but it is the secret of all who, destitute of divine
grace, contemplate a heavenly home with God and His people.
And then the writer adds that which is so blessedly true, and to
our point. "In regeneration the elect receive a new nature which is
described in Scripture-a divine nature, and which puts the individual
so blessed into feeling union with God and with heaven. However small
the light, and however indistinct the views either of self or of Christ,
there is a (hawing heavenward."
Come, dear reader, this is blessedly your case and mine, is it not ~
We may be' often cloudy, cast down, hedged up, careworn, but, blessed
be God, in spite of all there is a drawing heavenward.
Referring to the inspiration of the Scriptures and the reality of divine
truth, there is one thing, to my mind, far more conclusive than all the
arguments of learned men, namely, the argument of the death-bed,
when the precious Word becomes the only utterances of the dying saint,
and their support in the dark valley. Is it all a delusion ~ Indeed not.
It is reality of realities-all is reality. ",,\That, at such a time, has the
dying sceptic to comfort him ~ I would not be in his position for ten
thonsand worlds.
How often, too, in the spirit of worldly indifference to the things of
God, we hear the expression, "Oh, never say die!" If they had such
a lovely view of my precious Redeemer as I gained in the silent hours
of last night, it would not be their language. "Have not I rE'membered
Thee, 0 Lord, on my bed, and thought upon Thee while I was
waking ~"
As one who is drawing near to the eternal home writes to us this
morning, "My sight is gradually getting worse, though I still write
I know not how. What could I do without the promises of my faithful
God ~ And how sweet the assurance brought home-He chastens those
He loves! I know.it is in love. I needed all, and sometimes can say
I would not be without the affiiction. 'Only,' my cry is, (only be with
me! Leave me not to myself, neither forsake me!' I cannot but
see and kno>" His loving hand in providence working so tenderly for
me hitherto, and I desire to le&ve the future; only may He manifest
Himself more and more as my own precious Lord and Saviour, so that
all fear may be removed. And surely we would rejoice in the hope of
the glory of God-that blessed hope, the anchor of the soul. Truly it
is only a spiritual sight that enters into that which is within the veil,
where is our Beloved-He who says, (Abide in Me, and I in you,
and ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.'''
Dear reader, do we not mark this point in our dear friend's position,
namely, the natural sight failing, but the spiritual sight increasing as
the heavenly home is nearing 1
That passage in the experience of Saul of Tarsus is a puzzle to
some, but no difficulty to the enlightened child of God-" And Saul
arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man;
is an essential and distinguishing feature of regeneration, or the new birth,
sickness, decay of nature, or death, will never impart it. Meetness for heaven,
llnd the foretaste of its enjoyment, are the issues, effects, results of divine life,
and this sovereignly implanted by the Holy Ghost, when He effectually calls by
gracc.-ED.
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but they led him by the hand, and brought him to Damascus, and he
was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink." " When
his eyes were opened, he saw no man"! "'Why," they say, "that is just
the time when he would see all men!"
Ah! beloved, plain enough to us, is it not ~ He saw spiritually; he
was blinded naturally. So it is. Oh, what a mercy if with any of us
the natural sight is growing dim, but the spiritual sig!lt increasing!
Such blindness cannot shut out Christ. Nay, I have marked this
with many-that the blind children of God are the most blessed with
spiritual nearness to, and the revelation of, a precious Christ. Perhaps
it is that the world is shut out from their natural view and they
shut in more with Christ; or more possibly it is that the Lord, in
divine sympathy and love, has special blessings for His blind ones.
This is just like Himself.
Dear friends, when it comes to the last, as the shadows darken
around our dying bed, may it be light within, and we gain the fulfilment of the promise, " At even-time it shall be light." Remember, the
dark portal of death leads to the bright and beautiful revelation of a
Saviour's presence in glory.
But we must once more lay down the pen. God be praised if we
are laying up heavenly store. The writer's favourite occupation is the
daily weighing oj the Scriptures of t1'uth, and it is by such means we
become riper and riper for the heavenly kingdom.
Precious Jesus, give Thy beloved ones an insight into truth till we
gain the insight of Thyself, and behold Thee above.
" On Thee, deal' Lord, our hope depends
To lead us on t.o Thine abode,
Assured our home will make amends
For all our toil while on the road."
Thus mercifully grant, 0 Lord, that we which know Thee by faith
may, after this life, have the fruition of Thy glorious Godhead, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Burton-on-Trent.

-

G. C.
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THE BIRD AND ITS LESSOR.
A

PASSING

storm had stripped the

trees,
The branches all looked bare;
One tiny leaf alone remained;
I saw it fluttering there.
And presently a little bird
Close down beside it flew;
It chirped away, and seemed to say,
•. A song I'll sing for you."
A moment more, the bird, the leaf,

Together from one spray
Had vanished both-the little bird

Had borne the leaf away.

Immediately the thought was given......
Thus shall the Christian die;
His Lord a messenger will send
To bear him up on high.
While gently carried to the skies,
Heaven's music he will hear;
Jesus will speak in tones of love" Beloved, I am near.
"Thy Saviour's image thou shalt bear,
And in His glory shine;
Fear not; His kingdom thou sba;t
share;
I know thee-thou art Mine."
AUNT Lucy.
L

~
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FAMILY SECRETS.
(Continued from page 102.)

Now, what things are they which are revealed by the Spirit of God

to the members of the family ~ The following are some of them.
First, I believe, He reveals the soul's lost and ruined state. I set up
no standard' beyond this. "Sin's guilt and filth i3 known and felt,"
as J OSEPH HART says. " Judgment is laid to the line, and righteousness
to the plummet," in such a way in the conscience as that the soul is
made to feel itself a vile transgressor, and the cry goes out of the
heart, "Vvoe is me, for I am undone!"
Well, matters do not stop here. In due time the Spirit reveals Jesus
as "the Way, the Truth, and the Life," and raises up a hope in the
soul in His mercy. Pleas like this are presented before Him-" Remember me, 0 Lord, with the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people ~
oh, visit me with Thy salvation!"
"Show me some token, Lord, for
" My supplication, Lord, is thisgood;
That all my sins may be subSome token of Thy special love ;
dued;
Show me that I am born of God,
That all Thy precious promises
And that my treasure is above.
May be to me, and for my good.
"Oh, seal my pardon to my soul,
And then proclaim my peace with Thee;
Thus make my wounded conscience whole,
And that will be for good to me."

).

The Holy Ghost reveals the sinner's emptiness, and the Saviour's
fulness; the sinner's weakness, and Christ's ability to save; the sinner's
nakedness, and Christ's glorious righteousness; the sinner's foolishness,
and Christ's wisdom; the sinner's waywardness, and the Good Shepherd's
kindness, manifested in restoring. As the Psalmist says, "He restoreth
my soul; He leadeth me in the paths of righteuusness for His name's
sake."
Nat only does the Spirit reveal the Saviour's Personal excellencies,
but He makes known His glorious offiCCr-characters as the Prophet,
Priest, King, Substitute, Husband, Intercessor-yea, in a word, as the
"All and in all " in the work of salvation. The blessed truths, promises,
declarations, invitations, and precepts of the Word are revealed in some
measure to the soul, and joy, peace, hope, love, filial fear, and a reposing
upon the Lord, are felt occasionally within. At these seasons the soul
sometimes sings"'While Jesus in love my affection engages,
Wiith softest emotions my soul does o'erflow;
This sweet consolation each trouble assuages,
He'll ne'er cease to love me; oh, never; oh, no l
"I cling to His cross-bere I see my salvation;
'Tis finished, complete, I'm redeemed from all woe;
I read and rejoice-tbere's no condemnation
To those in Christ Jesus-ob, ne,er; oh, no!
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.. Since Christ is my Head, this with joy I remember,
His body, to which with affection I glow,
Ahhough I'm the most insignificant mdmber,
Can't be full without me-oh, never; oh, 110!"
Who can enjoy any soul melting in connection with the things of
God, except as they are revealed by the Holy Spirit ~ None. Hence,
dear reader, if you and I know feelingly anything of divine bedewi~gs,
of sweet soul-humblings and upliftings, it prov!)s us to be of the famIly,
for these are some of the family secrets, and blessed secrets they are,
too.
Some time ago-I think it is some two months since-I had a very
gracious and cheering time of it on the Lord's Day, down at Hull. I
took for my text the words, "The secret of the Lord is with them
,that fear Him, and He will show them His covenant" (Psa. xxv. 14);
and here is the entry from my preaching note-book, written after I
,returned home :"I have not had, for some considerable' time, two more precious
-speaking seasons in one day than upon this occasion. In the morning,
I felt so wretchedly dry, empty, and unprofitable that it seemed little
short of presumption on my part to stand up and try to preach the
Gospel. I expected that I should find it a barren opportunity, but oh,
how graciously did the Lord surprise me! As I spoke of 'the secret of
the Lord,' my heart was most sweetly and blessedly warmed with the
different points touched upon. My soul was truly humbled under a
sense of God's favour, in revealing the secrets of His love to me. At
the evening serviccl, I was most unexpectedly led into the fear of the
Lord, and its effects upon the c0nduct of His dear children. So much
was this the case, that I found I could not go any further with the
subject than my second division. I told the people it would take me
a,t least half an hour to only briefly look at the two remaining divisions,
and that, as I could not think of detaining them so long beyond the
-time, I might, perhaps, finish the text when I came again, to fulfil my
next engagement."
Oh, for such truly blessed seasons more frequently! Lord, grant that
the "bread cast upon the waters may be found after lllany days,' and
"More f!'equent let such visits be,
Or let them longer last;
I can do nothing without Thee;
Make haste, 0 God, make haste!"
Such contrasts as the foregoing presents, demonstrate most clea:rly
and unmistakably that the power by which an experimental acqualllt
ance with the things of God is rE'alized is not of the creature, but of
the Lord. Hence the writer's determination, through divine grace, to
abide by that old landmark, "Not by might, nor by power, but by My
Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." Every breathing after Jesus, every
desire for His manifest presence, every longing look on the part of a
poor soul, every sip of those" streams which make glad the city, of God,"
every season of sweet access at the throne of mercy, every drop of
Gospel dew upon the heart, every prayer answered, every pr0ID:ise
realized, every ray of light felt within, every season of soul-commumOll
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either with the Lord or His people, every operation of faith under the
power of the blessed Spirit, every exercise of hope in the blood and
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, and every outgoing and upgoing
of love towards Him, proves beyond the least doubt that he or she who
is the subject of them is a member of the family, and acquainted with
its secrets. Blessed fact! Lord, grant both writer and reader more
frequently to realize the truth of it, under the power of Thy Spirit.
There is yet another family secret to be noticed-a secret which the
members of the family are ridiculed for believing-a secret set at nought
greatly in th-e present day by thousands of professors of the name of
Christ, but which is joyfuily received and treasured by the real family.
The secret in question is found most largtly set forth in the sixth
chapter of the Gospel by John. I will call the secret there alluded to,
Christ's sacred humanity as the food of His children's faith. The people
sought Him, not because they saw the miracles He wrought, and believed
them to be evidences of His Godhead, but because they "did eat of the
loaves, and were filled" (ver. 26). Seeing their efforts were all put forth
for no better end than the obtaining natural supplies, the Lord said
unto them, "Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of Man shall
give unto you: for Him hath God the Father sealed" (ver. 27). Their
answer plainly shows that they did not understand what Christ meant,
for they said, "What shall we do, that we might work the works of
God ~" and again, "Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is
written, He gave them food from heaven to eat." Then Jesus replied,
saying, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that breac.
from heaven; but My Father giveth you the true Bread from heaven.
For the Bread of God is He which cometh down from heaven, and
giveth life unto the world." Again it is very evident they did not now
comprehend the Lord's meaning, for they said, "Lord, evermore give
us this bread." The Saviour speaks once more, and says, "I am the
Bread of Life; he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that
believeth on Me shall never thirst. But I said unto you, That ye
also have seen Me, and believe not. All that the Father giveth Me
shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast
out." It is further adderl, " The Jews then murmured at Him, because
He said, I am the Bread which came down from heaven. And they
said, Is not this Jesus, the son of J oseph, whose father and mother we
know ~ how is it then that He saith, I came down from heaven ~" A
family secret was wrapped up here, which none but those spoken of in
the next words are made acquainted with. "Jesus therefore answerecl
and said unto thpm, Murmur not among yourselves. No man can come
to Me" (as" the Bread of Life "), "except the Father which hath sent Me
draw him; and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the
prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man, therefore,
that hath heard, aud hath learned of the Father, cometh unto Me.
I am the B1'ead o} Life. . . . I am the living Bread which came down
from heaven: if any man eat of this Bread, he shall live for ever; and
the Bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for the life of
the world."
The declaration of these blessed family secrets provoked strife and
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contempt in the bosom of the Jews, and they said, "How can this
Man give us His flesh to eat ~ " "How indeed ~" says carnal reason.
"Such a thing is preposterous. None but religious fanatics would believe
such a thing." Thousands of professors are as much in the dark, as it
respects thjs blessed family secret-Christ's sacred humanity, as the
food of His children's faith-as ever the Jews of old were.
But listen to what is further said on the point. "Then Jesus said
unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son
of Man, and dTink His blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth My
flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life: and I will raise him up
at the last day. For My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink
indeed. He that eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, dwelleth in
Me, and I in him."
Need we wonder at what is said, dear reader, in the sixty-sixth
verse-" From that time many of His disciples went back, and walked
no more with Him" ~ It is no cause for wonder to those who have
been let into the secret we are speaking of. See, though, how different
the feelings and conduct of those who had been taught of the Holy
Ghost. "Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away ~
Then Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom shall we go ~ Thou
hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that Thou
art that Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus answered them, Have
not I chosen you tu;elve, and one of you is CL devil? He spake of
Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray
Him, being one of the twelve."
Oh, how my soul sometimes trembles at what is here said! Here is
Judas-with the disciples, of the disciples. so far as being numbered
with them goes- chosp,n by the Lord Himself to accomplish His
sovereign purpose-and yet (solemn consideration 1) he is a devil, and
will do only the devil's work, and shall at the last betray the dear
Redeemer into the hands of His murderers, and then go to his own
place-drop into hell! But his conduct proved that he was out of the
secret-not nally of, though professedly belonging to, the family; and
he knew no more, by experience, of Christ's sacred humanity as the food
of His children's faith, than the devil himself.
But oh, dear Lord Jesus, do not I know, by sweet experience,
something of the family secret in question ~ Have I not, at times,
eaten by precious faith Thy flesh, and drank Thy blood ~ And have
I not, at such sacred seasons, said, with all the powers of my poor
soul" Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels to Thee are gaudy toys,
And gold is sordid dust" P
Yes, yes, indeed I have, or I am most awfully deceived!
(To be continued.)

THERE can be no true appreciation of God
through grace.

III

providence, but
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SOLOMON ENTHRONED.
"Solomon sitteth on the thTone of the kingdom."-l KINGS i. 46.
IN writing a few thoughts on this verse, we might dwell, and doubtless
with profit, on the past history of the Jewish nation, and place on
record much of the historic glory of Solomon's reign; but this has been
done by others, and if we want the facts of history, we may obtain
them from many learned Jewish writers, and also from the Vi'ord of
God. But" a Greater than Solomon is here," and just because it is
so, and Jesus Christ is the delight of the child of God-to him, "the
Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely "-therefore we will
at once say that a spiritual interpretation took possession of our mind
on glancing at the text, and this, to us, precious spiritual meaning we
leave with you.
Solomon, we know, is a type of Jesus, and therefore behind his name
we read not indistinctly the name of Christ; and in the person of the
great Jewish monarch we see" Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the
Jews. '
Are we not right, dear reader 1 Do you not see Him too ~ And, as
you read the sacred page that tells of his wisdom, excelling all other
knowledge-the love of Jehovah that was fixed on him, and brought
him to the kingdom-the prosperity of the whole nation under his
sceptre-do you not see most clearly the precious Christ, the anointed
One of God, who is made to His beloved and chosen people" wisdom
and righteousness, sanctification and redemption" 1
The kingdam, too, speaks to us of better and greater things than the
extent of Palestine over which the son of David reigned. The Church
of the living God is here. The chosen people of J ehovah, loved by
Him from all eternity, these are the subjects of Jesus, the elect of
God out of every kindred, and tongue, and people. These are they
who form His kingdom, and own Him Lord. How wide the extent of
territory over which the Church of God's chosen ones is scattered!
How great the number when they shall at last be gathered, who
shall "crown Him Lord of all"! Yes, Jesus reigns over an elect
people. Jesus knows all those by name that have been given Him
by the Father. Jesus never, for one momellt, forgets the purchase of
His blood. We recall His words, so true and faithful-" All that the
Father hath given Me shall come unto Me, and him that cometh unto
Me I will in no wise cast out." How few can see the kingdom thus!
If you and I, dear reader, know anything of God's plan of saving
sinners-if we are not ashamed of the title He bestows of "chosen,
and called, and faithful "-we may rejoice indeed, for blessed are the
eyes that see these things, and the ears that hear them, and rejoice
in the joyful sound.
Jesus reigns over a people" made willing in the day of His power."
We read, "This people have I formed for Myself; they shall show
forth My praise."
Our verse, however, short as it is, speaks not only of the king
and the kingdom, but also of his throne. "Solomon sitteth on the
throne of the kingdom." What can this be but the heart of His child ~
Head-knowledge is very valuable in its place. We can hardly over-
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estimate the worth of a clear intellect. It is well to have the head
and mind· stored with the precious teachings of our Father's 'Vord
(would to God it were better known and read than it is), but the
IwaTt is the throne of Jesus. He ever takes the highest place in the
affections of His people, and by the love He has placed in our hearts
to Him, we have the best proof that we are born from above. A child
of J ehovab, redeemed by Jesus, is no sooner quickened into spiritual
life by God the Holy Spirit, than he is ever full of love to his Heavenly
Father. Is it not so 'I We know well an affirmative will be the
answer, ev-en, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that
I love Thee."
You have now, dear reader, in few words, the thoughts we trust the
Holy Spirit gave us as we read this verse. They are, you see, thoughts
of Jesus and His people. Oh, may He enable us to understand something of the blessedness of feeling that He reigneth in our hearts,
here in a sin-stained world; and soon-how very soon to some of us ! may we see Him in that land where "the inhabitant shall not say,
I am sick; and the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their
iniquity."
TITUS

E.

LAURIE.

Belccastle RectoTy, Bmmpton, CumbeTland.

NOTES OF' A

SERMON,

PR£i;ACHED IN ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, TUNBRIDGE WELLS,
EVENING, SEPTEMBER 22ND, 1889, BY THE REV. T.
VICAR.

ON SUNDAY
W. WESTON,

" Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy poweT."-PsAL11 ex. 3.
THIS is the blessed experience of all the recipients of sovereign grace.
You who have been made partakers of grace know the truth of
these words. Before the day of God's power you were unwilling to be
subject to Him, or to do His will, or turn to Him; but when He put
forth His mighty power in your souls, your unwillingness was removed.
A mighty power constrained you to look to Him, and to call upon Him,
and that power is through His own love shed abroad in the hearts of
His people by the Holy Ghost given unto them. There is no willingness in man to have anything to do with God till He implants it.
"The carnal mind is enmity against Him." This the Psalmist knew,
therefore he was led to write these words, "Thy people shalt be willing
in the day of Thy power."
We will now consider three things1. Look at God's people as He descTibes them.

2. Notice His power wOTking in them.
3. Speak of the "day" of God's pou·el'.
1. Goel's description of His people.-Vo you think I am going to draw a
favourable picture of them ~ Let us hear what God says-" My people
would not hearken to My voice; and Israel would none of Me " (Psa.
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lxxxi. 11). Again, God says to a Prophet, "Hear, 0 heavens, and give
ear, 0 earth: for the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled against Me. The ox knoweth his
owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, My
people doth not consider" (Isa. i. 2, 3).
We have another description of them in the prophecy of Jeremiah.
There God says, "My people have committed two evils; they have
forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, and have hewed them
out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water" (chap. ii. 13).
"My people have forsaken Me." Surely this cannot be true! God
says so, dear friends, and we know the charge; is true, for we do
forsake Him again and again. Then He says, "My people have forgotten Me days without number" (vel'. 32). Ah! we know "God is
not in all our thoughts." Indeed, are there not some days when God
is not in any of our thoughts 1 Earthly things come in; many things
divert the mind; and we forget Him who has been so gracious unto
us. He never forgets us, though we do often forget Him. Oh, what
base ingratitude is ours!
Dear friends, it is a good thing to be told of our faults. We do not
like it; but it is a merGY when God tells us. Then we acknowledge
our offences before Him; then we mourn over them, and desire to
forsake our own evil wavs.
But He says worse about His people in this prophecy-" My people
is foolish; they have not known Me; they are sottish children, and
they have none understanding: they are wise to do evil, but to do
good they have no knowledge" (chap. iv. 22). Then, in Hosea xi. 7,
He says, "My people are bent to backsliding from Me."
This is
God's description of His own people.
Will you deny the charges 1
Ah! if we examine our own hearts-if we have a capability for such
examination, and can see in God's light-we shall have to acknowledge
that we are verily guilty. The time is come that judgment is to begin
at the house of God. We have not so much to judge those that are
without, but to look to ourselves. "Show My people their transgressions," is God's command to His ministers. Oh, if the Holy Ghost
convinces us of sin, we shall be sorry-we shall repent!
Then, again, God says, "My people hath been lost sheep." They
have erred and strayed from His, ways, and they would never return
but for God's sovereign, restoring grace. He goes after, and seeks them.
So the Psalmist, knowing his own inability to return, says, "I have gone
astray like a lost sheep: seek Thy servant."
As we look at this picture of ourselves, how much there is to humble
and lay us low! We have nothing to boast in, but everything to cause
us to be ashamed.
Then we have to notice2. God's power working in His people.-How often, since we were
renewed by divine grace, do we find ourselvers unwilling to serve God,
or to think upon His name! What a terrible disinclination there often
is to read His Word, and to draw near to Him in prayer ! We do it
sometimes merely as a cold duty, and I would say, Do not neglect
to do even that, for you never know when the Lord may meet with
you, and give the willing mind.
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But the child of God is not satisfied with duty-service. He knows
that that is not acceptable to God. He wants the power within. He
wants to be made willing in the day of the Lord's power. What is
this secret power which moves the soul from its sluggish carnality?
It is the power of the Holy Ghost.
How many are content to sit at home and read, instead of attending
the services of the Lord's house! I do not now speak of those in affliction, who, from illness or other causes, do not come to the sanctuary,
but of those who are in bondage to that unwillingness of which I spoke
before. The Lord has said He wiU be in the midst of His gathered
people j therefore, it is well to be stirred up, and led to remember His
promise.
I know myself what this unwillingness is, dear friends. I feel it as
well as you. There is a great deal of it about me. Oh, what cold
services are ours sometimes! It is natural unwillingness which produces
this. Where are our thoughts oftentimes, when we do come to the
house of prayer? This coldness and indifference must be removed for
us. You are prayerless. Can you make yourselves willing? Can you
put yourselves in a prayerful frame? You know you cannot, but out of
the depths of your heart you confess that it is the old fleshly nature
within which prevents you being and doing as you would. You mourn
over your hardness j you deplore your coldness j but you cannot remove
it. What can? Blessed be God, His power can, and does.
The Psalmist often speaks of God's power. He says, it "belongeth
unto God."
"God hath spoken once, twice have I heard this, that
power belongeth unto God." He knew there was none in man. We
know not upon what two occasions he heard this, but we know he had
learned something of the secret power of God working in the hearts
of His people. Oh, when the Holy Ghost, the blessed Spirit of God,
works within, away goes our coldness and indifference!
How often, when we arise in the morning, we seem willing to serve our
God. We think unon Hi, Word. We remember Him. Then temptation arises j cares a~d other things come in j coldness and deadness ensue.
These are the ups and downs of the Christian life. Often we are the
subjects of terrible conflict. We groan and mourn because we cannot
do the things that we would. What makes us unwilling? The flesh.
Paul knew it; he deplored it, and cried, "The good that I would, I
do not; the evil that I would not, that I do." He groaned, "0
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from this body of
death?" Then he remembers God's power, and adds, "I thank God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord."
Blessed be God, the new nature fights against the old. The Holy
Ghost wars against the flesh in us. He breaks the fetters; He frees the
captive; He gives the willingness which we cannot produce-" Thy
people shall be willing."
People often make mistakes, and think we are religious because we
profess to be so, and therefore, are compelled to be consistent on
accuunt of what others will think. No outward service will satisfy the
child of God. He does not his works to be seen of men. It is God
who" worketh in him to will and to do of His good pleasure."
Well, dear friends, we can only look to the mighty power of God.
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We find no help in self. The moment we look away from Him,
unwillingness comes in, therefore we have to beg of Him, "Take not
Thy Holy Spirit from me!" Then, when" made willing," what do we
do ~ We turn to God. We see this in the case of the un converted
man. Till" made willing," he will not turn to God. He may be
exhorted to give his heart to the Lord, but he cannot do it till divine
power works in him. It is only mocking sinners to tell them that they
can turn to God. It needs resurrection power. It needs the quickening
power of the Spirit to effect this in a man-to make him turn to God.
You may have a large amount of profession of religion, you may go
through all kinds of forms and ceremonies, and be only a Pharisee.
These are humbling truths, but truths that the one taught of God
eannot, will not, deny.
And then, after conversion, we need just the same power to remove
{)ur unwillingness, and then we gladly serve Him. Oh, it is a blessed
thing to be "made willing " to turn to God! Backsliders are thus
wrought upon, then they confess-" We have sinned, and done wickedly."
Do you not mourn when thus restored, dear friends, for baving
forsaken and rebelled against so kind, tender, and loving a Father ~
Then you return to Him. Do not some of you know what this is ~
And has He rejected you ~ Oh, no! He has received you with open
arms. He has said, "I will heal their backslidings: I will love them.
freely." Oh, how willingly then you seek His face, and receive His
smile! He forgives so freely, so fully! He covers all your sins with
the precious blood of His dear Son, and says, "Their sins and their
iniquities I will remember no more." Oh, what a grand truth-what
a precious word-is tbis! God forgets His people's sins. Then you
irejoice to sit at His feet; you gladly hear His \V ord; you bear HiS
yoke; you love Him, and obey His Gospel. Free from all servile fear,
you submit to His will-yea, more, you acquiesce in it; you are satisfied with it; you welcome it. It is only His mighty power that can
bring us to that. Submit we must, because God's will shall be done.
But where do we learn to acquiesce ~ Only at Gethsemane. There we
see the meek and lowly Lamb of God acquiescing in all His Father's
will, and saying, "Not My will, but Thine be done." Oh, how we
murmur when left to ourselves! Only His power makes us receive the
cross, and bow the shoulder to bear it.
This struggle goes on, and will do so, to the end of our lives. You
may be "made willing" to-day, but where are you to-morrow ~ As
long as we are in the body, natural unwillingness fights against the
willingness of the new man, and which shall prevail ~ Blessed be God,
we shall be "more than conquerors" over this and every foe, through
Him who hath loved us.
Some of us are getting near the end of our journey. As we think
of our unwillingness to do and suffer God's will, we are filled with
shame. Oh, how thankful we must ever be for those words-" Thy people
shall be willing in the day of Thy power"! We cry, "This God is our
God for ever and ever: He shall be our Guide even unto death."
Now we come to3. God's" day."-We have had a sad and melancholy description of
God's people, but we see that, in spite of all, they are His own dear
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children. He regards them as His jewels, and keeps them as the apple
of His eye. Vile as they are, foul as they are, rebellious as they are,
He will never give them up, nor cast them off. Chosen from all eternity?
loved with an everlasting love, they shall never be forsaken. What a
blessed, soul-cheering, sustaining truth is this! He loves them unto the
end. "He knoweth our frame, and remembers we are dust."
Then this day of His power is the day of His rejoicing over His
people. In the prophecy of Zephaniah, He speaks of rejoicing over
them with singing. " He rests in his lova': He views them as a f~thel.'
views his children. He looks down upon, He considers, He medItatesupon them, and "rests in His 10Ye," which was, and shall be ever,
fixed upon them in Christ.
Look at that beautiful account of the prodigal son. He had wandered
from his father's house, and" wasted his substance with riotous living" ;
but, when brought to his right mind, and made willing by that secret, inward power of the Holy Ghost, he says, "I will arise, and go to my
f&ther," &c. How did the father meet him 1· Does he repel 1 Does he
upbraid? Nay, he goes forth, he runs, he falls on his neck, kisses him,
clothes and feeds him. He rejoices over him with singing. This is how
God receives His backsliding, forgetful, wandering ones.
Oh, dear friends, have you ever considered God as such a Father ~
You have rebelled, you have wandered, you have gone back from Him;
but He is ever willing to receive. He ever welcomes His children
home.
Then we have another view of His rejoicing. "As a bridegroom
rejoices over the bride, so doth thy God rejoice over thee." She may
have gone away from Him; she has given her affections to other lovers;.
yet He receives and adorns her, pardons and rejoices over her.
Then, as a Shepherd, we see Him goiug after His straying one, as we
have it in that same blessed chapter, the fifteenth of Luke. He leaves the
ninety-nine in the wilderness, and goes after this one" until He find it."
He lays it on His shoulder, and returns rejoicing. Yea, all heaven breaks
out with joy, for" there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth." You see the Lord Jesus seeking a
straying one in that precious narrative of the woman of Samaria. "He
must needs go through Samaria" to seek out that lost sheep, for she
was one, chosen before all worlds, and given to Him by the F~t~er,
therefore she must be sought and found. As a Conqueror, He reJOIces·
over His spoils j as the Husbandman, He joys over His harvest. He
has long patience, and waits for it; and when all His sheaves are
gathered in, He is satisfied. As a Master, He joys over His household ;.
and as a Sovereign, over His subjects. In the day of His power He
makes them willing, and when this willingness takes possession of them~
He rejoices.
There may be one here to-night who has hitherto been unwilling.
One of His eternally-loved ones may have come in here, as we say, by
chance. Oh, may it be the day of God's power to that one, when He
will rejoice over the restoration of His lost sheep, and the return of
His prodigal child, for this truth holds good to all generations, "Thy
people shall be willing in the day of Thy power."
"And now unto God," &c. Amen.
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THE LUMINOUS TEXT.
I HAVE a text hanging in my room·-" I will never leave thee." It is
executed with luminous paint, and consequently shines out in the
darkness all night. Those words, "I will never leave thee," constantly
gleam out in the gloom, with their cheering assurance, as well as in the
sunshine and daylight.
But there is a noteworthy fact about this. If it should be hung in
a dark corner, upon which the light could not fall, it would not shine
at night. It drinks in, or absorbs, the light of the sun, to give it out
again in the darkness. It is only luminous from acquired stored light.
So my text teaches an important lesson besides the beautiful assurance
of its wording. We, dear reader, as children of God, must receive and
drink in the rays from the Sun of Righteousness, ere we can convey
His messages to the dark world. We cannot shine by any light in
ourselves. It is all His-the reflection of His glory. Oh, how we
should seek, then, to walk in the light!
It is very remarkable how almost every attribute of Christ is shared,
so to speak, or shadowed forth by His people. vVe rarely consider our
responsibilities in this matter. May the Comforter, who dwells within
each believer, teach us and enable us indeed to receive much; and,
having received, to give it out again, so that, in the darkness around,
we may "shine as lights" (Phil. ii. 15).
About twelve years ago, I spent three months in the lovely Isle of
Wight, and had many walks and talks with a beloved friend whose
memory is always dear to me. The night before I left, she put into
my hand a paper, on which she had herself copied some favourite lines.
The refrain of each verse on one page was"So we must shine,
You in your small corner,
And I in mine."
vVe said" good-bye" that evening, each hoping to meet again the folyear; but ere six months had passed away, she was called hence
to the land of everlasting light, so she shines now, not in a "small
<lorner," but amidst the brightness of shadowless glory, with Him who is
Himself the Light. I shall never forget the incident, and I look upon
the words with reverence, traced by the fingers of one so near home;
and to each reader I would say, Let us shine, however small or
,obscure our corner may be. Light will shine out a long way. Freely
we have received-oh, how freely words cannot express I-freely, then,
let us give.
Soon there will be no dark corners. It will be all light-everlasting
light-when we behold "the Light of the world" face to face, and are
<' changed into the same image from glory to glory."
Let us be ourselves each one a luminous text, so to speak. Having,
by the power of the Holy Spirit, imbibed love, and patience, and holiness,
and light, give it out again, so shall we be "living epistles" too, "known
and read of all men," and thus bring glory to the dear Saviour who has,
in the fulness of His own deep love, given us the glory which His
Father gave Him (.Tohn xvii. 22).
. NETTlE.
~owing
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FRAGMENTS GATHERED UP.
THE subjoined are a few of the fragments found in the handwriting of
the late Mrs. FILE. Our l'eaders, we doubt not, have a lively recollection of the interesting history of the departed, as it appeared in this
Magazine from time to time. She was a wondrous example of what
the Lord can do with the weakest, the feeblest, the apparently most
unlikely to grapple with the difficulties and dangers of daily life,
especially such as she was called to encounter, as a lone widow, in a
foreign land, and in the midst of a terrible war. Her fortitude, under
the circumstances, was marvellous, and her whole career stands out as
a noble proof of what our God can do, and shows to a demonstration
indeed that "there is nothing too hard for the Lord," and how He
can "perfect His strength" in the midst of human weakness and
creature prostration.
Although personally unknown, we cannot but contemplate the character
of the departed Mrs. FILE as a striking instance of the blending of
meekness and simplicity with fixedness of purpose and the tenderest
affection.
We doubt not the reader will, with ourselves, admire the terms in
which her daughter-in-law thus speaks of the departed:" We all thank you very much for the piece you have put in your
valuable GOSPEL MAGAZINE. How sweetly it came to us all! We received
your kind, sympathizing letter previous to the funeral. When at the grave
I could not help thinking of you, as you kindly said you would be with
us in spirit. The dear Lord mercifully supported us all through this
sad, sad bereavement and loss. The day before the funeral, this sweet
passage came so comforting to me-' Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of His saints,' and we know our dearest mother was His
saint. Not one murmur did escape her lips during the whole of her
sufferings. 'When in severe pain she would say, 'I shall not have one
pain too many. What are my sufferings compared to Ohrist's ~' She
would so often repeat, 'Beautiful! Beautiful! This is the end of my
faith.' It was indeed a privilege to be with her,
" Oh, our mother-how we miss her
Feeling hearts alone can tell;
We have lost her-heaven has found herJesus has done all things well.
" We have indeed lost one of the best-the dearest earthly friend and
l)raying mother. May the dear Lord, in His infinite mercy, prepare
each one of us, and enable us to follow Him as she did here below,
that, at the last, we may all meet in glory, singing 'Victory, victory,
through the blood of the Lamb!'
"Pardon my long letter, and believe me,
"Yours very gratefully,
"M. DAY."
Korember 10th, 1884.-" By grace an ye saved, through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God." Oontemplations on the
meaning of "grace." 'We are told that it is the unmerited favour of God
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towards lost sinners. What is that favour of God 1 It is, as I am
given to understand, the true knowledge of the Gospel plan of salvation"
"Faith is the substance of things hoped for," so "grace" must be the
substance of the things of Christ, as they are revealed to us by the
Holy Spirit. When we speak of the law, we know it is the substance
of the commandments.
This view of grace has been so clearly portrayed to my mind this
morning, and, as the blessed Spirit will enable me, I will pen down
my reflections. I firmly believe that many are exercised on one subject
at the same time, and one is enabled to write on it which helps the
others. What lifts I have received by the way in reading some explanation of a text in the Gospel Standard which has puzzled me for years!
Perfectly unable to define "grace" by my own puny judgment, I desire
to leave the subject entirely to the direction of the Holy Spirit, and
pray that He may give me thoughts, and words to express them, worthy
of the subject.
To confirm my belief in the asertion that "grace" is the substance of
the knowledge of the way of salvation, I will put down some texts as
they present themselves to my mind. "We believe that, through the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be saved" (Acts xv. 11); "For
by grace are ye saved " (Eph. ii. 8), and many like passages. And in
concluding prayer, we always ask that" the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ" may be with us.
Now, "the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ" must be the knowledge
of Him which is given us of God. We are taught that the promise
which was given to Abraham, four hundred and thirty years before the
law came, was fulfilled in Christ-that Christ was with God from the
foundation of the world-that He is equal with God the Father, and
that, on account of transgression, He condescended to take upon
Himself the character of sinful man, and came down on earth as a
mere Infant, helpless, and depending upon earthly parents for nursing
and protection-that He submitted even to the dictates of His parentsthat His divine nature was concealed from the natural mind-that He
"endured every contradiction of sinners against Himself," and the cruel
death of the cross; shed His precious blood that He might "make
atonement for the sins of many "-that He was buried, and "rose again,
and ascended into heaven."
November 30th, 1884.-Being "in the Spirit on the Lord's Day," I feel
this morning full of love to God the Father for having drawn me to
Christ; full of love to God the Son for having cleansed me from my
sins by His precious shed blood; full of love to God the Holy Spirit
for having revealed the grace of the glorious Gospel of Christ to me,
and enabled me, by faith, to receive the free gift of salvation. How
can we describe the fulness of joy which we experience in these refreshing seasons 1 They are perfectly indescribable. All the delights which
we have experienced in the flesh-all the love which has possessed us
towards our fellow-creatures in our natural state-will not bear comparison with this joy in the Lord. It is far, far beyond our finite conceptions. It is the secret which is only revealed to the renewed mind.
It is like a precious jewel which we want to show to others, but we
cannot except by the power of the Holy Spirit, for unless the heart is
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prepared by Him, the Gospel truths cannot penetrate. They are foolishfless to the natural mind, and cannot be understood. What can we
say to these things-some left in darkness, while others are brought to
the light ~ "Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be
brought _forth, both sons and daughters: behold, they shall come forth
unto yori, and ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be
-comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem,
even concerning all that I have brought upon it. And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings: and ye shall know
that I hav~ not done without cause all that I have done in it, saith
the Lord God" (Ezek. xiv. 22, 23 ). We must be still, and say, "The
Lord's will be done."
December 13th, 1885.-The nineteenth Psalm was beautifully applied to
my soul this morning. "The heavens declare the glory of God; and
the firmament showeth His handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech,
.and night unto night showeth knowledge." The thought was given
me that, if inanimate things can show forth the glory of God, andutter speech by their obedience to His laws, how much more ought
man to do so, to whom God has imparted such wonderful knowledge
and conceptions ~ Bnt, alas! how silent we are ! We may observe tbe
Bun, moon, and stars, but how seldom do we, like David, consider them
as being the work of God's fingers! Think of man, whom God has
made" a little lower than the angels," and crowned him with glory and
honour, and has given him dominion over all the work of His hands.
Oh, how we slight our high privileges! There is. no nation-no speech
nor language-where the heavens do not show forth the glory of God.
How much more ought we to do so ~ We may join with David in
asking, "What is man, that God is mindful of him 1" Though God
hath made him the noblest of His created beings, yet how often he is,
by his repeated inconsistencies, the most degraded!
All things appear to magnify the Lord continually but man. The little
birds sing, the animal kingdom is all activity, and every living thing
seems continually to show forth the praises of God more than man.
He often goes forth to his daily employment with an unthankful heart-{)ften, by evil practices, even trying to destroy the health and faculties
which God hath so graciously given him, by yielding to the influence
of strong drink, and worldly and carnal pleasures and dissipations, until
his mind is gone, and he has no hope, and lives without God or the
knowledge of Him. Ob, vile, vile man! What need has he for repentance ! May God, in His infinite mercy, look down upon us, and
change our hard and stony hearts into hearts of flesh!
About the 14th 01' 15th of July, 1886.-1 was reminded of this beautiful
text-l'Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil; for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they
comfort me" (Psa. xxiii. 4). The" rod" and "staff" were presented
to me so plainly. The" rod" seemed to extend through the whole
width of the valley, and to represent the promises; and the" staff"
represents faith. "Thou art with me" proves the presence of the
Lord; and for the line or "rod" of promises, I was led to select the
following-" I will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on
Me, because he trusteth in Me." "As I was with Moses, so I will be
]\1
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with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee" (Joshua i. 5).
"When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and
'through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee" (Isa. xliii. 2). "I, the
Lord thy God, will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not;
I will help thee" (Isa. xli. 13). "I will strengthen thee; yea, I will
help t1;lee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10). "My presence shall go with thee, and I will
give thee rest" (Exod. J!:xxiii. 14). "In ail thy ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct thy paths" (Prov. iii. 6).
The valley ef death must be a shadow that passeth away under the
influence of faith in these precious promises. It is indeed a "rod" of
promises; and when attended by the" staff" of faith and the presence
of Ohrist, why need we dread passing through the valley, especially
with the anticipation of receiving the joyful welcome, "Well done,
good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord" ~
(To be continued.)

PRAYER AND ITS ANSWER.
As stated in my little work, "An Old Pastor's Testimony," my attention had been called to a case in which the sympathies were strongly
aroused. It was one where trial most suddenly befell a child of God,
whose position was one where, of necessity, he was a great and a continuous dependant upon the good providence of God. The case was a
most complicated one, in which I felt that the Lord, and the Lorel
alone, could appear. The creature was powerless. Of it it might well
be said, "Vain is the help of man." Nevertheless, although creature
appearances seemed so hopeless, I felt a strong conviction that the Lord
would appear, and that in a marked and gracious way. After an interYal,
therefore, of some weeks, how rejoiced I was to find that the troubled
one had been delivered from his so complicated a position in a most
remarkable way. I could but mentally exclaim, "This is the Lord's
doings, and it is marvellous in mine eyes." I never remember to have
met the person in question but once, and that only in the most passing
and merely temporary way. Still, the few words which passed between
us-and that many months before-were sufficient to awaken a special
and prayerful interest on his behalf, when I heard of the trouble that had
so suddenly and unexpectedly come upon him. And when deliverance
was wrought, I felt so grateful to the instrument whom the Lord so
mercifully employed for helping His poor tried servant. This day, in
a most unexpected way, I was introduced to the gentleman in question,
and availed myself of the opportunity of persunally thanking him for
what he had done. It afforded me, moreover, no little satisfaction t<>
hear the terms in which he spoke of him whom he had befriended. He
testified in the highest possible terms of the integrity of one who had
previously been placed in such a trying position, as to truthfulness and
integrity. I could but thank God for this fresh proof of the truth of
His Word, "The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the
evil and the good" ; and again, "When a, man's ways please the Lord,
He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him." How true, like-
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wise, is His Word, "He shall bring forth thy righteousness as the
light, and thy judgment as the noon-day." Oh, what ample ground
have the Lord's dear children for trusting Him, and that under circum.
stances in which both the wisdom and strength of the creature so
completely fail-when all things appear to conspire together for the
injury, if not for the absolute destruction, of His poor, affrighted, manbeset, and Satan-worried ones. It is then, when flesh and heart so
entirely fail, that the Lord, in His own time, and in His own special
way, takes the case in hand, and so blessedly proves that the same God
who delivered Mordecai at such a crisis, and put both the spleen and
the scheme of the creature to confusion, can and does ratify the testimony"Just in the last distressing bour
Our God displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."
Hence we may well say"Ye fearful saints, fresh cOluage take;
The clouds ve so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.
"Blind unbelief is sm'e to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain." •

D. A. D.
THE RELIGIONS OF AN AUSTRALIAN OOLONY.
THE colony of Victoria seems to be remarkably rich in diverse religions.
According to the elaborate Statistical Registel' just issued by the Oolonial
Government, there flre 150 different sccts and denominations in a
population of a million, not to mention persons "unspecified," or of
"no religion," or who objected to state their religious belief. The list
is a curious one, and it seems to show that there is a good religious,
anti-religious, and irreligious zeal in Australia. It includes some forty
Protestant sects, besides the Episcopalians, the Presbyterians, and the
Methodists, about two hundred thousand Roman Oatholics, and a few members of the Greek Church. There are four Sandemanians, seven Second
Adventists, one representative of the Sankeyites, the Robinsonians, the
Huguenots, the Waldenses, the Reformed Ohurch of Holland, the
Millerites, the Walkerites, the Borrowites, and the Memnonites. Among
those who do not belong to any recognized religious community are
PaD.theists, Theosophists, "Saved Sinners," and Humanitarians. One
gentleman and his wife returned themselves as "Silent Admirers,"
another couple are Fatalists, four other persons call themselves" Students
of Philosophy," and six people candidly and succinctly described their
religion in the census papers as "£ s. d."
IF you have had a call from God, the weapons of hostility will be
knocked out of your hands.
M2
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THE MINISTRY.·
To A DEAR YOUNG FRIEND, UPON THE EVE OF HIS ORDINATION.
(Continued frcm page 98.)

I SPEAK it .to the praise of my long-suffering and most patient and
ever-adorable Lord, notwithstanding all my numberless exercises in
regard to pulpit-work, I never remember to have been left, as it were,
to myself b;lt in one solitary instance, during the whole course of my
ministry, extending, as you know, to three-and-forty years. I was
asked, somewhat unexpectedly, to preach in a strange church to a
fashionable congregation. 'IVhen about to enter the pulpit, a thought
was suggested-" Don't be too particular to-night. Deal more in generals
than in the special. In other words, keep back the unpalatable doctrine,
or that which would give offence. Seek to interest and please." These
were my last thoughts when about to stand before the people. Instead
of the "Get thee behind me, Satan!" there was the evident giving
heed to the suggestion, for, having spoken in the most cramped and
laboured way for a quarter of an hour or so, I was compelled abruptly
to close, and that with a shamefacedness and a heartfelt reproach that
I have never forgotten. On the contrary, when, in ministering to a
strange congregation, and enabled to keep in view the sacred injunction,
"Speak My words unto them," oh, how different has been the result!
In conversation with a very elderly minister, upon one occasion, I
was struck with his remark about the entire absence of any comfort or
satisfaction whilst ministering. His testimony took me very much by
surprise, the more so because I knew how indefatigably he laboured as
a preacher, and that when verging upon four-score years. At length
I accounted for it upon the ground that he had uniformly been
connected with a highly intellectual congregation j and, as fr.r as I could
judge, from what I myself heard, had sought to minister to the intellect
rather than to the heart and conscience. Do not imagine by this remark
that I am indifferent as to the language adopted in the pulpit, or that
I could sanction the coarse, not to say the vulgar-far from it j but
what I advocate is, plainness and simplicity. Let a man be natural,
not feigned, affected, or part-playing. One I knew would have been
an excellent preacher had he adhered to his natural voice, and not
assumed that of another, which was by no means equal to his own.
With respect to ~he act of preaching itself, do not make your own
personal comfort a leading feature in your ministrations. For years after
my ordination I did this, until, on one occasion, I asked a dear friend
(the late Professor DANIEL FOLEY) whether he did so 1 His reply was
in the negative. He requested, he said, that he might be able to deliver
his Master's message faithfully, regardless of himself. I saw the force
of his remark, which seemed to present itself to my mind in this
simple way. Were you entertaining a few friends at dinner, in the
act of carving, would you reserve the best part of the joint for yourself 1 On the contrary, would you not seek to forget yourself in supplying them, and would not your real pleasure and satisfaction consist
in seeing them enjoy that which you sought to set before them 1 Now,
in consequence of dear FOLEY'S reply to my inquiry, I sought to apply
it to the preaching j and I state, to the glory of my dear Lord and
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Master, I have had a hundred-fold more comfort since in ministering
than I had previously. My practice since has been to ask the Lord to
give me, as far as self is concerned, clearness, calmness, and courage; at
other times, I ask for fearlessness, faithfulness, and affection. As to
the prayer on behalf of the people, it is generally based upon the subject suggested by the hymn before the sermon. To offer a long prayer
before preaching I think is unnecessary, as those offered in the desk
are very comprehensive. I speak upon the principle that the aim of
the minister should be to "pray the prayers." To read them in a
lifeless, listless way is most objectionable. When thus read (or rather,
prayed over), the long prayer in the pulpit I consider is superfluous,
especially when there is a marked similarity from week to week, and
Sabbath to Sabbath. I knew a minister once who used greatly to
rail against the Church prayers, and yet, to my certain knowledge,
he used identically the same prayer in the pulpit week after week,
month after month, year after yt>ar. How absurd, therefore, were his
objections! Moreover, I have heard the Church prayers quoted repeatedly, in prayer, by Nonconformist ministers. Whilst touching upon
the subject of prayer, I would advise the avoidance ot long prayers in
the household, as well as elsewhere. The shortest and most comprehensive prayer I think I ever heard offered was by that champion of
truth, the late Rev. VVILLIAlI1 PARKS, of Manchester. I have seen so
much of the evil of lengthy prayers in families, as well as in public,
that I scrupu10usly abstltin from them, believing that there is very little
real prayer in such practice. I always limited our Saturday night prayermeetings to an hour; the Monday morning meetings to halt-an-hour. I
once asked a City Missionary to engage upon one of the Saturday night
meetings. He occupied exactly nineteen minutes, or all but a third of
the whole time! Prayer (so-called) being once offered in a certain
family circle, a stranger whispered to the person kneeling next him,
"Has he nearly done ~ " "Has he got to the Jews yet ~" was the significant answer, at once betraying the utter indifference to what the
party was professedly engaged in. I used to think a dear friend of
mine made a great mistake in offering a long running commentary at
the close of a Bible-reading, and then an equally long prayer, so that
it was eleven o'clock, or nearly so, before the meeting finally broke ur.
Moreover, how distasteful it is to the domestics to be called to such a
service after the labours of the day! I call it mockery, not devotion.
Such commonly begin their night's slumbers in the parlour or the
drawing-room, instead of their chambers.
In your parochial visits, dear Alfred, avoid length. The busy are
too much engaged, and the sick too weak and weary, to receive and
attend to a long visit. That parochial visitation is an all-important
matter, I would be the last to deny. It gives insight into character-familiarizes with facts-furnishes thought-renders a minister
more practical in his ministrations-but I think the great object should
be, to bring tne Word. 01 God. to bear upon tue case or cona.ition 01
the family, and to follow up with a few words of prayer,not always
upon the knees. 1 think a reverential standing, with uplifted head
and hand, is quite as acceptable as the mere formal bowing of the
knee. \
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THE ATTITUDE OF PRAYER. r
I think the attitude of standing in prayer is suggestive. There is too
much formality in so-called prayer. A very High Ohurchman, since
called to his· great account, once said to me that it was "necessary for
churches to be opened on the week-days, because there was no place
at home for the poor people to pray"; whereas the great object we
should have in view is, to be found at all times in the spirit of prayer.
Did you never hear of the meeting of ministers to discuss the subject
of prayer 1 The passage upon which they debated was, "Pray without
ceasing," or a similar portion. As they could not come to a satisfactory conclusion, they resolved to adjourn the debate, at which an
old and valued servant of the minister at whose house the meeting
was held was overheard to express her surprise, for she could see no
difficulty in the passage. In consequence of this remark, Mary was
called into the room, and asked by her old master what she thought of
the passage. Her reply was to the effect that she could see nothing
difficult about it. She thought it meant to lift up the heart to God,
or to pray anywhere and everywhere. She began, she said, of a morning, and went through the day thus praying. When she awoke, she
thanked God for His merciful care over her during the night,
and prayed that she might thus wake up from the sleep of death in
trespasses and sins; and she prayed, too, that she might at last wake
up from the sleep of the grave upon the morning of the resurrection.
When she washed, she prayed that she might be washed from her
iniquity in "the blood that cleanseth from all sin " ; when she dressed,
she prayed that she might be clothed in the Redeemer's righteousness
-the garment of salvation; when she lighted the fire, she prayed that
the fire of divine love might be enkindled in her heart, both to the
Lord Himself and to His people; when she swept the house, she prayed
that her soul might be cleansed and purified; when she sat down to her
meals, she prayed that she might eat of Ohrist, the Bread of Life, and
drink of Ohrist, the Water of Life; and thus her daily duties led to the
habit of prayer, or to the "praying without ceasing." The ministers
were so struck with the maid's exposition of the passage, that they
felt an adjourmr.ent was quite unnecessary. Poor Mary proved, in
this case, a most apt and profitable commentator.
Thus labour or occupation may be turned to truly spiritual and
profitable account, and at once, moreover, prove the fallacy of men and
women shutting themselves up in monasteries and nunneries, with the
view of true heartfelt and God-accepted devotion. What did the Lord
Himself say, in His memorable prayer to His Father, in regard to His
people 1 "I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world.
but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil." It is pride, under the
assumption of humility, that prompts to the professional withdrawal
from the world, as far as monks and nuns are concerned; and what,
alas! are the doings among them, under the garb of that pretentious
sanctity 1 Let the disclosures of Pastor OHINIQUY, and others well
versed in such accursed things, answer the question.
Be it remembered that lawful occupation is not the fruit of sin, as
many imagine. Man was never created for idleness. When the Lord
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God made man, He "put him into the garden to dress it and to keep
it." It was not until after he fell that " in the sweat of his face he was to
eat bread."
I have been a living witness, dear Alfred, for upwards of sixty years,
that, when occupied in lawful duties or pursuits, my mind has always
been most contemplative and spiritual. If I may call it prayer, I pray
best-that is, most simply, most sincerely, most earnestly, most definitely
and distinctively-when walking or working. As a rule, my heart is most
in tune when my hands are full. Hence, so far from its being necessary
to withdraw to this cloister, or that lonely retreat, under divine influence,
and the sweet operations of the Holy Ghost, as the Inditer of prayer,
the mother may pray in the midst of her household duties. How the poor
laundress, at the wash-tub, as she passes the material in hand through
the difterent waters, may turn to account the pleadings of David, in the
fifty-first Psalm-" Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin."
"Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash
me, and I shall be whiter than snow." The artizan may pray at the
bench, or the forge, or in whatever way his attention may be engaged.
How the potter may muse as he works, as we read in the eighteenth
()hapter of J eremiah-" Cannot I do with you as this potter 1 saith the
Lord." Again, consider the husbandman. How suggestive his employment! To what account, in a spiritual point of view, may he turn his
varied operations! In fact, where the heart is savingly wrought upon,
I believe there are few occupations which may not be turned to true
spiritual advantage j and, as I have said, the more active, the more
prayerful. The merchant in his counting-house, the clerk at his desk,
or the shopman at the counter, may both pray and work. A godly
banker, whom I was privileged to know (the late Mr. Sr.UTH, of
Nottingham), as he walked from Wilford House to the bank, of a
morning, would pray for the faith of Abraham, the wisdom of Solomon,
the patience of Job.
Thus, you see, occupation turned, under God, to spiritual and profitable
account. To such minds, labour is rest and entertainment-idleness,
weariness and toil..
, SUGGESTIONS AND ILLUSTRATIONS FOR PAROCHIAL VISITING.

Seek, therefore, in your parochial visits, to turn passing circumstances
to account. As already intimated, I think you will find it to your
advantage just to seize the moment when you have succeeded in arresting the attention and discovered what was uppermost in the mind.
After a few words of sympathy and counsel, suggest, just as you stand,
"Now, let us have a word or two of prayer. Remember," say you,
"that God has said, 'Call upon Me in the day of trouble, and I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.''' And then see,k simply to
look up and plainly to ask the Lord to bless the husband, the wife,
the children, and to bring before Him the pressing care, the special
wal~t, the foremost idea, in the previous conversation. This, under the
Spirit's power, may lead to the "walking and talking with God" j
aye, to that sweet and blessed result, the taking this trial, and the
other weight, care, and anxiety, to Jesus, and leaving it with Him.
eTo ne continued.)
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DEATH OF MR. NORTHOVER.
As far as ourselves and our readers are concerned, it is with
deep regret we announce the death of our lnved brother in Ohrist
and most valuable correspondent, the late Mr. G. A. NORTIIOVER.
In spite of his protracted and severe sufferings, we could but entertain the hope that he would still be at least partially restored.
and yet minister by his pen for the edification and comfort of
the people of God. Our hope in this respect was based upon the
fact that he had long been the subject of great delicacy, in
connection with severe attacks of illness, but that, notwithstanding, he had survived them all. Seeing, moreover, his great
aptitude in the use of the pen, and the clearness, fulness, and
rich spiritual tone of his testimony, we could but regard his afflictions as intended of God to furnish him with matter that should
instrumentally carry weight and power with what from time to
time he wrote. What he recorded came fresh and fresh from the
furnace! It was gold out of the fire! Hence the home-application and the sweet and savoury adaptation to the poor and needy,
the tempted and tried, of the Lord's dear family. Never could
one more truly say than our dear departed brother, "Thou hast
known my soul in adversity." Hence, "out of the abundance
of the heart the mouth spoke." We are sure that t1:e spiritua1lytaught and the sorely-tried and tempted of our readers will bear
us out in this testimony.
There was not one among our correspondents (dear GEORGE
OOWELL excepted) that could more readily-if so much so-enter
into the strange, the complicated, the mysterious paths in which
we are from time to time led, than our long-suffering but now
glorified brother. Hence we shall miss his personal sympathy
and cheering words not a little. A great blank is left in om
correspondence. May the Lord be pleased to raise up others to
take his place!
There was one special feature about our late dear friend and
brother's writing-it was the apt way in which he quoted from the
sweet songs of Zion. Next to the letter of the Word, it is good
to have the mind well stored with precious Gospel-hymns. These
instrument ally often set the heart in tune, and lead at least to
the mental singing of the" psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs."
With the mind thus pre-occupied, Satan is often foiled in his
approaches and various suggestions.
Upon the cover of the last Number of this Magazine we quoted
our dear brother's words as to what he then forwarded being
his last communication to these pages. So indeed it has proved.
His next and last letter, written, as will be seen, within a week
of his departure, reads as follows;-
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Lee, February 11th, 1890.
My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-This is the first attempt at writing j.
but, with an incessant cough, night and day, which wears me out, to take
away the phlegm, I have been in bed about six weeks.
But I find I cannot write more. Mrs. NORTHOVER is much the same
-no better.
Ah! my dear brother, I do not think the dear Lord intends me tobe here much longer, after such a night as last. I cannot eat nor get
any nourishment, as other people, on account of other troubles, therefore
have no strength to fall back upon.
I received the enclosed * a few days since, but I cannot take notice of
it, so send it on to you.
Our kindest and best Christian love. Forgive all errors.
Yours affectionately in Him,
GEORGE A. NORTHOVER.

The foregoing was followed by the annexed letter from his S0n:Lee, Feb1'ua1'Y 17th, 1890.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Just a line to tell you that my dear father
fell asleep in Jesus at half· past twelve this morning. His end was.
peace.
When I saw him last night for the last time alive, I asked him if
Satan had taken any advantage of his physical weakness to harass him,
and he replied, "No! No! I am at perfect peace-only waiting for the
Lord to take me to Himself."
Our grief is great, but we cannot but feel that our loss is his gain.
His favourite text was-" In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot
lie, promised before the world began." He has now entered upon that
life of which it was his delight to speak.
With our kindest regards, believe me,
Very sincerely yours,
ARTHUR GEO. NORTHOVER..
What a glorious close! How redounding to the praise and glory of
His grace by whom he was made" accepted in the Beloved"! Oh, how
great the mercy-how real the love-how distinguishing the favourhow boundless the grace-that thus. after all the fears, the disquietude,
the darkness, the doubts, the sinkings and the shrinkings, the archenemy should be kept at bay-his approaches forbidden-and the
dear sufferer and servant lying in sweet passiveness and serenity, waiting his Master's will and pleasure! Waiting! watching! willing! His.
practical testimony, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord! J>
His at least mental exclamation, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation."
"Praise waiteth for Thee, 0 God, in Zion; and unto Thee shall the
vow be performed." We bless, praise, magnify, and adore Thee for all
that Thou hast been to, and all that Thou hast done for, Thy servant
now before Thee in Thy more immediate presence.
Oh, be it ours, Lord, in Thine own time and in Thine own way, to
be partakers of the same bliss, sharers in the same mercy, that we,
too, in like manner, may, upon the dawn of the celestial morn'* The letter here alluded to was from Mr.
appear in these pages.-ED.

EUJAH

COE, which will (D.V.) duly
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th!Lt morning without clouds -exclaim, "Let me go, for the day
breaketh."
"Oh, glorious hour! oh, blest abode!
I shall be near and like my God;
Nor flesh nor sense shall e'er control
The sacred pleasures of my soul."
We are sure that we shall not in vain ask our dear readers to unite
with us in prayer on behalf of the bereaved widow and the fatherless
ones. Their: loss has been great, whilst to the departed one it is gain
indeed. The long and severe affiiction of Mrs. N ORTHOVER renders her
case the more painful, but it is well known to the Lord, and assuredly
additional strength shall be vouchsafed, according to her necessity. Her
very weakness and prostration will tend the more to endear the
language of the Psalmist, who, in regard to his departed child, exclaimed, "I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me." And
how short tho severance will be! How soon, in her case, shall be
realized, in all its fulness and blessedness, the precious assurance,
"Soon He that shall come will come, and will not tarry." Yes, soon
-very soon-it shall be said to our mourning sister, "The Master is
come, and calleth for thee."...
THE EDITOR.
A PETITION.
"Blessed a1'e the poo'/" in Spi1-it."-MATTHEW v. 3.
"Eve'/"y one that asketh '/"eceiveth."-MATTHEW vii. 8.

OH, Father of mercies, I'm helpless and pOOl',
And ask for Thine aid at Thine infinite store;
I bring Thee no merit, "no money" to buy;
Thyself must give freely, or else I must die.
If indigence ever afforded a plea,

Then surely, dear Lord, Thou wilt listen to me;
I'm ignorant, wretched, and naked, and blind,
And therefore have hope all that's needful to find.
Thy love is so vast, Thy resources so great,
'Twere nothing to Thee, Lord, my want to abate;
And never, oh, never, of Thee was it said
That Thou didst refuse one who asked of Thee bread.
Then, as I'm a pensioner, too, on Thy love,
Be pleased, of Thy clemency, gracious to prove;
Give royally, Saviour-I trust to Thy Word
That "everyone," asking, receives of the Lord.
And if Thou wilt grant me a blessing indeed,
Then Thou wilt enrich me with all that I need;
And if in Thy glory I, too, see Thy face,
I'll praise Thee, a monument only of grace.

J. P. O.
THE true Ohristian may doubt his own ability, but not doubt God.
He may say, with Paul, "I am less than the least," but he must also
add, "I can do all things in Him that strengtheneth me."
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LOVE-GREETINGS.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-My heart is cheered by your kind approval
of my pieces. A good number of the Lord's dear people, from various
parts, have fouIld us out from seeing them in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
A dear young lady from Luton, who has lately been passing through
stormy waters of trouble, came to us, a year or two ago, having seen
s?mething of mine in it. Writing to my dear wife, a week or two
SInce, she says, "How suitable to me just now are the two following
verses from' The Bride, the Lamb's Wife ' "She rests upon His heart;
He gently soothes her fears;
In every grief He bears a part,
And wipes away her tears.
"He softly whispers' Peace,'
When angry foes assail;
He makes the wrath of man to cease,
The craft of hell to fail."
One of the happiest acquaintances I ever formed-but alas! how
brief I-was brought about through my occasional pieces in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.
The late dear Mrs. BARLOW, whose peaceful dismissal to her eternal
home is mentioned incidentally in the present Number of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, page 733, was brought to Scarborough, during the summer,
in the hope that the change might be of service to her hea.lth. Dear
Mr. BARLOW called upon me, and kindly introduced me to his homecircle j and never shall I forget the happy interviews of hallowed
Christian intercourse and communion in which my gracious Lord permitted me to take a part under that roof. My heart was knit to the
dear sufferer before I had been in her presence ten minutes. Although,
for the most part, in great pain, her countenance seemed to shine with
the very light of heaven. We had but one theme-Christ, and His
precious love. The joy of His presence seemed at times overpoweringalmost more than her poor body could bear. Her devotedly-attached
Christian servant told me that dear Mrs. BARLOW said" it was heaven
upon earth."
She seemed to rally for a few weeks, but a change came on, and she
peacefully passed away, and entered at once-I have not a doubt of it
-into the joy of her Lord. Dear brother, what a meeting awaits us!
Your kind mention of my pieces ha,s already borne fruit. I have
another (prose) ready for you as soon as the one you have on hand ia
out. It is of a somewhat similar character and length. You like my prose
the best? But I do not intend you to give up my verses.
Thanks for the tiny volume, " Walks and Talks with Jesus." My
wife is much pleased with it, and is sending to the Publishers for some
to distribute.
Ever yours faithfully, in Christian love,
Scarboruugh, December 16th, 1889.
W. S. R0BINSON.

172

The GO.>fJe/ Magazine.
HOPING AGAINST HOPE.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I have very many times felt a great desire
to send you a few lines upon the many sweet and gracious writings in
your valuable GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Truly, they have been precious
seasons of refreshing to my soul, as I have read and wept over such
drops of comfort. Open it when or where you may, there is "a word
in season.".
I was reading a short time since, in the April Number, "Perplexed
Paths." Bless the dear Lord, one is not alone in these paths, but
here and there we meet a traveller. How such an experience bears
with mine! Even the very words are ofttimes my own expressions.
Ah! such darkness and distress of mind, so dead, careless, and unconcerned, writing bitter things against myself, and hard things of
God, feeling
"Hardly, sure, can they be worse
Who have never known the Lord."
But I trust I do know Him, and these, doubtless, are the means He
uses that we shall "follow on" to know Him whom to know is life
and peace.
A Christian's life is a paradox. I weep, because I cannot weep;
mourn, because I cannot mourn; and often squeeze out a petition in
sighs, groans, and tears, with" Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation."
"I long, and faint, and pant to know
The love of God to me."
Trup, it is not merely in forms or words with which we approach
the throne of grace. Alas! I mourn over such poor wanderings, yet I
believe I sometimes enjoy such comfortable outgoings of heart when
about my domestic duties, which none but the Lord, by His Spirit,
could inspire.
I said to my husband, a short time ago, "We do not know how often
we pray, when such feelings are created." The burden of a sigh, ialling
of a tear, upward glance of the eye, indicate, I hope, the spiritual life
within.
At times, when greatly cast down, I have been cheered with this
Scripture-CC If Satan be divided against himself, how shall his kingdom
stand 1" If, then, I am the subject of such exercises of soul as I have
mentioned, would he have caused them 1 May I not rather say, as
Manoah's wife, "The Lord would not have showed us these things, had
He meant to destroy us" 1 No, dear sir"Would He have taught us to trust in His name,
And thus far have brought us, to put us to shame?"
But, again, the portion of Scripture-" I will bring the blind by a
way that they knew not." I hope I can say it was given to me
many years ago, but more bitterly experienced these last few years in
the unknown pathway.
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Ah! dear sir, where is the child of God who has not, sooner or later,
made flesh his arm ~ Such poor short-sighted worms, that we get into
By-path Meadow, and think it will be smooth all the way. But, alas!
the darkness comes on, and floods rise high, and wave after wave comes
dashing on and bursts its foam upon my heart. But our God "hath
His way in the sea; His footsteps are not known." Thus was I led to
prove that "cursed is the man that trusteth in man; that maketh flesh
his arm." Though being far off upon the seas, and the weeds wrapped
about my head, yet, bless the dear Lord, I am enabled to "look again
towards His h.oly temple." The Lord hath His way in the whirlwind
and storm, and I am such a poor, weak-eyed mortal, and the clouds
are so blinding to my sight, yet they are the dust of His feet, and I
hope to prove that He hath led me by the right way. Thanks to His
ever-adorable name for such unspeakable mercy and grace to such an
unworthy creature as I feel myself to be-that He has ever given me
a hope or desire to cry, "Lead me to the Rock that is higher than
I "-the immutable Jehovah.
"'Tis Gospel hope bears up my soul
Till an eternal calm shall shine."
But " the crooked shall be made straight, and rough places plain."
Also, many years since, these words were spoken (I hope from the
Lord), "I know the thoughts I think towards thee," &c. I am often
led to cry, "How long, 0 Lord, how long ~ " It is for an appointed
time. Oh, for grace and resignation to patiently wait, and sing"Since all that I meet shall work for my good,
The bitter is sweet, the medicine is food."
Pardon my trespassing so long upon your valuable time. May you,
dear Dr. DOUDNEY, long be spare.d to send from the abundance of your
heart such morsels of comfort, and may our Heavenly Father, from His
overflowing fulness, give us a thumb-and-finger-pinch-" here a little
and there a little "-as we journey homeward, refreshing us with His
IQving words, "I will not forsake thee."
Yours most affectionately in the truth,
Meopham.
A ROPER.
CHRISTIANS.
CHRISTIANS are (says TERTULLIAN) in the world what the soul is in the
body. The soul is diffused throughout the members of the body; so
are Christians throughout the cities of the world. The soul dwells
iu the body, but is not of the body; so Christians are in the world,
but not of the world. The soul is in the body, but invisible; so
Christians are in the world, but their religion is not known to it.
The soul is a prisoner in the body, and keeps the body together; so
Christians are kept like prisoners in the world, but the world is held
together by them. The immortal soul dwells in the mortal body; so
Christians sojourn on earth in what is corruptible, and look for
incorruption in heaven.
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THE PILGRIM'S PATHWAY-ONWARD! UPWARD!

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-A most unworthy, faithless member of the
family of God feels constrained to tell you of the unspeakable delight
she has experienced in the perusal of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which was
put into her hand for the first time in December last.
r had gone some five miles distant from where r write, to visit
an aged and affiicted child of God j and, seeing what r supposed to be
a Gospel Standard on a table near his bed (I don't suppose you are a
stranger to that magazine), r remarked, "You have the Gospel Standard
there, r see," upon which my aged friend replied, "No; that is not
the Gospel Standard. It is the GOSPEL MAGAZINE." "But," r said, "r
am sure you take in the Gospel Standard, and value it." "Oh, yes!" he
answered, "but this is another precious work that r prize more than r
could express" j and he went on, as well as his failing strength would
permit, to extol the merits of, and contributors to, the GOSPEL MAGAZIJI;E, until r felt moved to ask him for the loan of a copy-a very
unusual thing with me, for r regard, and handle, all religious literature
of the present day as I would coals of fire, before examination. He
very readily responded to my request, offering me the one in question.
I said, "I don't wish to take this one from you. Perhaps you have
not finished reading it ~" whereupon he called his wife, and asked her
to give me the November Number. Was this by chance 7 Ah! no.
Though I was not able to read even the first article until that day
week (the" time " not yet come), but then-ah! then-I knew one
of the special objects of my visit to that dear old man's house.
r could not make you understand by writing, what there was in
"More Teaching from J oseph's History" that month, that proved such
an inestimable' blessing to my weary-of-waiting soul for deliverance. If
you saw the Magazine now, with its marks and underlinings, perhaps
you would feel amused.
The next day, I took the book to another dear, exceedingly tried
member of the family, in a similar position as regards waiting for
deliverance, and for whom there had been much exercise and travail
of soul, with many efforts, of the same nature, that she might be raised
from an almost stony, rebellious state into which ohe had fallen, owing
to the Lord's so long delaying His appearance, as regards temporals.
She is only a babe.
The article referred to was read to her, and a few comments made;
and, to be brief, I can only say, I was able to rejoice in the fact of
leaving her quite another person. She also took down the title, and
asked her husband to order the Magazine monthly, at once. The
article was read to auother, and many, with much varied blessing,
enjoyment, and profit.
I much enjoyed the whole of the Magazine, and equally so, or more,
the December Number, intending to commence the New Year with them
myself. Before I had an opportunity of seeing my bookseller, the friend
referred to above put the January Number into my hand, exclaiming,
in ecstacy, "This month's is precious beyond measure! I can't refer you
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to one part more than another, for it is all lovely. I never read anything like it." I brought the book home,' and have since read the best
part of it; and indeed I think I should find it impossible to express the
delight and enjoyment I have experienced in going through it. It hall'
seemed a sea in which my soul could sweetly bathe. How heartily can I
endorse every line written! How familiar the language, the tone, the
experience! Nothing new there to me, though numbering little more
than half your years. I am afraid I should have to travel some distance
to find anything new or strange to me in the path of the Ohristian-I
do not mean in detail.
In reply to' a faithful Strict Baptist minister last evening (not that
I am in outward fellowship with such) as to whether I intended taking
up this valuable, and, by himself, prized Magazine, I said, "Oh, yes!
I cannot afford to let such precious t,hings escape me." I consider all
such writings a precious legacy to leave behind one to the true Ohurch
of God. I was going to add, that such blessed truth ought to be
scattered broadcast; but how utterly useless unless the Spirit of God
opens the eyes and heart to receive, gives the soul an appetite for, and
Himself seals it home! Such truth is not only not sought after, hut.
despised and condemned when met with, and that by God's own
children ofttimes. Alas! alas! how wiII such feel at the judgment-seat,
when they realize what they have trampled under-foot, and see all
their own free-wiIlism and wiII-worship burnt up, and themselves" saved
so as by fire" ~
One thought weighed rather heavily upon my mind, my dear and
revered brother, when I first began t·o read the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
namely, your age, and the conviction that the Church of God cannot
expect much longer to be favoured and blessed by your ministry. It
makes my heart sick and sore as I see and hear of one after another
of God's honoured servants, lovers of truth, passing from our midst.
Dear Mr. BONAR just passed on before. Men of truth are so very few
and far between, so-humanly speaking-invaluable, that it makes one's
soul shrink and sink within one, as one sees those few, one after another,
passing off the scene; and one lqoks round in vain, it seems to me,
for any among the rising generation who can supply their place. But
the Scripture must be fulfilled-cc When the Son of Man cometh, shall
He find faith on the earth 1" Very little, we are sure-and He is not
far off now, we are equally sure.
Your reply to that dear child of God, LOUISA MOORE, in this month's
issue, was specially sweet to my soul, page 52 in particular, where you
relate your experience as regards the "service" for the evening of, I
presume, judging from date, December 1st. Oh, how natural, if I
may so express myself, it all reads to me-not that I have ever gone
into a pulpit, being a woman.
The only message I got direct from the Lord in this month's Number
was, Mr. G. OOWELL'S quoted poem, page 16, in connection with the
same matter whereof I had derived such blessing from the first article
in the November Magazine. I hardly know which came with greatest
power, or was the most marked or signal, never to be forgotten. I
dared not dwell upon either, and the poem I was not allowed even to
look at after the first reading, which embraced two or three. The
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manlla "bred worms and stank" after the day on which it was first
gathered. Our manna must be gathered fresh every morning.
I was much impressed by your remarks on page 50, this month, but
.surely you got a "lift" whilst writing the last paragraph on page 51.
Surely there was a goodly amount of the "balm of Gilead," or unction
from above, poured out upon you even while you wrote.
It seems marvellous that one who can so ably and comfortably set
forth the secret and true marks and signs of citizens of Zion, the
" proofs" of "sonship," as you have on page 48, should ever know a
shadow of doubt or fear yourself; but I suppose even that is permitted
for the help and consolation of others.
And now, dear sir, shall I apologize to you for this liberty or not 1
I am sure your time is precious, but, as stated at the commencement,
I felt constrained to write; therefore, must trust to your clemency both
to read and tolerate the same.
In conclusion, I can only pray that God's richest blessing may rest
npon yourself and your work, of whatever nature; that you may be
more and more filled with the Spirit, wherein alone lies the secret of
all successful labour for God; that you may be strengthened, helped,
and comforted by that same blessed Spirit for any further work that
your Father and God may have for you to do.
Yours in eternal love and bonds,
Penarth, January, 1890.
(MRS.) AGNES ADAMS.
P.S.-I am sorry the writing is so indistinct, bue furnace-work has
left its traces on the body, or physical-if not on the spiritual-parts.
r often feel that it has done very little for the latter.
REPLY.

Our personally-unknown correspondent need not apologize in regard
to her letter-quite otherwise. It was most welcome, and we thank
our God for His goodness in that He should have so condescendingly
and graciously applied aught that we have written to the cheering and
strengthening of a fellow-traveller to Zion. We can well understand
.(jur correspondent's surprise that, after all the Lord has been pleased
to do for us, and that for so many years, we should be called to pass
through what, more or less, day by day falls to our lot; but such,
nevertheless, is the case. When anticipating the future, in days long
gone by, we could not have imagined for one moment the state of soul
with which we are now so familiar. It was but last evening we remarked to the dear ones about us how thankful we felt for what we
had lately met in the despised WILLIAM HUNTINGTON'S works, and which
we have quoted in the Introduction to a precious work just published,
entitled, " Francis Pool .. a Name which is Written in Heaven. MemQl'ials of
a beloved Father, by his Daughter." The quotation is as follows-" As the
Lord liveth, though I am clad with zeal in the pulpit, I seldom, in
private, go one day dry-eyed to God. I am a Boanerges in public, but
in private of a sorrowful spirit, not for fear of wrath, but under a daily
sense of the superaboundings of mercy to the worst of sinners." What
that sentence has been to us, since we met with it, no words can
expres~. Moreover, it has served to prove more fully to us what the
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value of a testimony that throws light upon another's dark and
dubious path is. Such timely words are as fresh water to a thirsty
soul.
Now, in regard to what we have just quoted from t.he God·blessed
coaJ-heaver's statement with respect to himself, it is precisely our own experience. The recognition of the Lord's most merciful and gracious hand
-His patience, His forbearance, His long-suffering, as brought to bear
upon us for so many, many years-humbles us in the very dust before
Him j so that, as we often say in regard to the sin of the worldling, it
is as nothing when contrasted with our own, for our sins-our heartsins, our mental transgressions, our forgetfulness, ingratitude, distrust
-all, all are in the face of such love, such mercy, such astounding
compassion, and such matchless bounty j whilst, upon the part of the
worldling, his sins and his transgressions are in ignorance and in nature's
heathenism. Hence our baseness, ingratitude, and distrust far, far
exceed in enormity the conduct of others. Upon these grounds, therefore, we go brokenhearted and weeping at the footstool of mercy,
beseeching the Lord, in His tenderness and compassion, to pass hy
and forgive our so aggravated transgressions, and entreating Him, "in
the midst of deserved judgment, to remember mercy."
In speaking to our beloved widowed sister, last night, upon this subject, we asked if it were not so with her late dear husband ~ % Was
he not a man "of a sorrowful spirit" ~ She replied in the affirmative.
And yet who preached a fuller, freer, or more glorious Gospel than he?
The fact is, real experimental preachers, or those who have been personally taught of the Holy Ghost, and led into the lengths and depths,
breadths and heights, and into all the diversity of truth, arraign themselves, and argue with themselves, virtually as they stand before
their hearers. They know the resemblance of heart to heart. They know
that, "as in water face answereth to face, so doth the heart of man to
man," and therefore they conclude-and rightly too-that others are
exercised as they themselves are exercised. Hence the practical sympathy both in f\xperimental writing and preaching. The first Gospel
sermon we ever remember to have heard-at any rate, so as tounderstand it-was from the lips of dear HENRY FOWLER, so that the
saying of the woman of Samaria became virtually our own. " Come,"
said she, "see a Man which told me all things that ever I did : is not
this the Christ? ,> And such personal testimonies lead to a bond of
union and a blending of heart to heart that nought can ever dissolve
or separate, and throw, moreover, a precious light upon the disciples'
statement, "Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with
us by the way, and opened to us the Scriptures?"
The fact is, in regard to our daily position and experience, we are soprone to overlook that the walking by faith, and not by sight or present
feeling, holds good, and will continue to do so, throughout the entire
pilgrim journey. We are quite prepared to admit, personally, how we
err in this important particular. It is a daily lesson, and that perpetually set before us. "I will bring the blind by a way that they
knew nnt j I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will
• The late

GEORGE D. DOUDNEY,
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make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight, and rough
places plain." Now, this is a continuous process, too; and why 1
Because it serves to maintain the intimacy and to keep up the
familiarity between the Leader and the led. The latter has neither
stock nor .store; he has no wisdom nor strength. Hence his poverty
necessitates a consciousness of dependence, and in that dependence he
flies to the Strong for strength. In his exposure to danger, he flees to
the Strong Tower for shelter. In his thirst, he betakes himself to the
Fountain. In his hunger, he seeks sustenance from the Bread of Life.
Under his conscious ignorance, he seeks the wisdom " that cometh down
from above." Hence the newness, the freshness, the blessedness that
follow the poverty, the privation, the peril. Thus the pathway gives a
practical insight into Paul's mystery, " I can do all things through [or
in] Christ, which strengtheneth me." "Most gladly therefore will I
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon
me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake; for when I am
weak, then am I strong" (2 Cor. xii. 9, 10).
Wherefore, beloved, if we really knew the secret of strength, and the
preciousness of that" peace which passeth all understanding," we should
be satisfied to be in that condition and those circumstances which instrumentally bring to our aid that wisdom, that strength, that consolation
which the Lord, and the Lord alone, can bestow. The real cause of our
dissatisfaction, wavering, and unsettledness is our folly in attempting to
live of ourselves and by ourselves, or upon by-gone supplies. We speak
feelingly upon this subject. We see and acknowledge the folly. In
practice, we fail to see what is involved in the precious declaration,
"He giveth more grace" ; nor do we becomingly estimate the covenant
pledge, "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall
thy strength be"; "They go from strength to strength, till they finally
appear before God in Zion."
There are two portions which have long been a source of comfort to
us: the one is, "Thou shalt see greater things than these" ; the other
is, "Thou hast kept the good wine until now." We believe, therefore,
that, upon this principle, it will be with the dear children of God, a
going onward and upward! In other words, we believe, from our inmost soul, that, whatever appearances may be, or however dark and
gloomy the path in prospect, the Lord will, nevertheless, astound and
amaze His people with His love-acts; yea, He will vouchsafe to them
a series of surprises, until at last, in the Jordan of the so-called death,
they shall shout, "Victory, victory, through the blood of the Lamb!"
THE EDITOR.

Within a few minutes of writing the foregoing, the annexed letter
caIUe to hand. We readily insert it, in proof of its presenting another
example of divine faithfulness and all-sufficiency. Moreover, it shows
how one anxious soul is cheered and encouraged upon reading or
hearing of others being similarly exercised as themselves. They
discover thereby that they are not the lone and desolate creatures they
had imagined, and that their trials and temptations are not of that
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strange and unaccountable nature they had previously supposed.

By
these very experiences, moreover, light is thrown upon what the
Apostle states, in the opening of his second Epistle to the Oorinthians.
"Whether we be affiicted," he says, "it is for your consolation and
salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings
which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. And our hope of you is steadfast, knowing that, as
ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consoJation" (2 Oor. i. 6, 7):-

Peel Causeway, January 26th, 1890.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Although not known to you, I venture to write
you a few lines, doubting not but that they will receive a kindly reading, as they are by one who has for a number of years taken in your
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which has been a source of help and comfort to me,
and to my late dear mother, Mrs. FRANCES DEAVILLE, who in early life
was a dear personal friend of the late Rev. Dr. HEwLETT, of Astley,
and who has just fallen asleep in Jesus, in her eighty-second year.
Some little time past, Mr. GEORGE COWELL sent you a copy of some
lines written by our dear friend Mr. JOHN E. WINDER, which were
suggested to his mind by om telling him that those precious words, "I
have graven thee upon the palms of My hands," which had been
quoted by Mr. COWELL in his address at Manchester, would, if addressed
to her, have almost caused her to become dissolved in tears, they having
heen amongst the last words of her mother.
'1 cannot quite tell when she first began to take in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, as some of the early numbers have been lost; but we have
bound volumes as early as 1845. She held most firmly to the doctrine
which it teaches, which doctrine was most precious to her.
Early in life she was brought to a knowledge of "the truth, as it is
in Jesus" under the ministry of the late Rev. W. NUNN, of St. Clement's,
Manchester. In her childhood she sat under the late WILLIAM GADSBY.
She lived very near to the Master, but for many years her one fear
was that of the "crossing." Often has she spoken of you as experiencing a like ,fear, and it comforted her to feel that she was not alone in
that respect, so that even your fear, as expressed so often by you, was a
.sOUl'ce of comfort to another aged fellow-pilgrim. But all her fear was
'groundless, for, when her feet touched J Ol'dan, He who had been so
precious to her all through life was indeed with her then, thus fulfilling
His own gracious and loving promises, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee"; "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with
thee; and through the floods, they shall not overflow thee." Truly He was'
with her, taking away every fear and doubt, and causing her to long to
depart; and at last, like a tired child, she fell asleep, her last words
being, "Come! Come! Come!" "So He giveth His beloved sleep."
Her desire to depart has been beautifully expressed by our dear friend
Mr. WINDER in the enclosed lines, "In Memoriam."
One of my objects in writing to you is, if possible, by relating to you
the experience of one who had like doubts with yOUl'self, to assure your
heart that He who was with her then, will be with you, and make you
"more than conqueror, through Him who hath loved you," notwithstanding
the fears you have so often expressed, and to which, in the January
N umber of the Magazine, you refer, on page 50, where you write, "It is a
matter of day.and-night concern with us as to how it will be with us in
the swellings of Jordan."
Rest assured, dear sir, that you will be sustained in that hour. He
cannot forsltke you. It would be so unlike Him. Yours would be the first
N ~
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case, and I am sme He will not make a beginning now. He has saidthese are His own words-" Certainly I will bp with thee."
Will you receive these words from one young enough to be your
daughter, but written in Christian love and desire that yom fear may be
taken away, to some extent at least, by the experience of one who is
now before the throne P
Praying that your life may still be spared to your hearers and readers,
and that you may be filled with all peace and joy, in ever-increasing
fulness, in the faith and blessed hope of the glorious Gospel, with much
Christian love,
.r remain, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours sincerely,
M. STOCKTON.
DIVINE DEALINGS.

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Your comments on "A Token and its Teaching" were
especially welcome to me, inasmuch as they answered a question I have
often pondered on-" Can God thus richly supply my temporal needs,
and yet deny me those of infinitely greater moment 1" It is cheering
to read your testimony; but for entire satisfaction, one needs Christ
Himself to "speak the word only."
It must be some fourteen years since the" golden chain" of Psalm
xxxvii., verses 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 34, were given me, and I trust they
have led to a more or less growing confidence in Him who "doeth
all things well."
One instance in particular stands out prominently. A traveller was due
on the Monday, and I had not a penny in hand towards his account.
This meant special errands to the "Bank of Faith," and an assurance
was given on the Wednesday previous. Thursday and Friday were 31
blank, and faith got low. Still, the promise could not be entirely put
aside. Saturday morning brought a third of the amount required, and
hope was expectant, but not confident. Monday morning's post brought
a cheque which covered the amount, and left a little in hand. " Oh,
that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!"
On another ollcasion my need was great, and, as a last resource, the
" Bank" was again applied to. How strange that our poor human nature
should thus use every means but the right one! I was then led to
mention one customer in particular, whose account was long over-due.
Proceeding with my work, the matter slipped from memory; but within
an hour the customer brought his cheque, and apologised for the delay.
•, What a coincidence!" some would say, but how much more to me t
Instances like these might be multiplied, but I fear to weary you.
It has, however, brought me to this-my one desire is, "Lord, help
me !" "Lord, undertake for me!" and as trust in Him increases, selfconfidence decreases inversely.
God has so wonderfully supplied me with health, work, and ability
to do it, that "I am as a wonder unto many." My every need has
been so richly provided for, and countless mercies so surround me, that
I am lost in astonishment in reviewing the past, and can but exclaim,
,. What hath God wrought!"
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Until a few weeks since, it would have appeared impossible for me,
in the face of so many deliverances, to doubt His willingness to aid
(one cannot doubt His p'lwer). Yet, sad to tell, I had a bitter experience. Matters seemed all awry-aver-burdened with work, yet no
money. The" Bank" seemed shut up, and I asked a friend to help
me. Whilst in the act of taking the money, a customer came in,
most unexpectedly, with more than sufficient for all my needs; and, as
though one spoke to me, these words came to mind-" Oh, thou of
little faith,. wherefore didst thou doubt 1" and "Is this thy kindness
to thy Friend 1 "
I will not attempt to describe my shame and confusion. It is expressed in the Gospel narrative-" And Peter went out and wept
bitterly. "
Assistance (temporary) has been pressed upon me since by kind
fi'iends, but I could not say a word either way. How was it possible 1
Ever yours,

W. G.
"OONSIDER HIM."
(HEBREWS

xii. 3.)l

" CONSIDER Him," ye 'PeopleThe fashion of His birth;
Eis antecedents ere He came
A Sojourner to earth.

Too high for comprehension,
Dazzling the sinner's sight,
Till He who called him from the womb
Commands, « Let there be light! "

One with His holy Father,
Eternally supreme;
Of angels and archangels He
The one unending theme.

Light dawns, and then the SaviolU'
Desirable appearsIs sought with supplications,
With earnestness, and tears.

One nature, essence, substance,
In perfectness and power;
One equal God in Trinity,
With delegated dower.

Considered in His sorrow,
His contradictions sore,
The awful travail of the soul
He innocently bore.

For 1\'l:ediatorial work
A Servant He shall be,
.Albeit not a jot He lost
Of regal dignity.

Considered in His greatness,
His deep humility,
His wondrous condescension,
His pure divinity.

Duple in Person, Jesus,
One perfect God and Man,
All uncomounded, separate,
For predetermined plan.

In resurrection glory,
The life awhile laid down
His own again triumphantly,
His bride is won, and crown.

Revealed by inspiration
In His own Word divine,
.« The mystery of godliness,"
Unspeakably sublime.

She's won indeed, yet waiting
The perfecting of bliss,
The gathering of the bidden guests
To grace the marriage feast.

Wistfully she waits the cry,
"Behold, I come!" and then
She answereth, «Even quickly, yea,
Come, my Beloved!" Amen.
lYhitby.

M. L. SYKES.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,- With heartfelt thanks for renewed covenant
mercies, we send the following testimonies, which plainly tell of the Lord's
omnipotence in carrying on this His own work in all parts of His
vineyard. We feel we can do no better than by praising Him in His
own inspired and beautiful" Te Deum," as givm in that portion of His
inspired Word, Psalm cvii.
You will observe, toa, dear friend in the Lord, how much He has
blessed and owned your soul-stirring and experience-giving works tG
all to whom sent, scattered as th(jy have been by this Mission to all
parts of the world. I regret to have to say that my shelves at present
are bare of any of your very valuable books. I am praying, and desire
the earnest prayers of yourself and your numerous readers, that He
may lay it on the hearts of His stewards to supply me with as many
works of yours as may be impressed on them to spend in so doing.
His words are, "Look not every man on his own things, but every man
also on the things of others: for it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of His good pleasure. But this I say, He
which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifully.
Every man according as he
purposeth in his heart, so let him give: not grudgingly, or of necessity;
for God loveth a cheerful giver."
May the living Gcd impress these truths of His on the minds of His
children. We need help very much of every kind-books, booklets,
leaflets, tracts, money, prayers, friendship, and sympathy of His children.
Yet, praised be His holy name, through it all we are enabled to say,
"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us," and always will. Amen and
amen.
FR0Jl1 COLCHESTER.

" Many thanks for your monthly parcels of pure Gospel books, tracts,
&c., and for those of many years past, from your late husband, a real,
true, and loyal soldier of Jesus Christ. I had many tokens from men
who told me they got blessings from reading , Walks and Talks with
Jesus,' and other books. I hope the Lord will put it into the hearts
of His own people to give you the means to carry on this good and
much-needed work. Wishing you every blessing the Lord can give."
FROM BRIGHTON.

"The monthly parcel of literature I have so long received from yOll
and your dear departed husband I desire to thank you most sincerely
for. I can truly say all are acceptable. I labour amongst many pensioners as well as soldiers. I usually have about 250 on my list. I
also work amongst the militia, when in training.
I distribute
whatever I can obtain, and am always glad of reading matter for
them.
" ·Wishing you every blessing in your good work, and trusting still to
receive your monthly parcel."
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FROM LONDON, N.
"Most heartily do I thank you for your kind grant of tracts. They
will be very useful to us. May the Lord very richly bless their distribution, and bring many to know and to love the Lord Jesus by
their instrumentality! I should be glad indeed to have a parcel
monthly, if the Lord enables you to send it, and I am sure He will
abundantly reward you, by giving you to realize the joy of being with
Him a co-worker in the extending of His Son's kingdom."
FROM: OANTERBURY.

"Yes, the parcel of books and tracts so regularly received from you
every month is looked forward to with pleasure as a very great help
to me in my work, and I should miss them very much if they were
to stop coming to me so regularly. Here, where there are so many
young men in these barracks-and, alas! many of them often in the
hospital, with much leisure time on their hands, which cannot be better
employed than by reading such good, sound literature of pure Gospel
tracts, books, &c., such as your good, useful Gospel Book Mission to the
Army and Navy so regularly supplies-what should we do without
such ammunition in our spiritual warfare 1 The kingdom of Satan and
darkness furnishes a large supply of the baser kind of pernicious reading-worthless trash-and it would be a very great pity indeed if
Ohristians did not supply, as your Mission has done so well and so
long, something good and wholesome to combat with-and, in a measure, counteract-the evil of the enemy's flood. I count myself happy,
and very greatly blessed, by being privileged to be a sower of such
precious seeds of truth, such as your Mission supplies me with. Silent
messengers of divine truth you send out. God our Father bless your
work, for His dear Son's sake-yea, bless it more abundantly, for His
own name's sake! Old Jonathan and the Little Gleane1' are specially
welcomed by me, and by all, both old and young, amongst whom I am
privileged to labour. With great gratitude to you for all help."
FROM THE LONDON DOCKS.

"Many thanks for your kind letter, and for writing and sending to
Mr. J--. I pray that he may be greatly used of God to the winning
of souls. What a joy to serve Him, though so feebly!
"I discovered to-day that one of my voluntary workers, a journeyman
carpenter, had taken one of the little daughters of another Ohristian man,
poorer than himself, who has six, and cared for her as his own. The
father told me, when I commended him for his kindness, that the dear
fellow said, 'It is for the Lord, and not worthy to be mentioned.'
Would that we could do more! This man and his brother made us our
new trestles for the tea-tables at the Seamen's Bethel without charge,
and only desired that it should not be mentioned.
"Like you, I have many helpers in the work of circulating the truth,
and the supply rapidly diminishes. When you are able, without inconvenience, to send again, we shall be grateful.
"Last Wednesday, in the train, at Newport, I reproved three drunken
sailors for swearing, and after some talk, one of them entrustlld me with
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his money to send to his wife, rather than take it to Oardiff and send
it himself-a real testimony to his confiaence in the Lord's children.
May he be brought to know Ohrist as his Saviour! It was a precio'ls
opportunity of speaking for the Master, all the passengers being attentive observers and hearers of the conversation.
"With best wishes and kind regards."
FROM NEWPORT, MONMOUTHSHIRE.

"The box of reading came safely to hand. Its general character
makes it very ·valuable. The books and magazines are most useful. I
cannot express you sufficient thanks for the frequent gifts of reading,
that the sailor may be lightened of his dreariness at sea-dark hours
brightened-the burning light of the Gospel lighting up the forecast~e
as well as the cabin. Future days, when the Master counts up HIS
jewels, will alone reveal what good has been done. I often find captains and sailors waiting for me, to receive a parcel of reading, as I
pass on by the river Usk, putting useful parcels on board each ship. If
I had not your help, I could not give as I do. Last year I supplied
3,500 vessels visiting this port. Let this encourage you in your good
work, and may the Lord greatly bless you."
A FLASH FROM A LIGHTHOUSE.
"Many thanks for the books you have sent us, which are very acceptable."
FROM A SOLDIERS' HOlYIE, IRELAND.

"Allow me to thank you warmly for sending monthly parcels. vVe
find the pnpers most useful for our reading-room table. Papers, &c.,
of a non-controversial nature are the best, as we have all denominations
coming to the home, including Roman Oatholics, and so we find simple
Gospel tracts and books in every way the best.
"Thanking you once more for the interest taken, and the help thus
given in the Lord's work here."
FROM A WORKER IN YOKOHAl\1A, JAPAN.

"The book parcels you have so kindly forwarded from time to time,
for gratuitous circulation to seamen visiting this port, have reached me,
and have been faithfully distributed according to your wish, and with
God's blessing will, I trust, be the means of, leading many nearer to
Himself.
" We are in the midst of quite a religious revival here among seamen.
Special Gospel meetings are being held, at which from forty-five to sixty
sailors and saloon-keepers are present every evening. We are praying
for large results.
"Excuse brief note, as I am very much engaged. With grateful
acknowledgments of your kindness."
FROM AN ORDNANCE OFFICE.

"I beg to return you my very best thanks for all the nice parcels
of books and tracts you have sent me during the past year, also for
Mr. OOWELL'S 'Portion, Petition, and Praise,' sent with last parcel.
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It is very good and helpful. The men receive the books and tracts
very thankfully, and I believe they are doing a quiet, but real work
among them."
FROM: A MISSIONARY TO SOLDIERS.
"I write to thank you for the parcel of books you send me month
by month for the soldiers. I can't tell you how pleased the men are
wit,h them."
FROM: A LADY FRIEND INTERESTED IN THE SPIRITUAL WELFARE OF
THE ARMY AND NAVY.
"I have just sent you by Parcel Post a scrap-book for the army
and navy hospitals out of England-Malta or India-but wherever you
send it, will you kindly let me know, as I like to follow the book ~
May the Lord's blessing rest upon you and your work."
In conclusion, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, I ask, in the face of the above
testimonies, who will restrain their hands from helping on the Lord's
work ~ I wish, God willing, to send out as soon as possible, half-adozen or more boxes of reading matter to these stations-one to Japan,
one to Hong Kong, one to Singapore, one to Ceylon, and two to the East
Indies, and one to Barbadoes, West Indies. Who will help ~
I cannot conclude, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, without thanking you sincerely
and. warmly for all the valuable help you have so generously and graciously
bestowed on the widow (left to conduct this g10rious work of His)
and my fatherless children, by your very able and encouraging monthly
advocacy of the claims and work of this Mission, wishing you and
yours all the covenant blessings that our gracious Triune J ehovah God
can bestow, for Jesus' sake. The Lord bless and reward you. (Jude
24, 25.)
Yours in His very blessed service,
ANN E. BRIDER.
Old Gaol l1Iission Hall, Salisbury, February 7th, 1890.
COM:MENTS.
In harmony with the foregoing testimony, we cannot forbear quoting
the annexed, which came to hand from Hornsey Lane, N., under date
February 3rd.
"You will be interested to know," says the writer, "that, whilst
engaged in a little mission work among the tram-men of this part, I
gave one an Old Jonathan. With delight he took it, and told me he
was in your Sunday School in Ireland j 'and many's the time,' he said,
'his hand has been laid upon my head.'''
Now, this has reference to a period that has passed away some six
or seven-and-thirty years. Surely this may well encourage and stimulate to "sow beside all waters," remembering the fact that
"The precious grain can ne'er be lost,
For grace ensures the crop."
Oh, how increasingly we feel the importance of giving heed to the
so solemn injunction-" Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave whither thou goest."
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A few days since, we were informed by a dear friend and fellowlabourer that one to whom he applied for help in the cause of God
and truth made him a certain promise in reply. Delay, however, led
to its non-fulfilment. In a fortnight he died. It reminded us of an
incident with a very different ending. We had applied in a certain
quarter for help in the Lord's work. By return of post, there came a
cheque for £10, It was the last the gentleman ever wrote. Within
a day or two he passed away!
Ah J how many have regretted their mere resolves and reserves, when.
it was too late to remedy their withholdings! "God loveth a cheerful
giver." It is the readiness and the willingness that give tone and
value to the gift. Moreover," there is that scattereth, and yet increaseth;
and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to
poverty."
THE EDITOR.
GREETINGS

IN

1890.

To the Edito'l' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Another year has passed into eternity; ita hours
utterly beyond recall. Its troubles and trials are gone, and they will
never return. Oh, what fears, anxieties, cares, crosses, and losses some
of us have had during its hours; and what hard thoughts of God, and
doubts, and murmurings, and sins, have been ours! And then, on the
other hand, what mercies have been ours! 'Vhat deliverances we have
had! What grace we have been the subjects of! When we have been
dead, dull, dark, how the light, and cheer, and life, have again and again
shown us that" all our springs are in Him"! vVhat reyivals, what
repentances, what realizations of the Spirit's presence, and what precious
applications of the blood of the Lamb made by us and to us! What
self-condemnations, and what rejoicings in Jesus! IVe may well cry
out, "Jehovah-Tsidkenu!" and" Hitherto hath the Lord helped us!"
And now, as we enter on an unknown New Year, what marb, what
signs, what indications have we ~ We are travelling on-what companions have we ~ "Lord, if Thou go not with us, let us not go up
hence."
For myself, I know that I cannot get away from self, from sin, or
from SataR. These are my yearly, daily, hourly companions. And this
evil spirit-what power, what malignity, alld with what ease he uses
our sinful propensities! And then self. Oh, this self! We need more
than a Gabriel-more than a Michael-here. But well does RUTHERFORD say, "Christ is King of devils, King over hell, King over malice."
And then there are our outer foes growing more and more every
day. There is the world, and its deceptions and allurements-and how
powerful for injury and evil! And how low the truth has fallen in
the estimation of man! How bold the disciples of error and sin!
And then the times wax worse and worse-socialism, infidelity, Popery,
with all their allies, and for these more power in the future, and, consequently, more anxiety and trouble for the believer in Jesus. The
Pope is still in Rome; the temple at Jerusalem is not yet built for him
(2 Thess. ii. 2-4). By-and-bye it may be that the laws of the land
will be against us-that the civil power will again be at the call of
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the spiritual-and in our Ohurches we have Popery and Unitarianism
rampant.
Knowing so much of the evils that beset us, and of the powers of
darkness. which surround us, I ask, What signs, tokens, indications,
have we ~ Is God our Oompanion as we travel on ~ The hosts of God,
where are they ~
My dear friend, for you, for myself, for every believer in Jesus, for
this New Year, I hope, I wish, I pray that we may realize, first, His
continual, providential care. May we be beset with God before and
behind, over- us His sheltering wing, and underneath "the everlasting
arms" ; and may He be to us a Sun and Shield, and a house of defence
round about us. Next, may we realize His forgiving love. Oh, how
much we shall need it, and how secure it is to us, and what peace, and
joy, and comfort it yields! I am fain to say that there is no other joy
to be compared to this. And, lastly, may we realize His presence with
us in life and (if called to it this year) in death.
Now, it may be that our Ohurch fellowship may be broken-that our
Oommunion-tablEs may be perverted into altars-or it may be we cannot
attend the Oommunion. Then may we realize the presence of God without a Communion-table-aye, without Communion. And it may be that
our churches may be perverted into Mass-houses, &c. Christians cannot
go there; then may we realize the presence of God without a church. It
may be that we may be cast where there is no brother nor sister in the
Lord; then may we realize the presence of God without" the communion
of saints." And it may be that our ministers are all sons of Belial, like
Eli's sons; then may God reveal Himself to us without a minister. And
it may be that the Bible may be out of the way, shut up, forbidden,
burnt, taken from us (and the loss of God's W orJ is the worst evil of
all); then may God reveal Himself to us, and the Spirit take of the
things of Jesus, and show them unto us without a Bible. God, in
His dealings with the saints, is able to dispense with all these things.
God can make to us a revelation of Himself as real as He did to
Saul of Tarsus; and I feel sure that not only is He able, but, if need
be, He will thus bless His people, who it may be will be called upon
to glorify God in the fires. Oh, in these exceptional days, when mostly
we can enjoy an open Bible and a Gospel ministry, to realize, to have,
to enjoy, His presence without a gO-between, without a come-between,
save Jesus Christ, who has said, ., Come unto Me, ye weary and heavyladen, and I will give you rest"; "And he that loveth Me shall be
loved of My Father; and I will love him, and will manifest Myself
unto him." And thus may we realize, first, the providential care of
Gad; secondly, the forgiveness of sins; and thirdly, the presence of God.
I add no more.
Your friend in Him,
MICAIAH.
IT is a blessed token of covenant love when the providen~ial deal·
ings of God are sanctified to bring sinners to repentance.-Borrows.
ALAS! long-suffering and most patient God! Thou needest be
surelier God to bear with us than even to have made us.-Elizabeth
B. Browning.
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FATHER BLACK AT BRIGHTON.
BLACK indeed, as a correspondent of the Engl'ish Churchman proves, lH
regard to a Mission lately held at Brighton. He says ;-Father BLACK gave out the hymn, "Lord, I hear of showers of blessing "-an exquisite hymn known to us all. It was sung by the congregation to organ accompaniment, very slowly to its well-known tunE'.
So far, I might have thought myself at Mr. GREGORY'S. My astonishment deepened when the preacher, discarding utterly the Prayer-Book,
next offered an impassioned extempore prayer. I might now have
imagined myself in a Wesleyan chapel. Immediately followed the sermon. Father BLACK is an earnest, and often eloquent, speaker, with
good, deep, rich voice, and a singular clearness of articulation. Even
a whisper was audible at the end of the building. The text was the
solemn expression of our Lord's-" Weeping, and wailing, and gnashing
of teeth." The preacher spoke most faithfully of the certainty of the
existence of hell. He pointed out that the way leading there was broad,
and thronged by multitudes, and that all amongst his hearers who were
without God were infallibly treading that path. After pressing such
thoughts upon the conscience with great power, he described the condition of a lost soul after death. At times quivering with emotion, he
spoke of its awful discovery that only God could satisfy its longings,
and then the appalling realization that God it could never see. It
might strive to rise, but was held back by resistless power. The thirst
was intolerable, but not one drop of water.
The audience had now been solemnized to an extraordinary degree.
Power of some kind filled the building. The stillness was oppressive.
Father BLACK then gave out the hymn, "When I survey the wondrous
cross," sung very slowly to the tune of tunes-" Rockingham "-and then
came the "Instruction," or further address. "Here, then," I thought,
" comes the Gospel. Souls are aroused; they are longing for the water of
life." Will it be believed, the preacher now said that the way of pardon,
the remedy jor sin, was sacramental confession? And this he proceeded to
urge upon his hearers. Not Christ, and the finished work of the cross, but
the priest and his absolution; and this in a Protestant church! What
he said was tersely and plainly put; none could mistake his meaning.
He began by stating that he would give his own experience. Since
beginning the Mission, he had remembered that three weeks had elapsed
since he had been to confession himself, and so, kneeling before a
brother priest, he had said-" In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, I confess to God Almighty, and to all
the company of heaven, and to you, my father, that I have sinned
very much in thought, word, and deed, by my fault, my own fault,
my very great fault."
This was followed by the production of a paper, on which were re(lOrded the sins of three weeks. These sins were duly retailed to the
officiating priest, and then was added by the penitent the following
finale-" I am truly sorry for these and all my other sins which I
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cannot now remember. I firmly purpose amendment, and I pray God
to pardon me, and you, my father, to give me penance, counsel, and
absolution."
This, the preacher proceeded to assure his congregation, was, to use
his exact words, "the direct way to God." Various incidents were then
narrated, .in illustration of the benefits of confession, and Father BLACK
brought the service to a close by entreating us to seek absolution from
himself or some other priest.
I could have cried (says the correspondent) with distress and pity.
There was a crowded church. The eloquence and pathos of the dis'course about sin and hell had stirred many, and then, instead of presenting a glorious Christ, and the sufficiency of the finished work, an
we had was-" Come to the priest. Confess to him. He will pardon."
For pure, unadulterated Romanism, I never heard anything approaching
to it. It is not long since Father RIVJNGTON went over to Rome from
the same Order as Father BLACK (the Cowley Fathers).
[And the sooner Father BLAcK-he can't be much blacker I-has
the honesty to follow Father RIVINGTON to Rome, his own home, the
better.-ED·l
LORD RIPON ON THE POSITION OF ENGLISH ROMANISTS
AT the annual reunion of the Roman Catholics of Nottingham, recently
held in that town, the Marquis of RIPON, who was one of tho speakers,
said he thought that, looking at the condition of Catholic affairs at the
present time, speaking as a Catholic to Catholics, they in England, at an
events, had much right to congratulate themselves upon the position in
which they stood. He was not altogether a young man, and he was.
free to say that during the period of his recollection, he had observed, as
they had all observed, a very great and happy change in the position
with regard to public matters which Catholics occupied in this country.
It was not within his recollection, but within his life, that Catholic
Emancipation was passed. It was little more than sixty years ag(}
since every Catholic in England was practically excluded from taking
any active part in public affairs, but that time had passed away, and
they were now free to take their full part in the public life of their
country; and what he rejoiced at especially was, to see of late years an
increasing readiness, and an increasing tendency, on the part of
Catholics to take their proper position, in proportion to their numbers,
in the community in regard to public affairs, and an increasing willingness on the part of their Protestant fellow-countrymen to welcome
them when they did undertake those duties. He did not say that all
traces of those bitter and narrow feelings which existed at one time
had completely died out. They did occasionally still see some fossilized
specimens of persons holding those antiquated opinions, but in the main,.
and with the great bulk of their countrymen, they were able, and he
rejoiced at it, to say that practically those feelings had passed away.
He was speaking, of course, not in reference to religious opinions, but:
in reference to public life; and in that respect there had been, even
within his own recollection, a very great and marked change, and he
should always esteem it a great honour that he happened to be the
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first Oatholic who was called to the Oabinet Oouncil of Her Majesty
for many years.
There were a few disabilities still remaining, which were of a very
curious kind. One was, that the office of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland
could not be filled by a Oatholic. There was yet another high office
which Oatholics by law could not fill, and that was that of the Lord
Chancellor of England j and they saw now from this curious state of
things that the most eminent advocate of the day, his honourable and
learned friend Sir OHARLES RUSSELL, was not at the present moment
eligible for the highest position in his profession. But those things
had not been set right, because nobody as Oatholic as themselves had
troubled and interested themselves to set them right. They only
wanted to be taken up and considered by the public, and he had great
confidence that they would be reformed.
But if they wanted to see a marked proof of the changed feeling
that existed amongst their fellow-countrymen generally to their Oatholic
fellow-citizens, he did not think they could have a more remarkablehe was almost going to say, more wonderful-proof of it than that
given to them recently by the part which was taken, and taken with
such universal approval and applause, by Cardinal MANNING during
the dockers' strike.
[And, without doubt, those very strikes were part and parcel of a
Popish scheme-a piece of thorough Jesuitism-designed to put a false
and a fatal gloss upon a piece of Popish iutrigue. And what has it
d.one ~ What is the so-called improved condition of the working classes ~
What, but a shortening of working hours and increased pay, involving
advanced prices, especially in regard to the cost of fuel ~-ED. ]

POPERY IN PROTESTANT OHUROHES.
A WRITER in the English Ohu1"Chman for February 13th says:"To appreciate fully the true nature of the rood screen and reredos
symptoms of the sacerdotal influenza that is spreading over the Ohurch
of England, it is necessary to study the disease in the quarters where
it is generated and fostered. The claim of the Ohurch of Rome-that
each one of her priests can turn an atom of bread into the actual body
(If Ohrist, with the veritable bones, nerves, and blood that belonged to
Him as Man-carries logical inferences that lead, as they were intended
to do, to the practical adoration of the priestly performers. Whether
it is due to their innate modesty, or their Jesuitical policy, it is not
often that the full extent of their pretensions is so openly declared as
in the sermon preached by a priest in Bavaria, which was translated
and published in the Morning Advertiser of February 7th, 1873 :" , We, the priests, are as high above the governments, emperors,
kings, and princes of this world as the heavens are above the earth.
Kings and princes of this world are as much beneath us as lead compared to the finest and purest gold. Angels and archangels are far
beneath the priests, for we can forgive sin as God Himself, which
faculty angels and archangels never possessed. We stand above the
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mother of God, for she has given birth to Christ only once. We priests
produce and create Him every day. Yea, the priests may be said to
stand above God Himself, because He must be at their service at all
hours and in all places; and at our bidding. in the consecration at every
Mass, He must come down from the heavens. God has created the
world with three words-" Let there be"; but we priests make God
Himself with three words. Therefore, in those times when faith and
Christianity still existed, the priest was held in the highest honour;
for people-yea, the emperors and kings-have thrown themselves
down before ,him, and have kissed the sod where he had implanted or
imprinted his feet.'
"His brother priest, Monsignor CAP EL, in a sermon preached in
Southampton, about the same date, boasted that Rome's priests were
, half human, half divine.'''
Where can there be greater blasphemy 1

,'-

Pen and Pencil Sketches: a Retrospect of nearly Eighty Years>" including
about Twelve in the Artillery and Fifty in the Ministry of the Church
of England. By NEMO. London: James Nisbet and Co.
As an old man of like age with the author of this admirable book,
and as one who has been but a few years less in the ministry than
himself, we could but feel drawn to the book; but, when we commenced
its perusal, little did we expect to find such an amount of detail of
the most telling and instructive character. The volume is rich in inci
dent. Fact after fact is stated, in the simplest, smoothest, and most
agreeable style. Page after page brings before the eye of the mind a
veteran, with a group of young and devoted listeners around him,
enumerating, in the most feeling and interesting way, the recollections
of the varied scenes of a long, a diversified, and a most active life.
There is such a reality about the book that we have perfectly revelled
in its perusal, nor could we (although it extends to upwards of 330
pages) lay it down until we had read the whole. Our interest has been
increased by a familiarity with the persons and places so often mentioned in this work, and our regret is that the author has withheld his
name. Considering the times in which we live, and the value of such
a veteran's testimony in days so visionary and superficial, a frank
acknowledgment of who he is, as well as what he has personally" tasted,
handled, and felt," would assuredly have given weight and dignity to
his work. It would have been more likely to have impressed the young
and inexperienced, and to have settl€d the minds of ' the doubting and
wavering. Evidence blended with example has such a confirming influence, but how can the latter have effect if names are withheld 1
In the perusal of the work,' we have freely used the pencil in the
margin with a view to extract; but we find, at the close, the quotations would be so numerous that we are compelled, for want of space,
to forego them. The self-knowledge, and the corre,sponding self-renun-
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ciation, are most prominent features in the book. Hence the testimony is so much the more valuable, and so much the more likely to
influence the inquiring and the inexperienced. In fact, the vein of
humility that marks the work throughout is a striking test of its
genuineness. The numerous sketches from the author's own pen and
pencil add materially to the interest of the narrative.
We cannot deny ourselves the pleasure of quoting the closing remarks,
which are as follows:"Job says, 'My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle.' God gives
the warp and thread of life. We weave the woof across it, and a
sorry web and pattern it is-crooked and marred. Ohrist is our
Example, and we are called to follow Him in faith, hope, and charity,
but our work is feeble and imperfect. Verily we are unprofitable
servants. It is a very soiled work, and grievously below the patternindeed, one blot! Nothing, not the least thing, purely perfect; not a
moment that can stand the accuracy of God's judgment. All is sin;
but (blessed be His holy name!) He does not despise the sorrowful
and contrite heart that trusts in the all-clp,ansing atonement and the
perfect righteousness of the Redeemer.
"Our course from the cradle to the grave is marked with sin and
But how wonderful God's dealings; how merciful our
infirmity.
preservation from danger-through childhood, youth, and age! Evil
on our part; but patience, forbearance, long-suffering, and goodness
from our Heavenly Father in Ohrist. And, after all, how cold are
our hearts; how little real love do we feel towards the holy God for
what He is in Himself, and to His dear Son who died for our sins
on the cross!
"The foregoing reminiscences have been written under difficultygenerally while recumbent. They might be greatly lengthened, almost
every page, and a key given; but this is enough. If they should prove
of interest or profit, instructive or helpful, in any degree, to my fellowcreatures-whether to follow or avoid-let them thank God!"
Spiritttal Gleanings. By THOMAS BRADBURY, Minister of Grove Obapel~
Camberwell. London: Claude Villa, Love Walk, Denmark Hill.
THE author says-" During a lingering and painful illness, this volume
is issued at the bidding of our spiritual Boaz, with fervent prayer
for His blessing to accompany it to the heart of many a toiler in the
trnck of tribulation." The work sweetly savours of Christ, in the allsufficiency of His grace for poor destitute sinners.
The New Biblical Dictionm·y. With many Illustrations; and an Introduction by the Rev. J. F. KITTO, M.A., Rector of St. Mal'Y's, Whitechapel. London: Elliot Stock.
THIS is a very valuable work, and is likely to be exceedingly useful,
not only to Sunday School teachers, for whom it is primarily intended,
but also to many other students and readers of the Holy Scriptures.
Selah; or, The Experiencecl Christian's Trials, Sorrows, ancl Joys. By
ALFRED DYE, Minister of the Gospel. Ely: W. B. Creak.
A BOOK that bears the unmistakable impress of deep spiritual teaching
and heartfelt experience. Much that it contains will prove, we doubt
not,to include maflY "a word in season" to weary souls.
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