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HOLDING ON TO CHRIST.
" Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then
Simon Pete1' answered Him, LOTd, to u-llOln shall we go? Thou hast
the u'ords of eteTnal l[fe. And we believe and aTe SUTe that Th'Ju
aTt that Oh.rist, the Son of the living God."-JoHN vi. 67-69.

"HOLD on," said an infidel teacher to a lady sinking into the
grave, whom he had led to hell. ., Alas!" she shrieked, "you
have left me nothing to which I can hold."
How solemn is the thought of the thousands and tens of thousands who are just in this state-sinking, with nothing to hold
on to; living, as it were, at the edge of a precipice without any
foothold. Ah! the principles of infidelity will not do for a dying
hour, when one is helplessly sinking into eternity. Well may
the Psalmist say, "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no
God." He must be a fool, and nothing short of it. Blinded,
indeed, by the father of lies, and fatally blinded, too; not believing
in the existence of a God, when everything around us demonstates His existence and power. "The meanest insect we see,
the minutest and most contemptible weed we tread upon, is
sufficient to confound atheism," while "The heavens declare the
glory of God; and the firmament showeth His handywork."
We call to remembrance one pronounced infidel who, subtle in
argument and reason, had won during his lifetime many converts
to his fatal principles. The time arrived at last when his
physician told him that his end was near. Summoning up all his
misguided powers, it became his desire that his so-called friends
should see how the principles he had held to in life would
not fail him in death. They gathered around his dying-bed, and,
suppClrted by pillows, the wretched man set his faoe as a flint to
meet the last enemy. Just as the death-pallor overspread his
countenance he threw up his arms, and, shrieking out, " There IS
a God! there IS a God!" fell back on the pillow a corpse. He
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had been leaning on a rotten prop, and now it hurled him into
the pit of destruction. The name "atheist" is from two Greek
words which united imply" without God." Oh, beloved, far from
being without God, you and I can claim Him as our God, and
say and sing from the heart, " God, even our own God, shall bless
us, and we will worship and praise Him." But the character we
have referred to is not to be reckoned in the religious category
at all. Let us for a moment look at instances where, even in
so-called Christflndom, men are holding on to rotten props which
will faiL them in their time of need. For instance, does not
observation thrust upon us the fact that many in our day are
leaning upon and depending upon the Ohurch as their stay? " The
Church, the Church," is their religion. They have been baptized,
and confirmed, and now the sacraments are their dependence.
They would not on any account be absent from "early celebration " Ca term, by the way, imported from Rome), but thil' over,
they throw aside the cloak of religion, and the world and its
pleasures are all their talk. As to spirituality, there is not a
spark of it manifested iD either their conduct or converse. Their
religio~ is the Ohttrch, the Ohurch, and they know nothing
beyond it.
Then, again, it is to be feared a great number are found
leaning upon the cloubiful prop at creature work. It is all work,
work-multiplied meetings attended, and, Dorcas-like, they are
makers of many garments; things to be commended in their
way. But touch upon divine things to them, speak of the new
birth-the regenerating power of the HvIy Ghost-the revelation
of the Lord Jesus Christ to the soul, and such like precious
themes, and you find them silent and tongue-tied; and you
can come to no other conclusion than that their religion is only
superficial, and that they know nothing of vital godliness
within. Many other forms of false dependences present themselves, but we forbear, for we only mention them to introduce
the blessed and hallowed clinging to Him who will never fail
us. "It is better to trust in the Lord, than put any-yes, anyconfidence in man." The right hand of the Lord and the arm of
our God shall have the pre-eminence; and this is what Peter
recognized and realize:! when he said, "Lord, to whom shall we
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life."
Now the circumstances that brought about this precious
declaration are of a very interesting and important character.
"The .Jews murmured at Jesus because He said, I am the
bread which came down from heaven. And they said, Is not
this Jesus, the son of J oseph, whose father and mother we know?
how is it then that He saith, I came down from heaven?
Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur not among
yourselves. No man can come to Me, except the Father which
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sent Me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day."
Declaring, we see, at once His Godhead power, and that He w~s
the living bread which cometh down from heaven, of which .If
any man eat he shall live for ever: "And the bread that I wlll
gi;e is My flesh."
This puzzled them still the more, and
they strove among themselves, saying, "How can this man give
us His flesh to eat?" And now it seems as if the Lord put the
matter even more strongly than before. Then said Jesus unto
them, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh
of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in
you. Whoso eateth My flesb, and drinketh My blood, hath
eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day."
Ah! not merely did these wondrous and mysterious sayings
puzzle the benighted Jews, but many of His disciples, when
they heard this said, "This is a hard saying; who can hear it?
When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples (or followers)
murmured at it, He said unto them, Doth this offend you?
What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where He
was before?" And then adds, to our mind, what is the secret of
all His apparently hard sayings, "It is the spirit that quickeneth ;
the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life." Oh, what a death-blow to
the Romanist and Ritualist, who, in the Lord's Supper, affirm that
the bread and wine are transubstantiated into the very body and
blood of Ohrist, and are so to be eaten. Why do they believe
such a lie? just because they have not laid hold of and realized
our Lord's own declaration concerning the matter. "The words
that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." And
eating His flesh, and drinking His blood, is believing in Him as
thp, true Messiah, the God-Man, and trusting in the efficacy of
the atonement He came to accomplish.
To the Jews all this was mystery, because they were not
enlightened by the Spirit of God; and the same may be said of
many of His followers, for, "From that time many of His disciples
went back, and walked no more with Him. Then su.id Jesus
unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter
answered Him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words
of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that Thou art that
Ohrist, the Son of the living God." Oh, Peter, that is a precious
laying hold! We join you in it with all the fervour of a heart
of love to Jesus. He is our only stay, our only dependence.
We can go to no other, nor do we want any other prop for
And see, beloved, what his declaration
time and eternity.
involves. Oertainly he laid hold, with a living faith, of the fact
that Ohrist was the true Messiah. "We believe, and ara sure, that
Thou art the Christ of God." But beyond this he also laid hold
of the fact that everything necessary to eternal salvation would
K2
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be found in Him-safety and support, succour and solace, strength
and salvation. "Thou hast the words of eternal life." Look at
these points, beloved, to go no further; for verily He is our All
and in all.
The blessedness of holding on to Christ for shelte1' and 81tj>pOI't,
"Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul

Oll

Him."

(A man shall be as an hiding-place from the wind, and a covert
from the tempest, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the
heat, when the blast of one is as a storm against the wall"; and
all this and much more is Christ. What was it that preserved
the Hebrew young men from any hurt in the fiery furnace?
Was it their exemplary character? This was observable by their
enemies, who could find no fault with regard to their religion
because it was not mere profession, but possession and practice; but
this was not the cause of their safety. Was it that they set their
faces against the idolatrous practices by which they were sur·
rounded, and would not fall down and worship the golden
image? No; although this was a blessed firmness, it was not the
oause of their preservation. Was it their faith, with which they
were assured their God would work for them and deliver them
from all peril? No; this was precious faith, but it was not the
oause of their remaining unhurt. The cause was the Presence of
Jesus. The fourth, like unto the Son of Man, was there with
them in the furnace of trial, and there could be no destruction
while He was there.
And then, in gaining spiritual support for the soul in Ohrist,
how blessed is the p1'6ached Word; how we sigh for it and long
for it. What is it that constitutes times of refreshing to soul·
burdened and depressed ones in the Lord's family? Eloquence?
fine orations? man's sentiments? No, indeed, these tellings are
as husks that fall from the swine's trough. Times of refreshing
from the presence of the Lord are when Jesus Ohrist is " preached
unto you" (Acts iii. 20). In these days of multiplied schools
of thought, so called, the child of God often knows what it is to
come out of church or chapel with drooping head as he exclaims,
cc No Ohrist! no Christ! " and as to the Holy Ghost, "We have not
so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost" ; but let Jesus
be faithfully preached, His Word unfolded truthfully and experimentally, His work of salvation set forth in all its fulness and
completeness, His Person glorified, then the Holy Spirit accompanies with His own unction and power to the soul, and the
depressed and downcast lifts up his head with joy, smiles through
his tears, and goes on his way rejoicing. What a difference it is
when there is this holding on to Christ, and feeling, "Lord, to
whom. Rhall we ~o? Thou nast the words of eternal life."
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And then we lay hold of Ohrist {lS our divine SUCCOZl1' and Solace.
Ah! and is He not blessedly so in times of trouble and heaviness? When the soul is cast down, who else can lift it up?
When the heart is bowed, who else can give divine consolation
and comfort? When we get into a low place, who can mfl.ke that
low place glow with glory light but Jesus? To whom can we
go but unto Him? Peter was right; we know it, and have felt
it. Especially is He the solace of the bereaved. When we have
felt the wrench of parting with those we love, what can make up
the loss or fill up the gap but the presence of Ohrist, the Abiding
One, who is near when all else is distant. Well, whether it be
the blow of bereavement or the depression of trial, Jesus is the
only One who can console and comfort.
" Ah! whither could we flee for aid,
When tempted, desolate, dismayed?
Or how the hosts of hell defeat,
Had suffering saints no meny-seat ?"

Jesus is our "Mercy-seat," and we get peace and rest there.
And then, while thinking of our blessed Lord as the source of
divine solace to His people, how sweet it is to think of Him in
the character of "The Oonsolation of His spi'l'itual Israel" -the One
who is expected, and will fill up all gaps, and unfold Himself in
all His truth and fulness. Dear old Simeon waited long for the
Oonsolation of Israel, but, although it was long waiting, it was
not final disappointment. Oh, no. He saw Him; he recognized
Him; he embraced Him in the arms of love, and desired to
dwell with Him for ever. And so with all the Lord's loving and
waiting ones, He will prove Himself to be "The Oonsolation of
Israel." And then not merely this, that our expectation will not
be in vain, but He is now, every day and all the day, a very
present help and consolation to His elect, proving Himself to be
their divine solace.. We go to Him, we run to Him, we lift up
our souls to Him; and faith gains such revelations of His love,
that it does greatly comfort us in the midst of much to discomfort. He is the Ounsolation of Israel now. To whom can we go
but unto I-Em? He is everything to our souls.
"From every stormy wind that blows,
From every swelling tide of woes,
There is a calm, a sure retreat;
'Tis found beneath the mercy-s~at."

And I think nothing brings greater solace to the soul than
holding on to Ohrist in loved union. And why this union of love?
vVe only reply, "I cannot tell, for there was nothing in me to
love; and my cry and my creed and my confidence you have in
those familiar lines-
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"And when I'm t'J die, 'Receive me,' I'll cry,
'For Jesus hath loved me, I cannot tell why;'
This one thing I find, we two are so joined,
He'll not live in glory, and leave me behind."

"0 Daniel, greatly beloved!" but why? The only reply we
can give is, that it was in the deep purpose and will of our
God to love us, and we must leave with Him the reason why.
And where there is love there i8 union, and spiritually we are
linked with Christ in an indissoluble oneness, that earth and
hell can never sever. "My Beloved is mine, and I am His."
Oh, the solace, the joy, the comfort in such an assurance, and
He bids us believe it without fear and trembling.
And now we think of the blessadness of 7wlding on to Ohrist for
stren.qth and salvation.
"Behold, God is my salvation; I will
trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord J ehovah is my strength
and my song; He also has become my salvation." We have, like
Jnnah, to go down into the depths to learn this sweet lesson, but
sooner or later we prove it true. One can but be struck with
how the dying Ohristian is brought to this-Christ all my salvation. Sects, denominations, parties, establishments-what is it all
to such then? They care for none of these things and earth-made
differences. Christ is all their salvation, and I am sure He is all
their st1'engilz, for they are brought to perfect weakness. However
they have been llrone to wander during the pilgrimage, they are
driven now to Christ in the greatest simplicity and nothingness.
Thus, though it may seem a feeble holding on, it will prove a
precious and glorious linking that will never know a severance.
But, speaking of other dependences during life, we ha,e dwelt
upon false props wbich so many rest upon; but is tbere not such
a thing in the very family of God, of His uhild sometimes looking
away from Christ to the creature, and for the time, at all events,
looking to some earthly thing or person that will assuredly fail
him? What mean these words to our point, "For thus saith the
Lord God, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall
ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength:
and ye would not, But ye said, No; for we will flee upon
horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, We will ride upon the swift;
therefore shall they that pursue you be swift. One thousand shall
flee at the rebuke of one; at the rebuke of five shall ye flee: till
ye be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain, and as an
ensign on a hill" (Isaiah xxx. 15, 16). You see, beloved, shame and
confusion must result in putting any confidence in creature strength
and sufficiency. And yet, in spite of our folly and rebellion, do
notice how the Lord determines to bless (verse 18), "And therefore will the Lord wait, that He may be gracious unto you; and
therefore will He be exalted, that He may have mercy upon you."
As if He actually waited for His child to have his run of folly
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and foolishness, that he might prove fur himself or herself the
utter failure of such a course, and then break in upon them at
the nick of extremity, and save and bless in such a way that
His own dear name may be exalted.
And now, in coming to a close, we mention three things drawn
from onr subjectI. Something that is sw'e, amidst so much that is ttncertain. Peter,
responding to our Lord, said, " We believe anel are sure that Thou
ad the Ohrist, the Son of the living Gael."
Yes, beloved, we are
certain of nothing in this world, but we may say, " We believe
and are sure of everything concerning Ohrist," but, alas! while
we ale perfectly sure, and have a true faith with respect to the
object, we are not always so fully assureu of our interest in Him,
and it is to be observed how frequently this is the case even
with aged Ohristians. One would think they had such abounding proofs of their securit.y in Him, throughout the pilgrimage of
life, and such evidences of their being vessels of mercy, that all
doubts and fears about the matter would cease: but no ; we find
them saying, "I hope I am a child of grace," "I trust I am not
deceived," and the like expressions; and yet, while they lack
assurance themselves, those who know them best have not the
shadow of a doubt of their safety for heaven. Well, beloved, if
such should be reading our words, let me ask you, " Where is your
hold for eternity? Do you not know something of the hallowed
clinging to Christ we have referred to? Oh, then, let me assure you,
in spite of all your misgivings, none cling to Him and are lost.

n. We elraw from our subject thp. fuct that, it was the failing
one who was the fotemost in the expression of his love anel aelherence
to Jesus.
"Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go

away?
Then Bimon Peter answered Him, I.Jord, to whom
can we go 1" "&c. As if he implied, " We cannot go to any mortal
man, to natural religion, to ceremonial services. We cannot go
to Scribes and Pharisees, whose leaven, or doctrine, is false and
deceitful; nor can we even go to John the Bapti~t, who declared
that he was not the Christ. No; recognising Thee, and Thee
only, as the true Messiah, there is no other mediator between
God and man of any aV9.il; no other fountain opened for
polluted souls to wash in but Thy precious blood; no other
refuge for poor tried and tempted souls to flee to; no other
where hungry ones can be fed: Thou art the bread of life: no
other rest for the weary and heavy-burdened, but upon Thyself."
Ah! when we can grasp experimentally and feelingly this fact,
no other, and Ohrist All and in all, we cannot be wrong'.
HI. And then we draw from our subject, that a faith',q hold of
Olltist )J 1'0 l'es that He hl1s an almighty holel of us.
Our hold
may oft-times be feeble, but His hold is always onmipotent, and
secures our salvation and glorification. Was He our beginning,
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beloved? then He will be our ending, and glory will complete
what grace has begun. I go as far as to believe, for I have
personally proved it, that Ohrist held me fast in my dfLYs of
uoregeneracy, when I knew nothing or little about Him. He
held me because I was an elect vessel of mercy; He watched
over me because I was His own; and since He brought me by
the revelation of His love and mercy to know Him and love
Him too, He has never for a moment left His omnipotent
hold of me, nor will He until He lands me safely in heaven, to
share His glory with Him, and give Him all the praise. Methinks
I hear a dubious one saying, "Dangerous doctrine! dangerous
doctrine!" Would to God, friend, you could try it. You would
!ind your feet upon that Rock, which would never sink undm' you.
.Just a closing thought, drawn from our subject, namely, the
test and triumph of the redeemed on earth.. What is it? "And I
looked," said the beloved John, in his heavenly ,ision, "and, la,
a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with Him an hundred
forty and four thousand, having His Father's name written in
their foreheads.
And I heard a voice from hefLven, as the voice
of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I
heard the voices of harpers, harping with their harps: and they
sung as it were a new song before the throne." But who are
these joyous ones, and how may they be recognized? ~ ate.
beloved, "These are they which follow the Lamb u;hithfrSOeU)'
He goeth."
These were redeempd from ((,})WIlf/ men, heing the
first fruits unto God and the Lamb. Some say these are the
saved Jews; <:>thers hold a different opinion. I care not to
cavil about it. Here is my point; John saw them in heaven,
and these two things marked their character and course: they
had followed the Lamb OD earth and into heaven; they had
been the redeemed from among men, and now were glorified
in the presence of the Lamb. Now apply our subject to their
joy. "Then said Jesus unto the twelve, ,Vill ye also go
away?" No, no, indeed, Lord; we will follow Thee through thick
and thin, through good report and evil report; for, "To whom can
we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and
are sure that Thou art that Ohrist, the Son of the living God."
Here then is our closing- mercy. Such who have followed
Ohrist as the Uhrist of God, and have believed in Him to the
saving of their souls, will most assuredly follow Him into heaven.
" Christ ever will defend
'rhe people of His choice;
He loves them without end,
And in them does rejoice:
For them He shed His precioU!'l blood,
Anil will present them all to God."
THE

E DlTOR.
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CHARGING GOD FOOLISHLY.
"In all this Job sinned not, nOT chm'ged God joolishly."-JoB i. 22.
DEAR reader, can we say, under sore distress and deep trial, "In all
this I sinned not, nor charged God foolishly" 1 Can we look back
and recount times when we were so firm in faith and standing, that
we believed every mysterious providence of God, even bitter privation
and permitting, was all right and well 1 We fear such triumphant
moments under trial have been few and far between, although they
may have come in the afteTwaTds of matured fruitfulness. Nay, if we
are honest with our own souls, must we not acknowledge that this has
been more like our experience" Once I thought my mountain strong,
Firmly fixed, no more· to move;
Then Thy grace was all my song,
Then my soul was filled with love.
Those were happy, golden days,
Sweetly spent in prayer and praise.
"Little then myself I knew,
Little thought of Sa.tan's power;
Now I find friends' words were true,
Now I feel the stormy hour.
Sin has put my joys to flight;
Sin has changed my day to night"?
Has not tbis, beloved, been rather, "The sighing of the prisoners" 1
and yet, with it all, has there not been the sweet solace in the
certainty of triumph, as you have appealed to the Lord, and argued
with Him thus" Satan asks, and mocks my woe,
'Boaster, where is now thy God?'
Silence, Lord, this cruel foe:
Let him know I'm bought with blood;
Tell him, since I know Thy name,
Though I change, Thou art the same"?
These reflections have rolled into my mind, as I found myself
pausing over the passage which heads our flowings. "In all tbis Job
sinned not, nor charged God foolishly." Now there is no doubt that
Job was a most rare and remarkable man. He was a wealthy man,
as far as this world's possessions go, and he was a happy man in his
family, but, beyond and above all, he was a Christian man; this we
gather from the Lord J ehovah's own testimony concerning him, uttered
to the great enemy of our souls: "And the Lord said unto Satan,
Hast thou considered My servant Job, that there is none like him in
the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth evil 1"-characteristics which cannot be found in the mere
natural man. Satan, envious of his happiness, and seeing in such a
man an opportunity for a mark··d triumph of' his power, accuseth
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Job's religion to God as being ouly mercenary. "Then Satan answered
the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought 1 Hast not Thou
made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that ~e
hath on every side 1 Thou hast blest the work of his hands, and hIS
substance is increased in the land. But put forth Thine hand now.
and touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face."
Satan obtains permission from God to do the mischief which is in his
vile heart; and, to my mind, the Lord J ehovah grants him this chain's
length-yes, chain'8 length; £01' remember, beloved, while his malice is
boundless, his power is limited-we say the Lord grants him His "thus
far shalt thou go and no farther," to bring out a standing proof to
the end of time, that grace shall conquer; an heir of salvation, whatever adversity he may be plunged into, shall never be lost, aud Satan
shall be at last finally and fatally defeated. And what is it all for 1
that God in all be magnified. Here, then, we have the three on the
battle-field-the Lord J ehovah, His servant Job, and Satan, the father
of lie.. We will watch the fight with interest-nay, more than watch;
methinks we know in measure somewhat of its reality in personal
experience.
See, Satan goes to work. These old patriarchs were owners of
land, and the first thing Satan touches-yea, is permitted to blast-is
the jann pj'oducts and l]j·ospects. "And there was a day when his sons
and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest
brother's house" (who, it would seem, had his own house in some
part of the extensive property). "There came a messenger unto Job,
and said, The oxen were ploughing, and the asses feeding beside
them: and the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea,
they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only
am escaped alone to tell thee." Here was a grand sweep! no oxen,
no ploughing, no servants, no putting in the seed; no sowing, no
reaping; and here was the once flourishing and fertile land reduced
to dreary desolation. Thorns and thistles, tares and weeds covering
all, a weary and wild wilderness, which had been so green and
lovely. And Job, upheld by divine grace, stands with folded arms,
and, strengthened by faith, calmly surveys the scene, and in it
"sinned not, nor changed God foolishly."
At it again--blow suc~eeding blow-Satan now tries his power
upon Job's wealth. These old patriarchs' wealth consisted of camels,
sheep, and oxen; and we are told that of camels alone, Job possessed
at first three thousand, and after the days of his adversity had
passed away, six thousand. While this first messenger was speaking
to Job, "There came another, and said, The fire of God is fallen
from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and
consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee." Here was
a fell sweep! No sheep; the poor man was at once reduced from
plenty to poverty, but yet he repines not; with folded arms he
ponders over his position as reduced to beggary, and "sins not, nor
charges God foolishly."
At it again Satan! you must have Jelt foiled to see the power of
sustaining grace aud the like precious faith of. God's elect. We have
said the patriarch's wealth consisted of camels, sheep, and oxen.
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Satan has employed means to destroy the oxen and sheep, and now
he lays hands upon the camels. While the second messenger was
speaking to Job, a third comes and tells him that the Chaldeans fell
upon the camels, and had slain the servants with the edge of the
sword, and he only had escaped to tell him. Three thousand camels
swept away; and the loss seems to be augmented when we consider
that the Arab venerated his camel, as the gift of heaven, as a sacred
animal, without whose aid he could neither subsist, trade, nor travel.
But while Job, in the terrible stripping work he had to endure,
had grace given him to enable him to stand calm and bear up
wonderfully, and in it all to sin not, nor charge God foolishly; yet we
can hardly think he sustained such a firm standing in his after trials
and temptations. Undoubtedly he met the specious arguments of his
false comforters boldly and with words of wisdom. Still he bad his
sinkings, and no wonder; he would not have been mortal if he had
not; as, for instance, when, conscious of his vileness, he declares he
will lay his hand upon his mouth, and will proceed no further. It
would seem that he desired to do so, not altogether in contrition of
heart, but with a good deal of peevishness; for the Lord answered
him out of the whirlwind, and bade him gird up his loins like a man;
"I will demand of thee, and answer thou Me. . . . 'ViIt thou
disannul My judgment 1 Wilt thou condemn Me, that thou mayest
be righteous 1" &c. Evidently here in condemning God-for this is
the Lord's charge against him-poor Job had sinned, and charged God
foolishly. And we believe that this is left upon record for pc>or
feeble-faith ones, who feel how far short they are of Job's firmness
and faith under sore trial. No, no; Job was but mortal, and, but for
the grace of God and the mercy of God, could never have maintained
the standard he did: but with all failings and faintings, he was a
blessed man, and throughout the Lord never forsook him; and when
the cup of his sorrow was full, then was the time for Him to work
for him, which He did mercifully and mightily, bringing him to that
blessed confession of heart and spiritual knowledge: "Oh, I have
uttered things that I understood not; things too wonderful for me,
wbich I knew not. . . . I bave beard of Thee by the hearing of the ear:
but now mine eye seeth Tbee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in
dust and ashes." "And tbe Lord turned the captivity of Job, and
gave him twice as much as he had before, blessing his latter end
more than the beginning." Oh, beloved, are thy trials and sorrows
deep, mysterious and depressing 1 The Lord has a purpose of grace
and 10vA in them all, depend upon it. He will never allow Satan to
destroy an elect vessel of mercy, but only to afflict as far as it shall
bring prosperity of soul, and peace and plenty at last. J ob knew of
a secret and better dependence than this. Still, when the vast tracts
of country which these patriarchs possessed, bad to be traversed, the
value of the camels to them was great; and so swift were they, that
ail the armies in the world would perish in the attempt to pursue
them; and it became a saying, "Blest with their camels, the Arabs
not only want for nothing, but they fear nothing." And when we
add to this the source of weahh they must bave been in trading, it
was a terrible crush for poor Job when told that his camels were all
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swept away; and nothing but the sustaining grace of God could have
kept him calm under such untoward circumstances.
And now what next, Satan 1 Oh, methinks I see his vile grin as
he replies, " We'll see. I know he deeply loves his children, to
touch them will touch the tenderest chords of his heart. I'll go to
work in that quarter, and then see whether Job serves God fur
nought." So it was, that while the last messenger was yet speaking,
"There came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were
eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: and, behold,
there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four
corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are
dead j and I only am escaped alone to tell thee." By which expression
we infer, Job's daughters, as well as his sons, lie crushed and dead
under the ruins of the house. Oh, what a picture! poor Job looking
from his now desolate house-presuming, as we have said, he had
one apart from his eldest son's house, which may have been at a
distant part of the extensive property-looking across to the heap of
ruins, under which his dear ones were prostrate in the embrace of
death. "Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head,
and fell down upon the ground, and "-did what? cursed? Nay, nay"and wO'rshipped and said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and
naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the Lord. In all this Job sinned not,
nor charged God foolishly."
Now, Satan, who has thus far triumphed-Jab's God or Job's
enemy ~ and yet the vile foe went to work again, and mixing with
the worshippers of God-which was, "nd is, his constant practice-he
gains a second intercourse with the Most High Himself.
"And the
Lord said, Hast thou considered My servant Job, that here is none
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God,
and escheweth evil ~ and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou
movedst Me against him, to destroy him without cause. And Satan
answered the Lord, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath
will he give for his life" (a truism we observe again and again).
"But put forth Thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and
he will curse Thee to Thy face. And the Lord [deep in purpose and
divine sovereignty] said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand" ;
(mark, that is his bone and flesh); "but save his life" (that is in
Mine hand, and thou shalt not touch it). "S went Satan forth from
the presence of the Lord, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole
of his foot unto his crown." Oh, dear reader, this was a trial! If we
get one boil on any part of the body, we writhe, and, I fear, often
repine and rebel; but think of painful boils from the sole of his feet
to the crown of his head, so that "he took him a potsherd to scrape
himsel£ withal; and he sat down among the ashes." We often see in
the farm-yard the fowls burying themselves deep in ashes to ease them
of flesh irritation, but fancy a fellow-man in such a painful state that
he too sits among ashes and scrapes himsel£ with a potsherd to try
and get some relief. But, alas! his heart now suffers a deeper wound
still. Where is his wifil, the companion of his days, she who ought
now to have been by his side to comfort him in his affiiction, and
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cheer his drooping spirits ~ is she faithful ~ is she true ~ Alas! the very
contrary. "Then said his wife unto him, D,Jst thou still retain thine
integrity 1 C1L1"Se God and die. But he said unto her, Thou speakest
as one of the foolish women speaketh. What ~ shall we receive good
as the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil ~ In all this did
not Job sin with his lips."
But now we would pause, for here seems to stand out the triumph
of divine grace and the foiling of the tempter's power, as God meant
it should be. Job, eminent for his faith in his God, and the uprightness of his character and conduct-rich, as far as this world's goods
go, and happy in his family-becomes the envy of Satan, who, accusing
him of a religion of only a mercenary standing, obtains permission of
God to try him and tempt him-to afflict him in his property, family,
soul, and body, till reduced to the deepest distress. But did he
conquer and crush ~ No, indeed. Grace divine and the God of grace
stood by Job-as He does by everyone of His elect-and Satan was
confuted, and God in all magnified.
Again we ask, Did Job, after his entire stripping of everything near
and dear to him, and of all his wealth, still remain in his integrity,
and was never found charging God foolishly ~ If he did, he would
stand out as divine and not human, and as an angel rather than a
man, and his case would form a stumbling-block to the Lord's poor
and afflicted family; for where is the man or woman to be found who
bear all their afflictions without a murmur, or without a hard thought
of God ~ But we are assured from the Scriptures that this was not
the case, and that Job proved:himself to be mortal as all others; hence
we find him opening his mouth and saying, "Let the day perish
wherein I was born . . . . let that day be darkness; let not God
regard it from above, neither let the light shine upon it" (Job iii.
3, 4). At another time, referring to the Almighty, he says, "Let
Him take His rod away from me, and let not His fear terrify me:
then would I speak, and not fear Him."
And again, "My soul
is weary of my life; I will leave my complaint upon myself;
I will speak in the bitterness of my soul" (Job x. 1). And further,
he exclaims, "Oh that I were as in months past, as in the days when
God preserved me," &c. And then, in very strong rebellion, similar
to that manifested by Jeremiah, he says, " I cry unto Thee, and Thou
dost not hear me: I stand up, and Thou regardest me not. Tho2L aTt
become cruel to rne: with Thy strong hand Thou opposest Thyself against
me'" (Job xxx. 20, 21). This, we think, is sufficient to show us that
after all Job was but mortal-that having experienced God's love and
favour in Ohrist, he is amazed at His severity, and vents his grief in
strong and rebellious words. Well, well! the appointed time of relief,
joy, and comfort comes. His poor human comforters are all silenced;
Elihu, who has spoken more temperately and wisely, also has ended
his converse with him; and now the Lord J ehovah manifests Himself
to him in majesty and glory, graciously passes over His servant's
weakness, acquits him of hypocrisy and condemns his friends, and at
last recovers and raises him to double prosperity, honour, and
happiness.
Oh, what lessons we learn from such a history, left upon record
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for the good of all the Lord's tried and tempted people, from the
time it was written to the present, and on to the end! Oertainly we
see from the telling narrative1. That Satan is Ct pm'son, and a powmjul one too: the Almighty
talked with him: that he came to Him for permission to do the
apparent evil that fell upon Job, tempting and tormenting the Lord's
servant, and going as far as God suffered him, but no farther.
n. It is clear that the best servants of God may have manifold,
deep, and trying affiictions j not so much to punish them, as to purify
them, and for the l1'ial of their faith.
"Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Bebind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."
Ill. That vain is the help of man. Prostrate and in the dust, what
an utter failure were the arguments of his false comforters! Their
advice, too, was all beside the mark, and their counsel only calculated to add to his misery. It is to the Lord Jesus alone we can go
in the hour of trial and adversity.
IV. Hold on, beloved-the end will clear all1tp. God will break in upon
the troubled heart, and prove, in His own time, that all He has done
has been in love.
Many, many more lessons might be gathered from this history, all
tending to make us astonished at the way in which God works the
purposes of His love and grace.
One thought more and we close our meditation. We believe that
the whole history of Job is designed to direct OUT hearts and minds
to the suffering but exalted Saviour, whom Job resembles in so many
circumstances. Jesus was rich, "and yet for our sakes became poor."
He was envied, hated, and tempted of the devil. He was affiicted,
forsaken, reviled, and persecuted. " He eame to:;Bis own, and His own
received Him not." And, on the cross, not merely rejected by men,
but endured the hiding of His Father's countenance in the deepest
and darkest of His trials. Yet it was finished j the conflict was
ended, and, bursting the trammels of the tomb, He rose triumphant.
Oh, beloved, may we trust the Lord Jehovah, who cannot err in
His purposes and plans, contrary as they may be to human calculation; and may we believe that His providences and permittings are
to meeten us for the inheritance with the saints in light, and to
prepare us to dwell in His presence for ever.
Burton-on-Trent.
G. O.

EVERY soul that is saved, is saved by the Blessed Trinity.
Before
one single lost child of man can be brought home to God, it is
needful that the Father should send, the Son should come, and the
Holy Ghost should breothe,- in other words, there must be a display
of the grace of the Lord Jesus, and the love of God, and a communication of the Holy Spirit.-F. Harpm\
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WELL-SPRINGS.
"And the time dnw nigh that Israel m1lst die: and he called his son
Joseph, and said 1mto him, If now I have fou'11cl gmce in thy sight, put,
I pray thee, thy hccnd 'IJJ1ule1' my thigh, and deal kindly nnr], tnlly with me;
bw'y me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: but I uill lie with my fClthers, and
thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bwry me in thei1' burying-place. And
lw said, I will do as thou hast sClid. A ncl he said, Swear unto me.
And he swan unto him. And Ismel bowed himself upon the bed's head."GENESIS xlvii. :!9-31.

A TOUCHING scene is that where, after Israel's death, his son, the
ruler of the Egyptian household, is seen weeping for his beloved and
venerated father. "And J oseph fell upon his father's face, and wept
upon him, and kissed him. And J oseph commanded his servants the
physicians to embalm his father." And then, when the days of his
mourning were ended, he seeks to carry out his father's request that
his bones might not rest in Egypt. This request Israel had emphatically
repeated to his other sons also (see chapter xlxix. 29). Embued with
the same hope, and strengthened in the like precious faith, J oseph, at
his death, makes the same request: " Ye shall carry my bones from
hence"; and nearly two hundred years afterwards, Moses took took the
bones of J oseph with him, for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel,
saying, "God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones
away hence with you." Now we see that whilst they were placed in
Egypt, they were not there without the appointing hand of their God.
It is one thing to go of our own choice, and another to be taken into
the midst of uncongenial worldly positions in life. When Jacob was
about to be taken to Egypt, God said to him, "Fear not to go down
into Egypt, for there I will make of thee a great nation." There was
a direct command to go, and where God has a purpose and plan for
thus sending His serrants, be assured they may rest in expected blessing.
Thus Jacob went, fulfilling the command of his God, and left a
blessing behind him. Though in Egypt, yet he was not of it. Canaan
was their land of inheritance and promisp, and they lived the Canaan
life, whilst, by God's providence, they were placed in an idolatrous
land, for they neither mingled with the people, nor learned their
ways. We thus see the character of the Christian depicted-in the
world, yet not of it. "Keep yourselves unspotted from the world,"
says the Apostle; and, again, "Walk circumspectly, not as fools."
But, say you, God directly promised Israel that he should be brought
out again, and he lived there seventeen years, and then died there.
Israel was the father of a great nation, and, as a nation, God promised
and performed deliverance for them. "And Israel dwelt in the land
of Egypt . . . . and grew and multiplied exceedingly." They went
down into Egypt seventy persons; and Moses, rehearsing the way the
Lord had led them, says, "And now the Lord hath made thee as
the stars of heaven for multitude." This was what had troubled
Pharaoh. "The people of the children of Israel," said he, "are more

144

The Gospel Magazine.

and mightier than we .. ' And he went about to decrease their num bel's
by putting the male children to death; but God ever has, will, and
does preserve a people to His praise and glory. And Jacob was
gathered to his people. He died, and han appointed his buryingplace: "In the cave that is in the field of Machpelab, which is before
Mamre, in the land of Oanaan, which Abraham bought with the field
of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a burying-place. There they
buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and
Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah." Jacob had buried
Rachel in the way to Ephrath, for she died, as you remember, whilst
they were journeying, and so this was sufficient to account for her
being thus buried. We read of three burials in the 35th chapter.
Poor J acob! he had his trials and heart-rendings; and yet, after this,
God shines into his soul and calls him Israel, putting honour upon
him, and reminding him of His promise, "I will make of thee a great
nation." Now, at Rachel's grave, Jacob being but a sojourner and
traveller, could only raise a pillar over his beloved wife; she for
whom he had patiently served and waited. It was a stone of remem brance, an Ebenezer, a memorial of God's goodness and mercy
throughout a long and chequered life; and there he laid her to rest,
leaving her in hope of a glorious re·union, where partings are no more
known. Yes, lay the precious body down in God's ground. There let
it Test till the resurrection trump shall sound, and the dead in Ohrist
arise. Do you sometimes sing in glad anticipation"My flesh shall slumber in the ground,

Till the last trumpet's call shall sound;
Then burst her bonds, in glad surprise,
And in her Saviour's image rise"?
They shall be gathered one by one into the fold. G:Jd's elect sball
be called together from all points of the universe, scattered abruad to
be gathered together to His own family inheritance. In grace it is
so.
One may be scattered by sin and its dreadful consequences, but
gathered by grace and its blessed results, and much more so in glory.
Is not this comfort, such as none other can give to a mourner's heart 7
It may be a dear one has died far away from home and kindred, and,
trom force or circumstances, the body has been laid to rest in a foreign
land.
God's set time bad come; unexpected, in many cases. They
may have gone from home in quest of health, research, or travel, and
there have received the summons. The fast failing voice has been
heard to utter, "Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty. They
shall behold the land tbat is very far off." Is it the fair land their
earthly vision has been revelling in 7 Oh no j far beyond earth's most
beauteous scenes is "the land that is very far off," yet nearing by faith's
vision, and that stranger in a strange land has passed away from their
midst j and whilst a simple stone or mound may mark his memory there,
God has not forgotten him. His body rests in hope of a glorious
resurrection. His soul is now enjoying the endless sunshine of the
King Emmanuel's land.
The Ipsson we learn from all this i~, beloved, a looking forwardan expectatioll that beyond these fleeting, changing scenes of time -yea,
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beyond all this goodly land of mercies and goodness whiLh have
followed and abounded in and for us-God has our best possessions
yet in store for us, and we are kept, preserved to "an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you." God had said to His servant, "I will surely bring thee up again,"
and though J acob die~ in Egypt, he staggers not at the promise nevertheless. "These all died in faith, not having received the promises."
There were some Valiant-hearts and Great-faiths in those days, who
could stagger not when they received the promise without its fulfilment! Is your faith oft-times shaking and shivering ~ Does it stagger
you that "the5e all died, not having received the promises "~ Precious
Have you a
negatives! when God gives the soul her consummation.
dear one at home with the Lord ~ and is your heart chafed with
sorrow with their absence, longing for one more word, one more sweet
look, one more touch of a vanished hand? I know it is. But just
put together all the pains, sufferings, trials, tears, heart sorrows, partings, shortcomings, wanderings, and all they passed through in this
time-state, and then affix Heaven's "No more" to them. Precious
negatives! which sink the scale into Heaven's fulness of blessing, and
that throughout eternity. And remember, the patriarchs were still
looking for the Messiah. We have seen Jesus, the born, dying, risen,
glorified Saviour. His God had told J acob to fear not to go down
into Egypt, where He would make of him a great nation, and would
surely bring him up again. And, as though bearing this in mind, in
the blessing of his SOilS, he suddenly breaks off whilst speaking of
Dan, that warlike, ferocious, unpeaceable tribe, with a sort of
parenthesis, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord." Ah! Jacob,
and so have many more of thy heaven-bound company. Amid the
perplexities, contrarieties, cares, and concerns, which seem to be utterly
different to what we had expected to meet with in our journey to
Canaan, how many times have we to halt suddenly, and with upraised hearts and eyes to say, "I have waited for Thy salvation, 0
Lord"; and, beloved, if He still tarry, wait for Him. He shall surely
come who is all thy salvation and all thy desire. Like good old
Simeon, thou shalt see the fulfilment of the promise, and say, "Lord,
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation." . That is the Christian's sunset glow at even. That is God's
fulfilment of His promised light at eventide. A glory lights the sky
that is soon to be shaded by the gloom of night on earth. The soul of
the dying Christian is illumined with some ray of glory caught from
the bright world upon which their spirit is so soon to enter; and, with
faith's vision keen for the celestial, as their eye is dimmed to terrestrial
things, those who stand by may catch the word~, weakened by the
fast declining strength, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart
Precious hope of
in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
immortality, which shall endure when all things else have passed away!
"His portion, all that God can grant," is the soul's fruition in glory.
Here, groaning, travailing, burdened; there, bliss unalloyed. Here,
sorrow and sighing; there, singing and rejoicing. Here, dying;
there, endless immortality. In faith Jacob takes it that even his
bones are precious in the sight of the Redeemer, and they shall not
L
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be permitted to mingle with the idolatrous nation. In faith we know
the bodies of our preciolls dead are holy in His sight, and that their
dust shall be gathered together at the last trumpet's sonnd, and the
dead shall be raised an incorruptible, glorious body. We shall be
changed. No wonder Paul speaks of it as " a p'eat mystery." Nevertheless, God who hath spoken, will also do it.
"Firm as His throne His promise stands,
And He can well secure
What I've committed to His hands,
Till the decisive hour.
"Thfn will He own my worthless name
Before His Fat her's face,
And in the new Jerusalem
Assign my soul a place."
R.

A FULL AND A FREE SALVATIO;\.
"Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God through Jesus
Ch1'ist."-RoivIANS v. i.
(Concluded

j1"O?n

pCL[je 85.)

OUR text is a witness of the marvellous grace of J ehovah as contained in the immutable covenant of His everlasting love to His
people; wherefore, my poor fellow-traveller in the narrow way, "Gird
up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the
grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ." Remember, the crown Jesus wore here was a crown of
thorns, and He is not now an idle spectator to all the sorrows, trials,
and distresses that you meet with Oy the way. He could say, in the days
of His flesh, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have
m'sts, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay Bis head." In your
poverty, He can sympathize with~you in your sorro\\'; He can comfort
you in your distresses j He can relieve you in your affiiet.ions; He can
support you in your temptations; He can sustain you against all your
enemies; He can and will defend you, for Be has said, "My sheep
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of My hand."
"And He that whispers pardoned sin,
Was never known to lie.
"We claim no merit of our own,
But self,c"ndemned before Thy throne,
Our hopes on Jesus place.
In heart, in lip, in life depraved,
Our theme shall be a sinner saved,
And praise redeeming grace."
Oh, I would like to bring before your mind the fulness of this
gracious Redeemer! He was born of a woman, that you might be
born again of God; He died and rose again, that you might live also;
He is gone into heaven, wearing the priestly garments of salvation for
you, that He may communicate to you the unsearchable riches of His
grace, and give you meat from His altar that the world knows not
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of; and, to make all things work together for your good, He is constant in His watchfulness over you, always attentive to your necessities,
and never loses sight of your enemies; has His eye upon all their
schemes and plots against you; remembers all your weaknesses, so that
no fatal harm shall happen to you from them. Your signs and groans
enter His heart, and draw forth His compassion towards you. Your
tears He puts into His bottle, and gives you to drink of the wine of
the cup of His consolations. He it is that keeps the "oil of joy for
mourners," and gives "the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness"; that you should draw water from His well, and not your own;
that you should seek wisdom at His hands, and not trust your own;
that you should be girded with His strength, and not rely upon your
own; for He it is that "giveth power to the faint, and to them that
have no might He increaseth strength," that men should glory in
Him, and not in themselves. He is the Light of the world, for men
to walk in; the Sun of Righteousness, to cheer and animate our affections towards Himself.
Oh, beware lest men seduce you from the simplicity which is in
Ohrist Jesus, and you for a time forsake the fountain of living waters,
and seek refreshing from the polluted streams of human tradition.
It is a true saying of a wise man, that"None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good."
And it is as true after conversion as before. "Prove all things, and
hold fast that which is good"; for the powers of heaven shall yet be
shaken, and if you have sought refuge anywhere else beside Jesus Ohrist,
the Rock of Ages, your hiding-place will not be sufficient to shelter you
from the wrath of God and the Lamb.
"Oh, beware of fondly thinking
God acceptfl thee. for thy tears!
Are the shipwrecked saved by sinking?
Can the ruined rise by fears?"
Oh, that God may, by His Holy Spirit, stir up our hearts to a more
lively sense of the great and gracious blessings He has given us in
the Son of His love, that our affections may be more and more set
upon Him, and our hearts more drawn after Him; so that we may
seek more and more to know Him in the power of His resurrection,
and rejoice with Him in the fellowship of His sufferings.
"Trials may press of every sort;
They may be sore, they must be short;
And soon in glory we shall view
The greater glories God can show."
There never was a time when we had more need to write or speak for
the comfort and edification of God's poor despised and afflicted people
than the present, for everything appears as though it was shifting from
its foundations; but however much human foundations may be shaken,
the foundation upon which the sure mercies of David are based i"
L 2
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immovable, for it "Standeth sure, having this seal; The Lord knoweth
them that are His." The words of the poet are blessedly true"To shake this rock Thy saints are in,
Tempest and storm shall ne'er prevail;
'Twill stand the blast of hell and sin,
And anchor sure within the vail."
As the justification of a believer is the glorious result of His deatb,
so the glorification of a believer will be the result of His life, because
"He ever liveth to make intercession for them." The very fact of
God having received Him up into heaven as their Surety and Forerunner, is a pledge by J ehovah, that where Jesus is there shall also
His followers be: hence, in His prayer to His Father, He makes use
of these heart-cheering and soul-comforting words, "Father, I will that
they also whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that
l,hey may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me: for Thou
lovedst Me before the foundation of the world." Thus" The righteous
shall hold on his way," notwithstanding the many and varied changes
of this mortal life-the fearful onslaughts of Satan-tbe accusations of
false brethren-the deceitfulness and power of sin-the weakness of the
flesh, and the corruption of the age; and although at times the subject
of many fears, much darkness of mind, attended with much doubt and
unbelief, yet that precious faith which is the gift of God shall surmount
every difficulty, penetrate every cloud, dispel every doubt, and finally
triumph over every obstacle, to the honour and glory of its divine
Author; and at last the blessed possessor shall be enabled to say, " We
are more than conquerors, through Him that loved us" j for already,
even now, as the result of this justifying faith, we have peace with
God. The blessings that stand in counection with this grace no human
heart can fathom, for it is a peace that "passeth all understanding."
It is a peace that all the powers of darkness can never break j for this
strong man has been spoiled of his power by the Prince of Peace, who
now wields universal power and authority both in heaven and upon
earth and beneath the earth, and has added to His girdle "the keys
of death and of hades" (R.V.); so that "He openeth, and no man
shutteth; and shuttetb, and no man openeth."
"On Christ is hung all heaven's affairs,
And all His children's weighty cares;
Then on the Lord thy Saviour rest,
All things are ordered for the best."
Make known your request unto Him in all things, whether great or
small, for He it is alone that can "bring the blind by a way that they
know not," make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight
for them. What He did in the days of His flesh by His almighty
power, by giving health to the sick, sight to the blind, life to the
dead, and. controlling of wind and storm, so He does now by His
Spirit in the hearts of His people; that they may partake of His
power, rejoice in His name, and glory in Himself as the Alpha and
Omega, as the fountain of all their blessings, the spring of all their
joys, and as their final deliverer from this body of sin, corruption, alld
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d.eath, and then an "eternal inheritance among all them that are sanctified by faith in Christ Jesus." "For whom He did foreknow, He
also d~d predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
!le .mIght be the first born among many brethren." "Therefore being
JustIfied by faith, we have peace with God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord." "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift."
., 0 Love beyond conception great!
Earth, hell, or sin shall ne'er defeat
The counsel of Thy will:
For whom He stretched His bleeding hands,
In heaven a vacant mansion st",nds,
That they must surely fill."
" Now unto Him that is able to keep us from falling, and to present
us faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy; to
the only wise God our Saviour, glory, majesty, dominion, and power,
now and evermore. Amen."

E. J. P.

Greenwich.
FACE

TO

FACE.

IT is one of the joyous things in life to meet, after an absence, a beloved
one face to face. What will it be to meet Jesus, our Best Beloved, face
to face!
The late Miss HAVERGAL wrote the poem, "A Seeing Heart,"
after hearing of Miss CHOSBY, and being told, in answer to her inquiry,
" Who is FANNY CROSBY ~ " " She is a blind lady, whose heart can see
splendidly in the sunshine of God's love"; who, when asked, "Do
JOU regret your lack of sight ~"said, "No! for when we enter the
pearly gate, the face of our Lord will be the first on which we shall ever
have gazed." How sweet is the subjoined which she wrote :SOME day my earthly house will
fall,
I c",nnot tell how soon 'twill
be;
But this I know-m v All in all
Has now in heaven a place for
me:
And I shall see Him face to face,
And tell the story-" Saved by
grace."

Some day, when fades the golc.en
sun
Beneath the hazy-tinted west,
My blessed Lord shall say, " Well
done! "
And I shall enter into rest:
And I shall see Him face to face,
And tell the story-" Saved by
grace."

Some day-till then I'll watGh and
wait,
Some day, the silver cord will
My lamp all trimmed and burning
break,
bright,
And I no more as now shall
That when my Saviour apes the
sing;
gate,
But, oh the joy when I awake
My soul to Him may wing its
Within the palace of
the
flight,
King!
And I shall see Him face to face,
And I shall see Him face to face,
And tell the story-" Saved by And tell the story-" Saved by
grace."
grace."
FANNY CROSBY.
-Extract (j'om " The CMistian."
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THE PORTRAIT.--THE REV. W. SINDEN,
MINISTER

OF

REGENT STREET

CHAPEL, CITY ROAD.

THE subject of this sketch was born in the eastern part of the county
of Sussex, in 1848. His parents were godly people, in humble life,
living out their religion before their children, and much, he says, he
owes to the influence of their prayers, precepts, and wise counsels. At
the age of fifteen, he left his cottage home, and the good providence of
God so singularly favoured him, that in a few years he had obtained
a fair knowledge of the business in which he was engaged with such
success, that, if the Lord had not cut short his ambition to rise in the
world, his career in business would have been a prosperous one.
When he was in his twenty-second year, his mother was taken seriously ill,
and was apparently at the point of death. He was summoned to her
bedside, and says he "can never forget the look of horror and agony
on her face, as she said, (My boy, I am dying, and I am lost.'
Only a shor~ time remained for mo ~o be with her, and the expression
of her own distress sank into my soul, as in the early hours of that
morning I returned to business in the town of Lewes. The contrast
was forced home upon me in ~his way, ( If my mo~her was lost, what
would become of me,Uiving and d.ying as I then was l' Many times,
in the former days of sin and vanity, God had powerfully touched my
conscience, but these had passed away without producing any saving
effect, and I concluded on this occasion that the ac~ivities of business
would, as usual, remove the impression; but it was 1l0~ so, for the
Lord followed me, and all my endeavours to continue myoId life
failed completely.
Sin afflicted my soul, and I found nO rest.
Hitherto, when it pleased me to do so, I had conformed to the
custom of a~tending a place of worship, almost always the Ohurch of
England, but the time had come when the claims of my soul would
not be silent. 'Old things had passed a"ay, and all things had
become new' (2 Oar. v. 17). My soul was in distre~s, and needed
healing, and the Lord graciously directed my steps to Jireh Ohapel,
where, under the faithful ministry of the Rev. M. \YELLAND, I was
favoured to enjo.y the sweet revelation of Ohrist as my all-sufficient
Saviour. The Word of God, so long despised, became my delight,
especially as the doctrines of grace were unfolded ~o my view. A
salvation sovereignly determined, wrought out, and finished, for and
in the sinner, just met my need, and in these things I rejoiced, yea,
and will rejoice."
His mother did not die, as was supposed she would, in that distressing
state of mind, but after lingering for about fifteen months she passed
away painlessly, rejoicing in her Lord, and for the change wrought in
her son, who had been brought out of darkness into God's marvellous
light. We give the acconnt of his call to the ministry in his own

word.s :"Having (he says) for some three or four years united with the
Lord's people, and laboured in my bumble way in the Sunday School,
I fell into a state of darkness and almost despair. The temptation
was, that my religion was a sham, and my profession of Ohrist
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hypocrisy. Satan said I was guilty of the unpardonable sin. Thi,
trial unfitted me, in great measure, for business, until at length, when
almost overwhelmed, on a night ever to be remembered by me, I fell
on my knees before the Lord, and pleaded mightily that He would
show me where I was. vVhile in prayer the burden was removed, by
such a view of Christ as I had not had before, and the comfort and
love of God flowed with sweet and healing power into my heart;
insomuch that I earnestly desired to be taken home to heaven that
night, lest the trial should return again by the morning light. Taking
up the Bible, to read a portion before falling asleep, the first words
that met my eyes were, 'I shall not die, but live, and declare the
works of the Lord.' I certainly was impressed by the first part, and
thought it was the Lord's way of showing me I was to live and in
some way serve Him, but the idea of preaching the Gospel had not
then entered my mind. Of course, I loved the truth, and desired
others might do so. Henceforth, however, as often as a change of
circumstances affected my temporal path, or whenever my mind was
busy upon, or devising some plan, with the view of advancing in
some legitimate way my prospects for future settlement, all the force
of that portion was borne in upon my soul, until I was wearied and
perplexed beyond measure. Not knowing then that God had given
me natural ability to speak, and being more than content to pursue
my business calling, I tried to believe it was Satan's snare, and therefore a base delusion; but it would not leave me for any length of
time. God had made my spirit willing to follow in any path He
might choose, but in this matter He gave me no leading and no
light, nor did I seek counsel of men, but on very few occasions, ever
fearing to go wrong. Nor did any Church or denomination send me
forth to preach. The purpose of these exercises, which continued and
increased for the space of two years, has been clear enough to me
since.
"The first time I attempted to speak in the Lord's name was in the
little chapel in my native village, on a Sabbath Day, in 1876. The
minister who was expected having failed to attend, the friends assembled
requested me to conduct the services. With much fear and trembling
-not of man, but of God-having discovered, first, that those present
would otherwise disperse, I consented to meet their wishes; and, blessed
be His holy name! He helped me, by His Spirit, to declare what He
had done for my soul with a freedom of utterance that surprised me.
After the services of the day were over, I was much depressed by
temptation concerning them, fearing it might be presumption or pride
which had led me to speak to the people; but, on the other hand,
the Word had been directed with power and comfort to the hearts of
those whose religion was of God, and who loved and followed the
truth. This gave me hope that I had done right."
During that same year Mr. SINDEN preached two or three times at
Salem Chapel, Tunbridge Wells, and it; was in this town the Lord constrained him to wait upon Him, and give Him no rest until He should
have been pleased to solve and decide for him his future course.
Gradually the cloud lifted, and the opening year (1877) found him
engaged on eyery Lord's Day in various places-among them, Petwor~h,
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Oranleigh, Orawley, Worthing, and Wisborough Green. At this last
village Mr. SINDEN resided for two years, making friends, and labuuring hard, but cheerfully, with hands and heart, for the Lord was with
him. After this he removed to Midhurst, taking most of the Sabbath
services during 1880, where he received great kindness from friends
there and at Ohichester, many of whom are now in glory. It was
during this year that the pUlpit of Regent Street Ohapel was vacant
by the death of the Rev. E. VI.NALL, and Mr. SINDEN was called to
supply this vacancy several times, mostly on week evenings. Then he
was asked to occupy the pulpit regularly for t~ree months j and, at
the end of this term of probation, upon the unanimous vote of the
Ohurch, he accepted the pastorate j and after thirteen years of service,
often in weakness, and always in dependence upon the Lord, he writes:
"I can say that no event of my varied life was more distinctly of Him
than my settlement here. Many changes have transpired, mostly by
death, but we have been upheld till ·now, and my people love and
are beloved in the Lord."
Mr. SINDEN is the editor of a little quarterly magazine called Peaa
and Tndh, and has been secretary of the Oalvinistic Protestant Union
from its formation, seven years since.

PASTORAL NOTES.
l'N'T"E'RCESSI0N.

A PARISHIONER called upon me one day in great trouble. His eldest
son, a boy of about fifteen or sixteen years of age, had some little
time before run away from home, but as he had heard of him as
having obtained a situation in a country town about some forty miles
distant, his anxiety had been allayed, and he fondly hoped that he
was doing well, when the news suddenly came that he had fallen into
bad company, and that he had been apprehended on a charge of
theft. My parishioner was a poor, hard-working, but very worthy man,
who, I think, did his best, in conjunction with his good wife, to bring
up his family-a numerous one-in the fear of God j and consequently
this news was a sore blow to him. We consulted together as to what
was best to be done. No time was to be lost, as the lad was to
appear before the mag~strates on the following day j and as the poor
father did not know of anyone else who would beeome interested in
the case, I offered to go to the town where he was confined, and try
to intercede on his behalf. My offer was gratefully accepted j and
accordingly I soon found myself in the train on my way to my destination; but on quietly reconsidering the matter and the object of my
journey, there did not seem to be much prospect of success j I did not
know a single person in the town to which I was going, except by
repute j and if the lad were proved to be guilty, it did not seem likely
that much effect would be produced by the intercession of a stranger.
However, I determined to do my best, and, upon arriving at the town,
I found out the address of the principal magistrate,and called upon
him. He had the rpputation of being rough in manner, but he received
me courteously. He seemed to be surprised at my taking the trouble
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to come so far to mention the case to him. I told him that the boy
had for several years attended my Sunday School, that his parents were
very respectable and worthy people, that I felt convinced that he had
been led into mischief by bad company, and that I understood that
another boy was concerned iil the deed with which he was charged,
namely, running away with a garment hanging outside a ready-made
clothes shop. I also pleaded that this was his first offence, and earnestly
expressed the hope that the magistrates would be as lenient towards
him as they could possibly be. He said that he could not make any
promise, or give me any assurance as to what the magistrates would
do, but that he would lay my statement of the case before them. I
thanked him, and asked him to give me permission to see the lad;
tbis he freely granted, and so I made my way to the police station.
There I found the lad in a dismal cell, but the policeman on guard
kindly brought him out, and allowed me to see him alone in the
magistrates' room. To my surprise, he showed no sign of contrition;
he was sullen and stubborn, and would scarcely make any reply to my
inquiries as to how he had got into the scrape, &c. I talked to him
for some time, putting his sin forward in a strong light, and mentioning
how sad its consequences might be; but my talking did not seem to
have the slightest effect upon him, until I spoke of his mother, and of
the deep sorrow which she felt, &c.; then his lip quivered, and tears
began to trickle down his cheeks, and, following up the effect, I had
the satisfaction of seeing him apparently in a very different state of
mind ere he was led back to confinement in his cell. I returned home
that evening; and two or three days afterwards I heard the pleasant
news that the lad had been pardoned. The magistrates dismissed him
with a strong caution, and sent him home to his parents; but the other
lad, who was brought before them on the same charge, was sentenced
to a term of imprisonment.
Another case was much more serious. A young man whom I knew
very well, a parishioner, had a quarrel with his brother, and threatened
to murder him. He was seen with a gun in his hand, apparently
lying in wait for his brother, and he was heard to utter words which
clearly implied thafhe fully intended to carrv out his threat. Eventually
he took some goods belonging to his brother, and absconded; but he
was traced, arrested, and placed in the county gaol. His brother, who
nobly did not manifest any sign of resentment against him, asked me
to go and see him. I went, and presenting myself at the principal
entrance to the county gaol, I sent in my c~rd to the chaplain, and
requested to have an interview with him. This was readily granted,
and I told him the story of my parishioner. I found that he was partly
acquainted with it, and he said, "I can arrange for you to see him if
you like, but I should advise you not to buoy him up with any false
hopes; do not let him imagine that he will escape without a severe
punishment. I have been connected with prisons and prisoners for a
great many years, and I can generally tell pretty accurately beforehand
what sentences they will receive, and your parishioner is accused of such
a serious offenct', that he is certain to receive a severe sentence." I
promised to act in accordance with his advice, and then was placed in
charge of a warder, who, after conducting me through a labyrinth of
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courts and passages, ushered me into an apartmenG with a double iron
grating, at one end of it, and told me that "my friend" would soon
make his appearance in that direction. Presently there was a sound
of unfastening of bars and bolts, and then my poor parishioner appeared
beyond the double grating, with another warder at his side. He seemed
very much surprised to see me, and looked dejected and ashamed.
Conversation under the circumstances was very difficult, for I could
not get near to him, he seemed as if he did not wish to speak, and
we were both conscious of the presence of the warders, who appeared
to be listening to every word we said. I tried, however, to impress
upon him the seriousness of his position, expressed my deep regret to
see him thus, and begged him-wbatever the result of his approaching
trial might be-to let it be a lasting lesson to him. I then left him.
As the time of his trial drew near, his brother begged that I would
appear as a witness in his favour, and I consented to do so, but not
without a considerable amount of misgiving, for the little that I could
say on his behalf seemed to be so completely overbalanced by my consciousness of his guilt, and I dreaded the result of a cross-examination.
The day of the trial arrived; the courthouse was filled; the judge and
officials took their places; and, after some time of waiting, the case
was called on, and my poor parishioner stood in the dock, guarded by
policemen. Evidence was clearly given to prove his guilt; then his
brother entered the witness box, and nobly spoke in his favour, expressing his hope that the charge would not be pressed, inasmuch as
he thought that his brother had hardly realized what he was doing,
and seemed to be truly sorry. I was next called, and said all that I
could in his behalf, mentioning how kind he had been to his widowed
mother, supporting her in a great measure by his earnings, and how
exemplary his previous conduct had been. Then there was a pause;
and whilst I still stood in the witness-box, the judge conversed in low
tones with a lawyer or court-official. The latter appeared to be arguing
against tbe prisoner, and I distinctly heard him say, "But, my lord,
he actually threatened to commit murder, and was seen with a gun in
his hands, ostensibly for that purpose." The case seemed evidently
strong against the accused, and there was little probability of his being
let off without punishment. But a little further consultation having
taken place, during which I was requested to leave tbe witness-box,
the judge, to my surprise and gratification, addressed the prisoner in
a kindly manner, pointing out the extreme folly of his behaviour, and
the risk. to which he had exposed himself, but stating, that as his
brother had pleade:i for him, and his previous conduct had been
described as excellent, the charge would not be. pressed, and he might
go free.
How pleasant it was to leave the crowded court, with the consciousness that the trial was successfully over! and pleasanter still, to
wander out of the town into the country,-as the train by which I
intended to return home was not due for some time,-and to meditate
upon the circumstances which had just occurred, and upon the scene
which one had just witnessed! Suddenly the thought flashed across
one's mind-and oh, with what power !-" 'What has that brother, and
what have I been doing ~ exactly what we need to have done for us,
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but under far more momentous circumstances. "Ve have been interceding for a guilty fellow-creature, who undoubtedly deserved to be
punished, but who instrumentally, by means of our poor intercession,
has been pardoned and set perfectly free. If human intercession c~n be
thus effective, how much more must the intercession of the great
Redeemer be! He pleads as one with whom the Father is always
well pleased, yea, He pleads with God as God; He pleads as the
Elder Brother of His people, and as one who makts their cause His
own. He knows that we are verily guilty, and that we deserve
eternal condemnation, but as our Judge He takes our part; 'It is
God that justifieth, who is he that condemneth ~ ,,, One's whole soul
seemed filled with the sweetness of the thought-and with the
recollection of the words-" He ever liveth to make intercession for
us." "If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous"; tears fell freely, but they were tears of heart-'
felt gratitude and humble contrition; and returning homewards, the
expressive words of CHA.RLOTTE ELLIOT'S sweet hymn kept recurring
to the mind:"0 Thou, the contrite sinners' " When I have erred and gone astray
Friend,
Afar from Thine and wisdom's
Wbo loving lov'st them to the
way,
end·
And see no glimmering guiding
On this alone my hopes depend,
ray,
That Thou wilt plead for me.
Still, Saviour, plead for me.
"When, weary in the Christian
*
*
*
*
race,
" When the full light of heavenly day
Far off appears my resting-place,
Reveals my sins in dread array,
And fainting, I mistrust Thy
Sa,y Thou hast wash'd them all
grace,
away;
Then, Saviour, plead for me.
o say Thou plead'st for me."
Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
THE believer must expect to meet with a diversity of paths. The
face of the country will not always be the same. Sometimes the
road will go rough, sometimes smooth. To-day it may be he is on
the high mount, to-morrow low in the valley.
Now his way
is carpeted with moss, anon it is planted with pricking briar and
grievous thorn. But remember, 0 child of God, that both one and
the other is thy Father's ground; that thou art still in the land of
Providence, and that the land of Providence is also a land of grace
to them who are strangers and pilgrims upon earth.-Toplady.
" OBSERVE, Satan's PQwer is de1'ived, conquered, limited, and subservient.
He has been properly compared to a fisherman who drop3 a bait, a
juggler who attempts to deceive the eye, a sophist or a philosopher who
by false arguments and experience tries to delude.
Again, he is a
crafty serpent; Christ is the Wisdom of God. A roaring lion; Christ
is the Lion of the tribe of J udah. A dragon; Christ is the Arm of the
Lord that wounded.
An enemy; Christ is the Friend that sticketh
closer than a brother.
An accuser; Christ is an Advocate.
A
destroyer; Christ is a Restorer."-THE LATE REV. A. HEWLETT. From
the" Christian CottCbgC1"S MlLyazl1tt."
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REMINISCENCES OF THE LATE REV. JOSEPH IRONS.
My precious and now glorified wife treasured the private letters of
this dear man of God, which had been given her by her dear mother.
They have now fallen into my hands, and I propose from time to
time inserting them in our "Family Magazine." They are so sweet,
sound, and savoury, that we cannot but believe that they will be read
with interest and profit by our spiritual readers.
It was my privilege to be much with him, and to know somewhat
of his private and home life; and it is always a joy for me to
remember that he presided at our wedding hreakfast, and spoke
words of advice and affection never to be forgotten, presenting us at
its close with a beautifully-bound copy of his invaluable Hymn Book,
with the following hymn (nevar before published), composed for the
occasion, and placed in his own handwriting in the book.
"THE VOICE OF THE BRIDEGROOM."
(JEREollAH xxxiii. 11.)

THE Bridegroom's voice was heard
of old,
When he betrothed his bride;
Jesus espoused His Ohurch we're cold,
And for us lived and died.

The Bridegroom's voice o'ercomes
the bride,
'Tis tenderness and love;
He says He'll cherish and provide,
'Till crowned with Him above.

The Bridegroom's voice said, "Lo,
I come"
To do the husband's part;
To fetch My ransomed fair one home;
She's graven on My heart.

The Bridegroom's voice the bride
well knows,
It often chpers her heart:
She follows Him where'er He goes,
For they can ne,er part.

The Bridegroom's voice let bridegrooms hear"Ye husbands, love your wives" ;
And let the brides dismiss all fear,
And love make up their lives.

J. 1.

As has been before stated some years since in the pages of this
Magazine, the late Rev. JOSEPH IRONS was born at "Vare, in Hertfordshire, November 5th, 1785. His father was a builder. While yet
.a young man he was sent to London, where a divine Providence led
him to hear that God-sent minister, ADoLPHcs GUNN, when the
arrow of conviction stuck fast in the heart of this "King's enemy,"
and under the further teaching of Mr. GUNN, he was brought to a
saving knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. Subsequently, at
Mr. GUNN'S death, Mr. IRONS joined the Church of Mr. GRIFFITHS
J ONES, and soon a desire sprang up within him that he too might"Tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour he had found."
A door was opened to him at DuI wich, and here, for the first time,
he preached" the unsearchable riches of Christ." Continuing in business
all the week, he went from place to place on the Lord's Day wherever
a pulpit was offered him, unti
he year 1818, when he was invited

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

\

157

to preach in Oamden Ohapel, Oamberwell.
"The effect produced by
his first sermon there" (to use the words of his biographer) "was
marvellous, and the public excitement prodigious; so that the following Sabbath, Oamden Ohapel was thronged to the doors. This
visit led to the erecting of Grove Ohapel, Oamberwell, where he remained nntil his death in 1852."
His was a life of usefulness in the Master's vineyard. The pulpit
was his delight. There he "shunned not to declare the whole counsel
of God." There he appeared with, "Thus saith the Lord," and the
message of so faithful an ambassador was never delivered in vain.
Sinners were saved and saints edified. Amongst the congregation were
to be seen the late Earl Roden and many leading men of the times.
Many of his most devoted hearers came from long distances, and,
meeting at a certain spot, were conveyed to chapel in a conveyance
known as the Grove Ohapel Omnibus. He was wont to call my late
dear mother-in-law, "The brightest star in his congregation"; and
when another relative joined the Ohurch, making the thousandth
member, he, smiling, remarked, "The little one has become a
thousand."
To the "brightest star" he wrote many letters, which
have never been published. They generally accompanied some little
gift, which, coming from Sltch a donor, were, it is needle,s to say,
highly treasured. The following are a few of the letters alluded to:Shephe?'d's Tent, September 13th, 1843.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Both Mrs. JRONS and myself were much gratified
by receiving your kind letter. I would have replied to it yesterday, but
really had not a quarter of an hour at my command. I am indeed glad
that you have met with one who preaches the truth of God, for in these
degenerate days, it is a rare thing to meet with one who delivers" all
the counsel of God" without reserve, without addition. What a mercy, '::::l.
my dear friend, that God has given you spiritual discernment in the I
truth, and a spiritual appetite for it. "Blessed are they that hunger and I
thirst after righteousness." Blessed indeed, for it sustains and nourishes
the life of God in the soul, and affords a blessed earnest and foretaste '
of the joys of heaven. Y"a, even the privation of the feasting, upon;
the truth, sometimes sharpens the ll,ppetite of the soul, as fasting, in~
nature, does the body; and I hope the Lord will bring you home with
recruited health of body, and with a keen appetite to come to the feast
of fat things which our covenant God has providei in" our holy and
beautiful house." Yet a little while and we shall sit down with our
most glorious covenant Head at His marriage supper, in HIS banquetinghouse above, where glory and honour and immortality is inscribed upon
the banner of love which shall wave over the guests in the sacred breeze
of Divine influence, I am anticipating that eternal festival, and seem at
present to ha,ve but one drawback to the pleasure of that anticipation,
and that is the appalling fear that those who are literally parts of myself, will not be there. May God be better to me than these my fearil
in this respect. Perhaps He will answer prayer for them when He has
sufficiently tried my faith-but I forbear. This subject is too much for
me. We had a blessed ileason of refreshing last Lord's Day from Isaiah
xxxi. 5th verse, and we are ,pursuing the subject of deliverance through
the week. And thfl mercy is that the deliverance will pursue Uil until
the final deliverance shall come, for it is written, "He hath delivered,
He doth deliver, and He will deliver," and we will glory in our Almighty
Deliverer. Mrs. IRONS unites with me in Ohristian affection to you, to
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dear Mr. W., and your dear children, praying that you and they may be
very happy in the enjoyment of the preciousness of ChJ:ist.
I am, my dear Friend, your faithful Pastor,
To MRS. WIGINTON.
JOSE PH IRONS.
Shephe1'd's Tent, Octobe1' 18th, 1844.
My DEAR FRIEND,THIS bunch of grapes, which I have sent,
Was grown beside the Shepherd's Tent.
I hope they'll do you real good;
I know the grapes of Eschol would.
Well, they, I know, are yours and mine,
Because we know the living Vine;
Yea, in Him grow, and in Him live,
And He will all His clusters give.
Your Under Shepherd,
JOSE PH IRO};S.
On sending some little roots. He was always so cheerful when out
of pain:My DEAR FRIEND,May 1st, 1849.
Here's heart.ease for your garden ground;
May true heart's ease in you abound;
Transplanted from the promised land
By our Almighty Gard'ner's hand.
I pray that it may grow and blow,
And you and YOW's its sweetness know,
In earthly things and things divine,
Until in Paradise you shine.
J. 1.
The Shepherd and Shepherdess are at home all day. We saw GEORGE
COWELL and his other self at the meeting last e,ening. .cl. good meeting.
Bedw('j·th, April 13th, 1849.
My DEAR FRIEND,-The watchful care and sure protection of our
covenant God has placed us by the fireside of oUT dear friends in this
village, and I write a line just to say, as the Psalmist did, "0 magnify
the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together." All is tip.toe
expectation here, and we mean to set the battle in array to· morrow, and
I hope to give you the account of the killed and wounded when I return,
for if the arrows al'e sharp in the heart of the King's enemies, the
people must fall under Him. Kindest regards to Mr. W. and family,
I remain, in haste, your affectionate Pastor,
J OSEPH IRONS.
Sheph81'd's Tent, Novel1~be1' 7th, 1845.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I suppose you think I am' so much like my
Master that what is done to my wife is done to me, and therefore
you have addressed your kind note to her that it might reach me. Well,
I cannot but thank you in His name, and pray that you may more
frequently and more extensively enjoy those blessed means of grace, which
you so highly prize, and which God has so signally owned. I feel it to
be no small mercy to be kept by the power of God immovably firm in
the truth in this day of sad temporising, both preachers and hearers, and
I trust that our covenant.keeping God will still supply sufficient grace
to both pastor and people in dear Grove Chapel, to distinguish us more
and more from the professing multitude around, who have but the form
of godliness, but who deny the power thel'eof, both in their creed and
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conduct. While I have my pen in hand, allow me to caution you against
those notorious thieves, wbo have, I fear, committed inroads upon your
comfort.
ThEir names are Unbelief, Uncertainty, and UnderrateI'. The
first disputes your birthright, the second fills you with perplexity, the
third disputes what God has done for you. The Lord increase your
assurance, witnes s your affinity, and assist your appropriation, prays your
faithful and affectionate Pastor,
J OSEPH IRONS.
Shepherd's 'rent, December 22'11d, 1848.
VERY DEAR FRIEND,-What shall I render unto the Lord for all His
goodness to me, that He should give me the privilege of living in the
hearts of His people, and consequently my neck is to be adorned with
needlewOlk, my body is to rest in an easy chair, and my appetite to be
fEasted with Chl'istmas fare! Blessed be the Lord, and blessed be my
dear child in the Lurd. Blessed Mary, when you get to Goshen Retreat,
we will bless His holy name together. Meantime you must make as much
use of the old Shepherd's Tent as you can. Christmas Day you must
dine there, and if your deal' children can accompany you, it will add more
pleasure; and may the Lord grant you feasting, clothing, and rest for your
souls, prays your faithful and affectionate Pastor,
JOSEPH IRONS.
P.S.-Perhaps you are aware that the word Goshen signifies approaching
or drawing near; and as your new residence approaches or draws near
the house of God, I trust you will there realize much nearness to God,
and so prove what I have named it to be-Goshen Retreat. If you are
previously engaged for Christmas, come in on Lord's Day-both if you
can. We are anxious to hear how dear GEORGE COWELL is.
Shephe1'd's Tent, Ap1'il 1st, 1848.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Tbe last sentence I heard dear Mr. W. utter was
" I know I mnst be brot~ght to the feet of Jesus"; and while I waited at the
cemetery, it recurred to my mind with peculiar sweetness, and I could not
help pencilling it in the following lines:I know I must be brought to J esu's feet,
Or else I'm not prepared my Judge to meet;
I must be clad in righteousness divine,
Or everlasting life cannot be mine.
I am, your faithful and sympathizing Pastor,
JOSEPH IRONS.
This verse was subsequently engraved on Mr. WIGINTON'S tombstone
at Abney Park Cemetery.
The headings to his sermons invariably spelt a word, and, subdivided,
sometimes either re-spelt that word or another.
Thus, on the text
John iv. 31, "My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me," his
outlines read thus:Errand on which Christ was sent:
Executing His Father's will;
Actively and passively;
To wit, its vast concerns.
Accomplishment of it:
Exonerating His Church;
Avenging Himself;
Throwing open mercy's door.
Triumph resulting therefrom:
Establishing His kingdom;
Assuming His sovereignty;
Taking Hia reward.
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Thus the reader will see that the word which this great preacher
spiritualized was EAT, which was in the subdivisions spelt three times
over; and all this was written in the small compass of a book about
six inches by three inches, of several of which I have been the
favoured possessor.
Or again, on the text, "The voice of my Beloved" (Sol. Song ii. 8),
the word VOICE is spelt under the leading thoughts:Voice recognized;
Various tones;
Obstacles surmounted;
Old covenant demands;
Intercourse renewed;
I'llparting joy, strength, &c.
Confidence established;
Claiming affinity;
Exultation indulged;
Expectation much.
Iu Little Th1'eads, the experience of one of my dear sisters in connection with this man of God is given, and it will not be out of place
to repeat it again here. When she was young in divine things, she
had been as usual to Grove Chapel, but Satan had so harassed
her that she was much downcast and sad at heart. The one thought
that seemed to take possession of her mind was, that her heart was
as hard as the hills. All she said was, "Hard hills-hard hills." It
was the custom of many, and she among them, to go into the vestry
after service, with my beloved father, to speak to Mr. IIw)/s. This
time she was so depressed and miserable, that ~he could only hang
about the threshold of the door. One of the deacons came forward,
saying, "Come in, Miss C--." But she replied, "No, not to-day."
But he urged her, sayirJg, "You always do," and gently drawing her
within, she took her accustomed place amongst the group. Presently,
without seeming to have noticed her, Mr. IRO?\s came forward, and,
taking her by the hand, said, "So.t(l)~ may 1'oge, but he CfJnnot reign."
In a moment all her fears vanished, and her hard heart melted. It
had touched the right chord, and it seemed to her as if the man of
God knew all that had been passing in her heart. Still under the
melting power of the Spirit, she stepped into the well-known (at
that time) Grove Chapel omnibus, and, sinking on a seat, ~xclaimed,
to her heart's joy, "Satan may rage, but he cannot reign"; and this
has oft-times lifted her up above the fears and forebodings, that her
God will again prove Himself better than them all.
Most of us know his pithy lines, "On Going to Church"Some go to church just for a walk;
Some go there to laugh and talk;
Some go there to meet a friend;
Some go there their time to spend j
Some go there to gain a lover;
Some go there a fault to cover;
Some go there for observation j
Some go there for speculation;
Some go there to doze and nod;
But few go there to worship God.
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I much value the large old pulpit Bible which was used at J ewin
Orescent for many years, and given me by my late dear wife's mother.
It contains the following, in Mr. IRONS' own handwriting :-" Jewin
Orescent Pulpit Bible. Presented to Mrs. WIlHNTON, by her sister in
the Lord, Mrs. IRO:-iS, at the close of the Lecture, January 9th, 1850.
'0 how I love Thy law! it is my meditation all the day'"
(Psalm cxix. 97).
We have many more personal remembrances of this dear and
valiant servant of the Lord, but at present we forbear, with the
hope that at some future time we may be permitted to produce them
in these pages. I wonder how many members of dear Grove Ohapel,
in Mr. IRONS' time, still remain. I should think but a few, an(l very
few.
G. C.

IN SIGHT OF HOME.
My day of life is closing,
My noontide hours are gone;
The evening shades are falling,
And night comes hurrying on.

How wondrous was His mercy!
He saw my hapless case;
And gave Himself to rescue
My soul by sovereign grace.

The things of earth are fleeting,
They charm my heart no more;
I long to be with Jesus,
On Oanaan's peaceful shore.

He made my sins a burden j
He healed their cruel smart;
He hushed my dark misgivings,
And cheered my fainting heart.

This world's a dreary desert,
A dry and thirsty ground;
My pilgrim path is ragged,
And dangers lurk around.

He drew my soul-so sweetlyWith cords of boundless love;
It made me long to see Him
Wilh all His saints above.

But, far beyond the River
That bounds my shortening span,
I see my home eternalPrepared ere time began.

Through many a rankling sorrow,
Through many a crooked way,
His love hath still upheld me,
And turned my night to day.

No sin, no grief can enter
Within that bright domain;
No gloomy doubt shall ever
Molest my soul again.

How oft from Him I wandered~i[y everlasting Friend!
Yet He abideth faithful,
Whose love can never end.

There, in His blissful presence,
I'll join the endless song;
While the vast realms of glory
The raptarou~ strains prolong.
Sca1'bo1·mtgh.

And now, my precious Saviour
Shall still my Helper be;
Until my eyes-for everHis face in glory see.
W. S. ROBINSON.

GOD may have met us many a time in the fulness of the richness
of His grace, and He may have opened many a path through the
mighty waters; He may have delivered us with a mighty b~.nd and
outstretched arm in nine troubles; and yet when the tenth comes
upon us, we begin to distrust and doubt and fear, just as though we
had never known Him.- Whitejield.
M
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"Like as C~ father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
Him. For He knoweth O1t1' fmme; He nmembenth that we are dust."PSALM ciii. 13, 14.

·WHAT sweet and precious words these are! Perhaps we forget them,
or we think little of them when days are bright, and all things go
well with us; but when days are dark, and things go apparently
wrong, how sweet then to remember them, and to be enabled to
realize them as applying to ourselves.
We observe here, I.-A COMPARISON MADE. n.-AN IMPOP,TANT
FACT STATED. I.-The heavenly Father is compared in His feeling
to an earohly parent, "Like as a father pitieth his children," &c.
How does a father pity his children 1 deeply, really, from his very
heart. Other persons may pity them, and feel for them in their
griefs and difficulties; but their father, regarding them as being
"bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh," feels for them far more
deeply, and his pity for them therefore is far more profound. Of
course we hear sometimes of parents who have no such feeling for
their children, but a right-minded, affectionate parent has it. A
father pities his children when he punishes them. He does not punish
them willingly, but only because he sees that punishment is necessary
for them j and every stroke that he administers to them he feels as if
it were administered to himself. He pities them in needing the
So does our
punishment, and he pities them in inflicting it.
heavenly Father. A father pities his children in their sorrows.
Sometimes their sorrows may arise from the merest trifles, a broken
toy, or an insignificant disappointment; but a father does not despise
them on that account, he knows that it is to be expected in the
case of children, and he anticipates that they will be wiser some day.
And when what he would regard as real sorrow comes to them,
when they are SUffering pain, for example, or when they are seriously
ill. Ob, then how tenderly he sympathizes with them, and how truly
and fully he pities them j their sighs, their cries, their tears almost
rend his heart. So does our heavenly Father. Trifling indeed
must some of our sorrows appear to Him, and the things which
we allow ourselves to he worried about j but He pities His children
and sympathizes with them, as only ~> loving Father can. Again, a
father pities his children in their foolishness.
How utterly foolish
children are sometimes j but is a father angry with them on that
account 1 is he inclilled to cast them away, and say that he will have
nothing further to do with them 1 No, he knows that" foolishness
is bound up in the heart of a child"; he knows that they must
learn wisdom by experience, and sometimes, it may be, by painful
experience; and so he pities them and overlooks their follies. So
does our heavenly Father in the case of those who fear Him. How
utterly foolish they must at times appear to Him to be, but He does
not despise them or think of casting them away on this account;
He pities them.
n.-An important fact is stated, "He knoweth OU1' frame,. He
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1'emembereth that we are dust"

We may imagine sometimes that we
know one another, but in how many cases we discover that that
knowledge is very imperfect; we cannot read each others' hearts,
and there may be thoughts and feelings hidden there, of which we
have no idea. Thus we, perhaps, imperfectly estimate the minds
and characters of others, even of some of those who are nearest and
dearest to us!
But there is One who never does this, One who
knows us perfectly, One who cannot make a mistake, and to whom
not a thought or feeling is undiscernible. He knows our powers,
our wishes, our feelings, our purposes, our inclinations, our faults,
our weaknesses, our sins, our t,emptations, our dangers. He knows
them all, and knowing them He makes allowance for them; He
remembers how frail we are, and how short our time is; He
remembers "that we are dust."
May we ever regard our gracious and loving Father as the Father
that pitieth His children, knoweth their frame, and remembereth that
they are dust.
HEART BREATHINGS.
"Speak, L01'd, for Thy servant heareth."
Do, Lord Jesus, speak to me. Thou do,t seem to stand aloof-so to
shut out my prayer; and yet, Lord, Thou knowest I do desire, in all
simplicity and truthfulness, to cleave unto Thee. I cannot rest satisfied,
or be content, without Thy smile and the renewed assurance of Thy
good-will and favour towards me. Past mercies, byegone revelations,
however precious for the time being, will not, Lord, suffice. It is the
renewing and the reviving that I want; the fresh-spoken assurance, "I
am with thee"; the renewed, "Fear not, it is 1." This, this, Lord, is
what I crave at Thy hand. And Thou knowest, Lord, it is in sincerity
I cry, "Show me wherefore Thou contendest with me." If I am, in
any way, walking contrary to Thee, or indulging in thought, word, or
deed, in aught of which Thou dost disapprove, oh, do convince me of
it, Lord. Rectify the wrong! Set me right! May my walk and conversation be such as Thou dost approve of.
"I would submit to all Thy will,
For all that will is love;
Let every anxious thought be still,
Nor one faint murmur move."
o Lord, is not this the desire of my heart 7 Are not these the sum
and substance of my wishes 7 Would I not live pure and holy as an
angel of light, if I could 7 Can I not" 0 Holy Ghost, with the utmoflt
truth exclaim"Return, 0 Holy Dove, return,
Sweet Messenger of rest;
I bate the sins that made Thee mourn,
And drove Thee from my breast"?

D.

GOD hears the heart, though without words; but He never hears
words without the heart.-Hoplcins.
M 2
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JEWISH

CONVERT.

BY THE LATE EDITOR.

A LADY was deeply interested in the spiritual well-being of the Jews,
so much so that when her son informed her that he was having some
simple business transacti9ns with one, she was resolved to make it a
pretext tor calling upon him, with a view, if p02sible, of broaching the
subject so near her heart. Hence she took an early opportunity of
calling and introducing herself as the mother of one of his customers.
The Jew at first received her very graciously, but no sooner did she
introduce the Sll bject which prompted her to call than llis whole manner
was changed. He said he bad never before been questioned upon the
subject of religion, nor would he allow it. He became rude to a
degree. He requested her to leave the shop, and upon her hesitating
to do so, he called his wife, so as to enforce it. When the lady mentioned the Old Testament, he raised his hat iu deference; but upon
her asking him to accept a copy of the New Testament, he refused in
the most positive and indignant manner.
Time passed on. Any fLU'ther attempt at approach seemed altogether
futile. At length, when intending to take a short journey by rail, to
her surprise she saw the Jew at the station, about to travel by the
same train as herself. She watched his movements, and when she saw
him shown his carriage, she, with her veil drawn, stepped into the
same compartment, and she took her seat opposite to the Jew, and
that with a fervent prayer that she might have an opportunity of again
speaking to him. In this, however, it appeared she "as to be frustrated, inasmuch as he at once took a newspaper from his pocket and
began to read. As her journey was limited to eight miles, she regarded
her position as one of defeat; but presently, to her great surprise as
well as gratification, the newspaper was laid aside. Then the lady
thrJUght was the opportunity. Raising her veil, she addressed him,
and the former conversation was renewed. The same hostility, however,
as before was exhibited; and, when a New Testament was again offered,
it was refused with the same determination. One fact, neverthelesB,
was broached, that of the promised Shiloh's coming, according to Old
Testament prophecy; and, when the lady ventured to say he was afraid
to read the proffered bQok, he was so touched with such a charge that
he at once expressed his willingness to accept it. Here, therefore,
matters for a season rested. Not long after, however, the Jew's name
was broached by the lady's son aforenamed. He stated that he had
given up his business, and was about to leave the town. Upon the
lady's inquiring the cause of his removal, the son's reply was that he
had renounced J udaism and had become a Christian. Such had been
the effect of his perusal of the New Testament.
PRAYER, like Jonathan's bow, returns not empty.
Never was a
faithful prayer lost at sea. No merchant trades with such certainty
as the praying saint. Some prayers, indeed, have a longer voyage
than others; but then they return with the richest lading at last.-

Gnrnall.
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SCRIPTURE.

HOW BEST TO BE CARRIED OUT TO OBTAIN (a) HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGl>,
(b) GROWTH IN GRACE.

[Being the substance of an address given at the Thirty-third Annual
Conference of the Evangelical Union for the Diocese of Carlisle,
October 9, 10, 11, 1893, by the Rev. T. E. LA.URIE, R~ctol' of Bewcastle,
whose portrait appeared in our Magazine a few months since.]
THE subject entrusted to me is an all-important one, and I feel unable
to do it justice. It is, however, one very dear to my own heart, and
I know that it is so to all "the household of God." It would therefore be sad indeed if one was not ready to say something on such a
subject as this, or felt shy in speaking out with regard to the precious
Book so dear to one's own soul. All the men who have been of use
in the Ohurch of God, all those who have done anything to advance
the spiritual welfare of the Church, or dispel the darkness natural to
human nature, have been men of the "Oue Book "-men well versed
in the truths and doctrines of the Bible. Our own Reformers, as well
as those of the Oontinent, were close readers of the Wonl; and if you
and I desire to be of any use to the generation in which we live, we,
too, must give close attention to the subject before us-how to study
the Scriptures so as to obtain Historical Knowledge and Growth in
Grace. (a) Histol'icnl Knowledge. I think, that when we approach the
Bible, for whatever cause, we should do so with reverence, believing it
to be, what it professes to be, the Word of God. Let us not admit
doubts or misgivings as to this or that portion of Holy Scripture.
"\Vhat is called the Higher Criticism should have no place in our
thoughts; we should approach the Holy Book with minds fully made
up as to its divine authority, and simply with an earnest desire to
obtain an accurate knowledge of its contents; a desire to find out, and
store up in our minds what God has made known in His Holy
Word. Whether, therefore, it be for devotion, or whether it be, as in
the case we are considering, to obtain Historical Knowledge, let
us pray, lifting up our hearts to God, that He will make our labours
a success.
Then let us be careful to give to this study the best portion of ou!'
time; I mean that in which our intellect and faculties are the brightest
and best. Let not the morning's reading be hurried over, as if we
were anxious to have it out of the way, so that it might give place
to secular concerns; nor let the evening meditation be so late that
with weary and jaded minds we approach that subject that is
the most important of our lives. I know that there is much difficulty
here. I am well aware that the occupations of many almost render
it an impossibility to study Scripture as it ought to be stLldied; but
all I would say is this, let us be careful to give the best time we
ca.n to this sacred labour. And surely, my brethren of the clergy, if
others are neglectful, it is for us, at least, whose lives are or ought
to be fully given up to God, to take our best and brightest hours
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and devote them to the &tudy of His Word. Let us, again, not forget
that our Bible is in our hands just now, not so much as a book of
devotion as a book for study, and we must make up our minds for
hard study too, if we would master its contents. I would suggest
that just as we expect some difficulty in mastering a foreign language,
or the history of Greece and Rome, so should we expect the history
of Israel, as given to us in the Bible, would require clese attention,
and it will be well to read and re-read, and note down the details, if
we are to attain to an accurate historical knowledge of Holy Scripture.
Should we be able to read the blessed Word of God in the original
languages in which it was written, so much the better (as clergy, let
us not lay aside our Greek Testaments); but if not, there is now the
valuable Revised Version, which may'be profitably read, side by side
with the beloved Bible of our childhood; and if, in addition, we have
access to some one of the many volumes now published, giving an
insight ¥ to the manners and customs of those nations mentioned in
the Scripture, we shall find this a valuable help to understanding
aright some passages of Holy Writ. I would repeat here what has
been already mentioned, the usefulness of noting down details as we
proceed, namely, the ages of the patriarchs, the prayers they offered,
and the covenants they made.
Sometimes two books of Scripture may be studied together with
a'Jvantage-Leviticus and Hebrews, Kings and Chronicles j thus, the
one becomes the expositor of the other, or supplies details rendering
the history complete.
It is well to note the prophets who lived in each reign of the
kings of Israel and J udah, and to read their prophecies in connection
with that reign. Thus we become more familiar with the history, and
seem to have a better knowledge of those times. ·Why should we not
know as much of the reigns of Hezekiah and Ahab as we do of
Wiltiam the Conqueror or good Queen Bess 1
I think we should do well, in reading the book of Psalms, to
regard the expressions found there more as the words of Christ and
His spiritual members than of David or Asaph. Should we not thus
get a deeper and truer insight into their real meaning 1 Proverbs is
especially a mine of wealth for our youth. 1 remember well the
advice of a dear old Wesleyan minister when I was a boy (1 prize it
still, notwithstanding that 1 now delight to be known as a decided
Calvinist): "If," said he, "you ask my advice as to what book is
most useful for you as a boy, I say, read Proverbs j and when you
have read it through, read it again." An old divine says: "Proverbs
is a heap of pearls, each one of incalculable value." ·What shall I say
more 1 If there are some portions of the blessed Book that have not
been mentioned, or their contents spoken of, it is not that they are
undervalued. Every verse of Holy Scripture is of priceless value to
the Christian, and he esteems all as spiritual food for his soul. In
one short address it is impossible to say all one would desire; but I
will add the advice of good old JOHN KNOX, when, in 1555, he wrote
to his beloved countrymen, from Dieppe: "Above all things learn the
Scriptures by heart." This, he states, was his greatest comfort when a
£"alley slave in France, far away from any pastor, not even having a
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verse of the written Word; his mind was stored with whole chapters
of sacred truth, and of these none could rob him. But why dwdl on
KNOX when a holier example is at hand 1 Jesus, as the Jewish boy
at Nazareth, would learn His Father's Word, the very portions which
appear to us most difficult would be His task; nay, rather His delight.
Let the children of our schools know this fact, and in their Bible
lessons they will feel more like that "Holy Ohild Jesus."
As to the study of the New Testament, I have found it well to
compare the different accounts given by the four Evangelists, supplying
from the one what is omitted by the other. The journeys of the
Apostle Paul should be made familiar, and his Epistles read, as from
the places where he lived, and spake, and wrought. As to prophecy,
of which we have much, bot,h in the Old and New Testaments, ELLIOT'S
well-known method of historical interpretation cammends itself to me
as the best. And in closing this portion of my subject, I would suggest,
that, as at school and college, examination questions are found useful
as a test of knowledge, even let it be so here; an examination paper
would soon let us know what historical knowledge we had of Holy
Scripture.
(b) Gr01cth in Gra.ce. In turning ta the second pJrGion of our subjecl',
the S"udy of Scripture so as to obtain a Growth in Grace, I must again
remind you (and perhaps it is more needful now, than in the former
case), that prayer must form the basis of all our study. There can be
nu growth in grace, no knowledge of heavenly and spiritual things, no
deepening of spiritual life, but by the power of the Holy Spirit and the
blessing of the Lord, and this must be obtained by prayer. "Ask, and
ye shall have," is the precious promise that is given to God's children.
In addition to this, I believe there can be no right knowledge of the
mind of God in Scripture, unless we are enabled to trace all up to the
Oovenant arrangeme-nts of a Triune God. (Some may say we could
expect nothing else from a Oalvinist.) I delight to do this, and I fully
think, that where we see the hand of a Oovenant God, dealing with a
Oovenant people, according to Oovenant promises and Covenant engag,'ments, there we shall find that the spiritual man grows strong; he
knows and feels that heaven and earth may pass away, but the eternal
Oovenant of Jehovah must stand for ever. Keep this in mind, then, in
the study of your Bible. Again, I would desire to see Ohrist in the
whole of Scripture; like those Greeks who came to Philip with, "Sir,
we would see Jesus," so I would come to my Bible, longing to find
Ohrist there. I do not forget that it is written, "The testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy," and the pages of the Old Testament
seem brighter when gilded with the glory of my Lord. The types and
figures, the forms and ceremonies of the Jewish dispensation, speak to
me in Gospel accents, when in the lamb of the Jewish sacrifice I behold
the Lamb of God. The minute details of the tabernacle and temple
become dearer, and the beams of the temple seem overlaid with richer
gold than that of Solomon, when I know a greater than Solomon is
there. Yes, to secure growth in grace, and find spiritual delight in my
Bible, I must find Ohrist in every page.
Another very profitable method is to read the Word, desirous of
tracing the providence of God in what is there revealed; and truly, he
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who does so will t"~ richly repaid. The lives of the old patriarchs, as
recorded in the Pentateuch, how full are they of the guidance and leading
of Jehovah! Abraham, Imac, Jacob, and Joseph, seem never to have
taken one step in life without laying hold of the hand of God. I was
struck with the second verse of the Book of Daniel, where it says, the
Lord gave the king of Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon.
Yes, this was what arrested the mind of JOHN CALVIN, when he began
to study the 'Word of God. His cousin told him, in 1527, when he
was only eighteen years of age, that there were only two religions in
the world, "one invented by man, the other revealed by God in the
Holy Scriptures"; this set the then ardent Papist to work on this
hitherto neglected book, and soon the light of Scripture dispelled
Rome's darkness, and gave to us this greatest of Reformers. Again, in
reading the Holy Word, it is well to notice the discipline through
which, for the most part, it has pleased the Lord that the saints
should pass. We are apt to think that we have more trials than
others, and that our pathway Zionward is rougher than of yore. It
is not so; the road has ever been one of trial; whether we regard the
Jewish or Christian dispensations, we find that tribulation and sorrow
have tracked the footsteps of the saints. Our blessed Lord Himself
was made perfect through suffering, and in this all His followers share.
"If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more
they of his household ~" But again our Master's voice cheers us, "In
the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have over·
come the world." Mark, too, if you wonld grow in grace, the prayers
of the saints of God. God's children are not st.ill-born, they have life;
llnd life, even in the babe, manifests itself in the cry. Let us be often
ut a throne of grace; let our cry constantly ascend to the Lord our
God.
Strange to say, I have felt sometimes cheered by finding that the
people of God mentioned in the Word were not perfect; they had their
faults. Sin has so fast a hold upon our poor fallen nature that sometimes we are not able to look up; we begin to think none can be
found as black as we are, or so unworthy; we dip our pens deeply in
the blackest ink, and write bitter things against ourselves. At such
seasons there is relief-shall I say comfort ~-in discovering that sins,
and dark ones too, are found on the characters of the Bible; that not
only in Old Testament saints, such as Abraham and David, but that
Peter and Paul were at times much at fault. We discover the truth
of our XI. Article, and it cheers us: "\Ve are accounted righteous
before God, only for the merits of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
by faith, and not for our own works or deservings."
In considering this matter of "Growth in Grace," it behoves me not
to overlook that remarkable passage in St. Peter's first Epistle (1 Peter
ii. 2), "As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that
ye may grow thereby." How simple the illustration, yet how emphatic!
Who does not know the desire of the babe for its mother's milk 1
Who has not markeci the anxiety of the youngest child, the new-born
babe, for the breast of nourishment ~ This is the Holy Spirit's illustration; just in the ~ame way do His new-born ones desire the sincere
milk of the Word that they may grow. I take the meaning to be the
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Gospel of our God, the full Gospel plan of Redemption by Grace. This
is the milk of the Word which those quickened by the Holy Ghost
desire; nothing else will do, nothing more is needed.
The electing love of God the Father, before all worlds. The redeemin~
blood of God the Son, cleansing all sin. The sanctifying power (grace)
of God the Holy Ghost. Let us dwell upon, and feed upon, those
blessed truths, the sincere milk of the Word, that we may grow thereby.
N or should we forget St. Peter's blessed addition (2 Peter i. 5), "Add
to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge
temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;
and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.
For if these things be in you and abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Ohrist."
Dear friends, I feel that if our God helps us thus to study our Bibles,
we shall not do so in vain. I have found these methods helpful to
May the only wise God
myself, I have simply told them unto you.
Himself be our Teacher, and some day we who are here now will stand
before the throne, and there we shall need no longer to teach one
another, saying, "Know the Lord, for we shall all know Him, from the
least unto the greatest." The Lord grant it may be so, Amen.
[From the Report of the Thirty-third Annual Oonference of the
Evangelical Union for the Diocese of Oarlisle. Printed at the office of
Halstead and Beaty, Oarlisle.]
THE REV. T. J. GASTER'S TWENTY-SEVENTH ANi'rUAL
ADDRESS.
[Such a report as the following, culled from The English ChurchmfLn of February 1st, is an encouraging answer to the oft-repeated
question, "Is Protestantism Dead 1" Thank God, it is not, and is yet
doing a real and God-honouring work, such as the Rev. T. J". GASTER
is doing on the old lines in the old paths at All Saints', Oamberwell.
-ED.]
'WHENEVER we meet with a report of the worJr done or doing at All
Saints', Oamberwell, we always expect to :find very much to encouraile
half-hearted Protestants in these difficult ann depressing days; nor IS
the present" address" any exception to the good old rule. Yet, having
heard that Mr. GASTER had been seriously ill, and that "the chancel
and north transept of his church were sinking and cracked in several
places"; that "the boundary wall was in a very dangerous condition"; that additional pipes were required to carry off the rainwater from the roof of the nave," &c., &c., we confess we did feel
more than usually anxious to learn with what measure of success the
dauntless vicar had made war against such a sea of troubles. But
before we had read more than a page of the pamphlet we became
heartily ashamed of our unworthy fears, for here was Mr. GASTER himself declaring that "everything had been set to rights ! "
"By the blessing of God," he proceeds, "my health is fully restored,
and I am preaching, reading, visiting, and in full work among YOll all.
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An appeal for £250 to underpin the chancel and north transept was
speedily answered by donations of more than £300 from you, and £30
from friends at a distance. A Sale of 'Vark produced nearly £100, and
so we were able not only to accomplish the work contemplated, but also
to do all else within and without the church; and this has been carefully finished and completely paid for.
No' entertainments' were
employed j my people have learned to give money for God's wor~,
becal~se it is God's work, and not to expect songs, music, and nonsense lU
return for their efforts. Such things rub the bloom off the grapes of
God. '1Vhenever God shall be pleased to remove me from among you
I hope you will stand fast in this godly method of working in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ."
This, we feel sure, is a prayer in which Mr. GASTER aud all his
congregation will heartily join; nor can we doubt that a still more
gene.ral acceptance awaits the outspoken Protestant sentiments which we
have now the pleasure of quoting:"Every loyal member of the Established Church is ashamed to find
that Popish idolatry obtains in many of our churches, and that multitudes 'love to have it so.' 'The Prophets prophesy falsely,' but the
laity are equally to blame for supporting Fetishism or W aferworship,
and the silly, childish prancing about churches by clergy and others III
all sorts of colours, with antics fit only for third-rate theatres and
children's Christmas par~ies." "Our motto is, 'When I became a man,
I put away (abolished) childish things.' Divine service in All Saints'
Church is intended for men as well as for women; and accordingly we
see numbers of men who are conspicuous by their absence from religious
pantomime and 'the Mass in masquerade.'''
This remark is made i~ p1'OpOS of the Church Association that fought
so hard to put an end to all such ::tbominations, and which is still
liberally supported by the "All Saints'" congregation. The same
remark applies, and in a still higher degree, to the Church Missionary
No overSociety, whose "glorious work" is thoroughly appreciated.
tures from the S.P.G. are likely to be accepted here.
Mr. GASTER thus concludes his New Year's Address :-" Let us pray
that God will graciously incline the trustees for patronage, in the vacant
post of All Saints', Hatcham, and St. Augustine's, Highbury, to choose
men to fill them who will faithfully preach the Gospel, bearing witness
for Christ against Antichrist, and not ashamed of the name' Protestant,'
for even Evangelical Trustees sometimes fai.l to select such men."
GOD'S DESIGN IN AFFLIOTION.-(Copied from The Godly lJIIan's
Adc; 01', The City of Reft~ge in the Diiy of His Dist1'ess, by EDMUND
CALAMY, B.D., late pastor of the church at Aldermanbury, 1709.)
1. To keep from sin. 2. When they have sinned, to bring them to
repentance for it and from it.
3. To make us holy and righteous.
4. To make the world bitter and Christ sweet. 5. To prove their
graces aud improve them.
6. To put an edge upon their prayers
and all other holy services. Afflictions are (lod's furnaces, to purge
out the nross of our sins; God's files, to pare off our spiritual lust;
Goers fans, to winnolV ont our C'haff.
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TAP-ROOT OF POPERY AND
RITUALISM.
BETWEEN the doctrinal standards of the Oh'Jrch of H,ome and the
doctrinal teaching of the accredited exponents of the sacerdotal system
held by the Anglican Ritualists, there is barely any discernible difference.
The late Dr. PUSEY publicly maintained some such theory as that
the minimu,m of Roman doctrine, as found in RomuIl standards, practi~ally 'coincides with the maximum of Anglican doctrine, as contained
In the Anglican standard~. The utter unveracity of this is obvious,
for, the Reformers, who renounced their allegiance to the corrupt Roman
communion, were the actual draughtsmen of the Thirty-nine Articles.
The fallacy is here. Not the standards of the Reformed Ohurch of
England agree with the Decrees of the Oouncil of Trent, but certain
dishonest men who have nominally assented to the standards of the
English Ohurch, and who eat the bread of its emolument~, boast that
they are "one in faith" with Papists. There is a simple reason for
,that agreement. Both Papists and Ritualists are avowed enemies to
the absolute sovereignty of the gmce of the Triune God. The sacramental
theories of both classes combine to deny that salvation is due to no
sinner of Adam's race otherwise than as God chooses to bestow it for
Ohrist's sake. Popery makes salvation to depend on the "intention"
of the officiating priest in Baptism. The Bible speaks otherwise:"Of His own will begat He us with the Word of Truth" (Jas. i. 18).
The justification of the sinner, according to Romanists and Ritualists,
must be traced to the ex opere opemtum of an ordinance administered
by "a duly ordained priest." This was the deadly error which MARTIN
LUTHER was 'divinely raised up to expose and to denounce in God's
holy name. That the dogma that sacramental life is one and the same
thing as spiritual life divides the living and the dead-the Ohurch of God
and the apostasy of Antichrist. The bitter animus of Dr. PUSEY, as
a sacerdotal Arminian, towards those who oppose the sacramental
figment may be illustrated by quoting his own words. Thus in his
so-called Eirenicon (p. 5, Eel. 1865)-" I never met with any who held
the Lutheran doctrine of justification, that 'justifying faith is that
whereby a person believes himself to be justified.' To others, who were
not Calvinists, I used to say, 'I believe all which you believe; we only
parI; where you deny.'" Just so.
Dr. PUSEY believed all that
those who were not" Oalvinists "believed. That is, he was an avowed
Arminian. Thus he, of course, found himself in accord with the
Arminian decrees of the Tridentine Council on such subjecl;s as the
theory of a mediating caste of priests on earth, the entire sacramental
plan of salvation, a denial of the total depravity of man, and the
rejection of the Evangelical way of justification through "faith only"
in the substitutionary work and merits of the Lord Jesus Ohrist. The
blessed truth of the imputation to the Spirit-.taught believer of Ohrist's
perfect righteousness (as the sole title to the heavenly inheritance) is
one which finds no place in the Roman or Ritualisti0 scheme. Indeed,
both these enemies of all righteousness ridicule, cllIlteQlll, and ttnathematize it. The reason is clear. This God-exalting truth cuts away,
root and branch, the upas tree of sacerdol;alism. It makes Ohrist "all."
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This way of salvation is too simple for those whose "craft" consists
in holding the keys of the kingdom, and admitting, in viTtue of thei1'
priestly office, those who submit to their authority. Whilst the God of
all grace has, in His infinite mercy, decreed that it is "not of him that
willeth, nor of him that runneth " (Rom. ix. 16), the foes of free
grace pretend to possess the power to "open" and to "shut" the gate
of salvation at their pleasure. The audacity and profanity of Romish
and Ritualistic priestcraft are astounding, and the marvel, how Ohristendom can endure the system would indeed be incredible were it not
that human nature is predisposed to shift from itself to some other
the responsibiliLy of deciding what is tndh. The boldness with which
Arminian sacerdotalism has dictated te'rms to the laity for the past
1,500 years is a phenomenon unparalleled in history. There is no
probability either that the imposture of a self-constituted, imperious,
and soul-deceiving priesthood will be dethroned and trampled under
foot until He returns who has the Key of David, who alone can open
and shut the one door into the kingdom, and who certainly will then
consume the Satanic mystery of iniquity with the Spirit of His mouth
and destroy it with the brightness of His coming (2 Thess. ii. 7, 8).
Meanwhile, it is the bounden duty of His faithful followers to bear
unceasing witness against the wicked pretensions of a priesthood which
usurps His high-priestly prerogatives, denies the grace of God and the
sovereignty of the work of the Holy Spirit, and places on the souls
of men a yoke which in every age has proved a curse and not a
JAMES ORlIIISTON.
blessing.

FAITH IN GOD.
BESIDES the saving faith of the Gospel-that is, the faith of God's
elect, which is centred on Jesus Ohrist for salvation-there is a confidence in the providential dealings of God, which is called faith-a
child-like trust in His fatherly affection, faith in His providence, faith
in His chastisements; a confidence that He holds the helm, wherever
the ship may drive; a confidence that He is for m, as He is against
all our enemies. This faith trusts God when the cupboard is empty,
and finds it sweet to rest here; it says, "Though He slay me, yet will
I trust Him." This faith realizes (and enjoys) that God ., giveth songs
in the night," the night of trouble and sorrow; that He spreads a table
in the wilderness; that He makes rough places plain, and crooked
things straight. This faith has a longing for, is fixed on, and is fed
by God Himself, and is satisfied in Him. I should take it that this
is what Jesus meant when He said, "Have faith in God." This kind
of faith is exercised by tbose who have had given them the faith that
saves. It is never fruitfully exercised by others; it cannot be, because
saving faith is never given to others by its Author and Finisher, God.
This faith is never disappointed, because it is God-given, and is always
submissive, and recognizes its Father's hand and its Father's voice.
It is given to this faith to realize the presence and blessing of God,
and it is given to it to antedate heaven by its being enabled to enjoy
God here.
J. W. KEELI.\'G.
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"THESE LITTLE ONES."
"Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; fm' I say unto
you, That in heaven thei1' angels do always behold the face of My Father
which is in heaven."-MATTHEW xviii. 10.
THE Lord's" little ones," whom He claims and presses home to His
heart of love, folding them in the arms of omnipotent security, so that
no harm can befall them. We take up the pen to fulfil our promise,
as requested, to write to and for "these little ones," trusting that it
may be the commencement of a series of articles which shall cheer and
encourage them in the opening out or that pathway which leads to a
home of glory.* We have looked up to the throne of grace, and asked
the Lord to grant a special blessing upon this desire; and we have
gained what we love to gain, a portion from God's own Word, gathered,
as it were, from the throne itself; for as I looked up and prayed, the
words came with power, "Take heed that ye despise not one of these
little ones." No, indeed, the Master did not, and we desire to follow
His will and ways; and we cannot read the Bible without seeing how
our blessed Lord, when on earth, manifested the greatest sympathy for
the young (" infants," as Luke describes them). They were the objects
of His peculiar care, preservation, and support, that when the officious
interposition of His disciples would have those that brought young
children to Him rebuked, Jesus was displeased, and said to His disciples,
"Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not
enter into the kingdom of heaven"; attesting the fact that we must
be brought down to nothingness, simplicity, and helplessness, ere we
can realize anything of that divine grace which leads us up to the glory
of heaven-nothing in selI, that Christ may be All and in all. But
referring again to our dear Lord's sympathy for the young, we would
say, in passing, it is just this which makes us admire Dr. BARNARpo's
splendid work on behalf of the sick, dear, dumb, blind, diseased, or
those cast outlittle ones. Surely this is Clw'ist-like, and deserves every
encouragement.
But however much our hearts may go forth iu sympathy for those
referred to, it is evident that, in the portion before us, our Lord does
not refer to children in general, but to children in particular-even
spiritual children, "little ones in Zion." This we see, from the sixth verse,
where He says, "But whoso shall offend one of these little ones" (mark)
"which believe in Me"; and again, eleventh verse, "For the Son of
man is come to save that which is lost." This brings us then to our
subject., These little ones who believe in Christ, and whom Ohrist came to
save. And are you not one, dear reader 7 Y Oll must be, if you believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Salvation. " When Jesus came
into the coasts of Oresarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, Whom do
* Ollr friends will remember that our proposition is to write the first article,
with the hope that volunteers, whose special work is among "little ones in Zion,"
would carry it on.
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men say that I the Son of man am 1 And they said, Some say that
Thou art John the Baptist, some Elias, and others J eremias, or one
of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am 1
And Simon Peter ans wered and said, Thou art the Christ, the son of
the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art
thon, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but My Father which is in heaven." Art thou saying, "Jesus is
the Chri:;t, none <lther" 1 Mark the source of that belief. It comes not
from flesh and blood, but it is the revelatirlll of the Father who is in
heaven. Ht're then is a God· beginnill~', a Divine sourc'~, a heavenly
start. Let us look further at this wondrous beginning.
Now, true faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the result and outgoing
of grace in the heart, and here at once we have a beginning of Divine
Sovereignty, and this sovereignty is a sovereignty of love. "I have
loved thee," saith the Lord, "with an everlasting love; therefore with
luving.kindne:'s have I drawn thee." Drawn us out from the power
of Satan, from the bondage of sin, and from the trammels of an
ungodly world. "For My own sake, even My own sake, will I do
it, saith the Lord." Merit on our part is out of the question, for we
know we deserved nothing but hell. We were no better than our
unregenerate neighbours. But it seemed good in His sight to arrest
us, and bring us to His feet, manifl\sting Himself to us as just the
Saviour we needed-He who alone could save us from our sins, wash
us in His own blood, bring us into covenant union with Himself, and
bestow upon us the blessings of His salvation. So have we every
reason to adore Him, and sing, "Oh, to grace how great a debtor."
Are you saying, dear e'little ones," that sometimes you feel in doubt as
to whether you are a Christian at all 1 Well, now, let us put this
mattor to the test.
Do yon cry unto God 1 there could be no cry if there was no life.
A dead child never cries. God's elect are called "those that cry unto
Him day and night." And what is the nature of that cry 1 Is it not,
"Lvrd, save me, a sinner; I am lost without Thee" 1 Note those
words Matthew xviii. 11, "For the Son of man is come to save that
which was lost." Does not this just fit into your heart-need, and
meet your heart.felt cry 1 Do you cling somewhere 1 "Yes,"·you say,
"to Jesus; none else is of any avail, and if I perish I shall perish
clinging to Hi!p-." Find the one that was ever lost clinging to Jesus.
"Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out." Depend upon it
a clingi11g one will sooner or later be a singing one.
Do you cmve for something 1 What 1 " Yes," you say, "for' the truth,
for the Word of Goel, the bread of life, the sincei'e milk of the Word." Is
it so 1 Has free·will become as sour milk to you, and you are longing to
hear the distinctive doctrines of grace preached, for you feel nothing
else will suit your craving 1 Depend upon it, this is a craving which
shall not be disappointed.
Again, do you feel a cha1Yn in the company of the Lord's living people,
and a love to them you cannot account for 1 "By this we know that
we have passed from dea.th unto life, because we love the brethren."
It was not so a short time ago; you had no taste for their talk, and
preferred the worldly and their ways. " Who hath made thee to differ 1"
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The work of the Spirit is in this change. "Old thil1gs have passed away,
and all things are become new." But you say, " But I am so silent. I
cannot tell others what I feel." I venture to affirm that you can say
this, "One thing I know, whereas I was blind, now I see"; and if so,
the Lord's assurancA is, "Ye shall see greater things yel,."
Is there opening out to you a warfare you never experienced before 1
If so, you hav.e found out the Apostle's secret. He says, "But I see
another law in my members warring against the la.w of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members";
and wbich contest brings him to feel a wretchedness in self, but a
triumph and victory in Jesus. Yes, such a warfare is a sign of life,
and you will have enemies to combat with who were silent in your
experience until you became a "little one in Zion."
But, turning to our portion, our Lord enjoins His disciples, "Take
beed that ye despise not one of these little ones."
This divine
injunction of our blessed Lord, reminds me of a circumstance known
to me in the past.
My dear mother-in-law, one of JOSEPH IRONS'
choicest members of Grove Ohapel, was accu~tomed to visit tbe poor
and affiicted, and in going the rounds of her pensioners and prisoners
one day, she came upon a Ohristian woman who, although she was
in years, was yet, spiritually, one of the Lo'l"cl's little ones. There was
at that time a very popular preacber in London, who certainly
preached a full Gospel.
His chapel wus crowded with attentive
hearers. The poor thing alluded to had been greatly comforted and
lifted up by a sermon she had heard him preach, and told our dear
relative of the effect it had upon her. She responded immediately,
"Why do you not go and tell him of it 1" ." Ob," she said, "I do
not like; I am so nervous and timid." However, after some perauasion, she promised to do so. Tbe next Sabbath morning she went
to the chapel, crowded as usual, but she took a seat just outside the
vestry door, so that she might speak to tbe minister as he descended
from the pulpit. Down the great man came, and just as he was
entering the vestry, she for a moment stopped him, amI began to
mutter out tremblingly of the enjoyment she had received from his
ministry, but all the great man responded was, "I'm glad of it," and
sweeping with his flowing robes into the vestry, shut the door. Our
poor one sank fathoms deep. It seemed as if a little one was despised,
although it might not have been meant so, but the effect it had afterwards was to cause the trembling one to cease from man, and cling to
the Lord as the only true Helper. Personally, it has been a great
desire of my life, since I knew the Lord for myself, to deal tenderly
with His little ones, and, I was going to say, indeed I feel, afterj all
these years, but a little one myself still.
One thought more from our passage. So dear are" these little ones"
to Ohrist, that., while caring for them Himself in the most tender way,
He has appointed angels specially to guard over them; for we notice
His words, "Thei1' angels do always behold the face of My Father
which is in heaven," Their angels-the little ones who believe in
Ohrist-thei1' angels are ministering spirits unto them, guarding them,
and encamping round about them, so that no evil shall befall them.
Oh, what a Saviour iB ours, dear little ones, doing everything to save

176

Tile Gospel Magazine.

that He may ensure us glory! Bnt we must close, for we have already
exceeded our space. In brief, these are onr lessons of joy for you,
dear little ones:1. Christ's claim of yon, whom He cares for and guards with tender
love Himself.
n. His injunction to His disciples and servants to the end of time,
to despise them not, but cherish and encourage them.
Ill. Some of the evidences which give proof to them in their own
hearts, that they really are the Lord's little ones, who believe in Him.
And, lastly, they are so dear to Christ, that He has appointed
special guardianship for their safety, for He will have them brought
home to live with Him for ever in glory.
We leave our subject with the "little ones in Zion." May the Lord
the Spirit seal home upon their hearts the truth as it is in Jesus,
that they may have joy and peace in believing.
THE EDITOR.

" JESUS ONLY."
" JESUS only." What a vision
" Jesus only." 'Tis our watchwOl'd,
Bursts upon our raptured sight;
While we pass the desert through,
Earthly scenes are all forgotten
Leaning on our Best Beloved,
While we gaze on perfect light.
Keeping heaven our home in view.
" Jesus only." Our dear Saviour,
"Son of Man," yet "God the
Son,"
Clad in robes of matchless splen.
dour
Far outshining earth's bright sun.
" Jesus only." Throned in glory
Angel hosts around Him stand,
But the nearest to His presence
Are the blood.bought, chosen band.

" Jesus only." His dear presence
Gives us peace, so deep, so sweet;
JYlary's place, so often envied,
Then is ours, at His blest feet.
" Jesus only." \\hen life's battle
IVages fierce, and foes are strong,
Then by faith in Him believing,
We shall sing the flonqu~ror's
song.

" Jesus only" Bwells the chorus
Of the never· ceasing song,
And redemption's wondrous story
Is rehearsed by all the throng.

" Jesus only." Only Jesus,
When our last dread foe we meet,
And in Jordan's chilly waters
Stand with 'Weak and trembling
feet.

" Jesus only." Hark, the echo
Reaches down to mortal ears,
And with holy joy and pleasure
We can join our song with
theirs.

" Jesus only," close beside UB,
'life shall cross the swelling tide,
Hear the loud, glad shouts of
welcome,
See heaven's portals opening widc.

" Jesus only." Fain we'd linger
All His glories to behold,
But the vision fades before us,
Leaving more than half untold.

Safe within the golden city,
Low, adoring, we sba,11 fall,
Oast our many crowns before Him,
Orowning Him the Lord of all.

"Jesus only." We shall ever
Find new wonders to explore; .
Spend a long, eternal Sabbath,
Serving, praising, evermore.
HanweZl.

E. L. T.
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THE HEARING HEART.
IN his monthly letter of January to his friends and parishioners, the
Rev. THOMAS DAVIS, of St. John's, Harborne, says :-For the eighth
time it is my privilege to write a few lines at the commencement of
a new year, expressive of my good wishes for all my readers, and as
usual taking a few words of Scripture as a motto. The text which I
have been led to take this year is, "I will hear what God the Lord
will speak" (Psalm lxxx. 8), and I can at once say, without doubt
or hesitation, that if, under all circumstances, we are enabled to take
this as our motto, to act upon it, and reap the blessing which is
attached to it, we shall have in the very best, fullest, and highest
sense of the term, A Happy New Year. It occurs, as many of my readers
will remember, in one of the proper Psalms for Ohristmas Day; it
expresses the attitude, and is evidently the language, of a regenerated
child of God. It is not the language of the formalist or the worldly
man, even in what he calls his religious observances. To enjoy the
service and the music, to delight in the preacher, to admire the
sermon, t,o have the mind entertained; these things all come very
far short of what our text implies-" I will hear what God the Lord
will speak." It is the language of the child of God from the very
commencement of His spiritual life to the close. To hear a word of
forgiveness, and to have the whole question of sin and its forgiveness
settled in the conscience j and to know from the \V ord of God that
victory over sin, and final deliverance from its indwelling and power,
are secured, enter very largely into the desires and prayers of God's
people.
We have an illustration of this attitude in our Lord's life. In
Matt. xi. 25, we read, "At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank
Thee, 0 Father." We are not told that His Father had said anything
to Him, and yet He is said to "answer." There must then have been
secret communion between Him and his Father, and, as the context
shows, upon a subject which had been a matter of exercise to Him,
for He concludes with, "Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in
Thy sight."
It is the language also of the child Samuel listening to the instruction of the aged Eli, "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth"
(1 Sam. iii. 9, 10)~ And we have repeated instances of it in the
histories of God's servants, notably that of the Prophet Habakkuk
(ch. ii. 1), "I will stand upon my watch . . . and will watch to see
what He will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am
reproved."
All this implies a life of communion with God. It is what the
Apostle speaks of in Gal. ii. 20, "Ohrist liveth in me." . . . "I live
by the faith of the Son of God." We cannot imagine two people
living and walking together, and having no intercourse; neither can
we imagine a child of God walking in communion with God, and
never hearing what" God the Lord will speak."
But if it implies communion it also implies obedience. As God's
hearing of us secures His answer, our hearing of God should secure
our obedience. "My sheep hear My voice . . . and they follow Me,"
N
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says our Lord. The hearing ear will always carry with it more or
less the obedient hand and foot. The cleansed leper-type of the
forgiven sinner (Lev. xiv. 14-17)-had not only the blood put upon his
ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and on the great toe of his
right foot, which meant redemption, but oil also was put upon the ear,
the. thumb and the great toe, which implied service, and power for
serVICe.
But some one will say, How does God speak 1 I say first, by His
Word. We have only to recall passages of Scripture, learnt it may
be in some cases in the days of childhood, to see what honour God
has given to His Word. It makes" wise unto salvation." God magnifies
it "above all His name." It is a word of" peace," of "salvation,"
of "truth," o£ "the Gospel." Education to-day is directing attention
to the works of God, and they are indeed "great, sought out of
all them that have pleasure therein" j but the Word of God is mor9
than ever neglected. The study of God's works has added several
conveniences to our earthly life, and helps to keep many worldly men
out of mischief, but it is the Word and not the works which are able
to make us wise unto salvation. If we understand the Word, it is
comparatively of very little importance whether we understand the
works. (Rom. xv. 4.)
Secondly-He speaks by His providences. Before the completion of
the canon of the Old and New Testament God spoke in more direct
ways to His people, by prophets, in visions, and by angels. He hath
now spoken by His Son, the Word incarnate, and His message to man
is found recorded in the Word written. And the VVord contains all
that is necessary, unfolding to us those principles of the diyine proT0"1> it is the
cedure on which all God's purposes are carried out.
privilege of His children to watch His providences in the light of those
principles. "He maue known His ways "-His principles upon which
He works-Cl unto Moses, His acts unto the children of Israel"
(Psalm ciii. 7). A common saying among the Puritans was, "He who
watches Providence shall never be without a providence to watch."
And where is the child of God who has had any experience o£ the
ways of God, who has not treasured up in his memory many precious
evidences of this 1 The want of observance of God's providence has
often brought trouble and distress on His children, and though their
mistakes shall be overruled for their good, and were among the secret
purposes of the Lord toward them, as seen in the history of Joseph
and his brethren, they have nevertheless been attended with sorrow
and grief and disappointment. It adds much to the consolation of
the believer when trouble arises as the result of a certain step in life,
if he can see that it was God's providence that brought him into
it. The disciples ought to have been without fear in the storm on the
sea of Galilee, inasmuch as Jesus" constmined them to get into a ship,
and to' go before Him unto the other side" (Matt. xiv. 22). It is
practical atheism to shut out God in our consideration of the daily and
hourly circumstances of our lives. Space will not allow me to say
anything upon the diversity of God's providence, but I pass on to
notice,
Thirdly-God speaks to us by the Conscience.
Here, unless in-
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structed by God Himself, man often makes a mistake. The conscience,
like all other parts of the man's being, suffered by the fall. It
has become dark, perverse, and ignorant. Paul thought in the days
of his unregeneracy that he ought to do many things which he afterwards learnt were contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth, and was
even guilty of blasphemy. But grace opened his eyes, and he has left
on record that the conscience, where a man has not been brought to
Ohrist, is no safe guide. When the sinner is converted his conscience
as well as other faculties is renewed, but not yet perfected. It must
be continually brought to the glass of God's Word, to be made increasingly sensitive and tender. But in the case of a believer-and I am speaking only of such-whatever the conscience, enlightened by the
Word, says, must be obeyed. Even in matters of uncertainty, and
such cases sometimes arise, it is best to follow conscience. Obedience
in such a case will always bring a measure of peace, and if wrong in
the especial instance, the child of God will not be left in ignorance.
Bunyan, in describing the death of HoneRt, as usual, not only graphic,
but instructive, says: "The river at that time overflowed the banks.
But Mr. Honest, in his lifetime, had spoken to one, Good Oonscience,
to meet him there j the which he also did, and lent him his hand, and
And he adds significantly, "his last words were
helped him over."
'G1'Cwe reigns!' So he died."
So much for our motto. On Sunday next, God willing, I hope to
make the whole verse the subject of my sermon, both morning and
evening, and shall endeavour to speak of the remaining words, "For
He will speak peace unto His people, and to His saints: but let them
not," or, "that they turn not again to folly." Here, however, I would
like to add, that if this be our motto for the year, we shall be careful
(1) Not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together at the means
of grace j (2) We shall be much in the study of the Word; (3) We
shall pray often for the teaching of the Holy Spirit; and (4) We shall
remember the word of the Master in John vii. 17, "If any man will
do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or
whether I speak of myself."

GOD'S TIME OF SETPLING AOOOUNTS.
A FRIEND of mine having recently to spend the Sabbath in a Welsh
watering-place, strolled into a place of worship. The minister was a
young man, and in the course of his sermon told the following telling
fact. He said that a certain infidel, in America, wrote a letter to a
local paper, boastingly stating that he had ploughed and tilled his
land on a Sunday, sown his seed on a Sunday, gathered in his corn on
a Sunday; and his produce was declared to be the largest in the
neighbourhood, and his corn the finest, fetching also on the market the
highest price. What had they, in the face of such facts, to say about
keeping the Ohristian Sabbath 1
The editor, who methinks must be a Ohristian himself, wrote a
laconic but telling foot·note under the infidel's letter, in these words:
"God does not always settle accounts in October."
G. O.
N 2
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([.orr.es;J;l'.onbtltu.
PERSONAL AND PASSING NOTES.

To T. B"

WEYMOUTH.

I DO so join you, dear brother, when, in connection with the fctmily
chctl'ctctCl' of our Magazine, you say, "It is very sweet and truly
comforting to know what a bond of union and affection exists
between our dear Redeemer and His blood-bought children, all over
the world. How much we should endeavour to cultivate a spirit of
genuine love towards one another, in these days of apostasy from the
dear old paths trodden by our martyred forefathers. Oh, may you,
my dear friend, day by day be abundantly anointed by the Eternal
Spirit, and continue to glorify our Christ, as you have so faithfully
done for so many years; and may all connect~d with our Magazine,
be 'kept' true and faithful to Him who loved us with an undying and
everlasting love."
COMJlfENTS.

Thank you, dear brothel', for your blessed deSll'es.
There never
was a time when it behoves the Lord's people to hold together in
the bond of union, more than the present. In our daily experience
it is singular how things fit in, and we often learn "life lessons"
from surrounding circumstances. Just now I was looking from a
casement window of our old home, on to a wide-spread pasture.
At the further end of the field were a number of sheep, and at
another part several cattle.
At the moment a man brought a
quantity of grains and put them into a row of tubs placed to receive
them, at the same time whistling and calling in a peculiar way to the
sheep to come. The sheep pricked up their ears, started running,
then stopped, listened again, and at last one and all rushed down to
the place where their food had been deposited. And what did they
do when they arrived there-set to work eating it? Xot a bit of it.
The first thing they did was to quarrel over it; one butted another,
and fought away in much anger. And what occurred? Why, the
cattle at the other part of the field, hearing the noise, rushed down,
and sweeping all the sheep away from their tubs, soon consumed the
food themselves. Oh, I thought, what a picture of matters to be
seen in connection with spiritual things-the sheep qua?'1'clling over the
food, and letting the enemy come down upon them, so that they get
nothing. We have need to keep t.hat scriptural injunction very
clearly before us, "See that ye fall not out by the way."

To J. C., LEWISRA~r.
No, dear brother, I neither forget you nor my visit to Tyldesley in
the year 1887, on the occasion of the re-opening of your beautiful
chapel after its restoration. It was a memorable red-letter day in my
experience. In order to refresh my memory as to details, I have turned
to my Diary for that year, and find jotted down the following remarks :Invited by Rev. JAMES CROOK, of Tyldesley, near Manchester, to preach
in Tyldesley Chapel, the pulpit of which was occupied by myoId friend,
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Mr. EASTMEAD, for twenty-two years; which pressing invitation I have
accepted, of course, conditionally, that the LOl'd gives me health to enable
me to do so. Dear wife and self journeyed to Tyldesley (Saturday)
receiving a warm welcome from Mr. and Mrs. CROOK. Before going, tbe
Lord knows that my earnest cry was to Him, that He would bless me
and make me a blessing. And this was abundantly realized. Saturday
evening I felt far from well, and fearful during the night if I should g..t
through, but the Lord did indeed work wondrously in and with me.
Sunday morning came. I was astonished at both place and congl·egation.
A fine old chapel of the Countess of Huntingdon's; fine organ, beautiful
chapel, and large congreg<ttion. I spoke in the morning from the words,
"That same Jesus" (Acts ii. 36), with comfort and (thank God!) with tbe
Spirit's power. The testimony to its acceptance was marvellous, and the
poor "Wayside Notes" Writer was greeted warmly on all sides. The late
Dr. HEwLETT's people came over from Astley, and others from miles
round. In the afternoon, our dear brother in Christ, Rev. J. CROOK,
pastor, preached; and in the evening again I preached to an immense
congregation (it was stated there were eight hundred present), from the
words, ".And they were astonished at His doctrine, for His word was with
power" (Luke iv. 32). Again the testimony was cheering indeed. I felt
the solemnity of the occasion, and the Lord did answer my pl'ayers for
a blessing.
Monday, 29~h, I was enabled to carry out a long-cherished wish to go
to Astley, and see the church and neighbourhood where dear Dr. HEwLETT
laboured for so many years. .l'!'[r. CROOK went with me, and I was privi.
leged to stand in that sacred spot, dear HEwLETT's pulpit, and explore
the church in which he so faithfully preached the Gospel of Christ.
Visited, at the earnest request of h(-r nephew, NANCY WARD, an old
pilgrim whom Dr. HEWLETT got on the Aged Pilgrims' lis~ as an outpensioner. She is a deeply affiicted Christian woman-a sufferer for
years. She was rejoiced to see me, and as she said, "hear my voice."
The "Wayside Notes" have been long blessed to her. It was a memorable time; I shall not soon forget it.
Such were my jottings at the time. I feel comforted and thankful
in their re-perusal. And how true, dear brother, is your remark that
"since my visit to Tyldesley I have had, like yourself, to pass through
many sorrows, some very bitter." It is so, especially the deep one of
the loss of my precious wife-such a gap! I feel it more and more. Well,
may the Lord bless you abundantly in the sphere of labour He has
called you to. By the way, I was somewhat surprised at your removal,
for my impression is, that you told me in the course of conversation
that you considered yourself a fixture at Tildesley. However, wherever
you are, I know you will set forth the helplessness of fallen manthe efficacy of the Holy Spirit's operations, exalting Ohrist as the
salvation of God fully accomplished by atoning blood. We repeat,
may God bless you in such labours.
A valuecl correspondent, whose name we are not at liberty to give,
asks us to reply to the following important matter in divine experience. She writes:I have been wondering whether I have ever been pardoned, for I am
no~ sure that I have sought for pardon in God's appointed way.
Must
the sinner go the Lord Jesns-God the Son-and ask Him for forgiveness? or must he go to the Father and ask Him to f'll'give him, because
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Jesus died, and to justify him because Jesus kept the law? or may a
poor sinner go freely to either of the Div ne Persons of the Trinity?
Jesus said once. "Come unto Me, and I will give you rest." "Him that
cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out." But another time He said,
"I am the way: no mun cometh unto the Father but by Me."
Sometime~ I think it does not matter at all which I ask to forgive me,
for Jesus said, "I and My Father are one," and, "What things soever He
(the Father) doeth, these also doeth the Sou likewise." If the Father
pardons, does not the Son pardon likewise?
Will you, please, ask God to give me ligbt in my soul? I do want to
be quite sure that I am forgiven. And if you could write a few words to
explain the subject in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I should be so thankful.
In reply, I would say. the subject is an important and precious
one. I:l' the Lord leads, I may at a future time enlarge upon it; but
at the moment I can only say as follows: The key-note of the
reply is, I think, The proper recognition of the Trinity, co-equal and
co-eternal; "Yet there are not three eternals, but one eternal," inseparable. I pray, therefore, to the Father for forgiveness of sins, because
the Lord Jesus Christ bids me. "When ye pray, say, Our Father,
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us."
I pray to the Lord Jesus Christ; "He pardoneth and absolveth all
them that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe His holy Gospel "-a
Gospel which tells of redeeming blood, which cleanseth from
all sin. I pray to the Holy Ghost, because every divine favour
and blessing comes through Him.
And our dear Lord said,
"He shall receive of Mine, and show it unto you."
Thus is there a
unity of power, love, mercy, and grace. "Three that bear record in
heaven; and these Three are One," and always glorify each other.
So, dear friend, I think, in the outgoing of true prayer for forgiveness of sins, you will find yourself pleading with either or all the
Persons in the glorious Trinity, and you will not err in so doing. .
" Father! God! who seest in me
Nought but sin and misery 1
Look on Thine Anointed One!
See Thy well.beloved Son!

" Turn from me those glorious eyes,
To that bloody sacrifice;
To that full atonement made,
To that utmost ransom paid;

"Hear His blood's prevailing cry;
Let Thy mercy make reply:
Then, through Him, the sinner see;
Then, through Jesus, look on me."
THE EDITOR.
OH, it was a glorious day when our Lord had all His disciples
together, and while in the act of blessing them, He was parted,
from them, and taken up into glory; then was sung that beautiful
song, "Lift up your heads, 0 J e gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in." But, my brethren,
what signifies my telling you about Christ being gone into heaven,
"There to appear in the pre'3ence of God for us," unless you feel
these things in your hearts, and have your affections set on things
above 1-Rowlancl Hill.
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ECHOES FROM NETLEY COTTAGE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I have long been desirous of sending some notes of the
work at dear Netley Cottage during 1893, thinking, perhaps, some
details might be perused with interest by the readers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. Hitherto I have been hindered; now that I have been
bronght to this lovely, quiet spot, I find more time for thought and
writing than when meeting constantly with so many whom I know
and love in the Lord.
Again I have to raise a song of thankfulness and praise to Him who
hath dealt so lovingly and graciously with me, helping through many
trials and difficulties, and strengthening day by day for a work which
of necessity draws deeply upon all one's powers.
During the season, which extended from April to November, 164
patients have been entered on our books. In some cases, perhaps, the
word" patient" hardly gives a right impression, as in the summer a
fair proportion of my people have not been ill, but come merely for
rest and change. Many of the people (chiefly those from our own
district of St. Giles, W.C.) are sent Fee, a great many others are sent by
som'3 kind friend, who pays ten shillings per week for them, and others
who can afford that, but whose means would not admit of their taking
lodgings and boarding themselves at the sea-side in an ordinary way,
pay the accustomed charge themselves; or to needy ones, I believe, our
doctor will sometimes reduce the same. Occasionally, a small sum of
money is lodged with the secretary, or with me, to pay for some poor
person who otherwise could not come. The joy in these cases is often
almost unspeakable, and gratitude most sincere. A dear suffering
member of our Lord's body thus acknowledges kindness such as this:
"I do not feel that any poor words of mine can sufficiently thank
either yourself or the kind friend who contributed towards my maintenance during my stay in the Home, but I know that such has been
the outcome of that better spirit which influences the heart towards
the poorer ones of the flock. May each one realize the app?'eciation
and consolation flowing from the words of Jesus in Matthew xxv. 40.
Though temporal blessings have been much enjoyed, the greater enjoyment has been in hearing the Truth proclaimed, especially last Wednesday
evening, when' the manifold grace of God' was so fully set forth. Yes,
well may we sing, ' Grace, 'tis a charming sound! ' I wish also to return
most sincere thanks for that precious volume of Dr. HAWKER'S. It is
a book I have long desired to have; so I see in this another testimony
of the Lord's goodness in the fulfilment of a feeble desire."
The latter was one of the twenty-four copies of Dr. HAWKER'S
"Morning and Evening Portions" I was enabled to procure through
the kindness of one of your readers, Miss ROBsoN, of Newcastle. It
will be gratifying to her to know that twenty or more hearts have
been gladdened by the gift of the precious and instructive volume.
The two or three remaining copies will (D.V.) be placed with those
who would value them. Some four or five second-hand copies of the
same book, in good condition, sent by other friends, have also been
given given away to appreciative persons. I have had the privilege of
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ministering to a goodly few of the Lord's own people this season,
among them four dear" Aged Pilgrims,"
I do feel thankful to our God when He sends here those who know
Him, and to whom He makes the Word a comfort and blessing. In
His kind providence, a dear saint, a Bible-woman working in London,
was sent in the autumn. On her return, she writes: "I am feeling so
much better, and do praise the Lord that He led me to dear N etley
Cottage, for it has indeed been a Bethe] to my soul. May He bless
you, dear Miss B--, and continue to make you a blessing to all who
enter that real home of 1'est. . . . I am feasting again on the precious
truths that were there revealed to me by the Holy Spirit, and pray
that others may receive a like blessing."
Such testimonies are more than cheering, and cause us to "Sing
praises unto Him," who alone can bless; but we have our seasons of
sorrow and depression too. The Lord Jlesses the Word, and the devil
rages, and not unfrequently we seem plunged into severe trial, where
the waves well-nigh overwhelm us, ::Lnd we have to cry aloud unto
Him who "faileth not," and prove that He is strong in power; not
one (of His tried ones) faileth either. These things bring one to a
very real living upon Him, and leaning upon His arm.
Sometimes one groans and cries for blessing to come to 8pecially
careless and ignorant ones, and sometimes such groaning seems in vain;
but it is so comforting to know that the Lord will carry on His own
work, and carry out His own sovereign will and purpose; and we may
never know down here where or how the seed springs up. We do
know that many have been refreshed, and some born again under our
roof; and we cannot but pray that His blessing may still rest upon
the work, if permitted to return to it in March.
One or two more extracts from letters may be interesting. Here is
one from a poor girl who seemed anxious about her soul: "I am
pleased to be able to tell you I enjoyed myself very much while at
the Home, and feel I have a great deal to be thankful for. I am so
glad you spoke to me as you did. I do miss the Bible reading aud
prayers. I should like to have some like that every day. I do hope
to be a ?'eal Christian." One of the King's daughters writes: "I
returned home safely, with a grateful heart for all God's kind care
over me during my stay at Folkestone, also for the spiritual food,
which I greatly enjoyed. May the dear Lord bless you in your work
and labour of love." Another says: "I have enjoyed my stay at
N etley Cottage even since I left " have thought of the kindness received,
and of the opportunities for reading and meditation of God's written
Word-precious indeed to me, as I am so occupied here as to leave
little time for attending the means of grace, except once on a
Sunday."
And now, dear friend, I must say, for the copy of GOSPEL MAGAZINE
and Old Jonathetn I am very gratefUl. They are read by one and another
in the House, and then carried hither and thither by some who are
leaving, and who always get one or two Gospel tracts or magazines
with their return half railway ticket.
Dear friend, I must ask you to pardon me for occupying so
much space. May the Lord bestow upon you all needful grace to
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enable you to carry on your arduous labours in connection with the
MAGAZINE throughout another year, if spared to see its close, which
I trust you may be, if His sovereign will.
The words He has given me to go forward upon are-CC The Lord
will give grace and glory," and, "The night is far spent, the day is
at hand." Blessed be His dear name, "He giveth more grace," for
the Lord Jesus is "full" of it for us; and He bids us come boldly to
His throne, that we may find it in blessed experience, in every time
of need. The Lord oft refresh you with His precious Word and tendel'
smile. Pray, when you can, for me and dear N etley too.
Yours affectionately in Him,
Ventnor, JanMry, 1894.
K. B.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the EditlYl' of the Gospel JJ![aga,zine.

DEAR SIR,-I have great pleasure in sending you a few testi~
monies which have just come to hand. They speak for themselves.
FROM A MISSIONARY TO SAILORS.

Very many tha,nks for montbly parcel just received, with w~icl: I ~m
much pleased. I feel more and more the importance of dIstl'lbutmg
Gospel literature amongst sailors, as they are cut off to a great extent
from Christian ordinances and tbe regular means of grace, which make
it most important that hooks setting forth tbe doctrines of grace should be
put into t~eir hands, that may be blessed by the Holy Spirit's teachi~g. to
the salvatIOn of their souls. I trust and pray the Gospel Book MISSIOn
may experience a rich baptism of the Divine Spirit's power, in tl:e
regeneration of large numbers amongst those who are now dead III
trespasses and sins. May we wield the sword of the Spirit. proclaim the
cleansing Word and the perfect righteousness of the Redeemer, and
never cease till victory is won.
FROM A CHAPLAIN.

Thank you heartily for the box of Gospel literature so kindly sent; it
c:<me safely to hand yesterday. Do you have any bound books suitable
for our ship's lending libraries?
FROM A TRACT DISTRIBUTER.

We do most sincerely thank you for your past valued parcels of books.
It is with gl'eat joy they are scattered; they are all so sound and good.
Hoping you will still continue your favours towards us, and praying for
a blessing upon your work of love.
FROM AN INVALID.

I am again sending you a mite for your work of labour and love in
the Lord's vineyard, hoping you may receive a goodly sum for the Lord's
scattered flock this year. Thank you so much for sending the Memoir of
deal' Dr. DOUDNEY. I have perfectly revelled in reading it. It was so
good of you to think of me. I only wish my means were larger, so that
I could send you more; but I believe in denying myself of what little I
do get for the Lord's cause; I only think it right, after the great kind.
ness I receive at your hands.
With kind Ohristian regards, believe me, my deat' friend, yours very
sincerely in Him,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
1, Wilton Place, Salisb1tTy, Februa1'Y 8th, 1894.
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A MONTHLY NOTE.
THE official report, upon which, humanly-speaking, the fate of Uganda
depends, has been long delayed; but, as Mr. GLADSTONE has promised
that it will be laid upon the table of the House of Commons before
the" supplementary estimate," it will probably soon make its appearance. A startling event has happened in connection with it, namely,
the death of Sir GERALD PORTAL, the Government Commissioner.
He was a young man, apparently in the very prime of life and
health; he had only just returned from his mibsion to Uganda, and
he had escaped the dangers of his long journey and the pestilential
climate of Africa; but he was smitten at home with typhoid fever,
and rapidly succumbed to it. He seems to have been a man of
remarkable ability, and he had passed through the most hair-breadth
escapes in Egypt and Abyssinia. His views with regard to Uganda
are not as yet publicly known, they are probably embodied in his
report; but whatever they were, it is to be earnestly hoped that the
Government will have' the courage to decide upon a bold policy, and
exercise at least some kind of protectorate over that country. With
some such protectorate, its resources may be developed, and it may
have a great future before it; but if left to itself, it is likely to
become a scene of disorder and bloodshed, and a prey to all the
horrors of the slave trade. Bishop TUCKER'S latest accounts of it,
indicate that it is a most interesting country, and that the progress
of Christianity in it has been wonderful.
The connection between England and her colonie~ is a matter of
great importance, and the more closely that connection can be maintained, the better it will be both for the Mother Country and for her
dependencies. The colony of Victoria has despatched a representative,
in the person of one of its chief officials,~to visit England, Canada, the
United States of America, and other countries, and he has arrived in
London, and is making inquiries as to the possible extension of our
trade with bis colony, and establishing a closer connection with it.
This representative speaks of the immense natural resources of
Australia, and of what might be done in the way of their development. He thinks that "the free passage at all times of the natural
products of Australasia and the manufactures of Great Britain in
return should be assured is an absolute necessity for the welfare of the
empire." He considers that it is "an Imperial necessity that there
should be a cable passing entirely through British territory, and tending to cement the ties between Great Britain and her great colonies
in Canada and Australia." And be adds: " We in Australia feel that
every investor and manufacturer in Great Britain is equally interested
in this important movement. Upon the further development of these
resources depends the whole volume of trade in the future. In my
opinion the present commercia.l depression results from the prevalelit
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want of confidence exhibitEd by Britishers towards the colonists,
tending to the destruction of the manufctcturing interests of the
Mother Oountry."

.

The Papists are determined to do all that they can for the perversion of England. London is being invaded by a body of the most
distinguished preachers and "Missioners" amongst the Roman Oatholic
sects-some 150 in number-who are not only endeavouring to preach
in their most subtle and attractive style, but are directed" to go
among the people in their homes, and seek to improve their social
and physical conditions." It has been said that "One good result
may profitably ensue from this campaign. The appearance in any
parish of the missionaries from Rome will provide an excellent opportunity for some clear teaching as to the differences between Romanism
and Protestantism. Prepared with care, and freed from anything li.ke
mere in vective, such teaching might be of lasting use. U nhappl1y
these are times iu which easy-going persons esteem all religions alike,
if ouly the quality of 'earnestness' is shown by their propagandists.
An incursion of Jesuit workers would supply an admirable opportunity
for meeting this unhappy tendency, as well as for dealing with the
pretensions of Rome in their modern form."
Two useful lives have just closed, that of Prebendary GORDON
OALTHROP, and that of "A. L. O. K," the well-known authoress. The
former was a great friend to young men, and the charm of his manner
attracted them greatly to him. When for some years he was tutor
at St. John's Hall, Highbury, many hundreds of students passed through
his hands, and his kindly counsel, his wise criticism, and his fatherly
interest, made many a lasting impression. He was an able preacher
and a diligent parochial worker, and:his fidelity to Protestantism was
ever pre-eminent. He took a keen interest in foreign Missions, and
in efforts to evangelize the Jews, and he seems to have been greatly
beloved in North London both by Ohurchmen and Nonconformists.
After an apparent recovery from a serious illness, he gave a most
deeply impressive address to his people, descriptive of his solemn
feelings and deep searchings of heart during that trying time; and
wheu he was again laid aside, and brought face to face with death
h'3 wrote an extremely pathetic letter to them from his dying bed
He confessed, he said, that he little expected the news which the
doctors had just conveyed to him, for he had felt strong and vigorous
enough to promise himself a term of work. But death had no anxiety
for him. "The Lord's will be done," he wrote. "It is a wise and a
loving will, I kno;..-, and do you Oll your part, my good and kind
friends, pray for me that my faith may never fail; and pray also tha1j
the end may come as speedily a::l is consistent with the Divine will
and purpose. I have suffered very much pain, and dread suffering
more." And then he went on to give "one parting word of exhor~
tation." "For myself,'> he wrote, "I am resting on a crucified Ohrist.
I have peace simply because through grace I have believed that the
blood of Jesus Ohrist, God's Son, has cleansed me, and is cleansing
me from all sin. There are some, however, amongst you who have
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never accepted my message. I pray them to hesitate no longer.
Though they have not listened to the voice from the pulpit, may they
not turn a deaf ear to that which comes from the death-bed!" Many
prayers were offered up that he might be kept in peace, and these were
graciously answered.-" A. L. O. E." C" A Lady of England") Miss O.
M. TecKER, will long be remembered by her useful works. She went to
India to labour as a missionary amongst the native women, at her own
expense, when she had attained the mature age of fifty-four years j but she
continued her writings there, and published a number of valuable books
in different native languages, books which are now being scattered widely
in all India. She appears to have been of a very loveable, bright, and
cheerful disposition. She was a decided Ohristian, and a strong Protpstant, having a great shrinking from Rome, which she said she regarded
as the Scarlet Woman of the Revelation, "drunk with the blood of the
saints." When her call came she was longing to go. "vVith Ohrist"
was often on her lips. Her last dictated message to her niece was,
"I long to go home, to soar on eagles' wings," "It hardly seems
right or kind," writes a fellow-worker, "to wish her to stay, but we
who loved her shall miss her very much."
The prophecy that Egypt should be the "basest of the kingdoms"
(Ezek. xxix. 15), is corroborated not only by its condition in modern
times, but also by the conduct of its young ruler. It would scarcely
be "a kingdom" at all, nor would he be at the present time its
nominal ruler, if it were not for British influence and British support.
But he ignores this, or tries to do so. A few years ago, his country
was in the lowest stage of bankruptcy, misery, and degradation; the
poor, wretched fellaheen were ruthlessly flogged and taxed to the v~ry
last extremity; but now, so many reforms and improvements havlllg
been carried out during the British occupatio::J, the whole state of the
country and of its people is changed j surpluses are forthcoming where
there were lamentable deficits, the peasantry are relieved from their
terrible burdens and oppression, justice is administered, useful works
set on foot, there is security for life and pruperty, and every prospect of yet greater advance and improvement. Overlooking, however,
all this, the foolish young Khedive chooses publicly to insult his
benefactors, and attempts to act with complete independence. He was
promptly checked for this by Lord ROSEBERY a year ago, and he has been
recently similarly checked again; but if he persist in his folly, he
will have to be taught a sharper lesson. He practically owes all his
position to our infl.uence and permission, and it is unreasonable to
suppose that we can allow him publicly to act as if this were not
the case.
The National Society for the Prevention of Oruelty to Ohildren is
doing a noble work, but it is a sad thing that there should be such
extensive need for its work. In a recent report it is stated that, "Never
has the Society been so busy, for the last three months have bro~ght
twice as many cases to inquire into as the average of any previOUS
three months of the Society's existence. Every inspector for the Metropolis has two or three cases given to him each day. The consequence
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is that the cases are not thoroughly done; they cannot be, though the
inquiries are continued till late hours. Besides the old cases, neither
warned cases nor prosecuted cases can be supervised as they ought to
be. To all this consequence of inadequacy of staff must be added
increasing arrear of cases waiting inquiry, and the continuance of the
children's sufferings meanwhile, and the further fact that we have not
yet informed by our handbills one-half of the Metropolis as to what is
illegal to be done to children, where to give information of such doings,
and under what conditions the information will be given. Before this
is done in the whole Metropolis, the number of children's men for the
Metropolis must be increased from its present fifteen to thirty." The
offices of the Society are at 7, Harpur Street, Bloomsbury, W.O.
A very remarkable address, which was recently given in Exeter Hall,
by the celebrated. traveller, Mrs. BISHOP, has been printed by the
Ohurch Missionary Society, and is well worthy of special attention.
Mrs. BISHOP is probably more geuerally known by her maiden name
of Miss ISABELLA BIRD. In her address, which produced a great
impression, she said that it was not as a mission worker that she had
been asked to speak, but as a traveller who had been made a convert
to missions by the knowledge she had obtained in four and a-half
years' travel, of the awful Deed of the un-Ohristianised world. She
had visited the Polynesian Islauds, Japan, Southern Ohina, the Malay
Peninsula, Northern India, K.ashmir, Western Thibet, Oentral Asia,
Persia, Arabia, and Asia Minor. In each of these countries she had
avoided European settlements, and had lived much among the people,
in their own houses and tents, with a trustworthy interpreter, sharing
their lives as much as possible, and to some extent winning their
confidence by means of her medicine-chest. She had visited, nClt so
much the lower races, not so much the fetish worshippers, but the
countries of great, elaborate, philosophical religious systems, such as
Buddhism, Hinduism, and Mohammedanism. At home she found a
great disposition to look at the work done. But to her the work undone
looked vast and appalling, and instead of congratulating ourselves
upon the work done, we onght, she thought, to bow our heads with
shame that we had done so little. " I would like," she said, "to-night,
that we should turn away from these enchantments, and set our faces
toward the wilderness, that great, ' waste howling wilderness' in
which one thousand millions of our race are now wandering in darkness and the shadow of death, without hope, being 'without God in
the world.' The work seems to me to be only beginning, and we
have barely touched the fringe of it." After referring to the fact that
the increase of population in the Heathen world is outstripping
Ohristian effort, and giving some statistics, Mrs. BISHOP continued:"These statistics are dry enough, but they are filled with meaning,
and an awful meaning, if we would only dwell upon them, each
one of us to-night in our own hearts in the sight of God. I think
very often that we are getting into a sort of milk-and-water view of
Heathenism, not of African Heathenism alone, but of the Heathenism
of Buddhism, Hinduism, and Mohammedanism also, which prevails in
Asia. Missionaries come home, and they refrain from shocking audiences
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bv recitals of the awful sins of the Heathen and Moslem world. When
t;avelling in Asia, it struck me very much how little we heard, how
little we know, as to how sin is enthroned, and deified, and worshipped.
. . . . It is an astonishment to find that there is scarcely a single
thing that makes for righteousness in the life of the un-Ohristianised
nations. There is no public opinion interpenetrated by Ohristianity,
which condemns sin or wrong. There is nothing, except the consciencfl
of some few who are seeking after God, lest haply they might find
Him, who is not far from everyone of us. And over all this seething
mass of sin and shame and corruption hovers the 'ruler of the darkness
of this world,' rejoicing in the chains with which he has bound twothirds of the human race. Just one or two remarks as to what these
fahe faiths do. They degrade women with an infinite degradation.
. . . . In some countries I have hardly ever been in a women's house
or near a woman's tent, without being asked for drugs with which to
disfigure the favourite wife, to take away her life, or the life of her
infant son. . . . It follows necessarily that there is also an infinite
degradation of men. . . . There are no sanctities of home j nothing to
tell of righteousness, temperance, or judgment to come j only a fearful
looking for in the future of fiery indignation from some quarter, they
know not what, a dread of everlasting re-births into forms of obnoxious
reptiles or insects, or of tortures which are depicted in pictures of
fiendish ingenuity." Mrs. BISHOP then drew a terrible picture of the
woes inflicted in heathen lands on the sick, to drive, as they suppose,
the demons out of them. The question of giving, lVII's. BISHOP continued, had been borne upon her much for the last few months.
On her return from Asia two years ago, she thought that luxury
and decoration of life among Ohristian people had largely risen, and
she thonght so increasingly. Might we not hear the Lord's voice
saying to us in regard to suchlike things, "Lovest thou Me more than
these 1"
"THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A OAUSE."
(,T OHN xv. 25.)

WHAT an awful picture we have of the desperate wickedness of the
human hear~, in the demon-like hatred of the un believing Jews to the
Lord Jesus Ohrist. Although none of them could ever charge Him,
truthfully, wit.h a single sin; although His spotless life was spent in
doing good-feeding the hungry thousands; healing all manner of
diseases j cleansing the lepers; giving help to the helpless; sight to
the blind, and life to the dead-yet they hated Him, and their hatred
at length culminated in His cruel murder, amid the horrors of
Oalvary.
Poor trembling, doubting believer, art thou sorrowing on account of
thy sins 1 Dost thou feel again thy deep need of a Saviour 1 is thy
soul thirsting after Jesus 1 and hast thou ever tasted a single drop
of His love, warm from His heart 1 Then God give thee grace to
cast every fear to the winds, give thee faith to behold in Jesus thy
Surety, suffering all this for thee, freely by His grace, "withQut money
W. S. R.
and without ,price."

The Gospel Magazine.

191

Waking Thoughts.

By FREDERICK MARSHALL, Author of "Meditations
of the Heart." London: Jarrold and Sons.
THE author of this small book of poems says that it is just what the
title suggests, "Waking Thoughts." He had often, he says, awoke
with comforting thoughts, which in his slumbers had taken the form
of verse, but, falling asleep again, they were lost.
He therefore
adopted the plan of keeping pencil and paper at his bedside, and wrote
the words which had produced pleasing sensations during the hours
of rest. The short pieces nOlv issued were thus composed. The following is a specimen:THE CRY OF THE RIGHTEOUS.
(1 CHRON. iv. 10.)

FATHER, I grieve that there's so
much of ill
Within my breastDespite the new-born part-remaineth still,
To break my rest.

Safety from evils of which the
world is full,
From Thee I seek:
Strength against foes which at my
nature pull;
For I am weak.

Oh! by Thy Spirit, to my succour
come,
Display Thy might;
That I may not be overcome as
some,
By earth's delights.

I would throughout my life Tby
name revere'l'hy words obey:
I would be ever living in Toy
fear,
To life's last day.

That I may not be drawn aside
from Thee,
By worldly cares;
Tbat my weak heart may not
attracted be
By sinful snares.

In goodness, that I thus to Thee
may live,
Thy grace impart;
.A. larger measure of Thy Spirit
give,
To cleanse my heart.

The Calmnistic Pulpit. Containing Sermon" by able Ministers of the Gospel,
Past and Present, both Church and Dissent. London: F. Kirby.
THE third volume of this choice collection of sermons is now complete,
and will doubtless prove a special boon to those "whose Church is in
thine house," and who, from necessity, must tarry at home. These
sermons have often proved, month by month, words in season, and a
provision from the King's table to those otherwise deprived of the
means of grace. We are glad to note that in future they are to be
printed on better paper, for, not only does the circulation warrant it,
but they are worthy of it. The book is Is. Sd. post-free, and is an
acceptable gift, alike to those who do not come under the sound of the
Gospel, and to those who love the doctrines of distinguishing grace.
Rest and Reaping. The Yearly Volume for 1893. Edited by Mi'ls
CHARLOTTE MASON. London: 10, Finchley Road, N. W.
THIS yearly volume contains a good variety of interesting and instructive matter.
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Key-WO'rcls of the InneT Life,. 01', Studies in the Epistle to the Ephesians.
By F. B. MEYER, B.A. London: Morgan /lnd Scott.
Mr. MEYER is becoming a voluminous writer. He regards this Epistle
as pre-eminently the Epistle of the inner life of the child of God; and
as such he emphasizes several special words which recur frequently in
it as key-words of important truths.
Amateur' GaTdening. London: W. H. and L. Oollingridge.
BESIDES a large amount of other useful information, and some excellent
coloured plates, this penny periodical has just given, in a succession of
numbp,rs, the clearest directions which we have seen for pruning peach
and nectarine trees, a proceeding which to amateurs is generally one
of extra difficulty.
Cheer'ing WOTds Annual f01' 1893. London: Robert Banks and Son.
THIS periodical, edited until last July by the late Mr. WILLIAM
WINTERS, contains an interesting account of the life of the late Editor,
and also of many hymn-writers, including EDWARD PERRONET, the
author of the well-known hymn, "All hail the power of Jesu's name."
This hymn first appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for April, 1780.

TWO DYING TESTIMONIES.
THE following letter appeared in the English Chr.Tchman of February 1st.
It tells of the grace to live by and the grace to die by. l'{one bid
Chr'ist was the need of these dying saints :Sm,-I was much struck with two dying utterances of MACKENZIE
(of Holloway) and GORDON OALTHROP (of Highbury), which some correspondent, who deserves our thanks, puts side by side, as his communication stands in last Friday's Record :Mr. M AeKE N z I E.-" I have
Mr. CALTHROP.-" One parting
preached to you for thirty-two years word of exhortation. For myself,
the complete atonement of Christ, I am resting on a crucified Christ;
His perfect righteousness, and salva- I have peace simply because through
tion through His blood. These grace I have believed that the blood
truths are now my hope, my com- of Jesus Christ, God's Son, has
fort, my stay. In this faith I have cleansed me, and is cleansing me,
lived, and in this faith I die. I have from all sin."
nothing else and I want no more.
My faith is firm as a rock."
I could add similar testimony from the lips of the late Rev. H. A.
GREAVES, of Oharles, Plymouth. Now, my point is this: "Do we
ever find similar utterances from the dying lips of the Puseyite
leaders 7" Beyond doubt, if their system is all that they pretend it
to be, we ought. But do we 7 That is my question. I should like
an answer, from the members of that party, if they will, or can, give
it. The infertlnces I need not draw, if they fail, at least at present.

, S. T.
THE notion of free grace may make persons dissolute, but a seDse
of it restrains from sin.

